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disability  has  been  removed,  so  ^  that  they 
coald  not  come  within  the  restrictions  of  the 
amendment  upon  any  construction. 

Mr.  KING.    Therefore  it  is  overruled. 

Mr.  BING  Q  AM.  Agreed ;  it  does  not  come 
within  the  amendment  at  all.  Now,  as  to 
Rhode  Island.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Cox] 
does  not  venture  to  refer  to  any  other  State  in 
this  Union  that  can  be  affected  by  the  four- 
teenth am.endment  in  its  representation  upon 
any  hypoUiesis  he  dare  assume  before  this 
House.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that  in  the  gen- 
tleman*s  opinion  Rhode  Island  is  the  only 
State  that  can  by  any  possibility  be  reduced  in 
representation,  under  the  bill  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Fabns- 
WORTH,]  by  reason  of  the  provision  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment.  The  whole  population  of 
Rhode  Island,  as  returned  by  the  census,  is 
217,358.  The  whole  male  population  of  Rhode 
Island  over  twenty-one  years  of  aee,  as  re- 
turned by  the  census,  is  43,996.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  disqualified,  being  male  cit- 
izens over  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  Rhode 
Island,  even  if  yon  include  those  disqualified 
for  other  causes  than  those  within  the  consti- 
tutional provision,  is  2,835.  What  is  the  pro- 
vision 'of  the  fourteenth  arti:;le?  It  is  this: 
that  Representatives  shall  be  appointed  among 
the  several  States  according  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  persons  in  each  State,  excluding  In- 
dians not  taxed.  That  is  *'  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation'' under  the  fourteenth  amendment 
of  the  Constitution. 

What  is  the  limitation  of  the  amendment  ? 
But  when  the  right  to  vote  for  officers  therein 
named  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabit- 
ants of  such  State  being  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  iu 
anv  way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in 
reSellion  or  other  crime,  the  oasis  of  repre- 
sentation therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  pro- 
portion which  the  number  of  such  male  citi- 
zens 80  denied  or  abridged  in  their  right  shall 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  male  citizens 
twenty-one  years  of  ace  in  such  State.  What 
is  to  be  reduced  ?  The  basis  of  representa- 
tion. What  does  the  section  say  shall  be  the 
basis  of  representation  of  a  State  ?  The  whole 
number  of  people  in  it,  excepting  Indians  not 
taxed.  By  what  rate  shall  it  be  reduced  ?  It 
shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which  the 
number  of  such  male  citizens  denied  the  right 
to  vote,  or  abridged  in  the  right,  shall  bear  to 
the  whole  numoer  of  male  citizens  over 
twenty-one  years  of  afte  in  the  State.  What 
IB  that  proportion  in  Rhode  Island?  It  is  six 
per  cent  and  a  fraction  not  worth  calcvilating. 
and  which  the  gentleman  and  I  combined 
could  hardly  calculate  in  a  week.  What  does 
that  amount  to  under  this  constitutional  pro- 
vision? It  amounts  to  13,041.  What  is  the 
proportion  it  bears  to  the  whole  representative 
population?  Take  13,041  from  217,353, 
which  is  the  basis  of  its  representation 
according  to  the  fourteenth  article  of  amend- 
ment, and  you  have  204,312,  which  is  the  rep- 
resentative population  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  Wnat,  sir,  is  the  ratio  under  this 
bill?  It  is  136,000  in  round  numbers,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  fixed  by  law  for  twenty  con- 
secutive years,  and  now  the  rule  of  law  as  it 
sUnds  on  the  statute-book.  Take  the  186,000 
from  204,312  of  representative  population  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  yon  have  68,312  persons 
remaining,  which  is  the  moiety  required  by 
this  bill,  and  three. hundred  ana  twelve  more 
than  is  necessary  to  entitle  Rhode  Island  to 
two  Representatives.  I  want  to  know  what 
the  gentleman  has  to  say  about  it. 

Mr.  COX  I  s^  your  calculations  are 
wrong. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  It  is  easy  for  gentlemen 
to  say  that  figiires  lie. 

Mr.  COX.  It  is  only  necessary  to  under- 
stand the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  on  the  pending 
amendment  is  exhausted,,  and  no  further 
4imendment  is  in  order. 


Mr.  COX.  Whatever  is  ascertainable  ought 
to  be  stated. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  So  it  can.  I  understood 
the  gentleman,  as  I  proceeded,  to  admit  the 
the  proportion  I  gave  was  right,  13,041. 

Mr.  COX.  It  IS  18,478.  The  gentleman  has 
made  a  mistake 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  That  is  my  statement  in 
regard  to  that  thing ;  but  the  gentleman  now 
says  the  difference  between  us  is  four  hundred ; 
and  that  will  be  more  than  overcome  by  re- 
ducing the  ratio  136,000,  as  stated  by  me  in 
round  numbers,  to  the  exact  figure. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  question 
is  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Marshall]  to  the  amendment  of 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Fabnswobth.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  ask  that  my  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  be  again  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

After  tbe  words  *'  at  large,"  in  line  twelve,  section 
two.  of  Mr.  Fabnswobth^  amendment,  insert,  **and 
in  all  elections  of  Representatives  aforesaid,  each 

aualified  voter  may  castas  many  votes  for  one  oandi- 
ate  as  there  are  Kepresentatives  to  be  elected  by 
the  State  at  large,  or  may  distribute  the  some  or 
equal  parts  thereof  among  the  candidates  as  he  shall 
see  fit.  and  the  candidates  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected." 

The  committee  divided ;  and  there  were — 
ayes  74,  noes  90. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  offer  an  amendment  which  I  think  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  anywhere  in  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

As  an  additional  section  insert  the  following  be- 
tween sections  two  and  three:  '*  That,  after  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  to  the  Forty-Third  Congress, 
the  election  of  all  Representatives  in  Congress  shall 
be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday 
of  November  of  each  alternate  year,  except  in  case 
of  special  elections  ordered  to  fill  a  vacancy." 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  ob 
ject  of  this  amendment  is  to  provide  a  uniform 
time  of  electing  Representatives  in  Congress, 
beginning  with  the  elections  to  the  Forty- 
Fourth  Congress.  My  reason  for  putting  it  off 
till  then  is  to  allow  some  States  time  to  change 
their  constitutions,  so  as  to  bring  the  State 
election  on  the  same  day. 

If  I  were  looking  at  this  matter  in  a  partisan 
view  only,  i  should  prefer  to  leave  the  elections 
as  they  are  now,  because  we  always  hear  from 
Maine  first,  and  that  gives  a  cast  to  the  whole 
elections  for  the  jrear.  But  on  account  of  the 
facility  for  colonization  and  repeating  among 
the  large  central  States,  New  York  holding 
its  election  in  November,  and  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Indiana  holding  their  elections 
in  October,  the  privilege  is  allowed  the  border 
States,  if  any  man  is  so  disposed,  of  throwing 
voters  across  from  one  into  the  other.  I  think 
it  will  be  fair  for  everybody  that  on  the  day 
when  one  votes  all  should  vote,  and  that  the 
whole  question  should  be  decided  then. 

Again,  there  is  another  and  a  different  ques- 
tion. Every  fourth  year  many  of  the  States 
have  to  hold  two  elections :  one  for  the  State 
on  one  day,  and  one  for  the  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  on  another  day.  This 
throws  a  great  burden  needlessly  and  uselessly, 
it  seems  to  me,  upon  the  people,  and  1  move 
this  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  uniform  elec- 
tion to  take  place  in  the  future  at  a  time  when 
all  the  State  constitutions  as  to  State  elections 
may  be  conformed  to  it,  if  the  people  of  the  State 
choose  to  conform  them  to  it ;  for  the  amend- 
inent  itself  would  have  no  effect  on  State  elec- 
tions as  such,  and  is  not  intended  to  have  any 
effect  on  State  elections  as  such. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 

MK8SAGB  FROM  THB  8BNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  byMr.  Sympsok, 
one  of  its  clerks,  informed  the  Uouse  that  the 
Senate  had  agreed  to  the  concurrent  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  print- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 


rency two  thousand  extra  copies  of  his  recent 
report. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  612)  to 
provide  for  a  deficiency  in  the  ^propriationa 
for  the  expenses  of  taking  the  ninth  census  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

APPORTIONMENT    BILL. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  few 
minutes  which  I  have  it  will  be  im|>08sible  for 
me  to  do  more  than  indicate  my  views  upon 
the  subject  under  discussion.  And  in  its  con- 
sideration it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  House 
first  to  determine  and  settle  the  number  of 
Representatives  for  the  whole  country,  and 
then  to  apportion  ihem  to  and  among  the  sev- 
eral States.  And  this  duty,  Mr.  Chairman, 
should  be  performed  with  the  single  purpose 
of  advancing  and  serving  the  interMts  of  all 
sections,  and,  if  possible,  of  doing  injury  to 
none.  While  I  take  just  pride  in  being  a  son 
of  Pennsylvania — a  State  glorious  in  her  his- 
tory and  marvelous  in  her  progress  and  develop- 
ment— I  would  not  forget  that  she  is  one  of  a 
sisterhood  of  States,  each  shedding,  while 
receiving,  luster  from  the  others.  As  no  mem- 
ber of  toe  natural  body  can  suffer  without  all 
the  members  suffering,  so  no  member  of  the 
body-politic  can  suffer  without  injury  to  all. 
Hence,  I  have  no  sympathy  with  argument,  or 
rather  objections,  against  the  increase  of  rep- 
resentation in  this  House,  which  spring  from 
no  better  soil  than  sectional  prejudice.  We 
have  had  too  much  of  that  feeling  in  the  conn- 
try,  and  our  experience  of  its  bitter  fruits  has 
been  too  sore  and  appalling  for  me  to  engage 
in  its  revival  here  or  elsewhere.  I  trust  that 
it  is  now  sleeping  the  sleep  of  death. 

It  has  be^n  charged  upon  this  floor,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  Democracy  are  opposed  to 
popular  representation — or,  in  other  words,  to 
an  increase  of  the  members  of  this  House.  As 
an  individual  member  of  that  party,  I  can  speak 
simply  for  myself;  and  I  say  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  reasonable  increase  in  our  congressional 
representation.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  of 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Mercur,]  which  fixes  the 
number  of  Representatives  at  two  hundred  and 
eighty,  being  an  increase  of  thirty-nine  over 
the  number  allowed  by  the  act  of  4th  March, 
1862,  because  I  believe  it  does  substantial  jus- 
tice to  all  sections  of  the  country.  In  1860 
our  actual  population  was  31,443,821,  and  our 
representative  population  29,550,028 — being  an 
excess  of  the  actual  over  the  representative 
population  of  1,893,293.  In  1870  our  actual, 
population  was  38,582,852,  and  our  represent- 
ative 38,118,253 — being  an  excess  of  the  actual 
population  of  only  469,599;  while  the  increase 
in  the  actual  population  during  the  decade  is 
7,139,531,  ana  in  the  representative  8,563,2^^. 
The  fact  that  the  representative  has  increased 
more  rapidly  than  the  actual  population  in  the 
last  ten  years  is  accounted  for  by  the  adoption 
of  the  constitutional  amendments  abolishing 
slaverer,  and  providing,  as  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, the  whole  number  of  persons  in  each 
State,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed. 

Here,  then,  we  have  an  actual  increase  of 
population,  since  the  last  apportionment  was 
made,  of  7,139,531.  And  taking  the  five  States 
in  which  there  has  been  the  larg^est  actual  in- 
crease in  representative  population,  although 
not  the  largest  gain  per  cent.,  they  stand  thus : 
in  Illinois,  increase  827,940;  Pennsylvania, 
615,576;  Missouri,  595,256;  Iowa,  516,879; 
and  New  York,  502,024. 
Now,  by  leaving  the  representation  unchanged 
Pennsylvania  would  get  but  twenty-two  mem- 
bers, a  loss  of  two,  although  her  representa- 
tive population  is  615,000  more  than  it  was 
ten  years  ago,  when  she  got  twenty-four  mem- 
bers ;  and  this  loss  wouM  really  be  sustained 
by  the  rural  districts,  where  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory is  largest,  but  where  the  increase  of 
population  has  been  the  least. 

It  is  said  that  twenty-two  bears  the  same 
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agrees  in  its  main  features  with  the  table  far- 
nished  by  the  Census  Bureau,  which  I  hold  in 
my  handS)  and  which  has  been  furnished  to 
every  member.  Thnt  table  is  calculated  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  1850.  It  takes  the  aggregate 
representative  population  of  the  Unit^States 
and  divides  it  by  the  whole  number  which  are 
to  constitute  Uie  House  of  Representatives. 
The  product  of  that  division  constitutes  the 
ratio.  It  is  a  simple  matter  and  clear  to  every 
one.  The  Illinois  bill  follows  that  law  and 
follows  that  table. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  at- 
tacked this  table  upon  one  or  two  occasions, 
but  after  a  careful  examination  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that  that  tabic,  as  furnished  by  the 
Census  Bureau,  is  clear,  reliable,  and  correct 
in  all  its  results,  and  that  it  is  to  be  relied 
upon  as  an  accurate  computation,  an  accurate 
statement  of  facts  and  figures  altogether  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  requirements  of  the  law  of 
1860.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
indicated  that  there  are  several  ronjorily  frac- 
tious in  this  table  for  which  credit  is  not  given. 
That  follows  from  the  provision  of  the  law  of 
1860,  which  requires  that  only  so  many  major- 
ity fractions  shall  be  allowed  members  as  shall 
suffice  to  fill  the  number  fixed  for  the  House 
of  Representatives.  It  fixes  the  limit  for  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  there  stops.  The  re- 
sult is  that  fifteen  States  are  allowed  a  mem- 
ber for  fractions,  and  three  that  have  fractions 
arc  not  allowed  members. 

I  now  come  to  the  only  difference  between 
the  Illinois  bill  and  the  census  tables ;  and  I 
think  it  is  a  very  proper  and  commendable 
alteration.  The  bill  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Farnsworth,]  as  it  now  stands, 
proposes  to  allow  one  member  for  each 
majority  fraction,  which  increases  the  whole 
number  from  two  hundred  and  eighty  to 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three.  It  is  upon  the 
theory  that  it  is  better  for  us  not  to  stickle 
about  two  or  three  more  seats  in  this  House 
if  we  thereby  deprive  several  hundred  thou- 
sand people  of  representation.  I  think  the 
Illinois  bill  a  fair  and  just  one,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  adopted. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  POITER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
proviso  to  the  second  section  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Farnswortu,]  in  order  that  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  say  something  on  this  very  im- 
portant subject. 

This  debate,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  proceeded 
for  some  days,  during  which  we  have  been 
favored  with  much  discussion  in  respect  of 
fractious  and  figures,  and  the  effect  of  the  dif- 
ferent plans  that  have  been  brought  forward 
upon  particular  States,  and  in  respect  also  of 
the  constitutional  (question  which  arjses  under 
the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments  to  the 
Constitution.  But  during  all  this  discussion  it 
has  been  taken  for  granted  that  the  number  of 
Representatives  which  should  compose  this 
House  under  the  uew  apportionment  should 
be  about  two  hundred  and  eighty.  And  when 
the  reason  for  fixing  upon  any  such  number  as 
that  is  challenged  in  debate,  the  gentleman  in 
charge  of  this  bill  [Mr.  Fauksworth]  moves 
at  once  that  general  debate  be  closed  in  an 
hour,  and  we  are  thus  left  with  but  five  minutes 
or  so  each  in  which  to  discuss  this  most  im- 
portant matter. 

Now,  why  should  two  hundred  and  eighty 
be  about  the  number  that  should  compose  this 
House?  No  reason  has  been  assigned  for 
that  in  debate  ;  but  it  has  been  assumed,  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  opinions  expressed  in 
conversation  on  the'  fioor,  that  two  hundred 
and  eighty  was  about  the  proper  number, 
because  wiih  that  number  of  luembers  for  this 
House  each  State  would  retain  at  least  its 
present  number  of  Representatives,  except  the 
two  States  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire. 
But,  sir,  that  is  a  reason  merely  personal  to 


gentlemen  who  may  expect  to  remain  in  Con- 
gress ;  for  the  States  will  lose  nothioff,  what- 
ever the  number  of  this  House  ma^  be  fixed 
at,  in  their  proportion  of  representation.  When 
a  State  is  reduced  from  twenty  votes  out  of 
two  hundred  to  ten  votes  in  one  hundred,  it 
has  lost  absolutely  nothing  of  its  rights.  If 
upon  the  new  apportionment  which  must  be 
had,  any  State  in  a  House  of  the  present  num- 
ber would  have  a  smaller  nnmber  of  Repre- 
sentatives than  it  now  has,  it  wo61d  neverthe- 
less retain  all  the  proportionate  representation 
it  was  entitled  to,  and  so  would  lose  nothing, 
although  there  may  be  gentlemen  here  who 
would  bo  prevented  by  the  change  from  longer 
representing  their  State.  But  that  would  be  a 
loss  to  gentlemen  personally,  and  not  to  the 
States  or  to  the  people. 

If  we  should  have  a  House  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  members  or  thereabouts,  my  State, 
iustead  of  longer  having  thirty-one  members 
here,  would  l^ve  but  twenty-eight ;  therefore 
three  of  us,  in  that  event,  could  not  possibly 
come  back  here.  That,  however,  is  a  consid- 
eration affecting  us  personally;  but  so  far 
as  the  State  and  its  people  are  concerned,  it 
is  a  consideration  of  no  importance  at  all. 
Indeed,  I  insist  that  it  is  a  grave  objection  to 
this  bill  that  it  fixes  the  number  of  the  House 
at  that  number  which  leaves  a  seat  for  every 
member  but  two  at  present  in  the  House — and 
I  hear  those  two  «re  to  be  provided  for  by 
amendment — and  that  it  has  nothing  else  in 
respect  of  the  number  which  shall  compose 
the  House  to  commend  iL  That  is,  it  is  a  bill 
in  the  interest  of  members  personally,  and  not 
of  their  States  or  of  their  constituents. 

It  has  been  suggested,  sir,  in  this  debate 
that  it  was  necessary  for  every  State  that  it 
should  haveat  leastas  many  members  under  the 
new  apportionment  as  it  has  now,  faltbough 
that  result  would  largjely  increase  the  whole 
number  composing  this  body,)  in  order  that 
the  interests  of  the  State  and  of  the  people 
upon  this  floor  may  be  properly  cared  for. 
Even  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Niblack] 
argued  yesterday  that  though  New  England 
would  lose  under  this  bill  six  members,  she 
would  still,  with  the  members  she  would  yet 
have  in  this  House,  and  her  present  number  of 
Senators,  retain  quite  as  much  influence  as  she 
ought  to  have.  As  if  her  influence  would  be 
diminished  by  a  diminution  in  the  actual  nnm- 
ber of  her  Representatives,  although  her  just 
proportional  representation  was  preserved. 
But  surely  this  is  a  mistake.  Whatever  may 
be  the  number  of  the  House  hereafler,  New 
England  will  have  exactly  that  vote  in  the 
House  which  by  reason  of  her  population  she 
is  entitled  to,  and  as  much,  therefore,  as  her 
States  or  any  of  the  States  ought  to  have; 
while,  as  regards  the  actual  number  of  her 
members,  whether  deprived  of  two  or  of  six, 
she  will  lose  nothing  in  her  influence.  That 
this  is  so  is  indeed  oest  illustrated  by  one  of 
these  very  New  England  States. 

Massachusetts  has  ten  members  in  this 
House  and  New  York  has  thirty-one.  Not 
to  refer  to  this  Congress  I  will  remind  gentle- 
men that  in  the  last  Congress  Massachusetts, 
with  her  ten  members,  had  the  chairmanships 
of  five  of  the  principal  committees  of  the 
House — the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Reconstruction,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
while  New  York,  with  thirty -one  members! 
had  the  chairmanship  of  but  one  committee, 
and  that  only  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific 
liailroad  I  Having  regard  to  the  right  which 
the  chairmen  of  some  of  these  committees 
possess  under  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
claim  the  floor  of  this  House  at  all  times, 
Massachusetts,  with  a  million  and  a  half  of 
people,  had  in  the  Forty- First  Congress  more 
to  say  in  this  House,  more  control,  and  in 
every  respect  but  in  the  number  of  votes  she 
cast,  more  power  than  New  York,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  four  and  a  half  millions. 


Sir,  I  do  not  complain  of  that.  It  was  the 
constitutional  right  of  Massachusetts ;  it  was 
an  advantage  due  to  the  wisdom  of  her  policy. 
A  member  of  this  House,  than  whom  none  is 
more  able  and  distinguished,  himself  a  New 
England  Republican,  said  to  me  during  the 
last  Congress  that  when  the  middle  States  of 
this  Union  should  learn  to  send  their  best  men 
to  this  House  and  to  keep  them  here,  they 
would  control  this  Government ;  but  that  just 
so  long  as  they  adhered  to  that  principle  of 
rotation  which  takes  men  away  from  the  House 
before  they  become  familiar  with  the  duties 
and  rules  of  the  House,  and  get  those  posi- 
tions on  committees  which  result  from  long 
service  here,  just  so  long  those  States  would 
fritter  away  the  power  and  influence  in  this 
Government  which  by  their  central  geograph- 
ical position  the^  ought  to  have.  Sir,  I  repeat 
I  do  not  complam  of  this.  Whatever  influence 
and  power  Massachusetts  has  here,  she  has 
as  of  right ;  and  she  will  continue  to  have  it, 
whether  this  House  be  composed  of  one  hun- 
dred or  of  five  hundred  members,  so  long  as  she 
pursues  the  same  wise  policy  as  to  her  members 
of  Congress  that  she  has  adopted  heretofore. 

Mr. Chairman,  the  only  consideration  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  we  should  admit  upon  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  is  what  number  of  members  is 
necessary  to  secure  a  faithful  representation 
of  all  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  people 
here,  consistent  with  the  efficient  discharge  of 
public  business.  As  regards  the  discharge  of 
public  business,  what  is  the  present  condition 
of  things?  We  have  now  a  House  composed 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  members.  Can  any- 
body speak  here  so  as  to  be  heard  throughout 
the  Hall?  Can  business  be  dispatched  in  a 
deliberate  tone  of  voice  or  manner?  When  a 
man  begins  to  speak  in  this  House,  he  has  to 
raise  his  voice  and  shout  with  ajl  his  might, 
and  presently  he  is  obliged  to  thrash  about 
with  his  arms  in  order  to  supply  his  lungs 
with  the  necessary  blood  to  keep  up  the 
volume  of  voice  required.  Next  he  gets 
excited  and  violent ;  and  thus  it  results  that 
the  legislation  of  one  of  the  most  powerful 
bodies  in  the  world  is  conducted  with  more 
apparent  violence,  with  less  deliberation,  and 
with  less  creditable  manner,  than  that  of  per- 
haps any  other  civilized  country.  Why,  sir, 
legislation  like  that  of  this  body,  which  affects 
the  gravest  rights  of  the  people,  ought  to  be 
carried  on  in  a  deliberate  mauner — ought  to 
be  conducted,  if  possible,  in  a  conversational 
tone  of  voice.  In  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  its  six  hundred  and  fifty  members,  forty 
constitute  a  <}uorum  for  general  business  and 
twenty  for  pnvate  bills.  The  members  nestle 
around  in  a  little  space  in  front  of  the  speaker, 
and  nobody  has  to  raise  his  voice  greatly  to 
be  heard.  While  in  this  House,  in  which  by 
constitutional  provision  a  quorum  must  always 
be  at  least  a  majority  of  the  whole  House,  iu 
order  to  command  any  attention  beyond  those 
who  immediately  surround  us  we  are,  on  the 
other  hand,  obliged  to  shout  until  we  make 
an  exhibition  of  ourselves  creditable  neither 
to  us  nor  to  the  legislation  of  the  country  ;  and 
yet  it  is  proposed  for  the  next  ten  years  to  still 
further  increase  these  embarrassments  to  wise 
legislation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  last 
addressed  the  Chuir  has  suggested  that  the 
people,  whose  puise  is  quickly  felt  here,  want 
more  Uei>re8entatives.  I  confes^I  do  not  see 
any  indication  of  that  kind  so  far  as  I  come  in 
contact  with  the  people.  During  the  la&t  ten 
years  many  of  the  congressional  districts  of 
this  country  have  increased  very  much  in  pop- 
ulation. In  ^ome  districts  there  are  now  over 
two  hundred  thousand  people.  In  my  own  dis- 
trict there  are  now  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand;  and  yet  can  anybody  say  that  the 
more  populous  districts  of  the  country  are  less 
effectually  represented,  or  that  the  people  have 
any  more  difficulty  in  expressing  their  will  and 
having  it  obeyed  than  in  districts  having  but  one 
hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  people? 
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No  Bueb  complsiDt  or  luggeatioD  bu  «vbt  been 
made,  to  Ear  as  1  knov.  Uu  the  contr&rj,  aucb 
is  the  condition  of  the  countrj,  sucb  are  the 
&cilities  of  coinmunicKtion  b;  railnaf  and 
tel^raph,  and   generally  the  varioui   means 

b«eoDie  M  developed,  that  a  Representative 
can  close);  represent  a  district  containing  two 
hundred  thousand  people,  and  maintain  gen- 
eral and  constant  communicatioD  with  his  con- 
•titaenla,  with  &[  mora  ease  than  was  the  case 
when  the  QovernmeDt  was  established  and  the 
constitaencf  was  but  thirty  thousand.  Sir,  it 
1b  not  the  people  who  want  more  Represent- 
«ti>es>  but  the  Be^resentatives  who  want  an 
opportnnity  to  continue  to  be  Representatives. 
AI7  own  judgment  is,  that  in  the  proportion 
yoD  increase  the  quota  of  representation  yon 
will  be  apt  to  increase  the  dignity  of  the  repre- 
•eatativa  office  an delsTate  the  character  of  the 
persons  who  come  here  as  RepreaeutotiTes  of 
the  people.  I  Gtmly  believe  that  the  people 
wanld  be  better  represented,  that  business 
would  be  better  diapatched,  with  one  hundred 
and  Shy  memberi  in  this  House,  than  with  two 
handred  and  .fifty.  But  when  this  body,  now 
coosUliog  of  two  handred  and  forty  members, 
is  swelled  to  two  hundred  and  eighty,  then  I 
belicTe  that  this  "  cave  of  the  winds,"  as  some- 
body has  called  it,  will  have  become  very  much 
worse,  as  re^rda  its  confusion,  as  regards  the 
inability  of  members  to  understand  the  course 
of  boainess,  as  Tegarde  the  carelessness  and 
want  of  responaibiiity  eshibited  on  the  part  of 
membera,  toan  it  has  ever  been  before.  And 
bera  let  meodd  one  other  objection  to  increas- 
iof  the  Bomber  of  this  body  which  occurs  to 
me;  and  that  is,  as  Kepresenbttivei  are  in- 
creaaed  in  namber,  the  number  of  propositions 
brousbt  before  the  Hoase  is  pro  portion  ably  in- 
creased in  number.  The  fertility  of  oar  peo- 
ple in  invention  and  suggestion  is  notorious. 
Even  DOW  the  House  is  overwhelmed  with  the 
rash  of  bills  and  resolutions,  which  two  bati- 
dred  and  forty  members  bring  before  iL  And 
10  increase  the  House  one  sixth,  is  to  increase 
justsomnch  the  difficulties  of  wise,  provident, 
and  CArefal  legislation,  already  so  great. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
Ur.  HALDEMaN.  1  renew  the  amend- 
oient  lo  the  amendment. 

Hr.  Chairman,  I  desire  only  at  this  time  to 
call  stUeDtion  to  what  I  consider  a  very  import- 
ant neglect  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
IUr.  FABMawoRTHJ  and  my  cdteflgne  from 
ennsylvania  [Ur.  Mcaoua]  in  the  pending 
bill  and  substitute.  It  is  that  neither  of  these 
bills  provides  for  apermanent  organiiatjon  of 
this  House,  nor  provides  for  on  apportion' 
ment  of  represeulation  among  the  taver*l 
States  ia  the  decade  that  shall  succeed  this, 
sad  after  the  census  of  1S80.  They  determined 
and  fixed  the  number  for  each  of  the  States, 
bat  they  in  no  wise  provide  for  the  change  of 
the  baais  of  representation  which  will  take 
place  within  the  next  decade.  The  ConsUta- 
tioD  requires  the  census  shall  be  taken  each 
ten  jemts,  and  the  members  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  ihe  several  States  in  proportion 
lo  their  population.  Such  on.  apportionment 
eoald  not  be  had  ten  years  hence  under  either 
of  these  bills.   The  nnniber  of  Representatives 


from  Pennsylvania  apportions  to  each  State 
would  not  lie  even  an  approximation  to  the 
Duoiber  ^at  each  State  would  be  entitled  to 
afier  the  next  eeosas  and  under  the  constitu- 
tional proviiioDS  which  so  plainly  require  that 

ditisor  dioaldbe  employed  in-  determining 
the  number  of  Itepresentativee  each  State  Is 
entitled  to.  In  the  language  of  the  Constitn- 
lion,  "  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned 
amoog  the  several  Stales  according  to  their 
respective  nnmbera."  This  manirastly  implies 
Ihe  aeareat  common  divisor  or  ratio  for  each 
•ad  every  Stale,  which  ratio  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  find  under  either  of  these  bills, 


wherein  a  fixed  representation  is  given  to 
each  State,  and  no  provision  made  for  change* 
in  the  popnlatioos  of  the  States  in  the  course 

Originallv  members  were  apportioned  among 
tbe  several  States  by  those  who  framed  oor 
system  of  government  b^  first  determining  a 
representative  basis,  which  was  fixed  in  tbe 
first  instance  at  thirty  thousand.  But  in  time, 
and  decade  after  decade,  the  Congress  some- 
times fixed  the  number  of  members,  and  some- 
times first  determined  tbe  represenlative  ratio. 
Upon  one  or  other  of  these  principles  each  ap- 
portionment has  been  baaed,  and  no  apportion- 
ment can  be  logically  founded  upon  any  other. 
Neither  of  these  bills,  upon  its  face,  shows  you 
upon  wbatprincipleof  representation  the  Rep- 
resentatives are  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States.  Thare  is  nothing  in  the  bills 
themselves  to  tell  ns  tbe  principle  adopted  by 
the  gentlemen.  We  only  know  that  a  certain 
definite  number  of  Representatives  are  to  be 
given  to  each  State. 

My  colleague  says  he  experimented.  The 
bill  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Illinoia  is  ulent. 
Now,  it  is  well  known  that  at  every  recorriag 
period  of  ten  years  this  House  and  the  country 
were  agitated  by  the  discussion  between  the 
larger  and  the  smaller  States,  until  the  year 
1850.  when  in  tbe  census  bill  were  incorpo- 
rated two  provisions  exceedingly  wise,  one  pro- 
viding for  taking  the  census  each  decade  in 
case  CoogresB  sbonld  fail  to  provide  for  it,  and 
tbe  other  establishing  *  fixed  law,  however 
just  or  nnjust  you  may  consider  it,  in  accord- 
ance with  which  the  Mcretary  of  the  Interior 
performing  a  clerical  duty,  ahonid  apportion 
the  Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
thus  secnring  a  permanent  organization  of  this 
House,  as  contemplated  by  the  Constitution. 

Now,  Hr.  Chairman,  in  view  of  the  sad 
events  of  the  last  ten  years,  when  State  after 
Biate  withdrew  from  these  Halls,  sbonld  we 
still  hug  to  Dursalvei  the  fond  delusion  that 
these  people  are  a  people  so  blessed  by  tbe 
Deity  that  we  are  not  subject  to  tha  ills  which 
other  nations  are  subjected  to?  Must  we  not 
remember  different  branches  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  have  attempted  to  exclude  one  another? 
Is  it  right  that  we  should  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  failing  to  pstss  a 
bill  apportioning  members  among  the  States? 
Do  we  wish  to  be  at  the  meroy  of  an  Executive 
&iiling  to  sign,  or  vetoing  a  bill,  and  thus  dis- 
solving the  representative  body  of  the  people 
which  holds  the  purse-BtnngsT 

I  consider  this  so  important,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  I  have  prepared  an  amendmentin  the  form 
of  a  substitute  which  I  will  offer  at  the  proper 
time.  I  think,  whatever  We  do,  however  we 
disensa  questions  of  fractions  of  larger  States 
against  smaller  ones,  however  mncn  we  may 
remember  that  Pennsylvania,  with  a  population 
of  three  million  five  hundred  thousand,  can 
have  only  one  fraction,  while  New  England, 
with  a  population  of  three  million  fivehnndrea 
thousand,  most  have  sis  fractions,  and  may 
have  six  additional  members,  however  much 
we  may  remember  that  New  England,  with  a 
population  of  three  million  five  hnndred  thou- 
sand, has  six  fractions,  while  New  York,  with 
apcipulatinn  of  fenr  million  four  handred  thou- 
sand, has  only  one  fraction ;  however  much  we 
may  feel  on  these  questions,  I  do  hope  that, 
rising  above  partf  and  section  and  State,  we 
may  Keep  firmly  10  mind  the  necessity  of  per- 
manently organizing  this  Honse,  of  placing 
onr  existence  as  a  body  beyond  the  reach- of 
senatorial  jealousy  or  executive  ambition 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman 
withdraw  his  amendment  to  the  amendment? 

Hr.  HALDEHAN.     1  do. 

The  CHAIRUAN.  Tbequestion  recurson 
the  following  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Hr.  FiaxswoaTH:} 

Bsc.S.  Tfaatinsseb  Slate  gntitlBduDderthislaw 
'to  mora  than  one  Rspmantativa,  the  number  to 
whioh  said  SlatM  maj  be  tnUtiMlin  the  Forv-TUid 


Hr.  HAYNARD.  I  desire  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Farhhwortb,}  rather  than  a  motion,  that  the 
third  section  be  stricken  out.  It  in  not  only 
nnnecessaiy,  but  ineleeant  and  nngraceful. 

Hr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  the  gentleman 
make  bis  motion,  then. 

Mr.  UAYNARD.  I  move,  then,  tajimend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  that  section. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Tbe  qnestion  next  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Fahhsworth,  as  amended. 

Tbe  committee  divided ;  and  there  were— 
ayes  84.  noes  76. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Hr.  FtaKavoRTR 
and  Mr   Hgrour  were  appointed. 

Ur.  CONGER.  Woulditbepropertodlvide 
that  amendment  and  have  a  separate  vote  on 
Iheproviso? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  rules  that 
the  amendment  cannot  be  divided. . 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  84,  noes  87. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Haasachu setts.  I  now 
desire  to  offer  m^  amendment  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  bill,  to  come  in  as  an 
additional  section,  section  two. 

Hr.  SHANES.  Will  not  this  deprive  ns  of 
the  privilege  of  going  back  to  tho  previous 
section  ? 

The  CHAIRUAN.  The  Chair  would  decide 
that  any  part  of  the  original  bill  would  be 
amendable.  The  Clerk  will  report  tbe  amend- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 

[Mr.   BCTLER.J 

Tha  Clerk  read  as  follows; 
That  tbe  eleot§Dii  of  a11  Rcnraaanlatlvei  in  Cnn- 
*ran  shall  be  held  on  the  flraCTaaadar  after  the  Bnt 
Honday  of  Novembsr  of  eiieh  alEerDsta  jaar,  ntUr 
tha  election  of  aleolon  of  Prmident  and  Vic-e  Proi- 
idsntln  thevearlSTZ  '         '  '   ' 


rUw'f 


oapt  in  oaia  of  ipacial  alee- 

Hr.  COBURN.  I  think  a  question  arises 
here  of  precedence  in  tbe  order  of  basiness. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Shanes]  proposes  to  amend 
the  first  section  as  it  stands,  and  unless  the 
gentleman  from  Hassachusetts  [Mr.  Bctlbr] 
has  special  reasons  for  pressing  bis  amend* 
ment  just  now  I  think  the  committee  would 
act  more  logically  in  taking  the  amendment 
of  my  colleague  first. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN.  Theamendmentof  the 
gentleman  from  Hassachusetts,  [Mr.  BtriLfa,] 
which  he  offers  as  an  additional  section  of  the 
original  bill,  is  before  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massacbosetu.  I  only 
desire  to  say  that  this  amendment  was  offered 
to  the  Eubstitote  which  bas  been  lost,  and  I  now 
want  to  apply  it  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachuselta  [Mr.  Butler]  a 
qnestion,  merely  for  information.  WhereState 
constitolions  have  fixed  a  day  for  the  elfction 
of  members  of  Congress,  I  would  like  to  know 
how  yon  can  abrogate  these  by  an  act  of  this 
kind? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MaMachnaetts.  The  Con- 
stitution of  tbe  United  SMtea,  as  I  nndprstand 
it,  gives  us  the  power  to  fix  the  day  of  hold- 
ing the  election  of  Represenlativea.  But  wo 
cannot  interfere,  nor  does  this  amendment 
interfere,  with  the  day  of  holding  State   elcc- 
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tions.  And,  as  I  said  before,  the  time  forgiv* 
ing  effect  to  this  provision  has  been  put  off  till 
1874,  in  order  lo  give  the  Slates  time  to  alter 
their  uoustitutiona  iu  regard  to  their  State  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bctlga] 
whether,  by  the  language  of  his  amendment, 
States  in  electing  to  the  Forty-Third  Congress 
are  not  obliged  to  elect  on  the  Tuesday  follow- 
ing the  first  Monday  of  November. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  In  my  own  State  we  elect 
t^ir  the  Forty-Third  Congress  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  April,  1873,  and  under  that  amendment, 
as  I  understand  it,  we  are  obliged  to  elect  mera- 
l)ers  of  Congress  on  the  Tuesday  following  the 
first  Monday  of  November. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaohuaetts.  In  order 
to  save  all  possible  cavil  the  Clerk  will  please 
add  to  the  amendment  the  words  '^except for 
members  of  the  Forty- Third  Congress.'' 

Mr.*KELLOGG.    That  covers  th6  ground. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  to  read  the  clause 
of  the  Constitution  bearing  upon  this  point, 
It  is  as  follows: 

"Tbo  times,  plaoes,  and  manner  of  holding  eloo- 
tions  for  Senators  and  Repregentatives  shall  be  pre- 
scribed in  each  State  by  the  Legislatore  thereof; 
but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time  by  law  make  or 
alter  sucli  regulations,  except  as  to  the  plaoes  of 
oboosing  Senators." 

Mr.  COBURN.  The  gentlemaq  from  Mas- 
Faehusetts,  [Mr*  Butler,]  in  his  statement  in 
relation  to  the  time  at  which  this  law  shoald 
take  effect,  says  he  proposes  to  postpone  its 
operation  till  1874,  in  order  that  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  States  may  be  amended  so  as  lo 
bring  the  State  elections  to  the  same  date  as 
the  presidential.  It  strikes  me  that  that  may 
work  some  inconvenience,  and  possibly  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  whose  constitution  fixes  the 
general  election  in  October,  the  constitution 
would  not  be  amended  before  that  time,  our 
provision  as  to  amendments  to  the  constitution 
being  as  follows : 

"Any  amendment  or  amendiaents  to  this  oonstita- 
tion  may  be  proposed  in  either  branch  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly:  and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to 
by  a  majority  of  tbo  members  elected  to  eaoh  of  the 
two  houses,  such  propoied  amendment  or  amend- 
ments shall,  with  the  yeas  ana  nays  thereon,  be  en- 
tered on  their  journals,  and  referred  to  the  (General 
Assembly  to  be  chosen  at  the  next  general  election ; 
nnd  if,  in  the  Qeneral  Assembly  so  next  ohosen.  such 
proposed  amendmentor  amendments  shall  be  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  eaoh 
lioase.  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  submit  saoh  amendment  or  amendments 
to  the  electors  of  the  State;  and  if  a  majority  of  said 
electors  shall  ratify  the- same,  suoh  amendment  or 
amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  this  CQpstita- 
tion." 

Now,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  in  order  to 
get  an  amendment  of  our  constitution  would 
be  to  have  it  passed  by  the  next  Legislature, 
which  will  be  elected  at  the  next  election ; 
then,  two  years  after  that,  at  the  next  regular 
session  of  the  Legislature  (as  we  have  only 
biennial  sessions)  the  matter  would  be  again 
submitted  to  the  Legislature ;  and  then,  after 
that  Legislature  has  adopted  it,  at  the  next 
election  the  people  would  vote  upon  it,  and 
iliis  will  take  more  than  four  years.  So  that 
if  the  gentleman  wishes  to  postpone  the  opera- 
tion of  this  proposed  law  until  the  Stated  may 
amend  their  ooqsiitotions,  his  amendment  in 
its  present  form  will  avail  nothing  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned. 

A  word  now  as  to  the  point  of  coDvenienoe. 
We  have  biennial  elections  in  Indiana,  and  in 
one  year,  at  one  election,  that  is,  at  the  time 
of  the  presidential  election,  it  might  be  con- 
venient for  our  people  to  vote  for  members  of 
Congress  at  the  time  indicated  in  the  amend- 
ment; that  is,  once  in  four  years.  But  at  the 
election  intervening  between  the  presidential 
elections,  such  a  law  as  this  would  work  very 
great  inconvenience.  We  could  elect  no  offi- 
cers nt  that  time  except  members  of  Congress. 
We  should  have  an  election  for  State,  county, 
and  township  officers  in  October,  and  only 
ipemberi  of  Congrew  would  be  elected  in 


November,  thus  needlessly  doubling  election 
expenses  and  troubles  in  that  year. 

Now,  in  enacting  laws  the  ease  with  which 
they  can  be  carried  out  and  the  convenience 
of  the  people  should  be  looked  to,  and  this 
amendment  would  entail  unnecessary  incon* 
venience  upon  us,  while  it  would  work  very 
little  good.  It  may  be  said  that  it  would  be 
a  very  great  advantage  to  have  all  the  elec* 
tions  held  at  the  same  time,  as  there  might  be 
some  safeguards  against  colonization  and 
other  frauds.  Bat  we  in  Indiana  have  not 
found  that  any  great  frauds  or  wrongs  con- 
nected with  the  holding  of  elections  have  been 
committed  by  persons  from  neighboring  States, 
and  we  are  willing,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
to  take  the  risk  of  that  rather  than  suffer  the 
worse  alternative  presented  by  this  amend- 
ment. 

It  strikes  me,  therefore,  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts  contem- 
plates such  an  interference  in  the  elections  in 
the  States  as  would  not  be  acceptable,  and  would 
work  very  great  inconvenience,  and  I  therefore 
feel  like  opposing  it. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana.  I  move,  pro 
formOj  to  strike  out  the  last  word  of  the  pend- 
ing amendment.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Lidiana  upon  this  subjecL 
I  understand  that  it  has  been  the  settled  policy 
of  the  Government  to  leave  this  matter  of 
choosing  Representatives  in  Congress  to  be 
regulated  by  the  States.  Hitherto  Congress 
has  never  assumed  to  legislate  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
makes  this  provision  t 

**  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  boldinf  elec- 
tions for  Senatoriona  B^presentatives  shall  be  pre- 
scribed in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof; 
but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time  by  law  make  or 
alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
choosing  Senators," 

I  presume  that  there  can  be  no  question  that 
Congress  has  the  power  to  indulge  in  this  kind 
of  legislation,  but  it  having  been  the  practice 
from  the  earliest  histi>ry  of  this  Government  to 
allow  the  States  to  regulate  these  matters,as  they 
have  the  right  to  do  under  the  provision  above 
quoted,  the  State  of  Indiana  has  made  a 
regulation  on  the  subject.  By  the  constitution 
of  that  State  it  is  provided  that— 

"All  general  elections  shall  be  held  on  tha  secoad 
Tuesday  in  October." 

Acting  upon  the  settled  policy  of  the  Gov* 
ernment,  tne  State  of  Indiana  has  adopted 
this  constitution,  and  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  has  made  laws  fixing  the  time  of  holding 
elections  in  accordance  therewith.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  CoBURVJ  has  pointed  out  the  dif- 
ficulties and  delays  that  must  be  encountered 
in  attempting  to  change  the  State  constitution. 
Now,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  why  Con- 
gress should  now  interfere  to  disarrange  the 
matter  of  elections  in  that  State. 

What  occasion  is  there  for  this  amendment? 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  s%ys  that 
the  facilities  for  colonizing  voters,  and  for 
repeating,  have  become  very  great.  That  may 
be  true ;  but  I  presume  that  the  Legislatures 
of  the  various  States  have  it  in  their  power  to 

Eass  laws  to  prevent  those  violations  of  the 
allot-boz*  those  election  frauds  of  which  he 
speaks.  Certainly  it  is  ill-timed  to  put  into 
this  bill  a  provision  of  this  kind^  whicn  would 
disarrange  the  elections  in  a  great  many  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  I  'imagine,  from  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  says, 
that  they  in  that  State  would  labor  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  difficulties  that  we  would  in 
Indiana  if  this  section  is  adopted.  The  time  for 
holding  these  elections  is  fixed  in  the  State  of 
Indiana  by  the  constitution,  and  as  we  have  only 
biennial  elections  in  tbat  State,  it  would  happen 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amendment  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  we  would 
have  to  hold  in  every  alternate  two  years  an 
election  for  the  purpose  of  electing  members 
of  Congress  alone.  AH  of  our  State  officers 
ftod  &U  of  our  county  officers  would  be  elected 


in  October;  and  then  again  in  November  the 
State  would  be  put  to  the  expense,  and  the 
people  to  the  inconvenience  of  holding  an  elec- 
tion for  the  sole  purpose  of  electing  members 
of  Congress.  There  is  no  necessity  for  this, 
and  therefore  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maseachneetts. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  this 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bittlbb. }  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  of  any  use  to  lay  a  word  in  opposi- 
tion to  it,  for  I  have  an  apprehension  that  the 
sentiment  of  the  House  may  be  largely  in  its 
favor. 

Sir,  the  State  of  Maine  has  had  a  ayttera 
ever  since  1820  which  she  will  have  to  change 
constitutionally  if  this  amendment  shall  be 
adopted.  We  have  become  used  to  it.  We  vote 
in  September,  and  we  ordinarily  vote  right  in 
September.  It  is  the  time  of  the  year  in  which, 
all  things  considered,  we  can  throw  the  fullest 
and  fairest  vote.  I  Know  the  gentleman  who 
has  offered  this  amendment  has  urged  in  its 
favor  an  argument  of  great  weight  and  con- 
sideration. But  taking  a  full  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, is- it  quite  fair  for  the  House  to  say  that 
we  in  the  State  of  Maine  shall  vote  ia  Novem- 
ber, when  we  desire  to  vote  according  to  our 
laws  and  the  system  to  which  we  have  been  so 
long  used,  to  vote  in  September  for  our  mem- 
bers of  Congress  ? 

There  are  many  advantages,  in  my  opinion, 
in  our  present  system  and  machinery  of  voting. 
By  it- we  have  a  shorter  political  contest.  We 
know  in  September  what  we  can  aflerward  do 
in  the  presidential  election  in  November;  and 
I  have  always  thought  that  we  had  a  decided 
advantage  in  this  in  avoiding  the  tedious  polit* 
ical  contests  of  other  States,  which  are  so  wear- 
ing to  mind  and  body  and  so  hard  upon  the 
pocket.     [Laughter.] 

There  is  another  reason  which  might  not 
apply  to  other  States,  for  I  am  willing  to  con- 
fess that  our  present  position  in  the  calen- 
dar of  voting  has  given  as  a  little  political 
prestige  and  consideration.  All  baitlea  have 
to  be  fought,  or  if  they  are  fairly  and  care- 
fully fought  ought  to  commence  wiih  a 
reconnois'sance. 

Mr.  MAYNABD.    Beoon^nolssanee. 

Mr.  PETERS.  My  fnend  from  Tennessee 
says  ^^reoon^noissanoe.''  Down  in  Maine, 
where  we  throw  a  full  and  fair  Repabliean 
vote,  we  call  it  **reconnois^sance;''  and  I 
stand  by  *^reconnois^sanoe.''  J[Laughter.] 
Now,  we  feel  around  a  little  up  in  Vermont, 
where  my  distinguished  white-beaded  friend 
[Mr.  Poland]  lives,  and  we  get  up  a  littie 
courage  there.  And  then  we  go  down  in  Maine 
for  work.  And  although  this  year  we  had  the 
valued  services  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  New  York,formerly  from  OhiOy[Mr.Cox,] 
who  talks  about  ships,  and  all  thos«  things, 
very  entertainingly  and  agreeably,  and  whom 
we  always  like  to  see  preseot  there,  yet  we 
whipped  him  and  his  party  completely  out  of 
their  boots  in  that  skirmish  in  Maine.  [Laugh- 
ter. 1  That  showed  what  the  country  waa  going 
to  do,  because  human  nature  is  the  same  ia 
Maine  as  everj«rhere  else. 

Mr.  MERCUR.     If  not  a  little  more  so. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Perhaps  a  liule  more  so, 
as  my  friend  says.  Now,  I  dislike  to  give  up 
to  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Butlbr]  this  political  prestige 
that  we  have  there.  It  will  be  an  advantage 
to  my  political  friends,  for  if  the  political  sen- 
timent of  this  countiy  ever  changes,  and  I 
hope  to  God  it  never  will,  the  first  breaking 
out  around  on  the  edges  you  will  see  away 
down  in  Maine.  I  hope,  however,  that  when 
you  do  see  it,  it  will  be  a  great  wa^  off*.  We 
want  in  the  future,  as  we  have  had  in  the  past, 
the  position  of  indicating  to  the  country  the 
first  sentiment  on  great  political  questions.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

f  Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  Afler  the  presidential  eleo- 
tion  of  184^ 
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tion  in  any  degree  of  the  Delegates  from  the 
Territories.  The  Constitation  provides  that 
members  of  the  Hoase  shall  be  such  as  are 
described  in  that  instrument.  This  rale  does 
not  at  all  interfere  with  that  constitational 
provision.  The  law  save  to  the  Territories 
the  right  to  send  to  Congress  a  Delegate  or 
advisory  member  in  regard  to  their  own  affairs. 
The  Delegate  has  the  right  to  participate  in 
debates  upon  affairs  relating  to  his  own  Ter- 
ritory, and  to  make  suggestions ;  and  a  motion 
is  only  a  suggestion.  It  is  the  same  as  asking 
the  Chair  to  put  a  question.  That  is  fixed  by 
law,  and  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights 
uf  members  at  all.  It  proceeds  on  the  sup- 
position, which  long  experience  has  shown  to 
be  a  correct  one,  that  a  man  who  comes  from 
a  Territory  is  likely  to  possess  information 
which  may  be  useful  to  the  members  of  the 
Uoase  who  are  to  legislate. 

The  Territories  have  become  numerous. 
Their  interests  are  veir  important.  They  are 
rapidly  growing  into  States.  And  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  have  reported  a  rule  that  the 
Delegates  shall  occupy  the  same  advisorjr  posi- 
tion on  committees  which  they  now  do  in  the 
House.  They  will  only  be  able  to  make  a 
suggestion  or  propose  action  in  the  committee. 
They  will  have  no  right  to  vote,  but  being 
there  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  they  will 
be  bound  to  obey  and  observe  every  rule 
of  the  House  precisely  the  same  as  if  they 
were  members.  There  is  very  good  reason 
why  these  advisory  privileges  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  Delegates  from  Territories  in 
the  meetings  of  the  committees,  and  that  will 
interfere  in  no  possible  way  with  the  very  high 
privilege  enjoyed  by  gentlemen  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  as  members  of  the  House  repre- 
senting States. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Fabxs- 
woRTu]  desires  to  ask  me  a  question. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  Constitution 
provides  that  all  legislative  powers  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress,  composed  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  the 
House  shall  b«  composed  of  members  from 
the  States.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman,  how 
is  the  legislative  power  ever  exercised  except 
by  a  motion  that  the  House  do  so  and  so,  or 
that  the  Senate  do  so  and  so? 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  would  say  that  that  is  not 
power.  The  power  to  propose  a  motion  is  not 
an  absolute  power. 

Mr  FARNSWORTH.  There  is  no  other 
way  of  exercising  power  in  such  a  body  as  this 
than  by  motion. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Certainly  the  Speaker  can 
present  questions  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  BANKS.  He  presents  them  to  the 
House  as  Speaker.  And  questions  can  be  pre- 
sented by  memorials.  The  absolute  power  of 
the  House  is  the  power  to  decide  by  its  vote 
on  all  questions.  With  that  power  we  do  not 
interfere,  but  we  can  if  we  choose  extend  the 
power  of  making  suggestions,  of  presenting  an 
argument,  and  even  submitting  propositions 
to  the  House  for  decision  by  a  vote  to  any  cit- 
izen of  the  country  who  may  ask  to  be  beard 
on  any  ouestion.  Now,  all  that  we  do  in  the 
case  of  Delegates  is  to  give  them  by  a  law 
that  which  we  are  competent  to  give  any  day 
on  any  question  to  any  of  the  citisens  of  the 
country  whom  we  may  choose  to  hear  on  any 
subject  that  may  come  before  us,  and  who, 
being  here,  may  ask  the  Chair  to  submit  to 
the  House  such  and  such  questions,  or  to  sub- 
mit a  question  in  snch  and  such  a  form.  And 
that  is  what  the  gentleman  calls  a  motion.  The 
power  is  to  decide.  Now,  it  is  dearlv  wise 
and  clearly  just,  the  interests  of  the  Territo- 
ries being  so  important  and  so  numeronsiand 
so  near  us  as  they  are,  that  we  should  admit 
their  Delegates  to  the  deliberations  of  the  com- 
mittees to  make  suggestions  under  the  exer- 
cise of  exactly  the  same  privileges  as  they 
have  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 


Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  say  just  a  word. 
There  is  a  precedent  for  this  action,  occurring 
in  the  year  1817,  in  the  case  of  a  Del^ate 
from  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  who  was 
appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  advisability  of  the  admission  of  that 
Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  COX.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Have  not 
the  territorial  Delegates  always  been  members 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse? 

Mr.  COX.  They  are  members  onlv  as  far 
as  the  law  of  Congress  gives  them  the  priv- 
ilege of  sitting  here  and  making  motions,  and 
not  voting. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  They  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  COX.  They  are  members  only  so  far 
as  the  law  of  Congress  gives  them  the  right  to 
sit  here  for  certain  purposes.  This  resolution 
is  not  intended  to  enlaige  any  of  their  powers 
or  rights.  It  is  for  the  convenience  of  the 
committees  more  than  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Delegates.  The^  come  here  to  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  information  in  regard  to 
their  Territories.  The  purpose  now  is  to  give 
them  a  chance  of  being  heard  in  regard  to  the 
business  of  those  Territories  in  advance  in 
these  committees,  so  as  to  post  the  committees 
as  to  territorial  affairs  or  District  of  Columbia 
affairs 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Then  why  not  make 
them  members  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs? 

Mr.  COX.    That  is  what  I  was  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  This  rule  rather 
circumscribes  their  usefulness. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  distribute  these  various 
Delegates  among  the  committees  for  the  pur 
pose  of  furnishing  information  to  the  commit- 
tees with'  reference  to  the  business  of  the  Ter- 
ritories, to  mines  and  mining,  and  Indian 
affairs.  I  will  not  go  any  further  in  the  enum- 
eration. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  You  had  belter  put 
them  on  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road also. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Will  the  gentlenian  from 
New  York  allow  me  to  make  an  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  COX.    I  will  hear  iu 

Mr.  ELDRIDQE.  My  inquiry  is  whether 
this  is  not  precisely  the  same  question  which 
he  once  argued  upon  this  floor  with  another 
member  of  the  House  from  Ohio,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  heads  of  Departments  occu- 
pying seats  upon  the  floor  of  Congress  to  give 
information  to  menabers  of  Congress?  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  precisely  that  question, 
and  nothing  more  nor  less. 

Mr.  COA.  There  is  no  analogy  and  no  com- 
parison at  all  between  the  two  cases.  The  one 
relates  to  the  executive  department  of  the 
Government,  and  the  other  to  the  legislative 
department. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  desire  to  answer  the 
objection  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Farnsworth]  makes,  that  the  power  of 
these  Delegates  to  sit  in  the  House  and  make 
motions  is  a  legislative  power.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  House  to  determine  whether  they 
possess  that  power  in  the  House  or  not.  But 
that  issue  is  not  raised  at  all  by  this  resolution, 
for  we  have  distinctly  restricted  the  powers 
which  we  propose  to  extend  to  the  Delegates 
by  this  resolution  to  such  only  as  they  possess 
in  this  Honse.  It  will  be  seen  that  nis  objec- 
tion, and  the  only  one  which  has  really  been 
raised  here  that  should  cast  a  doubt  on  the 
propriety  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution, 
amounts  to  nothing  when  it  is  explained.  If 
a  Delegate  does  not  possess  the  power  which 
the  gentleman  calls  a  legislative  power  to  make 
a  motion  in  this  House,  he  will  not  possess  it 
under  this  resolution  in  the  committee.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  is  simply  to  facilitate 
legislation,  and  to  make  that  legislation  intelli- 
gent and  wise  by  introducing  into  the  deliber* 


ations  of  these  two  committees  one  Delegate 
from  a  Territory  and  the  Delegate  from  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.    I  will. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  What  does  the  Dele- 
gate from  Colorado  know  of  the  necessities  of 
the  TerHtonr  of  Arizona? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  will  answer  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Why  not  put  all  the 
Delegates  on  the  committee? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  My  answer  is  that  the 
Delegates  have  formed  among  themselves  as 
it  were  a  muui  committee,  that  they  meet 
together  botn  socially  and  in  a  legislative  sense, 
and  the^  will  seek  through  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  instruct  and  enlighten  the  Committee 
on  the  Territories,  and  that  gentleman  will 
really  come  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries as  the  representative  of  the  opinions  of 
the  necessity  of  legislation  of  the  entire  num- 
ber, the  nine  representatives  of  the  Territo- 
ries. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  But  why  not  let 
them  all  in  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  was  in  favor  of  letting 
them  all  in  niyself. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  wisdom  of  the 
whole  is  greater  than  the  wisdom  of  one. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  But  the  addition  of  the 
nine  Delegates  to  the  committee  would  make 
it  cumbrous.  I  have  examined  the  subject  in 
all  its  bearings,  and  lean  see  no  possible  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution ;  and  I  now  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered ;  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RANDALL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JCNROLLED  BILL  8I0NBD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  612)  to  provide  for  a  deficiency  in 
the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  taking 
the  ninth  census  of  the  United  States ;  when 
the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

CaiLDRBN  OF  J.  X.  MARTIN. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  a  bill  and  have  it  referred,  with 
the  understanding  that  it  shall  not  be  brought 
back  into  the  House  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  accordingly  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  620)  for  the  relief  of  James 
C.  Martin,  Emilia  E.  Martin,  John  6.  Martin, 
and  Leonor  Martin,  children  of  J.  E.  Martin, 
deceased,  was  received,  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affi&irs. 

APPOINTMENTS  ON  C0MMITTBB8. 

The  SPEAKER,  in  compliance  with  the 
rule  of  the  House  adopted  this  day,  announced 
the  appointment  of  Jerome  B.  Chaffee,  of 
Colorado,  a^  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories,  and  Nobtok  P.  Chipmah  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  move  that  the  Honse  now 
a^ioum. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
fat  four  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes  p.  m.)  Uie 
Hotise  adjourned. 

PBTITI0N8,    BTC. 

The  following  petitions,  &o.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  * 

By  Mr.  ARTHUR :  The  petition  of  R.  S. 
Seinple  and  numerous  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  for  relief  from  the  grievances  of 
the  steamboat  law  of  February  28,  1^71,  and 
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for  the  iioprovement  of  the  water  roates  aod 
the  encoaragemeat  of  our  navigation  interests. 

Bj  Mr.  BUFFINTON:  The  memorial  of 
Charles  Drew  and  24  others,  citizens  of  Fair- 
haven,  Massachasetts,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  tax  on  savings  banks. 

Bj  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee:  The  peti- 
tion of  J.  K.  Milvin,  of  Washington  connt^, 
Tennessee,  praying  for  the  removal  of  his  polit- 
ical disabilities. 

By  Mr.  KING :  A  petition  for  a  post  roate 
from  O' Fallon,  via  Cottlevilie,  Hambnrg,  Me- 
chanicsville,  Dalhoff,  and  back  to  O^Fallon,  in 
St.  Charles  connty,  Missouri. 

Also,  a  petition  for  a  post  route  from  the 
city  of  Si.  Charles,  via  Portage  des  Sioax,  to 
the  city  of  Alton,  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  KINSBLLA :  The  petition  of  Ralph 
King,  for  claim  for  extra  services  rendered 
while  United  States  consul  at  Bremen. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  petition  of  Nathan 
Clark,  for  payment  of  property  taken  by  Uni- 
ted States  forces  in  1864. 

By  Mr.  M AYNARD :  The  peUtion  of  Mary 
Thomhill,  mother  of  John  A.  Thornhill,  de- 
ceased, late  of  the  ninth  Tennessee  cavalry, 
asking  for  pay  and  bounty. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Minerva  B.  Thornhill, 
of  Tennessee,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  R.  Duncan,  of 
Tennessee,  praying  for  pension. 

By  Mr.  McCHARY:  The  petition  of  Jacob 
A.  Kdwards,  private  in  company  C,  eleventh 
regiment  Iowa  volunteers,  for  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Desbrow,  widow 
of  Erastos  Desbrow.  for  same. 

By  Mr.  PECK:  The  petition  of  Charles  R. 
Messinger,  Chase,  Isherwood  &  Co.,  and  Wit- 
her, Nash  &  Co.,  tobacco  manufacturers  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  for  a  uniform  tax  of  sixteen 
cents  on  manufactured  and  smoking  tobacco. 

Bv  Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio:  The  peUtion  of 
R.  S.  Simple  and  40  others,  praying  modifica- 
tions of  the  act  of  February  28,  1871,  relating 
to  steamboats,  and  for  fostering  navigation 
interests. 

By  Mr.  ROOSEVELT :  A  petition  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Emily,  for 
indemnity  on  account  of  their  capture  and 
imprisonment  during  the  rebellion. 

Also,  a  petition  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of 
the  income  tax,  prepared  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Anti  Income  Tax  Association. 

By  Mr.  WALDEN:  A  petition  from  certain 
printers  and  stationers  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  in 
regard  to  the  manufacture  of  envelopes. 

By  Mr.  TWICHELL:  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
E.  Horton,  widow  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Horton,  who 
was  killed  in  the  **New  Orleans  massacre,'' 
for  relief  or  pension. 


IN  SENATE. 
THxnisDAT,  December  14,  J  871, 

Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Owen,  of  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  vesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

H0U8I  BILLS  RBVKBRBD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  106)  for  the  relief  of 
purchasers  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes  in  the 
iBsurrectionary  States  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  457)  to  place  on  the 
naval  pension- roll  the  names  of  the  widows  and 
minor  children  of  Newton  H.  Adams  and  John 
Radenstein  was  read  twice  bv  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  rensions. 

XXBCUTIVB  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
iotion  of  the  Senate  of  tne  12th  instant,  the 
paj>ers  in  the  cas6  of  the  application  of  Fred- 
snck  L.  Dayton  for  a  pension;  which  was 
ttfened  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 


He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
reports  of  the  deputy  comptroller  of  the  cur- 
rency and  of  the  supervising  architect  of  the 
Treasury,  relative  to  the  branch  mint  at  New 
Orleans,  its  operations,  Ac;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to 
be  nrinted 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  present  a  peti- 
tion to  which  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana,  who  is  present,  [Mr.  Mor- 
ton,] hebeingupon  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  It  is  the  petition  of  the  Vene- 
zuelan Steam  Transportation  Company.  This 
is  a  transportation  company  consisting  of  citi- 
zens of  the  States  of  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey. They  constructed  four  steamers  to  ply  in 
the  waters  of  Venezuela.  That  republic  passed 
a  law  opening  their  navigation  to  foreign  ves- 
sels. These  four  steamers,  manned  by  Ameri- 
can citizens  and  officers,  carried  the  American 
commerce  and  flag  some  thousand  miles  into 
the  interior,  when  the  vessels  were  seized,  the 
seamen  and  officers  imprisoned,  and  the  revo- 
lutionists in  that  republic  still  hold  two  of 
these  vessels.  The  petition  prays  that  a  vessel 
of  one  Navy  may  be  sent  there  to  release  those 
steamers,  and  that  indemnity  may  be  had  for 
the  injury  done. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  will  re- 
member that  the  President  in  his  message  calls 
attention  to  the  conduct  of  that  republic.  Thev 
have  neglected  to  give  us  the  indemnity  whicn 
has  been  awarded.  I  suppose  that  some  decided 
action  would  be  conducive  to  peace,  as  well  as 
maintaining  the  respect  due  to  our  flag.  In- 
demnity could  very  easilv  be  obtained,  if  that 
extreme  measure  shoula  become  necessary, 
by  seizing  the  custom-houses  in  that  republic ; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  any  such  measure  will 
be  necessary.  The  Secretary  of  State,  as  Con- 
gress is  in  session,  and  as  the  President  has 
called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  ihis  matter, 
does  not,  I  presume,  feel  authorized  to  take 
decided  action.  This  republic  has,  by  reason 
of  its  weakness,  felt  at  liberty  on  many  occa- 
sions to  treat  with  disrespect  the  rights  of 
America^  citizens  and  the  honorof  the  Amer- 
ican flag. 

I  move  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  that  reference  is 
made  I  think  I  oUj^ht  to  say  that  there  are  two 
sides  to  that  question.  Having  looked  into  it 
most  carefully,  most  patriotically,  with  a  desire 
to  find  my  country  in  the  right,  I  fear  that  it  is 
in  the  wrong.  Tnat  is  all  that  I  shall  under- 
take to  say  now,  though,  should  the  question 
ever  come  up  for  discussion,  I  shall  be  read  j  to 
meet  it.  There  are  a  great  many  documents 
in  the  case ;  they  have  been  carefully  consid- 
ered; and  there  is  a  standing  protest  on  the 
part  of  the  Venezuelan  €k>vemment  against 
the  conduct  of  the  agents  of  the  United  States, 
and  some  of  the  agents  of  the  United  States 
themselves  concur  with  the  Venezuelan  Gov 
emment. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  know 
anything  which  authorises  me  to  controvert  the 
statement  made  by  the  distinguished  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  excepting  this:  that  the 
facts  which  I  have  stated  are  in  proof,  certified 
by  the  American  consul,  and  will  be  laid  before 
the  committee,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  this 
subject  has  never  before  been  subjected  to  any 
investigation.     It  is  a  new  claim. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Precisely;  and  there  I 
should  like  to  correct  mv  own  statement  I 
did  not  intend  to  say  anything  especially  appli- 
cable to  the  petition  introduced  by  the  Senator; 
but  as  the  Senator  went  forward  and  stated 
that  we  had  additional  grounds  of  complaint 
against  Venezuela,  I  felt  it  my  duty  in  justice 
to  that  country,  injustice  to  the  absent,  injus- 
tice to  my  own  country,  which  cannot  affora  to 
do  wrong,  to  make  the  statement  which  I  did 
make. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUY8EN.    I  do  not  know 


anjTthing  in  reference  to  the  merits  of  the 
claims  presented  in  the  President's  message ; 
but  this  claim  has  never  been  questioned. 
While  we  ought  to  be  very  careful  in  not  being 
aggressive  toward  a  weak  republic,  it  will  not 
answer  to  let  the  weakness  of  that  republic  be 
a  defense  against  aggressions  upon  our  flog. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  petiiion 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM  presented  a  memo 
rial  of  Gould  &  Stiles,  and  others,  printer 
and  stationers  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
protesting  against  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  stamped  envelopes  by  the  Government; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  present  a  protest 
against  the  extension  of  sufl^rage  to  women. 
It  is  signed  by  Mrs.  Elmira  Lincoln  Phelps, 
of  Baltimore,  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
National  Anti-Suffrage  League  or  Committee 
of  Women^  and  is  said  to  be  signed  by  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- eight  other 
women;  and  this  number,  added  to  those  who 
have  already  presented  like  petitions  or  pro- 
tests, makes  the  number  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand who' have  been  heard  on  this  question 
as  a  unit. 

This  protest  is  said  to  contain  the  names  of 
many  of  the  most  highly  respectable,  influen- 
tial, and  talented  women,  who  cpside  in  ten  dif- 
ferent States,  over  sixteen  hundred  of  them  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut.  In  looking  over  the 
names  I  find  that  1  know  many  of  them,  and 
that  they  are  entitled  to  great  respect.  They 
are  not  manly  women,  out  women  of  good 
sense,  and  their  judgment  is  entitled  to  con- 
sideration. They  do  not  say  anything  in  regard 
to  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  do  not  claim 
but  that  tney  have  as  good  a  right  by  nature  to 
vote  as  men ;  nor  do  tney  assert  bat  that  a  boy 
of  ten  years  of  age  has  as  good  a  right  to  vote 
as  they ;  nor  do  they  say  that  the  Government 
has  not  a  right  to  adopt  some  arbitrary  rule 
which  shull  define  who  may  and  who  may  not 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage;  but  they  are 
alarmed  and  express  their  alarm.  Having,  as 
they  claim,  now  their  full  share  of  burdens  and 
responsibilities,  they  fear  that  others  more  bold 
than  they  will  place  upon  them  other  duties 
and  responsibilities  unsuited  to  their  physical 
organization,  and  therefore  they  ask  Congress 
to  shield  them  from  these  dangers. 

They  sa^  they  think  the  extension  of  suffrage 
to  them  will  be  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the 
workingwomen,  that  it  will  introduce  a  fruit- 
ful element  of  discord  in  the  existing  marriage 
relation  ;  and  that  it  will  be  fraught  with  great 
danger  to  the  general  order  of  the  country. 

I  sympathize  with  them.  I  see  no  possible 
benefit  that  can  arise  by  the  extension  of  suf- 
frage to  women  which  shall  be  of  advantage  to 
them  or  to  the  country.  I  send  the  petition 
to  the  desk  with  its  envelope  of  red,  white, 
and  blue,  emblematical  of  their  loyalty,  [the 
petition  was  inclosed  in  a  bag  made  of  alter- 
nate stripes  of  red,  white,  and  blue  silk,]  and 
ask  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  will  be  so 

referred. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  desires 

to  state,  without  interrupting  the  remarks  on 

the  petitions  presented  l[nis  morning,  that  the 

twenty-fourth  rule  provides  that — 

**  When  a  petition  is  presented,  a  brief  ftatement 
of  the  contents  of  the  petition  or  memorial  shall 
verbally  be  made  by  theiatrodnoer." 

This  is  in  order  to  allow  the  morning  busi- 
ness to  be  completed  before  the  expiration  of 
the  hour.  The  Senator  from  Maine  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  endeavor  to  comply 
with  that  rule.  I  have  received  two  petitions 
from  citizens  of  Maine,  and  in  these  petitions 
the^  ask  tha(  the  duty  on  salt  be  repealed.  I 
believe  that  is  a  short  aad  soeomct  statement 
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of  what  they  reqaest*    I  believe  that  matter  is 
still  before  the  Committee  od  Finance,  and  I 
move  that  the  petitions  be  referred  to  that 
committee. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Wisconnin.  praying  that  the  sale  of  stamped 
envelopes  by  tne  dovemment  be  discontinued  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  I  present  a  petition  of 
nnmerous  citizens  of  Ne  w  i  ork  largely  engaged 
as  rectifiers  of  spirits,  making  sng^estions 
apparently  very  well  considered,  touching  the 
consolidation  and  arrangementof  special  taxes. 
I  move  the  reference  of  this  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  I  present  also  a  petition 
extensively  signed  by  citizens  who  were  sol- 
diers for  the  Union  in  the  late  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion,  residing  in  very  many, 
if  not  all,  of  the  counties  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  petition  is  intended  to  remind 
Congress,  and  does  remind  us  in  forcible  terms, 
of  the  services  of  women  during  the  war,  who, 
going  into  hospitals  and  camps,  rendered,  as 
nurses,  most  valuable  services,  which  these 
soldiers  recognize,  and  which,  they  say,  have 
never  been  compensated  in  any  way,  and  they 
pray  that  some  provision  maybe  made  by  pen  ^ 
siod  for  the  acknowledgment  tangibly  of  the 
heroic  and  charitable  offices  of  these  women. 
I  move  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OSBOKN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Louis  Baker,  praying  that  the  necessary  steps 
be  taken  by  Congress  to  introduce  into  the 
southern  States  certain  palms  for  the  produc- 
tion of  sugar  and  fruits ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  a  petition  from 
tax  payers  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  the  petition  of  Me- 
linda  Walters,  widow  of  Robert  Walters,  late 
of  the  United  States  Marine  corps,  praying  to 
be  allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  present  the  oetition  of 
David  A.  Perryman,  a  citizen  of  Randolph 
county,  Alabama^  praying  the  removal  of  bis 
polincal  disabilities.  This  petition  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Republican  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Statia  of  Alabama. 
I  move  its  reference  to  the  select  Committee 
on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  also  present  the  petition 
of  William  McMahan,  of  Cleburne  county, 
Alabama,  praying  the  removal  of  his  political 
disabilities.  This  petition  is  also  recommended 
by  a  large  number  of  ihe  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Alabama.  I  move  its  refer- 
ence to  the  select  Committee  on  the  Removal 
of  Political  Disfibilities. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  also  present  the  petition 
of  John  W.  Wiggonton,  of  Cleburne  county, 
Alabama,  praying  the  removal  of  his  political 
disabilities.  This  petition  is  also  recommended 
by  a  lar^e  number  of  members  of  the  General 
Ansemlily  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  1  move 
its  reference  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHBRHANpresentedapetition  of  citi- 
zens of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  protesting  against 
the  Fale  of  stamped  envelopes  by  the  Govern- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  petitdon  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  relatiye  to  the  tax  on  spirits ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  pmeated  the  mismwial 


of  Charles  Lanman,  of  Georgetown,  District  of 
Columbia,  prayio|;  to  be  reimbursed  for  losses 
sustained  by  the  infringement  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  his  copyright  for  the  work  called 
Lanman's  Dictionary ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. . 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislatare  of  Tennessee,  asking  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  by  Congress  during  this  session 
that  will  cause  to  be  refunded  to  the  people  of 
the  cotton -growing  States  the  tax  imposed  and 
collected  on  cotton  for  the  years  1866, 1866.  and 
1867 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  the  petition  of 
Edward  B.  Sonth worth,  formerly  an  acting 
assistant  paymaster  in  the  Navy,  praying  that 
the  sum  oi  $1,098  kept  back  and  deducted  from 
his  accounts  by  the  Treasury  Department  may 
be  restored  to  him ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

PAPRRS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

Mr.  OSBORN.  I  move  that  J.  D.  Reed  be 
allowed  to  withdraw  his  papers  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Has  there  been 
an  adverse  report? 

Mr.  OSBORN.  I  do  not  think  thefe  has 
been  any  adverse  report. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Ifther^beno 
objection,  the  order  will  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Mary- 
land, it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  H.  R.  de 
la  Reintne,  for  tUb  settlement  of  his  aooounta  as 
▼loe  eonsal  feneral  at  Havana,  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Mary- 
land, it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Roy  de  la 
Rointrie.  for  compensation  for  his  services  in  expos- 
ing the  ft'audnlent  claims  of  Jos6  Y.  Limantour  to 
lands  in  San  Franoiseo  ooantyand  adjacent  islands. 
Oalifomia,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  paoera  relating  to  the  claims  of 
Anna  Green  and  Maria  Bobrer,  heirs-at-law  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Uriah  Forrest,  an  officer  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  napers  of  John  B. 
Bmerson  be  taken  ttom.  the  files  or  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

REPORTS  or  COMMITTKBS. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Lewis  Wieser,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bnreau  in  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  in  connection  with  the  Patent  Office, 
to  be  known  as  the  bureau  of  industry,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back,  asking  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
this  memorial,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor.  Although 
the  Patent  Office  is  named  in  the  indorsement 
of  this  paper,  it  is  really  a  long  memorial  ask- 
ing for  the  erection  of  a  system  of  model  schools 
by  the  Government,  and  the  subject-matter 
properly  belongs  to  the  Commitiee  on  Ednca- 
tion  and  Labor. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  105)  f  »r 
the  relief  of  J.  Milton  Best,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment'. 

BNKOLLBD  BILL  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhbuson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  had  sit^ned  ihe 
enrolled  hill  ^H.  R.  No.  612)  to  provide  fir  a 
deficiency  in  the  appro pria<  ions  for  the  expenses 
of  taking  the  ninih  censusof  the  United  States ; 
and  it  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBI). 

Mr.  SCOTT  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
MDt  obtRiaed,  Itove  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 


880)  to  promote  the  securing  of  efficient  sea* 
men  for  the  Navy  of  the  Unued  State!< ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,   leave  to  introduce  a  bill 

is.  No.  881)  restoring  to  the  marshal  of  the 
)istriot  of  Columbia  the  exclusive  supervision 
of  the  jail  in  said  District;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  RICE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
382)  to  provide  for  a  building  for  the  use  of 
the  Federal  courts,  post  office,  internal  rev- 
etiue,  and  other  civil  offices,  in  the  city  of 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordenKl  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  383)  extending  the  time  for  the.  selection 
of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  in  Oregon, 
under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
12,  1860;  which  was  read  twice  by  iu  tide, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  nnani- 
mons  consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  385)  to  regulate  the  admission  of 
pupils  into  the  Columbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY  (as  he  stated,  at  the  request 
of  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Utah) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtain*^, 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills ;  which 
were  severally  read  twice  by  their  titles,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  t 

A  bill  (S.  No.  886)  granting  lands  to  aid  in 
the  reclamation  of  desert  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah :  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  887)  to  incorporate  the  Bear 
River  and  Cache  Valley  Canal  Company,  and 
for  a  grant  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  canal  for  irrigation  and  other  purpoees 
in  the  Territories  of  Utah  and  Idaho. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  888)  imposing  t«tnnafie  dutie-*,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  wa**  read  iwice  by  iis 
tit'e,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN  ai^ke*!,  and  by  unan-mons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introiluce  a  bill 
(8.  No.  SS^)  for  the  relief  of  certain  seitlf-rii 
on  the  public  Innds  in  Iowa  un'<er  tie  provis- 
ions of  ihe  homestead  laws ;  whi  h  wa^*  n-a*! 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  THURMAN  asked,  and  by  unHnimnu^ 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  b  P 
(S.  No.  390)  grant  ins  a  pension  to  Saiah 
Evans;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pension •>,  if 
theie  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  bill  was  referred 
at  the  last  Congress  and  reported  upon  f«ivor« 
ably,  and  I  dt)  not  think  it  is  neces  ary  that  it 
should  be  referred  again.  It  is  the  identical 
bill  that  was  referred  then  and  reported  u^nm. 
I  do  not  consider  it  necesMary  to  h^ve  it  re- 
ferred now,  but  prefer  that  it  should  uke  it$ 
place  on  the  Calendar. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will 
take  its  place  on  the  Calendar  instead  of  being 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  if  the 
Senator  desires  that  action. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  asked,  and  by  unanimons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  inVoduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  891)  regulating  promotion,  employment, 
and  pay  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
whicn  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
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Ifae  Committee  on  Naval  AfTuin,  uid  ordered 
to  be  priated. 

ORIEN  BAT  EQIP-CANAL. 

Mr.  HOWE  asked,  and  by  uoanimona  con- 
sent obtained,  lea*e  to  introduce  a  bill  (8.  No. 
384)  extending  the  time  for  ibe  coinpleiion  of 
the  Groen  Baj  and  Stareeon  Buy  and  Lake 
MichiKan  Bhip-canal  in  the  Srateof Wiscon- 
(in :  which  iras  read  twice  by  its  litle. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  "ish  to  ask  a  faTOr  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  has  twice  passed  that 
bill,  accompanied  with  an  appTOpriarion  of 
two  hundrfd  tbouGand  acres  of  land  for  the 
State  of  WiaconBio.  The  State  has  become 
catis6ed.  since  we  have  fitllen  apon  these 
pareimonioue  dispositions,  that  Congress  will 
gram  no  more  land  for  that  purpose.  This  is 
a  hill  simply  to  extend  the  limc  for  completing 
the  canal  withonl  any  grant.  I  haTC  shown  it 
to  the  chairman  of  I  he  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands;  I  have  shown  it  to  the  Senator  from 
Californm,  [Mr.  CisSEBLr,]  who  ia  a  member 
of  that  committee,  and  they  both  find  it  unob- 
jectionable. It  iavery  desirable  that  it  ahonld 
pass  before  our  Legislatures  meet,  in  order 
that  they  may  legislate  to  prevent  trespaases 
on  these  lands.  They  are  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  burnt  diitrict,  and  1  ask  the  Senate  to 
anaoimonsly  consider  that  bill  at  the  present 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Oommirtee  ot  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  which  proposes  to  extend  the 
lime  for  the  completion  of  the  Green  Bay  and 
Stnrgcon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  ship-canal 
to  the  10th  day  of  April,  1874. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Benale  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

IXPHOVBUKNT  01  COLDUHIA  RITIB. 

Mr.  CORBETT  submitted  the  following  res- 
olntion ;  which  was  considered  by  nnanimous 
consent,  and  ngreed  to  : 

Rmlved,  Th»tIhB8ect»t«7  0fW»rh«iaitnioted 


b<  ram  ish  u 


y  ioforn 


™^b!ow 


r    abova  Oalil 


he  MiiBe.  and  by  whnt  niht  ar  a! 
itbar  (>«raanBnot  ianoueuioala 
jid  by  what  claim  oflitle;  wliot 
.le  the  bed.af  the  1bIi«  »o  Inid 


ilm  ofTltht:  what 


B  8TATI0H8  OH  JBB8IT  COABT. 

Kr.  STOCKTON  submitted  the  followin 
rHutlation ;  which  waa  considered  by  uoani- 
mnOH  consi-nt.  and  ai^reMl  to  : 

Sr«/«J,  That  th«  BMTBlBry  of  ths  TrSMory  b< 
dincKO  to  furDilh  to  iha  ScDBta  any  iDforinatloil  in 
hit  iioHeaioi]  in  referanoa  W  tha  prai«nt  condilion 
oIltieMd-Mvinii  slntions  nn  thn  goiiat  of  NflW  Jer- 
B-T  ind  Long  I-laod,  ineludiog  ih«  report  of  OapUin 
F.bdm;  altu.  what  iocreue  bubean  miido  id  Ibair 
DBuilHr  and  elDoianoy  ua<a  the  lut  Mnion  of  Con- 

BKPORT  OF  COLnStBIA  INSTITtJTION. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  Buhmitted  the  following 
rrx^lulioii ;  whii;h  was  referred  tu  the  Cum- 
in .U«  on  Pri.iting: 

AupJsrI.  That  ona  thonrand  additional  copiea  of 
Iha  lut  auDiial  raporl  of  tbe  Coluinbii  iDalitutlon 
fi>rtliej>»f(nd  Dumb  bs  printad  for  the  uaeflhe 
ptwldaDloftbainitltuiiun. 

AKMY  KKQISTBR. 
Mr   ANTHOSY   submitted   the   fnllowing 
resu  aiii'ti ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cummit- 
treon  Prititing: 

Binlted,  That  tbaro  bo  printad  for  iha  u»  of  tba 
Gcaat«  ooa  thooMnd  oopiea  of  tbe  Army  Kacular 
t»  ba  Dubliihtd  io  Junuaiy.  1872. 

DHAlNAOK  OP    BKATISK    LAKE. 

Mr.  PBATT  saboi'ted  the  following  reao- 
luiion;    which  W4a  considered  liy 
conseni,  and  agreed  to: 

Xmlwtd.  That -the  Seeratarr  of  tbo  Intarlo 
iinciad  to  eummuaieHa  to  tha  ganota  nil  lufui 
tian  ID  hij  poBsevlon  oonnactad  wiih  tbe  drni 


a  CommiuloDer  of  tha  Oanai 

ntbHiB  b«ea  mBda  in  the  promi 
'leiii<1itian,  In  hii  opinion.  It  i 
d  Oomiiiinioaer  to  dlspoie  of  ■; 
ia  oonflielias  olaini*  thtrate. 


IRON  8H[P-BI7ILD[Na  TABVB. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  submitted  the  following 
Toaolution;  which  was  considered  by  un am- 
is consent,  and  agreed  to  : 
ttolwd,  ThatiomuahortherepcrtDfthaSaoTa- 
of  tba  Nnvy  as  rafen  to  tbe  ettabllihiai  of  iron 
-bnilding  yardi  and  dookg  ba  refarrad  to  tha 

miltaa   on    Naval  Affaln,  and    (hat   tbar   ba 

directed  to  iuquiro  into  tha  eipediancy  of  utabliab- 
nian  iion  nbip-bnildini  yard  and  doclu  at  aDine 
>alnt1n  tha  MlMiuippivallay.  and  report  by  bill  or 

SUIf-BDILDIHO. 
Hr.    KELLOGG  submitted  the    following 
resolution ;   which  was  considered  by  unaiu- 
9  consent,  and  agreed  to : 


tarr  of  the  Treunrr  aa  r«f«r*  to 
■ad  coDtinuanoa  of  ship-baildii 
Btatee,  and  to  the  meani  far  obt 
of  such  proportion  at  least  of  th< 


payinc  apremiam  partonaponA 


derived  from  tbe  expi 

of  this  conntry    -^  ■■-- ' 

required  for  da » 

thaOommittee  onOommi 
'ireated  to  inqui 

premiam  partoi 

■tramen. 

THE  lAftlVF  QUBgTIOH, 

The  VICE  PRESIDSNT.  The  moming 
basiaess  seems  to  have  conoludad. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  think  every  8 

bad  all  he  wants,  or  ought  to  have,  in  tbe 
shape  of  morning  bosineaa  this  morniai,  and 
now  1  desire  to  call  np  tbe  Joint  reaoktion 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation 
to  the  pay  of  laborere  in  tha  Goveroment  per- 
vioe.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  take  it  ap  and 
dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  make  an 
iry,  and  perhaps  a  motion,  which  1  suppose 
be  proper  dormg  the  reception  of  morn- 


Ib  regard  to 


r,  the  Ink 


pablio  urveyi  boa  fai 


wof  UieTaud  rtolaimed.  with  and  wilhoai  th< 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

the  morning  business? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Yae,  sir,  ai  it  woald 
be  a  motion  which  I  suppose  would  be  proper 
to  be  made  now  if  it  is  made  sC  all.  I  desire 
to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commiltee 
on  Finance  when  we  may  expect  a  report  from 
that  commiiiee  on  the  bills  which  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  sob- 
sion  of  Congress  repealing  .the  duties  upon 
coat  and  salt.  The  Senate  will  remember  that 
we  could  not  connider  thoee  bills  at  the  former 
session  under  a  mle  that  prevented  any  action 
-  upou  them,  and  at  the  close  of  the  seawon 
they  WBre  referred  with  a  maia  of  other  bills 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Now,  I  desire 
tn  iiiqaire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  whether  we  may  expeot  those  bills 
to  be  reported  bick  before  tha  holiday*  or  at 
a  very  early  day  ? 

Hr.  SHERMAN.  lam  authoHced  by  the 
Committee  on   Finance  to  say  that  they  are 

Erepar>-d  to  report  the  amendments  to  those 
ills  which  they  intend  to  propose  to  the  Sen- 
ate. We  were  prepared  to  do  it  at  the  begin 
ning  of  the  session,  but  wo  withhrld  onr  report 
on  ihpgrouiid.  first,  that  the  Comrailti-eofWRya 
and  McanBOflheolher  HnuaehadnevHrpaaaed 
upon  the  bills  which  were  sent  to  na  by  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  in  the  next  place 
we  doubted  very  much  whether  we  could  re- 
port amendments  coeitpn'ive  with  the  entire 
subjectmntieT  of  those  bills:  that  is  lo  say, 
wa  doubled  whether,  under  our  power  to  pro- 
paw  amendmeota,  we  eould  propow  uaand- 


mente  to  tariff  hills  that  would  affect  internal 
revenue.  Our  inqniries  have  extrnded  'o  tbe 
whole  subject  of  taxation,  and  our  iimpndme'ita 
cover  the  whole  subject  of  internal  and  exter- 
nal taxes.  The  commiitea,  therof.ire.alur  con- 
siderable discaasion,  concluded  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  postpone  any  report  UTitil  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  hnd  an 
opportunity  to  present  the sutyect  in  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

I  will,  however, say  thatifthe  Senate  desire 
and  wish  to  have  a  report  from  the  Finance 
Committee  of  those  bills,  at  any  time  that  its 
vote  indicates  that  fact  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
make  the  report;  hut  I  do  not  wish  to  do  it, 
and  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  that  uougbtoottobe  done  at  present, 
and  until  the  House  of  RepreeeolativeB  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  develop  a  little  farther 
what  they  intend  to  propose  oo  this  subject  of 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Mr.  President.  I  desire, 

then,  alter  this  stalement  of  tbe  chairman  of 
the  Committee  od  Finance,  to  give  notice  that 
I  will  move  to-morrow  morning,  if  the  oppor- 
tunity offers,  to  discharge  the  Committee  on 
Finance  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bills  from  the  Bouse  of  RepresentativeB  re- 
pealing the  duty  oo  coal  and  the  duty  oo  salt ; 
and  1  wish  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
that  I  entirely  concur  with  him  thalitisillcom■ 

SeteDt,  oodar  the  action  taken    by  the  two 
louses,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
undertake  to  attach  a  general  tariff  bill    to    ' 
those  two  bills. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  did  not  say  that.  On 
the  cODtrary,  I  never  have  beard  a  suggestion 
denyine  that  we  had  ample  power  to  say  that 
insteaf  of  repealing  certain  duties  we  would 
repeal  others.  We  can,  undonbtedly,  propose 
amendments  coextensive  with  the  whole  tariff 

Snestion.  There  are  several  precpd*-nts  of 
lat  kind.  I  suppose  that  noone  would  dimbt 
thatnnder  oat  power  to  amend  a  bill  we  Could 
propose  any  amendment  that  would  be  pTti- 
neut  and  parliamentary.  The  doubt  w,-  hi.d 
was  this:  as  the  internal  and  exiernnl  tix',' 
are  pan  of  one  great  system,  is  it  advi>abl'-  m 
take  up  the  tariff  question  separately  fr..m  il" 
consideration  of  the  question  of  ineninl  re  - 
enue  taxatina?  We  thought  that  pt-ihip"  > 
would  not  be  proper  for  us  to  proposf  am-  i>'l 
menig  of  the  internal  revenue  laXHtion  nn  :■ 
hill  sent  to  ns  from  the  House  of  iteprK-.-nt 
atives  about  the  tariff.  1  have  no  diHiO'  '>'  11 
about  our  power  to  propoB>-  any  F,m<-hdiii.  n 
coextensive  wiih  tbe  whole  tariff  legis  .iti  ■- 
of  Congress,  on  the  hills  now  bef-Te  i«. 

Mr.  TKDMBULL  and  Mr.  WILSON  ai!- 
dreaspd  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PllESlDENT.  If  the  S..nui.., 
from  Masaachueetis  claims  ih^  fli.or.  the  Se.i- 
a'or  Irom  HIinois  has  given  notice  ot  hi-  in  e   ■ 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  reply  tn  the 
-sui^esiion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  will 
take  bat  n  m  .ment.  The  .Senator  from  Ohi.i 
did  not  qui.e  understand  me.  1  unilersioo'l 
the  Senate  at  the  last  seimion  lo  tal.e  ihi< 
position:  tbat  a  bill  to  repeat  a  duly  or  a  tax 
was  not  a  bill  for  the  pnrpose  of  raining  reve- 
nue The  House  of  RnpresentBi  ives,  liowe'  er, 
diaagrcei  with  us  on  that.  Now.  here  i-  a 
bill  simply  lo  repeal  the  duty  on  sali.  if  yuu 
pteaae.  On  that  hill  U>  r.peal  the  d.ny  im 
being  a  b  U  for  the  purp  s 


Senate  to  undertake  to  aiiuch  a  general  revo 
nue  bill. 
Mr.    SHERMAN.      I    never    heard    that 

elumed. 

■laHT-HODB  LAV. 
Mr.  WILSON.     I  now  insist  on  my  motion 
to  take  np  House  joint  reaolution  No.  47. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  tlie  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  proc>-eded  to 
"     ihe  joint  ratolnlion  (H.  B.  No.  47) 
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in  relation  to  pay  of  laborers,  workmen,  and 
mechanics  employed  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  or  the  United  States ;  the  pending 
qaestion  being  on  Ibe  amendment  of  Mr. 
Tbumbull,  which  was  to  add : 

Sko.  2.  That  the  Mt  entitled  *'An  act  oonstttntinf 
eiirht  hours  a  day's  work  for  all  laborers,  workmen, 
and  mechanics  omploycd  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States,"  approved  June  25, 
1868,  be,  and  the  tame  is  hereby,  repealed^ 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hof)e,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  will  withdraw  that 
amendment,  and  if  he  desires  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  that  question,  let  a  separate 
bill  be  brought  in  by  which  we  may  have  the 
question  settled  on  its  merits.  This  is  a  reso- 
lution that  comes  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  correct  a  mistake  which  was  made 
in  the  construction  of  the  law.  It  does  not 
apply  wholly  to  the  Springfield  workmen, 
altnough  they  protested  against  it  at  the  time 
and  took  their  pay  under  protest.  It  applies 
to  men  employed  in  other  arsenals,  and  in  the 
navy-yards,  and  to  several  other  employes 
of  the  Government.  Take  the  case  of  Rock 
Island,  where  a  number  of  workmen  were  em- 
ployed. They  worked  some  fourteen  months 
and  received  reduced  pay,  while  the  men  at  the 
arsenal  at  Allegheov,  jPennsylvania,  never  had 
any  reduction  at  all.  In  several  other  places 
there  was  no  reduction  made ',  in  others  there 
were  reductions. 

Mr.  FERRY,'of  Connecticut.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator anBwer  the  inquiry,  what  was  the  mistake 
in  the  law  or  the  mistake  in  the  construction 
of  the  law  which  it  is  proposed  to  remedy? 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  law  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  eight  hours  a  day's  work. 
After  the  law  was  passed,  in  some  of  the  pub- 
lic works  the  superintending  officer  declared 
that  the  workmen  should  receive  pay  not  for 
a  day's  work  but  for  eight  hoars'  work,  on  the 
assumption  that  ten  hours  constituted  a  work- 
ing day.  It  was  a  violation  of  the  law  evi- 
dently. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  Now,  another 
question  right  there.  Had  not  the  Attorney 
Geueral  given  an  opinion  that  that  construc- 
tion was  the  correct  construction,  that  the 
laborer  was  to  be  paid  according  to  the  amount 
of  labor  done? 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Attorney  General  made 
a  construction  on  that  subject,  but  it  wa<)  over- 
ruled by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  decided  otherwise. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  Very  well. 
Then  there  was  no  mistake  in  the  construction 
of  the  law. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  ultimate  decision  was 
contrary  to  that  construction,  and  this  is  to 
make  a  correction.  One  word  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  labor  done.  I  have  positive  testi- 
mony here  before  me — the  testimony  of  Major 
Benton — that  the  piece  workmen  earned  as 
much  and  one  cent  over  while  working  eight 
hours  a  day,  and  Major  Benton  also  says  the 
men  worked  at  eight  hours  a  day  better  than 
they  ever  worked  at  ten. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Let  us  hear  that  report. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  find  his  letter  in  a 
moment.  I  will  simply  say,  ^ir,  that  I  hope 
this  resolution  will  pass.  I  know  that  it  will 
accomplihb  the  result,  and  that  under  it  the 
m»*n  who  had  their  pny  reduced  will  receive 
their  proper  compensai  ion.  After  that  is  done, 
if  Senators  desire  to  bring  up  the  question  of 
repealing  this  law  it  will  be  a  fair  subject  for 
consideration,  and  we  may  take  it  up  by  itself, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  put  on  this 
little  resolution  from  the  House  ot  Represent- 
atives. 

Mr.  CORBBTT.  Mr.  President,  I  hope 
that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  will  be  adopted  if  this  bill  is  to 
pass.  ^  I  think  it  is  quite  time  that  we  repealed 
this  eight-hour  law.  I  think  it  has  produced 
enough  mischief  already  among  our  people, 
and  particularly  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
ftnd  in  fact  in  all  classes  of  mechanical  labor 


where  there  is  competition.  There  it  proves 
to  be  a  very  great  injury.  Our  mechanics  who 
are  laboring  alongside  of  those  engaged  on 
public  works  work  ten  hours  and  receive  only 
the  same  wages  that  these  people  obtain  who 
work  eight  hours.  That  creates  great  dis- 
satisfaction, and  it  prevents  improvements, 
and  it  has  throughout  the  country  prevented 
improvements  and  advancement  of  building 
thronghout  all  our  cities  that  I  know  anything 
of.  It  has  put  a  stop  to  many  works  that  were 
in  progress.  I  think  if  this  bill  is  to  be  ad  )pted 
now  it  is  a  good  time  to  repeal  this  law.  I 
certainly  will  not  vote  for  this  bill  unless  the 
amendment  is  attached  to  it.  In  order  to 
repeal  this  law,  and  to  close  this  whole  matter 
up,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  with  the 
amendment;  without  it  I  am  opposed  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois allow  me  to  read  an  extract  from  M^jor 
Benton's  letter? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  yield  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  it  all  be  read  at  the 
desk 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  send  it  to  the  desk  to  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 

National  Armory, 
Sprtkgfiild.  Massachusetts,  Augutt  20, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receiptor  your  let- 
ter of  the  18th  instant,  inclosins  a  decision  of  the  Seot 
retary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  wages  paid  to  work- 
men under  the  eight-hour  system.  The  instruc- 
tions will  be  duly  observed.  From  the  13tb  of  July 
to  the  prejent  time  the  workmen  have  been  work- 
ing under  the  impr^wion  that  their  daily  wages,  as 
well  as  the  price  of  their  piecework,  would  be  the 
same  ns  under  the  ten-hour  system,  and  I  desire  to 
be  informed  if  the  rolls  can  be  mode  out  for  this 
period  on  this  basis.  This  interpretation  of  the 
eight-hour  law  I  thought  was  the  one  generally  ac- 
cepted in  the  different  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  was  the  one  which  I  allowed  to  govern 
me  until  I  was  otherwise  instructed.  With  the  piece- 
workmen  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War  will 
miUce  bat  little  difference,  as  they  have  managed 
under  the  old  tariff  to  make  quite  as  much  ner  day 
under  the  eight  as  under  the  ten-hour  system,  while 
I  believe  that  the  day-workmen  have  worked  harder 
and  more  faithfully  under  the  eight  than  under 
the  ten-hour  system.  I  am  not,  of  course,  prepared 
to  say  that  they  have  accomplished  fully  as  much 
for  the  Qovemment. 

Rather  than  Have  their  wages  reduced  to  conform 
to  the  eight-hour  day.  all  the  day-workmen  have 
expressed  a  wish  to  work  ten  hours  every  twenty- 
four,  or  one  day  and  a  quarter,  so  that  the  amount 
of  work  tamed  out  hereafter  will  be  the  same  as 
formerly. 

The  pieceworkmen  will  have  the  option  of  work- 
ing eight  or  ten  hoars,  as  they  may  choose,  provided 
they  accomplish  as  much  in  the  former  as  in  the 
latter  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  G.  BENTON, 
Brevet  Colonel  Gmunandinff, 

Gen.  A.  B.  Dyer,  Chi^qf  Ordnance,  Waehington^D,  C, 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  letter  shows  the 
folly  of  this  law,  if  I  may  so  say.  None  of  us, 
I  suppose,  are  opposed  to  the  enactment  and 
maintenance  of  any  law  that  has  a  tendency  to 
elevate  labor  and  to  relieve  labor  from  improper 
burdens ;  but  in  this  case  our  law  has  nad  no 
such  effect.  The  men  whom  it  was  designed 
to  benefit  do  not  approve  of  it,  as  this  letter 
shows.  It  produces  unpleasant  feelings  be- 
tween those  who  are  employed  in  the  Oovern- 
ment  service  and  work  eight  hours  and  those 
who  are  outside  and  work  ten.  The  effect  of 
the  law  has  not  been  beneficial  upon  the  labor- 
ing interests  of  the  country.  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  created  alienation  and  bad  feeling,  and 
has  done  no  good.  It  has  been  construed  differ- 
ently at  different  places,  as  we  now  see  by  the 
bill  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has 
in  charge ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  better  for 
the  Government,  better  for  the  laboring  men, 
better  for  all  concerned,  to  repeal  the  statute. 

I  have  no  opposition  to  the  proposition  which 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  in  charge, 
and  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  it.  I  did  not 
witth  to  take  up  any  time  in  the  discussion  of 
the  proposition  which  I  submitted;  but  I 
thought  that  this  was  the  proper  place  to  take 


a  vote  upon  it.  If  nobody  wishes  to  discnsi 
it,  as  the  Senate  understands  very  well  the 
effect  of  this  eight-hour  law,  I  thought  we 
might  take  the  vote  upon  it  at  once.  If  it  be 
voted  down,  I  shall  be  entirely  satisfied.  If  it 
is  to  be  adopted,  let  it  be  adopted  with  the 
provision  of  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  produce  equality  in  the  varioas 
armories  of  the  country,  where  it  seems  in- 
equality has  hitherto  obtained.  I  understand 
that  in  my  own  State,  at  Rock  Island,  there 
were  a  number  of  laborers  who  were  not  paid 
according  to  the  rule  adopted  in  some  other 
of  the  arsenals.  I  think  the  rule  shoald  be 
uniform  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I 
have  no  hostility  to  the  bill  which  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  desires  to  have  passed. 
I  do  not  offer  this  amendment  with  that  view; 
but  I  should  like  very  much  to  see  what  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  is  in  reference  to  the 
continuance  of  a  law  which  has  created  only 
trouble  and  disagreement  and  done  no  good 
to  a  laboring  man  anywhere. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  shall  vote 
for  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, because  I  think  some  inequalitj  has 
been  done  in  the  construction  of  the  law.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Attorney  General  gave 
the  correct  construction  of  the  law,  and  that  it 
was  a  mistake  to  overrule  it ;  but  I  am  opposed 
to  the  existence  of  the  eight- hour  law  because 
it  is  a  degradation  to  the  workingman.  The 
m^n  himself  should  be  considered  a  man  equal 
to  his  employer,  and  allowed  to  dictate  his  own 
terms,  whether  he  will  work  eight  hours,  whether 
he  will  work  for  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  or  two 
dollars  and  a  half  a  day ;  and  for  us  here  to 
step  forth  and  legislate  on  the  subject  is  utterly 
preposterous.  Some  men  are  worth  double  as 
much  as  others.  They  may  be  more  expert,  or 
have  stronger  nerves,  or  they  have  stronger 
indncements  to  labor,  for  the  reason  that  they 
may  have  families  who  require  ten  hours  or 
twelve  hours  of  labor  for  their  support;  and 
yet  it  is  proposed  here  to  solemnly  enact  that 
eight  hours  shall  constitute  a  day's  work. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  there  never  was  a 
more  preposterous  scheme  brought  forward 
for  the  elevation  of  the  workingmen.  How 
many  will  it  reach  in  this  country  ?    Not  five 

Ker  cent,  of  the  workingmen  in  this  country. 
Lost  of  the  working  men  of  this  country  own 
their  farms,  or  own  their  workshops,  and  ihey 
work  not  only  eight  hours,  but  they  work  ten, 
twelve,  and  many  of  them  fifteen.  These  men, 
ninety-five  per  cent,  of  fiie  whole  number,  do 
not  want  to  pay  increased  taxes  in  order  to 
support  a  few  Government  employes  by  less 
labor.  Now,  shall  we  say  that  if  a  man  will 
only  pet  his  Senator  or  his  Representative  to 
get  him  employment  in  the  Government  work- 
shops, he  may  work  only  ei^ht  hours  and  get 
as  much  reward  as  his  neighbors  obiain  by 
double  that  time?  Why,  sir,  if  we  intend 
anything  in  the  way  of  civil  service  reform,  it 
is  utterly  impossible  to  accomplish  it  while  we 
make  employment  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  so  great  a  desideratum.  We 
must  not  create  an  aristocracy  of  labor,  com- 
posed solely  of  those  employed  by  the  Govern 
ment.  All  who  want  to  do  the  least  work  for 
the  largest  amount  of  pay  will  be  crowded 
into  place  by  any  system  which  gives  counte- 
nance to  the  eight-hour  law.  The  men  who 
make  guns  or  build  ships  should  have  no  pre- 
ference over  the  mechanics  who  shoe  horses 
or  build  houses,  nor  over  the  men  who  raise 
wheat  and  com,  and  pay  taxes. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  true  that  these  men 
can  earn  as  much  in  eight  hours  as  in  ten 
though  ever  so  industrious  and  ever  so  active, 
and  the  statements  from  our  navy-yards,  from 
our  arsenals,  as  I  obtained  them  on  a  previous 
occasion  when  I  discussed  this  subject,  exhib- 
ited the  reverse  in  a  strong  light.  Some  of  the 
men  that  have  these  places  in  charge  declined 
to  furnish  the  information  lest  it  might  work 
some  injury  to  themselves.  They  are  very  fas* 
tidious  about  giving  information  on  this  sub* 
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setts  will  allow  the  bill  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  or  on  Finance, 
to  ascertain  how  much  money  is  involved  in 
the  appropriation. 

Mr.  WILSON.  As  tius  amendment  is  per- 
sisted in,  I  will  consent  to  the  reference.  I 
hope,  however,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
win  report  within  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  SHEKMAN.  I  would  rather  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Very  well,  say  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  should  like  also  to 
make  a  suggestion  to  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts about  this  matter,  which  is  about  to 
pass  from  the  Senate.  By  the  terms  of  the 
bill,  as  1  understand  it,  it  is  applicable  alike 
to  men  from  whom  a  certain  portion  of  the 
day's  wages  was  withheld  by  a  regulation  of 
the  Department,  and  to  those  who,  b^  their 
own  agreement  or  contract,  may  have  hired  for 
the  sum  which  in  truth  they  received. 

I  see  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu* 
setts  pays  no  attention  to  what  I  say,  and  there- 
fore 1  will  suggestit  to  any  memberof  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  who  may  have  this 
in  charge,  that  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  seems  to 
apply  as  well  to  those  from  whose  wages  a 
rebate  occurred  by  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  no  more  to  those  than  to  others 
who  may  have  agreed  for  the  very  sum 
which  they  in  truth  received.  I  looked  at  it 
to  see  whether  there  was  any  distinction  of 
that  sort,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  the  lan- 
guage would  require  a  payment  just  as  well  to 
those  who  had  fixed  by  agreement  the  rates 
which  they  received  as  to  those  who  were 
curtailed  in  their  wages  by  the  action  of  the 
Department. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
make  one  suggestion,  in  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  as  to  what  was  the  under- 
standing here  when  the  eight-hour  law  passed. 
My  recollection  is  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
sitting  behind  me  [Mr.  Sherman]  offered  an 
amendment  to  that  bill  for  the  purpose  of  test- 
ing thH.sense  of  the  Senate  as  to  whether  there 
Rhciuld  be  a  full  day's  wages  paid  for  eight 
h<>ur8  work,  or  only  eight  hours  labor  paid  mr. 
My  recollection  is  that  the  question  was  dis- 
tinctly presented  in  that  amenrlnient,  which 
WHS  voted  down  by  a  very  decided  majority. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  under- 
RtHndn  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
consents  to  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Wll^SON.  The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Mr  SHERMAN.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  is  not  here. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Then  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr  SUMNER.  I  should  like  to  make  one 
remark? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  demands  the  regular 
order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Just  one  word. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  yield  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  and  then  I  shall  demand 
the  regular  order,  whoever  gets  up.  i  shall 
not  yield  to  any  Senator. 

M  r .  8  (J  M  N  E  R.  I  was  sim  ply  about  to  say 
that  the  question  in  this  bill  seems  to  me  to  be 
very  sinull,  for,  as  I  understand  it,  there  is 
one  uniform  rule  now  in  the  public  works  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Printing  Office  here 
in  WMshington,  in  the  arsenals  everywhere, 
and  ill  the  navy-yards,  lliat  is,  all  the  work 
men  are  paid  a  day's  wages  for  eight  hours* 
work.  But  three  years  back  there  was  an  in- 
terval of  a  few  months  during  which  that  rule 
was  not  applied  in  certain  of  the  public  works, 
for  instance,  in  the  arsenal  at  Springfield ;  and 
the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  repair  that  neg- 


Mr.  MORTON.    To  equalize  them. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  As  the  Senator  well  says, 
to  equalize  the  condition  of  workmen,  for  in- 
stance in  the  arsenal  at  Springfield  and  in  the 
Printing  Office  here  in  Washington.  It  seems 
to  me  it  is  a  simple  bill,  thoroughly  equitable 
in  character ;  it  cannot  amount  to  a  very  large 
sum ;  and  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  reason 
for  delay.  I  really  think  it  would  be  better  if 
the  Senate  would  proceed  with  the  bill  with- 
out attaching  the  very  important  proposition 
which  the  Senator  from  Connection  t  has  moved, 
and  which  I,  for  one,  should  be  very  happy  to 
consider  by  itself,  and  act  simply  upon  the  bilL 
It  is  unquestionably  an  act  of  justice.  These 
workmen  are  out  of  their  money.  Some  of 
them  are  dead  and  are  represented  by  their 
families,  and  to  them  this  small  allowance  is 
of  very  great  importance.  I  do  not  think  it 
advisable  for  us  to  take  more  time.  I  think 
we  fairly  owe  the  money,  and  therefore  the 
sooner  we  pay  it  the  better. 

Now,  may  I  not  appeal  to  Senators  to  allow 
this  bill  to  be  passed  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives?  It 
was  supported  in  the  House,  as  I  understand, 
bv  my  two  distinguished  colleagues,  one  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  the  other  the  gentleman  who  is  about  to 
leave  the  House  to  be  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  never  supports  any  measure  except 
afier  the  most  caretui  consideration.  I  there- 
fore submit  that  a  bill  so  simple  in  character, 
in  the  nature  of  a  private  bill,  coming  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  wnere  it  had  such  a 
support,  had  better  be  acted  upon  at  once. 
Now.  may  I  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  act  upon 
the  Dill  itseh  at  once  without  any  further 
reference  or  delay?  I  doubt  if  there  is  any 
objection. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  bill  hat  already  been 
referred. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  us  have  it  acted  upon 
now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  Can  we  now  have  the 
regular  order,  Mr.  President? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  is  still  upon  the  floor. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  Tiolate 
the  notice  given  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  but!  should  like  to  say  one  word. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  yield  (5  the  Senator 
from  Ohio? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  bni  has  not 
been  referred,  but  is  still  pendinjp;,  and  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  calls  Syr  the  reg 
ular  order. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  reference  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Why  not  allow  it  to  be 
passed? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.   It  cannot  be  passed  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  under- 
stands that  the  regular  or  ier  is  still  demanded. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  the  bill  can  be  re- 
ferred without  further  debate,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot  be 
referred  while  Senators  are  claiming  the  floor 
to  debate  it.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  rose 
as  soon  as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
concluded. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  reference  of  this  bill  and  the  pend- 
ing amendment  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  ? 
The  Chair  hears  none,  and  it  is  so  referred. 

COMMlTTIfi£  ON  RiSTRKNOHMKNT. 

.  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 

the  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 

by  Mr.  Anthony: 

Be^olved,  That  a  ttanding  oommitlee  of  seven,  to 
be  knuwu  as  the  Committee  of  Invesiigation  and 
Retrenchment,  be  created,  to  inrostigate  and  report 
on  iuoh  subjects  as  may  be  oommittMd  to  it  by  the 


Senate,  such  e9iBmittee  to  be  elected  by  the  Senate 
as  other  standiog  committeee. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  amend 
ment  of  Mr.   Trumbull;  which   was  to  add 
thereto  the  following: 

And  that  said  committee  be  instmet^d  to  ioqoire 
into  the  expenditures  in  all  branches  of  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  report  wberbor  any  and 
what  offices  ought  to  be  abolished :  whether  any  and 
what  salaries  or  allowances  ought  to  be  reduced ; 
what  are  the  methods  of  proearing  accountability 
in  public  officers  or  agents  in  the  care  aud  disbarse- 
ment  of  public  moneys;  whether  moneys  hare  been 
paid  out  illegally;  whether  any  officers  or  agents  or 
other  persons  buve  been  or  are  employed  in  the 
public  service  without  authority  of  law  or  unneces- 


sarily; and  generally  bow  and  to  what  extent  the 
expenses  of  Qiei 
to  he  curtailed. 


expenses  of  Qieservice  of  the  countiy  may  and  ooght 


And  also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  under  which  appointments  to  the  pub- 
lic service  are  now  made  as  to  provide  for  withdraw- 


ing the  public  service  fh>m  being  used  as  an  instru* 
lent  offKilitioal  or  party  patronage. 
That  said  committee  be  authorised  to  sit  during 


the  recess  of  Congress,  to  send  for  i>er8onsand  papers, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  that  said 
committee  may  appoint  a  clerk. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  appeal  to 
the  Senate,  especially  to  my  political  friends, 
not  to  put  us  in  a  false  position  before  the  conn- 
try.  No  Senator,  I  am  sure,  desires  to  put 
the  Senate  or  his  political  friends  in  sacu  a 
position.  But  whatever  may  be  the  intention 
of  Senators,  the  Senate  and  the  majority 
of  the  Senate  are  this  day  in  a  false  position 
before  the  nation.  It  has  gone  outon  the  wings 
of  the  wind,  flashed  all  over  the  country,  and 
millions  of  our  countrymen  believe  this  hour 
that  there  has  been  an  attempt  made  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  shield  the  Ad- 
ministration from  scrutiny  and  investigation. 
I  know  this  is  not  the  purpose  oCany  Senator, 
and  I  beg  Senators  not  to  make  apparent  what 
is  not  real.  I  would  remind  them  that  it  is  not 
only  important  to  be  right  and  to  do  right,  but 
it  is  quite  important  that  we  should  always 
appear  so.  Individuals  and  parties  are  oflen 
judged  by  appearances,  and  the  country,  noting 
our  action,  will  judge  us,  not  by  our  intentions, 
but  by  the  unfortunate  attitude  we  have  been 
made  to  occupy  by  those  Senators  who  decline 
to  accept  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois. 

A  joint  committee  of  investigation  was  an 
pointed  by  the  Thirty-Ninth  CoiigrtfSs;  h  •<! 
was  continued  throiigh  the  Fortieth  and  F«irt\ 
First  Congresses.    The  evidence  is  com:' us  v 
that  it  saved  to  the  Treasury  millions  of  tin  • 
lars,  that  it  corrected  many  abuses,   auti   i 
cannot  be  doubted  that  it  prevented  others 
The  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmuxus^ 
justly  claims  that  there  have  be«n  dunu^  iii»- 
past  three  yenrs  reforms  in  the  adminiHirttiion 
of  public  affairs.     Was  not  this  joint  cuniinit 
tee,  with  its  ample  powers  of  investigation,  ho 
important  portion  of  the  influenC'-s  by  wbich 
these  reforms  have  been  consummated?     If 
such  a  committee  contributed  in  any  percepti- 
ible  degree  to  the  retrenchments  and  reforms 
that  have  been  inaugurated,  is  it  wise  to  din 
pense  with  it?    Will  not  the  country,  will  not 
friends  and  enemies  alike,  assume  that  we  are 
attempting  to  stifle  investi^ions? 

The  present  Administration  came  into  power 
clearly  and  distinctly  cummitted  to  reform 
the  abuses  that  had  grown  up  under  the  policy 
adopted  by  President  Johnson.  Everywhere 
in  the  canvass  of  1868  economy,  retrenchment 
reform,  were  in  the  hearts  and  upon  the  lips 
of  the  people,  especially  the  great  body  of  the 
people  who  always  desire  good  government 
whoever  may  be  in  power.  Coming  into  power 
with  these  solemn  pledges,  the  executive  and 
legislative  departments  of  the  Government 
entered  upon  the  work  of  retrenching  expend- 
itures, of  reforming  abuses.  The  appropria- 
tions were  reduced  by  tens  of  millions,  and 
more  system  and  vi^or  infused  into  the  service, 
by  which  tens  of  millions  were  secured  to  the 
Treasury.  Through  this  economy  in  the  ex- 
penditures, this  fidelity  in  the  collection  of 
the  public  moneys,  the  naiion  is  indebted  for 
that  magoifioeiit  reduetion  of  the  public  debt 
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a  year  ago,  by  common  consent,  (and  I  was 
one  of  tne  witnesses  of  the  death,  aud  one  of 
the  pallbearers  at  the  funeral,)  that  commit- 
tee died.  I  supposed  it  was  buried.  It  has 
remained  for  my  friends  from  Massachusetts 
and  Illinois  and  Missouri  to  resurrect  this 
buried  committee.  I  repeat,  it  died  by  com- 
mon consent;  and  why?  Because  the  neces- 
sities that  gave  it  birth  had  passed  away.  We 
had  passed  from  the  clouds  and  the  darkness 
and  the  murkiness,  to  which  I  have  referred  to 
the  clear  atmosphere  of  a  Kepublican  Admin- 
istration. Then  the  labors  of  this  commit- 
tee, that  was  good  in  its  day.  ceased,  and  it 
died. 

A  little  later  in  the  history  of  our  party,  cer- 
tain gentlemen  who  were  filled  with  specula- 
tive philosophy  had  a  **new  revelation,''  as 
it  is  called  among  the  Mormons.  They  dis- 
covered that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  fills 
the  executive  chair  of  this  nation  was  growing 
too  rapidly  in  the  popular  judgment  oi  an  en- 
lightened people.  They  discovered  a  universal 
panacea  for  all  wrong,wbich  they  said  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  would  not  adopt ;  and 
that  was  this  great  question  of  **  civil  service 
reform,''  reform  in  the  manner  of  appointments 
to  office,  aud  in  conducting  the  civil  offices. 
This  was  a  thought  worthy  of  a  birth,  but  one 
doomed  to  die  while  the  marks  of  its  swaddling 
clothes  are  yet  around  it.  That  same  class 
here  have  sought  to  give  birth,  or  rather  to 
resurrect  this  old  committee ;  and  that  is  what 
is  now  sought  by  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Now,  sir,  if  any  such  circumstances  per- 
vaded the  atmosphere  as  did  when  the  com- 
mittee was  born  I  would  vote  for  its  recrea- 
tion, because  I  will  do  anything  that  is  neces- 
sary to  avert  a  wrong ;  but  I  will  not  go 
for  measures  that  anticipate,  ay,  promulgate 
and  advertise  that  we  are  surrounded  by  the 
same  dangers  now  that  we  were  then.  My 
friend  from  Massachusetts  says,  *^0h,  two 
men  supposed  to  be  good  have  stolen. ' '  I  have 
no  doubt  of  it.  Of  the  first  twelve  that  were 
selected  by  One  wiser  than  all  of  us  one 
proved  treacherous  and  false.  So  it  will  be 
away  down  the  pathway  of  time  as  lone  as  men 
are  selected  for  human  agencies.  Here  and 
there,  to  make  virtue  shine  the  brighter,  there 
will  be  these  plague-spots  of  vice.  What  ad- 
ministration on  tne  face  of  this  earth  has  ever 
been  exempt  from  these  infirmities?  None.  Sir, 
even  your  generals  in  your  Army  have  betrayed 
yon.  In  our  infantile  revolutionary  struggle 
who  but  an  Arnold  in  the  hour  of  peril  betrayed 
his  country  and  his  post?  But  stronger  than 
all  that  is  an  honest,  intelligent  people,  who 
hold  to  a  judgment  more  dreadful  than  the 
judgments  of  courts,  who  hold  to  a  judgment 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  petty  tine  or 
imprisonment  that  you  may  impose.  Sir,  the 
man  in  office  who  steals  now  goes  before  a 
tribunal  and  stands  in  trial  where  utter  and 
eternal  condemnation  is  written  if  he  is  false 
to  his  priuciules  or  to  his  trust. 

Am  I  to  be  told,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is 
this  committee  with  these  powers  that  is  to 
keep  men  honest?  I  tell  you,  no;  if  a  man 
is  wanting  in  the  substantial  elements  of  jus- 
tice and  truth  and  faithfulness  and  trust,  he 
laughs  at  your  committee ;  and  it  is  a  thing 
quite  immaterial,  in  my  judgment,  whether 
we  have  any  committee  on  this  subject  or  not. 
There  is  none  now ;  and  see  how  quick  the 
late  offenders  have  been  dragged  to  justice. 
Would  that  duty  have  been  more  potently  or 
quickly  performed  if  this  committee  had  been 
in  existence?  No,  sir.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  has  told  the  whole 
story — that  the  eagle-eyed  watchman  who 
stands  at  the  Treasury  was  the  first  to  fiud 
it  out. 

About  the  only  difference  there  is  between 
the  two  propositions — the  original  resolution 
and  the  amendment — is  that  the  one  has  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;  that  is,  self- 


acting  all  the  time  without  any  advice  or  con- 
sent on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  I  do  not  like  such 
committees,  and  my  friends  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  will  tell  you  how  eloquently  they 
rallied  the  public  mind  on  that  point  with 
regard  to  the  Ku  Rlux  committee.  I  recollect 
distinctly — and  they  almost  shook  my  nerves 
upon  it — that  they  said  it  was  a  daneerous 

Sower ;  and  if  the  times  which  surrounded  us 
ad  not  been  full  of  peril  and  danger  I  should 
not  have  voted  for  it  myself.  But  subsequent 
events  have  shown  that  onr  apprehensions, 
have  been  more  than  realized,  ana  nave  proved 
the  wisdom  of  conferring  the  power  at  that 
time.  That,  however,  is  a  power  which  I 
would  reserve  to  the  Senate  in  an  emergency. 
I  would  keep  in  this  body  the  power  to  give 
direction  when  a  committee  should  send  for 

Eersons  and  papers,  and  direct  as  well  as  may 
e  the  able  committee  who  may  be  appointed 
for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  NYE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  has  spoken 
of  the  danger  of  clothing  a  committee  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  has 
said  that  he  was  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian on  one  occasion. 

Mr.  NYE.  Not  **  almost,"  but  altogether. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Senator  where  was  his  voice  on  a  memor- 
able occasion  when  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  assuming  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Senators  of  the  United 
States  to  find  whether  they  were  not  bribed  to 
acquit  Andy  Johnson,  and  when  that  commit- 
tee was  ransacking  all  the  telegraph  offices,  and 
seizing  all  the  telegrams,  private  and  public, 
of  every  man  there  7  Where  was  the  Senator' s 
voice  then? 

Mr.  NYE.  Just  where  it  is  now,  [laughter,] 
and  you  give  me  another  just  such  a  set  of  cir- 
cumstances and  I  will  vote  for  it  again,  as  I 
would  to  call  out  the  militia  to  put  down  the 
rebellion,  and  as  I  would  use  all  the  power  in 
our  handjs ;  but,  sir,  there  is  no  such  occasion 
now.  Throughout  the  Republican  ranks  there 
is  peace,  save  here  and  there  one  that  would 
be  greater  than  his  master.  Throughout  the 
Democratic  ranks  there  is  a  general  acquies- 
cence, I  believe,  taking  their  papers  as  a  guide, 
that  tlie  administration  is  honestly  adminis- 
tered. Aside  from  that,  and  at  a  time  when 
there  is  universal  peace  and  prosperity,  what 
is  the  use  of  getting  up  these  bugbears  to 
frighten  people?  Here  you  have  got  your 
committee  at  your  hand,  and  you  advertise  to 
these  several  Departments  that  this  commit- 
tee is  here  ready  to  pounce  upon  them  when- 
ever the  Senate  tells  it  to  do  so.  Is  not  that 
enough  ? 

I  have  said  what  I  desired  to  say  upon  the 
resolution,  but  I  have  intimated  that  I  see  in 
this  thing  a  little  animus  that  I  think  requires 
a  passing  notice,  and  especially  on  th^  part 
of  my  friend  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Schurz,] 
You  recollect,  Mr.  President,  that  he  dwelt 
upon  certain  alleged  custom-house  frauds  in 
New  York  with  a  keen  appetite,  as  the  raven 
feeds  upon  a  dainty  bit  ot  food,  and  he  seemed 
to  perch  and  revel  tht^re  with  a  delightful  satis- 
faction which  bespoke,  I  think,  the  animus 
which  animated  him.  In  the  cartage  business 
there — a  buHiness  with  which  my  friend  seems 
to  be  entirely  familiar,  for  he  dwells  on  it — 
he  finds  a  man  by  the  name  of  Leet.  I  will 
read  the  Senator's  own  language,  so  that  I 
shall  not  misrepresent  him.  He  asks,  "  Who 
is  this  Mr.  Leet?"  He  goes  on  to  say  that  he 
was  a  member  of  General  Grant's  staff  in  the 
time  of  the  war.  What  did  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  say  that  for?  Has  he  any  enmity 
with  Leet  ?  None.  Why  does  he  drag  that 
in?  To  connect  the  Executive  of  this  nation 
with  that  cartage  business  and  send  the  im- 
pression abroad  that  the  President  of  the 


United  States  had  stooped  to  dabble  in  the 
cartage  business  of  the  New  York  custom- 
house. No  other  inference  can  possibly  be 
drawn. 

Well,  now,  sir,  has  it  come  to  be  a  reproach, 
does  my  honorable  friend  from  Missoori  mean 
to  say  that,  because  Mr.-  Leet  was  upon  the 
staff  of  a  general  who  conquered  mora  men 
and  more  territory  in  the  same  time  than  mortal 
man  had  ever  conquered  before,  it  is  a  reproach 
upon  that  faithful  man  who  discharged  all  his 
duties  in  the  time  of  the  bloodiest  strife  in  this 
country  that  he  should  be  engaged  in  the  cart- 
age business?  No,  sir ;  he  means  to  carry  the 
impression  that  the  Executive  has  8too]>ed  to 
dabble  in  the  cartage  business  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  No  sensible  man  can  draw  any 
other  conclusion.  I  stand  here  not  as  the 
defender  of  Mr.  Leet.  for  I  do  not  know  him, 
but  I  honor  him  for  oaving  been  called  to  so 
high  aud  honorable  a  station,  and  I  shonld  be 
sorry  to  have  the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  prevsil,  that  because  he  had  been  in 
the  Army  it  was  not  becoming  in  him  to  pro- 
cure an  honest  livelihood  by  cartage. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Missoori,  with 
his  military  plume  all  reddened  with  the  blood 
of  his  enemies,  would  hardly  be  willing  to 
have  it  said,  as  he  goes  to  the  plow,  the  anvil, 
and  the  workshop  and  finds  those  there  who 
fought  with  him,  that  it  was  a  toil  unbecoming 
the  soldier ;  that  it  was  a  reflection  upon  his 
character  that  after  he  had  served  his  coantry 
faithfully  and  long  and  effectively  he  shonld 
affain  return  to  the  peaceful  avocations  of  life. 
No,  sir ;  that  is  the  glory  of  our  soldiery  and 
of  our  citizens.  I  find  no  satisfaction  myself 
in  lighting  upon  such  a  little  tender  spotaa 
that,  and  perching  with  an  air  of  triumph  orer 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  Seek  other 
game. 

Then,  when  we  come  to  look  carefully  at 
the  motive  of  this  thing  as  displayed  on  the 
surface — if  I  am  mistaken  gentlemen  will  cor- 
rect me — it  is  not  that  they  want  this  amend- 
menti  but  it  is  that  they  want  a  machinery  by 
which  they  can  probe  around  and  see  if  they 
cannot  ascertain  or  find  some  little  dost  that  i 
they  can  tiiroW  out  just  before  a  nomination 
is  to  be  made  for  the  Presidency.  Give  mr 
friend  from  Missouri  and  those  who  act  with 
him  here  the  selection  of  this  committee,  and 
I  tell  you  you  would  see  a  report  full  of  per- 
teutons  evil,  and  it  would  not  appear  ontil 
abontthatime  the  National  Convention  was 
to  sit. 

Now,  sir,  I  like  a  good,  honest,  old-fashioned 
opposition.  If  my  friend  from  Missouri — and 
it  anybody  can,  he  is  the  man — can  writedown 
the  Administration  upon  the  theory  of  a  reform 
in  the  civil  service,  let  him  go,  and  I  shall  wish 
him  God-speed ;  and  I  hope  when  that  lime 
comes  that  nobody  in  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  stand  up,  if  he  succeeds  to  his 
highest  wishes,  and  complain  that  one  of  bis 
staff  is  a  carter  in  New  x  ork. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  is  precisely  this 
original  resolution? 

'  Rewlvtdt  That  a  ataoding  committee  of  seven,  to 
be  known  as  the  Committee  of  lavestiffation  and 
Retrenobment,  be  croiUed,  to  investigate  and  report 
on  such  subjects  as  may  bo  committed  to  it  by  the 
Senate,  such  committee  to  be  elected  by  the  Senate 
as  other  standing  committees. 

What  fairer  thing  on  earth  could  there  be 
than  that  7.  What  is  the  use  of  amending  that, 
aud  what  is  to  be  the  consequence  if  it  is  not 
amended  ?  We  shall  see  by  reading  the  amend- 
ment that  is  offered.     It  is : 

And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditures  in  all  branches  of  the  service 
ofthe  United  States. 

We  have  two  or  three  committees  that  an- 
swer that  end ;  and  not  only  that,  but  we  have 
the  reports  from  the  heads  ofthe  Departments 
every  year,  more  true  in  their  statements  of 
detail  than  anything  any  committee  conld  pre- 
sent, with  all  the  time  it  could  take  to  invest- 
igate and  ascertain  facts.      But  suppose  an 
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thpy  were  doomed  to  disappointment;  for  the 
same  scandalous  system  of  robbery  eziets  to 
this  very  dHy  in  spite  of  the  exposures  made 
by  the  committee ;  and  I  may  say  that  the 
gentlemen  who  are  at  the  head  of  that  great 
monopoly,  Leet  and  Stocking,  are  even  now 
putting  their  arms  to  their  elbows  into  the 
pockets  of  the  commercial  community  of  New 
York  by  virtue  of  the  privilege  they  enjoy,  in 
order  to  fill  their  own. 

The  Senator  from  Kew  York  asked  me  yes- 
terday why  there  was  not  a  bill  introducecT  for 
the  purpose  of  puttinc  a  stop  to  these  practices. 
Let  me  say  to  him  that  there  was  no  legisla- 
tion necessary  for  that  purpose,  just  as,  strictly 
speaking,  there  is  no  legislation  necessary  for 
reforming  the  civil  service.  The  Executive 
had  always  power  enough  to  do  it.  The  abuse 
of  the  ffeneral-order  system  at  New  York  was 
created  by  the  act  of  the  Executive,  by  the 
regulations  of  the  New  York  custom* house, 
and  the  abuse  might  have  been  done  away  with 
by  an  act  of  the  same  Executive,  by  the  regu- 
lations of  the  same  New  York  custom  house, 
without  any  legislative  interference  on  our 
part.  It  might  have  been,  and  it  oaght  to  have 
Deen,  but  it  was  not. 

It  is  true  I  spoke  of  a  power  sustaining 
this  scandalous  system  of  robbery,  a  power 
apparently  stronger  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himselL  Why  did  I  say  so  7  I  said 
so  after  having  laid  before  the  Senate  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  fact  that  in  the  first 
place  the  most  respectable  and  most  highly 
respected  merchants  of  New  York  had  de- 
nounced in  unmistakable  language  the  charac- 
ter of  the  general-order  practices.  I  said  so 
after  having  laid  before  the  Senate  evidence 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself  had 
pronounced  against  it  afier  having  investigated 
the  case  by  a  special  commission  sent  by  him- 
self to  New  York ;  after  having  received  a 
report  disapproving  of  the  svstem  and  recom- 
mending[  the  restoration  of  tne  old  regulations. 
I  therefore  said,  and  I  repeat  it,  when  the 
most  respected  merchants  of  New  York  pro- 
test against  this  svstem  of  robberv  \  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  time  and  again  pro- 
nounces against  it,  and  when  still  that  system 
of  robbery  is  kept  alive  to  this  very  day,  there 
must  be  a  power  stronger  than  decent  respect 
to  public  opinion,  there  must  be  a  power 
stronger  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
himself,  to  sustain  practices  which,  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  trade  of  New  York  and  of 
the  public  service,  which,  in  defiance  of  public 
opinion,  which,  in  disregard  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  merely  serve 
to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of  a  favored  few. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SCHURZ.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  He  employs  the  term 
*'  which  the  SecretAry  of  the  Treasury  has  time 
and  again  disapproved  of.''  Shsll  we  under- 
stand the  Senator  to  assert  that  the  Secetary 
of  ibeTreasuiy  has  titreand  again  disapproved 
of  the  arrangement  which  the  Senator  denom- 
inates an  abuhC,  and  has  ordered  it  to  be 
changed  ? 

Mr.  SCBURZ.  I  refer  to  the  testimony.  I 
informed  the  Senate  yesterday  that  there  had 
been  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment  

Mr.  CONKLING.    So  the  Senator  said. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  And  more  particularly  in 
the  hands  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 

{Mr.  Patterson,  ]  disapproving  of  this  system, 
would  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
once  more,  whether  this  is  not  so? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  my  honorableTriend 
will  pardon  me,  I  do  not  wish  any  further  in- 
formation upon  that  point,  for  he  stated  it  fully 
yesterday.  1  only  mean  to  inquire  whether  he 
intendu  now  to  enlarge  his  statement,  because 
he  employs  the  words  that  the  Secretary  has 
'*  time  and  again*'  (if  I  caught  his  expression) 
directed  this  to  ba  changed  7    Now,  if  the  ref* 


erence  is  merely  to  the  letter  alluded  to  yester- 
day, I  understand  that.  If  it  is  to  something 
else,  I  should  like  to  know  it. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Here  is  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Francklyo. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    About  this  letter? 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  About  two  leUers.  There 
were  two  letters — one  addressed  by. the  Secre- 
tary to  Mr.  Grinnell,  and  one  to  Mr.  Murphy, 
about  this  very  case. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  would  make  three. 
That  is  '*  time  and  again.'' 

Mr.  CONKLING.  As  I  understand,  there 
were  two  letters— one  to  Mr.  Grinnell,  and  one 
to  Mr.  Mut^phy.    How  does  that  make  three  ? 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  There  would  be  two,  then. 
In  the  estimation  of  the  Senator  would  the 
term  ''time  and  again"  be  applicable  to  two 
letters? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  I  do  not  dispute, 
but  when  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  as- 
sists my  friend  by  countinj|[  two  into  three,  as 
a  matter  of  arithmetic,  it  is  something  that  I 
do  not  understand. 

*  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  supposed  that  the  letter 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamo- 
shire  was  a  different  letter.     I  so  understooa. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Allow  me  to  state  that 
it  was  simpljTa  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  Sec- 
retary had  addressed  to  Mr.  Murphy  on  this 
subject,  obtained  b;^  the  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  publishing  it  with  the  report,  but  which 
accidentally  was  left  out  of  the  report  by  the 
printer. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  was  that  letter  different 
from  the  two  letters  referred  to  in  the  report? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    It  was  one  of  the  two. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  So  it  appears  after  all  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj  repeatedly  (if 
that  term  suits  the  Senator  from  New  York 
better)  in  writing  disapproved  of  this  system, 
and,  as  the  testimony  states,  wrote  about  it 
to  Collector  Grinnell  and  then  again  to  Col- 
lector Murphy,  as  he  himself  says,  rather 
sharply :  and  yet  in  spite  of  the  disapproval 
of  the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury  this  abuse 
subsists  to  this  very  day. 

Now,  sir,  I  stated  yesterday  in  my  remarks 
that  this  testimony  also  shows  the  following 
things.     There  are  two  witnesses 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Will  m^  friend  allow 
me  to  make  a  word  of  explanation  there? 

Mr.  SCHURZ.    Certainly. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  do  it  in  justice  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  a  single  point 
in  respect  to  which  the  Secretary  spoke  to  me 
this  morning.  .He  had  supposed  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  made  the  remark,  but  I  think 
it  was  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  that  after 
information  had  been  brought  to  him  of  pecu- 
lations and  frauds  in  the  custom-houseatNew 
York  he  had  suffered  that  evil  to  remain.  The 
facts  areas  follows:  after  we  hud  partially 
completed,  perhaps  got  half  through  with  our 
inveff*^gations.  I  nad  occasion  to  make  some 
remarks  in  the  Senate  upon  the  civil  service 
reform,  and  alluded  to  facts  which  had  been 
brought  out  in  our  investigation  in  the  way  of 
illustration  of  my  remarks.  The  Secretary 
saw  those  remarks  and  sent  me  a  letter  asking 
for  the  names  of  those  inspectors  who  had  tes- 
tified that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  taking 
from  twelve  to  fifty  dollars  from  the  agents  of 
the  steamship  companies  in  order  to  quicken 
their  industry  in  the  discharge  of  vessels.  I 
went  to  the  Treasurv  and  saw  the  Secretary, 
and  told  him  we  had  only  partially  done  our 
work  in  New  York,  that  as  soon  as  we  had 
completed  that  work  we  should  make  a  report 
of  all  the  names  to  the  Senate,  when  he  could 
use  that  report.  This,  jrou  remember,  was  just 
at  the  close  of  the  session.  I  made  the  report 
only,  perhaps,  two  or  three  days  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  so  that  there  was  not  time 
to  distribute  printed  copies  upon  the  tables 
of  Senators,  and  I  lefl  immediately  after  the 
adjonmment,  and  had  no  opportunity  to  see 
the  Secretary  in  person  upon  this  subject.  He 
told  me  that  be  bad  not  seen  the  report)  and 


therefore  these  people  remained.    Those  are 
the  facts. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Did  the  Secretary  sldo  dpny 
before  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  that 
he  had  written  these  letters? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  He  did  not  say  aword 
in  relation  to  that. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  And  by  the  way,  T  may  sty 
that  I  did  not  make  the  remark  which  citlled 
forth  the  Secretary's  explanation,  but  the  8eQ* 
ator  frooa  Illinois  did. 

Mr.  P ATTE  RSO N.  He  supposed  that  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  did. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  my  remarks  are  published,  and  1  shoold 
like  to  know  what  remark  of  mine  it  is  that 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  undertakes 
to  controvert  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  T  do  not  know.  The 
Secretary  spoke  to  me  this  morning  in  relation 
to  this  point,  and  I  said  to  him  that  1  would 
frankly  state  to  the  Senate  the  facts  in  relation 
to  the  matter.  He  supposed  that  the  Senator 
had  made  such  a  retnark. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
well  to  know  what  remark  is  attributed  tome. 
I  do  not  understand  it.  If  any  reinark  I  hare 
made  is  incorrect  and  has  done  injustice  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  shall  be  very 
prompt  to  correct  it ;  but  I  do  not  know  of 
any  remark  I  have  made  of  that  sort 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  The  Senator  made  this  re 
mark,  that  there  were  officers  in  the  cnstom* 
house  in  New  York  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
taking  bribes.     Was  not  that  it? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  the  Senator  firom 
New  Hampshire  undertake  to  deny  the  state- 
ment? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator hitngelf  is 
the  authority  for  that  statement.  He  stated  It 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  And  I  state  it  again, 
if  it  is  necessary.  I  say  there  are  inspectors 
in  the  custom  house  at  New  York  who  stated 
before  the  committiee  under  oath  that^  in  ?io 
lation  of  their  oath,  and  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  land,  they  had  taken  bribes,  i«nd 
that  they  took  bribes  every  time  they  disch»rged 
a  vessel :  and  the  agent  of  the  steamship  com- 
pany tola  me  they  could  not  get  their  vesiols 
discharged  in  time  until  they  had  paid  thin 
money.  It  is  true  that  the  inspector  nnd 
the  agent  alike  committed  a  violation  of  the 
law  and  were  both  liable  to  prosecution  for 
doing  it. 

All  that  I  rose  to  explain  was  the  relation 
which  the  Secretary  bore  to  this  matter,  for  I 
do  not  want  to  do  any  injos'ice  to  the  Secre 
tary,  nor,  indeed,  to  anybody  else,  in  relation 

M*r.  TRUMBULL.  And  I  shoold  be  very 
sorry  to  do  it. 

Mr.  PAT  rERSON.  I  did  not  suppose  the 
Senator  would.  ,^ 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  should  like  to  know  if 
those  men  have  been  continued  in  oflSce,  the 
bribers  and  the  bribed? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  their  having  beeti  removed.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  that. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Well,  sir,  at  anv  rate  this 
seems  to  be  certain,  undeniable,  and  undenied, 
that  there  exists  a  calling,  under  the  name  of 
the  **gpneral-order  business,"  in  New  York, 
on  the  North  river,  which  constitutes  a  munop 
oly  estimated  to  be  worth  from  fifty  to  a  hun« 
dred  thousand  dollars  to  those  who  enjoy  it ; 
that  this  business,  as  appears  from  the  prin* 
cipal  merchants  of  New  York,  constitutes  a 
system  of  plunder;  that  it  has  been  invesu- 
gated  by  a  special  commission,  sent  there  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  report  1 
have  before  me,  and  which  report  bean*  date 
May  6,  1870 ;  that  the  system  is  also  strongly 
disapproved  of  in  this  report  as  a  great  abuse, 
and  the  restoration  of  the  arrangem(>nts  pre' 
vailing  before  this  Administration  camf  \^  ^ 
recommended ;  that  therefore  poblio  opiniont 
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a  very  liTely  and  interesting  performance  be- 
fore we  leave  this  Chamber.  [Laoghter.]  I 
have  notes  before  me :  but  I  am  admonished 
to  proceed. 

Then  comes  the  last  proposition,  that  which 
would  give  some  force,  some  power,  some  effi- 
cacy to  this  committee,  namely,  that  they  may 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  When  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  Senators  who  have  Uvea  heretofore 
apparently  for  no  other  purpose,  having  no 
visible  means  of  occupation  except  sending 
for  persons  and  papers,  throw  themselves 
into  an  attitude  of  perfect  horror.  Grasping 
the  Constitution  of  the  country  they  exclaim, 
**WhatI  send  for  persons  and  papers  when 
this  blessed  document  declares  tnat  knen's 
persons  and  papers  shall  not  be  subject  to  un- 
necessary seizures  I"  These  are  necessary 
seizures,  or  else  there  can  never  occur  a  set 
of  circumstances  that  would  admit  it.  No, 
that  is  so  much  for  declamation  and  so  much 
for  the  prairies  ahd  the  intelligent  men  in  the 
back  country.     [Laughter.] 

If  these  propositions  contained  in  the 
amendment  are  voted  down,  what  will  the 
unsophisticated  people  think  about  this?  Will 
they  think  for  one  single  moment  that  there  is 
not  something  wron^r,  something  suspicious? 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  spoken 
in  behalf  of  reform.  I  stand  by  his  side  on 
the  platform  of  reform.  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  is  ranged  on  the  same  platform, 
as  I  understand  him.  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  has  been  there  preoccupying  it 
80  long  that  if  a  platform  could  be  caltivated 
he  might  as  a  pre^mptor  take  possession  of 
it.  Now,  when  we  come  to  that  position  and 
begin  to  sustain  the  President  in  the  matter 
of  reform,  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate  who  are 
par  exceUenee  the  friends,  the  keepers  of  the 
Administration,  shall  go  back  upon  it,  there  is 
no  reasonable  construction  that  the  people 
could  make  of  the  whole  matter  except  this : 
they  will  ask,  ''Is  there  a  little  arrangement 
by  which  the  President  is  to  commit  in  his 
message  the  party  to  reform;  and  then  is 
there  a  little  understanding  that  his  special 
friends  in  the  Senate  will  hold  back  in  the 
traces  and  let  him  have  the  glory  of  the 
reform  and  they  never  let  the  people  have 
the  benefit  of  the  reform?"  Of  course  there 
18  nothing  of  this  kind  intended ;  but  I  fear 
the  gentlemen  will  be  placed  in  a  false  posi- 
tion, and  being  a  lover  of  humanity,  I  would 
not  willioely  see  them  Slaughtered. 

Now,  why  should  the  Chronicle  have  been 
alarmed  ana  suppose  that  It  would  be  in  the 

Sower  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  and  the 
enator  from  Illinois  to  get  control  of  this 
committee,  and  cast  dirt  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration? Is  there  not  a  majority  of  us  here; 
or,  where  we  are  all  on  one  side,  can  we  talk 
about  majorities  at  all?  These  Democratic 
members  1  idok  upon  as  here  br  our  kind  per- 
mission simply.  [Laughter. ]  Would  they  have 
any  right  to  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  unless  they  subscribed  to  our  creed, 
which  I  trust  in  good  time  they  will  all  do? 
[Laughter. ]  I  say  we  are  a  majority  here,  and 
we  can  organize  this  committee,  therefore,  so 
that  neither  th«  Senator  from  Missouri  nor 
any  other  Senator  can  get  such  a  degree  of 
control  of  it  as  to  injure  the  Republican  party. 
Such  men  must  not  have  prominent  positions 
upon  it,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  they 
shall  not  have  these  important-  positions  upon 
it ;  and  yet  the  papers  in  advance  of  the  action 
here  have  prepared  the  public  mind  for  any- 
thing that  shall  be  done  in  order  that  the  coun- 
try may  be  saved  from  the  calamity  of  two  or 
three  Senators  who  are  designated  getting  the 
control  of  the  committee. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  New  York  yes- 
terday laid  it  down  as  a  general  proposition 
that  the  strength  of  the  Republican  party  con- 
sisted in  its  willingness  to  expose  frauds  among 
its  own  members.    I  think  I  quote  him  cor- 


rectly. I  used  to  agree  with  him ;  but  I  tried 
that  once.  Not  very  long  since  an  office- 
holder of  my  State  received  a  renomination, 
and  I  went  into  the  contest  against  him,  but 
he  was  elected.  I  thought  that  I  could  not 
apply  to  him  the  prayer  of  the  Chaplain  that 
he  had  lefl  more  than  he  had  carried  off,  for 
I  thought  he  had  taken  it  all  and  left  the  peo- 
ple nothing  of  their  school  fund.  I  opposed 
him  on  the  basis  laid  down  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  York,  believing  that  the 
purity  of  mv  party  demanded  the  effort.  I 
was  overwhelmed ;  but  the  agitation  produced 
the  action  of  the  Le^slature  one  year  ago, 
and  that  officer  was  impeached,  and  he  was 
removed  when  the  charges  were  proven  which 
I  used  against  him. 

But  in  my  own  State  first  I  was  informed 
that  according  to  the  manner  in  which  offices 
were  awarded  on  the  rule  of  fidelity  to  party 
in  this  country,  if  I  did  not  desist  I  would  be 
read  out  of  the  party  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. Well,  now,  we  want  the  capital  out  West. 
But  I  did  not  recognize  the  existence  of  Wash- 
ington yet  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  my 
simple  response  was,  '*  Washington  has  nothing 
to  CIO  with  me ;  let  the  authorities  in  Washing- 
ton mind  their  business  and  I  will  take  care  of 
mine.''  But  though  I  have  been  sustained  in 
that  infidelity  to  my  party  in  opposing  a  man 
who,  for  the  crimes  I  charged  on  him,  has 
been  convicted  and  removed  oy  impeachment, 
I  was  told  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  *'You 
have  been  reported  to  headquarters,  and  you 
will  be  discarded  in  the  distribution  of  pat- 
ronage.'' I  have  not  yet  recovered  from  that 
charge ;  I  am  not  yet  extricated  from  that 
position.  I  understand  how  party  power  is 
exerted  in  this  land  when  there  is  a  degree  of 
independence  that  becomes  offensive  to  men 
in  very  exalted  positions.  We  are  discussing 
those  points  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  President,  I  think,  in  conclusion,  that 
when  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  pre- 
sented his  amendment  here;  when  I  remem- 
bered that  an  earnest,  active,  not  a  know-noth- 
ing Senate,  but  a  working,  oetermined  Senate 
five  years  ago  had  passed  the  same  identical 
resolution  he  offered;  when  I  saw  the  i^reat 
necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the  committee, 
when  the  voluminousrecord  of  testimony  taken 
by  it  with  regard  to  the  N-ew  York  custom- 
house was  ventilated  to  the  Senate  b^  distin- 
guished Senators  for  two  days,  I  was  justified 
in  supposing  that  we  should  come  together,  and 
that  we  would  yet  pass  the  resolution  with  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  I 
did  not  suppose  that  a  proposition  which  had 
been  so  dear  heretofore  to  distinguished  Sen- 
ators, that  a  proposition  which  had  been  aided 
and  sustained  by  them,  would  be  ignored  at 
the  present  time  when  the  leaks  in  the  Treas- 
ury were  as  large  as  they  had  been.  I  did  not 
anticipate  that  they  would  thus  be  willing  to 

go  back,  as  I  thought,  upon  what  was  custom 
ere,  if  not  imperative  customs,  that  where 
there  was  evidence  of  such  frauds  full  power 
should  be  given  to  sift  them.  It  has  happened 
within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  in 
this  Chamber  that  the  information  is  given  to 
us  that  even  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
that  presented  this  ea^o«^  of  corruption  in  New 
York  is  not  aware  that  the  men  have  ever  yet 
been  removed,  though  the  testimony  showed 
that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  abso- 
lute and  naked  bribes. 

With  all  these  facts  before  u8«  I  could  not 
suppose  but  what  these  gentlemen  would  sus- 
tain the  proposition  with  eloquence,  with 
power,  with  determination,  and  that  if  other 
men  faltered,  they  never  could  falter.  I  had  a 
right  to  suppose  that  if  they  died  before  all  the 
corruptions  were  finally  ferreted  out  and  pun- 
ished in  the  land  they  would  desire  that  their 
graves  should  be  but  slightly  filled  in  order  that 
hereafler  they  might  come  back,  if  possible, 
and  help  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  day's 
work.    But,  instead  of  that,  they  have  antici- 


pated their  contemplated  resurrection.  Thej 
bring  us  in  their  resolution  a  political  corpse, 
shrouded  and  coffined,  hereafter  to  be  ani- 
mated with  a  very  lamb-like  soul  which  shall 
only  receive  its  retrenchment  authority  when 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
CoNELiNO,]  standing  by  its  temporary  tomb, 
in  the  majestic  attitude  of  a  Republican  deitr, 
shall  infuse  life  into  it  and  bid  it  go  forth. 
Sleep  is  to  be  the  rule,  and  breathing  and 
moving  in  this  land  of  ours  is  to  be  the  excep- 
tion, of  their  Committee  on  Retrenchment  and 
Reform. 

Sir,  I  have  done  what  I  could  to  present  the 
views  which  I  have  on  this  subject;  but  if  we 
are  overruled  here,  we  have  the  consolation 
of  knowing  that,  perhaps,  clear-headed  hon* 
esty,  pure-hearted  integrity,  unskilled  in  the 
wiles  of  the  politician  and  the  necessities  of 
hard-pressed  partisan  leaders,  may  some  time 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  though  we  lose 
the  cause  to-day,  we  shall  yet  gain  it  in  that 
better  time  coming. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Wil- 
SON  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Trumbull.} 

Mr.  SUMNER  called  for  the  ycM  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — ^yeas  24,  nays  85  ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard.  Blair.  CassOTly, 
Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Fentoo,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Logaa.  Pattcmon, 
Robertson.  Saulsbanr,  Sohurs,  SteveDSon.  StocKton, 
Sumner.  Thurman,  Tipton.  Trumbull.  Vioken,We9t, 
and  Wilson— 24. 

NA  YS—Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony,  Boreman.Brown- 
low,  Buckinsham.  Caldwell*  Cameron.  CarpentOT, 
Chandler.  Clayton.  Conklinr.  Corbett.  Cragin,  Bd- 
munds,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan.  FrelingBoy- 
sen,  Gilbert,  Hamlin.  Hitchcock,  Howe.  Kellogg. 
Lewis,  Merrill  of  Vermont,  Morton.  Nye.  OHbom. 
Pomeroy,  Pratt,  Ramsey.  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sherman. 
Spencer,  and  Stewart— SS. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Cole,  BaTU  of  Eentacky.  Fent 
of  Connecticut.  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Harlan.  Hill, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Pool,  Rice.  Spragne.  Wmdom. 
and  Wright— 12. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Theaues 
tion  recurs  on  the  original  resolution  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 
Akthont.] 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  now  move  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  inquire,  as  was 
proposed  in  my  amendment  to  the  resolntioa 
just  adopted.  I  now  move  that  amendmeot 
as  an  independent  proposition  ;  namely)  that 
the  Committee  on  Retrenchment 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     It  is  not  raised  yet. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  ordered  to  be 
raised.  I  move  that  it  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  certain  things. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Wait  until  it 
18  raised 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  ordered  to  be 
raised.  The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  and 
other  Senators  said  that  they  were  in  favor  of 
making  this  a  live  committee.  Now  we  have 
voted  to  raise  the  committee,  I  want  that  it 
should  be  vested  with  authority  to  do  some- 
thing when  it  is  raised,  and  I  offer  this  as  a 
distinct  proposition. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Is  it  a  resolution  that  li 
offered  by  the  Senator? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  offered  as  an 
instruction  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  it  be  reduced  to 
writing. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  on  the  table  m 
writing. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Let  us  hear  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolu- 
tion will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
and  Retrenchment  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  to* 
expenditures  in  all  branches  of  the  service  of  t&e 
United  States,  and  report  whether  any  and  wbai 
offices  ought  to  be  abolished;  whether  any  andwnsi 
ialaries  or  allowances  ought  to  bo  reduced;  vd» 
are  the  methods  of  proeoring  acoountability  in  puo' 
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am  end  men  t  of  Hr.  Eillikgbb  ;  ftnd  upon  a 
diTision  there  were—ajes  87,  noes  61. 

Before  llie  resultof  the  vote  was  annoucced, 

Mr.  ARCEIER  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr.  Killivoeb 
and  Mr.  Arcber  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tell- 
ers reported  Ibat.  there  were — ayealOT,  □oea32. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  move  to  amend  the  fir^t 
section  of  the  sabstitute  b;  striking  out  all 
afler  the  enacting  clause  and  inaertinfc  in  liea 
thereof  what  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 


Mr.  POLAND.  Mr.  Chairman,  for  mj  own 
part  I  woald  not  have  advised  any  increase 
-n  the  number  of  Representatives.     I  voted  '— 


keep  the  House  of  Represenlativea  at  its  pres- 
ent onmber.  That  ia  m;  own  judgment  in  re- 
lation to  the  proper  number  to'  compose  this 
House.  Butb^averv  considerable  majorit; 
it  has  been  indicated  iDat  the  House  does  not 
intend  to  restrict  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives to  that  fixed  under  existing  law,  but 
intenda  '"  ' "' 


is  what  is  the  best  practicable 


looked  at  here  at  all,  hardly  suggested  by  any- 
body. The  question  with  members  from  each 
State  seems  to  be,  bow  are  we  to  increase  the 
representation  from  our  State?  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  consider  it  a  matter  of  very 
Seat  importance  whether  Vermont  has  too 
epcesentativea  or  three,  provided  she  has  her 
fair  share  and  proportion.  By  keeping  the 
members  of  the  House  at  the  present  number 
Vermont  would  bo  reduced  to  two  members. 
I  was  in  favor  of  that  j  T  amiufavor  of  itnow. 
If  the  majority  of  the  House  wouldagree  to  it, 
I  ahoald  be  altogether  better  satisfied  to  have 
it  in  ihat  way. 

The  only  ari^ment  I  have  heard  advanced 
why  we  should  increase  the  aggregate  nnmber 
of  Representatives  is  that  it  is  desirnble  to 
prevent  any  State  from  losing  any.  If  we  are 
to  enter  upon  that  benevolent  undertaking, 
why  not  carry  it  out7  By  the  bill  which  has 
been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penu' 
sylvania  [Mr.  Mehcuh]  we  increase  the  num- 
ber to  two  hundred  and  eighty  ;  and  it  is  pro- 
Dosed  by  the  bill  which  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  FiRNSWoaTH]  has  the  care  of 
that  it  be  increased  to  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.  The  sahatitule  I  now  propose  raises 
the  UDinber  to  two  hundred  and  ninety-one, 


above  the  number 
it  goes  far 
_-of  Bepre- 

!B  of  Vermont  and  New 


not  a  very  laif  e 
named  in  those  two  bills 
enough  to  save  the  present 
sentativea  from  thi 
Hampshire. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ratio  proposed  in 
my  amendment  has,  as  will  be  seen,  a  very 
material  advantage  in  relation  to  the  fractions. 
It  was  auggeated  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylvania[Mr.  MERcrR]  himself,  that  very  much 
importance  ought  to  be  attached  to  secaring 
a  ratio  that  will  result  in  the  smallest  nnmber 
of  fractions.  Gentlemen  will  see  by  look- 
ing at  the  table  furnished  us  by  the  Snperin- 
tendent  of  the  Census,  that  the  fractions  upon 
the  basis  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  mem- 
bers are  half  a  million  less  than  they  are  upon 
any  of  the  other  ratios  that  are  proposed. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my  propo- 
sition gives  an  additional  BeprcsenCative  to 
New  Hampshire,  although  her  fraction  is  a 
trifle  less  than  one  half.  I  think  that  we  have 
the  right  to  give  some  conBidera'ion  to  tlie 
nnmber  of  Representatives  from  a  Slate.    Sup 

Eose  a  Slate  having  twenty  Representatives 
as  a  fraction  of  one  hundred  thousand;  if 
that  fraction  ia  divided  up  among  the  various 
districts,  the  number  of  people  to  be  repre- 
sented by  each  member  is  only  inerensea  by 
the  addition  of  five  thousand;  bat  if  a  State 
with  two  Representatives  hns  a  fraction  of 
one  hundred  thousand,  the  number  to  be 
represented  bt  each  member  is  increased  fifty 
thousand.  The  Constitnlion  provides  that 
Bepre sentativea  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  Slalea  according  to  the  respective 
nnmberof  their  population.  Of  course  we  can 
only  reach  the  result  approximately.  What- 
ever mode  of  calculation  we  may  adopt  the 
number  of  Representatives  will  not  come  out 
exactly  even,  and  we  cannot  divide  a  Repre- 
sentative! hence,  we  can  reach  only  an  ap- 
proximation. Sometimes  fractions  have  been 
counted,  and  aometimea  they  have  not  been 
counted.  Ifthe  judgment  of  the  House  should 
decide  that  these  large  fractions  in  a  Stal« 
having  only  one  or  two  li epre sen talives should 
be  treated  upon  a  somewhat  different  principle 
from  that  adopted  with  reference  to  a  State 
having  a  large  number  of  Representatives,  I 
lake  it  our  action  woold  be  in  conformity  with 
Che  Constitution.  If  we  are  going  to  prevent 
mischief  by  loss  of  representatioD,  let  us  do  it 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  antagonize  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  in  so 
far  as  it  increases  the  number.  The  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  says  that  hitherto 
nobody  has  debated  the  question  as  to  the 
increoae  of  the  number  of  tnis  body 

Mr.  POLAND.  Ifthe  gentleman  will  excuse 
me,  I  said  that  nobody  who  is  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  had 
debated  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
If  the  nropositions  argned  so  well  by  my 
friends  from  Indiana,  [.Mr.  Kerr  and  Mr.  Nib- 
lace,]  as  well  as  the  armament  of  an  incon- 
siderable person—whom  it  would  not  be  mod- 
est to  name — have  any  weight,  then  it  would 
apply,  a  fortiori,  against  this  amendment  for 
two  hnndred  and  ninety-one.  Against  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  I  would  qnote  even  n 
stronger  authority  than  himself.  Judge  Story, 
in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Constitutinn,  vol- 
ume two,  page  120,  says,  in  discussing  the 
question  which  is  now  before  the  House,  that — 

'-  The  question  ia  and  forovoi  maat  be.  in  IftTT 
nation,  n.  miied  quotlon  or  sound  paVmy  sad  disoro- 
tioQ  Willi  referenne  to  iu  aiia.ils  population,  its 
inatitutioDi.  its  local  and  phiaiciLlcondrtion,  and  oil 
other  clrcuin  stone  eg  affeotins  its  own  intcreati  and 
convenlsDOe." 

He  takes  the  ground  in  a  very  emphatic 
paragraph  (section  six  hundred  and  fifty-one) 
against  the  increase  of  the  number.  He  held 
that  sixty-Sve  was  enough  at  the  beginninj;  of 
our  Government;  and  the  "fathers"  in  1790 
thought  that  one  hundred  and  eight  were  suf- 
ficieot.    HeqnoteaCardinalDeBetz,  who  said 


that  every  public  assembly  over  one  hundred  in 
number  amounted,  to  a  mob.  In  mj  bnmble 
judgment  three  hundred  cannot  do  the  buainen 
of  forty  million  people  aa  well  as  two  hnndred. 
We  n-jmber  now  forty  more  than  we  should  in 
thia  House  for  the  purpose  of  baBineaa.     The 

Seople  who  gather  in  our  galleriea  and  look 
own  on  our  attempt  to  be  decoroua  and  duti- 
ful, look  upon  this  assemblage  almost  as  a  cha- 
otic farce.  They  cannot  Bnderatsad  how  we 
do  anything  here  in  thia  noisy  and  ntimerooa 

I  would  quote,  in  addition,  another  extract 
from  Judge  Stoiy.  It  should  have  some 
iiifiuence  on  this  House.  In  referring  to  the 
fact  that  the  State  of  Mossachnsetta  bad  a 
larger  Legislature,  while  Pennsylvania  had 
but  one  fifth  of  the  number,  he  goes  on  to  waj: 

"NolbiDii  oan  bs  more  fkllaeiooi  thaa  to  foknd 

political   caloula  ■  

Si.tyor.DVontj 
with  a  given  de 
But  it  doet  not 


porty  tniEtcd 


l-advited  Iwiirition.  ,  On 


itwouldbetoaver 
of  ton  members  wou 

In  our  Republic 
tem.  Onrpeoplee 
agora,  in  one  mass.  Our  poople  cannot,  by 
any  possibilitv  assemble,  much  less  legislate 
and  debate.  The  question  is,  what  iaa  proper 
representation  of  their  varied  interealsT  I 
would  go  beck  to  the  faihers.  I  would  go  back 
to  those  men  who  studied  the  spirit,  form,  and 
stracture  of  our  polilv  na  interpreted  by  the 
best  commentator  of  their  work. 

[Here  the  hammer  lell.] 

The   question   recurred   on   Mr.    Poijum's 


The  CO 

lyes  32,  I 


B  102. 


J  divided ;  and  there  were — 


was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  first  section  of  the 
snbstitote.  It  provides  for  the  same  distribu- 
tion of  Reprcaenlatives  aa  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Farnwwohth,]  which  section  has  already  been 
adjusted  by  this  commiUee.  What  is  of  still 
more  consequence,  itis  in  accordance  with  the 
result  of  the  census  as  laWen  under  the  amended 
Constitution,  Itmakes  the  ratio  ofrepresenla- 
lioQ  a  little  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  thousand.  I  will  not  debate  this  proposi- 
tion, but  will  refer  members  to  the  table  nod 
suggestions  which  I  submitted  to  the  House  a 
few  days  since.     Let  luy  amendment  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


Stril 


iiio' follow  in  It : 
Shall  be  compowd  of  ti 


;•  Bopre 


that,  it 


ordincVSthtF 


cof insert 

.„  .JO  e8?-crai 

i.<orthian«t: 


of  Mail 


of  New  llMuMbirc, 

ihoSlaloofVormont.two;  wiltain  IbeStatoof  M«»- 
s«5hu8Ctt?.oleVBn:wilbinthoSl»to  of  Rhode  Island, 
two:  within  tbo  StaU,  of  Connectionl.  fonr:  within 
the  Eute  of  Now  York.  tliirU-two :  within  the  Statv 
of  New  Joraey.EOTon:  wiihTn  the  Stale  of  Pcnnsyl- 
vnnia.  twoDlr-Bii;  within  the  State  of  Delnwnre. 
one;  within  the  Slate  of  Marrland,  elx:  within  the 
State  of  Virsiaia.  nine;  within  the  Stale  of  jilorth 
Caioliun,  oifhti  within  the  State  ofSoatb  Cuulinu. 
rivo;  within  the  Stale  of  Gcorein,  nine:  within  Iho 
State  of  Alubiim'i.aevpn:  within  the  Slnto  of  Hisii*. 
eippi.eix;  within  the  Stateorlioaiaiana,8ve:  within 
the  State  of  Obio.  t»cat>-:  witbin  tbo  State  of  Keo- 
tneky,  tcni  within  the  Stalo  of  Tcnneeaoe.  nine ; 
I  within  tbeStataof  Indiana, twelve:  witbin  thcStat« 
I  of  XUiDais.  eighteen !  within  I  be  State  of  Miuouri, 
thirteen;  witbin  tbo  Stalo  of  Arkani^.  four:  nithio 
Ihe  State  of  Michigiin,  nine:  within  the  State  of 
Florida,  odsj  witbin  Ibo  Stnlo  of  Texas,  aii ;  within 
the  State  of  Iowa,  nine;  within  the  State  of  WinoOD- 
lin  eight:  within  tho  State  of  California,  four  t 
within  the  State  of  Mlnouota,  three;  within  th« 
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I  hare  drawD  my  amendment  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  to  any  State  whose  constitntion  prescribes 
the  mode  of  voting. 

Mr.  BINQHAM.  As  I  understand  it,  and 
I  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
McHenrt]  so  understands  it,  the  act  amend* 
atory  of  the  act  of  May  81,  1870,  requires  a 
printed  or  written  ballot  for  the  election  of 
members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  McHENRY.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment which  the  gentleman  now  offers  is  pro 
tanto  to  repeal  the  act  amendatory  of  the  act 
of  May,  1870,  as  to  the  States  whose  constitu- 
tions provide  for  elections  viva  voce.  That  is 
the  question  that  is  raised  here.  It  is  for  the 
House  to  determine  whether,  having  exercised 
the  authority  expressly  granted  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States*  to 
prescribe  the  time,  place,  and  maner  of  elect- 
ing Representatives  in  Congress,  we  will  now 
go  back  upon  oOr  own  statute  and  repeal  it  as 
to  States  whose  constitutions  happen  to  provide 
for  elections  viva  voce.  It  was  to  cure  that  very 
defect  in  the  constitutions  of  the  States  that 
that  feature  of  the  act  of  1871,  amendatory  of 
the  act  of  1870,  was  incorporated  into  your 
law.  It  was  competent  for  Congress  to  do  it, 
and  it  is  the  doty  of  the  electors  in  the  several 
States  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
that  law.  There  is  nothing  in  the  constitution 
of  Kentucky,  nothing  in  the  constitution  of 
any  State  in  the  Union,  that  can  for  a  moment 
be  pleaded  in  bar  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  Representatives 
in  Congress  shall  be  elected.  Whether  it  shall 
be  by  ballot  or  viva  voce  depends  upon  the  decis- 
ion of  the  law-making  power  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  asserted  that  power,  and,  I 
think,  asserted  it  wisely.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that  so  far  as  that  provision  of  the  law  is  con- 
cerned this  amendment  will  repeal  it  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  several  States  which  have  such  a 
provision  in  their  constitutions. 

Mr.  McHENRY.  I  do  not  question  the 
power  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  oolicy  of  the  law  is 
wise  and  just.  The  manifest  purpose  of  it  is 
to  prevent  frauds  at  elections,  and  to  permit 
the  nation  to  correct  any  frauds  that  may  be 
attempted  or  committed  at  elections. 

Mr.  McHENRY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
a  question  ? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.    Certainly  I  will. 

Mr.  McHENRY.  Has  not  this  House  voted 
to-day  not  to  interfere  with  the  time  of  hold- 
ingelections  where  it  has  been  prescribed  as 
in  Pennsylvania  and  some  other  States  by  the 
State  constitution? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  know  we  have ;  bnt  we 
have  voted  all  that  down. 

Mr.  McHENRY.  Why  should  not  this 
Honse  extend  to  Kentucky  the  same  courtesy 
that  has  been  extended  to  those  other  States? 
We  cannot  amend  our  State  constitution  for  a 
number  of  years ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  con- 
venience and  justice  that  the  proposition  I 
have  offered  should  be  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  upon  the  amend- 
ment is  closed. 

On  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  there  were — 
ayes  70,  noes  93. 

Mr.  McHENRY  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  McHekry 
aqd  Mr.  Bingham  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  79,  noes  93. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McHenbt  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  move  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Mercur]  by  adding  to  the  new  section 
which  has  been  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butlkr] 
the  following: 

_,^otmi«d.  That  the  Representatives  to  the  Forty- 
Third  Congress  shall  be  elected  on  the  day  fixed  by 
'?I.^^velection  of  presidential  eleetors  in  the 


Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  be  the  sense  of 
the  committee  that  so  far  as  it  can  reason- 
ably be  so  arranged  there  shall  be  a  uniform 
day  provided  for  the  election  of  members  of 
Congress ;  and  the  objection  to  making  imme- 
diately such  a  change  is  because  of  the  fact 
that  many  States  do  not  provide  for  any  elec- 
tion upon  the  day  proposed,  except  every  four 
years,  when  the  presidential  election  occurs. 
Now  there  is  an  election  provided  for  in  thevear 
1872  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  rres- 
ident ;  and  no  inconvenience,  it  seems  to  me, 
will  arise  from  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
which  provides  simply  for  this  rule  of  uniform- 
ity as  applicable  to  that  year. 

On  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  there  were — 
ayes  45,  noes  66. 

Mr.  AMBLER  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ahblbb  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  offer  the  following  pro- 
viso, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill: 

But  no  State  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  to  the 
Union  without  having  the  necessary  population  to 
entitle  it  to  at  least  one  Representative  according  to 
the  ratio  of  representation  provided  for  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  would  like  to  have  my 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Pottbb]  tell  us 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  his  proposition  if 
we  should  attach  it  to  this  bill  and  enact  it  into 
a  law.  Does  he  think  it  would  prevent  this 
Congress  or  the  next  Consress,  or  any  other^ 
from  admitting,  if  it  thougnt  proper  to  do  so, 
a  new  State  with  a  smaller  population  than 
that  indicated  in  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Matnard]  touches  a  matter  of  which  I  am 
not  unmindful.  I  am  quite  aware,  that  Con- 
gress has  power  to  repeal,  either  to-morrow  or 
at  any  subsequent  time ,  any  legislation  that  it 
may  theretofore  have  seen  fit  to  adopt.  I 
would,  of  course,  have  preferred  to  provide 
in  my  amendment  that  no  State  should  be 
hereafter  entitled  to  repreeentation  unless  it 
possessed  the  population  necessary  for  a  Rep- 
resentative according  to  the  ratio  fixed  by 
this  bill.  Bnt  under  the  Constitution  this  is 
not.  practicable,  for  the  Constitution  declares 
that  each  State  in  the  Union  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  at  least  one  Representative,  whatever 
its  population,  and  our  only  way  of  prevent- 
ing Riepresentatives  coming  here  from  a  less 
population  hereafter  is  to  f^mit  no  State  with- 
out at  least  that  population.  Congress  has 
the  power  now,  to  declare  its  sentiment  in  this 
respect,  and  to  now  enact  (and  the  enactment 
will  remain  in  force  until  repealed)  that  here- 
after no  new  State, shall  be  admitted  unless  it 
has  population  enough  to  entitle  it  to  at  least  one 
Representative  according  to  the  ratio  fixed  in 
this  bill.  That  enactment  can  indeed  be  re- 
pealed,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  sug- 
gests ;  but  until  it  is  repealed  it  will  remain,  as 
It  seems  to  me  it  ought  always  to  remain,  in 
force ;  and  it  will  have  the  effect  at  least,  of 
preventing  Territories  from  coming  here  seek- 
ing admission  as  States^  when  their  population 
is  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thou- 
sand, or  thereabout,  which  this  bill  fixes  as 
the  namber  entitling  a  State  to  a  Represent- 
ative. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  talk  about  this  as  a  rep- 
resentative government,  yet  even  this  very  bill 
under  consideration  does  not,  according  to  my 
reckoning,  apportion  the  Representatives  to 
compose  this  House  among  the  States  fairly 
according  to  population  \  while  in  the  oUier 
House  ofthe  Legislature  somewhere  about  sixty 
Senators  out  of  seventy- four,  represent  a  mi- 
nority of  the  people,  and  that  inequality  and 
injustice  continues  and  is  aggravated  exactly 
so  fast  as  new  States  with  small  populations  are 
admitted  and  as  the  powers  of  government  are 
centralized. 

Now,  in  the  last  few  years  there  has  been 
no  equality  of  government  for  the  people 
in    the   different   States.    For  all  practical 


purposes  of  sovereign  legislation  the  Ststsi 
have  been  reduced  to  provinces,  and  we  are 
now,  forty  million  people,  governed  sabatan- 
tially  in  all  things  here  at  Washington  by  s 
central  Oovernment,  which  we  call  a  popular 
Qovernment,  when  it  is  the  absolute  troth 
that  in  one  body  of  our  national  Legisla- 
ture three  fourths  of  the  members  represent 
bnt  a  minority  of  the  people.  This  condition 
of  things  cannot  continue.  One  of  two  alter- 
natives must  follow:  either  we  must  get  back 
to  the  equality  of  States  as  to  their  sovereignty, 
as  I  prefer,  or  we  must  have  popular  repre- 
sentation in  the  other  branch  of  the  Leguls- 
ture.  As  one  step  in  that  direction— no, 
rather  as  expressing  an  opinion  which  indi- 
cates bnt  the  most  manifest  justice  to  the  great 
States  of  the  Union — I  desire  Congress  now  to 
declare  that  no  other  new  State  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union  until  it  shall  possess  st 
least  population  enough  under  the  ratio  fixed 
by  this  bill  to  entitle  it  to  one  Representaiife. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MAYNAEU).    If  the  proposed  ainend- 
ment  ofthe  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
have  the  effect  to  incorporate  as  a  feature  of 
our  Government  the    principle  indicted,  I 
would  be  glad  of  it.    It  is  not  presented  here, 
however,  for  the  first  time.     Wnen  I  first  came 
ito  this  House  some  years  ago,  I  believe  it  was 
in  the  Thirty- Fifth  Congress,  I  remember  s 
proposition  was  before  the  House  to  admit  a 
western  State  with  a  population  which  tamed 
out  to  be  less  than  fifcy  thousand.    It  was  then 
insisted  in  opposition  to  that  attempt,  as  the 
gentleman  insists  now,  that  the  practice  ofthe 
uovernment  before  that  time  had  been  to  re- 
quire a  Territory  to  have  a  population  equal 
to  the  then  ratio  of  representation  before  being 
admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union.    I  refer, 
of  course,  to  the  State  of  Oregon,  which  was 
then  admitted.    This  was  a  departure  from 
that  system.    The  evils  which  the  gentleman 
has  portrayed  with  so  much  force  were  pre- 
sented to  us.    I  will  add,  that  his  political 
friends  had  a  large  minority  in  both  Qooses. 
They  also  had  a  majority  in  the  proposed 
new  State  of  Oregon.    They  had  two  Senators 
elected,  and  ready  to  take  their  seats  as  soon 
as  t^e  new  State  should  be  admitted.    They 
aliso  nad  a  member  elected,  ready  to  take  his 
seat  upon  this  floor.    Though  the  principle  the 
gentleman  insists  on  and  presses  with  so  much 
force  was  then  follj  brought  to  the  attention 
of  Congress,  yet  it  was  voted  down  by  the 
gentleman's  own  political  friends,  and  the  pol- 
icy was  then  inaugurated  of  admitting  Terri- 
tories as  States  with  a  population  less  than  the 
ratio,  or  apportionment,  for  the  time  being. 
If  we  could  get  back  to  the  early  practice  of 
the  Government,  I  should  be  in  tavor  of  it, 
because  the  view  which  the  gentleman  has 
pressed  with  so  much  force  is  the  proper  and 
just  one,  and  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  admis- 
sion of  all  of  our  new  States.     Bnt  it  was 
departed  from  by  the  gentleman's  own  polit- 
ical friends  in  the  instance  which  I  have  indi- 
cated.   I  certainly  would  sustain  him  in  the 
passage  of  this  amendment  if  it  promised  to 
have  any  effect.     Even  though  it  should  stand 
upon  the  statute-book,  it  will  not  be  effective; 
no  State  can    come  into  the    Union  except 
bjr  positive  action  of  Congress.    When  Con- 
gress sees  fit  to  pass  a  law  admitting  a  Ter- 
ritory as  a  State  it  will  come  in,  anything  we 
put  on  the  statute-book  in  this  shape  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Hence  this  amend- 
ment would  be  useless,  and  only  encumber  the 
bill. 

Mr.  POTTER  rose. 

The  CHAIRMAN.   Debate  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  POTTER.    I  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  is  not  in  order. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  there  were— 
ayes  86,  noes  48. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    Unless  we  come  to 
a  vote,  I  shall  move  that  the  committee  rise 
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poses  in  the  cit^  of  St.  Louis.  I  was  in  that 
great  city  this  fall  for  a  week  enj^a^ed  in  the 
trial  of  an  important  casein  the  United  States 
circnit  court,  and  there  is  not  a  coartroom  in 
the  most  interior  county  represented  on  this 
floor  which  is  not  superior  to  the  room  in 
which  that  distinguished  court  was  held. 

Let  us  act  with  decent  liberality  upon  these 
subjects.  Let  us  have  our  Government  build- 
ings accommodate  the  wants  of  the  business 
of  the  country.  I  have  not  only  no  hesita- 
tion in  casting  this  vote,  but  I  give  it  with 
pleasure.  It  may  be  a  liberal  appropriation 
for  the  purpose.  If  it  is,  the  occasion  calls 
for  it  In  my  opinion,  the  people  of  the  entire 
country,  certainly  the  people  oi  the  Northwest, 
who  were  the  more  immediate  witnesses  of 
Chicago's  great  calamity,  will  stand  by  their 
Representatives  in  the  votes  they  cast  for  this 
measure. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  now 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Bakks.J 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  conflagration  of  Chicago, 
Mr.  Speaker,  presents  a  new  order  of  calami- 
ties, it  is  something  that  the  world  has  not 
seen  before ;  for  though  there  have  been  great 
conflagrations,  there  has  not  been  in  our  time 
a  city  in  a  moment  swept  out  of  existence  as 
Chicago  was.  The  same  thing  may  happen 
to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  St.  Louis,  or  to 
any  other  city  in  this  country  or  in  Europe. 

Now,  in  presence  of  such  a  calamity  as  this, 
unparalleled  in  the  past  and  without  precedent 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  although  I  know  that 
large  conflagrations  have  taken  place  before, 
it  is  the  duty,  the  absolute  and  positive  duty 
of  the  Government,  to  be  the  first  to  step 
in  to  assist  in  repairing  that  disaster,  not  in 
the  way  of  charity,  not  in  the  way  of  sym- 
pathy, but  in  the  way  of  reestablishing  its  own 
power.  The  Government  itself  was  one  of 
the  sufferers ;  and,  as  it  has  the  means,  it 
oueht  to  be  the  first  to  aid  in  repairing  its  loss, 
and  thus  give  the  people  of  Chicago  effectual 
assistance  in  recovering  from  their  own  losses 
and  reestablishing  their  prosperity. 

The  building  which  it  is  proposed  to  restore 
is  the  people's  building.  It  is  the  building  of 
the  people,  for  their  use,  and  they  wish  to  have 
the  very  best  buildings  for  their  use  that  can 
be  constructed  in  Chicago  and  everywhere  else. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  or  for  gentlemen  on  this 
side,  to  defeat  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
construction  of  the  buildings  erected  by  the 
people  for  the  use  of  the  people.  They  want 
the  very  best  buildings  that  can  be  constructed, 
and  the^  will  have  them  better  and  better  in 
proportion  as  we  improve  in  taste  and  capacity 
to  construct  useful  and  elegant  buildings.  This 
is  something  in  which  they  have  just  pride. 
Every  American  who  visits  a  foreign  country 
is  glad  to  see  that  the  public  buildings  of  his 
own  country  surpass  in  elegance  and  utility, 
and  in  all  other  respects,  those  he  sees  in 
foreign  countries. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  say  it  is  not  only  a 
duty  for  the  Government  to  make  an  imme- 
diate liberal  expenditure  in  Chicago,  but  it 
would  be  a  crime  not  to  do  it.  It  has  the 
means  for  it,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  do  it  In  this  matter  it  should  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  people  in  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  who  put  just  as  much  money 
in  the  construction  of  their  public  buildings — 
the  buildings  of  the  people,  which  are  for  the 
use  of  the  people — as  good  taste  and  utility 
require.  Tney  are,  in  truth,  the  monuments 
of  our  time.  We  should  guard  against  cor- 
ruption and  fraud,  of  course,  in  this  as  in  other 
things. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  appropriation  asked 
for  by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  at 
all  extravagant,  considering  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  designed.  And,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  to  begin  the  reconstruction  of  the  city  of 
Chicago,  one  of  the  cities  in  which  the  people 


of  this  country  have  the  most  pride,  it  ought 
to  be  instantly  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  only  to 
refer  to  a  point  which  has  been  made  by  some 
gentlemen  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Randall] 
shall  secure  the  assent  of  the  House  to  his  pro- 
posed amendment,  he  will  produce  two  results. 
First,  he  will  compel  the  Government  to  go  a 
roaming  through  Chicago  and  its  suburbs  to 
buy  a  square  of  ground  on  which  to  erect  this 
building ;  of  course,  if  they  go  eut  on  the  open 
prairie,  they  can  find  a  lot  as  cheap  as  it  will 
be  worthless. 

In  a  maritime  city  like  Chicago  the  area 
within  which  so  important  a  structure  as  this 
ought  to  be  located  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Government  and  the  public  is  not  a  large  one. 
In  this  case,  I  believCtit  is  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  the  Government  building  lately  destroyed 
was  in  the  best  location  that  could  be  chosen. 
There  are  other  reasons  why  that  very  square 
should  be  chosen  for  the  proposed  building. 
The  United  States  already  own  a  part  of  it; 
and  it  is  due  to  the  people  whose  property  was 
burned  near  it  that  this  building  should  be 
built  where  it  was  before,  and  thus  restore  the 
local  value  which  its  presence  gave  to  their 
property.  But  if  that  square  alone  is  named 
in  tne  bill,  a  few  owners  might  demand  an 
unreasonable  price,  and  thus  embarrass  the 
Government.  It  has  therefore  been  thought 
best  to  add  a  range  of  choice  of  two  squares 
on  a  side  from  the  old  site,  which  will  give  a 
competition  of  sixteen  sqnares  of  the  burnt 
district  for  the  site  of  this  building. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    Twenty-four. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Sixteen  cer- 
tainly; and  if  opposite  corners  are  counted, 
twenty-four.  That  competition  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  United  States  to  get  the 
property  at  a  reasonable  rate.  If  the  gentle- 
man's view  prevails,  we  go  hunting  all  over 
Chicago  to  find  the  cheapest  and,  of  course, 
the  poorest  place.  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 
He  also  proposes  to  cut  down  the  $4,000,000 
proposed  by  the  committee  to  $2,000,000.  If 
that  amendment  prevails,  this  will  be  the  result: 
when  the  Government  shall  have  purchased  a 
site  that  is  fit  for  the  building,  the  balance  of 
of  the  appropriation  will  not  erect  a  building 
worthy  of  the  Government  or  worthy  of  Chicago. 

With  all  respect  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  he  will  allow  me  to  say  that  his 
view  appears  to  me  far  too  provincial  and 
narrow  for  the  great  occasion  which  requires 
action  at  our  hands.  It  reminds  me  of  a  stat- 
ute passed  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  in  the  province  of  lijlassachnsetts  Bay, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  ^^hiewaie^'  from 
the  town  of  Salem  westward  twelve  miles  to  a 
little  conical  hill  with  three  oaks  on  the  top  of 
it.  The  statute  closed  with  this  remarkable 
provision:  *^ which  is  probably  as  far  to  the 
west  as  a  road  will  ever  be  needed.'* 
[Laught^.]  Now,  I  take  it,  we  would  hardly 
be  willing  to  legislate  in  that  spirit.  If  we 
were  legislating  for  a  snug  little  city  which 
had  attained  its  growth,  $2,000,000  would  be 
abundant ;  but  I  remind  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  we  are  legislating  for  the 
wants  and  convenience  of  the  United  States 
in  a  city  whose  history  finds  no  parallel  on 
this  planet. 

I  know  a  man  who  is  yet  in  a  green  old  age, 
who  told  me  not  long  ago  that  his  own  son, 
after  graduating  from  college,  went  to  what  is 
now  the  site  of  Chicago,  and  with  hk  own 
hands  helped  to  raise  the  third  framed  house 
that  was  erected  in  that  city.  The  father  of  a 
man  who  helped  to  build  the  third  house  in  Chi- 
cago is  still  alive,  and  that  city  is  growing  with 
a  growth  never  before  known  on  this  earth.  If 
we  erect  there  a  building  only  just  adequate  to 
the  present  wants  of  Chicago,  in  a  few  years 
this  giant  will  have  outgrown  its  garments.  Let 
us,  therefore,  calculate  largely  and  adequately 
for  the  growth  of  the  giantj  and  we  shall  have 


done  a  work  for  all  time.    I  now  ask  that  all 
debate  be  closed  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  COX.     I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  will  yield  to 
the  gentleman  whatever  time  I  have  left. 

Mr.  COX.  It  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  that  this 
calamity  in  Chicago  had  scarcely  ever  heen 
equaled  upon  our  star.  It  was  in  fact  one 
of  the  three  great  conflagrations  of  history. 
In  the  great  burning  of  Rome,  where  only  four 
out  of  the  fourteen  quarters  of  the  city  were 
saved,  where  there  was  great  destitution,  so 
great  that  even  Nero  became  humane  and  the 
Government  gave  aid  and  all  Italy  gave  con- 
tributions, we  find  the  first  precedent  for  oor 
action  here,  even  from  pagan  days.  In  the  great 
conflagration  of  1666  in  London,  where  there 
were  fourteen  thousand  houses  consumed  and 
four  hundred  streets  burned  up,  the  charity 
which  lifted  London  again  more  superb  than 
ever  was  not  simply  the  charity  of  the  people;  il 
was  the  charity  of  the  Government  to  aid  them, 
and  London  grew  again.  So  with  respect  to 
Chicago.  In  the  line  of  our  duty  here  on  a 
question  where  there  is  no  constitutionality 
involved ;  on  a  question  where  economy  should 
not  be  considered,  I  am  proud  to  give  my  vote 
for  this  appropriation.  I  am  more  especially 
glad  to  do  It,  because  there  are  seventy  thou- 
sand people  made  houseless  and  destitute  by 
this  nre,  and  our  appropriatim  will  enable 
those  men  to  have  employment  daring  the 
next  year,  and  in  that  way,  perfectly  legiti- 
mate, we  will  be  doing  g^eat  good,  and  at  the 
same  time  subserving  the  credit  and  dignity 
of  the  Government  I  thank  the  gentleman 
fipom  Ohio  for  his  courtesy. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  ask  that 
debate  be  closed  on  the  amendment. 

There  being  no  objection,  all  debate  was 
then  closed  upon  the  pending  amendment. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  HoLMAN,  to  the  amendment  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  reduce 
the  aggregate  sum  to  $3,000,000  ;  and  being 
taken,  it  was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a  division- 
ayes  89,  noes  142. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, to  reduce  the  total  amount  from 
$5,000,000  to  $4,000,000;  and  being  taken,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

The  next  question  was  upon  the  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, to  insert  after  the  word  "  Illinois" 
the  words  ''shall  cede  its  jurisdiction  over 
said  site,  and.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  question  was  upon  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Randall,  to  strike  out  the  words 
'*  not  more  than  two  squares  distant  from  the 
square." 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  further  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  to  the  last  section  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Provided,  That  the  cost  of  the  additional  land  for 
the  site  of  suoh  building  shall  not  exceed  1500.000. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a 
division — ayes  thirty-nine,  noes  not  counted. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BOUNDARY  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Commiittee  on  Foreign  Aflfairs 
a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  57)  recommend- 
ing the  appointment  ofa  commission  to  survey 
and  mark  on  the  ground  the  boundary  between 
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Great  Britain.  The  majoritj  of  arbitrators 
are  to  decide  all  qu^^stions,  their  decision  to  be 
final.  The  case  of  this  Government  is  to  be 
presented  on  the  17th  of  this  month,  six  iponihs 
from  the  day  when  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
were  exchan)];ed.  The  counter  casef  or  fin- 
swer  of  the  United  States  and  England,  is  to 
be  presented  within  four  months  of  that  time. 
Any  documents  cited  must  be  produced  in  full, 
if  desired.  Arguments  in  counter  cases  are 
to  be  delivered  within  two  n^onths.  Decisions 
are  to  be  made,  if  possible,  within  three  months 
of  the  close  of  the  ar^umen^,  so  that  we  may 
expect  the  final  decisions  of  this  tribunal  within 
a  year  or  fifleeu  months  of  tbe  ratification  of 
the  treaty. 

The  Secretary  of  State  estimate^  the  expenses 
of  the  commission  at  ^bout  t^o  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  All  expenses  of  the 
commission,  including  contingent  expenses, 
are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  awards,  the  deduction 
not  to  exceed  five  per  cent.  The  expenses  of  the 
commission,  therefore,  it  will  be  perceived, 
will  ultimately  be  reimbursed  bv  the  awards  to 
be  returned  by  this  tribunal.  I  believe  every 
tribunal  of  arbitration,  so  far  as  I  know,  has 
always  had  sagacity  enough  to  report  sufficient 
awards  to  pay  its  own  expenses.  And  inas- 
much as  this  tribunal  of  arbitration  is  com- 
posed of  men  of  high  character,  and  the  coun- 
sel who  represent  the  interests  of  the  two  Gov- 
ernments are  men  of  great  experience  in  the 
lejB;al  profession  and  of  great  caplacity  other- 
wise, there  is  scarcely  a  possible  doubt  that 
there  will  be  sufficient  awards  agreed  upon  to 
reimburse  the  expenses  of  the  cSmmissiou',  at 
all  events,  whatever  else  may  bapp'en. 

I  am  not  able  to  state  in  detail  the  general 
subjects  of  expenditure  to  which  the  appropri- 
ation will  be  applied  if  it  shall  be  granted.  I 
may  say,  however,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
gave  the  details  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  at  a  meeting,  a  very  full  oieeting  of  the 
committee,  only  one  member  being  absent, 
and  I  believe  it  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
members  of  the  committee.  ^ 

The  general  purposes  of  this  appropriation 
are  as  follows :  for  the  payinefit  of  nie  arbitra- 
tor, the  agent,  and  the  counsel  appointed  by 
this  Government,  onehalf  of  the  expenses  that 
may  be  incurred  in  the  labors  of  the  arbitra- 
tion ;  for  associate  counsel,  for  procuring  evi- 
dence additional  to  that  alreadV  obtained  by 
the  Government,  for  clerical  labor  knd  for 
messehgers,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  tribunal.  Thisj  it  is  estimated,  will  re* 
auire'about  two  hundred  and  fiffy  thousand 
dollars.  This  is  the  Only  subject  embraced  id 
the  bill,  and,  inasmuch  ^  ^e  cannot,  by  any 
possibility,  give  direction  how  this  money 'shall 
be  expended  in  detail,  the  second  sedtion  of  the 
bill  authorizes  the  expenditure  of  the  aimount 
of  the  appropriation  under  the  general  direc- 
tion of  Qie  Secretary  of  Stat^.'     ' 

I  believe  that  this  is  all  that  is  necessary  to 
be  said  to  justify  the  appropriation  of  the  mdhey 
that  is  asked  for  this  purpose  untirthe  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  merits  of  the  treaty 
shall  be  entered  upon ;  and,  unless  some  ftir^ 
ther  information  is  desired,  I  shall  now  move 
that  the  bill  be  laid  aside  temporarily,  to  be 
afterward  reported  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  modbn  is  in 
order,  there  being  another  bill  which  has  been 
referred  to  the  cominittee. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Banks,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  next  bill  is  to  make  an 
appropriation  in  connection  with  that  part  of 
the  treaty  which  refers  to  the  American  and 
British  claims  commission.  I  move  that  th^ 
committee  take  up  for  consideration  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  489)  making  appropriations  for  expenses 
incurred  under  articles  twelve  to  seventeen, 
inclusive,  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington, May  8,  1871. 


The  bill  w^  read.  It  proposes  in  the  first 
section  to  appi^opriate  the  sum  of  1^62,225  out 
of  an^  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  to  fulfill 
the  Btipulations  of  tlie  twelfth,  thirteenth,  four- 
teenth, fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth 
article^  of  the  treaty  b^ttween  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britafn,  signed  on  the  8th  day  of 
May,  1871,  in  relation  to  tti^  Unite^  States  and 
British  claims  commission.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  that  the  sum  hereby  appropri- 
ated, or  so  much  thereof  as  maybe  necessary, 
shall  be  expended  under  the  (predion  of  the 
Secretary  of  Sta^,  with  the  approval  of  the 
President. 

^r.  BANKS.  The  appropriation  caUe4 
for  by  this  bill  amounts  to  $62,22^.  The 
United  States  ani)  British  claims  commission 
is  acting  under  articles  twelve  to  seventeen, 
inclusive,  of  the  treaty.  This  commission  has 
under  consideration  all  the  claims  presented 
by  American  or  British  subjects  under  these 
several  articles,  and  all  claims  existing  against 
either  Government,  except  those  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  in  articles  one  to 
eleven  of  the  treaty,  inclusive,  which  will  be 
covered  by  the  other  appropriation  which  has 
just  been  passed  upon  by  the  committee. 

The  claims  commission  is  composed  as  fol- 
lows :  The  arbitrator  is  Count  Corti,  the 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Italy;  the  United  States  commis- 
sioner is  Judge  James  S.  Fraser.  i}ie  United 
States  agent  is  Judge  Robert  o.  Hale,  the 
British  commissioner  is  Bight  Hon.  Eussell 
Gurney,  the  British  agent  is  Mr.  Henry  How- 
ard, and  the  secretary  to  the  commission  19 
Mr.  T.  C.  Cox.  The  commission  has  been  in 
session  since  the  24th  of  September  last,  and 
is  still  at  work.  So  far,  all  the  labors  of  the 
commission  have  been  without  any  pay  what- 
About  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  has 


ever. 


been  expended  from  the  contingent  fund  at 
the  State  Department  for  the  payment  of  some 
expenses  of  the  officers  appointed  under  the 
other  articles  relative  to  the  Geneva  tribunal. 

Bu*^  I  believe  no  money  whatever  has  been 
paid  to  the  American  or  British  claims  com- 
mission which  has  been  in  session  since  the 
24th  of  September.  This  commission  is  to 
expire  at  the  end  of  two  years.  Its  report  is 
to  be  final  upon  all  subjects  referred  to  it,  and 
the  appropriation  that  is  asked  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  A^airs  is  for  the  payment 
of  their  current  expenses  for  the  vear  1871-72. 
It  is  of  the  same  t:haracter  as  the  appropria- 
tion that  has  already  been  ordered  by  the  coni- 
mittee.  It  is  to  be  refunded  from  the  awards 
of  the  commission  itself.  All  the  expenses  of 
everv  character  whatever  that  are  incurred  by 
the  United  States  will  be  reimbursed  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  the  awards 
that  may  be  reported  aiid  ligr^ed  on  by  this 
commission,  so  that  this  it  substantially  an 
advance  only.  '  '  " 

If  no  fuHher  information  is  desired,  I  move 
that  the  committee  ris^  and  report  the  bills  to 
the  House.  -       »     . 

Th^  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  accordingly  rose;  and 
the  Speaker  having  resumed  Uie  chair,  Mr. 
Wbeeler  reported  that  the  Committee  of  tne 
Whole  on  tne  state  of  the  Union  had  had 
under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Union 
generally,  and  ptirticularly  the  bill  (H.  E.  No. 
487)  making  JEtppropriations  for  expenses  that 
mav  be  incurred  andeir  articles  one  to  nine, 
incrasive,  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington, May  8,  1871;  and  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  489)  making  appropriations  for  expenses 
incurred  under  articles  twelve  to  seventeen, 
inclusive,  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  conclude^  at  Wash- 
ington, May  8,  1871 ;  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  the  same  to  the  H6u6e,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  they  do  pass. 

The  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
I  eogroBsed  and  read  a  third  time  ;  and  bein^ 


en^ossed,  the^  were  accordingly  read  ths 
third  time,  ana  passed. 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vot^ 
by  which  the  bills  were  severally  passed;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reooniider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNUENT  OT^e. 

Mr.  HpjitfAN.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  to-day,  it  acfjoi^n  to  meet  oq 
Monday  next. 

The  motion  w%s  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  also 
moved  that  tiie  motion  to  reconsider  be  hud 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  DBFIGIBNOIBS. 

Mr.  PALMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, reported  a  bill  (H.  B.  Ne.  625) 
to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  salaries  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  current  fiscal 
year ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  aak  that  the  bill  maj  be 
considered  in  the  Hotfae  aa  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

No  objecUon  waa  made. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  appropriates  the  fol- 
lowing sums  to  supply  a  denciency  caused  by 
the  defalcation  of  r.  A.  McCartney,  late  dis- 
bursing clerk,  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the 
present  fiscal  year:  for  salaries,  $11,483  22; 
for  contingent  expenses,  $12,268  26. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  whether  Mr.  McCartney  did  not  gi?e 
bonds  ? 

Mr.  PALMER.  He  did,  to  the  amoantof 
$10,000. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Have  his  sureties  been  called 
upon  to  make  good  the  deficiency? 

Mr.  PALMER.  Proceedings  have  been  com- 
menced to  recover  the  amooot  of  the  bond,  and 
also  to  recover  from  his  property.  The  man 
hiniself  is  dead,  bat  he  left  some  property,  and 
proceedings  have  been  commenced  for  the 
purpose  of  getting,  if  possible,  the  money  from 
nis  estate. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  beine  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  t^e  third  tune,'  and  passed. 

Mr.  PALMER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
thaC  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMAN,  (at 
two  o'clock  and  fifty-five  minutes  p«  vf^*]  the 
House  adjourned  until  Monday. 


P9TITION3,  BTC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  preseated 
undeif  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  * 

By  Mr.  BUFFINTON :  The  memorial  of 
Jesse  Murdock  and  26  qthers,  citizens  of  Ware- 
ham,  Massachusetts j  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  savings  banks. 

By  Mr.  COBuRN:  The  petition  of  Hon. 
John  Edwards,  of  Arkansas,  asking  leave  to 
amend  his  answer  and  for  time  to  take 
testimony. 

By  Mr.  LYNCH:  The  petition  of  S.  L. 
Goodall,  of  Saco,  Maine,  asking  a  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  savings  banks 

Also,  the  petition  of  Caroline  DammoPt  pf 
Poland^  Maine,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Bragden  and 
Eliza  Bragden,  of  Poland,  Maine,  for  reinuval 
of  limiiations  in  the  aot  granting  pensions  to 
dependent  parents. 

By  Mr.  MoCRARY:  The  petition  ofL.  L. 
O'Connor,  late^first  lieutenant  third  United 
States  cavalry,  prayins  to  be  restored  to  his 
late  rank  or  placed  upon  the  retired  list. 
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tion  be  taken  mp  wben  bis  resolution   shall 
htLve  been  acted  on. 

The  ViCB  PRESIDENT.  The  resolation 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York  is  withdrawn 
for  the  present. 

COMMITTBB  CM   RETRKJfCUSIBNT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  election  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation  and  Retrenchment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  election  of  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion and  Retrenchment.  Is  there  objection? 
Th6  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  ask  that  bv  unanimous 
consent  the  rnles  which  require  the  chairman 
of  a  committee  to  be  elected  by  ballot  be  sus- 
pended, and  I  nominate  as  members  of  the 
committee  the  names  on  the  list  which  I  send' 
to  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
fVom  Rhode  Island  asks  unanimous  consent 
that  the  thirty-fiflh  rule,  which  requires  the 
chairmen  of  committees  to  be  elected  by  ballot, 
be  suspended  in  this  case,  and  that  the  whole 
committee  be  elected  by  resolution.  Is  there 
objection  to  that  proposition?  The  Chair 
hears  none  j  and  the  question  recurs  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the 
Senator  fVom  Rhode  Island,  which  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution,  as  follows : 

Re§olved,  That  the  Committee  of  lovestiffation 
and  Retronohment  consist  of  Mr.  BuckinoRam, 
(ehairtnsB,)  Mr.  PIutt,  Mr.  Howk.  Mr.  Harlan. 
Mr.  Stswart.  Mr.  Pool,  and  Mr.  Batabo. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  should  like  to  have  my 
friend)  theSenatorwho  makes  the  motion,  state 
whether  on  that  committee  there  are  any  of 
the  Senators  who  brought  forward  this  inquiry 
and  who  especially  urged  it  upon  the  Senate? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  knows  that 
as  well  as  I  do.  I  think  they  are  exoeediogly 
judicious  aqd  sensible  men,  moderate  men — 
men  who  command  in  the  highest  degree  the 
confidence  and  the  respect  oftheir  associates 
and  the  confidence  of  the  country.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  have,  any  of  them^  made 
themselves  particularly  conspicuous  in  the 
charges  which  have  been  made,  or  whether 
they  have  qualified  themselves,  any  of  them, 
to  do  justice  in  the  matter  by  pronouncing  an 
opinion  in  jadvance. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Certainlv  I  have  nothing 
to  say  except  in  kindness  and  good  will  toward 
eirety  Senau^r  named  on  this  committee;  but 
as  I  listened  to  the  list  I  was  astonished  by 
the  absence  of  certain  Dimes.  On  this  list 
I  do  not  find  *the  name  of  a  single  Senator 
who  had  urged  this  investigation,  as  I  believe, 
unless  it  be  the  Democratic  Senator  over  the 
way — he  will  pardon  me  for  that  designation — 
theSenator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Bjltard,]  who 
did  vote  for  investigation  in  the  strongest  form. 
The  Senators  on  the  list  all  voted  against  in- 
vestigation in  the  strongest  form.  Thus,  Sen- 
ators in  favor  of  investigation  in  the  strongest 
form,  every  one,  except  the  Democratic  Sen- 
ator, are  excepted.  It  is  for  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider whether  a  committee  organized  in  this 
way.  after  the  debate  that  has  occurred,  can 
justly  satisfy  the  countrv. 

Perhaps  also  it  would  be  worth  while  to 
consider  whether  it  is  in  conformity  with  par- 
liamentary law — I  will  not  say  simply  usage, 
but  parliamentary  law,  for  the  law  is  found  in 
usage.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  work  to  whidi 
we  refer  as  authority,  Jefferson's  Manual,  and 
with  your  permission  I  will  read  a  brief  pas- 
sage, which  is,  I  know,  very  familiar  to  the 
Chair: 

"Those  who  take  exceptions  to  some  partieaUrs 
in  the  bill  are  to  be  of  the  oommittee.  but  none  who 
speakdirectlyatfaiDSt tbebody of  thebill ;  for hethat 
wonld  totally  destroy  will  not  amend  it.  (Hakew., 
146;  Town.,  col.  208;  D'Ewee.  634.  col.  2;  Soob..  47;) 
or,  as  is  said,  (5  Grey,  145,)  the  ohiid  is  not  to  be  put 
to  a  Duma  that  eareS  not  for  it,  (6  Grey,  873.)" 

You  smile,  Mr.  President,  and  justly.     I 

repeat  the  terms: 

*'The  child  is  not  to  he  put  to  a  nursk  that  oares 
not  for  it." 
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You  naturally  smile  when  you  see  the  pro 

oess  going  on  in  this  Chahabeh     Jeff)»#8on 

then  proceeds: 

"  It  is  tberefbre  a  constant  rale  '  that  no  man  H  to 
be  employed  in  any  matter  who  has  deoiared  him- 
self against  it.'  And  when  any  member  who  is 
acainSt  the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  its  dofiimit- 
tee,  he  ottsrht  to  ask  to  be  excused." 

Now,  as  I  understand,  this  inquiry  Wta  first 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
TRtniBULL,]  and  urged  by  him  in  an  elaborate 
and  able  speech,  which  has  already  awakened 
echoes  throughout  the  cottntry.  I  miss  his 
name  from  tne  committee.  In  that  debate 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  #as  most  ably  and 
eloquently  sustained  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  ScBURZ.]  I  miss  his  n^me.  There 
were  other  Senators  who  spoke  on  the  same 
side;  certainly  there  were  others  who  voted  on 
that  side.  I  miss  all  their  names;  I  think  the 
country  will  miss  them.  Then  there  was  for 
five  years  previously  a  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, joint  in  character,  still  with  represent- 
atives from  the  Senate.  I  knoT^  not  if  any 
member  of  that  committee  is  on  the  Hst. 

My  (Hend  before  me  FMr.  SciluRz}  sars, 
'*No,  not  one  member;'^  not  the  honorabfe 
chairman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Pat* 
TERSON,]  who  had  gamed  much  experience  in 
examining  itnd  exposing  thfese  abuses;  not 
one  of  bis  associates  finds  a  t>lace  on  this  com- 
mittee. Why,  sir,  to  toe  it  is  simply  inexpli- 
cable on  any  ground  of  justice  or  parliament- 
ary law.  I  am  fft  a  loss  to  understand  how  my 
excellent  friend  from  Rhode  Island^  in  whom 
reigns,  I  have  always  believed  j  the  spirit  of 
justice,  should  bring  forward  a  proposition  for 
sach  a  Committee  at  this  time. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  have  no  desire  to  open 
any  opposition.  I  am  only  one,  and  I  speak 
fbr  myself  alone.  I  ^mply  make  this  state- 
ment that  it  may  be  of  record,  and  that  here- 
after, shoiuld  this  eommitt^  fhil  in  its  in- 
quiries, the  country  may  know  that  the  Senate 
was  at  least  warned  with  regard  to  it.  When  I 
say  this,  I  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  I 
have  not  one  word  except  of  friendship  for 
these  much-respected  Senators ;  nbt  one  word 
of  criticism  on  their  position.  I  simply  call 
attention  to  the  fact  shown  by  your  debates, 
that  they  took  no  part,  either  by  speech  or 
vdte,  in  nr|ftng  this  important  investigatioQ 
while  others  were  urgent. 

Perhaps  I  have  said  enough.  I  have  said 
more  than  I  intended.  My  purpose  is  accom- 
plished if  I  call  the  attention  of  toy  friend 
from  Rhode  Island  to  the  parliamentary  char- 
acter of  the  committee  that  he  proposes. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Mr.  President,  I  believe 
that  the  appointment  of  this  committee  is 
strictly  parliamentaiy.  The  committee  was 
voted  for  unanimously.  The  Senator  fVom 
Illinois  moved  a  joint  committee,  knd  if  that 
committee  had  been  appointed  he  would  hare 
been  entided  to  be  as«gned  to  the  verv  agree- 
able duty  of  being  chairman  of  it.  Bnt  this 
resolution  was  moved  by  me,  and  I  suppose 
that  if  the  Chair  had  appointed  the  committee 
I  should  have  had  to  ask  to  be  excused  from 
serving  as  chairman  of  it,  as  parliamentary 
usage  and  pariiamentary  law  would  have 
required  that  I  should  do. 

I  do  not  know  what  my  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts means  when  he  speaks  of  the  Sen- 
ators here  who  were  opposed  to  this  inquiry. 
I  do  not  know  of  a  Senator  in  this  body  who 
is  opposed  to  the  most  searching  and  thorough 
inqmry  into  any  charges  of  corruption,  by 
whomsoever  brought  in  this  Chamber.  Every 
Senator  who  has  spoken  during  the  debate — 
there  was  no  debMe  on  this  resolution,  but 
during  the  debate  ort  a  cognate  resolution — 
every  one  expressed  himself  earnest  fbr  a 
thorough  and  complete  investigation.  Sir,  I 
ask  you  to  read  the  names  of  the  men  on  this 
committee,  and  say  if  there  is  a  man  there 
whom  you  beHeve  would  cover  up  corruption, 
if  there  is  a  man  there  who  woula  endeavor  to 
shirid  his  best  friend  as  a  public  man  from  any 
just  charges  of  oormption  made  against  him? 
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I  consider  the  committee  an  eminently  judi- 
cious one,  and  in  my  experience  in  the  Senate 
this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  heard  a 
committee  objected  to  on  account  of  the  char- 
acter of  its  members,  and  I  am  ver^  glad  that 
the  first  example  has  been  made  m  the  cass 
of  men  against  whom  so  very  little  can  be 
said. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  sobmit 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  Senate  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  is  entirely  evading  the 
question.  There  is  no  Senator  here  who  will 
Stand  up  and  utter  one  word  in  disparagemeot 
of  the  character  of  any  one  of  the  Senators 
who  is  proposed  as  a  member  of  this  commit- 
tee, ana  no  such  issue  can  be  forced  upon  the 
Senate.  We  are  not  here  to  try  the  character 
of  those  individuals,  but  we  are  here  to  inquire 
if  this  proposed  committee  will  be,  if  appointed, 
in  accordance  with  parliamentary  usage  and 
good,  sound  sense. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     Will  do  their  duty. 

Mr.  THtJRMAN.  Well,  sir,  wiU  do  their 
dut^.  It  is  not  a  qneetion  at  all  ai  to  the 
purity  of  men's  motives.  When  the  rule  pro- 
vides that  upon  the  raising  of  a  committee  or 
the  commitment  of  a  bill  or  resolution  to  a 
committee  the  investigation,  if  one  is  to  be 
made,  is  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  a 
majori^  of  whom  are  earnestly  in  favor  of 
investigation,  or  of  the  bill  or  resolution  to  a 
committee  that  Is  favorable  to  the  measure,  is 
that  any  imputation  upon  the  purity  of  moU?e 
of  those  who  are  excluded  from  the  commit- 
tee 7  Does  that  draw  a  line  of  distinction  in 
the  Senate,  and  say,  "  These  men  are  pure  and 
upright  men,  and  the  rest  of  the  Senate  are 
not  worthy  of  having  a  place  on  this  commit- 
tee or  having  the  cnarge  of  this  measure?" 
No,  sir.  The  rule  could  not  stand  for  one 
moment  in  the  Manual  if  it  were  thus  an  in- 
sult to  every  member  of  the  Senate  who  was 
not  appointed  upon  the  committee.  What  is 
^e  foundation  of  the  rale?  It  is  this:  that 
although  every  member  of  the  Senate  may  be 
perfectly  pure  in  his  motive,  entirely  willing, 
nay,  desirous  that  frauds,  if  they  exist,  maybe 
ferreted  out,  yet  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  Senate  as  to  the  existence  of  the  frauds 
and  the  necessity  for  the  investigation.  There 
is  a  difference  in  the  belief  of  Senators  upon 
that  subject. 

Mr.  COKKLING.    Tell  us  what  it  is. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  tell  yon  in  a  mo- 
ment what  it  is.  The  Senator  from  Nevada, 
[Mr.  Nyb,]  who  spoke  on  this  subject  the 
other  da^,  said  there  was  no  necessity  for 
an  investigation.  I  take  him  as  an  illustra- 
tion. He  said  there  was  no  necessity  for 
investigation  at  all ;  that  this  Administration 
and  its  subordinates  are  so  pure  that  they  need 
no  investigation ;  everything  is  so  entirely  con- 
sistent with  justice  and  honesty  a§d  good 
administration  of  public  affairs  that  yon  ought 
not  to  appoint  any  committee  of  investigation. 
That  was  what  the  Senator  declared.  I  do 
not  quote  his  words,  but  I  do  the  substance  ot 
Uiem.  Now,  sir,  would  that  Senator  be  the 
man  to  go  into  this  investigation,  according 
him  the  utmost  purity  of  motive  7  No,  sir ;  and 
why  not?  Because,  howeverpuremen's  motives 
may  be,  their  actions  are,  to  a  great  extent, 
governed  by  their  belief.  They  may  be  ever 
so  pure-minded,  ever  so  honest,  and  yet  thejr 
actions  will  be  more  or  less  governed  by  their 
opinion,  by  their  belief;  and  it  is  upon  this 
ground 

Mr.  PRBLlNGHtJYSBN.  I  wish  to  ask  my 
fHend  this  ouestion ;  whether  the  parliamentary 
rule  is  notniat  persons  who  vote  for  the  measure 
should  be  ott  the  committee?  I  understand 
that  every  one  of  the  persons  on  this  commit 
tee  did  vote  fbr  this  measure.  But  the  insist 
ment  seems  to  be  that  we  ought  to  place  on  the 
committee  those  who  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  do  not  say  any  such 
thine.  The  Senator  says  everybody  voted  for 
it.  Then  nobody  voted  against  it.  The  argu^ 
ment  is  not  so  at  all.    f  do  not  undsrstand 
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bat  this  one.  But  in  reference  to  this  com- 
mittee the  minority  are  completely  ignored. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  choose  their  man  to 
sit  on  this  committee,  but  the  whole  thing  is 
done  up,  according  to  common  report,  in  a 
caucus  of  the  dominant  party.  That  is  another 
strange  thing. 

Then  there  is  still  another  singular  fact  about 
this  committee,  and  that  is  that  there  is  but  one 
Democrat  allowed  upon  a  committee  of  seven, 
and  that  a  committee  of  investigation  whose 
inquiries  are  to  be  as  broad  as  the  Republic, 
if  they  are  to  amount  to  anything  at  all.  That 
was  not  so  in  your  joint  Committee  on  Re- 
trenchment. There  were  two  Democrats  of 
the  House  on  that  committee,  and  one  of  the 
Senate,  giving  us  three.  Then  there  was  a 
Democrat  on  every  sub-committeeof  that  joint 
Committee  on  Retrenchment.  Here,  with  a 
committee  of  seven,  there  cannot  be  a  Demo- 
crat on  every  sub-committee ;  on  the  contrary, 
when  sub-committees  to  take  testimony  are 
appointed,  as  they  always  are  by  investigating 
committees,  you  send  out  two  or  three  of  the 
dominant  party  on  a  sub-committee,  and  if  you 
send  out  another,  my  friend  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Batard,]  who  cannot  be  omnipresent, 
roust  make  his  election  whether  he  wiligo  with 
the  one  squad  or  whether  he  will  go  with  the 
oiher.  That  is  not  right,  sir.  Tou  did  better 
than  that  on  your  Ku  Klux  committee.  You 
first  appointed  but  one  Democrat  on  that,  but 
upon  its  being  brought  to  your  attention  how 
unfair  that  was  you  appointed  another;  and 
I  undertake  to  say  that  one  man  could  not  have 
discharged  his  duty  if  there  had  been  but  one 
Democrat  left  on  that  committee. 

Here  is  an  investigation  broader  than  that. 
That  investigation  was  limited  to  eleven  States 
of  the  Union.     Here  is  an  investigation  that 

foes  to  the  whole  thirty-seven  States  of  the 
luion.  You  appoint  a  committee  of  investiga- 
tion into  the  conduct  of  Government  officials; 
into  the  conduct  of  this  Administration,  and 
you  allow  the  Opposition  to  the  Administration 
but  one  member  upon  that  committee,  and  that 
a  gentleman  charged  already  with  the  import- 
nnt  and  onerous  duties  of  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  a  member  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Investigation  of  Southern 
Outrages.  You  selected  him  out.  You  could 
not  have  selected  a  better  man  in  all  this  body 
out  of  the  whole  seventy- four  Senators.  You 
could  not  have  selected  one  who  was  more  ac* 
ceptable  to  the  minority  :  but  what  I  protest 
against  is  that  you  shoula  have  selected  him 
at  all.  You  should  have  allowed  us  to  select 
not  only  him,  but  to  have  selected  two  out  of 
the  seven. 

I  do  say,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  without 
uttering  one  word  in  disparagement  of  the 
personnel  of  this  committee,  that  it  is  proposed 
to  be  appointed  in  violation  of  parliamentary 
usage,  and  in  violation  of  what  is  due  to  the 
minority  on  this  floor,  who,  though  they  may 
be  very  small  here,  you  know  very  well,  Mr. 
President,  represent  within  a  small  fraction 
one  entire  half  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  borne 
in  mind  I  think  by  the  most  of  those  present, 
if  not  all,  that  I  nave  not  said  a  wora  to  the 
Senate  touching  this  matter  of  investigation 
from  the  commencement  of  the  debate  to  the 
present  time.  I  shall  not  say  a  word  now  for 
the  purpose  of  qualifying  myself  for  a  place 
on  this  standing  committee  of  the  Senate,  as  I 
understand  it  to  be.  But  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  has  seen  fit,  pending  this  ques- 
tion of  electing  a  standing  committee,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  country 
io  the  votes  which  the  individuals  proposed 
for  this  committee  have  given  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  and  he  has  taken  occasion  to 
remark  that  not  one  of  them  has  been  in  favor 
of  investigation  in  the  strongest  form,  as  I 
recall  his  langnaffe.  He  added  to  that,  that 
while  ke  was  not  disposed  to  make  any  oppo- 


sition to  the  election  of  this  committee,  he 
thought  it  bis  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
country  to  their  character,  to  the  end  that 
if  the  investigation  failed,  the  Senate  might 
remember  that  they  were  duly  admonished. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  tolerated,  I 
trust,  in  saying  that  up  to  this  point  I  have 
paid  but  very  little  attention  to  this  debate. 
I  had  engagements  outside  of  the  Senate  which 
precluded  my  paying  attention  to  it.  I  did 
understand  that  there  was  a  division  of  opin- 
ion in  the  Senate  upon  the  question  whether 
this  business  should  be  committed  to  a  stand- 
in/^  committee  of  the  Senate  or  to  a  special 
joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses.  IFpon 
that  question  my  mind  did  rather  incline  to 
the  suggestion  that  a  standing  committee  of 
the  Senate  was  better  than  a  joint  committee 
of  the  two  Houses.  I  felt  specially  instructed 
to  that  view  of  the  case  because  I  uad  seen  in 
the  very  opening  of  the  session  an  effort  made 
to  bring  a  recusant  witness,  a  witness  said  to 
be  in  contempt,  before  the  body,  the  contempt 
having  been  committed  before  a  joint  commit- 
tee, and  I  not  only  found  that  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  accomplishing  that,  but  it  really 
seemed  to  me  that  there  was  not  ability  in  the 
two  Houses  to  proceed  s^j^inst  the  witness  under 
those  circumstances.  Therefore  I  thought  that 
a  standing  committee  was  the  better  of  the 
two. 

But  if  any  Senator  or  an^  citizen  of  these 
United  States  feels  authorized  to  infer  from 
that  vote  of  mine,  or  from  any  vote  I  have 
given,  or  any  word  I  have  spoken  here  or  else- 
where, that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  investi^tion 
in  as  strong  a  form  as  the  best  of  those  sitting 
here,  I  have  to  say  that  either  be  ia  mistaken 
about  me  or  I  am  mistaken  about  myself;  and 
I  believe,  Mr.  President,  there  are  but  very 
few  mortals  who  know  as  well  what  I  am  in 
favor  of  as  I  do  myself,  and  I  am  very  confi- 
dent that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is 
not  one  of  that  few. 

I  simply  wish  to  say  here  that  if  investiga- 
tion is  tne  order  of  the  day,  although  I  am  very 
reluctant  to  accept  any  du^  of  the  kind,  yet 
if  the  Senate  shall  see  fit  to  instruct  me  to  enter 
upon  that  work  I  beg  as  a  matter  not  merely 
01  favor,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  of  iustice, 
that  no  attack  shall  be  made  upon  my  disposi- 
tions until  that  day  when  a  Senator  can  come 
in  here  and  stand  up  and  say  that  I  have  voted 
to  exclude  some  information,  to  ignore  some 
revelation,  to  shut  out  some  light  that  will  con- 
vict somebody  of  a  fraud  upon  the  rights  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  the  subject 
of  civil  service  reform  is  one  the  people  of 
this  country  feel  to  be  much  more  one  of  sub- 
stance than  of  mere  form.  I  have  been  for 
the  last  week  an  interested  observer  of  the 
debate  on  the  subject ;  and  with  all  respect  for 
the  majority  of  this  body,  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  have  endeavored  so  to  wrap  the  subject 
in  technical  forms  that  a  substantial  body  may 
or  may  not  exist  under  its  swaddling-clothes. 

The  criticism  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu* 
setts  [Mr.  Sumner]  upon  the  composition  of 
this  committee  was,  to  my  mind,  entirely  just. 
The  question  is  not  as  to  the  personal  charac- 
ter of  members  of  the  committee,  because  this 
is  or  should  be  considered  a  Senate  of  equals, 
and  no  imputation  should  be  suffered  to  pass 
upon  individual  character.  If  a  member  be 
unworthy,  the  Senate  owes  it  to  itself  to  purge 
the  body  of  his  presence ;  and  until  he  shall 
be  so  declared  be  is  entitled  to  at  least  the 
formal  copfidence  of  all  n\,embers  of  this  body. 

But,  sir,  in  the  composition  of  committees 
there  is  a  very  rational  rule,  that  yon  do  not 
deliver  the  control  of  a  subject  over  to  those 
who  are  hostile  to  the  object  for  which  the 
committee  has  been  raised.  In  the  composi- 
tion of  this  committee  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
it  is  formed  (with  the  exception  of  a  single 
member,  and  that  myself,  the  humblest)  of 
gentlemen  who  have  upon  the  record  expressed 


themselves  at  least  in  favor  of  a  very  modified 
and  restrained  investigation.  I  find  upon  tho 
record  of  the  vote  of  last  Thursday  negativ- 
ing the  proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Illinois  the  name  of  every  member  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  but  two ;  one  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  who  last 
addressed  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Howk,]  and  one  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  not  now  in  his 
seat,  [Mr.  Pool;]  and  yet  it  is  not  improper 
for  me  to  say  that  the  country  will  fairly  unde^ 
stand  how  those  gentlemen  woald  natorally 
have  voted  or  have  been  expected  to  vote  had 
they  been  present,  when  it  sees  the  party  policy 
which  characterized  the  record  of  this  vote 
and  recalls  the  uniform  partisan  fideUtyof  the 
Senators  referred  to. 

Mr.  President,  the  country  will  demand  that 
this  investigation  shall  be  one  of  sabstanoe; 
and  if  it  be  attempted  to  be  made  one  of  mere 
form,  let  those  who  do  it  answer  the  public 
demand  for  reform,  for  be  assured  they  will 
have  to  answer  it,  and  their  majority  in  this 
Chamber  will  avail  them  little  when  they  come 
before  the  people  to  respond. 

Sir,  I  was  sent  to  this  body  by  my  people  to 
do  public  service.  I  came  here  not  for  my 
private  ends,  my  pleasure,  or  my  convenience; 
and  while  I  am  here,  I  shall  respond  during  my 
term  of  service  to  every  just  demand  upon  my 
time  and  the  poor  abilities  that  I  can  bring  to 
the  aid  of  just  and  wise  legislation.  While  I  am 
perfectly  willing,  therefore,  at  all  times,  with- 
out regard  to  my  personal  tastes  or  convenience, 
to  serve  upon  such  committees  as  the  will  of 
this  body  shall  require  me  to,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  I  shall  insist  that  when  I  go  npon  a  com- 
mittee where  I  can  necessarily  give  bat  a  small 
portion  of  my  time  and  capacity  to  aid  its 
objects,  the  country  shall  know  io  advance  that 
it  is  not  my  fault,  but  that  of  the  majority  who 
have  so  arranged  the  composition  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

Here  are  seven  Senators  called  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  long  and  laborious  session  to  pe^ 
form  duties  toat  necessarily,  to  be  well  per- 
formed, must  ocoapy  a  great  part  of  the  time 
in  which  the  Senate  is  actually  in  session. 
Where  can  the  single  member  of  the  miiiority 
be?  It  is  a  physical  impossibility  for  him  to 
be  in  committee  and  in  tne  Senate  at  the  same 
time.  He  cannot,  as  my  friend  from  Ohio  has 
suggested,  be  sent  at  the  same  time  upon  two 
sub-committees  of  investigation  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  It  is  perfectly  plain, 
therefore,  and  the  majority  are  perfectly  well 
aware,  that  when  they  place  but  a  single  mem- 
ber of  the  minority  upon  this  committee  they 
intend,  or  at  least  it  is  to  be  contemplated  that 
they  did  intend  that  he  should  not  be  present 
at  a  great  portion  of  the  proposed  investiga- 
tions. 

I  submit,  therefore,  that  to  give  this  committee 

even  the  repute  of  substance,  the  common  sense 
of  the  |>eople  of  this  country  will  demand  from 
the  majonty  in  this  Chamber  that  at  least  an- 
other member  of  the  minority  be  placed  apon  it 
to  alternate  its  labors  with  the  single  individoal 
to  whom  you  have  assigned  these  duties.  I  do 
not  speak  without  experience  on  this  sobject 
I  was  assigned  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion into  the  affairs  of  North  Carolina  last 
winter.  The  labors  of  that  committee  were 
subsequently  enlarged  to  embrace  the  affsirs 
of  the  other  southern  States ;  and  wide  as  was 
the  field,  and  general  as  was  the  jurisdiction 
embraced  by  the  language  of  that  appointment, 
it  falls  far  short  of  the  scope  and  the  labor 
embraced  within  the  proper  objects  of  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation  and  reform  such  as 
this  ought  to  be.  Why,  sir,  the  result  was  thaC 
after  that  committee  had  been  in  session  a  little 
while  it  was  found  impossible  to  examine  their 
witnesses  withoot  occupying  a  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  sessions  of  the  Senate.  I  came 
before  the  Senate  and  made  that  statement, 
and  then  necessarily  they  assigned  tome  a  col- 
leagne  on  that  committee,  so  that  he  and  I 
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w«re  enabled  to  Alternate  oor  presence  in  this 
Chamber  and  in  the  committee-room,  and  not 
allow  the  minority  to  be  unrepresented  at  the 
sessions  of  the  committee.  In  that  way,  and 
ID  that  way  only,  were  we  enabled  to  keep  oar- 
selves  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  that 
iovestieation  and  to  make  report  upon  the 
facts  which  were  brought  before  the  committee. 
I  therefore  respectuilly  sabmit  to  the  Senate 
that  there  should  be  at  once  a  change  in  the 
committee  to  that  extent,  either  to  subtract 
some  member  of  the  majority,  or,  if  not  that, 
to  add  a  member  to  the  minority,  and  this  for 
the  practical  reason  which  I  have  given.  As 
I  said  before,  if  it  be  not  done^  I  think  that  the 
plain  sense  of  the  people  of  this  country  will 
understand  distinctly  why  it  was  not  done. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  the  investigations  of 
this  committee  are  not  to  be  limited  to  a  single 
esse.  The  honorable  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  CoNKLiHOj  seemed  to  consider  that  there 
was  hot  one  ease  of  defalcation,  that  of  Pay- 
master Hodge,  to  be  considered,  and  there  he 
would  stop.  At  least  such  I  judged  to  be  his 
view  from  the  tenor  of  his  remarks.  Other 
Senators  have  stated  there  was  no  necessity 
for  investigation  at  all.  Sir,  the  thing  to  be 
investigated  is  not  whether  Mr.  Hodge  took 
some  $460,000  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for 
bis  own  uses,  startling  and  shocking  as  that 
is,  bat  it  is  that  he  could  have  continued  that 
course  of  things  for  five  or  six  years  and  no 
officer  of  oar  Government  in  all  Uiat  time  have 
knowledge  or  means  of  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
or  be  able  or  willing  to  check  his  operations. 
Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  a  moment? 
Mr.  BAYARD.  Certainly. 
Mr.  CONKLING.  Sitting  in  a  remote  cor- 
ner of  the  Chamber,  and  not  hearing  precisely, 
1  onderstand  that  the  honoirable  Senator  said 
of  me  that  having  offered  a  resolution  to  invest- 
igate the  Hodge  case  I  thought  that  was  suffi- 
cient, and  that  there  investigation  should  stop. 
Did  the  Senator  so  declare? 

Mr.  BAYARD.    That  was  about  the  sub- 
stance of  what  I  said. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  beg  my  honorable  friend 
to  hear  me  express  my  surprise  that  he  should 
make  such  a  declaration  as  that  tn  regard  to 
roe.    F  beg  to  put  him  right  on  that  subject,  and 
to  say  to  him  that  it  is  new  to  my  apprehension 
that  when  a  Senator  offers  a  resolution  direct- 
ing inqniry  to  be  made  in  some  flagrant  case, 
that  implies  that  there  he  thinks  investigation 
should  stop ;  in  other  words,  having  nominated 
one  case  which  should   be  investigated,  he 
thereby  implies  that  no  other  case  should  be. 
Now  I  wish,  once  for  aJll,  to  commit  myself  to 
my  friend  and  to  his  friends  in  this  Cliamber, 
by  saying  that  as  often  as  he  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  body  will  propose  any  investigation, 
aimed  at  either  individuals  or  officials,  or  if 
that  is  asking  a  responsibility  to  be  assumed 
which  may  be  r^arded  as  disagreeable,  when- 
ever any  one  will  point  out  any  field,  will  des- 
ignate any  branch  of  the  public  service,  any 
matter  or  thing  which  he  desires  to  be  invest- 
igated, I  will  go  with  him  to  the  very  verge 
aad  vote  for  the  most  radical,  sweeping,  and 
searching  investigation  which  he  knows  how 
to  contrive.     Therefore,  1  beg  my  honorable 
friend  never  to  suppose  of  me  again,  when  I 
offer  a  resolution  directing  that  an  investiga- 
tion be  had  of  an  instance  in  which  one  cul- 
prit has  appeared  and  in   which  there  may 
be  others  behind,  that  I  thereby  intend  in  any 
way  to  indicate  that  other  investigations  ought 
not  to  occur,  and  that  I  will  not  vote  for  them 
cbeerfblly* 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  rejoice  over,  I  will  not 
lay  the  reformation  of  the  honorable  Senator 

from  New  York 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No;  the  Senator  will 
not  say  that,  because  it  would  be  disingenu- 
ous. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  not  call  it  reforma- 
^,  but  1  accept  his  offer,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore present  for  his  vote  the  amendment  of 


the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  in  order 
that  he  may  have  the  opportunity  of  show* 
ing  some  little  works  as  well  as  faith  in  this 
business,  and  if  he  is  willing  and  desirous  to 
pursue  this  investigation  upon  all  proper  sub- 
jects he  can  have  the  opportunity  which,  here 
let  me  say,  he  strangely  treated  a  few  days  ago, 
for  I  find  that  his  vote  is  recorded  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  very  measure  of  inquiry  wnich  a 
Senator  on  this  floor,  second  to  none  upon 
it  in  ability  and  character,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  did  propose,  and  which  was 
voted  down  by  the  aid  of  my  friend  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  begthe  honorable  Sen- 
ator's pardon.  The  record  does  not  show 
what  he  has  now  stated,  unless  the  record 
shows  something  which  transpired  when  I  was 
not  in  the  Chamber.  And  while  the  Senator 
is  interrupted,  as  I  shall  not  impede  him  at 
all,  I  beg  to  say  that  as  I  declared  several 
days  ago  in  my  place  that  I  should  vote  for 
an  amendment  or  for  a  proposition  instruct- 
ing the  committee  as  broadly  as  the  one  the 
Senator  now  proposes,  he  may  rely  upon  it  he 
will  have  my  vote  when  he  offers  it,  and  that 
although  I  may  believe  that  a  broader,  better, 
more  specific  direction  than  that  can  be  given, 
I  will  vote  for  that  as  far  as  it  goes ;  and  when 
some  Senator  shall  propose  a  proposition  likely 
to  lead  to  a  more  searching  investigation,  then 
I  will  vote  for  that.  I  give  the  Senator  my 
assurance  in  advance. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  cannot — probably  it  is 
my  fault — precisely  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  York.  I  find  here,  in  the 
Globe  of  Friday,  December  15,  the  report  of 
the  debate;  I  find  the  proffer  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois 
proposing  to  instruct  the  committee 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No,  not  proposing  to 
instruct  the  committee ;  read  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will  read  the  amend- 
ment, and  we  will  see  what  it  is: 

And  that  said  committee  he  instmoted  to  ioqaire 
into  the  expenditures  in  all  branches  of  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  report  whether  any  and 
what  offloee  ought  to  be  abolished ;  whether  any  and 
what  salaries  or  allowances  ought  to  be  reduced ; 
what  are  the  methods  of  procuring  accountability 
in  public  officers  or  agents  in  the  care  and  disburse- 
ment of  public  moneys;  whether  moneys  have  been 
paid  out  illegally ;  whether  any  officers  or  agents  or 
other  persons  have  been  or  are  employed  in  the 
public  service  without  authority  of  law  or  unneces- 
sarily; and  generally  how  and  to  what  extent  the 
expenses  of  theservice  of  the  country  may  and  ought 
to  DC  curtailed. 

And  also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  under  which  appointments  to  the  pub- 
lic service  are  now  made  as  to  provide  for  withdraw- 
ing the  public  service  from  being  used  as  an  instru- 
ment of  political  or  party  patronage. 

That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  sit  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  that  said 
committee  may  appoint  a  clerk. 

There  was  the  proposition,  and  on  that  I 
find  the  name  of  the  honorable  Senator  re- 
corded in  the  negative.  How  can  there  be  on 
this  subject  to  the  minds  of  plain  men  anv 
doubt  as  to  where  the  Senator  from  New  York 
stood  on  that  day  ?  I  do  not  know  where  he 
may  stand  to-day,  and  although  he  may  be  able 
by  that  subtilty  of  logic  whicn  he  possesses  to 
escape 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now,  if  my  friend  will 
allow  me,  I  ask  him  to  send  me  the  Globe  with 
which  he  has  finished.  He  seems  to  be  seek- 
ing to  involve  me  in  an  inconsistency  or  con- 
tradiction, and  therefore  I  beg  him  to  allow  me 
to  interpose. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  beg  the  Senator' s  pardon. 
I  see  that  the  honorable  Senator  is  doing  that 
work  himself,  without  my  aid  or  interference. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  So  I  observe  that  the 
Senator  sees  that  as  he  thinks,  and  I  wish  to 
put  him  right  Now,  if  he  will  listen  to  me  he 
will  not  see  any  such  thing,  unless  he  sees  that 
which  is  not  to  be  seen.  On  the  occasion  to 
which  the  Senator  refers  (and  I  have  not  looked 
at  the  record  at  all)  it  was  proposed  in  advance, 
a  resolution  being  pending  creating  a  standing 
committee,  to  petrify  what  the  Senator  has  read 


in  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as  ftpai^  of  the  stand- 
ing title  of  that  committee.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  and  other  Senators 
pointed  out,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  the  inexpetii- 
ency  of  so  doing ;  and  in  the  argument  which 
then  occurred  it  was  said — I  said  mjrself  in  my 
seat,  and  I  rather  think,  as  I  said  it  audibly, 
it  is  upon  the  record  although  I  do  not  stop  to 
look — but  many  Senators  said,  no  one  say- 
ingto  the  contrary,  that  they  would  vote  for 
instructions,  if  the  committee  was  formed,  as 
broad  as  these  and  broader  if  any  could  be 
framed.  I  think  nobody  has  ever  said  to  the 
contrary. 

For  myself,  as  I  am  upon  this  point,  and  my 
friend  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Howr]  is  witness 
to  what. I  am  going  to  say,  I  beg  to  make  this 
remark:  on  the  first  morning  wnen  this  com- 
mittee was  proposed  I  myself  drew  up  a  reso- 
lution, which  I  have  in  my  desk  now,  and 
showed  it  to  Senators,  proposing  to  offer  it, 
raising  a  committee  of  this  body,  deeming  a 
joint  committee  objectionable,  with  the  am- 
plest powers,  and  directing  them  to  investigate. 
That  was  before  the  debate  at  all.  Therefore 
the  Senator  can  readily  see  that  I  was  never 
opposed  to  this.  I  was  opposed,  in  the  instance 
to  which  the  Senator  has  referred,  to  putting 
in  the  rules  of  tlie  Senate, to  go  in  the  Manual, 
a  standing  title  of  a  committee  to  which  all  this 
should  be  appended ;  and  therefore  I  voted  to 
preserve  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  as  he  offered  it,  that  there  should 
be  added  to  the  list  of  Senate  committees  a 
Committee  on  Retrenchment  and  Investiga- 
tion, so  that  the  list  would  read  symmetrically : 
a  Committee  on  Finance,  a  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
a  Committee  on  Retrenchment  and  Investiga- 
tion, &c.  For  that  I  voted,  in  the  same  breath 
declaring  that  I  would  vote  for  the  broadest 
and  most  searching  instructions  to  be  given  to 
that  committee,  and  to  empower  it  to  sweep 
the  whole  range  of  the  public  service  and  visit 
every  domain  in  which  it  was  alleged  corrup- 
tion might  exist. 

Therefore  I  think  that  my  friend  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  say  that  there  is  no  inconsistency 
in  this,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  record 
of  the  Senate  shows  that  there  is  no  monopoly 
of  virtue  here,  but  that  gentlemen  on  the  one 
side  of  this  Chamber  as  much  as  those  on  the 
other  are  willing  to  have,  in  the  broadest  and 
highest  and  deepest  sense,  every  investigation 
which  good  faith  and  integrity  of  purpose  can 
suggest  The  Senator  does  not  doubt  that. 
I  know  him  well  enough  and  he  knows  me  well 
enough  to  justify  me  in  saying  that  he  does  not 
doubt  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  a  gentle- 
man so  thoroughly  capable  of  vindicating  him- 
self with  such  accuracy,  such  logic,  such  perfect 
command  of  language  as  we  know  distinguishes 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  should 
surely  not  call  upon  so  humble  an  individual 
as  myself  to  testify  that  he  was  completely 
consistent  in  his  positions  between  last  Thurs- 
day and  to-day.  He  must  have  some  doubts 
in  his  own  mind,  and  I  still  cannot  say  that  he 
has  removed  from  my  mind  the  doubt  or  the 
conviction  which  is  to-day  fortified  by  my  own 
eye-sight,  by  the  published  record  of  these 
proceedings  in  the  Globe,  that  he  did  most 
aistinctly  and  emphatically  vote  against  the 
most  substantial  proposition  to  reach  the  very 
reform  of  which  be  now  says  he  is  so  warmly 
in  favor.  There  stands  the  fact.  There  is  the 
vote.  There  is  the  record.  What  the  gentle- 
man said  in  his  seat — and  I  know  he  says  a 
great  many  things  in  his  seat  that  sometimes 
do  not  appear  in  the  Globe — what  he  \vhis- 
pered  to  his  colleagues,  what  he  may  have 
inferred  or  intended,  it  is  not  for  me  to  know, 
for  that  portion  was  lost  upon  me.  I  merely 
reiterate  what  I  said,  that  my  honorable  friend 
from  New  York  did  distinctly  vote  on  Thurs- 
day against  the  infusion  into  this  rule  and  the 
appointment  of  this  committee  of  a  proposi- 
tion which  undoubtedly  would  have  led  to  that 
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kind  of  investigation  which  would  have  given 
us  the  facts  upon  which  to  base  a  wholesome 
reform  in  our  civil  service. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  it  is  given  now  as  in- 
structions to  the  committee,  will  it  not  answer 
the  same  purpose  7  If  we  do  it  now  as  instruc- 
tion, will  it  not  be  just  as  well? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Will  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor vote  for  it  as  a  proposition? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  tried  to  make 
my  friend  believe  that  several  times.  I  said 
in  the  very  debate  which  be  is  talking  about 
that  I  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  And  then  he  voted  againstlt. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No,  Mr.  President,  he 
did  not  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     There  stands  the  record. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  As  instruction  to  the 
committee? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  cannot  do  more  than  re- 
fer to  the  record.  When  a  man  produces  that, 
its  verity  is  considered  unassailable.  The  Sen- 
ator is  a  learned  lawyer,  and  therefore  I  will 
let  his  explanation  stand  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  record  of  his  vote  and  action  stand  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     On  the  same  side. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  He  may  get  them  as  near 
as  he  can ;  the  nearer  the  better. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     On  the  same  side. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  But,  Mr.  President,  as  I 
was  about  to  say  when  interrupted  by  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York,  the  question  to 
be  investifrated  is  not  so  much  the  subtraction 
i^m  the  Treasury  by  fraud  of  moneys  that  are 
wrung  from  onr  over- taxed  people — that  is  bad 
enough — but  it  *is  for  us  to  know  that  de- 
falcations have  been  progressing  through  a 
series  of  years  without  detection  or  arrest,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  means  by  which  onr 
bitter  experience  in  the  past  should  lead  to 
any  possibility  of  detection  and  prevention  of 
defalcations  in  the  future.  Why,  sir,  since  this 
debate  commenced  we  find  the  case  of  Mr. 
Charles  Callender,  a  very  custodian  of  the 
Treasury,  the  man  who  was  deputed  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  national  banks  and 
report  their  soundness  to  the  public,  and  we 
find  that  this  man,  continued  as  he  has  been 
for  years  in  the  peculiar  confidence  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  has  been  during  all  these 
same  years  pursuing  a  most  flagitious  and 
fraudulent  course  in  safety,  with  apparently  no 
means  whatever  of  detection  until  the  banks 
and  their  stockholders  who  are  the  victims  of 
bis  fraud  are  compelled  to  go  into  liquidation ; 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  is  his  fraud  dis- 
covered.    The  Tribune  said  on  Thursday : 

"  At  the  very  hoar  this  debate  was  ffointr  on  the 
bank  troablcs  here  were  draffffing  to  liffht  the 
Nstoandinc  foot  that  Mr.  Charles  Callender.  the 
United  Statca  bank  examiner  for  th la  district,  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  borrowing  very  large  sums  of 
money  from  the  banks  on  whoso  financial  condition 
it  is  bis  sworn  duty  to  report,  and  suppressing  the 
fact  of  such  loans  in  his  reports,  whereon  the  public 
have  accredited  the!>o  banks  as  sound!  From  one 
he  had  received  $75.U00,  from  another  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  dollars;  in  each  his  worthless  mem- 
orandum checks  had  absolutely  been  reported  and 
counted  as  legal  tender;  and  it  is  feared  that  the  end 
of  the  wretched  work  is  not  yet  reached." 

When  men  see  such  things  are  possible, 
when  they  see  they  are  probable,  when  they 
see  that  the^  can  exist  without  any  apparent 
means  or  disposition  for  iheir  detection,  all 
this  has  led  to  that  feeling  of  insecurity 
throughout  the  country  which  now  makes  the 
demand  for  investigation  and  public  reform 
too  strong  to  be  safely  resisted  by  any  party, 
whatever  may  be  its  present  majority.  It  is 
demanded  bv  the  public  voice  in  unmistak- 
able tones.  1  thank  God  it  is  so  demanded  by 
the  public  voice,  not  of  one  party  only,  but  by 
the  better  men  of  both  parties,  and  the  coun- 
try will  judge  how  it  has  been  responded  to  in 
this  Council  Chamber. 

It  will  not  do  by  empty  professions  to  say 
that  you  are  in  favor  of  reform  and  yet  vote  to 
impede,  embarrass,  and  restrict  every  practical 
step  taken  to  secure  the  information  necessary 
to  base  it  upon.    There  must  be  works  in  this 


case.  There  must  be  acts,  not  hollow  profes- 
sions ;  and,  however  ingeniously  gentlemen 
may  seek  to  explain  away  their  votes,  the  mean- 
ine  and  operation  of  their  votes  cannot  be  gotten 
rid  of,  and  I  do  not  think  will  be  misunder- 
stood by  the  common  sense  of  the  people  of 
this  country. 

This  demand  has  been  growing  since  the 
war  closed.  The  period  of  necessary  excite- 
ment in  which  our  whole  country  was  placed 
by  the  terrible  convulsions  of  civil  war  en- 
abled men  under  a  patriotic  cloak  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  excitement  to  enrich  them- 
selves at  public  expense  and  intrench  them- 
selves behind  abuses.  Gradually,  as  the  excite- 
ment of  the  war  has  passed  awav,  as  the 
country  is  resuming  once  more  the  sober- 
suited  garb  of  peace,  the  demand  for  investi- 
gation, retrenchment,  and  reform  is  increasing. 
We  saw  it  early  in  1866,  in  one  of  the  most 
valuable  officers  in  the  service  of  our  Govern- 
ment. I  refer  to  the  former  Special  Commis- 
sioner of  Revenue,  Mr.  David  A.  Wells.  His 
party  faith  was  unquestioned — a  man  of  hij^h 
personal  character,  of  remarkable  aptitude  for 
the  position  which  he  occupied ;  but  when  he, 
in  a  non-partisan  spirit,  in  an  honest  desire  for 
the  public  good,  sought  to  show  you  abuses 
growing  out  of  your  system  of  revenue ;  when 
he,  a  most  genuine  and  valuable  reformer, 
made  his  essay,  I  ask  the  Senate,  and  I  ask  the 
country,  what  was  his  fate?  Was  his  work 
appreciated?  Was  his  desire  for  reform  met 
in  a  proper  spirit  by  this  Administration? 
Was  he  aided  in  his  good  work?  No,  sir;  his 
reports  were  stifled,  so  far  as  they  could  be 
stifled,  and  he  was  relieved  from  his  official 
duties  immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  and  just  at  the  time  when  his  services 
and  experience  were  most  necessary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Government  and  our  people. 
Such  was  his  fate.  The  abilities  and  capacity 
for  usefulness  which  this  Administration  and 
this  Senate  cast  aside  as  worthless  and  as 
interfering  with  the  interests  of  their  political 
party  were  anxiously  and  instantly  sought  by 
the  great  State  of  New  York,  and  there  his 
talents  and  abilities,  his  honesty  of  purpose, 
have  found  a  due  and  honorable  recognition. 
Under  their  present  Executive  the  people  of 
New  York  are  reaping  the  rewards  and  the  bene- 
fits of  the  great  ability  of  Mr.  Wells,  of  which 
the  Administration  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  deliberately  deprived  the  people 
of  all  the  other  States. 

The  next  attempt  ut  reform  was  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Mr.  Jacob  D.  Cox, 
a  name  that  in  all  sections  arid  in  every  party 
of  this  country  is  never  mentioned  but  with 
respect.  We  all  know  what  the  result  of  his 
attempt  at  reformation  was :  that  when  he 
would  have  saved  the  poor  clerks  throughout 
all  our  Departments  of  Government  from  forced 
contributions  levied  upon  their  slender  salaries 
for  the  grossest  partisan  purposes,  when  he 
endeavored  to  stand  between  so  corrupting 
and  gross  an  abuse  and  the  victims  of  such  a 
sysiem ,  what  was  his  fate  ?  Nay,  further,  when 
he  stood  between  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  and  the  notorious  claim  of  Mr.  Garra- 
han  &  Co.,  what  was  the  result? 

Sir,  the  same  Administration  that  ejected 
from  its  councils  that  wise  and  just  counselor, 
honest  man,  and  genuine  reformer,  held  and 
still  holds  in  its  embrace  a  Postmaster  General 
who  allowed  the  claim  of  Chorpenning,  which 
this  Senate  and  the  other  House  unanimously 
voted  to  di«allow,  and  so  declared  its  allow- 
ance by  the  Department  a  Irick  and  a  vile  fraud 
upon  the  public  Treasury. 

Well,  sir,  other  attempts  at  reform  have  been 
made,  we  are  told,  (and  of  the  truth  of  these 
things  I  speak  but  as  any  other  witness.)  We 
are  so  told  by  the  public  press,  and  by  the  re- 
port of  a  joint  select  committee,  made  in  March 
last,  on  retrenchment,  of  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  was  chairman  ; 
and,  by  the  way,  let  me  here  remark,  is  it  not 
a  cause  of  surprise  and  regret  that  the  Senate 


and  the  country  shotild  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
enlarged  experience  and  abilities  of  those  gen- 
tlomen  who  for  so  manjr  months  so  abl^  con- 
ducted these  investigations?  Would  it  not 
have  been  in  consonance  with  an  honest  desire 
for  true  reform  that  those  who  had  proved 
themselves  its  able  and  zealous  champions 
should  be  continued  in  the  exercise  of  their 
functions?  What  man  in  private  life  will  lose 
the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  his  counsel, 
whether  he  be  legal  or  medical,  in  his  troubles 
of  body  or  estate?  And  yet  so  it  is,  that  the 
pains  and  care,  the  experience,  the  informa- 
tion derived  by  those  honorable  Senators  who 
formed  that  committee,  is  entirely  disre^rded, 
and  a  new  committee  are  to  take  np  this  ques- 
tion de  novo,  as  if  nothing  had  ever  been 
proved,  nothing  had  ever  been  discovered,  and 
they  are  to  embark  upon  an  unknown  sea  to 
investigate  the  broad  field  of  civil  service  in 
our  entire  family  of  States. 

The  New  Yoifk  custom-house,  that  vast  cen- 
ter of  executive  patronage,  that  great  gate 
through  which  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
chiefly  pours,  the  great  avenue  of  our  revenue 
from  foreign  imports,  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  partial  investigation  ;  and  what  has 
been  the  attempt  at  reform  there?  What  have 
been  the  results  of  pointing  out  to  this  mnch- 
lauded  Administration  the  gross  abuses  that 
there  existed?  Let  the  debate  of  the  last  week 
answer.  For,  sir,  it  seems,  for  some  strange 
reason,  that  a  Senator  in  this  Chamber  of 
either  party  cannot  arise  to  denounce  abuse  in 
office,  corruption  and  inefficiency  in  the  civil 
service  of  onr  country,  but  he  is  charged  in- 
stantly with  a  personal  attack  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States! 

Sir,  that  is  a  most  imprudent  admission  on 
the  part  of  the  champions  of  that  official,  that 
fraud  in  the  abstract  or  concrete,  fraud  gen- 
eral or  special,  abuse  of  executive  power, 
abuse  of  official  patronage,  cannot  be  men- 
tioned but  instantly  the  innuendo  is  that  it  is 
intended  for  the  present  Executive.  And  yet 
such  is  the  position  in  which  the  champions 
of  the  Administration  have  pluced  their  chief! 
That  was  the  only  answer  to  the  very  able 
speech  delivered  heie  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Schurz;]  not  that  his 
facts  were  not  true,  not  that  his  deductions 
were  not  logical  and  just,  but  that  they  con- 
tained some  supposed  covert  attack  upon  the 
Administration  I  If  gentlemen  are  wilting  to 
let  these  questions  so  rest,  if  they  are  willing 
to  accept  such  an  issue,  I,  for  one,  cannot  say 
that  I  especially  regret  it,  nor  that  1  would  not 
be  perfectly  willing  to  go  before  the  people  of 
this  country  upon  it,  not  doubting  tne  resalt. 

There  is  in  this  country  undeniably  a  wide- 
spread suspicion  and  belief  that  the  tenure  of 
civil  office  in  the  United  States  is  now  a  mere 
reward  for  partisan  service  and  a  mere  weapon 
for  party  success.  I  am  one  of  those  who  con- 
sider it  most  important  that  that  faet  should 
be  determined  one  way  or  the  other.  There 
can  be  no  greater  evil  to  a  country  inflicted 
than  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  people 
in  those  who  rule  it.  Voluntarily,  I  would 
never  do  it ;  not  simply  for  the  abstract  ques- 
tion of  personal  justice,  or  of  that  injustice 
which  would  be  dishonorable  to  a  man  guilty 
of  it,  but  because  I  consider  that  the  perma- 
nence of  our  Government,  the  very  miDstance 
and  soul  of  our  institutions,  rests  upon  the 
hearty  support  that  the  mass  of  the  people  of 
our  country  give  to  the  Government  which  they 
themselves  created,  and  by  which  they  mean 
to  govern  themselves.  He  is  no  friend  to  rep- 
resentative government  who  will  allow  a  sus- 
picion or  a  stif^ma  to  rest  upon  a  represent- 
ative without  instant  challenge,  in  order  to 
refute  it ;  or,  finding  the  charge  true,  to  drive 
from  the  public  service  the  official  who  had 
proved  himself  unworthy. 

I  say,  sir,  that  there  is  a  wide-spread  snspi- 
cion  and  belief  of  this  fact;  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  representative,  no  matter  whether  b^ 
acts  with  the  political  party  represented  by  the 
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8till  distinguishes  the  civil  service  of  this  coun- 
try ;  but  although  that  is  his  opinion,  expressed 
to-day  most  emphatically,  I  am  afraid  he  is  in 
error,  and  I  am  sure  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country  believe  that  he  is  in  error;  and 
therefore,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong,  never- 
theless the  investigation  should  go  on,  and  not 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  hold  the  opinions, 
however  conscientiously  held,  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Indiana  has  expressed. 

If  he  starts  with  that  view  and  belief,  he  will 
not  strive  to  probe  abuses,  becauise  he  does  not 
consider  them  abuses.  I  oresume  that  by  what 
he  says  he  would  consiaer  it  proper  that  the 
Postmaster  General  should  have  allowed  the 
claim  of  Ghorpenning,  as  he  did  allow  it,  and 
that  no  examination  into  that  case  further 
should  be  made.  At  the  same  time,  if  he  con- 
siders that  there  might  be  a  mere  possibility  cf 
reform,  although  I  scarcely  understand  from 
his  language  that  he  does  so  consider,  yet  it 
would,  holding  the  opinion  hedoes,  belikegild- 
ing  refined  gold  or  painting  the  lily  to  attempt 
to  reform  so  perfect  and  lovely  an  administra- 
tion and  so  pure  a  public  service  as  the  honor- 
able Senator  believes  now  to  exist  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  under  the  present  Administration. 

But,  Mr.  President,  my  remarks  have  ex- 
tended much  further  than  I  intended  when  I 
rose.  I  consider  this  question  of  such  grave 
importance,  1  believe  that  there  is  so  much  to 
be  learned  in  order  to  know  how  to  act  justly, 
so  much  labor  to  be  done,  that  the  party  with 
which  I  act  and  which  has  its  responsibilities 
to  the  country  as  well  as  the  majority  here, 
should  be  enaoled,  by  the  addition  of  another 
member  to  this  committee,  to  take  their  appro- 
priate part  in  the  proposed  investigation.  I 
can  foresee  labor  and  difficulties,  and  I  can  also 
foresee  how  that  labor  and  that  difficulty  will 
be  immensely  increased  if  the  majority  of  the 
committee  shall  believe  that  no  abuses  do  exist 
that  should  be  remedied,  or  shall  be  disposed 
to  look  upon  those  things  as  venial  or  right 
which  those  in  favor  of  civil  service  reform,  as 
suggested  in  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  lliinois,  would  desire  to  see  in- 
vestigated and  removed.  I  trust,  therefore,  the 
Senate  will  amend  this  resolution.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  the  whole  control  of  this  matter 
is  witli  the  majority,  and  I  submit  to  them  that 
at  least  there  should  be  an  additional  member 
to  the  minority  upon  the  committee,  that  with- 
out it  the  examination  cannot  be  made  for  the 
greater  portion  of  (he  time  except  in  the 
absence  necessarily  of  the  single  Democratic 
member. 

Something  was  said  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Ohio  in  regard  to  the  courtesy  and  habit 
of  the  Senate,  that  the  majority  filled  their 
own  places  on  the  committees  according  to 
their  own  views,  and  submitted  the  selection 
of  the  minority  to  their  opponents.  Such 
has  been  the  custom.  In  the  present  case  I 
regret  that  it  should  have  been  departed  from ; 
but  I  find  myself  on  the  committee,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can,  I  shall  be  glad  to  aid  in  the  proper 
objects  for  which  it  was  created.  But  I  say  to 
the  Senate  and  to  the  country  in  advance  that, 
standing  now  upon  the  thresholdof  a  long  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  (not  in  vacation  where  time 
may  be  taken,  as  mine  has  been  for  some  six 
weeks  in  the  last  fall  to  the  great  neglect  of 
my  private  affairs,  when  I  was  compelled  to 
attend  on  a  committee  of  this  booy  in  the 
South,)  when  it  will  be  simply  impossible  that 
the  attendance  of  the  single  Democratic  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  can  be  had  during  the 
greater  portion  probably  of  its  sessions.  You 
aye,  by  your  studious  and  deliberate  compo- 
sition of  this  committee,  already  disappointed 
the  hopes  of  the  country  for  a  wide-spread  and 
substantial  reform :  do  not  also  render  it  impos- 
sible for  the  only  Democrat  you  have  selected 
for  it  to  be  present  daring  the  greater  part  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent  

Mr.  CONELINQ.     Befbro  the  honorable 


Senator  from  New  Jersey  proceeds  will  he 
allow  me  one  moment?  I  wish  the  floor  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  seek  the  floor 
in  order  to  oppose  the  only  proposition  which 
I  understand  to  be  incorporated  in  the  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  Delaware;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  shall  be  glad  to  vote  to  give  the  minority 
in  this  Chamber,  the  Democrats  here,  another 
member  of  this  committee,  and  be  glad  to  vote 
also  that  the  selection  be  left  to  themselves* 
I  seek  the  floor  because  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, as  I  understood  him,  demanded  of.  me 
specifically  to  know  whether  he  was  or  was  not 
right  in  the  allegation  he  made  touching  a 
recent  State  convention  held  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  No;  my  remark  was 
directed  to  the  senior  Senator  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  the  Senator  does 
not  wish  to  know  from  me  how  the  fact  was  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Senator  making  the  statement,  as  he  seems 
anxious  to  do  so,  but  I  did  address  my  remark 
to  the  senior  Senator  from  New  York.  I  said 
that  probably  he  may  give  us  some  little  his' 
tory  as  to  the  truth  of  the  allegation  to  which 
I  referred,  whether  or  not  the  Republican  State 
convention  of  New  York  was  or  was  not  con- 
trolled pretty  much  by  Federal  officials  from 
the  custom- house  at  New  York? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  heard  the  Senator.  I 
see  that  the  Senator  is  on  the  floor ;  I  will  yield 
to  him  if  he  asks  me  to  do  so. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Car- 
penter in  the  chair. )  The  Senator  from  DeU- 
ware  seems  to  be  still  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  had  concluded  all  I 
wished  to  say. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  was  going  to  yield  to 
the  Senator  without  his  requesting  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Well. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  yield  to  him  with 
great  pleasure  if  he  wishes  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  desire  to  apologize 
to  the  Senator  and  to  the  Senate  if  I  have 
without  due  thought  taken  the  floor  during  the 
time  the  Senator  was  entitled  to  it;  but  in 
truth  I  found  myself  during  the  debate  which 
I  had  just  closed  so  interrupttd  by  my  honor- 
able friend  from  New  York  that  it  did  not 
occur  to  me  that  he  was  standing  much  upon 
form,  because  he  scarcely  during  that  time,  as 
I  remember,  would  permit  me  to  conclude  my 
sentence;  but  I  am  ^^od-natured,  and  there- 
fore made  no  complaint.  If  I  have  infringed 
upon  the  forms  of  debate  in  regard  to  his 
rights  I  sincerely  apologize  to  him  for  it 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Idid  interrupt  my  hon- 
orable friend  by  his  permission,  becausel  relied, 
as  I  always  safely  may,  upon  his  courtesy,  and 
so  he  knows  he  may  rely  with  equal  safety  upon 
mine  I  wish,  however,  to  remind  him  that  it 
was  hardly  worth  while  for  him  thus  to  pro- 
ceed to  repeat  over  again  what  he  had  said 
before,  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  disclaiming 
that  he  addressed  it  to  me  at  all.  I  remind 
him,  however,  that  he  did  nominate  me  as  the 
senior  Senator  from  New  York,  as  it  so  hap- 
pens that  my  term  of  service  here  has  been 
longer  than  that  of  my  colleague.  He  will 
forgive  me,  therefore,  for  falling  into  the  error 
of  supposing  when  he  spoke  of  me  in  that  wav, 
looking  toward  me,  that  he  meant  me.  lie 
now  authorizes  me,  if  I  wish  to  make  a  state- 
ment on  this  subject,  to  make  it.  I  beg  to 
say  to  the  honorable  Senator  that  I  have  no 
wish  whatever  to  venture  any  statement  in 
that  regard.  I  think  I  understand  how  far  out 
of  place  in  this  Chamber  such  topics  are,  and 
nothing  would  have  induced  me  to  respond  in 
a  matter  of  that  sort  unless  I  had  understood 
that  a  direct  requisition  specifically  and  indi- 
vidually was  made  upon  me  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Delaware.  I  am  so  in  the  habit 
of  acquiescing  in  everything  that  he  proposes, 
and  I  am  alwi^s  animated  by  so  lively  a  dis- 


position to  oblige  him,  that  I  was  willing  to 
sacrifice  somewhat  what  1  conceived  the  pro- 
prieties of  the  occasion  in  order  to  gratify  his 
curiosity  in  that  regard;  but  as  he  has  no 
curiosity  which  he  wishes  to  be  satisied  by 
me,  although  I  understood  him  to  call  upon 
me,  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  take  leave  of  the 
subject,  and  to  restore  the  floor,  with  nvy  thanks, 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  /ersey. 

Mr.  BAYARD  and  Mr.  FENTON.  Ooe 
moment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  yield  to  the  Sesatur 
from  Delaware  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  never  is  possible  for  me 
to  associate  age  with  the  honorable  Senttor 
from  New  York.  Youth  and  beauty  are  ao 
entirely  his  that  I  never  dreamed  of  appljiog 
the  phrase  '*  senior  Senator"  to  him.  [Laaeb- 
ter.  J  But  I  did  turn  to  the  gray  hairs  of  fail 
colleaguei  and  I  did  consider  him  the  senior 
Senator,  but  I  beg  pardon. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  a  very  good  sa;- 
ing,  one  of  the  best  of  all  the  good  sayings  of 
my  honorable  friend.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FENTON.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  yield  to  the  Seaatur 
from  New  York? 

Mr.  FENTON.     For  a  moment  only. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  only  want  a 
few  minutes  myself. 

Mr.  FENTON.    Allow  meat  this  point — 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  am  afraid  it 
will  lead  to  a  long  debate  if  you  get  into  Syra- 
cuse.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  promise  my  friend  from 
New  Jersey  that  I  shall  occupy  the  atteotioa 
of  the  Senate  only  for  a  moment.  The  iuquiry 
of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  may  involre 
some  reply  from  me ;  and  yet  I  quite  agree 
with  my  colleague  that  it  is  better  not  to  bring 
matters  relating  to  New  York  political  conveo* 
tions  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  If  it  should 
seem  proper  at  any  time  to  do  so,  I  shall 
attempt  to  show,  and  I  think  I  can  make  such 
a  case  as  will  satisfy  almost  every  inteiiigeut 
person,  that  the  fact  implied  in  the  inquiry  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  is  justified  by  the 
actual  truth  of  the  case. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mr.  Pre8ideo^ 
I  do  not  propose  to  attempt  in  any  manner  to 
answer  ttie  interesting  and  skillful  political 
address  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  a  great 
part  of  which  is  entirely  outside  of  the  preaeoi 
question,  as  all  parties  in  this  Senate  have 
agreed  that  the  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  applying  to  the  civil  ser- 
vice should  be  stricken  out,  and  that  question 
is  now  in  no  manner  before  the  Senate. 

I  would  say  further  to  my  friend  from  Dela- 
ware, that,  if  I  am  not  very  much  miMtekeo, 
whatever  impression  may  temporarily  be  made 
upon  the  public  through  the  press  in  reference 
to  the  Administration  and  the  Republican 
party,  this  year  will  not  close  without  the  Re- 
publican party  manifestinf^  that  they  are  io 
favor  of  a  thorough  reform  in  the  civil  service 
of  the  country,  or  without  the  AdministratioD 
being  fully  vindicated  in  this  regard. 

I  rose  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  the  reso- 
lution which  is  before  the  Senate.  I  under 
stand  the  parliamentary  rule  insisted  on  to  be 
that  it  is  orderly  and  courteous  to  appoint  on 
a  committee  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
measure  presented  in  the  resolution  under 
which  it  is  created.  And  the  fact  here  is  that 
every  member  proposed  for  that  committee 
voted  for  the  resolution  creating  this  standing 
Committee  on  Investigation  and  Retrench- 
ment. But  while  the  rule  of  propriety  is  ad- 
mitted and  insisted  upon,  we  are  told  that  the 
committee  should  have  been  nominated  fi'om 
those  who  voted  for  the  resolution  antagonized 
against  the  one  before  US|  and  which  was 
defeated  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  84  to  21. 
It  is  a  singular  mode  of  argument  for  gentle* 
meft  to  refer  to  and  iasist  opon  a  rule  which  is 
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for  which  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  him- 
self is  designated,  that  he  had  conferred  with 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  and  that  he  found 
that  he  would  not  accept  the  place.  Why  did 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  confer  with  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  upon  that  question? 
Why  did  he  rise  in  his  seat  here  to  state  that 
the  Senlfktor  from  Illinois  had  deolioed,  unless 
in  his  conscience  he  felt  that  the  place  belon^^ed 
to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  and  not  to  him- 
self; unless  he  felt  that  it  belonged  to  him  by 
parliamentary  law  above  the  action  of  any 
caucus  or  any  political  combination  ? 

But,  as  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  has 
disclosed  with  regard  to  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, 1  should  like  to  have  a  further  disclosure 
with  regard  to  other  Senators.  I  should  like 
to  know  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
whether  he  had  any  information  with  regard 
to  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Sohurz,] 
whether  he  would  accept  the  place? 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.     1  had  not. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  had  not. 
Had  the  Senator  any  information  with  regard 
.0  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Patterson,]  for  several  years  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Retrenchment? 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  made  no  inquiry 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  those  gentle- 
men, whether  they  desired  to  be  on  the  com- 
mittee or  not. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  it  comes  to  this: 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  before  taking 
the  place  as  chairman  soothed  his  parliament- 
ary conscience  by  ascertaining  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  would  not  accept  the  place, 
but  his  conscience  did  not  require  him  to  go 
further  and  ascertain  whether  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  take  the  place,  whether  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  would  take  the 
place,  or  whether  any  other  Senator  who  had 
oeen  active  on  this  floor  in  pressing  this  inquiry 
would  take  the  place.  The  Senator  by  his  own 
confession  would  not  take  the  place  from  the 
Senator  from  Illinois.  When  the  Senator  made 
that  admission  he  admitted  the  title  by  parlia- 
mentary usage  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
and  I  say  by  the  same  admission  he  admitted 
the  title  of  those  other  Senators  whom  I  have 
mentioned.  They  had  taken  an  active  part  in 
this  business  ;  they  had  led  in  it. 

I  am  not  to  be  put  aside  by  any  auestion  of 
form  as  to  which  resolution  was  aaopted  and 
which  was  not.  That  is  not  the  question. 
From  words  let  ns  ascend  to  things.  The 
thing  was  an  inquiry  into  abuses  under  the  Gov- 
ernment. All  else  was  mere  language,  mete 
words,  'leather  and  prunella,*'  represented 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  come  from  a 
leather  country. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well.  Now  I  wish 
to  bring  the  Senate  back  to  the  precise  ques- 
tion on  this  committee:  is  it  constituted  ac- 
cording to  parliamentary  usage?  I  have  the 
testimony  in  open  Senate  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  designated  for  the  chairmanship, 
that  it  is  not  so  constituted.  At  any  rate,  I 
cannot  explain  the  admission  he  made  except 
by  the  idea  that  he  felt  that  the  place  for  which 
he  was  designated  was  not  the  place  that  be- 
longed to  him  ;  that  by  parliamentary  usage  it 
belonged  to  another.  I  say  this  with  infinite 
respect  for  thatSenator,  whose  integrity,  whose 
purity,  whose  entire  simplicity  of  nature  has 
my  admiration  ;  but  I  do  say  that  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  has  put  himself  into  a  false 
position,  especially  when  he  admits  in  open 
Senate  that  the  place  belonged  to  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  rather  than  to  himself,  for  by  the 
same  token  did  it  belong  also  to  other  Senators 
before  it  could  be  given  to  the  Senator  i^om 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  participated  in  no 
way  in  the  debates  wJiich  have  grown  up  in  the 
discussion  of  the  question  now  before  toe  Sen- 
ate, and  indeed  it  was  my  purpose  to  say  no 
single  word  upon  it,  but  upon  the  question  of 
the  constitution  of  this  committee  there  has 


been,  in  my  judgment,  so  much  of  error,  par- 
ticularly in  the  assumptions  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  that  I  have  been  provoked  to 
break  my  silence. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  in  a  very  few 
words  state  the  facts  in  this  case  and  see  what 
they  are,  and  what  is  the  parliamentary  law 
applicable  to  those  facts.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  submitted  to  this  body  a  resolution 
creating  a  joint  special  committee.  That  was 
one  proposition.  It  was  to  be  a  committee 
limited  in  its  duration,  and  not,  like  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Senate,  calculated 
and  designed  to  be  perpetual.  According  to 
parliamentary  law,  where  a  specific  subject  is 
referred  to  a  specific  committee  elected  for 
that  purpose  it  is  assumed  that  the  member 
moving  it  shall  be  made  its  chairman,  and  it 
is  further  assumed,  as  Jefferson  lays  it  down, 
that  the  committee  as  a  whole  shall  be  favor- 
able to  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  the 
subject  submitted  to  it.  Your  parliamentary 
law  stops  there,  and  extends  not  one  single 
inch  or  word  beyond.  What  was  done  by  the 
Senate?  They  voted,  34  to  21,  or  something 
like  that,  that  they  would  create  no  joint 
special  committee  for  a  special  purpose  limited 
by  this  session. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  has  been  no 
rote  on  the  proposition  to  create  a  joint  com- 
mittee.    We  took  up  the  other  resolution. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  is  a  mere  play  upon 
words  hardly  worthy  of  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois.  He  made  a  proposition  to 
raise  a  joint  select  committee.  My  friend 
from  Rhode  Island  proposed  in  its  place  a 
resolution  to  create  a  standing  committ-ee  of 
this  body,  and  upon  that  proposition  we  voted, 
and  when  we  voted  one  up  I  thought  we 
voted  the  other  down.  That  was  my  under- 
standing. I  say  it  is  a  play  upon  words  that 
is  not  worthy  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to 
say  that  we  did  not  vote  upon  that  proposition 
and  did  not  vote  onderstandingly. 

Then  we  disposed  of  the  question  of  a  joint . 
select  committee.  I  concede  that  if  that  had 
been  adopted  it  would  have  entitled  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  to  be  its  chairman.  We 
created  a  standing  committee,  which  entitled 
no  Senator  upon  this  floor  to  its  chairman- 
ship save  upon  one  general  principle  of  par- 
liamentary law  that  you  will  frame  your  com- 
mittees appro priatf^ly  to  the  subjects  that 
are  committed  to  them.  That  is  all  there  is 
of  it ;  and  you,  Mr.  President,  [Mr.  Carpen- 
ter in  the  chair,]  or  any  other  Senator  in  this 
body,  might  as  appropriately  be  made  chair- 
man of  that  committee  as  any  other  Senator. 
When  the  Senate  declared  that  they  would  not 
have  a  joint  select  committee,  but  would  have 
a  standing  committee,  all  that  was  requisite 
was  to  constitute  that  committee  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  favor  the  general  object  and 
the  general  subjects  for  which  it  was  created, 
and  those  subjects  which  should  be  referred  to 
it.  That  was  the  whole  of  it.  There  was  noth- 
ing more  in  it.  It  was  not  within  the  power 
of  man  to  tell  what  might  be  the  individual 
opinion  of  those  various  members  upon  all  the 
variety  of  subjects  that  might  be  referred  to  it. 
Take  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Certain 
questions  of  a  legal  character  are  submitted  to 
that  committee  for  their  investigation  and  re- 
port, and  you  will  find  that  committee  dividing 
in  opinion  upon  those  questions.  Take  the 
Committee  on  Retrenchment.  Various  ques- 
tions will  be  referred  tu  that  committee,  a  com- 
mittee generally  in  favor  of  the  general  pur- 
Eose  for  which  it  is  appointed,  and  you  will 
nd  the  members  of  that  committee  divided  in 
opinion  upon  subjects  that  are  committed* to 
them,  as  all  other  committees  are  divided  in 
opinion  upon  questions  committed  to  them. 
There  was  therefore  no  rule  by  which  yon 
should  constitute  a  standing  committee  that 
should  have  a  previously  formed  opinion  upon 
all  questions  that  would  be  submitted  to  them, 
for  no  man  could  tell  what  would  be  the  sub- 
jects that  would  in  the  end  be  referred  to  them. 


I  think,  sir,  when  you  look  at  this  matter 
carefully,  yon  will  see  that  when  we  consti- 
tuted a  standing  committee  of  this  body,  we 
were  bound  to  proceed  to  the  election  or  selec- 
tion of  that  standing  committee  preciselj  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  th^it  we  elect  oor 
other  standing  committees,  and  this,  I  think, 
made  every  Senator  eligible  for  tiie  position 
of  chairman  or  eligible  for  a  position  upon 
that  committee;  for  I  do  not  understand  uiat 
there  is  one  single  Senator  here  opposed  to  an 
investigation,  and  I  tell  Senators  on  the  other 
side  that  we  will  have  a  friendly  contest  with 
them  to  see  who  shall  go  farthest  and  be  the 
most  thorough  in  this  matter;  and  I  tell  them 
it  is  somewhat  oflensive  to  us  when  they  assnme 
to  be,  par  excellence^  the  only  individuals  here 
who  are  in  favor  of  investigation.  They  may 
assume  that  when  they  shall  find  we  are  derelict 
in  our  duty,  and  only  when  that  is  found. 

One  word  more.  I  have  already  taken  more 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  than  I  proposed  to 
do.  I  voted  for  a  standing  committee  becaose 
I  believed — such  was  my  judgment^— that  it 
would  be  more  thorough.  A  single  committee 
of  this  body,  charged  with  investigating  frauds 
and  peculations  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  country,  might  be  burdened,  if  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  allegations  made  were  true,  with 
duties  of  which  they  could  perform  bat  a  veij 
small  proportion;  but  in  constitntbg  this 
standing  committee  yon  have  lefi  open  every 
other  comflaittee  to  which  may  be  appropri- 
ately referred  questions  of  a  kindred  character. 
You  may  therefore  distribute  more  broadly  the 
subjects  of  the  investigation  if  you  will  refer 
to  the  various  committees  those  subjects  that 
appropriately  belong  to  them,  and  bring  in 
those  committees  in  aid  of  this  very  one,  in- 
stead of  creating  one  committee  which  shall 
have  the  sole  jurisdiction  of  aU  matters  that 
shall  be  suggested,  or  that  it  shall  be  found 
necessary  to  investigate. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  we  who  support  this 
proposition  for  a  standing  committee  stand 
upon  higher  and  broader  ground,  and  I  tell 
Senators  on  the  other  side  now  that  in  every 
fraud  or  peculation,  from  the  smallest  to  the 
largest,  he  must  be  swift  who  will  go  farther 
or  faster  than  we  upon  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber will  go,  and  when  it  shall  be  found  that  we 
fail  in  our  duty,  then,  and  then  only,  will  Sen- 
ators have  a  right  to  complain. 

Mr.  CORBBTT.  Mr.  President,  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  committee  which  has  been  pro- 
posed should  be  arraigned  before  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  as  not  being  a  suitable  com- 
mittee for  the  prosecution  of  this  investi^tion, 
for  that  is  really  the  state  of  the  case  as  it  now 
stands.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  ar- 
raigns the  Senator  from  Connecticut  as  not  per- 
haps suitable  to  fill  the  position  of  chairman  of 
the  committee.  I  ask  the  Senate  and  the  country 
if  there  is  a  man  in  the  Senate  or  in  the  United 
States  who  could  have  been  chosen  better  fitted 
to  fill  such  a  position  than  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut?  His  strict  integrity, 
his  business  capacitv,  his  energy,  his  unswerr- 
ing  fidelity  to  the  auties  imposed  upon  him, 
make  his  appointment  peculiarly  appropriate. 
I  should  like  to  ask  also  if  a  more  faithful  man 
oould  be  found  for  the  performance  of  such 
duties  than  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
PuATT,]  who  during  the  past  summer  has 
labored  throughout  the  South  in  the  iuvesti- 
gatioii  of  outrages  committed  there,  and  who 
did  not  seek  to  evade  the  responsibility  that 
was  imposed  upon  him  during  the  hent  and 
the  prevalence  of  the  fevers  that  raged  in 
that  country. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  also  arraigns 
this  committee  as  a  committee  not  suited  to 
the  work  that  it  is  instructed  to  perform.  I 
should  like  to  ask  if  that  Senator  or  any  other 
Senator  on  that  side  of  the  question  more 
truly  represents  the  interests  of  this  country 
in  putting  down  abases  than  the  Senators 
who  have  been  chosen  as  members  of  this 
committer? 


170 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


December  18, 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Looan]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  but  yielded  to  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Patterson.] 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  only  to  make  a 
motion,  not  to  make  a  speech. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  yield  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  is  a  motion  connected  with 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Senator  entering  a  motion  if  it  will  not  take 
time. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it 
at  all,  but  wishing  to  add  to  the  eflSciency  of 
the  coramitteef  as  well  as  to  accede  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  view  advanced  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  with  reference  to  the  addition  of 
another  member  of  the  minority  to  the  com- 
mittee, I  have  consulted  with  him  and  some 
of  his  associates  upon  the  floor,  and  they  have 
agreed  in  naming  a  gentleman  of  the  minority 
to  go  upon  the  committee,  if  it  be  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  to  put  an  additional  one  on ;  and 
believing  that  an  additional  one  ought  to  be 
put  on,  I  move  to  add  the  name  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  [Mr.  Casserly]  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  CONKLINGand  others.  That  is  right. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  moves  to  amend  the  pend- 
ing resolution  by  adding  the  name  of  Senator 
Casserlt. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Mr.  President,  I  have  re* 
frained  hitherto  from  saying  anything  during 
this  discussion,  and  perhaps  it  is  best  that  I  did 
so ',  nor  would  I  now  attempt  to  detain  the  Sen- 
ate for  a  moment  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
this  discussion  has  taken  such  a  wide  range 
that  it  seems  to  impress  a  portion  of  the  coun- 
try at  least  with  the  idea  that  the  gentlemen 
who  are  now  favoring  the  resolution  which  has 
been  adopted,  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  were  men  in  the  interest  of  the 
Administration,  and  those  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  introduced  by  my  colleague  were 
men  who  were  desirous  of  doing  an  injury  to 
the  Administration  in  some  way  or  manner.  1 
do  not  believe  this  to  be  true.  I  know  it  is  not 
true  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

I  voted  for  the  resolution  of  my  colleague 
whenever  I  bad  an  opportunity  ot  doing  so, 
and  I  certainly  shall  continue  to  vote  for  it  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  before  the  Senate.  I  voted 
for  it  for  the  reason  that  it  was  the  same  reso- 
Iniion  under  which  we  have  had  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  Congress  for  more  than  five  years. 
I  voted  for  it  also  for  the  reason  that  I  believed 
it  was  right.  I  voted  for  it  in  the  third  place 
because  I  have  always  voted  for  investigations 
of  corruption,  no  matter  whether  they  were 
charged  against  an  Administration  which  I 
favored  or  an  Administration  which  I  did  not 
fiivor.  I  voted  for  it  for  another  reason:  I 
did  not  believe  that  General  Grant,  if  I  am 
permitted  to  use  his  name — I  mean  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — was  guilty  of  fraud ; 
I  did  not  believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  larceny ; 
I  did  not  believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  forgery ; 
I  did  not  believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  abstract- 
ing money,  bonds,  or  anything  of  that  kind ; 
nor  did  I  believe  that  he  was  responsible  for 
those  things  which  may  have  occurred,  for 
they  might  be  done  by  a  clerk  or  a  paymaster 
or  some  person  having  change  of  money  or 
bonds  or  any  business  of  the  Government. 
Those  thinp  might  occur  under  any  Adminis- 
tration. Hence,  in  voting  fbr  that  resolution, 
and  I  believe  every  other  Senator  was  actu- 
ated in  the  same  way,  I  did  not  vote  for  it  for 
the  reason  that  I  believed  the  fact  would  be 
developed  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  or  any  one  of  his  Cabinet  was  dishonest, 
but  I  voted  for  it  because  I  believed  it  was 
right,  no  matter  who  might  be  charged  with 
the  iJSairs  of  this  nation. 

But,  sir,  the  attempt  was  made,  seemingly 
at  least,  by  some  Senators  to  place  those  of  us 


who  voted  fbr  or  advocated  that  resolution  in 
antagonism  to  the  present  Administration,  as 
if  they  were  the  only  advisers,  the  only  sup- 
porters, the  only  men  in  this  body  who  could 
be  considered  fis  friendly  to  the  President  or 
his  administration.  Now,  sir,  let  us  take  the 
history  of  this  resolution  and  examine  it  for  a 
short  time  and  see  what  it  proves.  If  the 
country  will  examine  the  history  of  this  resolu- 
tion they  will  see  that  it  proves  a  very  strange 
state  of  facts  produced  by  the  action  of  Sen- 
ators. First,  my  colleague  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion proposing  a  joint  committee.  That  was 
opposed,  (it  was  opposed  by  some  gentlemen 
in  the  Senate  who  to-day  are  extravagant  in 
their  desires  to  have  investigation,)  because  it 
would  be  oppressive,  because  it  would  be  wrong 
in  every  respect.  Others  opposed  it  because 
the  resolution  called  for  a  joint  committee,  and 
not  a  committee  of  this  body  alone. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  ask  you,  what  was  the 
action  in  reference  to  the  proposition?  It 
was  discussed  probably  for  one  or  two  days. 
Then  some  gentlemen,  who  had  seemingly 
opposed  investigation,  glided  venr  easily  into 
being  in  favor  of  investigation.  At  first  they 
opposed  it,  because  it  was  to  be  for  a  joint 
committee.  If  that  was  the  real  opposition  to 
the  resolution,  would  it  not  have  been  verv 
easy  to  offer  an  amendment  making  it,  instead 
of  a  joint  committee,  a  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate? That  was  not  done,  however.  The  res- 
olution of  my  colleague  was  not  amended.  No 
Senator  offered  to  amend  it  in  that  way. 

What  is  the  history  that  follows?  By  some 
means  or  other  which  I  will  not  state  another 
resolution  was  arranged,  and  that  resolution 
was  brought  into  the  Senate,  providing  for  a 
standing  committee  of  this  body,  a  Committee 
of  Investigation  and  Retrenchment.  That  res- 
olution, so  far  as  organizing  a  committee  of 
investigation  and  retrenchment  was  concerned, 
was  just  as  strong  as  the  resolution  offered  by 
my  colleague ;  but  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
offer  that  resolution  and  pa.<«s  it  in  the  Senate. . 
Why?  Because  it  was  better  than  apart  of 
the  resolution  of  my  colleague  that  asked  for  a 
committee  of  this  kind?  No,  sir,  but  because 
it  came  from  some  other  source,  in  my  judg- 
ment. That  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate. 

Then  my  colleague  offered  a  part  of  his  res- 
olution as  a  resolution  of  instructions  to  that 
committee,  that  the  committee  should  investi- 
gate certain  things,  certain  disorders,  certain 
questions  in  reference  to  the  Departments  and 
with  reference  to  the  civil  service.  When  he 
offered  that  resolution  he  agreed  to  strike  out 
all  that  referred  to  the  civil  service,  which 
seemed  to  be  objectionable  to  some  Senators, 
so  as  to  make  it  merely  a  resolution  of  instruc- 
tion. The  vote  was  taken  on  that  resolution 
of  instruction,  and  thirty-five  Senators  voted 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  twenty-four  voted  to 
adopt  it  as  instructions  to  the  committee. 

What  next  follows?  The  debate  continues. 
Certain  Senators  seemingly  tried  to  place  cer- 
tain Senators  still  in  antagonism  to  the  Ad- 
ministration, certain  papers  over  the  country 
do  the  same  thinp;,  while  certain  other  papers 
take  a  different  view  of  the  case.  What  then, 
sir?  Then  another 'resolution  finds  its  way 
into  the  Senate,  a  resolution  not  precisely  in 
the  language  of  my  colleague,  but  something 
very  similar,  instructing  this  committee  as  to 
what  they  shall  do,  not  quite  as  strong  as 
the  resolution  of  my  colleague,  but  not  com- 
ing from  him.  After  that  the  committee  is 
organized. 

Now,  sir,  after  you  got  your  committee  organ- 
ized ;  after  you  got  your  resolution  of  instruc- 
tion ;  after  you  got  their  duties  defined  as  to 
what  they  shall  do,  where  they  shall  go,  how 
they  shall  act,  examine  it  altogether,  and  tell 
me  what  the  difference  is  between  that  and  the 
substance  of  the  resolution  offered  by  my  col- 
league. That  was  all  that  he  asked,  and  that 
is  what  you  propose  to  do.  If  you  propose  to 
do  it  now,  why  could  you  not  do  it  at  firatwhen 


he  offered  his  resolution?  Is  it  because  cer- 
tain gentlemen  are  determined  to  force  certain 
other  Senators  into  an  antagonistic  position  to 
them?  Is  that  the  reason?  Are  certain  men 
here  determined  to  control,  no  mstter  who 
may  sink  or  who  may  fall? 

^ow,  sir,  let  us  go  a  little  further.  Yoaare 
going  now  to  investigate,  I  understand.  In- 
vestigate what?  Investigate  the  custom-house 
at  New  York,  says  one  resolution  that  wu  in- 
troduced to-day.  Why  not  agree  to  that  at 
first?  Why  not  agree  to  investigate  anything 
at  first,  without  having  four  or  five  days'  dis- 
cussion, and  then  arrive  at  the  same  ooncln- 
sion  that  was  desired  at  tite  start  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  voted  for  the  resolution  of  my  col- 
league? 

Oh,  but  say  certain  Senators,  these  resolu- 
tions have  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  Well,  will  some  Senator  exphiin  to 
me  what  benefit  this  committee  will  ha  to  the 
country  without  the  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers?  Why,  sir,  when  you  speak  about 
investigating  committees,  what  is  an  investi- 
gating committee  but  a  committee  to  examine 
into  that  which  they  are  directed — toatoertain 
facts?  How  do  you  ascertain  facts?  You 
ascertain  facts  from  testimony.     Hu\t  do  yon 

fet  testimony  before  your  committees?  By 
aving  the  power  to  send  for  witnesses.  Well, 
witnesses  are  persons.  I  f  the  evidence  is  docu- 
mentary, they  have  the  power  to  send  for  papen*. 
Then,  by  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  you 
get  the  testimony  upon  which  yon  base  your 
opinions,  and  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what 
is  wrong  or  whether  there  is  any  wrong. 

But  Senators  say  tliat  this  power  is  extraor* 
dinary ;  this  power  must  not  be  giveu ;  that  is 
to  say,  organize  a  committee  to  investigate, 
but  do  not  give  them  the  power  to  do  itl  It 
reminds  me  of  a  story  that  I  told  in  this 
Chamber  once  before  of  an  old  judee  of  a 
county  court  who  granted  the  prayer  of  a  peti- 
tion asking  for  a  road  and  a  ferry  across  a 
river.  lie  said,  *'The  ferry  am  granted,  and 
the  road  am  not."  [Laughter.]  The  com- 
mittee is  permitted  to  exist,  but  the  power  to 
do  anything  is  taken  from  it.  That  is  the 
argument  of  some  gentlemen  here.  Your 
committee  without  the  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  will  amoant  to  nothing;  it 
will  do  no  good  ;  it  will  be  of  no  advantage 
to  this  country,  or  to  anybody. 

Now,  another  thing  I  desire  to  say.  Let  me 
ask  Senators  here,  why  is  there  such  a  seeming 
desire  on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen  here,  and 
a  majority,  that  certain  Senators  in  this  Cham- 
ber shall  not  be  permitted  to  inaugurate  any 
reform  or  to  do  anything  that  will  be  of  ad* 
vantage  to  the  country  for  fear  they  may  injure 
the  President,  or  somebody  connected  with 
him?  Now,  I  will  say  a  word  on  that  point, 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  for  doing  so, 
because  I  certainly  have  no  right  to  give  advice 
inasmuch  as  I  am  not  considered,  perhaps, 
good  authority  by  certain  gentlemen  here.  It 
makes  very  little  difference  to  me  whether  I 
am  so  considered  or  not  I  am  responsible  to 
my  constituents,  and  to  nobody  else.  Bat  were 
I  President  of  the  United  States  to  day,  and 
had  a  friend  on  this  floor  that  would  either 
directly  or  indirectly  attempt  to  stifle  iuvesti* 
gation,  I  would  send  for  him  and  tell  him  tbst 
his  friendship  in  that  direction  was  not  desir- 
able. Sir,  by  the  action  of  Senators  on  this 
floor,  in  their  bitter  opposition  to  these  resolu- 
tions in  the  Senate  and  out  of  the  Senate,  they 
have  done  what?  You  have  placed  the  Admin- 
istration to-day  in  a  worse  position  than  it  was 
when  this  debate  first  commenced  by  fifty  pef 
cent,  before  the  country. 

You,  that  have  tried  to  be  the  particol&r 
friends,  and  make  us  the  enemies,  *are  to-day 
the  enemies  of  the  Administration  by  your 
own  acts,  and  have  done  it  such  injury  as  will 
cause  the  country  to  believe  there  is  something 
wrong.  Of  course  there  is  no  such  intention} 
there  is  no  improper  motive;  but  it  is  the 
desire  of  certain  men  here  to  make  themselves 
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the  champions  of  the  Administration,  when, 
if  they  should  champion  a  cock-fight  in  the 
manner  in  which  thej  have  this  Administra- 
tion, I  would  ask  them  to  place  somebody  else 
in  charge  for  a  moment.  [Laughter.]  By 
calling  your  little  meetings  and  seekinjr  to 
direct  everybody,  no  man  can  be  an  inde- 
pendent man  in  this  Senate.  Why,  sir?  If 
he  gets  out  of  the  traces  the  least  bit,  accord- 
ing to  a  certain  few,  you  call  a  caucus  on  him, 
[laughter ;]  you  will  settle  him  at  once.  Then 
yon  will  send  it  out  to  the  country  that  he  is 
not  obeying  the  dictates  of  a  Republican  cau- 
cus^ — a  caucus  about  what?  A  caucus  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  country?  No, 
sir,  but  a  caucus  to  advance  the  interests  of 
individuals  and  to  strike  down  others;  and  if 
a  man  refuses  to  vote  as  you  direct  he  is 
connted  out.  I  must  admit  that  there  are  not 
very  many  gentlemen  who  like  to  jump  against 
a  caucus.  1  have  always  been  strange  in  my 
notions,  and  especially  in  not  doing  what 
others  try  to  force  me  to  do ;  and  I  say  to  you 
now  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolutions  again 
:n  this  Senate  if  they  are  offered,  irrespective 
of  caucuses  or  anything  else,  because  I  think 
it  is  right. 

But  to  run  a  party  you  must  have  a  caucus. 
If  some  Senator  does  not  vote  for  a  resolution 
that  some  other  Senator  offers  you  are  to  call 
a  caucus.  If  he  votes  against  something  that 
somebody  else  has  offered,  call  a  caucus  and 
settle  him  by  your  caucus.  It  reminds  me  a 
good  deal  of  school*  boys  playing  marbles,  and 
some  chap  in  the  crowd  Imppens  to  strike 
what  they  call  the  ^*  middle  man ''  a  little  more 
centrally  than  the  rest,  and  they  get  together 
and  read  him  out  of  the  game,  and  tane  his 
marbles  and  play  at  the  game  themselves. 
[Laughter.]  This  is  what  you  call  hone.t 
political  action,  and  every  man  whadoes  not 
come  np  to  the  mark  must  be  read  out,  and  I 
am  one  of  them. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  President  of 
the  United  States  fears  investigation ;  but  yet 
you  have  made  the  country  believe  he  does. 
I  do  not  believe  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
fears  investigation,  or  that  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Qnited  States  does,  but  you  have  made 
the  country  believe  they  do.  1  do  not  believe 
any  of  these  Departments  fear  investigation, 
but  to- day  the  country  believes  they  do  fear  it. 
Why  do  they  believe  it?  They  believe  il  be 
cause  the  course  of  the  majority  of  you  Repub- 
licans here  has  made  them  believe  it. 

There  are  dishonest  men  in  office.  Is  there 
a  Republican  Senator  here  to-day  who  will 
say  tnat  every  officer  appointed  by  this  Admin- 
istration is  an  honest  man  7  It  would  be  very 
strange  if  it  were  so,  and  it  would  be  very 
strange  if  any  President  could  appoint  all  honest 
men  when  they  are  recommended  to  him  by 
everybody.  Hundreds  of  the  appointees  the 
President  never  sees.  He  cannot  be  respons- 
ible for  all  of  them  if  they  are  dishonest,  but 
be  may  if  they  are  proved  to  be  dishonest  and 
not  turned  out.  If  that  is  the  case,  who  should 
fear  investigation  ?  Nobody ;  and  it'  you  have 
didionest  men  in  the  Republican  party,  turn 
them  out.  That  is  what  you  ought  to  do.  it 
is  what  every  party  ought  tod6.  But  how  are 
you  goinff  to  turn  them  out?  There  is  but  one 
way,  and  that  is  to  scrutinize  their  conduct, 
iovesti^e  their  acts,  and  if  you  suspect 
them,  investigate  and  ascertain  whether  ihey 
have  been  dislionest,  and  if  so,  notify  the  Ad- 
Bbiatration,  and  let  them  be  removed  at  once, 
and  ponished  also  if  crimes  are  committed. 
That  is  what  every  party  ought  to  do,  if  they 
would  keep  their  party  organization  respectable 
before  the  country. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  majority  here  has 
been  of  snch  a  character  as  to  lead  the  country 
to  believe  that  there  are  dishonest  men,  that 
thoe  are  thieves  connected  with  this  Admin* 
istraiion,  and  that  you  are  so  afraid  that  they 
will  come  to  light  tnat  y<m  attempt  to  smother 
investigation.  The  country  believes  that.  I 
do  not  Bay  it  is  taroe  by  any  Bteaofi ;  but  I  say 


that  is  what  the  country  believes,  and  you  may 
take  the  leading  papers  from  every  State  in 
this  Union  and  you  will  find  some  such  char- 
acter given  to  their  articles  as  does  lead  the 
country  to  believe  that  the  majority  here  are 
doing  exactly  what  they  ought  not  to  do.  I 
am  sorry  that  it  is  so.  I  am  sorry  that  there  is 
such  a  disposition  shown  here,  unwittingly,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  but  yet  it  has  been  exhib- 
ited in  such  a  way  as  to  satisfy  some  of  us  that 
there  was  a  little  influence  here  to  affect  or 
bear  down  upon  certain  men  who  did  not  hap- 
pen to  vote  a  certain  way  on  some  former 
occasion. 

Now,  sir,  the  question  before  the  Senate  is, 
I  understand,  on  agreeing  to  this  committee 
that  you  have  reported.  Reported  from  where, 
sir?  Well,  reported  from  an  agreement  that 
was  made  by  a  few.  Now,  I  want  to  say  in  all 
candor  that  I  am  not  aggrieved  because  I  am 
not  on  the  committee.  I  did  not  expect  to 
be  on  it.  I  did  not  want  to  be  on  it.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  ask  to  be.  I  have  never  asked 
to  be  on  any  committee ;  but,  by  some  strange, 
accidental  circumstance,  no  one  seems  to  be 
on  the  committee  who  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  in- 
structing the  committee  to  do  certain  things. 
Why  is  this  so  ?  There  were  twenty-four  Sen- 
ators in  this  Chamber  who  voted  for  that  reso- 
lution; there  were  thirty«five  who  voted 
agahist  it.  There  was  a  majority  against  it, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  but  the  twenty-four 
who  voted  for  the  instructions  to  the  commit- 
tee were  the  twenty-ibnr  men  that  voted  earn- 
estly and  honestly  for  the  committee  to  have 
power  to  do  something ;  and  as  to  the  others, 
1  do  not  say  that  they  did  not  vote  just  as  hon- 
estly *,  but  these  men  certainly  did  vote  to  give 
the  committee  power  to  do  something.  Now, 
why  out  of  twenty-four  men  who  voted  for 
that  resolution,  do  we  find  but  one  on  this 
committee  of  seven  ?  Thirty-five  voted  against 
the  resolution,  and  you  find  six  out  of  the 
thirty-five  on  the  comnittee.  I  do  not  think 
ttie  ratio  is  equal ;  it  does  not  aeem  to  me  that 
it  is.  I  know  tha^  there  was  no  intention  about 
it ;  the  intention  was  not  to  exclude  any  of  us 
who  voted  for  it  from  the  committee ;  it  was 
merely  by  accident,  [laughter;]  but  the  acci- 
dent happened  to  strike  only  one  way. 

This  committee  is  an  honorable  committee ; 
this  committee  is  made  up  of  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, because  all  Senators  are  honorable 
gentlemen.  [Laughter.]  It  is  made  up,  too, 
of  gentlemen  whose  private  characters  are  good 
ill  and  out  of  the  Senate ;  gentlemen  against 
whom  I  have  not  a  word  to  say,  and  gentlemen 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respecL  But,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  made  up  of  gentlemen 
of  that  character,  of  honor,  and  of  ability,  and 
of  integrity,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  roakine 
of  it  up  reflects  very  much  credit  on  us.  7 
do  not  Know  whether  the  five  men,  or  the  four 
men,  or  the  three  men  that  selected  this  com- 
mittee— because  they  were  not  selected  by 
everybody  here;  I  think  about  five  is  the  num- 
ber in  this  Senate  that  does  generally  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Senate,  as  far  as  arranging  things 
is  concerned — about  five,  [laughter ;]  four  or 
five ;  I  may  not  be  correct  in  the  number,  but 
not  over  five.  [Laughter.]  I  have  no  partic- 
ular objection  to  that ;  but  I  do  tbiuk,  and  I 
call  the  attention  of  Senators  to  it,  Uie  country 
will  take  just  about  this  view  of  it:  the  country 
will  say  there  is  something,  we  do  not  know 
what  it  is,  but  there  is  something  about  this 
that  is  strange  to  us. 

Here  are  seven  excellent  gentlemen  selected 
to  investigate  something — to  investigate  what  ? 
Nobody  knows.  But  everybody  thinks  there 
is  something,  and  they  will  begin  to  ask  this 
question:  how  is  this  committee  made  up? 
Here  are  ten  or  twelve  Republicans,  at  least 
gentlemen  who  claim  to  be  Republicans,  that 
vote  one  way  and  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
Democrats  voting  the  same  way.  What  is  the 
matter  wiili  these  twelve  Republicans  ?  Who 
are  th^  ?    Senator  Sotcnkb,  Senater  Wilsok,  I 


my  colleague.  Senator  Ferut,  and  other  Sen- 
ators that  I  could  name— some  ten  or  twelve — 
what  is  the  matter  with  these  gemlemen  ?  Are 
thev  honest?  Are  they  dishone;»t?  How  is 
it  that  this  Senate  ignores  these  men  all  tlie 
time  ?  How  is  it  that  they  are  determined  that 
their  resolutions  shall  never  pass?  How  is  it 
that  they  are  determined  that  none  of  them 
shall  be  on  a  committee  of  this  kind? 

As  I  said  before,  I  have  aotiiiog  to  investi- 
gate, no  dharges  to  make.  I  do  not  know  of 
anything  mysel£  I  know  I  have  no  feeling  in 
the  world  against  anybody  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  but  1  want  it  done  right,  and  that  is  all 
I  desire.  So  far  as  charging  me  as  being  an 
anti-Administration  man  because  I  voted  for 
this  resolution  is  concerned,  men  might  as  well 
charge  me  with  being  for  the  Administration 
because  1  did.  ^  I  said  nothing  for  tlie  Admin- 
istration ;  I  said  nothing  against  it ;  I  said 
nothing  either  way.  Why  should  I  be  charged 
with  being  against  the  Administration  because 
I  voted  for  resolutions  that  were  in  the  interest 
of  the  Administration  7  In  my  judgment  if  it 
is  an  honest  one,  and  I  believe  it  is,  if  it  will 
not  bear  investigation  it  is  not  fit  to  be  the 
Administration  of  the  country.  If  it  can,  and 
I  believe  it  can  stand  investigation,  then  it  is 
fit  to  be.  Therefore,  sir,  I  was  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  shall  be  in  favor  of  it  again, 
and  I  do  beg  of  these  Senators  of  more  expe- 
rience than  I  have,  men  whom  I  admit  are  men 
of  great  ability,  and  of  great  wisdom,  men  of 
great  political  sagacity,  men  that  the  country 
looks  to  as  a  matter  of  course  to  manage  these 
affairs — I  hope  their  management  will  be  a 
little  different  in  the  future,  especially  if  they 
desire  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  Republican 
party  and  the  present  Administration. 

MKSSAGB   FROM  TUB  H008K. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Clintok  Lloyd,  its  Chief  Clerk, 
announced  that  the  House  had  passed  the 
following  bill  and  joint  resolution ;  in  which  it 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1)  to  revise,  consolidate, 
and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to  the  Post 
Office  Department ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65)  relating 
to  the  limitation  of  steam  pressure  on  towing 
and  freight  boats  on  the  Mississippi  river  and 
its  tributaries. 

SBNATOB  FROM  OEOKQIA. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  from  the  CommiUee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  credentials  of  Foster  Blodgett  and 
Thomas  M.  Norwood,  each  claiming  a  seat  as 
Senator  from  the  State  of  (Georgia  ibr  the  term 
which  commenced  March  4,  1871,  submitted  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  Uie  following 
resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  Thomas  M.  Norwood  is  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  tkie  Swsato  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Qeorgia  for  the  term  commencinf  Maroh  4,  1871, 
and  that  he  be  admitted  to  the  same. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
iind  be  printed. 

BTRAM  TOW-BOATS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  aak  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  pass  a  resolution  ^ing 
on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Cabprn- 
TBB  in  the  chair.)  The  Chair  will  lay  before 
the  Senate  a  resolution  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65)  relating 
to  the  limitation  of  steam  pressure  on  towiog 
and  freight  boats  on  the  Mississippi  river  ana 
its  tributaries  was  read  by  its  title. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  that  it  be  read  at 
length,  and  I  desire,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
have  it  passed  how. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  there 
objection  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Has  it  been  referred  to  a 
committee? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  has  not. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    It  has  been  practically. 
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Theobunn&Dof  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
has  exRmmed  the  mstter.  It  merely  saipenda 
for  six  moDtbi  >  reatrictiOD  as  U>  barges  on  the 


resentalivea. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  ital*  that  it  U 
fullr  nnderstood. 

The  PBBSiDlNG  OFFICER.  la  there 
objection  to  tbeprsMtit  consideration  of  this 
joint  KBolutioD  T    The  Chair  bean  none. 

Hr.  CHANDLER.  Itbiaktliereisnoobjeo- 


iB  hundred  a. 


I  flftr  p> 


iii*e  yielded 
0  make  any 


Mr.  CHANDLER.    It  applie; 

Mr.  KDMUNDS.  I  f>uppase 
aftertheCommitieeon  Comrnerc 
on  this  point,  for  anybody  e!ae 
opposifioiif  and  ao  I  merely  rise 
think  tliTB  a  bill  which  ouglit  n. 
To  allow  to  be  carried  on^  hundrfd  and  filly 
pounds  to  tbe  aqnnre  inch  on  the  boiler  ol' 
unyihing  except  a  locomoiive  which  is  on  land, 
and  the  explosion  of  which  will  iryure  nobody 
butihepeoplewhoronit,uauaUy,i»,  in  my  opin- 
ion, a  wrong  to  the  public.  The  ezploaion  of 
a  tug  frequently  endangers  the  liiea  of  hun- 
dreds of  iadividusls  who  are  not  responaible 
for  ita  management ;  but  I  suppose  It  is  entirely 
uaelesi  to  object,  and  I  rise  merely  in  order  to 
expresa  my  dissent  from  any  Bucb  proporiiiion. 

Mr.  THURUAN.  1  um  sure  that  if  my 
friend  had  seen  the  tugs  which  are  uaed  on 
Ibe  Ohio  and  Miaaisaippi  he  would  m 


the  Bl 


which  > 


o  the 


Senate.  They  are  moat  serviceable  boi  , 
rying  no  passengerg,  lowing  baries,  and  by 
their  use  and  the  towage  of  the  barges  ihey 
reduce  the  freights  on  the  heavy  articles  ef 
coal  and  ssU,  I  should  think  twenty  percent, 
or  nearly  so— that  ia  a  mere  estimate  of  mine — 
below  what  they  would  otherwise  be.  1  think 
tbe  univereal  feeling  on  the  part  of  thoae  en- 
gaged in  the  basiness,  as  well  aa  thoae  who  are 
'    ir  customers,  is  in  favor  of  this  resoli  ' ' 


ight  that  il 


Mr.  SCOTT.  . 

drew  that  bill,  and  were  inBiramenial  in  having 
it  passed,  that  the  regulation  with  reference  to 
the  pressure  upon  tbe  steam  boilers  would  not 
apply  to  steam  tugboats  upon  the  wesLern 
waters.  It  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  them, 
and  the  practical  effect  of  applying  it  to  them 
now  is  to  virtnally  laysnembargo,  a  blockade, 
npon  a  very  large  8eet  of  tow-l>oats  upon  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  I  an  informed 
by  those  who  are  interested  in  the  bn sin eas  thai 
there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  of 
iron  ore  lying  at  Carondelet  that  cannot  be 
bronght  ap  the  river  for  tbe  reason  that  this 
restriction  imposed  upon  the  steam  towboata 
disables  them  in  reality  from  bringing  >  cargo 
up  the  river.  I  presented  this  morning  a  large 
number  of  petitions  from  all  claseesof  persons 
interested  in  this  busineas,  asking  ihat  this  re- 
striction be  removed,  and  since  I  presented 
them  I  have  received  another  large  bundle  of 
peUtionsaskingihatthis  restriction  be  removed. 
The  parties  in  inieresi  desire  (hut  ii  be  removed ; 
and  if  we  adjourn  over  the  Christmas  recess 
withoat  granting  tbis  relief  we  iofliot  k  rerj 


great  injnry  on  tbe  busineas  interests  of  the 
Ohio  and  Hisnssippi  valleys. 

Mr.  THURUAN:  I  ought  to  have  staled 
one  fact;  that  before  tbe  pasiafe  of  this  act 
the  tagbosta  were  accustomed  to  use  one 
hundred  and  siz^  pounds  of  steam  to  the 
•qnare  inch,  and  I  believe  I  msy  safely  affirm 
that  such  a  thing  as  a  tug-boat  esploding  on 
the  Ohio  or  Mississiuipi  river  never  was 
heard  of.  They  are  the  strongest  vassals  that 
are  built 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  whether 
anything  will  explode  on  the  Ohio  or  Hisais- 
sippi  river.  I  see  that  there  have  been  some 
ezplosiona  in  the  West,  lately  too,  perhaps  not 
exactly  on  those  rivers. 

Hr.  THCRMAN.    They  were  not  tags. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  1  do  not  say  what  they 
were.  Rut,  Mr.  President,  everybody  who  bsa 
studied  the  question  of  navigation  by  steam, 
and  who  knowa  that  these  tugs  go  into  crowded 
harbors,  tying  alongside  of  piers  where  hun. 
dreda  and  aometimes  thousands  of  people  are 
within  tbe  reach  of  destrnetioo  if  tbey  do  ex- 
plode, will  never  consent,  in  order  to  increase 
the  carrying  of  ooal  or  iron,  to  exposinK  the 
lives  of  citizens  to  such  a  riak  aa  thia  ia.  There 
ia  no  difficulty  in  getting  plenty  of  motive 
power  if  you  adjust  your  machinery  and  boilers 
to  proper  relations  to  each  other,  with  a  pres- 
sure of  one  hundred  pounds  instead  of  one 
hundred  and  ten,  as  the  law  now  allows;  but 
the  trouble  is  that  these  people  have  built  their 
boilers  so  small  that  they  cannot  make  steam 
fast  enough  without  crowding  on  a  heat  that  is 
perfectly  frightful. 

I,  for  one,  will  never  consent,  having  in 
charge  in  part  tbe  lives  as  well  as  the  profits 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  toanthor- 
ize  any  man  or  set  of  men  to  expose  tbe 
lives  of  their  fellow- citizens  in  the  towns  and 
in  these  towa  to  snch  immeasurable  risk  as  tbe 
paantge  of  a  bill  of  this  kind  will.  But,  as  I 
say,  after  my  good  fiiend  from  Michigan,  who 
knowa  jnst  as  well  as  I  do,  and  he  will  teil 
you  BO,  that  ^is  is  taking  a  prodigious  risk, 
has  yielded,  I  have  no  expectation  that  the 
Senatewill  take  my  view  aboniit.  J  only  wish 
to  say  that  1  shall  vote  against  iL 

Tbe  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  TRaif BULU    Is  that  »  joint  resoln- 

Mr.  CONELINGud  others.  It  onght  to 
be  changed  to  a  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  ought  to  be  obangcd 
to  a  bill ;  we  have  a  law  on  that  subject. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  is  a 
HoDse   joint    resolution,    and  can    ool;   be 


the  Revision  of  the  Laws.  Tbis  ia  amiul 
of  the  code;  it  oufht  to  go  to  the  ComniiiH 
on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     Very  weU. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  mo>e  that  IhebiU  ht 
referred  to  the  Comniittee  on  tbe  Revisiooof 
the  Laws. 

The  motion  wsa  sgreed  to. 

libkarian's  report. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  lask  lesvelo 
submit  the  annual  report  of  tbe  Librarian  of 
Congress;  and  1  make  the  ordiuuy  iBolioa 
that  the  ususl  number  of  copies  be  printed, 
and  five  hundred  extra  copies  fot  the  ua  tf 
the  Librarian. 

Tbe  aolioo  was  agreed  to. 

COMVITTIR  OH 


offered  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Iitud, 
[Mr.  Antbost.1 

Mr.  POOL.  I  rise  to  say  that  if  thii  com- 
mittee ia  raised  I  ahall  aak  the  Senate  loeicgw 
me  from  serving  upon  it,  and  I  think  I  ihall 
be  able  to  give  the  Senate  reaaons  for  itlhU 
will  induce  them  to  excuse  me.  1  thoDjil>'it 
proper,  perhaps,  that  I  should  give  that  notica 
now  before  the  question  is  taken. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qnet- 
tion  is  on  the  passage  of  the  resolutian  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  a  rMoklion  to 
appoint  certain  Senators  aa  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Secre- 
tary will  report  the  resolution. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolulign,  ufol- 

Rctalved,  That  tli«  Commitles  of  IiiTBtir»twB 
and  Rttreaobraent  b<  camposed  of  tli*  rollDHini 
Ssnalan;  Mr.  BucKiNaHiH.lahaiman.Jili.  Fun. 
Mr.  UowK.  Mr.  Haklih.  Mr.  SriWASr,  Mi.Fdol, 
Mr.  BiTAan.  and  Mr.  CisslSLT. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  move  to  amend IbW 
resolution  by  adding  these  words; 

And  that  said  Committee  of  InTcitioUon  W 
Kctrenchment  bs  JDdrDcted  lo  inquira  into  tbt  u- 
pcndltarM  In  ill  hnncfaeg  ofth*  ■■rrimortki  Cm- 
teJ  atat«.  and  to  roport  wbstb*r  ur  ud  wblt 
offices  oogb'  to  be  aboliihed  ;  whether MT  ud  abil 
lalu-iBS  brulluwjLuceaoughttobareduced:  vhdire 


tiublia  moneyi:  wt 
llecally;  whelligr 


mploTod  In  the  pnblK 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tbe  joint 
resolution  is  subject  to  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  amend  it  so 
as  to  make  it  a  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tbe  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  Irom 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  asked  for  a  division  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  which  resulted — sjes  SS, 
noes  IS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

POSTAL  LAWB. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1)  to  revise,  consolid- 
ate, and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  was  read  twice  by  its 
title. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Let  that  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Ml.  EDMUNDS.     We  have  a  Committee  on 
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Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
said  here  to  day  that  the  conntry  believea  from 
what  has  taken  placein  the  Senate  in  the  courif 
of  Lhis  disoussion  there  is  i<ome  great  corrup- 
tion existing  in  this  Adminialraiion,  and  that 
there  whs  o  majority  of  the  Uepublicana  in  the 
Senate  who  wertafraid  to  have  it  investigated, 
and  who  are  working  to  cover  it  op.  Thoae 
Senators  who  have  said  ihts  may  believe  it  lo 
be  true,  but  I  for  one  desire  to  say  that  I  ihinlt 
the  country  believes  no  such  a  Ihing.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  intelligence  in  the  connur, 
and  I  think  ih' people  will  put  a  very  diferent 
estimate  on  this  whole  proceeding,  and  so  br 
from  imputing  to  the  mujority  of  tbti  Senate 
a  desire  to  cover  sp  fraud  and  protect  ctici- 
inals  and  to  prevent  investigstion  ihey  will 
be  apt  to  suppose  that  there  liave  been  otii" 
motives  and  other  purposes  at  work. 

It  is  rather  an  ungracious  business,  I  sliODla 
suppose,  to  attempt  to  cast  suspicion  npon  asy 
of  the  members  of  this  Senate  or  a  majari'f 
of  them;  and  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  dur- 
ing the  course  ofthis  disoussion,  from  the  time  it 
firiit  commenced,  ihere  baa  been  a  deliberate 
Btt«mpt  to  tnaka  an  impretaioa  upoa  the  eoiu- 
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try  tbat  there  were  Senators  here  who  were  de- 
firoas  of  avoiding  investigation  upon  the  ground 
that  the  Administration  could  not  stand  invest- 
igation. 

I  for  one  feel  that  that  insinuation,  whether 
made  directly  or  indirectly,  is  unjust,  and  that 
those  who  have  appeared  to  make  it  have  not 
done  themselves  justice  and  have  not  eiven 
themselves  credit  before  the  country,     f  im- 

rnte  nothing  to  the  motives  of  any  Senator ; 
never  do  that.  I  never  impugn  the  sin- 
cerity or  the  patriotism  of  any  Senator ;  but 
the  attempt  that  has  been  made  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion  to  cast  suspicion  upon  the 
majority  of  this  body  in  my  opinion  is  most 
unjust.  Ii  is  without  evidence  to  justify  it, 
and  if  it  is  to  have  any  effect  it  will  be  on 
those  who  made  it. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  remarked 
in  the  opening  of  this  discussion  to  day  that 
there  was  no  person  appointed  on  this  com- 
mittee who  haa  voted  for  investigation  in  its 
strongest  form :  I  believe  I  use  his  language. 
Now,  I  would  like  to  know,  and  I  would  like 
to  have  that  Senator  state  before  I  go  any  fur- 
ther, what  foundation  there  is  in  any  vote 
which  has  been  taken  in  this  body  that  justi- 
fies that  remark. 

Mr.  SUMNBB.  Does  the  Senator  wish  a 
reply  now  7 

Mr.  MORTON.     Yes,  sir,  I  wish  a  reply. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  mean  that  there  is  no 
Senator  on  the  committee,  according  to  my 
knowledge,  who  has  sustained  by  speech  or 
vote  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
who  began  this  appeal  for  investigation.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  is  not  on  the  committee, 
and  none  of  those  who  were  associated  with 
him  in  umng  that  important  investigation. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  so  nnderstood  the  Sen- 
ator; but  I  wanted  to  have  it  distinctly  stated 
that  he  meant  that  those  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  were 
considered  as  voting  for  investigation  in  the 
strongest  form,  and  that  those  who  did  not  so 
vote  did  not  vote  for  investigation  in  the  strong- 
est form,  or  rather  voted  against  iL 

Now,  Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  what  I  did  once  be 
fore,  tbat,  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  no  authority  would  be  conferred 
upon  the  committee  to  investigate  a  single 
fraud.  1  make  that  statement  now,  and  I  ihink 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  himself  will  hardly 
controvert  it.  I  think  he  hasaccepted  that  as 
being  the  true  construction  of  his  resolution, 
tiMt  that  resolution  as  he  first  offered  it,  and 
as  be  now  offers  it.  does  not  empower  the  com- 
mittee to  investigate  any  fraud. 

Now,  what  has  been  said  during  the  course 
of  this  discussion  ?   It  has  been  said  that  there 
were  great  frauds  committed  in  the  Adminis- 
tration ;  that  there  was  rottenness ;  that  there 
was  corruption ;  that  this  should  be  ferreted 
oot,  and  the  criminals  should  be  brought  to 
light;  and  it  has  been  said  that  this  would  be 
brooght  about  by  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois.     I  say  now  that  that  res- 
olotion  has  been  sailing  here  under  false  colors 
from  beginning  to  end ;  tbat  it  contains  no 
aotbority  to  investigate  frauds,  and  it  is  not 
the  first  time  that  attention  has  been  called  to 
that  fact;  and  yet,  because  it  did  not  meet 
with  the  judgment  of  the  majority  in  the  be 
ginning  to  support  that  resolution,  it  has  been 
heralded  throughout  the  country  that   they 
were  disposed  to  cover  up  fraud,  and  that  has 
beeo  the  broad  intimation  in  this  Senate  to 
day.     Now,  I  propose  to  examine  that  resolu- 
ttoo,  and  I  will  challenge  the  Senator  when  I 
am  th cough  to  controvert  the  position  I  take 
in  regard  to  it.     The  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  was  to  TAise  a  joint  Committee 
OB  Retrenchment.     Thai  was  the  name  of  it: 

/te^oived  by  fhe  S*nate,  (the  Honse  of  Ropresent- 
•tivea  eoncarrinff.)  Tbat  a  jotnt  select  Committee  on 
E«tr«Bchment.  conaistinff  of  foar  members  of  tbe 
Senate  and  seven  membei^  of  tbe  House,  be  ap- 
PcHcted  by  the  Presiding  Olncers  of  the  two  Uouscs, 
■ad  that  said  committee  be  ioitrnotod  to  inqoira 


into  the  ezpeaditares  in  all  branohes  of  the  service 
of  tbe  United  States,  and  to  report  whetlierany  and 
wbat  offices  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Is  there  any  squinting  toward  an  investi- 
gation of  fraud  in  that  branch  of  this  reso- 
lution? It  is  called  a  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment. What  does  retrenchment  mean?  Re- 
trenchment of  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment means  to  diminish  them.  It  does  not 
ever  refer  to  frauds,  but  it  refers  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  offices  or  to  toe  diminution  of  expenses ; 
it  refers  to  an  alteration  of  the  law  or  habits 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  business.  Csm 
it  be  pretended  that  under  tbat  branch  of  this 
resolution  there  is  any  authority  to  investigate 
a  fraud  ?  The  next  is,  ^^  whether  any  and  what 
salaries  or  allowances  ought  to  be  reduced.^' 
That  is  not  an  in vesti {Ration  of  fraud.  That 
is  an  investigation  of  law  in  connection  with 
the  nature  of  tbe  business.  **  What  sal(iries 
or  allowances  ought  to  be  reduced.'-  Will  it 
be  claimed  that  under  that  branch  of  the  reso- 
lution the  committee  will  have  power  to  investi- 
^te  the  general-order  business  as  a  matter  of 
fraud,  or  to  investigate  the  Chorpenning  claim 
as  a  matter  of  fraud?  It  does  not  even  look 
to  it  by  indirection.  What  is  the  next?  *'  What 
are  the  methods  of  procuring  accountability  in 
public  officers  or  agents  in  the  care  and  dis- 
bursement of  public  moneys.'' 

That  is  simply  an  examination  of  the  laws 
under  which  tne  business  is  done.  The  inquiry 
is  as  to  what  is  the  method  of  accountability. 
It  makes  no  reference  to  the  perpetration  of 
frauds,  makes  no  reference  to  plunderings,  but 
is  simply  a  question  of  law  in  connection  with 
the  business  of  the  Government.  Can  it  be 
supposed  for  a  8in£[le  moment  that  that  con- 
templates the  investigation  of  &auds? 

Again: 

"  Whether  moneys  have  been  paid  oat  illegally." 

It  has  been  claimed  heretofore  that  money 
has  been  paid  out  after  the  appropriations  have 
been  exhausted,  and  that  there  have  been  public 
expenditures  made  in  the  course  of  administra- 
tion that  were  not  authorized  by  law.  This  is 
intended  to  reach  that  evil,  if  there  be  such  an 
evil.  It  does  not,  even  by  intendment  or  indi- 
rection, look  to  the  question  of  frauds  on  the 
part  of  a  bank  examiner,  on  the  part  of  a  pay- 
master, or  on  the  part  of  a  clerk  in  tbe  Treas- 
ury Department.  It  is  a  question  of  law,  to 
be  determined  by  an  examination  of  the  law. 

What  is  the  next? 

**  Whether  any  officers,  or  agents,  or  other  persons, 
have  been  or  are  employed  in  the  publio  service 
without  authority  of  law  or  nnneeessarily." 

That  does  not  even  squint  at  an  examination 
for  fraud ;  but  are  there  persons  employed  with- 
out authority  of  law ;  are  there  supernumera- 
ries— a  question  to  be  determined  by  lookin^r 
at  the  law  and  by  looking  at  the  number  of 
persons  employed,  and  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  employed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  it 
wOnld  not  be  a  case  of  fraud  if  a  person  was 
employed  illegally  by  any  branch  of  .the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  public  money  disbursed  to 
pay  that  individual  for  such  illegal  employ- 
ment? 

Mr.  MORTON.  There  might  be  a  case  of 
fraud  of  that  kind  ^  but  what  I  mean  to  say 
is  that  this  resolution  does  not  look  to  the 
investigation  of  fraud,  but  looks  to  the  examin- 
ation of  tbe  business  of  the  Departments. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Now,  I  will  ask  my 
friend,  as  he  admits  that  the  resolndon  covers 
that  case  of  fraud,  if  it  is  not  necessary  that 
the  committee  should  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  in  order  to  ferret  out  that 
kind  of  fraud  ?  At  any  rate,  I  will  say  that  the 
Committee  on  Retrenchment,  from  the  moment 
of  its  inception  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Vermont,  so  inter- 
preted their  powers. 

Mr.  MORTON.    Very  well ;  it  may  be  that 


it  might  be  necessary  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  to  find  out  whether  persons  have  been 
illegally  employed;  but  I  undertake  to  say 
that  whenever  the  committee  assumed  a  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  to  investigate  frauds  under 
the  pretense  of  finding  out  whether  persons 
have  been  illegally  employed  it  was  a  usurpa- 
tion. I  am  not  meaning  to  say  that  the  com- 
mittee did  investigate  under  that  head. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  explain  to  my 
friend.  Take  a  single  illustration.  It  was 
reported  that  persons  were  paid,  for  instance, 
in  the  custom-house  at  New  York  who  never 
did  any  work,  and  that  money  was  disbursed 
to  those  individuals  as  though  they  were  em- 
ployed. I  do  not  state  that  such  was  the  fact, 
but  I  simply  say  that  it  was  so  alleged.  Now, 
we  had  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  iU  order 
to  discover  whether  that  wae  tbe  fact. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  not  objecting  to  that 
criticism.  An  examination  as  to  whether  per- 
sons are  employed  illegally  is  a  proper  subject 
of  inquiry,  under  this  resolution ;  but  what  I 
mean  to  say  is  that  that  confers  no  power  to 
go  into  the  investigation  of  frauds  such  as  it 
has  been  charged  we  are  trying  to  cover  up, 
and  that  the  whole  pretense  upon  that  subject 
is  false  from  beginninsr  to  end ;  not  that  it  haa 
been  made  in  any  spirit  of  that  sort,  but  there 
is  no  foundation  for  it  in  point  of  fact.  Now 
I  come  to  the  next  branch — 

And  generally  how  and  to  what  extent  the  ex- 
penses of  tbe  service  of  the  country  may  and  out bt 
to  be  curtailed. 

Does  that  look  to  the  investigation  of  particu- 
lar cases  of  fraud,  such  as  the  Hodge  defalca- 
.tion?  It  instructs  the  committee  to  inquire 
how  the  general  expenses  of  this  Government 
can  be  reduced,  where  they  can  be  lopped  off 
here  and  lopped  off  there,  and  does  not  con- 
template or  look  to  investigations  of  particu- 
lar cases  of  fraud  where  a  man  was  holding 
office  properly  but  availed  himself  of  that  office 
to  commit  a  fraud. 

I  have  now  read  all  there  is  of  this  resolution 
except  the  matter  of  civil  service  reform,  and  I 
shall  come  to  that  in  a  moment.  Now,  I  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  my  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts to  the  fact  when  he  imputes  to  this  Senate 
a  purpose  to  cover  up  fraua  because  they  did 
not  vote  for  that  resolution,  that  that  resolu- 
tion does  not  on  its  face  contemplate  the  exam- 
ination of  fraud  at  all. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  attributes  to 
me  language  which  never  haa  fallen  trom  my 
lips.  My  comment  on  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  was  that  it  was  not  parliamentary. 
I  have  said  nothing  about  frauds;  the  word 
has  not  fallen  from  my  lips. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  may,  perhaps,  in  my 
memory  have  attributed  to  the  Senator  remarks 
tbat  fell  from  others. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  is  arguing 
against  a  shadow  that  he  has  set  up. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  Senator  disclaims 
that,  it  is  all  right ;  but  certainly  it  has  been 
said,  time  and  again,  during  the  course  of  this 
debate*  that  the  country  would  understand 
(and  gentlemen  seemed  to  desire  to  have  the 
country  understand)  that  because  that  reso- 
lution was  not  voted  for  it  was  to  prevent  the 
examination  of  fraud ;  and  yet  when  you  come 
to  the  resolution  you  find  that  there  is  no 
authority  there  to  examine  for  frauds.  Nearly 
all  of  the  questions  submitted  by  this  reso- 
lution are  questions  of  law  to  be  determined 
by  an  examination  of  the  law-books  and  by 
the  records  of  the  Departments.  That  which 
comes  nearest  to  it  is  the  matter  to  which  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  called  my  atten- 
tion, the  examination  as  to  whether  persona 
have  been  illegally  employed,  and  that  doea 
not  contemplate  an  examination  beyond  the 
fact  whether  there  are  persons  upon  the  roll 
of  any  office  who  have  no  authority  to  be  there. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  to  the  next 

branch  of  this  resolution : 

And  also  to  oonsider  the  expedienoy  of  so  amend- 
ing  tbe  laws  under  wbicb  appointments  to  the  public 
service  are  now  made  as  to  provide  for  the  seleetton 
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of  sabordinate  officers  aflor  doe  examination  by 
proper  boards:  their  continaance  in  offioe  dorinf 
specified  terms,  unless  dismissed  upon  charges  pre- 
ferred and  sustained  before  tribunals  designated  for 
that  purpose;  and  for  withdrawing  the  public  ser- 
▼ioc  from  being  used  as  an  instrument  of  political 
or  purty  patronage. 

I  have  already  said  that  I  believed  there  was 
room  for  civil  service  reform.  I  am  in  favor 
of  reformation  as  much  as  anj  Senator  upon 
this  floor ;  but  I  have  not  talked  about  it  half 
as  much  as  some.  There  are  those  here  who 
must  have  civil  service  reform  for  breakfast,  for 
lunch,  for  dinner, and  for  tea;  they  live,  move, 
and  have  their  bcins  in  civil  service  reform. 
It  is  the  one  great  tiling  of  all  others  that  is 
now  agitating  and  stirring  this  country  to  its 
very  depths.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  two  of 
them  agree  as  to  what  it  should  be.  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress  this  question  was  re- 
ferred by  an  act,  which  I  ask  the  Secretary  to 
rend,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  following  language. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  section  nine  of  the  act 

of  March  8,  1871,  as  follows: 

*'That  the  President  of  the  United  StUes  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  authorised  to  prescribe  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons  into  the  civil 
service  of  the  United  States  as  will  best  promote  the 
efficiency  thereof,  and  ascertain  the  fitness  of  each 
candidate  in  respect  to  age,  health,  character,  knowl- 
edge, and  ability  for  the  branch  of  service  into  which 
he  seeks  to  enter;  and  for  this  purpose  the  Prwident 
is  authorized  to  employ  suitable  persons  to  conduct 
said  inquiries,  to  prescribe  their  duties,  and  to  estab- 
lish regulations  for  the  conduct  of  persons  who  may 
receive  appointments  in  the  civil  service." 

Mr.  MORTON.  By  that  act  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  civil  service  reform  was  referred  to  the 
[President  of  the  United  States.  He  appointed 
a  commission,  consisting  of  five  distingnished 
menj  for  the  purpose  of  considering  it  and 
making  a  report  to  him,  which  report,  when 
made,  he  will  no  doubt  lay  before  Congress. 
These  men  have  been  in  session  upon  this  sub- 
ject now  about  four  months ;  I  am  told  they 
are  nearly  ready  to  report ;  but  before  the  re- 
port can  be  made,  in  anticipation  of  it,  before 
the  world  can  know  the  result  of  their  labors, 
the  subject  is  again  to  be  brought  forward  in 
Congress,  referred  to  a  committee  de  notfOt 
who  are  to  go  to  work  just  as  if  Nothing  had 
been  done. 

Now,  I  make  no  imputations  myself;  I  judge 
not  of  the  motives  oi  men  ;  but  I  undertake 
to  say  that  impartial  observers  who  have  no 
connection  with  this  matter  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  purpose  is  to  ignore  the 
President  in  this  whole  business,  to  give  him 
the  go-by.  Impartial  observprs  will  say,  and 
It  cannot  be  prevented,  (and  they  will  say  that 
much  more  readily  than  they  are  going  to 
attribute  to  the  mnjority  of  the  Senate  the 
covering  up  of  fraud) — impartial  observers  will 
say  that  apprehensions  are  entertained  that 
the  President  will  get  the  credit  for  civil  ser* 
vice  reform,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  step  in 
before  be  does  that  and  bring  the  whole  sub- 
ject forward  in  the  Senate  for  ogitation,  and 
if  posiiible  endeavor  to  wrest  it  from  him. 
What  other  purpose  is  there  in  this? 

Mr.  SCUUUZ.  Will  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana allow  me  a  word  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SCHDKZ.  The  Senator  will  remem- 
ber that  the  only  civil  service  reform  introduced 
during  this  session,  and  I  think  during  this 
Congress,  was  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  in  front  of  me,  [Mr.  Edmunds,]  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ; 
and  I  am  somewhat  inclined  to  think  that  the 
Senator  himself  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.    Voted  for  the  bill? 

Mr.  SCHUHZ.     Voted  for  referring  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  think  we  take 
votes  on  referring  very  often.  It  is  occasionally 
done  where  there  is  a  dispute  between  two 
committees.  The  Sen  at  or  from  Vermont  intro- 
duced a  bill  of  this  kind,  and  1  think  he  gnve 
his  reason  for  it  at  the  time;  but  here  from 
the  very  beginning  we  find  an  attempt  made  to 
instruct  a  committee  to  consider  this  whole 
question  and  present  it  to  the  Senate.    I  ask, 


what  is  the  object  of  that?  Why  cannot  these 
gentlemen  wait  until  we  havd  heard  from  this 
commission  ?  They  have  given  the  subject  their 
undivided  attention  for  mouths.  I  look  for 
their  report  with  great  interest.  I  expect  to 
find  in  It  much  that  will  instruct  me.  Five 
able  men  have  turned  a««ide  from  the  other 
pursuits  of  life  and  the  other  questions  before 
the  public  and  have  been  considering  this  ques- 
tion of  civil  service  reform ;  and  when  they 
are  nearly  ready  to  report,  an  attempt  is  made 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  go  forward  and 
examine  the  whole  subject  as  if  nothing  had 
been  done.  I  ask  why  they  could  not  have 
waited  until  that  report  had  been  made.  Was 
it  respectful  to  the  President,  who  had  been 
charged  by  a  law  of  Congress  with  this  very 
subject,  to  attempt  to  anticipate  the  whole 
thing,  acting  just  as  if  he  had  taken  no  steps 
in  the  matter? 

As  I  said  before,  the  impartial  observer  will 
say  that  apprehensions  have  been  entertained 
that  the  President  will  get  the  credit  before 
the  country  of  making  great  reforms  in  the 
civil  service,  and  that  it  is  important  for  polit- 
ical purposes  that  that  should  be  taken  from 
l)im,  and  the  question  brought  back  into  Con- 
gress before  he  has  time  to  present  to  the  coun- 
try the  labors  of  that  commission.  I  am  not 
saying  myself  that  that  is  the  purpose ;  I  cast 
no  imputations;  but  when  Senators  talk  about 
what  the  country  will  believe,  I  tell  them  the 
country  will  believe  that.  And  yet,  because 
we  have  not  beeii  willing  to  adopt  this  resolu- 
tion with  the  instruction  in  it  that  this  com- 
mittee shall  go  forward  and  examine  again  the 
whole  question  of  civil  service  reform,  it  is  to 
go  forth  to  the  country  that  we  are  trying  to 
cover  up  fraud ;  that  we  are  trying  to  protect 
the  Administration  against  examinations  that 
it  cannot  stand. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  regard  to  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  first  clause  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  they  really 
involve,  so  far  as  retrenchment  is  concerned, 
the  examination  of  every  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. They  do  not  involve  the  investiga- 
tion of  frauds  that  gentlemen  talk  so  much 
about.  Is  this  discussion  indicative  of  the 
character  of  the  next  campaign?  Is  the  next 
campaign  to  be  conducted  by  general  charges 
of  frauds,  and  are  these  general  and  wholesale 
charges  of  fraud  to  take  the  place  of  princi- 
ples and  policy?  The  Opposition  being  unable 
to  present  principles  and  policy  to  the  country, 
is  the  Administration  to  be  borne  down  by 
wholesale  charges.  And  when  it  comes  to  par- 
ticular specifications,  they  are  very  few.  There 
has  been  one  made  during  the  course  of  this 
debate  in  regard  to  the  general-order  system  iu 
the  custom-house  at  New  York. 

I  suppose  it  was  the  expectation  that  the 
country  would  believe  that  we  were  afraid  to 
have  an  investigation  upon  that  subjecL  But 
the  Senator  from  New  York  has  come  forward 
this  morning,  not  with  a  general  resolution 
covering  all  creation,  but  with  a  specific  reso- 
lution instructing  the  committee  to  go  right  to 
this  sore  point  and  probe  it  to  the  very  bot- 
tom ;  and.  I  will  remark  right  here  that  this 
general  instruction  to  this  Committee  on  Re- 
trenchment to  examine  the  whole  Government 
in  regard  to  the  retrenchment  of  expenses 
comes  very  near  amounting  to  nothing,  because 
it  covers  entirely  too  much.  It  is  said  that 
it  was  formerly  the  practice  of  the  French 
Academy  of  Science  to  instruct  a  particular 
member  to  examine  and  report  to  the  acad- 
emy upon  some  particular  department  of 
science.  But  upon  one  occasion  they  in- 
structed a  learned  member  to  report  upon 
the  mysterv  of  the  universe,  and  his  answer 
was,  '*I  shall  die  before  I  find  out  where 
to  begin.''  And  here  is  a  committee  in- 
structed to  examine  the  whole  Administra- 
tion in  every  department  of  Government  as  to 
whether  expenses  can  be  retrenched,  as  to 
whether  administration  can  be  reformed  and 
new  methods  adopted.    I  hope  they  will  be 


able  to  do  it ;  I  hope  they  will  be  able  to 
present  to  us  new  light  npon  every  brancli 
of  the  Government ;  but  they  will  not  hare 
time.  One  or  two  things  are  all  they  can  do 
during  the  course  of  a  session. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  say,  as  did 
the  Senator  from  New  York  this  morning,  that 
I  will  go  as  far  as  the  farthest  in  the  investi- 
gation of  fraud.     Whenever  any  Senator  rises 
in  his  place  here  and  asks  that  any  particuUr 
branch  of  this  Government,  any  office  or  any 
officer  shall  be  investigated,  and  will  say  that 
he  has  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  eroand 
for  investigation,  I  shall  vote  for  it    We  shall 
go  as  far  as  the  farthest ;  but  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  again  to  the  fact  that 
that  resolution,  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  and  which  has  been  presented  here  as  a 
panacea  for  all  the  evils  existing  in  the  Got- 
ernment,  does  not  even  by  implication  antho^ 
ize  the  committee  to  examine  a  case  of  fraud. 
Now,  if  you  want  fraud  to  be  examined,  yoa 
must  change  your  resolution  ;  yon  must  give 
special  instructions  either  Upon  some  partic- 
ular point,  or    directing  this  committee  to 
investigate  wherever  they  believe  there  has 
been  crime,  there  has  been  plundering,  there 
have  been  frauds  committed.    This  commit- 
tee would    not    feel    authorized  under  this 
resolution    to   investigate  *  a  single  case  of 
fraud.     The  most  they  are  called  upon  to  do 
is  to  reform  the  laws,  to  reform  the  modes 
of  administration,  to  find  out  whether  some 
offices  cannot  be  abolished ;  whether  there  can 
be  better  systems  of  accountability  adopted, 
new  checks  and  balances  introduced  into  the 
Government    That  is  the  scope  generally,  and 
the  scope  particularly  of  that  resolution.   And 
yet  that  has  been  the  excuse  for  charging  the 
majority  of  this  Senate  with  desiring  to  cofer 
up  fraud  and  to  prevent  investigation. 

To  show  that  the  view  of  the  resolution  I 
am  taking  to-night  is  not  new  with  nie,  and 
that  I  cannot  be  charged  with  inconsistency 
by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  I  will  refer  to 
what  I  said  the  other  day  in  regard  to  it 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  did  not  charge  the  Sen- 
ator with  inconsistency.   That  is  his  inference. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  said  the  other  day,  in 
speaking  on  the  subject : 

"  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  my  friend,  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  to  the  Caet  that  if  that 
power"— 

That  is,  the  power  to  invesUgate  frauds— 

*'  has  ever  been  exercised  for  the  last  five  yean  hy 
the  oommitteo,  it  was  not  given  by  the  resomtiMi 
creatine  it.  I  think  I  have  beard  the  Senator  admit 
tho  constmetion  I  have  given  to  this  reeolatioa, 
that  it  conveyed  no  power  of  Uiat  kind,  and  not 
even  by  intendment  did  it  instraot  theeommittee  to 
make  investigations  of  frauds  and  of  wrongs. 

And  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  I  he- 

lieve,  called  specific  attention  to  it  before  I  did, 

on  the  very  first  day  of  this  debate. 

*'The  Senator  understands  me  upon  that  point 
If  the  committee  have  exereised  that  power,  tber 
have  never  drawn  it  from  the  language  employed  m 
this  resolution.  Whether  the  committee  nsarped 
powers  that  did  not  belong  to  it  I  will  not  now  un- 
dertake to  say.  I  make  no  charges  against  it;  bat 
what  I  do  say  is,  that  throaghoat  this  difonssioD  Uis 
resolution,  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  hsi 
been  assumed  to  confer  powers  upon  the  committee 
that  it  did  not  confer." 

And  I  remark  here  that  the  investigation 
made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
in  the  New  York  custom-house  was  under  a 
special  instruction  given  by  the  Senate,  Am 
I  correct  in  that? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MORTON.    The  Senator  says  I  am. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  a 
question.  The  very  first,  or  one  of  the  firstt 
investigations  made  br  the  committee  was  in 
relation  to  the  issue  of  currency,  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Edmunds,]  who 
was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  at  that 
lime.  Another  investigation  was  in  relation 
to  frauds  on  the  customs  of  the  coantry  on  the 
southwestern  frontier,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  by 
means  of  the  *^zona  libre.'^  Now,  were  those 
properly  investigated  by  the  committee  under 
that  reBolntion? 
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Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  answer  the  qnestion 
unhesitatingly,  that  they  were  not;  that  the 
resolution  conferred  no  sach  power.  I  won  Id 
BskiUnder  what  provision  of  the  resolution  ooold 
the  committee  investigate  the  question  as  to 
whether  there  was  smuggling  across  the  ''free 
zone?''  It  does  not  come  under  any  branch 
of  it  The  committee  assumed  the  power,  I 
have  no  doubt,  from  the  best  motives,  and 
might  haye  done  it  from  a  careless  reading. 
If  the  committee  had  the  power  to  investigiite 
fraud  of  that  kind  it  is  a  very  strained  con- 
struction ;  it  is  far-fetched,  and  does  not  justify 
Senators  standing  upon  this  floor  and  charging 
that  we  intend  to  cover  up  fraud  because  we 
do  not  vote  for  that  resolution. 

Mr.  PATl  EBSON.     I  am  now  prepared  to 

answer  the  question.     Here  is  one  sentence  in 

this  resolution : 

What  are  the  methods  of  proooriniraoeountabilitj 
in  pablio  officers  or  agents  in  the  care  and  disburse- 
ment of  pablio  moneys. 

Are  not  the  customs  officers  on  the  frontier 
of  Texas  officers  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  does  not  refer  to  any 
practice  at  all ;  it  does  not  refer  to  the  prac- 
tice on  the  southwestern  coast  or  auy where 
else.  What  are  the  methods  in  practice,  *  *  what 
are  the  methods  of  procuring  accountability 
in  public  officers  o'r  agents  in  the  care  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  moneys.'*  It  clearly 
looks  to  the  law. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  How  can  you  determ- 
ine whether 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire? 

Mr.  MORTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  How  can  you  determ- 
ine whether  they  are  taking  proper  care  of  the 
public  revenues  and  disbursing  them  properly 
or  not  unless  you  investigate  what  they  are 
doing?  How  are  you  going  to  determine  the 
action  of  public  officers  except  by  calling  wit- 
nesses and  seeing  what  they  are  doing  7  Why, 
sir,  if  the  resolution  means  anything,  it  means 
that  the  committee  have  the  right  to  investi- 
gate the  action  of  public  officers,  officers  of 
the  Government,  in  the  transaction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  their  offices. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  would  answer  my  friend 
from  New  Hampshire  that  I  think  he  is 
entirely  wrong.  It  does  not  contemplate  prac- 
tices; it  does  not  contemplate  the  question 
whether  there  is  smuggling  on  the  southwest- 
era  frontier  or  on  the  northeastern  frontier. 
It  merely  refers  to  the  question  of  the  mode  of 
doing  business  as  provided  by  law.  It  seems 
to  me  that  no  lawyer  could  understand  it  as 
conferring  any  power  beyond  that. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  wUl  say  to  my  friend 
that  not  a  lawyer  in  the  Senate  at  the  time  the 
isolation  was  passed  ever  questioned  it,  and 
that  we  acted  for  five  years  upon  that  inter- 
pretation, and  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  who 
was  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  so  inter- 
preted that  resolution  when  it  first  passed,  and 
when  he  was  chairman,  and  I  think  he  is  a 
good  lawyer. 

Mr.  MORTON.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  to  suggest,  after 
what  we  have  heard  now  as  to  the  idea  of  the 
committee  touching  the  scope  of  its  powers, 
ihst  I  have  here  in  my  hand  a  very  singular 
circumstance,  namely,  that  members  of  this 
body  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  by  ex- 
press and  special  resolution  to  empower  this 
all-searching  committee  to  investigate ;  and 
not  only  so,  but  that  the  committee  itself,  bet- 
ter instructed  in  its  attributes,  and  having  exer- 
ted them  frequently,  deemed  it  appropriate, 
under  the  solemnity  of  a  report,  to  apprise  the 
Senate  that  in  making  the  only  investigation 
that  has  been  brought  to  our  knowledge  they 
proceeded  under  two  separate,  special,  minute 


resolutions  instructing  them  not  only  as  to  the 
subject  of  which-  the  investigation  was  to  be 
made,  not  only  as  to  the  place  where  it  was  to 
be  made,  but  pointing  out  to  them  with  minute- 
ness of  subdivision  of  subjects  the  point  at 
which  their  investigation  was  to  be  aimed. 

I  see  the  Senator  trom  New  Hampshire 
seems  to  be  uneasy  to  have  me  complete  what 
I  was  saying,  which  I  promise  him  to  do  in  a 
moment.  I  only  wish  to  say  that  if  indeed 
this  language  implies  what  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  says  it  does  not,  and  I  a^ree  with 
him  most  fully,  if  upon  its  face  here  is  author- 
ity to  investigate  frauds  and  peculations  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  infractions  of  honesty  and  fair 
dealing,  it  is  a  little  remarkable  if  lying  upon 
the  surface  of  this  general  standing  resolution 
is  such  a  power  as  that,  first,  that  a  member  of 
the  Senate  should  have  deemed  it  necessary 
to  bring  in  not  only  one  resolution,  but  two 
resolutions,  and  second,  that  the  committee 
shbuld  have  fallen  into  the  error  of  putting  in 
the  very  forehead  of  its  report,  in  the  fore- 
front of  this  document,  a  statement  that  it 
acted  not  upon  these  broad  and  illimitable  attri- 
butes, but  that  it  made  this  investigation  by 
dint  of  the  specific  authoritpr  with  which  it  was 
clothed  in  the  two  resolutions  an  epitome  of 
which  precedes  this  report. 

As  I  said,  I  did  not  mean  to  mingle  par- 
ticularly in  this  thing.  As  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  has  yielded  to  me  one  moment,  I  will 
add  only  one  remark,  and  that  is,  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  with  great  clear- 
ness, drew  the  attention  of  all  of  us  to  this. 
It  seemed  to  me  at  the  time  there  was  no  nov- 
elty in  the  suggestion  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
because  I  bad  supposed  this  language  so  obvi- 
ously to  fall  short  of  empowering  a  commit- 
tee to  investigate  frauds,  that  I  was  amazed 
when  some  Senator,  I  believe\be  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  spoke  of  a  resolution  I  had 
previously  offered  as  antagonizing  this  propo- 
sition. So  far  from  it  I  believed  then,  and  I 
believe  now,  (and  I  do  not  think  that  any  law- 
yer in  this  body  will  controvert  the  position,) 
that  had  this  resolution  passed  in  the  first  in- 
stance as  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
it  would  then  have  been  just  as  necessary  as  it 
was  before  to  offer  a  specific  resolution  iu- 
structing  the  investigation  of  the  Hodge  case, 
or  else  that  case  never  could  have  been  invest- 
igated except  by  what  I  should  have  regi^ed 
as  sheer  assumption  of  power,  just  as  much 
as  if  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  or 
any  other  committee,  had  assumed,  without 
the  authority  of  the  Senate,  to  conduct  such 
an  investigation.  That  was  my  view.  It  is 
my  view  now,  fortified  and  confirmed  when  I 
hear  the  Senator  from  Indiana  state  as  he  has 
done. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  further  yield? 

Mr.  MORTON.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  If  the  Senator  yields, 
I  should  like  to  read  to  the  Senate  the  resolu- 
tions to  which  the  Senator  from  New  York 
has  referred. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Do  you  read  from  the 
report? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  From  the  report.  The 
committee  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  passed  December  14,  1870,  **to 
furnish  a  comparative  detailed  statement  of 
the  cost  of  collecting  the  customs  revenue  of 
the  ports  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  and  Sau  Francisco, 
witli  such  recommendations  favoring  a  reduc- 
tion in  such  expenses  as  they  may  deem  com- 
patible with  the  interests  of  the  public  service ; 
also,  to  particularly  report  on  the  present  sys- 
tem and  practices  conuecied  with  the  ware- 
housing  business  at  the  port  of  New  York ; 
also,  in  relation  to  what  is  commonly  known 
as  the  *  general- order  business,'  and  the  cart- 
age  of  goods  while  in  the  custody  of  the  Gov- 


ernment. 
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In  that  resolution  there  is  not  one  syllable 
said  about  conferring  new  powers  on  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  those  subjects  were  investigated  by 
the  committee  under  the  authority  communi- 
cated to  them  in  the  resolution  of  which  I  have 
just  spoken ;  and  unless  tbev  had  the  authority 
to  investigate  these  very  subjects  included  in 
these  resolutions,  by  the  resolution  originally 
offered  creating  the  committee,  they  could  not 
have  moved  one  step  in  this  investigation.  So 
much  for  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from 
J^ew  jTork 

Mr.  CONKLING.  One  word,  and  I  will 
confine  my  reply  to  what  I  now  read  from  this 
report : 

**  Mr.  Pattkrsoit,  from  the  joint  saleet  Committee 
on  Retrenchment,  submitted  the  following  report: 

**Tho  joint  select  Committee  on  Retrenchment, 
who  were  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  De- 
oember  14, 1870,  instructed,"  &e. 

Now  come  quotation  marks,  meaning  that 

what  follows  is  a  transcript  of  the  resolution, 

I  take  it —  \ 

***to  furnish  a  oomparative  and  deti^ed  state- 
ment,' "  Sce» 

And  then — 

'* ' also,  to  ifartienlAr]  J  report  the  present  sjrstem  and 
practices  connected  with  the  warehousing  business 
at  the  port  of  New  York ;  also,  in  relation  to  what 
is  commonly  known,' "  Ac— 

following  to  the  end  of  the  specifications.  If 
some  gentleman  here  is  so  astute  as  to  under- 
stand liow  these  resolutions  were  adopted  by 
the  Senate  as  mere  surplusage,  when  tne  com- 
mittee already  was  empowered  with  authority, 
and  already  instructed  to  employ  that  author- 
ity, and  then  to  understand  further  how  a  com- 
mittee which  itself  comprehended  its  powers  to 
lie  underneath  this,  upon  a  standing  authority 
broader,  deeper,  and  higher,  came  in  and  re- 
ported to  this  body  that  it  did  all  this  thing, 
the  record  of  which  appears,  which  we  have 
heard  of  so  often  and  often  and  oflen  again, 
under  the  authority  of  these  resolutions,  when 
in  truth  it  did  it  all  the  time  under  a  different 
authority — if  anybody  is  sharp  enough  and 
astute  enough  to  comprehend  that,  then  I 
shall  be  happv  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  Senator 
who  does  understand  it  and  to  have  instruc- 
tion from  him.      I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  think  I  am  just  sharp 
enough  and  just  astute  enough  to  do  that  very 
thing.  ^Laughter.]  The  resolutions  referred 
to  in  this  report  were  simply  resolutions  in- 
structing the  committee  to^  inquire  into  that 
subject,  and  to  inquire  into  it  according  to  the 
authorities  communicated  to  the  committee  by 
the  general  resolution,  and  these  resolutions 
would  not  have  conferred  upon  the  committee 
the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  at 
all,  but  that  power  was  received  under  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  and  acting  under  the  powers 
of  that,  they  followed  the  instructions  of  the 
Senate,  given  on  the  14th  of  December,  1870, 
and  took  up  that  special  subject  of  investiga* 
tion.  If  the  matter  had  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  committee  outside  of  the  Sen*^ 
ate,  we  might  have  investigated  it  without  any 
such  instruction ;  but  the  Senator  from  New 
York  sitting  furthest  from  me  [Mr.  Fentov] 
saw  fit  to  brin^  in  the  resolution  instructing 
this  committee  in  the  exercise  of  its  original 
powers — powers  that  inhered  in  its  very  crea* 
tion,  to  examine  into  this  particular  subject, 
and  we  did  it.  Is  there  anything  said  there 
about  sending  for  persons  and  papers?  Not 
a  word  |  but  we  did  that  under  the  original 
instructions. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  yield  to  me? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Allow  me  just  one  moment. 
I  am  not  through  with  my  remarks. 

Mr.  JBlENTON.  Will  the  Senator  permit 
me  to  send  up  to  the  Secretary's  desk  the  reso- 
lution to  which  reference  has  been  made,  that  it 
may  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  yield  to  the  Senator 
from  New  York? 
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Mr.  MORTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  F£NTON.  He  will  see  that  the  res- 
olation  as  submitted  bj  me  on  the  14th  of 
December,  1870,  was  not  an  instmciion  to  the 
committee  to  proceed  with  investigation,  but 
instructed  them  to  report.  I  ask  the  Secretary 
to  read  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

**  Mr.  Fbntok  nabmitted  the  foUowinf  resolution : 
which  was  eonsidered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

'*  lietohed.  That  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment 
be  instructed  to  furnish  a  comparative  detailed  state- 
mentof  the  cost  of  eollectinff  the  customs  revenae  of 
the  ports  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia.  Balti- 
more, New  Orleans,  and  San  Franeiscoj  with  such 
recommendations  favoring  a  reduction  m  such  ex- 
penses as  they  may  deem  compatible  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  service ;  also,  to  particularly  report 
on  the  present  system  and  practices  connected  with 
the  warehoasing  business  at  the  port  of  New  York; 
also,  in  relation  to  what  is  commonly  known  as  the 
'general -order  business,'  and  the  cartage  of  goods 
whUe  in  the  oostodj  of  the  €k>vemment.'' 

Mr.  FENTON.  One  word  only.  It  seems 
that  the  resolution  proceeds  on  the  theory  that 
the  committee  were  invested  with  this  subject 
"and  already  instructed  by  the  Senate;  and  it 
simply  directs  them,  through  the  authority  of 
the  Senate,  to  make  a  report  upon  the  matter. 
It  gives  no  instruction  in  respect  to  any 
investigation  whatever. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  remark  in  answer  to 
my  friend  from  New  York,  who  says  that  this 
instruction  seemed  to  be  given  because  the 
committee  had  before  been  empowered  to  make 
that  investigation,  that  his  statement  does  not 
appear  in  the  resolution  itself,  and  now  we  can 
answer  that  b?  one  simjsle  test.  If  this  reso- 
lution, insteaa  of  specifying  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment,  and  directing  tliem  to  make 
this  investinition,  had  named  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  would  not  the  authority  have 
been  good  and  perfect  in  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  go  forward  and  make  the 
investigation  ?  The  resolution  is  sufficient  when 
addressed  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment, 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  or  to  a 
special  committee.  The  authority  to  make 
that  investigation  is  given  here ;  they  are 
directed  to  make  it,  and  they  are  not  empow- 
ered by  reason  of  any  previous  authority. 

Mr.  President,  one  word  now  in  answer  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  fair  illustration.  I  am  glad  the  Senator 
made  the  point.  The  committee  made  an  in- 
vestigation as  to  whether  there  had  been 
smugglingacross  what  is  called  the  **freezone,'' 
the  free  belt  beyond  the  Rio  Grande  ;  whether 
our  revenue  laws  bad  been  violated,  and  the 
power  is  derived  from  the  following  extraor- 
dinary provision : 

**  What  are  the  methods  of  procuring  accounta- 
bility in  public  ofBoers  or  agents  in  the  care  and  dis- 
bursement of  public  moneys." 

**  What  are  the  methods  of  procuring  ac- 
countability,'' and  that  is  proposed  to  be  kn- 
Bwered  by  investigating  the  question  whether 
there  has  been  smuggling  on  the  southwest 
coast.  Then  you  can  investigate  every  charge 
pertaining  to  ever^  subject.  The  Senator  says 
yes.  I  agree  with  him — polygamy,  among 
other  things ;  it  does  not  make  any  difference 
what. 

Now,  the  illustration  of  the  Senator  is  a  per- 
fect demonstration  of  the  weakness  of  the  posi- 
tion that  has  been  assumed  here;  and  I  may 
remark  right  here  that  it  seems  to  me  to  pre- 
sent a  somewhat  novel  spectacle  that  after  the 
majority  of  the  Senate  has  been  substantially 
chargea  with  trving  to  cover  up  fraud  because 
they  do  not  go  for  this  resolution,  upon  exam- 
ination of  it  no  authority  to  investigate  fraud 
can  be  found  in  it,  and  the  best  that  can  be 
done  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is 
a  forced  construction  in  regard  to  the  methods 
of  accountability — clearly  the  methods  pre- 
scribed by  law  being  referred  to — a  construc- 
tion which,  if  it  is  good,  would  make  all  the 
rest  of  the  resolution  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
Senator  himself  sa?s  everything  can  be  investi- 
gated under  that  clause.    If  that  is  so,  why  was 


any  other  clause  put  into  it?  I  say  the  clause 
conferred  no  such  power.  I  say  the  resolution 
confers  no  such  power.  Now,  when  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  proposes  to  confer  power 
upon  this  committee  to  investigate  fraud,  I 
shall  be  found  going  with  him. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  some  other  matters 
connected  with  this  resolution  that  I  should 
like  to  speak  upon,  but  I  have  been  solicited 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  give  way  to  let 
him  make  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  I  now  do. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  ANTHO  .S  Y.  I  hope  noL  I  hope  that 
we  shall  settle  this  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  debatable.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
moves  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  there  being, 
on  a  division — ayes  18,  noes  22. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  con- 
elude  what  I  have  to  say  by  repeating  what  I 
said  awhile  ago,  that  I  shall  be  found  voting  to 
empower  this  committee  to  investigate  every 
charge  of  fraud  and  mal-practice  that  may  be 
presented  to  the  Senate,  and  those  Senators 
who  believe  there  is  so  much  corruption,  that 
the  whole  Government  is  festering  with  it, 
must  know  of  a  good  many  cases  that  will  jus- 
tify them  in  making  a  statement  of  that  kind, 
and  if  they  do  not  briug  forward  those  cases 
now  and  ask  the  Senate  to  investigate  them  I 
fear  the  country  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they,  too,  are  winking  at  fraud.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  go  upon  the  ground  that  all  Senators 
on  this  floor  are  equally  patriotic,  that  they 
possess  equal  integrity,  and  that  they  are 
equally  desirous  to  purify  and  sustain  our 
Government,  and  I  hope  that  when  they 
know  of  cases  of  impropriety  or  have  reason 
to  believe  they  ef  ist  they  will  bring  them  for- 
ward for  investigation  and  let  us  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  good  work  of  purifying  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  let  us  hereafter  abstain  from  any 
attempt  to  make  the  impression  throughout  the 
country  that  a  majority  of  this  body  is  trying 
to  cover  up  fraud.  And  when  they  want  to 
have  fraud  investigated  let  them  bring  forward 
a  resolution  giving  a  committee  power  to  do  it, 
a  resolution  that  admits  of  no  doubtful  con- 
struction and  that  needs  not  to  be  strained,  as 
1  am  sorry  to  say  my  friend  ft'om  New  Hamp- 
shire has  strained  this  one  to- night. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Mr.  President,  while  I 
had  some  doubt  whether  this  amendment  to 
the  resolution  was  strictly  in  order,  I  did  not 
raise  the  question  because  the  debate  may  as 
well,  perhaps,  be  upon  this  resolution  as  an 
amendment  as  upon  it  as  a  resolution  intro- 
duced originally.  Now,  I  am  in  favor  of  .all 
the  investigations  proposed  in  this  amendment ; 
but  inasmuch  as  that  portion  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  civil  service  has  already  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
of  which  the  mover  is  chairman,  and  I  sup- 
posed, though  I  believe  from  talking  with  the 
Senator  I  was  mistaken,  that  he  had  offered 
to  amend  his  resolution  when  it  was  before  us 
the  other  day,  so  as  to  omit  that  portion  which 
related  to  the  civil  service,  and  inasmuch  as 
that  subject  has  already  been  j)Iaced  under 
the  charge  of  a  very  able  commission  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  under  a  law  of 
Congress,  I  propose  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  omitting  all  afler  the  first  paragraph  after 
the  word  *^ curtailed.''  This  omits  only  that 
portion  which  relates  to  the  civil  service,  in 
these  words: 

And  also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  under  which  appointments  to  the  public 
service  are  now  made  as  to  provide  for  withdrawing 
the  public  service  from  being  used  as  an  instrument 
of  political  or  party  patronage. 

That  all  cones  under  the  civil  service  bill 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  now 
under  consideration  by  the  committee  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  is  chairman. 

Whenever  this  committee  desires  to  have 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  or 


whenever  any  Senator  offering  any  resolution 
for  their  consideration  asks  such  authority,  I 
think  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it.  I  cer- 
tainly shall  vote  for  it.  I  never  knew  such 
authority  to  be  refused  to  any  Senator  who 
asked  for  it.  I  never  knew  it  to  be  refused 
when  any  Senator  asked  for  a  committee,  even 
if  he  were  not  a  member  of  it ;  and  the  author- 
ity to  appoint  a  clerk,  as  a  matter  of  course*  is 
granted  whenever  the  committee  desire  it.  I 
wi^  my  friend  from  Illinois  would  agree  to 
this  amendment,  and  then  we  can  all  vote  for 
his  amendment  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1,  for  one,  am  not  will- 
ing that  the  Senate  shall  commit  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  investigate  his  own  adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Has  the  Senator  any 
objection  to  committing  them  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  of  which  he  is  a  member? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  the  least  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.^  This  whole  subject  is 
already  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     When? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Upon  the  motion  of  ihe 
Senator  from  Vermont,  who  offered  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  a  reform  in  the  civil^service  and  pro- 
viding for  much  more  than  is  stated  in  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  TH  URM  AN.  And  that  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Yes,  sir,  and  is  there  now, 
referred  at  this  session. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  This  is  the  first  I  ever 
heard  of  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  am  very  happy  f«>r  onco 
to  be  able  to  tt*ll  the  Senator  fVom  Ohio  some- 
thing that  he  did  not  know.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Sen- 
ator can  tell  me  a  great  many  things  that  I  do 
not  know. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  addressing  the  Chair  or  Uie 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  speaking  to  the 
Chair,  and  I  am  now  going  to  speak  to  the 
Senate  [laughter]  and  submit  to  them  a  proposi- 
tion that  1  am  sure  will  commend  itself  not 
only  to  their  heads  but  to  their  whole  person. 
It  is  a  motion  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  there  being 
on  a  division — ayes  19,  noes  26. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  offered  bv  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  fe^ 
like  congratulating  some  Senators  on  the  pro* 
gress  they  have  made  within  the  last  week. 
The  resolution  which  I  had  the  honor  of  offer- 
ing at  that  time  was  denounced  by  them  aa 
monstrous,  and  spoken  of  with  amazement. 
Today  it  is  talked  of  as  very  harmless,  and 
not  amounting  to  anything  |  it  is  said  it  would 
not  authorize  an  investigation  of  fraud  or  of 
anything  else ;  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  It 
is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  find  that  Senators 
have  made  such  progress  in  favor  of  iuvesti- 

f^tion.  What  new  lignts  have  shone  upon  them 
am  unable  to  say,  but  certainly  some  light, 
either  from  above  or  from  the  sovereign  people* 
somehow  or  other  seems  to  have  penetrated 
the  minds  of  certain  Senators,  so  that  they  dis- 
cover now  that  that  which  was  denounced  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Chandler]  as 
a  proposition  to  create  a  committee  possessed 
of  all  knowledge  is  now  very  proper.  I  beUeve 
he  went  on  to  say  that  the  Almighty  did  not 
make  any  such  men  any  more;  at  any  rate, 
if  be  did  make  such  men,  forgetting  that  he 
himself  was  still  in  the  Senate,  he  said  they 
were  not  sent  here.  [Laushter.] 
Now,  it  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  to  find 


178 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


December  18, 


inveatigation.  Do  we  want  to  refer  the  same 
subject  to  two  comroittees?  I  am  satisfied  with 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  I  think 
he  might  be. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  let  us 
understand  each  other.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  are  investigating  and  are  authorized 
to  investigate  no  inquiry  into  the  manner  in 
which  offices  are  being  used  for  political  or  party 
purposes.  I  will  tell  you  what  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  has  had  referred  to  it.  The 
original  resolution,  which  I  offered,  contained 
this  clause : 

And  also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws' under  which  appointments  to  the  civil 
service  are  now  made  as  to  provide  for  the  selection 
of  subordinate  officers  after  due  examination  by 
proper' boards;  their  continuance  in  office  during 
specified  terms,  unless  dismissed  upon  c^arge8  pre- 
ferred and  sustained  before  tribunals  designated  for 
that  purpose. 

That  was  in  the  original  resolution  but  is 
omitted  iu  this,  and  that  is  the  subject  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary — a  bill  to 
provide  for  examinations  and  in  reference  to 
appointmentH  to  office;  not  a  proposition  to 
know  whether  the  patronage  of  this  country 
b  not  used  for  political  or  party  purposes. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  again? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  whole  of  that  sub- 
ject is  embraced  in  the  bill  introduced  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  which  is  now  before 
the  committee  of  which  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois is  chairman ;  and  that  portion  which  he 
objects  to  having  stricken  out  is  the  very  gist 
and  animus  of  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  to  him  that  the 
bill  which  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  under 
which  the  President  has  been  acting,  was  un- 
derstood to  and  does  cover  the  whole  question, 
and  what  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is  urging 
now  has  been  urged  by  him  promiuently  ^om 
the  first  as  a  measure  of  civil  service  reform. 
Now.  the  Senator  wants  to  say  that  that  has 
not  been  referred  to  the  President  and  is  not 
comprehended  under  his  powers. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  And  I  hope  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  will  not  forget  that  when  he 
offered  that  amendment  I  cooperated  with  him 
actively  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  for  having  done 
so.  I  thank  bim  for  it.  He  did  cooperate  with 
me.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
proposition,  and  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
cannot  escape  from  his  position  of  opposition 
to  this  inquiry  under  any  statute  that  has  been 
passed.  I  will  read  the  act  again,  and  I  will 
hold  up  the  statute  before  the  thinking,  read- 
ing, intelligent  people  of  this  country,  and 
I  will  ask  them  if  there  is  one  word  in  it  on 
the  subject  of  providing  for  withdrawing  the 
public  service  from  being  used  as  an  instru- 
ment of  political  or  party  patronage.  I  say 
there  is  not.  I  say  that  the  proposition  wbir'h 
was  adopted  in  the  Senate  by  the  aid  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island — I  do  not  know 
that  we  had  the  aid  of  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana— was  in  reference  to  appointments  to  office, 
not  in  reference  to  the  use  of  the  offices  after- 
ward for  political  and  partisan  purposes.  Now 
I  will  read  the  whole  of  the  act  again,  be- 
cause I  am  not  going,  if  I  can  prevent  it,  to 
permit  the  Senator  from  Indiana  by  constant 
asseveration  to  mislead  the  people  as  to  what 
that  article  is : 

"8kc.  9.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  prescribe  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons 
into  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States  as  will  best 
promote  the  efficiency  thereof,  and  ascertain  the  fit- 
ness of  each  in  respect  to  age,  health,  character, 
knowledge,  and  ability,  for  the  branch  of  service  into 
which  he  seeks  to  enter." 

That  is  all  that  the  President  is  authorized 
to  do  as  to  appointments  or  appointees  under 
tliat  act. 
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*And  for  this  purpose  thcPresident  is  authorized 
to  employ  suitable  persons  to  conduct  said  inqui- 


ries, to  prescribe  their  duties,  and  to  establish  regu- 
lations for  the  conduct  of  persons  who  may  receive 
appointments  in  the  civil  service." 

He  is  authorized  to  call  persons  to  his  assist- 
ance in  framing  rules  in  regard  to  the  entry  of 
persons  into  the  civil  service. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
a  word? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  These  interruptions  are 
becom  ing  very  frequent.  Is  it  a  personal 
matter? 

Mr.  MORTON,  Simply  a  word  in  regard 
to  that  law 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  propose  in  the 
statement  I  am  making  to  be  constantly  inter- 
rupted. If  the  Senator  from  Indiana  thinks  I 
have  misstated  him  in  anything  I  have  said  I 
will  vield  at  once 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Sen- 
ator has  misstated  me,  but  I  wish  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  language  that  he  has  just  read. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  it  is  merely  calling  my 
attention  to  something  else,  that  he  can  do 
when  I  am  through. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  is  not  something  else ; 
it  is  the  same  thing  to  which  the  Senator  is 
speaking. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
think  I  have  shown  that  this  is  not  a  matter 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  are  invest- 
igating at  all.  A  bill  is  before  that  committee 
in  regard  to  the  civil  service,  but  they  are  not 
going  to  examine  how  the  public  patronage  is 
being  used,  which  is  the  clause  that  is  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  of  this  resolution. . 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
a  word? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  yield? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  thought  the  Senator  was 
passing  from  the  «ubject. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  several  other 
things  to  say,  and.  if  it  will  suit  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  just  a<t  well  to  make  his  remarks 
after  I  get  through  I  should  much  prefer  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.     All  right. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  I  make  any  state- 
ment that  misrepresents  the  Senator  in  any  way 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  him  for  interrupting  me,, 
for  certainly  I  do  not  wish  to  misstate  bim  in 
anything.  In  regard  to  anything  that  is  per- 
sonal, of  course  l  will  give  way  to  an  explana 
tion  at  once. 

Mr.  MORTON.     Does  the  Senator  yield  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  in  that  way,  not 
to  a  discussion. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  can  wait  until  you  get 
through.    I  always  yield,  myself. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  yield  for  anything  that 
is  of  a  personal  nature  j  but  it  is  late 

Mr.  MORTON.  There  is  nothing  personal 
about  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  And  I  do  not  wish  to 
detain  the  Senate  at  length,  and  would  prefer 
going  on  and  getting  through,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered  as  refus- 
ing to  yield  to  the  Senator.  If  the  Senator 
desires  to  say  anything  personal  I  will  give  way. 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  will  wait, 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  wish  the  Sen- 
ator to  think  I  am  discourteous. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  give  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  that  is  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Senate,  I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  us  see  whether  it  is 
or  not.     I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois does  not  yield  for  that  purpose.  He  says 
he  will  yield  if  that  is  the  disposition  of  the 
Senate;  but  it  is  not  the  disposition  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  desires  to  make  that  motion,  I  will  yield 
for  that  purpose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
at.or  from  Illinois  yields  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  who  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn.  i 


The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  there  being, 
on  a  division — ayes  20,  noes  28. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
propose  briefly  to  give  a  narrative,  which  I 
think  ought  to  go  to  the  country,  and  ought  to 
be  understood  by  the  Senate,  of  this  resolution 
and  of  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  here 
in  regard  to  it.  In  July,  1866,  a  proposition 
was  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
raise  a  joint  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 
That  resolution  came  to  the  Senate  and  was 
acted  upon  in  this  body  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1866.  The  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Ed- 
munds,] from  the  Coaunittee  on  Commerce, 
of  which  the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Chandler]  is  chairman,  and  who  it  will  be  re- 
membered has  taken  such  high  ground  against 
this  committee,  that  committee  having  consid- 
ered the  resolution,  reported  it  back  to  the 
Senate.  It  was  not  then  as  full  as  it  is  now. 
It  provided  for  inquiring  into  the  civil  service 
of  the  country.  The  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Sherman,]  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in  his  seat, 
and  who  has  also  been  '*  amazed^'  that  I  should 
have  offered  this  resolution  in  the  Senate, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
the  word  "civil'*  before  "service"  wherever 
it  occurred,  so  that  the  inquiry  might  apply  to 
all  services.  That  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  Senator  from  Vermont  then  moved  to 
amend  it  further.     He  said  : 

*'I  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  insertinr 
after  the  word  'reduced'  in  the  seventh  liae  the 
words.  *  what  are  the  methods  of  aecarinff  acoount- 
ability  in  public  officers  or  asenU  in  the  care  and 
disbursement  of  public  moneys,  whether  moneys 
have  been  paid  out  illegally,  ana  whether  any  ofi- 
cerd.  or  agents,  or  other  persons,  have  been  or  are 
ensaged  in  the  service  without  authority  of  law  or 
unnecessarily.' 

'*  The  amendment  was  agreed  to." 

And  then  my  good  friend  from  Rhode  IshiDd, 

[Mr.  Anthony,]  who  now  wants  to  strike  a 

particular  clause  out  of  the  resolution,  offered 

this  amendment : 

*'And  also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  under  which  appointments  to  the  «tvil 
service  are  now  made  as  to  provide  for  the  selection 
of  subordinate  officers  after  due  ezaminatiom  by 
proper  boards,  their  continuance  in  office  during 
specified  terms,  anless  dismissed  upon  charges  pre- 
ferred and  sustained  before  tribunals  designated  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  withdrawing  the  civil  eecnrioe 
from  being  used  as  an  instrument  of  political  or 
party  patronage." 

That  amendment,  after  being  ve^  highly 
commended  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
was  also  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island,  not  satisffed  that  tliat 
was  broad  enough,  also  asked  to  strike  out 
the  word  ^*civil,'^  so  as  to  have  the  provision 
apply  to  all  services. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Had  not  that  already 
been  done,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  In  his  amendment  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  had  inserted  the 
word  *^ civil,''  and  he  asked  to  strike  it  oat 
of  his  own  amendment.  After  this  resolution 
had  undergone  these  various  amendments  it 
was  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  the  very  same 
words  in  which  I  offered  it  here  on  the  7th  day 
of  December. 

The  resolution  was  again  adopted  on  the 
6th  of  March,  1867,  in  these  words :  * 

"  Mr.  Akthont  submitted  the  following  oononrrMit 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimoiu 
consent,  and  agreed  to : 

*  RcBolvtd  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Bepreseot- 
atives  concurring,)  That  the  joint  select  Committe* 
on  Retrenchment,  raised  by  a  concurrent  resolution 
of  the  two  Houses  at  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty- 
Ninth  Congress,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived 
and  continued  for  and  during  the  Fortieth  Congreai. 
with  all  and  the  same  powers  and  duties  appertain- 
iog  thereto  in  said  Thirty  Ninth  Congress,  and  with 
power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  and  with  power  in  its 
members  to  admiuister  oaths;  and  that  any  vacan- 
cies in  said  committee  be  filled  by  the  Presiding 
Officer  of  each  House  respectively."  ^ 

The  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sherman,]  who 
was  so  ** amazed'^  at  this  resolution  the  other 
day,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1867,  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Betolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concurring,)  That  the  juint  Committee  on 
Retrenchment  be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed    to 
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citizen  be  any  the  worse  off  if  his  rights  are  en- 
croached upon  by  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate,  than  he  would  if  they  were  encroached 
upon  by  a  select  committee  of  the  two  Houses  ? 
Is  the  Senator  from  Indiana  astonished,  or  is 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  astonished  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  cannot  see  the  differ- 
ence? Are  they  surprised  that  the  people 
cannot  understand  what  difference  it  makes 
whether  a  standing  committee  of  this  body  has 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  or  a 
select  committee  of  both  Houses  has  that 
power?  It  is  the  thing  that  we  are  after ;  we 
want  to  expose  and  correct  abuses  if  they 
exist.  I  do  not  think  they  should  be  at  all 
surprised  that  the  country  understands  them 
to  be  opposed  to  retrenchment  and  the  correc- 
tion 01  abuses,  when  they  look  back  at  the 
action  of  the  last  few  days  in  this  body. 

When  it  is  proposed  to  raise  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  and  I  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment the  proposition  that  it  shall  have  author- 
ity to  make  these  inquiries,  to  examine  for 
abuses,  to  ascertain  whether  the  patronage  of 
the  country  is  used  for  mere  partisan  purposes, 
and  not  for  the  public  good,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  how  am  I  met?  ^*  Oh,  it  will  not 
do  to  give  that  power  to  a  standing  committee 
of  the  Senate ;  tnat  is  monstrous. "  First,  Sen- 
ators go  to  work  to  get  rid  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses,  and  propose  to  raise  a 
standing  committee  of  the  Senate  without  liv- 
ing it  any  powers ;  and  when  it  is  proposea  to 
five  it  powers,  **0h,  yon  must  not  do  that, 
ecause  it  would  go  into  the  rules  of  the  Sen- . 
ate  that  a  standing  committee  was  vested  with 
certain  powers,  and  that  will  never  do !  "  Ho^ 
could  the  Senator  from  Indiana  expect  any 
thing  else  but  that,  to  use  his  language,  ^im- 
partial observers''  would  say  that  these  were 
mere  formalities,  technicalities,  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  investigation  which  it  was  sought 
to  make? 

Well,  Mr.  President,  the  proposition  to 
amend  the  resolution  raising  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  by  vesting  it  with  the 
powers  that  had  been  givf'n  to  the  prior  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment  was  voted  down. 
Then  it  was  said,  ^^  Oh,  you  have  got  civil  ser- 
vice in  this  amendment,  and  that  subject  has 
already  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. '^  I  said  to  Senators,  **Let  us  take 
civil  service  out  of  the  amendment,  except 
that  part  of  the  provision  which  relates  to  the 
nse  of  patronage  for  partisan  purposes. ' '  Not 
satisfied  with  that,  the  newspapers  say  another 
caucus  was  called,  and  another  resolution*is 
brought  into  the  Senate  naming  the  members 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  my  associates  who  are  to  be  placed 
upon  the  committee.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  honorable  Senator  from  Conneoti* 
cut,  [Mr.  BucKiNQBiM,]  is  a  gentleman  of 
the  highest  character,  one  of  the  purest  men  in 
public  life  in  this  country,  one  in  whom  1  have 
the  utmost  confidence,  who  through  a  long  life 
has  been  noted  for  his  integrity,  his  uprightness, 
and  his  virtues  in  every  walk  of  lite,  and  he  is  my 
personal  friend.  I  have  no  imputation  to 
cast  upon  the  committee  as  individual  Senators. 
I  would  have  no  right  to  make  imputations. 
In  -ray  heart  I  have  no  feelings  of  unkindness 
against  one  of  them.  But,  in  the  language 
again  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  '^impartial 
observers''  will  ask,  how  did  this  committee 
happen  to  be  made  up  as  it  is? 

Now,  sir,  we  have  arrived  at  the  last  step 
where  it  is  proposed  to  form  this  committee 
afler  having  voted  down  or  laid  on  the  table  the 
various  propositions  to  give  it  those  powers 
without  which  it  ca«  be  o^but  little  service.  I 
have  struggled  here  day  a^r  day,  and  until  I 
fear  I  have  wearied  the  Senate  and  made  my- 
self obnoxious  in  trying  to  get  a  direct  vote 
to  see  whether  the  Senate  was  disposed  to  vest 
this  committee  with  powers  that  would  make 
it  efficient.     Why,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Con- 


necticut, pure  as  he  is,  and  opposed  to  every 
sort  of  iniquity  in  public  or  private  life,  can 
do  nothing  under  tnis  resolution  unless  yon 
give  him  some  power  under  which  he  can  act. 
And  now  when  it  is  proposed  to  give  him  this 
power,  we  are  told,  *'  Oh,  no,  no  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  no  power  to  inquire 
whether  the  patronage  of  the  Government  is 
used  for  partisanpurposes,  no  power  to  inquire 
whether  out  in  ETentucky  subordinate  omcers 
have  had  deducted  nearlv  half  their  monthly 
pay  on  assessments  maae  by  political  com- 
mittees.'* Sir,  I  want  this  committee  cloUied 
with  authority  to  go  and  make  all  tiiese  in- 
quiries. It  is  accidental  that  I  happen  to  know 
of  this  Kentucky  case.  It  is  acciaental  that  I 
learned  of  the  case  in  Vermont  in  reference  to 
which  I  handed  a  letter  to  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  was  that  case  as 
you  understand  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  letter  is  a  lengthy 
one.  The  writer  complains,  I  think,  of  saper* 
numerary  officers. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  think  it 
strange  that  the  intelligent  people  of  this 
country  should  have  supposed  that  there  was 
something  in  the  way  of  investigation ;  but 
before  taking  my  seat  I  desire  to  clear  the 
skirts  of  the  Republican  party  from  any  such 
imputation.  I  deny  that  thirty-fonr  Senators 
in  this  body  have  a  right  to  speak  for  the 
Republican  party  of  this  nation.  They  may 
speak  for  themselves,  but  they  cannot  bind  the 
Republican  party  of  my  State,  nor  of  the  other 
States  of  this  Union  to  any  such  proposition 
as  will  throw  obstacles — whether  designed  or 
not,  the  people  will  understand  them  to  be 
obstacles — in  the  way  of  investigation.  The 
people  of  this  country,  as  I  said,  do  not  care 
whether  your  investigations  are  by  a  joint 
select  committee  of  the  two  Houses  or  by  a 
standing  committee  of  one  House.  They  care 
not  whether  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  is  exercised  by  a  joint  committee  or  by 
a  standing  committee. 

And.  lest  I  forget  it,  Mr.  President,  let  me 
sa^  rignt  here  that  this  is  a  false  alarm  thai  is 
raised  lest  the  rights  of  the  citizen  should  be 
encroached  upon  if  the  committee  is  vested 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
This  committee  has  been  treated  as  if  it  was 
to  examine  into  the  private  affairs  of  citizens 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  no  such  thing. 
It  is  a  committee  vested,  if  my  amendment 
should  be  adopted,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  in  reference  to  what?  In 
reference  to  the  expenditures  in  all  branches 
of  the  service  of  tne  United  States,  and  to 
inquire  what  offices  ought  to  be  abolished.  Is 
there  any  objection  to  clothing  a  committee 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  to 
make  such  inquiries,  to  know  what  offices 
ought  to  be  abolished  ?  Does  that  authorize 
the  committee  to  summon  before  it  the  citizens 
of  the  co«ntry  disconnected  with  office,  and 
examine  their  private  papers  as  to  private 
matters?  Not  at  all.  It  authorizes  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to 
inquire  into  public  matters,  and  that  is  a  just 
authority  belonging  to  a  committee  of  this 
bodv. 

My  proposition  is  to  vest  the  committee  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  so  as  to 
in(|uire  into  the  methods  of  procuring  account- 
ability in  public  officers  or  agents.  Is  that 
going  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen? It  is  in  reference  to  public  employ- 
ment, in  reference  to  public  money,  in  refer* 
ence  to  the  collection,  the  care,  and  the  dis- 
bursement of  public  funds,  in  reference  to  the 
official  conduct  of  the  men  in  office,  that  we 
propose  to  inquire  ;  and  am  I  to  be  told  that 
it  is  a  dangerous  power  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  or  one  of  its  branches  to  inquire 
into  the  public  service  by  sending  for  persons 
and  sending  for  papers  whenever  they  deem  it 
necessary?  So,  sir,  you  see  that  this  is  no 
unusual  power;  it  is  no  new  resolution. 


I  have  offiered  as  an  amendment  to  the  pend- 
ing proposition  the  resolution  substantially  u 
I  onered  it  originally.  I  am  met  with  a  prop- 
osition to  strike  out  its  vital  parts,  to  den? 
the  committee  po#er  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  to  deny  the  committee  power  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the 
public  service  from  being  used  as  an  instni- 
ment  of  political  or  party  patronsfe.  8ir, 
they  are  the  vital  parts  of  this  resolution.  I 
show  you  instances  of  the  abuse  of  public  pat- 
ronage, and  I  wish  this  committee  to  hive 
authority  to  inquire  into  it  that  we  maj  have 
a  purer  public  service,  a  higher  standard  of 
political  morals,  and  greater  economy  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs.  Why  this  is 
objected  to,  I  cannot  see.  I  see  these  tech- 
nical obiections  that  are  made,  and  I  am  not 
surprised  that  the  country  regards  them  as 
tecnnical.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  the  Repnbli- 
can  party  of  this  country  or  the  Administntion 
of  the  Government  is  opposed  to  investigation, 
is  opposed  to  economy,  is  opposed  to  an  in* 
oniry  as  to  how  moneys  are  collected  and 
disbursed. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  the  abuses  of  the 
Government  and  its  encroachments  upon  hu- 
man liberty  that  the  Republican  party  was 
formed.  It  must  not  be  false  to  its  origin,  and, 
sir,  my  Republicanism  is  not  to  be  measured 
by  the  standard  that  is  attempted  to  be  set  np 
here  in  this  Senate  Chamber.-  I  repudiate  it 
I  deny  the  authority  of  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana or  any  other  Senator,  or  forty  Senators, 
to  determine  for  me  what  true  Republicanitm 
is.  The  action  that  has  been  taken  in  this 
body  is  at  war  with  the  eenuine  principles  of 
the  party  as  enunciated  from  the  beginnini;.  I 
am  willing  that  my  action  in  reference  to  this 
matter  shall  go  to  the  country,  and  let  those 
who  vote  down  the  proposition  they  snstained 
for  vears  explain  the  reason  of  their  action, 
if  they  can,  to  die  satis&ction  of  the  people 
they  represent. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
attempted  to  measure  the  Republicanism  of  the 
Senator  firom  Illinois.  I  have  no  right  to  do 
it.  I  have  no  power  to  do  such  a.thing,  even 
in  regard  to  the  humblest  naember  of  the  party. 
I  never  assumed  it.  Whether  the  Spnator  is 
a  Republican  depends  upon  his  own  convic- 
tion and  action :  and  whether  the  people  of 
this  countrv  believe  that  he  is  a  Repnblicao 
will  depend^  not  npon  what  I  or  any  other  man 
may  say,  but  upon  what  he  himself  may  say 
or  do. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  hasalladed 
to  the  caucus.  I  believe  it  is  the  first  time 
that  it  has  been  mentioned  here  by  any  Repub- 
lican Senator  on  this  floor.  The  caucus  has 
been  arraigned  by  him  for  having  assnmed  juris- 
diction of  this  subject  when  it  had  no  proper 
right  to  do  so.  The  Senator  has  brongot  the 
caucus  here ;  I  have  not.  But  when  the  Sen- 
ator speaks  of  the  caucus  and  arraigns  it  for 
taking  jurisdiction  of  this  matter,  1  diink  the 
Senator  ought  in  all  frankness,  in  justice  to 
his  associates  and  his  party,  to  tell  who  it  was 
that  first  brought  this  subject  into  caucus,  who 
first  carried  it  there ;  and  I  wait  for  an  answer. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  refers 
to  rae,  I  will  say  that  I  have  not  yet  stated  what 
occurred  in  caucus.  I  have  stated  what  the 
newspapers  said.  I  should  be  very  glad  so 
far  as  1  had  any  connection  with  proceedings 
in  caucus  to  state  it ;  but  I  doubt  the  propriety 
of  doing  so,  and  I  have  not  gone  into  the  actios 
inside  of  the  caucus.  I  will  say  this  much, 
however,  to  the  Senator,  that  I  introduced  the 
resolution  into  the  Senate  without  instructions 
one  way  or  the  other  from  the  caucus. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Senator  has  not  told 
us  who  brought  this  subject  into  caucus  first. 
He  says  he  has  not  gone  into  what  the  caucus 
did.  He  has.  He  is  mistaken.  When  he 
mentioned  what  the  newspapers  said  about  it 
we  all  understood  him  to  mean  that  the  caucus 
had  taken  jurisdiction  of  that  question  and  that 
it  had  been  considered  in  caucus.     That  is 
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and  serioas  offense;  but  I  undertake  to  say 
that  the  facts  in  the  case  do  not  warrant  any 
such  conclusion,  but,  upon  the  contrary,  that 
they  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  have  made  it 
the  imperative  duty  of  the  President  to  sus- 
pend tnose  two  officers. 
If  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  will- 

Eardon  me,  I  will  venture  to  suggest  that  if  he 
ad  shown  a  small  portion  of  inat  zeal  which 
usually  characterizes  his  investigations,  espe- 
cially into  the  alleged  short-comings  of  tnis 
Administration,  before  this  charge  was  made 
by  him,  in  an  attempt  to  ascertain  the  real 
motives  of  the  President,  I  do  not  believe  he 
woald  ever  have  made  that  charge  upon  this 
floor.  If  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  have 
gone  to  the  Attorney  General's  office,  he  could 
have  there  learned  that  on  the  14th  day  of  April, 
six  weeks  before  these  suspensions  took  place, 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  representing 
in  part  the  people  of  Arkansas,  did  prefer 
charges  against  those  two  officers;  and  upon 
further  inquiry  he  could  have  found  out  that 
documents  were  left  on  file  there  in  substan* 
tiatiop  of  those  charges,  and  that  those  charges 
were  not  based  upon  the  ground  that  an  in- 
dictment had  been  found  against  any  person. 
I  bold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  one  of  those  doc- 
uments. It  is  a  report  of  a  committee  on  be- 
half of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
who  were  authorized,  in  conjunction  with  a 
like  committee  on  behalf  of  the  house,  in  re- 
lation to  election  frauds  in  Pulaski  county, 
Arkansas,  committed  at  the  November  elec- 
tion in  1870.  I  should  be  glad,  if  the  time  of 
the  Senate  would  permit,  to  have  this  report 
read,  but  as  it  is  late,  I  will  only  ask  to  have 
so  mucb  of  it  read  as  I  have  marked,  and  I 
will  say  that  both  branches  of  the  General 
Assembly,  by  a  large  majority  of  each  house, 
adopted  the  report. 
Tne  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"Tour  oommittee  are  informed  that  no  man  con- 
nected with  theee  frauds  and  outrages  has  been 
arrested  or  indicted,  and  that  the  participants 
therein  openly  boast  that  the  clerk  and  sheriff  of 
Pulaski  county  will  never  let  a  grand  jury  be  im- 
paneled that  would  indict  them.  Not  one  officer 
clothed  with  the  majesty  of  the  law,  from  Marshal 
Catterson  down  to  his  lowest  deputy,  discharged  his 
sworn  duty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  used  it  to  aid  in 
the  acts  of  fraud  and  violence  to  which  we  have 
called  attention.  The  deputy  shorifib,  like  the  dep- 
uty marshals,  wwe  often  one  and  the  same  person; 
if  any  one  of  the  latter  class  performed  the  duty 
enjoined  on  them  by  the  law  of  the  State  we  have 
been  unable  to  learn  his  name. 
*  "  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to 
be  made  a  penal  offense  for  a  person  acting  as  a 
deputy  sheriff  to,  at  the  same  time,  exercise  the 
powers  and  duties  of  a  deputy  United  States  mar- 
shal. The  combination  of  the  two  offices  in  one  per- 
son was  one  of  the  meansby  which  these  frauds  were 
consummated. 

"  Your  committee  would  further  recommend  that 
thought  be  given  as  to  the  propriety  of  separating 
the  election  of  State  and  county  officers  from  the 
election  of  members  of  Congress.  If  this  should 
be  done  the  United  States  marshals  would  have  no 
excuse  for  interfering  and  overriding  all  law  for'the 
purpose  of  forcing  obnoxious  men.  not  into  Con- 
gress, but  into  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  as  was 
the  object  in  the  late  election." 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  the  mar- 
shal referred  to  in  this  report  as  having  used 
his  office  to  aid  in  the  perpetration  of  frauds 
and  outrages  is  one  of  the  officers  alluded  to 
whom  the  President  has  suspended.  Now,  I 
ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri 
whether,  with  such  information,  emanating 
from  the  very  highest  authority  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas  other  than  the  people  themselves, 
laid  before  the  executive  department  of  this 
Government,  he  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  this 
officer  was  removed  because  and  for  the  single 
reason  that  an  indictment  had  been  found 
against  some  individual? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Mr.  President,  the  informa- 
tion that  I  have  upon  the  subject  to  which  the 
Senator  alludes  was  from  testimony  taken 
before  the  Oommittee  on  Alleged  Outraees 
in  the  South.  Certain  witnesses  were  called 
before  that  committee  and  gave  their  testi- 
mony, and  it  was  to  the  effect  that  I  stated  to 
the  Senate  the  other  day,  that  these  removals 


had  been  made  because  a  certain  individual 
had  been  indicted  for  a  violation  of  a  law  of 
the  United  States.  Inasmuch  as  the  indi- 
vidual was  the  Senator  himself  who  has  just 
addressed  the  Senate,  as  he  was  the  person 
indicted,  and  as  upon  the  trial  of  that  indict- 
ment a  motion  was  made,  a  technical  motion, 
by  which  he  was  discharged,  and  his  trial  was 
never  gone  into,  that  has  strengthened  my 
faith  in  the  testimony  given  by  the  witnesses. 
The  ground  taken  was  that  the  Senator,  who 
was  then  Governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
was  not  such  an  officer  of  elections  as  was  em- 
braced or  named  in  the  enforcement  law,  as  it 
was  called,  and  hence,  not  being  such  an  officer, 
he  could  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the 
statute.  If  he  had  stood  his  trial  upon  the 
facts,  it  might  have  changed  my  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  testimony  of  those  witnesses. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
abstained  from  referring  to  what  may  have 
taken  place  before  a  committee  which  has  not 
yet  reported  to  this  body.  I  am,  it  is  true,  a 
young  member  of  this  body,  and  before  pro- 
ceeding further  I  should  like  to  know  from  the 
Chair  whether  the  report  of  a  committee  which 
has  notyet  finished  its  investigation,  but  which 
will  probably  go  further  into  investigations  of 
these  facts,  can  be  known  at  this  time  in 
open  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  not. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Very  well,  sir.  Then 
although,  as  I  said  before,  I  am  a  young  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  I  do  not  intend  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, and  infringe  upon  its  rules  if  I  know  it. 
I  will  say  this  much,  however,  as  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
that  report  is  furnished  to  me,  I  undertake  to 
say  that  it  does  not  establish  what  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  has  stated ;  but  from  the  investi- 
gation had  there,  the  ex  parte  investigation 
of  one  of  the  officers  who  were  suspenofed,'  it 
is  shown  that  three  weeks  before  the  indict- 
ment was  found  against  me  measures  had  been 
taken  for  the  removal  of  those  officers  and  that 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Scott]  on  the  occasion  referred  to  were 
perfectly  correct  in  that  respect. 

I  have  shown  yon,  Mr.  President,  what  the 
nature  of  those  charges  was.  This  officer  was 
charged  with  using  his  office  as  United  States 
marshal  in  the  perpetration  of  frauds  and  vio- 
lence in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  A  great  deal 
of  clamor  has  been  made  of  late  by  a  certain 
class  of  politicians  about  what  is  termed  the 
unwarranted  interference  of  Federal  officials 
in  the  affairs  of  the  States ',  and  yet  when  a 
case  of  this  kind,  as  clearly  substantiated  as  a 
case  can  be  which  has  not  been  adjudicated 
by  the  courts,  is  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  President  and  the  officer  so  iuterferring 
unwarrantably  is  suspended,  these  same  gen- 
tlemen raise  a  hue  and  cry  all  over  this  coun- 
try, that  an  officer  has  been  suspended  simply 
because  an  indictment  was  found  against  a 
certain  individual! 

Now,  one  word  in  relation  to  the  indictment 
itself,  as  the  Senator  has  seen  fit  to  allude  to 
it.  It  ought  to  be  a  pretty  good  argument  with 
a  State-rights  Democrat,  it'  with  no  one  else, 
that  an  individual  exercising  the  powers  and 
functions  of  Governor  of  a  State  owes  some 
duty  to  his  State.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
first  step  the  gentleman  himself  would  have 
taken,  it  he  had  been  Governor  of  a  State  and 
had  been  called  into  a  Federal  court  to  answer 
for  what  he  did  while  Governor  of  that  State 
under  the  laws  of  his  State,  would  have  been 
to  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court.  He 
would  have  said,  **  You  have  no  right  to  brin^ 
me  into  your  court  and  ask  as  to  how  I  enforced 
the  State  laws." 

Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to  allude  to  the 
removal  of  this  district  attorney,  but  I  for- 
bear. But  I  say  that  from  thecommencementof 
the  metvsures  to  bring  about  his  removal — and 


it  was  six  weeks  before  ike  removal  took  plaoe — 
there  was  not  one  word  said  about  an  indict- 
ment having  been  found  against  the  individual 
now  addressing  you ;  and  he  was  not  removed 
for  any  such  reason. 

I  do  not  make  these  remarks  in  viadication 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  That 
distinguished  officer  requires  no  vindication 
from  me.  It  has  been  said  that  actions  speak 
louder  than  words.  His  actions  in  the  past 
and  his  actions  in  the  present  speak  for  aim 
and  are  his  vindicator,  and  they  speak  in  tones 
loud  enough  and  clear  enough  to  be  heard  all 
over  this  country,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
and  the  patriotic  citizens  of  this  country,  firom 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  at  the  proper  time 
will  respond  to  that  language. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  upon  the  amendment  offisred  by 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  I  rise  to  make 
a  single  remark  on  that  question.  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  for  this  reason :  as  I 
understand  t\\fi  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  it  proposes  to  clothe  the  oommittee 
with  power  to  examine  whether  the  patronage 
of  the  General  Gk>vernment  has  been  brought 
into  conflict  with  the  right  of  suffrage  and  for 
purposes  of  general  corruption.  I  think  that 
there  can  be  no  more  legitimate  subject  for 
inquiry  connected  with  the  duties  of  this  com- 
mittee. There  is  no  Senator  who  would  not, 
in  theory  at  least,  condemn  the  bringing  of 
the  patronage  of  the  General  Government  into 
conflict  with  the  freedom  of  suffrage  and  to  be 
used  for  purposes  of  general  corruption. 

Now  I  understand  that  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Illinois  directs,  empowers,  reqnirea  this 
committee  to  inquire  whether  the  patronage 
of  the  General  Government  has  been  brought 
in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  suffrage  or  has 
been  used  for  purposes  of  corruption  gener- 
ally. I  think,  sir,  that  that  portion  of  the 
resolution  contemplating  such  an  inquiry 
ought  to  be  retained,  and  it  probably  will  be, 
as  valuable  or  more  valuable  than  all  the  rest 
of  the  resolution  besides. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  say  bat  a  siusle 
word.  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  vote  for  tne 
amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island.  I  feel  under  obligations  to  do  so;  but 
I  wish  to  say  now,  distinctly,  that  if  that  amend- 
ment succeeds,  I  shall  vote  for  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  whenever  they  are  presented, 
whether  to* day,  to-morrow,  or  any  other  d^ ; 
and  shall  vote  for  any  proposition  oouched  in 
proper  language,  mov^  by  any  Senator,  Re- 
publican or  Democratic,  in  this  oody,  to  invest- 
igate the  affairs  of  our  country  anywhere. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  to  have  the 
amendment  reported  on  which  we  are  to  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  be  reported. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  suggest  that  the  Secre- 
tary put  the  whole  subject  before  the  Senate 
by  reading  first  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  and  then  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Secre- 
tary  will  report  the  entire  proposition. 

The  Chief  Clebk.  The  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Anthony] 
is  as  follows : 

• 

BMolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Invetygation 
and  Retrenchment  be  composed  of  the  following 
Senators :  Mr.  Buckingham,  (chairman.) Mr.  Peatt, 
Mr.  Hows,  Mr.  Harlan,  Mr.  Stswabt,  Mr.  Pool, 
and  Mr.  Batard. 

That  resolution  was  amended  by  adding  the 
name  of  Mr.  Casserly  to  the  committee. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull] 
proposes  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  to 
it  the  following  words : 

And  that  said  oommittee  of  Investication  and 
Retrenchment  be  instructed  to  inquire  into   the 
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amendment  has  been  read  twice,  and  1  trust 
that  my  good  friend  from  Illinois  will  under- 
stand what  it  means.  It  has  stmck  me  in  the 
course  of  four  or  five  days  that  there  were  one 
or  two  lines  in  an  old  nursery  song  that  used 
to  be  sung  when  I  was  a  small  boy,  which  was 
about  a  hundred  years  ago,  [laughter,]  that 
would  apply  to  the  management  of  this  debate ; 
I  will  not  say  upon  which  side,  because  that 
inif^bt  imply  a  reflection  upon  somebody- ;  and 
as  I  recollect  the  song,  it  ran  about  in  this  way  : 

*'Hepat  in  his  thumb, 
And  he  pulled  oat  a  plumb. 
And  said  what  a  good  boy  am  I." 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     **  Big  boy." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  **  Big  boy  "  is  much  bet- 
ter, Mr.  President;  I  accept  the  amendment. 
[Laughter.]  Here  has  been  a  week^s  debate 
with  "ffreat  excitment,"  as  the  newspapers 
say,  ana  the  country  is  convulsed  over  what? 
Over  the  question  whether  we  shall  have  a  joint 
select  committee  of  the  two  Houses  to  rake 
over  the  whole  field  of  public  service  and  see 
what  they  can  find,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  and  sit  in  the  recess  *,  or 
wheliier  we  snail  have  a  stand in^r  committee 
of  the  body  whose  general  jurisdiction  shall 
be  that  of  investigation  and  the  reform  of  the 
service  of  the  Government.  That  is  just  the 
simple  truth  of  it,  magnify  it  as  Senators  may ; 
magnify  it  as  newspapers  may — because  news 

fapers  sometimes  aelight  in  magnifying  aflfairs. 
can  appeal  to  my  good  friend  from  Rhode 
Island  for  that. 

Mn  ANTHONY.    Very  seldom.     [Laugh 
ter.J 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Seldom ;  but  this  is  one 
of  the  occasions.  But  that  is  the  whole  of  the 
story ;  and  because  some  Senators  have  found 
that  a  majority  of  their  fellows  (who  are  equals 
here,  although  they  do  not  always  come  from 
the  larger  States)  do  not  happen  to  think  as 
they  do,  the  majority  must  be  read  out  of  the 
Republican  part;^  and  turned  over  to  the  bad, 
because  they  think  there  is  a  better  way  of 
getting  at  the  honest  truth  than  that  proposed ' 
by  the  minority;  and  so  there  is  an  end  of  the 
Hepublicah  party,  there  is  an  end  of  the  Admin- 
istration whom  nobody  has  undertaken  to  speak 
for!  Certainly,  no  member  of  the  Adminis- 
tration and  no  cousin  or  friend  of  any  member 
of  the  Administration,  outside  of  legislators 
who  had  a  right  to  speak  to  me  on  the  subject, 
has  ever  opened  his  lips  to  me  on  the  subject ; 
and  1  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  Repub- 
lican Senator  or  Democratic  Senator  who  bears 
me  but  who  will  say  the  same  thing. 

What  does  it  all  mean,  Mr.  President?  It 
was  advertised  in  advance,  as  all  circuses  are. 
Some  of  the  New  York  papers — one  of  them, 
certainly — gave  us  notice  in  advance  of  exactly 
what  sort  of  a  menagerie  we  were  to  have,  pre 
cisely  what  sort  of  elephants  and  other  animals 
were  to  be  trotted  out  into  the  ring  to  perform, 
and  exactly  the  ultimate  object  of  the  perform- 
ance. The  millennium,  or  whatever  you  mav 
call  it,  say  the  Presidency — I  call  it  the  mil- 
lennium, because  when  the  millennium  comes 
we  shall  all  be  Presidents — we  were  told  was 
the  object  of  the  performance.  I  know  that 
my  good  friend  from  Illinois  had  no  such  object 
by  any  means;  but  he  Was  like  one  of  the  inno- 
cent Doys  that  paste  up  the  posters  for  a  men 
a^rie  or  circus  that  is  coming  around,  and 
did  not  understand  the  deep  significatice  of  the 
thing.  He  carries  the  brush  and  the  paste, 
and  the  programme,  or  whatever  they  call  it, 
and  wherever  he  can  find  a  post,  on  i^  goes ; 
and  he  believes  as  Paul  did  when  he  went  down 
to  a  certain  city,  that  he  is  performing  great 
service  to  save  this  great  country  from  an  im- 

fending  disaster.  He  has  a  right  to  his  belief, 
do  not  question  it  at  all.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  read  him  out  of  my  party,  or  out  of  his  own 
party,  (whichever  that  may  be,  or  whichever 
naine  may  be,)  for  his  opinions.  He  has  a 
right  to  theoi.  and  to  his  actions. 

iBut  the  effort  which  seems  to  have  been 
made  somewhere  and  somehow  to  advertise 


this  as  a  great  raid  upon  the  Administration 
(by  which,  I  suppose,  is  meant  the  body  of  men, 
legislative  as  well  as  executive,  who  are  carry- 
ing on  the  Government  of  the  country)  is  not 
disguised  from  the  eyes  of  any  intelligent  man, 
whether  he  is  honest  or  dishonest.  Of  course 
that  does  not  apply  to  the  Senate  as  to  dishon- 
esty. We  are  all  honest  here.  Everybody 
understands  it.  But,  as  I  said  before,  it  is  all 
hung  on  the  slender  little  thread  of  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  should  create  a  joint  select 
special  committee  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  or  whether  we  should  create 
a  standing  committee  of  this  body,  having  ex- 
actly such  powers,  great  or  small,  more  or  less, 
as  every  other  standing  committee  has.  That 
is  all. 

Now,  my  honorable  friend  from  Illinois  tells 
us  that  we  have  experienced  a  new  light,  and 
that  the  scripture  that  he  preached  to  us  as 
late  as  the  7th  of  December,  and  that  we  did 
not  believe  in  then,  has  come  to  be  gospel 
now.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  by  any  means  Uie 
scripture  that  he  preached  then,  and  insisted 
upon  then,  for  I  asked  my  honorable  friend 
myself  to  propose  a  standing  and  not  a  joint 
committee,  for  we  had  found  what  the  difficul- 
ties were  respecting  the  powers  of  joint  com- 
mittees by  a  case  that  was  then  before  us,  and 
without  success.  Now,  everybody  here  agree- 
ing that  he  was  desirous  of  the  fullest  investii^a* 
tion  in  a  ref;ular  and  methodical  and  effective 
way,  the  minority  say,  if  my  friend  from  Illi 
nois  represeiAs  them,  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
majority  prefer  an  effectual  rather  than  an 
ineffectual  way  to  promote  the  public  good, 
therefore  the  public  is  to  believe  that  we  are 
covering  up  fraud,  and  that  nobody  is  to  be 
trusted  but  those  who  make  loud  professions 
in  favor  of  particular  methods  of  investigation, 
which  are  not  thought  to  be  wise.  Where 
does  my  honorable  friend  get  the  warrant, 
which  he  says  we  have  not  to  arraign  him — 
and  I  do  not  do  it — where  does  he  get  the 
warrant  to  arraign  the  majority  of  his  friends 
in  this  Chamber  on  either  side  or  on  all  sides, 
because  the^  differ  with  him  in  a  method  of 
accomplishing  a  public  object? 

Can  he  tell  me  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  has  been  ineffectual  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  pnblic  good  because  there  is  never 
attached  to  it  by  any  general  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers? 
Has  it  been  derelict  in  its  duty  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  since  my  honorable  friend  has 
been  upon  it,  because  it  has  never  had  the 
authority  in  times  of  war  and  public  distress 
and  commotion  to  send  for  a  person  or  call 
for  a  paper  until  a  special  inveBtijg;ation  was 
referred  to  it  by  this  body?  No,  sir,  he  can- 
not say  so. 

Wherefore,  then,  has  my  (riend  a  right  to 
say  that  anybody  has  changed  his  ground  ? 

A  majority  of  this  body  have  stood  upon 
precisely  the  same  ground  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  and  that  was  that  it  courted  ana 
desired  all  investigation,  and  in  the  most 
effective  way ;  but  it  was  not  willing  that  a 
joint  select  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  with 
power  to  sit  in  the  recess,  which,  by  common 
consent  at  the  expiration  of  the  last  Congress, 
was  permitted  to  sink  into  ''die  tomb  of  the 
Capulet«,''  and  which  was  not  proposed  to  be 
revived  in  this  Chamber  at  the  commencement 
of  this  Congress,  should  again  be  revived  now ; 
and  for  the  reason,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned — 
and  I  only  speak  for  myself— that  a  proposal 
to  revive  a  committee  of  that  chara^r.  and 
in  that  way,  afler  by  general  consent  witnin  a 
year  it  had  been  allowed  to  drop,  would  have 
given  occasion  for  evil-minded  men  to  sa^  that 
something  new  and  frightful  had  been  discov- 
ered in  the  public  service  which  required  again 
a  reorganization  of  this  committee,  which  was 
framed,  as  you  all  know,  in  the  time  of  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Johnson,  because,  as  the 
preamble  of  that  old  resolution  stated — which 
my  friend  does  not  propose  now,  showing  that 
he  understood  we  were  not  under  the  same 


circumstances — it  was  a  time  of  extreme  pab- 
lie  crisis,  it  was  a  time  for  sweeping  public 
inquiry,  because  in  the  opinion  of  the  two 
Houses  that  adopted  that  resolution  there  wu 
a  condition  of  affairs  which  should  ^i?e  con- 
cern to  the  whole  body  of  the  country  id  respect 
to  the  corruptions  of  the  Government. 

That  was  the  preamble  to  the  resohtion 
which  my  friend  from  Illinois  has  now  offered, 
which  preamble  showed  that  that  resohitioo 
for  a  joint  select  committee  was  a  resohtioQ 
for  a  special  exigencjr  of  public  affairs,  for  so 
extreme  crisis,  in  which  both  Houses  of  Gon- 
gross  felt  and  believed — and  as  I  think  tbe 
truth  was — that  the  whole  body  of  the  Admin- 
istration was  corrupt.  Does  my  honorable 
friend  think  so  now?  If  so,  his  patriotiim 
would  have  impelled  him  to  put  in  his  reso- 
lution with  the  old  preamble.  No,  he  pro- 
poses to  do  the  very  same  thing,  striking  off 
the  cause  for  it,  which  Congress  declared  to  be 
the  reason  for  such  extraordinary  action  wbeo 
they  adopted  the  original  resolution.  And  yet 
the  majority  of  this  body  are  arraigned  ai 
being  derelict  in  duty,  held  up  before  the  coon 
try,  as  it  is  called^*that  is,  held  up  to  the  doses 
or  two  dozen  respectable  gentlemen  who  send 
out  the  sort  of  impressions  we  make  udod 
them  to  the  country — as  being  remiss  in  doty 
and  afraid  of  investigation,  because  we  choose 
to  do  a  thing  in  a  litUe  different  way  from 
others.  I  iqspeal  to  my  honorable  friend  from 
Illinois  that  that  is  carrying  the  joke— for  it  ii 
a  joke — a  little  too  far. 

My  friend  from  Illinois  objects  to  thisamesd- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  IsUnd  be- 
cause it  strikes  out  that  clause  which  relates 
to  an  inquiry  into  tbe  method  of  exdudiog 
public  patronage  from  being  used  in  the  oper 
ations  of  politics.    That  is  a  very  proper  sub- 

r*  Kit  of  inquiry.  I  have  endeavored  ever  since 
have  been  in  Congress,  on  all  proper  ooct* 
sions,  and  in  the  old  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, to  accomplish  that  thing,  and  that  Com* 
mittee  on  Retrenchment  exhausted  its  powers 
and  its  methods  of  investigation  upon  that 
point,  and  reported  theretultto  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  in  the  civil  service  bill  which  1 
have  had  the  honor  to  reintroduce  at  this  ses- 


sion. 


The  very  theorv  of  that  civil  service  reform 
is  invested  in  the  met  that  it  is  to  withdraw  from 
executive  or  congressional  patronage— and  the 
patrooagje  is  much  more  lar^ly  congressional 
than  it  is  executive—to  withdraw  n>om  sen- 
atorial and  representative  patronage  the  offices 
of  the  Gk>vemmeQt;  and  you  cannot  intro- 
duce a  civil  service  reform,  such  as  that  bill 
Srovides  for,  making  the  service  in  all  ciril 
apartments  of  the  Government  as  permanent 
as  it  is  in  the  military  and  naval  departments, 
without  considering  and  without  accomplish- 
ing the  consideration  of  those  measures  which 
shall  withdraw,  in  the  language  which  is  pr<^' 
posed  to  be  stricken  out,  that  very  abuse  from 
the  hands  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
and  the  Executive  Departments. 

Therefore,  if  the  Committee  on  the  Jodicisrr 
is  to  consider  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of 
the  bill  which  I  have  introduced,  then  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  must  be  intrusted 
with  the  means  and  the  faculties  which  will 
enable  them  to  cover  the  subject ;  and  yet  my 
friend  from  Illinois  does  not  contend  that  this 
matter  is  to  be  referred  to  two  committees. 
Still  it  is  an  essential,  it  is  the  vital  part  of 
the  bill  which  is  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  that  it  is  to  withdraw  firom  sens 
torial  and  representative  and  executive  pat- 
ronage the  offices  of  the  Govemmentj  because 
it  puts  the  offices  of  the  Government  in  a  posi- 
tion of  independence  above  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives and  Bxecutives,  and  makes  tbeif 
title  to  their  office  and  their  continuance  in  it 
for  a  given  or  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  as 
may  be  wise,  independent  of  the  will  of  any 
man,  and  dependent  only,  as  it  is  in  the  Arm} 
and  the  Navv,  upon  the  fidelity  of  the  per- 
formance of  their  functions. 
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telling  why  or  wherefore  A  B  or  G  D  did 
or  did  not  wish  to  do  it.  I  only  speak  for 
myself,  and  speaking  for  myself  I  defend  the 
propriety  of  consultations,  among  people  who 
wish  to  attain  a  common  end,  as  to  the  best 
way  of  doing  it,  and  I  defend  also  the  pro- 
priety, so  far  as  it  appears  to  myself,  of  not 
disclosing  what  friends  agree  npon  or  why 
they  agree  upon  methods  or  refuse  to  aflree 
upon  methods,  until  I  have  a  right  to  speiuc  of 
them. 

Another  thing  has  been  said  which  I  think 
is  a  little  overestimated — and  I  am  not  going 
to  take  up  much  of  your  time,  sir,  in  speaJcing 
of  it — and  that  is  about  what  the  country  thinks. 
Mr.  President,  I  do  not  quite  feel  willing  yet 
to  put  myself  in  the  condition  of  a  culprit  or 
of  a  prosecutor  standing  before  the  bar  of  the 
country,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  either  to 
condemn  anybody  else  before  the  country  or 
to  be  condemned  myself;  but  I  will  say  that, 
as  the  experience  of  a  hundred  years  has  shown, 
since  the  introduction  of  newspapers  particu- 
larly, and  of  the  telegraph  especially,  it  is  very 
easy  indeed  for  a  small  body  of  men  to  make 
it  appear  (if  you  take  a  printed  paper  which 
is  sent  around  to  a  large  number  of  people  as 
evidence)  that  the  country  is  deeply  moved 
upon  a  particular  subject,  when,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  country  is  attending  to  its  business, 
has  some  little  faith  in  its  own  representatives. 
Even  if  the  newspapers  were  to  misrepresent 
my  honorable  friend  from  Illinois,  a  good  many 
people  in  Illinois,  even  if  they  read  these  news- 
papers, would  be  quite  likely  to  say,  *^  Well,  we 
nave  elected  the  honorable  Senator  who  was 
alluded  to,  becauseVe  knew  him;  we  knew  that 
he  had  fidelity ;  we  knew  that  he  had  integrity ; 
we  knew  that  he  had  intelligence :  and  what- 
ever some  one  man  may  write  in  tne  gallery  of 
the  Senate  and  send  by  telegraph  to  a  news- 
paper in  Illinois  will  not  change  our  opinion  of 
him  or  of  the  wisdom  of  what  he  does  in  public 
affairs,  until  he  comes  home  and  we  hear  what 
he  has  to  say  about  it. ' '  Therefore,  M  r.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  not  think  that  this  body  need  be 
largely  alarmed  because  we  are  told  over  and 
over  again  that  the  bar  of  public  opinion  is 
waiting  for  us,  and  that  the  majority  of  this 
body,  because,  as  I  said  before,  it  wishes  to  do  a 
good  thing  in  the  best  way,  is  to  go  down  into 
obscurity  or  oblivion  with  the  brand  of  public 
indignation  marked  upon  it,  rather  than  that 
it  should  do  what  my  honorable  friend  from 
Illinois  wishes  it  to  do,  a  good  thing  in  the 
wrong  way. 

Mr.  President,  my  friend  from  Illinois  has 
given  the  narrative,  as  he  calls  it,  of  this  res- 
olution, which  really  brings  us  down  to  the 
merit  of  the  proposition.  He  says  that  this  res- 
olution was  introduced  in  1866,  and  passed, 
and  amended,  and  all  that.  That  is  true.  Hci 
has  forgotten  what,  perhaps,  I  had  alluded  to 
in  a  word  before,  that  this  resolution,  when  it 
was  adopted  in  1866,  stated  in  advance,  by 
way  of  preamble,  the  high  grounds  of  public 
expediency,  and  the  extreme  crisis  of  public 
affairs  which  would  justify  them  in  reposing  in 
a  joint  select  committee  of  the  two  bodies  the 
extraordinary  powers  which  were  then  con- 
ferred. That  preamble  my  honorable  friend 
from  Illinois  has  not  read.  That  preamble  he 
has  not  brought  into  this  resolution  at  this 
time,  which  is  not  to  continue  a  committee 
then  created,  as  a  matter  of  course,  becaase  I 
have  told  you  before,  the  committee  did  not 
exist;  it  expired  with  Uie  expiration  of  the 
Forty -First  Congress,  and  no  man  proposed  to 
raise  it.     Now,  what  was  that  preamble? 

**  Whereas  the  financial  oonditi4>n  of  the  United 
States  demands  the  exercise  of  a  rigid  economy  in  all 
departments  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to  relieve 
the  people  at  the  earliest  possible  day  firom  the  bar- 
dens  of  excessive  taxation  **— 

So  far,  it  is  true  yet — 

"  and  whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  in 
many  departments  of  the  civil  service  abases  hare 
for  a  long  time  existed,  and  still  exist,  in  the  per- 
petuation of  osoless  offioes  and  sineoores,  in  extrav- 


agant salaries,  and  in  other  unneeessaary  and  waste- 
fal  expenditures :  Therefore, 
**  Retohed/'  Ac. 

The  critical  point  in  this  resolution,  the  one 
which  justified  its  passage,  was  in  the  two  or 
three  last  clauses  there,  (preceded  as  they  are 
by  a  truth  that  is  true  always  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  economy  and  a  reduction,)  in  accusing 
the  then  existing  Administration  as  a  body  and 
upon  a  reason — a  belief  which  both  Houses 
committed  themselves  to — that  the  whole  body 
of  the  civil  administration  under  Mr.  John- 
son was  in  a  corrupt,  extravagant,  and  waste- 
ful condition,  and  the  public  knew  and  under- 
stood it;  and  therefore  it  was  that  the  two 
Houses  resorted  to  this  extraordinary  measure. 

My  honorable  friend  has  said,  in  addition, 
why  do  we  complain  of  loading  up  this  com- 
mittee with  so  many  subjects  of  inquiry  when 
we  did  it  before?  My  honorable  friend  will 
find  that  when  an  amendment  was  oroposed  to  , 
this  resolution,  even  in  1866,  to  add  to  it  some 
of  the  things  which  he  insists  upon  adding 
now,  I  opposed  that  amendment  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  overloading  the  committee 
with  duties  that  ought  to  be  performed  hj 
other  committees  of  this  Chamber,  and  it 
would  be  loading  them  with  so  many  duties 
that  my  friend  from  Rhode  Island,  ^^at  the 
request  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr. 
Brown,^')  offered  an  amendment  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  appointments  and  dismissals 
from  office,  and  a  variety*  of  things  of  that 
kind,  after  the  resolution  had  been  reported 
from  the  committee,  to  which  I  am  roported 
as  making  this  objection — the  very  one  that  I 
have  made  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  when  be  offered  it  as  an 
original  resolution,  and  that  is  all  of  it : 

**It  appears  to  me,  and  has  appeared  to  other 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  consulted  upon  the 
sabjeotof  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  A*om  Rhode 
Island,  for  it  has  been  talked  about,  that,  if  this 
committee  properly  perform  the  duty  which  the 
resulntion  already  provides  for  it  will  have  suffi- 
cient labor  on  its  hands  from  now  till  the  1st  of 
December,  during  all  the  time  it  would  be  willing 
to  work.  By  providing  for  too  many  suhjects  of 
inquiry  we  are.  I  fear,  likely  not  to  accomplish  any- 
thing. I  would  prefer,  therefore,  that  this  amend- 
ment should  not  be  adopted  to  this  resolution;  but 
I  should  most  heartily  go  for  it  as  an  independent 
proposition  committed  to  some  other  committee,  so 
as  to  be  sure  to  have  the  service  performed ;  for  it 
is  very  important,  certainly  sufficiently  important, 
to  engage  the  attention  of  a  special  committee  on 
that  subject  alone." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  WUl  the  Senator  from 
Vermont — as  I  presume  he  desires  to  be  accu- 
rate— state  the  fact  that  this  committee  was 
raised  without  the  preamble  both  at  the 
Fortieth  and  Forty-First  Congresses? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  He  seems  to  attach  im- 
portance to  the  preamble.  It  was  raised  with- 
out any  preamble  in  the  Fortieth  and  Forty- 
First  Congresses.     Here  is  the  record  of  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  rose  for  the  singular 
purpose  of  endeavoring  to  state  the  mcts. 
That  is  what  I  am  up  for  at  the  present  time. 
[Laughter.]  But  I  cannot  state  all  the  facts 
at  once,  if  my  honorable  friend  will  pardon 
me.  I  have  not  that  facility  and  felicity  of 
language  which  my  friend  has,  which  enables 
him  to  say  everything  at  the  same  time.  I  was 
just  commencing,  in  imitation  of  my  honorable 
friend,  with  the  beginning  of  this  committee. 
Then  I  was  about  to  go  on,  if  he  would  have 
done  me  the  honor  to  wait  for  a  minute  or 
two,  to  state  what  occurred  afterward. 

This  committee  thus  raised,  and  having  the 
same  objection  made  to  this  universal  enlarge- 
ment of  its  powers  then  that  I  make  now, 
went  forward  to  perform  what  duties  it  could. 
It  could  not  perform  one  tenth,  not  one  twen- 
tieth of  the  auties  which  the  generality  of  the 
language  creating  it  authorized  and  seemed  to 
require  it  to  perform ;  but  we  worked  all  the 
time  and  did  the  best  we  could,  and  we  trust 
that  we  did  a  good  deal  of  good. 

Then,  when  we  come  to  the  next  Congress, 
there  was  a  revival  and  continuance  of  the 


committee  by  a  resolution  which  only  referred 
to  the  preSxistence  of  the  committee,and  which 
therefore  took  up  by  implication  and  adoption 
the  same  grounds  for  its  creation  and  oontin- 
uance  as  existed  before.  Then  we  came  to  the 
termination  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  John- 
son. Then  the  chairmanships  of  committees 
changed,  and«  as  strange  ana  awful  as  it  may 
appear,  the  chairmanships  are  always  changed 
in  a  caucus  effectively.  Some  four  or  five  men, 
as  my  honorable  friend  from  Illinois  farthest 
from  me  [Mr.  Looan]  I  believe  is  represented 
as  stating,  as  was  mentioned  to  meahUle  while 
ago 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Oh,  I  thought  you  did  not 
hear  me  1 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  did  not  hear  yon.  Do 
I  misquote  you? 

Mr.  LOGAN.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  weU,  then.  Iff  have 
the  fiavor  of  knowing  what  my  friend  said  wiUi- 
out  hearing  him,  I  nave  the  advantage  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge  in  two  places  at  once  while 
being  in  only  one  of  them.  [Laughter.]  It 
almost  always  happens  that  some  four  or  five 
men  in  a  certain  sense  regulate  afiairs ;  that  is 
to  say,  inasmuch  as  forty  men  cannot  cooTen- 
iently  look  over  the  list  and  place  gentlemen 
in  the  most  effective  and  agreeable  positions  on 
both  sides  of  the  Chamber,  it  is  usually  com- 
mitted to  some  four  or  five  men  to  have  them 
report  what  is  satisfiictory  to  the  whole  body. 
Then  it  becomes  the  act  of  the  whole  body,  it 
looks  very  much  Jike  what  we  do  in  the  public 
sessions  of  the  Senate.  We  commit  to  a  com- 
mittee of  four  or  five  or  seven  men  the  most 
important  topics,  and  it  almost  always  hap- 
pens that  their  say-so  is  finally  obserrcKl. 

But  to  return  to  this  committee :  the  chair- 
manships changed,  and  then  a  new  administra- 
tion coming  in,  and  that  feeling  of  brotherhood 
and  good  will  which  exists  in  this  body  at  all 
times,  and  never  more  so,  I  take  it,  than  to-day, 
thought  it  a  wise  and  fit  thing  to  keep  that 
committee  right  on,  and  to  make  my  honorable 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  its  chairman.  He 
had  been  a  highly  honored  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  had  been  a 
member  for  some  time  of  this  body,  an  able 
member  on  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment, 
and  it  was  thought  suitable  that  that  honor 
able  gentleman  should  *'have  a  committee,' 
as  the  saying  is,  and  that  committee  was  con- 
tinued, and  he  wcm  made  its  chairman.  Very 
well. 

Then  we  come  down  to  the  next  Congress, 
which  began  its  sessions  in  March  last.  Then 
the  committee  again  expired,  and  then,  I  repeat, 
(because  it  seems  to  be  entirely  forgotten  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Illinois,)  when,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  this  body,  we  again  met  on 
the  4th  of  March,  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives met,  no  man  again  proposes  in  this 
body  or  in  the  other  to  continue  or  to  revive 
that  committee ;  no  man  felt  that  there  was 
any  public  expediency  of  any  kind  which  re- 
quired the  exercise  of  the  extraordinary  powers 
which  had  been  brought  into  life  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Andrew  Johnson  and  by  general 
consent 

Mr.  THURMAN  rose. 

Mr.  EDM UNDS.  Does  the  Senator  ask  me 
to  yield  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  thought  the  Senator 
had  finished  the  sentence. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  will  finish  the  sentence 
when  my  honorable  friend  puts  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  he  will  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him,  he  has  said,  and  repeated  it,  that 
nobody  thought  of  the  revival  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No;  I  did  not  say  that 
nobody  thought  of  its  revival.  I  dare  say  my 
honorable  friend  did. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  nobody  proposed 
its  revival,  he  said. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  said  that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Nobody,  I  suppose,  did 
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renoy  of  the  Government  from  the  beginning, 
and  to  exercise  the  power  of  sending  for  per- 
sons and  papers  in  carrying  oat  that  specific 
inquiry. 

On  the  theory  of  Senators  who  have  advo- 
cated this  general  resolution,  that  was  an 
entirely  unnecessary  thing  for  the  Senate  to 
do  ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  Senate  loug  ago 
had  come  to  the  sober  conclusion  that,  except 
in  the  extreme  emergency  of  1866,  it  was  not 
wise  or  right  to  have  any  committee  exercise 
the  general  power,  and  over  all  topics,  of 
sending  for  persons  and  papers  at  their  dis- 
cretion upon  any  matter  that  they  chose  to 
investigate.  Therefore,  and  without  any  oppo- 
sition, and  as  a  fit  and  proper  matter  of  course, 
we  were  from  time  to  time  directed  (and  in 
this  instance  in  particular  which  is  in  my  mind, 
to  make  Uiis  investigation  into  the  monev 
affairs  of  the  Treasury  Department)  with 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  And 
let  me  add  in  reference  to  the  numoer  of  thines 
that  any  one  committee  in  this  body  can  do 
that  that  one  investigation  occupied  that  com- 
mittee nearly  six  months  with  ever  constant 
labor,  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  and  com- 
plete investigation.  Were  all  the  other  com- 
mittees on  every  other  topic  to  stop  in  the 
meantime?  It  shows  the  absurdity  of  this 
method  of  generalization. 

But  I  am  occupying,  sir,  too  much  of  your 
time  altogether.  I  have  thought  it  right  that 
we  should  look  back  once  in  awhile  and  see 
the  stake,  as  the  surveyors  would  sav,  from 
which  we  started.  Now,  I  come — and  then  I 
believe  I  shall  apologize  for  having  spoken  so 
long  and  sit  down — to  the  land  of  Canaan, 
which  is  the  object  of  all  good  men's  desires. 
My  honorable  friend  from  Illinois  in  speaking 
of  the  gross  abuses  in  this  Government,  one 
in  Kentucky  and  one  somewhere  else  and 
another  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  requires 
the  immediate  appointment  of  this  committee 
with  these  remaricable  powers,  told  us  that  he 
had  a  letter  from  there  from  one  of  my  con- 
stituents which  showed  a  state  of  things  which 
required  this  investigation  of  public  abuses, 
and  he  promised  me  that  I  might  read  the 
letter  if  I  would  not  have  the  man  turned  out 
of  oMce  for  writing  it.  I  beg  to  tell  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Illinois  in  the  first  place 
that  it  is  not  my  habit,  whatever  may  be  the 
habit  of  other  Senators,  to  ask  that  anybody 
be  turned  out  of  office  or  turned  in.  The 
instam^  is  not  to  be  found 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  does  not 
state  what  I  said ;  of  course,  he  does  not 
intend  to  misstate  me.  I  do  not  think  I  said 
that  he  should  not  have  him  turned  out. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     You  did,  I  think. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  meant  to  say  that  the 
writing  of  the  letter  should  not  expose  him  to 
being  turned  out,  that  the  Senator  should 
protect  him  from  being  turned  out. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  will.  The  only  trouble 
about  that  is  that  he  seems  to  have  been  turned 
out  over  three  months  ago,  which  may  possi- 
bly account  for  his  dissatisfaction  at  the  state 
of  the  public  service.  [Laughter.]  I  will  not 
promise  to  have  him  turned  back  again,  but  I 
will  read  his  letter,  leaving  out  the  name,  be- 
cause perhaps  he  would  not  like  to  have  his 
name  mentioned.  Nevertheless,  1  will  be 
guided  as  to  that  by  my  friend  from  Illinois: 

*•  Canaan.  Essex  County,  Vbbmont, 

December  12, 1871. 

'*  Hon.  Ltman  Tbumbull,  U,  8.  Senator. 
**  DsAB  6iB :  I  commend  yoa  very  muoh'^— 
So  far  I  agree  with  my  constituent.  [Laugh- 
ter]— 

'*for  your  effort  to  revive  the  Committee  on  Re- 
trenchment and  Reform,  for  I  know  Uiere  is  great 
need  .'of  it.  from  my  own  observation,  having  had 
charge  of  the  custom-house  at  this  place  from  1849 
to  1853"— 

That  was  four  years — 
••  and  then  from  1861  to  1871." 

That  was  nine  years  more.  Here  is  a  public 
officer  of  thirteen  years,  a  deputy  collecto] 


Mr.  CONKLING.    Fourteen. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  may  be  fourteen;  I 
will  not  stand  about  a  year — 

**  My  observation  is  that  twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
force  employed  in  the  oastonu  department  may  be 
dispensed  with,  and  a  large  improvement  made  in 
the  remainder.  There  are  now  two  deputy  collectors 
here  at  a  pay  of  some  $2,000,  besides  other  expenses, 
when  the  entries  do  not  average  three  per  week, 
and  there  is  now  no  smuggling  this  way.  I  bad  only 
1360  per  annum  and  no  assistant  until  1867,  although 
one  was  needed  after  the  tax  was  put  so  high  on 
liquors." 

{Laughter.] 
trust,  Mr.  President,  the  Senate  will  treat 
my  constituents  and  this  subject  with  proper 
gravity.     [Laughter.]     I  insist  upon  that. 

"Some  three  years  ago  my  salary  was  raised  to 
$500,  and  when  I  went  out  in  August  my  successor 
was  given  $1,000.  and  furnished  an  office  and  wood 
and  lights  and  stationery  and  postage,  etc." 

I  suppose  the  *  ^  etc. ' '  means  liquor.  [ Laugh- 
ter.] 

"  All  of  which  I  found  myself  free  to  the  Govern- 
ment, having  town  and  law  business  here  and  there 
being  so  little  labor  for  the  customs  for  the  two 
years  past  that  I  could  afford  it.  Besides,  there  is 
an  inspector  of  customs  at  Colebrook" — 

In  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  I  think  that 
it  ought  to  be  abolished  at  once,  [laughter] — 

'*  eight  miles  frt>m  here  at  a  salary  of  four  dollars 
per  day.  with  nothing  whatever  to  do.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  aid  the  officers  here.  I  know  that  his 
office  is  a  perfect  sinecure,  from  my  large  experience 
in  the  bunnees." 

I  think  my  friend  from  Illinois  will  do  me 
and  my  State  the  justice  to  see  now  when 
the  letter  is  read  that  these  abuses  are  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  and  not  in  the  State 
of  Vermont;  for  my  constituent,  although 
turned  out  of  office,  says  that  the  office  which 
is  not  needed  is  over  in  New  Hampshire  and 
not  in  our  State.  I  was  quite  sure  tnere  could 
not  be  any  unnecessary  office  in  Vermont. 

**  To  be  sure  these  sams  are  small ;  but  they  prore 
beyond  question  that  the  spirit  of  economy  does  not 

Srevail  as  it  should  in  the  rerenue  service ;  and  it 
008  not  prevail  elsewhere,  so  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  in  this  State,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  in  Maine, 
and  what  is  true  in  these  places  is  more  abundantly 
true  in  the  large  cities. 

"Again,  notwithstanding  all  that  the  Administra- 
tion talks  in  behalf  of  reform  in  the  civil  service,  it 
is  not  carried  out  in  removals  and  selections." 

On  which  subject,  you  see,  ray  constituent 
could  speak  feelingly;  the  wrong  man  was 
removed  in  his  case. 

"  Let  an  officer  speak  against  Grant's  renomination, 
and  what  is  his  term  worth  ?  No  matter  how  able, 
experienced,  and  upright  he  is,  he  must  go  out  and 
a  mere  party  hack  take  his  place.  The  Aepublican 
party  has  done  great  things  which  will  stand  out 
nobl^  on  the  page  of  history ;  but  it  must  retrench 
and  It  must  reform  the  civU  service,  or  it  will  de- 
servedly perish.  I  would  not  have  troubled  you  with 
this  letter."  &c. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  necessary  to  read  that,  as  it 
is  personal. 

"  P.  S.— There  is  absolutely  nothing  more  than  for 
one  customs  officer  to  do  here,  and  the  other  one 
should  be  discharged." 

There,  Mr.  President,  is  this  important  let- 
ter which  my  friend  flourished  with  such  a 
gravity  before  this  body,  and  at  me,  as  show- 
ing the  extent  to  which  the  corruptions  and 
unnecessary  holding  of  offices  had  gone  in  this 
Government.  Here  is  a  worthy  and  respect- 
able gentleman  living  up  in  the  northeast  comer 
of  Vermont,  where  three  or  four  roads  come 
in  from  the  British  dominions,  and  where  the 
introduction  of  goods  is  carried  on  by  teams, 
and  where  every  road  is  necessarily  a  place 
through  which  people  come,  who,  having  held 
office  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  found  last 
August  that  his  services  were  no  longer  required, 
and  that  some  fresh  hand  at  the  bellows  should 
be  brought  in,  and  now  he  writes  to  my  hon- 
orable mend  to  say  that  that  is  great  proof  to 
him  that  the  civil  service  needs  reform,  espe 
cially  in  respect  to  removals  from  office.  I 
have  no  doubt  he  thinks  so. 

I  have  a  high  respect  for  my  constituent, 
and  I  think  he  believes  every  word  that  he 
says ;  but  I  will  mention  for  the  information 
of  m^  honorable  friend  from  Illinois  that  my 
constituent  has  got  the  sum  to  which  his  suc- 
cessors are  entitled  and  which  they  are  paid 


about  double  what  the  fact  is ;  but  perhaps  a 
speech  or  a  letter  ooght  not  to  be  spoiled  for 
tnat  reason.  He  has  stated  the  compensation 
of  inspectors  'of  customs  up  there  at  about 
twice  what  the  Treasury  Department  allows 
them ;  but  of  course  the  Senate  does  not  want 
to  be  detained  to-night  on  the  question  of 
whether  it  is  suitable  to  have  two  deputy  col- 
lectors or  inspectors  of  customs  on  the  bor- 
der of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  or  one. 
That  will  be  a  matter  which  I  trust  will  engage 
the  earliest  attention  of  this  committee  that  I 
hope  we  are  about  to  raise. 

i  should  not  have  said  what  I  have  aboiiT 
this  tnatter  at  all,  but  for  the  fact  that  my  con- 
stituent and  my  State  seemed  to  be  brought 
into  this  question  of  public  reform.  I  can  as- 
sure my  friend  from  Illinois  that  we  are  all  for 
reform  up  there.  A  celebrated  Irish  orator 
once  said  about  one  of  his  constituents  that  he 
was  ^^all  for  love  and  a  little  for  the  bottle;'* 
and  so  we  are  all  for  reform  and  a  little  for 
Republicanism,  and  we  have  a  notion  up  in 
that  direction— aud  I  am  sure  my  friend  agrees 
with  it — that  it  is  not  quite  the  thing  for  a  mi- 
nority of  Republicans  to  accuse  the  majorky 
who  wish  to  do  a  thins  in  a  little  different 
way  from  that  in  which  tney  want  to  do  it,  with 
being  opposed  to  it  altogether,  or  to  try  to  make 
the  country  think  so. 

Now,  my  friend  ^om  Illinois  wil!  do  those 
of  us  who  happen  to  be  in  the  majority  the 
justice  to  believe  that  we  are  just  as  much  in 
favor  of  investigation  and  of  reform  as  most 
people  are ;  I  will  not  say  as  he  is,  because 
perhaps  we  cannot  measure  our  seal  by  his 
just  now  at  this  season  of  the  year :  but  in 
general  I  think  he  will  agree  to  that.  It  is  not, 
however,  perhaps  quite  what  we  deserve,  to  say 
that  because  we  happen  to  be  in  a  minority  we 
are  overriding  the  just  and  equal  rights  of  men 
in  proposing  to  investigate  all  abases  through 
a  standing  committee  with  the  same  powers 
that  his  standing  committee  has,  or  more,  if  it 
will  please  my  friend,  instead  of  doing  it  in 
exactly  his  way  of  a  select,  special,  concur- 
rent committee  of  the  two  Houses,  with  power 
to  sit  in  the  recess,  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  without  any  direcUon  from  either  body 
as  to  what  they  are  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  for. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  SUMNER.     We  had  better  adjourn. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Akthoitt] 
does  not  like  to  adjourn  yet,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  adjourn  after  all  these  abarp 
points  we  have  had  from  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  WILSON.    Wait  till  morning. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No ;  I  think  we  might 
as  well  take  up  these  large  questions  upon 
which  he  has  dwelt  at  such  considerable  length. 
More,  he  has  read  a  private  letter  which  he 
begged  me  to  hand  to  him,  and  which  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  read  to  tlie  Senate.  He  has 
given  us  a  lecturt  on  the  propriety  of  caucuses, 
and  what  he  understands  gentlemen  should  do. 
I  suppose  it  is  entirely  within  the  purview  of 
gentlemanly  conduct  to  ask  another  person  for 
a  letter  which  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  read, 
and  then  get  up  and  read  it  in  the  Senate.  I 
think  that  lecture  upon  the  proprieties  of  gen- 
tlemanly conduct  came  yery  well  from  a  per- 
son who  would  pursue  such  a  course  in  the 
Senate.  And  then  he  proceeded  to  make  fun 
and  sport  of  the  letter  of  one  of  his  constituents, 
who  states  that  there  are  two  men  employed 
at  his  own  town  where  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  for  more  than  one  to  do,  and  then  to 
state  that  it  related  to  somebody  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. I  suppose  that  comports  with  a  finir 
treatment  of  the  letter,  in  tne  estimation  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont.  Further, 
he  dwelt  at  great  length  upon  a  preamble  that 
was  adopted  in  1866^  and  strove  to  create  the 
impression  before  this  Senate,  and  have  it  go 
out  to  the  country,  that  the  Retrenchment  Com- 
mittee had  been  got  up  in  consequence  of  that 
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have  said  that  with  so  much  impressiveness  to 
me.  I  stated  (and  it  was  in  aid  of  what  I  was 
saying,  that  this  Senate  had  determined  that  it 
was  unnecessary  to  continue  the  committee, 
had  so  determined  after  thought  upon  it  and 
talk  about  it  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  continue 
that  committee,)  that  my  recollection  was  that 
my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire 
had  introduced  a  resolution  of  that  kind,  which 
was  suffered  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  My 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  who,  it  seems  by 
his  own  statement,  was  put  up  to  do  it  by 
somebody,  and  did  not  want  to  do  it  himself, 
did  put  in  a  resolution  of  that  kind,  which  was 
suffered  to  sleep.  Nobody  brought  it  up  for 
action.  Does  that  help  the  case  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  any.  If  it  does,  he  is  welcome 
to  it.     He  needs  it. 

But  my  friend  says  it  could  not  be  acted  on 
because ,  petty  as  I  am,  I  forced  through  this 
Senate  a  resolution  that  we  should  not  do  any 
business,  and  therefore  we  could  not  get  it  up. 
Let  me  excuse  myself  by  saying  to  my  friend 
that  I  do  not  force  anything  through  this  body 
or  upon  it.  The  Senate  adopted  this  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  what  we  would  do  at  the 
last  session : 

**B«9olvedf  That  the  Senate  will  consider  at  the 
present  session  no  general  legislation  except  such  as 
relates  to  the  suppreasion  of  disorder  and  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property  in  the  severid  States." 

Was  tiie  raising  a  committee  of  this  body  or 
of  the  two  Houses  general  legislation  7  Will 
my  friend  maintain  that  he  has  not  a  right 
under  that  resolution,  and  in  perfect  conform- 
ity to  it,  to  propose  and  get  passed  as  many 
concurrent  resolutions  as  he  could  get  agreed 
to  for  all  committees  upon  all  subjects?  I 
know,  for  he  is  a  man  of  truth  and  honor,  that 
he  will  not  maintain  anything  of  the  kind. 
Wherefore,  then,  does  he  say  that  this  com- 
mittee was  not  given  up  by  general  consent, 
afler  it  was  talked  about  and  after  it  was  dis- 
cussed, as  it  appears,  on  the  ground  that  here 
was  a  resolution  which  prevented  it?  My 
friend  is  mistaken.  The  resolution  did  not 
prevent  it,  and  yet  he  never  made  any  motion 
to  take  up  the  resolution  providing  for  the 
committee.  He  seems  to  have  experienced, 
as  some  people  in  olden  time  did,  a  kind  of 
new  birth,  a  second  sight,  which  has  brought 
all  at  once  and  suddenly  to  his  recollection 
and  observation  this  great  crisis  of  public 
affairs,  which  requires  not  only  retrenchment 
and  investigation,  which  everybody  wishes  to 
have,  but  it  must  be  retrenchment  and  investi- 
gation in  his  waj,  or  it  shall  not  be  retrench- 
ment and  investigation  at  all ! 

My  friend  talks  about  the  people  of  the 
country.  We  will  see  what  the  people  of  the 
country  say  in  the  end.  We  will  not  be  alarmed 
at  whatever  may  be  said  to-day  or  to-morrow 
by  men  who  write  information,  or  what  passes 
for  infonnation,  to  the  people  of  the  country ; 
but  we  will  see  in  the  end  now  much  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  are  to  be  disturbed  because 
we  do  a  thing  in  a  right  and  regular  and  con- 
stitutional and  effective  way  rather  than  to 
take  the  say-so  of  my  friend  that  it  must  be 
done  in  his  way  or  it  mast  be  wrong. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  we  shall  now  have 
a  vote  on  this  question,  or  else  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion  before  the  Senate  is  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr. 
Anthony]  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Trumbull.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Allow  me  to  make  one 
remark  before  this  debate  closes,  if  it  ever 
shall  close.  Something  has  been  said  about 
senatorial  caucuses.  Now,  I  shall  make  no 
revelation,  but  I  shall  repeat  what  for  ten  years 
I  have  said  in  this  Chamber  as  often  as  occa- 
sion allowed.  A  senatorial  caucus  is  simply 
a  convenience.  It  is  in  no  respect  an  obliga- 
tion on  anybody.  To  hold  that  it  is,  is  infi- 
nitely absurd  and  unconstitutional.  I  mean 
what  I  sav — it  is  infinitely  absurd  and  uncon- 
stitutional.    We  are  all  under  the  obligation 


of  an  oath  as  Senators  obliged  to  transact  the 
public  business  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  We  have  no  right  to  desert 
this  Chamber  and  go  into  a  secret  conclave 
and  there  dispose  of  the  public  business.  I 
say  it  is  absurd  and  unconstitutional  to  pretend 
that  you  have. 

I  make  a  great,  broad,  clean  distinction 
between  a  nominating  convention  outaide,  or 
a  caucus  outaide  and  a  senatorial  caucus.  A 
nominating  convention  or  a  caucus  outside  is 
held  in  the  light  of  day ;  it  is  open  ;  there  are 
reporters  present ;  it  is  under  the  direct  eye 
of  the  people.  I  think  that  all  patriot  citizens 
are  beginning  to  recognize  that  even  that  is  a 
very  questionable  form  of  proceeding,  and  I 
know  that  there  are  many  who  are  looking 
about  anxiously  for  some  way  in  which  to 
supersede  it.  But  there  is  an  immense  differ- 
ence between  such  an  assembly  and  a  sena- 
torial caucus.  The  senatorial  caucus  is  secret; 
it  is  confidential,  if  you  please;  it  has  no 
reporters  present;  it  is  not  in  the  light  of  day. 
Wny,  sir,  to  take  the  public  business  from  this 
Chamber  and  carry  it  into  such  a  caucus,  is  a 
defiance  of  reason  and  of  the  best  principles 
of  government.  A  Senator  has  no  right  to 
abdicate  his  duties  here  in  this  Chamber.  He 
has  no  right  to  go  into  a  secret  chamber  and 
there  constrain  himself  in  regard  to  the  public 
business. 

•  What  I  say  now  I  do  not  say  for  the  first 
time  in  this  Chamber.  I  have  said  it  before, 
and  when  I  have  said  it  I  have  been  answered  by 
as  able  a  Senator  as  any  who  has  sat  here  in 
our  day.  He  is  no  longer  now  among  the 
living.  I  mean  the  late  Senator  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Fessenden,)  who  differed  from  me  on 
the  question.  The  Globe  will  show  what  he 
said  and  what  I  said,  now  many  years  ago. 
Therefore,  in  making  this  protest,  I  say  noth- 
ing new,  but  I  do  it  now  under  a  profound  sense 
of  duty.  Sir,  I  am  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  Republican  party ;  in  some  measures 
lam  one  of  its  founders ;  I  am  the  oldest  Sen- 
ator in  service  here ;  and  I  bear  my  testimony 
now  as  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  and 
as  a  Senator  against  the  pretension  which  i.s 
set  up  that  a  senatorial  caucus  can  exercise 
any  constraint  or  obligation  with  regard  to 
public  business.  It  is  nothing  but  a  conven- 
ience— that  is  all ;  and  any  one  who  goes  further 
and  insists  that  it  is  an  obligation  runs  against 
the  Constitution  of  his  country. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  The  Senator  from  Illinois, 
who  has  already  spoken  twice  on  this  subject, 
requests  me  to  read  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate,  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, a  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  to 
this  effect  at  the  last  session,  to  show  that 
the  resolution  providing  for  the  revival  of 
the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  could  not 
come  up : 

**  Resolved ^  That  the  Senate  will  consider  at  the 
present  session  no  other  legislative  business  than 
the  deficiency  appropriation  bill,  the  concurrent 
resolution  for  a  joint  committee  to  investigate  into 
the  condition  of  the  States  lately  in  insurrection, 
and  the  resolution  now  pending  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  or  bills 
that  will  enable  the  Preeldent  and  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  execute  the  laws  in  said  States,  and 
the  report  that  may  be  made  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  that  subject.'' 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  Mr.  President,  for  one  I 
have  very  much  regretted  this  debate.  It  has 
seemed  to  me  to  revolve  upon  the  smallest 
point  of  any  debate  that  I  have  listened  to  or 
witnessed  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate.  As  I  understand  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  about  which 
this  contest  is  now  pending,  it  is  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  which  provides  that  this  committee 
shall  have  power  to  sit  during  the  recess,  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  &c.  Doesit  not  strike 
any  man  of  common  sense  that  it  is  remark- 
able at  the  beginning  ofa  long  session  that  it  is 
necessary  now  to  provide,  six  or  eight  months 
in  advance,  that  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate  shall  have  power  to  sit  during  the  recess 


after  we  adjourn?  And  will  it  not  strike  every 
man  of  common  sense  as  a  little  remarkable 
that  it  should  be  so  persistently  urged  here  that 
this  committee  should  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  when  there  is  not  a  single 
dollar  in  the  fiands  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  that  can  be  used  to  pay  a  aingle  wit- 
ness? Appropriations  must  first  be  made  be- 
fore investigations  of  this  kind  can  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Then,  sir,  there  is  one  other  thing  to  which 
I  will  allude.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  effort  to  create  this  committee  at  the  first 
session  of  this  Congress.  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly that  effort,  and  I  remember  that  some 
one  appealed  to  me  for  that  committee  in  order 
that  somebody  might  have  a  clerk  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Who  was  that?  I  should 
like  to  know 

The  PRESIDING  OFPICBR.  Is  the  Senate 
ready  for  the  question  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment? 

Mr.  THURM  AN.  Letus  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  am  paired  on  this  question 
with  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Davis.]  If  he  were  here  he  would  vote 
**  nay,    and  I  should  vote  "  yea." 

Mr.  WEST.  I  am  paired  on  this  question 
with  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  John- 
ston. ]  If  he  were  here  would  vote  "  nay,**  and 
I  should  vote  **yea." 

Mr.  BLAIR.    I  am  paired  on  this  question 
with  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Kel 
ix>OG.]     He  would  vote  for  this  amendment, 
and  1  should  vote  against  it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  29,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

TBAS— Mesrss.  Ames,  Anthony.  Boremao.  Baek- 
ingham.  Cameron,  Carpenter.  Chandler,  Clayton. 
Gonklinv,  Corbett,  Cra^n.  Edmunds.  Ferry  of  Mich - 
iffan.  Flanaean.  Frelmghuvsen.  Oilbert  Hamlin, 
Hitchcock.  Howe,  Morton,  Osbom.  Pomeroy.  Pool. 
Pratt.  Sawyer,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Wilson,  and  Win- 
dom— 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Casserly.  Cooper.  Davi«» 
of  Kentucky,  Fenton,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Kelly. 
Logan,  Patterson,  Sanlsbury,  Schuia.  Stevenson. 
Stockton,  Sumner.  Tburmaa,  Tipton,  Tmmball. 
and  Vickers— 18- 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Blair.  Brownlow.  Cald- 
well, Cole,  Davis  of  West  VirginiaJPeiTy  of  Con- 
necticut, Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hiurlan.  Hill.  Johnston. 
Kellogjr,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Ver- 
mont, Nye,  Ramsey,  Rioe.  Robertson,  Scott,  Sher- 
man, Spragne,  West,  and  Wright— 24. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
proposed  bv  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Trumbull, tas  amended. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  now  move  to  amend  the 
amendment,  as  amended,  by  adding  to  it  the 
following; 

And  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise, and  also  to  appoint  a  elerk. 

I  do  not  desire  to  continue  or  reopen  this 
debate.  I  will  simply  say  that  thispropoeition 
provides  that  this  committee  shall  have  a  clerk, 
and  that  they  shall  also  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers.  It  does  not  provide  that 
thev  may  sjt  during  the  recess.  When  we  get 
to  the  end  of  this  session,  we  shall  know  whether 
we  ought  to  enter  upon  that  or  not,  and  if  it  is 
then  deemed  necessary,  I  shall  be  perfectly 
willing  to  permit  them  to  do  it.  We  nave  pro- 
vided what  this  committee  shall  do,  and  if  we 
adopt  this  amendment  we  will  allow  them  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers  and  give  them  a 
clerk  dunng  this  session,  and  then  at  the  end 
of  the  session  we  can  determine  the  question 
whether  they  shall  be  permitted  to  sit  daring 
the  recess. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts is  merely  anticipating  what  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
when  the  committee  is  raised,  and  which  I 
happen  to  know,  and  a  great  many  others 
know,  he  intends  to  do.     It  is  for  the  chaimian 
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of  the  committee  to  ask  for  permissioa  to  send 
for  peisona  and  papers  and  to  ask  for  the  ap- 

SMntment  of  a  clerk.  When  we  appoint  the 
ommittee  on  Naval  Afiairs  we  do  not  give 
them  permission  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
but  if  they  ask  for  that  authority  we  give  it. 
I  have  no  objection  to  this  amendment,  but  I 
think  it  should  have  come  from  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut,  who  I  know  intends  to 
move  it. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  As  I  understand  the  amend.- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, it  will  make  this  a  permanent  thing,  will 
it  not? 

Mr.  WILSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Then  this  committee  will 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  at 
any  time  for  years  to  come. 

Mr.  WILSON.  During  this  session.  That 
is  all  the  time  the  committee  lasts. 

Mr.  CORBETT.    Is  that  the  resolution? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  the  objection  of 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  is  very  well  taken, 
and  I  stand  corrected.  This  is  a  proposition 
to  give  this  committee  a  permanent  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  which  no  other 
standing  committee  has.  I  do  not  think  we 
ooght  to  give  it  such  power.  I  hope  the  Sen-  • 
ator  from  Massachusetts  will  withdraw  his 
amendment,  and  then  let  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  who  is  to  be  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  move  it  himself  for  this  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  This  committee  lasts  during 
ibis  session  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  No;  it  is  a  .standing 
committee. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  is  a  standing  committee, 
but  all  standing  committees  die  at  the  close  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  committees  do  not 
die.  The  members  may  go  out  of  office ;  but 
the  powers  of  the  committee  remain,  whatever 
powers  we  confer  upon  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  if  there  is  nobody 
to  exercise  them  they  will  not  be  exercised. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But  if  the  committee  is 
reappointed  at  the  next  session,  it  is  reap 
pointed  with  the  powers  that  we  give  to  it  at 
this  session,  and  this  is  a  proposition  to  give 
to  this  committee  powers  that  we  give  to  no 
other  committee  of  this  body,  and  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  in 
regard  to  that,  that  if  this  proposition  is  now 
ai£>pted,  and  we  choose  to  change  it  at  the  next 
session  when  we  reappoint  the  committee,  there 
will  be  no  trouble  about  it.  We  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  controversy  here  about  what  has 
seemed  to  me  from  the  beginning  a  very  small 
matter.  We  have  reached  the  point  we  now 
have  here,  and  it  seems  to  me  if  we  adopt  tbia 
proposition  it  will  go  out  to  the  country  that 
we  have  appointed  this  committee,  clotbed  it 
with  full  and  ample  powers  during  this  session,  - 
and,  if  need  be,  will  continue  it  to  sit  during 
the  recess. 

Mr.  PRELINGHUYSEN.  We  can  give 
the  committee  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  on  every  specific  case  that  is  submitted 
to  ft,  and  the  Senate  ought  not  to  give  up  that 
control.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  There  is  no  proper  com- 
parison between  this  committee  and  one  of  the 
otlier  standing  committees  of  this  body.  It 
was  suggested,  **  Why  give  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  to  this  committee  any  more 
than  to  the  Naval  Committee  ?' '  Sir,  the  Naval 
Committee  is  one  of  the  other  standing  com- 
mittees of  the  Senate.  The  function  of  each 
of  these  committees  is  a  function  to  consider 
subjects  and  papers  sent  to  them.  Its  power 
to  inquire  is  only  incidental,  and  is  very  rarely 
exercised — I  mean  the  power  to  inquire  by 
testimony  and  through  witnesses. 

During  the  time  that  I  have  been  in  the 
Senate,  on  the  three  or  four  committees  of 
which  I  have  happened  to  be  a  member,  I 
remember  hot  two  cases  in  which  testimony 


was  taken.  One  was  before  the  Printing 
Committee,  and  the  other  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  But  mark  the 
difference.  Here  is  a  committee  the  main 
function  of  which  is  to  investigate,  to  inquire. 
How  do  you  inquire,  how  do  you  investigate, 
except  through  testimony?  Therefore  you 
propose  to  raise  a  committee  of  investigation 
without  the  power  to  obtain  testimony.  That 
is  a  distinction  which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  vital, 
which  entirely  justifies  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  so  to  amend  this 
resolution  as  to  vest  in  this  committee  the 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  A 
committee  of  investigation  without  tne  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers  seems  to  me 
a  committee  which  is  in  terms  an  absurdity, 
and,  in  fact,  a  nonentity. 

Mr.  CRA6IN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  to  modify  his  amendment,  or  I 
will  move  as  an  amendment  to  it,  if  it  has  not 
got  into  that  stage  that  it  cannot  be  amended 
further 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  would 
be  out  of  order.  This  is  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  Then  I  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator to  modify  the  amendment  so  as  to  author- 
ize the  committee  to  apppoint  a  clerk,  and  to 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  willing  to  make  that 
modification  if  that  will  suit  Senators.  I  believe 
we  ought  to  do  this,  and  then  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary,  we  can 
authorize  the  committee  to  sit  during  the  re- 
cess. I  am  willing  that  it  shall  end  with  the 
close  of  the  session,  unless  we  otherwise  order, 
but  if  there  shall  then  beany  necessity  for  con- 
tinuing it,  I  shall  vote  for  all  propositions  look- 
ing to  the  most  thorough  investigation. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.     I  will  go  with  the  Senator. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sec- 
retary will  report  the  amendment  to  the  amend  - 
ment,  as  changed  by  the  suggestion  accepted 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  as  modified,  now  reads : 

And  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send 
for  persona  and  papers  during  the  present  session  of 
the  Senate,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  and 
also  to  appoint  a  clerk. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER-  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  us  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  this  committee  can  accomplish  very  much 
without  this  power.  I  think  it  is  essential  that 
they  shall  have  it  before  they  go  into  any  in- 
vestigation. But,  I  am  informed  by  Senators 
older  than  I  am,  that  it  is  not  customary  to 
give  such  authority  to  any  committee  except 
on  special  occasions,  and  when  the  authority  is 
asked  for  with  reference  to  a  particular  exam- 
ination or  investigation.  That  being  so,  I  shall 
vote  against  the  amendment,  although  there 
will  be  instances  in  which  I  shall  think  it  very 
essential  to  secure  this  authority. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  astonished  at  the 
statement  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  as 
to  the  practice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  so  received  it  from 
others. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Have  we  not  had  this  very 
Committee  on  Retrenchment  with  this  very 
power? 

Mr,  FRELINGHUYSEN.  That  was  not  a 
standing  committee. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  do  I  understand  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  as  saying  that  that 
is  a  sufficient  difference  to  justify  a  refusal  to 
give  this  power  now  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  It  is  all  the  dif- 
ference, if  the  Senator  asks  me  the  question. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  do,  most  sincerely. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     I  answer  very 


promptly  that  the  power,  I  believe,  has  never 
been  given  to  a  standing  committee  to  have 
the  unlimited  right  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  which  is  proposed  to  be  given  here 
now. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    In  either  House. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  In  either  House ; 
but  that  when  a  case  occurs,  the  Senate  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  exercises  its  judg- 
ment whether  that  is  a  case  in  which  this 
remarkable  power  shall  be  given  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  so  it  ought  to  be  here. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Well,  Mr.  President,  we 
have  the  instance  oT  a  Retrenchment  Commit- 
tee for  five  years  with  that  power.  There  is 
the  historic  fact ;  and  now  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  says  because  that  was  a  joint  com- 
mittee and  this  is  a  Senate  committee,  there- 
fore the  power  should  not  be  given.  That  is 
his  logic.  That  is  the  logic  by  which  this 
attempt  is  carried  forward  to  throw  an  imped- 
iment in  the  way  of  inquiry,  for  it  is  so.  That 
is  the  logic,  that  a  joint  committee  may  have 
the  power  and  a  Senate  committee  may  not 
have  it. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.    A  joint  select  committee. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well ;  a  joint  select 
committee ;  but  a  Senate  committee  may  not 
have  it.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
does  not  share  in  that  logic. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  can  see  a  distinction ;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Wilson.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  a  distinction  be- 
tween cheese  and  chalk;  that  we  all  know.  And 
there  is  a  distinction  between  a  ioint  commit- 
tee and  a  Senate  committee,  and  a  distinction 
between  a  select  committee  and  a  standing  com- 
mittee ;  but  the  question  is,  whether  in  logic 
there  is  any  reason  why  one  committee  should 
have  this  power  more  than  another? 

We  are  brought  back,  therefore,  to  the  single 
question  whether  we  are  willing  to  invest  this 
committee  with  the  powers  and  attributes  that 
experience  in  other  cases  shows  are  needed  in 
order  to  carry  forward  an  inquiry.  I  com  mend 
Senators  to  the  precedents.  I  think  if  they 
will  look  at  the  precedents  they  will  find  thi^ 
on  former  occasions  committees  have  had  this 
power.  The  Senator  may  say  *' select  com- 
mittees; ''  but  I  'dismiss  the  distinction ;  there 
is  nothing  in  it.  A  committee  is  a  committee, 
call  it  joint,  call  it  standing,  call  it  select,  and 
if  there  is  a  reason  for  one  having  the  power, 
then  there  is  the  same  reason  for  the  other 
having  the  power.  You  cannot  logically  con- 
fine the  power  to  one  committee  and  deiiy  it 
to  another.  At  an^  rate  so  it  seems  to  me, 
and  I  have  in  m^  mind  very  clearly  an  historic 
committee  in  this  Chamber,  where  that  power 
was  given  and  used  on  a  very  large  scale. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mr.  President, 
this  is  but  a  reiteration  of  what  we  have  heard 
a  great  many  times,  this  charge  that  we  are  at- 
tempting to  impede  investigation,  and  I  hurl  it 
back  upon  the  gentlemen.  I  deny  the  charge 
for  myself  and  for  my  associates.  There  are 
gentlemen  in  this  Chamber  who  have  their 
views  of  the  Constitution,  who  I  suppose  are 
as  far  from  tolerating  or  conniving  at  frauds 
as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  said  nothing  about 
fraud.    I  have  not  mentioned  the  word. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  The  declaration 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  which  he 
recedes  from,  as  has  been  done  on  many  other 
occasions,  was  that  we  were  attempting  to 
impede  investigation ;  that  is,  aiding  fraud ; 
that  is,  conniving  at  fraud;  and  I  will  not  sub- 
mit, even  from  so  distinguished  a  source,  to 
have  that  charge  made  against  me  before  the 
country. 

The  Senator  commends  us  to  experience. 
What  is  the  experience  of  the  Senate?  That 
there  never  has  been  a  standing  committee 
invested  with  any  such  authority  as  he  claims 
for  this  committee ;  but  that  on  every  occasion, 
when  it  is  desired  to  invest  a  committee  with 
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the  ri^ht  of  sendiog  for  persons  and  papers* 
that  high  power  passes  under  the  judgment  of 
the  Senate;  and  in  any  proper  case  it  .never 
will  be  refused. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  says  there 
never  has  been  a  standing  committee  invested 
with  this  power.  Has  there  ever  been  a  stand- 
ing committee  of  the  Senate  with  the  objects 
and  purposes  of  this  committee?  Has  there 
ever  been  a  standing  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation ?    I  ask  the  Senator  to  answer  me. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  will  answer 
the  Senator.  How  can  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts then  commend  us  to  the  light  of  ex- 
perience if  this  is  a  new  case  and  one  that  never 
before  existed  7  Let  us  not  go  by  the  light  of 
experience,  but  by  the  light  of  the  Constitu- 
tioUf  which  declares  that  the  rights  of  citizens 
shall  be  inviolate  as  to  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  experience 
shows  that  an  investigating  committee  always 
has  had  the  power  which  my  colleague  now 
asks  the  Senate  to  vote.  My  friend  from  New 
Jersey  is  mistaken.  A  standing  committee 
has  not  usually  had  that  power;  but  now, 
throngh  his  efforts  and  those  of  others  in  this 
Chamoer,  a  standing  committee  is  created  for 
the  purpose  of  investigation,  and  the  Senator 
says  that  this  standing  committee  shall  not 
have  the  powers  which  in  the  experience  of 
the  Senate  have  always  been  conferred  upon 
investigating  committees.  I  do  not  think  the 
Senator  can  mention  one  investigating  commit- 
tee that  has  ever  been  organized  without  that 
power.  But  because  he  chooses,  with  others, 
to  name  this  a  standing  committee,  he  then 
swiftly  says^  **ar^al,  it  must  not  have  the  power 
of  other  investigating  committees."  That 
seems  to  be  his  logic  1 

The  Senator  somewhat  largely  said  that  he 
hurled  back  upon  me  an  imputation.  1  have 
made  upon  that  Senator  no  imputation.  I  too 
much  honor  that  Senator  to  make  any  imputa- 
tion upon  him.  I  have  not  alluded  to  fraud  ; 
I  have  not  named  it.  I  have  used  one  single 
term  always  in  this  debate,  and  that  was  '*  in- 
vestigation.'^ I  have  said  that  I  was  in  favor 
of  it  in  the  strongest  and  the  most  earnest 
manner;  and  I  have  been  sorry  to  see  that 
impediments  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
investigation  which  I  sought.*  Those  impedi- 
ments we  have  witnessed  duringthis  last  week 
from  the  first  moment  that  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  brought  forward  his  proposition  down 
to  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey; impediment  after  impediment,  delay  upon 
delay,  with  an  intervention  of  caucus  upon  cau- 
cus, superfetation  upon  superfetation,  and  all 
with  one  object,  to  interpose  impediments  to 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  irom  Illinois. 
Am  I  not  right?  And  was  I  not  justified  in 
calling  attention  to  this  last  effort  now  made 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  ? 

My  excellent  colleague  asks  you  to  confer 
upon  this  committee  the  customary  power 
(conferred  upon  all  investigating  committees  I 
say)  *'  conferred  upon  all  investigating  commit- 
tees. ' '  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  1  should  like  to 
have  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  listen  to  it, 
the  authoritativeVork  of  Gushing  on  the  Law 
and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  and  I 
will  read  one  sentence  : 

"  When  an  assembly  proceeds  by  means  of  a  com- 
mittee in  the  investigation  of  any  subject,  the  com- 
mittee may  be,  and  usually  is,  authorised  by  the 
assembly  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records." 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  No  one  dis- 
putes that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Now,  the  essential  element 
in  this  committee  is,  not  that  it  is  standing,  but 
that  it  is  investigating.  It  is  an  investigating 
committee,  and  as  such  i#«houId  have  all  the 
means  and  powers  that  belongs  to  an  investi- 
gating committee.  One  of  the  wittiest  and 
cleverest  remarks  ever  made  by  an  American 
statesman  was  that  of  Fisher  Ames  when  he 
said  that  a  lie  would  travel  from  Maine  to 
Georgia  while  Truth  was  putting  on  her  boots. 


And  now  in  the  same  spirit  I  would  say,  fraud 
and  abuse  will  travel  nrom  Maine  to  Georgia 
while  Justice  is  putting  on  her  boots.  If  I 
understand  the  Senator  fVom  New  Jersey,  he 
wishes  that  Justice  should  continue  without 
her  boots,  so  that  abuse  and  fn^ud  may  travel 
from  Maine  to^Georgia  while  Justice  is  being 
booted.  I  say  that  an  investigating  committee 
should  be  ever  ready ;  it  should  be  ever  booted ; 
it  should  not  be  obliged  to  put  on  its  boots  and 
meanwhile  fraud  and  abuse  escape.  Why,  sir, 
the  whole  thing  seems  to  me  as  simple  as  day- 
light, and  if  Senators  would  only  look  at  the 
substance  and  forget  for  a  moment  the  words, 
I  think  they  could  not  doubt  as  to  the  vote  to 
give.  Let  them  forget  that  they  are  dealing 
with  a  standing  committee  and  consider  that 
they  are  dealing  with  an  investigating  com- 
mittee.   That  is  the  substance. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  brief  but  earnest  ap- 
peal to  that  majority  intrusted  here  with  its 
part  in  the  government  of  the  country,  to  sup- 
port this  amendment.  I  have  striven  from  the 
time  that  this  very  unfortunate  debate  arose  to 
this  very  moment,  to  unite  those  who  ought  to 
be  united,  and  to  secure  the  adoption  of  that 
which  is  just  and  right. 

Now,  sir,  the  Senate  has  adopted  an  amend- 
ment settling  the  principles  upon  which  this 
investigation  is  to  proceed.  We  understand 
that;  the  country  will  understand  it.  The 
simple  proposition  now  is  to  clothe  the  com- 
mittee with  power  to  have  a  clerk,  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  Aaopting  this  amendment  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  other.  The  amend- 
ment applies  only  to  the  present  session  ;  it 
does  not  fj^o  beyond  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  we  have  been  in  an  un- 
fortunate position  from  the  beginning.  We 
have  had  a  great  division  about  that  in  regard 
to  which  there  never  should  have  been  any 
division  among  us.  All  Senators  tell  us  that 
they  are  in  favor  of  investigation.  Why,  then, 
appear  to  be  otherwise  ?  Why  appear  to  be 
shrinking  ?  Why  not  let  it  be  flasned  over  the 
country  to  night  that  we  have  appointed  the 
committee,  that  we  have  instructed  them  to  do 
certain  things,  given  them  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  to  report  at  any  time,  and 
to  employ  a  clerk — fiiUy  armed  them  to  enter 
upon  the  great  work  of  investigation,  the  great 
work  of  retrenchment  and  reform?  We  all 
profess  to  be  in  favor  of  it.  Why  not,  then,  start 
out  with  it  and  settle  the  whole  question 
here  and  before  the  country  at  once,  and  stand 
united,  strong,  and  determined  to  do  all  that 
we  can  to  retrench  expenditutes,  to  prevent 
abuses,  to  detect  frauds,  and  to  punish  the 
men  who,  being  intrusted  with  power,  betray 
the  confidence  that  is  confided  in  them?  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  adopt  this  amendment 
and  then  let  us  close  the  question. 

Mr.  GRAGIN.  I  wish  to  second  the  sug- 
gestions of  my  friend  from  Massachusetts^ 
[Mr.  WiiiSON.  J  Do  let  us  end  this  contro- 
versy now,  although  there  is  a  distinction 
between  a  standing  committee  and  a  select 
committee,  and  the  senior  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Sumner]  on  any  occasion  when 
he  was  interested  on  the  other  side  would  see 
it  very  clearly.  A  select  committee  is  ap- 
pointed generally  for  a  temporary  purpose, 
and  power  is  given  it  for  that  purpose;  a 
standing  committee  is  different  But  let  us 
give  this  committee  this  power  for  this  session. 

I  wish  to  say,  in  addition  to  that,  that  this 
debate  to  day  nas  proceeded  upon  the  theory 
that  this  committee  is  powerless  without  this 
authority.  While  I  am  willing  to  give  them  this 
authority,  I  deny  that  proposition  wholly ;  and 
let  me  here  just  for  one  moment  read  the  instruc- 
tions.    The  committee  are  to  be  instructed — 

To  inquire  into  the  expenditures  in  all  branches 
of  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  ask  you,  can  they  not  do  that  without  wit- 
nesses?   Can  they  not  do  that  in  Washington 


by  going  to  the  Departments,  by  personal 
investigation?  Is  there  not  work  enough  here 
for  this  committee  for  months  without  any 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  ?  Cer- 
tainly there  is. 

And  to  report  whether  any  and  what  offlees  onrht 
to  be  abolished. 

Is  there  not  here,  too,  a  broad  field  for 
investigation  which  they  can  make  personally 
at  these  Departments  ?  Most  certainly  there  is. 

•  Whether  any  and  what  salaries  or  allowanees  out ht 
to  be  reduced. 

Can  an  examination  of  witnesses  inform 
them  upon  that  subject? 

What  are  the  methods  of  procuring  aoeonntability 
in  public  officers  or  agents  in  the  care  uid  disburse- 
ment  of  public  moneys. 

No  witnesses  are  necessarv  to  inform  the 
committee  on  that  subject.  Thev  can  investi- 
gate it  without  the  power  to  send  for.  persons 
and  papers.  But  let  us  give  theqi  not  only 
this  instruction  to  investigate  all  these  snbjects 
which  they  can  do  personally,  bnt  let  ns  give 
them  the  authority  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers  whenever  in  their  judgment  they  shall 
think  it  wise  and  best. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  adopting  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  on  which  the  yeas  and  oays  have 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate ; 
but  as  the  yeas  and  nays  are  to  be  recorded  on 
this  question,  I  beg  permission  to  make  one 
suggestion.  I  felt  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  what  fell  from  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  a  short  time  ago,  that  we  were 
disputing  about  a  very  small  point  Bat  now 
upon  this  question,  Uie  Senate  last  week  re- 
solved that  a  standing  committee,  to  be  called 
a  Committee  of  Investigation  and  Retrench- 
ment, should  be  appointed.  To- day  a  motion 
was  made  to  elect  that  committee,  tiiat  certain 
members  of  the  Senate  should  compote  that 
committee. 

It  seems  to  me  if  the  Senate  had  voted  on 
that  proposition  and  had  filled  the  committee, 
and  if  then  any  other  Senator  had  moTed  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  inquire,,  just  as  it  is 
proposed  now  to  instruct  them,  nobody  would 
have  doubted  the  propriety  of  adding  to  those 
instructions  the  power  to  send  forpersoas  and 
papers.  I  judge  so,  because  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Cokklikg]  did  propose  to 
instruct  this  committee  to  inquire  specifically 
about  another  subject,  and  he  did  add  to  his 
proposition  a  clause  declaring  that  they  should 
have  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
The  anachronism,  if  it  is  proper  to  call  it 
such,  seems  to  me  to  arise  in  the  &ct  that  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  couples  with  a  proposi- 
tion to  elect  certain  members  of  the  Henate  to 
be  the  committee,  certain  instructions  to  the 
committee ;  but  if  we  can  allow  those  instmc- 
tions  to  be  coupled  with  the  proposition  to 
elect,  I  dp  not  see  why  we  cannot  just  at  well 
add  the  other  thing,  add  this  power  to  them. 
The  Senator  from  Connecticut  has  already  taid 
that  he  does  not  suppose  the  committee  could 
do  much  without  this  power.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose there  is  a  single  Senator  on  this  floor  who 
expects  Uie  committee,  whenever  it  ia  ap- 
pointed, to  last  twenty-four  hours  without  hav- 
ing the  power.  It  seems  to  me  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  time,  and  I  rather  think  we  could  save 
time  by  agreeing  to  it  now.  So  I  am  inclined 
to  vote  with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  As  I  understand, 
objections  are  made  to  giving  any  committee 
of  this  body  authority  to  go  wherever  they 
shall  elect  to  go,  with  the  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  and  make  investigations. 
The  Senate  is  not  willinp^,  and  never  Ims  been 
willing,  to  trust  any  of  its  committees  to  that 
extent,  as  I  understand.  I  say,  however,  as 
I  said  before,  that  I  do  not  think  this  commit- 
tee, or  any  other  committee,  can  make  any 
thorough  investigation  without  this  authority, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Senate  will  give  it 
whenever  they  shall  ask  it.  But  if  I  understand 


194 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


December  Id* 


ABSENT  —  Mesirn.  Alcorn.  Bayard,  Bro^rnlow. 
BuekiugbaiD,  Cole,  Davit  of  West  Virginis,  Perry  of 
Connectieat.  Gilbert.  Hftmilton  of  TexiM,  Harlan, 
Hill.Johnston.Morrr'l  of  Maine. Morrill  of  Vermont, 
Morton,  Nyo,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Rice,  Robertson.  Sauls- 
bury,  Soott,  Shermui,  Spragae,  SUvrart,  Sumner, 
and  Wright— 27. 

So  the  resolation,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

NBW  YORK  CUSTOM-nOUSB. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  resolution  that  I 
offered  this  morning  having  been  laid  aside 
informally  for  this,  I*ask  that  it  bo  taken  ap 
now  and  passed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     lias  it  been  printed? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  has  not 
been  ;  it  was  offered  this  morning. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  not  in  order  to-day, 
I  snppoRe. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is,  unless 
objected  to. 

Mr.  TR  UMBULL.     I  should  like  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  is  in  order  because  it 
was  received  without  objection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  was  received,  but 
mever  considered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  was  received  without 
objection.     I  ask  that  the  resolution  be  read. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  not  before  the 
Senate,  and  T  object  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  CONKLING,  leubraitthat  it  is  before 
the  Senate.  The  objection  comes  too  late.  It 
was  received  this  morning,  and  upon  the  ap- 
peal of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  I  con- 
sented that  it  be  laid  aside  in  order  that  he 
might  call  op  his  resolution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  state  that  on  the  retirement  of  the  Vice 
President,  he  leaving  the  Senate  in  consequence 
of  illness  in  his  family,  he  informed  the  present 
occupant  of  the  chair  that  the  Senator  from 
New  York  was  in  the  act  of  asking  unanimous 
consent  that  his  resolution  might  be  considered 
when  it  was  laid  aside  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion just  acted  upon  ;  that  on  that  resolution 
being  disponed  of,  I  ought  tocalltho  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  that  fact,  but  that  a  single 
objection  would  throw  it  over. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  the  Chair  will  allow 
me,  the  resolution  was  offered  on  the  regular 
call  for  resolutions.  Therefore,  of  course  the 
Vice  President  could  not  have  intended  the 
present  occupant  of  the  chair  to  understand 
that  any  consent  was  being  asked  to  introduce 
the  resolution.  It  is  a  simple  resolution  direct- 
ing this  committee  to  make  investigation 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  call  the  Senator  to 
order.     There  is  nothing  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  There  is  a  point  of  order 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CO  N  K  LI  NG.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  has  any  right  to  take 
the  floor  from  me. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  a  right  to  call 
the  Senator  to  order.  The  Chair  will  decide 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
overniles  the  point  of  order  Upon  the  ground 
that  the  Senator  from  New  York  at  least  is 
before  the  Senate  to  state  what  he  thinks  should 
be  in  order.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
shall  ever  be  allowed  to  even  moke  an  attempt 
to  have  anything  investigated,  bt^eausoldonot 
8et'm  to  belong  to  lhatc<iterie  iu  this  body  that 
have  tlie  exclusive  right  to  manage  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  institute  investigations  and  do 
whatever  is  to  be  done.  1  am  striving  humbly 
to  get  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  a  resolu- 
tion which.  I  submit,  was  offVred  upon  a  reg- 
wlarcall  for  resolutions,  and  which  I  proposed 
to  cont*ider  linally  to-day,  and  so  stated. 

Upon  the  appeal  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Islandj  and  with  the  remark  that  the  resolution 
would  more  properly  follow  the  adoption  of 
his  resolution  than  precede  it.  I  allowed  it  to 
lie  over  informally.  Now,  my  wish  is  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Chair  both  that  I  have  a  ri<:ht  to 
Elate  my  proposition,  as  I  nm  seeking  to  do, 
and  also  that  after  what  has  occurred!  have  a 


right  to  the  coosideratiou  of  this  resolution, 
it  being  simply  one  of  inquiry,  addressed  to 
this  committee  and  speci^ing  the  subject  to 
be  inquired  about. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
has  already  ruled  the  first  point  in  favor  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  and  he  rules  the 
second  point  as  directed  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, tlmt  a  single  objection  is  fatal  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  to-day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  I  give  notice  that 
I  shall  call  up  the  resolution  on  the  very  first 
opportunity,  and  ask  the  action  of  the  Senate 
upon  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Have  I  the  floor? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  been  trying  to 
obtain  it  for  some  time,  and  I  supposed  I  had 
the  floor. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  the  floor  beyond  all  question. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  very  glad  to  be 
able  to  obtain  it  afler  this  length  of  time.  I 
objected  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  I 
want  to  see  it.  We  are  here  at  nearly  ten 
o^ clock  at  night. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     It  is  a  resolution   of 
investigation. 
.  Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  for  it,  no  doubt 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  call  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to 
order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  I  overrule 
the  point  of  order  on  the  ground  that  the 
Senator  from  Dlinois  is  before  the  Senate. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  there  any  other  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Not  that  I 
am  aware  of. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  I  submit  that  no 
debate  is  in  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  has  the  floor  to  make  any 
Suggestion  or  proposition. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  pre- 
sume I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  but  I 
have  not  even  heard  it.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  has  been  read ;  but  I  should  like  to  see  it, 
and  we  can  adopt  it  in  the  morning.  I  think 
it  had  better  go  over  until  the  mommg,  with  a 
view  of  letting  us  see  what  it  is.  If  it  is  a 
resolution  of  inquiry,  I  shall  certainly  favor 
it.     I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  nine 
o'clock  and  fifty- one  minotesp.  m.)  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

■    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  18,  1871. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o' clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Botlsb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

ORDIR  OF  BU8INBS8. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  Monday,  the 
first  business  in  order  during  the  morninp^  hour 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  and  Territories  for 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions 
fbr  reference  to  their  appropriate  committees, 
not  to  be  brought  back  into  the  House  by 
motions  to  reconsider.  Under  this  call  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  State  and  territorial 
Legislatures  may  be  presented  for  printing  and 
I'eference.  The  morning  hour  now  begins,  at 
fourteen  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock. 

F.  AND  B.  REKD. 

Mr.  FRYE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
62t5)  for  the  relief  of  F.  &  E.  Reed,  of  Bath, 
iu  the  State  of  Maine,  for  the  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  their  ship  at  the  port  of  Valencia, 
Spain ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  ^e  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 


TONNAOB  DUTIBS. 

Mr.  LYNCH  introduced  a  biU  (H.  B.  No. 

627)  imposing  tonnage  duties,  and  fbr  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

GBNBRAL  B.  8.  R0BBRT8. 

Mr.  POLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

628)  to  confer  upon  the  Court  of  Claims  jnrta- 
diction  of  the  claim  of  Brevet  Brigadier  Oea- 
eral  B.  S.  Roberts ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claimt. 

Mr.  PLATT.  1  ask  that  that  bUl  be  read 
at  length. 

%  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  call 
the»attention  of  members  to  the  operation  of 
the  Monday  morning  hour  rule.  At  the  end 
of  sixty  minutes  from  the  reading  of  the  Journal 
it  is  in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules ; 
that  alone  will  cut  off  the  further  call  of  the 
Stages  for  bills  and  joint  resolutions  for  refer- 
ence. A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  bj  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  comes 
over  from  Monday  last,  and  the  Chair  will  be 
bound  to  submit  that  motion  to  the  House  at 
fourteen  minutes  past  one  o'clock,  no  matter 
where  the  business  may  then  stand.  If  gen- 
tlemen insist  upon  the  readins  of  bills  at  length 
as  thev  are  now  introduced  the  effect  will 
probably  be  to  deprive  some  of  the  States  of 
the  privilege  of  being  called  this  morning  for 
bills  and  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  PLATT.    I  will  not  insist  upon  mj  calL 

OOBAN  TBLBORAPn  0ABLB8. 

Mr.  POLAND  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  629)  to  encourage  the  laying  of  ocean 
telegraph  cables,  and  to  secure  the  same  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States ;  which  wis  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Forttgn 
Affairs. 

NBW  TRIALS  IN  COURT  OF  0LAI1C8. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  630)  in  relation  to  new  trials 
in  the  Court  of  Claims ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

PR0GBBDING8  IN  ORItflNAL  OABU. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  681)  to  amend  pro- 
ceedings in  criminal  cases ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tne  Judi- 
ciary. 

PRAOTIOB  OF  COURTS  IN  PATBNT  CA8B8. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  682)  amending  the 
practice  of  the  courts  in  patent  cases;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

F.  8BLINA  BUCHANAN. 

Mr.  BANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
688)  grantinga  pension  to  F.  Selioa Buchanan, 
widow  of  McKean  Buchanan,  late  paymaster 
in  the  United  States  Navy ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

REDUCTION  OF  INTBRNAL  TAXE8,  BTO. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  634)  to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  to  abol- 
ish the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

.  SCHOONER  LOIS. 

Mr.  KETCHAM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  635)  to  change  the  name  of  the  scnoooer 
Lois  to  that  of  Sea  Witch :  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
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OBWMO  DISTILLBBT  COMPANY. 

Mr.  LANSING  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

686)  for  the  relief  of  the  Oswego  Distillery 
Conpany ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
tinie«  ordered  to  b^  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

V0BUO  BOILBINO  IN  B00HB8TBB»  NBW  YORK. 

Mr.  CLARKE  introdaced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

687)  to  provide  for  a  Government  oailding  in 
tke  citj  of  Rochester,  New  York ;  which  was 
lead  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Boildings  and  Groonds. 

rUBUO  BUILBING  AT  TROT,  NBW  TOBK. 

Mr.  WARREN  introdaced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
Ho.  688^  anthorising  the  constraction  orpur- 
chaae  of  a  snitable  building  in  the  city  of  Troy, 
Hew  York,  for  post  office  and  other  national 
offices;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

JANB  A.  ORBBN. 

Mr.  WARREN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  689)  for  the  relief  of  Jane  A.  Green : 
"which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referrea 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

STAMPS  ON  WRITTBN  INSTBUMBNTS. 

Mr.  DUELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
640)  to  repeal  the  several  sections  of  the  in- 
teroal  revenue  act  requiring  written  instru- 
ments to  be  stamped ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BQUALIBATION  Of  BOUNTIBS. 

Mr.  DUELL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
Ho.  641)  to  provide  for  the  ec^ufUization  of 
boanties  to  soldiers  who  served  in  the  war  for 
the  soppressioQ  of  the  rebellion ;  which  was 
rend  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PATMBNT  OF  OUSTOMB  BUTIBS. 

Mr.  £.  H.  ROBERTS  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
B.  No.  642)  to  authorize  the  payment  of  nfty 
per  cent,  of  customs  duties  in  legal-tender 
notes  ;^  which  was  read  a  6r8t  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Menus,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

BRIBBRT  AND  OORRUPTION. 

Mr.  MERRLLM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  648)  to  punish  bank,  insurance,  State,  and 
Government  officials  for  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SLOOP  MAROARBT  AND  AMBLIA. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  New  Jerse^r,  intro- 
doced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  644)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  change  the  name 
of  the  sloop  Margaret  and  Amelia;  which 
was  read  a  nrst  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
he  printed. 

SOUTH' RIYBR,  NBW  JBR8BT. 

Mr.  BIRD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  645) 
lor  the  improvement  of  South  river,  New  Jer- 
sey; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeroe, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SILTBR  COINS. 

Mr.  MERCUR  Introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
646)  ehaoging  the  standard  wei^t  of  silver 
eotat,  limiting  the  amount  to  be  issued,  and 
Ibr  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
eeeond  time,  refexred  to  the  Committee  on 
Coinage,  Wights,  and  Measures,  and  ordered 
to  he  printed. 

BQUALIZATION  Of  BOUNTIBS. 

Mr.  MERCUR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
Ho.  647)  to  equalize  bounties  by  giving  each 
honorably  discharged  soldier  the  sum  of  $8  88 
for  each  month's  service ;  which  was  read  a 


first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

FOBFBITURB  OF  WIDOWS'  PBNSIONS. 

Mr.  SEELBY  introduced  a  biU  (H.  R.  No. 
648)  to  repeal  all  statutes  which  forfeit  pen- 
sions of  widows  by  reason  of  a  second  mar- 
riage ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  IMPORTATIONS. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  649)  further  to  facilitate  the  immediate 
transportation  of  certain  importations  to  the 
port  of  destination ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TAX  ON  TOBACCO. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  650)  fixing  the  rate  of  internal  tax  on 
all  kinds  of  manufactured  tobacco  at  sixteen 
cents  per  pound ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
secona  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MRS.  MART  DAVIS. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  651)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Davis,  of  Philadelphia ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HUGH  T.  FBRGUSON. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  652)  grapting  a  pen- 
sion to  Hugh  T.  Ferguson,  a  private  soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812 ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of  1812, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BAKBR  AND  BBATTT. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  also 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  658)  for  the  relief 
of  J.  Morean  Baker  and  William  H.  Beatty, 
trading  as  Baker  &  Beatty ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time, referred,  with  the  accom- 
panying peUUon,  to  the  Commitee  of  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SBOXTBITT  OF  LIFB  ON  YBSSBLS. 

Mr.  NEQLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
654)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  security  of  life  on  board  of 
vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam, 
and  for  other  purposes, ''  approved  February 
28,  1871 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PROMOTION  OF  COMMBROB. 

Mr.  NEGLEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  655)  for  the  promotion  of  commerce  and 
amity  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Mexico ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BXTBNSION   OF  WINDBR's  BUILDING. 

Mr.  NEOLEYalso  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  656)  to  extend  Winder's  building  for  the 
use  of  the  War  Department ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Qrounds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  b.  hoqub. 


Mr.  GRIFFITH  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  657)  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogne,  late 
first  lieutenant  company  I,  fourth  regiment 
Pennsylvania  cavalry;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


F.  b.  stbwart. 


Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  658)  for  the  relief  of  F.  B. 
Stewart,  postmaster  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re* 


ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

LIMITATION  OF  AN   ACT. 

Mr.  SHERWOOD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R, 
No.  659)  limiting  the  effect  of  the  act  of  July 
27, 18G6,  and  its  supplements,  approved  March 
7,  1867,  to  such  causes  as  have  been  com- 
menced since  the  1st  day  of  April,  1861 ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BOUNTT  LANDS. 

Mr.  SHOEMAKER  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  660)  granting  bounty  lands  to  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  from  and  after  the 
4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1861 ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PATMBNT  OF  DUTIBS  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  MERRICK  introduced  a  biU  (H.  R.  No. 
661]  regalatine  the  mode  of  payment  of  duties 
on  imports  and  equalizing  the  value  of  Treas- 
ury notes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banking 
and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBFUNDINQ  OF  TAXBS. 

Mr.  MERRICK  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  662)  to  refund  to  judicial  officers  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States  the 
taxes  on  their  salaries  heretofore  collected  and 

Said  under  income  tax  laws  of  the  United 
tatcs;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COMPBNSATION  FOR  PROPBRTY  DBSTROTBD. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
668)  for  the  ascertainment  and  examination 
of  claims  for  compensation  for  the  use  and 
destruction  of  private  property  by  the  United 
States  Armv  during  the  late  war  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union  in  the  States  not  pro- 
claimed as  in  insurrection  to  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriationsy  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MBTHODIST  BPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  OLD  TOWN. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  664)  to  reimburse  the  trustees  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Old  Town, 
Alleghany  county,  Maryland,  for  destruction 
of  same  by  occupation  of  United  States  cavalry 
during  the  war ;  which  was  read  a  first  ana 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IMPROYBMBNT  OF  THB  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Mr.  BRAXTON  introduced  a  biU  (H.  E. 
No.  665)  for  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Rappahannock  river,  Virginia ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PORT  OF  BNTRT  AT  LTNOHBURO,  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  DUKE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
666)  to  establish  a  oort  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  tne  city  of  Lynchbui^,  Virginia ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second^  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  DANVILLB,  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  STOWELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  667)  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
building  at  Danville,  Virginia,  for  post  office, 
United  States  court,  and  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time|  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildmgs 
and  Ghrounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MRS.  ANN  DODD  AND  MRS.  M.  WBBBRR. 

Mr.  PLATT  introduced  a  biU  (R.  R.  No. 
668)  granting  pensions  to  Mrs.  mary  Ann 
Dodd  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Webber  |  which  was 
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read  a  first  and  seoond  time,  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PROPERTY  USBD  BY  UNITBD  STATES  ARMY. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  669)  to  amend  the  act  of  April 
8,  1B71,  so  as  to  allow  pay  for  rent  of  prop- 
erty used  by  the  Army  of  the  United  StatM, 
and  where  used  by  contract  to  pay  without 
proof  of  loyalty ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SAVANNAH  HARBOR  AND  RIVER. 

Mr.  McINTYRB  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  670)  to  reimburse  the  city  of  Savannah 
for  all  expenditures  made  in  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  since  the 
late  war ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McINTYRB  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  671)  making  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement  of  the  harbor  of  savannah,  Georgia, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Savannah  river  from  the  city  to  its  mouth ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINQ  AT   BRUNSWICK,  GBOROIA. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  672)  to  appropriate  money  to  construct 
a  custom-house  and  post  office  at  the  city  of 
Brunswick,  Georgia;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds^  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  YOUNG  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
678)  to  remove  all  legal  and  political  disabili- 
ties from  David  Irwin,  Louis  Tumlen,  Warren 
Akin,  and  James  W.  Harris,  of  the  State  of* 
Georgia ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLAIMS  OP  INDLAN  TRIBES. 

Mr.  DU  BOSB  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
674)  to  permit  certain  Indian  tribes  to  prefer 
their  claims  f^inst  the  United  States,  and 
have  adjudication  thereof;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  an4  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REFUND  OF  COTTON  TAX. 

Mr.  WHITELBY  introduced  a  Joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  68)  to  extend  the  time  within 
which  applications  may  be  made  to  refund  the 
cotton  tax ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

QEORGIA  JUDICIAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  676)  to  provide  an  additional  district 
judge,  district  attorney,  and  marshal  for  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  tlie  Jodioiary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIBS. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  676)  to  relieve  from  political  disabili- 
ties certain  persons  in  the  second  congres- 
sional district  of  Georgia;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BIGBY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  Na 

677)  to  relieve  certain  persons  therein  named 
from  the  legal  and  political  disabilities  imposed 
by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TURNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

678)  for  the  removal  of  the  political  disabili- 
ties of  J.  A.  Crook  and  James  B.  Jones,  citi- 
cens  of  ths  State  of  Alabama;  which  was 


read  a  first  and  second  Ume,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  DOX  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  679) 
to  repeal  an  act,  approved  21st  June,  1866, 
restricting  the  sale  ofptiblic  lands  in  the  States 
of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
and  Florida ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  HOMESTEAD  ACT. 

Mr.  DOX  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

680)  to  extend  the  benefits  of  an  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  secure  homesteads  to  actual  set- 
tlers on  the  public  domain,'*  approved  May  20, 
1862 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

WIDOW  OF  H.  C.  FILLBBROWN, 

Mr.  DOX  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No'. 

681)  authorising  the  p^ment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  widow  of  Henry  C.  Fillebrown, 
a  civil  engineer,  who  lost  his  life  by  drowning 
in  the  Coosa  river,  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
while  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committoe  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  DOX  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

682)  removing  the  political  disabilities  of  W. 
A.  Vincent  and  T.  J.  Bureess,  of  the  county 
of  Etowah,  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

T7NITED  STATES  COURTS  IK  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  HAYS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
688)  for  the  more  convenient  transaction  of 
business  in  the  courts  of  the^  United  States 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SLOSS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
684)  in  relation  to  the  district  court  of  Ala- 
bama ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  seoond  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LAND  OBANT  TO  ALABAMA   AND  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  SLOSS  also  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  685)  grantine  public  lands  in  the  States 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  to  the  Decatur 
and  Aberdeen  Railroad  Company,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  be  built  from 
Decatur,  Alabama,  to  Aberdeen,  Mississippi ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

•  BOLDIBBB  OF  THE  WAR  OF  1811 

Mr.  SLOSS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  686)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*An  act 
granting  pensions  to  certain  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  widows  of  de- 
ceased soldiers;''  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPEAL  OF  A  JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  SLOSS  also  introduced  a  joint  resolu* 
tion  (H.  R.  No.  59)  repealing  a  joint  resolu- 
tion approved  March  2,  1867 ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revision  of  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES* 

Mr.  HANDLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  687)  for  the  removal  of  the  civil  and  polit- 
ical disabilities  of  Eldridge  Barker,  a  citizen  of 
Coosa  county,  Alabama ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


UNITED  STATES  OOUBTS  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississip^,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  688)  to  change  the  place  of 
holding  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  northern  district  of  Mississippi;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  raferred  to 
the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  and  ofdere^ 
to  be  printed. 

PAT  OF  FEMALE  EMPLOTis. 

Mr.  PERCB  introdnoed  a  bill  <H.  R.  No. 
680)  to  regulate  the  payment  of  female  em- 
ployes of  the  Government,  and  (brother pQ^ 
poses ;  which  was  read  a  first  aad  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  oa  fi)dEoaitioii  ana 
Labor,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NORTHERN  JUDICIAL  DI8TU0T  OF  MIBSOSIPPt. 

Mr.  M0RPHI8  introdnced  a  bill  (Q.  B. 
No.  690)  to  divide  the  northern  judicial  dig* 
trict  of  Mississippi  into  an  eastern  ind  west* 
em  division;  which  was  reieid  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  CommiMes  oa 
the  Judiciary,  ^nd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

UNITED  STATES  OIROUIT  COURT  OF  LfltTrsiAllA. 

Mr.  SHELDON  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  691)  to  confer  jurisdiction  upon  tlie  tJtri'- 
ted  States  circuit  court  for  the  fifth  eircmt  hi 
the  district  of  Louisiana  in  a  certain  esse 
therein  specified,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  reaa  a  first  and  seoond  time,  ref^red  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jodioiary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

DANIEL  M.  PAIQE. 

Mr.  BEATTY  introdnced  a  bin  (H.  R.  No. 
692)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  M.  Paige,  late  firtt 
lieutenant  of  the  thirty-eighth  Umted  States 
infantry ;  which  was  read  a  fir^t  Md  secot^d 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  c^f  CiaiiUi  asi 
ordered  to  be  printed*  ,  -   < 

CHARLES  TRtCHLBH. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  introduced  i  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  693)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Tricb* 
ler,  of  the  county  of  Adams,  Ohio ;  %hich  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committoe  on  Military  Afifbira,  andf  brdler^  to 
be  printed. 

TKAIfSWBTATTOK  OIT  AVtlTALS. 

Mr.WILSON,  of  Ohio,  also  introdaced  abiH 
(H.  R.  No.  694)  to  prevent  cruel^  to  animals 
while  in  transit  on  railrosids  or  other  meaDS 
of  transportation  within  the  United  States; 
whidi  was  read  afirstandaeeond  time,  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Agricnltore. 

OIYIL  SERTIOB. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  introduced  a«ll  (H.  R, 
No.  695)  to  prevent  the  appointment  to  office 
or  employment  under  the  Oovemmeat  of  dis* 
honest  and  incompetent  p^jnons,  ep4^.  ^^' 
der  officers  appointing,  ^d  Sei^ators  and  Rep^ 
resentatives  in  Congress  recommending  them, 
responsible  for  their  conduct  |  which  was  read 
a  nrst  and  seoond  timoi  an4  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  as^  that  the  biU  U 
read  at  length,  and  referred  to  tb^  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Civil  Service. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  omcer 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint,  or  for  any 
Senator  or  Representative  m  CoDgrees  to  rec- 
ommend any  person  for  appointnient  to  any 
office  in  or  employment  nnaer  the  civil  service 
of  the  United  States,  knowing,  snob  person  to 
be  dishonest  or  incompetent,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  such  office  or  employment.  Tbeseo* 
ond  section  provides  that  it  shall  be  ajilaw': 
ful  for  any  officer  of  the  United  Stales  to 
appoint,  or  for  any  Senator  or  RepresjsntAti^^ 
in  Congress  to  recommend  any,  person  for 
appointment  to  any  office  ii^  or  employment 
under  the  civil  service  of  the  United  Suites 
for  ecny  other  reason  6t  upon  any  other  con- 
sideration, promise,  indncement,or  expectation 
than  the  public  good,  and  the  performanceot 
the  duties  of  such  office  or  employment.    The 
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tbirdseetioapvovidet-tliatatiyperaoti  violating 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deettied  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof 
in  any  qircnit  or  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
$10,000,  or  imprisoned  for  any  time  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years,  or  bothj  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  United 
States  for  all  damage  and  loss  caused  or  occa- 
sioned by  the  dishonesty  or  incompetence  of 
each  officer  -or  employ6. 

The  bill  was  rtferrcd  to  the  Mleot  Committee 
OB  the  Civil  Service. 

BATDBIV'S  OlOtOOIOAL  BtrRTBT. 

Mr.  MONROE  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  60)  providing  for  printing  the  pre- 
liminary report  of  Professor  F.  B.  tiayden's 
geological  survey ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
fsrred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

8DRTST  OF   MSBRASKA. 

Mr.  MONROE  also  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (H.  R.  No.  61)  providing  for  the  print- 
ing the  (nal  report  of  the  United  States  sur- 
vey of  Nebrasi^ ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  t}me,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  liie  Committee  on  Printing. 

BONDED  WARBHOUSRS  FOR  TOBACCO. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
600)  tq  abolish  export  bonded  warehouses  for 
the  storage  of  manufactured  tobacco  and  snuff 
in  bond :  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  lo  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

PBSTRUCTIOM  OF  FORFBITBO  TOBACCO. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  Ko.  6d7)  to  provide  for  the  destruction  of 
tobacco  legally  forfeited  and  seised  by  the 
United  States  for  fraud  against  the  laws  for 
the  raising  and  collection  of  the  internal  rev- 
eime  ]  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

lAX  ON  aALB8  OF  TOPAOOO. 

Hr.  ARTHUR  also  introduced  a  biU  (H.  R. 
Ko.  698)  for  the  repeal  of  all  acts  ana  parts 
of  acts  creating  and  imposing  a  special  tax  on 
sales  of  dealers  in  tobacco,  manufacturers  of 
tDbeceo,  and  manaiacturers  of  cigars;  which 
waaxeadafirst  and  second  time,- ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

TAX  ON  WHISKY  DESTROYED  BY  F^t■. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H, 
B.  No.  699)  to  remit  the  internal  revenue  tax 
opon  fiye  hundred  and  forty* nine  barrels,  con- 
taining twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty-six  gallons,  destroyed  by  fire  while 
in  bond  in  a  distillery  warehouse,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  1869,  in  the  oountv  of  Harrison,  in 
the  State  of  Kentuck? ;  which  was  read  a  nrst 
and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
Mfivred  to  tk%  Committee  of  Ways  and  Melons. 

REFUNDING  COTTON  TAX. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
Ka  700)  to  refund  the  cotton  tax  collected 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
approved  March  7,  1854,  and  March  2,  1B67 : 
wkieh  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered 
to  he  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  M«an& 

Mr.  QOLLADAY  also  presented  joint  res- 
I  olatknis  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
>  nessee,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  refund - 
I  ing  the  tax  paid  upon  cotton  in  the  years  1865, 
»1866,  and  1867;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

PSV8I0N8  FOR  WAR  OF  1812. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  presented  joint  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
tieaaee,  in  &vor  of  an  act  granting  pensions  to 
the  widows  of  soldiers  oT  the  war  of  1812 : 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 


to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
and  War  of  1812. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  IN  NASHYILLIC,  TENNKS8EB. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  701)  to  provide  for  the  erection  of 
buildings  suitable  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  courts,  post  office,  cnstom^house,  and 
other  necessary  Government  offices  at  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee :  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  oraered  to  be  printed,  and  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Iniblic  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

REMOVAL  07  POLITICAL  DI8ABILITIB8. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  introduced  a  bill 
CH.  R.  No.  702)  to  remove  political  disabilities 
nrom  certain  persons  therein  named;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

EXEMPTION  LAWS. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  703)  to  make  uniform  the 
exemption  laws ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MABY  J.  STANE. 

Mr.  GARRETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  704)  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  the  name  of  Mary  J.  Stane  upon  the 
pension-roll,  and  to  pay  her  a  pension ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  rensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OEOROB  A.  ARMES. 

Mr.  GARRETT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  705)  to  authorize  the  restoration  of 
George  A.  Armes  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the 
Army ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militaty  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LEWIS    SCHRAMM. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  706)  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Schramm, 
late  a  second  lieutenant  of  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-fourth  regiment  Indiana  volunteer 
infantry;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LANDS  FOR  ACTUAL  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  introduced  a  bill(H.  R.  No. 

707)  to  secure  the  public  lands  to  actual  set* 
tiers  under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead 
and  preemption  laws ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAMES  C.  BATES. 

Mr.  SHANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

708)  to  place  the  name  of  James  C.  Bates,  of 
Indiana,  on  the  pension-roll ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

STEAMSHIP-CANAL. 

Mr.  SHANKS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  709)  directing  a  preliminary  survey  and 
report  on  the  practicability  and  cost  of  the 
construction  oi  a  steamship  canal  from  the 
southern  portion  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Ohio }  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railwajrs  and 
Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADAM  R.  WALKER. 

Mr.  KERR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

710)  for  the  relief  of  Adam  R.  Walker;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensionsi  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  W.  SPEIRS. 

Mr.  KERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

711)  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Speirs,  late 


asnstant  somon  United  States  Army ;  which 
was  read  a  &st  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  H.  BRID0E8. 

Mr.  MANSON  introduced  a  billJH.  R.  No. 
712)  granting  a  pension  to  William  H.  Bridges ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensionsy 
and  ordered  tQ  be  printed. 

HERMANN  RASTER. 

Mr.  FARWBLL  introduced  a  biU  (H.  R. 
No.  718)  for  the  relief  of  Hermann  Raster, 
collector  of  internal  revenue  first  district  of 
Illinois  $  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time»  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  K.  HANNAT. 

Mr.  FARWELL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.R. 
No.  714)  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Hannay ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENSIONS — WAR  0?  1812. 

Mr.  BURCHARD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R, 
No.  716)  granting  pensions  to  certain  widows 
of  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  1812: 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionarv  Pensions 
and  War  of  1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

W.  P.  AND  8.  B.  HOLIDAY. 

Mr.  CREBS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
716)  for  the  relief  of  W.  P.  Holiday  and  S.  B. 
Holiday,  of  Cairo,  Illinois ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and,  with  accompanying 
papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claimsi 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SOLDIERS  OF  WAR  OF  1812. 

Mr.  HAY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  717) 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  granting 
pensions  to  certain  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
war  of  1812,  and  the  widows  of  such  deceased 
soldiers,''  approved  February  14, 1871 ;  which 
was  read  a  nrst  and  secopd  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and 
'Sfta  of  1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GRAHTINO  OF  SWAMP  LANDS. 

Mr.  PARKER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
718)  granting  certain  swamp  lands  in  Holt 
county,  Missouri,  to  said  Holt  county  for 
school  purposes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  MATNBT. 

Mr.  PARKER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  719)  for  the  relief  of  John  Matney,  of  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  late  a  private  in  the  thirty- 
fiflh  Missouri  volunteer  infhntry ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  re^rred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

OO0RT8  AT  SPRINGFIELD  AND  ST.  JOSEPH. 

Mr.  PARKER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  720)  to  provide  for  the  holding  of  terms 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  western  district  of  Missouri  at  St.  Joseph 
and  Springfield,  in  said  State,  and  to  increase 
the  jurisdiction  of  said  district  court ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

LEGALIZATION  OF  POLTGAMOUS  MARRIAGES. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  721)  to  legalize  polygamous  mar- 
riages in  Utnh,  and  to  dismiss  all  prosecutions^ 
on  account  thereof  in  the  courts  of  said  Ter*  ^ 
ritory;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THB  OONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  CO  MINGO  introduced  a  joint  resolu^ 
tion  (H.  R.  No.  62)  proposing  an  amendment 
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to  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  timci  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

HBBTINO  OF  OONORBSS; 

Mr.  COMINGO  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
B.  No.  722)  providing  for  the  fntare  meeting 
of  Congress ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond timC)  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

R.  B.  COWAN. 

Mr.  COMINGO  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  728)  to  relieve  U.  E.  Cowan,  of  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  from  legal  and  political  dis- 
abilities imposed  by  the  fourteenth  article  of 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

STATE  UNIVERSITIES. 

Mr.  KING  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  68)  instructing  the  chief  of  engi- 
neers to  supply  the  University  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  the  State  universities  of  other 
States  with  the  third  volume  and  atlas  of  Re- 
port on  Geological  Ex{)loration  of  Fortieth 
rarallel,  for  the  use  of  said  universities ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PURCUASERS  OP  PUBLIO  LANDS. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri,  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  724)  for  the  relief  of  certain 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands  under  thegradu- 
ation  act  of  August  4,  1854 ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL,  HELENA,  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  HANKS  introduced  a  bill  fH.  R.  No. 
725)  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  marine 
hospital  at  or  near  the  city  of  Helena,  Ark- 
ansas ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHIOAOO,  ETC.,  RAILWAT  COMPANY. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  726)  to  authorize  the  Chicago  and 
Northwestern  Railway  Company  to  change 
their  projected  line  of  railway  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  to  extend  the  time  for  the  com- 
pletion thereof;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ONTONAQON  AND  WISCONSIN  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  727)  to  change  the  direction  of  the 
road  authorized  by  the  act  approved  June  8, 
1856,  from  Ontonagon,  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  Wisconsin  State  line,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TIMOTHY  EDMONDS. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  728)  for  the  relief  of  Timothy  Edmonds, 
late  private  ninth  Michigan  cavalrr  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

SAMUEL  C.  HODOMAN. 

•  Mr.  STOUGHTON  also  introduced  abill  ( H. 
R.  No.  729)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  C.  Hodg- 
man,  late  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  seventh 
Michigan  cavalry ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ClaimS| 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING    AT  CEDAR  KEYS,  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  WALLS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
730)  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building  at 
Ceaar  Keys,  State  of  Florida,  to  be  used  as  a 


custom-house  and  other  Federal  offices ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  WALLS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  781)  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building 
at  Key  West,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  to  be 
used  as  a  custom-house,  post  office,  court- 
house, and  other  Federal  offices :  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  JACKSONVILLB,  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  WALLS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  782)  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building 
at  Jacksonville,  in  the  State  or  Florida,  to  be 
used  as  a  custom-house  and  other  Federal 
offices;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  WALLS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  738)  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to 
revise,  with  amendments,  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,'' approved  July  7,  1838;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 
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PROTECTION  OF  CIVIL  RIGHTS. 


Mr.  WALLS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  734)  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  ''An 
act  to  protect  all  citizens  of  the  United  States 
in  their  civil  rights  and  furnish  the  means  of 
their  vindication/'  passed  April  9,  1866,  and 
to  remove  all  legal  and  political  disabilities  im- 
posed by  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  for  participation  in  the  late  rebellion ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

Mr.  HANCOCK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  735)  to  enable  the  President  to  purchase  a 
dite  and  erect  thereon  a  fireproof  building  for 
the  United  States  courts  and  post  office  at  Aus- 
tin, Texas;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

RULES  AND  ARTICLES  Of  WAR. 

Mr.  CONNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
736)  amending  the  Rules  and  Articles  of 
War  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL   OF   DISABILITIES. 

• 

Mr.  CONNER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  787)  to  remove  political  disabilities  im- 
posed by  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  from  certain  citizens  of 
Texas;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LANDS  FOR  NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  McCRARY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  788)  setting  apart  and  reserving  public 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining a  national  university ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  DE8  MOINES  RAPIDS. 

Mr.  McCRARY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  739)  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
conopletion  of  the  improvement  of  the  Des 
Moines  rapids  in  the  Mis8issi|>pi  river;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 


the  Committee  on  Commeroef  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

P.  1.  DTE. 

Mr.  PALMER  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R.No. 
740)  for  the  relief  of  P.  E.  Dye,  of  Polk  coooty, 
Iowa;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  Ume, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiun, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARLES  0.  HOOD. 

Mr.  PALMEft  also  introdneed  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  741)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  C.  Hood; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  alod, 
with  the  accompanying  pspers,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

QUIETING  TITLE  TO  LANDS. 

Mr.  PALMER  also  introdnced  abill  (H.  R. 
No.  742)  to  quiet  the  title  to  certain  linds  is 
the  State  of  Iowa ;  which  was  read  a  first  ud 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LANDS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  ORR  introduced  a  joint  resolation  (H. 
R.  No.  748)  relating  to  rights  of  actual  settlen 
upon  certain  lands  in  Iowa;  which  wss  reads 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Cooiroit* 
tee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JAMES  8TBTBN8. 

Mr.  ORR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  Ko. 

744)  for  the  relief  of  James  Stevens;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  AflBdrs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  08HK08H,  WISCOIfUH. 

Mr.  SAWYER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

745)  to  provide  for  a  building  for  the  use  of 
the  post  office,  pension  office,  United  Stttei 
courts,  and  internal  revenue  offices  at  Oshkosh. 
Wisconsin ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

AMBNDMBNT  OF  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  H  AZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  mtrodaeed 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  746)  to  amend  an  act  eati* 
tied  "An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptor  throughout  the  United  States,'' 
approved  March  2, 1867 ;  which  was  read  afint 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBPBAL  OF  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  747)  to  repeal  in  set 
entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States," 
approved  March  2,  1867 ;  which  wis  resd  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MART  ORAWFORD. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  748 )  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Crawford ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  0.  MORRILL. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  also  iotio- 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  749)  for  the  relief  of 
John  C.  Morrill :  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  reterred  to  the  Committee  ob 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GBOROR  W.  BUROHARD. 

Mr.  HAZLETON.  of  Wisconsin,  also  intro; 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  760)  for  the  relief  of 
Oeorge  W.  Burchard ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANDRBW  KNUDSON. 

Mr.  RUSK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
761)  directing  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oen- 
era!  Land  Office  to  issue  a  patent  to  Andrew 
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Koadsoii ;  which  wu  read  a  first  and  second 
timet  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BBNRT*  CLAT  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  RUSK  aho  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  762)  to  appropriate  to  Henry  Clay  Wil- 
liams a  snm  of  money  found  due  to  him  in  the 
adjustment  of  his  accounts ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DR.  J.  MILTON  DBST. 

Mr.  RUSE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  758)  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  J.  Milton  Best ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  tiie  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PRBlMPnON  OF  OCAL  LANDS. 

Mr.  HOUGHTON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  764)  to  grant  the  right  of  i>re<$mption  to 
cosl  lands  on  the  public  domain  in  the  Pacific 
States  and  Territories ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Mines  and  Mining,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

0ONTBA0T8  FOR  81RTIL8  LABOR. 

Mr.  COGHL  AN  introduced  abill  (H.  R.  No. 

755)  to  prohibit  contracts  for  servile  labor ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SWAMP  LANDS  IN  ORBOON. 

Mr.  SLATER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

756)  extending  the  time  for  the  selection  of 
fliwamp  and  overfiowed  lands  in  Oregon  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  12, 1860 ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
aod  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDIAN  TRBATIBS. 

Mr.  LOWE  in<a-odaced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
767)  to  canj  into  effect  the  fourtn  article  of 
the  treaty  of  February  28, 1867,  with  the  Sen- 
eca, Shawnee,  and  Quapaw,  and  other  In- 
dians ;  which  was  read  a  nrst  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MILITARY  AND  POST  ROAD. 

Mr.  LOWE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  758)  to  provide  for  the  building  of  a  mili- 
tary and  post  road  from  the  mouth  of  Walnut 
river,  in  Kansas,  to  the  mouth  of  the  main 
Cache  river,  in  Texas ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

ROBBRT  1.  OOWAN. 

Mr.  McOREW  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  759)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities 
of  Robert  E.  Cowan  of  Kansas  City,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  IN  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  DAVIS  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

760)  to  require  the  holding  of  an  additional 
term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  district  of  West  Virginia ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary. 

ADMISSION  or  UTAH  AS  A  STATB. 

Mr.  TAFFE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

761)  to  enable  the  people  of  Utah  to  form  a 
coostitntion  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories. 

NRBRASKA  AND  DAKOTA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  TAFFE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  762)  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 


Northern  Nebraska  and  Central  Dakota  rail- 
road ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  refiarred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

RBMOVAL  OF  FLATHEAD  INDIANS. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  768)  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
Flatheaa  andf  other  Indians  from  the  Bitter 
Root  valley,  in  the  Territory  of  Montana ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Inaian  Aflhirs. 

TBLLOWSTONB  PARK. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  764)  to  set  aparta  certain  tract  of  land 
l^ing  near  the  head- waters  of  the  Yellowstone 
nver  as  a  public  park ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stbvevson  was  agreed  to. 

BNLAR6BMRNT  OF  OAPITOL  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  766)  for  the  enlargement  of  the  grounds 
surronnoing  the  Capitol ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

CORPORATIONS  BT  GINBRAL  LAW. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  766)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  for  the  creation  of  corporations  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  by  general  law;'' 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  tne  District  of  Columbia. 

AMSNDMBNT  OF  DISTRICT  ACTS. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H 
R.  No.  767)  to   amend  certain  acts  therein 
named;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

MORTGAGES. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  768)  relating  to  mortgages  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINttS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  has 
expired.  The^  first  business  now  in  order  is 
the  consideration  of  a  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox,]  coming 
over  from  Monday  last,  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  pass  a  resolution,  which  the  Clerk  will 
read. 

^  INTERNATIONAL  COPTRIGHT. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Librarj  be 
directed  to  consider  the  question  of  an  International 
copyright,  and  to  report  to  this  Honae  what,  in  their 
jadgment,  would  be  the  wisest  plan,  by  treatr  or 
law.  to  eeenre  the  property  of  authors  in  their  works, 
without  injury  to  other  nghte  aod  interests,  and  if 
in  their  opinion  oonrressional  legislation  is  the  best 
that  they  report  a  bill  for  that  purpoee. 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  I  can  save  the  time  of 
calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nays  have 
not  been  demanded. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  upon  a  division 
there  were — ayes  79,  noes  10;  no  quorum 
votinff. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Cox  and 
Mr.  Eellkt  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided  $  and  the  tellers 
reported  that  there  were — ayes  one  hundred 
and  five,  noes  not  counted. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the 
rules  were  suspended|  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 


SAFSTY  OF  8TBAMBOAT8. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R. 
No.  65)  relating  to  the  limitation  of  steam 
pressure  on  towing  and  freight  boats  on  the 
Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  joint 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  ioint  resolution,  which  wpa  read,  pro* 
vides  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
*|  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
life  on  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,''  &c.,  approved  February  28,  1871, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  limitation  of  steam 
pressure  on  steamboats  used  ezclasively  for 
towing  and  carrying  freight  on  the  Mississippi 
river  and  its  tributaries,  are  hereby  so  far 
modified  as  to  substitute  for  such  boats  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  steam  pressure  in 
place  of  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  as  pro- 
vided in  said  act,  for  the  standard  pressure 
upon  standard  boilers  of  forty-two  inches 
diameter  and  of  plates  of  one  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  thickness  ;  and  that  sucn  boats  may, 
on  the  written  permit  of  the  supervising 
inspector  of  the  aistrict  in  which  they  shall 
carry  on  their  business,  for  the  period  of  six 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  joint  resolu- 
tion, be  permitted  to  carry  steam  above  the 
standard  pressure  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds,  but  not  exceeding  the  standard  pres- 
sure of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the 
square  inch. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed  ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TSXAS  ELECTION  CONTESTS. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  to  present  their  report  in 
the  contested-election  case  of  Clark  vs.  0 id- 
dings,  from  the  third  district  of  Texas,  and  to 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  call 
up  the  case  to-morrow  afler  the  morning  hour. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hoar  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Illinois,  presented  a  report  on 
behalf  of  the  minority  of  tne  committee ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  connection  with 
the  majority  report 

Mr.  McCRARY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  following  resolutions: 

Huol9td^  That  the  sixty  days  which  the  law  allows 
for  takiDK  testimony  in  the  contested-election  case 
of  G.  W.  Whitmore  ot.  W.  S.  Herndon.  from  the  first 
district  of  Texas,  shall  commence  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1872. 

Retolvedt  That  cither  party  to  the  said  contest  be 
anthorised  to  take  the  testimony  of  Hon.  J.  W. 
Flanagan,  United  States  Senator,  Hon.  J.  D.  New- 
comb,  secretary  of  State,  and  Hon.  E.  J.  Davis,  Oor- 
ernor  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. District  of  Columbia,  before  any  officer  aatbor- 
ised  by  law  to  take  depositions  therein,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  passace  of  this  resolution,  upon  three 
days'  notice  to  the  opposite  party. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
was  to  strike  out  the  second  resolution,  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

Bttolved.  That  either  party  to  said  contest  be 
authorised  to  take  the  testimony  of  any  witnesses 
who  may  be  found  in  the  District  of  Colambia,  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  before  any  officer  authorised 
by  law  to  take  depositions  therein,  within  sixty  days 
after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  upon  three  days' 
notice  to  the  opposite  party;  no  mileage  to  be 
allowed  to  such  witnesses. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
was  agreed  to ;  and  the  resolutionsi  as  amended, 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  McCRARY  moved  to  reconsider  the 
▼ote  by  which  the  resolutions  were  adopted ; 
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and  also  mored  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  wae  agreed  to. 

OBDKR  Of  BUSINIBS  NEXT  THUBflDAT. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  ask  that  the  nnanimons 
consent  of  the  Honse  be  given  to  fix  Thursday 
of  this  week  for  general  debate  only. 

Mr.  D  A  WBS.  If  there  are  any  considerable 
nnmber  of  members  desiring  to  occupy  the 
time  on  next  Thursday;  by  general  deoate  I 
will  not  object ;  or  if  my  distinguished  friend 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  MAnrAED]  desires  to 
debate  on  that  day,  I  will  not  object  But  if 
the  purpose  is  to  add  one  more  day  to  the  recess 
of  Gon|^ss  it  ought  not  to  be  done.  I  think 
the  period  assigned  for  the  recess  is  already 
longer  than  it  ought  to  be.  If  the  purpose  is 
to  put  an  end  to  business  on  Wednesday  even- 
in|^  in  this  indirect  way,  and  have  the  countiy 
thmk  we  are  here  transacting  business  when  in 
feict  we  are  not,  I  am  opposed  to  the  proposi- 
tion.  1  hope,  therefore,  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee will  indicate  whether  he  desires  to 
occupy  the  time  himself  on  that  day. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Thus  far  during  this  ses- 
sion there  has  been  no  day  assigned  to  general 
debate ;  and  gentlemen  who  have  speeches 
prepared  will  naturally  wish  to  deliver  them, 
80  that  they  can  distribute  them  during  the 
holidays. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Nobody,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
has  indicated  any  desire  to  occupy  time  in 
general  debate;  and  I  inquire  ot  my  friend 
whether  he  has  any  such  desire. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I,  as  the  gentleman 
knows,  do  not  often  make  speeches  |  but  as 
the  gentleman  himself  and  other  members  of 
the  House  do,  it  is  very  proper  that  a  di^ 
should  be  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  I  am 
assured  by  gentlemen  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  that^  they  wish  to  occupy  the  time  in 
debate,  if  it  shall  be  accordea  by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee asks  unanimous  consent  that  Thursday 
of  this  week  be  devoted  to  debate  only,  and 
that  the  House  meet  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  that  day. 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  object 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made, 
the  order  can  only  be  made  under  a  sotpension 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  so  as  to  order  that  Thursday  of  tnis  week 
be  devoted  to  debate  only,  and  that  the  Honse 
shall  meet  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  agreeing  to  the  motion,  there  were — i^es 
one  hundred  and  four,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  there  were — 
ayes  24,  noes  109 ;  less  than  one  fifth  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  call  for  tellers  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  stated  was  agreed  to. 

fiUSPBNSION  or  OBNSRAL  Q.  W.  BALLOCH. 

Mr.  McNEELY,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  iq: 

JRetohed.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  aod  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  re- 
quested to  inform  this  Uouee  of  the  ciroamstanoes 
attending  the  euBpension  or  maitering  out  of  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  George  W.  Balloch,  and  of  the 
«tep8  Utken  in  the  examination  and  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  so  far  as  the  same  were  brought  to  the 
notice  ot  their  respective  Departments. 

PUBLIO  WOR^,  OSWBGO,  NBW  YORK. 

Mr.  LANSING,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Re»olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  at  an  early  day  what  exten- 
sion of  the  pablic  works  on  the  east  side  of  the 
moath  of  the  Osweso  river*  in  the  city  of  Oswego. 
Kew  York,  is  desirable  for  the  accommodation  and 
proteelion  of  the  inereaiing  commeroe  of  that  port. 


BXBMPTION  Of  8TBAM  TOW-BOATS. 

Mr.  NEGLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  underwriters,  manufac- 
turers, and  merchants  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  exempt  steam  tow-boats  on  the 
western  rivers  from  certain  restrictions  and 
regulations  imposed  upon  passenger  boats; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MRS.  BUNICB  0.  ADABfS. 

Mr.  SESSIONS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  769)  granting  a  -pension  to  Mrs.  Eunice 
C.  Adams ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOMBSTBADS. 

Mr.  SESSIONS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  770)  to  enable  honorably  discharged 
soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and  children, 
to  acquire  homesteads  on  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  refiorred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Publio  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

M.  A.  THIBBB,  PBB81DBNT  IBBNOH  RBPUBLIO. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

ReMolvtd^  That  this  House  has  witnessed  with  pro- 
foand  rerret  the  angry  severity  with  which  the 
French  Government,  of  which  M.  A.  Thiers  is  the 
head,  has  parsuea  prisoners  oaptared  by  it  from  the 
government  called  **the  Commune"  in  Paris. 

Mr.  PERCE.    lobiect 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  and  the  resolution  passed. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Is  it  in  order  to  declare  that 
the  House  has  *'  witnessed''  events  when  we 
were  three  thousand  miles  away  7 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  will  amend  the  res- 
olution so  as  to  say  ^Mearned"  instead  of 

(i  witOAflSAd 

Mr.  BINQHAM.  The  resolution  ought  to 
have  a  substantiative  amendment,  for  it  is 
doubtfol  whether  M.  A.  Thiers  did  any  such 
thing. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
58,  noes  60 ;  no  quorum  votine. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Mr.  Haldekak 
and  Mr.  Perce  a»  tellers. 

Mr.  COX.  Allow  me  to  amend  by  con- 
demning the  Spanish  Government  for  its  abom- 
inable murder  of  student  boys  in  Cuba,  and 
other  outrages. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  is  not  amendable. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot 
interruDt  the  division  of  the  House,  which  is 
of  the  nighest  privilege,  as  it  concerns  the 
whole  House. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  67,  noes  66. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
navs.  • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 

in  the  neeative — ^yeas  96,  nays  86,  not  voting 

67 ;  as  follows : 

YBAB^Messn.  Aeker,  Adams.  Archer,  Arthur, 
Barnam,  Barry,  Bell,  Bird,  Austin  Blair,  Braxton. 
Bright,  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  Roderick  K.  Butler. 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Coghlan.  Oomingo,  Con- 

ter,  Conner.  Cotton.Cox,  Creb^i,  Critcher.  Dox,  Duke, 
lldridge,  Famasrorth,  Finkelnburg,  Eorker,  Gar- 
rett. Qets,  GoUaday,  Griffith.  Ualdeman,  Hancock, 
Handley,  Uarper.  John  T.  Harris,  Uay.  lleretord, 
Hemdon,  Hibbara,  Uolman,  Killingcr,  King,  Kin- 
sella,  Lamison, Leach,  Lowo.  Lynob,  ManBon,  Mar- 
shall, MoClelland,  MoCormick,  McHenry,  McXntyre, 
McKinney,  McNeely.Mercur,  BeaJHinin  F.  Meyers, 
Morgan.  Nlblack,  Isaac  C  Parker.  Eli  Perry,  Piatt, 
Porter,  Price,  Read,  Edward  Y.  Rico.  Scofield,  See- 
ley,  Sheldon,  Sherwood,  Slater,  SIoss,  John  A.  Smith, 
R.Milton  Speer,Spraguo,5tarkweather,Storm,  Suth- 
erland, Sypher,Terr7.Tuthin,Van  Trump,  Voorhecs, 
Walden,  Warren.  Wells, Whitthorne.JohnT.  Wilson, 
Winchester,  Wood,  and  Young— 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ambler,  Averill,  Banks,  Barber, 
Beatty,  Beveridge,  Bigby.  Bingham,  James  G.  Blair, 
George  M.  Brooks.  Buffinton,  Burobard  CrossJand, 
Dawes,  Donnan,  Draell,  KomM,  Elliott,  Charles  Fos- 
ter, Frye,  Garfield  jQoodrich,  Hale,  George  E.  Harris, 
Hawley,  Garry  W.Haileton,  JohnW.Hasleton.Hoar, 


Hooper,  Hooghton,  EelIey,EelIofte.I^m»ori,Iie«li. 
Maynard,  McGrow.  McJonkm.  McKpe,  Merriam. 
Merrick,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morpois.  Leonard  Myera, 
Packard,  Packer,  Palmer.  Bosea  W.  Park«r.  Peck. 
Pendleton.  Perce,  Aaron  F.  P^fry,  Poland,  Prindlc 
Rainey.  John  M.  Rice.  Ritchie,  Ellis  H.  Roberti, 
Rogers,  Rosk,  SaWy  er.  Sessions.  Shanks.  Shoemaker, 

flocam,  H.Boardroan  Smith,  WorthingtonC.  Smith, 
napp,  Snyder,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Stowell,  Ttffe, 
Shomas.  Washington  Townsead,  Turner,  Tyner. 
pson.  Wakeman,  Waldron,  Wallace.  Wallt.  Wssb- 
bum,  Wheeler.  Willard.  Williams  of  Indiana,  and 
Jeremiah  M.  Wilson~86. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ames,  Beek, Biggs.  Jsmei 
Brooks,  Buckley,  Burdett,  Carroll.  Clarke,  Oobam, 
Creely,  Darrall.  Dayis.  De  Large.  Dickey,  DuBom, 
Dunnell.  Edwards,  Ely.  Farwell,  Henry  D.  Fos- 
ter, Wilder  D.  Foster,  Halsey.  Hambletoa,  Hanks, 
Harmtr,  Havens,  Haya,  Hill,  Kendall,  Kerr. 
Ketoham,  Lansing.  McCrary.  Mitchell.  Morer,  Nee- 
ley,  Orr,  Peters,  Potter,  Randall,  William  R.  Rob- 
erts. Robinson.  Roosevelt,  Shellabarger,  Bbob«r, 
Stevens,  Stevenson,  Stoughton,  Strong,  Bt.  John, 
Swann,DwightTownsend,TwichetI,VaughaD.  Wad- 
dell.  Whiteley,  and  'Williams  of  New  York-57. 

So  (two  thirds  not  baring  voted  in  the 
affirmative)  the  rules  were  not  saspended^aad 
Uie  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

MARTYRS  FOR  CIVIL  LIBERTY. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  move  that  the  rules  b«  sag- 
pended,  and  the  following  resolution  passed, 
and  on  that  motion  Icallfortheyeasandnays. 

Tbe  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Beaolvtd.  That  while  this  House  deems  the  coadoet 
of  foreign  Governments  to  be  beyond  its  jurisdiction, 
it  deeply  sympathizes  with  all  efforts  to  establish 
self-government  and  republican  institutions,  and 
with  the  families  and  friends  ofall|»ersons  who  bare 
lost  their  lives  either  in  the  field  or  on  the  scsfibld 
or  elsewhere  in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty. 

Mr.  COX.  Everybody  is  for  that  There  is 
no  necessity  for  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  wish  to  have  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  yeas  aod 
nays  there  were — ayes  forty- two,  more  thso 
one  fiflh  of  the  last  vote. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  think  there  is  no  need 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  No  one  ohjects  to  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  make  a  parliament* 
ary  inquiry.  Could  I  not  move  an  amendment 
to  that  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  outrages? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  Not  under  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

The  question  recurred  on  suspending  the 
rules  and  agreeing  to  Mr.  Hoar's  resolution, 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  there  were— 
yeas  18^,  nays  0,  not  voting  5G ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Acker,  Ambler,  Archer,  Arthur, 
Averill,  Banks.  Barber,  Barry.  Beatty,  Bdl,  Bever- 
idge, Bigby,  Bingham,  Bird.  James  0.  Blair.  Brax- 
ton. Bright.  George  M.  Brooks.  Buckley,  Buffieton. 
Burchard,  Burdett,  Roderick  R.  Butler.  Caldwell. 
Campbell,  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coghlan,  Comingo.  Con- 
ger, Conner,  Cotton,  Cox.Crebs,  Critoher.Crosaiaud. 
Davis,  Dawes.  Donnan.  DuBo««.DueIl, Duke,  EaiQ«, 
KJwards.  KIdridge,  Elliott.  Finkelnburjf.  Forker. 
Charles  Foster,  Frye.Ortrfield.  Garrett,  Gofi.  GoIU- 
day.  Goodrich.  Griffith,  Uuldemnn.  Hancock,  liana- 
ley,Uarper,  George  E.Uarris.John  T.  Uarris.  Ea^eo«, 
Hawley.  Hay,  John  W.  Hasleton,  Hereford,  nern- 
don,  Uibbard. Hoar, Hotmail. Kelley.  KelloggiKen*. 
Ketcham,  Killicger,  King,  Kinsella,  Lamison.  I^m- 
port.  Leach,  Lewis,  Lowe,  Lynoh,  Manson.  May- 
nard, McClelland,  McCormiok,  McCrary,  MoOrew. 
McHenry,  Mclntyre,  McJunkin,  McKee,  McKia- 
ney,  McNeely,  Mercur,  Merriam.  Merrick,  Benja- 
min F.  Mejyers,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morpbv, 
Leonard  Myers,  Negley.  Niblack,  Orr,  Packwo, 
Packer.  Palmer,  Ilosea  W.  Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker, 
Peck,  Pendleton.  Perco.  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Ell  Perry. 
Piatt.  Poland,  Porter.  Price,  Rainey.  Read.  Bdwsrd 
Y.  Rice,  Jobn  M.  Rice.  Ritchie.  Ellis  li.  EoherU, 
Rogers.  Sawyer.  Scofield.  Seeley,  Shanks.  Sheldon. 
Sherwood,  Shober.  Shoemaker.  Slator.SloCUm,  Slow. 
H. Board luun  Smith.  John  A.  Smith.  VV'orthington  0. 
Smith,  Snapp.  Snyder.  R.  Milton  Spevr,  Thomw  J. 
Speer,  Spragoe.  Starkweather.  StcTens,  Stetenson. 
Storm.  Stoughton.  Sutherland.  Swann,  Syi>iber, 
Taffe,  Terry,  Thomas.  Woj^hington  Town^ond,  Tur- 
ner. Tuthill,  Twichell.  Tyner,  UfM'on,  V'an  Tmtnp. 
Voorhees,  Waddcll.  Wakeman.  Waldron.  Wallacf. 
Warren,  VVaahburn,  Wells,  Wheeler,  Whiteley, 
Whitthorne.  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  Julin  T.  Wilson, 
Winehn«ter.  Wood,  and  Young— 182. 

NAYS-0- 

NOT  VOTING— Me-^srs.  Adams,  Ames,  Bamura. 
Beck,  Biggs.  Au8t,in  Blair,James  Brooks,  Beujatom 
F.  Butler,  Carroll,  Coburn.  Creejy.  Darr«ll.  De- 
Large.  Dickey.  Dox.  Dunnell,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Far- 
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««11.  HanrrD.  Foitai,  WildBrD.  Tostar,  Hala.  H»l- 
»Bj-.  H.iBblBlDo.  IlinVs.  Harmar.  Hnji.  Oarry  W. 
"Hilelnn,  nni,  Hnnpor,  lloughlon.  Kcndail.^- 
□  (,    Manbalt.    Uitchcll.   Moiry,    PeUri.  Pi: 
rindla,  HukIbU.  WilllBm  K.  Roberrs,  Unbii 
■      -      ■     " Slo 

tui  wTl- 


Buak,  Seuioiu,  fihollabfirEcr,  Slowall, 

I.  St.  John.  Dwinhi  Townaend,  Vnu 
IVniri.  Willird.  WilliftUu  of  ladika 
of  Haw  York-fi6, 


,«)ti, 


Darinatbe  roll-call, 

Mr.  SHANKS  said:  I  deiire  to  Et&te  that 
my  colleague,  Mr.  CoenRH,  is  conSned  to  bie 
room  b;  sickaeu.    If  here  be  would  have 

The  result  of  the  vote  wsa  then  announced 
u  above  recorded. 

RBPBIL  or  INCOME  TAZ,  >T0. 

Hr.  KELLOOa.  I offerthe  following  Teeo- 
IntioD,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  its  present  consideration. 

The  C.lerii  read  aa  follows: 

Brttlvtd.  Tbktthe  Commktea  ofWara  and  Maans 
ba  rcquaetad  to  report  a  bill  fur  the  ooniidaratioo 
or  tLra  Uuuie  oi  aariy  id  Junuiit;  next  u  prudUcu- 
btc  for  (bo  immediBta  rapeal  of  Ibe  ^roclsions  for 

of  olbar  iatenial  rarenne  taxei,  aieept  on  liquor^ 
aifan,  and  tobaooo.  in  tbeLr  Taiiaui  forms,  aua 

Mr.  KELLOOO.  I  ask  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  now,  and  hope  there  will 

Mr.    DAWES.      Let  it  be  referred  to  the 
Commilliie  of  Waf  s  and  Means. 
_  Ur.  KELLOGU.     Agreeing  to  thisresolu- 
tion  does  not  compel  au;  one  to  vote  in  favor 


we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  at 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Conuecticitl  [Ur.  Eltl.- 
loco]  to  the  fact  thaw— 

Hr.  KELLUGG.  1  move  to  nupend  the 
nilrt  and  ps?s  tbe  resolutioo. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  simplr  to  call  atUn- 
tinn  to  the  fact  that,  wiubout  giving  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Wajs  and  Means  an;  time  to  con- 
sider tbe  matter,  he  proposes  to  instruct  them 
lo  report  a  bill  repealing  the  income  tax  and 
other  internal  nvenue  taxes,  but  UavinK  all 
the  stamp  taxes. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  will  strike  out  all  of  the 
resolution  al\er  the  worda  "income  tux." 

Mr.  COX.  Is  this  question  open  lo  debate? 
If  it  IK,  I  would  eaj  that  I  wish  the  gentleman 
woold  introduce  at  once  a  bill  repealing  tbe 
iucome  lux,  and  have  it  passed  instead  of  this 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  the  House  will  per- 
mit tbe  resolution  to  be  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mitite  of  WajH  and  Means. 

Mr.  H01..MAN.  1  call  fur  the  yeasandnaja 
on  1h«  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  COX.  If  debate  is  in  order  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  want  the  bill  itself  to  vote  for  it. 

.Mr.  HPEEK,  of  Georgia.  1  move  that  the 
HoDse  do  now  adjourn. 

The  quesiion  was  pat;  and  there  were — 
ajes  122.  noes  34. 

Mr,  PEltCE  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays. 

The  jfAH  and  ne^a  were  ordered, 

Tbe  qnestion  whs  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
rnlhraliirinaiive — yeas  110,  nays  79,  not  voting 
i'J:   aarolloos: 

YEAi^  — Mc-sti".  AdomB.  Amblor.  Avcrill.  Bigby, 
Aiittin  lILlr.  Umxitiii.  Brliflit,  liuckli^y,  Bufflnlon, 

Ui..l.  Dni^.  D..Re>.  Duiiniiii.  Uoi.buUnrc.  luiwunl>i. 
£1Jri[lE<^.  Vi,,  ii-«orlh.  Finkclnburi.  Uanr}'  D.  Fu- 
Irr.  i}»rttal<l.  UxmiU,  »eri.  tiullailar.  Unle,  liui- 
i-uk.,lliuidlcy.  Ui>uki>. "  "    ~'       "      "   — 


1  roar,  llaw las.  Hay,  Garry  j 
Ucroaun,  UibbaRl,  Uoar, 
ii.'imuii,  ii<.uBi>i"n.  niuB.  LnmpDrl.Lcnch,  bPWil, 
L»w<-.  Kn'um.  ManhjII.  Mornnrd.  HECiinakk. 
Mc(;r.in>  UcUrrw.  Mi-llsDry,  Mcloora,  UcJuu- 
km.  3li:Ki>iucy..Mi:K(;«l).Mcrriiui.  Al.:rncli.  M'lD- 
rw.M«r(,'aD,Nib!»k.(rrr.l>i>oker.ll<»-eaW.Pnrher, 
Ell  i'cTtr.  Wttrf.  Puce.  Ilmd.  Edirui.l  Y.  Hue. 
Jnbu  U.  kicB.  KJlii  U.  Hab«rls,  UoKara.  Soeiay. 
Ebinkn.EbtldoB,  Sbuemaher,  Sloaa,  II.  BoiudaiM] 
Bmith.  Jobn  A.emith,WaTtbiii>toi)0.  Smltb,  Snapp, 


Thomas  J.  Speer-Sjiruiie,  Stsvana,  Btowell.  Eutb- 
arland.  Swann.  Tiiff«.  TeriT.  ThomM,  WanhlnBtoo 
Tn«i>aen<l,  Tumrr.  Tvifheil,  Tyner,  Van  Trump, 
Vonrben.  Wmldall.  Wuiiaae.  Warren.  Whitalef, 
Wliillboroa,  WLllnrd,  Jeremiflh  M.  Wilson.  Wia- 
ohrflar.  Wood,  and  YoQor-ilO. 

NAYS-Ma««ni,  Arohar,  Arthur.  Banlu,  Barber. 
BarDDm.  BariT,  BaaUr.  BiDgbam.  Bird.  JamaiU, 
Blair,  Ueorcs  H.  liraoks,  Burdett,  Benjuoin  F.  But< 
lar.  Roderick  R,  Butlar,  Campbell.  Clnrka.Comiaio. 
GoDEor.  Conner.  Cot,  Daetl.  bamM.  Blliott.  Charloi 
Foster,  Frye,  Ooodrich.  Qrjffith,  Oeorta  K.  Uarria, 
John  i.  HarrLi.  UaveniL  Jobn  W*.  Hoile  ton  .Hooper. 
Kaltej'.Kcllogit.Kerr.Ketebam.KillinEer.RlnBella. 
Laralson,  Laniim,  Lynch,  HoCtalland.MnKaa.  Mar- 
oar.  Benjamin  F,  Mayan.  Horphii.  Leonard  Myara, 

jj— i..T'.~i..~i  P.i I- — C,  Parker,  PboU-Pbd- 

dl  latt.  PnrlDr,  Prindle, 

R  berU,  Busk,  Sawysr. 

6-  lar.  R.  Milton  fiDear, 


J< 

r.  Amea.  Beak,  Bell; 
B  11,  Carroll.  Coborn. 

&  iree,  Dickey,  Dukr, 

D  ,  Wildar  D.  Foalar, 

a  Harmer.  Uay*.  Hill, 

K  ay,  Poland,  Potter, 

R  :,    Sesaloni,   Bbella- 

bi  ,  St.  Jobn,  Bypbar, 

D  Walli.   Waabbum. 

n  id  Wiflianu  of  New 

York— 10. 

So  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  completion  of  tbe  roll-call,  andbefore 
tbe  rcanlt  of  tbe  vote  was  announced,  the  fol- 
lowing proceediogi  took  place : 


Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Masgachnsetts.by  nnani- 
moua  consent,  introdaced  n  billJH,  B,  No. 
771)  declaratovy  of  the  right  of  suffrage;  which 
wa9  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  ou  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

lUPOBT  DUITBB. 

Mr.  EELLEY.  I  ask  unanimoos  oonseat 
to  present  tbe  memorial  of  tbe  Indnslrial 
League  of  Peons; lyania ;  and  I  wk  that  it  be 
printed  in  tbe  Globe. 

There  waa  do  objection,  and  it  wm  so  ordered. 

The  memorial  ia  as  follows  : 

7b  (Ac  SenafB  and  ffoiue  of  Bfprwentatiwt  r^  th4 
IhiUd  auia<JAmtTiaii%  QmeT*n  otiembM .- 
Ttaii  memorial  of  tha  iDdaalrial  IieavUB  Mapaat- 

apprlaad  by  the  nawapapen 


of  certai 
refi.rm.  t 


infaetureid  coodi: 


.1  wfj-Cfnl 

Kow."aV"lit"lemkei^*tha°p>D7n"°'it™of'oQ"^[ 
IS'iBm  i>r  internal  indu>.try,  nnd  wlinie  Tlewi,  while 
'    '         '  '    '  by  raffATd  fo     '         '   "     ' 


lifht 


iploioualy  rat 
led  by  our  adverflnrieaafl  ac 


1  of  foreii 


n  eaublished  in  tbe  mic 
stUaenta  bribe  practicnl 
uraeturiogeonosnili,  mvo 
I  all  clashes  of  OUT  felloo 


to  drawproHtfromlh 
Wen-roeiva  tbat  a. 


cruribiob  h 


teady. 

, J  eitotjniitanOBi 

of  Ibe  last  tea  yean,  and  to  make,  ilnee  Ifaa  war. 

indopcndenee;  a  condition  of  thjufs  Jnttly  (Tatity- 
iat  to  all  lovera  of  thin  oanntry. 
Wb  know  (bat  this  pronporily  ia  rreatly  due  to,  the 

duHiViM  created  bera  or  IrBneniantod  from  Boropa, 
old  Industrioa  inviroraled  nad  axEanded,  and  busy 

cell  thrift  Rrowing  oat  of  tbe  mutaally  helpfnl  ao- 
tivity  of  all.  The  eoutrasl  between  Ihia  period  and 
tbwiB  others  wiieDOUttatittaTmngooenUi  neroiuch 
u.'  to  cloc  bumo  industry  and  open  onr  markuts  id 
the  forciin  trnder  clearly  ahowa  that  (bis  mutually 

u  must  perfect  whco  llis  inlerobauio  of  servicoi 
nliich  furmi  socletnry  circntitinn,  C'lmplelra  itaclf 

'  pBTbapa  hoati 


Iota,  and  affirm  that  only  by  abnndanttiome  produc- 
tion can  home  consuinen  be  suitably  aad  ohcupl) 
suiiplied,  wbicb  home  prodnctiop  raquiroa  fur  lu 

foraiBn  produoU.    Two  reueut  and  typ 


t'  t!.8''e 
t,  by  tb 


..i'Jdl 
d  rails 


Imounu  of  mon"  anTuafneeded V under uK 
thpirproduotlon  bare;  and  secondly, by lastwJDter'l 
reduction  of  duty  on  pis  iron  from  nine  doliar*  to 
seven  dollan  per  Ion. 

In  tha  flrat  of  tboae  oasee,  the  prioe  of  atee!  rails 
has  greatly  declinod  since  tbe  manulooture  of  thno 
aommenoed  bare,  and  there  iAowaoenain  prtispeot 
that  Ibe  cootinaanoe  of  the  eiistins  duty  will  cauaa 
their  maaufaoture  to  be  aileaded  uatil  borne  pro- 
duction and  competition  ahall  enable  our  railroads 
to  be  full/  and  oboaply  eituipped  with  ateel  rs'i*  • 
result  obicb  coald  not  be  honed  for  so  I( 
depended  upon  the  prod uct  of  roreigora" 
should  tha  same  be  admitted  free  of  di 


if  thox 


mtly  fallowed  by 


3," 


imj>fe  sratuity  to  Ibe  fumcner  at  the  expense  of 
be  treuury.  The  reduction  of  duty  was  also  fol- 
owed  at  flrat  by  a  fall  ia  tbe  price  of  domeatie  p>( 


tboach  now  biaber  tbaa  before  ti^e  Uriff  reduction, 
Is  BtiFl  rising  beaaaaeof  tbejnsuffio lent  supply. 

Wb  are  saliified  that  the  Treasury  can  well  alTard 
lo  dispense  with  large  amoante  of  revenue,  and  ibat 
sound  policy  reaulieBaiicbdIuiioution  of  ilsreceipts. 
WbilewedonotcDnseive  ourselves  called  upon  to 
aSer  you  a  detailed  Mhedule  of  (be  precise  cbsoges 


«e  taxes  irbleb  are  usually  Dlaseed  as 
in  BOB  pi  eta  an  abaodaamaDt  of  eslab- 


fortUDMB,  its  ntiina^oD  haTing  been  ftrj  (eDsrally 

demanded  upon  nnanswerabfa  groundj  since  the 
eilgenolea  wblcb   seemed  to  render  It  JuttiSabte 

i,  AtaolitiH  of  til*  liapart  ddtiee  npoa  tea. and 
coffee,  which  duties  Dowconitituta  tbe  hesvieet  ai- 
action  made  by  the  General  QDrernmeat  upon  tbe 

siuD  of  the  free  liili  In  such  manner  as  to  admit  (r*« 

not  produc*^  ™ro,™1ine  cii're*S!ly*avDrdrng"in]ury 
toaor  domestic  industrr,  Weareolearlrofoplnioa 
that  tbn  Uvyiaa  of  itapnrt  duty  upon  oeaeaawiea  of 
life  Hhicbourolimato  does  not  permitus  to  produce, 
and  the  prices  of  which  uo  fixed  in  foreign  eoun- 

Boasame  those  articles;  ihe  effcqt  upon  con su men 
here  of  such  duties  being  totally  different  from  lUat 
of  duties  upon  articles  which  are  prDduae<f  or  aan 


Id  the  avent  of  sacb  a  codifieation  we  should  hava 

til  i>  time  would  entitii  upon  OouKreBsmacb  fruitless 
toil  while  introduoing  adislsubiuaelanaDl  into  Uie 

All  our  great  and  multllaiLoua  industries  hailng 
learned  by  the  experience,  of  a  decade  ikut  MeaUfust 

dominajitptiljticoi  parly,  (wboaealrengtb  is  inrreat 

npoD  this  point,)  are  everywhere  seni""   "~" 

roots  and  aaw  branohas :  the  whole  oo 
ism  thus  devaloping  itself,  and  eipa 
solid  and  symmetrieBl  growth. 

Anything  tending  to  shake  the  general  f^h  in 
tha  stability  of  tbis  policy  coald  nol  lail  to  hamper 


.ation 


n  by  our 


of  I1io=i 


i  by  foreigner 


igwUh  a 
nh  in 

neatIS 
latbo 


VmLVVtr'^'" 


laiiS  system,  the  conditions  nf  which  are  generally 
understood,  and  to  wblcb  nil  lb«  varied  ■cilvities 
of  tbe  country  taavs  copfontted  thomselvas,  stability 
is  the  tblDg  moat  needed. 
No  swaepiag  leduciion  In  tariff  rateaihoDld  be 

°w'L£  you'liurlicularlytoob-criro  (bet  iii.Bob- 


l>r  tb*  B*«d*  and  Awum  of  tta*  maltiMdM  of  self' 
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respeetioff  and  indostrloaa  men  whose  labors,  when 
properly  directed,  are  the  mainspring  of  the  national 
material  welfare.  On  their  behalf  we  hare  the  right 
to  speak,  and  in  their  name,  as  well  as  in  the  name 
of  their  employers,  whose  real  interests  are  identical 
and  harmonise  with  those  of  the  whole  country,  we 
addrws  to  you  this  memorial,  not  doubting  that  you 
will  receive  it  in  the  same  serious  and  considerate 
spirit  in  which  it  is  offered. 

MORTON  McMICHABL, 
Chairman  of  Renretentative  OounciL 

FREDERICK  FRALEY, 

.  SiMUEL  J.  REEVES, 
RwrttttUingjSteel  and  Iron-Maker»t  Ea»t, 

JAMES  PARK.Jr.. 
Bevntentino  Steel  and  fron-Makert,  WeH, 
J.  a.  FELL, 

Repretenting  Coal, 
CHARLES  LENNIG, 
Repretienting  CkemieaU,  Patntt,  &c, 
WILLIAM  SELLERS. 

Representing  Iron-  Worlcer9, 
R.  GARSED, 

Representing  Textile*. 
WILLIAM  ADAMSON. 
Representing  Leather,  Olue,  Ac, 
SAMUEL  RICHAl^DS, 

Representing  Olatt. 
JOSEPH  WHARTON. 
JUpresenting  Metals  other  than  Iron. 
HENRY  C.  LEA, 

Representing  Books. 
B.  R.  COPE. 

Representing  Paper, 

JOHN  Mosm 

Bepresenting  Pottery  and  Chinaware. 
WILLIAM  P.  STEWART. 
BepreHmting  Morocco^  Dressed  Leather^  <re. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  New  York.  I  ask  unani- 
moas  consent  to  offer  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 

SeTond  members  called  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  House  then  (at  two  o'clock  and  forty- 
eight  minutes  p.  m.)  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c,  were  presented 
under  the  rules,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
GODimittees  * 

B^  Mr.  ARTHUR :  The  petition  of  Senour 
&  Simsall,  P.  McNamara  &  Co.,  and  others, 
to  abolish  the  daty  upon  mass  or  block  licorice, 
and  place  the  Fame  on  the  free  list. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  Bernard  Dowling,  W. 
L.  Wright,  and  others,  for  the  repeal  of  all 
laws  authorizing  the  sale  of  stampea  envelopes 
by  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  BIQOS:  The  petition  of  H.  W. 
Laws,  Governor  Ponder,  H.  B.  Fiddeman, 
and  500  others,  praying  for  the  re^tablish- 
ment  of  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Misi- 
pillion  river,  Delaware,  together  with  the  repjort 
of  J.  C.  Smith  (engineer)  of  the  examination 
of  the  mouth  of  said  river,  and  also  a  letter 
from  Colonel  J.  C.  Woodruff  on  the  same 
subject. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINTONr  The  memorial  of 
John  Munroe  and  18  others,  trustees  of  the 
savings  bank  at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts, 

E raying  for  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  savings 
anks 

By  Mr.  BURCHARD :  The  petition  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Saddler,  of  Grand  Detour,  Ogle 
county,  Illinois,  for  his  pension  to  be  made  to 
date  from  time  of  bis  disability. 

Bv  Mr.  BURDETT:  A  petition  for  the 
establishment  of  post  routes  from  Altona,  Bates 
county,  via  Cove  City  and  Mingo,  to  Lucas,  in 
Henry  county,  Missouri ;  from  State  Line,  Cass 
county,  via  Jonesville  and  Brosley,  to  Burdett, 
in  Bates  county,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  DOX:  Petitions  for  the  removal  of 
the  political  disabilities  of  S.  J.  Burgess  and 
W.  A.  Vincent,  of  Etowah  county,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  PRYE :  The  petition  of  G.  H.  Roak 
and  others,  for  the  repeal  of  tiie  tax  on  savings 
banks. 

By  Mr.  GOLLADAY :  The  memorial  of  W. 
F.  Berry  &  Co.  and  others,  booksellers,  &c.,  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  remonstrating  against 
the  sale  of  stamped  envelopes  by  Uie  Post 
Office  Department. 

By  Mr.  HALE :  The  petition  of  S.  B.  Hume 
and  others,  for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  salt. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Yiiginia :  The  peti- 


tion of  A.  Anna  Hughes,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  property  destroyed  by  the  United 
States  army  under  General  Sheridan. 

By  Mr.  HOAR :  The  petition  of  Susan  E. 
Alger,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  for  a 
pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  T.  W.  Wellington  and 
others,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  for  repeal 
of  the  tax  on  savings  banks. 

By  Mr.  KELLE  Y :  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Emma  M.  Moore,  for  interest  on  a  dilatory 
claim. 

By  Mr.  KELLOGG:  A  petition  of  the 
Waterbury  Savings  Bank  and  of  several  New 
Haven  savings  banks,  for  relief  from  taxation. 

By  Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri :  The 
petition  of  John  R.  WoodsidCr  of  Tbomasville, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  asking  to  be  relieved 
from  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  St.  Francis 
county,  in  tne  State  of  Missouri,  asking  that  the 
children  of  John  G.  Harris,  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  the  rebellion,  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion-roll. 

By  Mr.  MITCHELL:  The  petition  of  Dr. 
James  Crugour,  praying  for  a  law  to  allow  him 
arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  MOORE :  The  petition  of  Isabel 
Moran,  asking  for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  NEGLEY :  The  memorial  of  Charies 
Lanman,  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia, 
asking  compensation  for  his  copyright. 

By  Mr.  NIBLACK:  The  memorial  of  J.  A. 
Lemke  and  48  others,  praying  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  law  of  February  28,  1871,  con- 
cerning vessels  propelled  by  steam. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  Carey,  guard- 
ian of  the  minor  children  of  Kenneth  D.  Uowe, 
deceased,  late  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers,  praying 
for  a  pension  to  such  minor  children. 

By  Mr.  PLATT :  A  petition  of  freedmen 
of  Clay  county,  Kentucky,  for  aid  in  estab- 
lishing schools. 

By  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania :  A  peti- 
tion of  over  seven  hundred  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  change  in  the  law 
granting  bounty  land  to  soldiers  so  that  actual 
settlement  thereon  shall  not  be  required. 

By  Mr.  WALDRON :  The  petition  of  J. 
G.  McBride  k  Co.,  of  Monroe,  Michigan,  for 
the  abolition  of  duty  on  licorice. 

By  Mr.  WfllTTflORNE:  A  petition  of 
the  printers  and  stationers  of  Clarksville,  Ten- 
nessee, protesting  against  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  envelopes  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. 

By  Mr.  YOUNG :  A  memorial  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  petitioning  Congress 
to  make  Atlanta  a  port  of  entry,  ana  also  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  cus- 
tom-house and  other  public  buildings. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  December  19,  1871. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
MAK,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MBUORIALS. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  present  the  memorial 
of  Harlow  J.  Phelps.  The  memorialist  repre- 
sents that  in  1864  Congress  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  freasary,  with 
the  approval  of  the  President,  to  appoint  agents 
to  bay  cotton  for  the  Government  in  the  south- 
ern States;  that  such  agents  were  authorized 
to  pay  three  fourths  of  the  value  of  the  cotton 
in  New  York  at  the  date  of  the  purchase,  or, 
in  other  words,  the  owner  of  the  cotton  was 
required  to  pay  the  Government  a  bonus  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  for  the  pri?ilege  of  ship- 
ping his  cotton  from  a  disloyal  to  a  loyal  State. 
The  same  law  conferred  authority  upon  the 
President,  in  his  discretion,  to  abolish  this 
restriction  on  trade.    In  pursuance  of  this 


authority  the  President  issued  a  proclamation 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1865,  abolishing  trade 
restrictions  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
the  agents  were  instructed  to  close  up  their 
offices  at  once ;  but  the  agent  at  Nev7  Orleans, 
the  memorialist  alleges,  disregarding  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  and  the  instructions  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  compelled  the 
memorialist,  who  was  doing  business  in  New 
Orieans,  to  pay  $41,974  80  as  Government  tax 
on  cotton  in  warehouse  at  that  place,  which 
was  paid  under  protest,  and  application  made  i 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  refund-  ? 
ing  of  the  money  thus  exacted.  The  memo- 
rialist further  alleges  that  the  law  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department  pronounced  judgment  in 
his  favor,  but  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  refunding  of  the 
amount  claimed.  He  therefore  prays  for  such 
relief  as  may  be  just  and  lawful  in  the  premises. 

I  move  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT  presented  the  petition  of 
Comtnodore  James  M.  Watson,  praying,  as  a 
measure  of  relief,  that  he  be  placed  on  the 
retired  list  of  commodores ;  whicn  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard H.  Garrett,  of  Caroline  county,  Virginia, 
praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  bam 
and  other  property  by  United  States  troops 
while  in  the  act  of  capturing  J.  Wilkes  Booth 
and  D.  C.  Harold ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  tfaine,  publishers,  stationers,  A;c.,. 
praying  that  the  sale  of  stamped  envelopes  by 
the  Government  be  discontinued ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPBBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  Rtv.  H.  V.  Brown, 

gastor  and  trustee  of  the  St.  Peter  and  8C  Paorn 
atholio  church,  at  Chattanooga.  Tenneaaee,  prayiof 
oompensation  for  the  destrootion  of  their  ehnron 
bailding.in  1863,  by  the  United  States  Armj.  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Cob- 
mittee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPENCER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Mrs.  Margaretta  Becker,  widow  of 
Leopold  Becker,  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition 
and  papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

D.  B.  ALLKN  AND  OOMPANT. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  349)  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  D.  B.  Allen  k  Co., 
for  services  in  carrying  the  United  States  mails, 
to  report  it  back  without  amendment ;  and  I 
ask  tne  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  put  the 
bill  upon  its  passage  now.  It  has  three  times 
passed  the  Senate,  and  if  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  is  very  brief,  is  read,  I  think  the 
bill  will  pass  now,  as  it  always  has  heretofore, 
without  objection.  I  desire  to  state  that  the 
bill  appropriates  the  precise  sum  that  the  Post- 
master General  finds  to  be  due  to  these  parties, 
the  sum  that  he  would  pay  them  if  he  had  the 
money  to  do  so.  It  should  rather  be  an  item, 
perhaps,  in  a  deficiency  bill,  than  the  subject 
of  a  special  bill ;  bat  the  same  bill  has  already 
passed  the  Senate  three  times.  Let  the  report 
of  the  committee  foe  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  biU  will  be 
read  and  then  the  report  of  the  committee, 
after  which  the  Chair  will  ask  for  objections  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  if  there  be  any. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill.  It  proposes 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $21,643  for  the  pay- 
ment of  D.  B.  Allen  k  Co.,  for  carrying  the 
United  States  mails  between  New  York  and  San 
Francisco  in  1864  and  1865,  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  overland  mail  service  on  the  over- 
land route ;  which  is  to  be  in  Ml  payment  for 
the  service. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  of 
the  committee  will  now  be  read. 
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The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  D.  B.  Allen  k 
Co..  representiog  the  Atlantic  Steamship  and  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Companies,  for  cumpensation 
for  carryinff  the  United  States  mails  during  the  sun- 
Mnaion  of  the  overland  mail  service  in  1861  and  1865, 
Seg  leave  to  report: 

The  suspension  of  the  overland  mail  service,  by 
reason  of  Indian  hostilities  on  tbo  plains,  took  place 
in  1864;  that  the  amount  paid  for  said  service  anno- 
ally  wa«  $340^000.  while  $160,000  annually  was  paid  to 
•aid  steamship  companies  for  carrying  printed  mat- 
ter and  such  letters  as  might  be  marked  to  be  spe- 
eially  sent  that  way. 

When  the  suspension  occurred,  leaving  the  entire 
Pacific  slope  without  mails,  the  Postmaster  General 
applied  to  said  steamship  companies  to  carry  the 
entire  mails  daring  the  interruption  of  the  overland 
route.  The  companies  cheerfully  complied,  and  for 
a  period  of  about  four  months  all  mails  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Pacific  were  safely  and  expeditiously 
transported  by  them.  For  this  service  oompensation 
u  claimed. 

The  matter  has  been  submitted  to  the  Postmaster 
Qoneral,  who  reports  that  there  is  justly  due  D.  B. 
Allen  k  Co.  the  sum  of  $21,543,  in  strict  conformity 
to  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

Tour  committee  believe  that  said  parties  are  justly 
entitled  to  a  much  larger  sum.  but  that  sum  having 
been  stated  by  the  Postmaster  General  as  due,  and 
as  the  parties  mentioned  prefer  to  take  that  sum 
rather  than  to  provoke  controversy  and  incur  delay, 
will  accept  the  sum  in  full  discharge  of  their  claim, 
report  a  bill  for  said  sum.  This  claim  would  have 
been  paid  at  the  time  the  services  were  rendered  if 
the  Department  had  been  in  possession  of  funds  with 
which  to  pay  the  same.  A  Dill  passed  the  Senate 
daring  the  last  Congress  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  lorry  to  disoblige 
mj  friend  from  Maine,  bnt  it  will  not  injure 
these  people  very  much  to  let  the  bill  go  over 
until  to-morrow,  and  I  should  like  to  look  at 
the  papers.    I  dare  say  it  is  all  right. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

PUBLIC  BIHLDINQ  AT  CHICAGO. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  am  directed 
bjr  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  to  ask  for  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  No.  459.  I  think  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tioD,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  cause  no  extended 
discussion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois who  usually  sits  nearest  me  [Mr.  Trum- 
bull] is  not  in  his  seat  I  understand  that 
there  is  an  objection  to  be  made  to  one  pro- 
vision of  that  bilL 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  reme- 
died, I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
by  an  amendment  which  I  shall  offer. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Both  the  Senators  from 
Illinois  are  here. 

Mr.  MORRILL,,  of  Vermont.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  has  already  con- 
sidered the  subject,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have 
it  disposed  of. 

Mr.  C0NKLIN6.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  he  let  the  bill  lie  until  we  get  through  the 
morning  business. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  it 
will  not  take  a  minnte  to  pass  it.  I  believe  it 
will  give  rise  to  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  will  be  considered  as  reserving  the 
right  to  object. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Very  well. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
469)  for  the  construction  of  a  public  building 
at  Chicago,  Illinois.  It  is  a  direction  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase,  at  pri- 
Tate  sale  or  bycondemnation|  in  pursuance  of 
the  statute  of  the  State  of  Ilhnois,  the  remain- 
der of  the  square  of  ground  not  now  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  on  which  the  custom- 
house and  post  office  building,  lately  destroyed 
by  fire  in  the  ciiy  of  Chicago,  was  situated,  if 
tbe  same  can  be  obtained  either  by  private 
purchase  or  condemnation  at  what,  in  his 
jodgment,  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  price  \  but 
if  not,  then  it  sbidlbe  his  duty  to  purchase,  in 
one  of  the  ways  aforesaid,  some  other  square 
of  ground  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  not  more 
tlum  two  squares  distant  from  the  square 


on  which  the  building  destroyed  by  fire  was 
located,  and  to  cause  to  be  erected  on  the  square 
purchased  a  fire-proof  building  suitable  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  custom-house,  sub- 
Treasury,  post  office.  United  States  courts,  pen- 
sion and  internal  revenue  offices.  For  this 
purpose  there  is  appropriated  the  sum  of 
$2,000,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
is  to  cause  proper  plans  and  estimates  to  be 
made,  so  that  no  expenditure  shall  be  made  or 
authorized  for  the  full  completion  of  the  build- 
ing, including  the  cost  of  the  site,  exceeding 
$4,000,000.  Before  any  money  is  expended  on 
the  construction  of  the  building  the  plan  of 
the  same  is  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  the 
Attorney  General.  No  money  appropriated  by 
the  bill  is  to  be  used  or  applied  for  the  purpose 
until  a  valid  title  to  the  land  for  the  site  of  the 
building  shall  be  vested  in  the  United  States, 
and  until  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  cede  its 
jurisdiction  over  the  site  and  shall  also  duly 
release  and  relinquish  to  the  United  States  the 
right  to  tax  or  in  any  way  assess  the  site,  or 
the  property  of  the  United  States  that  may  be 
thereon,  during  the  time  that  the  United  States 
shall  be  or  remain  the  owner  thereof. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  will  be 
seen  that  this  is  a  building  to  accommodate 
the  post  office,  the  United  States  courts,  the 
pension  and  internal  revenue  offices,  the  sub- 
Treasury,  and  the  custom-house;  The  com- 
mittee have  taken  pains  to  examine,  and  have 
ascertained  that  the  ground  will  probably  cost 
$1,000,000,  and  that  a  building  such  as  will 
be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  all 
these  offices  cannot  be  put  up  in  a  fire-proof 
manner  for  a  less  sum. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  ambiguity,  an  amend* 
ment  is  proposed  in  line  eleven,  anerthe  word 
**  price,"  to  insert  the  words  **  for  the  ground,'' 
and  after  the  word  '*  aforesaid, 'Mn  line  twelve, 
to  insert  ''one  of  the  twenty-four  squares  of 
ground  nearest  to  and  immediately  surround- 
ing;" striking  out  after  the  Word  ^'aforesaid" 
all  down  to  and  including  the  words  ''distant 
from,"  in  line  fourteen;  so  that  the  bill  will 
read : 

But  if  rot,  then  it  shall  be  hit  dutj  to  purchase, 
in  one  of  the  ways  aforesaid,  one  of  the  twentv-foar 
squares  of  ground  nearest  to  and  immediately 
surrounding  the  square  on  which  said  building 
destroyed  by  fire  was  located. 

I  will  merely  say  that  wearedoin^  bo  more 
that  we  ought  to  do  forthecity  of  Chicago,  and 
it  will  be  very  graceful  for  us  to  pass  Uie  bill 
promptly,  so  that  whatever  moneys  can  be 
properly  expended  at  once  may  be  made  avail- 
able. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  riffht  to  ob- 
ject  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  it  it  should 
give  rise  to  debate,  was  reserved  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  do  not  desire  to  ob- 
ject, nor  do  I  object,  nor  do  I  know  that  I 
am  opposed  to  this  proposition.  It  is,  how- 
ever, a  pretty  large  sutn  of  money  which  is 
proposea  to  be  appropriated  for  such  a  pur- 
^se  as  this.  I  should  like  to  have  the  sub- 
ject thoroughly  investigated  by  the  commit- 
tee before  we  vote  so  large  a  sum.  For  the 
Government  building  in  the  city  of  Detroit 
$110,000  was  appropriated,  which  at  that 
time  was  deemed  sufficient;  perhaps  the 
building  is  not  large  enough  now ;  but  I  should 
consider  an  appropriation  of  $4,000,000  very 
extravagant  for  Detroit,  and,  in  fact,  for 
almost  any  city  in  the  Union. 
S^ertainly  I  am  disposed  to  do  as  much  as 
any  other  individual  here  for  Chicago ;  I  do 
not  knowtbat  I  shallnot  fiivor  this  four- million 
appropriation ;  but  it  looks  to  me  to  be  a  very 
large  one  for  the  purpose.  In  no  other  city  in 
the  West  has  the  Government  expended  even 


80  much  as  one  million  on  a  building  for  these 
purposes.  I  think  no  one  has  had  so  much  as 
half  a  million  expended.  I  should  really  like 
to  have  this  matter  verv  thoroughly  investi- 
gated bjr  the  committee  before  the  passage  of 
the  bill  is  recommended.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  s]rmpathy  we  all  feel  for  the  people  of  Chi- 
cago in  their  suffering  and  distress.  Our  com- 
mittee no  doubt  feel  the  same  sympathy ;  we 
are,  of  course,  all  disposed  to  do  anything  that 
is  liberal  for  Chicago  ;  bift  really  this  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  very  large  sum. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly a  liberal  sum,  and  it  is  intended  to  put  up 
a  first-class  building ;  but  it  will  be  observed 
by  those  who  are  conversant  with  the  business 
that  the  money-order  business  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  requires  a  large  amount  Of 
additional  room,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  city 
in  the  West  that  requires  a  larger  amount  of 
room  for  that  purpose  than  the  city  of  Chicago. 
They  have  also  recently  obtained  the  right  to 
have  goods  transported  from  the  Atlantic  to 
Chicago,  as  well  as  other  interior  cities,  and 
to  pay  the  duties  at  Chicago  and  those  cities 
instead  of  at  the  port  where  they  first  arrived. 
That  will,  of  necessity,  compel  them  to  have 
more  room  than  they  have  heretofore  had  for 
their  custom-house.  But  this  building  is  also 
to  furnish  the  requisite  accommodations  for 
the  United  States  courts,  for  the  pension 
office,  internal  revenue  and  sub-Treasury 
offices,  as  well  as  the  custom-house  and  post 
office.  Upon  examination  of  the  subject  at 
the  Treasury  Deiwrtment  they  desired,  I  may 
say,  to  have  a  million  more  than  is  proposed 
to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill;  but  it  was 
finally  determined  that  the  square  could  be 
occupied,  and  occupied  by  a  proper  fire- proof 
building,  for  the  sum  of  $4,000,000,  of  which 
probabfy  not  less  than  $1,000,000  will  be 
necessary  for  the  additional  ground  that  will 
be  required. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  should  like 
to  inquire  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  whether 
this  bill  contemplates  the  erection  of  this  build- 
ing upon  the  old  site,  or  the  acquisition  of  a 
new  one? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  contem- 
plates the  construction  of  the  building  upon 
the  old  site,  provided  that  ground  can  be  ob- 
tained at  a  reasonable  price ;  but  if  there  should 
be  any  combination  by  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  should  think  an  exorbitant  price 
was  demanded, power  is  given  to  take  any  one 
of  the  twenty-four  squares  immediately  sur- 
rounding and  ad(joining  the  old  site. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  So  that  the  fair 
probability  is  that  unless  prevented  by  some 
such  circumstance  as  that  it  will  be  upon  the 
old  site? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Unquestion- 
ably. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  b  the  intention, 
that  it  shall  be. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  make  this  in* 
quiry  because  it  has  been  represented  to  me 
that  unless  it  should  be  so  constructed  it  might 
operate  very  great  injustice  to  certain  interests 
there. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  desire  to  inter- 
fere offensively  with  a  measure  which  is  so 
thoroughly  local  as  this  in  Illinois,  and  about 
which  the  Senators  from  that  State  are  un- 
doubtedly fully  informed,  but  I  have  many 
acouaintances  and  friends  living  in  Chicago, 
ana  I  have  received  letters  from  several  of 
them  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  claimed  by  them 
that  a  move  is  on  foot  to  change  the  location 
of  that  building,  which  it  is  thoufi;bt  would  be 
a  great  hardship,  a  great  wrong ;  and  I  think  so, 
too.  Now,  as  I  understand  this  bill,  it  is  left 
entirely  to  the  discretion  of  some  Government 
official  whether  the  building  shall  be  located 
upon  the  old  site  or  upon  any  one  of  the 
twenty-fonr  surrounding  blocks.  I  am  in- 
formed—I do  not  know  how  the  fact  is — that 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois  have  authorized  the 
1  condemnation  of  any  land  in  that  city  for  th0 
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purposd  of  a  post  o^ee.  If  so,  the  oondemna- 
tioD  of  the  remainiog  portion  of  this  square 
caq  he  effected  just  as  well  as  the  coudemna- 
tion  of  any  other  square  in  the  oity,  and  it 
would  seem  to  me,  if  that  is  so,  and  there  is 
DO  difficulty  in  that  direction^  that  the  bill 
ought  to  provide  that  this  building  shall  be 
located  upon  that  square,  and  if  the  property 
cannot  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  price  by 
purchase,  that  it  shall  be  condemned. 

Mr.  TttUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
cousin  is  quite  right  in  supposing  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city  of  Chicago  desire  the  new  build- 
ing to  be  located  upon  the  same  square  where 
the  old  one  was.  I  have  had  many  letters 
and  telegrams  in  reference  to  that  subject.  It 
is  the  intention  of  all  of  us  that  it  shall  be 
lot^ated  on  the  present  square.  This  provision 
allowing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  take 
any  one  of  twenty- four  squares  in  a  certain 
contingency  is  inserted  in  the  bill  for  the 
safely  of  the  Government,  nothing  else  in  the 
world— to  prevent  a  combination  of  the  prop* 
erty  owners  upon  this  particular  square  from 
exacting  an  unreasonable  price.  The  State 
of  Illinois  has  provided,  as  I  understand  by 
the  papers,  for  condemning  this  property.  This 
bill  requires  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  to 
buy  the  present  square  if  he  can  do  so  at  pri- 
vate purchase.  Ii  he  cannot,  it  re(]^uires  him 
to  condemn  it  under  the  law  of  lUiuois ;  but 
we  were  apprehensive,  the  amount  being  so 
larg[e,  that  even  in  the  condemnation  juries 
might  be  tampered  with,  and  a  very  unreason- 
able price  put  upon  the  lots ;  and  we  did  not 
like,  while  legislating  for  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  well  as  for  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, to  compel  the  Secretary  to  take  it  if,  after 
all,  the  condemnation  was  an  unreasonable 
one  in  his  judgment.  The  language  is  that  if 
the  price  is  fair  and  reasonable  be  is  compelled 
to  take  the  present  square ;  if  it  is  an  unrea- 
sonable one,  the  Government  shall  not  be 
absolutely  bound  to  take  it.  If,  however.  Con- 
gress think  it  is  best  to  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  that  hazard,  of  course  we  in  Illi- 
nois shall  not  object  to  it ;  but  this  clause  is 
put  in  simply  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an 
imposition  upon  the  Government. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  there  any  statute  in 
Illinois  which  authorizes  a  condemnation  for 
this  purpose? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understand  the  Legis* 
latnre  at  its  present  session,  it  being  now  in 
session,  has  passed  such  an  act.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  requested  the  Governor 
to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  I  see  by  the  papers  that  it  has  been 
done,  and  I  understana,  though  I  have  not 
seen  the  act,  that  provision  is  made  for  con- 
demnation under  our  State  law.  This  bill 
provides  that  the  property  shall  be  condemned 
under  the  statute  oi  Illinois,  assuming  that 
such  a  one  has  been  passed,  as  I  understand 
by  the  papers  is  the  fact.  That  was  what  was 
done,  I  helieve,  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  post  office  at  Boston ;  and  it  has 
been  done  before  in  other  cases.  The  inten- 
tion, I  will  state  again  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  as  I  sit  down,  is  that  the  location 
shall  be  upon  the  present  ground. 

Mr.  CAHPENTEH.  If  the  bill  provides— 
I  did  not  so  understand  it — that  the  Secretary 
shall  proceed  to  condemn  this  block  before 
going  to  the  others 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    That  is  the  language. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Then  that  is  so  far 
in  the  interest  of  the  point  1  make. 

There  is  one  other  objection  that  I  have  to 
the  bill  which  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  and  to 
the  Senate.  I  do  not  like  these  proceedings 
on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  condemn 
property  for  its  public  use  by  the  aid  and 
instrumentality  of  State  legislation,  and  I  do 
not  like  to  set  a  precedent  by  which  we  seem 
to  admit  that  we  cannot  condemn  land  our- 
selves for  a  public  purpose  of  the  Government 
ofthe  United  States. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    The  Senator  ia  aware 


that  that  wad  done  in  the  condemnation  of 
property  in  Boston  for  the  post  office  there. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  was  a  bad  pre- 
cedent,  which  I  would  not  have  the  Govern- 
ment follow, 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  Chicago 
has  suffered  so  dreadfullv  that  I  think  the  Sen* 
ator  from  Michigan,  and  every  other  member 
of  the  Senate,  if  any  error  were  committed  as 
to  the  question  of  amount,  would  rather  be 
liberal  than  to  fall  below  the  requirement  of 
the  case;  and  certainly  I  have  no  purpose  to 
interpose  any  objection  to  the  doing  of  all  that 
may  be  necessary,  and  doing  it  with«  hand  of 
great  liberality.  I  have  received,  however, 
letters  and  information  upon  this  sul^'eot  which 
I  think  I  ought  to  bring  briefly  to  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  in  order  to  discharge  my  duty ; 
and  the  point  to  which  the  letters  that  I  refer 
to  relate  is  that  in  nart  sugj^ested  by  my  hon^ 
orable  friend  from  \Visconsin. 

I  have  now  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tleman whom  X  know  very  well,  a  very  promi- 
nent member  of  the  community  in  Chicago  ; 
and  it  is  said  that  an  apprehension  prevails 
there  that  under  this  bill  as  it  will  stand  if  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  are  adopted — because  I  have  taken 
pains  to  go  and  see  that  they  in  no  way  correct 
the  liabilities  to  evil  here  pointed  out — in  lieu 
of  a  location  upon  the  square,  a  part  of  which 
belongs  now  to  the  Government,  and  the  sittt-> 
ation  of  whieh,  it  seems  to  be  very  generally 
agreed,  is  the  most  convenient  one,  such  results 
may  take  place  as  will  not  onl^  transfer  the 
building  to  another  site,  but  do  it  for  reasons 
and  with  consequences  which  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

It  is  said  that  west  of  Clark  street,  which  I 
understand  to  be  removed  only  half  a  block, 
perhaps,  from  the  post  office,  speculation  in 
real  estate  and  lots  has  set  in,  and  that  pur- 
chases have  been  made  and  conditional  pur- 
chases have  been  made  with  a  view  to  control 
the  property  there,  and  with  the  eipectation 
that,  this  building  being  moved  from  thepresent 
site  and  going  in  that  direction,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  speculate  upon  the  Government  will 
thus  be  created. 

It  is  said  also  in  this  letter  "  that  four  fiflhs 
ofthe  owners  of  the  block  upon  which  the  old 
site  is  located  have  agreed  in  writing  to  sell  to 
the  Government  at  fair  prices,  to  be  fixed  by 
disinterested  parties  if  it  cannot  be  agreed 
upon.  The  remaining  fifth  is  understood  to 
be  owned  by  an  estate,  and  is  therefore  not  in- 
cluded in  the  proposition ;  but  it  can  be  con- 
demned under  the  law  recently  passed  by  our 
State  Legislature,"  and  then  follow  reasons 
showing  the  importance  of  retaining  the  site 
where  it  is.  I  am  not  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  this  is  a 
matter  local  in  another  State.  I  do  not  feel 
called  upon  to  suggest,  indeed  I  sht>uld  fear 
that  I  might  be  deemea  intruding  if  I  were  to 
suggest  any  provisions  in  the  bill  calculated 
effectually  to  provide  against  the  contingency 
sujTgestea  by  this  bill,  and  by  other  communi* 
cations  which  I  have  received — I  submit,  how- 
ever, with  great  deference  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont,  that  if  it  be  true  that 
four  tiilhs  of  the  owners  of  this  square  have 
agreed  in  writing,  or  have  agreed  at  all,  that 
they  will  submit  to  disinterested  parties  the 
question  of  the  value  of  their  rights,  it  is  the 
appropriate  foundation  of  something  stronger 
than  the  alternative  presented  in  the  bill. 

Now,  the  provision,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
that  if  the  residue  of  this  square  can  be  ob- 
tained moderately,  either  by  private  purchase 
or  by  condemnation,  then  the  building  is  to  be 
erected  there ;  and  if  it  cannot  be,  otherwise. 
I  do  not  quite  understand  how  proceedings  can 
be  had  to  condemn  this  property  and  any  mode 
at  the  same  time  resorted  to  to  ascertain  in  ad- 
vance, or  to  ascertain  at  all  without  the  actual 
condemnation,  whether  by  reason  of  tamper- 
ing with  juries,  as  was  suggested,  or  in  any  other 
way,  an  extoriioiiate  price  may  be  pat  apon  it. 


But  without  going  into  that,  myparpose  was 
to  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont  that 
if  it  ne  true  that  the  building  should  stand 
wher<»it  was,  and  if  it  also  be  true  that  a  large 
part  of  the  square  belongs  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  owners  of  four  fifths  ofthe 
residue  have  agreed  in  writing  either  to  sell 
it  at  a  price  agreed  npon,  or,  if  there  is  any  dif- 
ference about  that,  to  leave  it  to  an  impartial 
umpire  to  fix  the  value  ofthe  property,  then  it 
might  be  safer  to  aim  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
at  an  erection  upon  that  site ;  because  Uien  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  facts  would  be  so  strong 
that  it  would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  com- 
mit an  option  to  anybody  to  place  it  elsewhere, 
when  there  is  the  disquiet  that  there  seems  to 
be  in  regard  to  it. 

As  1  said,  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
this  bill.  I  simplv  wish  to  discharge  a  duty 
which  I  feel  bouna  to  dischargCt  having  heard 
this  from  gentlemen  whom  I  know,  and  there 
being  in  Chicago  very  many  residents  who  were 
once  residents  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
who  in  that  way,  I  suppose,  came  to  write  to 
me,  among  many  others,  lu  regard  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  to  suggest  to 
my  friend  from  Vermont  that  he  let  ns  get 
through  the  morning  business,  and  we  can  t^e 
up  this  afterward.  Evidently  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  go  through  the  morning  business  if  we 
continue  this  debate.  I  suggest  to  him  that 
he  let  us  go  through  the  morning  business,  and 
afterward  we  can  take  up  this  question. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  there  be 
a  general  understanding  that  this  shall  come 
up  after  the  morning  business  I  shall  not,  of 
eonrse,  object. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  would  not  have  that 
understanding,  because  there  are  other  things 
to  come  up.  We  can  take  this  up  whenever 
it  is  convenient  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  do  not 
think  it  will  take  much  time;  If  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  wishes  to  speak— 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  No,  I  have  not  a  word 
to  say. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  merely 
wish  to  say  in  reference  to  the  point  suggested 
by  the  Senator  firom  New  Yonc  that  there  is 
no  purpose  on  the  part  ofthe  Secretary  ofthe 
Treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Govern 
ment,  to  remove  the  building  from  its  present 
site,  and  I  think  that  the  provision  here  sug- 
gested is  a  provision  such  as  the  Senator  from 
New  York  is  very  much  in  the  habit  of  insert- 
ing in  such  bills,  to  give  the  Government  con- 
trol of  the  subject  in  order  that  they  may  not 
be  circumvented  by  any  combination  by  which 
to  obtain  more  than  ought  to  be  paid  for  this 
land.  I  take  it  there  is  no  purpose  either  at 
Chicago  or  here  to  change  the  site,  and  any 
fair- minded  man  will  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion on  that  point  as  the  Senator  from  New 
York.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  will  reach  the  same  oonclosion. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  de- 
sires to  state,  in  response  to  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  that  this  happening  to  be  one  of  the 
days  when  there  is  no  special  order,  and  when 
there  is  no  unfinished  busin^B»— for  the  nootion 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  a  resolu- 
tion which  was  made  last  night  fell  with 
yesterday's  session — the  morning  business  will 
continue  all  day  unless  sooner  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  In  answer  to  what  has  been 
said  by  t^e  Senator  ft'om  New  York  I  have 
but  a  word  to  say. 

This  bill  was  prepared  afler  a  conference  be- 
tween a  portion  of  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  Illinois  and  my  col- 
league and  myself,  and  the  reason  for  putting 
in  uiis  provision  was  what  has  been  stated  by 
my  colleague.  I  believe  there  is  no  Represent* 
atlve  or  Senator  from  Illinois  who  does  not  wieh 
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Uie  bnildiDg  to  be  erected  on  the  same  grcmnd 
upon  which  the  former  building  stood.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  desire  of  the  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, and  certainly  it  is  the  desire  of  our- 
selves ;  but  it  was  thought  best  by  those  who 
were  in  consultation  to  put  in  this  provision  for 
the  reason  given  bjmv  colleague,  that  combine 
ations  might  be  maae  with  reference  to  the 
property  there  of  such  a  character  as  to  require 
an  extravagant  price  to  be  paid  for  it.  I 
believe  the  property  can  be  purchased  at  a  rea- 
sonable price.  What  I  mean  by  a  reaeonable 
price  is  a  reasonable  price  for  property  in  that 
locality  in  Chicago. 

I  am  pretty  well  satisfied,  however,  that  it 
cannot  be  purchased  at  such  a  price  as  I  have 
heard  it  suggested  by  some  persons  oaght  to 
be  paid  for  it.  Property  in  that  locality  has 
always  been  held  at  a  tolerably  fair  price. 
Hence  I  presume  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas-* 
nry,  under  the  circumstances,  would  not  be 
unwilling  to  give  that  which  was  considered  a 
fkir  price  by  persons  who  knew  something  of 
the  value  of  property  in  that  vicinity.  Believ- 
ing that,  we  thought  it  was  best  to  put  in  this 
provision,  so  that  if  extravagant  orices  were 
demanded  of  the  (Government  the  secretary  of 
the  Treasury  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
saying  to  these  people  thi^t  if  they  will  not 
Qeli  to  the  Government  at  such  {)rice8  as  the 
property  would  be  sold  for  to  citizens  there 
then  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  select- 
ing a  site  somewhere  else  within  a  limited 
area  of  twenty-four  blocks. 

I  believe  that  it  is  well  enough  to  give  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  this  option,  with  no 
view,  however,  that  he  will  change  the  loca- 

'  tion  of  the  building.  I  believe  that  to  change 
the  location  of  the  public  buildings  of  the 
United  States  in  Chicago  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  many  persons  there  who  have 
invested  large  sums  of  money.  I  think  it  would 
be  very  wrong.  The  buildings  around  the  pub- 
lic property  in  Chicago  were  on  a  very  erand 
scale.  They  were  very  expensive  builaings. 
Those  people  who  invested  largely  there,  drawn 

\there,  1  know  not  why,  but  perhaps  on  account 
of  the  location  of  the  public  offices,  put  up 
'bujldings  which  were  occupied  for  offices  and 
rented  at  high  prices,  so  that  they  were  very 
profitable  to  the  owners;  and  to  change  the 
location  now,  in  my  judgment  wonld  be  very 
detrimental  to  their  interests ;  wonld  be  such 
a  wrong  as  ought  not  to  be  perpetrated  by  either 
Congress  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  As 
I  said,  having  this  confidence  in  the  Secretary 
that  he  would  locate  it  there,  provided  a  fair 
compensation  should  be  placed  upon  the  prop* 
erty,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  put  in  this  bill 
the  clause  spoken  of,  so  that  he  might  have 
the  opportunity  of  saying  **If  you  will  not  let 
the  Government  have  the  ground  at  such  a 
price  as  you  would  sell  it  to  individuals  for,  the 
Government  will  go  elsewhere."  That  is  all 
the  reason  there  was  for  it.  There  was  no 
desire  on  the  part  of  any  of  us  that  a  chan^ 
should  be  maae.  If  I  believed  that  under  this 
bill  there  ilras  any  probability  whatever  of  a 
chanq^  of  location,  X  should  vote  against  the 
bill  myself,  because  I  know  that  the  wish  of 
the  citizens  of  Chicago  is  to  have  the  location 
where  it  has  been  heretofore.  I  have  stated 
the  reason  why  the  bill  was  drawn  as  it  is. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Allow  me  to  inquire  of 
the  Senator  whether  he  understands  it  to  be  a 
£sct  that  four  fifths  of  the  persons  owning  the 
residue  of  the  square  have  agreed,  and  in 
writing,  as  the  statement  is,  to  sell  it  at  a  fair 
price,  or,  if  there  is  a  ^ilure  to  agree,  to  refer 
it  to  impartial  third  persons  to  fix  the  price? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  understanding,  as 
fiur  as  that  is  concerned,  from  any  one  except 
one  person.  There  is  a  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Lombard  who  owns  a  large  amount 
of  property  in  that  block,  from  whom  I  under- 
stood, before  I  left  Chic^o,  that  he  would  sell 
to  the  Government  at  a  fair  and  reasonable 
price.  I  have  heard  also  that  others  would ; 
pot  I  hav«  no  knowledge  on  that  point.    The  II 


presumption,  however,  in  my  mind  is  that  they 
will  all  take  a  fair  price.  I  believe  so ;  at  least 
I  hope  so. 

As  far  as  any  of  this  property  belongs  to  an 
estaCe,  I  only  know  the  fact  that  there  is  a  por- 
tion of  it  which  belongs  to  an  estate,  but  what 
estate,  or  what  amount  of  the  property,  I  do 
not  know.  That,  of  course,  will  have  to  be  the 
subject  of  condemnation.  The  residue  can  be 
taken  by  contract  between  the  Government 
and  the  parties  owning  it,  provided  the  con- 
tract is  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  bylaw. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  first  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  which  will 
be  again  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  which 
was  in  line  eleven,  after  the  word  ''price,''  to 
insert  the  words  ''for  the  ground;''  so  as  to 
read: 

If  the  same   can  be  obtained  either  by  private 

Snrohase  or  condemnation  at  what,  in  his  judgment, 
I  a  lair  and  reasonable  prioe  for  the  gronnd. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  next  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont. 

The  Chief  Clebk.  The  next  amendment 
is  in  Uues  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fourteen,  to 
strike  out  the  words  '*  some  other  sqnare  of 
ground  in  the  city  of  Chicago  xiot  more  than 
two  squares  distant  from,"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  "one  of  the  twenty-four  squares  of 
l^ound  nearest  to  and  immediateiy  surround- 
ing;" so  as  to  read: 

And  if  not,  then  it  shall  b^  his  daty  to  purchase, 
in  one  of  the  ways  aforesaid,  one  of  the  twenty-four 
squares  of  ground  nearest  to  and  Unmediately  sur- 
roondins  the  square  on  which  said  building  destroyed 
by  Are  was  located. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend* 
ed,  and  the  amendments  were  concnrred  ii|. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  anaendments  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

RKPORTS  OF  GOMHITTBES. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections,  declaring  Thomas  M.  Norwood  enti- 
tled to  a  seat  as  Senator  from  Georda. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  morning  business  is 
not  yet  through,  and  I  desire  to  introduce  a 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that 
although  the  matter  which  he  desires  to  call 
up  is  a  question  of  privilege  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  expressly  provide  that  the  Presiding 
Officer,  after  doing  certain  things — 

"Shall  then  call  for- 

Petitions  and  memorials; 

Reports  of  committees: 

The  introduction  of  billss 

Joint  resolutions ; 

Resolutions : 
all  of  which  shall  be  received  and  disposed  of  in  fuoh 
order,  unless  unanimous  consent  shall  be  otherwise 
given." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  ^  An  election  case  is  not  of 
so  high  privilege  as  is  the  doing  of  the  mom- 
iog  business. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  insist  upon 
calHng  itup  now,  under  those  circumstances. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Reports  of  com- 
mittees  are  still  it  order. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
851)  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Second 
Comptroller  and  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  same  committee 
direct  me  to  report  back  the  bill  (3.  No.  268) 
to  promote  the  collection  of  internal  revenue 
adversely. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  wiU  be 
regarded  as  indefinitely  postponed,  unless  there 
be  some  dissent  to  that  disposition  of  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    What  is  the  bill  T 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  tide  of  the 
bill  will  be  reported  from  the  desk. 

The  Cbibp  Clerk.  A  bill  (S.  No.  268)  to 
promote  the  collection  of  internal  revenue. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  a  bill  introduced  at 
the  last  session  to  provide  a  police  force. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
regarded  as  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Finance  to  report  back  the  bill  (S. 
No.  862)  declaratory  of  an  act  entitled  *»  An 
act  to  redace  internal  taxes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' approved  July  14, 1870,  with  an  amend- 
ment in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  accompanied 
by  a  written  report,  and  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  the  amount  of 
income  tax  probably  due  for  the  last  five 
months  of  the  year  1870,  if  that  income  tax 
be  collected.  I  move  that  the  report  and  thi$ 
letter,  with  the  bill,  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  asked,  and  by  nitanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  407)  to  punish  stock-gambling  by  pnblic 
officers,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN  asked,  andbyunanimons 
eonsent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  408)  toeetablish  a  post  route  in  Texas; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and  Post 
Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  409)  for  the  relief  of  Rear 
Admiral  Thomas  Turner ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and,  with  the  accompanying  papers 
presented  by  him^  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affi&irs. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leafe  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S«  No.  410)  appropriatinr  mon^ 
to  pay  the  unsatisfied  claims  of  the  ptate  of 
Kentucky  growing  out  of  the  late  civil  war; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OSBORN  asked^  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
411)  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  collectors 
of  customs  at  certain  ports  of  entry ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POOL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  412) 
to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VICKERS  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  418^  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  placing  of  range-lights  along  the  ship  chan- 
nel m  the  Obesa^^ake  bay  and  Patapsco  river, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  commonly  called  the 
Craighill  channel ;  whicn  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  414) 
for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Mitchell ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  refei^red  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CASSERLY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  416)  to  expedite  the  survey  of  private  land 
claims ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  move  the  reference  of 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  j  and  I  wish  to  state  for  the  inform-, 
ation  of^  the  committee  that  it  is  the  same  bill 
which  was  reported  favorably  from  that  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  this 
body,  with  some  amendments  to  oetter  effect* 
uate  the  object  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  CASSERLY  also  asked,  and  by  unan- 
imous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  416)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Valen- 
tine ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRAOIN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
417)  fixing  the  rank  of  professors  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  United  States  Navy ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Commit* 
^e  on  Naval  AflFairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  which  I  have  been  requested  to  intro- 
duce, and  I  do  so  without  expressing  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  it. 

There  being  no  obiection,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  418)  to  authorize 
clerks  of  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  deputies ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  419)  to  prevent  cruelty  to  animals  while 
in  transit  by  railroad  or  other  means  of  trans- 
portation within  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEWART  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution  (S.  R.  No.  8)  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  as  follows : 

Be  %i  retolved,  d?e,^  That  the  following  article  be 
Bubmitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
and  when  adopted  by  three  fourths  of  the  States 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shall  be  known  as  article  sixteen  of 
auien4$|ents  U^  (he  said  Ck>nstitation : 

Articlx  XVL 

Seo.  1.  There  shall  be  maintained  in  each  State 
•and  Torritorp  a  system  of  free  common  schools;  bat 
neither  the  United  States,  nor  any  State,  Territory, 
county,  or  municipal  corporation,  shall  aid  in  the 
support  of  any  sehool  wherein  the  peculiar  tenets 
of  any  religioos  denomination  are  taught. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this 
article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

The  joint  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

NOTICE  0?  A  BILL. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that 
I  shall  to-morrow,  or  some  subse<)uent  day,  in- 
troduce a  joint  resolution  proposing-an  amend- 
ment to  me  Constitution  that  no  person  who 
has  once  held  the  office  of  President  shall  hold 
the  same  a  second  time. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  an  order  which 
I  am  asked  to  send  to  the  Chair,  accompanied 
by  a  memorandum  that  no  adverse  report  has 
been  made : 

Ordered^  That  Alphens  Fobes,  United  States  pen- 
sion agent  in  Nctt  York,  have  leave  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate  his  petition  and  papers. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  asks  that  an  order  be  made  for  the 
withdrawal  of  these  papers,  stating  that  no 
adverse  report  has  been  made. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  about  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  make  an  in- 
uiry  of  the  Chair,  if  I  am  not  interrupting  my 
riend,  as  to  whether  there  is  an  order  of  Uie 
Senate  that  pikers  withdrawn  shall  be  copied 
and  copies  retained  7 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  there  is  not,  there 
ought  to  be.  There  is  such  a  rule  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Chief  Clerk.    There  is  not. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  move  to  add  to 
the  order  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
take  copies  of  the  papers  before  they  are  with- 
drawn 

■  Mr.*  CONKLING.  I  think  that  is  right. 
I  beg  to  say,  and  I  wish  the  Senator  from  Yer- 
nioni  would  attend  to  it,  that  a  memorandum 


?. 


has  been  furnished  me,  which  I  have  here,  that 
the  committee  was  simply  discharged,  making 
no  report  in  this  case.  I  know  nothing  about 
it  .myself,  but  simply  send  up  the  order  by 
request 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  desire  that  any  material 
paper  or  that  all  the  papers  be  copied  7 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    AU 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  that  order  will  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAMILTON,  of  Mary- 
land, it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Joseph 
Bos  well  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RICE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Captain 
Samuel  Houston,  praying  compensation  for  a  steam- 
boat sunk  and  destroyed  during  the  late  rebellion, 
be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

haydsm's  QEOLOOIOAL  SURYST. 

Mr.  POMEROY  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  w^  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing : 

Seeolved  fry  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representa- 
tives concurring,)  That  there  be  printed  fire  thou- 
sand five  hundred  copies  of  Professor  Hayden's  pre- 
liminary report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of 
the  United  States  geological  survey  for  the  year 
1870:  three  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  which 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  fifteen  hundred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  five  hundred  copies  for  distribution  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

GBOLOGIOAL  SUBYKY  OF  NBBBA8KA. 

Mr.  POMEROY  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing : 

Betolved  by^  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representa- 
tives concurring.)  That  there  be  printed  and  bound, 
with  plates  and  map,  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
final  report  of  the  United  States  geological  survey 
of  Nebraska:  five  hundred  copies  of  which  shall  be 
for  the  use  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
five  hundred  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  which  was  considered  by  unc^imous 
consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Whereas  the  President,  in  his  annual  message, 
expresses  the  hope**  that  all  pending  questions  with 
Spain  growing  out  of  the  affairs  of  Cuba  mav  be 
adjusted  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  conciliation  which 
has  hitherto  guided  the  two  nations  in  their  treat- 
ment of  such  questions;"  and  whereas  the  President 
announces  also,  in  his  annual  message*  that  **our 
naval  commanders  in  Cuban  waters  have  been  in- 
structed, in  case  itshonld  become  necessary,  to  spare 
no  effort  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  bona 
fide  American  citisens,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  flag:" 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  President  be  rea nested,  if 
in  his  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  what  ques- 
tions with  Spain,  growing  out  of  the  affairs  of  CTuba, 
and  not  coming  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  claims 
commission,  now  in  session,  are  at  present  pending; 
also,  the  instructions  to  our  naval  commanders  in 
Cuban  waters  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message^  and  also,  whether  any.  and  what, 
attacks  on  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citi- 
sens and  the  dignity  of  the  flag  have  occurred  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  latter  are  now  in  greater 
danger  than  before  such  instructions  were  issued. 

TOURO  HOSPITAL  IN  NSW  ORLBANB. 

Mr.  KELLOOG  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  Senate  any  information  that  may  be 
on  file  in  his  Department,  or  in- that  of  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau,  showing  whether  the  building  known 
as  the  Touro  Hospital,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
was  occupied  by  or  under  the  oontrol  of  the  United 
States  Qovemment  at  the  time  of  its  destruction, 
and  also  any  information  showing  who  was  respons- 
ible for  its  destruction. 

RIYBR  FRONTAQB  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  EELLOQG.  I  also  offer  the  following 
resolution,  and  ask  for  its  present  consider- 
ation : 

Jieeolved,  That  .the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  any  information 
on  file  in  his  Department,  or  that  he  may  be  able  to 
obtain,  showing  what  portion,  if  any.  of  the  wharf 
or  riyer  frontage  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans  is  now 


claimed  or  occupied  by  the  QoTerament ;  and  if  so, 
upon  what  ground  and  for  what  purpose  the  same  is 
so  claimed  or  occupied. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  quite  right 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
is  open  to  objection  to  its  present  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  it  had  better  Ue 
over  until  to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objecaon  being 
made,  tbe  resolution  will  lie  over. 

TBLBORAPH  8TSTSM. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  offer  the  following 
order  for  adoption,  and  I  should  like  to  make 
a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  it.  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments  to 
allow  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  us  hear  the  r^^solntion 
first. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  wiU  fir»t  be 
reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  m< .. 

as  relates  to  the  telegraph  system  of  the  United 
States  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeree. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  this  resolu- 
tion, the  Senator  from  Michigan  desiring  to 
speak  upon  it  this  morning  7  The  Chair  heart 
none,  and  it  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  in  my 
opinion  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  rela- 
tions of  this  telegraphic  system  as  now  con- 
ducted in  the  United  States  to  commerce  should 
receive  the  careful  ^attention  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  telegraphic  sys- 
tem is  an  agent  of  commerce,  if  it  is  intimately 
related  to  Uie  commerce  of  the  United  StjUes, 
then  it  is  clearly  within  congressional  juris- 
diction.    The  Constitution  says  that — 

"The  Confross  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  n«.tions,  and  among  the  several 
States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

And  again  it  provides  that — 

**  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  oarrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers." 

If  the  telegraphic  system  is  an  agent  of  com-* 
merce,  Congress  has  the  same  control  over  it 
that  it  has  over  the  collection  and  levying  of 
taxes  or  duties  on  imports.  I  have  not  the 
means  of  knowing  the  precise  relation  of  the 
telegraphic  system  to  commerce,  but  I  have 
been  informed  that  from  three  fourths  to  four 
fifths  of  the  whole  business  of  the  telegraphic 
system  is  either  directly  or  remotely  relative 
to  commercial  matters.  This  maybe  an  over- 
estimate ;  I  simply  give  it  as  an  estimate ;  but 
it  is  very  largely  used  in  the  interest  of  com- 
merce. It  has  now  become  the  almost  uni- 
versal custom  to  use  the  telegraphic  wires  in 
sending  orders  even  from  the  far  West  to  the 
East.  The  order  is  sent  to-day,  and  is  an- 
swered to-day,  and  by  the  very  shortest  route 
the  merchandise  reaches  its  place  of  destina- 
tion. 

Mr.  President,  the  whole  telegrajShic  system 
of  this  nation  to-day,  in  my  judgment,  is  vicious. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  you,  sir,  and  by  gen- 
tlemen who  were  upon  the  stage  in  active  life 
when  this  system  was  first  started,  that  numer- 
ous companies  were  organized  all  over  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  competition  was  so  dose,  so 
ruinous,  that  those  companies,  almost  without 
a  single  exception,  failed.  Finally,  in  process 
of  time,  the  new  organization  which  now  exists 
stepped  into  the  market  and  purchased  the 
shares  of  all  or  nearly  all  these  competing  lines, 
and  established  what  is  now  the  telegraphic 
system. 

But,  sir,  they  did  more  than  that.  As  thej 
purchased  these  lines  for  a  song  and  consol- 
idated them  with  their  system  they  watered 
their  stock ;  in  other  words,  where  they  pur- 
chased a  line  which  perhaps  originally  cost 
$500,000  for  a  mere  trifle,  perhaps  $50,000, 
they  would  water  their  stock  to  the  extent  of 
the  half  million  or  a  million,  and  so  they  have 
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gone  on  until  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
irhether  there  are  ten  dollars  of  water  to  one 
dollar  of  money  in  the  telegraph  system,  more 
or  less;  but  there  is  very  much  more  water 
than  money  in  the  stock  of  the  present  tele- 
graph system.  I  have  been  informed  that  there 
are  from  five  to  ten  dollars  as  much  water  as 
money  in  their  stock,  and  yet  the  commerce 
of  this  nation  is  taxed  to  pay  interest  on  that 
water.  I  do  not  object  to  paying  them  a  lib- 
eral interest  on  their  money,  bat  I  do  object 
to  paying  for  water.  The  whole  commerce  of 
this  nation  is  to-day  taxed  to  pay  interest  on 
this  water  that  flows  freely  down  our  rivers 
and  surrounds  our  soil.. 

Now,  sir.  in  the  United  States  to-dav  we 
pay  two  dollars  for  a  message  of  ten  woras  for 
about  a  thousand  miles,  or  say  eight  hundred 
miles.  In  France,  for  the  same  message,  they 
pay  one  franc,  nineteen  cents.  You  can  send 
a  message  of  ten  words  from  the  borders  of 
Belgium  to  Nice,  to  Marseilles,  or  to  any  part 
of  France,  for  one  Iranc,  or  nineteen  cents. 
In  England,  you  can  send  that  selfsame  mes- 
sage all  over  the  United  Kingdom,  from  the 
northern  part  of  Scotland  to  the  south  of  Eng- 
land, or  from  any  part  of  Ireland  to  any  part 
of  England,  for  a  shilling,  or  twenty-two  cents 
in  coin.  In  Switzerland  you  can  send  that 
same  message  all  over  Switzerland  for  half  a 
franc,  or  nine  and  a  half  cents.  Further,  sir, 
I  have  seen  it  stated  in  the  newspapers,  but  I 
cannot  say  that  it  is  correct,  that  they  send  in 
the  night-time  over  the  wires  in  England  one 
hundred  words  for  a  shilling,  and  the  second 
hundred  words  for  twopence,  or  four  cents, 
thuB  enabling  the  newspaper  press  of  England 
to  obtain  its  news  for  a  comparatively  low 
price. 

Mr.  President,  in  this  country  we  have  a 
monopoly,  perhaps  the  most  oppressive  and 
grinding  monopoly  that  exists  on  earth  at  this 
present  time,  and  that  monopoly  is  known  as 
the  Associated  Press  monopoly.  They  have 
apparentlv  the  control  of  the  wires.  They 
charge  what  they  please  for  their  news,  and 
the  press  of  the  wnole  country  must  pay  the 
price  that  they  demand,  and  if  they  deviate 
one  hair's  breadth  from  the  instructions  given 
by  that  Associated  Press  their  news  is  stopped 
and  their  papers  are  estopped.  It  is  a  most 
oppressive  monopoly,  ana,  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, the  gentlemen  of  this  Associated  Press 
fight  for  their  monopoly.  Newspapers  that 
were  worth  from  one  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  before  they  obtained  this  monopolv  are 
worth  to-day  from  one  to  three  million  dollars ; 
and  why  should  they  not  fight  for  it?  It  is  a 
close  corporation.  There  are  only  four  or  five 
or  six  members  of  it,  and  you  find  the  Associated 
Press  opposing  with  all  its  might  any  inter- 
ference of  this  Government  with  the  tele- 
graphic system.  They  are  working  for  their 
own  pockets.  They  are  working  to  retain  this 
odious  monopoly.  Sir,  adopt  the  system  that 
now  prevails  in  England,  allow  a  message  of 
one  hundred  words  in  the  night-time  to  be  sent 
for  twenty- five  cents,  as  they  do  there,  and  a 
further  hundred  words  for  four  cents,  and  every 
newspaper  in  the  United  States  will  be  enabled 
to  procure  its  own  news  and  break  down  this 
monopoly.  The  higher  the  price  commerce  is 
compt-lled  to  pay  for  this  necessary  agent  of 
commerce  the  better  for  this  Associated  Press 
monopoly. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  monopolies  of 
everv  sort,  kind,  and  description,  and  partic- 
ularly to  a  monopoly  so  oppressive  as  this 
Associated  Press  has  proved  itself  to  be.  Why, 
sir,  you  cannot  start  a  newspaper  in  any  city, 
village,  or  town  in  this  nation  without  asking 
their  consent,  *'may  I  exist,  or  may  I  not?'^ 
and  if  iheysay  '^you  may  not  exist,''  you  can- 
not exist,  for  you  cannot  publish  a  newspaper 
without  the  news,  and  they  will  not  furnish 
any  news  to  you  unless  they  see  fit.  It  is  a 
most  oppressive  monopoly. 

I  desire  that  this  monopoly  should  come  to 
an  end,  and  I  desire  that  the  telegraphic  wires 


should  be  used  by  the  people  of  this  nation  as 
they  are  used  by  the  people  of  the  other  mer- 
cantile nations  of  the  earth,  used  freely  and 
at  the  lowest  price.  I  am  opposed  to  buying 
this  telegraphic  system  and  paying  for  the 
water  that  is  in  it  I  am  willing  to  give  them 
the  value  of  their  lines ;  put  the  value,  if  you 
please,  at  their  actual  cost  in  money,  or  put  it 
at  what  they  would  actually  cost  to-day  in 
money ;  but  never  will  I  consent  to  buy  their 
water  and  pay  money  for  it,  because  we  can 
get  water  cheaper. 

I  desire  this  whole  subject  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  that  that  committee 
may  examine  into  the  commercial  relation  of 
the  telegraphic  system  to  the  business  and 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  I  desire 
to  make  the  examination  in  that  committee 
thorough,  so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
report  upon  the  system.  I  therefore  ask  for 
the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  [Mr.  Ramsey]  is  necessarily  absent 
from  his  seat  this  morning.  I  do  not  propose 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  question  at 
this  time,  but  I  suggest  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  that  this  whole  subject  is  already 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads ;  we  have  voluminous  papers 
in  relation  to  it  already  before  us ;  ana  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  hardly  appropriate 
to  press  this  resolution  to  a  vote  this  morning 
in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

1  will  make  one  single  suggestion,  however, 
in  reply  to  what  I  understand  to  be  the  basis 
of  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
for  referring  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  instead  of  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads.  If  I  understand  the 
statement  of  the  Senator  aright,  it  is  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  communication 
passing  over  the  wires  are  of  a  commercial  char- 
acter; consequently,  the  telegraphic  system 
has  a  commercial  bearing,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  considered  as  a  commercial  ques- 
tion. The  Senator  may  be  right;  but  I  think  if 
there  be  anything  in  the  argument,  it  proves 
thatthe  whole  subject  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, because  I  assume  that  the  proportion 
of  letters  transmitted  through  the  mails  relating 
to  commercial  matters  is  eoually  as  great  as 
the  proportion  of  commercial  correspondence 
which  passes  over  the  telegraph  wires.  I  think 
the  Senator  is  too  modest  iu  his  resolution. 
He  should  make  it  a  little  more  sweeping  and 
he  should  take  in  all  commercial  questions, 
and,  certainly,  all  mail  communications  are 
commercial,  if  his  argument  is  good  for  any- 
thing, because  the  letters  relate  to  commercial 
matters.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the 
matter ;  I  only  propose  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senator  that  he  let  his  resolution  lie 
over  until  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee can  be  present. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Certainly.  I  do  not 
wish  to  press  it  now ;  but  1  wish  to  say  to  my 
honorable  friend  that  there  will  be  no  collision 
between  the  Post  Office  Committee  and  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  The  Committee  on 
Commerce  merely  desired  to  examine  the  ques- 
tion so  far  as  it  related  to  the  commercial  ser- 
vice ;  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  or  shape 
with  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads,  but  to  consider  and  report  on  the  rela- 
tions of  the  system  with  commerce.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing,  however,  that  it  lie  over,  and  I 
ask  that  it  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  reso- 

tion  will  lie  over. 

UBSSAOB  FROM  THE  HOU^B. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhkrson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  resolution  (H. 
R.  No.  65)  relating  to  the  limitation  of  steam 


Sressure  on  towing  and  freight  boats  on  the 
[ississippi  river  and  its  tributaries. 

BNROLLBD  BILL  BIGNBD. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  778)  relating  to  the  limitation  of  steam 
pressure  on  towing  and  freight  boats  on  the 
Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  changed 
from  House  joint  resolution  No.  65 ;  and  it 
was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  President. 

TRBA8UBT  DBFAL0ATI0N8. 

Mr.  CORBETT  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to  : 

RtMolvtdt  That  the  Oommittee  of  In vestl ration 
and  Retrenohmentfl  ha.  and  hereby  are.  inatraoted 
to  ioquire  into  the  recent  defalcatioof  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  to  report  what,  if  an;^,  CP*^*^ 
or  oheoks  are  necessary  to  protect  the  public  Treas- 
ury ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  examine  persons  and 
papers. 

NBW  YORK  CU8TOM-UOD8B. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  I  ask  now  thatthe  Sen- 
ate take  up,  hoping  that  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it,  a  similar  resolution  that  I  offered  yes- 
terday, instructing  this  committee  to  make  a 
certam  inquiry. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Original  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senate  have  priority  ;  but  if  there 
is  no  objection,  the  Senator  from  New  York 
proposes  to  call  up  the  resolution  he  offered 
yesterday  on  a  similar  subject  to  that  just 
acted  on. 

Mr.  CONEUNQ.  I  think  there  are  no  more 
original  resolutions  to  be  offered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  ChiefClerk  read  the  resolution  submit* 
ted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cokklino,  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  has  been  declared  in  the  Senate  that 
'*  at  the  port  of  New  York  there  exists  aod  is  main- 
tained by  officers  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  the  *  general-order  business,' a  monstrous 
abuse,  fraudulent  in  character ;"  and  whereas  the 
following  statement  has  been  made  by  a  Senator: 
"  It  was  intimated  by  some  of  the  intnesses  that 
Mr.  Leet,  who  poekets  the  enormous  profits  arislnr 
from  that  business,  had  some  oonneotion  with  the 
White  House ;  but  General  Porter  was  examined, 
Mr.  Leet  himself  was  examined,  and  they  both  testi- 
fied that  it  was  not  so,  and  counting  the  number  of 
the  witnesses  we  have  no  right  to  form  a  different 
conclusion.  But  the  fact  remains  that  this  scan- 
dalous system  of  robbery  is  sustained-^  sustained 
against  the  voice  of  the  merchants  of  New  York— is 
sustained  against  thejudgment  and  the  voice  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.  I  ask  yon,  how 
is  it  sustained  T  Where  and  what  is  the  mysterious 
power  that  sustains  itT  The  conclusion  is  inevi- 
table that  it  is  a  power  stronger  than  decent  respect 
for  public  epinion,  nay,  a  power  stronger  than  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself:"  Therefore, 

lit9olvtd^  Thatthe  Committee  of  Investigation  and 
Retrenchment  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
matter  fully  and  at  large,  and  particularly  whether 
any  collusion  or  improper  connection  with  said  busi- 
ness exists  en  the  part  of  any  officer  of  the  United 
States:  and  that  said  committee  further  ioquire 
whether  any  person  holding  office  in  the  custom- 
house at  New  York  has  been  detected,  or  is  known 
or  bel  ieved  by  his  superior  officer  to  have  been  guilty 
of  bribery,  or  of  takinpr  bribes,  or  of  other  crime  or 
misdemeanor;  and  said  committee  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  resolution 
was  submitted  yesterday.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  it  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  object  7 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  do  not  object  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
division  called  for  the  question  will  be  taken 
on  the  preamble  and  resolution  together ;  but 
if  a  division  be  asked  for,  the  question  will  be 
first  on  the  resolution  and  last  on  the  pre- 
amble. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  This  question  has  been 
twice  examined  already;  first,  some  of  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  complaints  in  respect  to  the  pret* 
ent  general-order  system,  and  the  Secretary 
appomted  a  committee  of  three  gentlemen  from 
his  Department  to  investigate  those  alleged 
outrages.    After  a  full  and  Uiorough  investiga* 
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tioD,  tbey  reporte'd  in  fayor  of  retarning  to  the 
old  system  wnich  existed  previoas  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  present  system  by  Mr.  Grin- 
nell,  and  the  Secretary  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
collector  of  New  York  recommending  that  he 
should  go  back  to  the  old  system.  Mter  that 
a  letter  was  sent  by  more  than  one  hundred 
merchants  of  New  York  to  the  collector,  ask- 
ing him  to  accept  the  advice  of  the  Secretary 
and  to  return  to  the  old  system.  I  have  here 
the  names  of  those  hundred  merchants,  repre- 
senting the  principal  firms  of  importers  in 
New  York,  among  which  we  find  the  names 
of  Phelps.  Dodge  &  Co. ;  Paton  &  Co. ;  S.  B. 
Chittenden  &  Co. ;  Arnold,  Constable  &  Co.; 
W.  &  J.  Sloaue ;  B.  L.  Salomon  &  Sons ;  Lord 
&  Taylor;  Henry  G.  Schmidt  &  Co. ;  Benkard 
&  Button ;  H.  B.  Claflin  &  Co. ;  Despres, 
Hartley  &  Co.;  Duncan,  Sherman  k  Co. ;  and 
so  on,  a  hundred  of  the  principal  firms  in  New 
York,  asking  that  there  might  be  a  return  to 
the  old  system. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  it  be  no  interruption,  I 
should  like  to  have  the  Senator  describe  what 
the  old  system  was. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  There  were  warehouses 
on  the  docks  at  Jersey  City  and  at  Hoboken, 
where  the  Bremen  line  lands,  into  which  goods 
under  general  order  were  put. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Whose  warehooses  were 
those? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  They  were  leased  by 
the  shipping  companies. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  They  were  not  Govern- 
ment warehouses? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    No. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Under  whose  supervision 
were  they  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  They  were  under  the 
supervision  of  Government  officials.  There 
were  Government  officials  put  into  those  ware- 
houses to  guard  and  watch  over  them. 

Subsequently,  on  a  resolution  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fenton,] 
this  whole  suluect  ^as  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment.  They  went  to  New 
York  and  gave  it  a  thorough,  honest,  impar- 
tial examination.  They  reacned  the  same  con- 
cluaioti  which  had  been  reached  by  the  three 
gwitleraen  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  investigate  it  previously. 

But,  sir,  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Senator 
iVom  New  York  has  introduced  this  resolution, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  been  stated  in  the  Senate 
that  the  finding  of  the  committee  was  not  cor- 
rect, and  that  there  were  no  abuses  of  this 
general-order  system.  I  want  that  the  present 
Committee  on  Retrenchment  should  revise, 
go  over  again  the  work  formerly  gone  over  by 
the  old  Committee  on  Retrenchment;  and  all 
the  more  because  I  find  in  a  New  York  paper 
some  very  serious  reflections  upon  the  action 
of  that  committee  while  making  those  investi- 
gations.    I-  will  read 

Mr.  SUMNER.     What  paper  is  it  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  is  the  New  York 
Times  of  yesterday.  Speaking  of  the  old  com- 
mittee it  says : 

*'  It  went  to  the  oostom-hoose  and  oondaoted  a 
hole-and-corner  inquiry,  upon  which  it  founded  a 
garbled  and  dishonest  report,  suppressing  some  part 
of  tb«  eridenoe  fetnd  altenng  other  parts,  and  man- 
ipulating witnessea  in  a  was  which  would  havt  dis- 
gjAcvd  a  Tombs  lawyer— all  of  which  we  will  prove 
t^  the  satisfttctioh  of  every  reasonable  man,  another 
day," 

■  Now,  «lr,  I  pronounce  that  malignantly  false 
from  beglAnrtog  to  end,  and  the  statement  is 
made,  in  my  judgment,  to  throw  smut  upon 
the  committee-  in  order  to  lessen  the  force  of 
their  ^ep^rt,  and  for  no  other  earthly  reason. 
There  was  no  manipulating  of  witnesses  what- 
ever. There  was  no  garbling,  no  altering  of 
the  testimony  taken.  The  action  of  the  com- 
mittee was  impartial  and  its  report  honest 
and  straightforward  from  beginning  to  end. 
There  was  nothing  left  out  of  the  testimony 
except  simply  where  there  was  a  surplusage 
and  repetition.  Some  changes  were  made  to 
make  the  testimony  as  far  as  possible  gram* 


matieal ,  and  that  was  all.  Nothing  of  substance 
was  left  out ;  and  the  committee  have  nothing 
to  condemn  themselves  for  unless  it  be  for  one 
solitary  thing,  and  that  was  this:  after  the 
taking  of  the  testimony  was  completed  at  New 
York  and  the  committee  returned  to  Washing- 
ton, the  collector,  Mr.  Murphy,  came  here  and 
asked  permission  to  go  over  the  testimony, 
although  he  had  been  permitted  before  to  see 
the  testimony  prior  to  his  own  examination.  He 
asked  permission  to  re?iew  and  revise  his  test- 
imony. The  request  was  granted.  He  brought 
a  gentleman  with  him  mm  New  York ;  the 
testimony  was  put  into  his  hands:  he  went 
over  it  all,  made  such  changes  as  ne  desired 
to  make  in  the  character  of  his  own  testimony, 
correcting  and  revising  his  first  statements. 
That  I  mive  thought,  possibly,  was  a  liberty 
which  the  committee  ought  not  to  have  granted; 
but  so  great  was  our  desire  to  be  entirely  fair 
to  all  parties  that  we  thought  it  best  to  give 
him  that  liberty. 

1  find  some  other  things  in  this  paper,  not 
immediately  connected  with  that  investigation, 
which  perhaps  I  may  as  well  speak  of,  as  I  am 
up.     It  says: 

**ThiB  *  Retrenchment  Committee'  furthermore 
made  a  most  agreeable  journey  to  California  and 
other  plaoes  at  the  public  expense." 

Well,  sir,  we  **  made  a  most  agreeable  jour- 
ney to  California,' '  but  not  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. 

'*  It  took  the  best  rooms  in  the  best  hotels,  and 
drank  the  best  wines,  and  drove  the  best  horses,  and 
had  a  *  good  time '  generally ;  and  made  the  people 
pay  the  piper." 

Onr  rooms  were  very  good  rooms,  unques- 
tionably. Whether  any  of  the  committee  drank 
wine  and  drove  fast  horses,  I  dp  not  know.  I 
know  this  very  well,  that  nobody  ever  paid  for 
a  glass  of  wine  or  for  the  use  of  any  horse  for 
me  when  I  was  in  California.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thuruan]  and  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Schurz,]  who  were  with 
me  on  that  occasion  and  were  members  of  the 
committee,  they  can  answer  for  themselves  how 
much  wine  they  drank  and  how  many  horses 
they  employed  at  the  public  expense.  I  am 
not  aware  that  they  drank  any  wine  or  used 
any  horse  at  the  public  expense  whatever.  I 
will  say  further 

Mr.  THURM  AN.  If  the  Senator  wants  my 
testimony  on  that  subject,  I  have  only  this  to 
say :  that  the  people  of  California  were  so  hos- 
pitable that  tney  did  not  allow  us  to  pay  for 
anything  we  drank  or  for  any  rides  we  took. 
[LaughterJ 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  say  further,  sir, 
that  the  Government  was  not  charged  one  dol- 
lar for  our  fare  going  or  coming,  or  for  any 
expenses  of  the  committee,  except  during  the 
days  on  which  we  were  making  our  investi- 
gations in  San  Francisco,  and  then  the  only 
charges  made  were  for  our  personal,  ordinary 
expenses  while  we  were  engaged  in  making 
those  investigations.  Why,  sir,  my  trip  cost 
me  over  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  all  I 
charged  to  the  Government  was  $250.  Was 
not  that  something  fearful  7 

I  will  say  fur^ermore,  in  relation  to  this 
committee,  that  it  was  in  existence  for  over 
five  years,  and  all  it  ever  expended  of  public 
money  was  $28,633  91,  while  the  Committee 
on  Outrages  in  the  Southern  States  have  spent 
since  January  81,  1871,  $42,062  39,  and  I 
presume  they  have  been  economical  in  their 
expenses. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Some  of  the  members  are 
not  paid  yet. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  All  we  expended  for 
the  whole  five  years  wa^  $28,583  91.  What 
an  extravagant  committee  1  I  have  no  more 
to  say  about  it,  sir.  I  hope  the  resolution  will 
pass. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire having  alluded  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Committee  to  Investigate  Southern  Outrages, 
I  desire  in  justice  to  it  to  state  that  we  have 
examined  very  nearly  sir  hundred  witnesses, 
and  the  large  item  of  expense  is  for  witnesses. 


Mr.  THURMAN.  I  was  not  paving  atten- 
tion when  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
commenced  his  remarks.  1  do  not  know  what 
gave  rise  to  this  allusion  to  the  Retrenchment 
Committee's  expenses  in  California. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  An  article  in  the  New 
York  Times  of  yesterday,  which  referred  to  onr 
extravagance  while  conducting  investigations 
in  California. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Why,  sir,  the  truth  of  it 
is — I  can  spoak  by  my  own  experience,  and 
what  is  true  of  me  is  true  of  the  rest — that  that 
committee  did  not  charge  one  fourth,  I  did 
not  charge  one  eighth  of  my  exp^nset.  We 
charged  nothing  at  all. but  the  most  ordinary 
and  necessary  expenses  for  the  days^  we  were 
actually  engaged  in  service,  deducting  each 
day  that  we  were  not  so  engaged,  even  if  it 
was  to  take  a  ride  of  pleasure  down  that  beau- 
tiful valley  through  which  we  went  to  San 
Mateo.  And  I  do  not  believe  there  vras  a 
member  of  that  committee  who  did  not  come 
here  from  that  trip  from  five  hundred  to  a 
thousand  dollars  out  of  pocket. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  desire  to  bear  testimony,  as  I  was  ia 
California  at  the  time  as  a  looker-on  and  bear- 
ing my  own  expenses,  that  I  know  that  the 
committee  were  at  work  very  assiduously  upon 
the  business  with  which  they  were  charged, 
and  that  instead  of  spending  their  time  as  did 
those  of  us  who  had  no  such  business  they 
were  confined  for  day  after  day  at  the  custom- 
house in  investigations. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Mr.  President,  I  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  pending  resolution.  Inas- 
much as  the  matter  is  up,  I  think  we  might  as 
well  make  the  inquinr  a  little  more  sweeping. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  will  be  reported. 

Mr.  SCHUR^.  I  merely  want  to  designate 
the  place  where  it  is  t-o  come  in.  It  is  to  oome 
in  at  the  end  of  the  resolution,  just  before  the 
words  '^  and  said  committee  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers.'* 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  words  proposed 

to  be  inserted,  as  follows: 

And  also  whether  any  ehargee  for  storaro  or  eart- 
ing  have  been  or  are  made  by  officen  of  the  eiutom- 
house  or  persons  actloff  under  the  regulations  of  the 
custom-house,  which  charges  are  not  aothorixed  by 
law ;  and  also  whether  presents  have  been  accepted 
by  officers  of  the  custom-house  from  other  officen 
subordinate  to  them,  or  acting  under  their  control : 
and  whether  officers  making  such  presents  have  been 
selected  with  preference  to  attend  the  diacfaargtng 
of  steamships ;  and  also  whether  there  hare  been  or 
ore  officen  of  the  custom-house  conniving  at  fraud 
or  irregular  practices  in  passing  the  baggage  of  trar- 
elen  arrivin^r  in  the  port  of  New  York  :  and  also 
whether  articles  of  merchandise  while  under  tha 
control  of  officen  of  the  custom-house  have  been 
abstracted,  and  whether  or  not  such  articles  have, 
on  application  of  the  ownen,  in  several  cases,  been 
returned:  and  whether  any  officen  of  thecuftoni- 
househave  been  punished  for  abstracting  articles 
of  merchandise  under  their  control ;  and  also  to 
what  extent  thepraoticeof  compromising  with  mer- 
chants defrauding  or  attempting  to  defraud  the  rev- 
enue has  prevailed;  and  whether,  and  to  what 
extent,  by  such  compromises  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue due  to  the  United  States  in  such  cases  has  beea 
diminished;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  pecuniary 
benefit  has  been  derived  therefrom  by  the  officers 
making  such  compromises. 

Mr.  TIPTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

Also,  whether  the  patronage,  offices,  or  employes 
of  said  custom-hou^e  were  used  to  influence  or  con- 
trol either  or  both  of  the  two  last  State  conventions 
of  the  Republican  party  in  New  York;  and  whether 
assessments  of  money  have  been  made  or  contribu- 
tions of  money  exacted  to  be  used  to  control  prima- 
ries, secure  delegates  to  State  conventions,  or  for 
other  political  purposes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
first  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Nebraska. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  nobody, 
of  course,  mistakes  the  purpose  of  the  latter 
amendment  offered;  and  although  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  address  an  inquiry  to  the 
single  matter  which  I  deem  a  very  serious  one, 
and  at  which  I  aimed  my  resolution,  leaving 
these  independent  propositions  to  stand  upon 
their  owu  footing  and  be  treated  separately 
by  the  Senate,  I  shall  vote  for  both  of  these 
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amendments ;  and  indeed  1  think  that  to  save 
time  I  will  accept  them  both,  which  will  aroid 
the  necessity  of  taking  separate  votes  upon 
them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  having 
been  as  yet  no  vote  upon  the  resolution  or  any 
amendment  to  it,  the  Senator  accepts  both  the 
amendments  offered. 

Mr.  S HERMAN.  I  take  occasion  also,  in 
sayinff  that  I  will  vote  for  this  resolution,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  country — ^a  phrase 
frequently  employed  here — to  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  at  an  investi- 
gation of  any  fact  demanded  by  any  Senator 
nnder  the  ordinary  rules  and  usages  of  the 
Senate ;  and  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
Senate,  the  course  that  is  now  being  pursued 
is  the  one  that  has  always  been  pursued  here- 
totore ;  and  never  before,  nor  now,  has  there 
been  a  suppresnion  of  any  investigation  that 
was  deRireo.  What  has  been  the  usual  course 
pursued  in  this  body?  First,  a  committee  is 
organized.  If  a  standing  committee  is  organ- 
ized,  it  is  organized  by  itself,  and  in  due  time, 
as  occasion  arises,  it  is  charged  with  various 
duties  and  with  sufficient  power  to  perform 
them.  A  select  committee  is  organized  and 
instructed  to  perform  special  duties  during  the 
session.  It  seems,  from  the  readiness  with 
which  these  resolutions  are  introduced  and 
passed,  that  we  have  been  wasting  two  or  three 
days  in  a  rather  unnecessary  debate. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  beg  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  to  be  added  to  the  resolution : 

And  whether  anr  of  the  said  offices  in  the  said 
eostom-hoose  are  being  osed  asinstramenttof  polit* 
ieal  or  party  patroaace. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  accepts  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  wish  to  modify  it  so  as 
to  make  it  read  ^^  have  been  or  are  being  used.'' 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  better. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  accepts  the  modification.  The 
qaestion  is  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as 
modified. 

Mr.  CONKLINO  called  for  the  yeas  and 

nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 

resulted — yeas  59,  nays  0 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Meiwrs.  Ames,  Antbooy,  Bayard,  Blair, 
Boreman.  Brownlow.  Buckinebatn,  Culdwell.  Car- 
penter, Caneerly,  Cnaodler,  Clayton,  Conklitif, 
Coop«r.  Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentocky.  Davis  of  West 
Vincinia,  Edmaodsv  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecticot, 
Ferry  of  Micbigao,  Flanagao,  FrelingbuyseQ.  Oil- 
bert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamliu.  Uarlan,  Ilill, 

aitoocock.  Joboeton.  Kellosff,  Kelly,  Lewis, Logan, 
orrill  ot  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye, 
Otbom.  Patterson.  Pool,  Pratt.  Rice,  Robertson, 
Saalibttry.  Sawyer,  Scburs.  Scott,  Sherman.  Spen- 
cer, Stewart,  Stockton,  Sumner.  Thunoan,  Tipton. 
Tramball.  Vickers.  We«(.  and  Wilson— 59. 
NAYS-O. 
ABSBNT^-Merars.  AleoHi»  Cameron.  Cole.  Cra- 

gL  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Howe.  Pomeroy.  Ramiayt 
ragae,  Sterenson.  Windom,  and  Wright— 12. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

dkfaloation  of  j.  l.  hodok. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to 
take  up  the  resolntion  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  sabmit  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  in 
reference  to  the  Hodge  defalcation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  thert  be  no 
original  Senate  resolutions  to  be  offered,  the 
Senator  from  New  York  has  a  right  to  more 
to  take  np  the  resolution  named  by  him,  and 
it  may  be  taken  np  by  a  majority  vote. 

M  r.  SCOTT.  That  subject  having  displaced 
one  of  which  I  have  charge,  and  as  it  will  give 
rise  to  debate,  I  give  notice 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  This  will  take  bat  asin- 
^e  moment.  I  have  modified  the  resolution 
so  as  to  direct  it  to  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
in«nt  to  investigate  the  matter,  though  I  rather 
think  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  is  the 
proper  one.  I  am  sure  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tioQ  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  not  rising  to  object  if  it 
will  take  do  time ;  bat  I  wish  to  say  that  that 
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having  displaced  the  resolution  of  which  I  have 
charse,  I  desire  that  when  it  is  disposed  of  that 
resolution  shall  be  brooghi  before  the  Senate 
and  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  will  be  considered  as 
before  the  Senate,  subject  to  objection  if  it 
should  give  rise  to  debate.  It  is  before  the 
Senate,  and  will  be  read. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  have  modified  the  res* 
olntion  somewhat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  the  read- 
ing of  the  original  resolution  be  called  for  the 
Secretary  will  read  only  the  resolution  as  it  has 
been  modified  by  the  mover. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Bt9ofved,  That  the  Committee  of  Investlfation 
and  Retreaohmeat  be  in^trocted  to  inquire  into  the 
recent  defalcation  of  J.  L.  Hod<e,  late  a  paymaster 
la  the  Army,  and  into  the  facts  connected  therewith, 
and  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Senate  whether 
any  other  officer  or  officers  of  the  Goverament  were 
derelict  in  duty  in  respect  of  the  observance  of  reffu- 
lations  and  stu'egnards  Intended  to  prevent  such 
occurrences,  and  also  whether  other  or  further  legis- 
lation or  recnlation  is  needed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  insert  an 
amendment  to  embrace  also  the  case  of  Cal- 
lender,  bank  examiner  in  New  York-^«  very 
proper  case  for  examination. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  accept  that  modifica- 
don. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

And  that  said  committee  also  examine  into  the 
alleged  fraud  and  violation  of  duty  by  Charles 
Callender,  a  bank  examiner  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  remember  his 
first  naitte. 

Mr.  BUCKINOHAM.  It  appears  to  me 
that  we  may  put  more  on  this  committee  than 
they  can  possibly  perform.  It  is  a  question  in 
my  mind  whether  this  resolution  should  not 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AffEiirs.  I 
merely  make  the  suggestion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as  modified. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  rise  to  suggest  an 
amendment,  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  *^  were 
or  are  derelict." 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  think  my  honorable 
friend  will  see  that  it  is  not  so.  It  is  to  in- 
vestigate into  the  facts  and  circumstances  con- 
nected with  that  defalcation,  and  whether  any 
other  oflicers  were  derelict  in  any  way  in  re- 
gard to  it.  Of  course  it  could  hardly  be  said 
that  they  are  derelict  in  respect  to  that  now 
since  it  is  all  revealed.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  modification,  however,  although  it  would 
not  be  very  grammatical. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor from  California  insist  on  the  amendment 
he  suggests? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  wish  to  insist 
on  any  thin  fi^  if  the  Senator  who  proposed  the 
resolution  has  any  strong  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.     Not  at  all.     If  the  Sen- 
ator thinks  it  makes  it  broader,  speaking  of  a 
Fast  transaction,  to  say  **were  or  are,*"  then 
prefer  the  amendment 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  prefer  it  because  there 
may  be  a  dereliction  going  on  now  in  refer- 
ence to  that  Very  case. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Then  it  had  better  be 
changed  to  **Were  or  are." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  NeW  York  accepts  the  modification. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  ^*  Were,  or  are,  or  will 
be."    [Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PRBSlDfiNT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  insist  on  that  modi- 
fication? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  No,  sir ;  let  it  be  *  *  were 
or  are  * ' 

TheVlCE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  resolution  as  modified. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Chair  what  has  become  of  an  amend- 
ment, which  seems  to  have  been  lost  sight  of, 
that  I  proposed  to  this  resolution  when  it  was 


before  the  Senate  on  a  prior  occasion.  I  have 
not  heard  it  reported.  The  Senate  seom  to 
have  forgotten  that  that  proposition  was  before 
them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  arose  from 
the  Senator  from  Illiiiois  not  having  proposed 
it  in  writing.  There  appears  to  be  a  paper  here 
on  the  table  reading  as  follows : 

'*  Mr.  TauMBULL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

**  Hetolved.ThtLt  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
and  Retrenchment  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expenditures  of  all  branches."  Ao. 

It  is  supposed  at  the  desk  that  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  verbally  changed  it  to  an  amend- 
ment, but  did  not  reduce  it  to  writing  in  that 
form,  as  the  rules  contemplate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  When  the  Senator  from 
New  York  proposed  his  resolution  I  did  send 
to  the  Chair,  according  to  my  recollection,  an 
amendment  which  was  read,  and  although  it 
may  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Senate  I 
have  a  distinct  recollection  that  there  was  some 
discussion  upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was  discussed 
at  some  length,  and  the  proposition  will  be 
found  in  Miscellaneous  Documents  Nos.  0  and 
12,  having  been  twice  printed  by  the  Senate  in 
different  phraseology,  and  in  neither  case  as  an 
amendment  to  this  resolution  precisely.  How- 
ever, the  Senator.from  Illinois  is  correct  in  fact. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  it  not  appear  to 
have  been  offered  as  a  distinct  amendment  to 
this  resolution  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  appears  that 
there  was  an  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator, but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  anything 
accompanying  the  paper  except,  as  the  Chair 
has  read,  that  *'  Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the 
following  resolution,"  which  is  printed.  It  is, 
'^Resolved,  that  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
and  Retrenchment  be  ibstructed  to  inquire,'' 
&C.,  not  in  the  shape  of  an  amendment;  but 
the  Chair  will  consider  it  as  pending  in  that 
form.    The  Senator  from  Illinois  did  move  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  did  not  wish  the  Sen- 
ate  to  lose  sight  of  it  in  its  present  new-born 
zeal  for  investigation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York  having  now 
been  perfected,  the  question  recurs  on  the 
substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, which  is  to  strike  cut  all  after  the  resolv- 
ing clause  and  to  insert  what  is  in  print  as 
Miscellaneous  Document  No.  12,  which  will  be 
read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
the  Senate  will  perhaps  understand  what  that 
was  without  its  reading.  I  was  afraid  it  would 
be  lost  sight  of  in  the  new-born  zeal  that  has 
been  displayed  this  morning  in  regard  to 
investigations.  I  am  so  happy  to  see  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  and  others  trying  to  brin^ 
about  investigation  that  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  press  my  amendment  further,  and 
unless  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  should 
desire  to  hear  it  read  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  and  Mr.  MORTON.  Let 
uS  have  it  read 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Before  it  is  read 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  and  the  Senator  from  Indiana  have 
demanded  the  reading  of  the  amendment,  and 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  has  not  positively 
withdrawn  it  It  will  be  read  first  before  it  is 
debated. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentarv 
inquiry.  Can  it  be  withdrawn  until  it  is  read, 
so  that  we  mav  know  what  my  friend  from 
Illinois  is  withdrawing  from  the  consideration 
of  this  great  body?  I  submit  that  is  an  im- 
portant consideration  at  this  stage  of  this 
momentous  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  latter  part 

of  the  tenth  rule  reads  as  follows: 

*'And  any  motion  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover 
at  any  time  before  a  deciflioa,  amendmeut,  or  order- 
ins  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  except  a  motion  to  recon- 
lider,  which  fhall  not  be  withdrawn  without  leave  of 
the  Senate." 
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And  therefore  the  Senator  from  IlliDoiahad 
the  right  to  withdraw  his  amendment  without 
its  being  read  if  he  so  desired,  and  he  does 
withdraw  it.  The  question  now  recurs  on  the 
resolution  and  preamble,  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  claims  the  floor. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Awordonly.  Ithinkmy 
friend  from  Illinois  is  not  observing  his  usual 
courtesy  when  he  talks  about  the  new-born 
zeal  of  Senfltors. 

Mr.  ED.MUNDS.    Yes,  he  is. 

Mr.  SHEUMAN.  Perhaps  he  is  indulging 
in  his  usual  courtesy.  But*  sir,  this  whole 
proceedinf^  places  the  Senator  from  Illinois  in 
a  very  ridiculous  atiitude.  There  was  not  a 
moment  from  the  beginning  of  the  discussion 
to  this  hour  when  every  investigation  would 
not  have  been  promptly  ordered  in  accordance 
with  the  ordinary  usages  and  rules  of  this 
body.  The  ease  with  which  these  resolutions 
of  inquiry  and  instruction,  giving  powers  to  the 
committee,  are  passed  in  this  body  every  day 
shows  that  it  could  have  been  done  at  any 
time;  but  the  Senator  from  Illinois  intended 
to  present  this  case  in  such  a  way  that  ho  would 
invite  a  controversy;  that  is  plainly  and  man> 
ifestly  the  purpose  of  the  whole  proceeding; 
and  now  he  closes  it  by  alluding;  to  the  new- 
born zeal  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  favor 
of  investigation  I  If  the  Senator  will  show 
when,  where,  atany  time,  in  any  place,  I  have 
ever  been  opposed  to  investigation  in  this  body, 
or  in  any  legislative  body,  then  I  will  give  him 
the  palm,  in  my  judgment,  the  official  con- 
duct  of  every  officer  of  the  Government  is 
constantly  open  to  supervision  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  forms. 

Probably  if  I  had  alone  been  consulted  about 
this  matter,  when  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
moved  to  renew  the  Retrenchment  Committee 
again,  I  should  sub  siUntiOj  without  caring 
for  it,  have  allowed  the  resolution  to  pass ; 
but  he  Faw  himself  that  the  resolution  which 
he  introduced  ought  not  to  pass,  and  he  him- 
self abandoned  the  resolution  on  the  very  first 
day  of  the  debate  by  conceding  that  a  joint 
committee  ought  not  to  be  formed ;  and  when 
it  was  proposed  in  place  of  a  joint  committee 
to  substitute  a  standing  committee  of  this  body 
to  be  organized  in  the  usual  way,  he  then  com- 
menced a  debate  upon  technicalities,  and  that 
has  been  continued  for  three  days. 

Now,  what  was  the  purpose  of  all  this? 
Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  his 
fellow  Senators  nere  were  trying  to  smother 
investigation?  If  so,  it  was  unjust.  Why, 
then,  this  imputation,  especially  upon  me, 
that  I  havo  any  new-born  zeal  in  favor  of 
investigation,  when  I  never  sought  to  suppress 
it?  The  other  night,  after  a  long  day's  debate, 
in  which  the  Senator  from  Illinois  had  spoken 
five  times  by  the  count,  when  I  was  somewhat 
impatient  at  the  arrival  of  the  warning  hour 
of  five  o'clock — an  hour  when  we  want  to  go 
home — and  I  had  not  participated  in  the 
debate,  tho  Senator  for  the  third  time  after  a 
vote  had  been  taken  showing  the  temper  and 
wish  of  the  Senate,  took  the  floor  and  con- 
tinued the  discussion.  I  then,  perhaps  with 
some  ercitemeut,  insisted  on  the  enforcement 
of  the  rule.  A  moment  afterward  I  regretted 
it,  simply  because  I  never  wish  to  violate  the 
most  generous  courtesy  to  my  associates  here: 
and  r  was  sorry  a  lew  moments  afterward 
that  I  had  prevented  the  Senator  from  even 
making  his  fourth  speech,  or  fifth  speech,  or 
sixth  Fpeech,  or  that  we  did  not  forego  the 
usual  dinner,  and  just  wait  until  the  matter 
exhausted  itself  But,  Mr.  President,  yield- 
ing to  the  ordinary  feeling  of  the  moment,  I 
claimed  the  floor,  as  I  had  a  right  to  do  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  said  what 
I  thought  proper  to  say  on  that  occasion.  Now, 
if  the  Senator  irom  Illinois  still  harbors  thatin 
his  heart,  I  hope  he  will  dismiss  it,  because  I 
say  to  him  that  I  sincerely  regret  that  I  did 
anything  which  appeared  discourteous  to  him, 
although  I  did  nothing  more  at  the  time  than 
I  thought  was  right,  and  I  was  very  impatient 


at  the  prolonged  and  extraordinary  debate 
thrust  upon  us,  as  I  thought,  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  after  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  it  is  neces- 
sary that  I  should  say  a  word.  The  Senator 
seems  to  suppose  that  I  was  pursuing  an  ex- 
traordinary course.  Why,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  time  and  again  stated  to  the  Senate — and 
it  seems  so  many  times  that  it  was  unpleasant 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio — that  the  resolution 
which  I  originally  oflFered  was  simply  to  revive 
the  committee  that  we  had  for  several  years, 
and  to  which  he  made  no  objection  when  we 
did  have  it.  The  Senator  is  slightly  mistaken 
as  to  my  ever  having  said  that  I  preferred  to 
give  up  the  joint  select  committee  and  to  take 
a  committee  of  the  Senate^  I  acquiesced  in  it 
because  others  thought  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  would  answer  the  purpose.  I  was 
willing  to  acquiesce  and  accede  to  any  prop- 
osition that  did  not  prevent  carrying  out  the 
object  which  I  had  in  view ;  but  my  proposition 
was  certainly  the  ordinary  one,  and  the  Senator 
does  not  distinctly  remember,  perhaps,  what 
he  himself  said  in  speaking  with  regard  to  the 
power  to  send  for  persons  and'  papers.  He 
used  very  strong  language  to  show  that  that 
was  a  very  dangerous  power.  I  think  he  went 
so  far  as  to  comment  upon  it  as  being  danger- 
ous to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  he  took 
decided  ground  against  such  a  proposition. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  said  that  a  power  unlimited  in  its  char- 
acter, to  extend  s^^ssion  after  session,  was  a 
dangerous  power ;  but  I  said  at  the  same  time 
that  a  resolution  conferring  this  authority  on 
a  committee  for  a  session,  in  a  proper  case, 
was  one  rarely  and  I  believe  never  denied. 
That  was  the  poHition  I  took  in  the  beginning. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  was  aware 
that  we  had  given  this  power  to  a  committee 
for  several  years  that  continued  during  the 
Congress,  and  none  of  our  committees  would 
continue  longer  than  that.  I  do  not  wish  to 
renew  the  controversy  with  the  Seiiator  from 
Ohio.  I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  have  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing the  Senate  to  that  position  where  resolu- 
tions for  investigation  into  the  abuses  of  the 
Government  pass  almost  unanimously. 

There  is  one  other  remark  I  ought  to  make. 
The  Senator  is  slightly  mistaken  about  my 
having  spoken  four  times  on  the  occasion  to 
which  he  alluded.  I  examined  the  Globe  after- 
ward myself;  my  recollection  was  not  distinct 
at  the  moment ;  but  I  found  that  I  had  spoken 
but  once  on  the  question  which  was  then  pend- 
ing before  the  Seiiate,  except  that  when  another 
person  was  speaking  I  had  interrupted  him  by 
his  permission  and  said  a  few  words.  Other- 
wise, I  had  had  the  floor  but  once  when  the 
Senator  called  me  to  order.  But  it  is  no  mat- 
ter now  about  that.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  stated  very  frankly  and  courteously  his 
regret  that,  under  the  excitement  of  the  mo- 
ment, he  should  have  insisted  upon  enforcing 
the  rule  upon  me  at  that  time ;  and,  of  course, 
I  accept  his  statement  in  all  kindness,  and 
hope  I  have  never  retained  any  feeling  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  which  at  the  moment 
produced  some  excitement,  perhaps,  on  the 
part  of  both  of  us.  I  am  very  happv,  on  my 
part,  to  say  that  I  entertain  no  unkind  feelings 
whatever  toward  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and 
shall  endeavor  to  treat  him,  and  all  other 
members  of  the  body,  on  all  occasions,  as 
courteously  as  I  know  how  to  do. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  agreeing  to  the  preamble  and  resolution  as 
modified. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  w^re  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  SERVICB. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  Mr.  Porter,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  SUMNER  obtained  the  floor. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator suspend  for  a  moment  until  the  Chair 


lays  before  the  Senate  a  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States? 
The  message  was  read,  as  follows: 

To  the  Senate  and  IIoHte  of  Heprewentativet  .* 

In  acoordnncA  with  the  aet  of  C4in{;ro»  approved 
March  3, 1871. 1  convened  a  oommisution  of  etoineot 
gentlemen  to  UovUc  rules  and  rcRulaiions  fur  the 
purpose  of  reforming  theciviUerTice.  Their  labors 
are  now  completed,  and  I  transmit  herewith  their 
report  together  frith  the  rules  which  they  recom- 
mend for  my  action.  These  rules  have  been  adopted 
and  will  go  into  effect  on  tho  1st  day  of  J.inuary. 
1872.  Under  the  law  referred  to.  as  I  interpret  it. 
the  authority  is  already  invested  in  the  Exceative 
to  enforce  these  regulations,  Trith  full  power  to 
abridge,  alter,  or  amend  them  at  his  option,  when 
changes  may  be  deemed  advisable.  These  views, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  commissioners, 
are  submitted  for  your  careful  consideration  as  to 
whether  further  legislation  may  be  necessary  in 
order  to  carry  out  nn  effective  and  beneficial  ci^il 
service  reform.  If  left  to  me  without  further  con- 
gressional action  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  com- 
mission under  the  reservation  already  mentioned 
will  bo  faithfully  executed;  but  they  are  not  binding 
without  further  legislation  upon  my  f'ueceaors. 

Being  desirous  of  bringing  this  subject  to  the 
attention  of  CongrcKi  before  the  approaching  recess, 
I  have  not  time  to  sufficiently  examine  the  oecom- 

{tanying  report  to  enable  me  to  suggest  definite  legis- 
ative  action  to  insure  the  support  which  may  be 
necessary  in  order  to  give  a  thorough  trial  to  a  policy 
long  needed. 

I  ask  for  all  the  strength  which  Congress  can  give 
me  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  reforms  in  the 
civil  service  recommended  by  the  commissinn,  and 
adopted  to  take  effect,  as  before  stated,  on  Ja4inary 
1, 1872.  The  law  which  provides  for  the  convening  a 
commission  to  devise  rules  and  regulations  for  re- 
forming the  civil  service  authorizes,  I  think,  the 
permanent  organisation  of  a  primary  board,  under 
whose  jgeneral  direction  all  examinations  of  appli- 
cants for  public  office  shall  be  conducted.  There  is 
no  appropriation  to  continue  such  a  bonrd  beyond 
the  termination  of  its  present  labors.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  a  proper  appropriation  be  made  to 
continue  the  services  ofthe  present  board  foraootber 
year;  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  three  merabersof 
the  board  hold  positions  in  the  public  service,  which 
precludes  them  from  receiving  extra  compensation 
under  existing  laws,  that  they  be  authorised  to  re- 
ceive a  fairoompensation  for  extra  services  rendered 
by  them  in  the  performance  of  this  duty. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 
ExBOVnvR  Maxsiov,  December  19, 1871. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  move  that  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  be  printed  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  they  are  l^d  on 
the  table 

Mr.CONKLING.  Inthatconnectionlwoold 
like  to  suggest  that  the  resolution  adopted 
some  time  ago,  which  became  somewhat  en- 
cumbered by  amendments  on  separate  bits  of 
paper,  be  printed,  as  it  will  be  more  convenient 
for  the  committee. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  printini;  waa 
ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  moves  that  this  message  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  printed.  Does  he  withdraw  the 
motion,  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  appears 
desirous  to  speak? 

Mr.  CONKLING.     No,  sir:  I 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  moUon  is 
undebatable. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
cept the  Senator  from  Illinois  if  he  desires  to 
speak,  and  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  My  object  in  rising  was 
merely  to  inquire  how  voluminous  the  accom- 

fanying  document  is?  If  it  is  not  volumioous 
should  like  very  much  to  have  it  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  con- 
sumo  an  hour  or  more  in  reading  it ;  it  is  twelve 
pages  of  print,  aiid  also  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  in  print. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope,  then,  it  will  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  so  that  we  may 
examine  it.  I  am  very  much  gratified  myaelf 
at  the  communication  from  the  President,  and 
am  very  anxious  to  see  action. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  must  say  that  I  hail  that 
communication  ofthe  President  with  joy. 

The  motion  to  print  and  lay  on  tho  table  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHU  YSEN.  I  move  that  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  referred  to  the  CommHtee 
on  Printing. 
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COST  or  VKSSKLSON  ST    DOMINOO  COAST. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  was  recognized,  and  yielded  to 
allow  this  message  to  be  received.  He  is  now 
entitled  to  tlie  floor. 

Mr  SUMNEli.  In  this  mood  of  inqairy 
and  invesiigution  I  ask  the  Senate  to  he  good 
enough  to  take  up  a  resolution  submitted  by 
me  Manrh  20,  1871,  calling  for  information, 
wh'cb,  when  sent  to  the  Senate^  I  shall  move 
be  reft^rred  to  the  Committee  on  Retrench* 
roent.  It  is  a  resolution  of  March  25,  1871, 
on  «h^  fi'cs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  the  Chair 
stated  a  icw  moments  since,  original  resolu- 
tions have  priority,  and  several  Senators  seem 
to  have  them. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  New  York 
and  other  Senators  have  had  resolutions  which 
were  not  original  Senate  resolutions  to-day, 
taken  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well ;  there  can  be 
DO  objection  to  this. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  asks  unanimous  consent 
that  a  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  25th 
of  March  la<«t  be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  w&h  read  as  follows: 

Rewolved^  That  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  Senate  an  account  of 
the  expenditures  incurred  in  the  support  and  navi- 
fation  of  the  feveral  sbipe  already  reported  to  the 
Senate  by  the  Secretary  a9  employed  on  the  coatta 
of  St.  Domiof(o  9ince  the  beginning  of  negotiations 
for  the  acquisition  of  part  of  that  island,  setting 
forth  the  expenditures  on  account  of  each  ship  and 
the  aom  total  taken  from  the  annual  naval  appro- 
priations on  account  of  all  these  ships. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  An  amendment 
was  proposed  at  that  time  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Conkliko,  J  which  will  also  be 
reported,  after  which  the  Chair  will  ask  for 
objection  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion at  the  present  time. 

The  Cb I BF  Clerk.  It  was  proposed  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  to  it : 

And  that  the  Secretary  a'so  report  to  the  Senate 
bow  much,  if  any,  such  expenditures  are  greater 
than  wonld  have  been  incurred  bad  such  ships  been 
in  service  elsewhere:  and  also  how  many  vessels  are 
nsoally  in  service  in  waters  adjacent  to  the  West 
Indies. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator.  My  object  is  to 
£et  at  the  facts.  I  want  to  know  how  many 
nDiilions  have  been  spent  in  the  war  dance 
about  San  Domitigo. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  After  that  remark,  I 
think  the  resolution  had  better  lie  over.  If  we 
are  to  have  **  a  war  dance  ''  we  will  take  it  at 
8om«  other  time,  when  we  can  all  take  part. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unanimous  con- 
sent is  not  granted. 

ACTIONS  OP  AMBRIOAN  HINI8TSRS  ABROAD. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  offer  tlie  following  resolu- 
tion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  it  an  original 
Senate  resolution? 

Mr.  BLAIR.     It  is. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
entertain  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  a  resolution  ;  and  it  certainly 
was  not  in  the  power  of  any  Senator  to  object 
to  it  and  interpose  a  senatorial  veto. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
already  stated  several  times,  as  the  Senator 
will  see  in  the  Globe  to  morrow  if  he  did  not 
bear  the  Chair,  that  the  Chair  was  calling  for 
original  Senate  resolutions  and  that  they  had 
priority.  The  Chair  so  stated  to  the  Senator 
from  New  York;  and  the  Senator  from  New 
York  then  asked  unanimous  consent  for  the 
consideration  of  a  resolution  previously  offered 
by  him.  That  consent  was  granted.  He  then 
anked  consent  for  the  consideration  of  another 
resolution,  which  was  also  granted.    The  Chair 


stated  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  when 
he  rose,  as  he  did  to  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  that  until  Senate  original  resolutions 
were  concluded  these  resolutions  heretofore 
ofi^ered  were  not  in  order  to  be  considered, 
except  by  unanimous  consent.  Afler  original 
Senate  resolutions  are  through,  the  majority 
can  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this  reso- 
lution. The  Senator  from  Missouri  has  sub- 
mitted a  resolution*  which  wilt  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
BuLiR,  as  follows : 

Jifwh«d,  That  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
and  Rctrf>nchment  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  whether  anv  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  any  foreign  Court  is  or  has  been  interestcl  in 
and  partner  of  any  mining  company;  and  whether 
he  has  used  or  allowed  his  name  or  official  position 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  said  company  in  the  country  to  whose  Gov- 
ernment he  is  accredited:  and  if  so,  whether  his  doing 
so  was  or  is  compatible  with  his  duties  as  such 
minister. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  this  reso- 
lution ?  The  Chair  hears  none,  and  it  is  before 
the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

ORDKR  OF  BUSINBS8. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Has  the  Sen- 
ator  from  Wisconsin  an  original  Senate  reso- 
lution to  present  7 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
proceed  to  a  question  of  privilege,  being  a  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  yesterday  morning  and 
printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must 
again  read  the  rule.  After  stating  the  differ- 
ent classes  of  morning  business,  it  says : 

*'A11  which  shall  be  received  and  disposed  of  in 
such  order,  unless  unanimous  consent  shall  be  other- 
wise given." 

And  the  call  rests  at  original  resolutions  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  SBERMAN.  I  have  an  original  reso- 
lution which  I  ask  the  Senate  to  consider 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  desires  the  floor  to  ask 
unanimous  consent,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is 
recognized. 

INTERNATIONAL  COINAGE. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Betohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any 
correspondence  with  foreign  Powers,  not  hereto- 
fore oommunicated.  on  the  sufajoct  of  international 
ooinage. 

COST  OF  VESSELS  ON  ST.  DOMINGO  COAST. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  send  an  original  Senate 
resolution  to  the  Chair,  and  ask  for  its  present 
consideration. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

Re»olv^,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  eommunicate  to  the  Senate  an  account 
of  the  expenditures  incurred  in  the  support  and 
navigation  of  the  several  ships  already  reported  to 
the  Senate  bv  the  Secretary  as  employed  on  the 
coasts  of  St.  Domingo  since  the  beginning  of  nego- 
tiations for  the  ooQuisition  of  part  of  that  island, 
setting  forth  the  expenditures  on  account  of  each  , 
ship  and  the  sum  total  taken  from  the  annual  naval 
appropriations  on  account  of  all  these  ships.  And 
that  th««  Secretary  also  report  to  the  Senate  how 
much,  if  any,  such  expenditures  are  greater  than 
would  have  been  incurred  had  such  snips  been  in 
service  elsewhere:  and  also  how  many  vessels  ore 
usually  in  service  in  waters  adjacent  to  the  West 
Indies. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Owing  to  the  originality 
of  this  resolution,  I  think  it  might  as  well  lie 
over  for  a  day  or  two. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being 
made,  the  resolution  will  He  over. 

COMMITTEE  SERTICE. 

Mr.  POOL.  I  rise  to  ask  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion and  Retrenchment.  I  am  on  several  other 
committees,  and  I  think  I  cannot  discharge  the 
duties  of  that  committee  properly. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  asks  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  Committee  of  Retrenchmentand  Reform. 
Is  there  objection?    The  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Let  us  undersUnd  that. 
Will  that  leave  the  committee  to  consist  of 
seven  member.^  as  it  was  ordered? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  leave  it 
to  consist  of  seven  members. 

SENATOR  FROM  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  now  ask  the  Chair 
to  request  the  Senate  to  give  me  unanimous 
leave  to  take  up  a  question  of  privilege,  being 
a  resolution  submitted  by  me  yesterday  accom- 
panying a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  being  r.o 
further  original  Senate  resolutions,  the  Sena- 
tor from  Wisconsin  now,  under  the  rule,  moves 
thp.t  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  reported  by  him  yesterday 
from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions in  regard  to  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 
A  majority  ca*n  now  adopt  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin permit  me  to  inquire  at  this  stage  of 
the  proceeding  whether  the  resolution  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  submit  some  time  since,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  from  the  joint  Commit- 
tee on  the  Condition  of  the  Southern  States, 
is  not  also  a  question  of  privilege,  and  at  what 
time  I  may  be  enabled  to  have  the  Senate  vin- 
dicate its  dignity  bv  taking  it  up? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
that  is  a  question  of  privilege,  but  two  hours 
and  twenty  minutes  have  been  consumed  to-day 
in  going  through  the  usual  morning-hour  busi- 
ness, there  being  no  business  set  for  one 
o^clock,  as  is  usual  at  a  later  period  of  the 
session.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  obtained 
the  floor  and  moved  to  take  up  his  resolution, 
which  really  is  of  the  highest  privilege,  and 
higher  privilege  than  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  as  it  affects  the  organization  of 
the  body. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  privilege  to  get 
into  this  Chamber  must  override  the  privilege 
of  going  to  jail.     [Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretarj- 
will  read  the  resolution  now  before  the  body, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution  as  fol- 
lows : 

Retolvtd,  That  Thomas  M.  Norwood  is  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Qeorffia  for  the  term  commencing  March  4. 1871,  and 
that  he  be  admitted  to  the  same. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

TheVICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator-elect, 
if  in  the  Chamber,  will  advance  to  the  Chair 
and  take  the  oath  of  office. 

Mr.  Norwood  advanced  to  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent's desk,  escorted  by  Mr.  Hill,  and  the 
oaths  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  offer  a  Senate  resolution  in  connection  with 
the  question  that  has  just  been  decided : 

Revolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay,  out  of  tho  pay  and  mileafo  account, 
to  Foster  Blodgett.  claiming  a  seat  as  Senator-elect 
from  the  State  of  Ooorgia,  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
a  Senator  commencing  March  4.  ]871»  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution. 

TheVICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  this  res- 
olution? 

Mr.  BLAIR.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being 
made,  it  will  lie  over. 

POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
up,  as  a  question  of  privilege,  the  resolution 
attached  to  the  report  of  the  joint  select  Com- 
mittee to  Inquire  into  the  Condition  of  the  late 
Insurrectionary  States,  directing  process  to 
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issue  for  the  arrest  of  W.  L.  Saunders,  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  question  being  pat,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  28,  noes  16. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  have  no  objection 
to  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  that  reso- 
lution, but  I  wish  to  call  up  House  bill  No.  880. 
for  the  removal  of  political  disabilities.  I 
have  waited  patiently  for  over  a  week,  and  I 
hope  the  Senate  will  now  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  that  bill.  That  is  my  reason  for 
antagonizing  that  bill  against  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  who  has  charge  of  this 
bill,  that  he  move  to  make  it  the  special  order 
for  to  morrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  let  us  take 
hold  of  it  then  with  a  clear  understanding  that 
we  will  di8pose  of  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Very  well.  I  move 
that  the  bill  be  made  the  special  order  for 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  .The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  asks  unanimous  consent 
that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  880}  for  the  removal 
of  legal  and  political  disabilities  imposed  by 
the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  be  made  the  special  order  for  to-mor- 
row at  one  o'clock.  The  Chair  must  remind 
the  Senator  and  the  Senate  that  the  unfinished 
business,  if  there  should  be  any,  would  have 
priority  then  of  the  special  order,  but  of  course 
It  could  be  postponed  when  the  time  arrived. 
Is  there  objection  to  the  bill  being  made  the 
special  order  for  that  time?  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection,  and  that  order  will  be  made. 

CONTUUAOIOnS    WITNESSES. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     I  now  renew  my  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, upon  which  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri demands  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     I  withdraw  the  call. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following 
re.«olution: 

Whereas  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  did,  by  their 
concurrent  resolution,  passed  on  the  7th  day  of 
April,  1871,  authorize  and  direct  the  aopointment 
of  a  joint  select  committee  for  the  performance  of 
certain  duties,  in  said  concurrent  resolution  speci- 
fied, the  caid  joint  select  comroitC%e  to  be  composed 
of  members  of  the  said  two  Houses:  that  Is  to  say, 
of  seven  members  of  the  Senate  and  fourteen  mem- 
bers of  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  which  said 
joint  select  committee  was  duly  appointed  as  by  said 
concurrent  resolution  provided;  andwhereas,  in  tbe 
dipcbarffo  and  performance  of  the  duties  so  enjoined 
upon  them,  the  said  joint  select  committee,  on  tbe 
81st  day  of  August,  1871.  by  subpena  duly  issued 
and  served,  did  summon  and  command  a  certain 
W.  L.  Saunders,  of  Chapel  Uiil,  North  Carolina,  to 
appear  before  said  joint  select  committee  and  testify 
touching  tbe  matters  and  thinfs  wbicb  the  said  joint 
select  committee  were  authorised  and  required  by 
the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress to  examine  and  inquire  into:  and  whereas  said 
w.  L.  Saunders  did,  on  the  23d  day  of  September. 
1871, appear  before  a  sub-committee  duly  authorized 
by  said  joint  select  committee  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  to  tak«o  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  then 
present  and  awaiting  examination,  and  baring  so 
appeared  and  submitted  to  be  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness, did  refuse  to  answer  proper  inquiries  put  to 
him  in  the  course  of  the  investigation  by  said  sub- 
committee, therebv  showing  himself  in  contempt  of 
the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States,  as  well  as  the  House 
of  Representatives:  Therefore. 

Jie»olved  by  the  Senate  a/"  tM  United  Sfatee.  (the 
House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  That  W.  L. 
Saunders,  of  Chapel  Hill,  and  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, a  witness  heretofore  duly  summoned  before  a 
joint  select  committee  of  tbe  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, having  been  lawfully  required  to  testify  before 
a  sub-committee,  duly  authorized  by  said  joint 
select  committee  to  take  his  testimony,  and  having, 
in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  refused  to  answer 

5 roper  inquiries  put  to  him  by  tbe  chairman  of  said 
oint  committee,  be  forthwith  arrested  by  the  Ser- 
5eant-at-Arms  of  tbe  Senate,  and  brought  before  tbe 
enate,  at  its  bar,  by  the  order  of  the  Senate  duly 
issued  by  the  Vico  President,  under  bis  hand  and 
tbe  seal  of  the  Senate;  and  that  said  Saunders  be 
detained,  by  virtue  thereof,  by  the  bergeant-at- 
Armsof  the  Senate  until  he  answer  for  his  contempt 
of  the  order  of  the  Senate  in  the  matter  aforesaid, 
and  abide  such  further  order  as  may  be  made  in  the 
premises. 

The  VICE  PHESIDBNT.    When  this  peso- 


Intion  was  last  under  consideration  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  the  words  *  *  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concurring,''  so  as  to  change  its 
terms  from  a  concurrent  resolntion  to  a  Senate 
resolution,  and  the  question  is  on  that  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  heretofore  stated  the 
views  the  committee  entertain  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  do  not  desire  to  take  up  time  in  any 
further  debate  on  the  subject,  but  ask  for  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  as  it  came  from  the 
committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  the  Senate 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  kno#  that  I 
have  any  objection  to  the  resolution  being 
changed  in  that  way^  because  it  may  be 
changed  back,  I  suppose,  if  it  is  found  not 
to  be  right  after  the  amendment  is  made,  or 
it  can  be  laid  on  the  table ;  but  I,  for  one,  am 
not  now  prepared  to  adopt  the  view  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  as  I 
understand  it,  and  treat  this  as  a  contempt  of 
the  Senate,  from  which  it  follows  that  it  must 
equally  be  a  contempt  of  the  House,  and 
demands  that  it  be  punished  by  the  Senate  in 
its  discretion  and  the  House  in  its  discretion  ; 
in  other  words,  twice  punished.  I  want  some 
time  to  reflect  upon  it  before  I  vote  for  such 
a  proposition  as  that  This  whole  debate  took 
place  while  I  was  out  of  the  city,  and  I  had 
not  the  benefit  of  it  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  on  it  now.  I  have  not  my  own  mind 
made  up  as  to  whether  the  Senator  is  right 
or  whether  my  colleague  is  right,  that  there 
can  be  no  punishment  at  all.  I  think  this 
amendment  had  better  not  be  adopted  withont 
being  discussed,  unless  the  Senate  is  satisfied 
that  the  view  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  is  a  correct  one. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, changing  this  resolution  from  a  concur- 
rent to  a  Senate  resolution. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  agreeing  to  it  as  a  ooncnrrant  reso- 
lution. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  now  move  to  proeeed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  attached  to 
the  report  in  the  case  of  Clayton  Camp  and 
David  Gist,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resoln- 
tion : 

Whereas  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  did,  by  their 
concurrent  resolutions  passed  on  tbe  7th  day  of  April, 
1871,  authorize  and  direct  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
select  committee  for  the  performance  of  certain 
duties  in  said  concurrent  resolution  specified;  the 
said  joint  select  committee  to  be  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  tbe  said  two  Houses,  that  is  to  say,  of  seven 
members  of  the  Senate  and  fourteem  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  said  joint 
select  committee  was  duly  appointed,  as  by  said  con- 
current resolntion  provided:  and  whereas,  in  the 
discharge  and  performance  of  the  duties  so  enjoined 
upon  them,  tbe  said  joint  select  committee  did  ap- 
point a  sub-committee  of  their  own  number  to  take 
testimony  in  the  Statd  of  South  Onrolina,  which  said 
sub-commiftee,  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1871,  by  sub- 
pena duly  issued  and  served,  did  summon  and  com- 
mand a  certain  Clayton  Camp,  of  Spartanburg 
county.  South  Carolina,  to  appear  before  said  sub- 
committee; and  on  the  18th  day  of  July,  1871,  by 
like  subpena  duly  inned  and  served,  did  summon 
and  command  a  certain  David  Gist,  of  Union  county. 
South  Carolina,  to  appear  before  said  snb-eommit- 
tee,  each  of  said  witnesses  so  summoned  to  testify 
before  the  said  sub-committee  touching  the  matters 
and  things  which  the  said  Joint  select  committee 
were  authorized  and  required  by  the  concurrent  res- 
olntion of  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  examine 
and  inquire  into:  and  whereas,  the  said  Clayton 
Camp  and  the  tara  David  Qist  having  been  so  sum- 
moned and  commanded,  did  fail  and  refuse  to  appear 
before  tbe  said  sub-committee,  thereby  showing 
themselves  in  contempt  of  tbe  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
Therefore, 

Iic»olved  hy  the  Senate  of  t\e  United  Statee^  (the 
House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  That  the 
President  of  the  Senate  issue  his  several  warrants,  di- 
rected to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  com- 
manding him  to  take  into  his  custody  the  bodies  of 
the  said  Clayton  Camp  and  David  Gist,  respectively. 


wherever  to  be  found,  and  to  have  the  same  forth- 
with before  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  to  answer  as  for  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  will  state  briefly,  so  that  the 
Senate  may  understand  this  resolution,  that  it 
differs  in  its  merits  from  the  other  only  in  the 
fact  that  these  witnesses  are  attached  for  con* 
tempt  in  not  obeying  the  summons,  while  the 
other  case  was  against  a  man  for  contempt  in 
not  answerinf^  questions  after  he  had  obeyed 
the  subpena.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  np  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  any  discussion  upon  the 
subject,  unless  some  questions  are  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  state  that  in  the  case 
of  David  Qist  there  are  affidavits,  or  there 
ought  to  be,  with  the  papers  in  the  case,  which 
I  should  like  to  have  read,  showins  why  Mr. 
Qist  did  not  obey  the  summons  of  the  sub- 
oommittee  in  South  Carolina. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor desire  them  to  be  reported  by  the  Secre- 
tary now? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Yes,  sir;  I  desire  those  affi- 
davits to  be  read  to  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Are  they  in  the 
report? 

Mr.  BLAIR.     If  they  are  not  they  oaght 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  do  not 
appear  to  be  in  the  report. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  No  j  they  are  not  in  the  printed 
report  I  will  state  the  position  of  that  ques- 
tion, as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  calls  fer  it. 
This  witness  was  subpenaed  to  appear  before 
the  sub-committee  in  the  city  of  Golumbiay 
South  Carolina,  upon  the  day  following  that 
u^on  which  he  was  subpenaed.  The  snb  com- 
mittee sat  in  the  city  of  Columbia  for,  I  be- 
lieve, two  days  after  that  time,  and  sat  also  in 
the  town  of  York vi lie  for  four  days  after  that 
time,  the  town  of  Yorkville  being  within 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  miles  of  the  place  at 
which  Mr.  Qist  lives.  The  testimony  of  the 
assistant  sergeant-at  arms,  who  served  the 
subpena  upon  him,  is  in  the  printed  exhibit 
accompanying  the  report,  and  shows  that  the 
subpena  was  served  upon  this  witness  late  in 
the  evening:  that  he  was  in  that  town  the  next 
morning,  and  informed  him  that  he  would  not 
obey  the  summons.  He  never  sent  any  excuse 
to  the  committee  while  it  was  sitting  at  Colum- 
bia; he  never  sent  any  excuse  to  the  commit- 
tee while  it  was  sitting  at  Yorkville.  If  he 
had,  it  would  have  been  considered;  and  if 
that  excuse  had  been  considered  sufficient,  of 
course  no  anplication  would  have  been  made 
for  an  attachment  I  think  it  improper  that 
the  excuse  of  a  witness  who  is  in  contempt 
shonld  be  heard  now  by  the  body  which  it 
seeking  to  bring  him  before  it  for  contempt. 
It  will  be  time  enough  when  he  comes  here  to 
hear  his  excuse  for  disobeying  thatsnbpena. 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  affidavit  to  which 
the  Senator  fVom  Missouri  refers,  and  I  may 
state  that  when  this  subject  was  brought  before 
the  whole  committee  the  affidavit  itself  waa 
considered  by  the  committee,  and  a  discussion 
had  upon  the  question  of  whether  it  ought  to 
be  treated  as  an  excuse,  and  notwithstanding 
the  affidavit,  the  report  and  the  resolution  were 
directed  to  be  brought  into  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  state  that  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Qist  represents  that  at  the  time  he 
received  this  summons  to  attend  the  commit* 
tee  his  wife  was  ver^  ill,  and  he  could  not 
leave  her  or  absent  himself  at  such  a  distance 
from  his  home.  There  is  also  an  affidavit  of 
the  attending  physician  to  the  same  effect  I 
think  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is  mis* 
taken  in  his  statement  that  the  deputy  ser- 
geant-atarms  received  such  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Qist. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  will  be  settled  by  read- 
ing the  testimony  of  the  assistant  sergeaut-at- 
arms,  which  is  in  the  report  I  ask  Uiat  it  be 
read  for  the  information  of  the  Senator  from 
Missonri,  if  he  doubts  my  statement  • 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  see  why  the  report 
should  embrace  the  testimony  of  the  depnty 
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serg^Q^ftt-anns  and  omit  tbe  testimony 
of  Mr.  Gist  himself,  and  of  the  physician 
who  attended  his  wife. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
TBOXT  in  the  chair.)  Has  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  the  affidavit  that  he  desires  to  have 
r«ad? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  desire  that  the  report  may 
be  read  on  that  point.  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  has  not  stated  correctly  the 
effect  of  the  report  of  the  deputy  sergeant*at- 
arms. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  James  I.  Christie  sworn  and  examined. 
*'By  the  Chairman: 

**  Queiition,  (8ubmittiD|r  a  paper.)  Did  you  serre 
that  sabpena  on  David  Gist;  and  ifso,  when ? 

**An9icer.  I  did,  at  fifteen  minutes  past  nine  o'clock 
on  the  18th  instant,  Tuesday. 

**Quftion.  Did  you  serve  it  aceordinf  to  the 
indorsement  on  the  snbpena? 

"Anawer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  liim  at  the  depot  the  next 
moroiofr  just  as  we  were  oomincaway,  and  inquired 
of  him  if  he  was  soing  down,  lie  replied  in  a  very 
defiant  manner.  *  No.  1  am  not  coins.'  I  replied  that 
I  had  performed  my  duty,  and  that  if  he  did  not 
appear  ne  must  suffer  the  consequences." 

Mr.  BLAIR.  It  seems  that  all  that  passed 
between  the  witness  Gist  and  the  deputy  ser- 
geant-at-arois  was  a  conversation  at  the  depot 
the  next  morning  when  the  deputy  asked  him 
if  he  was  going  down,  and  says  he  replied  in 
a  debant  manner  that  he  was  not.  Mr.  Gist 
in  his  sworn  affidavit,  which  I  shall  ask  to  have 
read,  states  distinctly  that  bis  reason  for  not 
going«down  was  that  his  wife  was  very  ill  and 
that  he  feared  to  leave  her,  and  the  physician 
in  attendance  upon  his  wife  makes  the  same 
statement.  Now,  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  send  up  to  the  desk  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Gist,  and  also  of  his  family  physician, 
and  I  ask  to  have  them  read  so  that  Senators 
may  see  what  bis  excuse  was.  I  think  this 
thing  of  draicging  people  under  arrest  from  a 
distant  State  up  nere  to  answer  for  contempt 
when  they  have  an  excuse  as  valid  and  as  good 
as  the  one  offered  by  Mr.  Gist  is  unreason- 
able and  unjust.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  give  me 
those  affidavits. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  When  the  Senator  is  through, 
before  the  paper  is  submitted  to  be  read,  I 
desire  to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  exact  nature  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Very  well;  1  shall  do  so, 
taking  the  floor  for  that  purpose  only. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Now.  Mr.  President^  I  ask 
tiie  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  position  of 
this  witness  before  this  paper  is  read.  First, 
the  subpena  was  served  upon  him.  Second, 
the  deputy  sergeant-at-arms  asked  him,  '^Will 
yon  attend  before  the  committee  ?''  and  he 
answered  ^*  No  I  I  will  not."  The  third  step 
iSf  that  that  proceeding  is  brought  before  the 
committee  upon  the  testimony  of  the  deputy 
seigeant  at-arms,  and  upon  that  testimony 
alone  the  committee  directed  the  chairman  to 
report  this  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  at 
the  same  time  that  they  directed  the  chairman 
tOTeport  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  as  will 
appear  bv  the  journal  of  the  committee,  if  it 
isdesirea  to  be  brought  in  here,  notice  was 
directed  to  be  sent,  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware,  TMr.  Batabd,]  to  all  the 
witnesses  who  were  directed  to  be  reported, 
this  witness  among  the  number.  That  was 
about  the  last  of  July.  Upon  the  last  of  July, 
then,  in  accordance  with  that  direction,  notice 
was  sent  to  that  witness  that  the  committee 
toad  directed  him  to  be  reported  to  the  Senate 
and  the  chairman  to  ask  for  process  to  bring 
him  here.  That  notice  was  seat  by  the  elerk 
of  the  committee  in  pursuance  of  that  resolu- 
tion. 

The  witness  then  had  the  opportunity,  if  he 
intended  to  obey  the  subpena,  to  come  here 
and  submit  himself  to  the  examination ;  but 
instead  of  coming  and  submitting  himself  to 
th«  examination,  as  another  witness  at  least 
did,^  in  pursuance  of  that  notice,  he  sends  an 
^vit  of  hia  physiaiaay  which  is  in  respect- 
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ful  language,  and  his  own  affidavit,  which  is 
but  a  modified  form  of  defamation  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  appeared  in  the  public  news- 
papers of  South  Carolina. 

I  submit  that  this  witness,  having  had  the 
opportunity  of  appearing  and  answering,  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  have  his  affidavit  read 
until  he  does  come  here  and  ask  it.  That  will 
be  the  proper  time  for  the  Senate  to  determine 
whether  they  will  hear  this  excuse  or  not.  He 
has  been  notified  by  subpena,  notified  of  the 
pendency  of  this  resolution  for  his  attachment, 
and  instead  of  coming  now  to  answer  and  sub- 
mit himself  to  the  authority  which  subpenaed 
him,  he  sends  us  an  account  of  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  the  month  of  July,  instead 
of  sending  us  an  answer  why  he  does  not  come 
at  the  present  time.  I  submit  that  in  this  state 
of  the  case  the  Senate  ought  not  to  hear  the 
affidavit  of  the  witness  until  he  appears  him- 
self. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  whether 
that  subpena  served  upon  the  witness  was 
made  returnable  in  Washington,  or  at  some 
point  in  South  Carolina? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  was  made  returnable  in 
Colombia,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Very  well.  Then  if  it  was 
made  returnable  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
and  the  witness  was  never  ordered  to  be  present 
at  any  other  point  than  Columbia,  Soutn  Caro- 
lina, would  it  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he 
would  make  his  way  to  Washington,  when  he 
had  been  ordered  to  go  to  Columbia?  He 
never  was  ordered  to  go  anywhere  else  than  to 
Columbia,  and  the  committee  soon  adjourned 
from  that  place. 

In  July  last  this  proposition  was  made  for 
his  punishment  for  contempt,  or  that  he  should 
be  reported  to  the  Senate  in  order  that  he 
might  be  punished.  I  suggested  'that  these 
witnesses  should  all  have  notice  of  this  proposed 
action.  He  had  notice  that  his  case  would  be 
presented  to  the  Senate,  but  he  never  has  had 
notice  or  command  to  be  present  in  the  city 
of  Washington.  If  any  witness  when  ordered 
by  subpena  to  come  before  the  committee 
shall  not  comply  with  it,  I  am  in  favor  of 
compelling  him  to  comply  with  it  and  insisting 
upon  all  the  legitimate  powers  vested  in  the 
committee ;  but  I  respectfully  submit  to  the 
Senate  that  it  would  not  be  wise  or  just  in  this 
body  to  punish  a  man  for  not  complying  and 
coming  to  Washin^n  when  the  terms  of  his 
subpena  ordered  him  to  attend  at  Columbia, 
in  a  distant  State. 

This  witness  has  never  yet  had  any  orders 
to  come  to  Washington.  He  never  has  been 
summoned  here.  1  here  has  been  no  reason 
why  he  should  suppose  that  he  ought  to  come 
here,  because  surely  he  is  not  compelled  at  his 

Srivate  expense  to  travel  all  the  way  from 
outh  Carolina  here,  but  should  only  come 
under  the  command  of  a  subpena,  which  will 
justify  him  in  havings  his  costs  taxed  as  a  wit- 
ness. I  think,  therefore,  the  Senate  should 
certainly  await  the  return  of  a  subpena  return- 
able at  Washington  before  they  punish  a  man 
for  not  coming  here.  If  he  had  gone  to  Coluna- 
bia  where  he  was  ordered  to  report,  that,  it 
seems,  would  have  been  useless,  because  the 
committee  had  adjourned  and  gone  from  there. 
I  may  say  further  that  the  Senate  will  shut 
out  from  their  minds  a  large  and  important 
fact  and  piece  of  information  in  this  case  if 
thev  refuse  to  hear  all  that  this  man  has  said 
ana  done  before  they  act.  I  repeat  to  the 
Senate,  if  it  was  a  case  in  which  the  subpena 
had  been  made  returnable  at  Washington  and 
there  had  been  a  defiance  and  disregard  of 
that  subpena,  the  witness  having  been  told  to 
come  here  and  never  obeying  it,  that  would  be 
a  diffisrent  case.  The  Senate  will  observe  that 
the  order  to  this  man  was  to  report  himself  at 
Columbia.  The  committee  adjjourned  from 
Columbia,  and  he  never  has  been  called  to 
Washington,  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  punish 
I  him  now  peremptorily  for  that. 


Mr.  BLAIR.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  chairman  of  the  committee,  has  in 
his  possession  two  affidavits  that  were  sent  to 
me,  and  by  me  laid  before  the  committee.  The 
committee,  upon  those  affidavits,  did  not  excuse 
this  witness.  Now,  I  wish  to  lay  those  affi- 
davits before  the  Senate.  I  do  not  think  the 
Senate  will  pass  upon  this  rounds  case  without 
bearing  it,  no  matter  how  high  the  authority  is 
that  seeks  to  have  it  done.  I  ask  tho  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  has  in  his  hands  the  affidavits 
which  I  placed  on  file  with  tho  committee,  to 
allow  them  to  be  sent  to  the  table  of  the  Sec- 
retary, so  that  they  may  be  read  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  wish  to  withhold  the 
paper.  Tho  paper  is  here,  and  I  will  send  it 
to  the  table ;  out  I  make  the  question  whether 
the  Senate  ought  to  hear  it,  whether  they  ought 
not  first  to  require  the  witness  to  come  here. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  want  the  Senate  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  refusing  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  paper  is  here,  [handing 
it  to  Mr.  Blair.] 

Mr.  BLAl  R.  I  send  now  to  the  Secretary's 
desk  two  affidavits,  one  of  them  by  Mr.  Gist, 
the  witness  in  this  case,  and  another  by  his 
family  physician,  and  I  ask  that  they  be  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  object  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  paper? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  objected  to  it  for  the 
reasons  that  1  have  stated. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  read- 
ing  of  the  paper  being  called  for  and  objected 
to,  the  question  must  be  decided  by  the  Sen- 
ate without  debate. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  May  I  inquire  what  the 
precise  question  before  the  Senate  is  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  certain  papers  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  asks  to  have  read  shall  be 
read.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  objects 
to  their  reading. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  papers  consist  of  an  affi- 
davit by  the  person  who  is  sought  to  be  brought 
here,  the  recusant  witness,  and  an  affidavit  by 
his  physician  giving  an  excuse  why  he  did  not 
attend  when  summoned  in  South  Carolina.  I 
ask  that  this  man  may  be  heard  by  the  Senate 
before  he  is  condemned ;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  May  I  ask  the  Senator 
is  this  an  explanation  of  some  causes  which 
prevented  his  attendance? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  precisely 
what  tho  papers  consist  of. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  attempted  to  state  to  the 
Senate — tbe  Senator  from  New  York  was 
evidently  not  in  his  seat  when  I  did  make  the 
statement 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  beg  my  honorable 
friend's  pardon;  I  was  busy  at  tbe  moment 
and  I  did  not  hear  him,  as  I  wish  I  had  done. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  no  desire  at  all  to  with- 
hold from  the  Senate  any  reason  which  this 
witness  has  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt, 
but  I  have  endeavored  to  show  to  the  Senate 
that  he  is  not  offering  that  reason.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  to  the  Senate  the  same 
state  of  things  which  often  exists  in  a  court 
where  a  witness  commits  a  contempt,  and 
where  Uie  court  will  not  permit  him  to  be 
heard  after  the  contempt  has  been  committed 
until  he  appears. 

This  is  the  state  of  the  case :  the  witness  was 
subpenaed  to  come  to  the  city  of  Columbia. 
When  asked  by  the  deputy  sergeant- at- arms 
whether  he  would  obey  the  subpena,  he  said 
he  would  not  The  committee  sat  two  days  in 
Columbia  and  four  days  in  Yorkville,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina.  He  made  no  appli- 
cation to  the  committee  to  excuse  him.  He 
sent  to  them  no  reason  for  refusing  to  appear 
befoi^  them.  When  the  committee  returned 
to  this  city,  before  the  whole  committee  the 
testimony  of  the  deputy  sergesnt-at-arms  was 
given,  and  a  resolution  was  directed  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  asking  for  this  process 
of  attaduneni,  and  notice  of  that  resolution 
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was  directed  to  be  sent  to  this  witness,  that  an 
attachment  for  him  would  be  asked  for. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  makes  the  point 
that  he  would  not  know  that  he  was  directed 
to  come  to  Washington.  It  was  just  as  noto- 
rious that  this  committee  was  sitting  in  Wash- 
ington as  that  the  sub-committee  was'  sitting 
in  Columbia,  and  perhaps  a  little  more  so ; 
and  certainly  when  he  got  the  notice  that  an 
attachment  would  be  asked  for  he  understood 
it  would  be  asked  for  to  bring  him  here.  The 
intention  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  in 
offering  that  resolution  was  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  come  here  so  that  the  attachment 
would  not  issue  against  him.  Now,  then,  in- 
stead of  coming  here,  so  that  he  could  submit 
to  examination  before  the  committee,  he  sends 
us  an  affidavit  to  account  for  why  he  did  not 
come  then  before  the  committee  in  South 
Carolina.  I  simply  say  that  it  is  fot  the  Sen- 
ate to  determine  whether  they  will  hear  that 
reason  now,  or  whether  they  will  require  him 
to  come  here  that  he  may  be  examined  before 
they  permit  him  to  give  his  reason  for  the  con- 
tempt which  he  has  evidently  committed. 

I  have  already  stated  to  the  Senate  that,  in 
my  view,  the  affidavit  of  the  recusant  witness 
himself  (for  I  make  no  objection  to  that  of  the 
attending  physician  so  far  as  its  tone  is  con- 
cerned, but  the  affidavit  of  the  recusant  wit- 
ness himself)  contains  statements  which  cer- 
tainly are  untrue  and  defamatory  of  the  com- 
mittee itself.  I  shall  take  occasion  to  say  that 
if  the  Senate  permit  the  affidavit  to  be  read.  I 
do  not  wish  to  withhold  anything  that  may  ex- 
cuse this  man,  for  I  have  no  personal  feeling 
whatever  in  the  matter.  I  simply  bring  the 
question  here  in  obedience  to  tne  resolution 
of  the  committee,  and  to  discharge  my  duty  as 
its  chairman. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  state,  in  addition  to 
what  has  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
syWania,  that  I  offered  a  resolution  that  this 
witness  should  be  summoned  to  attend  here, 
and  the  committee  refused  to  agree  to  it,  and 
went  on  with  this  proceeding  to  obtain  an 
attachment.  So  far  from  the  witness  having 
any  notice  that  he  was  wanted  here,  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  summon  him  here.  And  now 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  as  far  as  his 
voice  goes,  refuses  to  allow  him  to  be  heard  to 
give  the  excuse  which  he  has  for  not  attend- 
ing in  South  Carolina.  I  wish  he  would  not 
stand  so  much  on  his  dignity  in  this  matter. 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  accustom  our  people 
to  such  arbitrary  proceedings  as  are  indicated 
here.  This  man  had  a  good  excuse  for  not 
attending.  There  is  no  man  on  this  floor  sit- 
ting on  that  committee  who  would  not  have 
excused  him  from  attendance  if  the  circum- 
stances had  come  before  him  at  the  time.  I 
think  it  is  nothing  but  right  that  the  Senate 
shall  hear  what  excuse  he  has  to  offer  for  him- 
self. The  committee  refused  to  summon  him 
here  upon  my  application.  I  believe  that  he 
would  have  been  here  now  in  attendance  if  he 
had  been  so  summoned.  All  I  ask  is  that  this 
man  may  be  heard  in  his  own  language  for 
himself. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
has  allowed  this  discussion  to  go  on  without 
interruption,  there  being  no  objection,  it  re- 
quiring unanimous  consent,  as  the  rule  pro- 
vides that  when  an  objection  is  made  to  a  paper 
being  read  the  question  must  be  taken  with- 
out debate.  The  Chair,  however,  will  not  in- 
terrupt the  debate  unless  some  Senator  objects. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
the  question  about  these  papers  particularly. 
If  discussion  on  the  resolution  itself  is  now  in 
order,  I  have  some  words  to  submit  on  that 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  ques- 
tion must  be  decided  first. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then,  with  the  leaye  of 
the  Senate,  I  will  say  one  word  upon  that 
question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  Penn-  I 


sylvania  says  that  it  is  inadmissible  to  receive 
matter  of  excuse  or  justification  from  a  per- 
son who  is  in  contempt  until  he  appears  to 
purge  himself  of  his  contempt  I  tnink  that 
18  not  stating  the  rule  with  entire  accuracy. 
In  courts  that  have  some  regard  for  the  lib- 
erty of  the  people,  and  in  all  cases  where  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  person  is 
about  to  abscond  the  practice  is,  first,  to  move 
for  a  rule  on  the  party  to  show  cause  why  an 
attachment  for  contempt  should  not  issue,  and 
that  rule  is  served  upon  him,  and  he  is  per- 
mitted to  show  against  the  issuing  of  that  rule 
any  circumstances  which  would  show  that  he 
was  not  in  contempt  If  he  does  not  show 
sufficient  cause,  then  the  rule  is  made  abso- 
lute, and  the  attachment  issues,  and  he  is 
brought  up  and  is  put  upon  his  trial  for  the 
contempt;  but  in  all  courts  that  have  a  due 
regard  for  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  before  an 
attachment  issues  for  contempt  a  rule  against 
the  party  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
attached  is  the  first  measure  that  is  taken,  and 
the  granting  of  that  rule  may  be  resisted  by 
any  evidence  that  is  sufficient.  Now,  a  legis- 
lature certainly  ought  to  be  as  careful  as  a 
court. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  not  the  practice. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  the 
practice  in  legislative  bodies.  We  do  not  issue 
a  rul^,  it  is  very  true ;  but  if  a  court  would  allow 
a  party  to  show  cause  against  the  issuing  of 
the  rule,  as,  for  instance,  that  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed  by  sickness  and  could  not  attend 
according  to  the  process  of  the  court,  and 
therefore  was  not  guilty  of  contempt,  and  that 
would  be  a  good  cause  why  the  rule  should  not 
);o  out,  a  legislative  body  ought  to  be  equally 
liberal  in  receiving  testimony  that  would  show 
that  there  was  no  contempt.  Therefore  it 
seems  to  me  that  my  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania is  begging  the  whole  question.  He  is 
assuming  that  the  man  is  guilty  of  contempt, 
and  that  that  fact  is  found,  whereas  it  is  not  so. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  honestly  for 
information.  Suppose  those  affidavits  are 
false ;  is  there  any  law  to  punish  the  parties 
for  perjury? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  answer  much 
broader  than  that  after  awhile.  In  my  judg- 
ment, there  is  no  law  to  punish  for  perjury  for 
nearly  nine  tenths  of  the  testimony  taken  by 
this  committee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  mean  by  that 
that  the  committee  was  not  authorized  to 
administer  oaths  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  do 
mean.  Although  I  voted  without  knowing 
what  I  was  about  for  the  resolution  in  the 
Saunders  case,  I  mean  to  move  to  reconsider 
it  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  chance  to  do  so ;  for 
I  say  that  upon  any  proper  interpretation  of 
the  resolution  appointing  this  committee  there 
was  no  authority  on  the  part  of  a  sub-committee 
to  take  testimony. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  mean  that  there 
was  no  authority  to  administer  oaths? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  sub-committee  had 
none. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is,  **  Will  the  Senate  allow  this  paper  to  be 
read?'* 

The  que^ion  being  put,  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Chief  Clerk  thereupon  read  the  following 
affidavits : 

South  Carolina.  Union  eountv .' 

Personally  appeared  before  me  David  C.  Gist,  of 
the  county  and  Stater  aforesaid,  who  after  being: 
duly  sworn  deposes  and  snys:  that  on  the  night  of 
the  —  day  of  Julv,  A.  0. 1871,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven  o^clock.  and  while  this  deponent  was 
in  attendaooe  upon  a  Masonic  lodge,  a  person,  whom 
he  supposes  to  have  been  an  official  attached  io  the 
congressional  sob-investigating  committee  which 
bad  been  taking  testimony  at  Union  Court-Hou^e  for 
two  days,  having  first  hod  him  called  out  of  the 
lodge,  read  to  this  deponent  what  purported  to  be  a 


gammons  to  appear  before  said  rab-eommittee  in 
the  city  of  Columbia,  some  sixty-eight  miles  distant, 
on  the  following  day;  that  said  person,  wboMe  name 
is  unknown  to  this  deponent,  refosed  to  deliver  said 
sammons  to  this  deponent ;  that  having  heard  that  he 
was  to  be  examined  by  said  committee  he  h^  at- 
tended at  Union  Court- House  daring  the  time  the 
committee  remained  there,  and  up  to  the  time  the 
sammons  to  appear  at  Colambia  was  read  tA  him  as 
aforesaid,  which  was  on  the  night  preceding  the 
morninil  on  which  the  committee  left  Union  for 
Columbia;  that  Union  Court-House  is  near  to  his 
home,  and  if  examined  he  desired  to  be  examined 
there,  so  that  he  conld  remain  near  his  family,  bis 
wife  being  at  the  time  sick,  and  in  a  condition  in 
which  it  would  have  been  inhuman  in  the  deponent 
to  have  left  her  at  saoh  a  distance  not  to  be  able 
speedily  to  reach  her;  that  this  deponent  was  in- 
lormed,  early  on  the  morning  following  tho  reading 
of  the  summons  as  aforesaid,  by  one  Jeremiah  Lar- 
kinft.  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  postmaster 
at  Union  Court-House^  and  supposed  to  be  in  the 
confidence  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  that  he 
was  present  when  the  subject  of  summoning  this 
deponent  was  spoken  of,  and  that  it  was  then  stated 
that  it  was  not  desired  to  take  the  testimony  of  this 
deponent,  but  that  their  object  was  to  get  this  depo- 
nent to  Columbia  where  he  could  not  be  bailed  oat 
of  jail.  Lorkin  did  not  soy  who  made  this  declara- 
tion, but  gave  this  deponent  to  understand  thatsach 
was  the  object  of  summoning  him  to  Columbia. 
This  deponent  is  not  aware  that  any  other  person 
was  summoned  in  this  county  to  appear  before  the 
committee  in  Columbia. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  was  advised  by  the 
said  Larkin  and  several  of  his  friends  that  be  ought 
not  to  go  to  Columbia. 

This  deponent  declares  that  be  intended  no  dis- 
respect to  the  committee  or  to  Congress. 

D.  C.  GIST. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  the  1st  day  of  October,  1871. 

A.  D.  SPEAEl^ 
Clerk  and  Qjfieial  Matn^rat^ 

South  Carolina,  Union  eountjf  .* 

Personally  appeared  Dr.  A.  W.  Thomson,  of  tha 
county  and  State  aforesaid,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn  deposes  and  says;  that  he  is  the  regular  family 
physician  of  David  0.  Gist,  of  the  same  State  and 
county;  that  at  the  time  the  sab-coma|ittee  of  the 
congressional  investigating  committee,  oonaisting 
of  Messrs.  Van  Trump  and  Stevkxson  of  Ohio,  ana 
Scott  of  Pennsylvania,  were  taking  testimony  at 
this  place,  the  wife  of  the  said  David  C.  Gist  was 
dangerously  sick,  she  was  suffering  from  a  severe 
attack  of  fever,  and  was  at  the  same  time  io  daily 
expectation  of  being  delivered  of  a  child;  that  she 
was  in  this  condition  while  said  sub-committee  was 
at  this  place,  and  when  her  said  husband  was  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  said  subcommittee  in  Co- 
lumbia, and  at  the  time  the  committee  remained  in 
Columbia ;  that  hearing  the  said  David  C.  Gist  would 
be  summoned  be  advised  him  to  go  to  Unionvilie, 
which  is  only  afew  miles  from  his  home.daily  for  a  few 
hours  to  save  bis  wife  the  agitation  that  she  woald 

Crobabl^  undergo  if  he  should  be  summoned  from 
omewith  her  knowledge;  and  that  the  said  Gist 
did  attend  at  Unionville  for  a  few  hours  daily  while 
the  said  committee  wore  there ;  that  said  Gist  was 
summoned  to  appear  in  Columbia  on  the  night  be- 
fore the  committee  departed  for  that  nlnoo. 

A.W.THUMSON. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  Ist October.  1871. 

A.  D.  8PEARS, 
Clerk  and  Official  MagiatroU, 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  ap- 
pointing this  committee.  All  these  witnesses 
were  summoned  to  appear,  not  before  ih*»  com- 
mittee, but  before  a  sub-coramiltee  of  the  com 
mittee.  Now,  nothing  is  better  settled  thau 
that  if  a  b^dy  has  not  jurisdiction  to  examine 
anj  subject,  there  can  be  no  contempt  of  a 
witness  for  failing  to  appear  before  iL  If,  for 
instance,  a  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  a  sub- 
ject at  all,  no  person  can  be  in  contempt  for 
not  obeying  tho  process  of  that  court,  because 
a  court  that  is  without  jurisdiction  is  the  same 
as  no  court  at  all.  The  (question  then  is.  bad 
this  sub-committee  jurisdiction  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  or  even  to  summon 
them  and  require  their  attendance  and  to  take 
their  testimony?  I  say  it  had  not.  I  say  that  the 
resolution  appointing  this  committee  limited 
the  power  to  take  testimony  to  the  committee 
itself,  and  did  not  give  power  to  a  sub-commit- 
tee to  take  any  testimony  whatsoever.  That 
is  to  be  determined  by  the  language  of  the 
resolution. 

Before  reading  it,  let  me  remind  the  Senate 
that  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  within  the 
last  week  about  tho  sanctity  of  persons  and 
papers,  and  bow  injurious  it  would  be  and  how 
contrary  to  tho  principles  of  constitutional 
liberty  it  would  be  if  we  were  to  have  roving 
commissions  to  drag  persons  and  8eart;h  papers 
at  its  pleasure.     Without  subscribing  to  all 
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tliAt  has  been  said  on  that  subject,  I  nubscribe 
to  it  thus  far:  that  whoever  assumes  to  have 
the  power  to  require  the  attendance  of  persons 
and  the  production  of  papers  must  have  a  clear 
right  to  do  BO,  and  mat  every  doubt  is  to  be 
resolved  against  the  jurisdiction.  That  I  hold 
to  be  sound  doctrine.  I  do  hold  that  the  lib- 
ertj  of  an  individual  is  so  sacred,  and  that  the 
sanctity  of  his  papers  is  so  protected  and 
guarded  by  the  Constitution  and  by  the  law, 
that  wherever  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  ri^ht 
to  require  the  attendance  of  the  one  or  the 
production  of  the  other  that  doubt  is  to  be 
resolved  against  the  jurisdiction.  It  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  reiy  on  what  may  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  in  pa^ising  this  resolution. 
That  wHl  not  do.  Whatever  may  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature  in  passiug  an  act,  unless 
the  language  of  that  act  give  efiect  to  that 
intention  the  intention  cannot  have  thateffecr^ 
That  is  familiar  doctrine  with  all  the  lawyers 
here.  There  must  not  only  be  the  intention, 
but  the  intention  must  be  expressed.  You 
find  the  intention  of  the  legislature  in  the  words 
of  its  statutes,  in  the  language  it  has  used,  aud 
unless  that  language  expresses  the  intention, 
however  much  you  may  believe  from  matters 
dehors  the  statute  that  the  legislature  intended 
so  and  so,  you  cannot  give  etl'ect  to  the  alleged 
intention  which  is  not  expressed. 

With  those  rules  in  our  mind  let  ns  look  at 
the  resolution  appointing  this  committee : 

'*  Betolv^  hy  the  Senate  af  the  United  Statee,  (the 
HooBO  of  Representatives  ooncarrins,)  That  a  Joint 
committee,  consistinfr  of  seven  Senators  and  four- 
teen Representatives,  be  appointed,  whose  dutv  it 
shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late 
insarrectionary  States  so  far  as  regards  the  execa- 
tinn  of  the  law«  and  the  safetv  of  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  leave 
to  report  at  any  time  during  the  next  or  any  subse- 
ciuent  session  of  Congress  the  result  of  their  invest- 
igation to  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress,  with 
sueh  recommendations  as  they  may  deem  expedi- 
ent. 

That  is  the  first  clause.  Now,  you  will  ob- 
serve that  there  is  not  in  this  clause  any  power 
whatever  to  send  for  a  person  or  to  require 
the  production  of  a  paper  or  to  administer  an 
oath  to  a  witness ;  and  if,  as  has  been  asserted 
here,  that  power  mnst  be  expressly  given,  it 
csnnot  be  contended  for  a  moment  that  any 
such  power  is  contained  in  the  clause  I  have 
read.  It  is  simply  the  appointment  '^f  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  these  matters  and  to 
report  to  Congress.  What  shows  that  that  was 
not  considered  to  authorize  the  sending  for 
persons  and  papers  is  what  immediately  fol- 
lows : 

**Tbat  said  committee  be  aothoriied  to  employ 
elerkfl  and  stenographers,  to  sit  during  the  recess,  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  administer  oaths, 
and  to  take  testimony.'' 

Who  is  to  do  that?  Who  has  authority 
*'to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  and  take  testimony?''  It  is  *^said 
committee.*'  That  is  all;  and  jrou  might  as 
well  say  that  one  member  of  this  committee 
had  the  authority  as  to  say  that  two  or  three 
had  it.  You  might  as  well  say  that  though 
yonr  Supreme  Court  consists  of  nine  judges, 
one  judge  shall  have  the  powers  that  the  whole 
court  possesses.  No,  sir,  no  one  will  pretend 
that  so  far  there  is  any  authority  given  to  a 
iub-committee  to  take  testimony.  There  is 
nothing  inherent  in  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee which  authorizes  the  appointment  by 
it  of  a  sub  com  mitt  ee  to  do  its  duty.  It  is  a 
fiduciarv  relation  that  the  committee  bears  to 
the  body  that  appoints  it.  It  cannot  devolve 
that  duty  upon  somebody  else;  it  cannot  de- 
volve it  upou  a  portion  ot*  its  members,  much 
loss  opon  three  members  out  of  twenty  one. 

It  has  no  right  to  devolve  it  unless  that  au- 
thority is  given  expressly.  The  power  given  to 
ezaroine  witnesses  is  a  power  given  to  a  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one;  and,  as  we  know,  on  all 
joint  committees  there  must  be  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  each  body  present  to  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  committee.  To  make  a  quorum 
of  that  committee  it  was  required  toat  there 
should  be  four  Senators  present,  and  that  there 


should  be  eight  Representatives  present,  mak- 
ing twelve  necessary  to  constitute  a  auorum  of 
that  commit  tee,  which  was  authorized  **  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  to  administer  oaths 
and  take  testimony.''  Here  was  a  sub-com- 
mittee of  three,  as  I  understand  the  matter, 
undertaking  toexercisetheseduties  which  could 
not  be  exercised  by  less  than  twelve,  and  I  say 
the  com  mittee  had  no  power  to  delegate  to  three 
men  those  functions,  those  faculties,  those 
powers  that  were  devolved  by  Congress  upon 
the  committee,  and  upon  the  committee  alone. 
There  is  a  provision  about  a  sub-committee, 
and  I  am  coming  to  it.  This  sub  committee 
provision  strengthens  my  argument,  because 
there  is  not  one  word  in  it  in  regard  to  sub- 
committees that  authorizes  a  sub-committee 
to  summon  any  witness  or  to  take  any  testi- 
mony.    I  will  read  it  now  all  in  connection : 

*'  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  employ 
clerks  and  stenographers,  to  sit  during  the  recess, 
to  send  for  peri*uns  and  papers,  to  administer  oaths, 
and  take  testimony."  ^ 

That  is  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution, 
and  then  comes  the  third  clause  of  the  resolu- 
tion: 

"And  to  visit  at  their  diseretion,  throngfh  sab- 
committees,  any  portions  of  said  States  durmg  the 
recess  of  Oongress." 

That  is  all.  And  now,  what  shows  at  once 
how  the  thing  is,  is  this — I  beg  the  attention 
of  the  lawyers  of  this  body  to  it 

Mr.  SCOTT.  May  I  ask  my  friend  at  that 
point  for  what  purpose  they  were  to  visit  the 
southern  States? 

Mr.THUEMAN.  To  enjoy  the  hospitalities 
of  the  South,  and  to  see  for  themselves. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Not  to  carry  out  the  previous 
direction  of  the  resolution? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  at  all.  This  com- 
mittee had  precisely  the  same  powers  while 
Congress  was  in  session  that  it  had  during  the 
recess.  Will  any  man  deny  that?  It  ia  author- 
ized to  sit  during  the  session  of  Congress,  and 
it  is  authorized  to  sit  during  the  recess.  It 
had  precisely  the  same  power  during  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress  that  it  nad  during  the  recess 
of  Congress;  and  now  I  ask  my  friend  to 
point  to  me  one  word  in  this  resolution  that 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  sub- commit- 
tee during  the  session  of  Congress.  There  is 
no  such  word  in  it.  It  is  only  a  power  to 
appoint  a  sub-committee  to  visit  the  South 
during  the  recess.  That  is  all  of  it.  If  a  sub- 
committee could  be  appointed  with  power  to 
summou  witnesses,  to  compel  their  attend- 
ance, and  to  take  testimony  during  the  recess, 
it  could  do  it  during  the  session  of  Congress ; 
and  no  snch  power  was  given  to  it  at  all.  The 
power  of  the  committee  is  therefore  Hmited  in 
that  respect,  and  the  right  to  visit  the  South 
by  sub-committees  is  simply  a  right  to  send 
gentlemen  down  South  who  might  see  with 
their  own  eyes  the  situation  of  the  country 
and  acquire  such  information  as  they  could 
get  with  their  own  ears,  and  not  to  summon 
witnesses  and  not  to  take  testimony. 

Why,  sir,  it  has  not  been  a  very  extraordin- 
ary thing  to  send  out  committees  without  power 
to  take  testimony,  that  they  may  see  with  their 
own  eyes  what  is  the  condition  of  affairs.  You 
send  a  jury  out  to  visit  the  premises  very  often 
in  an  action  of  ejectment ;  in  a  trial  for  mur- 
der you  send  the  jury  to  the  place  where  the 
homicide  was  committed  to  take  a  view :  you 
do  it  in  a  dozen  cases.  In  the  case  of  almost 
every  nuisance  that  is  tried  you  send  the  jury 
to  see.  They  take  no  testimony ;  they  bear 
no  witness ;  they  simply  use  their  eyes ;  and 
so  these  gentlemen  might  be  sent  to  the  South 
to  see  for  themselves  whether  it  were  true  that 
that  country  was  in  a  condition  that  required 
martial  law  to  be  proclaimed.  Sir,  if  that  coun- 
try was  in  a  state  of  insurrection  that  required 
martial  law  to  be  proclaimed  and  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  to  be  suspended,  if  that  was  its 
condition,  it  required  no  testimony  to  prove  it. 
The  gentlemen  who  went  down  there  would 
see  it  with  their  own  eyes;  they  would  hear  it 
with  their  own  ears ;  it  re^u}re4  uo  proeess  to 


call  up  reluctant  witnesses.  Congress  thought 
fit  to  say  **You  may  go  down  andsee  with  your 
own  eyes;  you  may  examine  witnesses  here 
during  the  session  of  Congress  ;  you  may  ex- 
amine witnesses  during  the  recess  ;  and  you 
may  see  whether  they  have  told  the  truth  when 
they  have  described  the  condition  of  affairs 
down  there,  by  sending  some  of  your  own 
members  to  look  at  the  very  ground  which 
they  say  is  occupied  by  a  revolution  or  an  in- 
surrection. ' '  That  is  what  Congress  has  stated ; 
but  I  do  not  care  what  Congress  meant.  The 
thing  is  that  the  meaning  of  Congress  must  be 
expressed  before  you  can  give-  it  effect,  and 
there  is  not  one  single  word  in  this  resolution 
that  authorizes  a  subcommittee  to  take  testi- 
mony at  all. 

I  shall  therefore  feel  bound,  when  I  can  get 
the  floor,  and  this  matter  is  disposed  of,  to 
move  to  reconsider  the  resolution  in  the  other 
case,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
this  resolution  upon  this  ground.  I  was  not 
here  when  this  question  came  up  before.  This 
is  the  first  time  that  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  it  I  know  nothing  of  any  one  of 
these  individuals.  They  may  be  the  worst  men 
in  the  world  for  aught  that  1  know.  They  may 
be  engaged  in  the  worst  cause.  I  have  con- 
demned this  Ku  Klux  business  again  and  again 
in  this  Senate  as  strongly  as  anybody  can  con- 
demn it,  but  that  is  not  the  question  here.  The 
question  here  is  simply  one  of  law — what  is  the 

fower  that  you  conferred  on  this  committee? 
f  you  did  not  confer  on  them  the  power  to 
appoint  sub-committees  to  roam  over  the  coun- 
try and  take  testimony,  then  these  sub- com- 
mittees have  no  jurisdiction  for  any  such  pur- 
pose, and  nobody  can  be  condemned  for  dis- 
obeying their  process. 

Mr.  POMBROY.  The  Senate  has  worked 
hard  for  a  day  or  two  past.  I  move  that  we 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, after  which  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
adjourn.  This  matter  must  go  over  until  to- 
morrow, I  suppose. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  my  honorable 
friend  would  withdraw  that  motion  one  mo- 
ment to  allow  mo  to  make  a  suggestion  to  him. 
A  special  order  has  been  made  for  one  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    What  was  that? 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  While  my  honorable 
friend  from  Vermont  was  out,  at  the  request 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  I 
understand,  the  amnesty  bill,  so  called,  was 
made  the  special  order  for  to- morrow  at  one 
o'clock.  We  have  already  fixed  Thursday  as 
the  day  on  which  the  recess  is  to  begin,  and  I 
wish  to  suggest  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kansas  that  this  resolution  now  pending,  if  it 
is  ever  to  be  disposed  of,  should  be  disposed 
of  at  once,  and  not  allowed  to  drift  so  as  to 
consume  not  only  the  time  that  is  to  elapse 
between  now  and  the  beginning  of  the  vacation, 
but  to  return  to  plague  us  after  the  holidays : 
and  I  submit  to  all  Senators  that  a  number  ot 
occurrences  have  admonished  us  of  the  pro- 
priety of  beginning  pretty  soon  something  of 
substance  in  which  we  are  in  earnest.  Cer- 
tainly there  is  enough  to  begin  upou. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  we  shall  not  be 
likely  to  dispose  of  this  question  to-day.  If  I 
thought  the  Senate  were  ready  for  a  vote  I 
would  not  insist  upon  my  motion ;  but  I  am 
confident  that  there  are  other  Senators  who 
desire  to  address  the  Senate,  and  as  there  will 
be  hardly  time  for  much  of  an  executive  ses- 
sion unless  we  proceed  to  it  now,  I  renew  the 
motion  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw the  motion.  I  think  we  can  secure  a  vote 
on  this  matter  before  very  long,  and  I  wish  to 
get  it  out  of  the  way  of  other  business.  I  agree 
very  much  with  the  Senator  from  New  York. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  Senator  has  anv 
knowledge  that  we  can  come  to  a  vote,  I  will 
not  stand  in  the  way.  I  am  always  ready  for 
a  vote. 
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Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  we  thall,  and  I  do  not 
desire  toniorroir  to  be  in  the  Dosiiion  of  hav- 
ing to  anlagonize  ihia  resolution  with  the  bill 
which  ihe  Senator  froni  South  Cttrolin*  is 
dcBiroua  of  Retting  np. 

Mr.  POMBKOY.  That  will  not  interrere 
with  me.     1  am   rather  desirous   of  sntago- 

""m"?  THU'bMAN.  1  move  to  reconsider  the 
other  reeolution. 

riie  PUESIDINO  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
THOM-  ID  the  chair.)  That  motion  will  be 
entered.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senaiorrrom  Kaosaa,  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  buEiness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  toj  there  being  oo  a 
division— ajes  23,  noes  IG. 

EXBCOTITK  SKSBIOH, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business.  After  sixteen  minutes 
■pent  in  executive  session  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  (at  three  o'clock  and  forty 
minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuESD*T.  Dteember  19,  1871. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.    Prayer 

bj  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  Q,  Bdtleb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal    of   yeslerda;   was   read  and 

MK83»OE  FROM  TUE  SENATB. 

A  mesvnge  from  the  Seuate  was  communi- 
cated to  the  House  b;  Mr.  Siufsox,  one  of 
itii  clerks,  announcing  that  the  Senate  had 
passed,  with  amendments,  in  which  the  con 
currcncH  ufibe  House  whs  requested,  a  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65)  relating  to  the  lim- 
itation of  sieaoi  pressure  on  towingaud  freight 
boats  ou  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  trihuta- 

BUEPZNSIOH  or  NITIONIL  BANKS 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  bynnaDi- 
mous  consent,  reported  from  Ihe  Commiltee 
on  Banking  and  Currency  the  fo<lowinf[  res- 
olution; which  was  read,  considered,  and 
adopted ; 

Rtiolted.  That  the  CqninlttM  on  BaDklut  Bud 
CurrsDcy  bs  Instructed  la  elsmine  inlo  Clie  oauaeB 

caDdd/r'fuDy'^ifdkio°n°n?ltsitUl'innis*nTCCMan'tD 


Mr.  CONGER,  bj  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  preamble  and  resolution  ; 
which  were  read,  conaidered,  and  adopted: 
IVbcrtos  il  l>  Bltesl^d  (hat  nbstrui^tinns  hare  bsen 


lir  judsiDsnt.  aoV 
reaI•i■'|^d  lo  cHecl 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Senate  hns  relumed 
to  the  Housp  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65J 
relating  to  the  limitation  of  steam  pressure  on 
towing  and  freight  boats  on  the  Mississippi 
river  and  its  tributaries,  wiih  amendmenls 
changing  it  to  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  773.) 

Mr.  CONGEit.  I  ask  unanimous  eoasenl 
to  have  IhoBe  amendments  concurred  in. 

No  objection  being  make,  the  amendraonta 
were  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  con- 

The  SPEAKER.  Members  will  observe 
that  the  Senate  is  very  stringent  in  exacting 
that  legixlaiion  shall  be  id  the  form  of  bills 
and  notjointresolutions. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  DUELL,  by  unanimoat  consent,  pre- 
HQled  the  memorial  of  the  Salt  Company  of 


Onondaga,  the  Sasinaw  mad  Bay  Salt  Comp«iiy 

and  the  Ohio  River  Salt  Company,  in  relation 
to  the  duly  on  salt ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  to  be  printed  in  full  in  the  Daily 
Globe. 
The  foUowing  js  the  memorial  referred  to : 

Til  tin  Satatt  surf  Owh  <)f  Re^ttMatioa 

ofllu  UiaUdBMtl! 

Tonr  msmorUluls,  theSaltCompuirafOnoDdu*, 
Ihe  ijuinaw  and  Bay  Salt  Companr,  and  tha  Ohio 
River  Salt  Company  retpeotrullr,  ■how  :  That  in- 
formation hai  rsKhcd  chtm  to  Iha  girMt  tbataintn- 

have  rECeolly  been  pat  into  oirculation  for  the  par- 
oriome  eudden  andvialanCahanca  jo  the  doty  oa 
Imported  tall.  TbuestatoDiaata  arspat  forth  la  tha 
furm  of  a  pTioted  circular,  iuued  I^m  the  sail  im- 
PortioK  house*  in  Bost '  -—  -^ ■-—  •^o 

"q™ith'Bf™E'peiil  id 

to  Condtoss.    Tour  mr  id 


pruenu  a  liiaua  of  fable  quite  ai  el 

,    That  the  preaeut  tarilToi 


araaao  or  read  of.    Itsc 


inbleitheeoitor  salt 

"MUWrshed  inTsiw.  whish'lt  ijrect."y''tighl?BO 

SuoWli^DB  in  th"6VBw  York  markel.  iTwin'b!  eaen 
that  Ibia  duty  does  not  oicaed  IwanlT-flTO  to  thirty 
per  CBUl.  upoD  the  averaie  price  and  value  of  the 
SilTerenl  kiadi  of  foreign  silt  in  that  market;  and 
ae  to  tha  revenue  reneived  by  the  Qoveromant  froia 
that  Bource.  we  bei  to  itate  that  nuder  a  free  trade 
tariff,  u  it  was  in  1660.  equal  to  about  one  and  odo- 
hnircenUperbuabel.  the  duties  amounted  to  only 
izl4.00U  on  aa  luponatioo  of  aboni  fonrteau  mmion 
buibol*  nonually :  wherea*.  under  the  tariff  ai  It  dow 
ia,  Ihe  revenue  upon  an  annual  importation  of  only 

anda  million  aad  a  halfdollaia.  bains  more  than 

Secondly, -The  cirenlar  aToreaaid  tUta  that  "  the 
people  par  to  the  salt  monopolintitlD.OOO.aOO  per  aa- 
num.  iooreaaed  eoat  ofialt  eaDaed  by  the  outraaeoai 
duly  upon  that  artiole."  Thii  ilaCement  (urpaMM 
anylbini  Id  the  Talee  of  Ihe  Genii,  or  tha  Arabian 
NishlaBnterlaiDmentji.  The  price  ofdnmeatic  lalt 
lo-dar  in  all  tbe  markela  of  t^e  oountry,  deduotios 
thaaclualooatofbarrelorpackase.oflraaeportatioo. 

Ci'iy  pfoduoed  in'ths  IJDttod  StaCas  do«'na'tlDaaB( 

Mid'Mll'mSn'p'u'liJtiTeoo'iSD  "  ij  IbSISm  o'l'**.- 
eoO.OOOfor  manafaeturint  all  the  domeatie  salt  annu- 
al lyeontamoliD  thiaBOQnti7.   From  tbiiitatament. 

ilwnibe?MnthK'the  whole *l)M?le'D'f"h?TfnUiS 
Stales  pay  for  tb*  aetuat  manursetnrs  of  AmerieaD 
tall  eonaumad  by  tham  leaa  than  aaehalf  of  Uieeum 
which  the  circular  afcreaaid  uaaures  them  that  they 
PRj  fur  iho  mere  increase  of  coat  rroduoed  by  the 
tariff  alone.  We  he|  leave  to  utd  that  Ibe  price  of 
OUT  salt  evervwfaere  ia  not  at  all  in  exoen  of  the 
actual  coBi  of  produotion.  if  we  iaolude  in  luob  coat 


locnments  wbiota  we  ahell  forward  wiihoat  delar, 
ind  which  will  exhibit  all  tha  faou  oooaectcd  with 
hia  biaQcb  of  indutt>7,and  will  preaeat  the  aut- 

luKht  Id  influenea  the  action  of  Confraas. 
Dated  Das  amber  15, 187]. 

GEO.  F.  COMSTOCK, 

Prmident  Sail  Qmpany  of  Onondaga. 

V.  B.  HORTON, 

Pmidnl  Ohio  Mntr  Sail  Oamnaitt. 

H.  U.  FIlZaUGH. 

PraidaU  Saeiaav  atd  J3bv  Sail  Qnw». 

The  annesad  isa  copy  of  the  drcalar  referred 
a  in  the  foregoing  mwDorial : 

Bdbtor.  iToHn&ffl-  T. 

Diia&iB!  Thepreaent  dntyof  two  hundred 
--■      -  --"  '-  -  ireat  wroof,  for  tbi 


luhleiL      .... 
leOniledSi 


of  tbli 
wilhou 


rabyni 


ts 


haodi  of  til*  (alt 

'eoalof 

Gnited 


moDopo  litis  tlO.UOp.OOO 

•1,2IXI,COO  revenue  from  this  artial*. 
A  strona  e^rt  ii  baiiii  made  tt>  proeaia  a  riftal 


ottbiiobnoilMutaz,  aadyoi _  ..  _  _. 

Ideate  do  the  needful,  and  return  by  mail  to  aa 
addren.  In  time  to  be  presented  in  Conrreas  early 
in  Deoember. 
VeiT  rHpeotfoU;. 

QEORQE  E.  DOWNES. 
Immaner  nurf  DmUr  •<•  Aali. 
2IXSlaUitrttlaiut23a 


Mr.  ELDRIDOE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resnlution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted: 

~      ~   !if.  That  IheBicretary  of  State  be  requfaled 


the  I 


ared  by  tb 


belher  the  • 

sutof  the  I 

joaal  of  arhilratiu 
id  if  eo,  in  what  Ian 
inderwhat  rwlricti 


printed:  alao  to  famish  a  particular  aoeoant  of 
Ihe  dispDsllion  of  each  copy  ibat  has  been  diatrib- 
Ementaftho  exact  namberofeopiei 


Hr.  ELDRIDGE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
rote  by  which  the  reiolu^on  was  adopted  ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LOOSflS  ABBIAL  TBLBaBAPU  COUPaKT. 

Mr.  BINGHAM,  bv  nnanimoui  conaeot, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.^  R.  No.  772)  lo  incorpo- 
rale  the  Loomis  Aerial  Telegraph  Compiuij; 
which  was  read  ia  first  and  second  time. 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  tefcrrsd  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

UWSAOB  FROH  TUB  PBK8IDBNT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Portkh,  bis  Privnte  Secretary, 
who  also  informed  the  Houfs  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  approved  and  signed  a  bill  of  the 
following  title: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  602)  to  provide  for  a 
deficiency  ia  the  appropriation  for  ihe  expense 
of  taking  the  ninth  census  of  the  (Jnited  States- 

aUBNDUENT  or   tBNBtON   LAWS. 

Mr.  TOORUEES.  I  ask  unanimons  con 
sent  to  offer  the  following  resolution; 

Btnletd,  That  the  Commilleo  on  RcvolatianaiT 
Pensions  and  theWnrof  lfil2  be  inslmctedto  report 
a  bill  10  amendini  the  act  of  Contress  of  February 
It.lSn,  rraotinx  penaions  to  the  •urvivins  loldien 
of  the  war  of  1812  between  tha  United  Stain  and 
Great  Britain,  ai  to  include  and  place  on  tbe  peo- 
aion-mlla  all  persons  nowiurviTinB  who  screed  al 
any  time  in  thaarmiea  of  Ihe  Unilel  States  fmm  tha 
Snt  broaking  out  of  hoatililies  In  the  eloa*  tbereof 
in  Ihe  war  known  aa  Ihe  war  of  ]S12.  and  darini  tha 
Indian  wan  commencing  with  the  batile  of  Ti^po- 

and  further,  that  tbe  said  committee  b«  in strueted  In 
report  a  bill  eitendinc  tbe  proiiiiooa  of  tbe  ael  ol 
February  14. 1S71.  so  as  to  give  nenaioul  lo  all  the 
widows  of  nil  persons  who  serfEdia  thenar  of  181Z 

battle  of  Tippeeanoe.  do  mailer  whether  iheirmai- 
riacea  took  place  before  or  duriuK  or  after  aaid  war 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  suggest  to  the  gentlemaa 
whether  he  would  not  be  satisfied  to  have  the 
committee  inquire  simply  into  the  ezpadieoey 
of  the  measure  proposed,  without  a  positive 
instruction  ? 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the 
House  were  acquaiuted  *ith  the  circa mstaneea 
it  would  adopt  the  resolution  in  ile  preseol 
form.  The  survivors  of  the  battle  of- Tippe- 
canoe are  not  included  in  any  law  on  the  aob- 
ject  of  penaioDB  at  this  time.  If,  however,  tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachnaetts  [Mr.  Dawcs] 
insist*  upon  the  resolution  being  modified  in 
the  manner  he  euggeata,  I  will  w;cept  the  modi- 
fioation. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  do  not 
«ppose  tbe  proposition  ;  bnt  I  know  thai  the 
committee  have  under  ooiksi deration  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  peoeioo  laws  so  as  to  ceadi  those 
inoluded. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr,  ToDRHBBs]  modiCes  his  reeolutioo 
■o  a*  to  direct  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill,  instead  of 
inatmoting  them  peremptorily. 


1871. 
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Mr.  WILLARD.  L«t  me  aav  that  there  kre 
now  before  the  committee  billB  coreriog  the 
maia  subject  of  this  rejolatioo. 

The  reBolutioD,  as  modiGed,  was  agreed  U>. 

HKDaUPTION  OF    FIVe-TWRNTV    BONDS. 

Mr.  FERR7,  of  Kew  York^  Ij  unanimouB 
eonieut,  submitted  the  fulloving  reaotutioa; 
which  was  rend,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

AcMicvd  Ih&t  tke  Se<r<Ury  of  the  Treuury  ba 
requetted  to  inform  this  body  what  Bmoaol,  if  anf , 
hubesD  redeamed.or  the  KD.OOO.IlOOof  flTc^weatr 

will  gawc  od  and  aCUr  tba  Tth  day  of  MaiBU  noit. 

UAIL  KODTU. 

Mr.  WELLS,  b:r  unanimous  consent,  sub- 

milled  the  following  reBoIution;   which    was 

read,  considered,  and  agreed  to  ; 

Ittnlptd.  That  the PoitmaiilerOiin<ralbedi,r»ot(^ 


ibsUooaa  with  i 

'     SUtas  of  Toia*.  ArltaniM.aod  OraroD , 
., Cotonido.uliili. 


it  of  New 


road  and  Etoam- 
.innuotforwhiTh 


thePoaLmnaUTOeDcnilorlEiDally  adv .  _ 

the  amoaDt  of  oomiieDaBtiaa  paid  for  Ihs  oriainal 
MrTiee,aDd  the  aiuouDt  of  oaoipcnsacioo  puid  tor 
the  iDoreaied  aerrlDei  and  alio,  tha  namos  of  the 
eoDtntotor  or  eoolraotora  on  laid  touIbi. 

JtUiiNDUSNT  OF  POSTAL  LAWS. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  1  aslc  consent  to 
report  back  from  the  Commillee  on  the  Post 
Oifice  and  Posi  Roods  a  very  important  bill 
which  the_  inierESt  of  tlie  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment require  should  he  pa.saed  before  the  Ist 
of  Janaary.  It  is  deeiaiied  to  do  away  with 
what  is  called  "straw  bidding" — to  prevent 
fnadd  in  the  bidding  for  tfae  carrying  of  the 
mails.  Ibavuheen  directed  bf  the  committee 
to  report  a  auhstitule  for  two  bills.  Tbe  sub- 
sluie«  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  use  of  |)0sUl 
cards  has  l^eeu  appended  to  another  bill  iu  the 


form   of  a 


;   but  thiii  I  shall  n 


press  ir  members  of  the  Buuee  object.  The 
other  measure.  I  am  sure,  no  member  will  ob 
ject  to  when  it  hsa  been  explained.  The  two 
bills  for  which  the  committee  desire  to  report  a 
substitute  are  the  bill  (U.  K.  No.  609)  relating 
to  proposals  and  contracts  fur  the  Iransporta- 
tioD  of  the  mails,  and  fur  other  purposes,  and 
tb«  bill  (U.  H.  No.  450)  authorizing  the  Post- 
master Oeoeral  to  issue  one  ceut  correspond- 

The  SPEAKER.     The  sobstitatc  which,  if 
there  ha  no  objectiou,  will  be  considered  at 


lal  bill,  ■ 


ill  ba  read  for  iaformaiion. 


I  aide  rati  01 

The  substitute  was  read. 

It  provides  in  the  first  section  that  any  per- 
son or  persona  bidding  for  traospurtatlon  of 
the  mails  upon  any  route  which  may  be  adver- 
tised to  be  let,  and  receiving  uu  award  of  the 
contract  for  snch  service,  who  shall  willfully 
refuse  or  fail  to  enter  itito  a  contract  with  the 
Postmaster  Oeueral  in  doe  form,  and  perform 
the  service  described  in  his  or  their  bid  or 
proposal,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  on  conviction  thereof  be  punished 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  SC.OOO  and  by  imprid- 
oament  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve  naontbs. 

The  second  section  provides  that  ito  bidder 
for  cftrtyingthe  mails  snail  be  released  froio  his 
obligation  under  his  bid  or  proposal,  noiwith- 
standiug  an  award  made  to  a  lower  bidder, 
nolil  a  canlract  for  tJie  designaied  service 
■hall  have  been  daly  signedhy  such  lower  bid- 
der and  aocepted. 

The  third  section  provides  that  the  PosC- 
maaler  General  shall  have  power  to  reject  bids 
fcr  moil  serrice  which  shall  appear  to  him, 
■pao  due  ioTestigation,  to  be  fraudulent  or 
fiolitioDS ;  in  all  which  caoes  he  shall  report 
the  facta  to  Congress. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  afler  a  reg- 
olar  bidder  or  contractor  shall  have  failed 
dthcr  to  enlerintocontroctor  bo  fulfill  his  con- 
tram  when  made  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
proceed  to  contract,  oa  the  best  obtainable 
len^  with  00/  lesponsible  pai^,  wbatlier 


a  bidder  or  not,  for  the  pei 
service   for  the  residue  of  tl 
or  any  part  thereof. 
The  fifth  section  provides  that  the  provisioit 

of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  S, 
16T1,  requiring  certified  cheeks  or  dnilU  to 
accompanj  bids  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  in  case  of 
the  sickness  or  onavoidahla  absence  from  his 
office  of  (he  postmaster  of  any  money-order 
post  office  he  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Postmaster  General  authorize  the  chief  clerk, 
or  some  other  clerk  employed  therein,  to  act 
iu  bin  ptuce,  and  to  discharge  alt  the  duties 
required  by  Ian  of  such  postmaster ;  provided 
that  the  official  bond  given  by  (he  principal 
of  the  office  shall  be  held  to  cover  and  applj 
to  the  acts  of  the  person  appointed  to  act  in 
his  place  in  snch  cases;  and  provided  further 
that  such  actlnK  officer  shall,  for  the  lime 
b«lng,  he  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  and  pen- 
allies  prescribed  by  law  for  the  official  mis- 
conduct, in  like  c^ses,  of  the  postma«ter  for 
whom  he  shall  act. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  the  post- 
master of  every  city  where  branch  post  olEcea 
or  stations  are  evlablished  and  in  operation, 
subicct  to  bis  Buperviaion,  is  hereby  authorized, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
to  issue,  or  to  cause  to  be  issued,  by  any  of 
bU  assistants  or  clerks  in  charge  of  branch 
post  offices  or  stations,  postal  money-orders 
payable  at  his  own  or  at  any  other  Qiouey' order 
office,  or  at  any  branch  post  office  or  station 
of  bis  own,  or  of  ouy  other  tnoucyorder  office, 
as  the  remitters  thereof  may  direct;  and  that 
the  postmaster  and  his  sureties  shall  in  ever; 
caao  be  held  accountable  upon  his  official  bond 
for  all  moneys  received  by  him  or  his  desig- 
nated assistants  or  cleika  in  charge  of  stations 
from  the  iaaue  of  money-orders  under  the  pro- 
visiuns  of  this  act,  and  for  all  moneys  which 
may  come  into  his  or  their  bauds,  or  be  placed 
in  bis  or  their  custody  bj  reason  of  the  trans- 
action by  them  of  money  order  business.  And 
all  the  proviaious  of  law  now  iu  force  respect- 
ing the  iasueund  the  payment  of  money -orders 
and  the  disposal  of  money-order  funds  in  the 
custody  of  postmasters  shall  apply  to  all 
money -orders  issued  under  the  authority  given 
by  this  ac'.,  and  to  all  moneys  received  trout 
the  issue  thereof. 

The  eighth  section  provides  that  the  Post- 
master General  19  hereby  autborized  to  cause 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  for  tbe  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  ihe  net  proceeds  of  the 
money-order  business,  and  that  the  receipts 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  derived  from 
this  source,  duriug  each  quarter,  shall  be 
entered  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  fortha 
Post  Office  Department  iu  the  accounts  of 
said  Department,  under  the  head  of  "Revenue 
from  money-order  business." 

The  ninth  section  provides  that  to  facilitate 
correspondence  and  provide  for  the  trausinis- 
ston  in  tbe  mails  of  messages  or  other  short 
communications  at  a  reduced  rale  of  poslSLge 
the  Postmaster  General  ba,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  directed  to  furnish  to  the  public, 
at  a  cost  of  one  ceut  each,  inoludinH;  postage, 
"correspondence"  or  "post  cards,"  monufac 
tured  of  good  stiff  paper,  with  postal  stamps 
embossed  or  impressed  thereon,  of  such  form 
and  size  as  he  shall  deem  best  adapted  for 
general  usei  which  cards  »hall  be  used  aodei 
regulations  to  be  pretoiibcdby  tfae  Postmaster 
General. 

Mr.  NIBLACS.    I  rise  to  •  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Ii  there  option  lo  con- 
sidering this  bill  DOw-1 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.     1  ol^ect. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTS.  li'  the  otoection  is 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  bill,  I  will  withdraw 
all  except  the  provisions  in  reference  to  the 
fraudulent  proposals  for  oarryiogof  ihi 

Mr.  eALDEMAN.    I  olyeot  to  the 
teciioD. 


olyeot  to  the  fourth 


Mr.  FAENSff  ORTH.  It  u  very  important 
we  should  act  on  ibis  bill  at  once.  The  gen- 
tlemoD  can  moke  his  moUon  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  Let  the  bill  be  priitled 
and  go  over.  Yon  cannot  get  it  through  iu 
this  waj-      ■ 

Ur.  FARNSWORTH.  To  let  it  go  over 
only  defeats  the  object  of  tbe  bill.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  have  it  in  operation  by  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary,  and  it  will  save  the  Government  mou/ 
thousand  dollars. 

Ur.  NIBLACK.  There  is  too  krge  a  cat 
in  this  meal  to  allow  it  to  go  through  in  dils 
way.    I  ol^ecL 

0O8TOi(-H0nBB    ANB  NAVT-YARD,  N»W  YORK. 
Mr.  KINSELLA.  I  ask  nnanimous  conseiit 
to  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Rfolwd.  That  the  Committee  on  Publie  Bipnd- 
11'—  ■■-  -''-■itod  10  lnv-!,lleaie  anS  rfporl  th  thU 
H  labor  or  persom,  if  anj,  tnft^ed  as 

el  n.  to..  Br  lor  any  othtr  pu roan  or 

I'  wy-yard'  1>i'^^^M^d"%%^  Ym^. 

in  irooadinit  tbe  late  clectiiio  in  the  Btale 

SI  in  loos  they  wpra  rolainud  in  tho"«r- 

Ti jvernment.  and  from  vthnt  fund  Iher 

Mr.  SPEBR,  of  Georgia.     I  object. 
TFAQES  AND  aOUKS  or  LABOB. 

Mr.  HOAR.     I  demand  the  regular  order.    - 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  morning  hour  begins  at  five 
minutes  past  one  o'clock,  and  the  House  re- 
sumes consideration  of  the  bill  ( H.  R.  No.  374) 
roporied  by  the  gentleman  from  Massocbueetta 
[Mr.  Hoar]  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  commissiou  on  the  sulyect  of  the  wages 
and  hours  of  labor  and  the  division  of  profits 
between  labor  and  capital  in  the  United  States. 
Thegentlemfin  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  HdahJ 
has  ten  minutes  of  his  hour  remaining. 

Mf.  BOAR.  I  yield  the  remainder  of  my 
hour  to  the  cbairmau  of  the  committee,  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi.  [Mr.  Pesce.] 

Mr.  PKKCE.  Before  submitting  an;  re- 
marks, I  offer  the  following  araendmenti  ^ 
_  Intert  inieotion  one,  linefivo,  in«teadofthewordi 
■     ■    ■  '  ■■  "ire  jolely,  Witt      ■  "    ■ 


-  and  OB 


inveatisatlon." 

This  amendmetit,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  intended 
to  cover  the  amendment  of  tliegentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  [Mr,  Banks,]  and  also  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  EiLLiKOSR.]  But  I  desire  before 
I  proceed  further  to  make  some  arrangement, 
if  possible,  with  the  other  side  of  the  House 
in  regard  to  the  conducting  of  the  debate  upon 
this  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  to  auk  the  nm. 
tleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Peeicb]  if  he 
will  allow  me  now  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the 
bill? 

Ur.  PERCE.  If  the  gendeman  will  wait  a 
moment,  I  will  propose  something  which  I 
hope  will  meet  his  views.  I  propose,  as  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  will  have  occupied 
one  hour  of  the  time,  after  I  have  concluded 
my  remarks  then  to  yield  an  hour  to  the  other 
side  of  tbe  House,  to  be  distributed  as  to  ilie 
gentlemen  on  the  committee  from  that  aide  of 
the  House  may  seem  best.  And  in  that  time 
any  amendments  that  are  desired  lo  be  offered 
can  be  offered  by  gentlemen  on  that  side.  I 
propose  then,  with  the  consent  of  the  other 
side,  to  call  tbe  previous  question,  and  oAer 
the  previous  question  is  seconded  we  propose, 
with  the  consent  of  the  other  fide.  U>  divide 
the  hour  given  us  with  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  BO  that  the  debate  ma;*  be  entirely 
equal,  and  that  the  bill  may  be  disposed  of  to- 
day. I  make  tbat  proposition,  and  desire  to 
know  if  it  meets  the  views  of  gentlemen  on 
tbe  other  side. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  a  very  coupre- 
hetisive  question  which  is  involved  iu  this  Dill, 
and  it  ought  to  be  debated.  Tbe  door  ought 
not,  it  saenu  to  me,  to  be  nddenly  ckised 
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against  discussion.  I  do  not  desire  to  procras- 
tinate, but  I  do  think  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  have  ample  time  to  discuss  the  propo- 
sition submitted  to  us. 

Mr.  HOA.R.  Of  c6urse  it  is  within  the 
power  of  the  gentleman  to  object. ,  But  will  he 
suggest  some  lime  when  he  thinks  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  him  and  those  who  think  with  him 
to  close  the  debate? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  say  that,  so  &r  as 
I  am  mjself  concerned,  it  will  take  a  very 
short  time  to  express  mj  views.  I  desire  to 
offer  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  which  I  think 
will  probably  meet  the  approbation  of  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I  hope 
of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
also.  I  do  not  suppose  it  will  take  me  half  an 
bonr  to  submit  the  remarks  which  I  desire  to 
offer. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  see  no  objection  to  the 
ofi^ering  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  under  the  prop- 
osition I  made.  It  would  give  an  entire  hour 
to  that  side  of  the  House,  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman would  be  at  liberty  to  offer  his  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  majr  not  be  able  to 
get  the  floor  then,  and  1  ask  the  gentleman 
to  allow  me  to  offer  the  amendment  now.    • 

Mr.  PERCE.     I  will  not  object  to  it  afier 
'  we  have  made  an  arrangement  with  regard  to 
conductintr  the  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Perce]  proposes  that  after  the 
side  of  the  House  not  represented  by  himself 
shall  have  occupied  one  hour,  he  will  then  call 
the  previous  question  and  divide  equally  the 
hour  to  which  he  will  then  be  entitled  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  S  rORM.  I  cannot  agree  to  an  arrange- 
ment of  that  sort  as  binding  on  the  genilemeu 
on  this  Mde  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.     If  no  arrangement  can  be 

made  by  unanimous  consent,  it  will  of  course 

be  open  to  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of 

the  bill  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  how 

^ong  the  debate  shall  continue. 

Mr.  STORM.  1  should  like  to  accommo- 
date the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  But  I 
think  the  |^entlem«>n  on  this  side  of  the  House 
desire  to  discuss  ihe  question  more  fully  than 
can  be  done  in  one  hour. 

Mr.  PERCE.  Will  the  gentlemen  on  that 
side  then  be  kind  enough  to  indicate  an  hour 
wh<'n  they  would  be  willing  the  debate  should 
close  ? 

Mr.  STORM.  I  cannot  state  an  hour.  My 
proposition  would  rather  be  to  fix  the  day  for 
closing  the  debate. 

Mr.  PERCE.  According  to  my  proposition, 
the  debate  would  be  closed  at  three  o'clock 
to-day. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The gpntleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Perce]  talks  of  ^^this  side" 
and  *'  the  other  side,"  as  if  tiiis  question  were 
to  divide  the  House  as  a  party  question,  as  if 
all  Kepublicaus  were  to  be  on  one  side  and  all 
Democrats  on  the  other.  I  do  not  understand 
that  a  man  is  not  to  be  considered  a  Rt;pub- 
lican  who  does  not  favor  this  measure. 

Mr.  DAVVES.  I  would  like  to  suggest,  with 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, that  I'hursday  has  been  set  apart  for 
general  debate  in  this  House,  and  it  seems  to 
me  very  desirable  that  we  dispose  of  this  ques* 
tion  on  Thursday.  That  will  insure  a  full 
attendance  of  members  on  each  side,  and  I 
know  that  is  most  desirable.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Thai  is  a  good  day 
for  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  to  suggest,  there- 
fore, that-an  hour  be  fixed  on  Thursday  for 
taking  the  vote  on  this  measure,  and  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Minsissippi  to  consent  to 
that.  My  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Mat- 
kabd]  has  intimated  that  he  does  not  desire 
to  make  a  speech  on  Thursday,  and  that  any 
anxiety  he  nas  on  the  subject  of  debate  is  a 
benevolent  onei  and  oot  a  personal  one.    I 


suggest  to  him  that  we  dispose  of  this  question 
on  xhursday. 

Mr.  PERCE.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  agree  to  that  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  hope  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts  has  served  too  long  in  this  House 
with  me  to  suppose  that  I  would  be  capable  of 
making  such  a  movement  as  I  made  yesterday 
on  groonds  personal  to  myself. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  know  my  friend  did  not, 
but  I  was  afraid  that  some  one  would  think  he 
did.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  will  inform  the  gen- 
tleman more  fully  than  I  was  able  to  do  yes- 
terday that  1  find,  by  reference  to  the  Speaker's 
page,  that  there  is  quite  a  long  list  of  gentle- 
men who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  such  an 
opportunity  for  general  debate.  I  am  obliged, 
therefore,  to  withhold  my  assent  to  his  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  my  friend  would  say 
that  he  will  warrant  a  continuance  of  the  ses- 
sion on  Thursday  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  The  gentleman  is  very 
unreasonable  to  expect  me  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  KILLIN6ER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  It  is  that  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  must  go  on 
or  surrender  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not  naturally 
follow  that  because  the  gentleman  is  entitled 
to  the  floor  he  must  go  on.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  to  let  the  debate  go  on 
until  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  then  call  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  hope 
this  matter  will  be  open  to  full  debate,  and  I 
only  want  an  expression  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House  that  they  will  consent  to  some 
time  at  which  the  debate  shall  close.  I  want 
it  understood  so  that  there  maybe  no  feeling 
about  the  matter  at  all,  and  if  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  will  suggest  any  hour  when 
we  can  close  the  debate  on  this  question,!  shall 
be  willing  to  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  submit  to  the  gentle- 
man that  it  is  best  for  him  to  adopt  my  sug- 
gestion, and  let  the  debate  go  on  until  one 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STORM.  Icannotagreetofixupon  any 
hour.  Why  not  let  the  debate  run  on  for  an 
hour  and  then  see  what  is  the  temper  of  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  PERCE.  Will  the  gentleman  agree 
that  the  vote  shall  be  taken  at  one  o'clock  to- 
morrow ? 

Mr.  STORM.     I  cannot. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  leave  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
it  is  that  the  proposition  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  be  adopted,  and  that 
at  one  o'clock  to-morrow  the  previous  question 
be  called  on  the  bill  and  all  the  then  pending 
amendments.  The  House  can  then  continue 
the  debate  on  this  subject  to-day,  and,  if  they 
desire  it,  this  evening,  but  certainly  to  day, 
as  long  as  they  choose,  and  again  for  the  first 
hour  to  morrow.  The  morning  hour  is  not 
cut  off,  as  I  understand  it,  unless  somebody 
proposes  some  other  business. 

Ihe  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  runs, 
unless  something  of  a  higher  privilege  super- 
venes. 

Mr.  COX.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  that  no  arrangements  can  be 
made  with  this  side  of  the  House  to  fix  an 
hour  when  the  vote  on  this  bill  shall  be  taken. 
Gentlemen  upon  this  side  desire  to  debate  this 
measure  more  fully  than'any  measure  we  have 
had  before  us  this  session,  and  afler  the  extraor- 
dinary speeches  which  were  made  the  other 
day  by  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side,  we  are 
not  disposed  to  consent  to  any  hour  certain  for 
closing  the  debate,  and  if  gentlemen  choose  to 
try  and  drive  the  bill  through  under  the  previous 
question,  they  must  take  the  responsibility. 


Mr.  PERCE.  I  will  now  resume  the  floor, 
and  give  notice  that  to- morrow  at  one  o'clock 
I  will  call  the  previous  question*  And  I  decline 
to  yield  further  at  this  time. 

I  desire  to  say  very  few  words  myself  in 
regard  to  this  bill.  It  is  a  matter  so  entirely 
clear  in  all  its  bearings  that  I  have  thought 
and  still  believe  it  must  meet  the  views  of 
every  thinking  mind.  I  do  not  desire  to  act 
upon  any  question  that  comes  before  this 
House  without  a  thorough  and  searching  in- 
vestigation. In  the  present  organization  of 
the  House  it  is  impossible  for  every  individual 
member  to  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  all 
the  many  topics  that  are  constantly  springing 
up  before  us. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  any  legislation 
is  required  upon  the  great  labor  questions  that 
are  now  looming  up  before  the  public  mind. 
At  the  same  time  1  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  very  much  and  very  judicious  legislation 
may  not  be  required  upon  this  great  subjecL 
But  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  with  a  commis- 
sion such  as  18  contemplated  by  this  bill  every 
member  of  this  House  will  be  prepared  to  act 
wisely  and  judiciously  whenever  the  subject 
comes  properly  before  them. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  see  that  individual  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  are 
attempting  to  make  this  a  political  question. 
There  is  absolutely  no  political^  question 
involved  in  the  consideration  of  this  Dill.  It 
was  offered  in  the  interest  ot  the  laboring  man 
as  a  laboring  man,  and  not  as  a  partisan.  In 
my  judgment,  it  should  commend  itself  to  the 
favor  of  every  man  in  this  House.  In  this 
country  government  is  so  constituted  that  the 
few  do  not  represent  and  control  the  many. 
The  whole  theorv  of  our  Government  is  baaed 
upon  the  principle  that  all  itscitizeos,  high  and 
low,  rich  and  poor,  learned  andyinlearned, 
foreign  born  and  of  native  birth,  shall  take  a 
part  and  actively  cooperate  in  carrying  out  the 
policy  of  that  Government,  and  we  simply 
propose  to  pause  a  moment  and  ask  the  grt^ 
controlling  class  whether  we  are  so  conducting 
public  affairs  as  to  be  for  or  against  what  they 
conceive  to  be  their  interest. 

I  desire  an  authorized  a^ent  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  to  the  officers  ot  the  labor  societies, 
to  the  leaders  among  the  laboring  men,  and  to 
the  laborer  himself,  and  ask  what,  if  anything, 
is  amiss.  I  desire  the  laborin^:  men  of  Amer- 
ica to  feel  that  they  are  closely  allied  to  the 
Government  itself;  that  their  wishes  are  its 
wants;  that  this  Government  is  a  **  Govern- 
ment of  the  people,  (or  the  people,  and  by  the 
people;"  that  the  individual  laborer  can  ap- 
peal to  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  great  body 
of  laborers  whose  head  shall  be  the  Executive 
of  the  nation,  and  whose  mouth>piece  shall  b« 
their  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled, 
to  provide  a  channel  of  communication  be- 
tween the  laboring  citizen  and  the  represent- 
ative citizen;  nothing  less  and  nothing* more 
is  contemplated  by  this  bill. 

I  think  the  Democrats  on  this  floor  should 
be  the  last  to  object  to  an  investigation  of  this 
character.  The  Republican  party  have  con- 
trolled and  wielded  the  affairs  of  this  nation 
for  the  last  ten  years.  If  it  shall  be  found  by 
an  investigation  of  this  character  th  it  political 
wrongs  have  existed,  wrongs  which  beiar  upon 
the  laboring  population  of  the  country,  surely 
we  are  to  blame  and  not  they.  If  there  is  any 
loss  of  political  pre-«ittge,  the  loss  is  ours  and 
the  gain  is  theirs.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there 
be  wrongs  in  the  body- politic  bearing  upon  the 
great  controlling  class  of  people  throuehoat 
the  country,  the  Republican  party  would  be 
antrue  to  its  principles  if  they  did  not  at  once 
seek  out  and  remedy  these  wrongs  in  a  pruper 
way. 

There  are  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who 
seem  to  think  that  this  bill  is  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  shaping  legislation  to  particular 
ends ;  that  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
socialistic  movements ;  that  it  is  in  the  inter- 
est of  international  societies,  of  labor-refbmi 
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societies,  trade  unions,  and  strikes.  Now,  I 
desire  to  saj  that  there  is  absolutely  no  evi- 
dence whatever  in  the  bill  that  sach  an  inten- 
tion exists.  I  desire  to  say  that  while  my  col- 
league on  the  committee,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachasetrs,  [Mr.  Hoar,]  is  the  author  of 
this  bill,  and  is  entitled  to  and  deserves  all  the 
credit  for  bringing  before  the  country  a  meas- 
ure so  fraught  with  interest  to  the  people,  the 
bill  comes  before  this  House  at  the  present 
time  mainly  through  my  own  agency.  The  com- 
mittee of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chair- 
man has  in  charge  two  ereat  subjects  which 
involve  the  interests  of  the  entire  people  of 
the  country,  namely,  all  the  educational  inter- 
ests and  all  the  labor  interests  of  the  nation. 
Now,  sir,  I  foresaw  that  if  this  question  was 
not  brought  before  the  House  during  the  pres: 
ent  call  of  committees,  in  the  limited  time 
allowed  to  each  committee,  these  two  great 
interests  would  be  made  antagonistic.  And 
finding  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Hoar]  upon  the  calendar  of  the 
committee,  I  immediately  called  a  meeting  of 
the  committee  for  its  consideration.  It  was 
discussed  thoroughly  by  the  committee,  and 
as  the  result  of  that  discussion  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  committee  directed  it  to  be  reported 
to  this  House. 

Now,  sir,  I  represent  a  laboring  constituency ; 
I  represent  a  constituency  which  earns  its  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  the  face.  I  represent,  however, 
a  constituency  belonging  to  that  portion  of  the 
laboring  community  which,  although  it  com- 
prises nearly  three  fourths  of  the  entire  labor- 
ing population  of  America,  makes  less  noise 
in  the  world  about  their  interests  than  any 
other.  I  refer  to  the  agricultural  laborers,  the 
laborers  who  own  the  soil,  and  work  upon  it. 
It  is  in  their  interest,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
laborers  of  the  South,  mostly  composed  of  agri- 
cultural laborers,  that  I  advocate  the  passage 
of  this  bill. 

I  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  from  the 
South  upon  this  floor  to  the  peculiar  phase  of 
this  bill  which  directly  interests  them  and  their 
constituencies. 

There  arrive  upon  our  shores  every  year 
several  hundred  thousand  immi^ants.  Those 
immigrants  are  composed  mainly  of  the  dom- 
inant classesof  the  world,  men  who  are  instinct 
wiih  thought  and  intelligence,  but  whose  only 
fortunes  consist  in  their  capacity  for  labor. 
Under  the  present  system  the  majority  of  these 
immigrants  seek  our  western  States.  Most 
of  them  are  unskilled;  a  few  are  skilled  ;  and 
the  services  of  the  latter  are  demanded  at  once 
in  our  manufacturing  and  mining  districts. 
But  the  great  majority  of  unskilled  and  agri- 
cultural laborers  pass  through  the  eastern 
Slates,  pass  through  the  mining  and  manufac- 
turing districts,  to  our  western  States,  where 
an  almost  limitless  expanse  of  fruitful  soil 
awaits  their  labor. 

Bifl,  sir,  we  of  the  South  have  a  soil  equally 
fruitful ;  we  have  land  equally  cheap  ;  we  have 
a  climate  more  than  equally  salubrious.  Sir, 
from  Cairo  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  from  the  Mississippi  throughout  the 
broad  belt  of  its  length  to  toe  Atlantic  ocean, 
there  are  almost  a  hundred  acres  of  virgin 
forest  to  every  acre  of  cultivated  land.  I  desire 
that  these  lands  shall  be  occupied  by  people 
who  will  bring  them  into  cultivation  and  make 
them  fruitful.  We  have,  sir,  a  climate  far 
superior  to  the  climate  of  the  West.  We  com- 
mence to  plow  our  land  and  prepare  it  for  the 
seed  on  the  1st  day  of  January;  and  we  plant  our 
com  in  February,  when  ice  and  frost  have  en- 
tire sway  in  the  less  hospitable  climate  of  the 
West.  Oar  cattle  throughout  ten  months  of 
the  year  obtain  their  T)wn  subsistence  in  the 
field  without  shelter,  and  are  in  good  order  and 
condition  when  the  cattle  aud  sheep  and 
mother  domestic  animals  of  the  western  and 
oorthern  States  are  shivering  in  sheds  or  under 
the  lee  of  bay-ricks,  seeking  a  shelter  from  the 
frost  and  sleet  aud  snow  of  those  climates. 


The  results  of  the  war  have  created  great 
gaps  in  our  industries,  and  thousands  of  acres 
of  fruitful  soil  are  now  lying  useless  and  un- 
fruitful because  of  the  lack  of  labor.  Gentle- 
men of  the  South,  let  us  put  up  here  a  guide- 
board  to  the  thousands  coming  to  oiir  shores 
in  search  of  new  homes,  and  turn  the  tide  in 
our  direction.  The  ^eat  need  of  the  South, 
this  hour,  is  immigration.  I  aver  that  nowhere 
on  the  broad  continent  of  America  can  the 
laborer  receive  as  the  result  of  his  labor  such 
returns  as  he  can  in  the  cotton  belt  of  the 
southern  States.  A  commission  of  the  char- 
acter contemplated  by  this  bill  must  show  this 
statement  to  be  a  fact.  It  will  show  that  com- 
petency will  follow  industry  in  the  South  with 
fleeter  footstep  than  in  any  other  portion  of 
the  country.  A  report  upon  the  labor  inter- 
ests of  this  countiT  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  question  of  immigration,  the  thousands 
of  immigrants  arriving  annually  materially 
afi^ecting  the  labor  of  the  whole  country. 

The  report  of  the  commission  must  show 
where,  in  what  portion  of  our  country,  indus- 
try receives  its  greatest  reward.  Such  a  report 
will  be  spread  abroad.  The  German  peasant, 
longing  to  cast  away  the  garb  of  his  caste  and 
elevate  himself  into  the  sphere  of  intelligent, 
thinking,  laboring  manhood,  will  study  its 
pages.  The  British  laborer,  tired  of  toiling 
for  the  thirty  or  forty  thousand  land- owners 
of  England,  will  read  it  in  the  cottages  and 
mines  and  mills  of  Great  Britain,  and  through- 
out the  world  its  influence  will  be  felt.  In  this 
country,  sir,  it  wilt  tend  to  distribute  immigra- 
tion more  equally.  The  capital  of  the  immi- 
grant is  his  labor,  and  he  surely  will  invest  that 
capital  where  it  will  yield  the  best  returns.  By 
this  commission  we  inform  him  officially  where 
he  can  receive  the  largest  reward  for  his  labor, 
and  we  may  confidently  leave  the  rest  to  his 
individual  judgment.  Why,  sir,  in  every  south- 
ern State,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  are  not  only 
State  organizations,  but  county  and  district 
organizations  and  societies  for  the  purpose  of 
distributing  just  such  information  as  this  com- 
mission must  show,  and  inducing  immigration 
to  our  section ;  and  if  it  but  tends  indirectly  to 
this  end,  we  of  the  South  would  be  false  to  our- 
selves and  the  interests  of  our  constituency  if 
we  did  not  support  the  measure.  I  aver  that  it 
directly  tends  to  induce  immigration  toward  our 
section,  and  with  the  tide  of  immigration,  free- 
dom-searching immigration,  turned  our  way, 
our  waste  places  will  be  built  up,  our  country 
filled  with  a  happy,  industrious,  and  intelligent 
population,  our  cities  crowded  with  industrious 
artisans,  labor  will  be  elevated  and  ennobled, 
and,  better  than  all,  the  sectional  bitterness 
and  malice  and  the  hate  and  prejudice  of  race 
and  color  will  be  so  lost  and  absorbed  in  the 
coming  throng  that  meti  may  know  that  such 
things  were,  but  shall  not  know  whither  they 
have  departed. 

In  short,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  see  nothing  in  this 
bill  that  can  result  in  anjrthing  but  good.  It 
has  no  power  to  harm ;  it  is  not  intended  to 
shape  legislation  to  particular  ends.  It  only 
forms  a  receptacle  in  which  the  intelligence 
of  the  whole  country  may  be  gathered  and 
redistributed  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of 
all,  and  this  at  a  cost  so  trifling  as  to  be  not 
worth  speaking  of  in  comparison  with  the 
great  objects  to  be  attained.  As  i  stated  be- 
fore, I  had  hoped  this  measure  would  receive 
the  approval  of  all.      There   is   no  political 

f>oint  to  be  gained.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of 
aborers  as  laborers  and  not  as  politicians, 
and  should,  in  my  judgment,  receive  the  com- 
mendation of  the  entire  House. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STORM  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  introduce  my  substitute  now? 

Mr.  STORM.  I  will  yield  for  that  purpose 
if  I  do  not  lose  my  right  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  recognize 
the  gentleman  from  Pecnsylvaiiia  [Mr.  Storm] 


as  entitled  to  the  floor  after  the  substitute  has 
been  read. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  offer  as  a  substituto 
the  following : 

Betolved  hy  the  Hou9e  of  Rtpretentativctt  (the  Sen- 
ate coneorriof .)  That  ajoint  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers of  the  House  and  —  members  of  the  Senate 
be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  invetticate 
the  sulyeot  of  the  wagen  aod  hours  of  labor,  and 
of  the  division  of  the  joint  profits  of  labor  ana  cap- 
ital between  the  laborer  and  capitalist,  and  the 
social,  ednoatlonaL  and  sanitary  coadition  of  the 
laboring  classes  of  the  United  States,  and  how  the 
same  are  affected  by  existing  laws  regal atinc  com- 
meroe,  finanee.  and  ooireacy;  and  that  said  joint 
committee  shall  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BINQHAM.  I  raise  the  question  of 
order  whether  it  is  competent  to  amend  a 
House  bill  by  substituting  a  concurrent  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  my  proposition  is  not 
in  order  in  its  present  form,  I  will  modify  it  so 
as  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill  and  insert  what  has  been  read. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Caa  we  in  a  bill  enact  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  the  two  Houses? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  raise  the  question 
whether  it  is  competent  to  appoint  a  joint 
committee  by  a  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  of  the 
the  jB^entleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  is 
not  in  order.  The  bill  now  pending  proposes 
legislation  demanding  for  its  consummation 
the  action  of  the  House,  the  Senate,  and  the 
President.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  proposes  merely  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  two  Houses ;  and  the  proposi- 
tion is  not  pertinent  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  May  it  not  be  offered  as 
a  substitute? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  cannot  be  offered  as  a 
substitute,  because  it  does  not  comprehend  the 
same  scope  of  legislation.  It  is  a  separate  and 
distinct  proposition  for  the  raising  of  a  joint 
committee. 

Mr.  DAWES.    By  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  And  the  bill  does  not 
propose  a  committee  of  either  House. 

Mr.  STORM.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Pcrce,]  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House  on  this  bill,  has  stated 
that  it  is  the  unanimous  report  of  the  com- 
mittee; that  the  subject  has  been  thoroughly 
discussed  by  the  committee,  and  that  this  bill 
embodies  their  mature  action.  I  beg  to  c>«ll 
the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
committee  we  had  neither  time  nor  opportun- 
ity to  discuss  the  bill  to  the  satisfaction  of  any 
member  of  the  committee ;  but  as  we  feared 
the  coinmittee  would  be  called  on  the  day 
when  this  measure  was  reported,  and  as  noth- 
ing better  could  be  devised  at  that  time,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  bill  should  be  presented,  every 
member  of  the  committee  having,  of  course, 
the  right  to  propose  any  amendments  he  might 
choose.  1  need  not  Bay  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Campbell,]  if  it  bad  been  allowed,  would  have 
been  perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  and  would 
have  coincided  with  my  riews  on  this  subject. 

Among  other  reasons  presented  against  the 
introduction  of  this  bill  it  has  been  urged  that 
we  have  no  right  to  investigate  a  subject  mat- 
ter upon  which  we  have  no  right  to  legislate. 
We  can  investigate  every  subject  upon  which 
we  legislate,  but  the  converse  is  not  true  that 
we  cannot  in vestig^e  without  the  right  to  legis- 
late. The  Census  Bureau,  by  auUiority  and 
direction  of  law,  investigates  and  gathers  sta- 
tistics  relating  to  wages,  to  education,  mar- 
riage, insanity,  ftc. — subjects  generally  upon 
which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  can- 
not legislate,  because  they  belong  peculiariy  to 
the  States. 

Some  of  the  evils  now  complained  of  will 
have  to  be  remedied,  so  far  as  the  enactment 
of  laws  goes,  by  the  States  theinselves.  But 
the  investigation  of  the  subject  of  labor  by  a 
competent  and  impartial  commission  or  com* 
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mittee  would  famish  facts  upon  which  the 
people  could  form  a  correct  judgmeot.  Noth- 
iog  is  more  corrective  of  abuses  and  wrongs 
in  a  free  Government  than  enlightened  public 
opinion. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Congress  is  en- 
tirely incompetent  to  regulate  the  wages  of 
labor,  or  to  interfere  in  contracts  between  cap- 
ital and  labor,  by  positive  legislation;  yet  we 
can  repeal  the  unjust  laws  which  J  contend  have 
brought  about  the  state  of  things  we  now  see 
around  us.  And  the  sooner  we  address  our- 
selves to  this  task  the  batter  will  the  laboring 
man  appreciate  our  boasted  sympathy.  There 
can  be,  then,  no  constitutional  objection  to  our 
repealing  all  laws  which  an  investigation  may 
show  are  unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive  to 
one  class  of  the  people,  while  to  another  class 
they  give  peculiar  privileges  and  franchises. 

Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  as  my  own  mind  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  no  need  of  an  investigation  on 
this  subject.  The  evils  from  which  the  indus- 
trial classes  of  the  country  are  complaining, 
are  all  patent  to  every  candid  mind.  Tuey  stand 
out  as  clear  as  the  noon-day  sun.  The  labor- 
ing man  understands  them.  By  means  of  asso- 
ciations and  cooperation,  during  the  last  few 
years,  the  laboring  classes  of  this  country  have 
come  to  understand  their  rights,  and  knowing 
them  now,  ^^dare  maintain  them." 

The  bill  proposes  an  investigation  into  all 
laws  passed  by  us  relating  to  commerce, 
finance,  and  currency.  What  must  such  an 
investigation  show? 

It  must  show  that  $2,858,882  82  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  bondholders  are  exempt 
^om  taxation.  At  our  rate  of  taxation  over 
$50,000,000  of  taxes  which  ought  to  be  paid 
are  withheld,  and  other  tax- payers  must  pay 
just  that  much  more  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

It  will  show  that  $21,000,000  are  annually 
paid  to  banking  associations  as  a  mere  bonus, 
without  any  adequate  return  therefor. 

It  will  show  that  the  poor  man  pays  on  his 
salt  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and  fitly- five  per 
cent. ;  cutlery,  fifly  per  cent. ;  blankets,  sixty 
per  cent. ;  clothing,  sixty-five  per  cent. ;  and 
spades  and  shovels,  forty-five'  per  cent.  And 
that  the  rich  man  pays  on  his  jewelry,diamonds, 
gold  rings,  paintings,  and  statuary  an  average 
duty  of  about  ten  per  cent. 

No,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  ask  any  legis- 
lation for  the  laboring  classes,  but  let  us  give 
them  fair  play.  The  laborer  only  asks  you  to 
subject  him  to  the  operation  of  equal  laws,  and 
he  is  satisfied.  But  dp  not  tax  his  necessities 
and  put  the  luxuries  of  the  rich  man  on  the 
free  list.  He  does  not  as^c  yon  to  give  him 
$21,000,000  annually  fis  a  gratuity.  He  does 
not  ask  you  to  give  him  the  public  lands, 
except  pn  terms  fair  and  open  to  all.  The 
industrial  classes  do  not  ask  that  yovi  exempt 
their  property  to  the  extent  of  more  thau 
$2,300,000,000— more  than  they  own— from 
taxation ;  but  do  not  do  it  for  another  set  of 
men. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  but  little  hopeg  ^hat 
th^  wrongs  of  the  laboring  man  in  this  coun- 
try will  be  remedied  by  the  present  party  in 
power,  I  aip  not  surprised  that  my  friends  on 
this  side  of  the  House  regard  the  movement 
of  my  shrewd  ana  keen-scented  colleague  on 
the  Uommittee  on  Education  and  Labor  as  a 
sham  and  a  humbug,  and  gotten  up  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
honest  men.  To  adjust  the  wrongs  of  the  labor- 
ing man  you  must  repeal  every  pet  financial 
scheme  of  the  Hepublican  party.  Are  not  the 
national  banks  theirs?  Js  not  the  exemption 
of  the  boud.d  debt  from  taxation  theirs?  Is 
not  the  present  tanfif  which  favors  the  capital- 
ist and  ruins  the  consumer  theirs?  And  when 
you  repeal  those  you  repeal  the  Hepublican 
party  and  dissolve  it  into  thin  air.  Ihe  only 
obstacle  in  this  country  to  the  interests  of  the 
masses  is  the  existence  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  when  it  is  removed  a  better  order  of  things 
will  reign. 


The  old  Democratic  doctrine  of  eqnal  and 
just  laws  for  all  with  no  special  privileges  for 
the  few  gave  us  peace  ^nd  prosperity  in  the 
past,  and  when  we  return  to  these  cardinal 
principles  again  we  will  enjoy  similar  bless- 
ings. I  shall  vote  for  the  bill,  though  I  hope 
it  will  be  amended  so  as  to  give  the  subject 
over  to  a  special  committee  of  this  House,  and 
thus  save  the  Government  the  expenses  inci- 
dent to  a  roving  commission,  and  that  that 
committee  will  be  composed  of  honest  and 
competent  men  who  are  in  favor  of  a  fair 
investigation. 

I  now  yield  ten  minutes  of  my  time  to  the 
gentleman  fro<n  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  submit  the  following  ^mdnd* 
ment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Aflar  section  one  add  the  following: 

Provide4,  That  said  oomuiiision^ri  tjiall  kB  i^p* 
pointed  irrespective  of  political  or  partisan  consid- 
erations, and  from  civil  life. 

Mr.  COX.  ^fr.  Speaker,  this  ipeasure,  in- 
troduced with  such  a  flourish  of  truippets  the 
other  day  by  the  gen.tleman  fron^  N{ass^hu- 
setts,  [Mr.  Hoar  J  comes,  it  seems  to  me, 
with  a  very  ill  grace  from  Massachusetts,  unless 
there  is  a  great  retbrm  going  on  in  that  State. 
The  speech  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  ELellet]  also,  unless  there  is  a 
great  reform  going  on  in  that  State,  comes 
with  ill  grace.  The  States  of  Mass^chi^aeits 
and  Pennsylvania  have  had  a  peculiarly  good 
time  in  getting  largesses  and  bounties  from  this 
Government  at  the  expense^  of  the  industrious 
classes.  I  hail  any  movement  fron)  these  quar- 
ters which  will  lead  to  investigation  into  the 
relations  between  labor  and  papit^^l.  Such  A 
movement  for  investigation  must  come  from 
an  impulse  which  is  a  sign  of  a  coming  power 
before  which  parties  will  f^U  ^  stubble  before 
fire. 

The  SPEA^:EB.  The  Cha^r  hardly  knows 
how  to  entertain  the  amendment  pf  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  x  ork.  It  directs  the  IVes- 
ident  of  the  United  States  wh^t  he  shall  do. 

Mr.  COX.  The  Chair  allowed  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  who  rpported  this  bill 
to  come  in.    |t  is  of  precisely  the  same  tenor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  allcw  the 
House  to  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  singularly  placed  about  this 
matter.  Jhe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hoar]  told  me  he  would  give  to  me  the 
privilege  of  offering  the  very  amendment  which 
came  from  his  committee.  I  \f^  prepared  to 
speak  on  thitt.  So  yon  see«  sir,  that  unless  I 
continue  in  that  vein  I  shall  be  embarrassed 
about  the  very  few  remarks  I  intended  to  make* 
[tiaughter.]  I  am  disappointed  in  the  gentle- 
man from  Massacliusetts.  His  treatment  of 
me  under  the  circuokst^nces  is  ^hp  cause  of 
my  disappointment.  But  that  ip  pf  ao  con- 
sequence. 

I  think,  sir,  there  should  be  no  difficolty  by 
this  bill  about  directing  the  President  to  ap* 
point  non-partisans  and  civilians  on  this  com- 
mission, although  he  would  not  ba  very  lilfely 
to  follow  our  advice.  [Laughter.]  I  should 
like  to  see  this  direction  expressed  io  this  bill, 
because  it  would  be  in  the  intprest  of  civil 
reform,  of  which  we  hear  9P  mi^ch  mtd  i^bout 
which  so  little  is  dpne. 

I  welcome  this  investigation.  I  shpuld  pre- 
fer to  have  it  donei  however,  hj  men  who 
will  represent  both  political  parties.  If  it 
were  possible,  I  should  have  preferred  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Campbell,]  so  that  by  a  joipt  committee  the 
minority  might  represent  its  views  upon  ques- 
tions which  divide  the  parties. 

We  have  legislated  here  about  hours  of  labor 
and  wages;  we  le^slate,  or  should  legislate, 
more  liberally  about  ^triffs ;  we  legislate,  or 
sjxonid  legislates  in  ?eference  to  the  prices  of 
gold,  the  currency,  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  and  ^li  the  questions  growing  out  of 
the  rate  of  w^ges  fud  price  ot  commodities 


by  reason  of  our  anomalous  doable  curreBcjr. 
In  fact,  all  the  other  various  questions  con- 
nected with  the  relations  of  labor  and  capital 
are  more  or  less  influenced  and  decided  bj 
our  legislation.  $o  that  the  fullest  and  fairest 
inquiry  is  desirable  for  intelligent  and  juat 
action  by  Congre^s. 

Moreover.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  legislated 
about  '* strikes.^'  Gentlemen  have  gone  so 
far,  in  some  of  their  monstrous  bills,  as  to 
open  the  door  for  the  military  to  be  used  to  put 
down  strikes.  The  President  has  recently  acted 
in  the  same  direction  at  Chicajgo. 

We  have  endeavored  to  legislate  about  the 
revival  of  our  scuttled  shipping ;  but  our  fail- 
ure has  been  sigual,  from  the  ignorance  among 
many  of  the  causes  which  not  only  led  to  ite 
destruction,  but  which  has  so  disarranged  that 
labor  which  was  once  so  prosperous  in  oar 
ship  yards  that  we  have  lost  the  very  skill  to 
make  shipa  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to  use 
them.  l»  it  not  pertinent,  therefore,  that  we 
should  understana  the  relations  which  our 
singular  system,  by  which  our  ship- building  has 
been  destroyed,  that  gigantic  scheme  of  statu- 
tory frauds  called  tarifl*8,  should  be  ajialyzed  ? 
Yoqr  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U^ld  you  in  his 
report  that  by  cutting  down  the  tariff*  oo  pig- 
iron  a  very  small  modicum,  in  the  last  Cou- 
gressy  there  was  an  increase  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  importation  of  that 
article ',  thereby  les^^ning  its  price  to  the  con- 
sumer, and  thereby  increasing  the  revenue.  It 
is  a  fact  which  everyone  but  the  old  **  red 
sandstone^'  protectionists,  understand  that 
while  by  high  tari^Ts  large  sums  go  into  the 
Trftasury  as  revenue,  immensely .  larger  sums 
gp  int<)  the  pockets  of  capital.  Thereby  the 
laboring  classes  ^e  fleeced.  I  wish  this  mat- 
ter probed  to  the  bottom,  a9  it  was  done  by 
David  A.  Wells.  It  cannot  be  done  too  ofteo- 
I  vKould  send  for  intelligent  persons.  I  would 
imitate  the  British  parliamentary  system,  and 
hf^e  a  full  investigatioii  into  all  the  ramifica- 
tions of  the  relations  of  capital  ^d*  labor. 

I  would  prefer,  however,  if,  instead  of  wish- 
ing to  investigate  so  much,  gentleipen  on  the 
other  side  were  more  willing  to  do  sonoething 
Certainly  some  things  about  labor  and  capital 
we  know.  We  have  passed  on  some  points. 
Qo  to  your  Senate  and  ask  them  to  confirm 
what  the  House,  not  very  promptly,  did  last 
session  about  salt  and  coal.  Cut  down  your 
tariff  again  on  iron.  Make  it  three  dollars  a 
ton  on  pig  irou,  and  see  whether  you  will  not 
thereby  increase  the  importation  and  make  iron, 
that  great  necessary,  cheaper  to  the  people. 
Euter  upon  and  consummate  some  revenue 
reform.  Even  the  Internationalists,  who  were 
commended  by  the  gentleman  from  Penoayl- 
vania,  [Mr.  Ksllbt,]  desire  this  action.  I 
have  here  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  to  the 
New  York  Times  by  Mr.  Banks,  one  of  their 
exponents.  In  that  letter  he  denounces  the 
very  objects  for  which  the  gentleman  ^om 
PenQsylvania  [Mr.  Kellet]  is  most  responsi- 
ble. He  denounces  in  the  interest  of  the  ^Hh- 
icntcUionaU^^  and  of  labor  these  swindling 
jobii  of  railway  and  tariff  monopoly  in  the  in- 
terest of  capitalists,  and  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  poor  man  or  the  laborer.  He  denounces 
nearly  all  the  legislation  which  we  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  enacting,  as  controlled  by  the 
rich  and  against  the  poor.  X  add  bis  language, 
ifhich  I  have  not  time  to  quote  in  full : 

**  What  we  do  claim  is,  that  f^r  y^afi  past  the  laws 
have  b«on  made  by  the  rich,  m  their  mterest,  and 
not  in  the  interests  of  oeaoe  and  justice.  We  elaim 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  swiedlei  hf 
the  «y«tem  of  railroad  oorpwatioa*,  which  are  per- 
fect tyrants  and  plunderers,  and  we  have  no  means 


the  «y«tem  of  railroad  oorporatioav,  which  are  per 
feet  tyrants  and  plunderers,  and  we  have  no  meam. 
of  defending  oursolvea  against  their  extortions  and 


tyraanief,  because  they  own  Congress  and  the  Oov- 
eroment,  and  the  State  governments  and  State  leg- 
islatures, and  thoy  make  the  laws  to  suit  themselves, 
and  bribe  the  judges  to  interpret  them  in  their  own 
fashion.  We  claim  that  the  whole  people  are  swin- 
dled and  robbed  by  the  system  of  national  banks, 
who  charge  the  people  seveo  per  cent,  interest  on 
their  dirty,  ragged  bank-notes,  while  the  people 
eoald  have  deoe&t,  elean  greenbacks  for  notpiog  if 
OongroM  and  the  press  were  not  booght  and  ewaed 
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by  tlt«se  bank  inonopolist^.  We  olaim  that  the 
wboie  people  are  dwindled  and  robbed  by  the  Infa- 
moufl  t&riff;  which  pots  milltont  of  money  into  the 
peekels  of  a  few  miserable,  creedy.  and  tyrannical 
iron  and  coal  monopolists,  who  unite  with  railroad 
companies,  as  they  did  daring  the  coal  strike  last 
sprinc,  for  the  aeknowledrejl  purpose  of  starrint 
the  workioffmen  into  sabmission."  m  m  ^ 
*  "  We  claim  ihat  the  gifts  of  public  land  to  rail- 
road companies  are  clear,  sheer,  unmitifated  rob- 
bery, and  deprire  the  whole  people  of  their  rightful 
inheritance--the  land^wbioh  belongs  to  all  the  peo- 
ple alike,  and  not  to  any  part  of  them,  least  or  all 
to  the  corrupt  rings  Who  bribe  Congress  and  the 
Lefftslatures  and  the  press  intosapportiag  uiMi  and 
siieoeing  their  opponents." 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

BNROLLID  BILL  SIONItD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committer  Oh 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
ZM-d  examined  and  foand  traly  enrolled  a  bill 
df  the  foHowiog  title,  whea  the  Speaker  signed 
tu0  Same  * 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  778)  relating  to  the  litniti 
tion  of  steam  pressure  on  toeing  and  freight 
boats  on  the  Mississippi  rivtsr  and  its  tribu- 
taries. 

WAOfts  AND  noons  of  lasoh. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  now  jield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
allow  me  to  move  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  commit  tee.  with  instructions  to  report 
ts  a  substitute  the  concurrent  resolution  wuich 
1  offered  a  little  while  ago,  providing  for  the 
«ppoiDtmeut  of  a  joint  committee. 

Mr.  KERB.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  ibr 
Ibat  purpose. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  1  makethat  motion. 

The  SPEAKEEi.  That  motion  is  in  order. 
It  does  not  cut  off  debate,  as  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  voted  on  now.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  is  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

Mr. -KEBH.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  my  con- 
stant  habit,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  when 
any  proposition  is  presented  for  my  consider- 
ation to  inquire,  first,  is  it  warranted  by  the 
Oonslttution ;  and  secondly,  is  it  right ;  and 
l;iatly«  is  it  expedient  ?  If  it  fail  on  the  crucial 
test  of  authority  for  its  enactment,  my  mind 
instantly  assumes  an  attitude  of  hostility.  If 
it  prove  also  to  be  neither  right  nor  expedient, 
my  daty  to  oppose  it  becomes  yet  more  impera- 
tive. 

When  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Hoar]  was  sprang  upon  the 
House  the  other  day,  the  prompt  response  of 
my  mind  to  these  questions  was  adverse  to  the 
propriety  of  its  enactment.  It  impressed  me 
with  the  conviction  that  it  involved  a  gross  ex- 
cess of  authority,  would  create  three  new  offi- 
cers at  a  cost  of  $15,000  a  year,  with  a  train 
of  subordinate  officers  and  other  expenses; 
would  provide  more  places  for  partisans,  ac- 
complish no  good  for  the  people^  and  that  it 
is  io  itself  insincere  and  hollow^  and  chiefly 
iatended  by  a  'alse  pretense  to  bridj^e  over  the 
next  presidential  election,  and  mislead  the 
diKonteoted  sons  of  toil  into  voting  the  Badi- 
cal  ticket  in  1872.  In  these  impressions  I 
was  speedily  confirmed  by  the  conduct  of  its 
mover  oo  this  floor,  and  of  his  colleague  from 
the  tenth  district,  [Mr.  Dawbs,]  both  of  whom 
hastened  with  most  unbecoming  zeal  to  give 
a  mere  partisan  temper  to  its  discussion,  and 
lo  attempt  to  manuiucture  very  cheap  party 
capital  out  of  its  reception  by  myself  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood.  ]  These 
attempts  were  at  once  unworthy  of  them,  aud 
UDJost  toward  me.  And  they  will  fail  to  at- 
tain their  object.  The  laboring  men  of  this 
country  are  not  gudgeons ;  their  instincts  are 
manly  and  lawful;  they  are  sagacious  and  in- 
telligent; and  they  will  keenly  comprehend 
the  difference  between  an  empty  promise  and 
effective  relief 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  careful  consideration,  I 
feel  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  oppose 
this  bill.  What  does  it  propose?  It  proposes 
to  appoint  three  commis^iioners  charged  *Uo  in- 
vestigate the  subject  of  wages  and  the  hours 


of  labor,  and  of  the  division  of  the  ioint  profits 
of  labor  and  capital  between  the  laborer  and 
capitalist,  and  the  social,  educational,  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  laboring  classes  of 
the  United  States,  and  bow  the  same  are 
affected  by  existing  laws  reguliiting  commerce, 
finance,  and  currency." 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  simply  impossible  for  the 
wit  of  man  to  point  to  any  authority  in  Con- 

Sess  to  legislate  on  these  subjects,  except  the 
st  three,  commerce,  finance,  and  currency. 
It  mocks  the  language  and  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution itstlf,  ana  ot  its  framers  and  expound- 
ers, to  Resume  that  Congress  mayrefl^ulate  the 
hours  of  labor,  or  th6  standard  and  rates  of 
wagfes,  or  the  aivision  of  the  Joint  profits  of 
labor  and  capital,  or  the  social  condition,  or 
the  educational  institutions,  or  the  sanitary 
interiists  of  the  people  throughout  the  Country 
and  between  man  and  man,  according  to  its 
o^n  pl6USare.  Sdch  R  sweep  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  Federal  Qovernilient  would  leave  abso- 
lutely nothing  for  the  States  or  the  people. 
They  ^onld  have  no  power  to  ptotect  or  gov- 
ern their  people  Or  legislate  for  their  welfare. 
All  loeal  govemitients  would  speedily  become 
mete  expensive  sinecures,  and  the  power  of 
Coti^resa  Would  become  as  transcendent,  ab- 
sorbing, and  exclusive  as  that  of  the  British 
Parliament.  It  could  enact  sumptuary  laws, 
dictate  the  terms  of  private  contracts,  control 
the  pursuits  of  the  people,  regulate  the  relations 
of  domestic  lifb,  ofguardian  and  ward,  of  mas- 
ter and  servant,  or  marriage  and  divorce,  of 
parent  and  child,  and  at  length  transform  the 
people  into  R  nation  of  feeble  and  helpless 
autoiiiRtons.  Our  system  of  local  self-govern- 
ments for  the  regulation  of  all  these  great 
dotne^tic  interests  and  concerns,  heretofore  the 
juSt  pride  and  boadt  of  our  people,  wonld  be 
Strangled  in  the  iron  hand  of  centralism. 

Where  did  Congress  ^t  the  power  to  enkct 
sumptuary  laws,  or  laws  regulating  the  sanitary 
conaition  and  habitat  of  the  people,  or  the 
hours  daring  which,  upon  private  contract  or 
otherwise,  individuals  throughout  this  country 
may  be  required  to  labor,  or  during  which,  by 
their  own  voluntary  consent,  they  may  bind 
themselves  to  labor?     Where  do  you  get  the 

Sower  to  divide  the  profits  which  capital  may 
erive  fVofb  its  own  investments  between  the 
capitalist  and  the  laborer?  Adopt  such  a 
policy,  and  the  race  of  citizens,  of  manly,  self- 
reliant,  self  governing,  and  vigorous  citizens, 
will  (toon  become  extinct,  and  only  subjects 
will  remain.  Uniforniity  might  be  established 
in  our  institutions,  and  with  it  monotony  and 
national  weakness.  The  schools  In  which  the 
people  might  learn  by  actilal  practice  and  dis- 
cipline the  modes  and  duties  of  Self-govern- 
ment would  be  forever  closed.  If  the  central 
power  were  ever  so  wise  ahd  just  it  Would  still 
be  infinitely  dangerous  to  liberty,  true  growth, 
and  real  greatness.  De  Tocqueville  most 
pertinently  says : 

"  It  profits  me  but  little,  after  all.  that  a  vifilant 
inthoritf  should  protect  the  tranqaillitjr  of  my  ploas- 
ure«,  and  oonstantly  avert  all  dangers  from  my  path, 
without  my  care  or  my  conoem,  if  this  same  author- 
ity is  the  absolute  mistress  of  my  liberty  and  of  my 
life,  and  if  It  so  monopolises  all  the  energy  of  elist- 
enee  that  when  it  laogaishes  everything  languishes 
around  it;  that  when  it  sleeps  everything  must 
sleep ;  that  When  it  dies,  the  State  itself  must  perish.'* 

This  is  the  hard  destiny  to  which  the  policy 
of  this  bill  tends  to  bring  our  country.  But  it 
is  suggested  by  my  esteemed  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Storm,]  not  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  that  this  measure  only  proposes 
to  get  information  on  these  subjects,  but  not 
as  a  basis  for  legislation.  I  answer,  then,  that 
the  bill  ought  to  fail,  because  it  holds  out  de- 
lusive promises  to  those  who  need  actiial  and 
immediate  relief.  It  is  vain  and  meaningless, 
unless  its  intent  is  deception,  or  the  betrayal 
of  the  hopes  of  the  workingmen.  If  you  really 
desire  to  authorize  an  inquiry  by  impartial 
men  on  the  three  subjects  last  named  in  the 
bill,  of  commerce,  finance,  and  currency;  or 
on  these  subjects,  together  with  taxation,  tariffs^ 
congressional  railroads  and  other  corporations, 


and  their  franchises,  and  the  effect  of  all  these 
on  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people,  or 
upon  an^  other  subject  over  which  you  have 
constitutional  power  to  legislate,  then  I  will 
join  yon  most  heartily  and  zealously,  and  spare 
no  effort  of  voice,  influence,  or  labor  to  advance 
the  success  of  such  an  investigation.  I  will 
favor  most  sincerely  any  movement  that  will 
afford  quick,  sure,  honest,  and  material  relief 
to  the  oppressed  and  tax-ridden  people. 

The  people  are  tired  of  mere  delusive  prom- 
ises, 01  buncombe  resolutions,  which  they  well 
understand  bind  nobody,  relieve  nobody,  ac- 
complish nothing,  cost  nothing  to  their  movers, 
and  constitute  the  cheapest  of  cheap  political 
capital. 

The  people  have  no  faith  in  commissions. 
They  doubt  their  sincerity  and  their  impar- 
tiality ;  they  know  how  apt  they  are  to  become 
mere  instruments  of  party;  to  be  manipulated 
for  selfish  ends;  to  be  controlled  by  capital 
and  power ;  to  become  mere  abject  apologists 
for  the  laws  and  schemes  by  which  the  people 
are  oppressed  ;  and  to  be  used  to  fbrge  new 
manacles  for  the  limbs  and  energies  of  labor. 
The  Guardian,  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
advocates  of  the  interests  of  labor,  speaking 
upon  this  general  subject  in  a  late  number, 
says  with  great  force  and  sagacity: 

"In  yielding  to  the  demand  of  labor  by  erecting  a 
labor  bureau,  capital  may  be  preeentiog  to  labor  a 
Trojan  horse,  wbich  may  prove  to  beone  of  the  ipreat- 
est  obstacles  to  the  consummation  of  labor's  rights. 
It  may  be  run  wholly  in  the  intercity  of  capital,  and 
can  readily  bo  modo  a  most  dangerous  engine.  It 
can  give  any  and  evenr  phase  of  foots  and  arga* 
ments  which  shall  confuse,  bewilder,  divide,  and 
cause  dissensions  in  the  workingmen's  ranks. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole 
system  of  political  bureaus.  They  generally 
have  their  origin  in  a  restloss  cupidity  for 
wealth  and  power.  They  naturally  lead  to, 
if  they  do  not  directly  foster,  abuses  and  cor- 
ruption. The  Freed  in  en*  8  Bureau  proved 
•eflrective  enough  to  organize  the  political  power 
of  the  colored  race  in  the  service  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  it  was  good  for  nothing  else. 
It  was  most  expensive,  gave  power  to  carpet- 
bi^gery,  and  festered  with  corruption. 

Tne  gentleman  from  MaSsacnu setts,  [Mr 
HoAB,]  and  his  colleague  from  the  tenth  dis- 
trict, [Mr.  Dawes,]  may  desire  to  provide 
against  future  political  emergencies  by  now 
organizing  a  labor  bureau  for  similar  purpoBCS 
against  white  men.  I  object  to  these*  things 
because  they  tend  to  multiply  offices,  augment 
unnecessarily  the  public  expenditures,  increase 
patronage,  and  debauch  the  public  morals.  I 
object  to  them  also  because  the^  are  often 
resorted  to  for  mere  nrocrastination  to  avoid 
the  timely  discharge  or  imperative  duties,  and 
to  dodge  or  shuffle  off  responsibility.  You 
orgauized  a  civil  service  commission.  It  has 
yet  accomplished  nothing  but  the  wasting  of  a 
good  deal  of  the  people's  money.  If  it  ever 
reach  any  conclusions  or  report,  you  will  be 
no  better  qualified  to  act  amrmatively  than 
you  have  been  for  two  years.  Why  do  you 
not  reform  the  civil  service?  Why  do  you  not 
reduce  the  number  of  offices  and  the  expense 
of  administration,  and  purge  the  service  of 
defaulters  and  scoundrels,  in  the  interests  of 
labor,  of  the  tax- payers? 

Several  years  ago  you  organized  in  the 
Treasury  a  revenue  commission  to  investi- 
gate the  great  questions  of  revenue,  taxation, 
commerce,  ana  currency.  The  Commissioner 
proved  to  be  a  most  impartial  and  accom- 
plished investigator,  and  his  reports  Were  rich 
in  information  and  wise  counsel,  and  were 
directly  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
and  relieve  the  unjust  burdens  of  labor,  and 
to  protect  the  workiugman  against  the  power 
ana  tyranny  of  capital.  But  because  of  these 
facts,  you  abolished  his  office  and  turned  oul 
Hon.  David  A.  Wells,  the  Commissioner. 
You  have  ever  since  condemned  alike  his 
facts  and  his  counsel* 

How  were  those  reports  and  that  counsel  re 
ceived  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
by  you  gentlemen  who  are  now  go  loud  in  your 
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profession  of  sympathy  with  labor?  Why,  on 
thiH  fiide  of  the  House,  with  an  almost  unani- 
mous cooperation  and  earnest  effort,  we  came 
to  the  supportofthat  Commissioner^and  recom- 
mendr^d  the  adoption  of  his  wise  counsel  in  the 
practical  enactment  of  laws  for  the  relief  of 
labor;  but  in  all  our  efforts  in  that  behalf  we 
were  thwarted  and  defeated,  and  scouted  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  by  none  with 
more  persistent  eloquence  than  by  him  who 
now  ri^es  to  interrupt  me  [Mr.  Rkllet.] 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  for 
a  moment,  to  suggest  simply  that  the  office 
of  Commissioner  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion. 

Mr.  KERR.     I  understand  all  that. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  can  imagine  no  case  in 
which  a  party  in  power  should  continue  an 
office  the  functions  of  which  had  been  so  pros- 
tituted. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  decline  to  yield  further  to  the 
gentleman.  If  the  office  did  expire  it  was  in 
the  power  of  gentlemen  on  the  Qther  side  of 
the  House,  as  we  desired  them  to  do,  to  con- 
tinue its  tenure,  to  renew  its  existence,  and  a 
bill  for  that  purpose  was  introduced  here.  But 
if  the  office  did  expire,  with  or  without  their 
consent,  fortunately  for  the  country,  for  labor, 
for  the  political  intelligence  of  this  country, 
the  results  of  that  commission  did  not  expire. 
They  exist  to-day,  and  they  will  exist  as  long 
as  the  records  of  this  country  stand,  and  so  long 
they  will  stand  as  an  ever-enduring  condemna- 
tion of  the  conduct  here  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  of  the  insincerity  of  all  its  profes- 
sions of  reform,  and  of  the  hollowness  of  its 
pretended  sy  m  pathy  with  laborers  and  the  poor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  capital  needs  no  commission  to 
investigate  its  interests,  or  to  protect  it  against 
labor.  It  is  powerful  beyond  all  precedent  in 
history ;  it  is  organized,  harmonious,  and  every- 
where strongly  intrenched  ;  it  fills  high  places 
and  legislative  halls  with  its  advocates ;  and  its 
hired  and  well-paid  agents  beset  every  avenue 
to  influence  and  power.  But  the  great  evils, 
iniustice,  inequalities,  and  burdens  under  which 
labor  toils  and  suffers  are  notorious  and  con- 
fessed. They  are  apparent  to  all  intelligent, 
impartial,  and  unselnsn  men.  No  commission 
can  make  them  more  so.  What  they  need  is 
action,  immediate,  effective,  practical  action, 
on  the  part  of  Government  for  their  relief. 

Infprmation  on  which  to  base  such  action 
is  ample  and  readily  attainable,  is  within  the 
easy  grasp  of  the  people's  Representatives. 
So  far  as  Congress  has  power  to  grant  the 
needfnl  relief  by  legal  enactments,  there  need 
be  no  delay ;  every  gentleman  in  this  House 
who  feels  manly  and  sincere  sympathy  with 
labor,  and  would  afford  it  honest  relief,  can 
do  so  quickly;  he  needs  only  to  appreciate 
the  high  responsibilities  of  his  office,  to  devote 
his  energies  with  industry  and  fidelity  to  gather 
and  utilize  the  facts  and  knowledge  that  exint 
in  abundance  all  around  him;  and  embody 
the  results  into  the  form  of  wise,  just,  and 
impartial  laws. 

The  people  elect  Congress  to  act  bv  its  own 
members  as  a  great  commission,  ana  it  is  our 
imperative  duty,  by  our  faithful,  personal  toil, 
study,  and  reflection,  to  qualify  ourselves  to 
meet  their  just  demands,  and  to  do  it  without 
shuffling,  temporizing,  or  delusive  pretenses. 
If  we  cannot  do  this  we  should  confess  our 
incompetency,  resign-  and  go  home,  and  give 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  select  better  men. 
The  Democratic  minority  in  this  House  have 
at  all  times  been  ready  and  sincerely  solicitous 
to  meet  and  fully  discharge  these  great  duties. 

We  have  always  struggled  to  secure  the 
enactment  of  such  laws  as  would  effectually 
reform  in  the  interests  of  labor  a  cruel  and 
oppressive  tariff,  and  reduce  the  grinding  bur- 
dens of  taxation,  and  equalize  the  exactions 
from  labor  and  capital  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  reform  an  inefficient  and  corrupt 
civil  service,  and  retrench  the  exorbitant  pub- 
lic expenditures,  and  check  the  lavish  and 
reckless  gifts  of  the  public  domain  to  combin- 


ations and  favorites,  and  to  reduce  the  imperial 
power  and  munificent  franchises  of  the  gieat 
corporations.  But  in  all  these  efforts  we  nave 
been  met  by  the  Republican  majority  here  and 
defeated,  i  ou  have  stood  as  a  faithful  guard 
about  the  palaces  of  capital,  and  have  been 
constantly  unmindful  of  the  wants  and  suffer 
ings  of  labor  and  of  the  poor.  Capital  and 
organized  wealth  have  acquired  all  their  power 
for  injustice  and  wrong  under  your  fostering 
care. 

Great  corporations  have  been  created  by 
you,  and  their  wealth  and  influence  have  be- 
come almost  imperial:  you  have  constantly 
strengthened  their  hands  and  filled  their  cof- 
fers at  the  expense  of  the  people ;  you  have 
given  empires  in  extent  of  the  people's  lands 
to  the  ricn,  to  rings,  and  to  railroad  schemes; 
you  have  compelled  the  people,  the  working- 
men,  the  great  mass  ot  consumers,  to  pay 
tribute  to  monopolists  under  your  scandalous 
tariff;  you  have  refused  to  make  any  6ona./!(2e 
or  material  reduction  in  taxation  ;  you  refuse 
actual  and  effective  reform  in  the  civil  service 
that  would  reduce  the  number  of  officers, 
retrench  expenses,  and  break  up  corruption  ; 
you  give  countenance  and  support  to  the  dis 
gusting  and  oppressive  carpet-bag  governments 
of  the  South,  that  rob  the  people  there  and 
create  burdens  intolerable  even  for  slaves  to 
bear. 

You  have  paid  millions  in  tribute  to  the 
national  banks  out  of  the  people^ s  hard  earn- 
ings. You  have  given  to  incorporated  wealth 
all  its  terrible  power  over  labor.  Your  power 
in  this  House  Itas  during  all  these  long  years 
been  complete  and  irresistible.  You  have  no 
excuse  for  your  habitual  and  persistent  failure 
to  give  anv  thought  or  sympauiy  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  tne  tax- ridden  workiogmen.  Your 
commissions  promise  no  better  results.  You 
may  organize  commissions  without  limit ;  you 
may  scatter  them  all  over  this  country;  and, 
as  the  editor  of  the  Guardian  well  says,  their 
result  will  only  enable  gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House  to  forge  new  manacles  for  the 
laborers  of  the  country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STORM.  1  yield  ten  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Slocum.] 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  ^ield  for  a  moment  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Duke.] 

Mr.  DUKE.  I  desire  to  have  read  an 
amendment  to  the  first  section. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  is  not  in 
order,  but  will  be  read  for  information. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Add  to  the  first  seotion  the  following  : 
And  especially  what  taxes,  assessments,  does,  or 
imposts  are  imposed  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  upon  any  article  nsed  by 
the  working  classes,  and  upon  any  raw  materials 
which  enter  in  any  manner  into  the  manufacture 
of  any  such  articles  as  are  ased  by  the  working 
classes,  so  as  to  show  particularly  what  articles  are 
taxed,  and  the  amount  of  tax  imposed  upon  each : 
also  what  amount  of  the  public  lands  (which  should 
have  been  preserved,  to  furnish  homes  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  supply  a  fund  for  the  education  of  the 
masses)  has  been  granted  to  corporations  organised 
and  controlled  by  and  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of 
a  few  wealthy  individuals. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  ask  to  have  read  an 
amendment  which  I  desire  to  offer,  but  which, 
I  believe,  is  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Strike  out,  "That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commission  of  three  persons  from  the 
civil  service,"  and  insert,  "That  Horace  U.  Day,  of 
New  York.  Richard  F.  Trovelliok,  of  Michigan, 
and  Alexander  Troup,  of  Connecticut,  be,  and  are 
hereby  appointed  a  commission." 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  merely  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  in  explanation  of  my  amendment. 
I  assume  that  this  bill  has  been  brought  before 
the  House  in  good  faith,  and  that  there  is  on 
the  part  of  those  advocating  it  an  earnest 
desire  to  discover  the  evils  that  beset  the  path- 
way of  the  laboring  man,  and  to  devise  a  rem- 
edy for  these  evils.  If  I  am  right  in  this 
assumption,  my  amendment  will  be  adopted. 
Instead  of  having  the  Administration  appoint 


this  commission,  it  should  be  appointed  by  the 
laboring  men  themselves.  In  other  words, 
instead  of  having  three  men  selected  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  we  should  take 
three  of  the  representative  men  of  the  laboring 
classes,     i  he  three  whose  names  I  have  sn^- 

fested  in  my  amendment  are  such  m^n.  Mr. 
)ay,  of  New  York,  is  a  man  who  did  much 
to  organize  the  labor  nnion  of  our  State.  Mr. 
Trevellick,  of  Michigan,  organized  the  labor 
unions  throughout  the  West.  Mr.  Troup,  of 
Connecticut,  is  the  head  center  of  the  labor 
unions  of  New  England.  Now,  if  you  really 
desire  to  obtain  a  non-partisan  report,  and 
to  discover  the  real  evils  which  afflict  the 
laboring  classes,  let  these  three  representative 
men  get  together  and  report  to  us  what  the 
troubles  are  and  what  remedy  they  propose. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Are  we  to  understand  by  the 
gentleman^s  suggestion  that  the  laboring  men 
of  the  country  are  in  this  labor  party  and  not 
in  the  Democratic  party? 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  The  main  portion  of  them 
are  in  the  Democratic  party,  where  thej  will 
always  remain  if  they  understand  their  own 
interests. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Then  why  does  the  gentle- 
man, in  providing  for  the  selection  of  these 
commissioners,  exclude  the  Democratic  party? 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  submit  that  if  we  are  m 
earnest  in  this  matter  and  desire  a  non-partisan 
report  we  should  select  men  of  the  class  I 
propose.  If  you  select  partisans  you  will  get 
a  partisan  report.  If  you  put  on  this  commis- 
sion high  tariff  men.  they  will  see  the  remedy 
in  a  high  tariff.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Kellet]  a  day  or  two  ago  made 
a  very  strong  and  very  pathetic  appeal  in  be- 
half of  this  bill ;  but  if  he  had  been  asked  when 
he  closed  his  remarks  what  he  regarded  as 
the  true  remedy  for  the  trouble,  he  wonld  have 
undoubtedly  told  us  that  the  remedy  would  be 
found  in  *^ protecting  our  home  industries;'' 
'or  in  other  words,  increasing  the  duty  on  coal 
and  iron  and  Bessemer  steel. 

So  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetta,  [Mr. 
Hoar,]  if  he  had  been  asked  for  his  remedy, 
would  have  told  us,  ^'a  little  more  protection 
for  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics,  and  perhaps 
some  incidental  measure  to  raise  the  price  of 
codfish.'* 

Now,  it  has  been  well  said  here  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill 
that  if  there  are  any  evils  afflicting  the  labor- 
ing men  the  Administration  is  responsible  for 
it.  The  Republican  party  has  been  in  power  for 
ten  years  ;  and  if  there  are  any  evils  afflicting 
the  laboring  men  they  are  to  be  laid  at  the 
door  of  the  administration  of  that  party. 

I  submit  that  this  is  the  best  argument  that 
can  be  urged  for  the  adoption  of  mj  amend- 
ment. If  a  man  should  die  through  the  mal- 
practice of  a  physician,  any  one  who  wonld 
suggest  that  this  same  physician  should  preside 
at  the  coroner's  inquest,  called  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  his  death,  would 
be  considered  little  better  than  a  fool.  So  in 
this  case ;  if,  as  has  been  justly  charged,  the 
Administration  is  responsible  for  the  e^ils 
complained  of  by  the  laboring  classes,  then 
neither  the  Administration  nor  any  one  selected 
by  it  should  preside  at  an  inquest  called  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  those  evils. 

Notwithstanding:  all  that  has  been  said  about 
the  evils  which  afBict  the  laboring  men  of  this 
country,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  many  re- 
spects the  laboring  man  here  has  advantages 
presented  to  him  by  no  other  country  on  God's 
earth.  So  faras  personal  freedom  is  concerned, 
nothing  can  be  asked  for  by  him.  Here  we 
are  all  on  a  perfect  equality.  In  the  selection 
of  our  rulers,  in  the  enactment  of  our  laws, 
before  our  courts  of  justice,  we  are  ail  equals. 
In  these  spheres  the  poorest  man  in  the  coun- 
try is  the  equal  of  the  richest.  As  to  per- 
sonal freedom,  it  has  oflen  occurred  to  roe  we 
have  a  surplus  of  it.  To-morrow  morning  fifty 
men  may  organize  in  New  York  city,  form  a 
procession,   stop  the  street  cars,  drive  the 
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omnibuses  off  the  main  thoroughfares  oftraveti 
and  annoy  and  injure  fifiy  thousand  men  by 
preventing  ihem  iVom  reaching  their  places  of 
DU!iiQe88  without  the  greatest  trouble.  If  free- 
dom  was  a  commodity  we  could  export,  I 
think  we  might  s«>nd  a  sinall  supply  to  foreign 
countries  wii  h  ndvaniagf*  to  the  people  of  those 
countries  and  without  detriment  to  ourselves. 
There  cannot  be  any  complaint  on  the  part  of 
the  laboring  cla^se^  as  to  their  not  having  the 
fullest  pergonal  treedom. 

As  to  political  honors  and  political  prefer- 
ment, the  door  ^s  ihrown  open  to  every  one. 
The  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country 
Was  once  a  laboring  man.  He  was  once  a 
poor  man.  I  am  glad  to  Siy,  through  the  par- 
liiliiyuf  his  friends,  ho  is  no  longer  poor. 
His  immi'diate  predeces3f)r  was  a^  mechanic, 
and  came  from  tiie  tailor's  bench  into  political 
Hie.  I  believe  he  onco  remarked  ne  had 
^'pa'tsed  from  alderman  of  liis  na  ive  village^ 
through  all  the  grades  of  official  position,  to 
the  Chief  Magistracy  of  his  country.**  The 
predecessor  of  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  laboring 
man,  a  boatman  and  a  rail  splitter.  Of  the 
United  States  Senate  to- day  ttiree  fourths  of 
its  members  were  once  laboring  men.  Of 
this  body  more  than  three  fourths  are  men 
who  rose  from  humble  circumstances  in  life. 

Certainly,  then,  it  cannot  be  said  that  politi- 
cal honors  and  preferment  have  been  denied 
to  the  poor  man.  Why,  sir,  we  have  opened 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  men  who,  five  years  ago, 
were  slaves  working  as  common  field-hands 
in  the  South.  Does  the  road  to  political  posi- 
tion need  to  be  made  any  broader  or  any  more 
smooth? 

So,  too,  with  regard  to  the  business  avoca- 
tions of  life.  Nine  tenths  of  the  merchant 
princes  of  New  York  to  day  are  men  who 
commenced  their  careers  by  sweeping  the 
stores  of  their  employers  and  doing  the  most 
menial  work  for  them.  Our  great  mechanics 
and  builders  are  nearly  all  men  who  served 
their  apprenticeship  and  worked  for  years  at 
the  bench.  We  need  no  legislation  in  this 
direction.  Notwithstanding  all  the  complaints 
we  have  heard,  I  believe  this  to  be  the  best 
country  on  the  earth  for  the  laboring  man. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood,  however,  as 
opposing  this  bill.  On  the  contrary  1  shall 
vote  for  it.  I  believe  there  are  certain  evils 
which  afflict  the  laboring  man  which  ought  to 
be  remedied,  and  if  you  appoint  the  men  I 
have  named  I  hope  they  will  point  them  out. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  time 
his  expired. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  will  consume  the  time  of 
the  House  but  for  a  moment  longer.  By  adopt- 
ing a  system  of  rigid  economy  in  Governmeut 
expenditures  we  can  relieve  the  laboring  man 
greatly.  We  can  relieve  him  greatly  by  driv- 
ing thieves  out  of  office.  Go  to  the  southern 
States.  What  do  you  behold  in  South  Caro 
Una  to  day  ?  U uder  the  control  of  men  placed 
in  office  by  Congress,  the  State  has  been  robbed 
since  the  war  of  $10,000,000.  This  last  year 
they  have  i8sued  over  six  million  dollars  of 
fraudulent  bonds.  The  people  are  overbur- 
dened with  taxes,  and  the  State  is  rapidly  drift 
ing  iuto  bankruptcy.  How  does  this  affect  the 
laboring  man  ?  Itincreases  the  price  of  every 
pound  of  rice  that  he  eats.  It  increases  the 
price  of  every  pound  of  cotton  that  he  uses. 
Relieve  the  laboring  man  of  that  system  of 
highway  robbery,  and  you  are  doing  the  best 
thing  you  can  do  for  him.  Go  to  the  New  York 
ctistoni  house,  where  one  year  ago  frauds  of  the 
darkest  kind  were  discovered  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Senate.  The  same  fraud.4 
are  going  on  to-day.  Men  holding  places  under 
the  collector  went  before  that  committee  and 
took  their  oaths  that  they  sydtemaiicaliy  robbed 
the  merchants,  and  the  same  men  are  to-day 
io  office,  although  their  guilt  was  made  known 
a  year  ago.  Stop  that  bystem  of  wholesale 
robbery,  that  blackmailing  of  merchants,  and 
you  will  buy  your  goods  fifteen  or  twenty  per 


cent,  less.    This  is  the  way  in  which  you  can 
benefit  the  laboring  man. 

The  evils  of  our  present  tariff,  with  the  high 
duties  imposed  upon  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  have  already  been  alluded  to 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  this  bill 
was  called  up  last  week  1  objected  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts) 
[Mr.  Hoar,]  who  proposed  to  the  House  that 
a  particular  day  should  be  fixed ,  on  which  the 
bill  should  be  made  a  special  order  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  bills.  I  objected  to  that, 
being  opposed  to  making  a  measure  of  this 
character  a  special  order  to.  the  exclusion  of 
many  other  bills  and  questions  which  are  before 
the  House  for  consioeration.  In  objecting  to 
mHking  it  a  special  order  I  did  not,  sir,  design 
to  be  considered  as  expressing  any  opinion  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  question  itself;  and  I  find, 
in  looking  at  the  journals,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  himself 
bad  previously  made  a  similar  objection,  I  have 
no  doubt  for  a  similar  reason.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr.]  who  has  addressed 
the  House  already  upon  this  question,  made 
the  same  objection,  and  our  action  was  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  made  a  reason  for  lecturing 
us,  and  lor  endeavoring  to  place  this  side  of 
the  House  in  a  position  with  reference  to  this 
bill  which  I  am  sure  this  side  of  the  House 
would  not  like  to  see  itself  placed  in.  That 
gentleman  expressed  bis  regret  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiaoa  [Mr.  Kerr]  and  myself 
had  seen  proper  to  offer  opposition  to  this 
measure^  and  ne  expressed  very  kindly,  and  no 
doubt  very  sincerelV,  his  hope  that  the  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  would  see  the 
impropriety  of  putting  themselves  in  an  atii- 
tuae  of  hostility  to  the  laboring  element  of  the 
country.  Now,  sir,  I  will  no  tsay  that  1  have 
some  slight  apprehension  that  the  regret  of 
the  gentleman  was  not  founded  in  entire  can- 
dor and  sincerity.  But  I  will  say  to  him,  in 
return,  that  I  regret  that  a  map  of  his  great 
and  distinguished  services  in  this  House,  that 
a  gentleman  who  has  served  more  consecu- 
tive terms  than  any  other  member  in  this 
House,  and  who  has  been  placed  bv  the  proper 
partiality  of  the  Speaker  at  the  head  of  the 
leading  committee  of  the  House,  should  not 
have  considered  it  beneath  his  dignity  and 
position  to  have  initiated  a  partisan  consider- 
ation of  this  discussion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  will,  if  I  have  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Nothing,  Mr.  Speaker,  was 
further  from  my  intention,  and  if  the  gentleman 
will  look  over  the  report  in  the  Globe,  although 
I  have  not  examinea  it  myself,  he  will  see  that 
I  took  particular  pains  to  say  I  did  not  think  the 
party  with  which  the  gentleman  acted  did  enter- 
tain any  objection  to  the  measure.  And  I  ex- 
pressed my  regret  that  those  two  gentlemen, 
who  by  their  position  were  entitled  to  be  con* 
sidered  in  some  measure  representative  men  in 
their  party,  should  take  this  position,  because  it 
might  lead  to  such  a  supposition  being  enter- 
tained. I  protested  against  it.  I  did  not  be- 
lieve that  in  that  respect  those  gentlemen  did 
represent  their  partv. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  do  not  think  I  have  wrongly 
stated  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes.]  I  may  have 
misapprehended  him,  but  I  am  well  versed  in 
the  force  of  language,  and  I  am  certain  that 
the  gentleman  cannot  deny  that  he  endeavored 
to  fix  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  and  myself  to  this 
bill  as  being  opposition,  and  he  hoped  that 
our  side  of  the  House  generally  would  not 
exhibit  a  similar  opposition  to  the  interests  of 
the  laboring  classes  of  the  country.  I  am 
obliged  to  ask  whether  he  designed  to  take  a 
partisan  advantage  to  that  side  of  the  House? 

But,  sir,  let  that  pass.  This  bill  is  now  before 
QS  for  consideration,  and  for  discussion,  and 


for  conclusion.  It  arises  in  what  I  am  bound 
to  believe  to  be  an  honest  and  a  sincere  desire 
to  be  of  service  to  the  laboring  men  of  this 
country.  It  is  a  proposition  for  what  the  gen- 
tleman is  pleased  to  term  an  investigation  mto 
the  causes  of  this  general  discontent;  so  that 
if  it  be  within  the  power  of  the  legislation  of 
Congress  to  apply  a  remedy,  that  remedy  may 
be  applied. 

Well  now,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  thowe  who 
have  initiated  this  measure  do  not  really  un- 
derstand the  great  question  to  which  it  has 
reference.  The  laboring  element  of  the  coun- 
try, as  a  portion  of  the  body  politic,  is  in  my 
judgment  able  and  entir<»ly  competent  to  de 
termine  for  itself  and  judge  for  itself  whether 
it  be  within  the  power  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  afford  the  laboring  classes 
the  relief  which  they  require ;  and  I  sav  here  to 
gentlemen  that  it  is  a  great  mistake  for  them 
to  identify  the  workingmen  of  the  United  States 
with  the  International  of  Europe.  There  are 
great  differences  between  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes  in  Europe  and  here.  Thera 
are  great  underlying  causes  for  popular  dis- 
content there ;  and  there  is  a  wide  diversity 
of  opinion,  of  political  action  and  of  ultimate 
determination  with  reference  to  the  practical 
result  and  solution  of  this  great  question  be- 
tween the  Internationals  of  Europe  and  the 
laboring,  working,  producing  classes  in  the 
United  States. 

Sir,  in  my  judgment,  the  causes  of  the 
trouble  here  lie  within  the  legislation,  within 
the  public  policy  of  the  dominant  party.  The 
laboring  classes  of  the  United  States  feel  to- 
4iay  that  there  is  a  discrimination  mt^do  against 
them.  They  see  largely  aggregated  wealth 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  which  is  held 
there  oppressive  to  the  many.  They  say,  and 
I  may  almost  say  for  them,  that  they  who  pro- 
duce nothing  get  everything,  while  they  who 
produce  everything  get  nothing.  Thejr  feel 
that  by  the  condition  of  the  public  policy  of 
this  country,  by  the  results  of  congressional 
legislatioQ,  by  the  principles  and  practice 
initiated  within  the  last  decade,  the  results  of 
their  labors  are  not  what  they  were  before 
that ;  that  while  your  depreciated  currency  has 
enhanced  prices  nominally,  it  has  not  to  a  cor- 
responding extent  enhanced  the  rewards  of 
their  labor ;  that  while  an  onerous  taxation, 
occasioned  by  a  large  public  debt  by  the 
profligacy  of  the  administration  of  our  public 
affairs,  by  the  wide  spread  corruption,  by  the 
granting  of  subsidies  and  bounties,  by  liberal 
bequests  made  by  the  Government  to  those 
who  are  abundantly  able  to  provide  for  and 
take  care  of  themselves — that  that  condition 
of  things  has  reacted  and  produced  elements 
in  the  country  oppressing  ihem  and  grinding 
them  down.  In  this  condition  of  things  they 
properly  ask  the  question,  how  is  this?  They 
are  naturally  discontented ;  they  are  naturally 
seeking  a  remedy  ;  they  are  naturally  looking 
for  relief ;  they  are  naturally  agitating  the  great 
problem  whether  their  interests  should  not 
receive  an  equal  protection  if  it  be  within  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  grant  them  that 
relief. 

Now,  I  will  say  to  them  that  they  need  not 
look  to  the  source  from  which  has  emanated 
this  oppression  for  a  remedy  for  their  diseasct 
and  that  that  power  which  by  its  legislation 
has  imposed  these  unjust  burdens  upon  their 
indnstrf  will  be  the  last  power  to  grant  them 
a  remedy  snch  as  they  reauire.  Lpt  them  look 
back  to  ten  years  ago.  We  had  then  no  pub 
lie  debt ;  we  had  no  system  of  internal  revenue 
taxation ;  we  had  no  governmental  paper ;  we 
had  no  profligate  and  extravagant  appropri- 
ations of  the  public  credit  and  public  property 
to  corporations  abundantly  able  lo  protect 
themselves.  These  men  know  all  th*8,  and 
knowing  it,  in  my  judgment,  practical,  honest, 
clear-headed  men  as  they  are,  they  will  look 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Democratic  party  to 
power  to  give  them  the  only  relit:f  that  thepr 
can  ever  receive  in  this  couutry.    And,  sir,  li 
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is  the  veriest,  the  smallest  demagogism  for 
gentlemen  to  rise  here  and  by  pretending  by 
the  exercise  of  their  patronage  in  creating  an 
investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  difficalty 
to  seek  the  favor  of  the  class  which  they  have 
so  oppressed,  ruined,  and  almost  destroyed. 
Sir,  in  my  judgment  the  time  is  speedily  coming 
for  their  relief;  the  time  is  speedily  coming 
when  under  an  administration  and  under  le^s- 
lation  which  is  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  they  are  to  be  relieved  of 
all  these  burdens.  That  time  will  be  here  very 
soon,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  working 
classes  of  this  country  will  have  reb'ef 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

CIVIL  SKRVICH  RBFORM. 

TbeSPEAKER)  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  following  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

T9  t/U  StnaU  and  Hotue  of  ReprtBtmtaiivf  : 

In  oeeordance  with  the  act  of  Confresi,  approved 
March  3, 1871, 1  convened  a  commission, of  eminent 
gentlemen  to  devise  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
purpose  of  reforming  the  civil  service.  Their  labors 
are  now  complete,  and  I  transmit  herewith  their 
report,  together  with  the  rules  which  they  recom- 
mend for  my  action.  Those  rules  have  been  adopted 
and  will  go  into  effect  on  thelstday  of  January,  1872. 

Under  the  law  referred  to.  as  I  interpret  it,  the 
authority  is  already  invested  in  the  Ezecntive  to 
enforce  these  regulations,  with  full  power  to  abridge, 
alter,  or  amend  them,  at  his  option,  when  changes 
may  be  deemed  advisable. 

These  views,  together  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, are  submitted  for  your  careful  consider- 
ation as  to  whether  further  legislation  may  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  carry  out  an  effective  and  beneficial 
civil  service  reform.  If  left  to  me,  without  further 
congressional  action,  the  rules  nrescribed  by  the 
eommisBion,  under  the  reservation  already  men- 
tioned, will  be  faithfully  executed,  but  they  are  not 
binding,  without  further  legislation,  upon  my  suc- 
cessors. 

Being  deeirous  of  bringing  this  SnbJoet  to  th6 
attention  of  Congress  before  the  approaehing 
recess,  I  have  not  time  to  sufficiently  examine  the 
accompanying  report  to  enable  me  to  suggest  defi- 
nite legislative  action  to  insure  the  support  which 
may  be  necessary  in  order  to  give  a  thorough  trial 
to  a  policy  long  needed. 

I  ask  for  all  the  strength  which  Congress  can  give 
me  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  reforms  in  the 
eivil  service,  recommended  by  the  commissioners, 
and  adopted,  to  take  effect,  as  before  stated,  on 
January  1, 1872. 

The  law  which  provides  for  the  convening  of  a 
commission  to  devise  rules  and  regnlations  for 
reforming  the  civil  service,  authorises,  I  think,  the 
permanent  organisation  of  a  primary  board  under 
whose  general  direction  all  examinations  of  appli- 
cants for  public  office  shall  be  conducted.  There  is 
no  appropriation  to  continue  such  a  board  beyond 
the  termination  of  its  present  lal>ors.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  a  proper  appropriation  be  made 
to  continue  the  services  of  the  present  board  for 
another  year:  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  throe 
members  of  the  board  hold  positions  in  the  pub- 
lie  service,  which  precludes  them  from  receiving 
extra  compensation,  under  existing  laws,  that  they 
be  authorised  to  receive  a  fair  compensation  for 
extra  services  rendered  by  them  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty. 

U.8.QEANT. 
ExBCUTivx  Mansion,  DeoemW  19, 1871. 

The  SPEAKER.  Accompanying  the  mes- 
sage are  the  report  of  the  commission  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  Qeneral. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  move  that  the  message 
and  the  accompanying  papers  be  referred  to 
the  special  Committee  on  Civil  Service  and 
Reform,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EBLLEY.    I  also  submit  the  following 

resolution,  which  will  be  referred  under  the 

law  to  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Jietohed,  That  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the 
President's  message  of  this  date,  relating  to  civil 
service  reform,  and  the  report  therewith  transmitted, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  EILLINGER.  I  will  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  to  include  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney General. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  will  modi^  my  resolution 
80  as  to  include  the  printing  of  all  the  accom- 
pauying  documents. 

The  resolution  as  modified  was,  under  the 
law,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

MK88AOB  FROM  THE  8BNATK. 

A  message  fVom  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Gorham, 
its  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  with  amendments,  in  which 


the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested, 
a  bill  of  the  following  title : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  459|  for  the  constmction 
of  a  public  building  at  Cnicago,  Illinois. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  CHICAGO. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  just  received 
from  the  Senate.  The  amendments  to  it  are 
purely  verbal. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kbllet]  had  the  floor  on 
the  biu  in  relation  to  the  labor  commission. 

The  SPEAKER.  The. gentleman  has  the 
floor;  but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  GABnELo]  would  take  him  from 
the  floor,  because  it  is  a  motion  to  go  to  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Let  it  be  by  nnanimous  con* 
sent,  as  otherwise  it  will  terminate  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  is  what  I 
intended  to  ask. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  were  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  for  consideration. 

The  first  amendment  was  on  pi^  1,  line 
nine,  after  the  word  "price''  to  msert  the 
words  '*for  the  ground,*''  so  that  it  will  read. 
'*a  fair  and  reasonable  price  for  the  ground.'' 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  amend- 
ment, as  we  understand  it,  does  not  change 
the  real  meaning  of  the  bill  in  any  respect, 
except  that  it  makes  the  price  apply  to  the 
ground,  and  not  to  th«  whole  building. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "some  other  square  of  ground  in  the 
city  of  Chicago  not  more  than  two  squares  dis- 
tant from,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  "ont  of  the  twenty- four  squares  of 
ground  nearest  to  and  immediately  surround- 
ing." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  take  it  that 
this  amendment  does  not  vary  in  substance 
the  Original  text  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  who 
understand  the  nature  of  the  ground  in  ques- 
tion say  that  the  bill  as  drawn  allows  already 
a  selection  from  twenty-four  squares.  But  lest 
there  might  be  some  aoubt  about  it,  the  Sen- 
ate has  struck  out  the  language  originally  used, 
and  provided  specifically  tnat  the  selection  may 
be  made  from  the  twenty-four  squares  imme- 
diately surrounding.  I  move  that  the  amend- 
ment be  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  votes  by  which  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  LABOR. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  874)  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  on  the  subject  of 
the  wa^s  and  hours  of  labor,  and  the  division 
of  prohts  between  labor  and  capital  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  just  been  read  at 
the  Clerk's  desk,  is  a  full  and  efiVtctual  answer 
to  the  charges  that  have  just  been  made  by 
gentlemen  upnn  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  profligacy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. It  shows  that  the  party  which  the 
President  represents  is  a  party  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform ;  that  it  is  endeavoring^  as 
far  as  it  may  be  able,  to  seek  out  all  miscon- 
duct and  maladministration  in  any  department 
of  the  General  Government,  and  to  correct  all 
evils  that  may  be  found,  wherever  they  may 
exist,  and  to  effect  a  proper  civil  service  re- 
form. I  regret  that  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  have  male  this  bill  the  subject  of  political 
discussion.  It  has  not  been  so  treated  by  gen- 
tlemen upon  our  side  of  this  Hall,  where  this 
bill  originated  in  good  fiuth,  not  in  the  inter- 


est of  any  political  party,  or  any  clique ;  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  laborer  alone,  or  of  the 
capitalist  alone,  but  in  the  interest  of  all  the 
people  of  the  nation,  who  are  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  bill. 
And  it  is  an  additional  matter  of  regret  that  a 
bill  which  merely  provides  for  a  commissioQ 
of  inquiry  should  have  created  so  much  alsroi 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  never  can  come  from 
the  Republicans  a  proposition  which  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  do  not  consider  politi- 
cal, and  of  which  they  are  not  afraid  that  it 
ma^  create  for  us  some  political  capital: 

This  bill  is  not  intended  for  the  establish 
ment  of  a  permanent  bureau,  with  a  Commis- 
sioner at  the  head  of  it,  and  with  the  attendant 
officers  and  consequent  expenses.    It  merely 

f provides  that  three  intelligent  men,  to  be  se- 
ected  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  authorized  to  look  into  and  investigate 
what  are  supposed  to  be  the  relations  of  capital 
and  labor,  and  how  those  relations  are  affected 
by  our  system  of  commerce,  finance,  and  cor- 
rtncy.  There  is  no  gentleman  on  this  floor 
who  does  not  know  that  in  England,  Prance, 
and  Germany  great  distress  and  great  disaf- 
fection exist  among  the  laboring  classes  of 
the  people.  It  is  also  well  known  that  they 
are  entering  into  combinations  and  affiliations 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  evils  which 
they  say  are  bearing  heavily  upon  them.  Then 
we  have  the  additional  great  fact  staring  os  in 
the  face  that  in  England,  the  great  workshop 
of  the  world,  in  that  portion  of  it  which  has  a 
large  number  of  furnaces,  forces,  and  facto- 
ries, (I  allude  to  Wales,)  one  individoal  oat 
of  every  nine  is  a  pauper,  and  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  community.  It  is  also  a 
matter  of  record  that  in  England  and  Wales 
combined,  out  of  a*  population  of  twenty-two 
million,  one  million  one  hundred  thousand,  or 
one  in  every  twenty,  are  supported  in  the 
public  poor-houses  of  the  nation  at  a  cost  of 
$48,000,000  annually.  Even  in  this  country, 
unfortunately,  we  have  not  been  free  from  labor 
disturbances,  and  we  have  had  our lockoots 
and  our  strikes  of  long  continuance,  and  to  the 
great  disadvantage  both  of  the  emoloyer  and 
the  workman,  and  to  the  inj'ury  of  tne  people. 

As  we  are  rapidly  becommg  a  manufactur 
ing  people,  it  becomes  our  duty,  then,  in  order 
that  we  may  not  suffer  from  evils  similar  to 
those  which  have  manifested  themselves  in 
the  older  countries,  to  investigate  these  mat- 
ters, that  we  may,  if  possible,  discover  the 
ground  of  these  labor  difficulties.  It  is  right 
and  proper,  nay,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  consti- 
tutional Representatives  of  the  people,  that 
they  should  carefully  examine  and  see  wherein 
the  trouble  lies,  with  a  view  to  such  constitu* 
tional  action,  if  any  be  needed,  as  will  remove 
the  grievances  of  which  the  laborer  com- 
plains. 

It  is  urged  upon  the  opposite  side  that  the 
evils  in  question  have  originated  in  the  action 
of  the  Republican  party.  We  are  told  that 
the  great  burdens  under  which  the  people 
suffer  arise  from  the  heavy  debt  which  w 
been  imposed  upon  them  and  the  taxation 
consequent  thereon.  I  admit  that  all  classes 
of  the  people  are  to-day  laboring  under  great 
disadvantages,  difficulties,  and  privations  be- 
cause of  the  taxation  resulting  from  the  pah* 
lie  debt;  but  I  want  to  ask  this  House  and  the 
people  what  created  that  public  debt?  ^•^ '* 
not  created  because  of  the  requirements  of  me 
loyal  people  of  the  coutitry  in  providing  ths 
necessary  means  of  putting  down  a  great  rebel- 
lion ? 

Who  are  the  men  who  originated  that  rebel- 
lion? They  were  the  Democratic  party  of  tho 
South,  aided  and  abetted  by  their  svmpathiiers 
in  the  Democratic  party  in  the  North.  And 
before  the  world  to-day  the  men  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  North  and  Sooth,  are  the  men 
who  are  responsible  for  the  war,  and  for  all 
the  effects  or  that  rebellion,  and  are  the  men 
answerable  before  God  and  the  country  foronr 
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is  the  Teriest)  the  smallest  demagogism  for 
gentlemen  to  rise  here  and  by  pretending  by 
the  exercise  of  their  patronage  in  creating  an 
inTesttgation  into  the  causes  of  the  difficulty 
to  seek  the  favor  of  the  class  which  they  have 
so  oppressed,  ruined,  and  almost  destroyed. 
Sir,  in  my  judgment  the  time  is  speedily  coming 
for  their  relief;  the  time  is  speedily  coming 
when  under  an  administration  and  under  le^s- 
lation  which  is  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  they  are  to  be  relieved  of 
all  these  burdens.  That  time  will  be  here  very 
soon,  and  then,  and  not  till  then«  the  working 
classes  of  this  country  will  have  relief. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

CIVIL  SKRVICH  RBFORM. 

The  SPEAKER)  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  tho  following  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 

T9  tki  Sinatt  and  Houte  of  Btprettntativtt : 

In  aecordanoe  with  the  aot  of  Coof  rest,  approved 
March  3, 1871, 1  convened  a  commission  of  eminent 
eentlemen  to  devise  rules  and  refrulittions  for  the 
purpose  of  reforming  the  civil  service.  Their  labors 
are  now  complete,  and  I  transmit  herewith  their 
report,  together  with  the  rules  which  they  recom- 
mend for  my  action.  Those  rules  have  been  adopted 
and  will  go  into  effect  on  thelst  day  of  January,  1872. 

Under  the  law  referred  to.  as  I  interpret  it,  the 
authority  is  already  invested  in  the  Executive  to 
enforce  these  regulations,  with  full  power  to  abridge,, 
alter,  or  amend  them,  at  his  option,  when  changes 
may  be  deemed  odvitable. 

These  views,  together  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, are  submitted  for  your  careful  consider- 
ation M  to  whether  further  legislation  mav  bo  neces- 
sary in  order  to  carry  out  an  effective  ana  beneficial 
civil  service  reform.  If  left  to  me,  without  further 
concessional  action,  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
com  mission,  under  the  reservation  already  men- 
tioned, will  be  faithfully  executed,  but  they  are  not 
binding,  without  further  legislation,  upon  my  suc- 
cessors. 

Being  desirous  of  bringing  this  Subject  to  th6 
attention  of  Congress  before  the  approaching 
recess,  I  have  not  time  to  sufficiently  examine  the 
accompanying  report  to  enable  me  to  suggest  defi- 
nite legislative  action  to  insure  the  support  which 
may  be  necessary  in  order  to  give  a  thorough  trial 
to  a  policy  long  needed. 

I  ask  for  all  the  strength  which  Congress  can  give 
me  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  reforms  in  the 
eivil  service,  recommended  by  the  commissioners, 
and  adopted,  to  take  effect,  as  before  stated,  on 
January  1, 1872. 

Tho  law  which  provides  for  the  convening  of  a 
commission  to  devise  rules  and  regulations  for 
reforming  the  civil  service,  authorises,  I  think,  the 
permanent  organisation  of  a  primary  board  under 
whose  general  direction  all  examinations  of  appli- 
cants for  public  office  shall  be  conducted.  There  is 
no  appropriation  to  continue  such  a  board  beyond 
the  termination  of  its  present  labors.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  a  proper  Appropriation  be  made 
to  continue  the  services  of  the  present  board  for 
another  year:  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  three 
members  of  the  board  hold  positions  in  the  pub- 
lie  service,  which  precludes  them  from  receiving 
extra  compensation,  under  existing  laws,  that  they 
be  authorised  to  receive  a  fair  compensation  for 
extra  services  rendered  by  them  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty. 

U.8.QEANT. 
EzBCUTivs  Maksion,  DeoemW  19, 1871. 

The  SPEAKER.  Accompanying  the  mes- 
sage are  the  report  of  the  commission  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  Qeneral. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  move  that  the  message 
and  the  accompanying  papers  be  referred  to 
the  special  Committee  on  Civil  Service  and 
Reform,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EELLE  Y.    I  also  submit  the  following 

resolution,  which  will  be  referred  nnder  the 

law  to  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Jietolved,  That  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the 
President's  message  of  this  date,  relating  to  eivil 
service  reform,  and  the  report  therewith  transmitted, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  KILLIN6ER.  I  will  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  to  include  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney General. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  will  modi^  my  resolution 
so  as  to  include  the  printing  of  all  the  accom- 
pauying  documents. 

The  resolution  as  modified  was,  under  the 
law,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

MBSfiAOB  FROM  THB  8BNATM. 

A  message  fVom  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Qorbam, 
its  Secretary,  informed  the  Hoase  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  with  amendments,  in  which 


the  coocnrrence  of  the  House  was  requested, 
a  bill  of  the  following  title : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  459|  for  the  construction 
of  a  public  building  at  Cnicago,  Illinois. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINa  AT  CHICAGO. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  just  received 
from  the  Senate.  The  amendments  to  it  are 
purely  verbal. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kellet]  had  the  floor  on 
the  biU  in  relation  to  the  labor  commission. 

The  SPEAKER.  The. gentleman  has  the 
floor;  but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Gabfield]  would  take  him  from 
the  floor,  because  it  is  a  motion  to  go  to  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Let  it  be  by  unanimous  con* 
sent,  as  otherwise  it  will  terminate  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  is  what  I 
intended  to  ask. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  were  taken  from  the  Speaker*  s 
table  for  consideration. 

The  first  amendment  was  on  page  1,  line 
nine,  after  the  word  '* price''  to  insert  the 
words  **for  the  ground ;''  so  that  it  will  read. 
'*a  fair  and  reasonable  price  for  the  ground.'' 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  amend- 
ment, as  we  understand  it,  does  not  change 
the  real  meaning  of  the  bill  in  any  respect, 
except  that  it  makes  the  price  i^ply  to  the 
ground,  and  not  to  the  whole  building. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
words,  **8ome  other  square  of  ground  in  the 
city  of  Chicago  not  more  than  two  squares  dis- 
tant from,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  "out  of  the  twenty-four  squares  of 
ground  nearest  to  and  immediately  surround- 
ins;." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  take  it  that 
this  amendment  does  not  vary  in  substance 
the  Original  text  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  who 
understand  the  nature  of  the  ground  in  ques- 
tion say  that  the  bill  as  drawn  allows  already 
a  selection  from  twenty-four  squares.  But  lest 
there  misht  be  some  doubt  about  it,  the  Sen- 
ate has  struck  out  the  language  originally  used, 
and  provided  specifically  Uiat  the  selection  may 
be  made  from  the  twenty-four  squares  imme- 
diately surrounding.  I  move  that  the  amend- 
ment be  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  votes  by  which  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WAGES  and  HOUBS  OF  LABOB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  874)  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  on  the  subject  of 
the  wases  and  hours  of  labor,  and  the  division 
of  profats  between  labor  and  capital  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  just  been  read  at 
the  Clerk's  desk,  is  a  full  and  effectual  answer 
to  the  charged  that  have  just  been  made  by 
gentlemen  upnn  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  profligacy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. It  shows  that  the  party  which  the 
President  represents  is  a  party  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform ;  that  it  is  endeavoring,  as 
far  as  it  may  be  able,  to  seek  out  all  miscon- 
duct and  maladministration  in  any  department 
of  the  General  Government,  and  to  correct  all 
evils  that  may  be  found,  wherever  they  may 
exist,  and  to  effect  a  proper  civil  service  re- 
form. I  regret  that  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  have  male  this  bill  the  subject  of  political 
discussion.  It  has  not  been  so  treated  by  gen- 
tlemen upon  our  side  of  this  Hall,  where  this 
bill  originated  in  good  fiuth,  not  in  the  inter 


est  of  any  political  party,  or  any  clique ;  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  laborer  alone,  or  of  the 
capitalist  alone,  but  in  the  interest  of  all  the 
people  of  the  nation,  who  are  deeplv  inter- 
ested in  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  bill. 
And  it  is  an  additional  matter  of  regret  that  a 
bill  which  merely  provides  for  a  commission 
of  inquiry  should  have  created  so  much  alarm 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  never  can  come  from 
the  Republicans  a  proposition  which  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  do  not  consider  politi- 
cal, and  of  which  they  are  not  afraid  that  it 
ma^  create  for  us  some  political  capital: 

This  bill  is  not  intended  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  bureau,  with  a  Commis- 
sioner at  the  head  of  it,  and  with  the  attendant 
officers  and  consequent  expenses.  It  merely 
provides  that  three  intelligent  men,  to  be  se- 
lected by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  authorized  to  look  into  and  investigate 
what  are  supposed  to  be  the  relations  of  capital 
and  labor,  and  how  those  relations  are  affected 
by  our  system  of  commerce,  finance,  and  cur- 
rtncy.  There  is  no  gentleman  on  this  floor 
who  does  not  know  that  in  England,  France, 
and  Germany  great  distress  and  great  disaf- 
fection exist  among  the  laboring  classes  of 
the  people.  It  is  also  well  known  that  they 
are  entering  into  combinations  and  affiliations 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  evils  which 
they  say  are  bearing  heavily  upon  them.  Then 
we  have  the  additional  great  fact  staring  us  in 
the  face  that  in  England,  the  great  workshop 
of  the  world,  in  that  portion  of  it  which  has  a 
large  number  of  furnaces,  forges,  and  facto- 
ries, (I  allude  to  Wales,)  one  individual  out 
of  every  nine  is  a  pauper,  and  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  community.  It  is  also  a 
matter  of  record  that  in  England  and  Wales 
combined,  out  of  a  population  of  twenty-two 
million,  one  million  one  hundred  thousand,  or 
one  in  every  twenty,  are  supported  in  the 
public  poor-bouses  of  the  nation  at  a  cost  of 
$48,000,000  annually.  Even  in  this  country, 
unfortunately,  we  have  not  been  free  from  labor 
disturbances,  and  we  have  had  our  lock-outs 
and  our  strikes  of  long  continuance,  and  to  the 
great  disadvantage  both  of  the  employer  and 
the  workman,  and  to  the  injury  of  tne  people. 

As  we  are  rapidly  becommg  a  manufactur- 
ing people,  it  becomes  our  duty,  then,  in  order 
that  we  may  not  suffer  from  evils  similar  to 
those  which  have  manifested  themselves  in 
the  older  countries,  to  investigate  these  mat- 
ters, that  we  may,  if  possible,  discover  the 
ground  of  these  labor  difficulties.  It  is  right 
and  proper,  nay,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  consti- 
tutional Representatives  of  the  people,  that 
they  should  carefully  examine  and  see  wherein 
the  trouble  lies,  with  a  view  to  such  constitu- 
tional action,  if  any  be  needed,  as  will  remove 
the  grievances  of  which  the  laborer  com- 
plains. 

It  is  urged  upon  the  opposite  side  that  the 
evils  in  question  have  originated  in  the  action 
of  the  Republican  party.  We  are  told  that 
the  great  burdens  under  which  the  people 
suffer  arise  from  the  heavy  debt  which  has 
been  imposed  upon  them  and  the  taxation 
consequent  thereon.  I  admit  that  all  classes 
of  the  people  are  to-day  laboring  under  great 
disadvantages,  difficulties,  and  privations  be- 
cause of  the  taxation  resulting  from  the  pub- 
lic debt;  but  I  want  to  ask  this  House  ana  the 
people  what  created  that  public  debt?  Was  it 
not  created  because  of  the  requirements  of  the 
loyal  people  of  the  country  in  providing  the 
necessary  means  of  putting  down  a  great  rebel- 
lion? 

Who  are  the  men  who  originated  that  rebel- 
lion? They  were  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
South,  aided  and  abetted  by  their  sympathizers 
in  the  Democratic  party  iu  the  North.  And 
before  the  world  to-day  the  men  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  North  and  South,  are  the  men 
who  are  responsible  for  the  war,  and  for  all 
the  effects  oi  that  rebellion,  and  are  the  men 
answerable  before  God  and  the  countr?  for  our 
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Mr.  BURGHARD.  I  moTe  to  amend  the 
motion  of  Uie  ijentleman  from  Obio  by  striking 
out  from  the  instructions  all  after  the  intro- 
ductory part  of  the  resolution,  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  it  shall  bo  the  dutyof  the  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics*  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  in  addition  to  the  duties  now  reauired  to 
be  periormed  by  him.  to  inyestigate  and  collect 
statistics  upon  the  subject  of  wages  and  hours  of 
labor.and  uf  the  dirision  of  the  joint  profits  of  labor 
and  capital  between  the  laborer  and  the  capitalist, 
and  upon  the  social,  educational,  and  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  laboring  classes  of  the  United  States, 
and  upon  the  bearing  and  influence  of  existing  laws 
of  the  United  States  regulating  oommeroe,  finance, 
and  currency  upon  that  welfare. 

The  amendment  which  I  propose  is  not 
antagonistic  to  the  purpose  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  did  not  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  an  amendment,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  debating  the  question. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  There  was  no  stipu- 
lation of  that  kind.  I  know  nothing  about 
that.  I  yielded  to  my  colleague  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  BURGHARD.  My  amendment  does 
not  conflict  with  any  of  the  views  which 
have  been  advanced  here  by  the  advocates  of 
this  measure. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is 
not  addressing  himself  to  anything  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BURGHARD.  Well,  that  is  a  very 
small  point  of  order,  indeed.  [Laughter.] 
The  original  proposition  is  that  a  commission 
shall  be  appointed  to  investigate  andascert«in 
certain  facts  that  no  member  upon  this  floor 
fit  to  be  a  member  of  Gongress  nas  not  given 
some  consideration  to  and  cannot  be  wholly 
destitute  ofsome  information  npon  that  subject. 
It  is  one  of  the  fundamental  questions  in 
political  economy  and  deeply  concerns  the 
public  welfare  of  the  country — the  proper 
division  of  the  profits  of  capital  and  labor. 
But  the  bill  confesses  our  i^^norance  and  pro- 
poses to  give  the  investigation  of  these  ques- 
tions to  a  commission,  creating  three  addi- 
tional officers  to  draw  a  salary  of  $5,000  per 
annum  each.  I  would  have  no  objection  to 
that  were  it  not  that  we  have  already  the  ma- 
chinery necessary  to  ascertain  these  facts. 
We  have  a  Bureau  of  Statistics,  employed  at  an 
annual  expense  of  from  forty  to  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  a  clerical  force  of  from 
thirty  to  forty  men,  as  the  Treasury  report 
shows,  who  can  investigate  and  inquire 
into  these  facts.  I  am  in  favor  of  utilizing, 
as  more  economical,  the  force  that  we  have, 
and  I  think  it  is  far  better  to  do  that  than 
to  appoint  a  joint  c6mmittee  of  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representives,  as 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Gampbell,]  empowered  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  investigate  the  subject.  What 
we  want  is  facts  and  not  theories,  and  we 
have  already  a  bureau  for  ascertaining  these 
facts. 

I  thank  mv  collea^e  for  yielding  to  me.  I 
have  not  made  amotion  to  amend  the  bill,  but 
simply  a  motion  to  amend  the  instructions 
offered  by  tRe  i^entleman  from  Ohio. 

I  desire  that  if  they  are  instructed  to  report 
any  measure,  it  shall  be  a  measure  merely 
authorizing  or  requiring  the  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics to  ascertain  these  facts. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  say  but 
a  very  few  words  on  this  subject  In  the  out- 
set I  wish  to  say  that  the  Republican  party  has 
done  more  for  the  laboring  men  and  women  of 
the  United  States,  of  all  colors,  and  without 
regard  to  color,  than  any  other  party  under 
the  sun  ever  did.  In  doing  this,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  some  of  the  laws  that  have  been 
enacted  bear  unequally  upon  labor  and  capi- 
tal. But  I  think  that  can  all  be  remedied  by 
the  repeal  of  a  few  laws,  by  the  repeal  or  dim- 
inution of  some  taxes,  and  by  such  an  adjust- 


ment as  upon  due  inquiry  members  of  Gongress 
would  be  capable  of  making. 

But  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  any 
more  commissions  npon  this  subject.  It  is 
proposed  by  this  bill  to  appoint  a  commission 
of  three  gentlemen,  with  a  salary  of  $6,000  each 
per  annum,  who  are  to  incubate  for  four  and 
twenty  months,  and  then  brine  forth  the  re- 
sults of  their  investigation  and  lay  them  before 
Gongress.  Now  $6,000  a  year  is  just  what  a 
member  of  Gonfuess  gets.  We  have  here  a 
Gommittee  on  Education  and  Labor,  and  a 
very  intelligent  and  distinguished  committee  it 
is,  too ;  a  much  better  commission,  in  my 
opinion,  than  the  President  or  anybody  else 
can  make  who  may  undertake  to  appoint  three 
gentlemen  from  the  country  at  large.  Now 
we  can  have  the  benefit  of  the  labors  of  that 
committee  without  expending  any  $6,000  a 
year  each  additional  for  three  commissioners. 
And  as  they  are  in  Gongress  for  two  years, 
they  will  have  full  time  to  make  their  investi- 
gation, as  much  time  as  this  commission  would 
have.  We  have  now  commissions  enough  in 
the  Government.  We  have  a  Gommissioner  of 
Agriculture,  a  Gommissioner  on  Statistics,  a 
Gommi8sioneroftheGensus,aGommissionerof 
Education,  and  sundry  other  commissioners.  I 
believe  the  last  appointed  was  a  commissioner 
on  fishes.  By  the  way,  I  wonder  what  the  com- 
missioner on  fishes  has  been  doing  all  this 
time.  I  presume  we  will  have  a  report  from 
him  soon. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  repeat 
what  he  has  just  said  ?  I  did  not  fully  under- 
stand  him. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  said  that  I  believed 
we  had  a  commissioner  on  fishes. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Willthe  gentleman  allow  me 
a  word  ? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  care  about 
the  matter  at  alt. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  think  my  friend  from  Illl^ 
nois,  [Mr.  Farnsworth,]  with,  all  the  other 
members  of  this  House,  will  be  gratified  when 
we  receive  the  report  of  that  commissioner.  I 
think  that  their  constituents  all  along  the  lakes 
will  thank  somebody  for  having  started  that 
commisnion. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Well,  I  will  be  very 
glad  of  that.  And  besides  all  those  com- 
missions and  commissioners,  we  have  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses  of  Gongress  upon  all 
those  subjects.  We  have  a  Gommittee  on 
Agriculture,  a  Gommittee  on  Manufactures,  a 
Gommittee  on  Education  and  Labor,  and  com- 
mittees upon  almost  every  conceivable  subject. 
If  there  is  any  necessity  for  another  committee 
on  this  special  subject  Ir't  us  appoint  it,  but  do 
not  pass  an  act  n(  Congress  providing  for  send- 
ing out  a  commi.^8ion  of  three  long- laboring 
gentlemen,  very  well  dressed  and  very  distin- 
guished, courteous  gentlemen,  no  doubt,  gradu- 
ates of  some  distinguished  college  in  New 
England,  to  labor  for  two  years  to  ascertain 
and  discover  what  we  ought  to  know  here  to 
begin  with,  to  advise  us  as  to  what  kind  of 
laws  we  should  pass  in  reference  to  capital 
and  labor.  We  bad  a  Gommissioner  of  Rev- 
enue awhile  ago.  He  did  not  happen  to  suit 
certain  gentlemen  from  certain  sections  of  this 
country  upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  and  he 
was  turned  out 

Mr.  HOAR.     He  was  not  turned  out. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     Well,  his  term  ex- 

Eired  and  we  would  not  renew  it  because  he 
appened  to  be  a  low-tariff  man.  Now,  if  we 
should  happen  to  get  on  this  commission  three 
high-tariff  men,  their  panacea  for  all  the  woes 
that  afflict  this  country  would  be  a  tariff  on 
pig-iron  and  coal.  If  we  should  happen  to  get 
a  free  trade  commission,  their  remedy  for  all 
woes,  their  adjustment  of  all  the  differences 
between  capital  and  labor,  would  be  free  trade. 
Now,  sir,  a  committee  of  this  House  appointed 
from  different  portions  of  the  country,  repre- 
senting different  views ;  representing  labor  and 
capital,  banks  and  agriculture,  and  everjrthing 
of  that  kind,  is  the  best  sort  of  a  committee  to 


investigate  this  subject  and  report  to  the  House ; 
at  least  so  it  seems  to  me. 
'  It  ia  proposed  by  some  gentlemen  to  com- 
mence relieving  the  labor  of  the  country  by 
repealing  the  tax  upon  incomes.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  begin  the  work  of  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  oppressed  labor  by  repealing  the 
only  tax  we  impose  npon  oapital.  From  an- 
other souree  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  the  tax 
upon  banks.  That  is  an  excellent  remedy  for 
the  relief  of  the  laboring  men.  Such  are  the 
various  propositions  presented.  Sir,  let  this 
matter  oe  referred  to  the  committee  that  has 
had  it  in  charge ;  let  them  make  the  Decessaiy 
investigations  and  report  to  this  Honae,  and  I 
'  certainly  shall  receive  their  report  with  a  great 
deal  of  respect. 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  now 
yield  ten  minutes  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Knr 

UNOXR.] 

Mr.  KILLIN(}ER.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  eariy 
part  of  the  session  I  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Gommittee  on  Education 
and  Labor  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
reporting  a  measure  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bureau  of  labor  m  connection  with 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  My  prefer- 
ence now  would  be  that  this  question  should 
take  that  shape — ^that  the  Gommissioner  of 
Agriculture,  whom  we  know  to  be  a  compe- 
tent gentleman,  should  have  charge  of  this 
whole  subject.  In  this  way  we  should  avoid 
the  creation  of  a  commission.  I  do  not  favor 
the  establishment  of  new  offices,  especially 
sinecure  offices.  I  much  prefer  that  the  oflf- 
cers  of  the  Government  now  in  power  and  now 
drawing  salaries  should  discharge  the  duties 
which  uiis  bill  proposes  to  assign  to  a  commis- 
sion consisting  of  three  members.  The  Gom- 
missioner of  Agriculture  has  time  enough  to 
spare  from  the  discharge  of  his  present  duties 
to  give  his  attention  to  this  subject;  and  I 
believe  that  his  would  be  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  to  take  charge  ot  this 
subject. 

However,  sir,  I  do  not  rise  to  antagonise 
the  bill  now  before  the  House,  for  if  I  cannot 
get  such  a  measure  as  I  prefer,  I  will  go  for  a 
commission  such  as  is  proposed.  But  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  two 
amendments  which  I  have  proposed  to  this 
bill,  and  the  adoption  of  which  i  regard  as  of 
great  importance  in  order  to  perfect  it.  The 
bill  provides  that  these  commissioners  shall 
hold  office  for  two  years.  I  propose  that  their 
labors  shall  be  limited  to  one  jrear.  If  the 
Gongress  of  the  United  States  is  in  earnest  on 
this  subject,  and  means  to  meet  the  TieWI  and 
demands  of  the  laboring  people,  we  must  not 
put  off  this  question  for  two  years.  What  the 
people  want  IS  speedy  action,  not  mere  resolves 
and  not  mere  sentimentalism.  They  require 
prompt  action.  If  we  constitute  a  commis- 
sion to  serve  two  years  from  the  day  of  their 
appointment,  this  Uongress  will  not  receive  the 
report  of  that  commission ;  it  will  be  made  to 
the  Forty- Third  Gongress. 

Now,  I  contend  that  the  Gongress  institot- 
ing  this  commission  ought  to  have  the  report 
made  to  it,  and  that  we  should  take  the 
responsibility  of  acting  upon  that  report. 
There  is  ample  time  for  this  commission  to  do 
its  full  duty  within  the  period  of  one'  year. 
The  necessary  facts  and  statistics  are  patent 
to  public  inquiry.  Many  of  them  are  official 
records,  and  are  easily  accessible.  I  contend, 
sir,  that  if  this  Gongress  is  in  earnest — if  we  are 
not  paltering  with  the  laboring  people  on  this 
question — we  will  meet  it  before  our  terms 
expire  in  a  practical  way,  and  not  merely 
theorize  about  it,  not  merely  pass  abstract 
resolutions  and  make  buncombe  speeches. 
We  shall  be  keeping  the  word  of  promiae  to 
the  ear  and  breaking  it  to  the  hope  if  we  put 
off  this  action  for  two  years,  and  the  laboring 
people  of  my  section  will  so  regard  it.  If  Oon 
gress  is  afraid  to  meet  this  question  and  to 
grapple  with  it  after  the  report  is  made,  we 
may  as  well  let  the  whole  question  rest. 
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not  a  distant  day  in  the  life  of  man,  bat  at  an 
early  day  for  so  great  a  work,  to  lay  before 
Congress  a  mass  of  information  that  members 
cannot  obtain  elsewheret  that  has  never  been 
collected,  and  that  cannot  be  collected  except 
in  some  such  way  as  is  here  proposed.  And, 
sir,  such  a  commission,  making  such  a  report, 
would  hare  as  beneficent  a  result  as  this  Con- 
gress can  by  an^  means  produce  daring  the 
whole  of  the  period  of  its  existence. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Speaker,  how  much  time  have  I  led  of  my 
hour? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore^  (Mr.  Blair, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chairO    Ten  minutes. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  yield 
the  balance  of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Stevenson.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  most 
intelligent  laboring  men  complain  of  the  legis- 
lation of  the  national  Congress,  because  of  the 
tariff  with  its  multitude  of  provisions  laying 
onerous  taxes  upon  the  people  without  benefit 
to  the  Treasury.  They  comjslain  of  our  legis- 
lation, becanse  of  the  fostering  of  ffreat  mo- 
nopolies winding  themselves  about  the  nation 
and  threatening  to  crush  the  life  out  of  it  in  its 
youth.  They  complain  of  the  waste,  the  almost 
criminal  waste  of  the  public  lands,  of  the 
squandering  of  the  national  domain  which 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  homesteads  to  them- 
selves and  to  their  children. 

I  believe  these  complaints  and  others  of 
like  nature  to  be  well-  founded.  They  certainly 
deserve  to  be  heard  and  gravely  considered. 
For  this  reason  we  should  raise  some  such 
commission  as  is  here^  proposed :  and  there 
is  another  reason  for  it:  although  the  work- 
ingmen  of  America  have  good  ground  to  com- 
plain against  the  national  Government,  ^et 
they  have  also  much  cause  for  congratulation 
that  they  live  in  this  free  country,  and  the 
report  from  such  a  commission  cannot  but 
show  that  the  laboring  masses  of  America  are 
infinitely  better  off  than  the  same  classes  in 
Europe.  A  national  official  report  such  as 
this  commission  will  make  will  be  a  most  val- 
uable document,  not  only  of  interest  to  us,  but 
of  great  interest  to  Europe ;  and  it  will  increase 
the  tide  of  immigration  to  our  shores,  and 
thereby  return  to  us  manifold  any  amount 
which  it  may  cost. 

There  is  also  another  reason  for  raising  this 
commission.  It  is  that  the  working  people 
want  it.  They  are  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  We  are  here  to  represent  them, 
and  we  are  bound  to  hear  their  complaints. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  am  requested  by  several 
members  on  both  sides  of  tbe  House  to  call 
the  previous  question  at  the  present  time.  I 
am  willing,  however,  before  doing  so,  to  yield 
to  any  gentleman  who  may  desire  to  speak  on 
the  question  before  the  House.  If  any  gentle- 
man will  indicate  such  a  desire,  I  will  have 
pleasure  in  yielding  to  him. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  right 
to  state  that  if  the  previous  question  be  called 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  to  recommit  with  instructions, 
and  the  call  should  be  sustained,  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question  will  not  be  exhausted 
until  the  bill  is  put  upon  its  third  reading  and 
enerossraent. 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  would  state  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Percb,]  that  there  are  several 
gentleman  here  who  desire  to  say  something 
upon  tbe  bill.  I  would  suggest  that  he  should 
consent  to  allowing  thirty  minutes  to  this  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PERCB.  If  ihe  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware [Mr.  Bioos]  desires  to  be  heard,  I  will 
yield  to  him  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  think  it  riffht  also  to  say  that 
several  gentlemen  have  left  ine  Hall  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  no  vote  will  be  taken  to  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
apprehension,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that 


that  statement  ia  correct ;  that  teraral  gentle- 
men have  left  wiUi  the  impression,  from  the 
notice  which  was  given,  that  there  would  be  no 
vote  on  the  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  mov«  that  ike  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  my  col- 
leag;ne,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  before  making  that 
motion,  to  yield  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
porting a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  be  expected  to  say  anjrthing  in  support  of 
the  instructions  of  the  committee,  which  I  have 
offered.  I  have  certainly  no  disposition  to  pro- 
tract this  debate,  or  to  go  into  any  elaborate 
discossion  of  the  question  before  the  House. 
I  think  it  a  very  important  one.  Bat  it  is  late 
in  the  afternoon ;  many  members  have  left  the 
Hall ;  and  in  that  view  I  propose  to  make  a 
motion  to  adjourn,  but  will  yield  temporarily 
to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  Would  it  not  be  agreeable  to 
the  genUeman  to  have  the  previous  <iuestion 
considered  as  ordered  at  the  end  of  thirty  min- 
utes debate  goin|^  on  in  the  mean  tine,  and 
then  adjourn, liavmg  a  full  hour  for  discussion 
to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  know.  Mr. 
Speaker,  what  namber  of  gentlemen  may  aesire 
to  be  heard ;  and  I  should  dislike  to  assnma 
authority  to  make  any  arrangements  which 
might  cut  them  off  to-morrow.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  our  side  of  Uie  House  is  disposed  to  come 
to  a  vote  to-morrow  without  any  unreasonable 
delav.  I  will  inquire,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  I 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  floor  in  the  morning 
upon  this  proposition  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  floor  has  not  been 
formally  assigned ;  but  the  gentleman  is  upon 
the  floor,  and  would  be  entitled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  withdraw  for  the  time 
being  the  motion  to  adjourn,  in  order  to  enable 
my  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  to  report  a  bill. 

BXPBNSB8  OF  KU  KLUX  COMIIITTEB. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, with  two  amendments,  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  484)  making  an  appropriation  to 
supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
expenses  of  the  joint  select  Committee  on 
Alleged  Outrag|^es  in  the  Southern  States. 

The  bill,  which  was  read  for  information, 
appropriates  for  expenses  of  the  joint  select 
Cfommittoe  on  Alleged  Outrages  in  the  South- 
ern States  the  sum  of  $40,0(K),  which  is  to  be 
carried  for  this  purpose  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Senate  and  to  be  expended  on  vouch- 
ers of  the  chairman  of  the  joint  committee. 

The  amendments  were  read,  as  follows : 

In  line  six  strike  out  *' $40,000"  and  insert 
••{27,845." 

In  lines  seven,  eight,  and  nine  strike  out  the 
words  *•  to  be  expended  on  vouchers  of  the  chair- 
man of  said  Joint  eommittee." 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  now  ? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Reserving  the  right  to 
object,  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  seems  to  me  that 
Uie  great  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation,  from  $40,000  to  $27,845, 
demands  at  least  some  detailed  report  show- 
ing what  these  expenses  have  been. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  answer 
any  question  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  This  bill  appropriat- 
ing $40,000  was  introduced  here  without  any 
report,  and  au  amendment  is  now  offered 
reducing  the  amount  to  $27,000  without  any 
reason  given  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
under  such  circumstances  the  bill  ought  not 
to  pass  without  some  explanation. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  not  ask 
the  House  to  pass  the  bill  without  any  explan- 
ation. If  the  gentleman  will  allow  the  bill  to 
be  considered,  I  will  make  an  explanation  and 
will  answer  any  questions. 


Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  I  hope  tha  gentlaman 
will  state  bow  much  has  been  expends  already. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  eannot  allow 
debate  to  proceed  on  a  bill  while  an  olij>eetion 
is  pending. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  I  reserve  the  right  to 
object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentUman  has  no 
right  to  reserve  an  objection.  The  Chair  has 
recognized  his  objection  as  pending  till  now. 
Does  the  gentleman  object  or  not  7  Tha  bill 
must  be  before  the  House  or  not. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  think  the  bill  ought  to  be  pMed  uader 
such  circumstances,  and  I  therefore  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  makes  the  rul- 
ing as  he  has  repeatedly  done  before,  beoaase 
it  is  one  of  the  most  daageroas  practices  that 
could  possibly  be  introduced  upon  this  floor,  to 
have  any  sort  of  an  arrangement  by  which  a 
bill  may  or  may  not  be  considered.  The  right 
to  object  is  absolute,  and  must  bo  azareised 
absolutely,  and  not  condiUonally. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  I  withdraw  the  objec- 
tion. 

The  question  was  upon  the  following  amend- 
ments, reported  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations: 

In  line  six.  strike  ont "  $40,000,''  and  taasrt  in  U«a 
thsr^f  "iW.845.''  ^    ^  ,^  ^        _. 

In  lines  seven,  eight,  and  nine,  strike  oat  the  wonu 
"  and  to  be  ezpendiBd  on  voaohers  of  the  chairman 
of  said  Joint  eommittee." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  joint  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Alleged 
Outrages  in  the  Southern  States  was  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  concurrent  resolu- 
tion of  the  20th  of  March,  1871,  and  their 
expenses  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate.  The  resolution 
itself  specified  that  the  vouchers  for  payments 
were  to  be  approved  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  so  that  the  machinery  for  pay- 
ments should  be  within  the  committee  itself 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  felt  some 
delicacy  in  inquiring  into  matters  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  the  Senate,  but  at  the  same  time  thej 
felt  it  their  duty  to  make  the  inquiry,  and  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
expenditures  of  that  committee  as  exhibited 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  hold 
also  in  my  hand  the  journal  of  the  committee, 
kept  from  the  time  of  its  first  organization 
until  the  final  adjournment  in  September. 
That  journal  shows  that  there  were  twenty  mem- 
bers of  the  committee ;  that  they  all  met  at  first 
and  held  a  short  session  here,  and  distributed 
themselves  into  sub-committees,  which  visited 
different  parts  of  the  South ;  that  at  a  later 
period  th^  all  met  again  and  heard  the  re- 
ports from  the  sub-committees ;  that  they  had 
a  very  large  number  of  witnesses  summoned 
before  them,  and  that  they  have  taken,  in  all, 
six  thousand  printed  pages  of  testimony,  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  and  the  Senate.  1  have 
in  this  statement  before  me  the  amount  paid 
to  members  of  the  committee  as  mileage,  and 
for  expenses,  and  a  detailed  statement  of  what 
was  paid  to  the  witnesses  and  stenographers. 
I  suppose  the  House  will  not  require  to  have 
the  whole  laid  before  them.  It  is  too  volu- 
minous ;  but  I  will  say  that  $42,000  had  been 
ap^ropriat^^d  for  the  use  of  the  committee 
betore  the  adjournment  of  Congress  at  its  last 
session.  That  amount  has  been  expended, 
and  they  have  also  borrowed  and  expendea 
$27,846.  They  ask  in  this  bill  for  $40,000. 
If  that  amount  were  allowed  it  would  pay  their 
indebtedness  and  leave  them  about  $12,500 
more  for  additional  work.  The  Committee  on 
Appropriations  did  not  feel  inclined  in  a  bill, 
which  is  in  its  nature  a  deficiency  bill,  to  do 
anything  more  than  make  good  the  expendi- 
tures which  the  committee  have  made ;  they 
have  therefore  stricken  off  the  whole  of  the 
appropriation  that  looked  forward  to  future 
expenditures.  If  the  House  or  the  Senate 
desire  to  make  any  additional  apj^ropriation, 
the  committee  which  I  represent  wish  them  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  doing  so,  but  for 
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Mr.  ELDRIDOE.  I  will  not  uk  it  to  be 
read  in  foil.  I  proijoae  if  it  be  ient  to  the 
Speaker's  desk  tKat  it  Bhall  ba  caoaidered  as 
h&viag  been  rea^.  I  do  not  iateod  that  the 
gentleman  ahallget  off  on  the  qneidoa  of  time- 
Mr.  W.  R,  EGBERTS.  Mr.  Speaker,  we 
deaice  that  document  shall  be  read  to  the 
Houae,  or  shall  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  ao 
that  every  member  ma;  be  put  !□  poaaessioD 
of  the  detailed  ioformatioD  which  it  cootaina. 
[f  the  appropriation  be  proper  itself  to  be  made 
by  ihia  Houae  oat  of  the  Treasury,  there  ouijht 
not  to  be  the  alighteet  objection  to  spreading 
upon  our  record  the  items  which  go  to  make 
up  this  large  expenditure  of  the  poblic  money. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  We  only  provide  forthe 
actual  travel  of  witnesses  under  summooafrom 
the  committee,  actual  and  necessary  travel.  I 
think  that  action  baa  been  observed  through- 
ODt  in  reference  to  witnaaaea. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  rose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  getitlemaa  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Oarfikld]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  demand  the 
previous  qnestioD. 

Mr.  ELDRIDOE.  Thegentlemansaidthat 
he  would  allow  me  to  have  that  paper,  and  if 
be  will,  1  will  send  it  to  the  Speaker's  desk 
and  have  it  read. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Yon  can  do 
that  if  we  do  not  aecood  the  demand  for  the 
previous  qaestioo.  1  demand  the  previons 
queBtion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  You  can  have  it  read  on 
Thuraday,  which  is  devoted  to  general  debate. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  document  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  nnderatanda 
the  Kentlemaa  from  Ohio  to  aay  that  he  de- 
mands the  previooB  qaestion,  Bhd  that  whether 
theHouaeaeconda  thedemandfor  the  question 
or  not  will  be  taken  as  an  evidence  whether 
the  House  wants  the  paper  read  or  not. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  will  not  iosiat  on  its 
being  read  in  fall  if  it  be  considered  a?  having 
been  read.     That  is  all  I  ask  of  the  House. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  Let  it  go  into  the 
Globe. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  That  ia  all  I  ask.  1 
will  not  detain  the  House  if  it  be  allowed  to 
go  into  the  Globe  as  a  part  of  the  remarks. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  do  not  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  whose  remarks  is  it 
to  be  incorporated? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Let  it  be  printed  iu  my 
remarks  if  the  gentleman  will  not  consent  to 
have  it  incorporated  iu  hia,  and  lei  it  go  as 
coming  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the 
chairman  of  the  CommitleH  ou  Appropriations. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentlemanhaa  leave 
to  print  his  remarks.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDOE.  Idid  not  quite  ask  that ; 
bat  I  will  not  gainsay  the  Speaker,  as  my  only 
object  ia  to  get  the  paper  before  the  House. 

The  paper  is  as  follows: 

SlalrmrHt  of  apDropriaiim,  tinendUurtt.  and  iadtbl- 

tdnttt  nf  (tiJieiM  iil«(  Cbmatiai  m  AUtqvt  0ml- 

taatt  in  lA(  iSffiUAem  Sola. 

Amount  of  apiiTOiiriatlon,  bj  aetot  April  20. 1871. 
«M  M  followa : 
Uneipaodsd  balanot  of  the  appropriatioD  for  tha 

■elMt  oommittw  of  tha  SanaU 412.062  SB 

Additional  appropriation 30.000  00 

Whole  amount  appropriated. J12.<162  39 

This  appropriation  haa  bain  ubanil^  In  detrsT- 
ln>  aipauaai  oi  InTaitliatioa  by  tba  oommitlae  and 
mb-oommitteag  in  WMbinfton,  and  br  •nb-oom- 
mlUee  in  South  Carolina.  In  July,  ISTl. 

Tha  prasaat  indabtadnen  of  tfaa  Joint  mlaot  cnni- 
mittea  la  H  follows: 

Bxpaaaaa  of  tha  two  aub-aommittaea  proaaeulins  th* 
iDTaaticatlon  \a  tha  Stataa  of  Gaorcia,  Florida, 
alabama,  and  MiHiaiippi.  and  aipaniea  of  aub- 

^oonunittao  »ittin»  in  Wiahington fia.S45  00 

EatlDiatedoostorraportiDB  the  teitlmonr 
takan  by  ^DoiraDhera.  In  tha  Stataa  Of 
Oaorcla,  Florida.  Alabaoa,  and  Mlaaia- 
■ippi,  and  prtparins  the  aaaarorpublio- 
ation  1  alao,  tOr  mailoi  indaias  of  tMtl- 
"ony — „ 13,300  00 

Whole  anonnt  of  lnd«btadB«H... VBMB  00 


Tha  Attorn^  Qaneral  plased  InthehaDdaof 

ohalrman  of  tha  jaiat  oommlttce  (1^600.  ont  of 

by  wl'of'Maroh  3.  1871.    Of  thiB"anionnt  ilftiOO ' 

baan  applied  to  the  psyoicnt  of  tiie  eipanHaa  of  tha 
aub-commilteea  wblls  in  Oeorf ia.  Florida.  Alabama, 
and  Hiaaiiaippi.  tha  ohairman  bavlnt  la  hli  hande 
Halloo,  to  be  returned  to  the  Department  of  Jostlce. 
Tbia  (10.000,  borrowad  aod  aipeiidod,  ia  aUo  to  be 
returnod,  and  ia  inalodad  in  the  amoant  of  indebl- 
ednen.  as  alatad.  It  is  not  additional  tbcralo. 
Tba  Attorney  Qeiiflral  conaidared  blmaalf 
ranted  in  famiahing  the  committee,  andcr  the 

of  ths  Bat  raferred  to.  with  the  amount  ha  plac 

thair  diapowl  for  tbe  pnrpoaea  of  tha  inveatlcation, 
eipaotlDf  It,  howaTer,  to  be  raplaoed  by  a  Tntnr 
appropriation. 

JOHN  SCOTT, 
Clairman  of  JoM  CammilU.. 


D^aUed  latemnt  of  tU  di 
(dact  CbaiHtUH  on  JiUtftd  0<itraea  ia  lii  Smfiani 
Slalei.  oiiJa/'llha(ip|)ropnal«)aD/'.^i>ri(20,  ISIl. 

ABoontofappropriatioBof  April 30, Um,  taOSl  30 


ezpeaaaa  asd  mileace  of  members 
,  on  Tonebanreoelptod  and  audited, 

Hon.  John  Soott,  on  sub-oommittaa....  V712  SO 

Hod.  F.  p.  Blair,  on  inhniammittae....  1.052  80 

Hon.  John  Poo),  on  aub-oomDitt* 830  10 

Hon.  T.  F.  Bvnnl 94  40 

Hon.  Z.  ChMdlor - 2M  ai 

Hon.  D.  D.  Pratt „.  318  40 

Hon.  B.  F.  Bloa 390  00 

Hon.  L.  F.  Poland,  ou  anbHMnnmlt- 

toe „ —  see  00 

QoD.  p.  Van  Trump,  on  aub-oommlt- 

tea „ 1,0*0  00 

Hon.  Job  B.  8taTai»Dn,  on  aub-oom- 

Hon.  J.  B/Beokion  »iibHJoinniii.tBeV.'.'.!  1,219  80 
Hon.  John  tk>bnra.  on  anb^eommit- 

tee 1.000  BO 

Hod.  Uoraca  Harnsrd 349  60 

lion.  D.  W.Voorbeei -. 502  00 

Hod.  S.  9.  Cox „ 204  80 

Hon.  A.  M.  Waddell 318  00 

Hod.  Q.W.  ScofieW 328  00 

Hon.  William  B.  Laoalnr- ■'"2  OO 

Hon.C.  W.  Bnohley,  ou 


For  witneaasi  •lamlned  In  Waahington  : 


IW  60 

75  60 

_ 137  00 

_..  218  00 

a  90 

_ 86  40 

..„ _ 13&80 

_ 4  0O 

_ 62  70 

109  30 

92  80 

164  40 

ain 107  80 

207  40 

„ 28  50 

2  00 

291  40 

123  40 

A.  6.  Lakin Itl  00 

J.  B.  Carpenter 105  20 

R.  Tomlioaon - 123  40 

A.  W.  Sbaeffar 70  60 

Willard  Warner —  IBl  20 

A.  J.  Willard 107  90 

T.  H.  Batler. „ 7  50 

J.  B.  Clark an  60 

J.  U.  Glanton ISO  20 

S.B.  UndiW 189  20 

E.  P.jaaobson 235  40 

J.J.  JoUy 302  60 

J.a.PiatDSL 194  60 

0.0.  Adams 237  40 

E.  W.  SIblsB 119  80 

C  RaamaHu 142  20 

T.  Reavta 198  40 

B.  Aldudi 1S6  80 

C.  H.  Bnber 130  20 

K,Il»ao 

AnoBBt  tarried  forward .119.737  8 


11 
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■::TT:r:.  fa 

r 

E.  E. 

„...^..      48  40 
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g:^^^^TiMe; 

....„ 99 

G.  B,  P>«k»'«-3 

i.  Wheelsr -'.'.!! 

;■-■:::—-  MS 

B.'A.iiw'!!!!!:;:::.-:.-:;;::;.'::::  zu  66 
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slow,  tedious,  and  ezj^ensive  one,  and  they 
desire  an  immediate  decision.  They  therefore 
ask  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  relieve 
them  by  allowing  them  speedy  process  to  the 
supreme  court  of  this  District,  and  that  that 
court  be  granted  jurisdiction  of  the  case  by 
law.  I  move  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Gilliam  and  sixty  other 
ladies  of  North  Carolina,  protesting  against 
extending  suffrage  to  women ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciair. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  presented  the  petition  of  Polly 
Chamberlain,  of  Plainfield,  New  Hampshire, 
widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier,  praving  that 
a  pension  may  be  granted  her;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  requested  to  present 
a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Washing- 
ton Territory  praying  an  appropriation  of 
$60,000  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the 
Upper  Columbia  river,  between  Celilo  and 
Wallula.  The  memorial  sets  forth  that  it  has 
been  estimated  by  competent  surveyors  that 
an  appropriadon  of  $60,000  will  remove  the 
obstructions  in  that  river  so  as  to  allow  the 
passage  of  a  sufficiently  large  class  of  boats  to 
transport  the  products  of  that  country  from 
the  interior  to  the  ocean.  I  move  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  the  petition  of 
John  D.  Hester,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva- 
nia, a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  prayinff  to 
be  allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  heirs 
of  Benjamin  Shreve,  deceased,  praying  indem- 
nification for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  prior  to  the  year  1801 ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petition  of 
Hon.  John  Brown  and  others,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Jasper  to 
Somefville,  Alabama;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Jacob  B.  Power,  of  indianapoliSf  Indiana,  pray- 
ing for  the  enactment  of  a  special  act  sranting 
him  an  invalid  pension ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN  presented  the  petition 
of  EHsha  Basse,  praying  compensation  for 
damages  done  his  property  near  Brownsville, 
Texas,  by  United  States  troops  during  the  late 
war;  which  was  referred  to  ike  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,  presented  the 
petition  of  William  George,  of  Chelsea,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  representing  that  he  believes 
himself  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  February  14,  1871,  grant- 
ing pensions  to  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  praying  that  that  act  be  so  amended  as 
to  allow  him  arrears  of  pension  from  the 
11th  day  of  September,  1814,  (the  date  he  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,)  to  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1871,  and  that  his  name  may  be  con- 
tinued on  the  pension-roll  at  eight  dollars  per 
month ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  praying 
that  the  sale  of  stamped  envelopes  be  discon- 
tinued ;  which  was  referred  to  tne  Committee 
OD  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  petition  of  J. 
S.  Cameion,  of  Tennessee,  praying  that  he 
may  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  property ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  the  petition 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  schools  for 
colored  children  in  the  cities  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  repre- 
senting that  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
June  26,  1864,  they  have  been  paid  by  the 
BUthoritiei  pf  the  cjties  of  Washington  and  I 


Georgetown  the  "  proportioiiate  part''  of  all 
school  moneys  ''received  or  expended''  in 
said  cities  '*on  account  of  schools"  as  the 
colored  children  ''of  the  school  age  in  the 
respective  cities  bear  to  the  whole  number  of 
children,  white  and  colored,  between  the  same 
ages,"  with  more  or  less  regularity,  from  the 
year  1862  up  to  and  inclusive  of  the  2d  day 
of  October  of  the  present  year;  and  repre- 
senting further  that  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
the  duty  of  approving  and  auditing  disburse- 
ments of  moneys  on  account  of  expenditures 
for  school  purposes  in  the  District  has  been 
transferred  to  the  auditor  of  the  treasury  of 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  that  they  are 
greatly  inconvenienced  by  reason  of  the  non- 
payment of  the  sums  due  to  the  teachers  under 
their  charge  and  the  builders  of  school  build- 
ings in  the  ^urse  of  erection,  and  praying 
that  they  may  oe  granted  relief  in  the  premises, 
and  that  provision  be  made  for  the  examin- 
ation of  the  vouchers  and  accounts  of  the 
auditor  of  the  treasury  of  the  District  by  the 
Interior  Department  in  accordance  with  rules 
applicable  to  all  disbursing  officers  thereof; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

PAPBR8  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  it 

was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Thomas 
W.  Redd,  prayinff  compensation  for  property  taken 
and  destroyed  by  United  States  troops  in  1864.  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

CHANGS  or  REFERENCE. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  move  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  'the  Judiciary  be  discharged  from  the 
fhrther  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  58)  to 
prescribe  the  time  for  holding  the  election  for 
electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  that  it  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  indifferent  myself 
on  that  matter,  as  I  happen  to  be  on  each  of 
those  committees ;  but  why  should  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  that  has  the  subject 
under  consideration,  be  aischarged  from  it? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  asked  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
when  [  introduced  it,  at  a  time  when  the  form- 
ation of  a  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions was  in  doubt ;  or  at  least  it  was  to  my 
mind.  I  was  not  conscious  of  its  existence  at 
that  moment.  The  bill  properly,  I  think,  should 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, and  that  is  my  only  reason  for  desiring 
that  reference 

Mr.  THURMAN.  As  I  understand,  the  Com- 
mitteee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  has  juris- 
diction in  regard  to  questions  of  the  election 
of  members  of  the  Senate,  and  no  other  elec- 
tions. It  is  not  a  committee  to  investigate 
election  matters  generally,  or  anything  of  that 
sort  It  is  simply  to  consider  the  election  of 
members  of  tne  Senate.  That  is  what  is 
included  in  the  word  ''elections;''  and  the 
*' privileges"  committed  to  it  are,  of  course, 
the  privileges  of  members  of  this  body.  It  is 
not  a  general  committee  on  elections.  This 
bill  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  com- 
mittee, the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  objection 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  prevents  action  on 
the  motion  now. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  it  is  a  bill  relating  to 
the  Senator's  own  State  alone,  and  he  has  any 
preference  for  one  committee,  I  shall  make  no 
objection. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  My  chief  object  was  to 
send  the  bill  to  a  committee  that  had  the  least 
work  before  it,  so  that  I  could  get  prompt  and 
speedy  action.  It  occurred  to  me,  judging  from 
the  experience  of  the  past,  that  the  Committee 
oil  the  Judiciary,  overborne  with  work,  might 
not  act  on  this  bill  with  that  alacrity  that  I 
desired,  and  I  thought  perhaps  the  Committee 


on  Privileges  and  Elections  would.  I  may  say 
in  addition  that  my  honorable  friend  from 
Ohio  is  on  both  committees.  Indeed,  I  believe 
two  or  three  members  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee are  also  on  the  Committee  on  Pririleges 
and  Elections.  I  had  no  other  thought  tlian 
what  I  have  stated.  J  do  not  care  to  press  the 
motion  if  my  friend  objects. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  In  order  to  guard 
the  morning  hour,  the  Chair  must  state  that 
this  debate  is  not  now  in  order,  except  by 
unanimous  consent.  Objection  is  made,  aod 
the  call  still  rests  with  petitions  and  memo- 
rials. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  be  set  right  I 
do  not  object,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  undersU>oda8 
objecUng ;  but  on  the  contrail,  if  the  Senator 
perfers  Uie  other  committee  I  do  not  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objection 
to  changing  the  reference  of  this  bill  as  desired 
by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana?  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection,  and  the  change  is  ordered. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  make 
a  single  remark  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  in  re^rd  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Com 
raittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  He  says 
that  it  draws  to  itself  only  the  question  of  elec- 
tion to  membership  in  this  body.  I  think  that 
is  too  narrow  a  definition  of  its  jurisdiction.  I 
think  that  questions  of  election,  whether  of 
members  of  this  body  or  of  the  other  body, 
whatever  questions  of  that  kind  may  oome 
before  the  Senate,  properly  go  to  that  com- 

The*  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Petitions  and 
memorials  are  still  in  order.  If  there  be  none, 
reports  of  committees  are  next  in  order. 

REPORTS  OF  OOMMITTXES. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  398)  to  authorize  the  discontinnance 
of  certain  grades  in  the  military  service,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  800)  to  prohibit 
the  retention  of  soldiers*  discharges  by  claim 
agents  and  attorneys,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  also  instrocted  by  the 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  66)  donating  cer- 
tain condemned  cannon  for  a  soldiers'  mono- 
ment,  to  report  it  back  without  amendment; 
and  if  there  oe  no  objection,  I  should  like  to 
have  it  put  on  its  passage  at  this  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unan 
imous  consent.     Is  there  objection?  . 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  think  it 
had  better  lie  over  one  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  joint  res 
olution  will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  to 
print  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  President  8 
message  communicating  the  report  of  the  com- 
mission appointed  to  devise  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  reform  of  the  civil  service, 
reported  in  lieu  thereof  a  motion  that  seven 
thousand  copies  of  the  message,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  be  printed  for  the  use  or 
the  Senate,  and  five  thousand  copies  for  tne 
use  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes;  and 
the  report  was  agreed  to. 

NAVY  RBPORT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  I  offer  the  foUowing  rea- 
oltHion,  which  has  received  the  assent  ofwe 
Committee  on  Printing,  though  it  has  not  l)een 
formally  referred  to  them  : 

lUtolv^d,  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  r^ 
of  the  SeoreUry  of  the  Navy,  with  such  of  the  aowm 
panying  documents  as  he  may  aelect,  be  pnncea 
the  use  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  resolution  wa^  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to. 

COURT    KXPBN8BS  IN  UTAH. 

Mr,  CRAGIN.  The  Committee  on  Tern- 
tones,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S*  ^^' 
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and  mtdnaM.  It  wonki  oottdemn  your  mer- 
^jred  President  «jid  all  who  noited  with  him 
in  inriting  and  persuading  men  to  leave  the 
pnrsnitfl  of  peaceful  industry  and  enter  opon 
the  field  of  blood,  it  woald  condemn  nim 
who,  with  great  bravery,  with  untiring  ener^, 
and  sleepless  persistency,  followed  the  enemies 
of  our  coontry  from  Donelson  through  every 
stronghold  to  victory  on  the  Etappahannock. 

Bat  if  yon  neither  punish  the  criminal  nor 
set  upon  hisA  a  distinct  marli  of  condemnattoa 
you  declare  that,  weighed  in  the  scales  that 
determine  our  obligations  to  the  Grovemment, 
guilt  balances  innocence ;  that  the  property  and 
persons  of  the  rebel  are  as  sacred  as  the  rights 
of  the  loyal ;  that  there  is  bo  virtue  in  fidelity 
to  national  aaity  and  no  ^ilt  in  treason,  and 
that  there  is  no  differenoe  in  (he  value  of  a  Gov- 
ernment preserved  and  a  Qovernment  mined. 
Nay,  more,  you  offer  a  premium  for  treason ; 
yon  declare  to  those  who  may  come  afWr  us 
that,  do  what  they  may  to  destroy  the  Govern- 
ment, they  shall  suffer  no  penalty  and  forfeit 
tto  privilege.  Hereafter  there  will  be  no 
hazard  to  the  traitor.  If  he  shall  fail  of  ae- 
oomplishing  his  hellish  desisn,  yon  will  allow 
hismilnre  to  be  proof  only  of  a  mistaken  judg- 
ment, and  he  will  effectually  plead  your  action 
as  a  precedent  for  demanding  aoanesty  for  him- 
self and  his  confederates.  If  a  rebellion  shall 
be  unsuccessful,  you  restore  every  forfeited 
right;  if  successful,  you  confirm  to  the  rebels 
their  claim  to  the  spoils  of  triumph  and  offer 
their  leader  the  power  and  the  glorv  of  a  crown. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  aware  that  the  bill  under 
consideration  does  not  propose  to  extend  uni- 
versal relief,  and  I  should  feel  that,  by  wander- 
ing somewhat  from  the  question,  I  have  tres- 
passed upon  the  patience  and  courtesy  of  the 
Senate,  if  I  had  not  before  me  the  example  of 
many  honored  Senators.  But  I  will  make  no 
apology ;  for,  as  I  at  first  stated,  my  object  is  to 
enter  a  protest  against  the  future  consideration 
of  any  measure  designed  to  remove  political 
disabilities.  I  plead  not  for  revense,  but  for 
justice  which  can  do  no  wrong,  and  failing  to 
secure  that,  I  plead  for  some  recognition  of  the 
claims  of  justice,  and  for  some  mark  which  shall 
clearly  desi|piate  and  condemn  the  guilty.  Let 
it  not  be  said  of  this  nation,  as  was  said  by  an 
inspired  prophet  in  view  of  the  wrongdoing  of 
another,  *  *  Judgment  is  turned  away  backward 
and  justice  stai^leth  a&r  off,  for  truth  is  fallen 
in  the  street  and  equity  cannot  enter." 

Mr.  President,  we  urge  men  lo  exercise  a 
spirit  of  mercy  and  benevolence  toward  the 
^iltv.  These  are  Christian  virtues  to  be  cher- 
ished for  the  purpose  of  fitting  man  for  duties 
here  and  for  the  felicities  of  the  blessed  here- 
afler.  Benevolence  seeks  the  happiness  of 
eveij  creature,  yet  it  recognizes  the  claims  of 
justice  and  declares  that  a  Government  all 
mercy  is  a  Government  unjust  Benevolence 
demands  protection  for  the  guiltless.  Moved 
by  the  most  tender  regard  for  the  feeble  and 
the  helpless,  it  summons  the  Sword  of  justice 
to  restrain  those  who  would  strike  down  the 
innocent.  It  is  benevolence  that  strikes;  it 
is  benevolence  that  protects.  It  strikes  the 
guilty  that  it  may  shield  the  innocent.  Remem- 
ber that  with  us  there  has  been  no  punishment 
for  the  damning  crime  of  treason,  and  in  the 
absence  of  satisfaction  for  the  demands  of 
pustice  and  violated  law  universal  amnesty, 
mstead  of  being  dignified  as  a  magnanimous 
Christian  virtue,  becomes  degraded  into  an 
insult  to  benevolence  and  a  murderous  assault 
upon  public  justice.  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
take  no  part  in  such  a  crime. 

Mr.  M!0RT0N.  Mr.  President  I  offer  the 
following  amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of 
the  eleventh  line  of  the  first  page  of  the  bill : 

And  pr&vitUd  Juriker,  That  this  act  shall  not  he 
eonstnied  to  relate  back  to  and  validate  the  election 
or  appointment  of  any  person  to  the  position  of 
Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or  to  any 
ofiee,  civil  or  military,  under  the  United  States,  or 
under  any  State,  which  person  was  at  the  time  of 
sncli  election  or  appointment  ineligible  to  the 
position  to  which  he  may  have  been  so  eleeted  or 
•l^poiated. 


Mr.  SUMNSB.  I  would  oaU  the  attention 
of  the  Seoator  to  another  way  of  amending 
that  clause  which  had  occurred  to  me,  through 
I  do  not  know  but  that  his  amendment  k  bet- 
ter than  mine.  I  had  proposed  to  aUer  the 
first  exception  so  as  to  make  it  read : 

All  persons  who,  having  been  membenof  theOoo- 
gress  of  the  United  States  aided  the  rebellion. 

The  Senator  will  observe,  if  he  looks  at  the 
language  of  the  bill,  that  the  first  class  of  ex- 
ceptions is  confined  to  members  of  Congress 
who  withdrew  from  their  seats.  Now,  as  I 
understand,  we  have  before  xxa  the  case  of  a 

gentleman  who  did  not  withdraw  from  his  seat ; 
is  term  ex[)ired  on  the  4th  of  March;  but 
afler  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  went  into 
Uie  rebellion*  I  am  clear  that  that  case  oughi 
to  be  included  under  this  clause. 

Mr.  ST£WABT.  Mr.  President,  I  am  f^lad 
tihat  the  time  has  finally  arrived  when  it  is 
understood  that  we  are  to  have  general  lejps- 
latioQ  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  disabili 
ties.  Special  legislation  has  been  attended 
with  more  than  ordinary  embarrassment.  It 
is  impossible  for  Congress  to  investigate  and 
pass  upon  the  cases  of  individuals  with  any 
degree  of  fairness  and  impartiality.  It  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  facts  in  each  case. 
We  have  proceeded  now  for  several  years 
relieving  those  who  were  under  disability,  and 
those  who  were  active  in  making  out  plausible 
cases  have  been  relieved,  and,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  constantly  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  many  of  the  people  we  relieved,  in  order  to 
set  themselves  right  with  the  people  with  whom 
they  associated,  immediately  afterward  denied 
that  they  had  made  the  application.  Thus  it 
has  gone  on,  and  frequently  we  have  relieved 
those  in  a  neighborhood  who  were  the  very  least 
deserving,  which  naturally  created  a  sprmpathy 
for  those  who  remained  under  disabilities. 

However  we  may  theorize  about  this  m^ter 
of  political  disabilities,  practically  their  im- 
position has  not  worked  well;  practically  it 
has  not  tended  to  tranquillize  the  South ;  prac- 
tically it  has  presented  cases  which  have  caused 
irritation  ana  created  additional  dissatisfaction. 
It  must  be  apparent  to  all  that  general  logis- 
Uttion  is  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding.  The 
House  of  Representatives  came  to  that  conclu- 
sion at  the  last  session,  and  passed  the  bill 
now  under  consideration  here.  .  I  hope  we 
may  pass  the  bill  substantially  as  it  came  from 
the  House,  and  jnot  add  further  lists  of  excep- 
tions. If  we  do,  if  we  have  such  a  list  of  ex- 
ceptions as  calls  for  special  legislation  s^ain, 
we  shall  find  it  as  difficult  to  administer  in  the 
ftUure  as  it  has  been  in  the  past  I  had  some 
experience  in  the  beginning  in  investi^^ating 
petitions  for  the  removal  of  political  disabil 
ities.  I  investigated  at  first  some  two  thou- 
sand applications  as  well  as  I  could.  I  un- 
doubtedly recommended  the  rejection  of  some 
who  ongnt  to  have  been  relieved,  and  recom- 
mended the  relief  of  many  who,  if  we  were 
going  to  make  any  discrimination  whatever, 
ought  not  to  have  been  preferred  to  their 
ne^bors.  I  fell  into  these  difficulties,  and 
they  accumulated  so  that  I  finally  asked  the 
Senate  to  relieve  me  from  any  further  labor 
in  the  matter,  and  that  a  special  committee 
take  the  subject  into  consideration.  That  was 
done.  They,  too,  have  met  with  these  diffi- 
culties. 

Now,  I  do  not  believe  that  in  a  political  point  of 
view  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment has  been  of  any  advantage  whatever.  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  meaning  that 
it  waa  unjust  to  exclude  from  office  those  per- 
sons who  had  participated  in  the  rebellion, 
for  all  agree  that  they  had  forfeited  their  rights, 
and  that  they  had  no  claims  on  this  Govern- 
ment. They  had  been  traitors  to  it,  and  were 
amenable  to  the  law.  That  it  was  unjust  to 
them  I  do  not  contend ;  but  as  a  matter  of 
practical  execution  it  was  inconvenient  and 
impossible  to  carry  it  out  fairly.  It  was 
impossible  to  punish  millions  of  men ;  it  was 
impossible  to  investigate  the  relative  merits  of 


one  above  another.  The  practical  -cgEaentioii 
of  the  law  so  as  to  make  it  fair  and  eoual,  so 
as  to  discriminate  and  do  justice  in  all  cases, 
was  impossible.  Consequently  it  has  created 
great  irritatioo,  and  accomplisll^  very  little 
good. 

I  am  aware  of  the  argument  against  the 
renoval  of  disabilities,  i  am  aware  of  the 
fact  that  many  of  those  who  are  now  laboring 
under  disabilities  are  not  ^ood  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  I  am  admonished  by  the  report 
of  my  worthy  friend  from  Peni^ylvania  [Mr. 
Scott]  that  many  of  those  persons  who  are 
still  laboring  under  disabilities  and  are  to  be 
benefited  by  this  bill,  have  no  claim  upon  this 
Government  for  its  mercy,  and  no  claims  upon 
the  generosity  of  this  GovemuMnt.  Bui,  while 
that  is  true,  there  are  others  whom  we  desire 
to  relieve  from  disabilities,  there  are  others 
who  would  undoubtedly  be  good  citisens  if 
relieved ;  but  we  have  not  the  machiaety  and 
cannot  invent  it  here  to  ascertain  who  they 
are  specifically.  Th^  are  too  nnmerooa  for 
individual  action,  and  generally  those  most 
meritorious  are  least  likely  to  press  their  claanu. 
That  mode  of  action  is  surrounded  by  practi- 
oal  difficulties  on  all  hands,  and  the  aominis- 
tratton  of  the  law  in  that  way  is  calculated  to 
produce  disquiet  because  of  the  discrimina- 
tions made  in  passing  special  bills.  That  will 
constantly  produce  disquiet,  it  seenu  to  me 
wiser  to  end  the  matter  and  to  pass  this  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativee, 
and  free  ourselves  from  the  embarrasaments 
that  we  are  placed  in  when  we  resort  to  spe- 
cial legislation.  By  doing  this,  we  shall  take 
from  Uiese  men  the  excuse  which  they  aoake 
that  justice  is  not  done  to  all,  that  bad  men 
are  relieved  while  good  men  are  not.  Take 
this  pretext  from  them,  so  that  they  shall  have 
no  exottse  for  alleging  that  this  Goveromeot 
is  not  generous  to  aU  because  it  has  relieved 
the  bad  and  also  relieved  the  good.  Let  us 
take  from  them  all  chance  for  exoitiojg  sympa- 
thy among  their  fellows ;  for,  view  u  as  you 
will,  if  a  citizen  who  stands  well  in  a  particu- 
lar locality  is  overlooked,  and  one  who  stands 
badly  is  relieved,  that  community  will  blame 
Congress  and  blame  the  Government  and  draw 
a  comparison,  so  that  a  sympathy  will  be  created 
for  the  citizen  whose  claims  have  been  over- 
looked. 

We  catmot  produce  quiet  in  that  way ;  and 
inasmuch  as  we  have  direct  work  to  do  to  sep- 
press  violence,  let  us  be  rid  of  this  irritatiiif 
question :  let  us  pass  a  general  relief  bill,  and 
direct  our  attention  to  those  who  shall  here- 
afler  violate  law.  We  shall  find  cases  enough 
of  that  kind.  Let  us  see  that  the  laws  are 
hereafter  enforced,  and  I  believe  that  with  this 
general  bill  passed  we  should  be  stronger,  we 
should  find  less  difficulty  in  the  South  in  en- 
forcing^ the  laws,  for  we  take  away  from  them 
an  irritating  and  vexed  question  which  does 
produce  disquiet  and  dissatisfaction. 

I  hope  the  bill  will  pass  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  substantially.  To 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
however,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  we  hare 
all  heard  of  the  old  saving,  '*  Let  us  be  just 
before  we  are  generous.''  i  do  not  like  to  be 
against  anything  that  may  seem  to  be  gener- 
ous ;  but  I  do  insist  always  upon  justice ;  and 
now  that  it  is  proposed  that  we  should  be  gen- 
erous to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  z^mAt 
lion,  I  insist  upon  justice  to  the  oolonid  race 
everywhere  throughout  this  land,  and  in  that 
spirit  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  as  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  additional  sections 
what  is  already  known  in  this  Chamber  as  the 
supplementarv  civil  rights  bill,  which  I  now 
send  to  the  Chair  and  ask  to  have  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Sawtbb 
in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  offer  it  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  No :  I  offer  it  to  come  in 
at  the  end  of  the  bilL  It  is  not  in  order 
strictly  until  the  amendmaat  of  the  fienntor 
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that  standing  among  them,  and  I  think  I  do 
them  no  disservice  in  taking  the  views  I  do 
respecting  their  rights. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  we  have  a 
vindication  on  this  floor  of  inequality  as  a  prin- 
ciple, as  a  political  rule. 

Mr.  HILL.  On  which  race,  I  would  inquire, 
does  the  inequali^  to  which  the  Senator  refers 
operate  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  On  both.  Why,  the  Sen- 
ator would  not  allow  a  white  man  to  go  into 
Uie  same  car  with  a  colored  man.  ^ 

Mr.  HILL.  Not  unless  he  was  invited,  per- 
haps«     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  weU.  The  Senator 
mistakes  substitutes  for  equality.  Equality  is 
where  all  are  alike.  A  substitute  can  never 
take  the  place  of  equality.  It  is  impossible ; 
it  is  absurd.  And  still  further,  I  must  remind 
the  Senator  that  it  is  very  unjast ;  it  is  terribly 
unjust  Why,  sir,  we  have  had  in  this  Cham- 
ber a  colored  Senator  from  Mississippi ;  but 
according  to  the  rule  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  we  should  have  set  him  apart  by  him- 
self ;  he  should  not  have  sat  with  his  brother 
Senators.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  as  favoring  sueh  a  rule  7 

Mr.  HILL.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    The  Senator  does  not 

Mr.  HILL.  I  do  not,  sir,  for  this  reason : 
it  is  under  the  institutions  of  the  country  that 
he  becomes  entitled  by  law  to  his  seat  here ; 
we  have  no  right  to  deny  it  to  him. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  and  I  intend 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  see  that  under  the 
institutions  of  his  country  he  is  equal  every- 
where. The  Senator  says  he  is  equal  here  in 
this  Chamber.  I  say  he  should  be  equal  in  rights 
everywhere ;  and  why  not,  I  ask  the  Senator 
from  Georgia?  Why  not?  He  comes  forward 
now  the  vindicator  of  a  discarded  barbarism, 
of  inequality.  I  wish  him  to  vindicate  it  Let 
him  assign  the  reason. 

'  Mr.  HILL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  say  that  I  think  his  definition  of  rights 
differs  materially  from  my  own.  What  he  may 
term  a  right  majr  be  the  right  of  anv  man  that 
pleases  to  come  into  my  parlor  and  to  be  my 
guest  That  is  not  the  right  of  any  colored  man 
upon  earth,  nor  of  any  white  man,  unless  it  is 
agreeable  to  me.  The  Senator  may  contend 
that  it  is  the  right  of  any  man,  under  the  in- 
stitutions of  this  nation,  to  intermarry  with  any 
caste  that  he  pleases.  I  think  that  such  mat- 
ters are  subject  to  municipal  regulation  by  the 
States  for  their  own  people;  and  I  think  I 
shall  adhere  to  that  opmion,  though  lam  open 
to  the  arguments  the  Senator  may  offer,  if  he 
can  convmce  me  to  the  contrary.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  have  believed  that  when  it  pleased 
the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  to  make  dif- 
ferent races  of  men  it  was  His  purpose  to 
keep  thorn  distinct  and  separate.  I  think  so 
now.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Senator  in- 
tends to  include  that  among  the  many  rights 
that  have  been  denied  to  t^is  despised  class 
of  which  he  speaks. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  now  we  see 
where  the  Senator  is.  He  admits  that  here  in 
this  highest  council  Chamber  there  is,  and 
there  should  be,  perfect  equality  before  the 
law ;  but  descend  from  this  Chamber  into  the 
hotel,  on  the  railroad,  into  the  common  school, 
and  tnere  there  is  no  equality  before  the  law, 
according  to  the  Senator.    He  does  not  com- 

Elain  because  all  are  equal  here  in  this  Cham- 
er.  J  know  not  whetner  he  does  not  com- 
plain because  all  are  equal  in  the  other  Cham- 
ber. But  now  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  if  he  will  allow  me,  whether,  in 
his  judgment,  the  colored  Representatives 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  in  the  other 
Chamber  ought  not  on  railroads  and  at 
hotels  to  have  the  same  rights  that  he  has  him- 
self?   I  ask  that  preciie  question. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  will  answer  that  question  in 
this  manner :  I  myself  am  subject  in  hotels 
and  upon  railroads  to  the  regulations  pro- 
vided by  the  hotel  proprietors  for  their  gu^^sts, 


and  by  the  railroad  companies  for  their  pas- 
sengers. I  am  entitled,  and  so  is  the  colored 
man,  to  all  the  security  and  comfort  that  either 
presents  to  the  most  favored  guest  or  passen- 
ger ;  but  I  maintain  that  proximity  to  a  colored 
man  does  not  in  crease  my  comfort  or  security, 
nor  does  proximity  to  me  on  his  part  increase 
his ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  a  denial  of  any 
right  in  either  case. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  May  I  ask  the  Senator  if 
he  is  excluded  from  any  right  on  account  of 
his  color?  The  Senator  says  he  is  sometimes 
excluded  from  something  at  hotels  or  on  rail- 
roads. I  ask  whether  there  is  any  exclusion 
on  account  of  color,  that  bears  on  him  ? 

Mr.  HILL.  I  answer  the  Senator.  I  have 
been  excluded  from  ladies'  cars  on  railroads. 
I  do  not  know  on  what  account  precisely ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  on  account  of  my 
color ;  but  I  think  it  more  likely  that  it  was 
on  account  of  my  sex.     [  Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  the  Senator,  as  I  un- 
derstand, insists  that  it  is  proper  on  accpant 
of  color.    That  is  his  conclusion. 

Mr.  HILL.  No ;  I  insist  that  it  is  no  denial 
of  a  right,  provided  all  the  comfort  and  security 
be  furnished  to  passengers  alike. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  does  not  seem 
to  see  that  any  rule  excluding  a  man  on  account 
of  his  color  is  an  indignity,  an  insult,  and  a 
wrong;  and  he  makes  himself  on  this  floor  the 
representative  of  indignity,  of  insult,  and  of 
wrong  to  the  colored  race.  Why,  sir,  his  State 
has  a  large  colored  population,  and  he  turns 
upon  them  to  deny  them  their  rights. 

Mr.  HILL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  sa^  to  him  that  it  will  take  him  and 
others,  if  there  should  be  anjf  others  who  so 
believe,  a  good  while  to  convince  the  colored 
people  of  the  State  of  Georgia  who  know  me, 
that  I  would  deprive  them  of  any  right  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  though  it  were  only  techni- 
cal ;  but  in  matters  of  pure  taste  I  cannot  get 
away  from  the  idea  that  i  do  them  no  injustice 
if  I  separate  them  on  some  occasions  .from  the 
other  race.  I  do  not  say  it  is  because  of  any 
prejudice;  on  the  contrary,  I  deny  feeling 
prejudice  or  contempt  for  any  man  because 
ne  IS  black,  for  I  have  seen  some  colored  men 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  esteem,  the 
greatest  regard,  and  in  whom  I  have  the  great- 
est confidence.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  race 
that,  socially,  they  are. not  the  equals  of  the 
white  race  today  j  nor  is  it  incumbent  upon 
every  philanthropist  to  devote  every  spare 
hoar  to  the  elevation  of  the  race.  It  may 
suit  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  do 
this,  but  for  myself  I  have  other  employment 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator makes  a  mistase  which  has  been  made 
for  a  generation  in  this  Chamber,  confounding 
what  belongs  to  society  with  what  belongs  to 
rights.  Now,  there  is  no  question  of  society 
here.  The  Senator  may  choose  his  associates 
as  he  pleases.  They  may  be  white  or  black, 
or  between  the  two.  That  is  simply  a  social 
question,  and  nobody  proposes  to  interfere 
with  it  That  taste  which  tne  Senator  has  now 
declared  belongs  to  him  he  will  have  free  lib- 
erty to  exercise  always,  selecting  always  his 
associates;  but  when  it  comes  to  rights^  there 
the  Senator  must  obey  the  law,  and  I  insist 
that  by  the  law  of  the  land  all  persons  without 
distinction  of  color  shall  be  equal  before  the 
law.  Show  me,  therefore,  a  legal  institution, 
anything  created  or  regulated  by  law,  and  I 
show  you  what  must  be  opened  equally  to  all 
without  distinction  of  color.  Notoriously,  the 
hotel  is  a  legal  institution,  originally  estab- 
lished by  the  common  law,  subject  to  minute 
provisions  and  regulations ;  notoriously,  pub- 
lic conveyances  are  in  the  nature  of  common 
carriers  subject  to  a  law  of  their  own  ;  noto- 
riously, schools  are  public  institutions  created 
and  maintained  by  luw;  and  now  I  simply 
insist  that  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  institu- 
tions there  shall  be  no  exclusion  on  account 
of  color.  Does  the  Senator  forget  that  a  late 
eminent  citizen  of  Louisiana,  Governor  Dunn,  1 


who  was  buried  the  other  day  with  sixty  thou- 
sandpersons  in  the  streets  following  his  funeral, 
on  his  way  to  this  capital  was  treated  with  in- 
dignity in  the  cars,  and  excluded  from  those 
proper  comforts  and  conveniences  which  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  would  claim? 

Mr.  HILL  I  know  nothing  of  the  particu- 
lars in  Lieutenant  Governor  Donnas  case, 
though  I  have  seen  some  notice  of  it  and  have 
heard  something  before,  perhaps  in  this  Cham- 
ber, in  relation  to  it ;  but  I  ask  the  Senator  if 
he  himself  thinks,  whatever  it  may  have  been, 
that  the  injustice  done  him  was  any  greater 
because  he  was  a  Lieutenant  Governor  than  if 
he  had  been  the  humblest  black  man  in  the 
nation? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Not  at  all.  I  insist  upon 
equal  rights  for  all,  for  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  the  humblest  citizen ;  but  I  take  the 
case  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  as  making 
the  injustice  still  more  conspicuous.  Sir,  yon 
buried  him  with  all  possible  honor,  the  streets 
thronging  with  sympathetic  spectators,  and  yet 
you  fdlowed  him  to  travel  from  New  Orleans 
to  Washington  and  be  insulted  on  the  way. 
And  whv?    For  his  color. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  Senator,  if 
that  did  occur,  if  he  was  insulted  on  account 
of  his  color  or  on  any  other  account,  I  do  not 
approve  of  any  insult  offered ;  but  I  still  insist 
that  if  it  only  consisted  in  putting  him  in  a  car 
that  was  designed  for  colored  people,  and  if 
the  car  was  equal  in  comfort  to  a  first- class 
passenger-car,  there  was  no  injustice  done 
nim.  That  is  the  distinction. 
'  Now,  I  would  have  the  Senator  to  under- 
stand that  I  am  not  greatly  afflicted  or  grieved 
that  I  ride  by  the  side  of  colored  passengers 
in  your  street  cars  here  in  this  city.  If  they 
appear  to  be  decent,  quiet  people,  well  clothed, 
it  does  not  disturb  me  at  ail ;  but  yet  I  cannot 
see,  if  this  railroad  company  should  choose  to 
have  a  separate  car  for  colored  people,  equal 
in  comfort  to  the  one  that  is  provided  for  the 
whites,  that  it  might  not  do  so  and  still  do  no 
injustice  to  the  colored  population.  The  Sen- 
ator says  it  is  everything  because  they  are 
denied  association.  I  think  their  associatioa 
npon  railways  is  worth  very  little.  I  do  not 
care  whether  I  see  anybody  at  all  upon  them 
generally  if  you  give  me  the  comtorts  of  a 
good  ride* 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  I  cannot  see  the 
magnitude  of  this  subject  I  obiect  to  this 
great  Government  descending  to  the  business 
of  regulating  the  hotels  and  the  common  tav- 
erns of  this  country,  and  the  street  railroads, 
stage-coaches,  and  everythin|;  of  that  sort  It 
looks  to  me  to  be  a  petty  business  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  the  Senator,  though  he  regards  it  as 
ef  greater  importance  than  any  otfc^r  subject 
before  the  country. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  would 
not  have  my  country  descend ;  I  would  have 
it  ascend.  I  wish  it  now  to  rise  to  the  heights 
of  the  Declaration  of  Itidependence.  Then 
and  there  did  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  great 
truth  that  all  men  are  equal  in  rights.  And 
now  a  Senator  from  Georgia  rises  on  this  floor 
and  denies  it  He  denies  it  by  a  subtlety. 
While  pretending  to  admit  it,  he  would  over- 
throw it  He  would  adopt  a  substitute  for 
equality.  The  Senator  says  that  the  colored 
people  may  have  in  the  cars  the  same  conven- 
iences. Does  not  the  Senator  know  that  Gov- 
ernor Dunn  on  his  way  here  had  not  the  same 
conveniences,  that  he  was  treated  with  indig- 
nity and  put  to  personal  hardship,  as  he  him- 
self recounted  to  me  on  this  floor? 

Mr.  HILL.     No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well  i  now  I  tell  it  to 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  HILL.  With  the  permission  of  the  Sen- 
ator. I  will  ask  him  if  this  proposition  does  not 
involve  on  the  part  of  tnis  Government  an 
inhibition  upon  railroad  companies  of  first, 
second,  and  third  class  cars? 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Not  at  all.    That  is  simply 
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Bimplv  Toidable,  the  amendioent  of  the  Sen* 
mtor  from  Indiana  does  not  a£feot  the  question 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  WILSON.  A  word  in  regard  to  the 
amendment  moved  by  my  colleagae.  I  am 
glad  that  he  has  moved  it,  and  that  he  has 
brought  it  forward  now,  for  the  reason  that  the 
attention  of  the  8enate«  of  Congress,  and  of 
the  country  has  been  called  to  its  provisions. 
I  hope  that  we  shall  Rj.  an  early  day  for  the 
consideration  of  that  bill.  If  it  is  moved  as 
an  amendment  upon  this  bill,  it  will  evidently 
be  pnt  at  disadvantage.  We  have  had  a  debate 
upon  it;  the  Senate  and  the  country  will  now 
see  what  its  provisions  are ;  and  I  want  the 
Senate  to  con»e  up  to  the  work  of  debating  it, 
acting  upon  it,  passing  it,  and  incorporating 
it  into  the  laws  of  the  country  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  expect 
to  vote  for  this  bill  and  for  such  amendments 
to  it  as  meet  my  judgment.  I  do  not  now 
think  of  any  for  which  I  shall  vote,  but  orob- 
ably  amendments  will  be  offered  for  wbich  I 
will  vote.  I  desire  to  be  considered  as  in  favor 
of  this  bill.  But  it  has  not  been  usual  to  sit 
out  a  bill  on  the  first  day  on  which  it  has  been 
debated,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  sit 
<mt  this  bill  to-night.  The  debate  on  it  is  far 
from  being  exhausted.  I  rise,  therefore,  sim- 
ply to  submit  a  proposition  that  to-morrow  at 
four  o'clock,  or  at  any  other  hour  that  is  con- 
Tenient  to  Senators,  if  the  debate  is  not  ex- 
hausted before  that  time,  the  general  debate 
be  considered  at  an  end,  and  that  the  ordinary 
debate  on  amendments  only  be  allowed.  This 
ia  a  subject  that  everybody  understands  very 
well;  still,  it  is  a  very  important  one,  and  I 
do  not  think  we  ought  to  press  the  vote  to-night. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  if  he  has  known 
of  a  case  where,  on  the  first  day  of  debate  on 
a  bill,  anybody  insisted  upon  voting  on  it  the 
next  day  or  sitting  it  out? 

Mr.  8HEKMAN.    I  think  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  cannot  find  any  such 
instance 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  think  I  could. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  asks  for  general  assent  to  an  under- 
standing that  debate  be  closed  and  voting  on 
amendments  commence  to-morrow  at  foor 
o'clock. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator to  say  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  and  others. 
Fix  it  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  we  are  through  with 
the  debate  by  two  o'clock,  we  can  then  pro- 
ceed to  vote. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  will  not  assent  to  any- 
thing but  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  four  o'clock 
will  be  quite  as  soon  as  the  debate  will  be 
exhausted. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  disposition  to  debate  the  bill  at 
length.  Cannot  we-  fix  the  time  for  two 
o'clock? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
tavo  o'clock  mvself. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    To-morrow  is  the  last 

y  before  the  holidays. 

Mr.  MORTON.    There  is  no  consent  to  that 

mr. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  have  inquired  of  sev- 

i\  Senators,  who  object  to  as  early  an  hour 
two  o'clock,  stating  that  they  desire  to 
Mpress  their  opinions ;  but  so  far  as  I  have 
beard  any  remark  about  it,  they  are  willing  to 
take  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  will  listen  to  me  one  moment,  I  beg  to 
Kuggesi  that  to-morrow  is  the  day  on  which 
we  adjourn  for  the  holidays.  Many  Senators, 
I  know,  are  anxious  to  leave  the  city  to-mor- 
row evening.  If  we  do  not  commence  to  vote 
nntil  four  o'clock,  and  amendments  may  be 
Q0ered  after  that,  they  will  be  kept  here  too 
late  to  hiave  to-roorxx>w  evening.    They  desire 


to  get  home  this  week.  I  therefore  8ug|[e8t 
three  o'clock.  Voting  on  amendments  with- 
out debate  will  not  take  long,  I  presume. 
Why  not  say  three  o'clock? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  will  not  i^ee  to  three 
o'clock. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  am  ready  to  vote  in  ten  minntes,  but  I  know 
that  four  o'clock  is  as  early  an  hour  as  can  be 
agreed  upon. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  the  gen- 
eral assent  of  the  Senate  given  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  at  four 
o'clock  to-morrow  general  debate  shall  cease 
on  this  bill  and  yoting  shall  commence  on  the 
amendments? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  With  five  minutes  explan- 
ation by  those  who  offer  amendments  I  will 
agree  to  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  ordinary  five-min- 
utes debate. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  That  is,  to  those  who 
offer  amendments,  but  to  none  others. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
then  uhderstands  that  that  is  the  general  assent 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  do  hope  that  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  will  accept  half  past  two 
o'clock. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  other  Senators  de- 
cline to  agree  to  that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  objects  to  anything  sooner 
than  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont certainly  will  agree  to  it  when  he  hears 
the  reason.  He  is  a  liberal  and  courteous 
gentleman.  There  are  a  good  many  western 
gentlemen  who  are  obligea  to  leave  by  three 
o'clock  to-morrow  in 'order  to  get  home  by 
Christmas. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  make  the  least 
objection  to  that     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  So  I  understand  ;  but 
I  know  the  good  feeling  of  the  Senator  will 
induce  him  to  agree  to  my  request. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky will  pardon  roe  for  saying  that  I  think  it 
unjust  to  force  a  vote  upon  this  bill  untildebate 
shall  have  been  exhausted  in  the  ordinary  way, 
at  least  until  it  appears  after  the  bill  is  up 
that  there  is  a  disposition  to  procrastinate,  and 
I  think  it  very  unnsual.  Therefore,  I  think  it 
an  act  of  great  liberality  to  agree  to  foor 
o'clock.  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to  oblige 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  but  I  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suppose  we  can  sit  it 
out. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Certainly,  and  I  can  sit 
here  as  long  as  you  can. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  there  any 
objection  to  four  o'clock? 

Mr.  CONKLING,    For  what  purpose? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thatdebate 
shall  cease  at  four  o'clock,  and  then  that  there 
shall  be  only  five-minutes  debate  on  amend- 
ments. The  Chair  hears  no  objection.  Such 
is  the  general  assent  of  the  S  euate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  being  the  under- 
standing, I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  We  ought  to  have  an  exec- 
utive session  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  withdraw  the  motion? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hope  we  shall  not  adjourn. 
We  ought  to  have  an  executive  session  of  five 
minutes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

KXBCUTIYR  SESSION. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  execative  busi- 
ness. 

The  motion  was  ogreed  to;  and  the  Senate 


proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
ousiness.  After  seven  minutes  spent  in  execu- 
tive session  the  doors  were  reopened/ and  the 
Senate  (at  four  o'clock  and  forty- two  minatea 
p.  m.)  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  December  20, 1871. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

COMMITTBB  01^  PUBLIO  BUILDINQS,  BTO. 

Mr.  DAWES,  b^  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Jietolvedt  That  the  reMlntfon  of  the  House  of 
April  17,  mathorisiDf  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Bnildings  and  Groands  to  employ  aolerk.  nhall  bo 
BO  coDttrued  as  to^pay  said  clerk  darinf  the  time 
Oongresi  is  in  seas  ton,  but  not  durioff  the  reoessei 
between  the  sessions. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to :  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  oe  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POST  ROUTE  BILL. 

Mr.  KILLINGER.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  introduce,  and  have  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage, a  bill  for  the  establisnmont  of  certain 
post  routes,  which,  I  am  informed,  it  is  too 
late  to  have  inserted  in  the  general  post  route 
bill  passed  yesterday.  ^ 

Tnere  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  777)  was  introduced,  read  three  times, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  KILLINGER  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DELEGATE   SWORN  IN. 

Mr.  McCORMICE,  of  Arizona.  I  present 
the  credentials  of  Mr.  G alleges,  the  Delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  ask 
that  he  be  sworn  in. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands 
there  is  no  contest  in  this  case? 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Arizona.  There  is  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  pre- 
sent himself,  and  take  the  oath  of  office. 

Mr.  JosiS  M.  Galleoos  appeared  and  quali- 
fied by  taking  the  oath. 

CIVIL  SERVICE   REFORM. 

Mr.  BEATTT.  I  rise  to  make  a  privileged 
re|>ort.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  offer  the  following  concurrent  res- 
olution : 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Revived,  (the  Senate  oooearriof .)  That  there  be 

S rioted  twenty-five  thousand  oopies  of  the  Presi- 
ent's  message  and  aooompanyiof  documents  relat- 
iDff  to  oivil  service  reform,  fourteen  thousand  for  the 
use  of  the  House,  seven  thousand  for  the  Senate,  and 
four  thousand  for  the  Exeontive. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered  ;  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEATTY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted :  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  oe  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  offer  the  following  preamble  and  reso* 
lutions: 

Whereas  the  honorable  the  Postmaster  General, 
In  his  late  annual  report  of  tho  oendition  and  busi- 
uess  of  his  Department,  in  endeavoring  to  aeooant 
for  the  larfe  ezoess  of  the  cost  over  and  above  the 
receipts  of  what  he  denominates  *' temporary  ser- 
vice/' says  he  aoted  "in  strict  conformity  with  the 
opinion  ofthe  Attorney  Qeneral,"  under  date  of 
July  22,  IdTl,  in  pr6oeeduiff  i»  ma)M  temporary  eon* 
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of  indebtedness,  one  isftned  to  the  capitalist, 
the  other  to  the  laboring  man,  are  not  bein? 
made  to  travel  pari  passu  until  we  can  reach 
the  point  where  they  can  all  be  redeemed  in 
the  precious  metals.  This  is  a  most  unjust 
discrimination  made  in  favor  of  the  capitalist 
and  against  the  laborer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  what 
has  been  done  during  the  last  ten  years  ?  In 
1860  we  had  a  tariff,  that  passed  in  1857,  the 
average  duties  of  which  were  only  fourteen  per 
cent.  The  Republican  party  has  since  then, 
in  some  manner  or  form,  attempted  to  correct 
that  tariff,  I  believe  not  less  than  twenty  times. 
The  last  bill  which  went  into  effect,  that  of 
1870,  was  brought  forward  as  a  errand  panacea 
that  was  to  cure  all  the  evils  of  which  the  work- 
ing and  producing  classes  of  the  community 
complained  under  an  unjust  and  unequal  sys- 
tem of  discrimination.  We  were  told  that  by 
that  act  there  would  be  a  reduction  of  at  least 
fifty  million  dollars  a  year ;  and  now  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  we  find 
that,  instead  of  reducine  the  taxation,  it  has 
been  largely  increased.  These  are  the  reasons 
why  you  find  these  mutterings  from  what  are 
known  as  the  working  classes.  They  are  the 
effect  of  your  discriminating  against  labor  and 
in  favor  of  capital  by  this  system  of  tariff. 

Look  at  the  system  of  internal  revenue.  It 
is  unjust  to  labor,  and  it  is  unjust  to  particu- 
lar sections.  For  the  purpose  of  demonstrat- 
ing the  iniquities  of  that  system  in  a  sectional 
point  of  view,  and  aj  it  affects  the  labor  of  that 
region  that  I  in  part  represent.  I  refer  to  a  table 
showing  the  relative  amounts  tnat  have  been  col- 
lected under  the  internal  revenue  system.  There 
are  five  counties  in  the  southwestern  corner 
of  the  State  of  Ohio.  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  a  part  of  them.  Those  five  coun- 
ties paid  to  the  internal  revenue  in  one  year 
$8,788,891  46.  They  have  three  Represent- 
atives on  this  floor.  I  find  by  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  that  five  New  England  States, 
States  of  capital  and  great  wealui,  paid  only 
the  amounts  which  I  shall  read :  the  State  of 
Maine,  $668,000;  New  Hampshire,  $660,000; 
VermoETt,  $814,000;  Rhode Island,$l. 280,000; 
Connecticut,  $2,889,000~in  all  $5,252,836  98; 
or  $5,250,000  paid  into  the  internal  revenue 
by  five  of  .the  wealthiest  States  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  while  the  five  counties  in  the  southwest- 
em  part  of  Ohio  paid  in  the  same  year  the 
sum  of  $8,788,000.  And  yet  this  is  said  to  be 
a  just  and  equal  system  of  taxation. 

It  WHS  but  a  day  or  two  ago,  Mr.  Speaker, 
following  immediately  on  the  heels  of  this  prop- 
osition to  raise  this  commission  by  appointment 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  a 
gentleman  from  one  of  these  New  England 
States  arose  and  in  hot  haste  desired  this 
House  to  instruct  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  income 
tax,  and  io  assess  all  the  internal  revenue 
taxes  upon  spirituous  liquors,  malt  liquors, 
and  tobacco,  and  stamps. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  would  Uke'to  ask 
the  gentleman  what  is  that  tax  paid  upon  by 
the  counties  in  Ohio  to  which  he  refers? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  The  $8,000,000  paid  by 
the  five  counties  is  principally  npon  spirits, 
malt  liquorSf  and  tobacco ;  chiefly  so. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Then  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  whether  the  tax  is  not 
eventually  paid  by  the  large  body  of  consumers 
all  over  the  country  who  use  the  whisky  and 
tobacco. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  suppose  it  is,  Mr. 
Speaker.  I  assume  the  ground,  and  I  hope 
the  Republicans  will  not  leave  it  before  the 
discussions  On  the  tariff  are  over,  that  all  these 
taxes,  both  under  your  internal  revenue  system 
and  your  tariff,  are  paid  by  the  consumers. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     Very  well. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Well,  that  disposes 
of  the  locality  argument.  ' 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  my  col- 
league  allow  me  to  make  a  aoggestion?  I  sup- 


pose, then,  he  would  not  have  us  understand 
that  this  whole  amount  is  paid  by  the  five  conn- 
ties,  having  admitted  that  it  is  paid  by  the  con*' 
Sumers ;  he  will  not  say  that  it  is  all  consumed 
there. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  paid  directly  and 
immediately  by  the  five  counties,  but  ulti- 
mately I)y  those  who  consume  these  various 
articles  just  precisely  as  the  duties  imposed  at 
your  custom-houses  upon  foreign  goods  ulti- 
mately come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  con- 
sumers ;  and  yet  my  colleague  is  perhaps  not 
one  of  that  class  who  will  before  the  people 
admit  that  the  consumers  pay  the  duties  that 
are  imposed  by  the  tariff  at  all. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  most  cer- 
tainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  colleague  may,  but 
he  knows  ver^  well  that  his  colleagues  who  are 
for  the  doctrine  of  high  protection  do  not  ad- 
mit that,  but  claim  that  the  duties  come  out  of 
someboay  else  than  the  consumer.  I  am  frank 
enough  to^ admit  that  all  these  taxes  in  the 
end  come  out  of  the  consumer. 

But  my  mind  was  diverted  by  this  interrup- 
tion from  the  proposition  that  I  was  referring 
to.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Kellogq]  proposes  to  repeal  the  income  tax 
immediately  upon  the  heels  of  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hoar]  to  get  up  this  commission  in  behalf  of 
the  workingmen.  Now,  when  you  repeal  the 
income  tax,  upon  what  will  the  taxes  that  are 
left  be  levied  ?  They  are  to  be  put  upon  spirits, 
tobacco,  maltliquors,  and  stamps.  Hence  the 
proposition  is  nothingmore  nor  less  than  this : 
that  the  gentleman  of  means,  the  capitalist, 
who  has  made  profitable  investments  and  is 
making  money  and  receiving  an  income,  is  to 
be  relieved  from  any  of  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation, and  theconsumers  of  tobocco  and  spirits 
and  all  who  use  stamps  are  to  be  made  to  pay 
off  the  national  debt  and  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernment. And  yet  the  gentlemen  on  that  side 
claim  that  they  are  par  excellence  the  friend 
of  the  working  men,  and  that  the  Republican 
party  is  the  great  champion  and  defender  of 
their  interests. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  the 
Republican  party.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
him  if  he  represents  the  Democratic  party  in 
his  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  income  tax  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  knows 
very  well  when  he  asks  me  that  question  that 
I  do  not  present  myself  here  as  the  represent- 
ative organ  of  any  party.  I  am  here  to  rep- 
resent my  individual  views  and  to  act  with  this 
Democratic  party  just  so  long  as  I  believe  it 
will  use  its  best  efforts  to  undo  the  wrongs  and 
remove  the  outrages  and  oppressions  which, 
the  Republican  parU  have  fastened  upon  the 
producing  classes  of  the  country. 

Mr.  DAWES.  One  more  question  which  I 
would  like  to  put  for  information,  and  it  is 
whether  the  gentleman  can  give  us  any  assur- 
ance that  he  will  have  the  cooperation  of  the 
Democratic  party  to  maintain  the  income  tax  ? 
J  should  like  to  know  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  on  that  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  seems  to  assume  that  I  am  here 
as  the  organ  of  the  Democratic  party,  that  I 
am  intrusted  with  its  secrets,  and  that  I  know 
all  about  its  purposes  and  intentions  in  the 
iritiire.  Now,  the  eentleman  has  had  oppor- 
tunities about  equal  to  my  own  in  this  respect, 
and  probably  has  as  much  information  as  I 
have 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  does  him- 
self great  injustice. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  Uke  to  know 
whether  all  the  Republican  party  are  pre- 
pared to  stand  by  the  gentleman  in  his  propo- 
sition to  repeal  the  income  tax? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  have  made  no  such  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  In  my  judgment,  when 
we  come  to  take  the  vote  the  gentleman  will 
find  that  he  is  counting  without  his  host,  and 


also  upon  the  tariff,  unless  there  are  serious 
modifications  made  in  it  from  any  that  I  sup- 
pose will  come  from  that  quarter.  So  that  if 
the  gentleman  means  to  intimate  tha^  we  will 
be  demoralized  on  this  side  of  the  House  io 
regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  income  tax,  I  say 
that  he  had  better  look  afler  his  own  party. 
They  were  fair  from  being  a  unit  on  the  ques- 
tion of  free  coal  and  free  salt  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  he  will  find  that  they  are 
equally  far  from  being  a  unit  on  the  proposi- 
tions that  he  is  likely  to  bring  forward  tirom 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  will 
find  a  large  number  of  revenue  reformers  in 
his  own  ranks. 

But  the  proposition  is  to  relieve  the  capital- 
ist, who  has  a  settled  income,  and  to  raise  the 
tax  from  what  source?  Why  from  spirits,  malt 
liquors,  and  tobacco ;  so  that  the  poor  laboring 
man,  the  mechanic,  the  day-  laborer,  Uie  stone- 
mason, or  the  carpenter,  ailer  his  ten  hours' 
toil,  when  he  returns  to  his  family,  may  reflect 
that  for  every  hour  that  it  is  necessary  to  work 
in  order  to  procure  the  salt  needed  for  his  ftim* 
ily  he  has  to  work  another  hour,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  duties  into  the  Treasury 
for  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  but  to 
eo  directly  into  the  pockets  of  the  capitalists 
having  the  ealt-works.  When  he  reflects  on 
this,  and  on  the  other  wrongs  inflicted  upon 
him  by  the  tariff  system,  which  makes  him  pay 
a  tax  upon  every  article  he  consumes,  from  the 
very  boots  on  his  feet  to  the  hat  upon  his  head ; 
when  he  sits  down  and  desires  to  refresh  him- 
self with  a  glass  of  lager  beer — a  cheap  bever- 
age for  the  poor  laborer — he  has  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  the  Republican  party  has 
repealed  the  income  tax  of  his  rich  neighbor, 
while  he  has  to  pay  a  tax  on  his  glass  of  lager 
before  he  drinks  it.  Then,  when  be  goes  to 
light  his  pipe  and  take  a  little  smoke  in  the 
evening,  with  his  wife  and  children  seated 
around  his  fireside,  he  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  Republican  party  makes  him 
pay  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the 
tobacco,  and  an  additional  tax  for  the  stamp 
upon  the  lucifer  match  with  which  he  lighu 
his  pipe.  And  all  these,  gentlemen  say,  are 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  the  workingmen. 

Mr.  DAWES.  One  more  inquiry,  for  I  am 
in  search  of  the  sentiments  of  the  House  on 
the  income  tax.  Where  does  the  gentleman 
derive  his  authority  for  saying  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  favors  the  repeal  of  the  income 
tax? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  derive  my  authority 
from  the  fact  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  not  only  recommended  it  in  his 
annual  message,  but  has  absolutely  desired 
individuals  who  hai^e  visited  him  to  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  that  tax  before  the  holidays ;  and 
if  you  do  not  recogni^  that  proposition  as  a 
Republican  tenet,  then  you  have  to  ignore  and 
repudiate  the  President,  for  I  take  it  he  is 
your  organ  and  the  great  head  center  of  the 
Republican  party. 

Now,  by  your  tariff  system  you  tkx  oppres- 
sively the  workingman  from  his  cradle  to  the 
grave  onerouslv  and  unjustly.  A  boy  baby  is 
born  to-night,  the  laboring  man  is  blessed  with 
an  increase  of  family;  the  moment  it  breathes 
the  breath  of  life  it  begins  to  pay  a  tax  upon 
the  little  flannel  shirt  that  is  put  upon  him. 
Then,  as  he  grows  up  to  be  a  little  boy  running 
arouml  his  rather' s  house,  and  receives  a  holi- 
day present  at  Christmas  of  his  little  red-top 
boots,  (and  that  is  an  epoch  in  the  life  of  every 
little  boy,)  as  he  struts  about  in  the  snow 
and  asks  his  father  to  admire  his  boots,  that 
father  knows  that  he  has  had  to  pay  a  heavy 
dnty  upon  them.  If,  when  he  arrives  at  man- 
hood, he  decides  to  become  a  mechanio,  you 
tax  every  edged  tool  that  he  uses.  If  he 
becomes  a  &rmer,  belongs  to  that  noble  class 
that  is  the  source  of  all  tne  wealth  of  this  coun- 
try, then  you  tax  him  upon  the  leathm-,  the 
iron,  the  steel  that  he  uses,  upon  the  salt  and 
everything  else  tjtiat  he  consumes.  That  is  hU 
done  for  Sie  benefit  of  capital.    Then,  as  he 
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grows  in  years,  and  arrives  at  the  ripe  good 
old  age  of  three  score  and  ten,  and  tottering 
along  at  last  tumbles  into  his  grave,  yon  im- 
pose a  tax  upon  his  estate  for  the  screws  that 
are  used  in  his  coffin.^  And  when  his  friends 
are  gathered  around  his  grave,  and  they  come 
to  perform  the  last  act  for  him  in  making  the 
little  hillock  of  brown  earth  that  shall  mark 
the  resting-place  where  his  mortal  remains 
are  to  repose  until  the  morning  of  the  resur- 
rection, you  tax  the  estate  for  the  Ames'  shovel 
that  is  used  for  that  purpose. 

But  I  have  already  consumed  more  time 
than  I  intended  when  I  arose.  1  did  not  ex- 
pect on  this  occasion  to  do  anything  more  than 
simply  to  give  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
among  them  the  worthv  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  to 
understand  what  we  are  driving  at.  We  ex- 
pect from  him  a  just  tariff,  one  that  will  bear 
equally  and  justly  upon  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. 

I  make  no  war  upon  capital.  Capital  is 
necessary,  but  it  should  be  made  to  behave 
itself  and  to  keep  within  reasonable  bounds.  I 
make  no  war  upon  the  laborine  classes.  On 
the  contrary,  I  expect  to  stand  nere  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  iust  ana  righteous  measures  for  the 
relief  of  that  class  from  the  oppressions  that 
have  been  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

Mr.  Speaker,  gentlemen  may  as  well  set 
tbeir  sails  for  tne  coming  storm.  The  labor- 
ing men  of  the  country  fought  down  the  rebel- 
lion, and  jon  repudiated  your  just  debt  to 
those  labonng  men  for  that  service.  You  have 
ground  down  the  laboring  man  and  paid  him 
off  in  a  depreciated  currency,  when  you  agreed 
to  pay  him  in  gold ;  you  have  paid  him  in  a 
currency  that  drew  no  interest,  while  you  have 
been  paying  the  capitalists  of  the  country 
double  the  amount  actually  due  them  and  gold 
interest  upon  their  investments  from  the  start. 
During  the  whole  of  this  time  you  have,  by 
means  of  taxation,  been  oppressing  the  great 
laboring  and  producing  classes  of  society. 

Sir,  there  was  a  little  procession  on  last  Sun- 
day in  the  streets  of  New  York  city  that  meant 
business.  They  have  not  their  agents  here  to 
press  their  claims  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  as  the  capitalists  have.  They  are 
coming;  the  clans  are  gathering;  the  reveille 
will  be  beaten  again ;  and  from  the  mountain 
top  the  call  to  the  charge  will  soon  be  sounded. 
The  struffgle  of  1872  between  the  interests  of 
labor  ana  the  oppressive  demands  of  capital 
will  be  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ever  known 
in  the  history  of  this  country.  The  clans  are 
gathering.  They  will  come  from  the  mount- 
ain-top and  from  the  valley,  from  the  work- 
shop, from  the  plain,  from,  the  far-off  frontier, 
from  the  sea,  from  the  river,  from  the  lakes, 
in  one  common  union  against  these  wrongs 
that  have  been  inflicted  upon  them.  They 
will  come,  sir,  with  no  new  banner,  but  under 
the  good  old  '* stars  and  stripes,''  under  which 
they  have  fought  and  under  which  their  fathers 
before  tbelb  fought  They  will  rally  to  the 
rescue;  and  they  will  have  inscribed  upon 
their  banners,  in  letters  of  living  light,  '*The 
equality  of  man  before  the  law" — that  heaven- 
bom  principle  which,  in  my  judgment,  should 
guide  our  legislation.  They  will  not  come  as 
they  did  in  1861,  with  cannon  and  shot  and 
shell,  to  desolate  the  knd.  They  will  not 
come  to  make  your  mountain  streams  and 
your  rivers  run  red  with  American  blood,  shed 
by  American  bands.  No,  no ;  they  will  come 
armed  with— 

**A  wespon  firmer  set 
And  torer  than  the  bayooet : 

The  ballot  that  falls  m  still 
Ai  a  taowfiake  on  the  fVoien  sod, 

Bot  executes  a  Ireeman's  will 
As  liffbtDing  does  tbe  will  of  Qod." 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  coming  struggle  I  do 
not  know  where  the  Democratic  party  will 
stand,  or  how  many  of  tbe  Republican  party 
will  unite  in  this  great  movement    For  my 


own  part,  by  every  instinct  of  my  nature,  by 
every  fond  memory  of  poverty-stricken  parents 
who  cared  for  me  as  a  child  upon  the  frontier 
of  the  West,  by  all  that  1  have  learned  in  later 
life,  I  expect  to  be  a  private  in  the  ranks  of 
that  mighty  phalanx  that  shall  come  up  and 
exact  equal  justice. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  consumed  in  these  dis- 
jointed remarks  more  time  than  I  intended  at 
the  outset.  And  now,  protesting  against  the 
whole  sjrstem  of  **  farming  out"  the  floor,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  wrong,  althongh  it  has  been 
decided  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  roles  and 
usages  of  the  House,  I  constitute  myself  into  a 

Eeddler  of  the  balance  of  my  time.    How  much 
avel  left? 

The  SPEAKER.    Thirteen  minutes. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  very  sorrv  to  have 
used  so  much  time.  I  will  therefore  bequeath 
the  entire  residue  of  my  hour  to  a  gentleman 
who  represents  a  whole  State.  As  I  know 
**  the  eyes  of  all  Delaware  are  upon  him,"  I 
yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Biggs.] 

Mr.  BIGQS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  acknowledge 
the  kindness  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  in  giving  to  me  thirteen 
minutes  of  his  time.  I  propose  during  that 
time  to  discuss  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 
Honesty  of  purpose  and  purity  of  motive  oueht 
always  to  characterise  any  gentleman  who  has 
a  seat  in  a  deliberative  body.  Since  this  bill 
has  been  under  discussion  1  have  been  pained 
to  see  gentlemen  endeavoring  to  give  it  a 
party  turn  or  to  make  political  capital  out  of 
it  Sir,  we  are  here  as  Representatives  of  the 
nation.  Democratic  as  well  as  Republican; 
and  when  the  Republicans  undertake  to  say 
that  the  Democrats  are  opposed  to  the  laborers 
of  the  country,  I  think  they  should  be  reminded 
that  the  history  of  the  nation  shows  that  the 
Democratic  party  is  the  natural  protector  of 
the  laboring  people. 

And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  of  this  country  will  be  held  ac- 
countable and  responsible  for  the  legislation 
during  the  last  ten  years.  Who,  I  ask,  gave 
fifty-three  million  acres  of  tbe  public  domain 
to  a  wealthy  corporation  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress?  Who  save  twenty*  three  thousand 
acres  of  the  public  lands  to  every  mile  of  rail- 
road track  from  Duluth  to  Puget  sound?  The 
Republican  party  of  this  House  and  of  this 
nation  took  from  the  people  fifty  three  million 
acres  of  the  land  which  we  ought  to  have  held 
in  trust  for  the  poor  workingmen  of  our  coun- 
try, and  gave  it  to  some  ten  or  twelve  wealthy 
gentlemen. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  see  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoab]  who  intro* 
duced  this  bill  paying  attention  to  my  remarks, 
and  I  propose  to  give  him  a  sum  to  figure  out. 
Tell  me,  sir,  the  difference  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  building  the 
Northern  Pacific  railroad,  and  after  building 
it  making  it  a  present  to  ten  or  twelve  individ- 
uals, and  the  same  Government  furnishing  the 
same  ten  or  twelve  individuals  with  the  means 
to  build  it,  with  a  surplus  of  $25,000,000  re- 
maining. That  is  what  the  Republican  party 
have  done,  and  yet  they  tell  us  they  are  the 
friends  of  the  laboring  man  I 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Fabnsworth]  stated  yesterday  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  had  done  more  for  labor  than  any 
other  party  of  the  country.  My  dear  sir,  with 
all  due  deference  to  your  distinguished  ability 
and  statesmanship,  1  beg  most  respectfully  to 
differ  from  you;  and  I  here  allege  that  the 
Republican  party  by  their  oppressive  legislation 
during  the  last  ten  years  have  extracted  more 
money  from  the  toiling  millions  of  this  coun- 
try than  the  Democratic  party  did  under  the 
administrations  of  Van  Buren,  Polk,  Pierce, 
and  Buchanan,  and  for  twenty  five  years  pre 
vious  to  that  time.  In  other  words,  I  charge 
that  the  Republican  party  by  their  unwise 
legislatioo  have  exiraoted  more  bioney  from 


the  toiling  millions  of  this  country  in  ten  years 
than  the  Democratic  party  did  in  a  period  of 
forty-one  years. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman,  as  he  has 
appealed  to  me  personally,  allow  me  to  ask 
him  a  question? 

Mr.  BIGGS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOAR*  Has  he  notdaringall  that  time 
held  that  ii  was  right  to  advocate  the  owning 
of  the  laboring  man  by  the  capitalists? 

Mr.  BIGG£  I  do  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman's question. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  the  gentlnnan  whether, 
during  all  that  time,  he  did  not  advocate  the 
policy  of  the  capitalists  owning  the  working* 
men ;  in  other  words,  holding  slaves? 

Mr.  BIGGS.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned  I  have  always  advocated  the 
interest  of  the  laboring  men  of  the  country.  I 
feel  myself  identified  with  the  laboring  men  of 
the  nation.  And  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  perfectly  well  knows,  if  he  will 
take  and  read  the  history  of<his  own  State,  that 
New  Eneland  was  so  vitally  interested  in  the 
slave  trade  that  the  insisted  upon  carrying  on 
the  traffic  in  human  flesh  until  the  year  1808. 
He  will  find  ample  room  for  his  benevolence 
there,  where  poor  factory  boys  and  girls,  not 
fifteen  years  of  age,  are  kept  at  work  in  the 
factories  until  the  superintendent  has  had  to 
throw  water  upon  their  faces  to  keep  them 
awake.  [Laughter.]  Here,  sir,  is  the  testi- 
mony of  one  witness,  reported  by  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics,  from  Massachusetts : 

**Tn4imony  t^f  an  Ovtrlooker  c/  SevenUem  Year^ 
Experience,  Five  in  thie  Conntry^  and  Twelve  in  £ng- 
laiuttinaCotton-MilL—WoTked  in  Eosland  under  the 
ten-hoar  law ;  is  familiar  with  the  system  of  incipeo- 
tion  in  England ;  haa  seen  an  inspector  enter  dis- 
guised as  a  labor«r ;  he  forbade  any  one  leaving  tba 
room  until  after  the  inspection;  found  thirty  or 
more  children  working  contrary  to  law,  for  which 
the  owner  was  fined.  Now  works  eleven  hoars  per 
day,  eziDept  Saturday;  tbinka  there  are  many  chil- 
dren under  fifteen  years  of  age ;  according  to  the 
beet  of  my  knowledge.  I  believe  there  are  one  han- 
dred  and  fifty  under  that  age  in  tbe  room  in  which 
I  am  employed:  one,  afirl.  measnring  four  feet  five 
inches  high,  weighing  sixty- two  pounds:  another, 
about  the  same  neight,  weighing  sixty-four  and  a 
half  pounds :  think  they  are  about  eleven  year?  of 
age.  These  children  are  poor,  emaeiatedf  and  sickly ; 
none  of  them  have  attended  school  dunng  the  past 
year.  Six  years  ago  I  ran  night  work  from  six  forty- 
five  p.  u^  to  six  a.  m.,  with  forty-five  minutes  for 
meals,  eating  in  the  room.  The  children  were  drowsy 
and  sleepy :  nave  known  them  to  fall  asleep  stand- 
ing up  at  their  work.  Some  of  these  children  are 
now  working  in  the  mill,  and  appear  to  be  under 
fifteen  years  of  age.  I  have  had  to  sprinkle  water 
in  their  faces  to  arouse  them,  after  having  spoken 
to  them  till  hoarse ;  this  was  done  gently,  without 
any  intention  of  hurting  them." 

Let  him  go  back  to  his  own  State  of  Mafsa- 
chusetts,  and  commence  his  reform  there,  and 
not  come  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
and  endeavor  to  make  a  little  eheap  capital  for 
Massachusetts.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  fiom 
Massachusetts  knows  the  lateUepublican  con- 
vention which  he  presided  over  in  that  State 
had  to  combine  all  the  isms  of  that  State  in 
order  to  defeat  General  BtrrLER's  nomination 
for  Governor,  when  General  Bcttlur  was  run- 
ning in  the  interest  of  the  Workingmen^  s  party 
in  that  State.     [Laughter.] 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  only  account  for  it 
in  this  way.  Slavery  is  dead.  Massachusetts 
can  no  more  hold  up  and  persecute  the  southern 
slaveholder.  Slavery  has  been  '*  wiped  out,'' 
and  Massachusetts,  so  fond  of  meddling  with 
other  people's  business,  caanot  rest  satisfied. 
There  is  a  Workingmen' s  party  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  the  gentleman  fears  their  power  in 
the  next  election.  Hence  the  introduction  of 
this  bill.  He  cannot  talk  aay  more  about  the 
negro,  and  he  wants  to  set  up  a  little  sympathy 
with  the  laboring  men  ofthe  country.  The  labor- 
ers of  the  country  understand  thir.  All  they 
desire,  all  they  ask,  is  to  be  remunerated  for 
their  toil.  'J'hey  will  cheerfully  support  a  Gov- 
ernment economically  administered ;  and  if  we 
would  give  themsubstantial  relief  let  them  have 
their  salt,  their  coal,  their  sagar  and  coffee  free 
of  taxation.  If  you  w'ant  to  regulate  labor  and 
capital  go  back  to  your  own  State  of  iCasea- 
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cbosettfl  and  set  ns  an  example  there,  and  not 
excite  the  whole  laboring  population  through- 
out the  country  bj  a  biul  example,  by  intro- 
ducing such  a  bill  as  this,  which  will  result  in 
no  good  to  any  save  those  who  receive  the 
$5,000  annually. 

Sir,  it  has  not  been  very  long  since  every 
negro  in  the  country  imagined  he  was  to  grow 
suddenly  wealthy.  Oh,  they  were  to  have  forty 
acres  of  land  and  a  mule,  [laughter,]  and 
every  negro  in  the  country,  sir,  was  waiting 
for  the  forty  acres  and  the  mule  to  come. 
[Renewed  laughter.]  And  now,  by  intro- 
ducing such  a  bill  as  that,  you  are  endeavoring 
to  delude  the  laboring  people  of  the  country. 

Sir,  I  call  upon  the  leader  of  the  Renublioan 
party  in  this  House,  the  chairman  of  tne  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  say  whether  we 
have  not  already  got  commissions  enough.  We 
have  got  here  some  forty  committees ;  and  what 
does  this  bill  propose?  That  there  shall  be 
three  commissioners  appointed.  And  appointed 
by  whom?  By  the  rresident  of  the  United 
States.  And  who  is  the  Presidentof  the  United 
States?  A  member  of  the  Republican  party. 
And  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will  hardly  pass 
this  bill  until  some  scores,  or  perhaps  hun- 
dreds of  broken-winded  Republicans  will  be 
down  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue  beseech- 
ing him  to  give  them  the  appointment ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  a  majority  of  them  are  too 
proud  to  beg  and  too  lazy  to  work,  yet  over- 
flowing with  loyalty  and  zealonsy  to  serve  their 
country. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  pays  these  commis- 
sioners ?  Do  members  of  Congress  pay  them  ? 
Do  Presidents  or  Cabinet  ministers  pay  them  ? 
No,  sir,  the  people  pav  them.  And  I  stand 
here  in  mv  place  to-day  in  advocacy  of  the 
people's  rights,  and  especially  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform,  and  an  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government.  See  how  your 
clothinff  is  taxed.  Begin  with  your  hat;  a 
tax  is  mid  even  upon  your  hat- band,  and  on 
the  leather  inside  your  hat.  Your  coat,  your 
pants,  your  boots,  the  verv  nails  in  your  boots 
are  taxed.  And  for  what  purpose  taxed? 
For  the  purpose  of  raising  four  hundred 
million  dollars  of  annual  revenue  from  the 
hard  labor  and  industry  of  the  nation.  And 
yet,  with  the  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the 
l*resident  directly  and  indirectly  of  forty-two 
thousand  officers  in  this  Qovernment,  you 
want  to  make  plaees  for  three  more. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  bill  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, ought  never  to  have  been  introduced 
into  this  Chamber.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoab]  who  introduced  it 
desires  to  benefit  the  poor  man  let  him  show 
that  desire,  not  by  theory,  but  by  practice. 
When  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell] 
was  reciting  the  articles  used  by  the  poor  daily 
laborer  he  omitted  to  state  that  if  the  work- 
ingman  deposits  in  bank  the  result  of  his  toil 
the  liepublican  party  rec^uires  him  to  put  a 
Uepublicfui  ticket  upon  his  own  check  before 
he  can  draw  out  his  own  money.  And  yet  we 
ore  told  this  is  the  party  the  poor  man  is  t# 
look  to  for  protection.  Why,  sir,  such  a  search- 
ing system  of  taxation  never  was  introduced 
into  any  civilized  nation  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe  as  the  Republican  party  has  introduced 
into  the  American  nation.  This  morning  I 
cut  a  piece  out  of  a  paper  in  which  there  is  a 
reference  to  an  examination  of  Robert  Con- 
nolly, an  English  laborer,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica to  inquire  into  the  difference  between  the 
English  and  the  American  laborer*  The  ex- 
tract is  as  follows : 

*'  Iron  in  a  oouotry  in  which  it  may  bo  shoveled 
from  the  sar&ce  of  the  ground  into  the  moath  of 
the  furnace  should  be  cheaper  than  in  those  in 
which  it  must  be  raised  from  the  bottom  of  mines 
hundredt  of  feet  deen.  vet  iron  in  Glasgow  eosts 
fifteen  dollars  a  ton.  in  New  York  thirty  dollars  a 
ton.  This  difference  in  price  is  caused  by  tne  duty  on 
iron  which  is  needed  neither  for  revenue  nor  pro- 
tection, but  is  maintained  by  monopoly. 

**Tho  workiogmen  of  Kngiand.  through  one  of 
their  trade  associations,  recently  sent  Mr.  Robert 
OonnoUy  to  this  country  to  compare  the  condition  of 


Ameriean  workingmen  with  the  Bnglish.  He  re- 
turned and  reported  that  American  wages  were 
higher  than  English  wage?,  but  that  the  latter  af- 
ford«i  better  support.  The  American  laborer  is 
taxed  on  his  fuod,ruel,  clothing,  and  shelter  doubly ; 
taxed  forGovemment,  and  taxed  for  monopoly.  The 
British  laborer  is  taxed  once,  for  GovernmenL'* 

Mr.  Speaker,  how  much  time  have  I  left? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  time  is 
out  and  two  minutes  over.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  am  very  muoh  obliged  to 
you,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  hope  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, before  the  session  closes,  of  showing 
my  appreciation  of  your  kindness,  on  again 
obtaining  the  floor. 

UBSSAOB  FROM  TH«  8KNATR. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Gorham, 
its  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  without  amendment,  bills 
of  the  House  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  487)  making  appropria- 
tions for  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  under 
articles  one  to  nine,  inclusive,  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
concluded  at  Washington  May  8,  1871 ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  489)  making  appropriations 
for  expenses  incurred  under  articles  twelve  to 
seventeen,  inclusive,  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  at 
Washington  May  8,  1871. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  a  bill 
of  the  following  title ;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  459)  for  the  construction 
of  a  public  building  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 

WAQBS  AND  HOURS  OF  LABOR. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  874)  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  on  the  subject  of 
the  wages  and  hours  of  labor  and  the  division 
of  profits  between  labor  and  capital  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  now  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  motion  is 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions. 
If  the  previous  question  is  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered  it  will  first  be  taken  on 
that  motion,  and  will  not  exhaust  itself  until 
the  third  reading  and  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  rise  to  make  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry.  I  wish  to  know  what  will 
become  of  the  amendments  to  the  bill  that 
were  offered  subsequently  ,to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  &om  Ohio. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  could  not  be  enter- 
tained. It  is  not  competent  to  entertain  an 
amendment  pending  a  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  If  the  gentleman's  proposi- 
tion is  defeated,  then  what  becomes  of  the 
amendments? 

The  SPEAKER.  His  proposition  cannot 
be  reached  till  the  previous  question  is  seconded 
and  sustained.  It  it  is  then  defeated,  no  fur- 
ther amendment  can  be  offered,  because  the 
previous  question  partly  executed  cannot  be 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  And  the  amendments  which 
have  been  offered  subsequently  to  the  motion 
to  recommit? 

The  SPEAKER.  All  these  amendments  are 
cut  out  absolutely  by  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.] 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  amd  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  rise  to  close  the  debate, 
but  yield  fifteen  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Bingham.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  houf 
begins  at  twenty^one  minutes  of  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the 
introduction  of  this  bill  my  imprwsiona  were 


against  it,  because,  in  Uie  first  place,  I  sup- 
posed that  the  Committee  on  Eaueation  and 
Labor  were  fully  empowered  to  make  the 
investigation  proposed  by  the  bill ;  and  because 
further  I  inferred,  not  so  much  from  what  is 
contained  in  the  text  of  the  bill  as  from  words 
that  dropped  in  the  discussion,  that  it  con- 
templated legislation  upon  the  wages  of  labor, 
upon  the  hours  of  labor,  npon  the  relations  of 
labor  to  capital,  ui)on  the  distribution  of  the 
profits  joinUy  acquired  bj  labor  and  capital, 
and  upon  the  social  relations  of  the  people  of 
this  country. 

I  am  glad  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  one 
of  the  gentlemen  at  least  or  the  committee 
reporting  the  bill  has  publicly  npon  this  floor 
disclaimed  any  such  purpose  in  the  present- 
ation of  the  bill,  and  has  disclaimed  as  well 
any  such  legislative  power  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  That  being  understood, 
the  question  resolves  itself  into  this,  whether 
it  is  wise  for  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
institute  a  searching  inquiry  into  the  educa- 
tional, social,  and  sanitary  condition  of  the 
laborers  in  this  countrv,  tne  wages  of  labor, 
the  time  occupied  in  labor  by  the  laboring 
population  of  tne  communitjr,  and  the  position, 
if  you  please,  of  the  laboring  population  in 
the  body- politic  of  the  United  States.  Among 
intelligent  American  citizens:  Mr.  Speaker, 
no  such  inquiry  is  needful.  Every  intelligeDt 
man  knows,  as  was  so  apUy  said  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Slocitm] 
on  yesterday  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill, 
that  America  is  foremost  of  all  the  nations  of 
the  world  to-day  in  its  protection  of  all  the 
interests  of  labor.  I  think  right  well,  however, 
of  the  propriety  of  this  inquiry  for  the  pur- 
pose of  allaying  the  discontent  of  certain  ner- 
sons  who  have  recently  fled  to  our  shores  from' 
the  oppression  of  the  Old  World,  whether  they 
be  known  by  the  name  of ''  Internationals"  or 
the  "Commune."  They  come  hither  filled 
with  recollections  of  the  oppressions  which  in 
this  age,  as  in  past  ages,  nave  crushed  out 
the  hearts  of  the  toiling  millions  nnder  the 
despotisms  of  the  Old  World,  and  are,  it  would 
seem,  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  here  in  Amer- 
ica the  Governmont  of  the  United  States  was 
organized  in  the  first  instance  by  the  laboring 
millions  of  this  country,  and  from  that  hour 
to  this  has  been  carried  on  and  supported, 
administered  and  enforced  in  its  wise  and 
wholesome  legislation  by  that  mi^ty  body- 
guard of  human  progi«ss,  the  laboring  people. 

Sir,  it  is  pitiful  to  hear  gentlemen  talk 
of  labor  in  America  being  oppressed.  The 
millions,  sir,  who  have  swept  away  onr  forests 
and  let  in  the  sun  upon  the  fertile  earth  from 
sea  to  sea,  across  tnis  continent:  who  have 
hewed  from  the  forest  and  the  rock  the  mate- 
rial and  built  the  habitations  of  the  nation ; 
who  feed  and  clothe  and  shelter  the  whole  liv- 
ing population  of  America,  will  laugh  to  scorn 
the  utterances  of  any  man  on  this  floor,  or  else- 
where, who  talks  abiont  the  laboring  masses  of 
America  being  oppressed  by  American  legis- 
lation !  Sir,  they  are  the  architects  of  their  own 
fortunes,  the  protectors  of  their  own  rights,  the 
promoters  of  tneir  own  interests,  and  the  makers 
of  their  own  laws.  They  built  our  fabric  of 
civil  government.  They  enacted  in  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  First  Congress  under  the  Constitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States  an  act  which  ordained 
the  total  exclusion  of  the  law  of  primogeniture 
throughout  the  public  domain.  Th^  liad  the 
wisdom  by  this  legislation  in  the  First  Con- 
gress under  the  Constitution,  represented  by 
men  who  understood  their  wishes  and  had 
respect  for  their  wants,  to  improve  upon  the 
old-time  system  of  England  by  which  the  whole 
territory  of  the  realm  within  the  limits  of  Great 
Britain,  under  the  direct  operation  of  the  law 
known  as  primogeniture,  has  been  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  few  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many. 
Looking  to  their  own  interests,  they  took  care 
in  that  early  legislation  to  abolish  that  law  of 
primogeniture,  which  sooner  or  later  England 
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fttion  as  will  enable  tfacm  to  determine  the 
facts  for  themselyes,  so  that  they  may  know 
whether  the  man  who  goes  before  them  to  pro- 
claim their  wrongs  speaks  the  tratht  whether 
he  speaks  for  them  or  for  himself.  They  will 
by  this  means  be  enabled  to  speak  for  them 
selves,  knowing  that  of  which  they  speak.  This 
investigation  is  not  to  determine  results  here ; 
it  is  to  enable  the  people  to  determine  resolts 
for  themselves,  and  to  direct  legislation^  here  or 
elsewhere. 

I  incorporate  as  part  of  ray  remarks  the  fol- 
lowing bill  which  I  introduced  Monday  last, 
fnlly  believing  that  ere  long  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  will  be  required  by  the 
people  to  pass  such  a  bill.  I,  for  one,  move 
now,  that  I  may  not  be  sleeping  at  my  post  of 
duty — a  duty  to  me  so  clear  and  just  to  all  the 
people : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  371)  establishing  a  bureau  of  labor, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  oommissiouer 
therefor,  and  defining  his  duties. 

J3«  U  enacted  Iry  ike  Senate  and  Bouee  o/Bepr^eent' 
attv«S(^the  United  State*  of  America  in  Oonpreeeaaeem' 
bled.  That  there  is  hereby  established  a  bureau,  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  to  be  knows  as  the  bureau  of  labor. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  shall  be  a  commissioner  of  labor 
appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  be  in  charge 
of  the  bureau  of  labor,  and  who  shall  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  now  paid  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commis- 
iiinner  of  labor  to  oolloct  the  necessary  information 
and  publish  monthly  reports,  showing  as  definitely 
OS  possible  the  amount  and  character  of  waves  naid 
at  the  latest  date  to  male  and  female  employes  in 
«very  county  and  in  every  town  or  city  of  five  hundred 
inhabitants  or  over  throaghout  the  United  States 
and  Territories,  and  forservioes  on  the  high  sets  and 
other  norigable  waters  adjacent  to  or  within  the 
United  States,  (for  servioes  by  the  year,  month,  and 
day  respectively.) andspecifioally  designating,  under 
separate  and  appropriate  headings,  the  various  kinds 
oi  labor  for  which  the  wages  are  paid,  and  whether 
paid  by  the  United  States  or  by  any  of  the  various 
corporations  or  compuiies  operating  under  laws  or 
charters  of  Congress  or  State,  or  other  authority, 
or  paid  by  individuals. 

Sso.  4.  That  it  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  said 
commissioner  of  labor  to  show,  in  said  reports,  the 
cost  of  rents,  fuel,  and  the  articles  of  general  use  for 
food  and  clothing,  the  amount  of  interest  paid  on 
loans  and  other  indebtedness,  the  rate  of  discount 
charged  \Mf  the  banks,  the  amount  of  poll-tax,  and 
the  rate  rer  cent,  of  property  tax  paid  in  the  sev- 
eral localities, whetherState,  national,  or  local  taxes: 
the  rat«  per  milecharged  by  railroads  for  |»assengers 
and  for  local  and  tbroufh  freights  respectively,  and 
nil  such  other  Information  ds  may  lead  to  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  practical  relations  between  capital 
and  labor  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  following 
endorsement  of  the  above  bill,  which  I  here 
insert  as  a  part  of  these  remarks : 

Washington,  December  20, 1871. 

To  the  honorable  membert  of  <Ac 

Hotuea/  Bepreseniattvee  in  Oongreew  aewembled: 
I  b^g  leave  to  represent  that,  in  our  opinion, 
bill  371.  introduced  by  Mr.  Shanks,  of  Indiana, 
entitled  **A  bill  establishing  a  bureau  of  labor, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner 
therefor,  and  defining  his  dufies,"  would  meet  the 
approval  of  the  association  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  therefore  pray  that  any  bill  that  may 
pass  your  honorable  body  be  so  amended  as  to  contain 
all  the  several  sections  of  the  bill  above  named. 
With  treat  respect,  ^c^ 

ALBfeRT  B.  REDSTONE. 
Deputy  Grand  Architect  Ecumenical  Order 

United  Meehaniee/or  the  United  Statee, 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  yield  one  minute  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  PMr.  Stevenson.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  to  be  read  a  letter  from  a  prominent 
laboring  man  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

OFrxoi  Iron-Molders'  International  Union, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  17, 1871. 

Hon.  Job  E.  Stevenson  : 

Tou  will  confer  a  favor  on  me  by  sending  me  a 
copy  of  and  debate  on  the  bill  of  Mr.  Hoar,  of 
Massachusetts,  looking  to  the  appointmentof  a  labor 
com  mission.  The  eyes  of  all  the  laboring  classes  are 
on  the  fate  of  that  bill. 

Yours,  respectfully,     

WILLIAM  SAFFIN. 
President  Iron-Moldere*  International  Union. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  letter  which 
has  just  been  read  is  a  fair  specimen  of  those 
which  from  all  par's  of  the  country,  from 
men  interested  in  everj  form  of  labor,  I  have 


received  daring  the  past  week.  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  &ict: 
members  who  may  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell] — of 
course  they  will  do  so  if  it  conforms  to  their 
judgment — must  do  it  with  the  full  knowledge 
that  it  is  an  attack  (and  is  known  and  read  as 
such)  upon  the  investigation  which  is  asked  by 
the  classes  whose  special  benefit  it  contem- 
plates. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  a  word? 

Mr.  HOAR.  For  a  question,  or  for  what 
purpose  does  the  gentleman  want  the  floor? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    For  a  question. 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  gentleman  has  already 
spoken  for  three  (quarters  of  an  hour,  and  he 
must  be  very  brief. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  will 
observe  that  I  did  not  decline  to  yield  to 
any  gentleman  on  his  side. 

Mr.  HOAR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  my  interruption  is  at 
all  disagreeable  to  him,  I  will  not  take  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  do  not  object  at  all  to  the 
gentleman's  interruption,  but  I  ask  him  to  be 
brief. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  be  brief.  I  have 
not  introduced  my  amendment  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  any  proper  investigation.  It 
was  simply  because  I  believed  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  and  the  Senate,  can  organize  a  fairer 
and  better  commission,  which  would  be  freer 
from  objection,  than  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  That  is  the  reason  for  my  amend- 
ment ;  and  I  should  like  to  have  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  explain  to  the  House  why 
it  is  he  believes  the  President  of  the  United 
States  can  organize  a  better  commission  than 
this  House  and  the  Senate,  through  their  Pre- 
siding Officers. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  two  things  are 
to  be  accomplished  by  this  investigation :  first, 
a  thorough  and  fair  ascertainment  of  the  fact; 
and  second,  the  satisfaction  of  the  country  with 
the  result  as  an  honest,  tiiorough,  and  fair 
aaeertainment  of  the  fact.  The  disc(9^ery  of 
the  fact  and  its  acceptance  as  the  fact  both 
are  to  be  ascertained ;  but  both  are  rendered 
impossible  by  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  It  is  not  possible  consistently 
with  the  onerous  duties  of  legislation  resting 
on  the  members  of  this  House  that  they  should 
make  this  investigation.  They  cannot  make 
it  consistently  with  i  he  duties  of  any  committee 
which  may  be  appointed. 

In  the  next  place,  the  members  of  this 
House  have  been  selected  by  their  constitu- 
ents as  the  representatives  of  the  various  polit- 
ical parties  in  the  districts  from  which  they 
come.  Those  men  who  are  not  contained  in 
the  ranks  of  either  of  the  great  political  parties 
of  the  country,  those  who  are  not  contained 
in  any  political  organization  which  has  rep- 
resentatives upon  this  floor — so  far  as  they  are 
concerned  the  proposition  of  the  eentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  means,  when  trans- 
lated, '^provided,  thatin  making  this  investiga- 
tion no  member  of  the  labor  party  however 
competent,  no  person  not  a  Democrat  or  Re 
publican}  however  competent,  shall  have  a  place 
on  that  com  mission."  That  is  none  the  less  the 
effect  of  the  amendment,  that  he  does  not 
propose  itwith  that  object  in  view.  Of  course 
I  accept  his  disclaimer  as  to  his  own  personal 
motives.  Therefore,  any  person  that  votes  for 
this  proposition,  as  well  as  for  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  amend  it  by 
substituting  a  bureau,  votes  to  make  it  a  par- 
tisan investigation.  It  cannot  be  otherwise. 
It  will  be  understood  as  belittling  the  prop- 
osition. 

Now,  sir,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  true,  may,  if  he  sees  fit,  nominate,,  and  the 
Senate  may  confirm,  three  gentlemen  of  the 
class  described  by  tne  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware [Mr.  BiGOS]  as  '*  broken- winded  Repub- 
lican  politicians."    If  he  does,  he  will  nave 


struck  and  be  known  to  have  atruck  a  blow 
at  the  laboring  interests  of  the  country.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  is  a  man  of 
courage  I  suppose  we  all  agree ;  but  there  ia 
one  thing  he  dare  not  do,  and  that  is  to  divert 
tbis  commission  which  is  proposed  by  this  bill 
to  any  partisan  or  personal  end.  He  is  to 
exercise  the  authority  conferred  on  him  in  tliic 
bill  under  the  eyes  of  an  aozious,  expectaat, 
aroused  sentiment  of  the  laboring  classes  of 
the  American  people.  They  say  that  they 
desire  light  in  regard  to  their  condition. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Does  the  gentlemaa 
think  the  President  will  appoint  any  Demo- 
crat on  that  commission?  Let  him  answer 
me  frankly. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  think  if  the  President  of 
the  United  States  can  find  a  Democrat  with 
the  interest,  with  the  capacity,  with  the  desire 
to  make  the  investigation  proposed,  and  I 
hope  and  believe  he  can,  I  think  by  tdl  means 
he  would  be  desirous  of  appointing  him. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Can  the  gentleman  point 
out  any  Democrat  whom  the  President  has 
ever  appointed  7 

Mr.  HOAR.  ^  I  do  not  think  I  should  be 
interrupted  with  that  kind  of  discussion. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a  word  or  two 
to  say  in  all  frankness  to  the  gentleman  firom 
Delaware,  [Mr.  Biggs.]  I  should  be  sorry  if 
the  question  I  pot  to  him.  was  construed  by 
him  m  any  respect  as  a  taunt.  If  it  was,  I  will 
withdraw  it.  And  I  desire  to  say  that  I  hope 
never  to  be  led  in  debate  in  this  House,  if^  I 
ever  have  been  in  the  past,  into  an  exchange 
of  crimination  and  recrimination  in  regard  to 
the  character  or  the  history  of  the  different 
States  of  this  Union.  If  in  any  American 
State  anywhere  there  be  an  abuse,  if  in  any 
American  State  labor,  humanity,  or  morahty 
be  disgraced,  it  is  the  common  disgrace  of 
every  American  citizen. 

Something  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  woricing  classes  of  Massachu- 
setts. Did  my  friend  from  Delaware  remem- 
ber, when  he  referred  to  that  matter,  that  the 
fact  which  he  stated,  so  far  as  it  is  a  fact,  was 
disclosed  to  public  gaze  by  an  investigation  of 
precisely  this  character,  ordered  by  the  Repub- 
lican Legislature  of  Massachusetts  itself?  It 
was  by  the  report  of  the  Massachusetts  bureau 
of  statistics  of  labor,  made  and  created  and 
sustained  in  office  year  after  year  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  that  the  abuses  under  which 
the  children  of  our  laboring  classes  suffered 
were  disclosed.  And,  sir,  I  could  not  find  a 
better  argument  If  a  single  girl  or  boy  of 
fifteen  years  of  age  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  Republic,  instead  of  bieing  in 
the  common  school,  or  in  the  bosom  of  the 
family,  works  in  a  factory  until  nature  fails, 
and  water  is  thrown  on  the  face,  the  expense 
and  cost  of  this  commission  will  not  be  thrown 
away  if  that  one  thing  alone  is  disclosed  and 
held  up  in  the  face  of  day  and  remedied.  We 
inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  laboring 
classes  in  Massachusetts.  We  found  that  the 
children  were  worked  in  the  fiictories,  and  we 
put  upon  our  statute-book  a  stringent  law, 
and  appointed  a  special  police  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  which  should  bring  every  fisctory 
owner,  or  factory  agent  to  the  bar  of  the  courts 
as  a  felon  who  employed  children  over  certain 
hours,  or  without  living  them  an  opportunity 
to  attend  the  schools. 

Now  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Bioos]  if  that  is  not  the  best  way,  if  the 
establishment  of  common  schools,  if  the  com- 
pelling every  child,  poor  or  rich,  to  attend 
them;  if  the  establishment  of  a  burean  to 
acquire  information  about  the  condition  of  the 
poor,  and  acting  upon  that  information,  is  not 
a  better  way  than  it  is  not  to  have  any  common- 
school  system,  and  then  when  the  ignorant 
man  or  the  ignorant  ffirl  falls  into  crime  put 
him  or  her  upon  the  pulory,  or  upon  the  whip- 
ping post;  I  ask  the  gentleman  which  is  the 
nest  wav  7 

Mr.  BIGGS.    I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
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Seu.  2.  Thiiainendmnitiball  not  tiksaffaat  until 
oiler  the  4ih  March.  IBT3. 

Mr.  SUMNEH.  I  ibkll  aat  uk  to-dar  far 
the  aecond  reading  of  th«  reaolution.  I  coq- 
teot  mjself  with  asking  Lbftt  it  be  printed.  The 
Senate  oill  obserre  tbatif  adopted  it  m  not  to 
go  into  operation  until  after  the  4tb  at  March, 
1873.  So  it  ia  certmni;  redeemed  from  an; 
pOMible  qoestion  ariiing  from  tbe  partial i ties 
of  anjr  flenalor  for  any  candidate. 

The  PHB8IDENT  pro  Itntpore.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Maaiachuaette  aeki  that  the  joint 
reRolution  be  printed  and  lie  on  tbe  table. 
That  order  will  be  entered. 

Mr.  TBUUMAN.  Doea  the  Senator  desire 
to  have  the  reaolotioB  refened  to  auy  com- 
mitteo? 


Mr.  SUHNER.  Not  at  prewnt.  It  ha* 
had  one  readiog  to-day. 

MAIL  COHTRACTS. 

Mr.  EBLLOGQ_.  t  oak  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  without  previous  notice,  and  T  crave  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  three  or  four 
flections  of  tbe  bill  are  read,  and  I  desire  also 
to  sa;  a  word  or  two  in  eiplanatio^g  of  the 
proviiions  of  the  bill.  The;  are  ver;  practi- 
cal, and  require  immediate  attention. 

B;  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  [3.  No.  425)  relating  to 
proposals  and  contracts  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mails,  aod  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice  b;  its  title. 

Mr.  KELLOGQ.  I  now  desire  to  have  the 
portion  of  tba  bill  that  I  have  marked  read 
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Mr.  KELLOQG.  I  stated  that  that  was  a 
practical  bill,  and  one  that  1  thought  required 
immediate  attention.  It  is  intended  to  cor- 
rect an  abuse  that  has  obtained  coniiderable 
magnitude,  eapeciall;  in  the  Son  th.  Ever;  one 
knows  that  the  war  swept  awa;  all  the  mail 
service  of  the  South.  The  reeslablishment  of 
that  aervice  has  been  a  work  at  once  difficult 
and  delicate.  But,  sir,  in  the  soathern  States, 
eipeciall;  in  the  southwestern  Slates,  embrac- 
ing the  State  that  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  perhaps,  to  agreater  extent  than  an; 
other  State  iu  the  South,  this  difficult;  has 
grown  to  be  so  formidable,  tbe  business  is  in 
tbe  bands  of  parties  who  are  so  adroit,  who 
have  formed  a  coabination  so  effective,  aa 
practically  to  set  at  defiance  all  tbe  reqnire- 
mentji  and  Safeguards  of  the  law,  to  defy  tbe 
Post  Office  Department,  and  virtually  compel 
the  Postmaster  General  to  give  the  mail  ser- 
vice of  those  States  to  contractors  who  appl; 
for  it,  not  as  contractors  for  a  term  of  years 
under  the  old  law  of  1BS6,  but  for  a  few 
months,  temporary  servioe,  at  on  exorbitant 

This  oon  be  obviated  io  no  other  way  than 
by  some  such  law  as  this,  stringent  as  I  admit 
it  to  be  in  its  provisions  and  ratber  exfraor- 
dioary  in  some  respeets.  It  is  intended  to 
obviate  this  difficulty,  and  cut  off  the  efforts 
of  these  two  classes  to  plunder  tbe  Treasury. 
One  is  tbe  contractor  who  really  intends  to 
carry  the  mail  if  he  can  get  tbe  award,  and  the 
other  is  the  intermediary  or  middleman,  the 
straw- bidder  as  he  is  sometimes  termed,  who 
puts  bis  bid  upou  file,  makes  his  application 
determined  to  procure  tbe  award  simply  be- 


tbe  contractor  to  buy  him  out. .  Tbia  bill  pro- 
poses to  remove  that  difficulty. 

I  hope  my  friend  from  HiDDeiets,  tha  chair' 
man  of  tbe  Poet  Offica  Commiitae,  [Mr.  Bam- 
3KY,]  will  see  that  this  measore  ii  preaaed 
to  a  speedy  consammatiou,  for  it  i«  very  im- 
portant to  us  at  the  South.  Let  me  illaatnM 
the  state  of  things  it  seeks  to  reach.  Some- 
what over  a  year  ago,  as  is  provided  uudertlia 
old  law  and  as  has  been  the  practice  for  over 
thirty  years,  under  the  act  of  1S36,  the  Port 
master  General  advertised  for  mail  service,  at 
considerable^zpense  to  tbe  GovernmenL  The 
bids  were  opened  in  May  and  June  lost.  On 
the  lEt.of  July  the  awards  were  made,  and  th« 
result  was  that  uine  tenths  of  tbe  bidders  who 
received  contracts,  when  they  were  reijuired  to 
do  the  aervice,  were  in  default.  Then  the  Post 
master  General  was  compelled  to  readvertise, 
and  let  out  this  mail  service  to  temporaryoon- 
tractora  at  an  exorbitant  price.  He  appealed 
to  tbe  Ailorner  Goueral,  aod  the  Attorney 
General  decidea  that  under  the  law  of  ISdC  as  it 
existsontbe  statute-book,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral had  00  discretion  in  the  premises,  but 
was  absolutely  compelled  and  restricted  to 
accept  the  lowest  bidder  or  resort  to  tempo- 
rary servioe.  The  lowest  bidder  having  beea 
in  default,  he  was  compelled  thus  to  resort  to 
temporary  service.  He  advertised  again,  aa 
that  was  his  only  resource.  On  the  Ist  of 
November,  or  thereabout,  the  bids  were  again 
opened,  when  it  was  found  there  were  one 
hundred  and  ninety  defaults,  and  only  two 
of  those  awarded  contracts  were  bonajidt  bid- 
ders, the  rest  were  straw- bidders.  He  adver- 
tised under  the  law  of  Congress  pasoed  in 
March,  which  provided  what  waa  supposed  (o  be 
a  salutary  and  sufficient  safeEuard,  that  a  cer- 
tified check  of  five  peroeut.  of  the  amount  pro- 
posed as  coiDpeusatioa  for  carrying  the  mail, 
where  the  amount  was  over  $6,000,  should  be 
deposited  with  the  bid  as  evidsnca  of  the  good 
faith  of  tbe  bidder;  but  the  fact  was  shown 
to  be  that,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  all  who 
made  propositions  as  straw-bidders  put  in 
their  bids  at  a  less  amount  than  $6,000,  thus 
avoiding  that  provision  of  the  law. 

This  temporary  aervice  expires  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  within  a  few  days.  Then  the 
Postmaster  (general  must  adverliae  again. 
There  ia  no  way  of  obviating  this  diffioalty  ex- 
cept by  the  passage  of  a  bill  with  strinsent 
requirements,  like  tbia  or  something  aimimr  ; 
first,  make  it  a  misdemeanor  for  any  n 


ail  SI 


good  faith  makes  that  pru- 

Ensal,  and  unless  when  the  award  ia  made  to 
im  he  carries  it  out  in  good  faith  ;  and  sec- 
ond, give  tbe  PoBtm aster  General  the  right,  in 
the  event  of  a  bid  bein^  manifestly  fraudulent 
and  fictitious,  to  reject  it  and  award  the  service 
to  any  man  who  will  carry  the  mail  efficiently 
and  effectively  aod  perform  the  service  as  it 
ooght  to  be  performed,  at  tbe  lowest  possible 
price,  whether  be  be  a  bidder  or  noL  And 
more  than  that,  the  Gve  per  cent,  that  ia  to 
accompany  the  bid  in  a  certified  check  of  tbe 
bidder,  which  the  present  law,  passed  in  March 
lost,  provides  shall  he  deposited  where  tha 
amount  of  the  hid  is  over  $6,000,  should  not  be 
five  per  cent,  on  amounts  over  $6,000,  but  five 
per  cent,  of  the  last  regular  contract  price  for 
which  the  service  has  Men  performeiL 

This  is  a  matter  of  a  goM  deal  of  import- 
ance. It  is  practical  and  demands  immediate 
action.  When  I  bear  on  all  sides  sunestions  lor 
"reform,"  and  for  "stopping  theHeaks  in  the 
Treasury,"  I  respectfully snbm it  this  bill  for  the 
consideration  of  tbe  Senate,  and  especially  for 
Ibe  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offioea  and  Post  Roads.  It  should  have  been 
acted  upon  before,  because  this  evil  could  have 
been  eradicated,  and  then  this  exorbitant  aud 
temporary  service  would  not  have  been  com- 
pelled to  be  continued  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral af^er  tbe  Istof  Jaanatr.  Thus  a  leak  of  . 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  iu  fivn  or  tXx 
Stfttes  alone  oouliLlukTe  b«ui  atoonod. 
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the  other  case,  reported  nnaoimonsly  by  the 
committee  so  far  as  Goldthwaite  is  concerned. 
I  ask  nothing  but  what  has  been  done  twenty 
times  in  this  body — allow  a  Senator  to  take 
his  seat  on  his  prima  facie  case,  his  creden- 
tials. No  one  can  have  forgotten  the  great 
case  of  Potter  and  Robbins,  where  two  Sen- 
ators presented  credentials  at  the  very  same 
time,  and  the  Senate  decided  that  the  Senator 
whose  election  was  earliest  in  date  was  prima 
facie  entitled  to  his  seat,  and  seated  nim — 
Judge  Robbins.  Then  there  was  the  Shields 
case,  and  there  are  a  dozen  other  cases  that  I 
might  refer  to.  In  fact,  as  I  stated  at  the  last 
ae.ssion  of  the  Senate,  there  is  not  one  case  to 
tiie  contrary.  I  do  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
depart  from  its  usage. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  at  the 
time  that  resolution  was  reported,  and,  accord- 
ing to  my  recollection,  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  was  decidedly  and 
distinctly  opposed  to  that  resolution. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Only  so  far  as  Blodgett 
was  concefned. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Precisely.  The  Senator 
was  for  admitting  one  and  rejecting  the  other, 
and  I  could  not  see  why  the  rule  should  apply 
to  the  one  and  not  to  the  other. 

Mr.  THCJRMAN.    I  did. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Now  the  case  to  which  the 
Senator  did  object  having  been  determined, 
the  Senator  is  willing  that  the  other  should 
come  in.  I  favored  that  resolution  as  putting 
tbom  both  upon  the  same  ground.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  did  not  do  so.  He  thought,  I 
suppose,  and  in  his  own  mind  drew  a  distinc- 
tion enough  in  the  two  cases  to  make  a  differ- 
<*uce.  I  could  not  see  any.  I  thought  the 
objections  to  be  urged  against  the  admission 
of  Blodgett  to  a  seat  on  this  6oor  were  equally 
to  be  urged  against  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 
1  could  not  see  any  difference  then,  and  I  do 
not  see  any  now. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  this  resolution 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
^  leges  and  Elections,  and  unless  that  is  done  I 
1  shall  object  to  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  matter  should  be  considered  and  reported 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session  after  the  holi- 
days, because  I  think  it  ou^ht  to  be. 

My  objection  to  the  admission  of  Mr.  Gold- 
thwaite was  not  stated  by  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana. The  allegation  of  the  members  elected 
to  the  Legislature  was,  that  by  organized  force 
and  violence,  extending  over  large  regions  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  the  local  authority  was 
subverted,  and  that  no  elections  were  held  in 
certain  counties.  That  is  a  very  different  case 
from  an  ordinary  election  fraud.  That  is  a  case 
which  ought  to  have  been  determined  by  testi- 
mony taken  before  the  committee  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Scott] 
is  chairman.  If  my  colleague  thinks  it  will 
promote  the  examination  of  this  matter  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  committee,  to  act  upon  it  during 
the  recess,  I  have  no  objection  to  that  dispo- 
sition of  it :  but  otherwise  I  shall  object  to  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  repeat  I  do  not  ask  to 
stop  any  investigation  on  this  subject.  My 
resolution,  in  fact,  instructs  the  committee  to 
go  on  and  make  the  investigation ;  but  the 
question  is,  are  vou  going  to  keep  this  Sen- 
ator, who  has  the  proper  credentials  and  a 
jprima  facie  case,  out  of  his  seat  for  years,  as 
It  would  require  perhaps  years  to  make  the 
investi^tion  suggested  by  my  colleague  7  Are 
you  gomg  to  deprive  the  State  of  Alabama  of 
half  of  her  representation  for  six  or  eight 
months,  until  you  can  take  all  the  testimony 
about  a  general  election  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, or  are  yon  going  to  follow  the  prece- 
dent set  for  fortv  years  in  this  body,  and  admit 
the  Senator  on  bis  credentials,  prima  facie,  to 
his  seat?    That  is  the  whole  question. 

If  I  had  time  I  could  answer  the  suggestion 

made  by  my  friend  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Ham- 

.LiK;]  but  I  have  not  time  to  do  it.     I  hope 

(hat  this  resolution  will   be  taken   up  and 


passed.  It  is  a  question  of  privilege,  and  I 
think  it  is  fairly  entitled  to  be  considered.  I 
hope  my  colleague  wil]  not  insist  on  keeping 
a  man  out  of  his  seat,  and  depriving  a  State  o7 
one  half  of  its  representation  here,  to  go  into 
an  investigation  that  may  take  months.  Let  the 
committee  go  on  with  the  investigation.  I  do 
not  think  the  people  who  are  contesting;  this 
matter  are  very  much  in  earnest  about  it,  iof 
they  have  never  laid  one  particle  of  testimony 
before  that  committee,  though  they  have  had 
months  in  which  to  do  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  say  to  my  colleague 
that  the  testimony  has  been  taken  already  by 
the  committee  of  which  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Scott]  is  chairman;  but 
I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  whole  matter 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions and  let  them  decide  it. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  temp<n-e.  The  hour 
of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  Chair  to  call  up  the  special  order, 
which  is  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  amnesty  bill. 

NEW  YORK  POST  OFFICE  DEFALCATION. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
favor  of  my  colleague  to  allow  me  to  present 
a  resolution  which  will  not  occupy  a  moment. 
I  tried  to  do  it  during  the  morning  hour,  but 
the  whole  hour  has  oeen  taken  up  by  other 
matters 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  it  does  not  create 
any  discussion,  I  will  not  object. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  res- 
olution will  be  read  for  information. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Renolved^  That  tho  Postmaster  General  bo  directed 
to  inform  the  Senate  what  persons  wore  sureties  on 
the  official  bond  of  Mr.  Norton,  the  late  defaulting 
money-order  clerk  in  the  New  York  city  post  office, 
if  he  hod  given  such  bond,  and  if  otherwise  who 
were  sureties  on  tho  official  bond  of  such  other  offi- 
cer as  may  have  been  responsible  for  theofficial  coo- 
duct  of  said  Norton ;  the  amount  to  which  such 
sureties  were  severally  bound,  whether  the  amount 
of  the  defalcation  of  said  Norton  has  been  repaid 
into  the  Treasury,  and  if  otherwise,  what  steps,  if 
any,  have  been  taken  to  secure  such  repayment  by 
suit}  against  such  sureties,  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUE  IIOUSR. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
374)  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mission on  the  subject  of  the  wages  and  hours  of 
labor  and  the  division  of  profits  between  labor 
and  capital  in  the  United  States ;  in  which  the. 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  was  requested. 

POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Now  I  should  like  to  have 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  dis- 
pose of  the  two  post  route  bills  which  I  reported 
this  morning.  They  need  not  be  read.  They 
contain  merely  a  recital  of  the  post  routes  to 
be  created. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    They  ought  to  be  read. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  They  are  House  bills,  and 
there  is  a  great  anxiety  that  they  should  pass 
before  the  spring  letting,  and  unless  they  are 
passed  now  they  will  lose  that  advantage. 
They  include  roads  on  which  service  is  much 
desired,  and  tho  bills  should  be  acted  upon  at 
once. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota  asks  the  unanimous  con* 
sent  of  the  Senate  to  consider  at  this  time  two 
bills  reported  by  him  this  morning  for  the 
establisliment  of  post  roads. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  shall  not  object  if 
they  do  not  give  rise  to  any  debate. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  777)  to  establish  post 
roads. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time^  and  passed. 


Mr.  RAMSEY.  Now  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  np  the  other  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  774)  to  eaUblish 
post  roads. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
Uie  third  time,  and  passed. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPKRS. 

Mr.  STEWART.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  I  ask  to 
have  an  order  made  for  the  withdrawal  of 
certain  papers.  At  a  former  Congress  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Hiram  C.  Liilie,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  an  act  confirming  to 
him  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  California,  were 
presented  here  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims.  Among  those  papers 
were  certain  maps  and  other  documents.  The 
committee  reported  back  the  case,  and  recom- 
mended its  indefinite  postponement.  I  do  not 
see  any  impropriety  in  allowing  the  papers  to 
be  withdrawn,  although  I  am  not  sufficiently 
advised  as  to  whether  they  can  be  withdrawn 
afler  that  kind  of  a  report  has  been  made.  I 
should  judge,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
papers,  that  thej  would  be  valuable  to  him  in 
the  matter  of  his  title. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  is  com- 
petent for  the  Senate  to  give  leave  for  the 
withdrawal  of  papers. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  copies  ought  to 
be  taken  if  they  are  valuable  papers.  1  have 
no  objection  to  their  being  withdrawn  if  copies 
are  retained 

Mr.  STEWART.  Very  well;  let  that  be 
done. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  If  there 
be  no  objection,  that  order  will  be  made. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  let  us  have  the  r^- 
ular  order,  or  else  the  whole  day  will  be  taken 
up  with  other  business.  We  shall  have  no 
time  to  consider  the  important  subject  of  am- 
nesty if  we  do  not  go  on  with  it. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  desire  to  present  a  bill 
for  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  consents,  I 
believe. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  can  readily  believe 
that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
be  willing  to  consent  to  yield  down  to  four 
o'clock,  because  that  attains  his  object ;  but 
inasmuch  as  some  of  the  rest  of  us  may  wish 
to  proceed  with  the  business  in  hand,  I  hope 
we  shall  do  so.  * 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  reg- 
ular order  being  called  for,  it  is  now  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  rises  to  a  personal  explan- 
ation. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  send  to  the  SecretAry's 
desk  a  copy  of  this  morning's  Chronicle,  and 
I  ask  to  have  read  the  paragraph  which  I  hare 
marked. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"  War  Declared  againtft  Senator  Clayton,— SerenX 
prominent  gentlemen  from  Arkansas  are  now  here 
for  the  purpose  of  having  Senator  Claytok  expelled 
from  the  United  States  Senate.  They  have  filed  with 
the  Jadicianr  Committee  affidavits  of  the  seorotaiy 
of  State  of  Arkansas  and  others,  charging  Senator 
Clatton  with  falsification  of  record  m  oerti^ng 
that  John  Edwards  was  elected  Representative  in 
Congress,  when,  according  to  record  oiade  at  the  time 
the  certificate  was  given,  Boles,  his  competitor,  had 
been  elected  by  twenty-one  hundred  maiority.  The 
Judioiary  Committee  has  had  two  meetings  on  the 
case,  and  will  resume  consideration  of  it  immediately 
after  the  holiday  recess.  Several  Senators  are  of 
opinion  that  if  this  and  other  charges  brought  against 
Senator  Clayton  prove  to  be  true,  he  must  be  ex- 
pelled. He  professes  to  be  undisturbed  about  the 
matter,  and  says  he  will  come  out  all  right  in  the  end." 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  is  not  my  intention  at 
this  time  to  go  into  the  question  whether  war 
has  been  declared  on  any  person ;  bat  as  it  is 
alleged  in  that  article  that  an  investigation  has 
been  going  on  for  two  days  before  the  Jadiciarjr 
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day;  as  if  n  commission  were  established  to 
inaaire  and  ascertain  whether  any  of  these  meu 
haoi  starved  prisoners  to  death  in  prison-pens 
daring  the  war;  jost  as  if  movements  were  set 
on  foot  to  ascertain  any  state  of  facts  in  order 
to  discriminate.  Is  that,  too,  within  this  special 
power  which  says  that  Congress  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  may  relieve  these  men,  and  which  is  argued 
now  to  mean  that  they  are  not  to  do  it  bylaw, 
bat  by  a  power  special  and  defined  like  a  reso- 
lution or  adjournment  or  a  proposition  of 
const! tational  amendment? 

Of  coarse,  if  that  is  the  meaning  of  this,  not 
only  should  provisions  now  in  this  bill  be 
eliminated,  not  only  should  it  be  confined  to 
the  simple  assertion  of  that  power,  to  a  simple 
'  vote  relieving  disabilities,  but  every  possible 
amendment,  every  safe^ard,  every  addition 
to  that,  whether  in  the  bill  or  not,  would  obvi- 
ously cross  the  line  and  appeal  to  general 
legislative  powers,  and  re(^aire  the  signature 
of  the  President,  and  therefore  be  out  of  order 
by  the  same  reason. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  Suppose  this 
amendment  is  voted  down,  and  the  simple 
proposition  as  it  came  from  the  committee  is 
passed,  and  in  that  form  is  passed  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress acting  upon  the  subject,  would  the 
President  have  any  powers  to  assert  the  prop- 
osition or  its  effect  by  his  veto  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever about  it  as  a  matter  of  law.  The  ques- 
tion as  a  matter  of  fact  would  bevery  likely  to 
answer  itself,  because  a  bill  which  requires  a 
two-thirds  rote  and  receives  it  has  already 
demonstrated  its  power  to  override  a  veto, 
just  as  a  three-firths  bill  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature usually  is  not  very  much  impeded  in 
fact  and  in  history  by  incurring  an  executive 
veto  ;  but  as  matter  of  law — and,  of  course. 
It  is  in  that  sense  the  Senator  puts  the  ques- 
tion— I  have  no  doubt  whatever  about  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  With  the  Sen- 
ator's permission  I  will  put  one  other  question. 
Suppose  that  the  proposition  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts  presented 
to  the  Senate  this  morning  should  be  submitted 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  should 

Eass  the  two  Houses  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  as 
e  wrote  it  down^  would  the  President's  veCo 
upon  that  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  have  any  effect  to  arrest  its 
force? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  honorable  friend 
will  allow  me  to  answer  his  question  by  another. 
Suppose  the  concurrent  resolution  to  pass  over 
the  holidays  in  vacation  had  been  carried  to 
the  President  and  he  had  refused  to  sign  it, 
does  my  honorable  friend  think  that  circum- 
stance would  have  defeated  the  resolution? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  If  the  honorable 
Senator  will  present  the  same  question  to  me 
that  I  did  to  him  I  will  give  him  a  categorical 
answer 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  see  that  the  honorable 
Senator  does  not  wish  to  commit  himself  upon 
a  somewhat  complicated  proposition  like  that ; 
and  therefore'I  will  not  press  my  question.  I 
was  about  to  say  to  him,  however,  in  all  re- 
spect, that  in  my  judgment  he  mieht  jost  as 
well  submit  to  me  the  proposition  which  I  have 
now  submitted  to  him  as  to  submit  the  propo- 
sition he  has  submitted.  Why?  He  picKs  out 
an  exceptional  case,  a  case  which  by  the  Con- 
stitution does  not  pertain  to  the  legislative 
powers  of  Conjzress.  He  selects  a  case  which 
the  Supreme  Court  and  every  other  depart-, 
ment  of  the  Government  have  said  does  not 
fall  within  those  provisions  applicable  to  the 
legislative  doings  of  Congress;  and  having 
selected  that  case,  the  Senator  puts  to  me  the 
question  whether  I  think  a  veto  of  the  Presi- 
dent would  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  I 
answer  him  '*no,''  and  I  make  that  answer  for 
reasons  no  greater  and  no  plainer  in  my  ap- 


prehension than  those  which  pertain  to  a  res- 
olution of  adjournment,  to  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty,  or  to  the  confirmation  of  an  executive 
appointment,  for  I  think  the  Senator  might  as 
well  ask  me  whether  if  we  should  ratify  a  treaty 
here  or  confirm  an  appointment  and  the  Pres- 
ident should \eto  it,  toat  veto  would  defeat  it. 
I  should  answer  him  **no''  all  the  time  for  the 
same  reason,  that  it  is  not  legislative.  But 
when  the  Senator  shall  put  to  me  any  case  of 
an  act  of  Congress  legislative  in  character, 
then  I  will  answer  him  as  I  answer  him  now, 
that  manifestly  in  my  opinion  the  veto  power 
is  applicable  to  that  as  much  as  to  any  other 
legislative  instance  which  his  ingenuity  could 
suggest. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  If  the  honorable 
'  Senator  will  allow  me,  I  will  put  an  inquiry  to 
him. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  give  way.  I  am  glad 
to  be  interrupted. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  My  position  is 
that  in  this  matter  Congress  is  proceeding  under 
a  particular  specified  power  not  in  the  line  of 
its  ordinary  legislation,  trenching  in  truth  upon 
the  executive  power  of  pardon,  or  tending  in 
that  direction,  at  any  rate.  My  position  fur- 
thermore is  that  Congress,  in  acting  upon  that 
subject,  must  restrict  itself  to  the  subject  which 
the  section  in  the  constitutional  amendment 
has  confided  to  its  jurisdiction.  I  will  illus- 
trate it  in  this  way:  suppose  that  to  carrv  into 
effect  this  section  of  the  fourteenth  amendment 
the  two  propositions  had  been  combined,  the 
proposition  of  the  original  bill  and  the  propo- 
sition of  the  amendment,  that  would  have 
been  an  inconeruity ;  they  could  not  have  been 
combined  at  all,  in  my  judgment.  Therefore, 
when  Congress  takes  up  the  subject  the  ori- 
ginal proposition  of  Congress  must  be  restricted 
to  the  subject-matter  over  which  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution  gives  it  a  special  jurisdiction, 
and  you  cannot  extend  this  power  or  this  limit 
of  action  of  the  Constitution  to  a  subsequent 
amendment.  You  cannot  make  a  proposition 
to  amend  larger  and  more  expansive  in  its 
operation  than  you  could  make  it  as  an  ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator's point.  He  has  stated  it  very  clearly 
now,  but  no  more  clearly  than  he  stated  it 
before.  Everybody  who  has  attended  to  the 
debate  must  understand  him.  Now  I  beg  his 
attention  while  I  answer  him.  If  he  says  that 
this  power  which  is  now  about  to  be  exercised 
is  derived  from  a  particular  provision  of  the 
Constitution  in  the  same  sense  in  which  every 
other  power  that  we  exert  is  derived  from  the 
Constitution,  I  agree  with  him.  If  he  says 
anything  more  or  less  than  that,  I  differ  with 
him.  I  deny  utterly  that  there  is  anything  in 
these  words  which  makes  it  even  plausible  to 
argue  as  the  Senator  does.  These  are  the 
words : 

*'  Bat  Congress  may.  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
each  House,  remove  each  disability." 

Will  the  honorable  Senator  say  that  these 
words  are  greater  or  less  than  they  would  be 
i f  thev  had  been  these :  '  *  But  a  two- thirds  vote 
shall  be  necessary  to  remove  said  disabilities?'' 
Would  it  not  be  the  same  thing  bv  the^  mere 
transposition  of  the  phrase?  What  is  the 
essence  of  it?  What  is  the  reason  of  it  ?  What 
is  the  spirit  of  it?  What  is  the  letter  of  it? 
Simply  to  fix  a  higher  standard,  simply  to 
require  a  larger  measure  of  legislative  assent. 
Is  there  anything  more  about  it?  We  are  told 
there  is.  Why  ?  Because,  in  the  first  place,  it 
is  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentuckv.  The  larger  meas- 
ure of  legislative  assent  is  final  and  conclusive. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  what  we  are 
arguinff,  and  this  is  argument  and  not  asser- 
tion ;  this  is  a  forum  of  reason.  I  have  heard 
the  honorable  Senator  say  several  times  what 
he  has  just  said.  I  differ  with  him,  and  his 
opinion  on  that  subject  is  of  exactly  as  much 
value  as  the  reasons  he  assigns  for  it,  and  no 
more.    That  is  the  whole  value  of  any  man's 


opinion,  however  learned  he  may  be.  Now,  I 
say  the  reasons  of  the  honorable  Senator  fall 
short  entirely  of  sustaining  his  position,  and 
if  he  will  give  me  his  attention  I  think  that 
even  I  may  convince  him  that  he  is  wrong. 

'*  Bat  Congress  may,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
each  House,  remove  such  disability." 

We  are  told  that  these  words  are  in  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution.  Are  they  different 
in  effect  for  that  reason?  Are  they  double- 
tongued? 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Nobody  pretends  that, 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  says  nobody  pretends  that.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  his  last 
interruption,  suggested  that  these  words  were 
in  an  amendment  separate  by  themselves ;  and 
if  that  circumstance  is  of  any  value  here  at  all, 
it  must  be  because  in  some  way  it  distinguishes 
their  meaning  or  the  rule  of  interpretation. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.     No. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Very  well,  then,  I  assume 
by  the  apparent  acquiescence  of  both  Senators 
that  these  words  are  to  be  read  as  if  they  stood 
in  the  original  text  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  The  honorable 
Senator 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  yield  altogether  to 
my  honorable  friend.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
for  me  to  follow  any  argument  if  he  occupies 
the  floor  so  much. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  The  honorable 
Senator  misconceives  me  entirely.  My  last 
remark  upon  amendment  was  not  upon  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  but  the  amend- 
ment to  this  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  I  was 
about  to  say — and  I  should  have  concluded 
some  time  ago  if  I  had  been  permitted  to 
allude  to  the  particular  thing  to  wnich  I  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate — I  was 
about  to  say  that  these  words,  meaning,  I  shall 
assume,  what  they  would  had  they  stood  in 
the  original  text,  are,  I  humbly  submit,  not 
so  wide  open  to  the  construction  now  con- 
tended for  as  other  similar  words  in  the  Coh- 
stitution  upon  which  I  can  lay  my  hand ;  as, 
for  example : 

"  The  Conrress  shall  have  power"  •  •  •  • 
**to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

*' The  Congress  shall  have  power "  •  •  •  • 
**to  declarewar.grantletters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
and  make  rules  concemins  captures  on  land  and 
water." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  put  in  the  original  text 
the  words  here  in  question  and  the  words  which 
I  have  now  read,  and  will  any  lawyer  argue 
that  there  is  anything  in  this  more  recent 
phrase,  namely,  *'  Congress  may,  by  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  of  each  House,  remove  such  dis* 
ability,''  to  imply,  as  the  other  words  do  not, 
that  the  act  is  to  be  legislative  and  accom- 
plished by  law?  Not  at  all,  I  submit  So 
there  are  many  other  words  and  phrases  to 
which  I  might  refer.  Therefore  I  deny  entirely 
that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  we  derive  this  power  from  a  special 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  is  true  in  any 
sense  except  that  which  applies  to  every  power 
that  we  exert.  The  Constitution,  as  has  been 
said  so  often  that  an  apology  is  due  for  re- 
peating it,  is  an  instrument  of  enumerated 
powers,  of  special  powers,  and  there  is  no  act 
of  Congress  which  we  do  not  adopt  by  reason 
of  some  general  or  special  provision  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Under  the  interpretation  eiven  by  the  Sen* 
ator  from  Kentucky,  I  ask  his  attention  (be- 
cause I  do  not  mean  to  prolong  this  argument) 
to  the  second  section  of  this  bill,  and  I  ask 
him  what  would  become  of  the  second  section 
if  his  argument  were  applied  to  it : 

Skc.  2.  That  before  any  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  this  act  he  shall,  within  the  district 
where  he  resides,  before  a  clerk  of  some  court  of  the 
United  States,  or  a  United  States  commissioner, 
take  and  sabsoribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  bear 
true  faith  and  alletianoe  to  the  tame|  which  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  forwarded  by  said  officer  to  the 
Seoretary  of  SUte  of  the  United  Sutes,  who  shaU 
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here  is  the  highest  proof  that  it  is  taken  out 
of  the  course  of  ordinary  legislation — the  fact 
that  the  signature  and  approval  of  the  Pres- 
ident is  not  re(|uired.  There  is  the  very  high- 
est proof  that  it  is  taken  out  of  the  course  of 
ordinary  legislation.  A  two-thirds  majority  is 
required  in  the  first  place,  and  the  signature 
of  the  President  is  not  required.  That  takes 
it  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation. 
Now,  although  the  language  is  not  exactly  the 
same,  yet  it  is  so  nearly  the  same  that  there 
is  not  a  shadow  of  difference  in  the  meaning 
between  the  language  in  the  section  of  the 
Constitution  providing  for  amendments  and  the 
fourteenth  article  of  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  removal  of  these  disabilities. 
They  are  entirely  equivalent  phrasest  and  an 
equivalent  vote  is  required  in  each  case — two 
thirds — so  that  there  is  precisely  the  same 
reason  for  holding  that  the  assent  of  the  Presi- 
dent is  not  necessary  to  a  bill  removing  disabil- 
ities that  there  is  to  the  argument  that  it  is  not 
necessary  in  respect  to  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Does  the  Senatorsay  that 
if  this  bill  passes  it  does  not  go  to  the  Presi- 
dent? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  say  it  need  not ;  but  I 
do  not  want  to  take  up  time  with  that 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  must  go  to  the  Pres- 
ident ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  say  it  need  not,  and  I 
say  he  has  no  power  over  it  to  veto  it.  But 
I  do  not  care  how  that  matter  is ;  as  I  said 
before,  that  does  not  determine  this  question.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  very  same  reason 
wLich  has  settled  the  question  that  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution  does  not  go  to 
the  President  settles  the  question  that  this  bill 
does  not ;  but  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  time 
with  that  point. 

I  come  back  to  my  proposition ;  and  I  must 
restate  it,  because  these  interruptions  have 
diverted  the  attention  of  Senators.  If  there 
were  a  rule  of  the  Senate  requiring  that  amend- 
ments should  be  germane  to  the  bill  to  which 
they  were  offered  it  would  Be  admkted  at  once 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  not  in  order.  Now,  my  argu- 
ment is,  that  the  Constitution  makes  the  rule 
that  the  amendment  must  be  germane  to  the 
bill  in  the  two  cases :  first,  in  the  case  of  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  secondly,  in  regard  to  a  dis- 
ability bill  under  the  fourteenth  amendment. 
I  do  not  controvert  any  principle  of  parlia- 
mentary law,  but  I  say  your  Constitution, 
which  is  the  highest  law,  requires,  by  any  fair 
interpretation  and  construction  of  it,  that  an 
amendment  to  this  bill  shall  be  germane  to  the 
bill ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  use  to  quote  par- 
liamentary law. 

Now,  Mr.  President^  let  me  put  a  question, 
and  see  if  that  is  not  the  sound  sense  of  the 
thing.  Suppose  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  were  adopted  and 
this  bill  should  pass  by  a  majority  vote  bnt  less 
than  two  thirds,  and  should  go  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  be  approved  by 
him,  would  it  bo  a  law?  And  if  so,  how  much 
of  it  would  be  a  law?  Manifestly,  the  disability 
part  of  it  would  not  be  a  law,  because  it  would 
not  have  received  two  thirds ;  but  who  shall 
say  that  the  rest  of  it,  that  which  required  only 
a  majority  vote,  would  not  be  a  law,  having 
received  a  majority  of  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress and  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ?  Does  not  this  show  how  com- 
pletely absurd  it  would  be  to  admit  an  amend- 
ment of  this  kind,  when  if  you  passed  it  and 
sent  it  to  the  President  the  amendment  might 
become  a  law  by  his  signature  while  the  corptts 
of  the  bill  upon  which  it  was  ingrafted  could 
not  be  a  law  because  it  had  not  received  a  two- 
thirds  vote  in  Congress? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me? 

Mr.  THURMAN.    I  would  prefer  to  go  on. 


Mr.  CONKLING.  I  ^m  really  asking  in- 
formation, and  I  wish  to  be  brief.  I  ask  now, 
aa  testing  this  question,  the  Senator*  s  attention 
to  this  provision  of  the  Constitution : 

*•  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  them,  shall,  without  the  consont  of 
the  Congress,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument, 
office,  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king, 
prince,  or  foreign  State." 

I  ask  the  Senator  whether  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution  does  not  demand  a  law,  an 
act  of  Congress,  and  if  it  does,  I  ask  him  to 
distinguish  between  that  case  and  this. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  going  to  answer 
what  is  the  law  presently.  You  cannot  pass  a 
resolution  to  adjourn  that  is  not  a  law. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  But  my  honorable  friend 
does  not  understand  my  question,  or  else  he 
does  not  choose  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  choose  to  answer  it ; 
but  I  prefer  to  take  my  own  time. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  question  is,  whether 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  implies  that 
Congress  by  a  law — and  thereby  I  mean  an  act 
that  is  signed  by  the  President — is  to  give  its 
consent;  because  I  have  right  here  in  the 
statutes,  I  will  say  to  the  Senator,  the  form  in 
which  that  always  has  been  done  by  act  of  Con- 
gress signed  by  the  President. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  is  determ- 
ined that  I  shall  not  answer  in  my  own  time. 
I  shall  answer  that  whole  question  when  I  come 
to  reply  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  I  have  got  it  down  orderly  on  my 
brief,  and  I  beg  my  friend  to  allow,  me  to  fol- 
low it. 

I  have  given  my  first  answer  in  regard  to  the 
parliamentary  law,  that  the  Constitution  makes 
the  parliamentary  law  here,  and  requires  with 
more  strength  than  any  mere  rule  of  the  Senate 
could  do  that  the  amendment  shall  be  germane 
to  the  bill.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  gain- 
say the  proposition  put  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  by  way  of  illustration,  namely,  could 
you  not  move  to  strike  out  all  of  this  bill  after 
the  words  *^Be  it  enacted,"  and  insert  a  bill 
upon  any  other  subject?  I  admit,  very  frankly, 
that  you  could.  Why  so?  Because  then  you 
strike  out  all  the  bill ;  and  if  you  strike  out 
all  the  bill  and  insert  another  bill  of  ordinary 
legislation,  there  is  no  trouble  about  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then,  may  I  ask  my  friend 
a  question  right  there? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  that  be  so.  on  the  theory 
of  my  friend  from  Ohio,  I  should  like  to  ask 
him  what  place  the  second  section  already  in 
this  bill,  that  he  is  so  anxious  to  pass,  has 
there? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  going  to  answer 
about  that  second  section.  I  have  that  on  my 
brief;  but  *' sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  must  all  be  to-day ; 
let  us  take  it  now. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  know  it  must  be  Xo- 
day,  because  we  begin  to  vote  at  four  o'clock. 
You  may  strike  out  the  whole  bill  after  the 
enacting  clause,  I  think,  and  insert  an  appro- 
priation bill,  if  yon  see  fit  to  do  so ;  but  you 
cannot  leave  it  a  disability  bill  and  put  on  to 
it  a  piece  of  ordinary  legislation.  You  shall 
not  mend  old  garments  with  new  cloth,  nor  put 
new  wine  into  old  bottles. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  done  every  day. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  shall  not  be  done. 
Sufficient,  then,  for  thaU     Now  I  come  to  the 

?ue8tion  put  by  my  friend  from  Vermont ;  and 
shall  answer  my  friend  from  New  York  in 
answering  that. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  asks  will  not 
this  bill  be  a  law  if  it  passes.  Certainly  it 
will  be  a  law  if  it  passes.  What  is  a  law?. 
We  all  know  who  can  remember  back  to  our 
student  da^s  how  much  we  were  puzzled  with 
the  definition  of  law  by  Blackstone,  who  lays 
it  down  that  municipal  law  is  a  rule  of  action 


prescribed  by  the  supreme  power  in  aStatef 
commanding  what  is  right  and  prohibiting 
what  is  wrong.  How  much  t^at  has  t>een 
criticised,  and  how  it  has  been  shown  that  it 
is  entirely  too  narrow  a  definition  of  law.  I 
say  with  regard  to  law  that  law  is  every  pre- 
scription which  the  supreme  power  of  a  State 
constitutionally  makes  whatever  it  is.  • 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  claim  that  a 
proposal  to  amend  the  Constitution  before  it 
IS  agreed  to  by  the  States,  is  a  law  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do,  and  I  am  going  to 
show  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Supreme  Court  «ay 
exactly  the  opposite. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No,  they  do  not  say  any 
such  thing.  They  say  it  is  not  ordinary  legis- 
lation, and  so  say  I;  but  I  going  to  come  to 
that  very  point,  and  I  may  as  well  come  to  it 
at  once. 

What  is  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  if  it  is  not  a  law? 
Let  us  see  what  the  Constitution  says : 

"Tho  Coneress.  whenever  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses  shal  1  deem  it  neoessftry,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  this  Con8titution"~ 

And  then  is  the  provision  that  the  States 
may  propose  amendments — 

"which,  in  either  case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when  rati- 
fied by  tho  Lefcislalures  of  three  fourths  of  the  aer- 
eral  States,"  &o. 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Vernaont, 
if  a  proposition  to  amend  the  ConsttinUon  is 
not  a  law,  what  right  has  any  State  Legisla- 
ture to  vote  upon  it  at  all?  What  is  it  bat  a 
law  that  submits  it  to  the  State  Legislatare  to 
vote  for  or  against  that  amendment?  It  is  « 
law. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  yoa  want  me  to 
answer  that? 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Not  now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  said  you  submitted 
it  to  me,  and  I  thought  you  wished  an  answer. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Every  rule,  every  order 
we  make  constitutionally,  is  a  law.  If  this 
Senate  adjourns,  it  is  a  law,  and  every  court 
would  be  bound  to  notice  that  the  Senate  had  . 
adjourned.  If  you  pass  a  resolution  to  pa>-^ 
your  pages,  although  it  is  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  alone,  it  is  a  law,  and  they  could  have 
a  mandamus  to  enforce  their  payment  if  the 
disbursing  officer  refused  to  pay. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  When  the  Senate  meets, 
is  that  a  law  too  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  When  the  Senate  meets, 
it  is  a  law.  The  Senator  does  not  ask  me  each 
a  question  as  that  in  earnest.  Every  order  we 
make  is  a  law  ;  but  it  is  not  ordinary  legisla- 
tion. I  wish  some  one  to  point  out  the  dis- 
tinction between  what  is  law  and  what  is  not 
law.  Law  is  a  thing  which  is  to  be  obeyed, 
is  it  not  ?  Law  is  a  rule  prescribed  by  the  su- 
preme power  in  the  State,  or  by  some  power 
in  the  State  tliat  has  the  authority  constitu- 
tionally to  prescribe  it,  and  which  the  citizen 
must  obey. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Must  a  proposal  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  that  is  submitted  to 
the  States,  be  obeyed  ?  Are  they  obliged  to 
ratify  it? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  does  not  alter  the 
case  at  all.  A  law,  I  say,  is  that  which  must 
be  obeyed ;  but  that  is  only  a  limited  defini- 
tion of  it.  A  law  is  that  which  also  enables  a 
thing  to  be  done  which  otherwise  could  not 
be  done.  No  State  Legislature  could  ratify 
a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
unless  Congress  had  proposed  it,  except 
where  it  had  been  proposed  by  a  convention 
according  to  the  other  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution. The  proposition  that  enables  a 
State  Legislature  to  act  upon  it  is  the  law  of 
its  authority.  It  would  have  no  authority 
unless  it  were  a  law.  So  that  it  proves  noth- 
ing to  say  that  this  is  a  law.  That  is  true  ; 
but  it  is  not  ordinary  legislation  ;  and  that  is 
all  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
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placed  under  the  same  words,  '^the  Congress 

sball  have  power;''  and  yet  nobody  supposes 

that  from  that  provision   Congress  can  act 

without  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Then  again,  the  Senator  from  New  York  has 

called  attention  to  a  provision  entirely  similar 

in  character,  as  follows : 

**  No  persoa  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust 
under  thom" 

The  United  States— 

'*  shall  without  the  consent  of  Congroas,  accept  of 
any  present,  omolument.  office,  or  title  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  State." 

I  suppose  that  I  myself  have  drawn  and 
introduced  into  this  Chamber  somewhere  from 
twenty  to  forty  bills  under  this  very  provis- 
ion, which  have  been  passed,  and  afterward  ap- 
proved by  the  President.  Now,  if  in  the  pres- 
ent case  what  we  do  need  not  be  approved  by 
the  President,  as  is  argued,  then  in  this  other 
case  the  action  of  Congress  does  not  need  the 
approval  of  the  President.  But  notoriously 
all  such  legislation  has  had  the  approval  of  the 
President. 

But  we  may  go  further.     Here  is  another 

provision : 

**No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  and  exports 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  execut- 
ing its  inspection  laws." 

But  will  anybody  argue  that  the  action  of 
Congress  on  that  subject  must  not  have  the 
approval  of  the  President? 

Then,  again,  there  is  this  provision : 

'*No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  com- 
pact with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or 
engage  in  war  unless  actually  invaded  or  in  such 
imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

Here  we  have  the  same  operative  words, 
^'No  Stato  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress*," and  yet  nobody  will  argue  that  the 
action  of  Congress  under  that  provision  must 
not  be  approved  by  the  President. 

I  sa^,  therefore,  according  to  all  the  prece- 
dents, according  to  all  the  light  to  be  derived 
from  various  texts  of  the  Constitution,  the 
pending  measure  is,  to  all  intents,  an  act  to  be 
approved  bv  the  President.  The  fact  that  there 
must  be  a  few  more  votes  than  a  majority  does 
not  change  its  essential  character.  The  Con- 
stitution determines  the  number  of  votes  re- 
quired, bat  it  does  not  go  farther ;  it  does  not 
take  it  out  of  the  category  of  acts.  The  meas- 
ure remains  always  an  act  of  Congress  to  be 
passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

I  then  come  to  the  other  question,  whether 
the  amendment  is  germane.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  argued  this  with  a  great  deal  of  earnest- 
ness. Bat  why  is  it  not  germane?  Does  not 
ihe  act  before  us  in  its  body  propose  a  measure 
of  reconciliation  ?  It  is  clemency  and  amnesty 
which  it  proposes,  and  these,  in  my  judgment, 
constitute  a  measure  of  reconciliation.  And 
now  I  propose  to  add,  justice  to  the  colored 
race.  Is  not  that  germane  ?  Do  not  the  two 
go  together  ?  Are  they  not  naturally  associ- 
ated?   Sir,  can  they  be  separated? 

Instead  of  raising  a  question  of  order  on,  I 
think  the  friends  of  amnesty  would  be  much 
better  employed  if  they  devoted  their  strength 
to  secure  the  passage  of  my  amendment  Who 
that  is  truly  in  favor  of  amnesty  will  vote  against 
the  measure  of  reconciliation  which  I  propose? 
What  has  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Alcorn,]  whom  I  am  so  glad  to  welcome 
among  us,  and  to  whom  I  listened  so  carefully 
yesterday,  what  has  he  to  say  against  giving 
equal  rights  to  the  colored  race?  Will  he  con- 
fine his  energies  to  the  vindication  of  those 
who  have  been  in  rebellion?  I  hope  not. 
Surely,  the  excellent  Senator  would  be  much 
better  employed  if,  instead  of  striking  at  the 
measure  of  reconciliation  I  now  propose,  he 
gave  to  it  his  powerful  support. 

Sir,  most  anxioasly  do  I  seek  reconciliation } 
but  I  know  too  much  of  history,  I  know  too 
much  of  my  own*  country,  and  I  remember 
too  well  the  fires  over  which  we  have  walked 
in  these  latter  days,  not  to  know  that  reconcilia-- 


tion  is  impossible  except  on  the  recognition 
of  Equal  Rights.  Vain  is  the  effort  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi;  he  cannot  succeed; 
he  must  fail,  and  he  ought  to  fail.  It  is  not 
enough  to  be  generous  ;  he  must  learn  to  be 
just.  It  is  not  enough  to  stand  bv  those  who 
have  fought  against  us ;  he  must  also  stand  by 
those  who  for  generations  havi^  borne  the  ban 
of  slavery.  I  listened  with  sadness  to  what 
the  Senator  said ;  he  spoke  earnestly  and  sin- 
cerely ;  but  to  my  mind  it  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  coming  into  this  Chamber  the  repre- 
sentative of  colored  men,  he  should  turn  against 
them.  I  know  that  he  will  say,  ^*Pass  the 
amnesty  bill  first  and  then  take  care  of  the 
other."  I  say  better  pass  the  two  together, 
or  if  any  one  is  to  be  lost,  let  it  be  the  first. 
Justice  in  this  world  is  foremost.  How  often 
musti  say,  ^' Be  just  before  yon  are  generous?" 
The  Senator  is  generous  before  he  is  just.  I 
am  sorry;  I  wish  it  were  otherwise.  How 
much  better  to  be  at  once  generous  and  just. 

The  Senator  thinks  that  the  cause  of  the 
colored  race  is  hazarded  because  my  amend- 
ment is  moved  on  the  act  for  amnesty.  In  my 
judgment,  it  is  advanced.  He  says  that  the 
act  of  amnesty  can  pass  only  by  a  two-thirds 
vote.  Well,  sir,  I  insist  that  every  one  of 
that  two  thirds  should  record  his  name  for  my 
measure  of  reconciliation.  If  he  does  not, 
he  is  inconsistent  with  himself.  How,  sir, 
will  an  act  of  amnesty  be  received  when 
accompanied  with  denial  of  justice  to  the  col- 
ored race?  With  what  countenance  can  it  be 
presented  to  this  country?  How  will  it  look 
to  the  civilized  world?  Sad  pagel  There- 
cording  angel  will  have  tears,  but  not  enough 
to  blot  it  out. 

The  Senator  thinks  this  is  not  the  time  for 
this  measure  of  justice.  Allow  me  to  say  that 
a  measure  of  justice  is  always  in  season.  Never 
is  there  any  moment  when  it  is  out  of  season : 
and  until  this  measure  is  accomplished,  it  will 
always  be  in  season  on  any  bill,  especially  on 
one  seeking  reconciliation  in  tnat  distracted 
part  of  our  countiy.  The  Senator  must  be 
familiar  with  previous  kindred  measures  in 
this  Chamber.  He  must  know  how  in  other 
days  they  have  been  contested ;  how  the  argu- 
ments that  he  now  urges  have  been  presented 
by  others,  when  we  pressed  those  great  re- 
forms which  have  at  last  prevailed.  Why, 
sir,  the  Senator  repeated  an  argument  which 
I  once  heard  in  this  Chamber  against  a  prop- 
osition brought  forward  by  myself  to  open  the 
courts  for  colored  witnesses.  I  am  disposed 
to  think  the  Senator  had  read  one  or  two  of 
the  speeches  on  that  occasion.  I  was  then 
told  not  to  press  the  motion.  I  insisted  that 
every  colored  person  was  entitled  to  be  heard 
as  a  witness ;  and.  will  you  believe  it,  I  was 
resolutely  opposed  by  the  very  arguments  now 
wielded  so  ably  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi? 

Then  came  the  opening  of  the  horse-cars. 
There  are  Senators  about  me  who  remember 
that  debate  and  the  opposition.  I  was  asked 
not  to  endanger  a  ^ood  measure,  not  to  endan- 
ger a  bill  creating  important  facilities  for  loco- 
motion in  Washington.  Many  persons  came 
to  me  and  said,  '*Do  you  really  mean  to  kill 
that  railroad?"  "No,"  said  I,  **I  mean  to 
make  it  a  railroad  worth  having^"  that  is,  a 
railroad  administered  on  the  principle  of  ^ual 
rights  f  and  at  last,  after  considerable  em>rt, 
the  inhibition  making  it  impossible  to  exclude 
colored  persons  prevailed. 

Then  came  the  opening  of  the  polls.  Sen- 
ators remember  the  stages  of  that  discussion ; 
how  at  the  beginning  it  was  encountered;  how 
when  first  presented  there  were  very  few  in  its 
favor ;  and  I  remember  the  first  occasion  when 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
was  presented.  I  was  told  not  to  hazard  the 
penmng  bill.  That  is  a  commonplace;  we 
are  familiar  with  it,  I  would  say  to  my  friend ; 
and  I  was  verjr  sorry  that  he  was  willing  to 
revive  it  in  this  debate.  It  does  not  belong 
here;  it  is  oat.of  pUce.    In  the  first  place,  it  I 


does  not  hazard  the  bill ;  but,  if  it  did,  that  ig 
no  reason  why  my  amendment  should  not  be 
pressed.  Must  the  greater  be  sacrificed  to  the 
less? 

The  amendment  is  in  all  respects  germane ; 
it  is  harmonious;  it  helps  to  complete  the 
measure.  Without  the  amendment  uie  pend- 
ing bill  is  no  better  than  the  half  of  a  pair  of 
scissors.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  wishes 
Congress  to  bestow  upon  the  country  one  half 
of  a  useful  instrument.    I  wish  the  whole. 

What  I  say  now,  Mr.  President,  is  addressed 
specifically  to  the  question  whether  this  prop- 
osition is  germane.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
presses  that  objection  and  I  answer  it.  The 
amendment  is  as  germane  as  the  original  mefts- 
ure  itself.  If  you  rule  it  out  as  not  germaaei 
you  had  better  rule  out  the  whole  thing.  The 
two  go  together;  they  are  parts  of  one  whole; 
and  how  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  can  presa 
so  earnestly  for  one  half  when  he  nas  the  op- 
portunity of  getting  the  whole,  passes  my  com- 
prehension. He  is  willing  to  send  a  Christmas 
present  to  the  recent  rebels  and  will  send  no 
Christmas  present  to  the  colored  race.  Christ- 
mas present  1  Was  there  ever  a  Christmas 
present  more  in  harmony  with  the  beautiful 
day  than  woald  be  that  which  I  now  propose  ? 
Sir,  I  invite  the  Senate,  I  invite  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  who  has  so  recently  come 
among  us,  to  unite  in  sending  that  Christmas 
present  to  the  colored  race  of  this  land.  Then 
would  there  be  a  merry  Christmas  to  make 
glad  the  hearts  of  the  good  everywhere. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Mr.  President,  I  had  the 
desire  to  say  something  upon  this  bill.  It  will 
not  be  forgotten  that  for  tnree  years,  whenever 
I  have  had  an  opportunity,  I  have  embraced  it 
to  speak  in  behalf  of  a  bill  of  this  character ; 
and  I  had  hoped  before  this  debate  drew  so 
near  to  its  close  that  I  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  state  again  some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  my  action  in  this  behalf.  But,  Mr. 
President,  the  whole  morning  has  been  taken 
up  by  what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  useless 
discussion.  It  has  been  upon  a  question  of 
order  apparently  raised  here  with  the  purpose 
of  defeating  this  bill,  rather  than  of  any  rttX 
good. 

I  do  not  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts that  any  Senator  who  wishes  to  pass 
this  bill,  and  who  also  is  in  favor  of  his  bill, 
must  necessarily  vote  for  this  amendment. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  fatal  to  the  amnesty  bill  if  we 
attach  this  amendment  to  it,  and  in  saying  that 
I  desire  to  express  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country  my  entire  approbation  of  the  princi- 
ples which  underlie  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  and  to  state  that  at  any 
fitting  time,  whenever  we  can  have  the  slightest 
chance  of  success  in  passing  the  measure 
which  he  has  proposed  to  the  Senate,  I  shall 
be  found  voting  by  his  side. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  overlook  the 
fact  that  it  requires  the  votes  of  two  thirds  of 
the  Senators  votingto  pass  this  bill  and  two 
thirds  of  the  other  House.  I  cannot  overlook 
the  fact,  and  it  must  be  patent  to  that  Senator 
himself  that  if  his  amendment  is  put  upon 
this  bill  his  amendment  and  the  bill  itself  fall. 
We  know  as  well  as  we  know  anything  that 
the  bill  with  that  amendment  cannot  pass  the 
Senate  by  the  requisite  majority. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.     Why  not? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  We  know  that  that  bill 
has  not  been  referred  to  a  committee  at  this 
session  of  Congress.  We  know  that  its  pro- 
visions have  only  been  cursorily  examined  by 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  was  reported  nnfiivor- 
ably  on  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  If  there  has  been  a  report 
on  the  subject  at  all,  it  has  been  of  an  un- 
favorable character ;  and  every  Senator  knows 
the  fact,  it  does  not  require  reasoning  to  prove 
that  the  bill  with  that  amendment  cannot  pass 
the  Senate  to-day,  if  at  all. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  because  I  am  opposed 
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Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  me  say  that  two  thirds 
will  not  go  in  favor  of  my  amendment  if  the 
Senator  from  Soath  Carolina  can  influence 
their  yotes. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  do  not  understand  the 
Senator. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  says  that  two 
thirds  of  Congress  would  go  against  this  bill 
if  my  amendment  were  put  upon  it ;  that  it 
would  not  carry  two  thirds  of  tne  Senate.  If 
it  does  not  carry  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  it  is 
because  the  friends  of  amnesty  follow  the  lead 
of  the  Senator  and  vote  against  my  proposition. 
Now  I  entreat  the  Senator  to  reconsider  his 
position.  Let  him  rally  his  friends  and  all  the 
friends  of  amnesty  to  do  justice  to  the  colored 
race. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  hoar 
of  four  o'clock  has  arrived,  and  it  becomes 
tlie  duty  of  the  Chair  to  remind  the  Senate 
that  by  unanimous  assent  it  was  agreed  yester* 
day  that  at  this  hour  general  debate  should 
cease  and  voting  commence  on  the  amend- 
ments. 

Several  Senators.    Question  I    Question  I 

The  PRESIDENT  ;7ro  tempore.  The  ques- 
tion is,  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  npon  the  point 
of  order  raised  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts? 

Mr.  SUMNER  and  Mr.  CONKLING  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  desire  to  sjate  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Stockton]  has 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Chandler.]  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
if  he  were  here,  would  vote  *'nay,''  and  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  would  vote  '*yea." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  28,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Ames.  Borcman,  Brown- 
low,  Buckingham.  Caldwell,  Carpenter.  Clayton, 
Conklinir,  Edmandn.  Fenton.  Ferry  of  Conneotiout. 
'Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan,  FrelinghayBen.Morrill 
of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Pomeroy.  PoolLPratt, 
Ramsey.  Sherman,  Spencer,  Sumner,  West.  Wilson, 
and  Wmdom— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Blatr,  Oasserly,  Cooper, 
Davis  of  Kentucky.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Hamil- 
ton of  Maryland.  Hamlin,  Hill,  Uitebcook.  John- 
ston, Kelly,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Norwood, 
Rico,  Robertson,  Sanlsbury,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Ste- 
venson. Stewart,  Thurman,  Tipton,  Trnmbnll,  and 
Vickers— 26. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Cameron,  Chandler, 
Cole.  Corbett,  Cragin,  Oilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Harlan,  Howe,  Kellogg.  Logan,  Osbom,  Patterson, 
Schuri.  Sprague.  Stockton,  and  Wright— 18. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  ques- 
tion now  recurs  on  the  amenament  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  wish  to  perfect  the  amend- 
ment before  it  is  voted  on  by  introducing  in 
line  eleven  of  its  6rst  section,  after  the  word 
** supported"  the  words  **by  moneys  derived 
from  general  taxation  ;"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read: 

That  there  shall  be  no  distinction  by  trustees, 
eommissioners,  superintendents,  teachers,  or  other 
officers  of  common  schools,  and  other  public  insti- 
tutions of  learning,  the  same  being  supported  by 
moneys  derived  from  general  taxation  or  authorised 
by  law. 

I  wish  to  have  those  words  inserted  after  the 
word  '<  supported.' '  I  suppose  that  will  be  done 
OS  a  matter  of  course. 

The  FRESIDEST pro  tempore.  That  modi- 
fication will  be  made. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  question  about  adopting 
this  amendment. 

Several  Senators.    It  is  afler  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  believe  I  have  the  right 
to  occupy  five  minutes.  I  am  going  to  be  gen< 
erous  as  the  two  thirds  propose  to  be  to  the 
former  rebels;  I  shall  not  occupy  five  minutes. 
But  I  will  ask  once  more  my  triends  over  the 
way,  who  insist  upon  amnesty,  to  unite  with 
me  now  in  justice  to  the  colored  race.  Let 
us  do  this  work  all  at  once.  I  wish  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  voting  for  this  bill.  I  wish  to 
unite  with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Alcorn]  in  the  generosity  that  ho  proposes; 


but  I  do  implore  him  to  unite  with  me  in  jus- 
tice to  his  own  constituents.  Treat  the  two 
together^  put  them  both  in  the  same  bill;  pass 
them  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  and'let  the  country 
see  how  grandly  unanimous  we  are  in  an  act 
which  is  at  once  generous  and  just,  full  of 
generosity,  the  noblest  generosity,  the  grand- 
est magnanimity  in  human  history,  and  full 
also  of  simple  justice. 

I  stand  nere  to  plead  for  justice.  Others 
may  plead  for  generosity ;  I  ask  yon  to  be  just. 
Is  there  anything  in  my  amendment  that  does 
not  contemplate  justice?  Is  there  anything 
that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  can  properly 
oppose?  I  know  there  is  noL  Then  1  ask  him 
to  unite  with  me  in  making  it  the  law.  Let 
him  bring  down  npon  his  head  blessings  with- 
out number  by  lending  his  influence  at  this 
early  stage  of  service  in  this  Chamber  in  favor 
of  a  measure  of  such  transcendent  importance. 
Why,  sir,  as  he  returns  to  his  own  State,  he 
will  have  following  him  not  only  the  thanks  of 
the  former  rebels  who  have  been  amnestied 
through  his  exertions,  but  the  benedictions  of 
the  slave.  Sir,  that  ought  to  count;  I  hope 
that  the  Senator  will  not  lose  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
must  remind  the  Senator  that  by  the  rule 
adopted  yesterday  five  minutes  were  to  be 
allowed  only  to  the  proposer  of  an  amendment. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy 
that  much  time. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    What  is  the  rule? 

Mr.  STE  WART.  Five  minutes  for  explan- 
ation of  an  amendment  by  the  mover. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.    The  rule 
adopted  yesterday  was  that  any  Senator  pro- 
posmg  an  amendment  should  have  five  minutes 
to  explain  it;  but  that  there  should  be  no  fur- . 
ther  debate 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  will  be  allowed  to  take  it  out  of  my 
time.    I  did  not  speak  five  minutes. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  That  can 
only  be  done  by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair 
has  no  Hglit  to  portion  out  the  time  of  Sen- 
ators. This  is  a  rule  for  Senators  themselves 
to  observe;  the  Chair  has  no  power  to  enforce 
it.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  On  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VICKERS.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
[Mr.  Harlan  j  desired  me  to  pair  off  with  him* 
as  he  had  business  to  transact  at  the  Interior 
DepartraenL  If  he  were  here  he  would  vote 
« yea''  and  I  should  vote  **  nay.''  I  therefore 
decline  to  vote. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  desire  to  state  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersev  [Mr.  Stockton]  is 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Michigan^  [Mr. 
Chandleb.]  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
if  present,  would  vote  **  nay,"  and  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  would  vote  *^yea.'' 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 

resulted-— yeas  29,  nays  80 ;  as  follows : 

^  YEAS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Brownlow.  Buok- 
tngham,  Caldwell,  Carpenter.  Clayton,  Conkling, 
Corbett.  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Micbisan.  Flaaairan, 
FreltDf  huysen,  Uamlin,  Kelloffg,  Morrill  of  Ver* 
mont.  Morton,Nyo,  Patterson  .Pomeroy.  Pratt.Ram- 
sey.  Rioe.  Sherman,  Spencer,  Samnor.  West,  Wilson, 
and  Windom— 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard.  Blair,  Boreman, 
Cnsserl/,  Cooper,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis  of  West 
yirffinia,  Fenton,  Perry  of  Connecticut,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Hill, Hitchcock.  Johnston.Kelly.Lewis, 


Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Norwood,  Pool,  Robertson, 


Gilbert,  Unmilton  of  Texas,  Harlan.  Uowe.  Osbom, 
Sprague,  Stockton.  Viokers,  and  Wright— 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  propose  an  amendment 
which  I  wust  the  friends  of  the  bill  will  agree 
to,  because  it  is  perfectly  germane  and  U  for 
the  purpose  of  perfecting  the  bill.  1  move  to 
amend  the  bill  in  section  one,  line  twelve,  by 
striking  out  the  word  ^'the'*  afU)r  the  word 
**of''  and  before  the  word  **  Congress,"  and 


inserting  the  word  "  any ;"  and  then  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  ''States"  in  the  same  line 
the  words  '*a(ler  the  thirty-6fth ;"  and  by 
striking  out  in  the  thirteenth  line  the  words 
*'  withdrew  therefrom;"  so  that  that  clause  of 
exception  will  read : 

First.  Members  of  any  Congress  of  the  United 
States  after  the  Thirty-Fifth  who  aided  the  rebel- 
lion. 

The  Thirty-Fifth  Congress  ended  on  the  8d 
of  March.  1859,  so  that  the  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress ana  those  succeeding  it  were  tliose  in 
which  this  conspiracy  of  rebellion  was  con- 
cocted and  out  of  which  some  gentlemen  with- 
drew, feeling  it  a  matter  of  honor  the  moment 
they  had  made  up  their  mind  to  make  war  on 
the  couiUrjr  to  go  away,  which  I  can  appreciate. 
Others,  being  equally  traitorous  and  equally 
base,  or  more  so,  staid  here,  causing  all  the 
trouble  and  getting  all  the  informauon  they 
-could  and  drawing  their  pay  until  their  term 
expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  1861. 

Now,  I  think  it  not  unfair  to  ask  the  friends 
of  this  measure  to  allow  that  class  of  people, 
one  and  all,  to  stay  out  of  this  general  bill, 
and  then,  if  in  respect  to  any  one  of  them 
there  is  a  special  reason  why  he  should  be 
relieved,  we  can  pass  a  bill  for  his  benefit. 
The  effect  of  my  amendment  simply  is,  there- 
fore, instead  of  using  the  words  ''withdrew 
therefrom,"  that  are  in  the  bill  applied  to  tboae 
Congresses,  which  would  only  apply  to  those 
who  actually  vacated  their  seats  before  their 
term  expirea,  who  were  really  the  best  class 
of  rebeu,  to  include  those  who  staid  here, 
acting  the  part  of  spies  and  traitors  togetheri 
and  taking  the  money  of  the  United  States  to 
aid  the  rebellion,  until  the  4th  of  March,  1861. 
I  -hope,  therefore,  that  this  amendment  will  be 
agreed  to  without  opposition. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  tlrom 
Vermont. 

Mr.  TH  URM  AN.  I  wish  to  know  what  the 
understanding  is  as  to  debate.  I  certainly 
misunderstood  it.  Is  it  the  understanding  that 
a  member  may  make  a  speech  here,  ana  that 
there  is  to  be  no  reply  to  it  at  all? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.    It  is. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  did  not  so  under- 
stand it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    And  I  did  not 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  understood  that  each 
Senator  would  have  a  right  to  speak  for  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  thought  evervbody  was 
allowed  to  speak  five  minutes ;  otherwise  it 
operates  most  unfairly. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Let  the  Globe  be  read. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Sec- 
retary will  read  the  agreement  as  reported  in 
the  Globe.  The  Senate  will  put  its  own  inter- 
pretation upon  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows  from  the 
proceedings  of  yesterday: 

*'  The  Pbbsidino  Opfigir.  Is  the  general  a«eent 
of  the  Senate  given  to  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  that  at  four  o'eloek  to-morrow  gen- 
eral debate  shall  oease  on  this  bill  and  voting  shall 
commence  on  the  amendments  7 

**Mr.  Edmunds.  With  five  minutes  explanation 
by  those  who  offer  amendments  I  will  agree  to  it. 

"Mr.SHKSMAN.  The  ordinary  five-minutes  de- 
bate. 

"Mr.  RoBERTSoy.  That  is,  to  those  who  offer 
amendments,  but  to  none  others. 

"  The  PRKSimNO  OFFioaa.  The  Chair  then  wider- 
stands  that  that  is  the  general  assent  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  there  not  a  preceding 
reference  in  regard  to  this?  I  remember 
asking  a  question  myself  of  the  Chair  and 
receiving  an  answer. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  There  is 
something  after  that;  but  this  is  where  the 
agreement  took  place.  There  was  some  further 
colloquy  not  relating  to  that.  The  Secretarj 
will  read  what  further  relates  to  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

*'  The  Prbsidino  Officbb.  Is  there  any  ohieetioa 
to  four  o'clock? 

**  Mr.  CoNKLiKG.    For  what  purpose? 

"ThoPRRsiDiNC  Officer.  That  debate  shall  ccnso 
at  four  o'clock,  and  then  that  thoro  shall  bo  only 
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reported  in  the  Globe.  I  find  him  reported  as 
sayinff  yesterday,  **  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  as 
it  is,  bat  I  desire  to  s%y  that  I  do  not  like  its 
form." 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore,  The  Chair 
thinks  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ED  M  UN  DS.    The  agreement  is  up. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wilson.] 

Mr.  (3ARPENTER.  I  want  to  know  what 
the  amendment  is.  What  is  stricken  out  by 
that  motion  ? 

Several  Sevitors.    All  the  exceptions. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nayS) 
resulted — ^yeas  4,  nays  65  ;  as  follows : 

TEAS-^Messrs.  Brownlow,  Bdmands,  FlanagaD, 
and  Wilson— 4. 

NAYS— Mesfrs.  Aloom.  Amea.  Anthony,  Bayard, 
Blair.  Boreman,  Bnokingham.  Caldwell,  Carpenter, 
Casserly.  Clayton,  Conklinff.  Cooper,  Corbett.  Davis 
of  Kentacky.  Daris  of  West  Virfinia,  Fenton, 
Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Ferry  of  Micbiean.  Freling- 
buysen,  Hamilton  of  Mainland,  Hamlin.  Hill.. 
Hitchcock.  Howe.  Jobnston.  Kellogg,  Kelly.  Lewis, 
Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Mor- 
ton, Norwood.  Nye.  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pratt,  Rice, 
Robertson,  Sanlsbury,  Sawyer,  Schnri,  Scott,  Sher- 
man, Spencer,  Stevenson.  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thar- 
man,  Tipton,  TrambuU,  Vickers,  West,  and  Win- 
dom— 55.. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Cameron,  Chandler,  Cole,  Cra- 

fin.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Harlan,  Osbom, 
'ool«  Ramsey,  Spragne,  Stockton,  and  Wrightr-13. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  afler  the  word  *' removed," 
in  line  nine  of  the  first  section : 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  eonstmed  to 
relate  back  to  or  validate  the  election  or  appoint- 
ment of  any  person  to  the  position  of  Senator  or 
Representative  in  Congress,  or  to  any  office  civil  or 
military  under  the  United  States,  which  person  was 
at  the  date  of  such  election  or  appointment  ineli- 
gible to  the  oflhie  or  position  to  which  he  may  have 
been  so  elected  or  appointed. 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  exclude 
from  the  benefit  of  this  bill  any  man  who  has 
consented  to  be  elected  or  has  procured  him- 
self to  be  elected  to  an  office  in  defiance  of 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  any  man  who  while 
resting  under  the  disabilities  of  that  amend- 
ment and  in  defiance  of  it  has  attempted  to 
obtain  office.  It  is  also  intended  that  we  shall 
defeat  the  purpose  of  those  who  have  defied 
that  amendment  by  knowingly  electing  or  pro- 
curing the  election  of  those  who  are  disquaH- 
fiod  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
If  there  be  such  persons  who  have  thus  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  Constitution,  who  have  set 
at  naught  a  solemn  amendment  adopted  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  not 
under  arnr  consideration  to  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  this  bill.  They  have  no  right  to  it  in 
point  of  justice ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  having 
shown  a  disregard  of  the  law,  having  willfully 
defied  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
they  are  not  proper  persons  afterward  to  hold 
office  under  it. 

Mr.  BDMUNDS.    It  is  a  new  treason. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir.  I  therefore  hope 
that  this  amendment  will  be  adopted.  If  it 
should  not  be,  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  This 
bill  ought  not  to  have  the  effect  to  legislate  men 
into  Congress  or  to  legislate  men  into  the  en* 
joyment  of  office,  of  influence,  and  of  power, 
who  have  acted  in  open  defiance  and  contempt 
of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  that 
is  not  precisely  the  same  amendment  that  was 
voted  down? 

Mr.  MORTON.  There  has  been  some  slight 
change. 

The  PRESIDE  NT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
is  advised  that  it  is  not  the  same  amendment, 
although  similar. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Wherein  does  the  dif- 
ference consist  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  is  different  in  lanmage. 
It  is  the  same  idea,  but  it  is  more  guarded. 

Mr.  HILL.  It  iS}  in  substance,  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  We  see  now  where  this 
role  if.    There  is  not  one  particle  of  founda- 


tion for  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana  

Mr.  MORTON.    Is  that  in  order? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  in  violaUon  of 
the  understanding. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore,  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Hamlix.]  who  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
Senate  Chamber,  not  feeling  well,  asked  me  to 
pair  with  him,  which  I  did.  If  he  were  here  he 
would  vote  **yea,"  and  I  should  vote  **  nay.'* 

Mr.  VICKERS.  On  this  question  I  am 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Har- 
lan.] He  would  vote  **yea/'  and  I  should 
vote  **nay." 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  desire  to  state  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Stockton]  is 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Michisan,  [Mr. 
Chandlbr.]  If  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey were  present  he  would  vote  "nay,"  and 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  would  vote  "  yea." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted-^yeas  29,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mewrt.  ^es,  Aatbony.  Brownlow,  Baek- 
ingham,  Caldwell,  Carpenter.  Clayton,  Conkltng, 
Corbett,  Edmands,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan. 
Frelingnnysen.  Howe.  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of 
Vermont.  Morton.  Nye,  Pattenon.  Pomeroy.  Pool, 
Pratt.  Ramsey,  Rice,  Scott,  Spencer.  Sumner,  Wil- 
son, and  Windom— 29. 

NAYS^Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Blair,  Casserly, 
Cooper,  Davis  of  Kentueky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Fenton.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
landi.  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Norwood,  Robertson,  Sanlsbury,  Schurs, 
Sherman,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Tipton,  XrambuU, 
and  West— 26. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Boreman,  Cameron,  Chandler, 
Cole,  Cragin,  Qilbort.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin, 
Harlan,  Kellogs.  Osborn.  Sawyer,  Spragae,  Stock- 
ton. Tbarman.  Vickers.  and  Wright-^17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  propose  an  amendment 
to  remove  a  doubt  I  have  in  my  mind.  I  de- 
sire to  vote  for  this  bill ;  but  I  am  a  little  ^fraid 
that  the  language  of  the  bill  as  it  stands  will  be 
so  broad  as  to  relieve  parties  benefited  by  it 
from  other  disabilities  than  those  imposed  by 
the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment. I  move,  therefore,  in  the  third  and 
fourth  lines  of  the  tirst  section  to  strike  out  the 
words  **  all  legal  and,"  and  to  insert  the  word 
'*  the ;"  so  as  to  make  the  bill  read : 

That  the  disabilities  imposed  by  the  third  section 
of  the  fourteenth  artiole  of  amendments  to  the  Con- 
Btitation  of  the  United  States,  Jbc. 

The  answer  to  my  doubt  would  be  suggested 
to  every  one,  that  these  words  ^Megal  and 
political  disabilities"  are  limited  to  those  im- 
posed by  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  the  third 
section  of  the  amendment  might  exhaust  itself 
upon  the  word  '*  political,"  leaving  these  men 
to  be  relieved  from  leg^l  disabilities  not  em- 
braced in  the  third  section  of  the  amendment. 
If  so,  it  would  authorize  them  to  sue  for  dam- 
ages for  injury  to  property  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  open  the  door  to  con- 
troversies and  litigations  without  end.  In  a 
law  so  important  as  this,  I  desire  to  avoid  all 
possible  misconstruction ;  and  as  this  bill  has 
now  been  amended  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate, 
I  trust  that  the  words  *'all  legal  and"  may  be 
stricken  out.  They  are  of  no  use  whatever, 
because  the  only  disabilities  imposed  by  the 
third  clause  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  are 

Political  disabilities.  These  words,  therefore, 
ave  no  sense  or  meaning  here.  They  are 
simply  words,  without  adding  any  strength  to 
the  pnrase,  and  yet  creating  a  doubt  in  my 
mind ;  it  is  true,  not  a  very  strong  doubt,  but 
it  is  a  doubt  that  causes  me  io  hesitate  about 
voting  for  this  bill.  I  certainly  would  not  vote 
for  this  bill  if  it  authorized  these  persons  not 
only  to  hold  office,  but  to  sue  in  the  Court  of 
Claims  and  other  courts  of  justice  and  opened 
the  door  to  a  multitude  of  other  litigations. 
As  these  words  now  have  no  useful  purpose,  I 


trust  they  will  be  stricken  out.  The  argumeni 
of  my  colleague  last  night,  that  this  bill  ought 
to  be  passed  before  the  holidays,  is  now  onl 
of  view,  ^d  therefore  we  may  as  welt  look  at 
the  question  simply  as  a  practical  question  of 
legislation. 

Mr.  MOBRILL,  of  Vermont  I  have  an 
amendment  reaching  to  the  same  object,  but  in 
a  different  way,  which  I  will  propose  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and   it  may 

fossibly  be  accepted  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
t  is  to  insert  on  line  eight  after  the  word 
*' thereof"  the  words  **  excepting  in  courts  of 
law  or  justice."  I  am  anxious  to  vote  for  ibis 
bill  if  some  of  the  objections  can  be  removed, 
and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
are  endangering  it  by  resisting  all  amend- 
ments.  It  seems  to  me  impossible  that  thia 
bill  can  be  carried  by  the  reouisite  two-thirda 
majority  unless  its  friends  will  consent  to  have 
some  proper  amendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator's  anend* 
ment  would  leave  the  claims  commissioa  and 
a  multitude  of  other  tribunals  open. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Is  not  the 
claims  tribunal  a  tribunal  of  law  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir.  I  think  stnking 
out  the  useless  words  I  have  named  will  cover 
the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  am  not 
tenacious  about  the  form,  but  I  really  think 
an  amendment  of  this  sort  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Inasmuch  as  the  bill  has 
been  amended,  and  is  likely  to  be  amended 
still  further,  and  these  amendments  need  ex- 
planation, shall  I  be  violating  the  under- 
standing if  I  move  for  an  executive  session  ? 
If  I  could  have  unanimous  consent,  I  would 
move  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Let  us  go  on  with  the 
bilL 

Mr.  NYE.     We  had  better  adjourn. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     What  is  the  question? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Sherman.] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  have 
it  reported.    Let  ua  vote  on  it. 

The  Chibf  Clbbe.  In  the  third  and  fourth 
lines  it  is  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words 
^'all  legal  and"  and  to  insert  the  word 
*Hhe;"  so  as  to  read,  **that  the  political  dis- 
abilities imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the 
fourteenth  article,"  kc 

Mr.  TRUMBUIJ:i.  I  move  to  amend  that 
by  striking  out  the  word  *' political,"  so  as  to 
read,  *'that  all  disabilities  imposed  by  the 
third  section,"  leaving  out  the  words  *4egal " 
and  'Apolitical"  both.  I  make  this  motion, 
on  which,  1  suppose,  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor 
for  a  moment,  with  a  view  of  making  a  state- 
ment to  the  Senate.  This  bill  is  now,  as  i 
understand,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Am 
I  correct? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.    It  ia. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This  is  a  violation  of  the 
understanding. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  When  I  move  an  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  purpose  is  to  get 
a  chance  to  make  a  speeeh,  it  ia. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  h  is  a  proper  amend- 
ment, any  way. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  object  to  this. 
I  only  wish  that  we  shall  all  understand  it 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  bill,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Am 
I  correct? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  is  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  wieh  then  to  say  to 
the  friends  of  the  bill  that  we  shall  have  another 
vote  when  we  come  into  Senate  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mor- 
ton.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  will  also  be  another 
vote  on  my  amendment 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  And  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.    If  there 
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Chandler.  Cole,  Craffin.  Ferry  of  Conneoiioat  Gil- 
bert, Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  HarlaD,  Morrill 
of  Maine.  Osborn.  Patterson,  Pool,  RamBey.  Sprague, 
Stockton,  and  Wright— 19. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  I  offer  an 
amendment  to  come  in  on  the  sixth  line  of  the 
second  section  where  the  oath  is  prescribed,  so 
that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 

Take  and  eubscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  snp- 

Eort  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
ear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same,  and  that 
he  has  never  been  engaged  or  concerned  in  person 
or  as  aider  and  abettor  in  isflioting  any  outrage  upon 
person,  life,  or  property  in  what  is  commonly  called 
a  Kn  KIux  raid . 

Mr.  NYE.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  would  it  not  be  just  as  satisfac- 
tory to  take  the  ^eas  and  nays  in  the  Senate 
and  not  here  again  in  committee  on  the  same 
general  proposition? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Thatis  a  wholly  different 
proposition. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  want  that  to  be  one  of  the 
qualiScations  for  men  to  get  this  amnesty. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  did  not  know  but  that 
we  would  save  time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  27,  nays  29;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony,  Brownlow,  Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell,  Carpenter.  Clayton,  Conkling. 
Corbett.  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen.  Howe.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Nye,  Patteraon,  Pomeroy,  Pool.  Pratt,  Scott,  Sher- 
man, Spencer,  Sumner,  Wilson,  and  Wiudom— 27. 

NATS — Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Blair.  Casserly, 
Cooper,  Daris  of  Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Fenton,  Unmilton  of  Maryland,  Hill,  Hitchcock, 
Johnston,  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Lewis, Logan,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Norwood,  Robertson,  Saulsbury.  Sawyer, 
Scbnrz,  Sterenson,  Stewart,Thurman,Tipton.  Trum- 
bull, Vickera,  and  West— 29. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Boreman,  Cameron,  Chandler. 
Cole,  Cragin,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Gilbert,  Ham- 
ilton of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Osborn,  Ramsey, 
Rico,  Sprague,  Stockton,  and  Wright— 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  On  the  adoption  of 
that  amendment  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
There  is  only  one  amendment  made,  I  believe. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now  I  ask  to  have  the 
amendment  read  so  that  we  may  know  what 

It  IS. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment, 
which  was  after  the  word  *^  removed,''  in  the 
ninth  line  of  the  first  section,  to  insert : 

Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
relate  back  to  or  validate  the  election  or  appoint^ 
ment  of  any  person  t'>  the  position  of  Senator  or 
Representative  in  Congress,  or  to  any^flBce,  civil  or 
military,  under  the  United  States,  which  person 
was  at  Uie  date  of  such  election  or  appointment 
ineligible  to  the  office  or  position  to  which  ho  may 
have  been  so  elected  or  appointed. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  wish  to  ask,  for  informa- 
tion, whether  thatis  the  only  amendment  made 
to  the  bill  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  this  is  the  only  amendment 
which  has  been  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Then  if  that  amendment 
is  defeated  the  bill  will  stand  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  unfair ;  it  is  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Tasked  to  have  the  amend- 
ment again  read,  that  it  may  be  perfectly  un- 
derstood what  we  are  voting  upon. 

The  Chief  Clerk  again  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Would  it  be  in  order  for 
me,  as  the  author  of  that  amendment,  to  say 
one  word  in  regard  to  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  has  been  discussed 
once. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  (to  Mr.  Morton.)  You  can 
move  to  amend  it.  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
did|  by  striking  out  a  letter  somewhere. 


Mr.  BAYARD.  Will  the  Chair  state  the 
question? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  concurring  in  the  Senate  with  this  amend- 
ment made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  This  is  one  of  the  ques- 
tions on  which  I  am  paired  with  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin.]  If  he  were  here 
be  would  vote  **  yea,"  and  I  should  vote'*  nay." 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Stockton]  were  here  he  would 
vote  **nay."  He  is  paired  with  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Chanoleb.] 

Mr.  VIGKER8.  On  this  vote  I  am  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Harlan.] 
He  would  vote  **yea,''  and  I  should  vote 
**nay." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas^and  nays, 
resultea— yeas  29,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Brownlow,  Back- 
ingham,  Caldwell,  Carpenter,  Clayton,  Conkling, 
Corbett,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen,  Howe.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of 
Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pool, 
Pratt,  Rice,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Spencer,  Sumner.  Wil- 
son, and  Windom — 29. 

NAYS— Messre.  Alcorn,  Bnyard,  Blair,  Oasserly, 
Cooper,  Davia  of  Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Fenton,  Hamilton  nf  Mainland.  Hill,  Hitchcock, 
Johnston,  Kellogg,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Logan,  Norwood, 
Robertson.  Saulsbury,  Sohurz,  Sherman,  Stevenson, 
Stewart,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  and  West— 26. 

ABSENT  — Messrs.  Boreman,  Cameron,  Chand- 
ler, Cole,  Crngin.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Gilbert, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Osborn,  Ram- 
sey, Sprague,  Stockton,  Thurman.  Vickers,  and 
Wright-17. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  now  renew  my  amend- 
ment offered  in  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT  iwo  tempore.  Shall  the 
amendment  be  reported  again? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senate  is  familiar  with 
it ;  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  it  read.  Now 
I  will  not  take  five  minutes  ;  I  will  only  take 
two. 

I  propose  that  sincerely  as  a  measure  of  re- 
conciliation. I  wish  to  see  reconciliation.  I 
wish  to  see  good  will  established  throughout 
this  country  ;  but  I  know  that  it  cannot  be 
done  if  the  policy  of  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Aloorn]  is  to  have  sway.  I  know 
that  he  will  keep  discord  where  I  would  have 
concord.  Now,  I  entreat  him  once  more  to 
unite  with  me  in  this  great  measure  of  reconr 
ciliation  founded  on  justice. 

If  my  amendment  be  adopted  I  shall  vote  for 
this  bill;  if  it  be  rejected,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  bill,  and  I  hope  that  other  Senators  here, 
enough  in  number,  will  vote  against  it  to  de- 
feat it — it  does  not  deserve  success.  A  meas- 
ure that  seeks  to  benefit  only  the  former  rebels 
and  neglects  the  colored  race  does  not  deserve 
success  ;  it  is  an  unworthy  measure,  it  cannot 
be  sustained  by  a  righteous  public  sentiment. 
I  entreat  Senators  over  the  way  who  really 
seek  reconciliation  now  to  unite  in  this  honest 
effort.  Give  me  an  opportunity  to  vote  for 
their  bill.  I  long  to  do  it.  Gladly  would  I 
reach  out  the  olive  branch,  but  I  know  no  way 
in  which  that  can  be  done  unless  you  begin  by 
justice  to  the  colored  race. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  word  in  it, 
whatever  that  word  may  be,  [laughter,]  and 
upon  this  amendment  of  mine  I  wish  to  say 
just  this:  I  came  here  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress honestly  in  favor  of  an  amnesty  bill ;  I 
am  desirous  now  of  seeing  a  properly  drawn 
amnesty  bill  pass ;  but  afler  the  votes  that  have 
been  taken  in  the  Senate  to-day  I  desire  to 
say  in  explanation  of  the  vote  which  I  shall 
give  that  if  the  friends  of  amnesty  are  not  wiU- 
ing  to  accompany  that  act  with  an  act  of  jus- 
tice toward  the  colored  people  of  the  South, 
then,  so  far  as  my  vote  eoes,  amnesty  will  wait 
until  they  are.  On  renection,  I  withdraw  my 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  renew  that  amendment, 
and  I  desire  to  say  a  word.  Coming  here  as  I 
do,  and  standing  here  as  I  do,  I  propose  to  go 
straight  forward  in  everything  that  I  believe  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  do.     1 4o  not  propose  to 


follow  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Sumner]  when  he  stands  up  as  the  friend  of 
the  colored  man  and  proposes  to  trammel 
the  colored  man's  rij^hts,  which  'are  not 
obstructed  by  any  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, b^  tacking  the  measure  on  to  a  bill  which 
it  requires  two  thirds  of  Congress  to  pass.  Does 
he  intend  that  the  rights  of  the  colored  mao 
shall  depend  upon  the  action  of  Congress  upon 
a  measure  that  it  requires  two  thirds  of  Con- 
gress to  pass?  The  colored  man  has  no  re- 
strictions imposed  by  the  Constitution,  and 
he  demands — I  speak  for  him — that  he  shall 
not  have  his  riehts  trammeled  in  any  such 
way  as  this,  and  he  will  suspect  any  man 
who  seeks  thus  to  appeal  to  him,  when  he 
comes  here  proposing  to  bind  up  all  his  rights, 
and  commit  them  to  the  charge  of  a  bill  that 
cannot  be  passed  except  by  a  two-thirda  vote 
of  each  House  of  Congress. 

The  Senator  savs  that  because  I  refuse  to 
support  his  amendment  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
the  cohored  man's  rights.  I  take  issue  with 
the  honorable  Senator  upon  that  statement. 
If  he  were  to  offer  the  Lord's  Prayer  as  ao 
amendment  to  this  bill,  would  he  declare  that 
I  was  an  infidel  because  I  voted  a^inst  it? 
The  gentleman  says  that  the  recording  angel 
in  heaven  will  blot  out  with  his  tears 

Mr.  SUMNER.  He  cannot  blot  out  athing 
so  inequitable. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  Well,  sir,  the  an^el  of 
heaven  does  not  blot  out  with  tears.  Those 
tears  are  not  the  thing  to  blot  out.  The  tears 
of  the  angels  come  pure,  and  they,  bleach  and 

Eurify  everything  they  touch;  they  make  no 
lots. 

But,  sir,  I  say  that  I  am  for  the  colored 
roan,  and  when  the  time  comes  I  will  show 
myself  his  friend  ;  but  I  do  not  propose  to 
prejudice  his  demands  upon  Congress,  to 
prejudice  his  claims  to  the  consideration  of  the 
nation,  by,  if  the  gentleman  will  have  it,  tack- 
ing him  on  to  a  provision  that  is  intended  to 
relieve  rebels. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umport,  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ALCORN.     I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  There  is 
an  amendment  pending. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Then,  in  the  tenth  line 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  froni.  Massachusetts  I  more  to  strike 
out  the  word"  five,"  and  insert  the  word  "two." 
I  do  not  disguise  the  fact  that  in  common  with 
many  Senators  who  have  resorted  to  the  same 
expedient  I  offer  this  amendment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  an  opportunity  to  submit  some 
remarks,  more  in  explanation  of  my  vote,  how- 
ever, than  otherwise. 

I  voted,  Mr.  President,  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  the  amendment  proposed  bjthe 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.  I  had  desired, 
at  some  time  during  the  progress  of  this  bill, 
to  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
some  reasons  in  favor  of  its  immediate  pas- 
sage. I  thought  I  should  be  able  to  give  many 
sufficient  and  conclusive  reasons  why  this  bill 
should  be  passed  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  all 
and  as  a  measure  of  sound  policy.  But,  sir,  in 
common  with  others,  I  abstained  from  saying 
one  word  in  regard  to  the  bill,  lest  I  migl^t 
delay  its  passage.  It  was  my  desire  to  show 
that  the  imposition  of  disabilities  was  originally 
resorted  to  as  a  temporary  ezpedienty  that  it 
was  inaugurated  before  suffrage  was  goaraatied 
to  the  black  man,  and  that  since  the  fifteenth 
amendment  has  been  made  a  part  of  the  Con-| 
stitntion  the  main  reason  which  was  urged  in| 
debate  by  all  the  prominent  Republicans  fon 
the  adoption  of  the  third  section  of  the  four-' 
teenth  amendment  has  passed  away.  Now  that 
the  right  of  suffrage  has  been  |^arantted  to 
the  black  man  the  re^on  for  disabilities  has 
ceased. 

And,  sir,  this  reference  to  the  fifteenth 
f^mendn^ent  |e^s  n^^  tg  recall  4  sQdoe  which 
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tavern-keeper  the  State  in  which  he  liyes; 
erery  manager  of  a  theater  the  State  in  which 
he  lives;  every  conductor  of  a  railroad  the 
State  in  which  he  lives ;  and  under  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  that  only  authorizes 
you  to  deal  with  States  it  undertakes  to  say 
that  every  conductor  of  a  railroad,  and  every 
manager  of  a  theater,  and  every  little  hotel- 
keeper  or  inn-keeper  in  the  United  States  is 
the  State  in  which  ne  resides.  I  shall  have  to 
get  blind  and  be  unable  to  read  the  Constitution 
before  I  can  ever  go  for  such  a  bill  as  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  section  merely  that  I  may  have  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  replying  to  my  friend  from  Ohio. 
He  seems  very  sensitive.  He  says  that  I 
would  make  every  hotel  the  State.  The  Sen- 
ator knows  well  that  a  hotel  is  a  legal  institu- 
tion ;  I  use  the  term  advisedly,  and  the  Sen- 
ator is  too  .good  a  lawyer  not  to  know  it.^  A 
railroad  corporation  is  also  a  legal  instituiion. 
So  is  a  theater,  and  all  that  my  bill  proposes  is 
that  those  who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  law  shall 
treat  those  who  come  to  them  with  equality. 
It  takes  advantage  of  the  condition  of  these 
different  institutions — I  will  so  call  them — and 
insists  upon  bringing  them  within  the  domain 
of  law  and  of  equal  rights.  They  are  already, 
to  a  certain  extent,  within  the  domain  of  law. 
I  insist  upon  applying  to  them  the  principle 
of  equal  rights.  Whoever  seeks  the  benefit 
of  the  law,  as  the  owners  and  lessees  of  thea- 
ters do,  as  the  common  carriers  do,  as  hotel- 
keepers  do,  must  show  equality.  How  can 
they  claim  the  protection  of  the  law  unless 
they  accord  equal  rights  to  all?  I  insist  that 
everything  that  they  do  and  all  their  regula- 
tions shall  be  in  conformity  with  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  which  is  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  The  Senator  cannot  answer 
that.  He  may  smile,  I  know,  but  I  commend 
that  to  his  thoughts  during  our  vacation.  Let 
liim  consider  the  binding  character  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  in  its  annuncia- 
tion of  fundamental  principles.  The  Senator 
does  not  believe  in  it.  Very  well.  There  are 
some  others  who  do,  and  my  bill  is  simply  a 
practical  application  of  it.  Now,  I  withdraw 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  With  the 
consent  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Trumbull,]  I  move  that  the  Senate  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  think  that  is  a  breach 
of  the  agreement  entered  into  yesterday* 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  agreement  has  been 
violated  by  the  Mends  of  the  bill  for  two 
hours. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  iempare.  That  is 
for  the  Senate  to  judge.  The  Chair  has  no 
power  to  enforce  the  agreement,  which  is 
merely  an  honorable  understanding  binding 
on  Senators. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  rise  to  make  an  inquiry 
whether  by  the  motion  of  my  colleague  it  is 
intended  that  we  shall  go  into  executive  ses- 
sion merely  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the 
doors  again  after  we  finish  the  executive  busi- 
ness, or  for  the  purpose  of  then  adjourning  7 
My  vote  will  be  guided  by  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  say  that 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  suggested  to  me  that 
it  was  no  longer  of  any  use  to  remain  here,  as 
the  House  of  Representatives  has  adjourned. 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  executive  busi- 
ng which  really  ought  to  be  done  to-night, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  we  go  into  executive 
session  for  the  purpose  of  adjourning  when  we 
get  through  with  that. 

•  Mr.THURMAN.  Will  my  friend  withdraw 
that  motion  for  one  moment?  I  offered  this 
morning  a  resolution  that  touches  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Senate*  membership  in  it,  and  its 
consideration  was  objected  to  by  my  colleague. 
He  now  does  not  insist  on  that  objection.  I 
know  of  no  objection  to  it,  and  I  hope  that  it 
may  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  What  I  said  to  my  col- 
league I  will  repeat  to  the  Senate.    I  will  not 


stand  in  the  way  of  the  exercise  of  a  personal 
right  by  any  individual,  by  my  own  solitary 
o^ection.  I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution 
and  shall  oppose  it,  but  I  will  not  by  my  arbi- 
trary veto  prevent  the  consideration  by  the 
Senate  of  any  resolution  affecting  the  rights 
of  an  individual. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Sen- 
ator from  .Ohio  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  Senator-elect  from  Alabama. 
Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Yes,  sir;  I  object. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  What  has  become  of 
the  motion  for  an  executive  session  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  moves  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment, 
that  I  may  say  a  word,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
shall  then  offer  any  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  will  renew  the  motion 
I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  see  plainly  that  the 
amendments  now  tacked  on  this  bill  are  calcu- 
lated to  defeat  it,  and  the  amendments  have 
been  voted  on  the  bill  by  friends  of  amnesty, 
by  men  who  have  heralded  themselves  through- 
out the  country  as  the  friends  of  amnesty.  I 
merely  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  country 
to  their  votes. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  renew  my 
motion. 

The  PRESIDENTpro  tempore.  The  motion 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business  is  not  debatable.  • 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  26,  noes  27. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  28,  nays  88 ;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meurs.  Alcorn.  BackioKham.  Caldwell, 
Carpanter,  Clavton.  Gorbett,  FeDton,  Freltnchayseii, 

?  owe.  Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont, 
attenon,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Pratt,  Rice,  Robertson. 
Schurz.  Scott,  Stewart,  Sumner,  and  Windom — 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blair, 
Boreman,  jirownlow.  Casserly^onkling,  Cooper. 
Davis  of  Kootucky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Bd- 
munds.  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan.  Hamilton  of 
Maryland,  Hill,  Hitchcock.  Johnston,  Kellogg.Kelly. 
Lewis.  Norwood,  Nye,  Saulsbury,  Sawyer.  Sherman, 
Spencer.  Stevenson,  Tbarman,Tipton,  Viokers.We8t, 
and  Wilson— 33. 

ABSBNT— Me88r8.Cameron,Cbaiidler,Gole,Cracin. 
Ferry  of  Connectlcat,  Qilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  Morton,  Osborn.  Ramsey, Sprague, 
Stockton,  Trumbull,  and  Wright— 16. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NYE.  To  show  that  we  are  all  in  favor 
of  amnesty,  I  now  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 
That  seems  to  be  the  only  course. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to ;  there  being, 
on  a  division — ayes  23,  noes  25.     * 

Mr.  SAWYEK.  I  desire  to  say  one  word 
in  reference  to  the  cour8e  pursued  on  this  bill 
by  some  of  its  friends.  My  colleague  ^s  seen 
fit  to  say  that 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  is  neces- 
sary for  the  Senator  to  move  an  amendment  if 
the  understanding  prevails. 

Mr.  SAWYEH.  .1  ask  what  the  pending 
question  is?  *  * 

The  PRESIDENT  jprofemiHwe.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Imove  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  that  amendment.  I  was 
about  to  remark  that  my  colleague  has  seen 
fit  to  say  that  the  friends  of  amnesty,  or  those 
who  claim  to  be  its  friends,  have  slaughtered 
the  bill  by  moving  amendments,  or  by  voting 
for  amendments.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  an  amnesty  bill 
when  passed  should  be  a  proper  one.  There 
are  many  features  which  1  would  be  willing  to 
waive  in  this  bill  which  are  nevertheless  very 
objectionable ;  bot  I  am  not  ooe  of  tboee  whose 


love  for  amnesty  is  snch  that  it  caniiot  wut  » 
very  few  days  for  a  certain  verdict  on  the  pari 
of  Congress  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  no  more 
(question  that  this  Congress  in  a  very  short 
time  will  pass  an  amnesty  bill  than  I  have  that 
the  time  will  come  about  when  we  shall  assem- 
ble again. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  wish  in  any 
amnesty  bill  at  the  same  time  to  put  into  any 
better  position  than  they  now  occupy  those 
who  in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  ConstiUi- 
tion  have  accepted  office  under  the  Groveni- 
ment,  or  hai^  been  elected  to  office  under  the 
Government.  I  am  not  disposed  to  pass  a  bill 
which  is  so  framed  as  especially  to  protect  the 
cases  of  men  who  are  very  obnoxious  to  Con- 
gress, and  I  do  not  understand  ther  doctrine 
which  compels  me,  because  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  main  object  of  this  bill,  to  swallow  any  and 
every  objectionable  feature  there  may  be  iu  it 
because,  forsooth,  I  cannot  get  to-day  what  I 
may  just  as  well  have  two  or  three  weeks 
henoe.  I  do  not  believe  the  country  aeks 
us  to  do  anything  of  the  sort.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  renew  the  amend  ment,  and 
{  I  do  it  merely  for  the  purpose  of  doing  what 
others  have  done,  making  a  few  remarks  in 
reference  to  it.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Car- 
olina FMr.  Sawtbb]  in  reference  to  waiting, 
after  the  desire  that  he  exhibited  here  to  have 
this  bill  passed.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  my 
attempt  to  help  pass  this  amnesty  bill  is  ike 
first  one  I  have  ever  made.  Since  I  have  been 
in  Congress  I  have  universally  voted  against 
such  bills.  I  have  been  induced  to  change  m j 
opinion  by  the  statements  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  and  other  gentlemen  from  the 
South  representing  southern  constituencies.  I 
came  to  suppose  that  I  was  wrong  in  the  opin- 
ion I  had  entertained.  Time  and  again  tbej 
have  talked  to  me  in  reference  to  this  matter 
and  given  jne  reasons  why  an  amnesty  bill 
should  be  passed.  I  acceded  to  their  views, 
and  I  have  persistently  to-day  voted  against 
every  amendment  that  has  been  offered  here, 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  those  gen  tie- 
men  and  carrying  out  what  they  insisted  was  the 
proper  thing  to  be  done  in  order  to  benefit 
them  and  the  Republioan  party.  They  said  it 
was  good  policy  ior  the  Government.  I  hava 
so  voted  also  in  accordance  with  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  though 
not  particularly  for  that  reason  so  much  as 
because  these  gentlemen  had  induced  me  to 
believe  that  it  was  right  to  do  it. 

But  on  this  floor  to-day  the  very  gentlemen 
who  have  induced  men  entertaining  the  i^aroe 
opinion  that  I  did  entertain  to  vote  persistently 
against  every  amendment,  have  been  partially 
the  cause  of  the  defeat  of  this  bill.  While  we 
have  voted  persistently  against  amendments, 
some  of  them  have  voted  for  amendments, 
when  those  amendments  were  presented  lor  no 
purpose  (not  in  their  mind,  but  in  my  judg- 
ment,) than  to  defeat  this  bill;  and  until  when? 
Until  a  certain  thing  shall  transpire  ;  and  what 
is  that,  sir?  It  is  until  a  committee  shall  re- 
port on  the  right  of  a  Senator  to  a  seat  in  this 
body ;  it  has  l^en  for  that  purpose,  in  my  judg- 
ment, and  none  other.  Gentlemen  have  been 
seen  around  this  Chamber  button-holing  mem- 
hers  to  get  them  to  vote  for  an  amendment  in 
order  to  postpone  this  bill  until  certain  things 
shall  have  transpired;  I  have  witnessed  it 
myself. 

Now,  I  maintain  that  that  question  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this.  The  question  as  to  the 
election  of  a  Senator  who  claims  a  seat  here 
cannot  be  affected  by  this  bill,  whether  it  passes 
without  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  or  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana.  When  gentlemen  persistently 
will  attempt  to  amend  such  a  bill,  so  as  to  post- 
pone it,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  one  man 
and  affecting  nobody  else,  and  every  one  can 
•ee  that  that  is  the  effect  of  this  and  the  inten- 


282 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


DeceiLber  21, 


milHon  people  were  enga^^ecl  in  it,  because  thoj 
establisDed  a  government  with  its  president, 
congress,  legislatures,  and  all  civil  officers  of 
a  complete  government,  and  for  foar  long  years 
expelled  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  themselves  held  supreme  control  over  all 
their  territory ;  yea,  not  only  this,  bat  they  were 
able  and  did  invade  one  of  the  great  States  of 
die  North,  and  there  fought  battles  but  little 
excelled  in  the  world's  history.  Could  these 
people,  then,  with  their  government  de  facto j 
DC  guilty  of  treason?  Gould  eight  million 
people  be  guilty  of  treason?  If  so,  then  eight 
milnon  people  would  pay  the  penalty,  and  all, 
all  be  executed  on  the  scaffold  or  under  the 
guillotine.  Mankind  revolts  at  the  thought. 
The  savage  would  fall  back  aghast  at  the 
bloody  scene.  The  tvrant  of  the  Dark  Ages 
could  not  sleep  on  his  bloody  pillow.  The 
more  enlightened  of  the  Middle  Ages  would 
spurn  the  thought,  while  the  civilization  of  the 
nmeteenth  centary  would, with  acommon  voice, 
cry  aloud  arainst  the  barbarous  act,  and  expel 
from  all  enlightened  countries  the  Government 
which  would  so  far  forget  the  laws  of  nature 
and  humanity  as  to  perpetrate  a  deed  so  hor- 
rible and  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  mankind, 
and  so  repugnant  to  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
man.  This  view  the  United  States  entertained, 
hence  no  one  has  been  tried  or  executed  for 
treason. 

But  suppose  those  at  whom  this  law  was 
aimed  were  guilty  of  treason,  still  this  joint 
resolution  is  unconstitutional ;  for  view  it  how 
we  will,  it  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  Congress 
to  punish  for  treason  without  the  forms  pre 
scribed  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  article  three,  section  two, 
says: 

**  Tho  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  esses  of  impeaeh* 
ment,  shall  be  by  Joiy." 

Section  three: 

**  No  person  shftll  be  eonvieted  of  tressoa  nnlesi 
on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt 
act  or  on  confession  in  open  court." 

Now,  this  law  does  virtually  adjudge  the  sev- 
eral parties  guilty  of  treason,  without  indict^ 
ment,  without  trial,  and  without  specification 
of  any  overt  act.  Not  only  this,  but  it  affixes 
a  punishment  not  known  to  the  Constitution  or 
laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  without 
even  giving  notice  to  the  parties  intended  to  be 
affected  thereby.  Where  is  the  authority  or 
precedent  for  this?  None  can  be  produced, 
oecause  none  exists.  It  is,  therefore,  to  my 
mind,palpably  and  manifestly  unconstitutional, 
and  the  sooner  the  American  Congress  shall 
blot  it  from  its  statute  book  the  more  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government. 

Moreover,  this  law,  reversing  all  the  great  car- 
dinal  principles  of  legal  jurisprudence,  which 
assume  the  innocence  of  all  men  until  the  con- 
trary  appears,  actually  starts  out  with  the 
guilt  of  the  party,  and  requires  him  to  prove  a 
negative,  to  prove  that  he  was  not  guilty.  It 
requires  him  to  prove  that  he  opposed  the  re- 
bellion, and  that  he  was  distinctly  in  favor 
of  its  suppression.  It  requires  him  to  pruve 
an  impossibilitv.  For  if  perchance  a  citi- 
zen of  the  South — and  there  were  such — was 
opposed  to  the  rebellion  and  in  favor  of  its  sup- 
pression, is  it  to  be  presumed  that  he  would, 
in  the  midst  of  thousands  of  confederate  sol- 
diers, have  uttered  such  a  sentiment?  If  he 
had  been  the  only  Union  man  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, the  presumption  is  irresistible  that  he 
would  have  kept  such  sentiments  to  himself, 
and  therefore  cannot  prove  he  was  **  distinctly 
in  favor  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.'' 

The  said  joint  resolution  is  unconstitutional 

-^  in  another  point  of  view.    It  says : 

**  And  no  pardon  heretofore  granted,  or  hereafter 
to  be  granted,  shall  authorise  the  payment  of  sach 
account  until  this  resolution  is  modified  or  re- 
pealed." 

This  last  extract  shows  the  true  character 

of  the  law.    It  proves  Congress  regarded  the 

act  for  which  it  punished  in  the  nature  of  a 

criminal  eiTense,  else  why  provide  that  **  no 


pardon"  was  to  restore  those  brought  within 
Its  scope  ?  Neither  Congress  nor  the  President 
has  power  to  pardon  for  any  act  except  crim- 
inal, and  if  the  framers  of  this  resolation  had 
not  regarded  it  in  the  nature  of  a  criminid  law 
no  provision  would  have  been  made  against 
pardons.  This  being  conceded,  as  it  must  be, 
by  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution,  I  again 
hold  that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution 
in  this :  that  pardons,  when  unconditional,  are 
absolute,  and  restore  the  party  to  all  his  rights 
in  every  respect  as  he  exercised  and  enjoyed 
them  before  the  commission  of  the  supposed 
offense  for  which  he  was  pardoned.  It  makes 
him  a  new  man,  it  wipes  out  all  the  crime  and 
its  consequences*  attached  by  the  laws.  It 
places  him  in  the  same  situation  as  if  he  had 
been  regularly  tried  and  acquitted  by  a  jury 
of  his  country.  There  is  no  partial  relief  by 
an  unconditional  pardon ;  it  is  full,  and  not  by 
piecemeal.  To  sustain  this  position,  sir,  I 
D^  to  read  from  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  ex 
parte  Garland,  4  Wallace.  Mr.  Justice  Field, 
delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  says : 

**Tbe  ConstitatioD  provides  that  the  President 
shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for 
offenses  airaiDst  the  United  States,  except  in  cases 
of  impoachmeDt.  The  power  tbus  conferred  is  un- 
limited, with  the  excention  stated.  It  extends  to 
every  offense  known  to  the  law,  and  may  be  exereised 
at  any  time  after  its  commission.  This  power  of  the 
President  is  not  subject  to  legislative  control.  Con- 
gress can  neither  limit  the  effect  of  bis  pardon  nor 
exclude  f^m  its  exercise  any  class  of  offenders. 
The  benign  prerogative  of  mercy  reposed  in  him 
cannot  be  fettered  by  any  legislative  restrictions. 
When  the  pardon  is  fnll  it  releases  the  punishment 
and  blots  out  of  existence  the  gailt,  so  that  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  the  offender  is  as  innocent  as  if  he 
had  never  committed  the  offense.''  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
**It  removes  the  penalties  and  disabilities  and 
restores  him  to  all  his  civil  rights.'*   • 

Here  then,  sir,  is  the  plain,  clear,  and  on- 
equivocal  declaration  of^  the  Supreme  Court 
that  the  pardon  wipes  out  all  penalties  and 
restores  the  subject  to  all  his  former  rights^ 
and  that  Congress  has  no  rifht  to  abridge  or 
curtail  his  rights  thus  restored  by  reason  of  his 
pardon.  Yet  Congress  does,  in  the  face  of  this 
exposition  of  the  Constitution  by  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal  known  to  the  Government, 
declare  that  **  no  pardon  heretofore  or  here- 
after to  be  granted  shall  authorize  the  payment 
of  such  accounts,''  thus  setting  at  defiance 
the  Constitution  as  expounded  and  interpreted 
by  the  only  tribunal  authorized  to  do  so. 

The  Government  was  wisely  divided  into  three 
departments,  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  judicial  to 
pass  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  various 
acts  of  the  legislative  department.  It  is  the 
great  balance-wheel  of  the  Government,  in- 
tended by  its  framers  to  be  placed  above  passion 
and  the  excitements  of  the  hour.  Yes,  sir,  it  is 
even  placed  above  the  people,  the  source  of  all 
power,  in  order  that  at  least  one  of  the  three 
great  departments  should  sit  as  an  umpire  upon 
the  judgment  of  those  who,  however  honest, 
may  be  influenced  by  the  excitement  of  the  day 
to  do  great  national  wrong. 

Sir,  to  have  a  Government  we  all  love  and 
respect  we  must  have  a  power  to  pass  on  all 
disputed  questions — a  power  to  whoox  the  peo- 
ple can  look  with  reverence  and  respect; 
otherwise  we  have  no  fixed  laws  or  principle 
of  government.  If  the  legislative  department 
is  to  absorb  all  power,  and  absolutely  control 
its  coordinate  branches  of  the  Government, 
then  indeed  will  our  boasted  liberties*  be  but 
an  empty  name  and  a  burlesi^ne  on  repub- 
lican government.  Cardinal  principles  of  one 
Congress  will  be  upturned  ana  set  aside  by  the 
next,  thus  changing  the  construction  of  our 
Constitution  and  the  laws  professedly  made 
under  it,  as  the  varying  and  shifting  scenes  of 
party  may  produce  new  actors  upon  the  great 
stage  of  our  national  Legislature.  This  ought 
not  to  be.  Our  only  safety  is  in  quiet  and 
implicit  obedience  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  When  it  speaks  let  all  good 
citizens  submit,  and  execute  the  laws  as  it  ex- 
pounds them«  We  will  then  have  quiet,  peac«t 


SDod  order,  and  good  govenimeai.  Otherwise, 
isrespect  for  the  Government,  disorder,  dis- 
content, and  want  of  confidence  will  sorely 
follow. 

Did  Congress  respect  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred? I  think  not  That  decision  was  pro- 
nounced in  Decembw,  1866,  in  which  the  clear 
opinion  is  announced  that  pardon  works  fall 
restoration.  In  the  face  of  this,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1867,  Congress  passed  this  joint  reso- 
lution, saying  pardon  should  not  work  restora- 
tion of  all  rights.  So  we  find  Congress  over- 
riding the  law  of  the  Constitution  as  expound- 
ed by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  doubtless  made 
that  very  provision  in  consequence  of  and  to 
annul  tluit  decision. 

Not  only  this,  sir,  but  Congress  reaches  out 
its  strong  arm  and  grapples  the  executive 
department  of  the  Government  by  laying  down 
the  law  by  which  it  shall  be  governed  in  the 
payment  of  debts  which  it  contracted,  and  says 
to  it  in  effect,  *'  You  shall  not  execute  the 
law  as  it  was  when  you  made  these  contracts, 
nor  shall  you  execute  it  because  of  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  you  shall  be 
governed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  with- 
out regard  to  the  will  of  either  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government." 

Congress  thus  assumes  and  centralizes  the 
whole  Government  in  itself.  It  absorbs  the 
other  departments,  and  becomes  the  center 
and  whole  controlling  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, leaving  the  other  coikdinate  depart- 
ments to  carry  oat  its  will  and  execute  its 
orders. 

But  the  Treasury  Department  goes  a  step 
further.  It  requires  the  claimant  and  creditor 
to  take  an  oath  in  accordance  with  the  joint  res- 
olution, and,  in  addition,  to  produce  two  loyal 
witnesses  of  the  same  county  of  the  creditor, 
who  can  testify  that  they  knew  '*  he  conducted 
himself  during  the  late  rebellion  as  a  loyal  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States."  Let  us  now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  test  the  constitutionality  of  this  law 
and  the  oath  prescribed  in  conformity  with  it. 
The  Constitution  says : 

**  No  hill  of  attainder  or  ex  poti  feujto  lav  shall  ba 
passwl." 

A  '*  bill  of  atUinder  "  is  the  attempt  of  the 
Legislature  to  punish  oersons  without  the  in- 
tervention of  trial  by  the  courts.  It  takes  oo 
itself  both  the  functions  of  the  law-making 
power  and  the  judiciary.  It  pronounces  the 
party  guilty,  without  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard,  and  wholly  disregards  a  trial  be- 
fore any  proper  tribunal,  but  assumes  his  guilt, 
and  by  its  test-oaths  and  otherwise  punishes 
without  trial.  This  obnoxious  practice  had 
obtained  in  England,  and  it  was  the  object  of 
our  forefathers  to  avoid  it  here  and  forever 
prevent  such  laws  from  being  enacted.  The 
bill  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  enacted 
that-— 

**AU  persons  whioh  be  or  hereafter  have  been 
eomforters,  abettors,  partakers,  oonf«d  orates,  or 
adherents.  Ac.."  •  •  •  •  "shall  sUnd 
and  be  attainted,  adjudged,  and  oohvieted  of  trea- 
son." 

So,  bv  an  act  of  Parliament,  the  £ar1  of 
Clarendon,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  was  for- 
ever banished  the  realm.  It  was  with  a  fall 
knowledge  of  the  acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment that  the  framers  of  our  admirable  form 
of  government  provided  that  "  no  bill  of  at- 
tainder" shoula  ever  be  passed.  The  object 
was  to  prevent  Congress  tirom  doing  what  the 
British  Parliament  had  done,  punish  without 
trial,  and  by  classes  as  well  as  individuals. 
Therefore  the  Constitution  provided  that  trials 
for  crime  should  be  by  jury.  Such  legisla- 
tion and  power  were  considered  incompatible 
with  a  republican  form  of  government  and 
the  free  institutions  guarantied  by  our  organic 
law ;  hence  the  authors  of  our  Constitntion 
provided  against  the  recurrence  of  the  sots  of 
the  mother  country. 

I  shall  now  show,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  referred  to,  that 
said  joint  resolution,  and  the  oath  prescribed 
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an  engineer  of  the  United  States,  whose  sole 
duty  while  so  detailed  shall  be  to  plan  and 
superintend  the  construction,  repair,  and  pres- 
ervation of  all  the  levees  which  shall  be  placed 
under  the  management  of  the  company  oy  the 
bill,  or  by  virtue  of  arrangements  with  the  sev- 
eral States,  or  with  individuals,  and  bis  plans 
and  directions  are  to  be  followed  by  the  com- 
5)any. 

The  company  is  required  to  have  a  domicile 
in  each  of  the  States  where  there  are  levees 
under  its  control ;  and  it  may  be  sued  upon  its 
contracts  and  for  its  torts  in  the  State  where 
tlie  injured  part^  resides,  so  that  the  people 
may  not  be  required  to  go  beyond  their  States 
to  assert  their  rights. 

The  bill  specially  provides  for  the  building 
of  one  levee  and  telegraph  line,  and  does  not 
contemplate  Government  aid  for  any  other. 
This  levee  is  situated  within  three  States,  and 
is  fully  one  half  of  all  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
it  will  constitute  the  main  protection  against 
overflow  for  three  fourths  of  all  the  alluvial 
bottom  lands,  and  the  accomplishment  of  this 
will  be  all  that  the  Government  ought  to  do. 
The  States  interested  can  bear  the  burden  of 
doin^  the  balance  without  severe  taxation. 
No  direct  advantage  will  be  derived  by  Ken- 
tucky,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi  in  lessening 
their  expenses,  but  Louisiana  and  Arkansas 
will  still  have  as  much  to  do  in  building  levees 
on  the  tributary  rivers,  and  in  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  main  levee,  as  the  other 
States  will  have  in  the  construction,  repair,  and 
preservation  of  all  their  levees.  There  will  be 
a  general  advantage  to  all  these  States  arising 
from  the  conception  and  adoption  of  the  best 
and  a  uniform  system,  which,  if  properly  exe- 
cuted, will  cause  the  plan  of  levees,  as  a  means 
of  protection,  to  be  a  practical  certainty ;  and 
as  It  is  hoped  the  company  will  be  responsible 
and  efficient,  and  one  which  can  perform  all 
the  work  of  construction,  repair,  and  preserva- 
tion, less  expensively  than  it  can  be  done  other- 
wise ;  the  States  or  individuals  whose  duty  it  is 
to  keep  up  the  levees  will  place  all  their  woric 
in  their  hands.  Hence  it  is  provided  that  con- 
tracts may  be  made  with  the  States  or  indi- 
viduals upon  such  terms  and  for  such  consid- 
eration as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

The  Statel  are  not  interfered  with,  but  the 

f tower  is  expressly  reserved  to  thera  to  fix  the 
lability  of  the  company  in  cases  of  overflow, 
and  to  prescribe  the  remedies  for  the  injured 
persons.  The  right  of  way  for  the  levees  and 
the  railway  is  to  be  acquired  in  conformitv  to 
State  laws,  and  the  company  is  prohibited  m>m 
acquiring  any  levee  or  the  ground  on  which  it 
may  be  situated  any  Airther  than  may  be  neces- 
sary for  levee  purposes,  and  when  the  charter 
of  the  company  shall  be  declared  forfeited  in 
the  manner  pointed  out,  the  levees  are  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  States  to  be  used  or  disposed 
of  as  they  shall  direct. 

The  bill  srants  a  subsidy  in  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $16,000  per  mile.  The  precise  ag- 
gregate amount  to  be  thus  granted  no  one  can 
at  Uiis  time  state,  but  it  will  not  vary  much 
from  eighteen  million  dollars,  being  a  sum  as 
nearly  as  can  be  estimated  adequate  for  the 
construction  of  the  levee  and  line  of  telegraph. 
The  bonds  are  tobe  issued  in  installments  as  the 
work  progresses,  and  after  a  board  of  inspect 
ors,  composed  of  disinterested  citizens  ot  the 
United  States  resident  in  the  States  interested 
in  the  levees,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  shall  certify  that  the  levee  is 
constructed  according  to  the  plans  and  direc- 
tion of  the  engineer,  and  the  engineer  is  re- 
quired to  see  that  it  shall  be  of  sufficient  height 
and  strength  to  prevent  inundation.  Further- 
more it  is  provided  that  the  bonds  issued  be- 
fore the  work  is  completed  shall  be  void  in 
the  hands  of  everybody  until  the  whole  shall  be 
accomplished.  Uence  the  company  cannot  do 
the  cheaper  part,  obtain  their  bonds,  and  then 
abandon  the  proiect.  The  company  cannot 
complain  of  this,  because  the  bonds  are  issued 
as  the  work  progresses 


Subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  company 
cannot  be  received  except  upon  payment  of  ten 
per  cent.,  and  certificates  of  stock  cannot  be* 
issued  until  the  full  amount  of  the  subscription 
has  been  paid,  so  that  trashy  stocks  cannot  be 
put  upon  the  market  to  swindle  and  defraud 
the  public.  It  was  designed,  in  drawing  the 
bill,  to  make  the  enterprise  a  genuine  one,  and 
of  value  to  the  people,  without  defrauding  the 
Government,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  the 
company,  in  carrying  out  the  whole  scheme,  aa 
opportunity  to  obtain  a  reasonable  remunera- 
tion. The  subject  is  too  great  to  be  loosely 
managed,  and  the  interests  involved  are  so 
momentous  that  the  capitalists  of  the  country 
to  be  especially  benefited  must  invest  in  the 
project  and  be  satisfied  with  fiiir  compensa- 
tion. 

It  maybe  asked,  why  not  donate  this  money 
directly  to  the  States  ?  I  answer  that  the  States 
have  souandered  too  much  already  upon  ill- 
ad  visea  plans  and  upon  speculative  contractors. 
Under  Government  supervision  works  are  too 
apt  to  be  expensively  and  defectively  con- 
structed. This  is  a  common  experience,  and 
nowhere  has  it  been  more  grievous  than  in  the 
States  where  levees  have  been  built  under 
Government  auspices.  X  am  not  tenacious 
about  any  particular  plan,  but  shall  cheerfully 
and  earnestly  support  any  that  shall  seem  to  be 
the  besty  ana  especially  such  a  one  as  shall 
be  most  acceptable  to  Gongresa.  But  any  plan 
that  does  not  embody  liberal  assistance  trom 
the  Government,  at  this  time  especially,  will  be 
of  little  practical  value. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  man  can  appreciate  more 
fully  than  I  do  the  arduous  labors  to  be  per- 
formed by  those  of  us  who  represent  the  States 
eituated  in  the  lower  Mississippi  valley  in 
obtaining  Government  aid  for  onr  levees. 
Many  objections  must  be  encountered  and 
overcome.  In  this  opening  presentation  of 
the  subject,  it  must  not  be  expected  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  anticipate  and  answer  all  that 
may  be  interposed.  But  some,  I  think,  I  may 
anticipate  and  dispose  of. 

I  already  hear  it  said,  as  has  been  said 
many  times  before,  that  levees  will  not  afford 
the  protection  necessary;  that  there  are  other 
less  expensive  and  more  efficient  methods  of_ 
avoiding  inundation.  This,  however,  is  no 
new  idea ;  for  I  have  heard  of  sages  who,  hav- 
ing taken  a  short  steamboat  ride  upon  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  have  formed  such  convictions, 
based  upon  arguments  as  vapid  as  their  observ- 
ations were  cursory. 

I  hear  also  the  strict  eonstmotionists  inter- 
pose the  objecttoo  of  want  of  constitutional 
power,  when  the  very  spirit  which  pervades 
the  Constitution  conveys  the  idea  that  it  was 
formed  and  is  to  be  administered  to  promote 
the  general  welfiftre. 

I  know,  too,  that  in  the  presence  of  this 
proposition  the  national  purse* strings  will 
be  strengthened  and  tightened — ^that  the 
bondholders  will  make  haste  to  examine  the 
latest  foreign  and  domestic  bond  quotations, 
and  the  Treasury  Department  will  calculate 
how  much  longer  it  will  take  to  pay  off  an 
addition  of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  at  the 
rate  of  $150,000,000  per  annum. 

I  see,  also,  the  selfish  and  miserly  shrug  their 
shoulders  and  assume  looks  of  astonishment, 
and  local  interests  and  prejudices  put  on  the 
face  of  indifference,  while  many  thousands  of 
our  fellow-citizens  are  making  preparations  to 
fly,  before  an  inundation  they  are  powerless 
to  successfully  resist,  from  a  soil  more  fertile 
than  that  in  the  ancient  valley  of  the  Nile, 
and  the  cultivation  of  which  will  contribute 
immensely  to  the  wealth  and  happiness  of  the 
nation. 

But  those  who  have  investigated  and  are 
interested  in  this  question  are  not  to  be 
deterred  by  these  formidable  obstacles.  They 
only  ask  a  candid  and  careful  consideration  of 
the  subject  by  the  Congress  and  the  people, 
and  they  will  then  contentedly  abide  by  the 
result  which  may  be  attained. 


Whether  levees  are  the  proper  means  to  be 
employed  to  prevent  overflow  ought  not  at 
this  late  day  to  be  a  controverted  point.  The 
Nile,  the  Volga,  and  other  rivers  have  been 
successfully  diked  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
Holland  in  large  part  has  been  reclaimed  from 
the  sea  by  the  same  means.  This  plan  has 
been  successful  as  to  the  very  river  in  aues- 
tion  for  a  century.  If  it  has  ever  proved  de- 
fective, faults  in  the  system  or  negligence  in 
execution  have  been  the  causes.  If  preced  en ts 
and  experience  are  to  have  weight  the  plan  of 
levees,  as  superior  to  all  others,  ought  to  have 
been  declared  Hare  decisis  long  ago.  To  pre- 
cedents and  experience  we  may  add  philoso- 
phy and  science.  This  subject  has  been  made 
a  patient  and  long-continued  study  by  many 
of  onr  most  learned  and  practical  engineers, 
and  I  challenge  denial  of  the  assertion  that 
among  such  there  is  no  division  of  opinion. 
All  concur  in  the  opinion  that  levees  are  the 
least  expensive  and  most  sensiUe  and  effective 
means  of  reclaiming  and  preserving  this  sec- 
tion of  our  country. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  was  at- 
tracted to  this  aebject  several  years  ago,  and 
so  much  interest  was  felt  that  a  learned  com- 
mission was  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  it.  That  investigiition  was  the  work  of 
years,  and  combined  arduous  and  persistent 
labors  with  the  highest  scientific  attainment 
and  greatest  scope  of  mind.  No  subject  of  a 
similar  character  has  ever  been  so  exhaust- 
ively considered  in  this  country.  The  report 
has  been  published  bv  the  Government,  and 
has  become  a  text-book  for  engineers  and  men 
of  science.  The  subject  of  levees  is  there  pre- 
sented philosophically  and  practically,  and 
every  otner  plan  is  exploded  and  all  objections 
to  this  annihilated.  The  practices  under  sim- 
ilar conditions  and  the  arguments  in  that  report 
ought  to  put  an  end  to  cavil  and  remove  every 
doubt  The  Jinale  of  the  whole  matter  is  thus 
stated: 

**  The  prMsding  ditonssloD  of  tbe  different  plans 
of  proieetion  has  heen  eo  elaborate,  and  the  ooncla- 
sioDS  adopted  have  been  so  well  established  that 
little  remains  to  be  said  under  the  head  of  recom- 
mendations. It  has  heen  demonstrated  that  no 
advantage  •  can  be  derived  either  from  diverting 
tributaries  or  constnioting  resenroirs,  and  that  the 
plan  of  cut-offs  and  of  new  or  enlarged  outlets  to 
the  Gulf  are  too  costly  and  too  dangerons  to  be  at- 
tempted. The  plan  of  levees,  on  the  contrary,  whic^ 
has  always  recommended  itself  by  its  simplicity  and 
direct  repayment  of  investment  may  be  relied  upon 
for  protecting  all  alluvial  bottom  lands  liable  to  in- 
undation below  Cape  Girardeau.  The  works,  it  is 
true,  will  be  extensive  and  costly,  and  will  exaet 
more  unity  of  action  than  has  thus  far  been  attained. 
The  recent  legislation  of  Mississippi  in  organising 
a  judicious  SUte  system  of  operations,  however, 
shows  that  the  necessity  of  more  concert  is  beginning 
to  be  understood.  When  each  of  the  other  States 
adopts  a  similar  plan,  and  all  unite  in  .a  general 
system  of  pro»«ctton  of  each  part  the  alluvial  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  may  be  protected  against  inunda- 
tion." 

If  an;^  doubt  exists  upon  this  point  I  com- 
mend mm  in  whose  mind  such  doubt  rests  to 
a  thorough  study  of  the  report  of  General 
Humphreys  upon  **tbe  physics  and  hydrau- 
lics of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  the  alluvial  region  from  overflow.*' 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  that  levees  are 
not  only  practical  and  necessary,  but  that  con- 
cert of  action  is  requisite  to  mdte  the  protec- 
tion a  certainty. 

Dismissing  this  point,  I  shall  address  myself 
to  the  question  of  constitutional  power  to  enact 
this  bill.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  subiect  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  anticipate  aft  the 
technical  and  captious  objections  that  may 
bo  urged.  It  has  grown  to  be  a  habit,  if  not 
a  disease,  of  some  minds  to  meet  a  legislative 
measure  with  the  stunning  objection  of  uncon- 
stitutionality. It  matters  little  whether  the 
measure  be  to  enlarge  the  liberties  or  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  the  people,  the  same 
opposition  is  interposed.  Sometimes  I  have 
thought  that  it  was  really  a  fact  that  the  fathers 
made  the  Constitution  with  the  sole  view  of 
seeing  how  completelv  power  could  be  dented 
to  a  people  to  do  good  to  themselves,  and  bow 
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five  tbousand  million  dollars.  N^rly  ninety 
million  bales  have  been  produced  in  the  last 
thirty  years,  and  for  four  years  of  that  time 
there  was  almost  a  hiatus  in  its  cultivation. 
As  I  do  not  believe  in  any  monarchical  insti- 
tution, I  do  not  think  ** cotton  is  king;''  but  I 
do  regard  it  as  a  very  useful  servant — one, 
indeea,  which  is  almost  indispensable.  We 
have  suffered  much  from  adverse  balances  of 
trade,  which  have  been  paid  off  with  the  coin 
and  bullion  of  the  country.  Deduct  from  our 
ezportations  the  single  item  of  cotton  for 
twenty  years  last  past,  and  see  how  the  bal- 
ances against  us  will  foot  up. 

Take  this  item  out  and  the  nation  would  be 
compelled  to  go  into  bankruptcy,  or  turn  half 
our  population  into  quarrying  and  crushing 
quartz  rock  to  obtain  the  means  to  meet  our 
liabilities.  At  times  many  of  our  people  have 
gone  wild  on  the  subject  of  gold  mining,  and 
our  wealth  in  precious  metals  has  been  pa- 
raded and  extolled,  as  if  no  Onancial  mishap 
could  betake  us  so  long  as  we  possessed  this 
resource ;  yet  in  the  iMt  twenty  years  cotton 
alone  has  enriched  us  more  than  four  times  as 
much  as  the  gold  and  silver  mines,  in  its  con* 
tributions  to  commerce  and  in  meeting  the 
demand  for  foreign  exchange,  and  immeasur- 
ably more  has  it  promoted  the*coro forts  of  the 
human  family.  These  facta,  so  briefly  stated, 
are  sufficient  to  justify  the  legislation  which  I 
have  proposed.  But  there  are  others  equally 
potent  to  influence  our  action. 

Are  you  aware,  sir,  that  for  a  considerable 
period  of  the  year  the  people  east  ef  the  river 
cannot  hold  communication  with  those  on  the 
other  side,  unless  inundation  is  prevented; 
that  for  more  than  a  thousand  miles  commerce 
and  the  mail  service  are  interrupted  ;  that  the 
river  for  much  of  that  distance  cannot  be  ap- 
proached by  railroads  or  wagon-roads;  and 
that  if  the  trans- Mississippi  country  is  invaded 
men  and  munitions  cannot  be  sent  to  expel  the 
invaders,  except  under  great  disadvantages  and 
delay?  Such  are  the  facts,  and  is  not  the 
avoidance  of  all  these  worthy  of  liberal  na- 
tional aid? 

The  time  has  come  when  we  must  begin 
to  consider,  not  the  propriety  but  the  necessity 
of  a  more  thorough  and  systematic  cultivation 
of  our  agricultural  lands.  We  have  been  intent 
on  colonizing,  and  in  skimming  over  the  sur- 
face, until  the  duty  to  organize  and  institute 
n^ore  thoroughness  stares  us  in  the  face. 
Some  people  may  be  astonished  to  hear  that 
there  is  comparatively  little  public  land  re- 
maining which  is  desirable  tor  agricultural, 
purposes.  I  make  the  assertion,  and  challenge 
successful  contradiction.  We  shall  need  **more 
room  ''  sooner  thau  we  anticipate,  unless  we 
commence  the  reclamation  and  cultivation  of 
the  good  soils  which  have  been  left  behind  in 
our  race  to  find  the  western  terminus.  Already 
the  tide  of  emigration  has  been  brought  to  a 
halt  by  the  waters  of  the  Pacific,  and  we  shall 
soon  see  it  eddying  backward  ana  filling  up  the 
country  over  which  it  has  glided  so  hurriedly. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  is  such  that 
it  is  deemed  both  benevolent  and  economical 
to  present  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers. 
The  public  lands  are  as  much  the  property  of 
the  nation  as  the  public  moneys.  I  am  un- 
able to  mark  the  distinction  between  giving 
lands  to  the  people  and  in  appropriating  the 
money  to  reclaim  or  create  lands  for  them. 
The  protection  of  the  alluvial  bottom  lands 
against  inundation  is  creating  lands  for  the 
people* s  occupation  and  cultivation. 

Sir,  my  education  and  sentiments  have  ever 
bsen  adverse  to  sectional  ideas  and  prejudices. 
Justice  and  fair  dealing,  however,  in  a  popular 
form  of  government  demand  that  the  blessings 
of  the  Qovernment  should  be  dispensed  with 
due  reference  to  the  principle  of  equality  to- 
ward all  sections.  Anteiior  to  the  war  the 
politicians  and  statesmen  of  the  South  unfor- 
tunately applied  their  great  capacities  in  con- 

itraiing  popular  sentiment  upon  one  idea, 
"ih  they  deemed  most  essential  to  the  wel- 


fare of  their  section,  and  in  the  use  of  the 
power  thus  acquired  they  showed  great  strategic 
abilities.  The  subject  of  material  development 
was  neglected,  while  the  politicians  and  states- 
men of  the  North  applied  themselves  with 
creditable  zeal  to  advance  the  material  welfare 
of  their  people  by  means  of  Government  aid. 

In  this  condition  of  things  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  the  North  outatripped  the  South  in  the 
race  for  wealth.  If,  on  examination,  it  is  dis- 
covered that  the  beneficence  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  more  bountifully  bestowed  upon 
one  section  than  upon  another  it  would  be  but 
the  expression  of  a  kindly  and  fraternal  senti- 
ment to  seek  an  opportunity  upon  a  merito- 
rious case  to  make  that  beneficence  equal,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

Appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  riv- 
ers and  harbors  began  in  1824.  Since  that  time 
upward  of  thirty- two  million  dollars  have  been 
given  for  these  works.  The  South  had  more 
sea-coast  than  all  other  parts  of  the  eoantry 
before  our  territory  was  enlarged  by  the  acqui- 
sition of  our  Pacific  possessions ;  and  now,  in 
number  and  magnitude,  her  rivers  exoeed  those 
of  all  other  sections.  Her  productions  attracted 
commerce  to  her  shores,  and  her  territory  com- 
prised full  one  half  the  Republic.  Yet,  from 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of 
rivers  and  harbors,  the  northern  States  obtained 
more  than  twenty-seven  million  dollars,  and 
the  South  less  than  five  million  dollars. 

The  same  advantage  seems  to  have  been 
secured  in  the  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings. From  the  beginning  of  the  Government 
to  July  1,  1871,  the  northern  States  received 
upward  of  twenty-three  million  dollars,  and 
the  South  eight  and  a  quarter  mtUioa.  All 
the  Slates  south  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Ohio 
and  Missouri  are  classed  as  southern  States. 
The  sums  given  the  Territories  and  District  of 
Columbia  are  not  taken  into  the  account. 
When  we  reach  the  subiect  of  lands  donated  to 
railroad  companies  the  disparity  is  even  greater. 

The  northern  States  have  had  in  round  num- 
bers one  hundred  and  forty  mi'Jion  acres,  and 
thoso  of  the  South  less  than  thirty  seven  mil- 
lion, Missouri  bein|^  classed  with  the  South  ; 
and  included  in  this  quantity  of  land  are  all 
the  grants  which  were  made  before,  and  which 
lapsed  during  the  war  by  limitation,  onlv  a 
few  of  which  have  since  been  revived.  This 
statement  embraces  all  the  lands  donated 
to  the  several  Pacific  railroads,  counting  the 
Texas  Pacific  with  the  South,  and  of  course 
it  does  not  include  the  $64,000,000  in  United 
States  bonds  which  were  given  to  the  Union 
and  Central  Pacific  companies. 

It  is  true  the  northern  States  contain  a 

S eater  population,  and  contribute  more  to 
e  revenues,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the 
superior  Government  beneficence  of  which 
they  have  been  the  recipients.  Estimating 
the  lands  as  of  equal  value,  and  at  $1  25  per 
acre,  and  including  the  $04,000,000  in  bonds, 
the  subsidies  granted  to  northern  companies 
aggregate  $239,000,000,  and  those  granted  to 
the  South  amount  to  but  $46,250,000,  and 
from  this  sum  should  be  deducted  the  value 
of  the  lapsed  grants,  which  I  have  not  the 
means  of  estimating. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  made  a  presentation 
of  these  statistical  facts  with  any  design  of 
exciting  sectional  prejudices,  or  to  canse  a  feel- 
ing to  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
South  that  they  have  been  wronged,  but  to 
appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  and  to  the  princi- 
ple of  an  equal  distribution  of  blessings  which 
ou^ht  to  actuate  every  American  heart,  and 
which,  I  am  confident,  will  sooner  or  later 
dominate  in  all  our  public  actions,  and  because 
I  feel  that  there  is  no  present  subject  more 
entitled  to  call  forth  the  exercise  of  these  high 
motives  than  the  one  which  I  am  presenting 
for  your  consideration. 

It  has  been  a  national  misfortune  that  the 
idea^  and  purposes  of  the  people  of  the  two 
sections  have  been  so  widely  and  so  bitterly 
divergent    The  events  of  the  last  decade  have  I 


swept  away  differences  in  sentimenta  aaweU 
as  in  institutions.  On  political  and  material 
questions  the  national  mind  is  rapid  I  v  becoming 
homogeneous.  The  day  is  at  hand  when  all 
will  act  unitedly,  and  the  people  of  the  Sonth 
will  enter  upon  a  career  in  which  they  will 
emulate  the  North  in  every  great  and  good 
work.  Their  money  and  energies  will  be  cheer- 
fully applied  to  a  restoration  of  the  country 
from  its  existing  prostration.  I  have  made  an 
exhibit  of  their  poverty  and  their  great  needs 
that  considerate  minds  may  have  a  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumstances  which  will  induce  favor- 
able action  in  their  behalfl 

The  Government  has  done  many  great  and 
noble  actions  to  promote  national  prosperity. 
But  none  are  greater  than  this  which  we  ask. 
The  Congress  has  donated  to  private  corpora- 
tions for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Omaha  to  San  Francisco,  a  distance  of  nine- 
teen hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  $100,000,000 
in  bonds  and  lands.  No  one  will  underrate  the 
greaAneaaof  this  act.  We  ask  leas  than  twenty 
million  dollars  to  build  a  levee  about  eleven 
hundred  miles,  which  will  reclaim  and  preserve 
forever  twenty  million  acres  of  the  choicest  land 
of  earth,  and  which  will  remove  grievous  ob- 
structions to  domestic  commerce  and  inter- 
,  communication.  I  aver  it,  except  in  the  idea 
'  of  a  thoroughfare  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  the 
facilities  to  divert  Asiatic  trade  to  and  across 
our  countrv,  the  building  of  the  levees  will  be 
of  more  value  to  the  nation  than  the  construc- 
tion of  a  Pacific  railroad.  The  twenty  millioB 
acres  of  alluvial  bottom  lands  contain  more 
wealth  thaji  a  strip  of  country  two  hundred 
miles  in  width  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the 
Pacific  ocean. 

In  the  proposition  under  consideration  you 
are  shown  an  enterprise  which  will  add  abund- 
antly to  the  national  wealth,  and  which  will 
put  money  into  the  Treasury — a  project  which 
will  keep  busy  the  spindles  of  New  England, 
which  will  furnish  a  market  for  the  coal  and 
iron  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  the  cereals  of 
the  great  Northwest,  and  which  will  supply 
freight  to  the  common  carrier,  and  exchanges 
for  international  trade.  It  will  cheapen  the 
shirt  upon  every  man's  back,  and  the  sugar 
that  sweetens  his  coffee^  Upon  these  reclaimed 
lands  a  dense  population  will  grow  rich  from 
honest  industry,  and  when  an  occasion  is  pre- 
sented it  will  be  demonstrated  that  in  the  very 
center  of  the  oontinent  will  be  found  thegreat- 
est  strength  and  power  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  addressed  the  House.  [His 
remarks  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.  ] 

MSS8A0B  FROM  TUB  8KNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  communi- 
cated to  the  House  by  Mr.  Gorham ,  its  Sec- 
retary, announcing  that  the  Senate,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Vice  President,  had  chosen 
Hon.  Henrt  B.  Akthont,  a  Senator  from  the 
Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  to 
print  extra  copies  of  the  President's  message, 
and  accompanying  documents,  relating  to  civil 
service  reform. 

MKSSAQB  FROM  TUB  PRB81DXNT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Portbb,  his  Private  Secretary. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Although  the  order  of  the 
House  is  that  no  business  shall  be  transacted 
by  the  House  to*day,  I  do  not  think  there  can 
be  any  objection  to  giving  permission  to  have 
the  message  priated  which  has  just  been  re- 
ceived. I  unaerstand  that  it  is  in  reply  to  a 
request  of  thtf  House  for  information  in  regard 
to  affairs  in  Cuba.  I  would  desire  to  have  this 
message  presented  to  the  House  and  an  order 
made  for  its  printing,  if  there  be  no  objection. 
The  House  will  adjourn  to-day  for  more  than 
two  weeks,  and  if  no  order  be  made  it  cannot 
go  to  the  Public  Printer  until  the  Houae  sbaii 
again  meet. 
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ibey  honestly  beliered  that  the  party  in  power 
were  the  enemies  of  their  interests,  and  that 
their  slave  property  was  in  danger,  they  did 
notliing  more  than  all  other  people  who  rebel 
against  their  Government  do  when  they  rebel, 
because  they  believe  their  interests  are  in 
danger.  I  cannot  conceive,  then,  how  it  is 
that. we  can  expect  that  peopW  ever  to  view 
the  rebellion  in  any  other  lieht  than  as  being 
right  in  its  incipiency  and  ^rooghout  all  its 
stages.  If  they  believed  that  slavery  was  no 
moral  crime  in  itself,  if  they  believed  that  the 
institution  of  slavery  was  compatible  with  divine 
law  as  well  as  with  the  political  laws  of  the 
land,  if  they  believed  it  was  no  offense  against 
God  or  man  to  hold  slaves,  and  if  they  believed 
honestly  that  their  slave  property  was  in  dan- 
ger,  I  say  that  their  consciences  never  can  be 
brought  to  the  point  where  they  can  say  they 
did  wrong  in  waging  rebellion  against  the 
United  States  Government 

I  make  these  remarks  rather  in  reply  to 
those  which  are  freauently  made  that  the 
southern  people  should  come  back  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  kneel  down,  as  it  were,  at  our  feet 
and  ask  for  forgiveness  for  the  wrong  that  they 
have  done.  That,  sir,  involves  the  very  ques- 
tion of  their  honest  purpose  and  intention  at 
the  beginning  of  the  rebellion.  If  they  believe 
that  they  were  rigl^  thejr  will  never  come  back 
and  say  that  they  committed  a  wrong  in  going 
into  rebellion  against  the  Government.  The 
men  who  went  into  tiie  rebellion  and  the  men 
who  prosecuted  it  with  arms  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, believing  that  they  were  right,  were 
just  as  honest  in  their  purposes  and  .inten- 
tions, and  their  consciences  just  as  free  from 
wrong  and  crime,  as  the  consciences  of  those 
who  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  the  Union 
believing  they  were  right  and  waged  the  war 
to  suppress  the  rebellion.  Until  tne  mind  is 
convicted  of  wrong  the  conscience  cannot  have 
any  reBection  with  reference  to  that  which  is 
held  to  be  wrong  by  others.  People  must  be 
tnught  to  know  what  wron^  is  before  they  can 
feel  any  compunctions  ot  conscience.  The 
man  who  feels  that  slavery  was  right  can  never 
have  any  such  compunciions  with  reference  to 
the  institution  of  slavery.  Was  slavery,  then, 
right? 

This  question  can  only  be  of  importance  to 
those  who  believe  slavery  wrong  in  the  abstract 
and  without  divine  sanction  or  recognition. 
For  the  consideration  of  all  such  I  submit  the 
following  from  the  Bible: 

When  Lot,  Abraham's  brother,  was  cap- 
tured at  the  battle  of  the  Kings,  in  the  valley 
of  Siddim,  ii  ts  said : 

**And  when  Abraham  heard  that  his  brother  was 
taken  eaptive,  he  armed  his  trained  serrants,  born 
in  bis  own  house,  three  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
pursued  them  unto  Dan."  —  OenetU,  chapter  14, 
verse  14. 

Again,  when  Sarah  had  dealt  hardiv  with 
Haear,  her  servant,  and  Hagar  had  leu,  it  is 
raid  that  an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  and 
said  unto  her : 

"Return  to  thy  mistress,  and  submit  thyself  under 
her  hands.' *~(7eiM«t«,  chapter  16,  vorse  9. 

Again,  we  have  the  following  as  a  law  given 
to  the  Israelites : 

'*  Both  thy  bondmen,  and  thy  bondmaids,  which 
thou  shalt  nave,  shall  be  of  the  heathen  that  are 
round  about  you,  of  them  shall  ye  buy  bondmen  and 
bondmaids.  Sforeover,  of  the  children  of  thestran- 

gers  that  do  soionrn  among  yon,  of  them  shall  ye 
uy,  and  of  their  families  that  are  with  vou,  which 
they  begat  in  your  land:  and  they  shall  be  your 
poBseajion.  And  ye  shall  take  them  as  an  inherit- 
ance for  your  children  after  you,  to  inherit  tbem 
for  a  possession;  they  shall  be  your  bondmen  tor- 
ever.*  — XctnVictw,  chapter  25,  verses  44,  45,  and  46. 

And  upon  this  subject  we  further  6nd  that 
not  only  strangers  could  be  bought  and  made 
slaves  of,  under  what  we  call  the  Jewish  econ- 
omy, but  the  Israelites  themselves  could  be 
sold  into  slavery,  and  when  thus  sold  they 
were  compelled  to  serve  until  the  jubilee  next 
succeeding  their  enslavement;  and  even  then, 
in  certain  cases,  if  they  did  not  wish  to  leave 
their  masters,  holes  were  bored  through  their 


ears  and  they  were  made  slaves  forever.  (Ex- 
odus, chapter  26,  verse  1-6.) 

In  addition  to  that,  we  find  in  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures  many  injunctions  to  ser- 
vants to  obey  their  masters,  and  to  masters  to 
be  kind  to  their  servants.  And  we  have  a 
notable  instance  in  the  case  of  Paul  returning 
Onesimns,  an  escaped  slave,  to  his  master 
again.     (Kpistle  of  Paul  to  Philemon.) 

Now,  if  there  is  one  fact  clear  to  my  mind 
it  is  that  the  Scriptures  recognize  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  And  the  only  difference  be* 
tween  myself  and  many  of  those  who  are  advo- 
cates of  the  institution  is,  that  I  never  have 
believed,  I  do  not  believe  now,  and  I  never  ex- 
pect to  believe,  that  the  slavery  of  the  Bible 
IS  confined  to  any  particular  race,  black  or 
white;  I  believe  it  is  general ;  and  the  idea  that 
the  black  people  of  this  country  were  slaves 
because  of  a  curse  pronounced  upon  their  fore- 
fathers, I  never  could  tolerate.  Now,  while 
that  is  true,  it  is  nevertheless  the  fact  that  the 
Old  and  New  Testament  Scriptures  do  recog- 
nise the  institution  of  slavery. 

Then,  not  only  did  the  southern  people  have 
the  custom  of  their  forefathers,  not  only  did 
they  have  the  fact  that  every  State  in  this 
Union  at  one  time,  save  one.  tolerated 
slavery  before  them,  but  they  had  the  sanc- 
tion of  divine  Writ  for  the  institation  they 
then  held  and  had  in  their  midst. 

Now,  I  hold  that  slavery,  having  the  sanc- 
tion not  only  of  divine  but  of  political  law,  it 
was  a  question  with  that  people  to  determine 
whether  their  rights  were  jeopardized ;  and, 
relying  upon  that  great  law  of  self-defense  and 
the  right  of  revolution  that  all  people  adhere 
to,  it  was  for  them  to  determine  when  they 
should  exercise  it.  This  they  did,  honestly, 
as  I  believe  ;  but,  as  I  also  believe,  without 
just  cause.  Their  bravery,  and  the  sacrifices 
they  made,  attest  their  honesty  and  sincerity. 
Should  not  these  facts  mitigate  their  offense 
and  soften  our  feelings  toward  them  ? 

It  is  said  by  some  that  they  cannot  sit  in  the 
councils  of  tne  nation  with  such  great  rebels 
and  traitors  as  Jefferson  Davis,  Breckinridge, 
Toombs,  and  others.  I  cannot  see  upon  what 
this  is  founded.  It  looks  to  me  more  like  a 
matter  of  prejudice  and  passion  than  anything 
else.  I  cannot  see  how  we  can  make  a  law 
admitting  into  this  House  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  treason  against  the  Government,  and 
refuse  admittance  to  Jefferson  Davis,  Breck- 
inridge, Toombs,  and  others.  I  cannot  see  by 
what  process  of  reasoning  or  logic  such  a  con- 
clusion can  be  reached,  or  upon  what  it  is 
based.  If  one  is  guilty  of  treason  so  are  the 
others,  and  vet  such  men  are  admitted  to  this 
floor  by  the  oozen.  This  shows  that  it  cannot  be 
a  question  of  principle,  but  of  prejudice,  that 
prompts  to  such  a  course. 

I  well  remember  the  great  respect  and  re- 
gard entertained  for  Robert  B.  Lee  at  the  close 
of  the  rebellion  by  the  Union  element  of  the 
country,  and  even  by  the  soldiers  who  had 
fought  under  the  Union  flag.  I  well  know 
how,  even  to  this  day,  they  as  it  were  cherish 
the  memory  of  Stonewall  Jackson.  Yet,  while 
Robert  E.  Lee,  with  his  artillery  and  machinery 
of  war,  destroyed  the  lives  of  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  our  Union  soldiers,  Jefferson  Davis 
was  sitting  as  a  civil  officer  at  the  head  of  his 
government,  and  never,  perhaps,  destroyed  the 
life  of  one.  So  with  Stonewall  Jackson — a 
man  than  whom  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  our 
Army  wonld  rather  have  met  anv  other.  Yet 
these  men  can  be  respected  and  appreciated 
while  Davis,  Breckinridge,  Toombs,  and  others 
are  derided  and  denounced  because  they  hap- 
pened to  hold  civil  positions  in  the  rebel  gov- 
ernment. 

Who  was  the  more  dangerous  to  the  rebel- 
lion, Lincoln  as  civil  magistrate,  or  Grant  as 
the  commander  of  the  Union  Army  ? 

If  we  look  at  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  if 
we  look  at  the  offense  that  was  committed,  if 
we  look  at  the  injury  done  to  our  people  and 
our  Government,  if  we  look  at  the  great  ex*  I 


pense  entailed  upon  our  Government  and  Ae 
destruction  to  our  soldiery  by  Robert  £.  Lee 
and  those  who  fought  under  him,  it  appears 
to  me  his  crime,  as  compared  with  that  of  JeflTer- 
son  Davis,  Breckinridge,  and  Toombs  is  as  a 
mountain  to  a  mole  hill.  Yet  those  who  were 
in  arms  against  the  Government  and  doing  as 
the  greatest  injury  we  can  take  to  our  embrace 
and  surround  with  our  sympathies,  while  we 
repulse  and  drive  from  our  presence  those  who 
were  the  civil  functionaries  of  the  confederate 
government.  I  cannot  see  any  reason  for  ibis 
distinction  and  discrimination ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  parties  here  will  unite  before  the 
close  of  the  sessioa  and  pass  a  bill  wiping  oat 
all  distinction  on  account  of  the  rebellion,  and 
making  **  all  men  equal  before  the  law. ' '  Then, 
Mr.  Speaker,  we  shall  have  a  republican  Gov- 
ernment in  form,  and  the  grand  mission  of., 
those  who  have  enlisted  under  the  banner  of 
**  freedom  and  the  equality  of  all  men  before 
the  law''  will  have  been  consummated. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  had  not  expected  to  say  anything  n|K>o  this 
occasion ;  but  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  senti- 
ments which  have  fallen  from  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Blaie]  shall  go  to  the  House  and  the 
country  as  a  reflection  of  the  views  of  any  class 
of  people  in  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  pari 
to  represent.  I  do  not  believe,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  in  the  great  State  of  Missouri — a  &tate 
that  was  torn  to  tatters  by  the  rebellion,  a 
State  which  has  required  the  efforts  of  aa  ena- 
getic  and  determined  people  to  place  it  again 
on  the  road  to  peace  and  prosperity — I  do  not 
believe  there  is  in  that  State  to-day  more  than 
one  man  who  would  be  willing  to  avow  upon  the 
floor  of  the  A  merican  Congress  sentimenta  such 
as  have  fallen  from  my  colleague  to-day,  and 
I  believe  that  one  man  is  the  distingniahed 
gentleman  who  has  just  addressed  yoa.  You 
cannot  go  to  either  the  Democratic  or  Repub- 
lican party  of  that  State  to-day  and  find  any 
man  who  is  willing  to  stand  before  the  coontry 
and  the  world  and  justify  the  enormity,  the 
crime,  the  degradation  and  wickedness  con- 
nected with  the  system  of  American  slavery 
as  it  existed  before  the  war.  Y^t  we  find  the 
gentleman  here  to-day  going  back  even  to  Holy 
Writ  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  the  system 
of  slavery  which  existed  here. 

Why,  I  thought  that  the  partjr  with  whom 
he  has  lately  commenced  to  act' were  asking 
us  on  this  side  of  the  House  that  we  should 
forget  all  these  things.     We  have  tried  to  for- 
^t  them.     We  are  forfetting  them,  except- 
ing the  lingering  remains  of  crime,  which  are 
the  legitimate  outgrowth  of  that  institution  of 
slavery.   There  is  no  other  man  in  this  Honse. 
whether  he  sits  on  that  side  or  this,  who  would 
think  for  a  moment  of  justifying  human  slavery 
as  it  was  in  America,  justifying  an  institution 
which  was    anomalous  as  connected  with  a 
Government  which  proclaimed  itself  to  be  a 
Government  instituted  for  the  protection  of 
the  rights  of  all  men — a  Government  founded 
upon  that  immortal  principle  which  declared 
all   men  were   free  and   equal.      Why,   both 
political  parties  in  this  country,  as  1  under- 
stand it,    are  willing  to  acknowledge,    they 
are  daily  acknowledging,   that    slavery  was 
a  crime,  that  it  was  a  great  wickedness,  that 
it  did  so  warp  and  degenerate  and  draw  aside 
from  the  path  of  duty  the  minds  of  the  south- 
ern people  as  to  place  them  in  direct  hostil- 
ity to  our  Government.    They  all    concede 
that,  aad  the  gentleman  is  the  first  member 
of  this  House  who  has  been  willing  to  put 
himself  upon   the  record  as  justifying  that 
institation  of  slavery  ;  or,  to  put  it  as  mildly 
as  possible,  of  apologizing  for  it. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  this  sentiment 
which  is  most  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  my 
State,  though  it  grated  so  harshly  on  the  ears  of 
the  members  of  this  House  when  it  was  uttered 
by  the  gentleman.  He  asks  the  question,  waa 
it  any  greater  crime  for  Americans  to  rebel  in 
this  country  against  the  Ainerican  Government 
than  for  our  forefathers  to  «ebel  against  the 
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we  maj  occasionally  hear  the  charge  hurled  at 
it  thai  it  is  illiberal  and  prescriptive  and  tyran- 
nical and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  there  is  not 
a  party  whose  acts  have  been  recorded  upon 
the  pages  of  the  world's  history  that  has  deeds 
of  charity  and  forgiveness  and  kindness  writ- 
ten upon  its  record  in  such  burning  letters  of 
light  as  the  Republican  party  of  this  nation 
has.  It  is  a  pftrty  of  charity  and  a  party  of 
forgiveness.  Tell  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  govern- 
ment under  the  sun  which,  after  men  had  re- 
belled without  cause,  without  a  decent  pre- 
text, without  any  justification  in  the  world, 
and  afler  they  haa  caused  ruin  and  destruction 
and  devastation  such  as  was  witnessed  upon 
every  hand  at  the  close  of  this  war  in  1865 — 
tell  me  of  a  government  that  would  have  dealt 
so  lightly  with  the  leaders  of  that  rebellion  as 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  control  of  the  Republican  party,  has  done. 

Almost  every  demand  that  nas  been  made 
by  those  men  who  were  in  the  rebellion  has 
been  complied  with  by  this  party.  They  came 
np  here  after  the  war,  asking  that  they  should 
be  recognized.  The  Republican  party  said 
there  was  one  condition-precedent,  which  was 
that  we  must  have  guarantees  that  they  would 
no  more  liil  the  hand  of  revolt  against  the 
Government.  The  Republican  party  said  to 
them,  **  You  must  insure  protection  to  life,  lib- 
erty, and  property  to  every  citizen  in  your 
section  of  the  country,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest. ''  When  those  things  were  guarantied, 
those  States  were  admitted  to  representation 
in  this  House  and  in  the  Senate.  When  that 
was  done  it  was  believed  that  time  would 
heal  the  harshness  that  had  been  left  by  the 
rebellion. 

But  what  do  we  witness  to-day  ?  An  attempt 
is  being  made  in  some  localities  of  the  very 
region  of  country  that  was  in  revolt  against 
the  Government  to  do  what?  To  protect  life, 
liberty,  and  property?  No,  sir;  but  to  crush 
out  of  existence  men  whose  only  crimes  seem 
to  be  that  they  are  black,  and  are  loyal  to  the 
Government.  This  question  can  no  longer  be 
one  of  controversy.  The  matter  has  come  up 
in  the  courts  of  the  country,  where  facts  have 
been  developed  that  ought  to  cause  the  cheek 
of  every  honest  man  to  blush  for  shame  that 
such  infamous  conduct  should  be  practiced 
under  a  Government  pledged  to  the  protection 
of  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen. 

The  fact  that  there  are  men  banded  together 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  rights  of 
others  in  the  southern  States,  oecause  they  do 
not  agree  with  them  in  political  sentiments, 
is  no  longer  a  mooted  question.  The  wonder- 
ful and  astonishing  thing  is  that  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  justify  such  conduct.  Who- 
ever heard  of  an  attempt  to  iustify  murder 
because  the  victim  may  be  said  to  have  com- 
mitted some  crime?  Why  should  these  name- 
less crimes  in  the  southern  States  be  excused 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done  here? 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  necessity  of 
general  amnesty.  Sir,  this  House  at  it  last 
session  passed  a  bill,  for  which  I  together 
with  a  great  majoritv  of  the  Republicans  in 
this  House  voted,  and  which  went  over  to  the 
other  House,  from  whose  provisions  are  ex- 
cluded only  about  one  thousand  men  in  all  the 
United  States.  A  stranger  in  this  land,  unac- 
quainted with  the  rights  which  all  citizens  en- 
joy under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  several  States,  would  understand  from 
the  remarks  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Blaia]  that 
men  were  terribly  oppressed  here;  that  in 
some  sections  of  the  country  they  were  deprived 
of  their  rights  as  citizens.  There  is  not  a  State 
in  this  Union,  except  perhaps  there  may  be 
one,  where  any  man  is  disfranchised,  where 
every  man  has  not  the  right  to  vote,  unless  he 
is  a  criminal  and  disfranchised  by  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court.  They  all  have  equal  rights 
in  that  respect.  The  man  who  bared  his  bosom 
in  the  cause  of  his  country,  together  with  the 
man  who  raised  his  arm  against  that  country. 


both  alike  can  go  to  the  polls  and  vote.     Is 
there  no  charity,  no  kindness  in  that? 

And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  that  was 
not  granted  by  this  Government  because  the 
loyal  people  of  these  States  did  not  believe 
that  rebellion  was  a  crime.  No,  sir ;  it  was 
simply  granted  as  an  act  of  charity,  and  in  the 
hope  that  those  who  received  that  charity 
would  be  able  to  appreciate  that  act  of  gen- 
erosity and  kindness,  and  would  be  willing  in 
the  future  to  stand  side  by  side  with  every 
good  citizen  for  the  protection  and  security  of 
the  Government  of  the  whole  country.  That 
is  why  that  right  was  granted  to  them,  notwith- 
standing the  great  crime  they  had  committed. 

Now,  who  are  those  who  are  not  included  in 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  of  amnesty  passed 
by  the  House  at  its  last  session  ?  They  are  the 
men  who  brought  ruin  upon  the  southern  States 
and  desolated  them ;  the  men  who  caused  them 
to  be  laid  waste,  who  caused  the  residence  of 
the  planter  to  be  lighted  up  with  the  torch  of 
the  incendiary,  who  caused  the  lurid  light  of 
war  to  glimmer  upon  every  mountain-top,  on 
every  hill-side,  in  every  vsllev  in  the  southern 
States.  They  are  the  men  who,  in  1861,  stood 
np  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and,  as  they  pre- 
pared  to  leave  the  Hall,  said  the^  would  have 
a  Government  to  suit  their  selnsh  purposes, 
and,  holding  up  their  white  handKerchiefs, 
boasted  that  their  efforts  to  do  so  would  not 
cause  blood  enough  to  flow  to  stain  them. 
Those  are  the  men  who  to-day,  through  the 
mouth  of  the  gentleman  here,  are  asking  that 
we  should  deal  liberally  with  them. 

Sir,  the  Republican  party  of  this  country 
has  no  feeling  of  unkindnoss  for  the  people  of 
the  South.  The  Republican  party  knows  no 
section,  neither  North  nor  South,  neither  East 
nor  West.  It  is  the  only  tmly  national  party 
that  has  ever  existed  in  the  history  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Its  advocates,  and  those  who  believe 
in  its  principles,  can  be  found  among  the  ever- 
glades of  Florida  as  well  as  amid  the  snow- 
capped regions  of  Alaska;  they  are  every- 
where. The  Republican  party  is  national  in 
its  character.  It  has  no  feeling  of  unkind- 
ness  toward  the  people  of  the  South  who  were 
drawn  by  their  leaders  into  rebellion.  Every 
step  they  have  taken  to  bind  np  the  bleeding 
wounds  of  this  nation  and  to  heal  the  differ- 
ences of  the  past  has  been  characterized  by 
kindness,  and  forbearance,  and  forgiveness. 

I  know  we  hear  it  said  that  the  Congress  of 
the  nation  has  been  guilty  of  harsh  legislation ; 
but  I  ask,  has  Congress,  in  its  efforts  to  heal 
divisions  and  cement  the  people  more  closely 
together,  ever  passed  a  law  that  was  not 
intended  for  the  protection  of  the  innocent 
against  the  efforts  of  the  guilty  to  deprive 
them  of  their  rights?  Then  why  should  men, 
if  they  are  guiltless,  if  they  have  not  imbrued 
their  hands  in  the  innocent  blood  of  those  men 
who  were  lately  emancipated,  characterize  our 
conduct  as  a  party  by  those  harsh  and  oppro- 
brious terms  which  they  are  constantly  hurl- 
ing against  us?  I  can  say  to  gentlemen  upon 
the  other  side  that  the  Republican  party  of  this 
country  will  go  as  far  as  themselves  toward 
enfranchisement  or  anything  else,  if  yon  can 
satisfy  them  that  the  country  is  perfectly  secure 
and  that  by  such  a  measure  the  harmony  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation  are  to  be  promoted. 
But  It  does  not  look  well  for  gentlemen  to  stand 
up  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
iT nited  States  and  plead  for  a  man  who  but  a 
few  short  months  ago  proclaimed  to  the  south- 
ern people,  who  were  becoming  quiet  and  peace- 
able once  more,  that  their  cause — **the  lost 
cause,''  the  cause  of  treason,  the  cause  of 
those  who  sought  to  tear  down  the  Govern- 
ment— was  not  dead,  but  only  sleeping. 

I  do  not  believe  the  time  has  quite  come  yet 
that  a  man  of  that  kind  should  be  permitted 
to  stand  side  by  side  as  the  peer  of  Charles 
Sumner  in  the  American  Senate.  I  do  not 
believe,  for  one,  that  the  time  has  quite  come 
for  any  such  thing  as  that;  but  I  will  go  as  far 


as  any  one  toward  giving  enfranchisement  and 
all  the  rights  men  can  enjoy  under  this  Gov- 
emment  to  the  masses  of  the  people  of  the 
southern  States,  to  the  men  who  are  willing  to 
recognize  the  fact  that  we  are  living  under  s 
new  order  of  things ;  that  a  new  era  has  dawned 
on  the  country,  an  era  where  liberty  is  the  role 
and  despotism  and  slavery  the  exceptions. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  say  to  my  friends 
on. the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  that  it  seems 
to  me,  when  they  are  advocating  the  rights 
of  the  South,  when  they  are  advocating  the 
claims  of  the  southern  people,  there  are  many 
things  which  they  are  neglecting  here— not 
intentionally,  of  course.  There  is  a  work  of 
reconstruction  which  can  eo  on  yet,  and  which 
can  bring  about  peace  andharmony  to  a  greater 
extent  than  has  yet  been  permitted,  and  that 
is,  for  them  to  seek  to  develop  the  resoarcetof 
the  fertile  country  they  may  have  the  honor  to 
represent  There  is  some  disposition  in  some 
localities  of  the  country  to  keep  oat  capital 
and  'enterprise,  because  they  may  happen  to 
come  from  some  other  section.  This  is  sorely 
wrong.  This  work  of  reconstruction  will  be 
only  fully  consummated,  will  be  only  fnlly 
carried  out,  entire  peace,  security,  and  happi- 
ness will  only  reign,  when  commerce  shall 
carry  its  good  work  into  those  States,  and  when 
capital  and  enterprise  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  shall  be  invited  among  them.  Itseems 
to  me  this  is  the  most  practical  work  that  gen- 
tlemen from  that  section  of  the  country  coald 
devote  themselves  to. 

And  let  me  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Be- 

fmblican  party  does  not  believe  that  the  rebel- 
ion  was  not  a  crime.  It  has  sought  to  brand 
it  as  a  crime.  It  has  sought  to  place  its  infamy 
where  it  can  be  read  by  him  who  runs.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  willing  to  go  as  far  as  the 
safety  and  security  of  the  country  and  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  will 
warrant  it,  in  granting  amnesty  to  these  lead- 
ers. It  is  now  only  the  leaders  who  are  ex- 
cepted, not  the  masses  of  the  people  who  were 
dragooned  into  this  thing.  We  know  that 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  them  were  not 
conscious  of  what  they  were  doing.  The  He- 
publican  party  has  recognized  that.  All  their 
misconduct  has  been  obliterated,  in  a  legal 
point  of  view  at  least.  It  is  only  the  leaders, 
the  men  who  persuaded  them  into  it,  and  soon 
there  will  only  be  a  few,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, of  those  who  remain.  I  think  we  have 
gone  as  far  for  the  peace  of  the  country  in 
that  direction  as  we  ought  to  go  at  this  time. 
No  man  asks  these  men,  the  Bepohlican 
party  ha^  not  asked  them,  to  get  down  on  their 
knees  and  ask  forgiveness.  The  gentleman  is 
mistaken  if  he  thinks  the  party  with  which  be  has 
heretofore  acted  has  ever  asked  at  the  hands 
of  these  men  any  such  thing ;  but  it  is  asked. 
it  is  demanded  at  their  hands,  that  they  shall 
assist  in  guarantying  the  rights  of  all  men, 
no  matter  who  they  may  be.  Until  they  show 
a  willingness  and  disposition  to  do  that,  until 
they  show  a  willingness  and  disposition  to 
recognize  the  rights  of  colored  men  in  those 
States,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  white  men,  I 
think  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ought 
to  deny  to  these  men  equal  rights  in  this  Govern- 
ment. I  believe  that  to  be  the  sentiment  of 
the  people  in  my  State.  I  do  not  believe  the 
people  of  the  great  State  of  Missoari  to-day 
would  vote  for  anv  such  measure  as  the  gentle- 
man has  proposed.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
any  reflection  of  their  sentiments  when  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  claim  that  the  Bepohlican 
party,  being  the  dominant  party  of  the  nation, 
IS  cruel,  unjust,  illiberal, and  prescriptive,  when 
it  fails  to  recognize  the  fact  that  ^^^^p^?, 
Davis,  and  Toombs,  and  Stephens,  and  si' 
these  men,  are  entitled  to  the  rights  of  all  other 
citizens.  There  ought  to  be  some  distinction 
somewhere. 

Gentlemen  say  we  admire  these  men  who 
fought  a^inst  the  Government.  We  may  ad- 
mire their  courage,  bnt  we  hate  their  cnmei 
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close  of  General  Fremont's  campaign  against  Jack- 
son, in  June.  1862.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  tenor  of  the  instructions  relative  to  General 
ScHimz's  command,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the 
corps  was  at  once  orsanized.  veteran  officers  were 
displaced,  and  he  was  immediately  placed  in  com- 
mand of  a  division.  He  continaed  in  the  army, 
f participating  in  the  battles  of  Ball  Run,  Chancel- 
orsville,  and  Gettysburg,  without  manifesting  any 
striking  evidences  of  military  genius.  Of  this, 
however,  we  do  not  now  propose  to  speak,  for  it  is 
already  a  part  of  our  military  history.  At  the  close 
of  the  war.  instead  of  being  at  once  mustered  out, 
M  other  officers  of  far  superior  ability  and  more 
efficient  service  were,  he  again  made  use  of  his 
alleged  influence  with  the  German  element  to  con- 
tinue in  commiraion  for  a  considerable  time  after 
there  was  any  use  for  him. 

"  In  1866  ScHTTRZ  went  to  Detroit  as  the  editor  of 
the  Post*  where^  however,  he  by  no  means  favorably 
distinguished  himself.  His  next  move  was  to  Mis- 
souri, which,  he  imagined,  offers  a  most  promising 
field  for  his  versatile  talent.  There  he  assumed  the 
leadership  of  the  extreme  Radicals,  himself  a  Radical 
of  the  most  prescriptive  type.  Mr.  Henderson,  a  true 
Ryppublican.  and  a  man  of  many  sterling  Qualities, 
was  representing  Missouri  in  the  Senate,  and  Sghubz 
at  once  determined  to  succeed  him.  To  accomplish 
this,  it  was  necessary  to  defame  Mr.  Henderson  be- 
fore the  people  of  Missouri,  and  destroy  their  con- 
fidence in  him.  For  this  task  General  Schube  was 
peculiarly  fitted,  and  he  succeeded  thoroughly  in  the 
enterprise.  Henderson  was  denounced  as  too  liberal 
toward  the  rebel  citizens,  which  at  that  time  was 
enough  to  condemn  him  before  his  constituents. 
Henderson  withdrew  from  the  canvass,  and  the  con- 
test was  between  General  Sohurz  and  Mr.  Loan,  and 
each  strove  to  'out-radical'  the  other,  in  which 
strife  SoHUBZ  won,  and  was  elected  as  the  represent- 
ative of  the  fiercest  Radicalism  of  the  State. 

**  Secure  in  his  seat,  he  at  once  began  to  court  the 
more  liberal  element  in  the  State,  and  succeeded  so 
far  as  to  bring  about  the  election  of  General  Blaib  to 
the  Senate,  and  to  effect  a  thorough  demoraliiation 
of  the  party  in  the  State. 

**  In  1868  General  ScHintz  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Chicago  convention,  and  wentthere  with  rcTolntion- 
ary  intent.  He  was  considerably  mollified  by  being 
chosen  as  temporary  chairman  of  the  convention, 
the  duties  of  which  he  managed  to  discharge  in  an 
apparently  satisfactory  manner,  by  the  aid  of  two 
prompters  well  versed  in  pariiamentary  rules  and 
the  usages  of  conventions. 

"General  ScHUBzhas  much  to  say  about  the  re- 
form of  the  civil  service,  the  character  of  the  Prmi- 
dent's  appointments,  nepotism,  Sco.  Let  us  see  what 
hfs  own  conduct  has  been  toward  further  corrupting 
that  service. 

"In  the  early  days  of  the  President's  term  Mr. 
ScHUBZ  was  one  of  the  most  persistent  bores  in  Wash- 
ington for  appointments  in  the  civil  service.  Nor  was 
he  at  all  careful  as  to  the  character  and  qualification 
of  the  men  whom  he  pressed  for  appointment.  In 
one  notable  case  he  advocated  the  cause  of  a  citi- 
len  of  Missouri,  who  had  neither  social  nor  political 
standing,  for  a  foreiprn  mission.  He  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  Executive  Mansion,  and  through  much 
importunity  he  was  finally  successful.  The  name 
was  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  Schurz  had  a  free  field 
to  button-bole  his  colleagues  in  favor  of  the  con- 
firmation of  his  frietid.  In  the  course  of  the  struggle 
pending  the  confirmation  all  the  disgraceful  instru- 
mentality of  ScHUBZ  in  favor  of  the  appointment 
and  confirmation  was  fully  revealed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committeeon  Foreign  Relations— his  offensive 
and  long'continued  boring  of  the  President  for  the 
appointment,  his  labors  with  individual  Senators, 
and  the  utter  unfitness  of  the  man  for  the  place. 

"Seldom  or  ever  before  was  so  persistent  an  effort 
made  by  a  Senator  to  foist  upon  the  country  a  man 
totally  unfit  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  great  posi- 
tion. General  Sohxti^z  might  ornament  one  or  his 
eloquent  lectures  on  civil  service  reform  in  a  most 
entertaining  manner  by  giving  a  detailed  history 
of  the  case  we  have  referred  to,  and  by  telling  his 
audience  the  consideration  Which  prompted  him  to 
press  an  unfit  appointment  so  strongly  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  his  people,  and  to  the  neglect  of  the 
more  deserving  friends  in  his  State,  to  whom  he  was 
directly  indebted  for  his  election.  One  instance,  to 
illustrate  his  practice  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  relatives  to  office,  and  we  will  have  done 
with  the  subject  for  the  present.  General  Schorz 
pressed  upon  the  President  the  appointment  of  his 
brother- in-law.  Mr.  Jnssen,  as  collector  of  the  Chi- 
cago district,  the  most  remunerative  office  in  the 
revenue  service;  and  he  was  appointed,  and  enjoyed 
the  emoluments  of  the  office  for  about  two  years. 
He  was  appointed  simply  because  General  Schubz 
asked  it.  and  Sohubz  asked  it  simply  because  Jussen 
was  his  brother-in-law. 

"We  have  said  enough  to  convince  any  one  of 
General  Sohvbz's  fitness  to  appear  in  the  field  as  a 
champion  of  civil  service  reform.  In  politics  he 
belongs  to  the  extreme  revolutionary  type  of  some 
European  societies.  He  now  seeks  to  destroy  an 
Administration  Which  he  has  fought  in  vain  to 
corrupt." 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  artidei  in  the 
first  place  because  the  paper  which  published  it 
is  reputed  to  be  the  special  metropolitan  organ 
of  the  national  Administration,  and  in  the  sec- 
ond place  because  this  attempt  forms  part  of  a 
systematic  warfare  which  has  been  carried  on 
for  some  time  on  some  members  of  this  body, 


the  paper  having  recently  announced  that  it  is 
going  to  continue  its  attacks.  I  shall  so  over 
these  charges  one  by  one  and  exhibit  them  in 
their  true  light. 

First;  it  is  asserted  that  in  1859  I  was  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Wisconsin, 
spurned  the  nomination  contemptnouslv,  and 
refused  to  support  the  ticket  nominated  oy  the 
convention.  That  I  declined  the  nomination  la 
true,  although  certainly  without  contempt ;  but 
the  other  charge  is  a  falsehood.  I  not  only 
did  not  refuse  to  sapport  the  ticket  nominated 
by  the  Republican  convention,  but,  after  hav- 
ing rendered  some  aid  in  a  campaign  in  Min- 
nesota which  elevated  my  friend  from  that 
State  [Mr.  Ramsey]  to  the  Oovemorshin  in 
1859,  I  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  spent  three 
weeks  in  canvassing  the  State  for  the  then 
nominee  for  Governor,  the  late  Postmaster 
General,  Governor  Randall,  having  several 
joint  debates  with  the  Democratic  (candidate 
for  the  Governorship. 

And  I  wish  to  say,  in  connection  with  this, 
that  another  slander,  scattered  abroad  by  the 
New  York  Times  and  several  other  papers, 
that  I  had  actively  used  my  influence  against 
the  election  of  Mr.  Washburn,  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Governor  in  Wisconsin  last  fall, 
and  in  promotion  of  the  interests  of  his  oppo- 
nent, Mr.  Doolittle,  is  equidly  false  in  every 
sense. 

The  second  charge  is  that  in  the  national  cam- 
paign of  i860  I  refused  to  make  any  speeches 
unless  I  was  paid  $250  a  week,  and  then  an 
additional  sum  by  the  local  committees  varying 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  dollars  for  each  speech. 
This  is  a  falsehood  again.  I  commenced  can- 
vassing the  United  States  in  that  campaign  on 
the  Ist  of  July,  having  already  made  several 
speeches  previously,  and  continued  till  the  day 
of  election,  the  6th  of  November,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  ten  days,  when  I  was  utterly 
broken  down  by  fatigue  and  had  to  take  some 
rest.  I  spoke  in  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Hli- 
noifl,  Missouri,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Connecticut, 
traveled  a  great  many  thousands  of  miles,  and 
made,  if  I  remember  con^ctly,  between  one 
hundred  and  sixty  and  One  hundred  and  seventy 
speeches ;  and  when  I  had  returned  home  from 
toose  labors  I  found  that  all  the  compensation 
I  had  received  from  committeos  fell  quite  per- 
ceptibly short  of  my  actual  expenses,  railroad 
fare  and  those  incidental  outlays  connected 
with  traveling  of  that  nature. 

Moreover,  having  given  myself  entirely  up 
to  the  labors  of  the  campaign,  completely  neg- 
lecting my  private  afifairs,  I  found  myself 
surrounded  by  disagreeable  embarrassments, 
which  resulted  finally  in  painful  sacrifices,  and 
if  I  had  received  omy  one  fifth  part  of  what 
the  Times  charges  me  with,  I  should  have 
overcome  those  embarrassments  easily.  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  however — and  I  refer  to  this 
because  mention  has  been  made  of  this  subiect 
in  debate  in  the  Senate — that,  as  a  prudent 
man,  I  ought  to  have  done  something  like  that 
which  the  Times  charged  upon  me,  although, 
of  course,  in  a  more  moderate  degree;  for  1 
believe  that  gentlemen  may  be  expected  to  go 
out  at  their  own  expense,  and  make  a  speech 
now  and  then  in  promotion  of  apolitical  cause ; 
but  when  they  are  called  upon  to  go  fVom  cam- 
paign into  campaign  year  after  yeaf,  for  sev- 
eral months  at  a  time,  utterly  neglecting  their 
private  affairs,  giving  themselves  wholly  up  to 
the  work,  unless  they  are  entirely  independent 
in  fortune  they  cannot  afford  to  do  so  without 
reimbursement  and  compensation.  I  will  say 
further,  that  in  a  few  subsequent  campaigns, 
when  lists  of  appointments  covering  weeks  and 
months  were  sent  to  me,  I  did  to  some  extent 
protect  myself  in  that  respect,  in  a  moderate 
way,  however,  while  in  other  campaigns  I  neg- 
lected, even  after  my  previous  experiences,  to 
look  after  my  private  interests. 

Moved  by  curiosity,  after  having  read  the 
Times's  article,  I  undertook  to  figure  up  how 
much  time  I  had  spent  in  public  speaking  for 


the  Republican  cause  since  1856,  and  I  found 
it  to  be  from  seventy  to  seventy-two  weeks,  or 
about  a  vear  and  ^ve  months ;  and  adding  up 
also  all  that  1  received  from  committees  dur- 
ing that  whole  time,  I  find  that  it  amounts 
in  the  aggregate  to  less  than  a  popular  lec- 
turer will  earn  in  three  weeks. 

I  mention  this  subject  merely,  although  it  is 
a  very  humiliating  one,  because  it  shows  the 
meanness  of  the  warfare  which  is  cairied  on 
against  certain  members  of  this  body.  It  ishu 
miliating,  I  say,  to  make  sach  a  statement ;  but 
it  is  still  more  humiliating  that  a  paper,  the 
organ  of  an  administration  which  stands  at  the 
head  of  a  party  that  has  been  built  up  in  its 
power  gradually  and  laboriously  by  just  such 
labors  as  those  in  which  I,  with  many  others, 
was  engaged,  should  make  such  explanations 
necessary. 

The  third  charge  is,  that  when  I  returned 
from  the  Spanish  mission  I  asked  from  Mr. 
Lincoln  a  major  general's  commission  in  the 
Army  and  threatened  him  if  he  would  not  give 
it.  This  is  a  falsehood  again.  I  did  not  ask 
of  him  a  major  generaVs  commission  when  I 
resigned  the  Spanish  mission,  but  be  offered 
me  a  brigadiers  commission.  The  assertion 
which  I  find  in  this  article,  in  quotation  marks, 
that  I  threatened  I  would  at  once  ''  withdraw 
my  two  hundred  thousand  Germans  and  oppose 
the  Administration,"  is  so  supremely  ridicu- 
lous, it  is  so  childish  an  absurdity^  that  I  do 
not  think  it  requires  any  serious  comment. 

The  next  charge  is,  that,  going  to  Missouri,  I 
assumed  at  once  the  leadership  of  the  extreme 
Radicals,  myself  a  Radical  of  the  most  pro- 
scriptive  type.  This  is  a  falsehood  again,  for 
it  is  well  known  that  in  the  national  conven- 
tion of  1868  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  the 
resolution  in  favor  of  a  general  amnesty. 

The  next  charge  is,  that  I  took  it  upon  my- 
self to  defame  Mr.  Henderson  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  and  to  destroy  their  confidence 
in  him  so  that  I  might  be  elected  to  the  Sen- 
ate. This  is  a  fhlsehood  again,  and  it  is  welt 
known  that  Mr.  Henderson's  defeat  at  that 
time  was  owing  to  his  attitude  in  the  impeach- 
ment trial,  as  the  public  mind  then  stood. 

The  next  charge  is,  that  in  18681  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Chicago  convention  '^and  went 
there  with  revolutionary  intent."  What  that 
means  I  do  not  know  exactly ;  but  one  thing 
I  do  know:  that  for  my  action  in  that  conven- 
tion I  was  highly  praised  by  the  New  York 
Times. 

The  next  chaige  is,  that  in  the  early  days  of 
the  President's  term  I  was  ''one  of  the  most 
persistent  bores  in  Washington  for  appoint^ 
ments  in  the  civil  service. ' '  If  that  were  true, 
then  the  President  must  have  had  a  particular 
liking  for  being  bored,  for  I  remember  very 
well  a  time  during  the  earlydays  of  the  Admin- 
istration when  1  met  him  outside  of  the  White 
House  and  he  asked  me  very  kindly  why  I  did 
not  come  to  visit  him  more  frequently. 

It  is  further  stated  that  in  one  notable  case 
I  advocated  the  cause  of  a  citizen  of  Missouri 
for  a  prominent  position  who  was  entirely 
incompetent  and  unfit  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  a  great  position.  I  suppose  mis  reters  to 
the  case  of  General  Pile,  who,  having  t>een 
a  member  of  Congress,  was  first  presented 
for  the  post  office  at  St  LouiR,  then  for  the 
pension  agency  at  St.  Louis,  by  the  delega- 
tion from  Missouri,  then  nominated  for  the  mis- 
sion to  Venezuela,  and  then  nominated  for  the 
mission  to  Brazil,  when  the  Senate  declined 
to  confirm  his  appointment.  I  did,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  support  Mr.  Pile  for  some  of  these 
nominations.  I  did  it  with  the  delegation 
from  the  State  of  Missouri  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  members;  I  think  only  one. 
Being  a  youn^  Senator,  I  had  indulged  some- 
what in  the  idea  that  it  was  to  some  extent 
proper  to  take  care  of  constituents.  When 
the  Times  says  that  this  is  one  of  the  caaet 
which  in  my  '*  eloquent  lectures  on  civil 
service  reform"  I  might  mention  ^  ind  (nve 
a  detailed  history  of  them,  I  begyto  say  uiat 
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performed  by  the  weighen,  gsagen.  and  moMiiren 
of  merohanaiBe  at  said  port.  And  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  makesaeh  regulations  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  provis- 


ions. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  compensation  of  the  appraiser, 
asf^istant  appraisers,  and  other  officers  and  emRloyes 
in  the  appraisers'  department,  at  the  port  of  New 
York,  shall  hereafter  be  as  follows : 

For  the  appraiser,  $10,000  per  annum. 

JB*or  each  of  the  assistant  appraisers,  $5,000  per 
annum. 

For  each  of  the  exasLlners,  not  to  exoaed  $3,000 
per  annum. 

For  each  of  the  clerks  in  taid  office,  who  may  be 
designated  chief  clerks,  not  to  exceed  $2,500  per 
annum. 

For  clerks,  yeriflers,  and  samplaiVi  not  to  exceed 
$1,500  per  annum  to  each. 

For  messenger,  $900  per  annum. 

For  openers  and  packers,  three  dollars  per  diem: 
Protnded,  That  the  assistant  appraisers,  examiners, 
clerks,  verifiers,  samplers,  messengers,  and  openers 
and  i>aokers  employed  in  said  department  shall  be 
appointed  and  their  salariM  fixed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  nomination  and  recommcQd- 
ation  of  the  appraiser. 

Skc.  4.  That  the  collector  at  New  Tork shall  detail 
a  storekeeper,  and  such  number  of  clerks  and  other 
employes  us  may,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
be  deemed  necessary  to  perform  the  duty  of  receiv- 
ing packages  designatedrorexaminationat  the  public 
stores.and  of  delivering  the  same  after  examination 
therofrom.  and  that  aU  suppUoa.  except  stationery 
for  the  appraisers'  department,  shall  he  furnished 
by  the  collector,  on  monthly  estimates  submitted  by 
the  appraiser  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasury  and 
approved  by  him;  and  all  repairs  or  alterations 
needed  in  the  public  E>tore  ana  appraisers'  depart- 
ment, at  said  |)ort  of  New  York,  shall  be  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  appraiser,  in  such  manner  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. may  direct. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  salaries  of  collectors,  naval  offi- 
cers, surveyors,  and  other  officers  and  employes  in 
the  districts  and  ports  of  Boston  and  San  Francisco 
shall  be  as  follows: 

To  the  collectors  of  customs  at  each  of  said  ports, 
$10,000  per  annum. 

To  the  naval  officer  and  surveyor  of  each  of  said 
ports,  $5j000  per  annum. 

To  the  ooUecters  of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  Bal- 
timore, and  New  Orleans,  each  $8,000  per  annum. 

To  the  naval  officer  and  surveyor,  each  $4,000  per 
annum. 

To  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Cincinnati,  Chi- 
cago, and  St.  Louis,  each  |i5,000  per  annum. 

To  the  naval  officer  and  surveyor,  each  $3,000  per 
annum. 

And  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  at  the  ports  named  in  th)s  section, 
upon  the  nomination  and  recommendatton  of  ^he 
collectors  and  naval  officers  respectively,  such  assist- 
ants, deputies,  clerks,  inspectors,  and  other  officers 
and  employ(2S.  and  at  such  salaries  as  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Troaaunr  may  be  proper. 

Sec.  6.  That  instead  of  the  omcerif  now  employed 
at  the  ports  named  in  the  last  preceding  section  for 
the  appraisement  of  merchandise,  there  shall  be  one 
appraiser  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  each  of  said 
ports,  whose  compensation  shall  be  the  same  as  the 
deputy  collector  of  that  port:  that  such  ac^istant 
appraisers,  examiners,  clerks,  verlners,  samplers,  and 
openers  and  packers,  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  needed  for  the  proper 
performance  of  the  business  of  appraisement  at  each 
of  said  ports,  at  salaries  to  be  fixed  by  him.  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  nomination  of  each  of  said  appraisers.  The 
duties  to  be  performed  by  the  appraisers  of  the  last- 
mentioned  ports  shall  be  of  the  same  chari^cter  and 
under  the  same  regulations,  as  far  as  practicable,  as 
those  in  force  in  the  appraisers'  department  at  the 
port  of  New  York ;  that  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  customs  at  the  ports  and  districts  noi  herein 
enumerated  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  tne 
Treasury,  at  rates  commensurate  with  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  devolving  upon  thorn,  respectively, 
in  no  case  to  exceed  that  now  received  by  them  from 
salaries,  perQuisites,  moieties. '^aud  other  sources 
whatever. 

Sec.  7.  That  all  officers  of  customs  appointed  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  shall 
be  appointed  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  shall 
hold  their  offices  respectively  until  their  successors 
shall  have  been  appointed  and  duly  qualified;  and 
such  officers  shall  not  be  removed  during  the  term 
of  such  appointment  except  for  cause,  and  the  re- 
moval or  suspension  of  such  officer  shall  in  all  other 
respects  be  governed  by  the  act  regulating  the  tenure 
of  certain  civil  officers,  approved  April  5, 1869. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  fines  and  penalties  or  forfeiturei 
and  the  proceeds  of  all  condemnations  paid  to,  re- 
oeived^r  recovered  by  any  collector  or  other  officer 
of  the  United  States  for  any  violations  of  the  cus- 
toms revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  under  or  by 
virtue  of  any  seizure,  complaint,  or  proceeding,  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
no  portion  thereof  shall  be  paid  or  distributed  to  any 
officer  of  the  United  States,  except  where  seizure  of 
merchandise  attempted  to  be  smuggled  is  actually 
made  the  officer  or  9fflcers  detecting  such  attempt 
and  making  the  seizure  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
fourth  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  after  deducting  all 
costs  and  expenses  of  condemnation  and  the  duties 
accruing  on  the  goods  to  the  United  States;  and 
where  such  seizure,  followed  by  condemnation,  shall 
be  made  in  consequence  of  infbrmation  given  by  any 


person  or  persons  other  than  Ihe  oAoer  making  vaoh 
seisure,  and  where  fine^.  penaltiea.  or  forfsitnres  shall 
be  collected  or  recovered  as  aforesaid,  in  suob  oatat 
the  said  one  fourth  of  the  prooeedf  aforesaid  shall 
be  equitably  distributed  between  the  officers  actu- 
ally making  such  seizure  and  such  informer  or  in- 
formers, under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  0.  That  it  sliall  be  the  du  ty  of  every  officer  and 
employ6  of  the  customs  revenue  service  in  theUni<- 
ted  States,  upon  detection  of  any  violation  of  the 
customs  laws,  forthwith  to  makq  complaint  thereof 
to  the  district  attorney  of  the  district  in  which  such 
fraud  shall  be  committed.  Immediately  upon  the 
receiptor  such  complaint  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
district  attorney,  to  cause  investigation  of  the  facts 
to  be  made  before  a  Unitod  States  comi^iissioner,  and 
to  initiate  proper  legal  proceedings  to  recover  the 
fines  and  penalties  in  the  premises,  and  to  cause  the 
arrest  of  the  oflfonder  or  offenders,  and  to  prosecute 
with  the  utmost  diligence  and  dispatch  to  final  judg- 
ment* 

Sec.  10.  That  It  shall  not  be  lawfhl  for  any  officer 
of  eosioms,  special  agent,  or  diatriot  attorney  to  com- 
promise or  settle  any  claim  of  the  United  Statee 
arising  under  the  customs  laws,  or  relieve  from  any 
fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  any  officer  or  person 
who  shall  so  oompromise  or  settle  any  such  claim,  or 
relieve  from  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeitnre,8hallbe 
guilty  of  a  felony,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall 
suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ten  and  not  Imb 
than  one  year,  and  be  fined  not  exeeeding  $10,000 : 
Provided,  kowever^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  accordance  with  general  regulations,  to 
be  prescribed  by  him,  may  remit  any  fines,  pen- 
alties, or  forfeiturei.  upon  sufficient  proof  that  there 
was  no  intention  of  fraud  or  willful  pegleot  upon  the 

Sart  of  such  person  or  persons  against  whom  such 
nes.  penalties,  or  forfeitures  shall  have  accrued, 
or  on  the  part  of  his  agent  or  agents. 

Sec.  11.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  make  such  regulations  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  conduct  and  management  of 
the  bonded  warehouses,  general-order  stores,  and 
other  depotiteries  of  the  imported  merohandise 
througbont  the  United  States:  all  regulations  or 
orders  issued  by  collectors  of  customs  in  regard 
thereto  shall  be  subject  to  revision,  alteration,  or 
revooation  by  him;  and  do  warehouse  shall  be  bonded. 
and  no  general-order  store  established  without  his 
authority  and  approval :  and  it  shall  he  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  granting  permits  to 
establish  general-order  warehonses,  to  require  such 
warehouse  or  warehouses  to  be  located  eontiguoue  to 
or  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  landing-places  of  steamers 
and  vessels  from  foreign  ports ;  and  that  no  officer 
of  the  customs  shall  have  any  personal  ownership 
of,  or  interest  in,  any  bonded  warehouse  or  general- 
order  store. 

Seo.  12.  That  pubHeoartafe  of  merehandlse  in  the 
custody  of  the  Qovcmment  shall  be  subjeot  to  the 
regulations  ar<d  u>Proval  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sga  13.  That  all  fees  eolleeted  by  offieen  of  ous- 
toms  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  returns  shall  be  nmde  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  under  regulations  to  be  estab- 
lished by  him. 

Sec.  14.  That  all  acts  and  tarts  of  aota  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  existing 
rights,  or  prevent  a  distribution,  in  like  manner,  as 
if  this  aot  had  not  been  patatd,  in  all  caaet  where 
prosecution  has  been  actually  coinmenoed,  or  inform- 
ation given  before  the  passage  of  this  aot.  This  aot 
shall  take  efflsot  July  1. 1872. 

Mr.  FBNTON.  Mr.  President,  in  a,  discus- 
sion of  tbe  provisions  of  this  bill  I  propose  to 
take  up  the  several  points  aooordiog  to  their 
importance  and  proper  relations,  and  without 
reference  to  their  printed  order.  The  source 
fVom  which  about  two  hundred  million  dollars 
is  gathered  into  the  Treasury  annually  is  a  mat- 
ter of  grave  importance,  and  fiftirly  demands 
the  most  careful  attention  from  the  national 
Legislature.  Toward  the  dose  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  I  introduced  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  hardly  expecting  there 
would  be  time  for  action  upon  it  then.  In  the 
mean  time  I  have  not  wearied  of  the  subject, 
and  every  succeeding  inquiry  has  served  to  con- 
firm me  in  the  views  I  then  expressed,  and  in 
the  wisdom  of  passing  this  or  some  equivalent 
measure  which  shall  tend  to  correct  abu>es, 
avoid  irregularities,  adjust  ineaualities,  sim- 
plify complicated  machinery,  ana  render  some- 
what tenable  o£Bcial  positions  so  important. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  this  bill 
was  referred,  have  carefully  considered  every 
section,  and  have  unanimously  instructed  me 
to  bring  it  before  the  Senate,  trusting  that  it 
may  here  also  meet  with  approval,  its  main 
features  may  be  stated  in  a  lew  words : 

1.  To  change  and  ac^ust  positions  and  com- 
pensations of  tbe  various  officials  of  the  cus- 
toms service^  with  a  view  to  fkir  remuneration 
for  labor  and  responsibility. 


2.  To  adopt  a  aniform  system  of  appraise- 
ment of  merchandise  in  all  the  importiuit  ports 
of  entry. 

8.  To  create  a  separate  department  in  the 
port  of  New  Tork  m  which  to  perform  the 
antieB  of  weighing,  gauging,  and  measuring. 

4.  To  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
supervision  of  the  warehouse  and  general-order 
business,  requiring  general- order  warehooset 
to  be  contignoui  to  the  wharves  where  goods 
are  landed,  and  prohibiting  officers  of  customs 
from  having  an  interest  in  warehonses  of  any 
character  whatever. 

5.  To  place  the  business  of  the  pnblio  carting 
subject  to  the  order  and  control  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

6.  To  protect  in  office  and  continoe  compe- 
tent and  faithful  officials  for  a  given  period, 
thus  removing  them  in  some  measure  from  the 
seductive  influence  of  partisan  poliUea. 

Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  feature  of  the 
present  system  is  theenormoas  emoluments  of 
the  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  survey  or8,and 
the  peculiar,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me, pernicious 
practice  by  which  they  are  obtained.  Nearly 
three  fourths  of  the  importations  of  the  country 
are  entered  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  in  treat- 
ing of  the  practice  and  effect  there  I  shall  best 
present  tbe  errors,  the  abuses,  and  the  wrongs 
of  the  system  itself,  as  the  principle  involved 
applies  alike  to  all  other  customs  districts. 

The  officers  I  have  named  receive  a  certaiil 
fixed  salary,  and  in  addition  are  entitled  to 
share  in  tbe  proceeds  of  all  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures  imposed  and  collected  in  their 
several  districts.  The  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  16th  day  of  Febniary, 
1871,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
passed  by  the  Senate  some  time  previous,  pur- 
ports to  show  the  net  amount  paid  into  the 
Treasury  from  these  sources,  from  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1868,  to  the  80th  day  of  November, 
1870.  According  to  this  exhibit,  there  was 
received  durin^i:  this  period  from  the  ports  of 
Boston,  New  York,  rhiladelphia,  Baltimore, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  as  the  result 
of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  the  sum  of 
$1,168,577  08;  tbatof  this  amount  the  moieties 
paid  to  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  survey- 
ors was  $124,485  82;  to  the  former,  $56,287  21; 
to  naval  officers,  $124,654  29 ;  and  to  survey-  . 
ors,  $124,654  29;  making  in  all  $805,427  32. 

It  appears,  however,  from  careful  examina- 
tion, tnat  this  report  does  not  give  the  full  col- 
lections into  and  distribution  in  moieties  from 
the  Treasury  duriug  that  time.  The  Secretary 
says  in  his  explanatory  letter  that — 

*'  The  headings  at  the  top  of  each  page  show  tbe 
date  of  the  month  in  which  the  money  aeoming  from 
tbe  cases  therein  stated  was  paid  to  the  collector. 
Of  course  tbe  pavment  into  the  Treasury  by  ooverinc 
warrant,  after  deduction  of  expenses.  Sec,  oocurred 
in  each  instance  some  weeks  subsequently." 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  money  received 
at  the  Treasury  on  this  account,  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1868,  which  had  been  paid  to  the 
collector  before  that  time,  but  not  covered  by 
warrant  until  subsequently,  was  not  accounted 
for  in  this  report ;  nor  sums  which  had  been 
paid  to  the  collector  prior  to  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1870,  for  which  warrants  had  not  been 
drawn.  It  is  known  that  some  time  previous 
to  this  last  date,  at  the  port  of  New  York 
alone,  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
arising  from  settlements,  or  upon  decree  of 
court  for  fraudulent  practice  in  weighing,  was 
paid. to  the  collector,  to  be  accounted  for, 
of  course,  but  which  does  not  appear  in  the 
report. 

In  one  case*  the  court  decreed  (as  under- 
stood by  confession  of  defendants)  that  there 
should  be  paid  $120,817  69.  In  this  instance 
the  amount  paid  by  the  court  to  the  collector,  on 
the  19th  day  of  November,  1870,  after  deduct- 
ing costs  and  fees  of  the  district  attorney,  with 
his  commissions,  was  $117,156  27.  Others 
of  great  magnitade,  as  I  am  informed,  were 

*  The  case  of  Ezra  Wheeler  k  Oo.,  for  fnvAB  i^ 
weighing,  and  passing  false  Invoioos. 
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▼ice.  It  was  a  grave  crime,  pnnisbable  with 
impriaonment,  and  it  would  take  no  more  evi- 
dence to  convict  on  a  criminal  trial,  than 
to  obtain  a  decree  of  court  that  they  should 
pay  this  large  sum  of  money,  an  equal  por- 
tion of  which  was  to  be  distributed  in  moieties. 
Yet  a  nolle  pro$equi  was  entered  in  the  crim- 
inal proceeaings  a  few  days  previous  to  this 
large  sum  of  money  having  been  paid  over  to 
the  collector.  Indeed,  the  report  fails  to  dis- 
close that  one  individual  has  been  convicted, 
but  it  does  name  twenty  or  thirty  persons  who 
have  never  paid  anything  to  the  officers  of  cus- 
toms, who  are  being  prosecuted  in  the  criminal 
courts,  but  none  are  yet  convicted.  I  leave 
these  facts  without  further  comment,  to  make 
their  own  inevitable  suggestions  to  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  willing  to  receive  the  lesson 
thus  taught 

Section  sixteen  of  the  act  of  July,  1866,  pro- 
vides— 

"That  the  S«oretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have 
authority  to  aseertain  the  facts  upon  all  appHoations 
for  rcmiMion  of  fines,  &c.,  incurred  or  aooraing  un- 
der the  revenue  jaws,  when  the  amount  in  question 
does  not  exceed $1,000;"  •  •  •  •  "and 
he  may  remit  or  mitisate  such  fines,  &o.,  if  in  his 
opinion  the  same  shall  have  been  incurred  without 
willful  negligence  or  any  intention  of  fraud." 

It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  law  enjoins 
a  strict  enforcement  of  the  penalties  in  case  of 
its  violation,  even  when  there  exists  no  stronger 
cause  than  willful  negligence,  but  where  an  in- 
tention of  fraud  is  manifest,  full  punishment 
must  follow.  In  my  judgment,  this  section 
should  be  amended  so  that  if  it  be  established, 
by  l«;gal  proof,  there  was  neither  willful  negli* 
gence  nor  intention  of  fraud,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  remit  whatever  fines,  penal- 
ties, or  forfeitures  had  accrued ;  but  if  either 
did  exist,  the  law  should  be  enforced  without 
power  of  relief  in  the  hands  of  any  official. 

A  word  more,  in  reference  to  the  baneful 
influence  of  the  customs  service  upon  the  sub- 
ordinate officers.  Upon  them  greatly  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  and  the  proper  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  depends.  They  receive  the 
entries,  attend  to  the  landing  of  goods,  handle 
them  after  being  landed,  weigh,  appraise,  and 
deliver  them  to  their  owners.  In  fact,  the 
whole  business  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the 
many  comparatively  poorly  paid  subordinates, 
whose  terms  of  service  are  precarious,  to  say 
the  least.  The  lesson  is  daily  taught  by  the 
practice  of  their  principals  that  it  is  admis- 
sable  to  compound  felony ;  that  it  is  common 
to  corrupt  the  service.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
they  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  their  official 
leaaers,  and  profit  by  the  opportunities  of  the 
hour?  We  need  not  further  look  for  a  reason 
why  inspectors  pass  dutiable  goods  without 
the  payment  of  a  pennv  to  the  Government ; 
why  weighers  return  false  weights;  why  entry 
clerks  req^uire  pay  for  services  for  which  the  Gov- 
ernment  is  supposed  to  compensate  them,  and 
why  smugglers  go  free.  Look  at  the  testi  mony 
of  the  inspectors  who  were  summoned  before 
the  Retrenchment  Committee  last  session,  and 
it  will  be  seen  there  was  not  one  who  had  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  pay  from  steam- 
ship companies,  travelers,  and  merchants  for 
service  which  it  was  his  duty  as  a  Government 
officer  to  perform. 

A  noted  divine,  in  a  recent  sermon  on  polit- 
ical degeneracy,  characterized  '*  every  custom- 
house in  the  land  as  a  bribery  shop.''  This  is 
strong  language.  For  myself,  I  know  there 
are  many  honorable  and  upright  men  in  the 
customs  service,  but  I  also  believe  the  enorm- 
ous perquisites  of  the  few  have  made  faulty  and 
perverse  ver^  many;  and  to  this  extent,  at 
least,  the  **  civil  service  of  the  nation  is  a  stand- 
ing threat  against  the  liberty  of  the  nation.'' 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report  for  1869,  takes  the  view  I  have  en- 
deavored to  present  in  regard  to  moieties,  in 
the  following  language : 

**  Under  existing  laws,  certain  revenue  officers  and 
other  persons  appearing  as  informers  are  entitled 
to  share  in  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures.  During 
the  fiscal  year  18C&-69  the  Treasury  Department  dis- 


tributed the  sum  of  $286,073  61  to  such  officers  and 
informers  in  the  various  cases  arising  under  the 
customs  revenue  laws.  A  large  additional  sum  was 
also  paid  through  the  Internal  Revenue  office.  The 
reason  on  which  the  laws  granting  such  allowances 
are  based  is  that  officers  of  the  Qoreromentare  stim- 
ulated to  greater  activity  in  the  discovery  of  frauds 
and  in  bringing  offenders  to  punishment.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  such  is  the  efi'ect  of  the  policy ;  but 
the  experience  I  have  had  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment has  convinced  me  that  the  evils  attending  the 
system  are  greater  than  the  benefits  derived  from  it. 
It  often  occurs  that  revenue  officers  are  led  to  assert 
claims  in  behalf  of  the  Government  which  have  no 
just  foundation  in  law  or  in  the  facts  of  the  respect- 
ive cases ;  and  where  real  claims  exist  it  is  often  the 
object  of  the  informers  and  officers  who  share  in  the 
penalties  to  misrepresent  the  case  to  the  Depart- 
ment so  as  to  secure  the  greatest  advantage  to  them- 
selves. But  a  more  serious  evil  is  found  in  the  prac- 
tice, quite  general,  of  allowing  persons  to  pursue  a 
fraudulent  course  until  a  result  is  reached  which 
will  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  officers  and  inform- 
ers, instead  of  checking  criminal  practices  at  the 
outset.  It  is  imponible  to  set  forth  in  exact  lan- 
guage the  character  of  the  evils  that  grow  out  of  the 
present  system.  I  am,  however,  clearly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  Qovernment  ought  to  rely  upon  puolic 
officers  for  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties, 
without  stimulating  them  by  any  contingent  advan- 
tages. I  have  elsewhere  recommended  an  increase 
of  the  salaries  of  custom-house  officers;  and  the 
abolition  of  the  system  of  giving  to  them  a  share 
of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  will  be  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  the  increase  of  salaries  in  this 
department  of  the  public  service." 

The  position  that  I  indicated  for  myself  upon 
this  important  subject  more  than  a  year  ago 
has  the  renewed  sanction  of  the  Secretary,  and 
the  approval  of  the  President  in  his  recent 
message.  I  thus  felicitate  myself  upon  inau- 
gurating a  plan  for  reform  which,  popular  with 
the  people,  has  also  now  the  support  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  connection  I  must  refer  to  the  abuses 
of  the  special  agency  system,  which  has  now 
become  an  extensive  and  expensive  branch  of 
the  customs  service  in  New  York,  and,  under 
its  present  management,  an  abuse  of  authority 
and  power.  As  originally  contemplated  by  the 
laws,  the  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  a  useful  officer,  attached  directly  to 
the  Department  at  Washington.  It  was  his  duty 
to  proceed  to  distant  points  and  examine  into 
specified  matters,  as  the  occasion  required,  and 
report  to  the  Secretary.  But  within  a  few  years 
these  agents,  including  officers  who  receive 
six,  eight,  and  ten  dollars  per  day,  have  organ- 
ized in  New  York  a  **  Bureau  of  Professional 
Informers,"  and  upon  a  scale  hitherto  unpre- 
cedented. Their  ostensible  avocation  is  to 
detect  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  and  violations 
of  law  and  regulations,  by  customs  officers.  The 
service  is  based  upon  the  theory  that  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  customs  are  so  absorbed  in 
the  nourishment  of  their  perquisite  accounts 
as  to  neglect  their  official  duties.  But  it  turns 
out  that  this  perquisite  matter  is  contagious, 
and  their  interests  soon  become  identical  with 
those  officers  whose  administration  they  are 
supposed  to  watch,  as  illustrated  in  the  present 
management  at  the  port  of  New  York.  They 
receive  an  ample,  fixed  salary,  and  thus  ren- 
dered comfortable,  can  devote  most  of  their 
time  to  espionage  upon  the  merchants.  The 
great  power  which  the  act  of  March  2,  1867, 
permits  these  men  to  invoke,  by  which  the  ac- 
count-books and  other  records  and  papers  of 
any  merchant  or  firm  may  be  seized  ana  indefi- 
nitely detained,  renders  them  a  source  of  dread. 
Any  commercial  house  is  at  their  mercy.  The 
least  that  can  be  said  is  summed  up  in  a  reor- 
^nization  of  these  agencies,  and  the  officers, 
if  retained,  remanded  to  their  original  and 
proper  duties. 

I  am  free  to  say  that  persons  not  in  the 
Government  employ  who  may  be  instrumental 
in  the  discovery  of  violations  of  revenue  law, 
and  who  shall  assist  in  securing  to  the  Qov- 
ernment its  just  dues,  should  be  entitled  to 
some  reward  as  provided  in  this  bill.  A  like 
plea  may  be  instituted  in  behalf  of  officials 
connected  with  the  customs  service  who  make 
actual  seizures  and  cause  the  arrest  of  crim- 
inals. The  salaries  fixed  by  this  bill  are  fair. 
It  cannot  be  ui|;ed  that  by  the  increase  of 
actual  salaries  the  cost  of  collecting  the  rev- 


enue will  be  enhanced ;  the  abolition  of  the 
wide  system  of  moieties  will  at  once  doably 
cover  the  amount  of  increase. 

The  next  feature  of  the  bill  to  which  I  invite 
your  attention  relates  to  a  uniform  system  of 
appraisements  and  classification  of  merchandise 
at  all  the  principal  ports  of  entry.  I  need  not 
enlarge  upon  this  point.  Uniformity  of  practice 
in  any  department  of  the  public  service  mast 
be  admitted  aa  essential  to  a  sound  and  suc- 
cessful administration  of  its  affairs.  In  1866, 
Congress  abolished  the  old  system  of  appraise- 
ment at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  one  chief  appraiser 
with  assistants,  examiners,  and  other  subor- 
dinates. Under  the  regulations  since  enforced 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  this  plan  is 
found  to  be  greatly  superior  to  the  practice 
under  the  old  board.  In  the  other  porta  named 
in  the  bill  the  old  form  of  organization,  to  some 
extent,  still  prevails,  and  great  disparity  in  the 
modes  of  doing  business  is  the  result. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report 
of  1869,  says : 

'*  It  ought  to  be  understood  that  the  ehief  me«is 
of  collecting  the  revenue  and  enforcing  the  revenue 
laws  must  be  found  in  the  administration  of  the 
appraisers'  department." 

There  the  value  of  goods  is  fixed,  upon 
which  duty  is  to  be  paid ;  there  the  laws  are 
construed  in  reference  to  the  different  rates 
of  duty ;  in  a  word,  there  the  foundation  is 
laid  for  the  entire  collections.  Simplification 
and  uniformity  are  all-important  in  this  branch 
of  the  customs  service.  The  salaries  fixed  in 
the  bill,  it  is  believed,  are  sufficient  to  induce 
competent  men  to  engage  in  the  required 
duties,  especially  if  it  snail  be  understood 
that  they  are  not  to  be  removed  for  a  given 
term  except  fpr  incompetency  or  malfeasance 
in  office. 

Another  change  proposed  in  the  bill  for  the 
port  of  New  York  is  the  establishment  of  a 
separate  department  for  weighing,  gauging, 
and  measuring  the  kinds  and  classes  of  goods 
the  rates  of  duty  upon  which  are  determined 
by  these  standards.  I  am  very  sure  this  pro- 
posed modification  is  in  the  direction  of  reform. 
At  present  there  are  eighteen  or  nineteen  weigh- 
ers, each  having  charge  of  a  district  assigned 
to  him  by  the  surveyor,  and  each  exercising 
the  same  powers  and  performing  like  duties. 
The  surveyor  also  has  charge  of  the  inspectors, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  discharging  of 
vessels,  the  landing,  and  examination  of  pas- 
sengers, baggage,  &c.  This  of  itself  is  sufficient 
to  engross  the  time  and  attention  of  the  sur- 
veyor, if  he  is  such  an  officer  as  will  attend  to 
these  important  duties  in  person. 

The  business  of  weighing,  gauging,  and 
measuring  has  reached  vast  proportions  at  the 
port  of  New  York,  and  it  seems  to  me  best  that 
there  should  be  one  responsible  head,  as  in  the 
appraisers'  department  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  great  frauds  have  been  committed 
by  the  weighers,  and  it  is  said  upon  good  author- 
ity that  merchants  are  compelled  to  pay  these 
officers  in  order  to  get  their  business  done 
promptly.  This  being  so,  it  will  be  seen  how 
It  is  that  the  salary  of  a  weigher — $2,600  per 
annum-— does  not  embrace  the  whole  income 
of  the  office.  Neither  is  there  any  doubt  that 
the  cost  to  the  Government  of  performing  this 
service  is  largely  in  excess  of  what  it  ought  to 
be,  and  what  it  would  be  under  the  system  here 
proposed.  It  will  appear  by  reference  to  page 
102  of  the  report  of  the  Retrenchment  Com- 
mittee, of  the  8d  of  March  last,  where  an  ac- 
count of  weighing  by  districts  ie  given  from  May 
1,  1869,  to  December  81,  1870,  that  great  dis- 
'crepancies  exist  between  the  cost  of  perform- 
ing this  service  by  different  weighers  in  the  same 
and  different  districts.  The  percentage  of  fees 
received  bv  the  Government,  which  itcost  to  per- 
form this  duty,  range,  according  to  the  abstract, 
from  twenty  to  one  hundped  andninety  per  cent. 
There  can  be  no  such  variation  upon  any  rea-M>n- 
able  estimate  of  the  expense  of  weighing.  I  am 
informed  by  those  who  have  had  ezperiencei 


300 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  8, 


the  revenue  lost  by  business  mismanagement 
neglect  and  violation  of  duty,  such  as  would 
bankrupt  in  a  year  the  wealthiest  commercial 
bouse  in  the  country — a  loss  which  falls  upon 
the  entire  people  and  contributes  to  make  the 
burde;i  of  taxation  more  grievous.  The  civil 
service  commission  say,  in  their  recent  able 
report,  that — 

**  It  is  oaloalated  by  those  who  have  made  a  oarefal 
study  of  all  the  facts,  that  one  fourth  of  the  revenues 
of  the  United  States  are  annually  lost  in  collec- 
tions." 

One  fourth  of  our  entire  revenue,  or  say, 
$90,000,000  a  year  I  And  I  am  led  to  believe 
they  do  not  overstate  the  case. 

In  this  connection,  I  am  happy  to  acknowl- 
edge the  distinguished  ability  with  which  that 
commission  have  presented  the  evils  of  the 
present  service,  and  the  promptness  which 
the  President  manifested  in  accepting  their 
recommendations.  But  civil  service  reform  is 
entitled  to  all  this,  and  even  more.  The  abuses 
of  our  system  have  been  growing  for  a  long 
time,  ana  now  strike  deep  into  our  national 
life.  To  remove  them,  we  need  not  only  great 
care  and  labor,  but  more  incisive  and  thorough 
treatment  than  any  which  has  been  adopted. 

National  and  individual  prosperity  for  a 
long  time  diverted  popular  attention  from  these 
abuses.  They  appeared  trivial  to  the  ihriving 
citizen  forgetful  of  the  terrible  results  to  which 
they  were  tending.  It  is  also  probable  that  the 
corruptions  of  the  local  government  in  New 
York  had  a  malign  influence  upon  every  insti- 
tution within  its  scope.  But,  be  the  causes 
many  or  few,  they  have  conspired  to  present  a 
marvelous  combinaiion  of  everything  opposed 
to  a  creditable  and  economical  civil  service  in 
the  New  York  custom-house. 

The  real  evil  of  our  preseqt  system  is  deep- 
seated  and  far-reachinff.  It  relates  to  the 
scramble  for  place,  to  tne  uses  to  which  pat- 
ronage is  put,  to  the  uncertainty  of  tenure,  to 
the  constant  struggle  for  control,  and  to  the  de- 
mpralization  and  corruption  which  grows  out 
of  such  a  condition  of  political  subserviency, 
uncertainty,  and  strife.  At  the  foundation  of 
the  curse  is  patronage,  not  so  much  because  it 
gives  us  bad  men,  as  because  it  corrupts  our 
politics.  It  should  never  be  so  much  a  ques- 
tion of  who  shall  hold  the  offices,  though  it  is  true 
thev  should  be  men  of  good  faith  and  fidelity, 
and  profitable  servants  of  the  people.  For 
every  office  adequate  qualifications  should  be 
exacted  from  the  candidate,  and  there  should 
also  be  general  confidence  in  his  character  and 
integrity.  When  appointed,  if  his  suitability 
in  these  respects  remains  unimpaired,  he  should 
not  be  removed  during  the  usual  period  of  his 
commission.  In  such  reflections,  I  mean  no 
unjust  disparagement.  What  I  say  is  prompted 
not  by  the  spirit  of  hostile  criticism ;  I  recog- 
nize the  deserts  of  our  paty  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs  with  more  eagerness 
than  I  perceive  and  deplore  its  mistakes.  The 
former  is  a  grateful  pleasure,  the  latter  is  an 
unpleasant  duty.  But  we  must  meet  this  ques- 
tion of  reform  now,  or  the  pernicious  brood 
of  corrupting  influences,  now  warming  into 
strength  and  power,  will  soon  be  too  strong  for 
us  to  grapple  with  and  overthrow.  Allow  the 
present  practices  for  yet  a  period,  and  the 
danger  is  real  that  other  departments  of  the 
social  structure  will  also  become  subservient 
to  whatever  is  degrading  and  corrupting  in 
public  affairs. 

Borrowing  a  simile,  employed  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Sumner]  upon  a  memorable  occasion,  like 
the  fabled  magnetic  mountain  on  the  face  of 
the  deep,  which  drew  one  by  one  the  strong 
iron  bolts  from  the  stately  ship }  so  the  nobler 
qualities  of  manhood,  which  serve  to  exalt  and 
adorn  our  politics,  are  gradually  withdrawn, 
until  at  last  we  become  a  confused  and  helpless 
wreck.  It  is  idle  to  expect  that  a  high  tone  will 
pervade  the  circle  of  politics  when  members 
of  the  party  are  not  even  at  liberty  to  act  an 
independent  part  as  to  the  mode  of  promoting 


the  same  common  principles  and  attaining  the 
same  common  end. 

It  is  not  to  be  successfully  denied  that  offi- 
cials have  been  removed  in  numerous  instances, 
by  the  Administration  that  appointed  them, 
without  any  change  in  their  character  or  quali- 
fications, not  for  any  dereliction  of  duty  or 
infidelity  to  party  principles,  but  because  they 
were  not  acceptable  to  some,  whose  advice  was 
potent  with  the  appointing  power,  and  because 
It  was  supposed  certain  political  results  could 
thus  be  secured.  In  other  words,  it  is  gener- 
ally believed  that  the  patronage  of  the  Qovern- 
n^ent  is  used  as  a  mere  reward  for  partisan 
service,  and  as  an  agency  for  promoting  per- 
sonal ends.  Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  it 
may  at  least  be  said  that  the  extent  and  fierce- 
ness to  which  the  prerogative  of  appointment 
and  removal  can  be  exposed  has  been  severely 
tosted — ^a  prerogative  which  has  beep  at  all 
times,  with  a  brief  interrqption,  in  the  hand^ 
of  the  Executive  ^o  measure  ana  control. 

The  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  cannot 
be  indifferent  to  the  least  tendency  toward  par- 
tisan perversion,  or  mischievous  personaltsm, 
in  the  bestowment  of  office,  nor  permit  the 
insidious  influence  of  patronage  to  impair  the 
integrity  of  the  public  service.  The  higher  the 
officer  in  default,  or  in  defi&nce,  the  more  neces- 
sary to  guard  the  power  he  wields  and  to  check 
every  outcrop  of  abuse.  I  know  many  good 
apd  saeacious  people  believe  that  already  this 
protruding  evil  gravely  threatens  to  undermine 
our  ^eatnessand  glory  as  a  nation ;  b^t  I  have 
unfailing  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  courage 
of  the  people,  and  as  the  danger  is  more  apd 
more  apparent  I  do  not  doubt  we  shall  avert 
whatever  peril  impends.  It  is  therefore  that 
I  speak,  not  as  one  having  nothing  better  than 
hopeless  complaint,  but  in  sober  warning  and 
earnest  entreaty. 

I  am  aware  that  principles  must  be  enforced 
in  a  large  measure  through  party  orjpnizfktion, 
and  in  no  step  toward  civilservice  reform  would 
I  commit  a  wrong  against  the  former  or  impair 
the  latter.  The  very  essence  of  popular  gov- 
ernment lies  in  associated  political  action,  and 
the  cause  which  embarrasses  the  one  strikes  at 
the  other.  But  it  is  no  less  true  that  the  be- 
neficent operation  of  this  principle  is  greatly 
impaired  or  wholly  destroyed  if  used  to  sub- 
jugate qualified  opposition,  silence  friendly 
criticism,  advance  personal  aspirations  or  the 
triumph  of  special  partjT  interests. 

I  hope  I  have  not  wearied  Senators ;  bat,  after 
closing;  my  review  of  the  business  features  of 
this  bill,  I  felt  impelled  to  say  what  has  fol- 
lowed in  support,  and,  if  need  be,  to  justify  my 
convictions  that  a  genuine  and  thorough  re- 
form in  our  civil  service,  and  especially  in  the 
customs  department,  has  become  indispensable. 

I  submit  that  those  who  hold  positions  under 
the  Government  should  be  faithful  servants 
of  the  Republic  and  her  laws,  and  not  sup- 
pliant tools  of  the  appointing  power.  I  desire 
that  they  be  incited  to  the  utmost  fidelity 
to  the  countnr  and  to  her  interests,  rather 
than  to  the  public  servant  who  discharges  an 
official  responsibility  in  appointing  or  nomin- 
ating them.  The  doctrine,  that  ''to the  victors 
belong  the  spoils  of  the  vanqnishe^/'  may 
once  have  been  applicable  to  the  bestowment 
of  official  places,  but  if  so,  I  am  sure  it  is  ap- 
plicable no  longer.  The  patroni^  of  the 
Government  is  so  vast,  the  offices  to  be  filled 
are  so  many,  that  the  public  interest  forbids 
that  they  be  filled  and  refilled  as  ambition  or 
party  caprice  may  dictate.  I  plead  in  the 
name  of  the  people  for  the  adoption  of  a  purer 
and  nobler  system,  under  which  the  political 
morality  of  the  nation  will  be  elevated,  offi- 
cial integrity  cherished,  and  the  public  safety 
assured 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  course 
does  the  Senatpr  propose  the  bill  shall  take  ? 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  suppose  that  I  cannot 
ask  that  this  bill  shall  retain  its  place  after 
the  desire  expressed  by  other  Senators  in 
regard  to  ti^e  fmoinesty  bill,  which  hee  been 


passed  over;  but  if  it  ie  agreeable  to  Sen- 
ators, I  will  move  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  and  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  of 
next  week,  the  16th  instant. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

vd  EXBOUTIVE  8B88I0N. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Wil8o» 
in  the  chair.)  The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  880)  for 
the  removal  of  legal  and  political  disabilities 
imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth 
article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  now  before  the  Senate, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  Senator  from   Massachusetts, 

[Mr.  SUMNBR.] 

Mr.  CAMERON.     I  move  that  the  Senate 

Eroceed    to  the  consideration  of   executive 
usiness. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate 

Eroceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
usiness.  After  twenty  minutes  spent  in  exec- 
utive session,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 
(at  two  o'clock  and  forty-two  minntes  p.  m.) 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  January  8,  1872. 

The  House  m  et  at  twelve  o'  clock  m .  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butleb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  Thursday,  December  21, 
1871,  was  read  an4  approved. 

OBDBR  or  BU8INB88. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  Monday,  the 
first  business  in  order  during  the  morning  hour 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  and  Territories  for 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions 
for  reference  to  their  appropriate  committees, 
not  to  be  brought  back  into  the  House  by 
motions  to  reconsider.  Under  this  call  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  State  and  territorial 
Legislatures  may  be  presented  for  printing  and 
reference.  The  morning  hour  now  begins,  at 
five  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock. 

PROFBSSOR^  OF  HATHEUATICS 

Mr.  UALEi  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

780)  to  establish  the  rank  of  professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  United  States  Navy;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afihirs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

LUGT  A     LUOB. 

Mr.   FRYE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

781)  granting  a  pension  to  Lucy  A.  Luce; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

SAMUBL  R.   HODSON. 

Mr.  FR7E  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

782)  granting  a  pension  to  Samuel  R.  Hodson : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

PILOTAQB. 

Mr.  LYNCH  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

783)  prohibiting  the  collection  of  pilotage  and 
harbor  dues  by  State  or  municipal  authorities; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CUBRBNCT. 

Mr.  LYNCH  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  784)  to  provide  against  undue  expansion 
and  contraction  of  the  currency :  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

BOUNTY. 

Mr.  POLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
785)  in  relation  to  bounties ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


V 


OrVIIi  SBRYIGB. 


Mr.  WILLABD  introduced  a  bill  (H.   R. 
No.  786)  regulaling  appointments  and  removals 
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altered,  and  sporious  United  States  national 
bank  notes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banking 
and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MONROE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  809)  to  provide  for  tiie  retirement  of  torn 
and  mutilated  bank  notes ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Banking  and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TAX  ON  MATCHES. 

Mr.  MONROE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  810)  to  repeal  the  stamp  tax  upon  lucifer 
and  friction  matches ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC   BUILDING,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  811)  appropriating  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  suitable  site  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  be  usea 
for  the  purpose  of  a  custom-house,  post  office, 
and  other  Federal  offices ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

IMPROVBMKNT  OF  FALLS  OF  OHIO. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  812)  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river 
and  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

ADAM  CARROLL. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  818)  granting  a  pension  to  Adam 
Carroll ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

INTERNAL  COMIIBRCB. 

Mr.  PECK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  814) 
to  facilitate  internal  commerce ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  MORGAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

815)  to  amend  an  act  relating  to  pensions, 
'approved  July  27, 1868;  which  was  read  a  first 

and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Livalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RELIEF  FROM  CHARGR  OF  DE8KRTI0N. 

Mr.  ADAMS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

816)  relieving  certain  soldiers  and  sailors  from 
the  charge  of  desertion  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

T.  T.  GARRARD. 

Mr.  ADAMS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  817)  for  the  benefit  of  T.  T.  Garrard ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

WAR  OF  1812. 

.  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  818)  to  amend  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1871,  granting  pensions  to  the  sol 
diers  of  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and 
War  of  1812. 

ENDOWMENT  OF  STATE  UNIVERSITIES. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Tennessee  Legislature,  asking  appropriation 
of  public  land  for  the  endowment  of  universi- 
ties in  each  of  the  States ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GRANT  OF  LANDS  FOR  EDUCATIONAL  PURPOSES. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature,  asking 
Congress  to  grant  said  State  public  lands  to 
aid  educational  purposes ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor, 
snd  ordered  to  be  printed. 


B8TABLI8HME{fT  0?  JUDICIAL  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  819)  establishing  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts in  Indiana ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARTHA  A.  JONES. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  also  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  820)  granting  a  pension  to 
Martha  A.  Jones ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CrVIL  SERVICE  REFORM. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  also  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  68)  in  relation  to 
the  duties  of  the  advisory  board  in  the  matter 
of  civil  service  reform  to  regulate  appoint- 
ments to  the  civil  service  and  compensation 
therefor:  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Reorganization  of  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
United  States,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAMES  CARROLL. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
821)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Carroll,  of 
Campbell  county,  Kentucky,  crippled  for  life 
while  in  line  of  duty  in  command  of  the  United 
States  dispatch  boat  Sallie  Woods,  at  Cairo, 
Illinois ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
•and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SECURITY  OF  LIFE  ON  STEAM-VESSELS. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  822)  to  amend  the  eighteenth  section 
of  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
better  security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  pro- 
pelled in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  February  28, 1871 ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

SALE  OF  RECLAIMED  LANDS 

Mr.  TYNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
828)  to  authorize  the  survey  and  sale  of  lands 
reclaimed  by  the  drainage  of  Beaver  lake,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

RESTRAINING  SALE  OF  LANDS. 

Mr.  TYNER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  824)  to  prevent  the  further  sale  of  the 

Eublic  lands  fit  for  tillage  ;  which  was  read  a 
rst  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

W.  A.  SATLOR. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  826)  for  the  relief  of  W.  A. 
Saylor;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

JOSEPH  CLTMBR. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  826)  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Clymer;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

BRIDGES  ACROSS  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  EERR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
827)  to  authorize  the  constructing  of  bridges 
across  the  Ohio  river,  and  to  prescribe  the 
dimensions  of  the  same ;  whicn  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

APPEAL  TO  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  EERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  828)  to  srant  to  any  person  restrained 
of  his  or  her  libertv  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from  the 
final  judgment  of  any  circuit  court  thereof  upon 
any  petition  for  relief  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus; 
whicn  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary)  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


ADDITIONAL  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  KERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  829)  to  extend  the  time  for  presentiofl 
claims  for  additional  bounty;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CHALLENGE  OF  JURORS. 

Mr.  EERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  880)  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named,  relat- 
ing to  certain  causes  of  challenge  of  grand  and 
petit  jurors  in  the  United  States  courts,  and 
other  matters ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  S'^cond 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JUDICIARY  ACT  AMENDMENT. 

Mr.  KERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  881)  to  repeal  section  one  of  an  act  enti 
tied  *'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  amend  the  judiciary  act/  passed  September 
24, 1789,"  approved  March  27, 1868 ;  which  was 
road  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

REPEAL  OP  AN  ACT. 

Mr.  KERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  832)  to  repeal  an  act  therein  detcribed; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

HENRY  C.  MONROE. 

Mr.  KERR  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  888)  to  grant  a  pension  to  Henry  C.  Mon- 
roe ;  which  was  reaa  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. 

JOHN  A.  CROHIER. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
884)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A.  Crohier,  of 
Indiana ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

DEAN  A.  WILLS. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  886)  granting  a  pension  to  Dean  A. 
Wills  ]  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  theCommitt^e  on  Invalid  Pen 
sions. 

J.  AND  0.  P.  COBB  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  836)  for  the  relief  of  J.  A  O.  P.  Cobb 
&  Co. ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  COBURN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
887)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  diplomatic  and  consular  system  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  August  18, 
1856 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENLISTMENT  OF  MINORS. 

Mr.  COBURN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  888 )  to  provide  that  minors  shall  not 
be  enlisted  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  without  the  consent  of 
parents  or  guardians ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CALVIN  A.  ELLIOTT. 

Mr.  COBURN  also  introduced  abill{H.  R. 
No.  839)  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  A.  Elliott,  of 
Indiananolis,  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  which 
was  reaa  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PROCESS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  COURTS. 

Mr.  BURDETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  840)  to  provide  for  issuing  service  and 
return  or  original  and  final  process  in  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  tne  United  States ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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J.   A.  BOWARD. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  874)  for  the  relief  of  J.  A.  Soward;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
iioads. 

MBTROPOLITAN  POLIOS. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
B76)  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  aeTcral  acts 
establishing  and  relating  to  a  Metropolitan 
police  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

DEBT  OF  WASHlNGtON  CITY. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  876)  to  flind  the  debt  of  the  city  of 
Washington ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ACCRBTIONB  IN  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  in^oduced  a  bill  (S. 
R.  No.  877)  relating  to  accretions  in  the  public 
land  States  and  Territories,  and  for  other  jmr* 
poses;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDBK  or  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  States  and  Territo- 
ries having  been  called  through  for  bills  on 
leave  and  joint  resolutions,  they  will  now  be 
called  for  House  resolutions  and  bills  for 
action  at  the  present  time. 

TBANSCONTINKNTAL  8HIP-0ANAL. 

Mr.  LYNCH  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Retolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  take 
ioch  steps  as  may  he  deemed  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  views  Of  Earopoan  Governments  in  regard  to 
Interoational  cooperation  for  the  constmotion  of  a 
sbip'Oanal  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans. 

Mr.  BANKS.  This  resolution,  which  would 
commit  the  GovernmeHt  to  a  very  important 
Ktep,  ought  not  to  be  adopted  without  consid- 
eration. 1  ask  the  ^fentleinan  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Lynch]  to  consent  to  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  oli  Foreign  Affairs,  assuring 
him  that  it  shall,  as  promptly  as  possible,  be 
reported  upon. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  desires  that  disposi- 
tion of  the  subject  I  have  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  so  referred. 

FKBNOU  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  If  it  be  in  order  I  have  a 
memorial  which  I  should  like  to  introduce  and 
have  printed  in  the  Globe. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  in  connection  with 
this  same  subject? 

Mr.  LYNCH.  No,  sir.  It  is  in  reference 
to  French  spoliation  claims. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  recognize 
the  gentleman  on  that  subject  after  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

RELIKT  PROM  IMPORT  DUTIES. 

Mr.  HALE  introduced  a  bill(H.  R.  No.  878) 
to  relieve  American-built  steamers  and  vessels 
from  import  duties  laid  upon  materials  and 
articles  enterinff  into  their  construction,  repair, 
and  use ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  bill  provides  that  all  import  duties  here- 
after collected  on  materials  entering  into  the 
construction  of  vessels  and  steamers  built  in 
the  United  States  shall  be  returned  to  the 
builders  thereoft  under  regulations  to  be  estab- 
lished for  such  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  all  articles  of  foreign  pro 
duct  needed  for  subsistence  on  American  ves- 
sels and  steam ejs  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
or  in  the  use  or  repair  of  American  vessels  and 
steamers,  may  be  withdrawn  firom  bonded 
warehouses  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  demand  the  previous  quee- 
tion  on  tbe  passage  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  that  will  not  be  done, 
but  that  the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  COX.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  that 
bill  again. 

.  Mr.  KELLEY.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Has  the  gentleman  from  Maine  given  notice 
of  his  intention  to  submit  thut  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  question  of 
fact. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  i^ven  notice  under  the 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  So  the  clerks  inform  the 
Chair. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  should  like  to  say  that 
matter  is  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  this  bill  should  go  to'  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  divided,  and  there  were — ayes 
46,  noes  70;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER  under  the  rule  ordered 
tellers,  and  appointed  Mr.  Randall  and  Mr. 
Hale. 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  subject. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  59,  noes  64. 

So  the  House  refused  to  second  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  re- 
ftTT&d  to  the  Commiilee  of  Wave  and  Means. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  desire  to  debate  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  That  is  ail  right ;  let  it  be 
referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  COX.     I  desire  to  say  this 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  object  to  debate  unless 
we  have  an  opportjinity  to  reply. 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  to  make  a  parliamentary 
inquiry;  that  is,  when  will  this  subject  come 
up  again  if  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  be  voted  down  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  could  not  be  debated 
on  the  day  of  its  introduction. 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  to  say  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot 
debate  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  whole  subject  is  before 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  now. 

Mr.  COX.  A  committee  which  will  never 
do  anything  to  rescue  our  shipping. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  You  cannot  take  snap- 
judgment  on  a  bill  like  this,  and  push  it  through 
the  House  without  debate. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
that  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  see  why  this  bill 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentary 
inquiry.  If  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  does  not  prevail  will  not  the  bill 
be  before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  debate, 
going  over  to  some  day  when  it  can  be  reached  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  is  a  question  which  the 
gentleman  from  Wisconsin  can  answer  for  him- 
self, as  he  is  well  aware  that  reaching  a  meas- 
ure is  one  of  the  most  uncertain  proolems  in 
this  House. 

Mr.  ELDRtDGK.  Not  quite  so  uncertain 
as  to  bury  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  see  why  the  gentle- 
man from  Wisconsin  should  say  that  the  bill 
would  be  buried  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  ELD  RIDGE.  Because  it  has  been  the 
grave  of  all  such  thingft. 

Mr.  DAWES.  This  committee  has  not  had 
time  to  dig  anybody's  grave. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  resolution  goes 
over,  it  will  be  open  for  debate  in  the  fraction 
of  any  future  morning  hour  remaining  aft«r 
going  through   with   the  oall  of  States  for 


bills  and  resolutions,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  must  be  aware  of  the  very  sm&W 
probability  of  its  being  reached  under  these 
circumstances. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  desire  to  know  whethei 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  not  the 
appropriates  committee  to  which  this  should  go . 
I  cannot  approve  of  having  an  important  bill 
like  this  snapped  through  the  House  without 
any  cousideraiiou. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  concerns  the  duties  to  be 
levied  on  certain  materials,  and  therefore  should 
go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GOX.  It  concerns  commerce  rather 
than  the  tariff",  and  t  submit  that  question  to 
the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  a  parliament- 
ary point.  It  is  one  for  the  House  and  not  the 
Chair  to  determine. 

The  question  was  on  Mr.  Holmak's  amend- 
ment, to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  instead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  and  being  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  n^ati^e — ayes  55,  noes  74. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

the  SPEAKER.     The  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Dawss,]  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  On  *iiat  question  I  de 
mand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  Pending  that  demand  fbi 
the  yeas  and  nays  the  morning  hour  hat  ex- 
pired, ancl  th^  bill  goes  over. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  It  is  just  as  weU  that  it 
should  be  so  as  to  have  it  in  the  handa  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

FBBNOH  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  LYNCH.     I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 

{>resent  a  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  Port- 
and,  asking  indemnity  for  French  daimi^  and 
reauest  that  it  be  printed  in  the  Globe. 

Mr.  BANKS.     1  object  to  printing  in  tb(^ 
Globe.    There  are  hundreds  of  these  memo 
rials  presented  every  day. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  The  printing  of  this  one  will 
serve  for  all. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  know  it;  but  then  it  will  be 
on  record  that  one  is  printed  In  the  Globe  and 
another  is  not.     I  insist  on  my  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  to  print  in  the 
Globe  requires  unanimous  consent,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bakks] 
objects.  The  memorial  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

RBPORT  OF  THB    COMMISSTONBR  OP    PBN810N8. 

Mr.  WILLARD,  by  unanimotis  consent,  pre- 
sented a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  ten- 
sions, addressed  to  Hon.  C.  W.  Willabd,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions and  the  War  of  1812,  and  asked  that  it  be 
printed  in  the  Globe. 

There  was  no  objection.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

DlPABTMSNT  OF  THB  IVTBBIOB. 

Pension  Bubbav,  Jimtionf  6. 1872. 

Sib  :  I  havo  the  honor  to  ftoknow1«d««  the  reeeipt 
of  7oar  comma nicatioo  of  the  28th  alumo.  relative 
to  various  qaestione  involved  in  contemplated 
amendments  to  the  act  of  February  14,1871.  n-aot- 
ing  peniioDS  to  the  survivors  of  the  war  of  1812  who 
served  sixty  days,  and  to  their  widowi,  aad  alto  to 
matters  ooDnected  with  the  bounty  land  division  of 
this  office :  and.  in  compliance  with  your  reqaest. 
to  famish  the  following  intormation,  tak«D  frum 
the  files  and  records  of  this  bureaa,  in  reply  to  the 
iuterrogatories  contained  in  jonr  letter,  whi<di  are 
answered  teriatim, 

I.  '*How  many  soldiers  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
and  the  length  of  service,  whether  one  month,  two 
months,  or  more?" 
The  number  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  nuuines  who 

served  twelve  months  or  more 63,179 

Xamber  of  militia  who  served  six  nonthi  or 

more 63,325 

Number  of  militia  who  serv^  three  months 

or  more , ....l ~ JL2S.648 

Number  of  militia  who  8erf  ed  one  month  or 

more - [ 125,307 

Number  of  lailitfa  who  servtod  lea  than  one 

< 

i 
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ftirtha  nn  of  Cancreu.  Aod  odb  thoa»nd  copies  of 

ttaa  ume  for  the  use  ol  tbo  Trsuurr  DspartmeDt. 

REPBAL  OF  [NCOMB  TAX. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    1  call  for  ihe  regular  order. 

ThB  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
cftlled  for,  tbe  House  iriU  proofed  to  the  con- 
BideratioQ  of  a  resolution,  which  cornea  over 
from  the  lost  Monda;  tbe  Houae  nas  in  ses- 
gion,  oSerpd  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut, [Mr.  Kellooq],  and  upon  the  adoptioa  of 
irfaich  be  baa  moved  a  auapengion  of  tbe  rnlea. 
The  Clerk  will  report  the  rcRolution. 

The  Clerk  read  ag  foUoaa ; 

Bnoltitd,  ThattbsCommittseoFWiiTiandHsaDi 
ba  niiuntcd  to  report  a  bill  fur  tht  ooDtldsrotion 

bls.rorlba  immadlaie  repeal  of  th*  prOTiiioni  tor 


The  pending  question  waa  upon  mspeDding 
the  rules  aod  adopting  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  the  geotleman  will  modifj 
tbo  resolution  bf  sb'iking  out  the  vords  "in 
Januar;  next"   I  will  not  oppose  his  reso- 

Mr.KBLLOGG.    I  will  do  ao. 

Mr.  DAWES.  And  I  will  ask  the  jeas  and 
Dftys  in  order  to  get  the  aeose  of  the  Honae. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Is  it  in  order  to  mod- 
ify the  resolution  now7 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  Only  b;  nnftnimoas  con- 
lent,  pending  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     Then  I  object. 

Mr.  KELLOGQ.  Can  I  offer  a  aabatilat« 
for  the  resolution? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  luspead  tbe 
raleiand  pass  tbe  resolution  cuts  off  all  amend- 

Mr.  KELLOGG..  Ihopethegontlemanfrom 
Ohio  [Ur.  Stetrhson]  will  withdraw  his 
objection. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Tbe  gentleman  Intro- 
doced  bis  resolution  aa  he  wanted  it. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Yes,  last  December.  I 
hope  tbe  gentleman  will  not  take  advantage  of 
Bucb  a  amalt  tecbnicality  ag  that. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  a  vote  of  the  House 
b;  yeas  and  nays,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  aenti- 
ment  of  the  House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  COX.    Report  a  bill  and  let  the  Houao 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  shall  mjaelf  vote  for  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  EELLOGO.  I  withdraw  the  motion 
to  BDspend  the  misa,  aod  1  alao  withdraw  the 
teiolutioQ. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  reaokUoa  is  not 
before  the  Houae. 

Mr.  EELLOGO.  I  now  offer  a  reaolntion 
which  I  aend  to  the  Clerk'a  desk. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  consent  to  introdace  a  bUl 
to  repeal  tbe  income  taj . 

TheSPEAEER.  ThegentlemenfromCoa- 
necticut  [Ur.  Kkumoq]  has  been  rect^ized 
by  the  Chair. 

Tbe  Clerk  read  the  reaolotion,  aa  followa: 

Ritolvid.  ThattheConiiDitt«BDrWaygaQdHeane 
bereoueated  to  report  a  bill  fortbeoDnrideraliop  of 
this  Honae  bi  e&rly  u  prutioabla  forthe  [oimadlala 
Tcpesi  of  tha  provltlont  for  tba  DOltrntioD  of  thain- 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  move  that  the  rales  be 
suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  call  for  tbe  yeas  and  navB. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  morethatthereso- 
lution  be  laid  oil  the  table. 

TbeSPEAEBR-  Thatmotiooisnotiuorder 
peodiag  the  motion  to  saspend  tbe  rules. 

Tbe  yeas  and  najs  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  there 
were — yeas  71,  naya  81,  not  trotiogSd;  as  fol- 
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So  (two  thirds  not  voting  io  favor  thereof) 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  waa  not 
agreed  to. 

During  the  call  of  tbe  roll, 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said:  I  would  like  to  make 
an  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  resolution  now 
pending.  I  have  been  somewhat  embarraaaed 
in  regard  to  tbe  vote  which  I  onght  to  give, 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  roll-call  cannot  be 
auspended  for  debate. 

Mr.  BRIQHT.  I  would  like  to  make  a 
statement,  and  1  will  put  it  in  the-form  of  a 
question  of  order.  I  understand  that  by  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Jnly  14 

Tbe  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.     I  vote  "no." 

oCe  was  auDoanced  as 

APPOIHTMBNT8  TO  civil,  8SRTICK. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rulea 
in  order  to  adopt  the  following  resolution  i 

Rnetttd,  ThitthtseleotCommitteeaD  tbaRaform 
of  tbe  Civil  Sarvioe  ba  dirsotad  to  raport  a  bill  pro- 
•IdiDE,  10  far  tu  prnetioabla.for  tha  admiuioa  to  tha 
civil  sarvioa  ofanumbar  of  psnoni  from  euih  8Ut« 
in  proportion  to  ita  popnlatioa,  iind  alio  livini  tba 

tbaQovainment  boDorable  serviea  aa  loldien  and 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rulea  was  agreed 
to,  and  tbe  resolution  waa  adopted. 

gDBSIDIRB  TO   KAILBOADB. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  move  to  suspend  the  mies 
'    the purpoaeof adopting tbereaolnlion  which 


.naot  of  Confrenof  JnlT2.18e2. 


ises,  a  (ran 


wu  made  to  l 
benaSt  of  the 
td  Company : 


elaimed  bythaAtoL 

Oompan)'.  do*  called  Caotral  Branob  Unioa  Paoitlo 
Railroad  Campanr.lbaUbeHaDnibal  and  St.  Joaepb 
Bailroad  Company  mada  in  IBES  an  ouitDmeat  to  it 
of  all  it!  rights  and  rranehlsesoreatadbviald  aetof 
Convrass  of  1832;  and  wbereaa  it  it  oiaimad  by  the 

abaolately  null  and  void,  and  tbaC  it  waa  fraudu- 
lently moAt,  and  ibat  impropar  and  corrnpt  meani 

wbe'eu't^beBaidAUibiBonaBdPika'iFeak'^IUiiioad 
Compao?  now  keuwn  aa  tbe  Central  Br.noh  Union 

poniat.  anddamandinsUnlladStataapatenta  Ibare- 
forfrom  the  Seoreiarj  of  tba  Intarior:  Now,  thera- 

Be  it  Tttohed,  That  Ibe  matters  baiein  let  forth 
are  hereby  referred  Co  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judi- 
ciary for  aiamination  and  report:  tbat  laid  oom- 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  otqect  to  tbe  coosidera- 
^on  of  this  proposition  at  tbe  preaent  time, 
and  raise  the  point  of  order  that  do  ootioe  baa 
been  given. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thb  ia  a  House  reaolo- 
tion  offered  uDder  a  notion  to  sospeod  the 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  object  tothat  por 
tion  just  r<>ad,  proposing  to  authorize  the  com- 
mittee to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  whole  qneslion  will 
be  settled  by  the  House.  The  pending  motion 
is  to  anspend  the  rulea.  Tbepoini  of  the  gen- 
tleman trom  Indiana  [Mr.  Houfoii]  ia  madf 
under  tbe  rules. 

The  Clerk  cootinned  the  reading  of  thereto- 
lotion,  as  follows: 


^d  ii  bareby  diraoted  to  examine  Into  all 

mitancai  louchini  thealleted  aralcDmeni 
d  ;  and  furtbar  to  examine  into  tha  qnci 
a  validity  of  the  claim  of  tbe  said  Atehii 
ke's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  now  called 
oocb  Union  Pacific  RajlToad  CompaDT.  to 
B  Undi  ai  aforaiaid.  and  report  by  bill  01 

4nd  i(  I'l  fynfLmr  maleed.  That  a  copy  of  tUi 

lolulion  be  daliTeradto  the  Secretary  of  the  Int*- 

>ad  he  ia  hereby  raqnealad  to   a '  "- 


■XV. 


_  he  ia  hereby  reqnealad  to   auapend  any 

id  all  action  within  tbe  Dapartment  of  the  IdI«- 

tba  aforaeaid  eompaDiaa  to  any  of  tha  land*  abonl 
tbe  ri(bt  of  which  any  oontroreny  aiiats.  nntil 
after  tbe  said  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  shall 

tare  herein  apacifled  and  the  report  ahall  have  baan 
finally  acted  upon. 

Mr.  RANDALL. 
the  gentlea._ .    .  .  .  ^ 

give  us  some  explanation  of  this  reaolntionf 
T  have  no  doubt  it  ia  all  right;  bat  atill  we 
lack  information. 

The  SPEAKER.    An  explanation  can  only 
be  made  by  nnanimons  conaent. 

Hr.  RANDALL.    1  hope  ananimona  e 
sent  will  be  givi 

The  SPEAKER.     If  there  be  do  objection 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Mooba]  can 


addre 


>the  E 


HOLMAN.    I  hope  the  gentlemao  will 
be  permitted  to  explain  the  object  of  the  rMo 

Mr.  MOORE.  1  suggest  that  tbe  portion  of 
the  resolution  which  empowers  the  committee 
to  send  for  persona  and  papers  be  atmck  out, 
and  then  it  will  be  a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry, 
directing  the  Judiriary  Committee  to  examine 
and  report  Io  this  Houae  whether  any  of  tfaeae 
transactions  have  been  fraudulent,  or  whether 
patents  for  lands  which  ought  not  to  be  isaned 
are  bkely  U>  be  issued. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  tbe  gentleman  strikes 
out  tbat  portion  of  hia  resolution,  uoderstand- 
iog  that  this  is  a  mere  controversy  between 
these  two  companies,  and  that  tbe  committee 
is  to  report  on  nothing  else,  1  certainly  have 
no  objection  to  it  myself. 

Mr.  MOORE.  1  am  wUling  to  modify  the 
resolution  in  tbat  wav. 

Mr.  COX.  Why  has  not  this  controveny 
been  aeicled  by  the  courts? 

Mr.  MOOKE.     I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  COX.  Why  baa  it  not  been  brought 
before  the  judiciary  of  the  country? 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  undetstand  patents  are  to 
be  issued,  and  it  ia  a  question  of  propriety 
whether  they  should  be  iseued  or  not.  This 
is  a  matter  to  go  before  Ihe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  for  ioiestigaiion  and  for  report  by 
that  committee  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  As  I  understan'i  the 
resoluliou  now  from  having  hearditread — and 
I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  IHi- 
nois  whether  my  understanding  ia  not  correct — 
this  is  a  resolution  simply  to  suspend  proceed- 
ings io  the  Department  while  this  investigation 
Is  being  made  b;  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 

Mr.  MOORE.     Yes,  sir ;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  But  the  gentleman  pro- 
vides in  the  resolution  for  instruction  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  introduce  « 
bill.    The  committee  will  have  that  diacrMitM 
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RKMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISIBILITIKS. 

Mr.  McKEE.     I  more  tiiat  the  rnlea  be  hdh- 

p«Dded  for  the  parpoae  of  patLiog  apon  iu 

pnaBue  a  bill  to  remove  the  political  diiabili- 
tiea  of  eertam  citizena  of  Miuisaippi. 

Mr.  ELDRIDOE.  I  «tk  the^eQilemaD  to 
modify  his  bill  bo  ai  to  make  it  iaciude  every- 
body. We  have  worked  away  at  this  thing 
long  enough.  Let  tii  finish  op  the  busineaa 
now.  The  Benie  of  the  HooBe  is  that  way. 
There  certainly  can  be  do  object  in  iieeping  on 
peddling  out  amneety  ia  thia  way. 

Mr.  McKEB.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me,  (  will  dell  bin  that  tfaeee  are  men  who 
were  candidate*  for  office,  and  most  of  them 
are  Democrats. 

Mr.  BLDBIDQB.  Then  I  think  th^  are 
probablythewontmen  wecangrantamneBiyto. 

Mr.  McEEE.    I  think  BO,  too.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ELDKIDQB.  I  wish  to  see  this  thing 
ended,  so  that  there  may  no  longer  be  any  con - 
iroverey  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McKEE.  The  House  has  ahvady  passed 
a  general  bill,  and  every  Republican  from 
Mississippi  is  in  favor  of  geoeral  amnesty,  and 
voles  for  it.  But,  id  this  case,  these  men  have 
been  elected  to  office,  but  they  cannot  take 
office  nnleas  their  disabilities  are  removed. 
For  that  reason  we  ask  this  HoDse  to  pass  this 
special  bill,  because  we  cannot  wait  for  the 
slow  moTementa  of  the  Senate  on  a  general 
amnesty  bill- 
Mr,  BECK.  Is  Dot  the  purpose  of  this  bill, 
in  regard  to  at  least  one  gentleman  named  in 
this  bill,  Mr.  Edmondson,  to  carry  ont  a  bar- 
gain that  if  he  has  his  disabilities  removed  he 
shall  not'contest  the  seat  of  his  opponent  in 
the  election? 

Mr.  McKEE.  Neither  of  the  parties  has 
presented  his  credentials.  As  to  a  bariiain 
aboot  this  matter,  the  only  bargain  there  is  in 
Mississippi  is  this:  that  if  any  gentleman,  be 
he  Republican  or  Democrat,  iaelectpdto  office, 
all  the  Mississippi  Republicans  will  bvor  a 
removal  of  his  disabilities. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  I  think  if  the  House 
will,  by  a  two-thirds  vole,  pass  a  general  meas- 
ure of  amnesty  and  send  it  to  the  Senate,  that 
b((dy  cannot  refose  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.McEEE.  1  willvoteforgeoeralamnesty 
with  the  gentleman  evnry  time, 

Mr.  ELDRIDOB.  Let  ns  keep  sending  such 
a  measure  to  the  Senate  until  they  shall  pose  it. 

Mr.  McEEE.  As  soon  as  this  is  passed  I 
will  vote  with  the  gentleman. 

The  qaestion  wasopoD  aafpending  the  m)ea 


and  passing  the  bill(H.  R.  No.  88G;)  and  being 

taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  npon  a  division — ayes 
ninety-Gve,  noes  not  counted,  two  thirds  voting 
in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  DAWES   moved  tbat  the  House  now 


Itonrn. 
Pending  the  motion  to  adjonrn, 


Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Maaaachusetla,  by  onani- 
moua  consent,  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  considered,  and  adopted  : 
Rtnlvcd,  That  there  be  printed  far  th*  naa  of  th* 
UoDH  ttie  usual  numbsr  ot  oojiiee  of  thiraporl  of 
Tbbmu  Jeffcraan,  Sectetuy  of  Stats,  la  Cha  Uoosa 
of  RBpreaaDtatlveF,  Fabmarr.  1791.  on  the  (abfMt 
DrtlieeDdand  whalsflaharin;  al»Ki«QtlT«  Ddod- 
ment  No.  2S,  of  tha  tecosd  Bessioa  of  the  Thiitf- 


OP  BOONTIBS. 

Mr.  HIBLACE.     I  ask 
to  Bobmit  for  coDsidsralion  at  this  time  the 
followiag  preamble  and  resolotion  ; 


WhsTi 

Jay  3.1 -. 

four  voloDtaai 


daren»o[  thaUL 

ana  mo  oniorcBmoni  oi  mo  law?  of  tbe  Unitad 
Stataa ;  and  wbareaa  abont  ons  htiDdrrd  and  tweatj 
thonaand  iroopn  oera  aoosDtod  br  tbs  Preaident  and 
muaured  into  the  urvioa  andsr  laid  proolamalioD  i 
and  whereu  thE  SuprsmoCourtof  tbaCnitad  Statea 
hare  decided  that  the  penonsirbo  enliatsd  under 
aaid  prnclamatian  and  wars  honorable  diaoharfBd 

referouca  to  the  time  aened  by  an^TOoa  personi; 
and  whereas  the  Second  CoiOBtrDller  of  the  Tr 


hicty-fuur  panoni  a 
praclaualion  -  "■ 
U  Tnafsfore, 


'b'.f. 


Ltled  tol 
id  b;  t 


m^kr^isrl 


Rr-olotd.  Tbat  tile  ComDitttea  on  Military  ASun 

ment  of  Iba  bouDl;  prnmiaed  in  said  proolamation 
to  all  perK>n>  who  were  monered  into  tbe  milltarr 
tarvioe  of  tbe  United  Statu  under  it.  and  have  pat 
aJrsadi  reoaived  tbat  boonty. 

Mr.  DAWES.     That  tnstrucU  the  eomuit- 
eport   the   bill   witboat  making  any 
the   fact,      I^t   the   genlieDian 
lution  one  of  inquiry,  and  1  will 
not  oppose  it. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  much  prefer  the  per- 
emptory form,  for  the  reason  that  this  matter 
has  already  been  delayed  two  years,  awniting 
tbe  action  of  Congress,  and  none  has  been 
taken.  All  the  claims  are  »iuBpended  until 
Congress  shall  take  nome  action. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  understand  the  whole  mat- 
ter is  now  before  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  to  insimct 
them  to  report  a  bill  without  inquiring  into  the 
facta. 

Mr.    NIBLACK.     I   will  modi^  my  reso- 
lution so  that  it  will  read  "be  instructed  to 
inqnire   into  the  expediency   of  reporting  a 
bifl."  4c. 
The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  adopted. 

Hr.  KELLEY,  by  mnatiiffions  consent,  sab- 
mitted  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  ana  adopted  : 

R»oflwr/,TbBttlieCammkCee«Cain>ce.Wiichte, 
and  Menaarea  be  instrUDted  to  inquire  and  raport 
whether  the  intriniio  value  of  the  iiiver  ooicace,  aa 
-compare*)  with  the  gold  ooinate,  i<  not  above  that  of 
other  nationa.  and  in;eator  than  is  neeeaaary  in  ootna 
daifoed  for  aubaidiarr  purpo>e«  only,  and    to  b« 

it  would  nut  be  proper  lo  exact  aei^noriwe  from  the 

Uibuiioa,  and  lecoinaie  at  the  publio  eipaue  of 
001119  wnro  by  natural  abraeioo  below  the  letal 
standard  weiiht.  and  whether  tbe  requiHni  of  aucb 
anignorace  woald  not  reduce  the  standard  of  the 
ailiercoin  to  an  extent  saffloient  to  prevent  their 
exportation  aa  builiun  la  tbe  ordinary  fluolnatiaa 
of  theballioD  mark*t.and  sire  tbe  pablie  the  advaa- 
ta^  of  a  metallic  currency  for  purposea  of  eharrre, 
sooh  oDinwe  to  be  limited  *«  to  theancant  of  letal 

KBHOVAL  OF  POLITIUAL  UIHABILITIIW. 

Hr.  ACKER,  I  move  to  saspend  the  rales 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  bill  which  I  sand 
to  the  (^Bir. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain a  motion  to  sospeod  the  rules,  as  diere  is 
now  pending  a  motion  to  a^joam,     Tbe  Chair 


has  been  indulging  vHnous  requests  for  HDani- 
mous  consent. 

Mr.  ACKER  I  hare  been endearoriDg fbr 
some  time  to  obtain  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  ihegenlleman'spropo- 
siiion  is  one  which  will  create  no  discrtssioB, 
the  Chair  will  be  very  glad  to  entertain  it. 

Mr,  COX.  I  suggest  tbatto-dsyistfaeaani- 
versary  of  General  Jackson's  victory  at  New 
Orleans,  and  we  onght  to  adjourn  in  honor  of 
the  occasion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  frffm  Peno- 
syivania  [Mr,  A<?ker]  ajKBDoanrmonaconseot 
to  introdaoe  a  bill,  the  title  of  wMch  will  be 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows; 
A  bill  to  remove  letal  and  politioaldisabilltiaa,  and 
to  rirant  caneral  amneaty. 
Several  members  objected, 
Hr.  ACKER.     I  move  to  suspend  tbe  ralcL 


Mr.  FABNSWORTH.  I  ae  

sent  to  introduce,  for  reference  to  the  Com- 
miuee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  a 
bill  for  therelief  of  Francis  A.  Eastman,  pott- 
master  at  Chicago,  llUnois. 

Mr,  RANDALL.  1  object  to  the  reference 
of  that  bill  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads.  It  isan  application  for  relief, 
and  should  go  to  the  Committee  of  ClaiiDs. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Hr.  FiRHSWoarH]  consentto  that  ref- 
erence? 

Mr.  FARN3W0RTH.  No,  sir.  The  bill 
propetlj  should  go  before  the  Coii)milt«e  ob 
tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Boadt. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Itis  notbing  but  a  claim 
for  relief. 

Mr,  FARNSWORTH.  Very  welU  I  with- 
draw the  bill  for  the  preienl. 

INDIAN  AFriias. 

Mr.  SHANKS,  by  tinanimous  conaent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  ^reed  to: 

~     -htd.  That, the  Committee  on  Indian  Athln 


cffiDiaJsandolberpei 

of  Isaac  V.  D.  Reeve,  of  the  United  SiatM 
Army ;  which  was  read  a  Gist  and  socoDd  tima, 
and  referred  to  the  Gomniittee  an  Hilitaij 
Affair*. 

KXRCUTIOTJ  Ot    BTDDINTB  lit  CUBA. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  tbe  Bouse  a 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates :  which,  with  the  accompanying  letter 
ff  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  r^  as  Allows; 
To  Ike  Homt  ^  Revruenlalivt,  .■ 

In  answer  to  tbe  resolution  of  tbo  Hon 


EZICUTIVE  Hit 


H  with  rafer 


0     "JVs" 


The  Be<reUry  of  Stale,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
that  part  of  the  iwoIdUod  of  tbe  Home  of  Hepra- 
sentativtnof  th*6th  iDSlaotwhiob  requMtaio forma- 
tion lolatioE  to  the  eieculioD  of  medical  alndenti 
and  tbe  failure  of  the  Spanieta  GcTemmenl  id  cbttj 
out  In  its  Weat  India  eolonie*  the  reforma  volnn- 
tarily  promised  by  the  atateansn  of  Spain,  has  tbe 
buDOr  to  lay  before  the  Preaident  tha  papan  speciBad 
inlbeanhjoinedlist, 

Reapefftnilly  submitted. 

HAUaTON  Visa. 

DiriBTUEHT  OP  6tat», 

irtESINOTOII,  DtttmbtrlD,  UH. 
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all  citizens  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  praying 
that  the  tax  on  all  descriptions  of  manufactured 
tobacco  entering  the  market  for  consumption 
be  reduced  to  sixteen  cents  per  pound. 

By  Mr,  POTTER :  The  petition  of  the  West- 
chester Savings  Bank  and  others,  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  tax  imposed  upon  institutions  for 
sayings. 

By  Mr.  RANDALL:  The  petition  of  Rosa 
Urblin,  guardian  of  a  minor  child  of  Frederick 
Wollaner,  late  a  private  in  company  A,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eighth  regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers. 

By  Mr.  SLATER :  The  memorial  of  J.  M. 
Swifl,  M.  B.  McCrearey,  A.  H.  Brown,  Joseph 
Shinn,  J.  W.  Vertue,  and  800  others,  citizens 
of  Baker  City  and  county,  in  the  State  of  Ore- 

f;on,  praying  for  a  erant  of  land  to  the  Port- 
and,  Dalles,  and  Salt  Lake  Railroad  Company, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Portland,  Oregon,  to  the  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road, near  Salt  Lake. 

By  Mr.  SPRAGUE:  The  memorial  of  Abi- 
gail Stukey,  of  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  praying 
tor  an  allowance  of  bounty  and  a  pension  as 
foster  mother  of  Asbury  Davis,  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  killed  in  the  line  of 
his  duty. 

By  Mr.  STRONG:  The  petition  of  the 
Plimpton  Envelope  and  Paper  Company  and 
others,  envelope  manufacturers,  printers,  and 
stationers,  of  Hartford*  Connecticut,  for  the 
abolition  of  the  sale  by  Government  of  stamped 
envelopes. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Emiline  J.  Langdon, 
of  Berlin,  Connecticut,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Society  for  Savings,  of  the  State  Savings  Bank, 
and  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  all  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  8avin|;s  institutions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  Suffield  Savings 
Bank,  and  of  several  citizens  of  Suffield,  Con- 
necticut, praying  for  the  repeal  of  said  tax. 

By  Mr.  WADDELL :  A  petition  from  to- 
bacco manufacturers  and  others,  for  uniform 
tax  of  sixteen  cents  per  pound  on  manufactured 
tobacco  entering  the  market  for  consumption. 

By  Mr.  WAKEM AN :  The  petition  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Corbet,  for  compensation  for  services 
rendered  the  Government  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Calista  E.  Cox,  for  the 
extension  of  the  patent  on  horse  hay-rakes 
granted  to  Harvey  W.  Sabin,  December  8, 
1850. 

By  Mr.  WELLS:  The  petition  of  John  F. 
Neville,  late  lieutenant  and  qaartermaster  in 
the  seventeenth  and  fortieth  Missouri  regi- 
ments. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  F.  Meyer  &  Co., 
John  C.  Tiemeyer,  B.  S.  Grant,  and  others, 
manufacturerSfdealers,  and  growers  of  tobacco, 
of  St.  Louis,  asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  tajt  on 
tobacco. 

By  Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio :  The  petition  of 
R.  Cromelien,  with  acccompauying  papers, 
praying  that  a  fine  of  $176,  improperly  as- 
sessed upon  and  paid  by  him,  may  be  refunded. 


NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

The  following  were  presented  under  the 
rules,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  FINKELNBDRG  :  A  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  post  road  from  Linn  to  Cooper  Hill, 
Missouri. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  post  road  from 
Dixon  to  Manton,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  KERR :  A  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional post  route  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  post 
route  in  Jackson  county,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  A  bill  to  establish 
a  post  route  from  New  Galilee  to  Cannelton, 
Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  SLATER:  A  bill  to  establish  apost 
road  from  the  town  of  Union  to  EajB^ie  Creek, 
in  Union  county  Oregon. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  9,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

Hon.  William  Spraoue,  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  appeared  in  his  seat  to«day. 

BXBOUTIYB  GOUMUNIOATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting papers  relative  to  and  recommending  the 
construction  of  a  Government  line  of  telegraph 
from  San  Diego,  California,  via  Tuma  and 
Maricopa  Wells,  to  Prescott  and  Tucson,  Ari- 
zona ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  also 
lays  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
commission  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
Sutro  tunnel ,  in  Nevada ;  which  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Chair  also  presents  maps  accompany- 
ing the  report,  which,  under  the  usage  of  the 
Senate,  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  determine  as  to  the  propriety  of 
printing  them. 

DTSTBICT  LAWS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
transmitting  four  copies  of  the  laws  passed  by 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  District  at  the 
session  prior  to  Uie  present  one ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  BROWNLOW  presented  the  petition 
of  Fannie  M.  Jackson,  widow,  executrix,  and 
sole  legatee  of  John  A.  Jackson, -deceased, 
praying  compensation  for  cotton  seized  and 
taken  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States  on 
the  24th  day  of  August,  1865;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
7  Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of 
Jane  D.  Mumford,  of  Massachusetts,  praying 
that  a  pension  be  granted  her  for  the  service 
of  her  son.  Captain  Dudley  C.  Mumford,  who 
was  killed  in  battle  at  Prospect  Hill,  Virginia, 
May  81, 1864;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  twenty  citizens  of  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  another  petition,  signed 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  citizens  of 
Washington,  praying  for  the  passage  of  the 
SQpplementary  civil  rights  biU;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  two  thousand 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  pra^in^  fur 
the  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights 
bill:  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  two  hundred 
citizens  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  another  petition 
from  Georgia,  which  is  found  to  be  some  fifty 
feet  long,  containing  the  signatures  of  some 
of  the  most  noted  men  of  that  State,  on  about 
tifiy  sheets  of  cap  paper  pasted  together,  and 
containing  some  two  thousand  names.  The 
names  on  each  sheet — I  mention  this  pecu- 
liarity because  the  petition  has  presented  to 
my  mind  a  question  with  regard  to  its  presenta- 
tion— are,  as  a  rule,  in  one  handwriting,  which 
is  explained  in  this  postscript,  signed  by  one 
of  the  best-known  colored  men  of  Georgia: 

**Take  notioe,  the  above  namei  were  written  down 
by  secretaries  as  persons  came  to  the  several  places 
designated,  and  though  tbe  names  are  mainly  written 
by  a  few  pensmen,  each  person  ordered  their  name 
written  themselves,  and  hundreds  more  could  have 
been  taken  had  the  necessary  opportunity  been 
given." 


This  is  signed  '^  H.  M.  Turner,  member  of 
the  Georgia  Legislature.'* 

It  will  appear,  therefore,  that  this  petitioii 
with  some  two  (iioasand  names  attach^  has 
a  large  number  of  names  signed  by  different 
persons.  It  is  therefore  within  the  narrowest 
sense  of  the  term  a  petition  of  several  persons, 
even  though  the  names  that  are  copied  are  not 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  persons  that  bear 
them,  and  may  not  be  recognized  as  properly 
before  the  Senate.  I  presume,  however,  that 
tiiere  will  be  no  question  witb  regard  to  the 
petition.    I  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be 
received  and  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Jeff'erson  W.  Davis,  late  first  lieutenant  of 
company  C,  sixty-fourth  New  York  volnn- 
teers,  praying  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
first  lieutenant  from  June  28,  1864,  to  May 
10,  1865  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  American 
lace  and  hair  net  manufacturers,  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  an  increase  of  the  dnty 
on  silk  hair  nets  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Patrick 
Robbins,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  from 
the  day  of  his  discharse  ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  rensions. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  board 
of  supervisors,  of  Monroe  county,  New  York, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of 
suitable  builoiogp  at  Rochester,  New  York,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  United  States  courts 
and  Government  offices  at  that  place ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  onlNiblic  Build- 
ings and  Grounds. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  present  a  memorial  signed 
by  J.  IngersoU  Bowditch  and  several  eminent 
citizens  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia, in  favor  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  family  of  Dr.  William  T.  G.  Morton,  of 
Boston,  for  the  discovery  of  ether.  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  i^reed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  also  present  a  memorial 
in  behalf  of  the  American  Temperance  Com- 
mission, signed  by  Aaron  M.  Powell,  president, 
William  P.  Tomlinson  and  A.  R.  Powell,  sec- 
retaries, asking  for  a  national  prohibitory  law. 
I  move  its  reference  to  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Aaron  W.  Powell,  William  P.  Tomlinson,  and 
A.  R.  Powell,  officers  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Commission  of  New  York,  praying 
for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
several  States  for  ratification,  providing  that 
no  candidate  shall  hereafter  be  eligible  to  any 
Federal  office  who  is  addicted  to  the  nse  of 
intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  that 
drunkenness  in  any  incumbent  of  snph  office 
shall  be  deemed  at  any  time  sufficient  cause  for 
immediate  impeachment  and  deposition ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Pearey,  of  Newburyport,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
Massachusetts,  representing  that  he  was  a  wag- 
oner in  company  B  of  the  Uiirty-fif^h  regiment 
of  Massachusetts  volunteers  in  the  late  war, 
and  while  in  the  line  of  duty  at  Falraonth,  Vlr> 
ginia,  he  received  a  double  rupture  by  the 
kickin|^  of  a  mule,  and  that  he  has  hereby 
been  disabled,  and  therefore praving  the  enact- 
ment of  a  special  act  panting  him  a  full  pen- 
sion from  the  dale  of  his  discharge;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  present  the  petition  of 
U.  L.  Jones,  president  of  the  boara  of  swamp 
and  overflowed  land  agents  of  Alabama,  and 
Henry  Sl  Paul,  secretary  of  the  board,  who 
ask  Congress  to  pass  an  enabling  act,  amend- 
atory or  supplemental  to  the  act  approved 
March  12,  1860,  authorizing  tbe  Stote  of  Ala- 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
front  Arkansas  a»k»  unanimous  consent  that 
the  Senate  proce^  to  the  consideration  at  the 
present  time  of  the  report  made  by  the  joint 
committee.  Is  there  objection?  The  Uhair 
hears  none,  and  the  report  is  before  the  Senate* 
and  the  Senator  lirom  ArkAnsas  is  entitled  to 
th«  floor. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  addressed  the  Senate.  Hav- 
ing spoken  antil  one  o'clock, 

POLITICAL  DISABtLlTIBS 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
Y~  hour  has  expired,  and  the  unfinished  businese 
)  tending  at  the  a^ournment  yesterday,  being 
the  amnesty  bill,  is  now  before  the  Senate,  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Sum  NEB.] 

M r.  SUM N ER.  I  was  about  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion in  regard  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Let  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  finish  his  speech. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  propose  to  do  that.  I 
have  conferred  with  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Trumbull,]  and  also  with  the  Senator 
I'rom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sawter,]  both  of 
whom  are  interested  in  the  amnesty  bill.  There 
are  others  who  are  interested  also  in  the  pend- 
ing amendment.  This  is  not  a  full  Senate, 
and  I  would  therefore  move  that  the  amnesty 
bill,  with  the  pending  amendment,  be  postponea 
until  Monday  next  at  one  o'clock,  and  be  made 
the  special  order  for  that  day.  1  hat  will  leave 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  on  the  door. 

The  VICE  PREStDENT.  The  .Senator  from 
Massachusetts  moves  that  the  pending  bill,  being 
the  bill  relieving  from  legal  and  political  dis- 
abilities, with  tne  amendment  oflk^red  by  him- 
self, be  postponed  until  Monday  next  at  one 
o'clock,  and  made  the  special  order  for  that 
time.  Of  course  it  will  be  subject  to  the 
ncifinished  business  pending  at  the  close  this 
week.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears 
none,  and  it  is  so  oraered.  If  there  be  no  objec 
tion  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts will  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  as  it  is 
not  now  in  prim  in  the  precise  terms  in  whicb 
he  desires  to  present  it. 

No  objection  being  made,  t  he  Senat  e  will  now 
resume  the  question  of  privilege,  upon  which  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

MATTKBS  IN  ARKANSAS 

Mr.  CLAYTON  resumed"  the  floor  and  con- 
chtded  his  remariss,  his  entire  speech  being  atf 
follows: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  with  great  relnctancl^ 
that  I  feel  Called  upon  to  crave  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  while  I  review,  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, a  portion  of  the  testimony  upon  which 
this  report  is  based. 

Upon  the  subject- aratter  of  the  report  itself 
I  have  nothing  to  sat,  excef»t  that  it  was  my 
desire,  and  I  so  expressed  myself  to  the  com 
mittee,  that  after  having  commenced  an  invest- 
igation into  the  affairs  of  Arkansas  it  should 
be  continued  nntil  the  wht)le  fleld  was  thor- 
oughly explored. 

The  honorable  committee,  however,  after 
having  heard  the  ex  parte  testimony  of  two 
witnesses  sirmmoBed  at  the  rnstance  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  who  is  a 
member  of  that  committee,  [Mr.  Blair,]  saw 
proper  to  stop  idl  further  investigations,  And 
report  to  this  honorable  Senate  fur  its  iHt^iion. 

I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  thatt  the 
conrse  of  the  comniittee  in  this  respect  is  not 
only  in  strict  accordance  with  parliamenta^ 
Dsage,  but  is  compatible  with^  that  rule  of 
courtesy  which  is  extended  to  every  member 
of  this  body  whose  character  may  be  A8^afled 
in  tb«  course  of  an  inquiry  instituted  for  an- 
other and  different  purpose. 

Mr.  President,  the  two  witnesses  to  whom  I 
have  alhided,  and  who  ar6  the  authors  of  this 
testimony,  now  before  the  Senate,  are  Edward 
Wheeler  and  William  G.  Whipple.  Thn  first 
nsMied  was  fbrsman  of  the  late  United  States 
grandjnry  fer  t^  eastern  district  of  Arkan- 


sas ;  which  jtiry,  if  the  tteStfttbny  Of  Whittjile 
is  to  be  beHevtkf,  the  hottortrt)!e  jfudw  of  the 
United  States  court  was  constrained  to  ^o- 
nonnce  a  **  political  tAaciine?."  By  this  j^ry 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  in^icfed ;  for  when 
political  adversaries,  failing  in  every  other  #ay 
to  overcome  the  object  of  their  eftvy  and  mal- 
ice, ni!Hleriake  to  prostitute  one  of  the  courts 
of  the  conrttry  for  the  purpose  of  persecuting, 
and  not  prosecuting  their  rival ;  when  the 
doud  thus  temporarily  cast  over  that  individ^ 
ual  shall  vanish,  as  vanish  it  stirelv  will,  not 
only  will  the  blackness  of  their  nerarious  de- 
signs be  exposed  to  the  public  gaze,  but  the 
/nan  thus  harassed  and  vilified  will  receive 
some  additional  consideration. 

The  other  witness  is  the  persoa  who  was 
lately  snsbended  by  the  President  from  the 
office  of  United  States  district  attorneV,  and 
constituted  a  prominent  part  of  this  ^*  polit- 
ical machine,"  a  kirtd  of  antoHxaton  who  Moved 
the  pieces  upon  the  judicial  chess-board  at 
the  will  of  a  certain  lavisib^  gentleman  who 
pulled  the  wires. 

If  any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the 
testiihony  of  these  ititif esses,  be  will  soon  dis- 
cover, from  the  animus  prevailing  throughout, 
that  it  is  not  of  that  iiApartial  afid  unbiased 
character  upon  #hich  a  person  in  public  posi- 
tion would  be  willing  to  rest  his  case.  And  I 
am  quite  sure,  if  the  Senate  will  do  me  the 
justice  I  think  myself  entitled  to,  this  case  will 
not  rest  here. 

Upon  analyzing  this  testimony  it  wTTI  be 
found  to  bear  it^ainly  upon  three  particular 
subjects  of  inquiry  t  first,  the  execution  of 
the  laws  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  durin)(  my 
aifministration  as  Governor ;  second^  the  action 
of  the  honorable  jctdge  of  the  United  States 
district  codrt  for  the  eastern  district  of  Arkan- 
sas in  dismissing  the  grand  jury,  and  in  writing 
a  letter  to  me  withdrawing  certain  assurah-ces 
which  he  had  previously  given ;  thi^d,  the 
action  of  his  Excellency,  the  President,  in 
susrpending  from  office  William  G.  Whipple 
(one  of  the  witnesses)  and  Robert  P.  Carter 
son,  who  was  also  summoned  before  the  cotn- 
mittf  e,  but  did  not  testify. 

So  far  as  my  acts  as  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas  are  concerned,  I  have  this  to 
say:  that  they  have  always  been  open  and 
above-board,  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  and  the  investigation  of 
their  properly  constitoted  tribunals.  I  have 
never  shrunk  ftotn^  that  scrutiny,  nor  have 
1  avoided  any  investigation ;  neither  do  I 
now.  The  people  of  ArkSmsan,  to  whom  I  was 
alone  responsible  as  Governor,  have  twice 
through  their  representatives  given  their  un- 
qualified approval  of  my  official  conrse  by 
electing  me  to  the  highest  position  within  tlieir 
gifY,  each  time  by  a  very  large  and  flattering 
majority,  and  the  last  time  upon  the  very  heels 
of  an  investigation  in  the  shape  of  an  impeach- 
ment, whereb^r  an  opportunity  was  afifbrded  my 
political  enemies  to  make  good  their  charges. 
To  show  how  utterly  they  failed  to  substan- 
tiate their  charges,  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
a  C(»py  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  managers 
appointed  to  prepare  and  prosecute  the  firticl^s 
of  impeachment,  and  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows  from  pages 
637  to  640  of  the  journal  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  Arkansas^  session  of  1871: 

"  Mr.  Nbal,  by  nnammotts  oons^nc,  submitted  the 
following  report  of  iht  manarers  appointed  to  ipre- 
paru  and  prosecute  artioieirof  impeaohnient  against 
Fowell  Clayton,  the  Qovemorof  the  State;  wbiob 
was  read,  namely : 

Mr.  Speaker:  Tb!«  eommitteo  appointed  by  this 
honorable  house  as  a  board  to  prepare  particular 
articles  of  impeachment  apaiMt  bis  Excellency, 
Powell  Clayton.  Qovernor  oftho  State  of  ArkanrSaa. 
and  to  exhibit  and  make  sood  the  aaOie,  did.  in  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  this  honve.  imoiediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  bar  of  tve  senate,  and  did  there  irive 
notice  that  they  would,  in  due  thae,  exhibit  partie- 
alar  articles  of  impeachment  ugain«t  said  Pywell 
Clayton,  Qovemorof  iAib  State  ofArkanfns;  and 
the  committee  have  mad«  every  enort  within  their 
power  to  obtain  iafoToiatton  to  enable  them  tu  pre- 
piire  such  articles  of  impeacbfnene  fbr  the  cdn^eru- 
tion  of  this  house. 

"  The  committeo addressed  to  the  honorable  bottrd 


of  msnarerv  heretofore  appointed  by  this  house  !n 
this  behalf,  a  letter,  and  aelivored  the  same  to  tb« 
honorable  chairman  of  said  board  the  day  it  b«an 
date,  a  copy  of  which  letter  is  hereto  annexed,  re- 
speotfally  reqaestingsaid  board  of  managers  to  fur- 
nish this  oothmittee  with  the  tastimooy,  the  nasei 
of  all  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  State,  in  the  case 
of  impeachment  afaioFt  his  Excellency,  Powell 
Clayton,  together  with  the  residences  of  said  wit- 
nesses, and  the  committee  have  not  as  yet  reoeired 
the  desired  information. 

**  The  committee,  as  a  board  of  managers,  hare  used 
their  atmostdiligence  to  learn sach  facts  as  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opluion  mast  be  learned  in  order  to 
exhibit  partioolar  articles  of  impeachment  agaiaat 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  witn  a  dignity  becom- 
ing this  honorable  boose,  and  hare  carefaliy  sought 
information  of  parties  who  the  committee  had  raason 
to  belieye  were  in  possession  of  or  conrertant  with 
the  facts  and  eridence  necessary  to  conduct  the  trial 
of  his  impeachment  suocessfally.  and  have  failed  in 
their  effort. 

**  The  committee  have  also  examined  with  care  the 
records  of  the  office  of  the  honorable,  the  secretary 
of  State,  which  have  a  bearingon  the  issuing  of  State 
bonds  to  the  Mississippi,  Ouachita,  and  Red  Biver 
Railroad  Company,  in  connection  with  the  acta  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
with  reference  to  issumg  State  bonds  to  railroad*, 
artd  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient  eri  - 
depce  to  conyict  his  Excellency  of  miademeaoor  ia 
office, 

**  The  committee  haying  made  these  nnsueeesefol 
effinta  to  procure  the  necessary  eyidence  or  informa- 
tion, haye  to  report  that  they  haye  failed  to  obtain 
any  facts  as  data  that  would  warrant  them  in  at- 
tempting to  prepare  particular  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  his  Excellency.  Goyemor  Powell 
Clayton. 

**  When  these  graye  questions  were  presented  to 
this  house,  some  fifteen  days  ago.  this  house  was  as- 
sured that  there  was  ample  testimony  at  hand  to  sua- 
tain  the  charges  therein  set  forth,  which  could  be 
obtained  at  any  time,  and  would  be  famished  on 
i^>plication,  with  a  full  and  complete  statement  of 
facta  that  eould  be  proven  on  trial,  wbieh  would 
haye  enabled  the  committee  to  prepare  partiealar 
articles  of  impeachment  upon  such  statements. 

**  The  committee  are  now  informed  by  some  that 
there  is  certain  eyidence  in  the  city  of  New  Yori[ 
and  other  places,  that  will  sasain  theoharaea.  From 
others  by  whom  we  were  ir  formed  of  the  abundance 
and  sufficiency  of  proof  at  hand,  the  committee  can 
get  no  information  whatever.  And  such  informa- 
tion as  the  committee  have  been  able  to  obtain  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  entirely  inadequate 
to  sustain  the  charges  against  the  Goyemor,  and  too 
friyoloos  to  attempt  a  further  prosecution  of  this 
case. 

"  And  belieyine  aa  we  did.  when  we  voted  to  im- 
peach Goyemor  Clayton,  that  it  is  not  only  the  right 
but  the  sworn  duty  of  a  representatiye  of  the  people 
to  protect  their  rights  by  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  official  acts  of  their  seryants,  howeyer  high 
the  position  thev  oocupy,  we  here  take  occasion  to 
say  with  the  lights  then  before  oa,  we  would  do  so 
again. 

*' The  committee  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  with  a  full  determina- 
tion that,  to  the  beat  of  their  ability,  they  would 
vindicate  the  rights  of  the  people;  but  while  th^ 
are  ready  and  willing  to  yindioate  the  people's 
rights,  they  are  an  willing  to  prosecute  this  case 
farther,  when  they  haye  no  grounda  to  belieye  that 
they  can,  from  any  proof  within  the  knowledge  or 
reach  of  the  commlttOe,  prosecute  this  case  to  a  sne- 
cessful  termination. 

**  In  yiew  of  the  facts  aboye  stated,  and  thefnrthw 
fact  the  people  demand  at  our  hands  such  relief  aa 
we  are  able  to  give  by  legislation,  the  committee 
woold  rcsp^tfVilly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
fillowiag  resolution : 

**Jie9ol9tdt  Thatfnrther  proceeding  in  the  impeach- 
ment of  Powell  Clayton  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  action  of  this  house  herotofbre  taken,  be  set 
aaide  and  canceled ;  that  the  senate  be  informed  of 
toe  action  of  this  house  in  the  premises,  by  the  alerk 
of  the  bOQs^,  and  that  the  committee  as  the  board 
of  managers  be  dfaoharged. 

C.  R  NEAL. 
CHARLES  MINOR. 
JOSEPH  A.  MEEK." 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  This  report,  Mr.  President, 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  49  to  18,  and  a  few 
days  afterward  I  was  elected  by  the  same  house 
to  the  position  which  I  now  occupy  by  a  hand- 
some majority  over  all  competitor?,  and  not 
by  Democratic  votes  either,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Whipple  testifies  that  f  gave  the  certificate 
of  election  to  General  Edwards  in  order  to 
secure  the  Democratic  vote.  Among  the  whole 
number  voting  for  me  in  both  houses  there 
was  but  one  Democrat,  and  I  can  only  account 
for  his  vote  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Methodist 
preacher  and  a  conscientious  man. 

After  such  proceeding!  upon  the  part  of 
the  lawfully  constituted  authority  in  the  invest- 
igation of  my  official  action  as  Governor,  it 
seems  scarcely  ndcessi&ry  for  me  to  occupy  the 
tim*t  of  the  Senate  in  reviewing  that  portion 
of  the  testimony  which  relates  to  the  chargei 
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coarse.  I  come  now  to  the  Senate  itself,  a 
body  in  which  every  individual  member,  no 
matter  how  obscure  or  uninfluential  he  may 
be,  so  far  as  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities 
are  concerned,  stana  on  exact  and  equal  foot* 
ine  with  the  most  distinguished  and  influential. 

I  ask  of  the  Senate  that  an  opportunity  may 
be  afforded  me  to  defend  myself  against  the 
aspersions  of  two  political,  and,  I  may  sar, 
personal  enemies;  fur  the  assaults  made  upon 
me  by  them  and  their  coadjutors  transcends 
the  ordinary  rules  of  political  warfare.  iSince 
investigation  is  the  order  of  the  day,  let  us 
have  one  in  this  case  that  will  allow  both  sides 
to  be  heard;  and  if  in  the  course  of  that 
ifiquiry  it  shall  be  found  that  improper  acts  or 
motives  attach  to  me,  then  so  be  it.  Let  the 
Senate  know  it,  and  the  country  know  it ;  but 
if,  upon  the  contrary,  it  shall  be  found  that 
the  dart  which  has  been  hurled  at  me  by  the 
hand  of  vindictive  malice  shall  fail  to  reach 
its  mark,  or,  like  the  Australian  boomerang, 
shall  return  to  lacerate  *the  ha?  d  that  pro- 
jected it,  then  let  that  fact  be  made  known, 
and  let  the  responsibility  rest  where  it  belongs. 
I  ask,  Mr.  President,  for  a  special  committee, 
clothed  with  the  necessary  powers  to  carry 
out  the  object  of  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.     I  offer  the  following  resolu 
tion  for  the  reference  of  this  subject  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  ask  for  its  present  consideration : 

Received,  That  the  report  of  the  committee,  aod 
the  testimony  accompanying,  be  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  of  three,  with  power  to  seed  for 
persons  and  papers,  to  investigate  and  report  upon 
the  oharres  taereio  contained  against  Hon.  Powell 
Clayton,  a  member  of  this  body. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PKESIDENT  subsequently  said : 
During  the  absence  of  the  present  occupant  of 
the  chair  a  select  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed,  but  it  was  not  stated  by  whom  it 
should  be  appointed.  ■  By  whom  shall  it  be 
appointed  ? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.     By  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  that  order  will  be  made. 

ORDRR  OF  BUSINB8S. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
call  up  the  question  of  the  reception  of  the 
Roger  Williams  statue  from  Rhode  Island,  if 
the  Senate  is  willing  to  have  the  subject  con- 
sidered now.  I  will  state  that  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Spraoue]  is  anxious 
to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  at  the 
present  moment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  desire  to  give  notice 
that  when  the  remarks  of  Senators  upon  the 
resolution  in  reference  to  the  statue  or  Roger 
Williams  have  been  made  and  that  subject  has 
been  disposed  of,  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  up  tne  report  of  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections,  No.  3  on  the  Calendar,  in 
regard  to  the  Senator-elect  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  There  lies  on  the  table 
a  joint  resolution,  the  last  I  believe  upon  the 
Calendar,  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Sumxer]  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
restricting  the  presidential  office  to  a  single 
term.  I  wish  to  say  that  on  Thursday,  after 
the  morning  hour,  if  the  Senate  will  indulge 
roe,  I  shall  ask  to  take  up  that  resolution  in 
order  to  submit  some  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  yield 
for  that  purpose. 

BILLS  INTRODUOBD. 

Mr.  HAM  LIN  askedj  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
486)  donating  certain  condemned  cannon  for 
a  soldiers'  monument  at  Wiuterport,  Maine ; 
which  waa  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORTON  asked,  andby  ananimoos  con- 


sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  487)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Ayers  and 
George  Walffin  &  Co.,  of  Indiana;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  488)  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved 
May  81,  1870,  entitled  *  An  act  to  enforce  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote 
in  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  "  passed  February  28,  1871 ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FLANAGANasked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  489^  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Clymer ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  440) 
for  the  relief  of  W.  A.  Sayler ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  441)  for  the  relief  of  Tim- 
othy Baker,  of  St.  John's,  Michigan ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  442)  supplementary  to  an  act  to  provide 
for  a  building  suited  to  the  use  of  the  post 
office,  the  pension  and  revenue  officers,  and 
the  judicial  officers  of  the  United  States  in  the 
city  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  approved  March 
8,  1871 ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked, and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  448)  to  provide  for  the  opening  of  a  mili- 
tary ana  post  road  from  the  mouth  of  Walnut 
river,  in  Kansas,  to  the  mouth  of  Main  Cashe 
river,  in  Texas ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  444)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  hankroptcy 
throughout  the  United  States,"  and  the  sev- 
eral acts  amendatory  thereof;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  445)  to  defray  the  expenses  of  district 
judges  from  other  districts  while  holding  dis- 
trict or  circuit  courts  in  the  southern  district 
of  New  York;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  446)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
establish  and  protect  national  cemeteries, " 
approved  February  22,  1867 ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  447)  to  enable  honorably  discharged  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  their  widuws  and  orphan 
children,  to  acquire  homesteads  on  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice  bv  its  title 

Mr.  POMEROY.  A  bill  similar  to  thin  was 
introduced  and  considered  at  the  last  session 
by  the  two  committees,  and  passed  one  House. 
I  have  now  introduced  the  bill  again.  It  simply 
allows  soldiers  and  sailors,  privates  and  officers, 
who  were  honorably  discharged,  to  deduct  the 
time  they  served  in  the  Army  or  Navy  from  the 


five  years  required  under  the  homestead  act. 
That  is  the  extent  of  the  provision  of  the  bill. 
I  move  that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

STATUB  OF  ROGBR  WILLIAMS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  will  be  considered  as  before 
the  Senate,  and  the  Secretary  will  read  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    I  did  not  pro 
p^se  to  offer  the  resolution  until  after  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks, but  if  it  is  necessary  as  the  foundation 
for  his  remarks  I  will  submit  it  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  re- 
ported to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  I  desire  to  submit  what  I 
have  to  say  before  the  resolution  is  offered. 

TheVICEPRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  claims  the  fioor,  and  will  proceed. 

Mr.  SPRAOUE.  Mr.  President,  I  formally 
present,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  a  memorial  statue  of  ita 
founder,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  preserved  in  tne  national  Capitol,  with 
the  statues  of  those  other  worthies  whose  aer 
vices  and  merits,  in  the  judgment  of  their 
grateful  descendants,  entitle  them  to  this  pre- 
eminent honor. 

It  is  less  to  be  resetted  that  the  artist  who 
has  created  so  strikmg  an  ideal  conception  of 
Ro^er  Williams  had  no  authentic  source  from 
which  he  could  reproduce  the  likeness  of  the 
man,  since  the  name  of  Roger  Williams  is 
rather  identified  with  the  living  ideas  of  which 
he  was  the  exponent,  than  with  any  mere  indi- 
vidualities of  form  and  feature. 

Two  centuries  and  a  half  have  almost  elapaed 
since  the  Oeneral  Court  of  the  Plymouth  Col- 
ony expressed  the  intolerant  bigotry  of  a  polit 
ical  clergy  by  pronouncing  sentence  of  banish- 
ment upon  Roger  Williams.  GUs  chief  offense 
was  a  denial  that  the  civil  power  extended  to 
matters  of  faith  and  conscience  j  and  fur  this 
he  was  driven  beyond  the  pale  of  what  wa- 
then,  in  New  England,  the  abode  of  reiigio:. 
and  civilization. 

After  experiencing  the  privations  of  a  bit 
ter  winter  in  a  wilderness  among  savages  he 
landed,  afler  a  second  warning  from  his  per 
secutors,  with  a  handful  of  devoted  friends, 
upon  the  western  shore  of  the  Seekoqk  in  the 
early  summer  of  1636.  From  this  beginning 
sprang  the  now  proud  and  prosperous  city  oF 
rro  vide  nee. 

But  it  is  not  because  he  was  the  founder  of 
a  city,  nor  because  he  planted  a  colony,  from 
the  loins  of  which  has  sprung  a  vigorous  State, 
that  Rhode  Island  has  resolved  to  set  up  his 
statue  in  the  Capitol  of  the  nation  ;  but  she 
has  accorded  him  this  honor  because  he  suc- 
cessfully vindicated  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment in  matters  of  conscience,  and  effected  a 
moral  and  political  revolution  in  all  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  civilized  world. 

The  doctrine  of  absolute  separation  between 
Church  and  State  is  so  universally  recognized 
by  the  men  of  this  generation,  as  a  cardinal 
necessity  to  the  existence  of  a  free  and  healthy 
Government,  and  appears  to  us  to  be  such  an 
evident  political  axium,  that  it  requires  au 
effort  to  suppose  that  it  was  not  a  principle 
of  political  pnilosophy  from  the  earliest  set- 
tlement of  this  country.  It  was  not  so.  The 
Puritans  of  New  England  were  willing  to  suf 
fer  to  the  last  extremity  for  conscience  sake, 
but  they  were  in  no  sense  martyrs  to  liberty  ot 
conscience,  and  were  as  intolerant  of  heresy 
to  their  belief  as  the  Conformists  of  England, 
or  the  Church  of  Rome.  The  Puritaus  brou^^ht 
with  them  the  best  results  of  the  Reformation 
which  had  agitated  Europe  from  the  time  of 
Wickliffe  to  Luther,  but  as  a  body  they  had  nc 
conception  of  the  idea  that  in  matters  of  faith 
the  conscience  of  the  man,  and  not  the  law  of 
the  State,  was  supreme.    The  merit  of  Wil- 
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of  Foster  Blodcett.  ol^miDc  a  seat  in  this  bodj  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  report : 

That  said  credentials  are  indue  form,  and  prima 
faxsU  entitle  said  Goldthwaite  and  Blodgett  to  their 
teats  upon  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tntion  and  laws,  neither  of  them  being  under  any 
disability. 

The  ffrounds  on  which  their  ni^ht  to  seats  are  con- 
tested nave  not  been  fully  oonsidered  by  the  oom- 
xnlttee  for  want  of  time,  nor  will  there  be  sufficient 
time  at  this  session  to  consider  them.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee  it  would  be  unjust  to  those 
tStatcs  and  gentlemen  lo  keep  the  latter  out  of  their 
seats  until  such  inresngation  can  be  had. 

The  committee,  therefore*  report  the  following  res- 
olution :  „ 

Jteiohed,  That  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster 
Blodgott  be  permitted  to  take  seats  in  this  body  npon 
taking  the  proper  oath ;  and  that  the  Committee 
on  PriTil«gM  and  Elections  proceed  hereafter  to 
connder  the  grounds  on  which  their  right  to  seats, 
retpecUveiy.  are  contested,  and  hereafter  make 
reports  to  the  Senate  thereon.  ^^^^.^^ 

WM.  M.  STEWART. 
0.  P.  MORTON. 
'      H.  HAMLIN. 
B.  P.  RICE. 

We  concur  in  the  foregoing  as  to  Goldthwaite.  but 

ttatasfeoBlodgett.  ,^«„„.   „^» 

JOSHUA  HILL. 
A.  G.  THURMAN. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Comniittee  on  Priv- 
il^ea  and  Elections,  in  accoYdance  with  the 
juniveraal  practice  of  this  body  from  the 
fouodatiiun  of  t^  .Oovenunent  to  this  da^,  a 
practice  that  has  not  a  aiitgle  exception, 
reported  that  liie  credentials  of  this  geatle- 
man  being  oorrecr,  and  he  having  been  elected 
bty  a  body  cojupeieut  to  elect,  he  was  prima 
fade  entitled  tu  his  seat  and  to  be  sworn  in, 
and  that  any  ^roand  of  contest  would  be 
beard  afterward;  in  other  words,  that  his 
prima  facie  case  could  not  be  overthrown 
except  by  testimony,  and  that  he  was  not  to 
be  deprived  of  his  seat  until  that  testimony 
oottld  be  heardi  but  was  ta  be  allowed  to  take  his 
Mat  and  the  contest  proceed.  That  has  been 
the  universal  practice.  I  have  looked  into 
4he  precedents,  and  there  is  not  one  single 
exception  to  it. 

The  case  of  Blodgett,  which  was  provided 
for  in  that  resolution,  has  been  disposed  of  by 
the  admission  of  Mr.  Norwood,  so  that  now 
the  resolution  has  not  anything  to  operate 
upon  except  the  case  of  Mr.  Goldthwaite, 
and  to  make  it  apply  to  his  case  alone  I 
offer  this  amendment,  which  is  exactly  the 
same  as  the  original  resolution,  except  that  it 
applies  to  Mr.  Goldthwaite  alone.  I  move 
to  strike  out  all  of  the  resolution  after  the 
word  "resolved."  and  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing: 

That  Geor/re  €h>ldthwaite  be  permitted  to  take  a 
a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Alabama  upon  taking  the  proper  oath;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  proceed  here- 
after to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  his  right  to 
a  seat  is  contested,  and  hereafter  make  report  to  the 
Senate  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
any  remarks  upon  this  subject;  but  I  should 
like  to  inquire  of  the  mover,  or  of  some  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  whether  this  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Elections? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  unanimous  judg- 
ment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amended. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator- 
elect  is  in  the  Chamber  he  is  now  entitled  to 
take  the  oaths  of  office  'Upon  pretentation  to 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     He  is  not  liere  to-day. 

tSlhtAQE  TO  rOSTCR  BL096VTT. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
•jing  on  the  table  with  reference  to  the  pay  of 
Foster  Blodgett,  who  was  a  contestant  here  for 
a  seat  from  the  State  of  Geor^a. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether 
that^  resolution  has  precedence  of  what  the 
Chair  mled  to  be  a  question  of  privilege,  the 


disposition  of  the  resolutions  with  regard  to 
certain  recusant  witnesses? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  has,  the  Sen- 
ator  from  Indiana  having  claimed  the  floor  and 
moved  to  proceed  to  its  consideration.  He 
has  therefore  the  prior  right. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Then  I  shall  ask  that  the 
other  question  be  taken  up  when  this  is  dis- 
posed of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ifidiaoa. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
tion, submitted  by  Mr.  Morton  on  the  19tli 
pf  December  last : 

B^9ohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay,  oat  of  the  pay  and  mileage  accoant, 
to  Foster  Blodgett.  claiming  a  seat<a8  Senator-elect 
from  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
a  Senator  commencing  March  4,  1871,  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Ought  it  to  continne  to 
the  present  day?  Ought  it  not  to  be  to  the 
time  that  the  case  was  decided? 

Mr.  MORTON.  From  the  time  the  ques- 
tion was  decided.  If  the  resolution  does  not 
read  in  that  way  it  ou^t  to  do  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  modifies  the  resolution  so  as  to  allow 
pay  up  to  the  time  the  case  was  decided. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Idonot  think  it  necessary 
to  discuss  this  resolution.  I  am  advised  that 
it  is  in  accordance  with  what  has  been  the 
uniform  action  <jf  the  Senate  in  such  cases,  in 
accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Senate  in 
two  other  caSes  from  Georgia,  where  the  con- 
testants presented  certificates  of  election. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  looked,  lawyer 
like,  into  the  precedents  chat  bear  on  this  reso- 
lution, and  I  have  met  with  no  precedent  ad- 
verse to  the  resolution,  but  quite  a  number 
that  are  in  support  of  the  resolution.  They 
go  upon  this  ground:  that  where  a  man  is 
elected  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  a  Stale, 
but  it  turns  out  upon  an  examination  timt  he 
is  not  entitled  to  the  seat,  but  that  somebody 
else  is  entitled,  this  much  respect  is  due  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  as  to  believe  that  he 
was  elected  in  good  faith,  and  that  he  claimed 
his  seat  in  pursuance  of  an  implied  duty  rest- 
ing upon  him  from  the  choice  made  by  that 
Legislature,  and  that  under  such  circumstances 
it  is  proper  to  give  him  his  pay.  With  the 
strongest  feelings  in  the  world  against  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Blodgett  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  under 
the  circumstances  1  yet  feel  constrained,  in 
view  of  the  precedents,  in  view  of  this  reason 
which  seems  to  me  entitled  to  great  consider- 
ation, in  view  of  the  respect  I  owe  to  a  State, 
to  vote  for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  On  th*  explana- 
tion made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  I  shall 
vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  simply  to  suggest 
that  to  aid  the  accounting  officers  iu  settling 
the  matter  it  would  foe  better  to  fix  the  precise 
date  in  the  resolution  up  to  which  the  pay 
should  be  allowed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  Secretary  will  ascertain  and  in- 
corporate in  the  resolution  the  precise  «)ate  on 
which  this  question  was  decided  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  was  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, I  am  told. 

Mr.  TIPTON.  I  should  have  liked  to  have 
heard  a  'Statement  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  or  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Bk'Ctions  in  regard  to  this  case.  I  unxlerstand 
that  there  «re  precedents,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  been  referred  to  those  precedents.  I  am 
not  certain  that  I  understand  this  qusetion  in 
ail  its  bearings  ;  but  I  had  almost  said  that  I 
am  at  the  present  time  prejudiced  a^inst  this 
case  in  this,  that  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  the 
Senate  ordering  the  pay  of  a  man  unless  he 
has  been  elected  with  some  |>rtf7ia/actf  evi- 
dences of  a  right.  I  do  not  think  payment  ought 
to  be  made  where  a  State  assumes  to  elect  as 
the  State  of  Gleorgiadid,  for  I  think  that  she  pre- 
sented five  natfiesbene  at  about  the  same  time, 


two  to  be  tncoeesoFs  of  the  first  two  elected,  Mid 
one  to  take  bis  seat  on  some  contemplated 
contingency.  I  think  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  came  here  at  one  time  asking  us  to  so 
legislate  upon  her  -affairs  as  to  allow  them  to 
perpetuate  their  legislative  power  without 
going  to  the  people  of  Georgia  for  an  election, 
whicn  would  have  made  it  easy  for  a  Legisla 
ture  to  have  elected  Senators  previously,  and 
during  the  time,  of  the  perpetuation  of  their 
power  to  have  elected  one  or  two  seta  more. 

I  think  in  regard  to  the  election  of  this  can- 
didate that  the  Legislature  that  elected  him 
elected  him  at  a  time  when  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  told  that  Legislature  *'  Ton  can- 
not elect  a  Senator  for  Georgia,  because  you 
are  not  the  Legislature  Uiat  will  have  been 
chosen  prior  to  the  time  when  the  vacancy 
shflll  occur.*'  After  they  had  made  the  elec- 
tion they  changed  the  time  of  meeting  of  the 
Tjegislature  of  the  State,  in  order  that  when  the 
constitutionally-elected  Legislature  should  con- 
vene, they  should  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  the  time  of  their  meeting  hav- 
ing been  changed,  with  an  intent,  until  after 
the  time  of  the  vacancy  happening.  I  under- 
stood it  was  considered  military  strategy,  legis- 
lative legerdemain,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  a  roan 
not  elected  under  the  law  of  the  United  States 
by  a  Legislature  competent  to  elect ;  and  when 
a  State  thus  elects  and  experiments  in  her 
election  and  runs  the  chances  of  getting  in  her 
members,  if  she  fails  for  her  corruption  and 
her  audacity,  I  will  not  assist  in  footing  the 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  quesUbn  is 
on  the  resolution  as  modified. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

CONTUMACIOUS  WITNBSSBS. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  in 
the  case  of  Clayton  Camp  and  David  Gist, 
witnesses  subpenaed  before  the  joint  Com- 
miitee  to  Investigate  Alleged  Outrages  in  the 
Southern  States,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  theSettaie 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution :    ^ 

Whereas  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  dich  by  their 
concurrent  resolatiODs  passed  on  theTth  day  of  April. 
1871.  ant borise  and  direct  the  appointment  of  a  Joint 
select  committee  for  the  performance  of  certain 
duties  in  said  concurrent  resolution  specified;  the 
said  joint  select  committee  to  be  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  the  said  two  Houses,  that  is  to  say.  of  seven 
members  of  the  Senate  and  fourteen  memben  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  said  joint 
select  committee  was  duly  appointed,  aa  by  said  eon- 
current  resolution  provided:  and  whereas,  in  the 
discharge  and  performance  of  the  duties  so  enjoined 
upon  them,  the  said  joiut  select  committee  did  ap- 
point a  sub-committee  of  their  twn  number  to  take 
testimony  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  whieb  said 
sub-committee,  on  the  14th  day  of  July.  1871.  by  aub- 
penaduly  issued  and  served,  did  summon  and  com- 
mand a  certain  Clayton  Camp,  or  Spartanburg 
county,  South  Carolina,  to  appear  before  «aid  sub- 
committee ;  and  on  the  ISth  day  of  July,  1871,  by 
like  subpena  duly  issued  and  served,  did  summon 
and  command  acertainDavidGist,  of  Union  county. 
South  Carolina,  to  appear  before  said  eub-eommit- 
tee,  each  of  said  witnesses  so  summoned  to  lesiify 
before  the  said  sub-committee  touohiog  the  matters 
and  things  which  the  said  Joint  select  committee 
were  authorised  and  required  by  the  concurrent  res- 
olution of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  ootamine 
and  inquire  into;  and  whereas,  the  said  Clayton 
Camp  and  the  said  David  Qist  having  been  so  sum- 
moned and  commanded,  did  fail  and  refuse  to  appear 
before  the  said  sub -committee,  thereby  tbowing 
themselves  in  contempt  of  the  Senate  of  the  UnitM 
States,  as  well  as  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 
Therefore. 

Jiewlved  6y  tAe  Senate  qf  the  United  Stmt—,  (the 
House  of  Representatives  oonourriDg,)  That  tbe 
President  of  the  Senate  issue  his  several  warranto, 
directed  to  the  Sergeant-at- Arms  of  the  Senate^  com- 
manding him  to  take  into  his  custody  tbe  bodies  of 
thesaid  Clayton  Camp  and  David  Qist,  sespectively. 
wherever  to  be  fuund.  and  to  have  the  same  forth- 
with before  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  to  answer  as  for  i 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Has  the  resolution  been 
taken  un  ? 

The  VICE  PRBSmENT.  It  has  been  bj  a 
vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  should  be  very  glad,  if 
it  wouM  suit  the  conrenience  of  the  ^nator 
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ffentleman  proposes  to  create  under  this  bill, 
increase  the  uumber  of  officers  now  connected 
with  the  coinage  ? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  think  it  will  add  one  offi- 
cer, namely,  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  while  it 
will  remove  or  obviate  the  necessity  for  some 
subordinate  ones.  For  instance,  the  duties 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  mint  now  performed 
at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  New  Orleans, 
will  be  performed  by  the  Assistant  Treasurers 
of  the  United  States  at  those  places. 

Mr.  POTTEtt.  Does  it  preserve  the  pro- 
▼isions  of  law  now  existing  for  the  redemption 
of  base  coin  ? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  It  improves  them.  There 
is  no  provision  now  for  the  redemption  of  base 
coin.  A  postmaster  may  receive  only  one, 
three,  and  five-cent  pieces,  and  he  cannot  have 
them  redeemed  by  the  Government  whose 
officer  he  is. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
We  passed  a  bill  for  ihat  purpose  in  the  last 
Congress. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  am  aware  that  there  was 
such  a  bill,  but  I  do  not  know  what  was  its 
fate.  I  remember  that  it  would  have  passed 
one  day  but  for  the  objec^on  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.    POTTER.      On    the    contrary,    Mr. 

Speaker 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  gentleman  afterward 
became  a  colaborer  with  me,  but  it  was  on 
his  objection  the  bill  was  killed  the  first  time. 
Mr.  POTTER.  Perfectly  true.  It  was  killed 
on  my  objection  because  it  was  not  in  the 
proper  form,  but  afterward,  when  put  in  proper 
form,  it  passed  the  House.  Subsequently  a 
bill  identical  with  it  from  the  Senate  came 
here,  and  was  passed  during  the  last  session 
of  the  Forty- First  Congress.  And  under  that 
bill  the  redemption  of  ail  base  coin  is  now  law. 
Mr.  KELLEY.  This  bill  provides  for  the 
redemption  alike  of  all  subsidiary  coinage, 
whether  of  silver,  copper,  or  nickel. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Does  it  make  any  change 
in  the  law  with  respect  to  the  exchange  of  gold 
for  other  coinage? 

Mr.  KELLEY.    Not  in  the  slightest. 
Mr.  PO  TTER.    Does  it  provide  for  a  change 
in  the  rate  of  redemption  of  the  subsidiary 
coins  when  exchanged  for  gold? 

Mr.  KELLEY.    1  think  not ;  I  mean  at  their 
relative  values. 
Mr.  POTTER.     I  mean  that. 
Mr.  KELLEY.     The  gentleman  will  find 
that  it  does  not. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  understood  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  that  it  made  that  change. 
Mr.  KELLEY.  I  think  not.  If  I  find  that 
It  does  I  will  advise  my  friend  of  the  fact  to- 
morrow roorningbefore  we  vote  on  the  question. 
Mr.  POTTER.  I  thank  the  gentleman. 
And  now  will  he  explain  what  he  means  by 
the  "profit  fund." 

Mr.  KELLEY.  IwiU.  The  base  coinage  has 
always  been  a  source  of  profit.  To  have  made 
the  old  **  copper,''  at  the  organization  of  the 
Government,  worth  a  cent  would  have  rendered 
the  provision  of  an  adequate  amount  of  coins 
almost  impossible.  There  is  no  subsidiary 
coinage  in  the  world,  the  intrinsic  value  of 
which  represents  its  denominational  value, 
and  there  is  nonesuch  in  America.  And  con- 
sequently when  base  coin  is  produced  there  is  a 
profit  fund,  which  has  sometimes  amounted,  I 
think,  to  a  million  dollars  a  year.  Thereisalso 
a  profit  fund  arising  out  of  all  mints  except 
those  belonging  to  countries  who  use  silver  us 
a  standard — a  profit  fund  derived  from  silver 
coinage.  England  derives  about  eight  per  cent, 
from  her  silver  coinage,  that  being  tiie  difier- 
ence  between  it  and  gold.  We  derive  about 
four  per  cent,  under  a  law  introduced  by  the 
late  Senator  Benton  in  order  to  secure  asilver 
coinage  as  a  circulating  medium  in  this  coon* 
try,  that  being  impossible  if  a  subsidiary  coin- 
age were  made  of  such  metal  that  its  intrinsic 
value  should  be  its  denominational  value.  It 
was  the  fact  that  the  old  Mexican  '^  pillar  dol- 


lar," as  it  is  called,  was  of  its  denominational 
value  that  lias  taken  it  out  of  circulation,  so  that 
it  is  now  only  found  in  this  country  or  in  the 
commercial  countries  of  Europe  in  cabinets  of 
curiosities. 

Mr.  POTTER.  It  is  exactly  in  respect  of 
that  that  I  wish  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House.  The  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken 
in  saying  that  the  copper  coinage  of  this  coun- 
try was  a  base  coinage  at  the  origin  of  the 
Government.  On  the  contrary,  when  the 
copper  which  was  imported  into  this  country, 
to  make  cents  of,  varied  materially  in  value, 
the  weight  of  the  cent  was,  on  one  or  more 
occasions,  made  to  vary  accordingly;  but  a 
cent  represented  truly  the  hundredth  of  a  dol- 
lar. It  was  not  until  1853  that  there  was  any 
law  for  the  issue  of  an  untruthful  coinage — a 
coinage  that  was  not  in  value  what  it  pre- 
tended to  be.  After  the  discovery  of  Cali- 
fornia, in  view  of  the  great  increase  in  gold, 
silver  became  relative!]^  increased  as  gold 
decreased  in  value,  and  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary by  Congress,  in  order  to  retain  small  sil- 
ver in  circulation,  to  depreciate  the  value  of 
the  fractional  silver  coins.  Accordingly  the 
value  of  the  fractional  silver  coins  of  the  conn- 
try  was  debased  about  five  per  cent.,  and  two 
half  dollars  or  four  quarter  dollars  thereafter 
were  not  worth  a  dollar,  but  became  intrins- 
ically worth  only  about  ninety-five  hundredths 
of  a  dollar.  The  silver  coins  for  fractions  of 
a  dollar  since  1853  have  been  false  'coins, 
such  coins  as,  if  any  citizen  had  reduced  the 
earlier  silver  coin  to  that  extent,  he  would  be 
liable  to  be  punished  for  so  debasing  the  coin. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  England,  France,  Belgium,  or  Ger- 
many, are  not  men,  but  sovereigns,  exercising 
sovereign  authority,  and  bound  to  furnish  the 
people  of  those  countries  with  a  circulating 
medium.  I  deny,  therefore,  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  action  of  such  a  Government  in  the 
discharge  of  such  a  function  and  that  of  a 
counterfeiter  of  coin. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  gentleman  interrupted 
me  to  refer  to  an  analogy  that  I  did  not  draw. 
I  am  not  unaware  of  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  spoke  of  the  fact  that  it  did  debase 
its  fractional  silver  coins  first  about  1853, 
and  after  1858  the.  Government  further  pro- 
ceeded to  debase  its  copper  coins,  and  then  it 
finally  proceeded  to  put  mto  circulation  a  mis- 
erable, debased  nickel  coinage,  such  as  the 
common  five-cent  piece,  which  was  made  for 
no  earthly  purpose,  that  I  can  understand, 
except  to  enrich  certain  gentlemen  who  have 
a  monopoly  of  nickel  in  the  gentleman's  State, 
and  to  give  them  a  profit  n*om  it.  The  fact 
now  is  that  we  have  in  circulation  in  this 
country  five  or  six  descriptions  of  base- coins, 
no  one  of  which  is  what  it  pretends  to  be, 
and  some  of  which  are  not  intrinsically  worth 
ten  per  eent  of  what  they  pretend  to  be,  and 
there  was  no  law  for  the  redemption  of  those 
base  coins  until  the  law  which  was  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  gentleman  says  there  is  no  Govern- 
ment in  the  world  that  issues  coin  that  has  not 
debased  the  subsidiary  coins.  I  take  issue 
with  him  in  regard  of  that  fact.  It  is  the 
United  States  only,  as  I  understand  it,  of  all 
the  civilized  Governments,  that  materially  de- 
base their  coins  and  put  out  coins  that  pre- 
tend to  be  what  they  are  not.  Now,  I  do  not 
know  what  necessity  there  may  be  of  legis- 
lating in  respect  to  the  coinage  now  when  the 
United  States  have  not  had  any  specie  circula- 
tion for  ten  years  past,  and  when  little  at  pres- 
ent exists  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  they  will 
fet  back  to  a  specie  currency  for  years  to  come, 
cannot,  therefore,  understand  why  we  should 
legislate  upon  the  subject  at  this  time  at  all ; 
but  if  we  do,  I  protest  against  the  continuation 
by  this  Government  of  the  issue  of  coins  which 
do  not  mean  what  they  say.  which  are  not  what 
the^  pretend  to  be,  which  declare  a  lie  upon 
their  face ;  for  I  say,  if  it  is  a  part  of  the  prov- 


ince of  the  Government  to  issue  coinage,  it  is 
the  function  of  this  Government  and  of  all 
Governments  to  do  justice,  and  there  is  no 
justice  in  putting  forth  that  which  is  not  what 
it  pretends  to  be  and  attempting  to  force  it 
upon  the  people.  A  profit  fund  so  origin- 
ating, howsoever  large  it  may  be,  is  of  no 
credit  to  any  Government 

Mr.  KELLEY.  If  the  gentleman  is  correct 
as  to  the  early  history  of  the  coinage  of  the 
country,  I  would  like  him  to  explain  where  the 
profit  fund  came  from  when  each  coin  repre- 
sented its  intrinsic  value — what  there  was  to 
pay  for  fuel,  officers,  wastage,  and  buildings? 

Mr.  POTTER.  Really  the  difference  be- 
tween the  cost  of  a  thing,  that  is  to  say  its  in- 
trinsic* value  plus  the  labor  necessary  to  give 
it  form  and  shape  and  to  place  upon  it  the 
proper  device,  and  of  anotner  thing,  having 
only  one  half  or  one  tenth  of  its  nominal  value, 
is  not  difficult  to  understand.  When  I  say  that 
the  copper  coinage  of  the  country  originally 
was  intrinsically  of  its  denominational  value, 
I  meant,  of  course,  that  its  metallic  value  was 
equal  to  its  denominational  value,  deducting 
from  that  value  the  cost  of  putting  the  piece 
into  its  form.  The  Government  took  the 
original  cost  of  the  copper  and  added  to  it  the 
amount  of  cost  necessary  to  put  it  in  the  form 
of  coin.  But  with  this  Pennsylvania  contriv- 
ance we  have  this  nickel  coinage,  giving  a 
monopolv  to  these  gentlemen  in  Pennsylvania 
from  which  my  colleague  at  my  left  suggests 
they  reap  a  profit  of  six  hundred  per  cent.,  and 
the  country  is  flooded  with  base  coin,  not  one 
fourth  of  its  denominational  value,  and  having 
no  relation  to  the  representative  value  put 
upon  it. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Poeter,  his  Private  Secretary. 

MINTS  AND  COINAGE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
House  bill  No.  6,  revising  the  laws  relative  to 
the  mints,  assay  offices,  and  coinage  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  do  not  see  yet,  notwith- 
standing the  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter,]  how  the  pur- 
chase of  copper  and  other  metals,  and  of  fuel, 
and  of  acids,  and  of  retorts,  and  of  dies,  and 
the  payment  of  salaries,  and  the  expense  of 
construction  of  buildings  and  the  transmisision 
of  coin  at  the  charge  of  the  Government  to 
different  points  of  the  country  for  distribution, 
at  their  precise  proper  cost,  shall  create  a 
profit  funa  which  is  traditional  with  the  Mint, 
rhat  is  what  I  want  to  know,  how  the  Govern- 
ment, by  selling  its  coins  at  precisely  their 
cost,  has  always  made  a  profit.  I  would  like 
this  question  answered,  now  a  merchant,  by 
selling  evervthing  that  he  deals  in  at  its  proper 
cost,  shall  ^ot  up  each  year  a  profit  fund  ? 

Mr.  POTTER..   He  does  not  do  so. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  Government  has  always 
had  itsjprofit  fund  from  the  Mint. 

Mr.  POTTER.  My  answer  is  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  not  done  so,  for  to  say  that  it  has 
done  so  is  simply  to  assert  that  it  always  issued 
coin  that  was  oebased.  There  may  have  been 
sotne  little  profit  at  times,  but  there  never  were 
any  base  coin  put  in  circulation  until  1853, 
when  silver  com,  representing  fractions  of  a 
dollar,  was  debased  about  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  If  the  gentleman  was  not 
a  little  rabid  about  Pennsylvania,  if  he  had 
not  gone  mad  on  nickel,  he  would  see  that  the 
nickel  clauses  of  this  bill  could  be  stricken  out, 
and  yet  a  very  great  work  would  be  done  for 
the  coinage  of  the  country. 

Mr.  POITER.  Will  the  gentleman  consent 
to  strike  them  out? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  nickel  coins  are  part 
of  the  coins  of  the  country  to-day,  in  the  pro* 
portion  provided  for  in  this  bill.  If  those  pro- 
visions were  stricken  out,  there  would  be  no 
provision  for  producing  subsidiary  coinage. 
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heftd  of  this  bureaa.  that  it  will  be  dangeroas 
to  attempt  to  amend  it  in  any  other  way  than 
by  a  motion  to  strike  it  oat  altogether.  The 
proposition  not  only  to  increase  the  number 
of  officers,  but  to  increase  all  of  these  salaries 
to  a  rate  higher  than  is  paid  to  any  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  of  a  like  character, 
is,  it  seems  to  me,  an  insult  to  the  intelligence 
of  this  House  and  the  country,  and  I  hope  that 
the  section  will  at  once  be  stricken  out  without 
hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  pass  lightly  over  this  matter 
of  increase  of  salaries  and  increase  of  offices. 
Here  is  a  proposition  to  create  a  new  bureau 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  first  thing 
is  to  give  the  head  of  this  bureau  a  larger  sal- 
ary than  any  head  of  bureau  has  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  salaries  of  all  of  his  subordinates 
are  to  be  increased  also.  It  is  perfectly  appar- 
ent, if  you  do  this,  you  must  ^o  into  the  general 
business  of  increasing  salaries.  No  man  can 
stand  up  here  when  the  other  heads  of  bureaus 
come  in,  as  they  do  annually,  with  their  annual 
solicitations  to  this  House  for  increase  of  their 
salaries,  if  you  now  create  a  new  bureau,  and 
put  the  salaries  of  its  officers  at  a  higher  rate 
than  any  officers  are  now  paid  in  the  Treasury 
Department.  I  have  no  doubt  some  of  those 
officers  ought  to  have  their  salaries  increased, 
while  others  I  do  not  believe  ought  to  be  in- 
creased at  all. 

'  Ever  since  I  have  been  here,  or  for  many 
years,  I  have  tried  to  set  the  heads  of  these 
Departments  to  take  hold  of  the  subject  them- 
selves. If  there  be  anybody  who  should  know 
the  different  duties  ana  responsibilities  of  the 
different  heads  of  bureaus,  it  ought  to  be  the 
heads  of  Departments  ;  but  up  to  this  time  no 
head  of  Department,  no  Cabinet  officer  who 
has  these  bureaus  under  him,  has  undertaken 
any  intelligent  or  general  system  of  arranging 
the  duties,  salaries,  or  compensation  of  the 
officers  under  him.  For  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  they  have  gone  on  in  the  way  our  fathers 
went,  adding  to  the  force  bat  making  no  other 
change.  Men  have  come  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  and  other  committees, 
asking  for  an  increase  of  their  force,  and  when 
questions  were  put  to  them,  **  Does  not  your 
experience  in  that  office  suggest  something  by 
way  of  improvement  in  reorganization,  or  in 
some  other  way  that  will  add  to  its  efficiency 
without  increasing  the  force?"  they  have  been 
compelled  to  say  there  ought  to  be  some  reform 
in  that  direction.  What  do  we  do  now?  We 
a<ld  to  the  many  bureaus  in  the  Treasury 
Department  by  this  bill,  against  which  I  say 
nothing;  and  the  committee  bring  in  a  bill 
prepared  outside,  as  has  been  stated  very  prob- 
ably by  the  committee,  fixing  a  scale  ofcompen- 
saiion  higher  than  that  paid  to  an^  other  officer 
in  the  Treasury  Department  for  like  services. 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  will  scrutinize 
this  matter  at  the  threshold,  and  so  act  on  this 
bill  and  these  salaries  as  to  meet  the  issue 
hereafter,  as  we  will  be  compelled  to  do,  and 
not  put  up  the  salaries  in  this  new  bureau  at 
such  a  hi^h  figure  as  to  produce  discontent  at 
the  injustice  done  to  the  heads  of  bureaus  in 
every  other  Department.  And,  sir,  this  doing 
it  in  this  way  is  fniitful  of  evil  in  every  respect 
and  of  demoralization  in  every  Department. 
Now,  therefore,  that  we  talk  so  much  about 
reform  in  the  civil  service,  let  our  attention 
be  arrested  to  this  question  of  salaries  in  this 
new  bill.  And  with  that  view  I  rose  simply  to 
move  that,  in  view  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
the  House  adjourn,  and  that  we  take  up  this 
question  of  salaries  fresh  on  the  morrow,  so 
that  w?  may  apply  to  it  our  serious  attention  and 
adopt  no  scale  that  will  be  in  the  way  hereafter. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Dawes,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 
it  was  agreed  to;  and  accordingly  (at  three 
o'clock  and  forty-five  minutes  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  BTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &o. ,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  AMBLER:  A  petition  from  109 cit- 
izens of  Alliance,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and 
vicinity,  asking  that  all  manufactured  tobacco 
be  taxed  at  a  uniform  rate  of  sixteen  cents 
per  pound. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Robert  C.  Badger,  of 
Uniooport,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  praying 
for  a  pension  as  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Litten,  jr.,  and  86 
others,  soldiers,  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
[)raying  for  the  passage  of  acts  equalizing  boun- 
ties, and  allowing  bounty  lands  to  Union  sol- 
diers without  requiring  settlement. 
'  By  Mr.  BANKS :  The  memorial  of  Abraham 
Crosswellj  United  States  vice  consul  at  Cape 
Haytien,  in  Hayti,  in  1869  and  1870,  for  in- 
demnification for  moneys  expended  by  him, 
in  obedience  to  official  instructions,  for  the 
support  of  over  three  hundred  refugees  and 
their  families  during  the  capture  of  the  city  of 
Cape  Haytien,  amounting  to  $2,485  71. 

By  Mr.  BECK :  The  petition  of  Edward  Hol- 
brook,  sen..  Birch  Musselman,  and  a  number  of 
others,  manufacturers  of  tobacco  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  tan 
on  plug  and  twist  tobacco,  and  a  uniform  rate 
of  taxation  on  all  classes  of  tobacco,  together 
with  a  protest  against  stamps. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Newcomb,  Buchanan 
&  Co.,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  praying  for  a 
change  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  taxes  on 
distilled  spirits,  with  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  reasons  therefor. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON:  The  petition  of  James 
G.  Field,  asking  additional  pay  as  paymaster's 
clerk. 

By  Mr.  COX:  The  petition  of  P.  H.  Spel- 
man,  J.  McKeon,  and  355  others,  citizens  of 
New  York  city,  for  relief  against  the  land 
policies  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  DUBLL:  The  petition  of  C.  B. 
Heath,  T.  N.  Hoi  lister,  Stephen  B.  Brown, 
and  84  others,  citizens  of  Truxton,  Cuyler, 
and  Taylor,  in  the  county  of  Cortland,  New 
York,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 
post  route  from  Truxton,  through  Chenango, 
South  Cuyler,  Taylor  Centre,  to  Taylor. 

By  Mr.  EAMES:  The  petition  of  the  Prov- 
idence  Institution  for  Savings  and  19  other 
savings  banks  and  institutions  for  savings  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  tax  imposed  on  them. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Waldron,  Wightman 
&  Co.  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Providence, 
for  a  specific  and  uniform  rate  of  duty  on 
imoorted  sagars. 

By  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio:  The  petition 
of  Harmon  Minard,  of  Berlin  Centre,  Ohio, 
for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  HALE:  The  petition  of  George 
Johnson  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Asa  Faunce  and  others, 
of  Belfast,  Maine,  for  the  relief  of  savings  in- 
stitutions from  taxation. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  Sargent  and  others, 
of  Machias,  Maine,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Machias  river. 

.  By  Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts:  The 
petition  of  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch  and  others, 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  the  family 
of  the  late  Dr.  William  T.  G.  Morton,  who 
conferred  upon  mankind  the  invaluable  boon 
of  etherization,  and  on  our  country  the  honor 
of  that  great  discovery. 

Also,  the  petition  of  E.  J.  Davenport  and 
others,  of  Boston,  in  relation  to  French  spoli- 
ations. 

By  Mr.  KERR:  The  memorial  of  Samuel 
Black  and  Albert  R.  Cooper,  for  relief  against 
losses  sustained  by  them  as  contractors  m  the 
improvement  of  the  Portland  canal,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  bureau  of  engineers. 

By  Mr.  KETCHAM:  The  petition  of  Messrs. 
Nicks  &  Hoffmann,  dealers  in  tobacco,  and 


26  others,  of  Red  Hook,  Dutchess  county, 
New  York,  praying  for  a  uniform  tax  of  sixteen 
cents  per  pound  on  all  descriptions  of  manu- 
factured tobacco. 

By  Mr.  McHENRY:  A  memorial  asking 
that  pensions  be  granted  to  Mahala  Lee  ana 
Margaret  Riley,  of  Mecklenburg  county,  Ken- 
tucky. 

By  Mr.  MERCUR:  The  petition  of  Robert 
Patterson,  company  H,  eleventh  rei^ment 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  for  an  act  amending  his 
records  at  the  War  Department. 

By  Mr.  MORGAN :  The  petition  of  James 
Donaldson  and  several  hundred  other  citizens, 
earnestly  protesting  against  the  further  absorp- 
tion of  the  public  lands  by  corporations,  and 
praying  that  such  portion  of  the  public  lands 
not  so  absorbed  may  be  reserved  for  the  bea- 
efit  of  actual  settlers. 

By  Mr.  PACKARD :  The  petition  of  John 
H.  Stailey  for  relief  on  account  of  money 
loaned. 

By  Mr.  PERCE :  A  concurrent  resolotion 
of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  asking  a  re- 
vision of  the  grant  of  land  maae  to  the  Golf 
and  Ship  Island  railroad  in  the  year  1856. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Jeffertoo 
county,  Mississippi,  praying  the  passage  of  tha 
supplement  to  the  civil  rights  biu. 

Also,  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Mis- 
sissippi, to  refund  the  cotton  tax. 

By  Mr.  POLAND:  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Michelle  Auguste,  praying  compensation  for 
eoods  and  property  taken  by  troops  of  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  WILLARD:  The  memorial  of 
Charles  W.  Bradbury,  of  Vergennes,  Vermonty 
praying  for  legislation  respecting  French  spoli- 
ations.   

NOTIC£  OF  A  BILL. 

The  following  was  presented  under  the  rule, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan:  A  bill  to 
establish  a  mail  route  from  Evart,  Osceola 
county,  to  Falmouth,  Missaukie  connty,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  10,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Wilson,  of 
McKendree  Chapel,  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday*  s  proceedings  iras 
read  and  approved. 

Hon.  Cornelius  Cole,  from  the  State  of 
California,  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day. 

CHARGES  AGAINST  SBNATOa  CLAYTON. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  as  the 
select  committee  under  the  resolution  adopted 
yesterday  to  investigate  charges  against  Sen* 
ator  Clayton,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Morrill,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Norwood. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresenti^ 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
885)  to  remove  the  political  disabiliiiet  of  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Mississippi,  in  which  the  eon- 
carrence  of  the  Senate  was  requested. 

enrolled  bills  signed. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  774)  to  establish  post  roads,  and  the 
enrolled  bill  (H.  R.  No.  777)  to  establish  poet 
roads ;  and  they  were  thereupon  signed  by  the 
Vice  President. 

personal  explanation. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  brief  statement  with  reference  to  a 
sentence  in  the  report  submitted  by  me  jres- 
terday  from  the  joint  select  Committee  on  the 
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George  A.  Armes  to  the  rank  of  cSiptain  in 
the  Army,  reported  adversely  thereon,  and 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petitiota  of  Alexander  Henderson,  late  consul 
at  Londonderry,  prayinji^  that  certain  sums  of 
money  be  allowea  to  him  on  account  of  ex- 
penses and  losses  incurred  by  him  during  the 
years  of  his  consulate  at  Londondenr,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (&. 
No.  428)  for  the  relief  of  Julia  A.  Smith, 
reported  it  without  amendment 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  248)  to  provide  for  the  admission  of 
certain  evidence,  reported  adversely  thereon, 
and  moved  its  indefinite  postponement ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

OOLLBOTION  OF  0U8T0MS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  the  reference 
of  the  bill  (S.  No.  2)  to  regulate  the  service  in 
the  collection  of  customs  at  the  various  ports 
of  entry  in  the  United  States,  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  incurred 
under  the  laws  relating  to  customs,  and  for 
other  purposes,  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. I  see  by  the  indorsement  on  this  bill 
that  it  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  I  have  studied  the  bill  very  carefully, 
and  1  cannot  quite  understand  how  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It 
certainly  belongs  appropriately  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce :  it  refers  entirely  to  mat- 
ters within  the  jurisaiction  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  This  bill  is  a  very  important 
measure ;  it  is  a  measure  that  revolutionizes 
the  whole  collection  system  of  the  United 
States,  and  should  receive  very  careful  and 
very  critical  examination  before  it  passes. 

Mr.  POME  ROY.  I  suppose  a  motion  of 
that  kind  may  lead  to  debate,  and  deprive  us 
of  the  morning  hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  was 
about  to  state  at  ihe  conclusion  of  the  sentence 
which  the  Senator  from  Michigan  was  just  ut- 
tering the  condition  of  the  bill  referred  to  by 
him.  The  bill  was  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fenton]  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1871,  at  the  first  session  of  this  Con 
gress.  On  the  18th  of  March  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  On  the  20th  of 
December  it  was  reported  with  amendments, 
and  the  Senator  from  New  York  gave  notice 
that  on  the  first  day  after  the  holiday  recess  he 
would  ask  leave  to  call  it  up  and  explain  it. 
This  he  did  on  Monday  last,  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks  on  that  occasion  it  was 
made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  cext  at  one 
o'clock.  It  is  therefore  not  now  before  the 
Senate;  but  when  reached  on  Tuesday  next 
(if  it  shall  then  be  reached)  it  will  be  in  order 
to  move  to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  to  lay  it  on 
the  table,  or  to  make  such  other  disposition  of 
it  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Then,  as  I  understand, 
the  bill  is  not  now  within  the  control  of  the 
Senate.  I  desire  to  have  it  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  before  it  comes  up 
for  consideration  by  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  require 
unanimous  consent  to  take  any  action  on  the 
bill  now,  as  it  has  already  been  made  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  or  in  fact  a  unanimous  vote,  ine 
special  order  for  Tuesday,  the  ICth  of  January, 
at  one  o'clock.  That  order  was  made  on  Mon- 
day last.  It  would  require  unanimous  consent 
to  take  any  action  on  the  bill  now. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Then  I  give  notice 
that  on  Tuesday  next,  when  the  bill  comes  up 
for  consideration,  or  at  whatever  time  it  does 
come  up,  I  shall  move  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 


JAPANKSB  AT   MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  report  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
war  to  admit  six  Japanese  youths  to  the  VVest 
Point  Military  Academy;  and  I  will  say  that 
this  resolution  is  precisely  similar  to  one  which 
passed  Congress  authorizing  six  young  men 
from  Japan  to  be  received  into  the  Naval 
Academy.  There  probably  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it,  and  I  ask  for  its  present  considera- 
tion. • 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chwr  will 
suggest  that  if  this  measure  is  to  pass  it  should 
be  cnanged  to  a  bill,  as  according  to  the  determ- 
ination of  the  Senate  all  legislation  is  to  be  in 
the  form  of  bill  except  in  very  extraordinary 
cases.  This  will  be  regarded  as  a  bill,  and  will 
be  read. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  454)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  admit  six  Japanese  youths  to 
the  West  Point  Military  Academy  was  read 
twice,  and  by  unanimous  consent  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  receive 
for  instruction  at  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  not  exceeding  six  persons,  to  be 
designated  by  the  Government  of  the  empire 
of  Japan,  with  a  proviso  that  no  expense  snail 
thereby  accrue  to  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  may,  in  the  case  of  these 
persons,  modify  or  dispense  with  any  provisions 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Academy, 
the  enforcement  of  which  circumstances  may, 
in  his  opinion,  render  unnecessary  or  unde 
sirable. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  biU  will  be 
read  the  third  time  now  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  THURM  AN.  I  have  just  heard  of  that 
bill.    Has  it  been  reported  by  any  committee? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was  reported 
to-day  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
through  its  chairman. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  a  rather  more  serious  matter  than  might  at 
first  strike  one.  I  do  not  think  the  West  Point 
Academy  is  made  to  .be  a  pay  school  for  the 
education  of  foreign  youths,  or  for  the  educa- 
tion of  any  youths,  upon  the  Government  re- 
ceiving pay  for  their  expenses.  We  cannot 
send  our  children  to  West  Point  to  be  edu- 
cated at  our  expense ;  we  can  only  send  those 
that  the  Government  authorizes  to  be  sent, 
who  are  appointed  in  the  mode  that  the  law 
prescribes.  I  do  not  know  that  this  school 
should  be  any  more  free  to  foreign  nations  than 
it  is  to  our  own  people ;  and  it  strikes  me  that 
unless  there  is  some  special  reason  for  it,  we 
ousht  not  to  undertake  the  education  in  the 
military  art  of  the  youth  of  other  nations.  I 
may  be  entirely  wrong  in  this;  but  I  should 
like  to  hear,  from  the  able  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  some  reason 
for  this,  to  me,  novel  proposition.  It  may  not 
be  novel ;  it  may  be  my  ignorance  that  leads 
me  to  suppose  it  is  novel. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Has  unanimous  consent 
been  given  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill  cannot  be  had  to-day  if  any 
Senator  objeets.  Unanimous  consent  has  been 
given  thus  far,  but  a  single  objection  will  pre- 
vent the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  A  year  or 
two  ago,  on  the  application  of  the  authorities 
of  Japan,  authority  was  given  by  Congress  to 
educate  six  young  men  belonging  to  that  nation 
at  the  Naval  Aoidemy,  not  for  pay  exactly, 
though  they  pay  their  own  expenses,  to  be  sure, 
and  the  Government  has  been  put  to  no  ex- 
pense whatever  by  giving  that  permission.  It 
was  supposed  thut  we  should  be  doing  a  ser- 
vice to  ourselves  probably  more  than  to.  the 
nation  who  send  these  youth  here,  because  we 


should  send  them  home  not  only  with  the  mili- 
tary knowledge  they  get  here,  but  wiih  a  love 
for  our  institutions  and  with  a  regard  for  our 
people,  and  we  hoped  thereby  to  add  to  our 
commerce  and  trade  with  that  distant  people. 
It  was  not  believed  to  be  on  the  same  princi- 
ple as  taking  the  youth  of  some  European 
nation  who  might  in  the  early  future  have  a 
contest  with  us.  It  is  an  endeavor  to  allow 
the  communication  of  the  knowledge  we  pos- 
sess to  a  nation  and  people  who  are  striving 
now  to  give  themselves  a  prominent  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  one  of 
those  courtesies  which  may  well  take  place 
between  nations,  and  which  often  do  with  great 
grace  take  place  between  individuals.  I  can 
see  no  objection  to  it,  and  I  believe  in  commit- 
tee there  was  no  obiection  to  it,  esp.ecially  as 
we  have  already  made  the  experiment  in  allow- 
ing Japanese  youth  to  be  received  into  the 
Naval  Academy. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  listened  with  great 
attention,  and  with  the  respect  which  I  always 
feel  for  him,  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  but  I  must  say  that  I  do 
not  feel  convinced  that  this  is  right.  If  Jap- 
anese youth  wish  to  study  our  institutions  or 
our  literature,  the  colleges  of  the  country  arc 
open-to  them.  If  they  wish  to  acquire  military 
knowledge,  there  are  institutions  of  learning 
in  this  country  in  which  the  military  art  is 
taught  besides  the  West  Point  Military  Acad- 
emy. I  see  no  necessity,  therefore,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cultivating  good  relations  with  the 
empire  of  Japan,  th&t  we  should  open  these 
military  schools  to  them.  If  courtesy  requires 
us  to  open  it  to  them,  the  same  courtesy  re- 
quires us  to  open  it  to  every  other  nation  with 
which  we  are  on  friendly  relations  —  to  all  the 
republics  of  South  America,  to  any  nation  of 
Europe,  and  to  all  the  other  nations  of  Asia 
that  may  see  fit  to  send  their  children  here,  and 
one  of  these  nations  would  have  just  cause  of 
complaint  if  we  should  admit  these  Japanese 
youtn  and  then  refuse  to  admit  their  youth. 
I  do  think  that  it  would  be  of  evil  example, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  improved  by  the  fact 
that  we  have  already  set  one  bad  example  in 
admitting  them  into  the  school  at  Annapolis. 

For  these  reasons,  I  shall  feel  compelled, 
unless  something  shall  be  said  to  change  my 
mind,  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORTON.  This  is  a  request  made  by 
the  Government  of  Japan  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  I  believe  it  is  a  matter 
of  sound  policy  for  us  to  grant  this  request, 
and  I  know  of  no  danger  to  accrue  irom  iu  U 
is  not  an  example  that  we  shall  be  bound  to 
follow  in  other  cases.  Should  a  request  of  that 
kind  be  made  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  Russia,  or  of  France,  we  should 
be  under  no  obligation  to  grant  it  (h)m  the  fact 
that  we  grant  this  request  of  Japan.  The  con- 
dition and  character  of  those  nations*  and  oar 
relations  to  them,  are  very  different  from  those 
of  the  people  and  the  Government  of  Japan. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  what  is  the 
condition  of  that  people ;  we  know  that  they 
are  trying  to  break  away  from  the  old  system 
of  exclusion  from  the  world.  They  have 
recently  sent  a  commission  here  to  study  our 
financial  system,  with  a  view  to  its  adoption. 
They  have  recently  taken  citizens  from  this 
country  to  superintend,  to  some  extent,  the 
financial  operations  of  their  own  and  to  intro- 
duce our  system.  They  are  attempting  to  adopt 
our  civilization.  And  now  they  ask  it  as  a 
special  favor  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to 
educate,  at  their  own  expense,  at  our  nation 
Academy  six  cadets. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
hesitation  in  granting  this  request;  that  no 
danger  can  accrue  from  it;  and  tlust  it  ia  a 
matter  of  sound  policy  on  our  part.  The  pros- 
pect ia  that  the  commerce  of  Japan  will  bo 
chiefly  with  our  country;  and  while  we  hava 
lost  the  commerce  with  the  nations  of  tlio 
East,  we'  can,  by  proper  care  and  conrteay  and 
enterprise  upon  our  part,  command  the  com« 
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East.  She  is  siding  here  to  learn  onr  system 
of  agriculture,  our  system  of  laws.  A  book- 
seller told  me  that  he  was  constantly  exporting 
to  Japan  the  laws  of  this  country.  We  have 
already  admitted  these  youth  to  our  Naval 
Academy,  and  as  a  matter  of  national  court- 
esy, with  a  view  of  extending  our  republican 
institutions,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  proper 
that  they  should  have  the  facility  of  becoming 
spcquainted  with  all  the  institutions  of  our 
country. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  after  the  words  '*  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Academy  "  the  words  *'as 
to  admission." 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Iwonld  suggest 
'^  and  religious  tests." 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  is  no  religions 
test  in  that  Academy.  They  certainly  should 
not  be  allowed  to  loaf  on  Sunday  and  have  a 
good  time  while  the  rest  of  the  cadets  are 
worshiping. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  read  the  proviso  as  it  will  stand  if  amended. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  provided  further  t  That  the  Secretai^  of  War 
may,  in  the  case  of  the  said  perflons.  modify  or  dis- 
pense  wkh  any  provisiooB  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions  of  the  said  Academy,  04  to  ad  mission,  the  en- 
forcement of  which  oircamstanoes  may,  in  his  opin- 
ion, render  anneoessary  or  undesirable. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  suggest  to  the  chairman 
that  this  amendment  may  lead  to  an  embar- 
rassment There  are  a  great  many  regulations 
notapplying  to  admission,  applicable  to  Ameri- 
can youths,  that  might  not  be  applicable  to 
these  Japanese  youths,  and  which,  if  enforced 
as  to  them,  would  substantially  prevent  their 
entering  the  institution  or  remaining  there.  It 
'  seems  to  me,  therefore,  it  should  be  left  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  alter  the  regulations  in 
regard  to  any  matter  which  would  enable  those 
youths  to  go  there  and  take  part  in  the  exer- 
cises of  the  Academy,  not  simply  in  regard  to 
admission. 

And  now  upon  the  point  of  requiring  them 
to  attend  church,  they  have  a  different  system 
of  religion ;  they  do  not  accept  Christianity ; 
and  if  we  propose  to  do  an  act  of  national 
courtesy  it  might  not  exactly  comport  with  it 
to  require  them  to  attend  the  services  of  a 
Christian  church.  That  matter,  however,  is 
perhaps  susceptible  of  argument  on  both  sides. 
The  point  that  I  make  is  this,  that  there  are 
many  regulations  which  might  not  properly  be 
applicable  to  them,  and  wnich  the  Secretary 
of  War  should  have  the  discretion  to  dispense 
with  as  to  them.  Therefore  I  am  in  favor  of 
leaving  it  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  pro* 
vided  in  the  original  resolution. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENTS  This  being  a  bill 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
from  a  committee,  he  cannot  technically  accept 
the  amendment,  and  as  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana objects  to  its  beiuff  accepted,  it  will  be 
regarded  as  pending,  and  the  question  is  on 
agreeing  to  it 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Attending  service  on 
the  Sabbath  at  West  Point  is  a  part  of  the 
military  discipline  of  that  school.  It  is  one 
of  the  means  for  enforcing  ^ood  order,  clean- 
liness, and  regularity  of  habits.  Now,  if  these 
men  are  to  go  there  and  are  not  to  have  the 
benefit  of  our  imperfect  religion,  then  cer- 
tainly they  should  have  a  chaplain  of  their 
own ;  but  that  these  men  shall  be  there  and 
shall  be  relieved  from  any  sort  of  observance 
of  Sunday,  and  shall  have  no  religious  instruc- 
tion either  in  their  theory  or  ours,  I  am  op- 
posed to. 

Now,  sir,  of  the  cadets  that  go  to  West 
Point  some  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  some  are  Methodists,  some  Presby- 
terians, some  belong  to  no  church  at  alL  The 
rule  of  discipline  requires  that  all  of  them  shall 
attend  in  chapel  and  be  marched  there  once 
on  the  Sabbath.  If  these  men  cannot  con- 
form to  that  rule,  they  should  not  be  in  that 
institution.     Nobody  is  bound  to  belieye  any  | 


more  than  he  pleases.  They  are  simply  re- 
quired to  be  present  at  that  service,  and  with- 
out regard  to  a  man's  religious  belief  or  what 
church  he  may  belong  to.  Our  own  children 
are  all  subjected  to  that  regulation,  and  it  is 
an  entirely  proper  one  as  a  mere  military 
regulation. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  like  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion for  information,  and  that  is  whether  the 
Japanese  Government,  directly  or  indirecdy, 
have  made  any  request  for  this? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    Yes. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  In  what  way?  I  should  like 
to  have  the  chairman  of  the  committee  state. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  will  answer  the  Sena- 
tor. The  request  has  been  made  to  the  State 
Department  by  the  Japanese  minister  now  res- 
ident here» 

Mr.THURMAN.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee states  that  a  request  of  this  sort  has 
been  made  by  the  Japanese  minister.  That 
may  have  been  a  request  made  at  the  instance 
of  his  Government,  or  it  may  haye  been  at  the 
instance  of  some  Japanese  youth. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  think  we  may  Uke  for 
granted  that  if  an  application  is  made  by  the 
minister  it  comes  from  the  emperor,  his  mas- 
ter. This  application  came  in  the  regular  course 
to  the  State  Department 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  purports  to  be  in  the  name 
of  his  Government 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Yes,  in  the  name  of  his 
Government,  and  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  at 
all.  I  have  no  special  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment but  I  should  rather  hare  the  resolution 
as  it  has  been  drawn  up  and  presented  here. 
I  have  no  objection  to  making  these  people  go 
to  church.  I  think  everybody  who  goes  to 
school  ought  to  conform  to  the  regulations ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  compelled 
to  do  so  or  leave  the  school ;  but  I  think  you 
are  only  incumbering  the  bill  when  you  add 
to  it  anything  more  than  is  already  there.  In 
order  to  have  it  pass  without  wasting  time  I 
was  willing  to  take  the  amendment  as  it  was 
offered ;  but  as  it  turns  out  that  I  cannot  accept 
it,  I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment,  and  I 
beg  to  express  the  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
pass  the  bill  as  it  came  here  or  defeat  it 

Mr.  NYE.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired.  There  is  no  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday  or  special  order  for  to-dav, 
and  therefore  the  Calendar  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  hope  we  shall  finish 
this  matter  while  we  are  about  it 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  asks  that  the  Calendar  be 
passed  over  informally  until  this  bill  be  dis- 

I>osed  of,  subject  to  a  demand  for  the  regu* 
ar  order.  Is  there  objection  to  that  proposi- 
tion ?  The  Chair  hears  none.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  will  proceed. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  simply  say  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety  that  the  ship  containing  the 
gentlemen  for  whom  this  favor  is  asked  is  now 
on  its  way  and  will  arrive  to-day  or  to-morrow, 
probably,  in  San  Francisco.  This  is  not  asked 
as  a  right,  but  simply  as  a  courtesy,  and  now 
if  we  are  going  to  extend  it  at  all,  let  us  extend 
it  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  be  offensive  to  the 
Government  who  ask  it  or  to  those  for  whom 
it  is  asked.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it 
to  the  Secretary  of^  War,  on  consultation  with 
the  Japanese  minister,  and  with  these  appli- 
cants, if  need  be,  to  arranj^e  that  afiUr  so  as 
to  make  it  entirely  compatible  with  their  own 
tastes,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  for  a 
moment  disturb  at  all  the  harmony  of  that  insti- 
tution. 

Sir,  a  word  about  going  to  church.  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  thought  rather  hard  if  six 
young  men  of  our  countrv  should  go  to  Japan 
and  be  obliffed  to-attend  Buddhist  worship,  and 
be  supposed  to  become  Buddhists  because  they 
went  there.  No,  sir ;  I  would  rather  reserve 
the  question  Of  religious  worship  and  religion 
itself  to  every  man^s  conscience,  and  let  theae 


youuff  men  consult  theirs.  I  believe  in  that 
way  the  courtesy  granted  will  be  such  as  the 
nation  asking  it  will  appreciate.  The  attempt 
to  act  as  if  we  regardeo  them  as  dangerous  to 
our  institutions  wiU  be  offiensive  to  Siem  and 
hardly  courteous  on  our  part 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  bill  will  pass  in 
that  spirit  of  kindness  and  friendliness  from 
which  the  request  arose.  I  look  forward  to 
this  courtesy  as  bein^  of  infinite  value  to  us  in 
a  national  point  of  view.  We  are  opening  np 
to-day  a  commerce  with  two  or  three  hundred 
million  of  people  which  promises  to  be  to  ns  a 
most  interesting  and  important  trade.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  this  courtesy  will  be  extended 
in  this  way  and  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  that  will 
strengthen  us  and  our  race  with  the  opening 
commerce  of  that,  to  us,  almost  new  world. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  [Mr.  Akthgitt,]  if 
any  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  reg- 
ulations at  Annapolis  for  the  admisaioo  of 
Japai^se.  If  so,  I  suppose  we  shall  have  to 
make  similar  changee  in  the  reralatioDsof  the 
Military  Academy ;  but  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  Senator  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
changes  have  been  made  there  or  not 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  am  not  able  to  answer 
the  question  which  my  friend  from  Maaaacfan- 
setts  proposes  to  me.  I  do  not  think  this 
question  ever  came  before  the  committee  of 
which  I  am  a  member  for  consideration  ;  I  do 
not  see  the  chairman  present  I  do  not  think, 
however,  any  changes  were  found  necessary 
there,  and  I  do  not  think  any  changes  will  be 
found  necessary  at  West  Point  It  seems  to 
me  that  when  this  young  nation,  if  we  may  bo 
call  it,  that  is  iust  advancing  in  civilization, 
comes  forwara  with  a  request  like  this,  it  is 
unneighborly  for  us  to  refuse  it  or  to  clog  it 
with  any  offensive  conditions.  I  think,  as  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  has  said,  that  it  is  of 
very  great  importance  to  us  to  have  the  good 
will  of  this  most  interesting  people.  I  hope 
the  bill  will  pass  as  it  came  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  Uie  Senator  from  Wis 
cousin. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  for  the  yeaa  and 
navs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  the  amendment  be 
read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amend- 
ment  will  again  be  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  which 

was,  after  the  word  ^*  Academy,"  in  the  second 

proviso  of  the  bill,  to  insert  the  words  '*  as  to 

admission  thereto;*'  so  as  to  make  the  proviso 

read: 

And  provided  further.  That  the  SeoreUir  of  War 
may,  in  the  ease  of  the  «aid  jpenoni.  modify  or  di»- 
pense  with  any  provisions  or  the  rules  nod  rorula- 
tions  of  the  said  Academy,  as  to  admuuion  thereto, 
the  enforcemeDt  of  which  ciroomstancee  may,  in  his 
opinion,  render  unnecessary  or  undesirable. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  20,  nays  18 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS—M^ssrs.  Carpenter.  Ofaandler.  CooklinK. 
Cooper,  Davis  of  Kentaoky,  Davis  of  West  Virctuia. 
Fenton.  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texa.<. 
Logan,  Norwood.  Osbom.  Fomeroy.  Saulabary.  6aw- 

er.  Stevenson,  Stoekton.  Xharman.  Vickers.  and 
^est— 20. 

NATS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brownlow,  Cameron. 
Cole,  Ferry  of  Michigan.  Frelingbnysen,  Hitobcock, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson,  Ram- 
sey, Rice.  Sohorz,  Soott,  Spencer,  Sumner,  and 
WilHon-18. 

ABSBNT^-Meesra.  Aleom,  Ames.  Bayard.  Blair. 
Boreman,  Bnokinffham.  Caldwell,  Casserly.  Clayton. 
Corbett.  Cra^in,  JSdmunds,  Ferry  of  Connect  icat, 
Flanagan,  Gilbert.  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Hill.  Howe, 
Johnston,  Kellogg,  Kelly,  Lewis.  Morrill  of  Main«, 
Pool,  Pratt,  Robertson.  Sherman,  Spragae,  Stewart, 
Tipton,  Tromball,  Windom,  and  Wright— M. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill— — 

Mr.  VICKERS.  That  this  matter  may  b« 
more  fnllv  oonsidered.  I  object  to  the  ihird 
reading  of  the  bill  to  day. 
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Mr.  KELLET  moved  to  recoDsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  itbh  racommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motioa  to 
ncoDsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  irsa.  agreed  to. 

TEXAS  KLBCTIOH W.  T.  CLiRBB. 

Mr.  HO&R.  Irisetoaqtiestioo  of  privilege. 

I  call  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elac- 
liooB  ID  the  caee  of  William  T.  Clarke,  claim- 
ing a  seat  as  Representative  from  the  third 


The  Clerk  read  aa  followa : 

Rfolvtd,  ThU  W.  T.  Ctuk«  baa  thi  vrima  faeU 
ri(tac  (o  K  iMt  M  ReprasnUtin  fram  the  third  COD - 

(reuion&I  diitrict  ortb«  State  ofTciu.  and  is  snli- 
tlod  10  tnka  tbs  oath  of  offios  u  &  member  of  tbli 
Uoaaa,  without  pr«judic«  I«  tb«  rifht  of  anr  penon 
olDimlDC  to  bk>«  b<sa  elMted  tbsreto  to  oontcat  bii 

Hr.  HOAR.  Tbia  \e  a  v?r;  simple  matter, 
and  I  propoBe  to  ask  the  previous  ^neation  at 
the  end  of  balf  an  hoar,  and  to  give  gentle- 
men on  the  other  aide  one  half  of  toe  hour  and 
a  half  which  will  be  devoted  to  the   whole 


neceasar;  to  oecapf  the  three  quarters  of  the 
hoar  reaerved  to  our  side ;  I  think  I  can  con- 
dense my  opening  remarks  into  five  minntes 
of  the  time. 

Mr.  RiNDALL.  Will  any  opportnoily  be 
given  for  moving  an  amendment? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Which  side  does  the 
gentleman  mean  by  "  oar  side"  in  an  election 
case? 

Mr.  HOAR.  Imeantheaideoftheminor- 
ity,  whoever  they  may  be. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  did  not  Bnppose  that 
was  your  side. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  is  possible  [  may  waul 
to  offer  ao  amendmeDt.  1  want  to  know  at 
what  time  he  will  allow  me  to  move  an  amend- 

Hr!'  HOAR.  I  will  take  that  matter  into 
consideration.     This  case  presenta  a  very  lim- 

Sle  quention  of  law.  If  any  gentleman  in  this 
louse  deaires  to  vote  upon  it  auderstandingly 
and  Dpon  its  merits,  I  think  I  can  help  him  to 
do  BO  if  he  will  Lsten  to  me  for  five  minntes. 
The  question  is  whether  Mr.  Clarke  baa  a 
prima /acts  right  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoasepend- 
iDg  the  conteal.  The  statute  of  the  United 
3lates  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  tbe 
lait  Hooae  to  make  up  his  roll  for  the  new 
Hooaa  by  pitting  npon  it  the  names  of  such 
pertous  as  have  credentials.  The  question 
here  it  whether  the  certificate  which  is  an- 
nexed  to  the  report  aonatitntes  a  credential 
within  the  meaning  of  that  law.  The  certifi- 
cate aigned  by  the  Oovemor  and  secretary  of 
the  Slate  of  Texas,  authenticated  by  the  broad 
seal  of  the  SUte,  declarea  that  Mr.  Clarke  is 
duly  elected  Representative  from  that  dis- 
trict. Tbe  committee  think  tliat  ander  the 
usages  of  this  House  such  a  certificate,  in  the 
absence  of  any  State  law  expressly  autborii- 
ing  it,  constitates  credentials.  But  the  law  of 
tbe  State  of  Texas  expressly  provides  tliat  ihe 
returns  of  the  election  officers  shall  be  traos- 
miited  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  opened 
by  the  secretary  of  State  in  tbe  presence  of 
the  Governor  and  attorney  geoeral,  and  that 
tliey  shall  make  up  from  an  examination  ol' 
those  retarns  a  table,  which  tabular  statement 
shall  be  put  on  record  in  the  oSce  of  the  aec- 
retary  of  Slate,  and  a  copy  thereof  forwarded 
to  tbe  person  so  elected,  and  another  copy  to 
the  Clerk  of  this  House.  That  document  has 
been  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  aod  is 
also  added  to  the  Governor's  certidcate  declar- 
ing Mr.  Clarke  elected.  From  that  document, 
thai  table  of  the  returns,  it  also  appeara  that 
Mr.  Clarke  is  duly  elected. 

But  it  appears  that  the  Governor  and  secre- 
tary of  State  of  Texaa,  in  making  np  the  table, 
rejected  the  returns  of  several  voting  pruoincta, 
.  on  tbe  ground  that  they  tbund  there  were  vto- 
I  Unce  and  intinidation  t*  aiich  an  extent  tW 


5'"e 


there  was  not  a  fair  vole  ia  those  precineie. 
There  are  a  half  dozen  precincts  that  wer* 
rejected,  bat  only  two  of  them,  the  precincts 
of  Freestone  and  Limestone,  make  any  differ- 
ence in  this  inquiry,  because  the  others  do  not 
affect  the  result  one  way  or  tbe  other. 

Now  tbe  qunstioo  is  this :  if  tbe  Governor 
and  the  secretary  of  Stateof  Teiashad  a  right, 
in  making  up  that  table,  to  reject  any  of  ibe 
retarns  because  they  found  Che  election  was 
condacted  under  circumstances  of  violence  and 
intimidation,  then  there  is  no  gaestion  that 
Mr.  Clarke  is  clearly  entitled  to  bis  seat.  The 
majority  or  the  Committee  of  Elections  tbink 
tbey  bad  that  rifibt.  The  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee think  tbey  had  not ;  Erst,  Iwcaase  the 
election  law  of  .Texas,  which  gives  tbe  Gov- 
ernor and  secretary  of  State  tbe  rightin  making 
up  these  tables  to  r^ect  certain  returns 
because  the  election  was  held  under  circnm- 
stancesof  violence  and  intimidation.  prcKribei 
that  they  shall  do  it  only  when  the  election 
officers  certify  tbat  there  has  been  such  vio- 
lence, and  tbat  certificate  is  authenticated  by 
tbeaffidavit  of  acertain  number  of  legal  voter*. 
Now,  it  does  not  appear  on  the  face  ot  ibis 
certificate  to  Mr.  Clarke  that  such  an  affidavit 
and  certificate  of  tbe  election  officers  were 
submitted  to  the  Governor.  Therefore,  tbe 
minority  of  the  committee  contend  that  the 
Governor  bad  no  right  to  go  into  any  inquiry 
in  regard  to  those  two  preciocts  which  he  has 
n^ected. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  ars  clearly 
of  opinion  that  it  is  not  neceaaary  that  it 
appear  on  tbe  face  of  the  credentiala  that  tbaae 
proceedioga  of  the  Uovemor  were  baaed  upon 

proper  certificate  and  affidavit  That  i«  the 
mption  of  law.  The  credentiala  itaud. 
law  does  not  require  that  the  Governor 
shall  certify  to  the  details  of  tbe  examinatioa 
and  show  that  the  proceedings  were  legal  in 
all  particulars.  Tbe  law  simply  requires  that 
having  examined  these  questions,  having  re- 
jected precincts  where  tlie  election  was  found 
to  have  been  accompanied  with  circumstaDcoa 
of  fraud  aod  violence,  the  Governor  and  tha 
aecretary  of  Slate  shall  certify  the  result,  not 
the  process  \  so  tbat  we  tbink  ibeee  credentiala 
are  clearly  aafficient. 

The  other  claim  which  ia  made  by  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  ia  that  the  provision  for  an 
examination  into  these  election  retnma  in  any 
case  by  the  Governor  and  tbe  secretary  of  Stota 
is  not  applicable  to  the  election  of  member*  of 
Congress.  The  msjority  of  tlie  committee  bt« 
of  tbe  opinion  that  tbe  provision  is  appUcabla. 
If  it  ia  not,  then  there  is  no  provisioo  at  all  in 
tbe  law  of  Texas  authorizing  an  examiDatioo 
by  anybody  into  the  validity  of  an  election,  or 
the  ascertaining  by  anybody  of  tbe  remit  of 
an  election  for  members  of  Congreasi  bat  tlie 
law  of  Texas  would  require  the  iransmisaioD  to 
this  House  of  a  confused  jumble  of  retarns — 
copies  of  the  returns  of  llie  local  election  offi- 
oera,  amountJng  in  some  districts  to  over  one 
hundred  ;  and  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  befor* 
making  up  the  roll  of  member.i,  muat  foot  up 
these  returns,  pass  upon  all  qnestions  of  their 
re^larily,  aod  all  questions  of  the  aathori^ 
ot  tbe  election  officers,  and  thna  arrive  at  the 
legal  result  of  the  election.  We  have  pot  npoo 
the  pages  of  our  report  a  careful  analjiis  of 
the  provisions  of  tbe  law  of  Texas  on  tbis  sub- 
ject, from  which  it  seems  to  us  maiiifeat  that 
the  Governor  and  the  secretary  of  State  in  this 
case  pursued  the  proper  and  legal  course ;  that 
the  documen  t  they  have  sent  us  is  such  a  doc- 
ument as  the  law  of  Texas  requires  to  be  aent, 
and  tbat  it  constiiutes  credentials  for  Mr. 
Clarke.     That  is  the  whole  case. 

I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Hlinota, 
[Mr,  RtcE,]  ropreseniing  the  minoriivof  the 
committee,  tlie  remainder  of  tho  half  hour, 
excepting  ooe  minute,  as  1  desire  to  call  (ha 
previous  question. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  IMinoio.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
questions  presentod  by  tbe  two  reports  in  this 
COM  or*  two  only.     The  first  quealion  ia  ■ 
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only  to  caoTass  the  Yotes,  bat  to  eliminate  and 
cat  them  off,  and  try  the  contested  case  there, 
thas  usurj^ing  the  powers  and  daties  of  this 
House,  it  is  nevertheless  the  fact  that  in  this 
case  he  has  not  followed  the  statute  of  the 
State  of  Texas;  for  the  statute  requires,  in  the 
twenty- third  section,  that — 

**A8  soon  MB  possible  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  of  making  the  returns  of  the  election  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  a  certificate  of  the  returns 
of  the  election  for  such  Representatires  shall  be 
entered  on  record  by  the  secretary  of  State,  and 
signed  by  the  Governor,  and  a  copy  thereof,  sub- 
scribed by  said  ofi&cers,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
person  so  elected,  and  another  copy  transmitted  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  SUies." 

Now,  that  requires  that  he  shall  make  a  com- 
plete  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
sending  up  the  facts  apon  which  ne  acts  in  dis- 
franchising a  county,  or  counting  or  not  cennt- 
ing  its  vote,  as  the  case  may  be.  He  has  not 
done  that  in  this  case,  but  has  simply  sent  up 
the  result  of  his  count,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr^  HOAR.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  has  not 
read  the  law,  except  one  section.  A  later 
section  of  the  law  provides  for  exactly  such  a 
table  as  the  Governor  has  sent  up. 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH.  Section  twenty-six, 
by  virtue  of  which,  I  understand,  it  is  held  by 
the  committ^  that  this  law  of  Texas  applies 
to  the  election  of  members  of  Congress,  reads 
as  follows : 

*'Sio.  26.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act.  except 
as  to  the  time  of  holding  elections,  shall  apply  to 
the  election  of  all  offieers  whose  election  Is  not 
otherwise  provided  for." 

Now,  sir,  that  evidently  applies  to  officers 
of  the  State,  and  not  to  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  am  sure  the  ffentleman  does 
not  wish  to  misrepresent,  and  that  he  will 
allow  me  to  say  that  unless  the  thirty-third, 
thirty- fourth,  and  thirty-fiflh  sections  of  this 
law  apply  to  members  of  Congress,  there  is 
no  provision  for  transmitting  the  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  the  Oovernor,  or  to  any- 
body, no  provision  for  counting  tho  votes,  and 
no  provision  for  any  person  to  make  out  cre- 
dentials at  all.  The  gentleman  has  not  read 
this  law. 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  Oh  yes*;  I  have 
read  the  law,  and  I  have  done  something  more 
than  read  the  law,  I  have  understood  it ;  and 
I  doubt  very  much  whether  all  the  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  did. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  now  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  ask  to  have  read 
the  resolution  which  I  desire  to  offer  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Betohed^  That  the  contested-election  case  Arom 
the  third  congressional  district  of  Texas  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  who  is 
entitled  to  represent  said  district  in  this  House,  with 
aatbority  to  make  regulations  to  govern  .the  mode 
of  condacting  the  contest  and  taking  the  testimony. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  That  is  precisely 
like  the  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  the 
House  in  the  case  of  Covode,  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  we  had  no  certificate,  just  as  we 
have  none  here. 

Mr.  HOAR.  In  this  case  there  is  not  any 
official  notice  before  the  House  or  before  the 
Committee  of  Elections  that  there  is  any  con- 
test at  all,  and  the  result  of  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution  will  be  to  drive  out  a  member 
who  has  credentials  stronger  than  those  of  nine 
tenths  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  leave 
him  to  wait  indefinitely  until  some  one  comes 
in  and  contests  the  seat.  I  object,  therefore, 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Will  not  the  gen- 
tleman,  after  those  remarks,  allow  me  to  reply 
to  him? 

^  Mr.  HOAR.    Not  now.    I  demand  the  pre- 
▼ioQS  question. 


Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Then  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  would  inquire  if  the 
previous  question  will  embrace  tne  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois? 

The  SPE  AE:jSR.  It  wiU,  of  course,  embrace 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is 
before  the  House  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  depends  upon  the 
question  whether  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts yielded  to  his  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee [Mr.  Rice]  with  the  right  to  his  col- 
league to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  did  not.  I  yielded  for  the 
purpose  of  debate  only. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  This  is  too  import- 
ant a  matter,  one  which  we  have  to  decide  upon 
our  oaths  as  judges,  to  be  crammed  down  our 
throats  in  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
I  do  not  understand  that  he  is  entitled  to  thrust 
his  remarks  before  the  House  out  of  order  any 
more  than  any  other  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  am  called  upon  to 
act  as  ajudge  in  this  case. 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  arrangement  as  to  the 
length  of  time  for  debate  was  made  with  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  and  they  have  mani- 
fested no  desire  to  depart  from  it  They  are 
amply  capable  of  unaerstanding  the  question. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  propose  to 
be  manacled  either  by  the  majority  or  by  the 
minority.    I  must  vote  here  on  my  oath  as  a 


*: 


T.  POTTER.  I  would  inquire  if  the  pre- 
vious question  will  include  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from'  Illinois,  [Mr.  Farns- 

WORTH?! 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  not. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  appeal  to  the  record  to 
show  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
made  no  condition  whatever  when  he  yielded 
the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  bound  to  take 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  who  is  entitled 
to  the  floor  as  to  how  he  yields  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  who  reported  this 
resolution  was  entitled  to  one  hour.  He  stated 
that  he  should  occupy  but  half  an  hour,  and 
divide  it  with  his  colleagues  on  the  committee 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question.  It  is  for 
him  to  state  upon  what  conditions  that  yielding 
was  made,  and  of  course  the  Chair  is  bound  to 
protect  him  in  his  rights.  Of  course  it  is  for 
the  House  to  decide  whether  it  will  sustain  his 
demand  for  the  previous  question.  Should 
the  House  not  second  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  then  the  subject  will  be  open  to 
amendment 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Illinois.  I  wish  to  say  that 
there  was  an  understanding  with  the  majority 
and  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
in  regard  to  the  time  to  be  occupied  in  debate, 
and  that  the  time  was  to  be  equally  divided. 
There  was  no  understanding  that  we  should 
not  offer  any  amendment  or  make  any  other 
motion  in  the  time  allotted  to  us.  It  was  an 
unconditional  arrangement  that  one  hour  and 
a  half  of  time  should  be  divided  between  the 
majority  and  the  minority. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is,  of  course, 
bound  to  enforce  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man who  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  Chair,  it  seems  to 
me,  should  be  bound  by  the  statement  made  at 
the  time  the  gentleman  yielded  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  made  no 
statement  at  that  time  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  ELD  RIDGE.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  does  not  admit  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
FarnsworthJ  1  hope  the  previous  question 
will  be  voted  down,  as  it  should  be  voted  down. 


because  it  is  a  misonderstanding,  and  to  en- 
force it  would  be  very  unjust 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
representing  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  [Mr.  Rice]  agrees  with  me  in  regard 
to  the  arrangement  about  the  time ;  bat  at 
the  same  time  it  is  manifestly  just  that  if  any 
considerable  number  of  the  members  of  the 
House  desire  to  vote  upon  the  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  this  question  saggeated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Hlinois,  [Mr.  Fabxs worth]  they 
should  have  the  opportunity.  I  will  therefore 
consent  that  his  motion  snail  be  regarded  ts 
made  and  pending,  and  then  I  will  call  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  lUiooii, 
[Mr.  Farnsworth,]  to  recommit  this  case,  with 
instructions,  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  propose  to  yield  for  half 
an  hour  to  the  two  gentlemen  who  signed  the 
minority  report,  and  who  have  not  yet  spokes, 
[Mr.  Arthur  and  Mr.  Merrick.]  They  may 
divide  the  time  as  they  please.  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Arthur.] 

QUALIFICATION  OF  A  MEMBER. 

Aarok  a.  Sargent  presented  himself  and 
was  duly  sworn  as  the  member-elect  from  the 
second  congressional  district  of  the  State  of 
California. 

TEXAS  election W.  T.  OLARKB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tht 
Texas  election  case — W.  T.  Clarke. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken* 
tucky  [Mr.  Arthur]  is  entitled  to  the  floor  for 
thirty  minutes. 

Mr.  ARTHUR.  I  will  yield  ten  minntei 
of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland, 
[Mr.  MerriokJ  my  colleague  on  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  My  dntjr  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  *is  to  inquire  and 
ascertain  what  questions  of  law  are  involved 
in  this  inquiry.  We  all  concede  that  if  a  party 
really  has  a  certificate  of  election  be  ia  en- 
titled prima  faeUy  under  the  rules  of  this 
House,  to  be  sworn  in.  The  minority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  acting  upon  their  best 
judgment,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  here  no  prima  facie  case  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  who  holds  the  supposed  and 
nominal  certificate  from  the  Governor ofTezss. 
That  paper,  called  a  certificate,  upon  its  face 
declares  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Governor, 
there  was  no  election  whatever.  He  goes  on 
to  state  that  under  the  constraint  of  the  pro?is- 
ions  of  the  Federal  law  he  gives  the  ceriiOcata 
to  this  man  to  escape  the  penalties  of  the  lav 
as  against  himself,  while,  in  his  own.  judgment, 
no  man  whatsoever  has  been  elected  to  this 
Congress  from  that  district. 

Now,  will  it  be  said  that  that  is  a  certificate 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Clarke,  when  the  Governor 
makes  the  solemn  asseveration  that  he  does 
not  believe  he  was  elected  to  this  Compress, 
that  he  does  not  believe  that  any  man  was 
elected  from  that  district,  that  he  believes  toe 
whole  election  was  false,  fraudulent,  and  void  < 
He  says  upon  the  face  of  this  so-called  cerufi* 
cate  that  he  gives  the  certificate  to  a  man  hav- 
ing the  smallest  number  of  votes  in  order  to 
escape  the  penalty  with  which  he  is  threatened 
under  the  Federal  election  law.  Then  he  iots 
on  to  ^ive  the  certificate,  although  in  the  very 
face  ot  the  facts  in  the  case,  for  it  appears  that 
the  man  as  against  whom  he  gives  the  certiocate 
has  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  that  election; 
and  to  justify  that,  he  usurps,  in  the  fiiceof  the 
law  of  Texas,  authority  to  count  out  the  y^ 
of  certain  counties  of  that  State,  without  hav- 
ing complied  wiih  the  prerequisites  of  the 
Texas  law  giving  him  jurisdiction  to  count  oat 
votes  of  counties.  .. 

The  whole  certificate,  therefore,  is  upon  itt 
face  false,  nugatory,  and  void.  The  tweofT 
third  section  of  the  Texas  election  lawreqou^ 
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whicb,  tbia  Houm  ii  to  be  primftri);  ulrised 
of  the  result  of  bd  election  for  Congress  in  the 
State  of  Tezu,  are  regpMtiTsly  designated 
And  defined  in  the  tventj-third  aeotion  of  the 
r«iu  act  of  AagDst  IS,  1870,  of  the  tenor 
following : 
"Sio.  !3.,ThatuiooDM  poulb Is  after  the  sipi 


ofth 


elected,  and  Mother  cop;  tram  milted  to  t^o  Houis 
of  RBpresenLtiTBi  of  the  CongieM  of  lb«  United 
State),  direated  to  the  eleik  tbereof." 

This  act  tn  txtensoU  somewhat Tolnminoua, 
oonsisting  of  sixty  sections,  covering  a  mulli 
plicit;  or  details  meinlj  local  and  police  in 
their  natare  and  operation,  bnt,  I  snbmit,  in  no 
Reuse  relevant,  cerlAinl]'  not  material  to  the 
proper  adjudication  of  the  purely  technical 
question  of  prima  fade  title,  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee  and  the  House. 

The  foregoing  quotations  of  Texas  law  being 
ascertained,  as  of  the  premises  nnderlying  the 

Snestion  involred,  the  further  inrestigation  of 
le  record  beforetheconiioittee  and  the  House 
discloses  the  Following  state  of  u neon Lro verted 
fact;  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  ofthe 
lisgislature  of  the  Slate  of  Texas,  approved 
May  2,  1871,  and  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Oovenior,  an  election  was  held  on  the  8d.4th, 
6th,  and  eth  days  of  October,  k.  D.  1871,  in 
the  third  district,  and  in  each  and  every  connty 
thereof,  for  Representative  in  the  Forty- Second 
Congress. 

The  third  dinrict  is  composed  of  the  twenty- 
three  counties  named  se  follows:  Anstin, 
Bosque,  Brazoria,  Brazos,  Burleson,  Falls, 
Port  Bend,  Freestone,  Oalveston,  Grimes,  Har- 
ris, Hill,  Leon,  Limestone,  Madison,  Mata- 
gorda, HcLenoan,  Milam,  Montgomery,  Na- 
varro, Robertson,    Walker,  and  Washington. 

The  can didates  voted  for  throagbout  the  dis- 
trict were  Messrs.  W.  T.  Clarke,  D.  C.  Giddings, 
and  L.  W.  Stevenson. 

Bj  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  retams  of 
record  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  Slate  of  the 
Stateof  Texas,  as  attented  by  Edward  J.  Davis, 
Governor,  and  J.  B,  Old  right,  acting  secretary 
of  State,  and  animpeachea  and  uncontradicted 
by  either  of  the  claimants,  it  is  eslahlished 
that  the  election  returns  were  doly  msde  and 
recorded  from  each  and  every  coanly  in  the 
district,  and  by  the  returns  so  made,  recorded, 
and  attested  the  vote  io  the  district  stands  as 

Cl-irkt.  Oidiiiv. 


Bosqui 


Kis 


M.1MT        21.087 

It  will  be  bom«  in  mind  that  by  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  Texas  net  of  the  15ih 
Aagast,  1670,  the  Ooventor  and  (he  secretary 
of  Slate  are  the  persons,  and  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  of  ratnros,  enisred  of  record  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  <if  State  composes 
the  means  by  which  this  House  and  ihe  Clerk 
thereof  are  to  be  primarily  advised  of  the 
resnit  of  congressional  elections  in  the  Slate 
of  Texas,  and  upon  this  evidence,  the  only 
proper  evidence  in  the  case,  I  submit  that 
It  is  pat«Dt  that  D.  C.  Qiddings  received  the 


greatest  Domber  of  votei  east,  and  k  clear 
majority  of  1,070  votes  over  W.  T.  Clso'ke. 

If  there  was  nothing  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee in  this  case  and  nothing  before  the 
House  but  that  autheottcated  copy  of  the  re- 
turns of  record  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  Slate  of  the  State  of  Texas,  conformed  as 
it  substantially  is  to  the  rule  fixed  by  the 
State  law,  whereby  primarily  to  ascertain  the 
priToa  facie  title  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoase  by  a 
claimant  from  tbat  State,  then  a  caodid  mind 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  discover  anything  for  con- 
troversy in  the  record  sabmitted  Io  the  com- 
mittee and  now  under  die  consideration  of 
the  Hoose,  and  oar  task  would  be  of  easy  soln- 

But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
House  as  to  whether  tbat  comprehends  all 
which  it  is  material  or  proper  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  pending  question,  his  Excellency 
Edward  J.  Davie,  the  Qovemor  of  Texas,  has 
acted  upon  the  opinion  that  the  returns  as 
certified  of  record  are  wholly  tmmaterial  and 
inconclusive,  and  that  the  true  test  to  the  right 
to  the  seat  in  this  House  is  not  in  the  number 
of  votes  counted  at  the  polls  and  returned  by 
the  judges  of  election  and  of  record  io  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  State,  but  in  the  votes 
arbitrarily  counted  or  rejected  by  bim  in  his 
office  at  the  city  of  Austin,  forty  days  afler 
the  final  event  of  the  election. 

If  the  Governor  is  right,  then  the  tweoty- 
third  section  of  the  Texas  act  of  Augnst  16, 
1870,  is  a  iiallily,  and  the  Governor  is  the  sole 
arbiter  of  all  tn-inta/aeii!  title  to  a  seat  in  this 
House,  and  ne  may  manipulate,  mutiiaie,  or 
garble  the  returns  of  the  judges  of  election 
and  the  records  of  the  secretary  of  Slate,  an- 
nul the  ballot,  stifle  the  voter,  disfranchise  the 
people,  and  at  will  make  and  unmake  Itepre- 
seulatives  upon  this  floor. 

The  position  uf  the  Governor  is  of  Ihe 
ntoioat  gravity,  and  should  receive  the  coneid- 
eration  due  it.  This  measure  of  consideration 
I  have  endeavored  to  give  it,  and  I  am  recalled 
from  the  fruitless  investigation  by  the  non- 
existenee  of  any  taw  or  usa^e.  Federal  or 
State,  local  or  general,  whicb  gives  even  color, 
far  less  authority,  to  his  doctrine.  Anomalous 
cases  have  arisen  in  this  country,  and  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  House,  where  Govern- 
ors of  States  under  Slate  laws  more  or  less 
exceptional,  investing  tliem  witb  judicial  or 
qaati  judicial  authority,  have  refused  certifi- 
cates, revoked  certificates,  and  issned  alias 
certificates  npon  affidavits  and  proof  com mnn- 
icated  to  the  House  by  the  Governor.  But 
where  ibe  State  law,  constituting  the  Gov- 
ernor a  mere  mioisterial  agent  to  certify  the 
recorded  returns  of  election,  is  clear,  com- 
plete, and  positive,  as  in  the  Texas  sCatate,  no 
well- considered  case  has  been  found  adjudging 
right  in  the  Governor  to  usurp  judicial  func- 
tions, arbitiBrily  purge  the  polls,  and  count  in 
and  coont  ont  votes,  not  to  make  his  certiGcate 
fit  the  retnms  of  election,  but  to  make  tbe 
election  returns  fit  the  certificate  whicb,  right 
or  wrong,  he  may  have  predetermined  to  give. 
If  any  such  precedent  has  ever  arisen,  it 
con  Id  only  have  had  its  rise  in  times  ofrevoln- 
tion  and  alarm,  amid  scenes  of  social  convul- 
sion, when  the  reason  of  the  I  aw  was  paralysed 
by  the  clash  of  arms  and  the  pestilence  of  in- 
novation. And  now,  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
horiion  of  political  morality  should  be  clearing 
up,  and  the  convalescence  of  public  order  am- 
versaily  fostered,  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
conntryrequirethatsuch  ill-omened  precedent, 
if  such  there  be.  should  have  over  it  cast  the 
charitable  bat  inexorable  mantle  of  oblivion, 

The  House  will  not  fail  to  observe  by  inspect- 
ing the  paper  referred  to  ibe  committee,  that 
in  the  sworn  and  certified  returns  of  the  third 
district  the  Governor  rpjecu  the  votes  from  the 
county  of  Brazos,  l.OGO  for  Clarke,  1,2SS  for 
Qiddings :  also,  ibe  votes  from  the  county  of 
Bosque,  77  for  Clarke,  4(jT  for  Qiddings ;  also, 
tbe^otes  from  the  county  of  Freestone,  760 
for  Clarke,  1,147  for  Qiddings;  also, the  voles 


from  the  coanly  of  Limestone,  28  for  CUAs, 
1,168  for  Qiddings: 

Total  relMllon  of  Cluke's  votai.  .. I.W 

TdIiI  rejection  of  Qiddinss's  votes. B.A 

Now,  the  doctrine  is  well  settled  tbat  every 
voter,  admitted  by  theregular  officers  Butllo^ 
ized  to  decide  tbe  qnestlon  at  the  palli,  mnii  be 
considered  legally  qualified  until  the  conlnuy 
be  affirmatively  proven.  (Botls  m.  Jones.  ! 
Election  Cases,  p.  73.)  iVfnto  facie  it  ig  to 
be  taken  that  none  but  the  votes  of  qualiBed 
voters  have  been  received  by  officers  wbue 
sworn  duty  it  is  to  reject  all  others.  This  prig, 
ciple  has  been  unanimously  affirmed  by  s  com- 
mittee of  this  House  BH  a  basis  of  future  action. 
(New  Jersey  case,  2  Election  Cases,  p.  34.) 

That  fraud  is  never  to  be  presumed,  ii  a 
maxim,  not  only  of  law,  but  of  common  kdss. 
Not  only  the  legal  presumption,  therefore,whicli 
is  ever  against  the  piisteoce  of  ftand,  and  in 
support  of  the  existence  of  the  acts  of  pnblio 
functionaries,  but  that  stronger  preinrDplioD 
which  arises  from  the  oaths  of  public  ^nti, 
acting  in  view  of  the  most  stringent  obligilioii' 


2  Election  Cases,  p.  141.) 

In  Switeler  h.  Anderson,  (Digest  EledioD 
Cases,  p.  874,)  the  secretary  of  State  who,  by 
the  law  of  Missouri,  was  to  open  the  relonil 
and  cast  up  the  votes  given  for  memben  of 
Congress,  refused  to  open  and  cast  up  the  votes 
given  in  the  connty  of  Calloway,  upon  th» 
ground  that  there  had  not  been  a  proper  regi^ 
tration  in  that  county,  but  opened  and  cast  sp 
tbe  votes  given  in  the  other  counties  in  the 
district ;  and  as  Anderson  held  a  majority  of 
the  votes  given  in  those  connties,  the  secre- 
tary of  State  gave  Anderson  tbe  certificate  of 
election.  And  in  view  of  Ibis  slate  of  facu 
Ihe  Committee  of  Elections  and  the  House,  in 
the  report  made  by  tbe  learned  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  PouiNO.J  judicially  resffirmrf 
and  applied  the  rule  which  is  to  govern  ihil 
class  of  cases  in  the  following  terms : 

"The  law  !■  enlirelj fettled  that elstvteciertlEriU 
oSoenoanODb'  wake  theireertlfloUei  evidsaosof 
the  fuel]  which  Iheltatutersqairea  tbepiloe*n>lrj 
that  when  Ibflf  underUke  Co  go  bevond  tliii,siul 


■■Thee 


.ecretaiTof&utebut  uo]«kI  poHerlon 
1  retoma  that  were  eertifled  to  bim  hi  lbs 


pearsd  to  have 
in  r^sotlnf  tt 


DvssslngofBoer.U 
in  tbefueoflbsr 
ilariyoaat.  Iheo 
--inoftb - 


jfBUtg 


vole  of  C«ll"wnif  countr  «"btJ"' 
itboriied.  and  tbat  he  sbonia  b«'» 
eounua  lae  voles  of  thnt  county,  and  hsve  lirm 
the  oertifleattateleetlon  to  Bwitilsr,  tbe eaotatuU 
■0  that  the  position  of  the  parties  to  Ihit  eonmi 
ahoDld  have  bean  reversed." 

,  Confessedly  upon  mere  hearsay  proof  tie 
Qovemor,  under  the  head  of  "  remarki,"  >«• 
opposite  the  figures  of  the  vote  in  those  r^ 
speclive  counties  in  tbe  certified  statement  of 
the  record  of  returns,  alleged,  by  way  of  eooi 
punctions  self-jnstification  of  bis  eitraarJiaat; 
rejection  of  those  votes,  various  irreguUii"" 
and  disorders,  all  of  whicb  are  trsversed  bj 
Qiddings,  and  no  proof  jn-o  or  con  admiMibf* 
under  the  orderof  reference  to  the  comtniae*- 
But  it  is  nowhere  pretended  that  any  of  tbei* 
"  remarks,"  allegations,  or  charges  were  con- 
tained in  or  countenanced  by  tbe  returiiiol 
the  judges  of  election  as  entered  of  record  i° 
tbe  office  of  the  secretary  of  State  and  copied 
therefrom,  I  therefore  submit  thai  tbe  eo>U' 
miltee  and  the  House  should  refuse  to  con- 
sider tbem,  upou  the  ground  that  ihtj*^^ 
parte,  coutroveried  slatements,  mere  sllsK** 
tioiis,  in  the  nature  of  accusations,  unsceoni' 
panied  by  proof  of  any  sort,  nnoffici*!,  »°° 
hence  in  no  way  conducive  to  the  soluiion  ol 
the  pending  question,  bowever  imporisat  tbej 
might  become  upon  a  hearing  upon  the  ofnls. 
Until  disproved,  the  returns  of  the  coodIJ 
officers  who  conducted  the  election,  <"«?'|" 
be  respected  as  prirta  facie  evidence  o'  jW 
legality  of  the  proceedings.     It  was  so  settle" 
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a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  retarns,  entered  of 
record,  and  sabscribed  by  those  two  officials, 
ministerial  solely,  nothing  else. 

2.  The  persons  as  to  the  verification  of 
returns  in  State  elections,  the  Governor,  the 
attorney  general,  and  the  secretary  of  State ; 
the  means,  various  and  multiform,  and  indis- 
putably both  ministerial  and  judicial  in  their 
nature  and  operation.  I  need  not  pause  to  read 
or  discuss  those  sections  in  a  constitutional 
point  of  view. 

8.  The  persons  as  to  the  verifications  of  re- 
turns in  city  and  town  elections,  the  registrar 
and  mayor  of  the  city  and  town ;  the  means, 
opening  the  returns  and  declaring  the  result ; 
ministerial  only. 

Now,  r  maintain  that  those  classifications 
were  manifestly  intended  by  the  Legislature  of 
Texas,  and  that,  upheld,  K>rce  and  effect  are 
given  to  every  part  of  the  act,  but  that,  over- 
thrown, chaos  results  and  the  act  falls  into 
imbecility. 

Now,  it  has  been  contended  in  the  argument 
that  it  is  manifest  upon  the  whole  act  that  the 
judicial  functions  vested  in  the  persons  named 
in  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-firih  sections  of 
the  act,  and  the  compiling  and  purging  of 
returns  therein  authorized,  apply  not  to  the 
election  returns  in  State  elections  alone,  but 
equally  to  all  election  returns  in  congressional 
elections. 

This  construction  I  dispute :  first,  upon  gen- 
eral principles,  but  especially  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  act  itself;  because  if  an  act  is  sus- 
ceptible of  anv  construction  other  than  that 
one  which  reduces  it  to  absurdity,  the  latter 
construction  must  be  rejected.  Now,  the  con- 
struction which  I  resist  would  manifestly  re- 
duce the  act  to  absurdity.  For  instance,  if 
the  provisions  of  sections  thirty- four  and  thirty- 
five  apply  to  all  elections  in  Texas,  then  they 
must  apply  as  well  to  the  returns  of  elections 
in  cities  and  towns  as  to  returns  in  elections  for 
Congress ;  whereas,  as  to  cities  and  towns,  the 
statute  expressly  provides  for  another  and 
an  independent  method  of  verification,  and 
sections  thirty- four  and  thirty- five  would  be 
brought  into  fatal  antagonism  with  section  forty- 
two.  The  same  line  of  illustration  may  be  fol- 
lowed with  like  results  as  to  sections  thirty- 
four  and  thirty  five  on  the  one  hand,  and  sec- 
tion twenty-three  on  the  other,  by  which  the 
confusion  would  be  worse  confounded.  My 
time  will  not  suffice  to  pursue  the  argument. 

But  it  is  further  contended  that  the  con- 
struction I  resist  must  prevail,  because  it  is 
expressly  authorized  by  section  twenty-six, 
which  reads: 

**  The  proviflioDS  of  this  aot,  except  as  to  the  time 
of  holding  eleotions,  shall  apply  to  the  election  of 
all  officers  whose  election  is  not  otherwise  provided 
for." 

In  construing  a  statute  it  is  a  recognized  rule 
that  the  statute  should  be  so  construed,  if  pos* 
sible,  as  not  only  to  give  sense  and  effect  to  the 
statute  as  a  whole,  but  sense  and  effect  to  all 
its  parts. 

This  rule,  applied  to  the  section  under  con- 
sideration as  well  as  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
act,  would  ^ve  to  it  the  natural,  obvious,  and 
consistent  interpretation,  that  the  provisions 
of  the  section  for  the  verification  of  election 
returns  in  cities  and  towns  should  be  restrict- 
ive! v  applied  to  such  returns,  but  not  extended 
to  election  returns  in  State  elections,  because 
these  compose  a  class  of  cases  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  mtUatU mutandis*  And  that  the 
provisions  of  the  two  sections  for  the  verifica- 
tion of  election  returns  in  State  elections  should 
be  restrictively  applied  to  such  returns,  but  not 
extended  to  the  election  returns  in  congres- 
sional elections,  because  these  compose  a  class 
of  cases  otherwise  provided  for.  This  interpret- 
ation gives  sense  and  effect  to  the  entire  stat- 
ute and  to  all  its  parts,  whereas  the  opposite 
construction  masses  and  confounds  tne  sec- 
tions and  plunges  into  nonsense. 

I  observe,  moreover,  in  passing  hastily  along, 
that  the  Governor  is  required  by  section  thirty- 


six  to  commission  all  officers-elect,  except 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Governor. 
And  it  has  not  been  pretended  heretofore  that 
the  paper  under  consideration  is  a  commis- 
sion. Nor,  when  the  simplest  test  is  applied, 
does  it  appear  that  the  Governor  has  con- 
formed his  mode  of  verification  in  the  case  in 
hearine  to  the  course  prescribed  in  sections 
thirty- four  and  thirty-five,  as  in  the  case  of 
returns  in  State  elections;  nor  is  it  pretended 
that  the  attorney  general,  an  indispensable 
participant  in  that  class  of  verification,  in  any 
way  cooperated  with  the  Governor  in  this  case. 
How  are  these  discrepancies  to  be  reconciled? 
Finally,  after  a  careful  and  candid  survey  of 
the  whole  case,  upon  the  papers  submitted  and 
now  before  the  House,  I  submit  the  conclusion 
is  irresistible  that  the  law  and  the  facts  are  with 
Giddings,  and  holding  the  views  expressed,  I 
maintain : 

1.  The  certificate  per  stt  exclusive  of  the 
^*  certified  statement,' '  is  unusual  in  form  and 
insufficient  in  substance  to  show  prima  fade 
title. 

2.  The  certificate,  together  with  the  '*  cer- 
tified statement''  refeniBd  to  therein  as  a  part 
thereof,  are  sufficient  in  substance  to  snow 
prima  facie  title. 

8.  The  prima  facie  title  to  the  seat  from  the 
third  district  is  shown  to  be  in  D.  G.  Giddings. 

Before  Mr.  Arthur  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks his  time  expired,  and  the  hammer  fell. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  hope  the  House  will  allow 
the  gentleman  time  to  complete  the  remarks 
he  is  addressing  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  How  long  additional  time 
does  the  gentleman  require? 

Mr.  ARTHUR.    Ten  minutes. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  have  no  objection  if  the 
same  courtesy  be  extended  to  the  other  side 
if  desired. 

Mr.  KERR.  Of  coarse  the  same  rule  will 
be  applied. 

Mr.  Arthur  then  resumed  and  concluded 
his  remarks  as  given  above. 

MESSAQB  from  THB  SBNATB. 

A  messaee  from  the  Senate,  bvMr.  Stmpsok, 
one  of  its  clerks,  informed  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  without  amendment,  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  House  (H.  R.  No.  56)  donat- 
ing certain  condemned  cannon  for  a  soldiers' 
monument. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  C8)  providing  for  the  sale  of 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  situated 
at  Sag  Hari)or,  Suffolk  county,  in  the  State 
of  New  York: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  809)  to  prohibit  the  retention 
of  soldiers'  discharges  by  claim  agents  and 
attorneys: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  890)  granting  a  pension  to 
Sarah  Evans;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  898)  to  authorize  the  dis- 
continuance of  certain  grades  in  the  military 
service. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  adopted  a  resolution  to  print  twenty- 
five  hundred  'copies  of  the  last  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  such  or  tiie 
accompanying  documents  as  the  Secretary  may 
select ;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
was  requested.  * 

C0NTE8TBD  BLECTION — W.  T.  CLARKB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 
the  case  of  the  contested  election  from  the  third 
district  of  Texas. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  yield  half  of  the  time  which 
remains  to  me  to  my  colleague  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  the  gentieman  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  McCrart.] 

Mr.  McCRARY.  I  yield  ten  minutes  of  my 
time  to  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
Hazletom.J 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisoonsin.  There  are 
two  questions  in  this  case,  it  seems  to  me, 


demandinff  consideriktion  at  the  bands  of  the 
House.  Perhaps  I  may  not  have  time  to  call 
the  attention  ot  the  House  to  more  than  one 
of  them.  But  before  I  proceed  to  speak  of 
either  of  these  points,  I  desire  to  remind  the 
House  that  there  were  two  election  cases  com- 
ing up  from  the  State  of  Texas  somewhat  sim- 
ilar ill  their  features.  One  is  the  case  under 
consideration.  The  other  was  the  case  of  Hem- 
don  V8.  Whitqiore.  I  am  aware  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction in  the  cases,  but  in  both  of  them  the 
certificate  was  accompanied  by  statements  on 
the  part  of  the  Governor  very  similar  in  their 
terms.  It  is  instructive,  after  listening  to  tiie 
ingenious  use  which  has  been  made  of  the 
statement  of  the  Governor  in  this  case,  to  refer 
the  House  to  his  statement  in  the  other  case  of 
Hemdon  vs.  Whitmore.  In  that  ca«e  the  Gov- 
ernor accompanies  his  certificate  by  the  state- 
ment which  I  will  read : 

''Complaints  have  been  made  of  fi«ad  and  rto- 
lenoe  affeotiof  the  freedom  of  the  election  in  inaoy 
of  the  eoaotiea.  the  retarns  of  which  have  been 
counted,  and  at  leaAt  one  instance  of  violence  dar- 
ing the  canvass  on  the  part  of  the  candidat«who 
receives  this  certificate  toward  his  opponent  is  re- 
ported. In  my  opinion,  this  was  not  a  fair  election 
in  that  district,  and  should  be  set  aside." 

Now,  that  case  came  before  the  committee 
at  the  same  time  as  the  case  under  considera- 
tion came  before  them,  and  the  committee 
agreed  that  Mr.  Herndon  was  entitled  prima 
fiteie  to  the  seat.  But  a  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
majority,  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  also  entitled 
prima  facie  to  his  seat.  Passing  to  this  case, 
the  first  question  I  desire  to  raise  is  the  ques- 
tion of  the  construction  of  section  twenty-toree 
of  the  law  of  Texas,  known  as  the  election 
law,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"As  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  of  taking  tne  returns  of  the  election  for  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  a  certificate  of  the  retoma 
of  the  election  for  sach  Representatives  shall  be 
entered  on  record  by  the  secretary  of  State." 

Now  the  question  I  desire  to  present  to  tho 
House  arises  upon  the  construction  to  be  s^ven 
to  the  term  *'  returns  of  the  election.'*  What 
does  that  mean  ?  The  returning  officers  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  certify  to  the 
Clerk  of  this  House  'Hlje  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion." Inmy  judgment,  that  word  ''returns'^ 
means  the  resulL  The  general  term  is  used 
to  embrace  the  more  specific  one.  The  power 
conferred  upon  these  returning  officers  was  a 
power  to  certifv  the  result  of  the  election  to 
this  House,  ana  upon  that  certificate  the  CJerk 
of  this  House  was  authorized  to  enter  the 
name  of  the  party  holding  that  eertificate 
upon  the  roll  of  the  House. 

Well,  now,  if  this  b  not  the  true  construction 
of  this  term,  then  these  return in'g  officers  wonld 
be  called  upon  to  return  to  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  entire  vote  of  this 
congressional  district,  and  the  labor  would  be 
devolved  upon  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  ex- 
amine those  returns,  and,  spelling  them  out  as 
well  as  he  might  be  able,  to  decide  upon  the 
result.  It  seems  to  me  no  such  absurdity  could 
have  been  intended.  I  infer,  therefore,  that 
the  construction  for  which  I  am  contending  is 
the  only  rational  construction  which  can  be 
nven  to  this  section.  That  being  so,  then  the 
further  question  presents  itself,  what  is  the 
legal  effect  of  this  statement  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor outside  of  the  certificate?  The  certifi- 
cate held  by  Mr.  Clarke  in  this  case  reads  as 
follows : 

Govsbkob's  Ofpici,  AirsTnf , 

Jfovetubtr  16, 1871. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  on  comparison  of  the 
retoms  of  votes  cast  at  an  election  held  in  the  third 
congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Texas  on  the 
8d,  4th,  5th.  and  6th  of  October,  A.  D.  1871.  provided 
for  by  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  of  Texas,  approved  May  £  1871, 1  find  that 
Hon.  W.  T.  Clarke  was  duly  electea  to  represent  tbe 
said  congressional  district  of  tbe  State  of  Texas  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1871.  and 
ending  on  March  3, 1873. 

Now,  that  certificate  in  itself  seems  to  con- 
fer some  authority.  If  it  is  a  certificate  in 
porsnance  of  this    section  twenty-three,   to 
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election  law  of  Texas,  which  has  been  adverted 
to  in  this  discussion,  this  power  is  clearly  and 
distinctly  conferred .  I  do  not  read  that  section 
at  length,  because  every  gentleman  upon  the 
oodimittee  will  agree  that  if  the  section  applies 
to  elections  for  members  of  Goneress,  it  does 
confer  this  power  upon  this  board  of  officers, 
the  Governor,  the  secretary  of  State,  and  the 
attorney  general ;  and  the  only  question  of 
difference  between  the  minority  and  the  ma- 
jority is  whether  that  section  applies  only  to 
elections  of  State  officers,  or  whetnerit  applies 
also  to  elections  for  members  of  Congress.  If 
it  applies  to  elections  for  members  of  Congress, 
it  confers  this  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  investigate  any  alleged  violence 
or  fraud  in  any  portion  of  the  congressional 
district.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  consider  the 
question  whether  this  thirty-nfth  section  ap- 
plies to  the  election  of  members  of  Congress  ; 
because  the  whole  case  turns  upon  that. 

The  House  will  observe  that  the  act  is  en- 
titled *^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  mode  and 
manner  of  conducting  elections,  making  re- 
turns, and  for  the  protection  and  purity  of  the 
ballot-box.' '  The  act,  then,  by  its  title,  ap- 
plies as  well  to  the  election  of  members  of 
Congress  as  to  the  election  of  State  officers. 
But  that  is  not  all.  The  language  of  the  thirty- 
fifth  section,  which  confers  the  power  to  which 
I  have  referred,  applies  by  its  terms  to  returns 
made  in  an  election  for  members  of  Congress 
as  well  as  to  returns  made  in  elections  for 
State  officers.  The  language  of  that  section  is 
''that  in  compiling  the  returns  the  returning 
officers  shall  compile,"  &c.  It  does  not  say 
*Mn  compiling  the  returns  for  the  election  of 
State  officers ;"  it  does  not  say  '*  in  compiling 
the  returns  for  members  of  Congress;"  it 
says  *'  in  compiling  the  returns ;"  which  means 
b11  returns. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  is  any  question 
on  that  subject,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  settled  by 
the  terms  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
act  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  *  That  section  is  as  follows: 

"Seo.  25.  That  the  proviflioa  of  this  act,  except 
as  to  the  time  of  holding  elections,  shall  apply  to  toe 
election  of  all  officers  whose  election  is  not  other- 
wise provided  for.'' 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farhs- 
worth]  says  that  the  term  '*all  officers ''  ne- 
cessarily means  all  State  officers,  and  I  should 
like  him  to  tell  the  House  by  what  process  of 
reasoning  he  arrives  at  soch  a  conclusion.  The 
act  is  full  of  provisional,  some  relating  to  the 
election  of  State  officers  and  some  to  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  Congress  j  but  this  twenty- 
sixth  section  '^  expressly  provides  that  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  ( matting  no  exceptions) 
shall  apply  to  all  officers  whose  election  is  not 
otherwise  provided  for. ' '  Any  other  construc- 
tion of  this  act  would  render  the  act  itself 
unreasonable. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  has -fall  en  into 
the  same  error  with  some  other  gentlemen. 
There  is  no  provision  in  this  statute  which 
requires  the  Governor  of  Texas  to  send  all  the 
returns  here  at  all.  If  the  gentleman  will 
look  at  the  section  he  will  find  that  it  is  a 
different  thing  which  is  provided  for.  The 
provision  of  section  twenty- three  is  that — 

'*A8  soon  as  possible  aflerthe  expiration  of  the 
time  of  Uking  the  returns  of  the  election  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  a  certificate  of  the  returns 
of  the  election  for  sach  Representatives  shall  be 
entered  on  record  by  the  secretary  of  State  and 
signed  by  the  Governor,  and  a  copy  thereof  sub- 
scribed by  said  officers,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
fterson  so  elected,  and  another  copy  transmitted  to 
he  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States." 

He  is  not  to  forward  all  the  returns, but  merely 
a  certificate  of  the  returns  of  the  election  ;  and 
[  will  show  what  that  means. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  explain  to  the 
satisfaction  or  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
that  the  word  *' returns*'  is  used  in  this  stat- 
ute in  two  senses.  It  is  used  to  describe  the 
returns  which  are  sent  up  from  the  various 
counties  to  the  seat  of  the  State  goTemment, 


and  it  is  also  used  to  describe  the  returns  or 
the  certificate  of  returns  which  the  canvassing 
officers  at  the  capital,  composed  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  secretary  of  State,  and  the  attor* 
ney  general,  are  required  to  make  out  in  a 
tabular  form,  and  deposit  with  the  secretary 
of  State.  That  will  oe  plain  when  I  read  a 
part  of  section  thirty-five.  After  going  on  to 
provide  for  the  computation  of  the  returns  of 
the  returning  officers,  it  goes  on  to  sayt 

**  The  returning  officers  shall  then  proceed  to  in- 
vestigate the  statements  of  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  vio- 
lence, intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery,  or 
corrupt  inflnenceB  at  any  such  poll  or  voting  place ; 
and  if  from  the  evidence  of  such  statements  they 
shall  be  convinced  that  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of 
violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery, 
or  corrupt  influences  did  not  materially  interfere 
with  the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  election  at  such 
poll  or  voting  place,  or  did  not  prevent  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  qualified  electors  thereat  from  voting, 
so  a^  materially  to  change  ^e  result  of  the  election, 
then,  and  not  otherwise,  said  returning  officers  shall 
canvass  and  compile  the  votes  of  such  poll  and 
voting  place  with  those  previously  canvassed  and 
compiled;  but  if  said  returning  officers  shall  not  be 
fully  satisfied  thereof,  it  shall  he  their  duty  to  ex- 
amine farther  testimony  in  regard  thereto,  and  to 
this  end  they  shall  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers. 

**  if,  after  such  examination,  the  returning  officers 
shall  be  convinced  that  said  riot,  tumult,  acts  of 
violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery, 
or  corrupt  influences,  did  materially  interfere  with 
the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  election  at  such  poll 
or  voting  place,  or  did  prevent  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  qualified  electors  thereat  from  voting,  so  as 
to  materially  change  the  result  of  the  election,  then 
the  said  returning  officer  shall  not  canvass  or  com- 
pile the  statement  of  the  votes  at  such  poll  or  voting 
place,  but  shall  exclude  it  from  their  returns." 

So  these  returning  officers,  the  Governor, 
the  secretary  of  State,  and  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, are  to  make  returns  of  the  rdsult  as  shall 
appear  from  the  returns  coming  up  from  the 
various  CQunties.  In  another  section  it  is  pro- 
vided that  these  returns  shall  be  stated  m  a 
tabular  form  by  these  canvassing  officers,  and 
deposited  with  the  secretary  of  State,  and 
those  are  the  returns,  and  not  the  returns  com- 
ing up  from  the  various  counties  of  the  State, 
which,  by  the  act,  are  to  be  certified  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  Will  the  genUeman 
let  me  read  the  twenty  third  section  of  the  act  ? 

Mr.  McCRARY.  What  returns  are  referred 
to  in  that  section?  Not  the  returns  coming  up 
from  the  various  counties  of  the  State?  Those 
are  not  the  returns  to  be  certified  here. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Section  twenty-three 
provides  that — 

*'As  soon  as  possible,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  of  taking  the  returns  of  the  election  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  a  certificate  of  the  returns 
of  the  election  for  suon  Representatives  shall  be 
entered  on  record  by  the  secretaiy  of  State  and 
signed  by  the  Qovemor,  and  a  copy  thereof  sub- 
scribed by  said  officers  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
person  so  elected,  and  another  oopy  transmitted  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States." 

It  provides  that  the  returns  of  election  shall 
be  sent  hers 

Mr.  McCRART.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
section  provides,  as  the  gentleman  has  said, 
that— 

"As  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  of  taking  the  returns  of  the  election  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  a  certificate  of  the  returns 
of  the  election  for  such  Representatives  shall  be 
entered  on  record  b«r  the  secretary  of  State,"  Ac. 

There  is  no  time  fixed  in  the  law  for  making 
the  returns  from  the  various  counties.  But  I 
believe  thi^t  it  is  sixteen  days  which  the  State 
board  of  returning  officers  are  allowed  in  which 
to  make  their  returns  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  A  RTHUR.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa,  I^Mr.  McCrart,]  whether 
the  forty-second  section  of  the  act  of  the  11th 
of  August,  1870,  of  the  State  of  Texas,  did  not 
provide  for  the  election  of  municipal  officers ; 
and  whether  it  did  not  also  make  provision  for 
a  board  of  verification  of  the  election  returns ; 
and  whether  another  section  of  the  same  act 
did  not  provide  for  the  election  of  members  of 
the  State  Le^slature,  and  did  not  also  provide  a 
board  of  verification  of  election  returns  at  that 


election ;  and  whether  the  twenty-third  sec- 
tion  did  not  provide  a  board  of  verificatioa  of 
the  election  returns  for  members  of  Congress ; 
whether  those  three  distinct  sections  did  not 
describe  three  distinct  elections,  three  distinct 
modes  of  verification,  and  three  distinct  boards 
of  verification  officers  ? 

Mr.  McCRARY.  There  are  very  likely, 
Mr.  Speaker,  some  cases  of  local  elections, 
county  or  city  elections,  in  which  the  returns 
are  not  sent  to  the  Governor  at  all.  But  I 
undertake  to  say  that  the  thirty-fifth  section 
gives  the  power  to  examine  all  returns  which 
are  sent  to  the  Governor.  And,  as  returns 
for  the  election  of  members  of  Congress  are 
sent  to  the  Governor,  they  come  within  the 
provisions  of  that  section,  and  this  board  is 
authorized  to  examine  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
election. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  would  be  unreason- 
able, as  I  was  about  to  remark,  to  give  the 
statute  the  construction  which  the  minority  of 
the  committee  claim  for  it.  If  thai  construc- 
tion is  given  to  it,  then  here  is  a  board  of  State 
officers,  the  three  highest  officers  in  the  State, 
who  are  authorized  to  investigate  all  cases  of  in- 
timidation and  violence  which  have  occurred 
at  an  election,  where  there  were  elections  of 
members  of  Congress  and  of  State  officers  at 
the  same  time,  and  yet.  their  investigation  is 
to  be  limited  to  the  vote  cast  for  State  offi- 
cers, and  they  have  no  power  to  investigate 
such  acts  committed  to  influence  the  election 
of  a  member  of  Congress.  It  cannot  be  as- 
sumed, Mr.  Speaker,  that  such  was  the  inten- 
tion pf  the  Legislature,  especially  when  the 
intention  of  the  act  is  such  that  it  does  aot 
admit  of  doubt,  because  it  declares  that  the 
board  shall  have  the  right. to  investigate  with 
regard  to  all  those  elections. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  presumption  of  the 
law  is,  that  the  officers  of  elections  have  done 
their  duty  unless  the  contrary  appear.  It  has 
been  stated  here,  and  it  is  remarked  in  the 
minority  report,  that  it  was  conceded  that  this 
showing,  which  the  law  requires  to  be  made 
before  Uie  Governor,  was  not  made.  That,  I 
think,  was  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of 
the  minority  of  the  committee.  It  was  stated 
by  one  of  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Giddings  that 
there  was  no  such  showing,  and  the  counsel  on 
the  other  side  did  not  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject at  all,  I  suppose  for  the  reason  that  he 
was  pressed  for  time,  and  omitted  or  forgot  it 
In  point  of  fact,  if  we  are  allowed  to  inquire 
into  that  matter,  we  are  apprised  by  gentle- 
men who  .ought  to  know  that  there  was  such 
an  investigation,  and  that  the  law  was  strictly 
complied  with.  But  I  apprehend  that  we  do 
not  require  to  go  into  that,  for  the  law  always 
presumes  that  an  officer  charged  with  a  public 
duty  has  acted  in  accordatxce  with  bis  duty, 
unless  the  contrary  is  shown. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Will  the  gentle- 
man  yield  to  me  for  a  question? 

Mr.  McCRARY.     I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  We  concede  the 
legal  effect  of  the  certificate  of  the  Governor, 
and  that  prima  facie,  in  the  absence  of  any 
facts  or  statements  therein  contained,  Mr. 
Clarke  is  entitled  to  his  seat.  But  in  this  case 
the  question  is  whether  or  not  the  statement 
of  the  Governor  in  his  certificate,  that  neither 
Clarke  nor  Giddings  was  elected  according  to 
law,  does  not  overcome  the  presumption  that 
Clarke  is  elected. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  There  is  nothing  upon  the 
face  of  the  certificate  showing  that  neitner  was 
elected  according  to  law.  On  the  contrary, 
the  face  of  the  certificate  shows  that  Mr.  Clarke 
was  elected.  If  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Blair]  will  read  the  Governor* s  state- 
ment, he  will  find  that  he  is  entirely  mistaken. 

[Here  the  hammer  felL] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  sUte  that 
a  similar  prolongation  of  time  has  been  granted 
to  the  gentleman  representing  the  majority  of 
the  committee  as  was  allowed  the  gent)<)man 
firom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  ARTHn.] 
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AlsOf  thepetition  of  Margaret  Beeler,  widow 
of  Peter  ^eler,  late  private  company  A, 
twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry,  praying  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Isaac  Beeler,  euard- 
ian  of  Sarah  Mackey,  minor  child  of  Enoch 
Mackey,  deceased ,  company  A,  twelfth  Ten- 
nessee cavalry,  for  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Nancy  Branson,  only 
child  of  W.  M.  Harrell,  deceased,  private  com- 
pany I,  fourth  Tennessee  volunteers,  praying 
for  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Eliza  Webb,  widow  of 
Daniel  Webb,  deceased,  private  company  G, 
eighth  Tennessee  cavalry,  for  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  same  for  bounty,  &c. 

ByMr.NEGLEY:  The  memorial  of  Joseph 
Finch  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  asking  that  certain 
taxes  paid  on  distilled  spirits  destroyed  by  the 
fall  of  their  warehouse  shall  be  refunded. 

By  Mr.  PECK :  The  petition  of  Charles  R. 
Messengen,  Walter  A.  Hodge,  and  18  others, 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  tobacco,  for  a  uni- 
form tax  of  sixteen  cents  per  pound  on  all  kinds 
of  manufactured  tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Stein,  H.  H. 
Butler,  and  21  others,  for  the  same  purpose. 

By  Mr.  PERRY,  of  New  York  :  A  peti- 
tion of  merchants  of  the  city  of  Albany,  for 
the  modi6cationof  the  existing  tariflT  duties  on 
imported  sugar. 

Also,  a  petition  of  tax- payers  of  Albany, 
New  York,  for  tariff  reform. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Albany  City  Savings  Institution  for  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  tax  on  savings  banks. 

By  Mr.  RICE,  of  Kentucky  :  The  petition 
of  S.  S.  Vinson,  of  Kentucky,  asking  the  re- 
moval of  political  disabilities  imposed  by 
article  fourteen  of  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution. 

By  Mr.  SCOPIELD:  The  petition  of  Susan 
Daggett  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for 
%  pension. 

Also,  a  petition  of  honorably  discharged 
soldiers,  residents  of  Clearfield  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  additional  legislation  in 
reference  to  bounty  and  bounty  land. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Heiges,  of  Luth- 
ersburg,  Clearfield  county,  Pennsylvania,  ask- 
ing for  a  pension. 

Bv  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia  :  The  petition 
of  Edward  P.  Doherty,  asking  for  relief  as 
mail  contractor. 

By  Mr.  SPR AGUE :  The  petition  of  Levi 
Rugseeger  and  others,  citizens  of  Claring- 
ton,  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  asking  for  addi- 
tional bounties  in  lands  or  money  to  the  sol- 
diers who  served  in*  the  war  of  the  rebellion, 
and  for  the  eoualization  of  bounties. 

By  Mr.  S  W  ANN :  Three  petitions  from  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  Marylana,  engaged  in  the 
tobacco  trade,  praying  that  the  tax  on  manu- 
factured tobacco  may  be  reduced  to  sixteen 
cents  per  pound. 

Bv  Mr.  W  ALDRON :  The  petition  of  Luther 
Dodge  and  102  others.,  for  bounty  and  bounty 
land  for  soldiers  of  last  war. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  New  York :  The 
petition  of  citizens  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  in 
favor  of  a  uniform  tax  on  all  descriptions  of 
manufactured  tobacco  of  sixteen  cents  per 
pound. 

Bv  Mr.  WINCHESTER :  The  petition  of 
H.  S.  Saunders,  asking  for  damages  for  prop- 
erty taken  and  used  by  the  Army. 
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Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  McCauley,  presiding 
slder,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  BROWNLO  W  presented  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Tennessee,  late  soldiers  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 


enter  the  lands  granted  by  Congress  without 
the  requirement  of  settlement  and  cultivation, 
and  also  a  bounty  of  eight  do'llars  a  month  to 
honorably  discharged  soldiers,  for  the  term  of 
their  actual  service;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  been  requested 
to  present  a  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Prairie  City,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  askine 
that  additional  bounties  and  land  be  'granted 
to  a  certain  class  of  soldiers  in  the  late  war. 
These  petitions,  I  believe,  have  gone  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Some  have  gone 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affciirs  and  some 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  they  in- 
volve both  questions. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  the  reference 
of  this  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  also  received 
through  the  representative  of  the  **  Tax- Pay- 
ers' Union ''  numerous  petitions  coming  firom 
some  twenty-four  States  and  various  counties 
in  those  States.  Instead  of  taking  up  the  time 
of  the  Senate  in  presenting  each  petition  sep- 
arately, I  will  present  them  to  the  Senate  m 
bulk,  as  the  petitions  are  all  of  like  character. 
I  will  state  briefly  the  purport  of  one  of  the 
petitions,  and  then  present  the  whole  of  them 
for  reference  in  the  Senate. 

The  petitions  are  entitled  **  prayer  of  tax- 
payers for  tariff  reform,''  ana  they  set  out 
that  the  signers  cheerfully  pay  taxes  to  meet 
proper  expenses  of  Government,  but  are  not 
willing  to  pay  tribute  to  favored  individuals 
through  an  artificial  increase  in  the  cost  of 
domestic  products  caused  by  an  nnjust  and 
unwise  tariff;  that  a  Government,  founded 
upon  the  equal  consent  of  all  and  supported 
by  all  in  peace  or  war,  has  no  right  to  tax 
one  man  tor  the  benefit  of  another,  nor  should 
a  Government,  which  asserts  the  freedom  of 
labor,  deprive  any  laborer  of  the  full  value 
of  his  earnings  by  restricting  his  freedom  of 
purchase. 

They  further  represent  that  the  tariff  called 
protective,  by  enhancing  the  cost  of  living,  of 
production,  of  transportation,  and  of  exchanges, 
places  our  industry  at  a  disadvantage  in  com- 
petition with  that  of  other  countries ;  that  the 
aid  which  it  aims  to  give  to  special  branches 
of  industry  is  sometimes  more  than  neutralized 
by  the  arUficial  burdens  imposed,  and  some- 
times builds  up  odious  and  oppressive  monopo- 
lies, and  that  its  benefits  go  altogether  to  capi- 
talists, and  are  not  shared  by  labor,  which  finds 
its  cost  of  living  increased  more  than  its  wages ; 
that  a  tariff  for  revenue  only,  so  framed  as  to 
collect  the  needed  sum  with  the  least  possible 
cost  to  the  people,  as  a  whole,  will  avoid  dis- 
astrous frequency  of  changes  in  legislation, 
afford  a  safer  and  better  basis  for  manufac- 
turing industry,  secure  to  the  workingman  a 
larger  share  of  the  fruits  of  his  toil,  relieve 
labor  from  oppressive  exactions,  and  apicul- 
ture from  cruel  burdens,  and  by  doing  justice 
to  all  the  people  confer  blessings  upon  all. 

The  memorialists  pray  that  Congress  will 
devise  measures  to  reduce  the  tariff  to  a 
strictly  revenue  basis,  to  remove^as  fast  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  public  welfare, 
every  dulr  by  which  one  man  is  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  and  to  place  the  system 
called  protective  where  the  public  mind  will 
rest  in  the  belief  of  its  'speedy  and  complete 
extinction ;  and  they  especially  pray  that  the 
determination  of  Congress  to  abolish  duties 
known  to  be  for  protection,  so  called,  and  not 
for  a  revenue,  mav  be  shown  by  the  imme- 
diate repeal  of  the  duties  upon  salt ,  coal,  and 
pig-iron. 

These  petitions,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
come  from  twenty-four  States  of  the  Union. 
They  are  from  the  counties  of  Franklin,  An- 
drew, Shelby,  Ray,  Harrison,  and  Warren,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri.  There  are  eleven  peti- 
tions from  Ohio,  coming  firom  the  counties 


of  Richland,  Waynej  Clark,  Loraine,  Gallia, 
Butler,  Henry,  Marion,  and  Preble.  There 
are  eleven  petitions  from  Maryland,  comine 
from  the  counties  of  Washington  and  HowanL 
There  are  ten  petitions  from  lllinoiS}  coming 
from  the  counties  of  Marion,  Pulaski,  Cham- 
paign, Logan,  Henderson,  Clark,  and  Warren. 
There  are  four  petitions  from  MassachusettSi 
coming  from  the  counties  of  Berkshire,  Barn- 
stable, and  Worcester;  four  from  Alabama, 
from  the  counties  of  DeEabb  and  Mobile ;  four 
from  Texas,  from  the  counties  of  Wood,  Den- 
ton, Cherokee,  and  Burnet;  four  from  New 
York,  from  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Steaben, 
and  Ontario;  three  from  Indiana,  from  the 
counties  of  Morgan,  Clark,  and  Cfass;  three 
from  Georgia,  from  the  counties  of  Macon, 
Stewart,  and  Oglethorpe ',  two  from  Iowa, 
from  the  counties  of  Allamakee  and  Story ; 
two  from  Connecticut :  and  one  of  these  peti- 
tions from  Connecticut,  I  will  state  to  the  Bea- 
ate.  is  signed  by  the  president,  ex-president, 
and  several  of  the  protessors  of  Yale  College, 
at  New  Haven,  by  a  late  Governor  of  ue 
State,  and  by  leading  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers in  that  State.  Then  there  are  two 
petitions  from  Wisconsin,  from  the  coandes 
of  Waupacca  and  Eenosha ;  two  from  Michi- 
gan, from  the  counties  of  Calhoun  and  Gratiot ; 
one  from  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Maine ;  one 
from  Cooke  county,  North  Carolina  ;  one  from 
Windham,  Vermont ;  oae  from  Fulton  county, 
Arkansas:  one  from  Riley  county,  Kansas; 
one  from  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania ;  one 
from  Scott  county,  Virginia;  one  from  Darl- 
ington county.  South  Carolina,  and  one  from 
Tippah  county,  Mississippi. 

The  number  of  signatures  to  these  various 
petitions  I  understand  to  be  about  seven  thou- 
sand, and  they  are  made  up  of  leading  business 
men,  merchants,  agriculturists,  and  manufac- 
turers, to  some  extent,  from  the  various  States 
of  the  Union.  I  move  their  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  The  Senator 
seems  to  be  giving  very  full  information  in  rela- 
tion to  these  petitions :  but  I  should  like  to 
get  a  little  more.  I  desire  to  ask  him  whether 
these  petitions  all  came  from  these  parties,  or 
all  were  gathered  together  into  one  place  and 
sent  to  him  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  had  paid 
attention  to  what  I  said,  it  would  have  avoided 
the  necessity  of  his  inquiry.  I  stated  that  I 
had  received  from  the  representative  of  an 
organization  these  petitions,  which  had  been 
sent  to  me  with  a  request  that  I  would  present 
them  to  the  Senate,  and  I  stated  that  I  received 
them  from  the  representative  of  what  is  known 
as  the  *' Tax- Payers*  Union,  '*  through  whom 
they  came  to  me  for  presentation  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  beg  pardon ; 
I  was  not  in  my  seat  when  the  Senator  becan 
his  remarks.  I  desire  now  to  ask  him  another 
question,  and  that  is,  whether  these  petitions 
are  all  printed,  and  the  same  in  form 7 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection  to 
being  catechized  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
but  1  stated,  when  I  presented  the  petitions, 
that  instead  of  presenting  them  separately,  as 
they  were  all  of  like  character,  I  would  present 
them  in  bulk,  stating  what  was  contained  in 
one. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  have  all  the 
information  I  desire. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  received  and  been 
requested  to  present  a  memorial  very  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  of  the  town  of  York, 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  asking  for  the  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  salt.  I  move  ibt  referenced  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  similar  petitions, 
all  printed,  all  furnished  to  me  through  the 
mail,  from  the  town  of  Deer  Isle,  from  the 
town  of  Camden,  from  the  city. of  Belfast, 
from  the  plantation  of  Matiniccs,  from  the 
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Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  ao  mach  faith  and 
confidence — I  say  it  without  any  affectation — 
io  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  the  chairman 
of  the  joint  committee,  that  I  am  quite  willing 
that  he  shall  audit  the  accounts,  and  I  know 
that  no  expenses  could  piaiss  without  his  draft 
or  approval.  I  am  quite  sure,  therefore,  the 
money  has  been  expended  honestly;  I  have 
DO  complaint  about  that.  I  have  heard,  how- 
ever, that  the  committee  were  ereatly  imposed 
on  by  witnesses  who  procured  themselves  to 
be  brought  here,  and  who.  were  not  worth  the 
cost  of  subsistence  after  they  got  here.  How 
that  is  I  do  not  know;  it  is  only  common 
rumor.  But  that  is  not  a  matter  that  strikes 
roe  as  being  very  interesting. 

We  appropriated,  if  I  understand  the  state- 
ment, when  we  passed  the  concurrent  resolu- 
tion appointing  this  committee,  $80,000.  To 
that  an  appropriation  that  belonged  to  a  Senate 
committee,  amounting  to  $12,000,  was  added. 
That  made  $42,000.  Now,  I  being  something 
of  a  strict  constructionist,  would  have  supposed, 
if  I  had  been  on  that  committee,  that  when  the 
meansgave  out  my  functions  ceased,  for  1  should 
not  have  thought  of  paying  the  expenses  out 
of  my  own  pocket.  I  am  quite  sure  of  that, 
even  if  it  had  been  a  larji^er  pocket  than  it  is.  I 
should  therefore  have  thought  that  when  the 
sinews  of  war  gave  out  it  was  time  to  give  up, 
and  that  the  committee  must  stop  and  report 
the  matter  to  Congress  for  its  further  action, 
for  it  to  decide  whether  it  would  make  any 
further  appropriation.  But  it  seems  the  com- 
mittee borrowed  $12,000  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice.  Where  the  Department  of 
Justice  got  authoi'ity  to  lend  the  committee 
$12,000  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  know  that 
the  contingent  fund  of  that  Department  could 
be  properly  applied  to  the  uses  of  a  special 
committee  formed  by  the  concurrent  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  and  for  the  defrayal 
of  whose  expenses  the  two  Houses  had  made 
a  specific  appropriation.  I  should  be  inclined 
to  think  that  the  appropriation  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  of  a  contingent  fund  was  in 
tended  by  Congress  for  a  different  purpose 
from  that  for  which  it  had  made  a  specific 
appropriation  in  the  reAolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  special  committee ;  but,  of  course, 
all  respect  should  be  paid  to  the  conclusions 
of  the  Department  of  Justice  on  any  question 
of  law ;  we  are  bound  to  presume  that  the 
head  of  that  great  Department  understands 
some  law ;  and,  therefore,  1  suppose  we  are 
bound  to  presume  that  he  was  satisfied  that 
he  had  a  right  to  take  his  contingent  fund 
and  lend  it  to  this  committee.  I  confess  I  do 
not  see  it.  It  strikes  me  as  a  very  singular 
proceeding.  I  do  not  know  why  they  might 
not  have  gone  and  borrowed  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Iiitetior,  or  of  any  other  Depart- 
ment, as  well  as  go  and  borrow  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Attorney  General. 

But  let  that  pass.  We  had  $12,000  borrowed 
there.  That  makes  $54,000,  and  that  money 
has  all  £one,lind  we  now  have  adeficiency  bill. 
1  should  like  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  to  know 
what  appropriation  we  can  make  that  is  not 
followed  by  a  deficiency  bill.  We  all  know 
that  the  deficiency  bills  are  more  numerous 
than  the  regular  appropriation  bills.  We  pass 
an  appropriation  bul  tor  the  Army.  That  is 
followed  at  the  next  session  by  one,  two,  three, 
or  four  deficiency  bills.  We  pass  one  for  the 
Navy.  That  is  followed  by  a  similar  number 
of  deficiency  bills ;  and  so  on  through  the  whole 
service  of  the  country.  In  other  words,  we 
pass  bills  and  send  them  forth  to  the  country 
making  appropriations,  and  saying  to  thecoun- 
trv  the  sum  of  these  bills  will  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  this  year,  when  they 
are  not  at  all  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
when  they  are  far  below  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  and  Congress  has  hardly  met  at 
the  next  session  before  deficiency  bill  after 
deficiency  bill  is  brought  in. 

The  whole  course  of  proceeding  is  a  delu- 


sion, an  imposition  upon  the  country.  Tt  says 
to  the  country  when  we  pass  our  regular  ap- 
propriation bills,  ''This  shall  be  the  amount 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Government  this  year,^* 
and  the  very  next  session  the  Appropriation 
Committee  comes  in  with  deficiency  bill  after 
deficiency  bill  amounting  to  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Why,  sir,  at  the  last  session  of  the  last 
Congress  there  were  thirteen  deficiency  bills 
that  passed  this  Senate  and  passed  both 
branches  of  Congress;  and  now  it  appears  we 
cannot  even  appoint  a  special  committee  of 
investigation  with  limited  power,  and  make  a 
specific  appropriation  of  the  amount  of  ex- 
penses that  that  committee  shall  incur,  of  as 
much  money  as  we  are  willing  to  give  it,  but 
the  committee  must  go  and  borrow  money  from 
one  of  the  Departments,  and  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  must  bring  in  a  deficiency 
bilL  I  do  not  know  what  we  shall  have  a 
deficiency  bill  about  next.  I  do  not  know  how 
small  the  subject  may  be  upon  which  we  make 
an  appropriation,  that  we  shall  not  have  a 
deficiency  bill.. 

I  make  these  remarks  not  for  the  purpose 
of  voting  against  paying  our  debts.  I  am  will- 
ing to  pay  the  debt  of  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, although  I  do  think  he  a  little  ex- 
ceeded his  authority  in  borrowing  the  money 
and  contracting  the  debt 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  somewhat  relieved  by 
the  closing  sentence  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
for  I  was  a  little  uncertain  whether  he  was 
opposed  to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
this  committee,  or  only  seeking  this  occasion 
to  manifest  his  opposition  to  all  deficiency 
bills. 

So  far  as  he  has  indicated  any  opposition  to 
the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  this  committee, 
that  opposition  seems  to  rest  upon  two  grounds : 

First,  that  the  committee  may  have  been 
imposed  upon  by  some  witnesses.  I  can  only 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  to  the 
Senate  generally,  that  the  most  arduous,  and 
perhaps  the  most  disagreeable  duty  that  was 
imposed  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
was  to  guard  against  that  very  imposition,  and 
that  upon  both  sides  of  the  question,  I  may  say ; 
for  we  found  about  as  much  human  nature  on 
one  side  of  it  as  on  the  *other  when  it  came  to  a 
desire  to  come  b-fore  the  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  being  witnesses  and  having  expenses 
paia  to  Washington.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into 
any  details  on  that  subject,  but  I  will  simply 
say  that  1  rejec^^d  more  applications  of  wit- 
nesBCS  of  that  kind  who  came  voluntarily  to 
be  examined  than  I  granted,  far  more. 

The  other  point  that  the  Senator  makes  is 
that  when  the  appropriation  ran  out  we  ought 
then  to  have  stopped.  Th^re  are  a  great  many 

Ceoplein  the  southern  States  who  would  have 
een  glad  if  we  had  stopped  just  at  that  point ; 
but  from  the  revelations  which  were  made  be- 
fore the  committee  up  to  that  period  we  deemed 
it  our  duty  to  go  on.  We  deemed  that  we  had 
hardly  more  than  broken  the  surface  of  a  con- 
spiracy which  demanded  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  and  believing  that,  we  proceeded, 
and  I  can  only  point  to  the  results  in  the  courts 
of  justice,  and  ask  the  country  whether  the 
committee  was  not  justified  in  goinc  on  and 
incurring  this  debt,  when  I  state  that  oil  Is  have 
been  found  against  more  than  five  hundred 
persons  in  the  circuit  court  of  South  Carolina, 
and  against  more  than  four  hundred  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  North  Carolina ;  and  I  think  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  results  of  the 
examination  given  to  the  officers  of  the  law  has 
stopped  murder,  whipping,  and  outtage,  and 
taught  those  who  disregarded  the  law  that  the 
law  was  stronger  than  their  conspiracy.  That, 
sir,  is  the  reason  we  did  not  stop ;  and  although 
I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in 
the  position  of  sayinj^  that  his  bill  ought  not  to 
be  paid  because  we  did  not  stop,  I  do  not  think 
that  when  the  report  is  made  and  the  testimony 
taken  comes  to  oe  considered  by  the  cotmtry 
there  will  be  any  ob^ction  to  our  not  stopping 
at  that  point  when  it  is  teen  what  was  done 


after  that  by  the  snb-oemmitteet  who  went  into 
the  sonthem  States. 

Now,  as  to  the  strict  constraction  of  the 
question,  I  have  already  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  to  the  fact  that  this  was  not  what  he 
terms  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Department 
of  Justice,  but  it  was  a  specific  appropriation 
made  for  the  purpose  of  aetecting  and  punish 
ing  crime  in  those  States.  The  Attorney  Gen- 
eral believed  that  he  was  carrying  out  the 
purpose  of  that  appropriation  in  placing  the 
money  in  our  hands,  and  although,  as  I  have 
said,  it  was  the  intention  to  return  it  if  this 
appropriation  were  made  large  enough,  we  do 
not  deem  that  there  is  any  inMction  of  the  law 
in  applying  it  for  that  purpose ;  but  as  it  is  now 
made  a  deficiency  bill  solely,  and  the  expenses 
of  the  committee  will  have  to  be  paid — and 
I  may  say  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
unpaid  portion  of  them  is  the  compensation  due 
to  the  members  who  went  on  those  sub  com- 
mittees— as  that  is  the  intention,  we  shall  use 
it  for  the  purposes  of  the  committee,  if  it  be 
made,  and,  as  I  have  already  said,  ask  that  that 
portion  of  it  be  audited  by  the  Committee  on 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate.  I  trust 
that  the  explanation  is  satisfactory  to  the  Sen- 
ator, and  tnat  the  bill  will  be  passed  witbont 
further  opposition. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  is  entirely  satitfiustory 
in  one  aspect  of  the  case,  and  entirely  unsat- 
isfactory in  another.  The  habit  of  a  long  life 
makes  a  lawyer  apt  to  look  at  everything  in  a 
legal  point  of  view.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
practice  of  the  law  tends  to  sharpen  and  narrow 
a  man's  mind.  It  may  be  so :  and  that  a  law- 
yer cannot  take  a  great  considferation  into  view 
as  he  would  do  had  he  not  been  habituated  to 
the  law. 

My  friend  does  not  gainsay  the  proposition 
that  this  committee  transcended  its  powers  in 
spending  money  which  it  had  no  authority  to 
spend,  in  obtaining  money  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  that  it  was  not  authorized  to 
obtain,  for  no  matter  what  the  Department  of 
Justice  was  authorized  to  do  with  that  money, 
the  amount  of  monev  that  this  committee  was 
authorized  to  spend  was  fixed  by  a  special 
appropriation  of  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

6ut  my  friend  says  there  were  great  abuses 
to  examine  into,  and  great  good  has  resulted 
from  that  examination.  •  That  reminds  me  of 
an  incident  I  happened  once  to  witness  in 
court,  in  which  a  man  complained  bitterly  that 
he  had  been  indicted  for  assault  and  battery. 
He  was  asked,  *^  Did  you  not  commit  the  as- 
sault and  battery?''  He  replied,  ''Certainly 
I  did,  but  I  ought  not  to  be  indicted  for  it;  the 
fellow  I  whipped  was  such  a  mean  fellow.'* 
[Laughter.]  And  so  in  this  case  my  friend 
says,  *'It  is  true  the  committee  transcended 
the  powers  which  were  vested  in  it,  it  expended 
monev  it  had  no  authority  to  expend,  it  ran 
into  aebt  when  it  had  no  right  to  do  it,  but 
these  fellows  we  were  after  were  such  mean 
fellows,  and  therefore  it  is  all  right  and  proper, 
although  we  expended  more  money  than  we 
were  authorized  to  expend,  and  contracted 
debts  which  Congress  never  aathorized  as  to 
contract" 

I  do  not  undertake  to  go  into  the  qaestion 
now  of  what  good  or  what  evil  has  reenlted 
from  this  investigation.  1  am  perfectly  will- 
ing, for  this  argument,  to  admit  all  th«t  my 
friend  has  said,  and  said  so  eloquentlj,  as  to 
the  benefits  that  have  resulted  from  this  invest- 
u|;ation ;  but  I  do  say  it  is  of  very  evil  example 
for  a  committee  of  this  body  to  go  bevond  the 
appropriation  which  Congress  has  made  for  \U 
use  and  then  to  come  in  with  adeficiency  bill. 
I  do  say  that  not  only  in  strict  law,  but  accord 
in^  to  any  law,  their  duty  was,  when  the  appr*- 

S nation  was  expended,  to  report  the  fact  to 
ongress,  and  let  Congress  decide,  not  the 
committee,  whether  to  ma*ke  a  further  appro- 
priation to  proceed  with  that  investigation. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  I  will  make  « 
remark  or  two  in  reply  to  what  fell  from  the 
honorable  chairman  of  this  ooounittee.     Hft 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  a  majority 
Tote. 

Mr.  MORBILL,  of  Maine.  Then  I  move 
that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  it  will  be  within 
the  reach  of  the  Senator  from  Oregon  when- 
ever he  can  get  a  majority  of  the  Senate  to 
move  to  proceed  to  its  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pendine  the 
motion  to  postpone,  the  Senator  from  Maine 
makes  a  motion  of  higher  privilege,  which  is 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  Chnir  will  receive  the  morning 
business  and  call  for  bills  and  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
466)  increasing  the  pension  of  Joseph  Burn- 
liam :  which  was  reaa  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  457)  to  authorize  the  West  Wisconsin  Rail- 
way Company  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  bridge 
for  railway  purposes  across  Lake  St.  Croix, 
at  the  city  of  Hudson,  in  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  458) 
to  provide  for  the  segregation  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
459)  defining  the  rights  of  persons  settling 
upon  the  public  lands ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Cpmmittee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous^  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  460)  to  abolish  the  coinage  charge  in  the 
mints  of  the  United  States  ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AT  SAN  FBANOISCO. 

Mr.  COLE  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rfolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablio  Baildinga 
Mid  QrcuDds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  asaitablebaildingoD  the  vacant 
portion  of  the  custom-house  grounds,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, for  the  use  of  the  Federal  officers  in  that  city 
who  are  DOW  occupying  rented  tenements,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

KXBCUTIVB  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  of 
December  last,  correspondence  relating  to  the 
subject  of  international  coinage;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communicatioa : 

Washington,  D.  C,  ^rt719, 1871. 
The  undersigned  being  authorised  and  directed  by 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
24th  May,  1870,  to  ascertain  and  settle  upon  princi- 
ples of  justice,  a  fair  and  just  compensation  for  the 
use  of  the  Corcoran  Art  Building  and  grounds,  sit- 
uated at  the  corner  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  and 
Beventeenth  street,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  while 
^e  same  were  occupied  by  the  United  States  for  the 
public  service,  hereoy  award  the  sum  of  f  125.000  for 
the  use  by  the  United  States  of  said  building  and 

groonds.  

WAL  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  "War, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Trea$urv, 
HAMILTON  FISH, 

Secretary  qfSuUe, 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


PAPBR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBFBRRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  it 

was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Timothy 
Baker  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  OfficM  and  Post 
Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEVENSON,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  Mrs.  E.  B.  McCormick  be,  and  she 
hereby  iS}  authorized  to  withdraw  the  papers  in  her 
claim  now  on  file  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  of 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia, 

it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  papers  in  the  claim  of  Charles 
and  H.  W.  Spencer  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  referred-to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAWYER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Donnelly  and  Egan  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

ONE  TERM  FOR  PKKSIDBNT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  regular  morn- 
ing business  seems  to  have  concluded.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  gave  notice  of  his 
desire  to  call  up  a  joint  resolution  toda^  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  ask  that  theresolutioD 
to  which  I  referred  be  taken  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  (S.  R. 
No.  4)  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  United  States,  confining  the 
President  to  one  term. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint 
resolution  (S.  R.  No.  4)  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
confining  the  President  to  one  term,  was  reaa 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  we  have 
entered  an  era  of  reform — a  change  has  been 
made  in  the  civil  service.  It  will,  I  trust,  be 
real  and  useful.  It  will  be  vain  if  it  does  not 
Cjore  the  chief  evils  it  is  meant  to  remedy. 
Place  hunting,  is  one  of  the  great  industries  of 
the  nation — it  is  almost  a  mania.  Public  em- 
ployment is  set  above  private  occupation,  and 
this,  though  for  the  honest  and  the  competent, 
public  eroi>loymentis  the  poorest  field  of  Amer- 
ican exertion.  Public  agents  and  representa- 
tives have  been  hindered  in  their  duties,  and 
their  time  taxed  by  applicants  for  office.  In 
this  way  their  use&lness  has  been  impaired, 
and  they  have  been  much  belied,  too,  by  those 
who  cannot  understand  that  any  man  or  any- 
thing is  honest,  and  who  feel  robbed  whenever 
an  appointment  is  madewithoutj  in  some  way, 
paying  toll  to  them. 

The  President  has  been  made  the  object  of 
gross  assault,  because  he  would^  not  yield  to 
demands  sometimes  sordid  and  vile,  touching 
^^patronage ;''  and  the  purest  public  adminis- 
trator has  been  exposed  to  suspicion  of  abus- 
ing the  appointing  power  for  personal  ends. 
These  evils,  among  others,  have  cursed  the 
public  service,  and  the  proposed  cl^ange  is  not 
worth  trying  unless  it  goes  far  to  uproot  them. 
The  very  firststep  in  the  new  plan,  is  to  divorce 
appointments  from  patronage  and  favoritism. 
The  head  and  front  of  the  change,  is  to  make 
the  bestowal  of  place  no  longer  hinge  on  the 
will  of  the  appointing  power.  In  other  words, 
we  are  about  to  try  the  withdrawal  of  political 
patronage,  from  politics.  The  first  effect,  and 
chief  merit  claimed  for  this,  is  that  nomina- 
tions and  elections  by  the  people,  will  not  be 
helped  or  hurt  by  hopes  or  fears  of  the  gain  or 
loss  of  place. 

In  the  presence  of  this  transition,  and  facing 
it  on  the  threshold,  a  motion  is  made  to  amend 
the  Constitution  so  as  to  forbid  reelections  to 
the  Presidency.  We  are  told  that  the  amend- 
ment belongs  to  the  reform — that  without  the 
amendment,  the  reform  is  nothing.  The  amend- 
ment is  designed  to  do  away  with  an  alleged 
wrong  of  the  old  system  of  appointments,  and 
we  are  told  that  in  dismissing  the  old  system 
itself,  an  J  foundinga  new  and  different  system, 
we  most  also  change  the  Constitution,  in  order 


to  get  rid  of  a  peril  to  which  the  old  system 
open,  but  which  the  new  system  is  specially 
designed  to  remove. 

Under  usages  and  regulations  of  the  past, 
the  President,  it  is  said,  might  aid  bis  reflec- 
tion by  the  bad  use  of  patronage — ^this  is  the 
argument ;  and  now,  wnen  we  are  in  the  act 
of  shutting  out,  or  fencing  in,  patronage,  so 
that  it  cannot  be  thus  used,  we  are  asked  to 
say  that  the  President  never  shall  be  reelected 
at  all. 

We  are  in  the  act  of  providing  tluit  Presi- 
dents shall  not  be  reelected  by  bad  means,  and 
we  are  told  that  as  part  of  the  same  act  we 
must  provide  that  Presidents  shall  not  be  re- 
elected by  ^ood  means. 

We  are  in  the  act  of  rooting  out  the  great 
alleged  evil  of  reeligibility  to  second  presi- 
dential terms,  when  we  are  told  that  we  must 
not  leave  reeligibility  standing  in  the  Consti- 
tution, even  after  its  alleged  evil  has  been  token 

We  are  about  stripping  a  thing  of  the  one 
standing  objection  to  it,  and  we  are  told  that 
the  thing  itself  must  not  exist  after  the  objec- 
tion is  gone. 

This  seems  very  odd.  A  common  mind  sees 
it  all  the  other  way. 

To  me,  the  two  things  seem  not  only  distinct, 
but  opposite.  They  seem  not  to  belong  to- 
gether at  all.  They  seem  to  contradict  each 
other.  If  we  were  engaged  in  preserving  the 
old  system  of  appointments,  I  could  aee  the 
fitness  and  the  use  of  removing  dangers,  real 
or  suppoHed,  belonging  to  that  system.  But 
when  we  are  bringing  in  a  new  system,  I  do  not 
see  the  need  of  a  constitutional  anathema 
aimed  at  departing  evils. 

Abuses  banished  with  the  old  system,  and 
superseded  and  prevented  by  the  new,  woald 
seem  not  to  re(^uire  further  action,  certainly 
not  to  require  action  warring  on  reason  in  other 
respects. 

It  may  be  urged  that  in  spite  of  the  change 
just  begun,  a  remnant  of  patronage  will  sttU 
remain.  This  is  true;  but  to  deny  that  the 
new  measures  will  shield  the  great  bodyofthe 
public  service,  is  to  discredit  aud  desert  reform 
in  advance,  and  to  brand  it  as  a  failure. 

Again,  it  seems  like  a  blow  in  the  face  of 
civil  service  reform  to  eject  or  exclude  a  man 
from  office  merely  because  he  has  held  it  four 
years.  ^' Removalsonly  for  cause  j"  '*  tenures 
depending  on  good  behavior;''  *' retaining  in 
place  those  who  do  their  duty" — these  are  the 
trite  and  favorite  catch-words  of  civil  service 
reform.  Yet  here  comes  a  scheme,  to  fix  a  con 
stitutional  bar  sinister  upon  an  officer,  because 
he  has  been  an  officer  four  years,  and  because 
he  has  won  such  public  confidence  that  yon 
can  ^et  rid  of  him  only  by  imposing  a  legal 
disability. 

For  these  reasons,  omitting  others,  the  pro- 
posed alteration  of  the  Constitution  aeems 
quite  uncalled  for  now.  It  seems  so  uncalled 
tor  that  we  pause  to  ask  why  it  is  here. 

A  presidential  canvass  is  upon  us,  and  the 
dominant  party  is  likely  to  support  for  reflec- 
tion the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  Does  this 
fact  throw  any  light  upon  the  portentous  pre- 
amble, and  the  solemn  resolution  before  us? 

He  must  be  blind,  indeed,  who  does  not  see 
in  this  proposed  amendment,  a  device,  a  make- 
weight, an  expedient,  to  affect  the  reelection 
ef  President  Grant. 

Ostrich-like,  it  buries  its  head,  but  ostrich- 
like, it  is  big  with  exposure.  It  wears  a  vail 
of  preamble  and  a  fig-leaf  of  benevolent  post- 
ponement. It  tries  to  hide  its  real  self  under 
the  words : 

"This  amendment  shall  not  take  effect  until  after 
the4thof  Marob.1873." 

Our  attention  was  especially  called  to  these 
words.  What  are  they  for?  Why  are  they 
there  ?  They  pretend  to  give  ns  respite,  or 
reprieve. 

One  falls  into  reverie  while  considering 
whether  most  to  admire  the  guilelesaness  or 
the  skill,  the  ingennoosness  or  the  ingenuUy, 
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New  Hampshirei  Virginia,  and  North  Caro- 
linai  voted  ay.  MassachusettSt  Gonnecticat, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylyania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Sonth  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  no. 

Mr.  Madison  comments  on  this  proceeding 

in  a  note  as  follows: 

**An  iDeliribility  woald  have  followed  (thouch  it 
woald  aeem  from  the  vote  not  in  the  opinion  of  all) 
this  prolongation  of  the  term." 

It  appears  from  the  debates  that  a  popular 
election,  and  a  term  of  bat  four  ^ears,  was  re- 
garded as  the  provision  to  go  with  regligibil- 
ity,  and  that  an  election  by  the  Le^^islatnre  and 
a  lone  term,  were  to  go  with  ineligibility  to  a 
second  term.  These  were  the  alternative  prop- 
ositions, and  choice  by  the  people  with  a 
short  term,  was  snbstituted  for  a  legislative 
election  with  a  single  long  term.  Little  or  no 
weieht  was  attached  to  any  objections  to  be 
maae  against  allowing  the  people  to  reelect  a 
President  whose  term  was  only  four  years. 

This  may  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts 
from  Mr.  Madison's  records  of  the  debates  : 

**Mr.  Mason  waa  for  seven  years  at  least,  and  for 

J^robibitiDgareiiligibility  aa  the  best  expedient  both 
or  preventing  the  effect  of  a  false  complaisance  on 
the  side  of  the  Legislature  toward  unfit  characters, 
and  a  temptation  on  the  side  of  the  Executive  to  in- 
trigue with  the  Legislature  for  a  reapjpointmenL 

*  Mr.  Bedford  was  for  a  trienDial  election,  and 
for  an  ineligibility  after  a  period  of  nine  years. 

"Mr.  Obrbt.  If  the  Executive  it  to  be  elected 
by  the  Legislature,  he  certainly  ought  not  to  be  re- 
eligible.  This  would  make  him  absolutely  depend- 
ent. 

**  Mr.  Wilson.  It  seems  to  be  the  unanimous  sense 
that  the  Executive  should  not  be  appointed  by  the 
Legislature.unless  he  be  rendered  ineligible  aseoond 
time.  He  perceived  with  pleasure  that  the  idea  was 
gaining  ground  of  an  election  mediately  or  immedi- 
ately by  the  people. 

Tuesday,  September  4, 1787,  the  committee 
of  eleven  reported  in  favor  of  choosing  the 
President  by  popular  election  through  elect- 
ors, instead  of  leaving  the  choice  to  tiie 
national  Legislature,  as  had  been  proposed, 
and  making  the  term  fonr  years. 

**  Mr.  Sbbrxan  said  the  object  of  this  clause  of 
the  report  was  to  get  rid  of  the  ineligibility  which 
was  attached  to  the  mode  of  election  by  tho  Legisla- 
ture, and  to  render  the  Executive  independent  of 
the  Legislature. 

**  QouvBXRUR  Morris  said  he  would  give  the  rea- 
sons of  the  committee  and  his  own.  The  first  was  the 
danger  of  intrigue  snd  faction  if  the  appointment 
should  be  made  by  the  Legislature.  The  next  was 
tbe  inconvenience  of  ineligibility  required  by  that 
mode  in  order  to  lessen  its  evils.*' iko. 

What  is  there  in  our  annals  to  falsify  these 
judgments  of  our  fathers?  Why  should  we 
plow  up  the  old  ways?  Have  the  sins  and 
errors  of  PrcBidents,  the  wrongs  and  woes 
they  have  wrought,  tbe  crimes  against  liberty 
and  justice  they  have  done,  occurred  espe- 
cially duritig  second  terms?  Have  illustrious 
actions  characterized  those  Chief  Magistrates 
alone,  who  held  office  but  once? 

A  radiant  consiellation  of  deathless  names 
appenrs  to  answer  the  inquiry. 

A  President  usurped  tbe  power  to  declare 
war.  A  President  planned  and  waged  war 
upon  a  weak  and  wretched  people.  A  Presi- 
dent helped  to  enact  the  fugitive  s'ave  law  of 
I80O,  and  a  President  signed  it.  A  President 
connived  at  the  overthrow  of  tiie  Missouri  com- 
promise, and  sought  to  plant  slavery  in  regions 
that  were  free.  A  President  tried  to  clutch 
Cuba  by  force  and  fraud,  and  his  ministers 
signed  the  Ostend  manifesto.  A  President 
trembled  with  fear  and  forsook  duty  and  oath, 
when  he  might  have  strangled  a  treason  that 
reddened  a  contineot  with  blood.  A  Presi- 
dent trod  upon  a  race,  and  turned  his  back 
upon  his  country,  that  he  might  exalt  conspira- 
tors who  caused  the  greatest  funeral  in  his- 
tory. Were  these  the  deeds  of  Presidents 
who  had  been  reelected?  No,  sir;  not  one 
of  these  actors  was  gravely  thought  of  for  a 
second  term. 

When  nullification  and  secession  firstquailed 
before  the  beak  and  claw  of  Federal  power, 
Andrew  Jackson  was  President,  and  he  stamped 
out  treason  then,  and  made  it  odious  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  But  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived and  sought  a  reflection,  and  he  turned 


men  out  of  office  too,  and  put  in  supporters  of 
his  Administration.  When  the  country  rocked 
in  the  throes  of  an  earthquake,*  when  the  land 
was  rent  with  a  convulsion  the  greatest  man 
has  known,  when  politicians,  factionists,  and 
malcontents  deserted  and  reviled  him,  when 
a  pitiless  storm  of  rancor  pelted  on  his  head. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  with  sublime  fortitude  ana 
patience,  did  all  things,  and  then  stood.  A 
martyr  to  traducers  and  meddlers  in  his  life,  a 
martyr  to  assassins  in  his  death,  he  did  not 
fall,  till  he  had  sought  and  received  in  a  re- 
election, the  benedictions  of  the  American  peo* 
Ele.  Death  cut  short  Lincoln's  service  and 
lasted  the  nation' s  hopes ;  death,  stronger  than 
resolutions  or  constitutional  amendments,  may 
blast  the  hopes  of  the  nation  now.  But  death 
is  the  only  archer  whose  bow  will  do  the  work. 
Critics,  and  opponents,  and  men  with  personal 

Sievances,  cannot  do  it.  Flaws  and  foibles 
ev  may  find,  but  the  heart  and  the  judgment 
of  the  nation  are  with  the  unyielding  soldier  who 
made  war  victorious,  and  the  quiet  man  who 
makes  peace  safe  for  all;  and  his  name, and 
his  transcendent  deeds,  will  live  in  grateful 
memory,  when  those  who  would  blast  his  fame 
have  moldered  in  forgotten  graves,  and  when 
their  epitaphs  have  vanished  utterly. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not 
undertake  at  this  time  to  (pUow  the  Senator  in 
his  elaborate  speech,  nor  at  any  time  shall  I 
make  any  reply  to  the  insinuations  and  inuen* 
does  which  he  has  so  freely  strewn  in  his  path. 
I  leave  him,  sir,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  what 
he  has  done. 

In  introducing  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment now  before  the  Senate,  I  have  discharged 
a  conscientious  duty  as  a  Senator.  Taking 
counsel  of  experience,  and  followinff  the  testi- 
mony of  the  best  men  of  our  Republic,  I  felt 
constrained  to  invite  the  Senate  to  consider 
this  <}ue8tion.  I  say,  sir,  taking  counsel  of 
experience ;  and  does  not  experience  confirm 
the  conclusion  at  which  I  have  arrived  ?  Is  it 
not  sustained  by  the  best  atithorities  ?  Who 
in  our  history  has  arrayed  himself  on  the  side 
which  the  Senator  from  New  York  to- day  rep- 
resents ?  What  eminent  statesman  has  placed 
himselfagainst  Andrew  Jackson,  Henry  Clay, 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  Bex^amin  F. 
Wade?  Who  is  he?  I  know  him  not.  Do 
yon  know  him,  sir? 

The  Senator  from  New  York  opposes  those 
illnstrious  characters.  But  he  mistakes  the 
whole  foundation  of  tbe  argument  for  one  term. 
The  precise  object  is  to  guard  against  tempta- 
tion, to  see  (hat  the  President  has  not  a  power 
which  may  be  used  injuriously.  The  Senator 
says,  let  him  be  tempted.  Nay,  if  I  under* 
stood  him,  he  goes  further,  and  argues  that  tbe 
people  shall  not  be  restrained  in  the  choice  of 
their  Chief  Magistrate.  They  must  be  free  to 
choose  as  they  please,  and  no  matter  what 
influence  may  prevail.  He  declaims  against 
restrictions  upon  the  people.  Sir,  such  decla- 
mation is  an  assault  on  constitutional  liberty. 
It  is  through  restrictions  on  the  people,  as- 
sured by  constitutional  law,  that  liberty  is 
maintained.  What  is  the  great  object  of 
civilized  government  but  liberty  regulated  by 
law,  liberty  under  the  safe-guard  of  a  consti- 
tution? The  Senator^ 8  speech  would  over- 
throw Constitution  and  overthrow  law  where 
it  was  a  restaint  upon  the  people.  Can  such  an 
attempt  find  sanction  ?  Is  it  not  on  its  face  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  republican  institutions? 

Why,  sir,  one  definition  of  a  republic  is  a 
government  regulated  by  law  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  a  government  not  of  men,  but  of  law. 
Tbe  Senator  would  make  it  a  government  of 
men.  Sir,  I  know  no  better  way  to  indicate 
the  progress  of  civilization  than  by  showing 
you  men  gradually  coming  within  the  sphere 
of  law.  At  first  there  is  little  law,  but  the  ex- 
ecutive power  is  large ;  as  civilization  increases 
executive  power  is  diminished  and  the  sphere 
of  law  extended. 

Now,  sir,  my  humble  object  is  to  bring  the 
executive  power  within  the  sphere  of  consUta- 


tiomil  law^  to  the  end  that  it  shaU  not  fiedl  under 
a  temptation  which  all  experience  shows  to  be 
most  pernicious.  In  the  resolution  I  have  bad 
the  honor  of  offering  there  is  a  preamble,  which 
is  a  summary  of  the  ground  on  which  I  plaee 
the  one  term  principle.     It  is  as  follows: 

Whereas  all  these  concurring  voices,  where  patri- 
otism, experience,  and  reason  near  test! mooy,  have 
additional  value  at  a  moment  when  tbe  country  it 
looking  anxiously  to  a  reform  of  tho  civil  servioe, 
for  the  plain  reason  that  the  peril  from  tho  Chief 
Magistrate,  so  long  as  he  is  exposed  to  temptation, 
surpasses  that  from  any  other  Quarter,  and  thus  the 
first  staf  e  in  this  much-desired  reform  is  the  one- 
term  |>nnciple.  to  the  end  that  the  President,  who 
exercises  the  appointing  power,  reaching  into  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  noldiug  in  sul>orainatioa  a 
multitudinous  army  of  office-holders,  shall  be  abso- 
lutely without  motive  or  inducement  to  employ  it 
for  any  other  purpose  than  ihe  public  good :  and 

Whereas  the  character  of  republican  institntioas 
requires  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  shall  be  above 
all  suspicion  of  using  the  machinery  of  which  he  is 
tbe  official  head  to  promote  his  own  personal  aias: 
Therefore. 

Rfolvtdt  Sfe, 

Sir,  has  this  simple  statement  been  an- 
swered ?  Can  it  be  answered  ?  Is  it  not  sus- 
tained by  our  history?  I  shall  not,  on  this 
occasion,  give  an^  words  of  my  own,  bnt  of 
another  who,  I  think,  will  bean  authority  with 
m  ost  Senators.  One  of  our  late  associateB  in 
this  Chamber,  my  own  companion  here  for 
eighteen  years,  Mr.  Wade,  in  a  speech  made 
December  6,  1866,  answered  in  advance  the 
whole  elaborate  oration  to  which  wo  have 
listened  to-day.  . 
"  Nobody"- 

Says  Mr.  Wade— 

"  can  fail  to  see  that,  in  the  vast  and  growing  patron- 
age and  power  of  the  presidential  offloe.  there  are 
temptations  to  the  iacumbent.  all  the  time  weighing 
upon  bis  miod  like  gravity,  to  wield  the  concen- 
trated powers  of  tbe  Qovemment  In  snch  a  way  u 
he  believes  will  conduce  to  his  reelection.  I  believe 
every  one  who  has  watched  with  vigilance  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  Government  during  ail  its  periodi 
will  admit  that  this  has  been  so." 

Mark,  if  you  please,  thepreciseneasand  pos* 
itiveness  of  the  language : 

*'  I  believe  every  one  who  has  watched  with  vifll- 
ance  tbe  administration  of  our  Government  during 
all  its  periods  will  admit  that  this  has  been  so." 

Sir,  this  is  not  my  language.  He  then 
proceeds : 

**  I  do  not  wish  now  invidiously  to  point  ont  the 
peculiar  action  of  any  |>articular  Administratioo. 
but  any  one  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  human 
miod,  and  the  motives  which  govern  it,  knows  that 
it  is  not  safe  to  leave  iu  the  hands  of  any  man  such 
temptations  as  arise  from  the  fact  that  he  can  use 
these  vast  powers  to  promote  his  own  ambition." 

Ay,  sir,  '^  to  promote  his  own  ambition." 
There  is  the  peril.  Has  tbe  Senator  shown 
that  tbe  peril  does  not  exist?  Then,  again, 
Mr.  Wade  proceeds : 

"  I  believe,  in  tbe  progress  of  this  nation  from  one 
Administration  to  another,  that  this  idea,  which 
shrewd  stutesmen  saw  early,  has  been  growing.  tiU 
now  overvbody  seems  to  understand  that  there  is  an 
evil  which  needs  correction." 

There  it  is,  sir,  '*an  evil  which  needs  cor- 
rection." 

"Without  going  into  the  argument,  merely  sug- 
gesting tbe  great  importance  of  tho  measure.  I  simply 
say  tbat  ail  parties  for  several  years  seem  to  bave 
been  of  the  opinion  that  this  defect  should  be  reme- 
died." •  •  •  •  "Such  has  been  the 
coDditlon  of  parties  generally  in  this  Government, 
that  it  was  almost  a  hopeless  task  to  ingraft  this 
amendment  upon  the  Constitution.  There  now  is  an 
opportunity,  and  I  believe  every  man  is  sensible  that 
tbe  correction  ought  to  be  promptly  applied." 

I  ask,  sir,  if  those  few  words  of  that  excel- 
lent statesman  and  honored  Senator  are  not  in 
themselves  an  absolute  answer  to  all  tbat  haa 
fallen  from  the  Senator  from  New  York,  so  Ux 
as  it  was  an  assault  upon  the  one-term  prin* 
ciple?  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  case  for  tJie 
present  on  this  simple  statement. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  undersUnd  that  this  4}ne8- 
tion  will  now  go  over  until  some  other  time, 
and  I  desire  to  move  a  recommitment  of  a  bilL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  postponing 
it  until  to-morrow  it  will  return  to  its  place  on 
the  Calendar.  Tbe  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Wilsok]  moves  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  joint  resolution 
until  to-morrow,  the  effect  of  which  will  be 
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Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  my  colleagae  will 
also  tell  where  these  islands  are. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Uead  first  sections  one  and 
two  from  the  law  of  1865. 

Tiio  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

**1.  When  anyoitisenoroitiiens  of  the  United  States 
may  have  discovered  or  shall  bereafter  discover  a 
deposit  of  flruano  on  any  island,  rock,  or  key  not 
within  the  lawful  jari?diotion  of  any  other  (Jovern- 
meut,  and  not  occupied  by  the  citizens  of  any  other 
QovcrDmont,  and  shall  take  peaceable  possession 
thereof  and  occupy  the  same,  said  island,  rock,  or 
key  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  considered  as  appertaining  to  the 
united  States:  Provided,  howtver.  That  notice  be 
given  by  such  discoverer  or  discoverers  as  soon  as 

Sracticable  to  the  State  Department  of  the  United 
tates  of  such  discovery,  occupation,  and  possession, 
verified  by  affidavit,  describing  such  island,  rock,  or 
key.  and  the  latitude  and  longitude  thereof,  as  near 
311  mny  be.  and  showing  that  such  possession  was 
taken  in  the  name  of  tne  United  States,  and  that 
satiiifictory  evidence  be  furnished  to  the  State  De- 
partment that  such  island,  rock,  or  key  was  not^  at 
the  time  of  the  discovery  thereof^  or  of  the  taking 

gossession  and  occupation  thereof  by  the  claimants, 
I  the  possession  or  occupation  of  any  other  Govern- 
ment or  of  the  citizens  of  any  other  Government. 

"2.  The  said  discoverer  or  discoverers,  or  his,  or 
their  assigns,  beingcitixens  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  allowed,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  the  exclusive 
right  of  occupying  said  island,  rocks  or  keys^  for  ttie 
purpose  of  obtaining  said  guano,  and  of  selling  and 
delivering  the  same  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  beiug  used  therein,  and  may  be 
allowed  to  charge  and  receive  for  every  ton  thereof 
delivered  alongside  a  vessel  in  proper  tubs,  within 
reach  of  ship's  tackle,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight 
dollars  per  ton  for  the  best  quality,  or  four  dol  lars  per 
t^m  in  its  native  place  of  deposit :  Provided,  however^ 
That  no  guano  shall  t>e  taken  from  said  island,  rock, 
or  key  except  for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  persons  resident  therein  as  aforesaid: 
And  provided  aUo,  That  said  discoverer  or  discov- 
erers, or  his,  or  their  assigns,  shall  first  enter  into 
bonds,  with  such  penalties  or  securities  as  may  be  re- 
<;(ttirod  by  the  President,  to  deliver  the  said  guano  to 
Citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  uf  being 
nsed  therein,  and  to  none  others,  and  at  the  price 
aforesaid,  and  to  provide  all  necessary  facilities  for 
that  purpose,  within  a  time  to  be  fixed  in  raid  bond. 
And  any  breach  of  the  provisions  thereof  shall  be 
taken  and  deemed  a  forfeiture  of  all  righs  accruing 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act." 

Mr.  BANKS.     I  now  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 

the  law  of  1866. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

'*1.  So  much  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  authorize 
protection  to  be  given  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
Trbo  may  discover  deposits  of  guano/  approved  Au- 
gust 14. 1850.  as  prohibits  the  export  thereof,  is  hereby 
suspended  in  relation  to  all  persons  who  have  com- 
plied with  the  provisions  of  section  second  of  said 
act.  for  five  years  from  and  after  the  Uth  day  of  July, 
1867."  • 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  has  carefully  considered  this 
question.  I  wish  the  House  to  understand  that 
the  bill  which  is  proposed  makes  no  change  in 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject, 
except  so  far  as  to  include  the  widow,  heirs, 
admintstratorsi  and  executors  in  the  privileges 
of  a  deceased  discoverer,  wliatever  they  may 
have  been.  We  do  not  change  the  existing 
law,  except  to  allow  the  widow,  the  heirs,  the 
administi'ator,  or  executor  the  same  privileges 
under  the  law  which  the  discoverer  or  bis  as- 
signs might  have  had.  We  propose  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  prohibition  in  the  law  of  1866  for  ten 
years  from  18G7,  instead  of  hve  years,  on  the 
ground  that  the  five  ;fears  had  already  elapsed; 
because,  otherwise,  if  we  gave  to  the  heirs  in 
this  case  the  privileges  which  the  discoverer  or 
his  assigns  would  have,  they  would  still  have  no 
benefit  from  the  suspension  of  the  prohibition. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Dawes]  has  asked  me 
where  the  islands  in  question  are.  As  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  have  had  this 
matter  under  consideration  this  morning,  we 
are  able  to  answer  that  question.  They  are 
in  the  Pacific  ocean.  [Laughter.]  The  lati- 
tude and  lonsitude  are  defined  in  the  records 
of  the  State  Department.  We  have  not  had 
time  to  send  for  these  records,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  give  the  precise  location.  The  two 
principal  islands  are  Johnson's  island  and 
Ayress  islands ;  and  the  latitude  and  longitude 
of  all  of  them  are  given. 

Mr.  COMOEH.  The  gentleman  states  that 
these  islands  are  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  Are 
they  there  or  thereabout?     [Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  BANKS.    They  are  theie  according  to 


the  information  givep  to  ua.  The  pro^sioil 
of  the  bill  is  a  general  one.  It  does  not  refer 
to  these  islands  in  particular,  or  these  claim* 
ants  in  particular.  It  is  simply  an  admission 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  deceased  dis- 
coverer to  the  privileges  he  would  have  had 
with  regard  to  tne  islands  he  had  discovered, 
whatever  those  privileges  may  be.  Now,  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  conceive  of  any  right  which 
should  belong  to  a  discoverer  or  his  assigns 
which  should  not  belong  to  his  widow  and  his 
heirs,  in  case  of  the  decease  of  the  discoverer, 
where  no  assignment  has  been  made.  It  is  this 
simple  and  single  question  that  we  report  to 
the  House,  and  I  hope  the  House  wi  1  accord 
its  assent  to  a  measure  of  simple  justice. 

My  friend  from  California  [Mr.  Sarqcnt] 
desires  to  make  a  statement,  and  I  yield  to  him 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  This  claim  was  before  the 
last  Congress.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  a  laborious  investi- 
gation of  the  whole  matter  was  undertaken  by 
that  committee.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
committee  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
claim.  Among  other  things  shown  was  this : 
that  the  husband  of  the  claimant  during  his 
lifetime  had  sold  for  a  valuable  consideration 
all  his  interest  in  these  islands  to  a  guano  com- 
pany, which  ever  since  has  been  in  possession 
of  them  and  working  thein,  and  which  has 
invested  a  large  amount  of  money  there  in 
carryingon  the  businessofremoving  the  guano. 
It  did  not  appear  to  the  committee  that,  not- 
withstanding the  sale  made  by  her  husband 
during  his  lifetime,  she  ought  to  come  in  and 
be  his  heir  in  those  islands.  In  other  words, 
they  did  not  see  that  she  had  any  rights  there 
whatever.  And  now  this  proposition  comes 
up  that  the  widows  of  the  discoverers  of  guano 
islands  shall  have  the  same  rights  which  their 
husbands,  who  discovered  the  islands,  had  in 
them. 

I  would  like  to  make  one  additional  remark 
as  to  the  right  of  this  guano  company.  The 
whole  question  was  examined  before  the  State 
Department,  and  the  evidence  taken  for  and 
Against  the  claim,  and  also  with  regard  to  the 
claim  of  the  guano  company.  The  result  was, 
that,  by  proclamation  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, the  rights  of  the  company  were  fully 
recognized,  and  they  were  confirmed,  under 
seal  of  the  United  States,  in  their  possessory 
rights.  As  to  the  claimant,  the  committee,  as 
I  have  said,  failed  to  see  that  she  had  any  claim 
to  theSe  islands. 

This  bill  seems  to  have  been  brought  for- 
ward and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affiairs  for  the  purpose  of  extending  to  the 
widow  the  rights  her  husband  had  as  the  dis- 
coverer of  a  guano  island.  1  do  not  object  to 
the  general  principle  that  the  widow  should 
inherit  from  the  husband,  but  I  think  it  well 
that  this  statement  should  be  made  to  the 
House  in  order  that  it  ma^  not  be  concluded, 
if  the  House  passes  the  bill,  that  they  thereby 
sanction  a  claim  which  has  been  6nce  passed 
on  and  rejected  by  the  State  Department  A 
company  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of 
these  islands  for  years  past  and  before  the 
death  of  this  man,  and  they  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed  by  the  effect  of  this  legislation.  I 
think  myself,  that,  comlDg  from  the  source 
which  it  does,  confessedly  at  the  instigation  of 
Mrs.  Parker,  it  is  better  that  the  bul  should 
not  pass,  but  if  it  does  pass,  it  ought  not  to  do 
so  without  such  a  statement  as  1  have  made. 

Mr.  BANKS.  There  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  to  give  any  claimant, 
under  the  bill  reported,  rignts  which  belong  to 
another  person,  if  there  was  any  assij^nment 
in  any  case  it  comes  under  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  and  the  rights  of  the  widow,  or  heirs, 
or  executors,  or  aoministrator,  would  be  sec 
ondary  to  that  a!^8ignment.  I  do  not  conceive 
that  there  could  be  any  objection  made  to  an 
amendment  that  should  recognize  the  right  of 
an  assignee  in  such  a  case  ;  but  inasmuch  as  it  is 
a  bill  of  general  legislation,  theru  is  no  neces- 


sity for  snch  a  provision  as  that  ai  all,  because 
the  law  gives  tne  right  first  to  the  discoverer, 
and  then  to  the  assignee;  but  if  the  discoverer 
shall  have  deceased,  and  there  shall  be  no  as- 
signee, then  it  passes  to  the  widow,  or  heirs,  or 
executors,  or  administrators.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  objections  interposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  California  do  not  apply  to  this 
case.  I  should  be  willing,  bowevcr,  to  accept 
an  amendment  that  should  effect  the  purpose 
he  desires,  although  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary, because  there  is  no  intention  to  give, 
nor  are  there  any  words  in  the  bill  reported 
by  the  committee  which  give  to  the  widow  or 
heirs  any  rights  which  could  be  claimed  by  ao 
assignee. 

The  only  question  for  the  House  to  determ- 
ine is  whether  the  discoverer  having  deceased 
without  an  assignee,  his  widow  and  heirs  shall 
take  the  rights  which  he  had  himself;  and  it* 
strikes  me  there  can  be  no  possible  objection 
to  that, 

I  will  now  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sheliji3ARGErJ  for  a  question. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  wish  to  make 
a  statement,  not  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Very  well ;  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  This  matUr  has 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Commerce  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Parker, 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  California. 
My  object  in  rising  is  simply  to  make  a  cor- 
rection of  what  I  understand  to  be  a  misap- 
prehension on  the  part  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers around  me.  It  is  not  attcm  pted  by  this  bill 
to  legislate  anybody  out  of  or  into  any  rights 
whatever,  exxjepting  this  only :  that  ii,  by  the 
law  of  1856,  a  oiscoverer  dying,  his  family  and 
estate  would  lose  the  rights  which  attached  by 
virtue  of  discovery,  then  thi^  law  is  simply  to 
cure  that  defect  of  the  law  of  1856,  and  to  let 
the  estate  pass  to  those  who  would  be  the  heirs 
according  to  the  law  of  the  place  of  residence 
of  the  discoverer.  For  instance,  if  the  dis- 
coverer be  a  citizen  of  New  York,  then  the 
law  will  simply  give  whatever  rights  would 
have  descended  hud  the  party  been  fully 
invested  with  his  rights  of  discovery  before 
his  death  to  those  ^o  would  have  them  by 
the  laws  of  New  York.  It  has  no  other  effecL 
It  does  not  affect  Mrs.  Parker^s  case,  or  the 
case  of  anybody  else,  excepting  to  the  effect  I 
have  stated. 

Mr.  BANKS.  That  was  the  undorstanding 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

I  now  yield  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Pottbr.] 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  desire  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
first  section : 

Nothing  in  this  act  shall  impair  or  affect  the  risbt 
of  any  actignce  of  a  discoverer,  nor  revive  ngati 
which  have  already  been  passed  upon  and  determ- 
ined by  the  Qovernment; 

Mr.  Speaker,  m  the  last  Congress  there  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  of 
which  I  was  a  member,  a  bill  which  had  passed 
the  Senate  for  tho  relief  of  Mrs.  Harriet  E. 
Parker,  in  respect  of  certain  guano  inlands  in 
the  Pacific.  That  bill  was  referred  by  the 
committee  to  me,  and  I  made  a  report  upon  it 
which  was  printed,  and  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand.  If  this  bill  is  intended  to  restore  the 
rights  of  that  lady,  as  I  understand  from  the 
gentleman  from  California  that  it  is — and  I  be- 
lieve there  has  been  no  new  discovery  of  guano 
of  late  years  calling  for  congressional  action, 
so  that  I  am  unable  to  understand  for  what 
other  purpose  than  to  aid  this  claim  of  Mrs. 
Parker  this  bill  should  be  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs — if,  I  say,  this 
bill  is  intended  to  aid  the  rights  of  that  lady, 
then  I  beg  the  House  to  listen  to  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  facts  in  her  case. 

Her  husband  claimed,  while  making  a  voy- 
age, to  have  discovered  certain  guano  islands 
in  the  Pacific  ocean,  but  having  afterward 
learned  that  Congress  gave  preemption  or  val* 
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ciselr  the  same  eoDdilion  with  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs ;  and  while  all  of  them,  I 
have  no  doubt,  had  business  to  report  for  the 
action  of  the  House,  they  were  under  the  im- 
pression they  would  not  be  reached  during  this 
mornio|^  hour.  I  know  that  such  was  the 
impression,  and  that  many  of  the  committees 
were  not  prepared  to  make  reports  this  morn- 
ing, because  it  was  generally  believed  the  com- 
mittee where  the  call  rested  would  take  up  the 
entire  morning  hour  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  make  a 
suggestion,  which  of  coarse  requires  unani- 
mous consent,  and  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  wiO probably 
object,  as  it  will  take  the  call  of  committees 
away  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
The  Chair,  however,  will  suggest  that,  by 
unanimous  consentt  on  next  Tuesday  the  call 
of  committees  shall  begin  at  the  beginning. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  think  that  would 
be  right.  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
.  now  has  the  floor  in  the  morning  hour,  and  I 
do  not  wish  any  course  to  be  taken  which  will 
result  in  our  losing  our  present  opportunity. 
We  have  the  floor  this  morning  because  we 
were  the  only  committee  ready  to  report,  and 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  have  our  privilege 
taken  away  from  us. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  wish 
to  make  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Revision  of  the  Laws. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Most  of  the  com- 
mittees called  this  morning  were  in  precisely 
the  same  condition  as  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs.  The  Committee  on -Foreign 
Affairs,  the  gentleman  admits,  is  not  reaay 
to  go  on  with  its  business,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  they  should  have  a  privilege  which  is  not 
accorded  to  other  committees  of  this  House. 

The  SPE  A  KER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness being  called  for,  the  Chair  must  put  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  hope  before  the  question  is 
taken  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  that  I  may  be 
permitted  to  introduce  a  resolution  in  reference 
to  a  contested- election  case. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness having  been  called  for,  the  Chair  cannot 
entertain  any  motion. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
72,  noes  70. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays, 
if  it  be  necessary. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  question  will  be  taken  by  tellers. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Doesthe  time  occu- 
pied in  voting  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  come 
ont  of  the  morning  hour  allotted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  notknow 
any  time,  except  when  the  House  is  acting 
under  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  when  a 
motion  to  adjourn  would  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  Chair  does  not 
correcilv  apprehend  my  question.  I  wish  to 
know  wnether  the  time  consumed  in  voting  on 
the  motion  to  acyoum  comes  out  of  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  necessarily  comes  out 
of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  So,  then,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  gains  nothing  oy  his 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  If  the  morning  hour  this 
morning  be  taken  up  with  motions  to  adjourn, 
and  the  morning  hour  to-morrow  be  also  taken 
Uf>  with  motions  to  adjourn,  would  not  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  be  then  compelled, 
under  the  rule,  to  give  way  to  the  next  com- 
mittee on  the  call  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  would. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  So  that  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  would  not  only  lose  the  morn- 
ing hour  this  morning,  but  also  the  morning 
hour  to-roorrow,  by  these  motions  to  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  would. 


Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  That  being  so,  then 
we  can  return  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  this  morning  in 
kind? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  morning  hour  to- 
day as  well  as  the  morning  hour  to-morrow  be 
consumed  in  motions  to  adjourn,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  would  los^  its  privilege. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  What  is  sauce  for 
the  goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  If  the  motion  to  adjourn 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
should  prevail  and  the  House  adjourn,  would 
not  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  enti- 
tled to  the  morning  hour  to-morrow? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  would. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  think  that  a  commit* 
tee  should  be  instructed  in  its  duty  in  this  way. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  have  no  doubt  the  House 
will  vield  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
another  opportunity  to  report,  rather  than 
have  the  whole  time  this  morning  consumed 
in  a  motion  to  adjourn. '  It  does  seem  to  me 
unreasonable  to  take  up  the  time  with  motions 
to  adjourn  when  there  are  other  committees  to 
report. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already 
suggested  that,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
morning  hour  this  morning  be  considered  as 
closed,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
will  then  have  the  next  morning  hour.  If  that 
suggestion  be  adopted,  the  next  business  will 
be  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary coming  over  from  before  the  recess,  and 
also  concurrent  resolutions  coming  from  the 
Senate  in  reference  to  the  presentation  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  of  a  statue  from  that 
State  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  am  willing  to  adopt  that 
sug gestiun  of  the  Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection, and  the  morning  hour  will  now  be 
considered  as  closed,  and  the  Committee  on 
Foreij^  Affairs  will  be  entitled  to  the  next 
mommg  hour,  which  will  be  on  Tuesday  next. 

SUPRBMB  OOURT  APPBLLATB  JURtSDICTION. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  ask  unanimous  consent  for  the  Committee 
on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  to  report  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  891)  to  further  regulate  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  to  pre- 
vent delays  therein,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
printed  and  recommitted. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  hf  which  the  bill  is  recommitted,  and  also 
move  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Is  not  this  reconsideration 
provided  for  in  the  amendment  of  the  rule 
which  was  adopted  this  morning  7 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not.  The  rule 
adopted  this  morning  has  reference  simply  to 
bills  that  are  introduced  here  by  members  on 
the  floor  and  referred  by  unanimous  consent. 
It  does  not  relate  to  bills  reported  from  com- 
mittees and  recommitted,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Chair,  it  might  embarrass  the  House  if 
it  did  so  attach,  because  at  times  it  may  be 
useful  to  make  use  of  this  privilege ;  but,  at 
the  same  time  it  is  one,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Chair,  which  well  deserves  watching. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  This  is 
a  very  important  bill,  and  one  that  ought  to  be 
passed  without  much  delay.  I  would  like, 
unless  there  is  some  objection,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  would  like, 
to  be  able  to  get  it  up  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  You  can  get  it  up  when 
yonr  committee  is  called. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusette.  Our  com- 
mittee may  not  be  called  for  weeks,  and  it  is 
necessary  that  this  bill  should  be  passed 
speedily. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  believe  it  will  not  suffer 
by  waiting. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

ld&.  RANDALL.    No,  sir. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  insist  on  the  legaltr 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
from  Pennsvlvania  insist  on  his  motion? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  not  indicated  any 
other  purpose. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Rak- 
dall's  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  was  recommitted  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

8TATDB  or  ROOBB  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.    I  move  that  the  Eo\m 
proceed  to  business  on  the  Speaker's  table 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  business  on  the  Speaker's  tabU 
was  the  following  concurrent  resolutions  from 
the  Senate : 

In  TBI  SiMATB  OV  TBK  UnrTSD  StaTIB, 

/aiiiMiry9,1872. 

Rfolvtd  by  the  SenaU,  (the  House  of  Bepreeentt- 
tivee  coooarring,)  That  the  thanks  of  Googreif  be 
preeeoted  to  the  Oovemor,  and  through  him  to  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  ProridesM 
Plantations,  for  the  statue  of  Roger  Williams,  wbose 
name  is  so  honorably  identified  with  our  oolonial 
history. 

Betolved,  That  this  work  of  art  is  accepted  in  tb« 
name  of  the  nation  and  assigned  a  place  in  the  old 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentatires,  alreidywt 
aside  by  act  of  Congress  for  statues  of  eminent  oiti- 
sens,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  ligned  bj 
the  Presiden  t  of  the  Senate  and  the  S|»eaker  of  tbe 
House  of  R  eof esentatives,  be  transmitted  to  tbe 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  ProTi- 
denoe  Plantations. 

Attest :  GEORGB  C.  GORHAM. 

Mr.  E  AMES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  indal- 
fence  of  the  House  while  I  speak  of  Roxer 
Williams  and  his  claim  as  the  representatire 
of  that  principle  in  the  science  of  politics 
which  secures  the  right  of  private  judgment  in 
matters  of  religious  faith  and  practice. 

The  duties  of  the  present  press  so  hard  upon 
us,  that  we  find  but  little  time  to  reflect  upon 
the  past  or  to  think  of  the  future.  Passing 
events  make  their  impression  on  the  memorjr, 
but  this  impressioui  as  the  present  impercppti* 
bly  glides  into  the  past,  graduidly  becomes  less 
distinct,  until  at  last  it  fades  almost  entirtly 
away.  And  yet  as  a  people  we  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge our  obligations  to  the  past,  and  our 
duty  to  preserve  fresh  in  memory,  as  an  inspira- 
tion in  the  present  and  for  the  future,  ihe great 
events  which  stand  as  time-marks  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  We  record  these  events  upon 
the  page  of  history,  and  in  the  biographies  of 
those  who  were  identified  with  them.  We  give 
visible  erpression  to  them  upon  the  gloving 
canvas,  and  in  statues  of  bronze  and  marble, 
in  the  stately  shait  and  the  memorial  monu- 
ment. 

Every  nation  justly  cherishes  with  peculiar 
pride  the  names  of  those  whose  acts  have 
marked  the  great  epochs  of  its  history.  And 
in  this  respect  the  people  of  a  free  Government 
especially  ought  to  guard  and  preserve  with 
jealous  care  the,  memory  of  those  who  hafe 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  advanciogthegloiy 
and  fame  of  the  Republic. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Stotes,  not  un- 
mindful of  this  obligation,  imposed  alike  by 
patriotism  and  gratitude,  has  set  apart  tbe  old 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
statues  of  citizens  of  the  States,  illustrious  for 
their  historic  renown  or  distinguished  for  citnc 
or  military  service.  And  no  country,  either  id 
ancient  or  modem  times,  has  among  its  names, 
made  illustrious  in  the  arts  of  peace  or  wsft 
better  material  with  which  to  mark  its  pro- 
gress, or  to  illustrate  by  its  representative  men 
its  history,  than  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  Americsu 

The  statue  of  Washington,  already  occupying 
the  central  position  in  the  old  Hall,  suggests 
at  a  glance  the  principal  events  of  that  period 
in  the  history  of  the  country  when  tbe  colonies 
became  **  free  and  independent  States."  The 
statue  of  Hamilton  recalls  the  history  of  th»t 
period  when  these  States,  weak  and  powerless 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  becaroe 
strong  and  united  under  the  Consiitotioa.  An<l 
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in  a  civil  gorernment  the  priuciple  which  was 
the  occasion  of  his  exile.  He  snpposed  he 
had  foond  this  shelter  when,  by  the  friendly  aid 
of  the  Indian  sachem  Massasoit,  in  the  early 
spring  of  1636,  as  he  says,  **he  first  pitched 
and  began  to  build  and  plant''  on  tne  east 
bank  o7  the  Seekonk.  Bat  Qovemor  Wins* 
low  informed  him  that  '*he  was  within  the 
edge  of  the  bounds  of  Plymouth,' '  and  advised 
him  to  remove  to  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
which  was  without  the  limits  of  any  English 
patent,  and  where  he  would  be  as  free  as  them- 
selves. Williams  immediately  complied,  and 
embarked  with  his  companions  in  his  canoe, 
and  gliding  down  the  Seekonk,  touched  at 
State  Hock,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and 
receiving,  as  tradition  says,  from  the  Indians 
the  welcome  of  *'  What  cheer,  netop?''  passed 
around  the  headlands  and  entered  the  beau- 
tiful  waters  of  the  Moosbasuck  and  landed  at 
a  spring  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

Here,  in  an  unbroken  forest  inhabited  by  one 
of  the  most  warlike  tribes  of  the  Indians,  whose 
confidence  bad  been  gained  b^  his  noble  acts 
of  kindness  in  their  behalf  while  in  Plymouth, 
with  the  sublime  faiih  ot  an  enthusiast  in  the 
principle  which  he  had  asserted,  this  heroic 
man,  with  bis  companions,  commenced-  the 
first  settlement  in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
which,  in  gratitude  to  the  *^  Father  of  Lights 
and -Mercies,"  who  had  directed  his  steps  and 
watched  over  him  in  his  distress  and  wander- 
ings, he  called  Providence. 

"Ob,  call  it  holy  ffroand. 

The  toil  where  first  they  trod : 
Tbey  have  left  unstained  what  they  then  fonnd— 
Freedom  to  worship  God." 

This  settlement  had  its  origin  in  religious 
persecution.  Its  purpose  was  to  establish 
religious  freedom.  Recognizing  the  rights  of 
the  natives  '*as  God's  tenants  of  the  soil," 
Williams  bad  acquired  from  Canonicus  and 
Miantonomi,  chief  sachems  of  the  Narragan- 
setts,  in  consideration  of  ^*  his  many  kind- 
nesses and  services"  to  them,  a  title  to  the 
lands  upon  the  Moosbasuck  and  Wornasqua- 
tucket,  and  from  these  rivers  to  the  Pawtuxet. 
With  a  generosity  worthy  of  his  noble  nature, 
he  shared  this  princely  domain  with  the  compan- 
ions of  his  pilgrimage,  and  other  kindred  spirits 
who  had  sought  refuge  there,  reserving  to  iiim- 
self '^not  one  foot  of  land,  nor  one  tittle  of  polit- 
ical power"  more  than  he  freely  granted  to  them. 

And  then  in  the  second  year  of  the  plant- 
ation this  little  band  of  pioneers,  outcasts 
from  civilized  society,  and  unprotected  by  any 
English  patent,  but  equal  in  their  political 
rights,  and  as  owners  of  the  soil  by  title  from 
the  natives,  entered  into  a  compact  for  the 
administration  of  their  civil  affairs  which  will 
be  memorable  for  the  change  which  it  initiated 
.in  the  civil  polity  of  the  world  so  long  as  the 
love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  shall  find  an 
abiding  place  in  the  heart  of  an  American 
freeman.     That  compact  is  in  these  words : 

"We  whose  names  are  here  UDderwrittea,  being 
desiroQs  to  inhabit  in  tb«  town  of  Providence,  do 
promise  to  submit  ourselves,  in  active  or  passive 
obedience,  to  all  such  orders  or  agreements  as  shall 
be  made  for  public  good  of  the  body,  in  an  orderly 
way,  by  the  major  consent  of  the  present  inhab- 
itants, masters  of  families,  incorporated  together 
into  a  township,  and  such  others  whom  they  tliail 
admit  into  the  same,  only  in  civil thingt.'* 

This  simple  instrument  briefly  but  clearly 
expresses  the  great  principles  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty  upon  which  all  free  Governments 
rest.  The  will  of  the  majority  ascertained  in 
an  orderly  way  is  binding  upon  all,  and  when 
so  ascertained  must  be  submitted  to  by  all  in 
active  or  passive  obedience,  alike  in  doing 
what  it  requires  and  yielding  to  what  it  im- 
poses for  the  public  good,  but  onlff  in  civil 
things.  It  confers  no  power  except  in  relation 
to  civil  affairs,  and  by  this  limitation  denies 
any  control  over  religious  opinions.    The  com- 

ftact  entered  into  in  the  cabin  of  the  Mayflower, 
ike  this,  was  a  pure  democracy ;  but  this,  un- 
like that  or  any  other  form  of  civil  govern- 
ment then  existing,  by  the  limitation  which  it 
imposed,  secures  to  all  the  freedom  of  the  soul. 


It  confers  full  authority  to  regulate  the  duties 
of  men  in  their  civil  relations  to  each  other, 
but  denies  any  right  to  control  the  conscience 
or  to  question  its  dictates.  It  tersely  ex- 
presses Roger  Williams* s  great  idea  of  soul  lib- 
erty, and  unites  with  it  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple upon  which  civil  liberty  rests.  It  is  the 
first  compact  of  civil  government  which  recog 
irizes  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
for  which  he  contended.  It  initiated  an  entire 
change  in  the  existing  forms  of  civil  gov- 
ernment, and  is  the  first  civil  government 
*^  since  Christianity  ascended  the  throne  of  the 
Caesars,"  which  separated  absolutely  the  church 
from  the  State  ana  leftthe  individual  responsi- 
ble alone  to  his  God  for  his  religious  faith  and 
.  practice. 

It  was  a  light  in  the  wildern«>s8,  sending 
forth  its  feeble  rays  and  faintly  penetrating 
the  darkness  of  intolerance  with  which  it  was 
surrounded;  but  it  served  '*as  a  lump  to  the 
feet  and  a  guide  to  the  path  "  of  the  little  band 
of  fugitives  who  commented  the  first  settlement 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island. 

*'  This  simple  instrament''— 

says  Professor  Enowlesin  his  Memoir  of  Roger 

Williams — 

"which  combines  the  principles  of  a  pure  democ- 
racy and  of  anrestricted  relii:ioas  liberty,  was  the 
basis  of  the  first  government  in.Providence.  It  was 
nndoabtedly  drawn  up  by  Roger  Williams.  It  bears 
the  impress  of  his  character,  and  it  was  the  germ  of 
those  free  institutions  under  which  Rhode  IslMid 
has  flourished  till  the  present  day." 

It  was  under  this  compact  that  Williams 
and  his  associates,  called  together  by  the  beat 
of  the  drum,  managed  their  civil  affairs ;  and 
with  **  a  sheaf  of  arrows"  as  the  signet  of  the 
colony,  with  the  motto  *^  Amor  vincit  omnia,' ^ 
protected  their  civil  and  religious  rights  during 
the  first  years  of  the  settlement  at  Providence. 
Winthrop  says: 

"  At  their  first  ooming  thither  Mr.  Williams  and 
the  rest  did  make  an  order  that  no  man  should  be 
molested  for  his  conscience." 

And  they  carefully  guarded  this  leading 
principle  upon  the  first  delegation  of  power, 
and  expressly  agreed  that  '*as  formerly  hath 
been  the  liberties  of  the  town,  so  still  to  hold 
forth  liberty  of  conscience."  To  preserve  this 
principle  required  the  utmost  vigilance.  The 
colony  of  Massachusetts  was  apprehensive  of 
its  effect  upon  its  civil  and  church  polity. 
Other  settlements  upon  like  principles  had 
been  made  at  Portsmouth,  Newport,  and  War- 
wick. Difficulties  occurred  in  Providence  and 
Warwick  which  were  made  the  pretext  of  in- 
terfering with  its  internal  affairs.  An  Indian 
war  was  threatened,  i'he  colony  of  Rhode 
Island  was  refused  admission  to  the  league 
which  had  been  formed  by  the  other  colonies 
for  their  mutual  protection,  unless  it  would 
submit  to  the  jurifuiiction  of  Massachusetts  or 
Plymouth.  The  only  way  to  escape  the  dangers 
which  surrounded  them  and  preserve  their 
rights  of  religious  freedom,  ar  even  their  polit- 
ical existence,  was  to  seek  protection  under  a 
charter  from  England.  . 

Mr.  Williams,  who  was  the  agent  of  the  col- 
ony for  that  purpose,  kept  constantly  in  view 
the  great  principle  of  his  life;  and  in  the  char 
ter  which  he  procured  in  1043  from  the  English 
Parliament,  and  under  which  the  towns  of 
Rhode  Island,  for  the  first  time,  were  united 
under  one  form  of  government,  this  great 
principle  was  recognized  and  preserved. . 

This  charter  bears  the  impress  o£  the  original 
compact  into  which  the  first  settlers  of  Provi- 
dence entered.  It  grants  full  power  to  the  inhab- 
itants '^  to  rule  themselves  by  such  form  of  civil 
government  as  by  voluntary  consent  of  all,  or 
the  greater  part  of  them,  they  shall  find  most 
snitt3i>le  to  their  estate  and  condition  ;  and  for 
that  end  to  make  and  ordain  such  civil  laws  and 
constitutions  as  they  or  the  greater  part  of  them 
shall  by  free  consent  agree  unto."  It  pre- 
scribes no  form  of  government,  but  clearly 
recognizes  the  great  principles  both  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  It  is  by  the  voluntarv 
couaent  of  all,  or  the  migor  part,  that  the  will 


of  the  people  is  to  be  ascertained ;  and  it  is 
only  upon  civil  laws  and  constitutions  that  this 
will  is  allowed  to  act.  The  government 
under  this  charter,  by  the  principles  which  it 
asserted,  was  democratical.  It  could  make  civil 
laws  but  had  no  control  over  the  conscience. 

This  charter  rescued  the  infant  colony  of 
Rhode  Island  from  the  perils  which  then 
threatened  its  existence.  It  was  received  with 
great  joy,  and  one  of  the  first  acts  under  it  was 
to  adopt  an  Anchor  as  the  seal,  and  Hope 
as  the  motto  of  the  colony.  It  was  under  this 
charter  that  the  first  General  Assembly,  in 
May,  1647,  (nearly  two  years  before  the  famous 
act  of  the  colony  of  Maryland  touching  reli- 
gious liberty,)  after  having  adopted  such  a 
code  of  laws,  limited  expressly  to  the  admin- 
istration of  their  civil  affairs,  as  they  deemed 
'*  suitable  to  their  estate  and  condition,"  reas- 
serted the  leading  principle  of  the  colony,  and 
expressly  declared  that,  otherwise  than  as  in 
this  code  provided,  *'■  all  men  may  walk  as  their 
consciences  persuade  them,  every  one  in  the 
name  of  his  God."  And  thus  under  a  legally 
organized  government,  the  colony  **  still  held 
forth  liberty  of  conscience. ' ' 

But  the  early  years  of  this  colony  were  a 
constant  struggle  for  its  life.  It  haxL  hardly 
started  on  its  career  under  the  charter  of  1648 
before  it  met  with  other  dangers  and  encoun- 
tered other  perils,  which  again  menaced  its 
existence.  The  colonies  around  it  attempted 
to  partition  among  themselves  its  limited  terri- 
tory. Plymouth  claimed  the  islands;  Con- 
necticut, the  Narragansett  country;  Massachu- 
setts, the  residue.  A  commission  had  issued  to 
Coddin^ton  as  Governor  of  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island,  including  the  towns  of  Portsmouth  and 
Newport.  The  accession  of  Charles  II  to  the 
throne  of  his  ancestors  had  thrown  doubt  upon 
the  validity  of  the  charter  obtained  from  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  in  lime  of  civil  war. 

In  this  exigency,  and  to  save  the  jewel  which 
was  more  precious  to  them  than  ^Hbeir  lands 
or  lives,"  the  inhabitants  again  sought  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English  Government.  The  com- 
mission toCoddington,  through  the  agency  of 
Williams  and  Dr.  John  Clarke,  was  immedi- 
ately^ revoked;  and  in  1663  another  charter  was 
obtained  for  the  administration  of  the  civil 
affairs  of  the  colony,  the  like  of  which  never 
before  received  the  signet  of  a  king.  It  con- 
fers, as  the  other  charter  did,  the  most  ample 
powers  of  self-government,  with  full  authority, 
among  other  things,  to  elect  civil  and  political 
officers,  to  establisn  courts  of  justice,  to  ap- 
point military  officers,  and  to  arm  and  disci- 
pline the  inhabitants  for  their  defense,  and  to 
resist  as  wel^by  sea  as  by  land  any  attempt  to 
infringe  their  rights  or  invade  their  territory. 
It  debnes  more  accurately  the  limits  of  the 
colony,  and  secures  to  all  the  inhabitants  the 
right  freely  to  pass  into  the  other  English  colo- 
nies; and  complying  with  the  desire  expressed 
in  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  '*  to  hold 
forth  a  lively  experiment  that  a  most  flourish- 
ing civil  State  may  stand,  and  best  be  uiain- 
tained,  and  that  among  English  subjects,  with 
full  liberty  in  religious  concernments"  gives, 
marvelous  as^  it  may  appear,  considering  the 
arbitrary  political  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  which  it  was  obtained,  and  the  tone 
of  religious  feeling  then  prevailing  in  England, 
its  direct  sanction  to  the  great  idea  of  soul  lib- 
erty which  was  the  cause  of  the  first  settlement 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  expressly 
declares  that — 

"  No  person  within  the  said  colony  at  any  time 
hereafter,  shall  be  in  any  wise  molested,  punished, 
disquieted,  or  called  in  question,  for  any  differences 
in  opinion  In  matters  of  religion  who  do  not  aotnaily 
disturb  the  civil  peace  of  our  said  colony." 

Here,  then,  we  find  safelvsecured  in  a  royal 
casket  ^Hhe  jewel,"  for  the  preservation  of 
which  Roger  Williams,  in  his  defense  of  his 
grand  idea  before  the  magistrates  at  Boston, 
declared  that  he  was  '^  ret^y  to  be  bound  and 
banished,  or  even  die  in  New  England." 

This  charter  is  the  first  republican  goveroment 
which  ever  received  the  direct  sancdon  of  m 
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entitled  **An  act  te  authorize  protection  to 
be  given  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
may  discover  deposits  of  gnano/'  approved 
Angust  18,  1866,  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

UNITED  STATES  GEOLOGIOAL  8URYBY. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 

Senate  the    following  concurrent  resolution 

from  the  House  of  Representatives;  which 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing : 

Retolved,  (the  Senate  concurring.)  That  there  be 
Drinted  fifty -five  handred  copies  or  Profeesor  F.  B. 
Hayden'i  preparatory  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  the  United  Statea  geological  survey  for 
the  year  1870,  thirty-five  hundred  copies  of  which 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes. 
fifteen  handred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and 
five  handred  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

OBOLOUICAL  SURVEY  OF  NEBRASKA. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  concurrent  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Rfolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  there  be 
printed  and  bound,  with  plates  and  maps,  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  final  report  of  the  United  States 
geological  survey  of  Nebraska,  five  hundred  copies 
of  which  shall  be  for  the  ose  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  five  handred  copies  for  distribution  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAMSEY,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William 
M.  Kimball  be  takeirfrom  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Robert 
E.  Brown,  of  Iowa,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claimi'. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  H.  W. 
Love  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POMERO  Y,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  legal  heirs  of  Eli  Moore,  de- 
ceased, have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and 
papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1)  to  revise,  consolidate, 
and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to  the  Post 
Office  Department,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  75)  to  promote  the  construction  of  the 
Cincinnati  and  Southern  railway,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  863)  to  resiore  the  records  of  the 
United  States  courts  in  the  northern  district 
of  Illinois,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  251)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
establish  and  declare  the  railroad  and  bridges 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  Company,  aa  hereafter  constructed, 
a  post  road,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved 
March  2,  1868,  reportea  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  VICKERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  218)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  registry  to  the^rig  Michael  and 
Ann,  reportea  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  284)  to  establish 
a  port  of  entry  at  Daluth,  in  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota, reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  instructed  br  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  880)  to  issue  an  American 
register  to  the  brig  A.  L.  Palmer,  to  report 
it  without  amendment;  and  if  there  be  no 
objection,  I  should  like  to  have  it  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  think  that  had  better 


go  over.  I  believe  I  have  heard  of  that  case 
before. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  have  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommending  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont,  however,  objects.  Any  Sen- 
ator can  object  at  any  stage,  and  if  he  persists 
in  his  obiection  the  bill  must  go  over.  The 
letter  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the 
bill  if  the  Senator  wishes  it. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Very  well;  let  it  be 
printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will 
be  made. 

CBARGB8  AGAINST  SENATOR  CLAYTON. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  charges  against  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Clayton]  have 
instructed  me  to  report  the  following  resolution, 
and  to  ask  for  its  present  consideration  : 

Reeolvedf  That  the  committee  appointed  under 
the  reeq/ution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant, 
to  inyeetiaate  the  chargei  affainst  Hon.  Powbll 
Glatton,  nave  power  to  employ  a  clerk ;  and  thai 
there  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  the  contiDgeut 
fund  of  the  Senate,  the  sum  of  $2,000,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  said  investigation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  the  thirty 
fourth  rule  it  is  provided  that  there  shall  be 
a  *'  committee  to  audit  and  control  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  consist  of  three  Sen 
ators,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all  resolutions 
directing  the  payment  of  money  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate  or  creating  »  charge 
on  the  same.''  This,  however,  can  oe  waived 
by  unanimous  consent  and  the  Senate  acton  the 
resolution  at  this  time.  The  Cbair  has  read 
the  rule  to  the  Senate,  and  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection the  resolution  will  be  regarded  as  hav- 
ing been  read  twice ;  and  it  is  now  before  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  open 
to  debate  on  amendment.  As  it  appropriates 
money  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  it  must 
go  through  the  same  forms  as  a  bill.  If  no 
amendment  be  piroposed,  the  resolution  will 
be  reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiog, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ISSUE  OF  CLOTHING. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  449)  authorizing  the  issue  of 
clothing  to  certain  enlisted  men  of  company 
B,  fourteenth  regiment  of  infantry,  to  report 
it  back  without  amendment ;  and  t  ask  that  it 
be  put  upon  its  passage. 

dy  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill.  It  authorizes  tne  Secretary  of  War  to 
issue  clothine  in  lieu  of  and  equal  in  value  to 
that  lost  by  uose  enlisted  men  of  company  B 
of  the  fourteenth  regiment  of  infantry,  whose 
quarters  in  the  barracks  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
Wyoming^  Territory,  were  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th  of  February,  1871. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

OHANQH  OF  RBFJIKKNCB. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Senate  bill  No  291,  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States  ship  Wyoming  was,  by  mistake  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  I 
move  to  discharge  that  committee  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  RICE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  TS.  No. 
461)  for  the  relief  of  the  Memphis  and  Little 
Rock  Railroad  Company;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 


No.  462)  to  amend  section  thirty  of  the  jodicia^ 
act,  approved  September  25, 1789 ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  uD&nimoQg 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  468)  to  enable  the  President  to  appoint 
a  Paymaster  General  of  the  Army^  which  wai 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked,  and  by  unanimooB  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8.  No. 

464)  to  change  the  times  for  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the 
western  district  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT  asked,  and  bv  unauimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

465)  allowing  outfit  and  yearly  allowance 
of  clothing  to  the  petty  officers^  seamen, 
ordinary  seamen,  landsmen,  musicians,  bojs, 
machinists,  firemen,  and  coal-heavers  of  the 
Navy  ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  introduce  this  bill  at  the 
request  of  others,  without  committing  mj^self 
to  It.  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OSBORN  asked,  and  by  unaniooos 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  466)  donating  certain  property  in  Si 
Augustine,  Florida,  to  the  State  for  edoca- 
tional  purposes  ;  which  was  read  twice  bj  iti 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  POOL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill(S.  No. 
467)  to  provide  for  the*  erection  of  a  building 
suitable  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  courts, 
post  office,  and  other  necessary  Qoyernment 
offices  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina;  which  wai 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TUURMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (3. 
No.  468)  to  regulate  criminal  practice  in  the 
Federal  courts ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  tl^e  Committee  on  the  Jadi- 
Clary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimoas consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  469) 
to  define  the  rights  of  settlers  upon  the  pablic 
lands  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AFFAIRS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  offer  the  following  resola- 
tion,  and  ask  for  its  present  consideration : 

Reeohed  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  R«Pr«f1^ 
tives  oonourringj  That  the  Committee  oo  AllefW 
Outrages  in  the  Southern  States  be  ioitraetedto 
inquire  without  delay  into  the  condition  of  alUin 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  a  con- 
current resolution,  and  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri asks  for  its  j)reseot  consideration.  (In* 
less  objected  to,  it  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  was  requested  by  my 
friend,  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
West,]  who  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  other  end 
of  the  Capitol  this  morning,  to  ask  that  anj- 
thing  relating  to  Louisiana  affairs  might  go 
over.  I  therefore  in  his  name  ask  that  the 
resolution  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  objects  at  the  request  of  the  S«"*^' 
from  Louisiana,  not  now  in  the  Chamber.  The 
resolution  will  lie  over. 

MILLK  8AG  RBSBRVATION. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  ask  for  its  present  consideration : 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Poblio  LandJ 
be,  and  tboy  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  m  j" 
what  legislation  la  neceaaary  and  proper,  u  sa7i  w 
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another  skin.  This  deDial  is  memorable,  not 
only  from  the  rank  but  the  character  of  the 
victim.  Of  blameless  life,  be  was  an  example 
of  integrity.  He  was  poor,  but  could  not  be 
bonght  or  bribed.  Duty  with  him  was  more 
than  riches.  A  fortune  was  offered  for  his 
signature;  but  he  spurned  the  temptation. 

And  yet  this  model  character,  high  in  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  political  power,  was  doomed  to 
suffer  the  blasting  influence  which  still  finds 
support  in  this  Chamber.  He  is  dead  at  last 
and  buried  with  official  pomp.  The  people 
counted  b^  tons  of  thousancs  thronged  the 
streets  while  his  obsequies  proceeded.  An 
odious  discrimination  was  for  the  time  sus- 
pended. In  life  rejected  by  the  conductor  of 
a  railway  because  of  his  skin,  he  was  borne  to 
his  last  resting-place  with  all  the  honors  an 
afflicted  community  could  bestow.  Only  in 
his  coffin  was  the  ban  of  color  lifted  and  the 
dead  statesman  admitted  to  that  equality  which 
is  the  right  of  all. 

RKQUIBieifKNT  OF  BSpUBLIOAN  INSTITCTIOKS. 

These  are  famous  instances ;  but  they  are 
types.  If  Frederick  Douglass  and  Oscar  James 
Dunn  could  be  made  to  suffer,  how  muclxmust 
others  be  called  to  endure.  All  alike,  the 
feeble,  the  invalid,  the  educated,  the  refined, 
women  as  well  as  men,  are  shut  out  from  the 
ordinary  privileges  of  the  steamboat  or  rail- 
car,  and  driven  into  a  vulgar  sly  with  smokers 
and  rude  persons,  where  the  conversation  is 
as  offensive  a^  the  scene,  and  then  again  at 
the  road-side  inn  are  denied  that  shelter  and 
nourishment  without  which  travel  is  impossi- 
ble. Do  yon  doubt  this  cons* ant,  wide-spread 
outrage',  extending  in  uncounted  ramifications 
throughout  the  whole  land?  With  sorrow  be 
it  snid,  ii  reaches  everywhere,  even  into  Mas- 
sachusetts. Not  a  State  which  does  not  need 
the  benign  correction.  The  evidence  is  on 
^"our  table  in  numerous  petitions.  And  there 
IS  other  evidence,  already  presented  by  me, 
showing  how  individuals  have  suffered  from 
this  plain  denial  of  equal  rights.  Who  that  has 
a  heart  can  listen  to  tne  story  without  indigna- 
tion and  shame?  Who  with  a  spark  of  justice 
to  illumine  his  soul  can  hesitate  to  denounce 
tne  wrong?  Who  that  rejoices  in  republican 
institutions  will  not  help  to  overthrow  the 
tyranny  by  which  they  are  degraded? 

I  do  not  use  too  strong  language  when  I 
expose  this  tyranny  as  a  degradation  to  repub- 
lican institutions;  ay,  sir,  in  its  fundamental 
axiom.  Why  is  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence our  Magna  Charta?  Not  because  it  de- 
clares separation  from  a  distant  kingly  power; 
but  because  it  announces  the  lofty  truth  that 
all  are  equal  in  rights,  and  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence that  just  government  stands  only  on 
the  consent  of  the  governed, .  and  these  are 
held  to  be  self  evident.  Hera  is  the  soul  of 
republican  institutions,  without  which  a  Re- 
public is  a  failure,  a  mere  name  and  nothing 
more.  Gall  it  a  Hepublic  if  you  will,  but  it  is 
in  reality  a  soulless  mockery. 

Equality  in  rights  is  not  only  the  first  of 
rights ;  it  is  an  axiom  of  political  truth.  But 
au  axiom,  whether  of  science  or  philosophy, 
is  universal  and  without  exception  or  limit- 
ation ;  and  this  is  according  to  the  very  law 
of  its  nature.  Therefore,  it  is  no  axiom  to 
announce  grandly  that  all  white  men  are  equal 
in  rights,  nor  is  it  an  axiom  to  announce  with 
the  eame  grandeur  that  all  persons  are  equal 
iu  rights,  but  colored  persons  have  no  rights 
except  to  testify  and  vote.  Nor  is  it  a  self- 
evident  truth,  as  declared,  for  no  truth  is  self- 
evident  which  is  not  universal.  The  asserted 
limitation  destroys  the  original  Declaration^ 
making  it  a  ridiculous  sham,  instead  of  ih-at 
sublime  Magna  Charta  before  which  Kings, 
nobles,  and  all  inequalities  of  birth  must  dis- 
appear as  ghosts  of  night  at  the  dawn. 

GBBAT  ISSUB  OP  THB  WAB. 

All  this  has  additional  force  when  it  is  known 
(hat  this  Tery  axiom  and  self-evident  truth 


declared  by  our  fathers  was  the  great  issue  of 
the  war,  and  was  so  recognized  by  the  leaders 
on  both  side's.  Behind  tne  embattled  armies 
were  ideas,  and  the  idea  on  our  side  was 
Equality  iir  rights,  which  on  the  other  side  was 
denied.  The  Nation  insisted  that  all  men  are 
created  equal ;  the  Rebellion  insisted  that  all 
men  are  created  unequal.  Here  the  evidence 
is  explicit. 

The  inequality  of  men  was  an  original  pos- 
tulate of  Mr.  Calhoun,  which  found  final  ex- 
pression in  the  open  denunciation  of  the  self- 
evident  truth  as  a  ''self  evident  he.''  Echo- 
ing this  denunciation  Jefferson  Davis,  on  leav- 
ing the  Senate,  January  21,  1861.  in  that  fare- 
well speech  which  some  amone  you  heard,  but 
which  all  may  read  in  the  Globe,  made  the 
issue  in  these  words : 

**  It  has  been  a  belief  that  we  are  to  be  deprived 
in  the  Union  of  the  rights  which  our  fathers  be- 
qooathod  to  us,  which  has  broacbt  Mississippi  into 
her  present  decision.  She  han  heard  proelaitned  the 
theory  th<tt  all  men  are  created  free  and  eqtutU  di^d  thie 
made  the  baeie/or  attack  upon  her  eocial  in*tUution»  ; 
emd  the  eacred  Declaration  cf^  Independence  h<u  been 
invoked  to  maintain  the  poeition  of  the  amalitp  of  the 
rncee,"—Cbnffre»0ional  Otobe,  p.  487,  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  second  session. 

The  issue  thus  made  by  the  chief  rebel 
was  promptly  joined.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
elected  President,  stopping  at  Independence 
Hall,  February  22,  on  his  way  to  the  national 
capital,  in  unpremeditated  words,  thus  inter- 
preted the  Declaration : 

"  It  was  that  which  gave  promise  that  in  our  time 
the  weight  should  be  lifted  from  the  shoulders  of  all 
men.  and  that  aU  »hould  have  an  equal  chance.'* 

Mark,  if  you  please,  the  simplicity  of  this 
utterance.  All  are  to  have  **  an  equal  chance/' 
and  this  he  said  '*is  the  sentiment  (*mbodiei 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.'^  Then, 
in  reply  to  Jefferson  Davis,  he  proceeded : 

**Now,  my  friends,  can  this  country  be  saved  on 
this  basis  7  If  it  can  I  shall  confidor  myself  one  of 
the  happiest  men  in  the  world  if  I  can  help  save  it. 
If  it  cannot  be  saved  upon  that  principle,  it  will  be 
truly  awful.  But  if  this  country  cannot  be  saved 
without  giving  up  that  principle  I  was  about  to  say 
1  would  rather  be  assassinated  on  tne  spot." 

Giving  these  words  still  further  solemnity, 
he  added : 

**  I  have  said  nothing  bat  what  I  am  willing  to 
live  by.  and,  if  it  be  thepleasure  of  Almighty  God,  to 
dio  by.*' 

And  then  before  raising  the  national  banner 
over  the  historic  Hall,  he  said : 

**  It  is  on  such  an  occasion  as  this  that  we  can  rea- 
son together,  realHrm  our  devotion  to  tho  country 
and  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence." 

Thus  the  gauntlet  flung  down  by  Jefferson 
Davis  was  taken  up  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  who 
never  forgot  the  issue. 

The  rejoinder  was  made  by  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  Vice  President  of  the  Uebe]lion,in  a 
not-io-bc  forgotten  speech  at  Savannah,  March 
21,  1801,  when  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare 
of  the  pretended  government  that  **  its  found- 
ations arc  laid,  its  coiner-stone  rests  upon 
ihc  great  truth  that  the  negro  is  not  equal  to 
tiie  white  man,^''  Then  gloryiug  in  this  terri- 
ble shame,  he  added :  ^'  This,  our  new  Govern- 
ment, is  the  first  in  the  history  of  the  world 
based  upon  the  great  physical,  philosophical 
and  moral  truth.''  **  This  stone  which  was 
rejected  by  the  first  builders  is  become  the 
chief  stone  of  the  corner." 

To  this  unblushing  avowal  Abraham  Lincoln 
replied  in  that  marvelous.^undying  utterance 
at  Gettysburg,  fit  voice  for  the  Uepublic,  greater 
far  than  any  victory,  when  he  said: 

**Four  score  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers 
brought  forth  upon  this  continent  a  new  nation, 
conceived  in  Liberty  and  dedicated  to  the  propoeilion 
that  all  men  are  created  equal," 

Thus,  in  precise  conformity  with  the  Declar- 
ation, was  It  announced  that  our  Uepublic  is 
dedicated  to  the  Eaual  iiightsof  all,  and  then, 
the  prophet  President,  soon  to  be  a  martyr, 
asked  his  countrymen  to  dedicate  themselves 
to  the  great  task  remaining,  highly  resolving, 
**that  t^is  nation  under  G^  shall  have  a  new 
birth  of  Fraedom,  and  that  goTemment  of  the 


people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people,  shall 
not  perish  from  the  earth.'' 

The  victory  of  the  war  is  rain  without  the 
grander  victory  through  which  the  Republic  is 
dedicated  to  the  axiomatic,  self-evident  truth 
declared  by  our  fathers,  and  asserted  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

All  this  is  so  plain  that  it  is  diflScult  to  argne 
it.  What  is  the  Uepublic  if  it  fails  in  Uiis 
loyally  ?  What  is  the  national  Government, 
coextensive  with  the  Republic,  if  fellow  cit- 
izens counted  by  the  million  can  be  shut  out 
from  etqual  rights  in  travel,  in  recreation,  in 
education,  and  in  other  things,  all  contribatiog 
to  human  necessities?  Where  is  thai  great 
promise  by  which  the  **  pursuit  of  happinesi*' 
IS  placed  with  life  and  liberty,  under  the  safe- 
guard of  axiomatic  self-evident  truth?  Where 
is  justice  if  this  ban  of  color  is  not  promptly 
removed? 

TWO  BXCCSBS. 

The  two  excuses  show  how  irrational  and 
utterly  groundless  is  this  pretension.  They 
are  on  a  par  with  the  pretension  itself.  One 
is  that  the  question  is  of  society  and  not  of 
rights,  which  is  clearly  a  misrepresentation ;  and 
the  other  is  that  the  separate  arrangements 
provided  for  colored  persons  constitute  a  sub- 
stitute for  equality  in  the  nature  of  an  equiva- 
lent; all  of  which  is  clearly  a  contrivance,  if 
not  a  trick,  as  if  there  could  be  any  equivalent 
for  equality. 

NO  QVRSTIOK  Or  SOCtBTY. 

Of  this  first  excuse  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
with  patience.  It  is  a  simple  misrepresent- 
ation, and  wherever  it  fhow.4  itself  must  be 
treated  as  such.  There  is  no  colored  person 
who  does  not  resent  the  imputation  that  he  is 
seeking  to  intrude  himself  socially  anywhere. 
This  is  no  question  of  society  ;  no  question  of 
social  life ;  no  question  of  social  equality, 
if  anybody  knows  what  this  meana.  The 
object  in  simply  Equality  before  the  law,  a 
term  which  explains  itself.  Now,  as  the  law 
does  not  presume  to  create  or  regulate  social 
relations,  these  are  in  no  respect  affected  by 
the  pending  measure.  Each  person,  whether 
Senator  or  citizen,  is  always  free  to  choose  who 
shall  be  his  friend,  his  associate,  his  guest. 
And  does  not  the  ancient  proverb  declare 
that  a  man  is  known  by  the  company  he  keeps? 
But  this  assumes  that  he  may  choose  for  him- 
self. His  house  is  his  *'  castle  :^*  and  this  very 
designation,  borrowed  from  the  common  law, 
shows  his  absolute  independence  within  its 
walls:  nor  is  there  any  difference,  whether  it 
be  palace  or  hovel ;  but  when  he  leavf s.  his 
**  castle  "  and  goes  abroad,  this  independence 
is  at  an  end.  He  walks  the  streets ;  but  he  is 
subject  to  the  prevailing  law  of  Equality;  nor 
can  he  appropriate  the  sidewalk  to  his  own 
exclusive  use,  driving  into  thegutterall  whose 
skin  is  less  white  than  his  own.  But  nobody 
pretends  that  Equality  in  the  highway,  whether 
on  pavement  or  sidewalk,  is  a  question  of 
society.  And,  permit  me  to  say,  that  Equality 
in  all  institutions  created  or  regulated  by  law, 
is  as  little  a  question  of  society. 

In  the  days  of  Slavery,  it  was  u.;  oft-repeated 
charge,  that  Emancipation  was  a  measure  of 
sociul  equality  and  the  same  charge  became 
a  cry  at  the  successive  efforts  for  the  right  to 
testify  and  the  right  to  vote.  At  each  stage 
the  cry  was  raiseJ,  and  now  it  makes  itself 
heard  again,  as  you  are  called  to  assure  this 
crowning  safeguard. 

KQUAUTT  MOT  POUND  fH  KqUIVALBHTS. 

Then  comes  the  other  excuse,  which  finds 
Equality  in  separation.  Separate  hotela,  sep- 
arate conveyances,  separate  theaters,  separate 
schools,  separate  institutions  of  learning  and 
science,  separate  churches,  and  sepaiate  cem- 
eteries— these  are  the  artificial  substitutes  for 
.Equality;  and  this  is  the  contrivance  by  which 
a  transcendent  riffht,  involving  a  trauscendent 
duty,  is  evaded ;  lor  Equality  is  not  only  aright 
but  a  duty. 

How  vain  to  argue  that  there  is  no  denial  of 
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and  the  rule  more  imperative  when  the  Con- 
stitntion  gives  a  discretionary  power  to  act. 
They  said,  **  Whenever  a  statute  gives  a  dis 
cretionary  power  to  any  person,  to  be  exercised 
by  him  upon  his  own  opinion  of  certain  facts, 
it  18  a  sound  rule  of  construction  that  the 
statute  constitutes  him  the  sole  and  exclusive 
judge  of  the  existence  of  those  facts/'  It  is 
a  remarkable  fact  that  in  the  history  of  our 
Government  this  great  writ,  so  vital  to  the 
Repub].<*,  was  never  suspended  till  the  year 
1868,  in  Che  Presidency  ot  Mr.  Lincoln.  The 
country  having  passed  through  all  the  excite- 
ments of  its  political  omnization,  of  nullifi- 
cation, and  of  war,  without  a  resort  to  this 
extreme  and  dangerous  experiment,  it  was 
left  to  the  party  now  in  power  to  make  the 
first  inroad  into  the  Constitution  and  this 
great  safeguard  of  popular  liberty. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  so  jealous  of  the  rights  of 
the  citizen,  and  so  opposed  to  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power,  that  he  stated  in  his  corre- 
spondence he  was  opposed  to  the  suspension 
of  this  writ  in  any  case  whatever,  declaring 
himself  in  favor  of  *'the  eternal  and  unremit- 
ting force  of  the  habeas  corpus  laws,''  and 
asked  the  (question  emphatically,  **  Why  sus 
pend  the  writ  of  hc^ecu corpus  in  insurrections 
and  rebellions?"  Judge  Story,  in  his  Com 
mentary  on  the  Constitution,  in  writing  on  this 
writ,  says,  *Mt  is  therefore  justly  esteemed  the 
great  bulwark  of  personal  liberty,  since  it  is 
the  appropriate  remedy  to  ascertain  whether 
any  person  is  rightfully  in  confinement  or  not, 
and  the  cause  of  his  confinement;  and  if  no 
sufficient  ground  of  detention  appears,  the  party 
is  entitled  to  his  immediate  discharge."  He 
adds,  '*  It  would  seem  as  the  power  is  given  to 
Congress  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habetis  corpus 
in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  that  the  right 
to  judge  whether  the  exigency  has  aiisen  must 
exclusively  belong  to  that  body ;"  and  he  refers 
to  Chancellor  Kent  as  entertaining  the  same 
opinion. 

In  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when  the  officers 
of  the  Government  are  respected  and  their 
functions  performed  in  every  section  of  the 
Union — nearly  seven  years  after  the  war  and 
the  commencement  of  the  work  of  reconstruc- 
tion, when  taxes  are  levied  and  paid,  and  the 
courts  sit  in  security,  dispense  justice  to  liti- 
gants, and  execute  their  judgmenta — we  find  a 
portion  of  the  South  overrun  by  Federal  sol- 
diers, which  they  are  taxed  to  support ;  private 
houses  and  families  invaded ;  the  citizen  d  ragged 
away  from  his  wife  and  children,  and  incar- 
cerated in  distant  prisons,  without  the  common 
privilege  of  being  informed  of  the  author  and 
cause  of  his  arrest,  denied  the  right  of  hfU)eas 
corpuSf  which  is  awarded  to  the  commonest 
felon. 

^  Such  a  course  is  subversive  of  all  constitu- 
tional Government;  it  is  destructive  of  civil 
liberty ;  strikes  at  the  foundation  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  sets  up  a  dictator  in  the  person 
of  the  President,  clothing  him  with  absolute 
power  over  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  if  unrebuked  will  lead  to  a  despoiism 
infinitely  greater  than  that  exercised  over  our 
colonial  existence. 

It  was  said  by  an  eminent  judge  that  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  the  angel  of  the  Con- 
stitution; but  it  is  now  made  the  plaything  of 
Congress  and  a  puppet  of  the  President.  Our 
fathers  would  not,  dared  not,  desired  not,  to 
violate  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion by  the  suppression  of  the  writ  and  the 
oppression  of  the  people.  They  estimated  the 
value  of  the  liberU  of  the  citizen.  Thev  knew 
that  without  it  li/e  was  intolerable  and  exis^ 
ence  a  burden;  but  our  present  rulers  and 
party  in  power,  aided  by  a  partisan  judge, 
trample  upon  what  is  sacred  and  dear  to  the 
American  heart.  But  I  warn  them  against  the 
smothered  feelings  of  an  outraged  public,  which 
may  not  always  endure  aggressions  upon  the 
Constitution  and  the  personal  rights  of  the 
people,  but  will,  in  time,  rise  in  their  majesty, 
and  by  cooBtitutiooal  means  hurl  them  from 


power.     Wrong  will  not  always  succeed  or 
perpetuate  itself. 

Mr.  Webs' er,  in  his  great  speech  at  Bunker 
Hill,  said,  **  If  the  true  ppark  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  be  kindled,  it  will  burn.  Human 
agency  cannot  extinguish  it.  Like  the  earth's 
central  fire,  it  may  be  smothered  for  a  time; 
the  ocean  may  overwhelm  it ;  mountains  may 
press  it  down ;  but  its  inherent  and  unconouer- 
able  force  will  heave  both  the  ocean  ana  the 
land,  and  at  some  time  or  another,  in  some 
place  or  another,  the  volcano  will  break  out 
and  flame  up  to  heaven." 

We  sometimes  hear  gentlemen  talk  of  look- 
ing to  the  South  for  '*  works  meet  for  repent- 
ance," and  when  they  haveproof  of  suchthey 
will  be  willing  to  exercise  the  required  clem- 
ency! These  terms  are  general,  and  I  have 
not  heard  any  definition  of  them.  We  are 
therefore  left  to  conjecture  what  they  mean, 
and  to  wait  for  a  clearer  explanation  of  this 
misty  and  indefinite  generality  when  used  in  a 
political  sense.  General  Longstreet,  who  com- 
manded in  the  armies  of  the  South,  whose  mili- 
tary skill  and  prowess  won  many  a  battle-field, 
and  whose  name  seemed  to  be  identified  with 
success,  did  '^  work  meet  for  repentance"  by 
accepting  a  lucrative  office  in  the  custom-house 
at  New  Orleans. 

Whether  that  was  the  rule  or  the  exception 
we  have  not  been  informed;  but  the  work 
most  essential  has  been  performed.  Govern- 
ments have  been  organized  under  your  recon- 
struction laws;  Executives  and  Legislatures 
have  heen  elected,  judges  installed,  and  law 
administered,  education  provided  for,  and  sal- 
utary laws  in  many  instances  enacted ;  indus- 
try meets  with  its  reward,  labor  is  resuming 
its  wonted  channels,  a  recuperative  energy 
manifests  it«elf  among  the  people,  and  the 
sun  of  prosperity  is  beginning  to  shine  as  for- 
merly upon  the  efforts  and  enterprise  of  that 
region.  What  more  or  better  evidences  of 
** accepting  the  situation"  is  wanted  to  com- 
plete the  picture  ? 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that* any  Senator 
would  expect  a  southerner  who  applies  to  have 
disabilities  removed  to  do  so  in  a  cringing  or 
supplicating  manner,  with  loud  professions  of 
loyalty  and  with  hnmiliating  promises  of  obe- 
dience and  submission.  A  man  who  would 
thus  act  would  disparage  his  claim,  and  by 
truck  If  ng  and  affected  loyalty  detract  from  the 
dignity  and  bearing  of  an  American  citizen. 
When  he  comes  in  the  spirit  and  manhood  of 
a  patriot  and  asks  a  removal  of  the  restric- 
tions under  which  he  labors,  by  that  very  act 
he  recognizes  your  authority,  accepts  the  con- 
dition, renews  his  loyalty  ana  allegiance  to  the 
altered  situation,  acknowledges  secession  to 
be  a  failure,  and  asks  to  be  reinstated  in  all 
his  original  rights  and  privileges,  that  he  may 
render  to  the  Government  the  aia  which  intel- 
ligence and  patriotism  might  bring  to  restore 
it  to  itsoriginal,  healthful,  constitutional  action 
and  policy,  that  its  mission  and  beneficent 
results  may  be  a  blessing  to  the  people. 

Congress  expects  good  governments  to  be 
formed  and  well  administered,  and  yet  by  its 
legislation  it  excludes  many  of  the  best  citi- 
zens of  the  South  from  holding  office.  It  keeps 
open  a  wound  constuntly  irritated  and  calcu- 
lated to  produce  dissatisfaction  and  discontent. 
You  expect  the  public  mind  of  the  South  to 
be  composed  when  you  apply  a  constant  irri- 
tant. There  are  now,  perhaps,  forty  thousand 
prevented  from  holding  office  by  reason  of  the 
fourteenth  amendment.     By  keeping  up  dis- 

? qualifications  and  prohibitions  you  derogate 
roni  the  dignity  and  equality  of  States.  Yon 
admit  them  to  representation,  yet  dwarf  their 
choice,  limit  their  volition,  and  impair  their 
coordinate  authority  and  character  as  States. 
The  distinguished  William  Plnckoey,  of 
Maryland,  in  discussing  the  Missouri  question 
and  denying  the  authority  of  Congress  to  im- 
pose the^  restriction  upon  the  introduction  of 
slavery  into  the  Territories,  said  in  emphatic 
terms,  **  No  man  can  contradict  me  when  I 


say  that  if  you  have  this  power  you  may 
squeeze  down  a  new-born  sovereign  State  to 
the  size  of  a  pigmy,  and  then,  taking  it  between 
finger  and  thumb,  stick  it  into  some  niche  of 
the  Union,  and  stiil  continue  by  way  of  mock- 
ery to  call  it  a  State  in  the  sense  of  the  Consti- 
tution. You  may  waste  it  to  a  shadow  and 
then  introduce  it  into  the  society  of^  flesh  and 
blood,  an  object  of  scorn  and  derision.  You 
may  sweat  and  reduce  it  to  a  thing  of  skin  and 
bone,  and  then  place  the  ominous  skeleton 
beside  the  ruddy  and  healthful  members  of  the 
Union,  that  it  may  have  leisure  to  mourn  the 
lamentable  difference  between  itself  and  its 
companions;  to  brood  over  its  disastrous  pro- 
motion, and  to  seek  in  justifiable  discouteot 
an  opportunitv  for  separation,  insorrection, 
and  rebellion." 

Patrick  Henry  is  admitted  to  have  been  one 
of  the  wisest  and  most  eloquent  members  of 
the  Virginia  convention  which  adopted  the 
Constitution,  and  of  the  whole  country ;  in  true 
eloquence  he  was  unsurpassed,  if  equaled :  his 

f patriotism  was  kindled  by  the  fires  of  the  Revo* 
ution,  and  burned  with  a  bright  and  unsullied 
luster.  He  thought  he  saw  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  then  proposed,  the  ele- 
ments of  tyranny  and  oppression  to  the  States ; 
warned  his  countiymen  against  its  adoption, 
and  in  concluding  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
eloquent  speeches  of  his  life,  said,  **  Gentle- 
men may  retain  their  opinions,  but  I  look  on 
that  paper  as  the  most  fatal  plan  that  could 

fossibly  be  conceived  to  enslave  a  free  people, 
f  such  be  your  rage  for  novelty,  tak^  it,  and 
welcome ;  but  you  never  shall  have  my  consent. 
My  sentiments  may  appear  extravagant,  but  I 
can  tell  you  that  a  number  of  my  fellow- citizeni 
have  kindred  sentiments ;  and  I  am  anxious, 
if  my  country  should  come  into  the  bands  of 
tyranny,  to  exculpate  myself  from  beins  in  any 
degree  the  cause,  and  to  exert  my  faculties  to 
the  utmost  to  extricate  her." 

Senators,  shall  we  not  wipe  out  every  vestige 
of  real  or  seeming  oppression  and  wrong,  every 
degrading  distinction,  every  semblance  of  in- 
vidiousness,  so  that  the  people  of  this  whole 
country  may  stand  upon  the  oroad  foundation 
of  equal  laws  and  of  equal  rights,  that  the  fears 
and  predictions  of  the  great  Henry  may  not  be 
verified  in  our  experience,  and  that  the  pen  of 
the  historian  may  write  of  us  in  after  years 
that  we  were  the  freest,  happiest  people  that 
ever  lived  under  the  benign  influence  of  the 
equality  and  dignity  of  States  composing  a 
Union  of  the  whole ? 

Macaulay,  in  his  History  of  England,  said 
that  according  to  the  purest  idea  of  constitu- 
tional royalty  the  prince  reigns  and  does  not 
govern.  As  our  form  of  government  is  supe- 
rior to  others,  should  it  not  be  the  aim  and 
object  of  legislators  so  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  State,  to  fashion  and  mold  our  laws,  to 
lighten  the  burdens  and  multiply  the  advan- 
tages, that  the  General  Government  may  be 
felt  and  known  only  in  its  salutary  influences 
and  operations,  and  thus  secure  the  admiration 
and  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  country? 

The  justice  and  policy  of  removing  the  legal 
and  political  disabilities  of  southern  citizens 
is  so  apparent,  and  they  unite  in  urging  it  upon 
Congress  with  such  a  degree  of  lorce,  that  it 
seems  more  than  strange  to  an  impartial  ob- 
server that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  single 
day.  After  the  adoption  ot  the  fifteenth  amend- 
ment, which  placed  the  ballot  in  the  hands  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  negroes,  made  citizens 
of  the  United  States  and  eligible  to  office,  it 
became  a  moral  and  political  necessity  to  put 
the  white  population  of  the  South  upon  the 
same  basis  of  equality.  The  idea  or  giving 
to  former  slaves  political  privileges  denied  to 
their  masters,  and  making  them  in  that  respect 
superior  to  the  latter,  was  a  species  of  moral 
torture  and  injustice  that  finds  no  parallel  in 
history,  and  which  shocks  our  sensibility  and 
sense  of  justice. 

it  is  well  known  that  during  the  war  the  col- 
ored population  of  the  South  adhered  to  the 
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political  disabilities  incurred  daring  the  late 
rebellion,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  ask  that  this  bill  be 
read  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  all  legal 
and  politioal  disabilities  imposed  on  persons 
because  of  their  having  engaged  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States,  or  given  aid  to  the 
enemies  thereof,  or  because  of  residence  in  the 
insurrectionary  States  during  the  late  rebellion, 
are  hereby  removed;  provided  that  this  act 
shall  not  snable  any  person  to  m^ntain  any 
claim  or  right  against  the  United  States  because 
of  its  provisions,  unless  the  same  accrued  to  hi  m 
before  April  11, 1861,  or  subsequent  to  April  9, 
1865  ;  and  provided  further,  that  this  act  shall 
apply  to  persons  residing  in  and  claims  arising 
in  the  States  and  parts  of  States  excepted  b^ 
the  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  done  at  Washington, 
January  1, 1863,  excepting  certain  counties  and 
parishes  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  in  which 
be  deemed  there  was  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  people  thereof  were  not  then  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
that  tbia  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BSUOTAL  OFCAX7SB3TO  UNITED  St ATBS COURTS. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  906)  for  the  removal 
of  certain  causes  to  the  United  States  courts; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  timet  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BBKVKT8  IN  TH«   AEMT. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  907)  to  regulate  brevets 
in  the  Army ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TBNURB  OF  CIVIL   OFFICB. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  908)  to  repeal  several 
acts  relating  to  the  tenure  of  civil  office ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TAX  ON  HATCBB8. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  909)  to  repeal  the  stamp  duty  or  tax  on 
matches:  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BOUTHBRN  BXPRB88  COMPANY. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  910)  to  incorporate  the  Southern 
Express  Company ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  DBAF  AND  miMB. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  also  introdaced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  911)  to  regulate  the  admission 
of  pupils  into  the  Columbia  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CnARLBS  H.  MALLORT  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  also  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  912)  for  the  relief  of  Charies 
H.  Mallory  &  Co. ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IlICnARD  M.  GRBBN. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  also  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  913)  for  the  payment  of  Rich- 
ard M.  Green  for  the  use  of  his  natent  by  the 
Grovemment;  which  was  read  a  nrst  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


DRIDGBPORT  AND  WBSTPORT  HARBORS. 

Mr.  BARNUM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

914)  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  of 
Bridgeport  and  NVestport,  Connecticut;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  ana  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

BUST  OP  ADMIRAL  FARRAGUT. 

Mr.  SLOCUM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

915)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
purchase  a  bust  of  the  late  Admiral  Farragut 
and  place  the  same  in  the  Capitol :  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CHABLBS  J.  SANDS. 

Mr.  SLOCUM  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  916)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Sands, 
late  United  States  marshal  of  the  United 
States  consular  court  at  Chin-Kiang,  China; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.    ^ 

UNIFORM  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  New  York,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  917)  to  provide  a  currency  of 
coin  and  paper  of  eoual  and  uniform  value 
throughout  tne  Unitea  States ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Banking  and  Currency,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  SIMMS 

Mr.  DUELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
918)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Simms,  late  a 
lieutenant  in  the  seventy -sixth  regiment  New 
York  volunteers ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOSBPH  DYER 

Mr.  DUELL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.R. 
No.  919)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  Dyer, 
of  Onondaga,  New  x  ork,  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RAILROAD  FROM  NBW  YORK  TO  CHICAGO, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  920)  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  national  railroad  between  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Chicago ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  As  this  bill 
involves  grave  constitutional  questions,  I  move 
that  in  the  first  instance  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SARAU  B.  KINO. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  also  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  921)  granting  a  pension  to 
Sarah  E.  King,  widow  of  Lieutenant  William 
E.  King,  tenth  United  States  infantry ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ISABBLLA  CRANDALL. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  also  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  922)  granting  an  arrearage 
of  pension  to  Isabella  Crandall ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JOHN  M.  WATSON. 

Mr.  LANSING  introduced  a  bilUH.  R.  No. 
923)  to  place  the  name  of  John  M.  Watson  on 
the  pension  listof  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812 ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  and  lij^ar  of  1812. 

SARAH  S.  TRAPP. 

Mr.  LANSING  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  924)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  S.  Trapp, 


executrix  of  William  Trapp,  deceased ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CDARLBS  H.  CARPBNTBR. 

Mr.  LANSING  also  introdoced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  926)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  H.  Car- 
penter, of  New  Haven,  New  York ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  (o  be 
printed. 

HOMBSTBADS  FOB  ACTUAL  8BTTLBB8. 

Mr.  KETCHAM  introduced  a  biU  (H.  B. 
No.  926)  to  secure  homesteads  to  actoal  set- 
tlers on  the  public  domain ;  which  was  reads 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HBRNON  I.  XHLB. 

Mr.  CARROLL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  927)  to  ffrant  a  pension  to  Hemon  I.  Ehle, 
of  New  York ;  which  was  read  a  first  aud  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

XRBOTION  OF  POST  OVVICB   AT  JBB8BT  CITY. 

Mr.  HALSEY,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

928)  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  boildiog 
suitable  fbr  use  as  a  post  offiee  and  for  tbe 
accommodation  of  United  States  internal  rev- 
enue officials  and  other  Government  parposes 
at  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Groondi,  sod 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADMISSION  OF  TBA  AND  COFf  BB  FRBB  OF  DUTT. 

Mr.  MERCUR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

929)  to  admit  free  of  duty  all  tea  and  coffee  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  on  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  July  next ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HAVT  OF  f  HB  UNITBD  BTATBS. 

Mr.SCOFIBLD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  980)  to  promote  the  securing  of  cificieiit 
seamen  for  the  Nary  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  NaTal  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

SOLDIBRS  AND  SAILORS  OF  WAR  OF  18U. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  981)  supplementary  to  an  act  graat^ 
ing  pensions  to  certain  soldiers  and  sailors  of 
the  war  of  1812,  and  the  widows  of  deceased 
soldiers,  approved  Febmair  12,  1871  f^»«* 
was  read  a  nrst  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and 
War  of  1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  DATI8. 

Mr.  TO WNSBND,  of  Pennsylrania,  iotro 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  982)  to  authoriw  the 
payment  of  the  half  pay  of  Captain  John  Davis, 
a  revolutionary  officer ;  whicm  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Cominiltee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

WILLIAM  C.  JARDINB. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  t^ 
introdaced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  988)  to  authoriM 
William  C.  Jardine  to  make  application  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  for  the  issue  of  a 
patent  for  improvement  in  brake  and  rest  for 
carts ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOMBSTBADS  TO  SOLDIBRS. 

Mr.  B.  P.  MEYERS  introduced  a  biH  (H. 
R.  No.  984)  to  secure  homesteads  to  persons 
who  served  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States  during  the  war  of  the  re*>«JJ'£°j 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


418 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  16, 


There  is  another  bill  which  we  shall  report  to 
which  the  debate  which  has  been  indulged  in 
.  hj  the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania  will  be  more  appro- 
priate, and  that  is  in  relation  to  a  ship- canal 
across  the  Isthmus.   [Laughter.  ] 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUB  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Horace  Porter,  Private  Secretary  to 
the  President,  announced  to  the  House  that 
the  President  had  approved  and  signed  a  bill 
and  joint  resolution  of  the  following  titles : 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  484)  making  an  appro- 
priation to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  expenses  of  the  joint  select  Com- 
mittee on  Alleged  Outrages  in  the  Southern 
States;  and 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  66)  donating 
certain  condemned  cannon  for  a  soldiers'  monu- 
ment. 

OONSDL  AT  TIEN-T8IN. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  my  colleague  yield  to 
me  for  a  few  moments  ? 

Mr.  3ANKS.  I  will  yield  to  my  colleague, 
who,  I  understand,  desires  to  discuss  the  bill 
itselfl 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  to  say  a  word,  not 
in  reference  to  the  debate  which  has  just  sprung 
up  between  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
and  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  but  in 
regard  to  the  bill  which  is  before  the  House. 
I  was  a  good  deal  impressed  by  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [  Mr.  Shellabaroer,] 
who  seemed  to  think  that  the  great  and  crying 
evil  of  our  civil  service  is  a  lack  of  adequate 
compensation.  I  agree  with  him  that  there 
are  instances  of  consuls  who  are  inadequately 
paid,  and  that  there  are  lamentable  instances 
of  poor  appointments  and  bad  services  in  that 
class  of  otfices.  I  agree,  also,  to  the  bill  that 
is  reported,  and  that  the  bill  might  judiciously 
be  extended  so  as  to  apply  to  other  consuls, 
but  I  desire  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  idea 
that  the  cure  for  all  these  evils  is  in  an  increase 
of  compensation. 

Sir,  tuere  are  instances  of  great  and  large 
and  ample  compensation  that  have  not  brought 
about  this  result.  I  have  before  me  a  state- 
ment that  illustrates  that  fact ;  and  if  we  had 
succeeded  in  the  effort  here  made,  some  light 
upon  the  service,  in  connection  with  this  very 
bill,  would  have  been  here  now  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  House.  In  July,  1870,  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  agents  to  visit  all  these  con- 
suls and  report  upon  their  actual  condition 
and  compensation  and  services,  and  in  order 
that  we  might  secure  for  this  purpose  just  that 
kind  of  services  which  the  getiileman  from 
Ohio  has  so  eloquently  pressed  en  the  House 
as  a  necessity,  we  provided  that  the  agents 
should  have  a  compensation  of  $5,000  a  year 
and  necessary  expenses,  being  at  the  Treasury 
Department  ten  cents  a  mile  for  traveling. 
Now,  see  the  result  of  all  this.  An  agent  was 
sent  out,  commissioned  to  visit  the  consuls  in 
China  and  Japan  and  to  proceed  thence  to 
South  America,  and  what  was  the  result?  He 
spent  thirteen  months  in  that  operation,  and 
he  has  brought  back  nothing  that  the  Depart- 
ment has  deemed  worthy  of  being  submitted 
to  the  public  eye. 

But  what  has  he  done?  He  went  over  to 
Japan  at  ten  cents  a  mile,  and  a  compensation 
of  $5,000  a  year.  He  then  went  down  the 
eoast  of  China,  and  I  doubt  not  visited  this 
very  consulate,  the  most  important  in  China. 
Then,  instead  of  eoing  thence  to  the  coast 
of  South  America,  ne  came  back  to  England, 
either  around  the  world  or  across  by  San 
Francisco  and  New  York.  Then  he  went  to 
Rio  Janeiro,  and  so  on  around  Cape  Horn, 
along  the  coast  of  South  America,  and  back 
to  the  United  States,  and  in  going  to  China 
he  traveled,  according  to  the  report  of  expenses 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  54,441^  miles. 
He  is  now  at  home  resting  on  his  laurels  and 
on  his  salary. 

Mr.  BANKS.    Let  me  ask  my  colleague 


[Mr.  Dawes]  if  he  believes  this  man  could 
have  traveled  any  more,  if  he  had  done  his 
*best  ?     [  Laugh  ter.  1 

Mr.  DAWES.  No ;  I  do  not  think  he  could. 
That  is  a  specimen  of  the  men  who  are  amply 
paid.  I  suomit  that  he  should  be  entitled  ^  *  the 
great  American  traveler.''  He  is  now  under 
pay,  and  resting  on  bis  salary  and  his  laurels. 
I  took  up  a  paper  the  same  day  that  I  got  this 
return  of  the  fruits  of  all  this  proceeding,  and 
I  saw  that  while  this  great  traveler  is  resting 
here  on  this  salary  a  now  and  fresh  agent  is 
sent  out  to  examine  into  the  accounts  of  Consul 
General  Butler,  at  Alexandria ;  and  the  paper 
announced,  with  some  satisfaction  and  some 
relief,  that  he  had  arrived  there.    [Laughter.] 

Sir,  something  beyond  ample  compensa- 
tion is  necessary  to  secure  reform  in  the  civil 
service,  and  efficiency  in  that  service,  as  well 
abroad  as  at  home.  I  only  submit  this  to 
show  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Shel- 
labaroer,] while  he  speaks  well  and  forcibly, 
does  not  reach  the  evil.  It  is  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  appointment  and  in  the  efficiency 
of  the  administration ;  and,  more  than  that,  it 
is  not  the  allowance  of  compensation,  which 
every  man  knows. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Does  not 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Dawes]  think  that  gen- 
tleman could  have  passed  an  examination? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  think  he  could.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  Butler]  will  not  turn  me  from 
my  argument  with  any  idea  that  any  rule  pre- 
scribed and  laid  down  by  three  men  as  to  the 
mode  of  examination  is  going  to  effect  a  cure 
of  this  evil.  It  is  in  the  efficiency  of  admin- 
istration, and  there  alone,  that  the  evil  is  to  be 
remedied.  Until  those  who  make  appoint- 
ments and  are  responsible  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  by  those  they  put  in  place 
have  either  the  instinct  or  the  desire  to  select 
the  right  men  for  the  right  place,  and  make 
those  men  discbarge  their  duty,  and  do  so  faith- 
fully— until  then,  and  not  until  then,  will  there 
be  a  reform  in  the  civil  service. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  think  I  can  yield 
further. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me? 

Mr.  BANKS.  If  it  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  the  subject  under  consideration,  I  suppose 
T  must  yield  to  be  consistent.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  lo  ask  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Dawes]  if  he  thinks  these  improper  ap- 
pointments have  not  been  very  largely  due  to 
the  importunities  upon  the  appointing  power 
of  members  of  this  House  and  of  the  other? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Wiih  the  permission  of  my 
other  colleague,  [Mr.  Banks,]  I  will  suggest 
to  him,  in  oraer  that  he  may  be  relieved,  that 
the  expiration  of  the  hour  does  not  necessarily 
cut  him  off. 

Mr.  BANKS.     Very  good. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  believe,  to  answer  my  col 
league  near  me,  [Mr.  Hoar,]  that  a  single  rule 
adopted  by  the  Executive,  that  no  man  who 
brings  a  recommendation  from  a  member  of 
Congress  unasked  shall  receive  any  appoint- 
ment whatever  at  the  hands  of  the  Executive, 
would  do  more  to  reform  the  civil  service  of 
this  country  than  any  elaborate  system  the 
result  of  any  commission  whatever. 

Mr.  BAN  KS.  The  gentleman  must  remem- 
ber that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  have 
sooaething  to  do.  We  have  witnessed  this  ex- 
hibition of  rhetorical  fire- works,  and  I  think 
I  must  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  BIN  GH AM.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me? 

Mr.  BANKS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  rise  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  answering  the  inquiry  of  my  honorable 
colleague  [Mr.  Shellabaroer]  why  this  bill 
is  reported  in  this  particular  instance  for  the 
consul  at  Tien-Tsin.  The  House  will  notice 
that  the  State  Department  in  its  annual  report 
notified  the  House  that  by  reason  of  the  judi- 
cial functions  imposed  upon  the  oriental  con- 
suls of  the  United  States  it  was  deemed  highly 


improper  that  any  of  them  should  depend  upon 
fees  for  their  services;  for  it  is  certainly 
altogether  unfit,  and  I  may  add  altogether  in- 
decent, that  an  official  who  is  charged  with 
iudicial  functions  over  the  property  and  the 
liberty  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  should 
in  any  manner  whatever  be  dependent  upon 
his  fees  for  the  judgments  he  gives. 

Tien-Tsin,  by  reason  of  some  inadvertence, 
is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  consul- 
ates in  the  empire  of  Chrna.  Your  consular 
general  at  Shanghai  receives  a  salary.  Your 
consul  at  Canton  receives  a  salary  of  $4,000 ; 
your  consul  at  Fow-Chow  a  salary  of  $3,500 ; 
^our  consul  at  Amoy,  $3,500.  Yet  at  Tieo- 
Tsin,  where  the  vessels  arriving  during  six 
months  exceeded  by  nine  the  entire  number 
of  vessels  arriving  at  these  other  ports,  (which 
indicates,  of  course,  the  extent  of  the  businesi^) 
the  consul  is  dependent  upon  fees.  Tien-T&in 
is,  as  has  been  said  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  [Mr.  Banks,]  the  largest  importer 
in  China  of  cotton  fabrics  from  America.  It 
is  the  port  of  entr3r  to  the  capital  of  the  em- 
pire, xet,  by  mere  inadvertence,  the  consulate 
at  this  port  remains  a  feed  officer. 

In  prosperous  times,  when  there  is  nothing 
to  interrupt  the  transaction  of  affairs,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  fees  would  be  twofold  the  amount 
of  the  salary.  But  that  is  not  the  question. 
The  Government  ef  the  United  States  cannot 
afford  to  impose  judicial  functions  upon  its 
officials  in  important  ports  abroad,  and  allow 
them  to  depend  for  their  support  upon  fees. 

As  justifying  the  report  of  the  committee  I 

read  from  the  report  made  by  the  Secretary 

of  State  to  the  last  Congress: 

**The  oriental  consulates  have  all  been  placed 
upon  the  footing  of  schedule  B.  and  it  is  proposed 
not  to  permit  these  consuls  to  engage  tn  bastness. 
The  Department  thinks  there  is  manifest  propriety 
in  this,  since  those  consuls  possess  judicial  funo- 
tions,  and  are  often  called  upon  to  decide  qoesttons 
between  oitixens  of  the  United  States  eocased  in 
trade." 

Tien-Tsin  is  the  only  considerable  port  in 
the  Chinese  empire  that  has'  not  a  salaried 
official  as  consul. 

Mr.  BANKS.     I  call  the  previous  question 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  being  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BANICS.  I  desire  to  read,  in  reply  to 
my  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  an  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  commissioner  who  was 
sent  out  to  examine  the  consulates  at  China, 
and  who  stopped  just  long  enough  at  Tien- 
Tsin  to  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAWES.     What  is  his  name? 

Mr.  BANKS.  His  name  is  De  B.  Randolph 
Keim.     He  says: 

"The  existence  of  a  powerfnl  element,  still  no- 
weaned  from  the  prejudices  of  exclusion  and  super- 
stition, and  the  growing  interests  covered  br  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  demand,  in  my  opinion,  a 
speedy  establishment  here  of  a  full  consulate,  the 
official  head  to  beacitixen  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  competent  salary.  This  officer  should  be  one  of 
experience  in  consular  affairs  as  well  as  of  familiar- 
ity with  Chinese  character,  customs,  and  gOTem- 
mental  concerns." 

And  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter  on 
this  subject  to  the  committee,  last  year,  says: 

"The  oriental  consulates  have  all  been  pfaced 
upon  the  footing  of  schedule  B,  and  it  is  proposed 
not  to  permit  these  consuls  to  engage  inousiaeis. 
The  Department  thinks  there  is  manifest  propriety 
in  this,  since  those  consuls  possess  Jadicial  fano- 
tions,  and  are  often  called  upon  to  decide  <iaestiont 
between  dtisens  of  the  Umted  States  ongactd  in 
trade." 

I  have  nothing  further  to  say  on  the  bilL 

Mr.  BUTLEli,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask  my 
colleague  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  BANKS.     I  yield  to  the  gentlemau. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
know,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Keim, 
the  consular  agent  of  whom  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Dawes]  has  spoken,  has  done  his  duty  ;  but  I 
think  it  is  a  little  harsh  upon  kirn  to  arraira 
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bin  before  the  cOQntrr  where  he  has  no  oppor- 
tDDitj  to  be  beard.  I  do  not  know  whether 
be  traveled  too  many  or  too  few  miles.  I 
assume  that  all  officers  do  tlieir  duty  until  the 
contrary  is  proven.  Bat  here  is  a  printed 
document  containing  some  one  hundred  and 
eigbtr- three  pages  of  reports  upon  what  he 
found  out  about  our  consulates.  I  find  in  the 
document  quite  a  large  quantity  of  matter 
upon  quite  a  number  of  consulates.  This  much 
ia  due  to  a  gentleman  whom  I  never  saw,  to 
my  remembrancef  and  whom  I  do  not  know 
that  I  shall  ever  see. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  A  very  estimable  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  speak 
on  this  question  without  prejudice. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  '  I  suppose  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would 
travel  nearly  as  many  miles  to  reach  tho  same 
points. 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  this 
man  Keim  is  not  the  man  wbo  went  to  San 
Domineo,  and  after  coming  back  wrote  a 
flashy  book  on  it,  and  was  then  sent  around 
the  world  on  pay  from  the  Government? 

Mr.  BIJTLEU,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
know.  He  certainly  could  not  have  accom- 
plithed  all  this  tour  of  duty  since  the  time  the 
San  Domingo  report  was  written.  I  do  not 
know  this  gentleman  at  all.  I  only  say  that  he 
stopped  at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  on  bis  way, 
ana  reported  the  consulate  there  in  good  con- 
dition, a  fact  the  publicity  of  which  is  due  to  the 
gentleman  berving  there,  whose  name,  for  some 
good  reason,  I  doubt  not,  has  beea  singled  out 
to  be  drawn  into  this  debate  before  the  Bouse. 
I  want  now  to  say  further,  that  gentleman  be- 
ing attacked  in  public  newspapers  while  abroad 
in  a  foreign  country,  not  being  able  to  defend 
himself,  with  very  gross  charges,  has  asked  of 
theSecretary  of  State  the  ri^ht  and  the  privilege 
of  haviogajgentleman,  a  consular  agent,  not 
Mr.  Keim,  sent  out  to  report  on  those  charges, 
sod  General  Starring,  a  gallant  officer  of  the 
war,  has  gone  out  to  investigate  those  charges 
at  the  request  of  Consul  General  Butler,  of 
Alexandria,  Egypt,  whose  record  I  will  ven- 
ture to  predict  will  be  found  without  stain. 

Now,  I  have  a  word  further  to  say,  with  the 
leave  of  my  colleague,  on  another  topic  that 
has  been  introduced  in  this  debate,  and  that  is 
this :  that  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  this  self- 
abnegation  of  Representatives  in  Congress.  I 
do  not  understand  why,  when  a  man  is  elected 
to  Coogress,  he  is  so  far  thereby  incapacitated 
that  be  cannot  tell  which  of  his  constituents 
will  make  a  good  officer  of  the  Qoverment.  I 
propose  for  myself  to  insist  that  I  believe  I 
know  among  my  constituents  good  men,  true 
men,  honest  wen,  men  who  would  make  good, 
honest,  and  faithful  servants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  believe  it  is  a  part  of  my  privilege 
tod  my  duty  to  make  a  recommendation  of 
those  men  to  the  Government  whenever  the 
Government  needs  public  servants — not  only 
my  privilege  as  a  citizen,  but  my  duty  as  a 
Heprescntative  of  the  constituency  who  sent 
me  here  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  but  that  I  know 
iS  much  about  their  fitness  for  office  as  any 
broken- down  schoolmaster  in  the  land.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  believe  I  am  as  capable  of  telling 
wbether  a  man  is  fit  for  public  service  who  has 
been  known  as  man  and  boy  to  me  from  youth 
op  as  any  man  wbo  may  ask  him  how  near 
the  sun  is  to  the  earth,  which  is  of  no  conse- 
quence whether  the  officer  knows  or  not,  unless 
it  gets  so  near  as  to  scorch  him  while  he  is 
doing  duty.  [Laughter.]  I  believe  all  that, 
•ir;  and  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the  idea  that 
men  who  have  the  good  fortune,  or  it  would 
•«em  now  the  ill  fortune  to  be  selected  by  their 
fellow-citizens  to  represent  them  in  making  the 
laws  under  which  tney  live,  are  incompetent 
to  ray  who  is  a  fit  man  to  be  a  twelve-hundred 
dollar  clerk  to  copy  the  laws  we  pass  on  a 
sheet  of  paper.  I  only  wish  to  say  that  much, 
snd  if  any  man  does  not  think  he  is  competent 
to  make  recommendations  to  office,  I  can  give 


him  a  sure  remedy,  and  that  is,  quit  recom- 
mending.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  now  ask  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
130,  noes  85. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  BANES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LYNCH.    Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired? 
The  SPEAKER.    It  has  not. 

NORTHWESTERN  BOUNDART. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  take  up  and  consider  joint  resolution 
No.  67,  authorizing  the  survey  and  marking  of 
the  boundary  between  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of 
the  Rocky  mountains. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Mercor  in  the  chair.) 

The  joint  resolution  was  read.  The  first  sec- 
tion provides  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  be  authorized  to  co<5perare  with  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  .a  joint  commission,  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  and  estimates  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral A.  A.  Humphreys,  chief  of  engineers, 
submitted  November  28, 1870,  for  determining 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  possessions  between  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  and  the  Rocky  mountains.  The 
second  section  provides  that  $100,900,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  required,  be  appro- 
priated out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  into  efiect  the 
object  of  the  joint  commission. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  the  fact  that 
this  is  a  joint  resolution,  when  it  should  be  a 
bill.  If  it  be  not  amended  and  made  a  bill 
here,  it  will  be  amended  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
Clerk  changing  the  titlte  of  the  bill  in  that  way. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  cannot  be  changed 
in  the  committee,  but  the  amendment  can  be 
made  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk, 
and  desire  to  have  read,  tho  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afiairs  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject spoken  of  in  the  resolution. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreisa  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  that  portion  of  tho  President's  message 
relating  to  the  northwestern  boundary  between  the 
territorir  of  the  United  States  and  the  posseiuionsof 
Great  Britain,  report  as  follows : 

The  boundary  between  tbu  territory  of  the  United 
States  and  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain  was  sur- 
veyed and  marked  on  the  ground,  from  the  Gulf  of 
Georgia  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  mouDtainsJ>at 
bos  never  be^n  so  surveyed  and  marked  from  that 
point  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  a  distaoce  of  about 
eight  hundred  and  seventy  miles.  In  1823  Major 
Lonf  planted  a  post  at  Pembina,  intended  to  mark 
the  Imeof  the  forty-ninth  parallel,  and  it  was  regard- 
ed as  indicating  the  boundary  between  the  terri- 
tories belonging  to  the  two  (Governments,  until  the 
spring  of  1870.  when  Captaia  D.  P.  Uealy,  of  the 
corps  of  engineers,  acting  under  the  instructions 
of  Major  Oeneral  Hancock,  took  observations  to 
determine  the  true  position   of  the  forty-ninth 

Sarallel.  The  result  shows  that  the  poet  planted  by 
[njor  Long  is  about  one  mile  too  far  south,  and 
establishes  the  fact  that  a  British  fort  is  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States. 

In  referring  to  that  region,  in  b  is  report  of  No  vem- 
her,  1870,  Qeueral  Hancock  says.  (Message and  aooom- 
panying  Documeots,  1870-71:) 

"The  valley  of  the  Red  river,  in  our  territory, is 
one  of  tho  richest  in  the  country,  and  will  support  a 
large  population,  whicb^ithout  doubt,  will  occupy 
it  at  no  distant  day.  Darinir  next  summer  two 
great  railroads,  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Saint  Paul 
and  Pacific,  having  railroad  connections  with  the 
Atlantic  soa-board,  will  strike  Red  river  at  points 
about  sixty  miles  apart;  and  it  will  probably  be  but 


a  few  yoars  longer  when  a  railroad  will  run  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  river,  from  Its  source  to  Lake  Win- 
nipeg, which  will  give  such  facilities  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  crops  hereafter  to  be  raised  in  this 
great  valley  that  it  may  safely  be  predicted  that  it 
will  not  bo  long  before  the  population  of  that  part 
of  it  within  our  territory  will  be  sufficient  to  form  a 
powerful  State.  I  know  of  no  great  body  of  land  in 
a  northern  climate  which  is  so  likely  to  prove  so 
valuable  for  the  raising  of  wheat,  or  where  toe  prices 
of  laod  will  rise  so  rapidly.''  ♦  ♦  •  ♦  "In 
view  of  the  growing  importance  of  the  country  in 
question,  I  would  recommend  that  early  measures 
be  inaugurated  whereby  our  boundary  may  be 
authoritatively  determined. " 

When  the  fact;,  established  by  these  observations 
became  known,  the  United  States  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Pembina  asked  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Toosury  as  to  which  post  ho  should  regard  as 
tho  true  point  of  boundary,  the  one  planted  by 
Mojor  LonK,  or  that  planted  by  Captain  Heap. 

On  the  13th  day  of  August,  1870,  the  aotins  Secre- 
tary of  State  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  informins  that  Department 
that  no  joint  action  bad  been  taken  by  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  for  marking  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground  that  portion  of  the  boundary 
along  the  forty-ninth  parallel  which  extends  trom 
the  Lnkeof  the  Woods  lo  the  Rocky  mountains,  and 
suggesting  that  no  proceedings  bo  adopted  by  the 
cusium-house  authorities  which  would  disturb  the 
existing  condition  of  things  on  the  border  until  the 
British  Oovernment  could  be  informed  of  the  dis- 
covery which  had  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
engineer  corps. 

(Jn  tho  15in  of  August,  1870,  the  acting  Secretary 
of  State  transmitted  acony  of  his  letter  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  Mr.  Motley,  and  requested  him 
to  inform  tho  British  Oovernment  of  the  discovery 
which  had  been  made  by  the  engineer  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  the  true  location  of  the 
boundary,  as  ascertained  by  the  usual  scientific 
method  of  determining  such  matters,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  in  a  letter  to  Earl  (iranville.  dated 
October  17, 1870. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1870,  Sir  Edward  Thorn- 
ton, in  a  letter  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  State, 
says: 

**  Whether  the  post  which  was  erected  last  spring 
is  on  the  forty-ninth  parallel  or  not  can  easily  be 
verified;  but  in  the  meantime  it  would  bo  very  de- 
sirable that  the  small  force  now  in  that  neighbor- 
hood should  remain  there  for  the  protection  of  per* 
sons  and  the  security  of  the  mails.  The  only  shelter, 
however,  which  they  can  find  is  in  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company's  fort.  The  Governor  General  has  there- 
foro  forwarded  a  request  to  the  Canadian  (stovern- 
ment  that  I  would  confer  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
as  to  tho  expediency  of  allowing  tho  boundary  line 
which  was  run  by  Cfaptain  Pope  to  be  considered  as 
the  boundary  for  tho  present,  until  the  real  bound- 
ary is  ascertained  and  finally  settled,  so  that  the 
Hudson  Bay  post  may  be  used  a»  a  shelter  during 
the  winter:  for  tbe^  couMder  that  it  is  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  inhabitants  on  both  sides  of  the  line 
that  order  should  be  preserved  on  the  frontier,whieh 
result  can  beet  be  attained  by  a  bod^  of  troops  ot 
both  nations  being  stationed  in  its  vicinity.'* 

The  President  of  thoUuited  States,  in  his  mcsssfe 
to  the  Forty- First  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  its 
third  session,  recommended  the  authorisation  of  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  to  act  in  concert  with 
a  commibi>ion  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  to  survey  and  mark  on  the  ground 
the  boundary  line  between  the  British  possessions 
and  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  and  that  an  appropriation  bo  made  for  that 
purpose  according  to  the  estimates  made  by  the 
chief  of  the  corps  of  engineers.  In  pursuance  of 
that  recommendation,  a  joint  resolution  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1871,  by  a  majority  of  forty-seven  votes,  grant- 
ing the  authority  asked  for  by  the  President,  and 
making  the  necessary  appropriation.  From  want  of 
time  the  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  by  the  Sen- 
ate. In  his  late  message,  addressed  to  the  Forty- 
Seoond  Congress,  at  its  second  session,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  renewed  bis  recommendation 
in  the  following  terms: 

**  I  renew  the  recommendation  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  determining  the  true  position  of  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  where  it  forms  the  bonnd- 
ary  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  North 
American  possessions,  between  tho  Lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 
The  early  action  of  Congress  on  this  recommenda- 
tion would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  plaoe  a  foroo  in  the  field  during  the  next 
summer.  ' 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  Joint  resolution. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  As  is  stated  in  the  report, 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  survey  to  be 
made,  and  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpose,  passed  the  House  during  tho  last 
session  ot  the  Forty* First  Congress  by  a  large 
majority,  after  full  discussion.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  occupy  the. time  of  the  House  at 
any  lenj^th  upon  this  question  nnnecessarilv ; 
and  I  shall  in  a  f<*w  'minutes,  unless  it  be  the 
wish  of  the  committee  that  there  shall,  be  de- 
bate, ask  that  the  committee  rise  and  report, 
the  joint  resolution.  The  joint  resolutioo  whose 
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passage  is  recommended  by  the  committee  is 
that  which  has  already  passed  the  House. 

The  line  proposed^  to  be  surveyed  and  de- 
termined under  existing  treaties  by  a  general 
commission )  to  be  appointed  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments, embraces  the  space  extending  west- 
ward from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  crest 
of  the  Rocky  mountains.  The  entire  boundary 
between  the  territories  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  except  that  one  link,  has 
been  determined  by  previous  treaties. 

The  title  to  Uie  islands  in  Passamaqnoddy 
bay  was  determined  in  the  treaty  of  Uhent, 
of  1814.  What  is  known  as  the  northeastern 
boundary,  extending  along  the  frontiers  of 
Maine,  Vermont,  and  a  portion  of  New  York, 
to  St.  Regis,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  was 
established  under  the  treaty  of  1842,  while 
from  St.  Regis  to  the  foot  of  the  Neebish 
rapids,  near  St.  Joseph's  Island  and  Muddy 
lake,  the  boundary  line  was  marked  on  the 
map  prepared  for  that  jpurpose  under  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  sixth  article.  The  line  extending 
from  the  foot  of  Neebish  rapids  to  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  was 
established  under  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1842.  The  line  extending  from  the 
crest  of  the  Rocky  mountains  west  to  the 
coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean  was  defined  and 
marked,  and  the  boundaries  established  under 
the  treaty  of  1846 4  leaving  the  water  bound- 
ary between  the  continent  and  Vancouver's 
Island  undetermined,  which  is  now  a  question 
of  ai'bitration  before  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many. From  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  west- 
ward to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky  mountains 
the  boundary  line  has  never  been  surveyed 
and  marked  by  monuments.  The  appropria- 
tion asked  for  this  purpose  is  $100,000,  wnich 
is  based  upon  an  elaborate  estimate,  made  in 
detail  by  the  chief  engineer.  The  amount 
asked  for  is  verpr  small.  The  length  of  time 
to  be  occupied  in  marking  the  boundary  and 

f  lacing  the  monuments,  may  be  three  years, 
he  engineers  state  that  it  will  be  from  two 
to  three  years,  depending  upon  the  character 
of  the  seasons.  If  the  seasons  be  severe  and 
the  weather  inclement  a  greater  length  of 
time  will  be^  required  than  if  the  weather  be 
otherwise. 

I  need  not  say  to  the  committee  that  the 
small  amount  of  $100,000  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  furnish  a  good- sized  array  with  a  single 
breakfast.  And  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  fact  that  almost  all  wars 
between  nations  arise  upon  questions  of  bound- 
ary. This  has  not  only  been  the  case  in  Eu- 
rope, but  it  has  been  our  own  history.  Our 
war  with  Mexico  arose  on  a  question  of  bound- 
ary. And  we  were  on  the  verge  of  war  with 
Great  Britain,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
northeastern  boundary,  but  as  to  the  country 
west  of  tho  Rocky  mountains.  Wisdom  and 
patriotism  then  alike  dictate  that  means  be 
taken  so  as  to  establish  this  boundary,  in  order 
that  all  questions  of  dispute  between  the  two 
Powers  may  be  avoided ;  that  the  people  in  the 
large  settlements  which  have  grown  up  along 
the  line  of  the  forty- ninth  parallel  north  may 
know  on  which  side  of  the  line  they  live. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
message  sent  down  during  the  third  session  of 
the  Forty-First  Goneress,  called  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  &ct  that  a  point  upon  the 
Red  River  of  the  North,  where  a  post  had  been 
placed  to  mark  the  intersection  of  that  line  of 

?arallel  with  the  Red  river,  was  too  far  south, 
he  claim  now  is  that  the  post  is  one  mile  too 
far  south,  and  that  the  British  fort  is  that  far 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

I  shall  no  longer  ocouppy  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  and  unless  some  gentlemen 
desire  to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  I  shall  move 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  reso- 
lution, and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
appropriation  instead  of  being  small,  as  has 
been  stated,  is  very  large.    The  amoimt  of 


country  to  be  surveyed  is  inconsiderable,  and 
the  amount  asked  is  $100,000.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  committee  is  not  in  possession  of  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Yes,  my  friend,  they  are 
here. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  I 
am  glad  that  they  are  here,  and  I  hope  that 
before  the  committee  votes  on  this  subject  the 
Clerk  will  read  the  estimates.  The  truth  is, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  whatever  concerns  the 
operations  of  this  Government  outside  of  its 
own  limits,  and  in  connection  with  other  Gov- 
ernments, is  uniformly  made  the  pretense  for 
extravagance  in  expenditures. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  will  ask  my  friend  now, 
in  all  candor,  to  specify  the  items  which  are 
extravagant  in  this  case. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  specify  all  of  them.  We 
arc  to  have  our  commission,  and  the  British 
Governmentits  commission.  I  wish  my  friend 
from  Ohio  had  the  estimates  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  this  service  here.  I  think 
it  will  be  found  in  this  case  just  like  the  ex- 
traordinary spectacle  exhibited  in  reference  to 
the  manaeement  of  the  suit  at  Geneva,  where 
we  send  three  attorneys  like  Caleb  Cashing  to 
attend  to  our  case,  while  the  British  Govern- 
ment sends  a  single  lawyer  there  to  attend  to 
her  interest.  We  can  anord  to  pay  attorneys* 
fees  to  three  of  the  first  lawyers  of  the  nation, 
while  Great  Britain,  with  commendable  econ- 
omy, employs  a  single  attorney  and  pays  him 
an  ordinary  fee.  I  should  like  to  see  the  esti- 
mate the  British  Government  has  made  of  the 
expenditure  for  this  survey  of  eight  hundred 
miles.  We  propose  to  pav  over  a  hundred 
dollars  a  mile  for  locating  the  line  on  our  side. 
Sir,  the  Government  is  amply  supplied  with 
engineers  competent  to  perform  this  duty ;  but 
we  must  employ  persons  who  are  not  now  in 
the  Government  employ. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Do  I  understand  my  friend 
to  say  that  we  propose  to  pay  over  a  hundred 
dollars  a  mile? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  present  estimate  is 
$100,000,  and  that  is  the  estimate  for  a  single 
year,  and  the  gentleman  himself  admits  that 
the  survey  will  probably  occupy  two  or  three 
years.  I  believe  that  tnis  is  only  an  estimate 
for  a  single  year, 

Mr.  SWANN.     That  is  so. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  friend  from  Maryland 
says  it  is  an  estimate  for  a  single  year,  and  the 
presumption  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is, 
that,  instead  of  $100,000,  this  survey  will  cost 
the  Government  at  least  $250,000.  I  say  again 
that  whenever  a  duty  is  to  be  performed  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  country,  or  in  connection 
with  any  other  nation,  it  is  uniformly  made 
the  occasion  for  unnecessary  and  extravagant 
expenditure.  I  do  not  see  that  any  $100,000 
is  necessary  for  this  purpose.  I  am  not  willing 
to  make  this  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  appear  respectable  among  the 
nations,  as  was  suggested  in  record  to  the 
consulate  just  now.  It  was  said  then  that  we 
should  increase  the  salary  of  these  consulates 
in  order  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
may  appear  respectable  among  the  monarchies 
of  Europe.  Tnat  such  a  sentiment  should  be 
uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  American  Congress 
is  monstrous.  .1  say  that  such  a  Government 
as  this  should  be  honored  in  the  estimation  of 
the  whole  world,  as  its  Representatives  desire 
to  administer  the  Government  for  the  people, 
and  display  their  republicanism  in  economy 
and  retrenchment  and  reform.  I  do  not 
believe  that  $100,000  is  necessary  for  this 
purpose.  I  do  not  believe  that  $250,000  is 
necessary  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  and 
taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  to 
survey  this  line  of  eight  hundred  miles. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Will  my  friend  allow  me 
to  ask  him  how  many  astronomers,  engineers, 
surveyors,  and  chain-bearers  will  be  necessary? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  believe  it  is  all  stated  in 
this  estimate ;  bat  I  give  you  my  word  for  it  that 


just  as  many  astronomers  and  eDgioeen  and 
surveyors  and  other  officers  will  be  employed 
as  can  be  employed.  There  ia  not  a  doubt 
about  that.  The  only  question  is,  what  appro- 
priation can  be  got  through  this  House  for  tlie 
employment  of  these  gentlemen  of  elegant  at- 
tainments, and  probably  of  elegant  leisure?  I 
now  ask  that  the  estimate  shall  be  read  at  the 
Clerk's  desk,  so  that  we  may  see  what  ideas  of 
economy  the  chief  of  engineers  has,  and  what 
proper  expenditures  should  be  made. 
Tne  Clerk  read  as  follows : 


EtAimaU  tuf  probable  coH  of  a  eommitncn  for 

ing  and  marking  the  boundariee  between  th^  Ihtiud 
Statee  and  tJie  BrUteh  poeeeseione. 


•»•••«••••••■ 
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Perv^ar. 

2.000 
3.000 
..-  2L000 
....    2,000 

....  4.000 

.  6.000 

.—  7.200 

...  1.200 

...  4.320 

».  2000 


Organization, 

1  commission.  $4.000 » •.»... 

1  secretary.  $2,000 

1  chief  astronomer,  $3,000 

1  surgeon.  $2,000 

1  quartermaster  and  commissary,  $2,000 

Two  astronomical  parties: 

2  assistant  astronomers,  at  $2,000..... ..... 

4  sab-assistants,  at  $1,500 

12  men— 2  at  $75. 10  at  $15— $G00  per  month 

2  cooks  at  $50— $100  per  month 

8  teamsters,  at  $45— $360  per  month 

4  mesa-men,  at  $45— $180  per  month. ...^.. 

50  pack-mules,  or  8  wagons  and  36  mules. 

Two  sarveying  parties : 

2  surveyors,  at  $1.800 »....  3,600 

2  assistant  surveyors,  at  $1.200 2,400 

20  men— 4  at  $75. 10  at  $45— $1,021)  per  month...  12^ 

2  cooks  at  $50— $100  per  month U20O 

4  teamsters,  at  $45— $180  per  month ........^  2,160 

4  mess-men,  at  $45— $180  per  month 2,160 

30  pack-mules,  or  4  wagons  and  20  moles. 

Seventy-one  persons;  four  hundred  and  thirty 
rations  per  month,  nt  fifty  cents,  $1,065  per  month. 
Fnty-six  to  eighty  animals;  forage  cannot  be  cor- 
reoUy  estimated. 

Reeapitulationforfirti  year. 

Pay  of  officers  and  assistants, 

Pa/  of  employ6s » ^ 

Subsistence  for  seventy-one  person^  at  fifty 
cents  per  day 

Wagons,  mules,  and  forage  for  transporta- 
tion of  parties  in  tho  field m.......»... 

Camp  equipage,  (twenty-five  tents,  cooking 
ntensils,  axes,  &c.) 

Instruments,  (depends  upon  tho  number  on 

Transportation  of  supplies  from  depots,  (oon- 
jeotural) 

Traveling  expenses  of  individuals,  (eoni< 
tural) „, 

Miscellaneous..... 
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$29,000 
32L6I0 

UOOO 

9.500 

3.000 

84)00 

9.000 

24X10 

24»0 


Total. 
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Mr.  HOLMAN.  M7  friend  [Mr.  Moroah] 
has  referred  to  the  expense  of  armies.  I  man 
say  that  this  estimate  of  the  expense  for  per* 
forming  duties  for  which  ordinary  citizeot  are 
qualified  seems  to  embrace,  if  not  an  armj, 
at  least  the  following  of  an  army.  The  low* 
est  salary,  I  believei  even  of  the  persona  era- 
ployed  to  provide  the  elegant  and  sumjptaona 
feasts  contemplated  here,  is  fifty  dollars  a 
month.  1  do  not  object  to  that  so  much,  but 
I  do  object  to  the^eneral  estimate  of  $100,000 
a  year  for  two  or  three  years. 

Now,  I  suggest  t<o  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Morgan]  that  if  the  amount  of  this  appropri- 
ation was  limited  to  $50,000,  and  the  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  engineer  burean  of 
this  Government  understood  that  that  was  the 
limit  of  this  appropriation,  I  have  no  doobt 
that  he  could  find  the  necessary  competent 
agents  by  whom  this  work  could  be  accom- 
plished. I  do  not  believe  it  is  our  privilege 
or  our  duty  to  appropriate  money  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  employing  quite  a  large  body 
of  men  to  survey  this  short  line,  and  therefore 
move  to  strike  out  '<  $100,000''  and  to  insert 
**  $50,000.''  And  I  would  be  glad  to  see  that 
sum  limited  as  the  only  sum  to  be  applied  to 
this  purpose,  for  I  cannot  believe  that  a  larger 
sum  is  needed. 

Mr.  8WANN.  Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  I  was  requested  to  report 
a  bill  similar  to  the  present  for  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  House.  It  was  carefully  consido 
ered  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflbirs. 
The  estimates  of  General  Humphreys,  the 
chief  of  engineers,  were  considered  with  all 
the  regard  to  economy  uhich  I  am  sure  that 
committee  have  been  disposed  to  introduce 
into  every  bill  that  has  been  reported  by  them* 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


421 


The  meastire  came  iip  and  was  promptly  passed 
by  this  House,  owiog  to  the  urgency  of .  the 
application  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
that  this  northwestern  boundary  question  might 
be  settled  pendinf^  the  negotiations  then  going 
on  with  Great  Britain. 

There  were  complications  growing  up  which 
might  have  embroiled  this  country  with  Great 
Britain  at  any  moment  It  was  found  that  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  had  a  post  located  a 
mile  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
Our  custom*house  officers  were  at  fault ;  they 
did  not  know  what  territory  belonged  to  the 
United  States  and  what  to  Great  Britain. 
They  were  therefore  anxious  and  urgent,  as 
were  all  the  officers  of  the  GoTemment,  that 
we  should  settle  this  question  upon  some  fair 
and  just  basis,  in  order  that  this  cause  of 
irritation  might  be  removed. 

Now,  sir,  I  examined  vei^  carefully  at  the 
time  the  estimates  submitted  by  General  Hum- 
phr^s,  chief  engineer  of  the  Army,  who  had 
bad  tbe  matter  under  consideration.  He  re- 
ported the  estimates  which  have  been  read 
from  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  I  will  say,  from  my 
knowledge  of  such  estimates,  (I  do  not  profess 
to  be  a  professional  engineer,  but  I  have  been 
connected  with  extensive  operations  where 
engineers  have  been  employed,  and  I  know 
the  rate  of  compensation  that  has  been  allowed 
to  such  persons  in  somewhat  similar  cases,) 
that  although  the  amount  here  called  for  may 
appear  large,  still,  when  you  come  to  consider 
the  delicacy  of  this  duty,  requiring  the  nicest 
calculations  and  the  greatest  accuracy  of  de- 
tail ;  when  you  come  to  consider  the  country 
throDgh  which  these  engineers  will  have  to 
pass  and  the  climate  that  they  will  have  to 
encounter;  when  you  consider  the  estimate 
diat  is  placed  upon  skilled  engineers,  upon 
scientific  men^  who  are  required  to  be  con- 
nected with  this  commission,  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  the  aggregate  of  this  estimate 
of  General  'Humphreys  is  not  extravagant  for 
running  this  important  line  of  nearly  eight 
hondred  miles  through  a  territory  where,  if 
we  went  into  civil  life  to  procure  assistance, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  offer  a  premium  to 
obtain  proper  men  who  would  risK  their  lives 
upon  such  a  survey. 

I  therefore  concur  with  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  who  have  examined  this  bill 
very  carefully,  in  the  belief  that  General  Hum- 
phreys has  not  made  a  mistake  in  the  estimate 
whicn  he  has  submitted  to' the  committee  and 
to  this  Hoose.  It  was  an  estimate  based  upon 
what  was  proper  and  practicable  to  be  done, 
if  we  desire  to  run  this  line  and  put  a  stop  to 
diis  cause  of  irritation  between  Great  Britain 
1^  our  own  country.  It  is  necessary  to  make 
an  appropriation  sufficient  to  accomplish  the 
ohiect  which  we  have  in  view. 

Now.  sir,  my  friend,  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  [Mr.  Holman,]  and  who,  I  confess,  is  a 
faithful  guardian  of  the  Treasury,  does  not 
appear  to  attach  a  proper  estimate  to  the  labor 
and  skill  of  the  engineers  whom  it  is  proposed 
to  employ  upon  this  survey.  Tou  require 
astronomers;  you  require  men  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  that  line  of  duty.  And  where 
yon  employ  men  of  that  description,  where 
you  employ  men  to  undertake  so  difficult,  so 
arduous,  and  so  perilous  a  duty,  you  must  pay 
for  their  services.  And  I  venture  to  say  tnat 
if  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,]  who 
has  spoken  upon  this  subject,  were  to  under- 
take to  go  into  the  country  to  detail  a  body  of 
billed  engineers  who  would  be  competent  to 
nm  this  lino,  he  would  find  that  he  would  not 
he  able  to  make  a  report  more  favorable  than 
that  upon  the  Clerk's  desk,  preparf^^  by  Gen- 
eral Humphreys. 

Take,  lor  instance,  the  astronomer.  You 
want  one  of  the  first  class ;  a  man  who  will 
make  no  mistake  in  his  calculations,  bis  sur- 
▼eys,  and  his  observations.  Yon  want  engin- 
eers of  the  same  high  class-Tengineers  who 
would  not  be  objected  to  by  Great  Britain  in  case 
a  dispute  adiould  spring  up  hereafter.  In  order 


to  accomplidi  this  otiject,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  services  of  such  men,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  expenses  of  this  survey  should  be  gradu- 
ated accordingly.  We  therefore  thought  when 
I  had  charge  of  this  bill  in  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  that  the  estimate  submitted 
by  General  Humphreys  was  not  extravagant, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  settling  this  line 
upon  a  basis  that  could  not  be  objected  to  by 
Great  Britain  in  case  she  should  think  proper 
to  raise  a  question  about  the  manner  in  which 
the  surrev  oad  been  made. 

As  to  tne  amount  of  the  appropriation,  it  is, 
afier  all,  but  a  mere  bagatelle,  considering  the 
importance  of  the  object  to  be  accomplished. 
What  is  an  expenditure  of  $800,000,  scattered 
over  three  years,  to  settle  a  great  quesnton  of 
this  sort — a  question  involving,  it  might  be, 
the  peace  of  two  great  nations ;  for,  as  my 
friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Morgan]  very  justly 
remarked,  there  is  nothing  calculated  to  pro- 
duce more  irritation  than  questions  of  disputed 
boundary  between  two  nations,  where  each 
believes  itself  right  in  maintaining  the  ground 
upon  which  it  stands.  I  look  upou  this,  there- 
fore, as  a  question  of  national  importance ; 
and  the  House  so  considered  it  at  the  time 
when  the  ^estion  was  before  acted  on  here, 
and  but  for  an  inadvertence  in  the  Senate,  but 
for  the  fact  that  the  measure  was  accidentally 
overlooked  in  the  committee  to  which  it  was 
referred,  the  bill  would  be  a  law  to-  day.  When 
the  measure  came  back  to  this  House  it  failed 
upon  some  ground  that  I  was  never  able  to 
understand. 

Now,  after  we  have  concluded  a  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  leaving  this  question  I  believe 
as  the  only  outstanding  difficulty  that  is  likely 
to  spring  up  under  any  circumstances  here- 
after— when  the  settling  of  this  question  is  all 
that  remains  to  be  accomplished  in  order  to 
place  our  relations  with  Great  Britain  on  a  last- 
mg  basis — 1  do  not  think  that  this  House  ought 
to  hesitate  one  moment  in  voting  the  appropri- 
ation as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  for- 
eign Affiairs.  It  is  right  and  it  is  just.  With 
due  deference  to  my  triend  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holmak]  I  say  that  these  estimates  are  not 
extravagant.  From  my  experience  with  rail- 
road men  and  engineers— to  say  nothing  about 
skilled  astronomers  and  men  of  science  who 
are  to  be  connected  vrith  this  survey — I  say, 
sir,  that  the  work  could  not  be  accomplished 
at  more  reasonable  rates  or  upon  a  better  basis 
tJian  that  which  has  been  recommended  by  the 
dliief  engineer  of  the  United  States. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  bill  will  be  passed, 
and  passed  without  amendment,  so  that  this 
last  cause  of  irritation  between  these  two  great 
nations  will  be  settled,  and  settled  finally.  I 
hope  that  now,  when  we  are  trying  to  acyust 
all  outstanding  causes  of  difference,  we  shall 
not  longer  keep  alive  these  causes  of  disagree- 
ment which  at  any  moment  may  produce  a 
war  between  these  nations,  but  that  we  shall 
go  forth  in  unison,  as  two  great  Powers  ought 
to  do,  to  advance  the  cause  of  civilization  by 
their  influence  and  their  power.  I  trust  that 
this  last  stumbling-block  may  thus  be  removed 
satisfiustorily,  not  only  to  this  Government,  but 
to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  I 
may  add,  to  all  who  may  be  interested  in  it, 
in  view  of  a  lasting  peace  between  two  such 
Powers,  and  the  claims  of  a  progressive  civil- 
ization. 

Mr.  HEBEFOBD.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  queetion.  Our  Government  is 
constancy  at  great  expense  educating  engin- 
eers at  West  Point,  who  receive  salaries  from 
the  (Government  ail  the  time ;  and  why  is  it 
that  when  they  are  sent  out  upon  any  extra 
service  we  must  make  additional  appropria- 
tions for  them  7 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  will  state  to  my  friend  from 
West  Virginia  [Mr.  HmiroBD]  that  while  this 
bill  was  pending  before  the  House,  I  made  in- 
quiry at  the  War  Department,  and  the  other 
Departments,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was 
any  engineer  force  tkat  could  be  detailed  for  this 


purpose.  I  was  informed  that  the  engineers 
were  all  employed  upon  public  duty  all  over  the 
country,  and  that  none  of  them  could  be  with- 
drawn without  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  W.  B.  ROBERTS.  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  gentleman  be- 
gins his  remarks  I  desire  to  ask  this  question, 
whether  during  the  last  two  years,  whenever  a 
proposition  has  been  made  to  survey  a  river 
anywhere  in  the  United  States,  the  argument 
has  not  been  made,  it  will  cost  nothing,  as  the 
survey  would  be  made  by  our  own  engineers, 
who  were  then  unemployed?  Were  not  all 
these  surveys  allowed  to  be  made  because  there 
would  be  nothing  lost,  as  they  would  be  made 
by  our  own  engineers  already  in  the  service  of 
the  Government?  Has  not  that  been  the  argu- 
ment for  over  two  years,  and  almost  ever  since 
tbe  close  of  the  war? 

Mr.  SWANN.  i  will  state,  in  reply  to  tlie 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  that  he  is  to  some 
extent  correct.  I  have  already  stated  that  I 
called  upon  the  proper  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  know  whether  or  not  engineers  could 
be  detailed,  and  the  reply  was  that  they  were 
fully  employed  on  State  and  other  duty  in  every 
part  of  the  country — that  they  were  all  detailed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  surveys  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  appropriations  made,  or  ex- 
pected to  be,  by  Congress. 

Mr.  W.  R.  KOBBRTS.  Much  as  it  pains 
me  to  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Morgan, jl  1  am  constrained  on  this  occa- 
sion, from  a  high  sense  of  duty,  to  do  so.  I 
think,  sir,  we  owe  it  to  the  people  who  sent  us 
here  to  exercise  a  wise  and  strict  economy  in 
the  expendit  ures  of  this  GovernmenL  We  are 
carrying  to-day  a  load  of  taxation  such  as  few 
people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  now  suffer 
I'rom,  and  one  of  the  grand  problems  that  occupv 
the  minds  of  all  thinking  men,  and  which 
should  engage  the  time  of  our  legislators  to  the 
exclusion  almost  of  every  other,  is  how  we  can, 
with  a  due  regard  to  tbe  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, remove  this  load  from  the  shoulders  of 
the  people,  and  relieve  our  mercantile,  mechan- 
ical, and  manufacturing  interests  from  the  heavy 
taxation  which  so  injurious) v  affects  all.  We 
are  so  accustomed  to  hear  of  expenditures  and - 
to  vote  money  in  this  way,  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $100,000,  like  that  which  is.now  asked 
for,  is  considered  as  a  mere  bagatelle.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  of  the  people's 
money  are  voted  away  under  one  pretext  or 
another,  and  instead  of  this  ^ouse,  or  the 
party  who  are  responsible  before  the  country, 
lightening  our  burdens,  we  are  only  adding  to 
them  day  after  day. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  is  required.  We  are  told 
that  it  is  a  wise  appropriation  on  several 
grounds,  and  that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to 
maintain  the  friendship  which  is  supposed  to 
exist  to-dav  between  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  tbe  people  of  Ureat  Britain.  I 
should  willingly  vote  for  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000  to  perpetuate  friendship  and  good 
feeling  and  a  spirit  of  brotherhood  among  the 
people  of  all  nations.  No  man  will  go  further 
in  that  direction  than  myself.  But  it'  we  vote 
for  this  money  under  the  idea  that  we  arc  pro- 
moting  feelings  of  friendship,  or. binding  the 
people  of  America  and  the  people  of  England 
in  bonds  of  amity  and  brotherhood,  we  are 
then  voting  for  it  under  a  gross  delusion  and 
misspprebension,  because  m  that  country  lives 
a  spirit  of  hate,  of  rancor,  and  of  enmitv  to- 
ward this  Republic ;  and  there  never  has  been 
an  opportunity  where  they  could  evince  it 
that  they  have  not  done  so.  If  we  have  claims 
not  recognized  by  Great  Britain  in  relation  to 
this  boundary,  why  do  we  not  come  forward, 
as  this  great  nation  should,  and  say,  **  Here 
we  plant  our  fiag  upon  the  soil  that  belongs  to 
us,  and  here  we  will  remain.*'  No,  sir;  but 
we  are  yielding,  and  have  been  yielding,  time 
and  again,  soil  and  rights  which  belong  to  this 
country  for  the  purpose  ofconmliating  a  nation 
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wbich  never  has  been   and  never  will  be  a 
friend  to  this  Republic. 

Now,  to  take  tue  other  view  of  this  question 
which  has  been  presented,  if  this  boundary 
line  needs  to  be  surveyed,  why  do  we  not  em- 
ploy the  officers  of  the  United  States  to  do 
It?  Here  we  have  one  hundred  officials 
employed  in  the  engineer  department.  They 
are  paid  high  salaries.  They  are  sustained  by 
the  people  of  the  country.  Why  do  we  not 
send  them  to  do  it?  No,  sir;  nothing  of  the 
kind  is  proposed  ;  but  we  are  asked  to  estab- 
lish an  extra  commission,  and  to  send  out  sur- 
veying parties  to  do  the  work  which  ought  to 
be  done  by  the  engineers  whom  we  have  edu- 
cated for  that  purpose.  We  are  now  asked  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,  and  next 
year  we  shall  be  asked  for  another  $100,000. 
and  the  next  year  for  another  $100,000,  ana 
we  do  not  know  where  the  expenditure  is  to 
stop;  and  in  all  probability  the  land,  if  any, 
which  we  may  acquire  by  this  survey  will  go 
to  some  one  of  our  railroad  monopolies,  who 
have  already  absorbed  such  vast  tracts  of  our 
public  domain. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman] 
has  referred  to  the  expenditure  incurred  by 
this  Government  in  8endin|^  agents  abroad  to 
take  part  in  the  Geneva  arbitration.  England 
sends  one  lawyer  to  look  after  her  interests, 
while  we  send  three  lawyers  to  look  after  ours ; 
and  I  approve  of  the  action  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  sending  three  lawyers.  England  need 
only  send  one,  because  in  that  commission  she 
knows  she  has  friends  who  will  protect  her 
interests,  and  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  she  does 
not  require  any  counsel  at  all  to  represent  her 
there.  We,  on  the  contrary,  have  no  friends 
in  that  commission;  and  it  is,  therefore,  all 
the  more  necessary  that  we  should  send  abroad 
counsel  to  protect  our  interests. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill.  If  this  work  be 
necessary,  let  us  select  from  the  officers  of  the 
Army  competent  en^neers  to  do  the  work,  and 
do  not  letns  incur  additional  expense.  But  if 
we  must  have  additional  expense,  if  we  must 
supply  luxurious  appendages  to  the  commis- 
sioners we  send,  let  us  at  least  make  the 
appropriation  as  small  as  possible.  I  shall 
therefore  vote  for  the  amenament  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,]  limit- 
ing the  appropriation  to  $60,000;  but,  for 
inyseif,  J  'am  willing  to  say  we  should  stop 
right  here  and  refuse  to  appropriate  one  dol- 
lar more,  either  now  or  hereafter,  for  this  or 
any  similar  purpose. 

Mr.  BANKK.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  sure 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  will 
not  consider  this  an  extravagant  appropriation 
if  they  consider  all  the  circumstances.  We 
ran  the  line  of  the  forty-ninth  parallel  with 
Great  Britain  some  years  ago,  making  a  sur- 
render of  territory,  as  Adams  claime^  to  the 
line  of  54°  40^.  It  now  appears  that  England 
is  on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  forty- ninth  parallel  is  not  where  the  line 
was  run^  and  this  is  an  appropriation  to  recover 
oar  territory.  I  do  not  suppose  that  England 
would  have  got  upon  our  territory  if  she  had 
known  it,  but  it  is  certain  that  she  is  upon  our 
territory,  and  we  have  a  right,  with  the  coop- 
eration of  England,  to  run  a  new  line,  which 
shall  put  the  boundary  upon  the  right  parallel. 
This  will  give  us  an  important  strip  ot  country 
extending  through  the  Ued  river  valley,  one  of 
the  most  fertile  valleys  of  the  continent.  It 
will  give  us  the  important  post  of  Pembina, 
which  is  now  in  Hudson  bay  territory.  We 
must  send  competent  men  to  run  that  line,  if 
it  is  to  be  properly  run.  We  have  lost  enough 
already  by  the  disregard  of  our  rights  and  by 
the  employment  of  incompetent  men.  The 
whole  difficulty  with  Great  Britain  has  arisen 
from  the  lact  that  our  commissioners  did  not 
examine  the  question  arising  between  the  two 
Governments,  as  tbey  ought  to  have  done.  And 
the  same  thing  migbt  be  said  with  reference 
to  the  northeastern  boundary,  where  an  error 
has  been  ascertained  as  in  this  case. 


It  is  necessary  to  secure  the  territory  which 
belongs  to  us  in  this  most  fertile  valley,  and 
which  gives  us  the  important  trading  post  of 
Pembina,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  member  of 
this  House  can  vote  against  appropriating  the 
sum  of  money  necessary  to  secure  to  us  that 
object  The  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  it 
to  be  necessary  that  this  sum  of  money  should 
be  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  He  has  ex- 
amined the  subject  carefully,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  also  examined  it  carefully.  It 
is  with  their  approval  that  this  appropriation 
is  recommended,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  no 
such  extravagance  will  be  committed  as  has 
been  suggested.  And  I  hope  that  this  appro- 
priation having  already  passed  the  House  in 
a  former  Congress,  it  will  again  be  made 
unanimously  by  this  House* 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  think  if  some  misappre- 
hensions were  cleared  away  there  would  be  no 
opposition  to  the  passing  of  this  measure.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  have  asked,  and  very 
properly  have  asked,  why  is  it  that  the  engineer 
officers  of  our  own  Army  cannot  be  detailed 
for  the  discharge  of  this  duty  ?  That  question, 
sir,  sugj^ested  itself  to  my  own  mind.  When 
this  subject  was  assigned  to  me  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  I  went  to  the  engineer 
office.  I  had  made  an  estimate  which  I  was 
in  hopes  might  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  entire 
expenditure,  but  was  informed  by  the  chief  of 
engineers,  a  gentleman  of  eminent  ability  and 
high  scientific  attainments;  a  gentleman  of 
honesty,  and  having  a  regard  to  economy ;  a 
gentleman  whose  patriotism  is  equal  to  that  of 
any  other  in  the  land,  either  in  the  civil  or 
military  service  ;  I  was  informed  by  him  that 
in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  a  considerable  number  of  civil 
engineers  are  at  this  very  moment  employed 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  upon 
our  public  works. 

One  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  seemed  to  ima^ne  that  it 
was  the  object  of  this  joint  resolution  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  England.  Sir,  the  gentle- 
man is  mistaken.  We  desire  to  protect  our 
own  rights,  not  those  of  England.  And  obser- 
vations have  shown  that  about  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  square  miles  of  territory  hereto- 
fore supposed  to  belong  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  actually  belong  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  fact,  if  the 
observations  lately  made  be  correct,  that  a 
British  fort  is  now  situated  one  mile  south  of 
the  northern  line  of  our  territory.  And  we 
propose  to  do  what,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  To  ben- 
efit Great  Britain?  How?  By  having  a  line 
run  which  will  take  from  her  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  square  miles  of  territory ;  by  hav- 
ing a  line  defined  whereby  our  northern  bound- 
ary will  be  ascertained  and  determined. 

Now,  in  regard  to  these  expenditures,  I 
have  also  one  word  to  say.  The  monuments 
to  mark  this  line  are  planted  one  in  every  mile. 
The  line  extends  over  a  difficult  country,  over 
eight  hundred  miles  in  extent.  I  am  well  satis 
fied,  after  a  close  consideration  of  the  whole 
question,  that  the  estimate  made  by  the  chief 
of  engineers,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  is  moderate, 
and  not  to  be  reduced.  And  I  desire  to  say  a 
single  word  to  the  gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  The  only  rule  to  which  I  will  sub- 
scribe for  my  own  action  as  a  legislator  is  this: 
if  the  Administration  introduces  a  measure 
that  I  believe  to  be  wrong,  I  will  assail,  expose, 
and  denounce  it;  but  when  a  measure  is  right 
on  its  face,  and  one  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  demand,  then,  sir,  no  partisan  influ- 
ence, no  desire  of  cheap  popularity,  can  induce 
me  to  assail  any  measure  on  this  floor  or  else- 
where. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  weall  desire  to  protect 
the  rights  of  our  own  people  individually  and 
collectively,  while  we  desire  to  maintain  our 
national  faith  and  our  national  honor,  there  is 
no  man  upon  this  floor  or  outside  the  walls  of 
this  Hou^e  who  desires  war  or  difficultjr  with 
a  foreign  Power,  which  by  means  of  negotiation 


and  civil  action  can  be  avoided.  Geatlemeo 
talk  of  the  enormoas  expense  proposed  of 
$100,000.  Why,  sir,  as  I  said  in  my  opeaiog 
remarks,  $100,000  would  not  furnish  a  oreak 
fast  for  a  large  army.  We  want  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  this  question  under  the  trettj 
that  already  exists,  and  the  only  question  for 
the  House  to  determine  is,  whether  or  ootwe 
shall  define^  mark,  and  establish  by  proper 
monuments  the  boundary  line  between  the 
territorv  of  the  United  States  and  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain  on  this  continent 

I  now  move  that  the  committee  riao  and 
report  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  suppose  the  vote  msst 
first  be  taken  on  the  amenament  which  I  have 
offered,  and  then  I  wish  to  Bubmit  another 
amendment. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Holman,  to  strike  out  *'  $100,000 '' where 
it  occurs  in  line  one,  section  two,  and  to  insert 
**  $60,000 ''  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  question  was  put ;  and  there  were— ayes 
47,  noes  GO ;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  a  further  const  in- 
sisted on? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  not  inwst  upon  it  if 
we  can  have  a  vote  upon  it  in  the  Hoosebf 
yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  BANES.  We  will  give  yon  a  yea  and 
nay  vote  in  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  do  not  insist  on  a 
further  count.  I  now  move  to  add  to  section 
one  the  following: 

Provided,  however.  That  eorineers  in  the  recalir 
serrioe  of  the  United  States  shall  be  employed  ex- 
clusively as  eogioecrs  in  the  performance  of  toe 
duties  contemplated  by  this  act  without  any  ad- 
ditional salary,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby 
directed  to  make  the  necessary  details  of  encinten 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  There  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  that 

Mr.  MORGAN.  There  are  not  engineer  offi- 
cers enough  in  the  service  to  enable  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  be  detailed  for  this  duty. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  There  arc  plenty 
of  them  here  in  Washington.  • 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment ; 
and  there  were — ayes  34,  noes  08 ;  no  quorum 
voting.  ^- 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mm- 
sachusetts  will  allow  us  to  have  a  vote  in  the 
House  by  yeas  and  nays,  I  will  not  insist  on  s 
further  count. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  us  have  a  vote 
here,  too. 

Mr.  -BANKS.  I  have  no  objection  to  » 
yea  and  nay  vote  beiog  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment. ,  ^ 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  see  whst 
objection  there  can  be  to  letting  the  engineers 
of  the  Armynerform  this  service. 

Mr.  BANKS.  We  have  been  culdng  do^ 
the  Army  so  that  there  are  no  engineer  oft- 
cers  to  do  this  service.  We  cannot  defeat  the 
bill  by  any  such  amendment  as  this. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  MOB- 
OAN*s  motion,  that  the  committee  nsc  w<» 
report  the  bill,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  ''?^i,*°?rg5! 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  "'"•^^  |* 
CUR  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  uooer 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Union  ggn^ 
ally,  and  particularly,  joint  resolution  (n-^ 
No.  67)  authorizing  the  survey  and  marking  0 

the  boundary  between  the  territory  of  the  uw- 
ted  States  and  the  possessions  of  Great  BritWD 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summu 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  had  directed  mm 
to  report  it  back  to  the  House,  with  ihercoom 
mendation  that  it  do  pass.  «  .l. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  now  move  to  amend  tw 
bill  by  striking  out  *»  $100,000"  «"^  J"^^ 
ing**  $60,000.'*  and  by  adding  to  the  nw 
section  the  following  proviso :  .-«iigr 

Provided,  hotoever.  That  enginecri  in  thf  TJJex- 
service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ©niP'f '*?  Jhs 
closively  as  engineers  in  the  performsnot  9* 
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dotlM  ooD tempi  Rtad  br  tkla  Mt  wlthant  taj  addt- 
tiDpil  ■■luT,  and  tbaBaontwr  or  Wu  ii  barabj 
dirMted  to  m*k*  iho  ateamixr  detuli  of  aocioMK 
fur  thatparpon. 

I  oSer  tbeae  u  distioct  propoiiUoof,  to  be 
Toied  on  sepKntely. 

Hr.  BA.NKS.  I  have  an  ttmeadineDt  to 
offer  wbicb  takes  precedence  of  tboae.  It  is 
to  lo  amend  tbejoinc  resolation  aa  to  make  it 
in  tbe  form  of  a  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  direei  that 
10  be  done ;  it  will  be  cogroBsed  aa  a  bill.  The 
quealioa  will  first  be  taken  on  the  pcotiBo. 

The  question  7as  pat  on  the  proviso;  and 
there  were — ajes  seientj- eight,  noes  not 
eoaated. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  for  the  vea*  and  Da;s 
oD  that  prOTiao.  It  would  defeat  the  ol^ecl 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HORQAN.  Let  na  have  the  Teas  and 
oajs.    If  gentlemen  want  a  record  let  them 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  jeas  and  nari. 

No  further  count  being  insiated  upon,  the 
amendmeot  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  ameod- 
meot  moved  b;  Hr.  Holhan,  to 'strike  out 
"(100,000,"  and  to  insert  io  lien  thereof, 
"$50,000.'' 

Ur.  RANDALL.  The  adoptiooofthapro- 
Tiio  renders  the  large  amount  originally  a«lted 
lesaarj,  and  therefore  there  is  great 


Mr.MOaOAN.  TbatisamisUke.  Ifeven 
the  engineer  department  shall  be  able  to  detail 
fiom  its  own  corps  the  officers  necessary  to 
perrarm  this  duty,  it  will  reduce  the  estimate 
only  aboQt  S2S,0tiO. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Is  it  in  order  to  more 
u  ameodiDent  to  the  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  ia. 

Mr.  FAKNSWORTH.  I  more  to  amend 
the  amendment  bo  as  to  make  the  sum  to  be 
inserted  Jn  lieu  of  that  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out,  $76,000  instead  ot  $60,000. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  make  a  parlia. 
mentary  inquiry.  If  the  queslioo  aball  be 
taken  opon  my  proposition  to  insert  $50,000 
tDlieuof  $100,000,  and  the  House  should  Tots 
that  down,  would  it  then  be  in  order  to  move 
to  insert  $76,000? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  molion  woald  then 
be  in  order.  The  preTiooa  qnestion  ia  not 
pending,  and  the  bill  is  open  to  amendment 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  t  will  withdraw  my 
sneDdmcnt  10  the  amendment  for  the  prenent. 

The  question  again  recurred  upon  the  amend' 
toent  moved  by  Mr.  HouilK,  to  reduce  the 
appro priai ion  to  $60,000,  and  being  lakeu,  on 
a  QiTiiion,  there  were — ayes  RT,  noen  68. 

Before  theresalt  of  tbevote  woe  announced, 

Ur.  HOLUAK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  ;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yaaa  97,  nays  S9, 
not  voting  63;  as  follows: 
„IEAS-UMin. 
BuiuD,  Bsatlf.  1 
Btaxlon.  Bright.  1 
an.  Coi.Crilcber 
Du,  Da  Boas.  Dn 
Pwker,  Wilder  D 
OollwHv,  Qriffllh. 
»ck.  iTmidleT.  II 

Inhn  T    IT..^.    II 


JjliiiT.U«r 

Bibl>.rd.  UolmKi 

JfeJuokin,MolI.e 


Speer.  ThoUM  J. 

yia  Tramp.  Vans — 

dtD,  W&lifriiQ,  Weill.  WllliuEi  of  ladlaui.  Jera- 
OiiilH.WiliaD.  Wincheitar,  udYoana-gT. 
„NAY8-MM.n.  Ambl«.  AtoM.  Avorill.  Banko. 
Bury,  Bavcridn.  Binsbam,  O^one  M.  Brooka. 
BaBnton,  Borciord.  Corroll.  WilliBm  T.  Clnrke. 
CobBrn,  CoofBr.  Cotton.  D«waa.  Diokay.  Doall.  Don- 
Dill,  EuBu.  Edwardi.VarMwonh.  Farwall,Ctiarle) 
E>atar,  Sne.  Oeodrloh.  Hale,  Harmer.  Havaos, 
Qialar.  BUl.    Hoar,    Hootbton.   Keller.    Kwr. 


MoOraw.  Ueroer.  ilUahtll,  idaaroe,  Hoore.  Uor- 
■i  Myen.  NedeT.  Orr.  Packard.  luac 


:,  Lanrinr,  ManhaTl,  Harnard, 


h.  Parker,  Pe«k,  Pendleioo,  Aaron  F.  Per 
Perrr.  Poland.  Porter.  Prindle,  Rainer,  Edo 
Riee.  Ruak.  Sawyer.  Sloenm  John  A.  Emitb.  \ 
ioatOD  C.  timitb.  Snapp,  Snyder.  Slev enaoo.  S 
ton,  Btowell.  Stronf,  Swann.  Sypher.  i!a.ffa.  I 
Tnwnaend.WMhiDf  ton  Towannd,  Turner,  Tw.. 
>B*r.  Upson.  Waddeil.  Wallaoe^Walli,  Whi 


Wbiialay,  Whilthorne,  Willord.  Williama  of  Men 
York,  and  Wood-SP. 

NOT  VOTINO-Uasera.  Adama,  B«3k.  Bicbv. 
Auatio  Blair.  Jimes  Brooks.  Buokloy,  Benjamia 
F.  Butler.  Roderiok  R.  Bnller.  Cimpbell,  Freem&n 
Clarke.  Cobb,  Coghlno.  Crabs.  Crtely.  Da  Largo. 
Del.  Elliott.  Hanrr  D.  Foater.  Ualaer.  Hub.  Jab n 
W.  Uailawn.  Hereford.  Uooper.  Keilon,  Kandall, 
KiDtella.  Lamison,  Leacb,  HoCniry.  McHaDry,  Mo- 
Eea.  HcElonev-Herrirk.  Horpbia.  Palmer,  Paroe. 
PtUra,  PUtb  Potter.  Rltoble.  Bobinaou,  Bocen, 
Sariaiit.  Seelar,  Seaaiona,  Slaikweatber.  Stevena, 
St.  Jobn.  Bottierluid,  Tbomaa.  Tnthill,  Warren, 
and  Jobu  T.  Wiiaon-ca. 

So  the  amendmenl  was  agreed  to. 

During  ihe  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  MORGAN  said:  X  desire  to  state  that 
Mr.   McEiKNEi,  mj  colleague,  is  absent  on 

The  bill  (H.  H.  No.  1056}  as  amended  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  readn  third 
time  ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly 
reed  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bit!  was  passed:  and  also 
moved  that  the  notion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  DAWES,  by  Qnaoimoos  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolatioD ;  which,  under 
Ihe   law,  was   referred  to   the  CominiLtee'  on 

littotpid.  That  ooa  ibonaaod  eiln  oqpie*  of  Ibe 
oommunicatiOD  of  tbe  eeoretary  of  tbeTreaanrr  in 
relbranoatoimpartationaiuedintboartiBndmanD- 
faetnrea  of  tba  Uniled  Statu  be  printed  far  Cbe  nse 
of  tbs  Uousa. 

LIATK  Ot  ABSKHCB. 

Mr.  HARMERwaagraotedleare  of  absence 
for  three  days. 

Mr.  PLATT  was  granted  leare  of  absence 
for  three  dava. 

Mr.  TUTHILL  was  gruted  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  four  days. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  move  that  the  House 
DOW  o^ionrn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accordingly 
(at  three  o'clock  and  thirty  minuteap.  m.)  the 
HoDse  adjoumid. 

pniTIOKS,  BTO. 

Tbefollovring  petitions,  ftc.,»ere  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 


By  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Teias:  The  petition 
of  M.  O.  Anderson,  of  Bexar  eouni^j  Texas, 
for  the  removal  of  his  political  disabilittea. 

ByMr.  DUNKGLL:  A  petition  aakine  for 
a  post  route  from  Winona  to  Rushfotd,  Min- 
nesota; also,  for  post  ronte  from  Winona  lo 
Lyria,  Minnesota;  also,  from  Okabena,  Min- 
■"   ■  ■   Lake,  Iowa. 


By  Mr. 

ork  Rel 


Yorl  „     . 

of  a  ualioDBl  syatem  of  public  schools. 

Bj;  Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massac huseW a :  The 
petition  of  John  E.  Parkman,  late  captain's 
clerk  in  Ibe  United  States  Navy,  for  bis  abare 
of  prize  captures  made  by  the  United  States 
Reamer  Aries  white  he  was  a  prisoner  to  the 
rebels  in  1864. 

ByMr.  EELLOOO:  The  petition  of  George 
P.  Tracy,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  for  re- 
lief in  case  of  stolen  stamps. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  petition  of  0.  W. 
Lanson  and  others,  reaideota  of  Kansas,  pen- 
sioners, praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  payiDent  of  pensions  by  poat- 


zeD,ofKnozTille,  Tennessee,  for  compensation 

for  one  dwelling-house  torn  down  by  nrder  of 
Major  General  Burnaide  in  the  year  18<i3. 

Also,  tbe  memorial  ofRobertD.  Jorouimon, 
citizen,  of  Knoiville,  TtuuMiee,  lor  compen- 
sation for  dpstructlon  of  dwelling  house,  Ac., 
daring  the  siege  in  1863, 

ByMr.McJUNKIN:  The  petition  of  Charles 
Bern,  Frederick  Rockendoerfer,  and  otfaers, 
citizens  of  Alleghany  City,  Pennsylvania,  deal- 
ers in  and  manufacturers  of  wines  and  liquors, 
praying  for  a  change  of  the  laws  asieBaing  and 
collecting  taxes  thereon,  fte. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Henry  T.  Schutte,  of 
Zelieno pie, Pennsylvania,  praying  that  his  name 
may  be  placed  on  the  pension-roll. 

Also,  the  peiilion  of  Lewis  Rod,  George 
Bnrckart  and  62  others,  citizens  of  Zelienople, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  tbe  granting  a  pension 
lo  Henry  T.  Schntte. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS:  The  petition  of  J. 
Rinaldo,  Sank  &  Co.,  Frishmuth,  Brothers  ft 
Co.,  Sivoyer  ft  Keim,  L.  Bamberger  ft  Co., 
Batchelor  Brothers,  Wartman  ft  Eogelman, 
and  2i  others,  manufacturprs,  dealers,  and 
growera  of  tobacco,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law 
establisbiDg  a  aniform  rate  ot  tax  on  all  man 
nfactured  tobacco  of  sixteen  cents  per  pound. 

By  Hr.  NIBLACK:  The  memorial  of  John 
J.  Hays,  aslore-keeperof  bondfd  warehonse, 
class  three,  numbered  one.  at  Elvansrille,  Indi- 
ana, praying  for  compensation  as  sach  store- 
Also,  the  memorial  of  Mrx.  Mary  C.  Bell,  of 
Evansvillo,  Indiana,  mother  of  David  N.  Bell, 
deceased,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  praying  an  increase  of  her  pension. 

By  Mr.  PENDLE  I'ON :  A  memorial  of  118 
citiKQB  of  Rhode  Island,  for  an  approprijAion 
for  tbe  improvement  of  the  channel  of  Provi- 
dence river,  and  far  establishing  a  light  on  tbe 
"  pyramid,"  situated  at  Bullock's  PoinL 

By  Mr.  'PETERS :  The  petition  of  James 
A.  Drew,  asking  compensation  for  himself  and 
others  for  land  lost  to  tbe  petitioners  under  the 
treaty  of  Waahington. 

By  Mr.  SHOEMAKER :  A  petition  of  91 
cilizeos  of  Kingston,  Lnzerne  county,  Pennayl- 
vania,  asking  the  passage  of  House  bill  No. 
Q60|  entitled  "A  bill  granting  bounty  land  to 
certain  persons  engaged  in  ihe  military  and 
Duval  service  of  the  United  States  from  and 
after  tbe  4th  day  of  March,  1861." 

BjMr.TOWNSEND,  ofPeDu^lvania;  A 
remonstrance  of  the  iron-workere  in  tbe  em- 
ploy of  J.  B.  Moorhead  ft  Co.,  against  a  change 
in  the  tariff  laws. 

ByMr.  WALDRON:  ThepetitionofCatha- 
riiie  Ross,  of  Detroit,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  U.  McBride  ft  Co., 
of  Monroe,  Michigan,  for  a  uniform  tax  on  to- 
bacco of  sixteen  cents  per  pound. 

BILLS  INTRODUOKD. 

The  following  were  presented  noder  tbe  rule, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  aud  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  HANDLEY:  A  bill  to  establish  a 
post  route  between  Dadeiille  and  Dudleyville, 
in  Tallapooai  county,  Alabama. 

Also,  a  bill  to  eaiablieh  a  post  route  between 
Ashland,  in  Clay  connty,  nu  Piukneyville,  to 
Rockford,  in  Cooaa  county,  Alabama. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbdkesdat,  Jantatry  17,  16T2. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  BmLEB,D.  D.,  Chap- 
lain of  the  House  of  Representativea. 

Tbe  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  tbe  Jonroal 
of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  suggest  that  if  no  Sen- 
ator desires  lo  hear  those  minotee  read,  the 
farther  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  farther  read- 
ing of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

EXSCDTIVB  GONMD.NIOATION . 

Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  b«fot«  (li« 
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Senate  a  letter  from  the  late  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  law,  his 
annual  n^port  for  tho  year  1871;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS  AND      EMORIALS. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  additional  papers 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Moses  B.  Brum  hall 
for  the  payment  of  certain  moneys  which  be 
alleges  are  due  to  him  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  KELLY  presented  a  memorial  of  J.  S. 
White,  II.  Bowman,  J.  H.  McArtbur,  Samuel 
Hannah, and  three  hundred  and  seventy  otbersi 
citizens  of  Umalilla  and  Union  counties.  Ore- 
gon,  praying  Congress  to  grant  land  to  aid  in 
tho  construction  of  the  Portland,  Dalles,  and 
Salt  Lake  railroad  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  present  a  petition  from 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  New 
York  city,  and  another  from  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  in  Columbia  county.  New 
York,  to  the  same  cQcct,  asking  for  an  amend- 
ment to  tlie  Constitution  to  provide  that  no 
candidate  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  any 
Federal  office  who  is  addicted  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage.  I  move 
tho  reference  of  these  petitions  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  present  a  petition  signed 
by  a  number  of  citizens  of  Bangor,  Maine, 
some  of  them  citizens  of  prominence,  praying 
for  the  redaction  of  the  tariff  to  a  revenue 
basis,  and  for  the  immediate  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  salt,  coal,  and  pig  iron.  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  the*  memorial  of 
Charles  W.  Peirce  and  others,  of  Philadel- 
phia, similnr  in  character  to  the  memorials 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Fexton,]  asking  for  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitntion  providing  that  no  candidate 
shall  hereafter  be  eligible  to  any  Federal 
ofiice  who  is  addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liauors:  also  n  similar  memorial  from 
Thomas  5lorrell  and  others,  citizens  of  Wil- 
mington. Delaware;  also  a  similar  memorial 
from  Edwin  Blackburn  and  others,  of  Balti- 
more. I  move  their  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  veas  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  petitions 
from  citizens  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  asking  for  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  manufacture,  importation,  and 
sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquors.  I  move  their 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

\  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  the  petition 
y  of  Moses  Anderson  and  fievenfy-five  others, 
of  Grcencastle,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill ; 
also  n  petition  from  colored  citizens  of  Florida, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  what  is  known  as  the 
supplementary  civU  rights  bill.  I  move  that 
these  petitions  lie  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  petition 
signed  hy  a  large  number  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  which  is 
vei7  brief.  They  **  respectfully  petition  and 
solicit  the  passage  by  your  honorable  body  of 
the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  protect  all  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  their  civil  rights,  and 
to  furnish  the  meansof  their  vindication/  that 
being  the  title  of  a  bill  presented  by  Hon. 
Mr.  ScMXBR,  of  Massachusetts,  and  your  peti- 
tioners will  ever  pray."  This  is  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  senators  and  a  large  number 
of  members  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  I  do  not  count  them,  but  the  number  is 
considerable.  I  move  that  the  petition  lie  on 
the  table. 

Tho  motioo  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  preseirt  ft  petition 
of  the  central  committee  of  the Oermran- Amer- 
ican Teachers*  Association,  signed  by  their 
chairman,  Ph.  J.  Kland,  and  countersigned  by 
their  secretary,  Feodor  Tharm,  in  which  they 
say  that  the  American  Teachers'  Convention, 
assembled  in  St.  Louis  in  August  last,  have 
resolved  to  petition  Congress  **  with  a  view  to 
have  the  present  land  policy  of  the  United 
States  changed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  dis- 
continue donations  of  public  lands  to  moneyed 
corporations,  and  to  devote  the  proceeds  of 
such  lands  as  are  not  taken  op  nndler  the  hone- 
stead  act  to  the  improvement  of  the  school 
system  of  our  country,  and  especially  to  the 
foundation  and  sustenaiice  of  a  great  model 
normal  school  or  university.*'  They  then  set 
forth  under  eight  different  heads  tlra  reasons 
for  this  dedication  of  our  j[reat  national  domain 
to  the  purposes  of  education.  I  move  the  ref- 
erence of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  oo 
Education  and  Labor. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

y  Mr.  SCOTT.  I  present  resolations,  in  the 
nature  of  a  memorial,  which  were  adopted  at 
a  meeting  of  colored  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
on  Monday  evening,  January  15,  in  favor  of 
the  speedy  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil 
rights  bill.  I  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  also  present  a  memorial  of 
the  Radical  Reform  Club  of  Philadelphia,  call- 
ing attention  to  the  condition  of  the  ocean  com- 
mefce  of  the  United  States,  giving  data  in 
relation  to  exports  and  imports,  asserting  that 
our  own  merchants  aird  shipowners  should 
control  the  world's  commerce  in  a  proportion 
at  least  equal  to  that  borne  by  the  exfK)rt8  of 
our  products  to  the  importation  of  goods  con- 
sumed, citing  the  ekample  of  the  French  tariff 
establishing  differential  duties,  and  asking  for 
the  modiBcation  of  the  existing  tariff  laws,  so 
that  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merohaoJise 
imported  in  American  bottoms  there  shall  be 
an  allowance  ^aal  ^  a  redaction  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  existing  duties.  I  move  the  reference 
of  this  memorial  to  the  Commitfiee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  also  present  tihe  memorial 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  workers  in 
the  Excelsior  Stove  and  Hollow- Ware  Works, 
rcspeeffu^Uy  remonstrating  against  a  change  of 
the  existing  tariff  laws,  reduoing or  abolishing 
the  duties  on  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  countcy,  and  asking  that  the 
duty  upon  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  articles 
of  necessity  or  comfort  as  cannot  be  produced 
in  tho  United  States,  be  repealed.  I  move  the 
reference  of  this  n^morial  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presefited  the  petition  ofSamoel 
Pennock  and  others,  ciuzeos  of  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvaniii,  asking  for  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  providing  that  no  person  shall 
hereafter  be  elie^ible  to  any  Federal  office  who 
is  addicted  to  we  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
as  a  beverage ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Uie  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petitiom  of  Chandler 
Darlington  and  others,  citizens  of  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  prohibitory 
legislatioi  for  the  suppression  ot  the  sale, 
manufacture,  and  importation  of  intoxicating 
liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beverage ;  which  was 
cel'erred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  additional  papers  in 
reference  to  the  claim  of  William  L.  Anderson, 
of  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  praying  pay- 
ment for  services  rendered  to  the  United 
States  during  the  late  rebellion ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  a  petition  of 
members  of  the  bar  of  Wyandotte  county. 
Kansas,  prnyiog  that  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Kansas  be  held  in  the  city  of  Leav- 


eoworth;  whidi  was  reierred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FRELINGH  UYSEN  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Josephine  0.  Likens,  of  New  Jersey, 
widow  of  Edwin  S.  Likens,  late  a  soldier  of 
the  United  States  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  pension :  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  presented 
the  memorial  of  Edward  H.  Calvert,  praying 
compensation  for  the  injunr  done  his  property 
in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  by  the 
construction  of  Fort  Wsgner  thereon  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claitns. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  present  a  letter  of  the 
secretary  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade, 
transmitting  a  resolution  adopted  br  that 
board  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lay  before  Congress  for  publication  the 
correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  relating  to  the  dues  now  collected 
in  the  latter  country  from  merchant  shipping 
for  the  support  of  light- houses  and  beacons, 
with  a  view  to  renewing  the  application  of  our 
own  Government,  at  the  proper  time,  for  the 
relief  of  the  shipping  interest  from  these 
charges,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  light- 
house system  of  Great  Britain  fVom  the  public 
revenue  in  accordance  with  the  policy  and 
practice  of  the  Governmentof  the  United  States, 
which  has  lighted  its  coasts  and  harbors  for 
the  free  use  of  the  ships  of  all  nations.  I 
move  the  reference  of  this  paper  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.     - 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

^Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  resolotion 
adopted  by  colored  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  at  a  mass  meeting,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  righta 
bill:  which  was  ordered  to  iie on  the  table. 

ELe  also  presented  the  memorial  of  L.  C. 
Heylin,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsvlvania,  pray- 
ing indemnification  foe  loss  of  property  by 
French  spoliations  prior  to  the  year  1801; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthur 
0.  Coffin,  president  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  North  America,  praying  indemniGca- 
tion  for  loss  of  property  by  French  spoliations 
prior  to  the  year  1801 ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  stationers,  booksellers,  and  job 
printers,  protesting  against  the  sale  of  stamped 
envelopes  bv  the  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

He  also  ):)resented  the  petition  of  John  Bev- 
ereux,  president  ofthe  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Philudelpliia  iceboats,  asking  the  passage  of 
a  law  exempting  certain  ice-boats  irom  boiler 
inspection  under  the  law ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITHDa AWN  AND  RBFBRRBD. 

Mr.  FENTON.     I  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered^  That  John  Allen  Birokhead  and  othen, 
heirs  of  Alezandcr  Watsoo,  bavoleavo  to  withdraw 
the  papers  io  relation  to  their  cltum  from  the  lilef 
of  tho  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  claim  is  that?  Has 
it  been  reported  upon? 

Mr.  FENTON.  This  order  was  placed  in 
my  hands  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep> 
resentatives  from  Now  York,  who  states  thai 
the  case  was  not  adversely  acted  upon  here, 
and  has  been  taken  up  in  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatires,  and  the  papers  are  desired  to  be 
withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  presentation 
there. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    VeryweU. 

The  order  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  moioorial  and  accompAnyinff 
papera  of  Mrs.  Mary  J.  MoMalleo  bo  withdrawn 
from  tho  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
miitee  oa  ClaimB. 
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•tor  from  Dliuoia  whether  Ibere  wsb  onj  rec- 
ord testimon;,  so  f&r  as  the  booka  of  the  mar- 
BhBrBoffic«KO,HhowuiKtbat  he  hod  tbU  mons; 
OD  hand? 

Mr.  TRDMBULL.  None  »u  exhibited  to 
the  commillee.  The  bill  provides  that  he  ie 
to  lettle  his  acconnls  with  the  Altoroey  Ocd- 
enl;  it  does  oot  direct  tbifl  money  to  be  paid, 
the  Senator  will  obserra.  The  only  svidence 
w«  had  before  us  wai  the  aCGdaTit  of  the  mar- 
shal and  of  two  of  his  depatiea.  HealateBtbe 
fact  of  bis  hariDg  aboal  this  umouati  he  is 
unable  to  stAte  it  exactlv ;  and  tfaeiefare  the 
matter  is  left  to  be  aetlled  by  the  Attocnej 
General,  the  allowanee  not  to  exceed  a  certain 
amount,  $7,679,  as  reduced  by  the  teatimony. 
The  other  witneaaea  stated  their  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  be  kept  bis  monej  there,  but  a 
portion  was  taken  out  of  the  aafe  afterward 
and  reclaimed.  We  thought  it  safe  on  these 
affidavits  toreconmend  that  the  AltomejQeO' 
era!  be  authorized  to  settle  the  accoDOt  on 
baioK  aatiafied  of  the  amoant  lost,  not  exceed- 
inE  the  sum  named. 

I  will  atale  that  this  is  a  similar  hill  to  the 
one  that  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  marshal  in 
Maine  at  the  time  of  the  fire  in  Portland.  He 
sent  certificates  of  a  similar  character. 

I  desire  to  add,  before  I  sit  down,  that  the 
marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  lilinois  is 
a  gentleman  well  known  to  me,  of  high  char- 
acter and  intelligence,  and  of  great  iniegriiv. 
I  hate  no  doubt  mvself  of  the  entire  truthful- 
ocBsof  hia  affidavit 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  lam  in  favor 
of  gronling  relief  where  there  ia  sufficient  evi- 
dence, but  it  Bpems  lo  me  that  this  a  verj 
loosely  drawn  bill  on  thi:  evidence.  There  ia 
nothing  to  sustain  the  marshal  except  bis  own 
impresBions,  be  himself  not  being  able  to  stale 
how  much  the  loss  was.  There  ia  not  a  par- 
ticle of  evidetice,  so  far  as  (he  report  shows, 
except  from  the  marshal  himself.  1 1  aeems  to 
me  that  he  onght  to  be  able  to  show  some 
record  evidence  of  i  he  amount  he  had  on  hand. 

There  ia  another  qtiestion  involved.  In 
addition  to  the  burning  of  the  United  States 
□Otea,  about  which  if  there  waa  sufficient  evi- 
dence there  Bhonl4  be  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the 
liabilit;  of  the  United  States  to  refund  the 
anoiint,  it  seems  a  portion  ot  the  money  was  in 
national  bank  notes.  That  presents  a  differ- 
ent quesiion,  because  it  is  a  gain,  aa  far  as 
those  banks  are  concerned,  to  the  amount  of 
the  marshal's  loss. 

Mr.  COKBBTT.  Iwish  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Illinoia  if  there  is  any  evidence  from  the 
Treasury  Department  that  there  was  a  portion 
of  the  burned  money  that  could  not  be  recog- 
nised, or  whether  it  was  in  such  a  state  that 
they  did  recognise  all  that  was  presented  to 
the  Department  and  make  it  good.  Was  there 
a  portion  that  could  not  be  recognized,  frag- 
'ments,  that  ihey  could  not  account  for,  leti? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  bavemade  no  inquiry 
at  the  Treasury  Department.  There  are  two 
other  persons  nho  teslify  to  the  charred  re- 
maina  that  were  token  from  the  safe  besides 
Mr.  Caoepbell,  the  marsbal.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont,  perhaps,  did  not  hear  the  state- 
ment of  the  report  that  there  were  two  other 


Mr.  MOBRILL,  of  Vermont.  But  the  two 
other  witnesses  simply  testify  that  they  knew 
of  his  keeping  money  in  the  safe,  and  do  not 
testify  anythinK  at  all  about  the  amount. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  They  do  not  know  the 
amount.  They  testify  u  to  tbe  money  in  the 
safe  and  its  destruction  by  fire.  They  were 
present  and  raw  the  remains  also. 

Mr.  CORBKTr.  I  was  going  to  say  thai  it 
seemed  to  me  the  committee  ought  to  have 
some  information  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment staling  that  there  wai  a  portion  of  these 
funds  that  could  not  be  recognized  and  that 
were  charred  remains,  and  that  would  account 
probably  for  ibe  deficiency.  If  ihe  amount 
turned  over  lo  the  Treasury  Department  waa 
•11  leoogoized  and  accoDDted  for  by  tbe  Treu- 


ary  Dapartment,  then  there  would  be  nothiug 
coming  to  the  marshal ;  bnt  if  there  was  a  por- 
tion tliat  was  left  in  such  a  state  that  it  conld 
not  be  recognized,  of  coarse  that  would  aceoant 
for  whatever  there  might  be  of  deficiency.  I 
simply  desired  to  make  this  inquiry,  because 
it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  a  poioC  which  tbe 
committee  ought  to  examine. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  a  matter  which 
the  Attorney  General  baa  it  in  hia  power  to 
determine  when  [he  settlement  of  the  accounts 
is  made.  If  Mr.  Campbell  made  a  false  affi- 
davit when  be  stated  that  only  ao  much  could 
be  recognised  at  the  Treasury  Department,  it 
will  be  very  easy  to  detect  it;  bnt  I  can  assure 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  that  members  of  the 
committee,  not  onlymyself  but  other  members 
of  the  committee,  who  know  Mr.  Campbell, 
the  marshal,  would  have  no  conception  of 
such  a  thing.  Of  course  he  has  not  made  an 
affidavit  here  stating  that  he  took  thia  matter 
to  tbe  Treasury  Department,  and  that  they 
identified  some  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  dol- 
tarsand  could  notideotify  therestofit,ifthera 
was  in  truth  no  sach  occurrence.  If  he  ha* 
stated  the  case  incorrectly,  that  can  be  eauly 
discovered. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Ido  notthinkthis  easels 
ao  important,  except  perhaps  as  a  precedent, 
becanse  there  are  likely  to  be  a  large  number 
of  other  claims  for  money  destroyed.  I  thought 
it  my  duly,  therefore, to  call  the  attention  of 
tbe  Senate  and  of  the  committee  that  might 
have  theae  qDeations  under  investigation,  ao 
thattbeymignt  call  upon  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  ascertain  when  those  charred  remains 
were  presented,  whether  they  were  all  recog- 
nizad  and  accounted  for.  If  there  were  a  por- 
tion that  were  not,  it  is  evident  then  that  there 
was  a  portion  destroyed,  and  ia  such  a  state 
that  it  conld  not  be  recognized.  That  point, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  committee  should  inquire 
of  the  TreasDry  Department  in  regard  to,  in 
order  to  make  anch  a  report  as  lo  satisfy  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Mr.  Presideot,  it  will 
undoubtedly  astonish  the  country  to  learn  that 
under  the  present  corrupt  system  of  civil  ser- 
vice there  can  be  in  office  as  marshal  of  the 
northern  district  of  Illinois  a  gentleman  of  ao 
high  a  cburacler  as  is  teatiGed  to  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  nilnois.  Neverlhelesa  I 
desire  to  add  my  testimony  to  bis.  1  know  Mr. 
Campbell  well,  and  believe  him  to  be  a  thor- 
oughly upright  and  hSnest  man,  honest  as  a 
man,  honest  as  an  officer,  in  epite  of  all  the 
imperfections  of  our  civil  service ;  and  an  affi- 
davit from  him,  or  a  letter  from  him,  or  his 
verbal  statement  as  to  $7,000,  would  boall  the 
proof  I  should  want  to  act  upon  tbe  question. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 

eS,  and  the  amendments  were  concuTred  in. 

Tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 

third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ILLINOIS  CODRT  RBCOROS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Ishouldlike.if  the  Sen- 
ate would  indulge  me,  to  pass  another  little 
bill  in  regard  to  Uie  records  in  that  district,  to 
enable  the  records  of  United  States  courts  to 
be  completed.  It  is  Senate  bill  No.  353.  I 
move  to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  S6S)  to  restore  the  records  of  the  United 
States  courts  in  the  northern  district  of  Illinois 
waa  considered  aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Itistmnecessarytoreftd 
the  text  of  the  biU.  The  committee  repented 
an  amendment  as  a  aubstitnte. 

Tbe  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee'oo  the  Jndiciary, 
which  was  to  strike  out  the  preamble  and  all 
of  the  original  bill  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  following : 

That  ths  act  of  Uarofa  3, 1B71.  intitlsd  "An  ant 
relatini  lo  THords  gf  tba  Marl*  of  lbs  United 
Scite)."  is  hsrotiT  nmxadi  ' 
nolica  reqairad  br  'aid  « 

tloD  in  some  nowapapar.  ..  _.   .__ 

eoort,  Dlo«  wMlu  iiunwivalr  In  all  oasM  in  wblob 


BUT  paitr  entltlod  lo  notlo*  i*  a  non-nridant  of  tk* 

Sio,  2.  ThBt  it  ihall  be  th*  dptr  of  ths  diitrin 
■Itoniiv  for  Ihg  northeni  dbCriot  ot  Iltinoia  lo  iak« 

an  ^ou''"ddbJiel™urU  of  ■■id  di>- 

Iri  lie  daitiovfd  b;  fire  on  tbe  9tb  ot 

Oc  nd  in  which  ths  Uniud  SIbIh  ■ 

JD  rMthe)iidsBiofi»idoitortfc  rail  eat- 

Ui  ml  said  record!  and  files  be  reetored: 

an  of  uid  coarts.  r«ip*oli*e)v,  are  an- 

th  el  saeh  itspa  lo  be  taken  ai.  in  ihait 

op . je  deocoad  advisable  lo  restore  tbe 

Iudinient  dosketi  and  iodicu  of  eald  coarU.  and 
ir  that  parpoie  mar  diraei  ib^  perfarmaneo.  bv  the 
olarki  of  laid  enorU.  and  bv  tbe  United  Sutei  at- 
tornajror  laiddiitriat.  ofanv  dnt;  iDcident  Ihanlo. 

allowed  ii 


a  reoderad  ni 


lervicasTss  aiiCj  ba  aJlowod  bT  lh«  AtlomajOan. 

Jadca  of  the  eourl  in  wblcb  said  services  are  i«b- 
ered,  and  lbs  amount  so  allowed  iball  be  paid  ODt 
of  the  iDdioiirvfuDd:  PrariAal.  luHBrvtr,  Thai  tba 
■nm  slWadlheelarktof  Kid  eaons  •hall  not  eiend 

the  Dnil^  Etateg  aitDmcy  for  taebsarvioes  shall  ao( 


jbiectioB 

any  provision  of  that  bill  except  the  fini 
section,  which  is  not  limited  in  ita  opcratioa 
to  the  city  of  Chicago  or  tbe  nortbern  district 
of  niinoia.  It  is  a  general  provision,  and  a 
great  innovation  upon  the  practice  of  the  Frd- 
era!  couris.  The  Federal  oouris  can  acquire 
no  jurisdiction  over  persons  except  by  ihe 
service  of  piocess  pHrsonally  ;  and  to  allow  a 
record  which  i;s  said  to  have  been  destroyed  to 
be  restored  bj  parol,  as  It  must  be  and  may 
be.  under  the  provisions  of  (he  bill,  upon  mere 
publication,  is,  I  think,  a  very  dangerous  law, 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  passed-  For  the  par- 
pose  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  that 
point,  I  move  to  amend  by  itrikinK  out  tbe 
first  section. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  state  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  we  passed  a  year  ago  a  bill  anthor- 
ising  tbe  restoration  of  records  in  tba  United 
States  courla  where  thry  ha4  been  destroyed. 
The  bill  bad  its  orixin  chiefiy  ia  the  necessity 
for  restoring  records  in  the  sonthem  SlatM. 
Now,  here  is  a  case  where  the  records  of  the 
courts  are  entirely  destroyed,  and  in  case  the 
pardea  to  ihoae  records  are  n  on -res  id  en  la 
there  is  no  way  of  restoring  them,  unless  we 
are  to  give  notice  by  publication  to  the  non- 
residents. The  bill  which  we  passed  a  year 
ago  provided  for  giving  peiaonal  nolioe  in 
order  to  restore  ihe  records.  This  first  sec- 
tion changes  that  law  so  far  as  to  auUiorixe 
notice  to  be  given  by  nine  weeks'  publication 
in  a  paper,  to  be  designated  by  the  court, 
where  the  party  is  a  non-resident-  This  is 
the  practice  in  all  our  Stale  courts  in  iuslilnt- 
ing  original  suits.  Ido  not  ihinlc  there  is  a 
St:ite  in  thi;  Uuion  where  we  do  '      ' 

original  suits  and  give  notice  bj 
to  non-residents.  We  dn  the  aa 
tbe  United  States  coarts.      In  ad 

ceedinga  we  give  notice  by  publici 

informed  by  the  district  ailorney  of  the  north- 
ern distnct  of  Illinois,  from  whom  I  have 
letters  on  thia  subject,  and  I  have  also  lettetl 
from  the  judgea  of  the  courtB,  that  there  are 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  involved  ia 
sails  by  the  United  States  in  case*  that  wrre 
pending  in  the  ooorta  at  Chicago  at  the  time 
of  the  fire.  He  instances  one  case  of  a 
$G0,000  bond  upon  which  a  suit  waa  institnted, 
where  the  secnrities  are  good,  alt  the  records 
of  whioh,  including  the  bond,  I  aoppose,  are 
lost.  He  give*  a  Blatement  shoving  the 
importance  to  the  United  States  of  (he  res- 
toration of  the  ncorda  in  which  th«  Qovem- 
ment  is  concerned. 

Thia  first  section  ia  inserted  ao  as  to  allow, 
not  only  In  cases  in  which  tbe  United  States  is 
concerned,  but  where  private  persona  are  par- 
ties, tbe  record  to  be  restored  ou  notice  by 
Jublie^iou.  Suppose  the  record  has  been 
estroyed  where  private  citizens  are  parties  lo 
the  suit;  now  there  is  do  way  of  rcBtorlng  it 
if  one  of  the  parties  lo  that  raeord  i*  a  non- 
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resident,  unless  70a  can  give  notice  by  pab- 
lication. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  fnend  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  What  earthly  objection 
is  there  to  proyiding  by  law  that  personal  notice 
may  be  served  upon  the  defendant  against  whom 
you  have  a  jaagment,  in  New  York,  Massa- 
chosetts,  or  any  other  State  of  the  Union? 

Mr.  TRDMBULL.  We  have  no  such  pro- 
vision. That  is  not  the  provision  of  the  esist- 
inflT  law. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  We  can  put  it  in  here 
JQSt  as  well. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection  to 
requiring  besides,  if  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin thinks  it  proper,  that  notice  in  addition 
shall  be  given  as  we  give  it  in  bankruptcy,  in 
some  form,  bv  directing  a  notice  to  be  sent  by 
mail  to  the  place  of  residence ;  but  that  would 
amount  to  very  little.  I  do  not  know  that  it  f 
would  be  practicable  to  give  notice  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  We  have  no  judicial 
s^rstem  by  which  process  runs  beyond  the  dis- 
trict in  which  it  is  issued. 

The  first  section  is  a  matter  of  public  im- 
portance, and  the  members  of  the  committee 
seemed  to  think  that  it  was  proper  that  notice 
should  be  given  by  publication,  and  I  saw  no 
objection  to  it  myself.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  public  good  requires  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  cases  of  proceed- 
ings in  the  Federal  courts  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  proceedings  of  the  State  courts  are 
widely  different.  A  State  like  New  York  or 
Pennsylvania  may  be  large  enough  to  produce 
sufficient  inconvenience  by  allowing  proceed- 
ings to  rest  upon  service  by  publication  ;  but 
these  inconveniencesare  certainly  small,  when 
compared  with  the  evils  which  would  result 
from  allowing;  such  proceedings  bfised  upon 
publication  in  the  Federal  courts.  For  in- 
stance, if  this  bill  is  to  pass  in  this  form,  I 
concede,  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  has 
said,  that  the  first  section  is  one  of  great  pub- 
lic importance  ;  and  I  think  it  will  prove  one 
of  great  public  calamity,  also.  A  citizen  from 
California  may,  on  his  way  to  New  York,  stop 
over  at  Chicago,  publish  a  notice  that  he  pro- 
poses to  enter  up  a  judgment  against  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  which  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  never  has  any  notice  of,  for  he  does 
not  read  every  little  paper  that  may  be  issued 
in  Chicago,  for  nine  weeks,  and  upon  that 
publication  the  judgment  is  to  be  entered  up 
and  docketed  and  become  a  matter  of  record 
in  the  Federal  court  of  Illinois,  which  is  con- 
clusive evidence  when  taken  to  Vermont  to  be 
enforced  against  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Now,  the  policy  of  the  Federal  process  act 
is  to  require  a  personal  service,  and  it  certainly 
should  not  be  dispensed  with  in  a  proceeding 
which  is  by  a  short  cut  to  enter  up  a  iudgment 
•gainst  a  man,  for  that  is  what  will  be  done 
under  this  section,  if  it  is  proper  to  require 
personal  service  of  a  summons  inviting  a  xAan 
into  court  to  attend  to  litigation  therein,  it  is 
certainly  equally  important  that  he  should 
have  personal  notice  when  a  judgment  is  to  be 
entered  up  against  him  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  in  a  single  hour  and  without  any 
litigation  whatever. 

U  is  a  very  great  hardship  to  allow  these 
records  to  be  perfected  by  parol  in  any  case  ; 
and  yet  there  is  a  necessity  lor  it  in  the  case  of 
Chicago,  as  there  was  in  my  opinion  in  the  case 
of  the  southern  States.  It  must  be  done,  but 
it  should  be  done  in  such  manner  as  to  insure 
every  possible  safeguard  that  we  can  throw 
about  It ;  and  to  say  that  I  may  go  into  Cali- 
fornia to-morrow  and  enter  up  a  judgment 
against  the  Senator  from  Illinois  or  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine,  or  any  private  individual  in 
the  remotest  part  of  the  United  States,  upon 
parol  and  upon  proof  of  having  published  a 
notice  for  nine  weeks  in  some  obscure  news* 
paper  that  I  intend  to  do  so,  is,  it  seems  to  me, 
m  very  dangerous  proceeding. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  share  the  fears 
of  mjr  friend  from  Wisconsin  about  the  danger 
of  this  first  section  of  this  bilL  Now,  I  think 
my  friend  from  Wisconsin  knows  the  law  to  be, 
at  common  law,  that  any  court  of  general  juris- 
diction, any  court  of  record  has  a  right,  without 
any  statute,  where  its  records  get  injured  or 
defiatced  or  destroyed  in  a  particular  case,  to 
cause  those  records  to  be  restored  upon  just 
such  notice  as  the  court  thinks  fit,  or  upon  its 
mere  motion,  because  the  record  is  part  of  the 
constitution  of  the  court.  The  judges  at  com- 
mon law  have  always  exercised,  as  I  under- 
stand the  common  law,  that  right.  Here  we 
find  a  case  where  a  court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  (and  it  might  happen  in 
any  other  city)  has  pronoonced  a  great  many 
judgments  which  affect  rights  and  which  decide 
titles  to  property,  and  all  that ;  and  those  rec- 
ords are  destroyed.  It  necessarily  happens  in 
a  great  many  of  those  cases  that  the  parties  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  and  sometimes  on  botli, 
do  not  reside  within  their  jurisdiction ;  they 
are  scattered,  sometimes;  they  are  numerous ; 
sometimes  they  have  gone  abroad ;  it  often  hap- 
pens that  some  of  them  are  out  of  the  country. 

Now,  the  result  of  rejecting  this  first  section 
would  ^e  to  absolutely  block  the  effort  of  that 
court  to  restore  these  records  at  all  in  such 
cases,  because  to  give  personal  notice  is  ia  a 
great  many  instances  absolutely  impossible. 
It  cannot  be  done,  in  the  nature  of  things. 
Then,  what  are  ycu  to  do?  Are  you  to  say 
that  the  people  ivho  have  bought  land  at  a 
marshal's  sale,  under  a  judgment  or  decree 
of  those  courts,  are  to  be  deprived  of  their 
evidence  of  title,  and  are  to  be  remitted  to  a 
verdict  against  them  in  an  ejectment  brought 
by  somebody  who  claims  under  the  original 
title  for  the  reason  that  they  cannot  show  this 
iudgment?  It  will  not  do  at  all,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent 

It  is  indispensable,  therefore,  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  people  of  Illinois  and  of  the 
country  that  these  records  should  be  restored; 
but  I  agree  with  my  friend  from  Wisconsin 
that  they  ou^ht  not  to  be  restored  except  under 
the  most  careful  safeguards  that  are  practica- 
ble to  accomplish  the  purpose ;  and  what  are 
they  ?  We  know  from  the  nature  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  courts  that  personal  notice  to  every- 
body connected  with  all  these  records,  (almost 
all  of  whom  on  one  side  or  the  other,  or  partly 
on  one  side  and  partly  on  the  other,  are  out  of 
the  State  ;  many  of  whom  are  out  of  the  country, 
many  of  whom  originally  were  aliens,  and  who 
came  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States  on  the 
ground  of  alienage,)  cannot  be  accomplished ; 
and  to  insist  on  it  is  merely  to  deny  entirely  the 
carrying  out  of  this  object  which  we  all  agree 
ought  to  be  attained.  Of  course  there  is  some 
risk 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Allow  me  to  ask  the 
Senator^  does  he  know  of  any  case  where  this 
sort  of  impossibility  has  arisen  ?  Has  he  heard 
of  any,  by  petition  or  otherwrise? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard 
of  the  fire  at  Chicago  by  petition  as  far  as  I 
know,  and  yet  I  have  an  impression  that  there 
has  been  one  ;  and  I  suppose  we  must  take  it 
for  granted,  probably  from  the  evidence  we 
have,  perhaps  not  legal  evidence,  that  the 
records  of  these  courts  in  Chicago  have  been 
destroyed,  and  from  our  knowledge  of  business 
we  must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  suitors 
in  those  cases  wherein  judgments  have  been 
entered  up  were  suitors  who  were  entitled  to 
be  there ;  that  is,  citizens  of  different  States, 
aliens,  people  claiming  under  patents,  and  all 
manner  of  causes  that  the  Constitution  remits 
to  the  consideration  of  a  court  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  how  are  you  to  restore  the  record  ? 
If  you  say  the  record  shall  not  be  restored 
until  every  party  interested  has  personal  no- 
tice, then  you  say  it  shall  not  be  restored  at 
all,  because  that  is  the  result     If  yott  say  it 


may  be  restored  under  the  supervision  of  the 
judges,  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  stand- 
ing indifferent  between  the  parties,  upon  the 
best  notice  possible  by  proclamation  and  ad- 
vertisement, then,  although  you  run  some  risk, 
it  is  true,  as  yon  do  in  all  cases,  you  run  Uie 
least  risk  possible  to  attain  the  end. 

Now,  it  nappens  under  the  iurisprudence  of 
the  United  States  that  a  very  large  share  of  its 
faculties  are  carried  on  by- notice  just  like  this. 
All  proceedings  tn  rem  involving  the  forfeiture 
and  condemnation  of  property,  involving  prize 
and  belligerent  rights,  are  commenced  and 
carried  on  where  personal  service  is  incon- 
venient, where  the  party  is  not  within  the  reach 
of  the  process  of  the  court  in  that  identical 
district,  and  sometimes  when  he  is,  by  a  notice 
like  this,  only  much  shorter ;  and  yet  the  world 
has  gone  on  for  nearly  a  hundred  years  in  this 
country  without  anybody  being  harmed  by  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  will  please  suspend  his  remarks.  The 
morning  hour  has  expired,  and  the  unfinished 
business  before  the  Senate  is  the  amnesty  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Suic- 

NER  T 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  we  can  soon  get 
through  with  this  matter.  I  hope  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  will  let.  the  amnesty  bill 
pass  by  informally  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  no  objection  to  iU 
passing  over  informally  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  unfinished  business  will  be  passed 
over  informally,  subject  to  a  call  for  the  regu- 
lar order ;  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is 
still  entitled  to  the  floor  on  Senate  bill  No.  358, 
which  remains  before  the  body. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  believe  I  have  said  all 
that  I  desired  to  fav. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  agree  entirely 
with  the  Senator  from  Illinois  and  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  that  no  ditficulty  can  arise  out 
of  this  provision.  We  have  in  all  the  States, 
familiar  to  all  the  lawyers,  a  provision  just 
like  it  in  proceedings  for  the  foreclosure  of 
mortgages.  If  a  party  has  a  mortgage,  it  may 
be  for  a  few  hundred  dollars,  on  property,  he 
can  bring  all  the  prior  incumbrances  into  court, 
if  they  are  out  of  the  State,  by  means  of  just 
such  a  notice.  It  is  a  familiar  practice.  But 
I  would  suggest  an  alteration  m  the  section 
which  probably  would  make  it  more  accept- 
able to  the  Senator  fVom  Wisconsin.  Let  it 
read  that  the  act  is  hereby  amended  '*so  as 
to  authorize  the  notice  required  by  said  act  to 
be  given  personally  out  of  the  dis  rict,  or  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  by  publication  in 
some  newspaper,''  &c. 

There  is  a  difficulty,  I  suppose,  under  the 
law  now  in  giving  a  personal  notice  out  of  the 
district.  This  makes  such  a  personal  notice, 
lawful,  and  it  leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
court  whether  the  notice  shall  be  personal,  as 
it  ought  to  be  if  it  is  practicable,  or  be  by  thb 
publication.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  to  that  amendment, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  agreeable  to  him. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator  from  New  Jersey  move  this  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  will 
have  priority  of  a  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Imoveloamend 
the  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  **  given,*' 
the  words  **  personally  out  of  the  district,  or 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  am  willing  to  accept  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  as  amended. 

Mr.  MORTON.    Mr.  Prendent,  I  think  thii 
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bill  ought  not  to  be  pasaed  hastily.  I  oannot 
ooDceive  of  a  more  delicate  and  even  darker- 
OQS  process  than  that  of  restoring  the  records 
of  a  court  where  the  particular  terms  and 
phraseology  depend  entirely  upon  memory, 
the  records  being  destroyed,  til  the  original 
papers  destroyed.  The  rights  of  parties  may 
turn  entirely  upon  the  particular  phraseology 
and  terms  of  the  record,  often  very  volumin- 
ous, and  where  even  the  clerk  of  the  court  or 
the  judge  himself  can  have  but  a  very  imper- 
fect recollection  of  its  terms.  And  surely  this 
should  never  be  done  except  upon  givin|f  to  all 
the  parties  in  interest  an  opportunity  ot  beine 
present  and  of  being  heard,  to  see  that  a  record 
shall  be  framed  as  nearly  as  possible  like  that 
which  existed  before.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
bill  ought  to  be  very  carefully  guarded. 

Mr.  TUUMBULL  This  is  not  a  new  law, 
I  will  inform  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  The 
law  now  authorizes  the  restoration  of  records. 
The  only  change  is  that  this  bill  allows  notioe 
to  be  given  by  publicatioD  where  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  give  it  by  personal  service.  That  is 
all  the  change  in  the  first  section. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  say  one  word 
further.  What  may  be  a  general  law  might 
not  be  sufficient  in  a  case  of  thii  kind,  where 
the  records  of  a  court  for  years  back  have 
been  destroyed.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
wholesale  restoration  of  records,  such  as  is 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  ought  to  be  guarded 
with  great  care.  The  parties  in  interest  are 
presumed  themselves  to  have  the  best  remem- 
brance of  what  the  record  contained,  better 
than  the  mere  passing  remembrance  of  the 
officers  of  the  court;  and  where  a  record, 
which  is  to  control  the  title  to  land  or  per- 
haps the  entire  fortune  of  an  individual,  is  to 
be  restored,  to  become  binding  on  him  and  all 
bis  representatives  thereafter,  it  ought  to  be 
done  only  on  the  fullest  consideration,  and  on 
the  fullest  opportunity  for  getting  it  exactly  as 
it  was  before. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  asked  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont  whether  he  had  known, 
whether  his  attention  had  been  drawn  by  pe- 
tition or  otherwise,  to  cases  where  it  was  im- 
possible in  the  ordinary  way  to  reestablish 
records.  My  honorable  friend,  of  course  sin- 
cerely, misunderstanding  the  question  that  I 
pot  to  him,  proceeded  to  answer  oh  no ;  he 
did  not  know  by  petition  that  a  fire  had  hap- 
pened in  Chicago ;  but  still  he  knew  it.  Now, 
with  less  information  than  he  has,  I  know,  too, 
the  fact  that  in  Chicago,  and  elsewhere  in  the 
experience  of  man,  records  have  been  lost 
The  point  of  my  inquiry  was  whether  it  had 
been  brought  to  his  notice  that  under  the 
statute  as  it  stands  now,  meritorious  parties 
were  unable  to  establish  their  rights  because 
of  the  notice  they  are  required  to  give.  I  think 
my  honorable  friend  will  agree  with  roe  that 
that  was  quite  a  pertinent  question,  and  quite 
a  ]:>roper  fact  to  be  known  if  it  exists,  by 
petition  or  otherwise. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  see  in  very,  few 
words  what  this  question  is.  We  have  a  stat- 
ute now  under  which,  without  any  notice  at 
all,  I  be^  to  remind  my  honorable  friend  from 
Indiana  m  aid  of  his  argument,  the  court  may 
establish  every  Record  which  exists  every- 
where by  copy  or  by  any  other  circumstance 
which  enables  it  to  be  reestablished  truth- 
fully. I  send  to  the  Secretary  and  ask  him  to 
read  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  8, 
1871,  and  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  we  want  no 
new  statutes,  that  no  notioe  at  all  is  required 
to  be  served  on  anybody  in  order  to  re^tab- 
lish  every  record  which  resides  anywhere,  in 
any  species  of  information  which  enables  it  to 
be  reestablished  exactly  as  it  was.  I  ask  the 
Secretary  to  read  the  section. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  first  section  of 
the  act  relating  to  records  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  approved  March  8,  1871, 
as  follows : 

**  That  whenever  the  record  of  Judcmeat  ordMree. 


or  otbw  -proeeedinc  of  way  judieial  oovrt  of  tho 
United  States  shiiU  nave  been  or  shall  hereafter  be 
lost  or  destroyed,  any  party  or  person  interest^l 
therein  may,  on  appHeation  to  «ach  eoart,  wad  on 
showinc  to  the  satUfaotion  of  such  court  that  the 
same  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  without  fault  or 
neglect  of  the  party  or  person  making  such  applica- 
tion, obtain  an  order  from  aaoh  court  authorizing 
saoh  defect  to  be  supplied  by  a  duly  certified  cony 
of  such  original  record,  where  the  same  can  be  oo- 
taioed,  which  certified  oopj^  shall  thereafter  have 
the  same  effect  aa  such  original  record  would  have 
had  in  aU  respects." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now,  the  Senate  will 
see  that  wherever  a  certified  copy  can  be  ob* 
tained,  wherever  there  are  any  elements  vpon 
record  or  elsewhere  oot  of  which  a  certified 
copy  of  the  lost  record  <san  be  constructed, 
there,  without  any  notice  by  newspaper  or  per- 
sonal service,  any  pt^7  interested  ma^  estab- 
lish that  record.  That  is  pretty  broad.  It  is 
pretty  broad  because  when  K  record  is  estab- 
lished it  draws  to  itself  every  consequence  of 
what  is  known  as  an  estO][>pel  of  record;  it 
binds  all  the  parties,  all  their  privies,  all  their 
assigns,  all  who  stand  in  their  shoes,  for  all 
coming  time. 

Now,  what  does  the  next  section  of  that  act 
provide  ?  I  shall  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  from 
It  in  a  moment  It  provides,  (the  committee 
by  wnich  it  was  reported,  and  the  two  Houses 
adopting  it,  deeming  it  essential  to  be  careful,) 
that  upon  a  particular  notice  given  to  the  par- 
ties the  court  may  do  a  great  deal  mcve  than 
this,  namely,  it  may  proceed  to  establish  a 
record,  when  in  truth  all  the  elements  of  cer- 
tainty have  forever  disappeared.  They  may 
come  as  near  as  they  can  to  it  by  entering  a 
suggestion  upon  the  record.  Now,  sir,  does 
not  the  Senator  from  Ind||ina  say  with  great 
force  that  that  is  a  most  delicate  process?  The 
flexion'of  a  phrase,  the  use  of  one  word  rather 
than  another  apparently  and  in  general  terms 
synonimous,  might  oast  an  estate  one  way  or 
the  other,  and  mipht  immutably  fix  or  destroy 
the  rights  of  parties.  Therefore  is  the  some- 
what guarded  language  which  I  ask  the  Secre- 
tary now  to  read,  not  the  whole  section,  but 
commencing  with  the  mark  which  I  have  made, 
to  show  the  process  by  which  it  ie  to  be  accom- 
plished. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  from  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  relating  to  records  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

*'Satd  court  shall  cause  said  application  to  be 
entered  of  record  in  said  court,  and  doe  notice  there- 
of shall  be  given  by  personal  .service  of  a  copy  there- 
of  upon  each  and  every  person  interested  therein, 
other  than  tho  party  nr  person  making  such  applica- 
tion, together  with  written  notioe  that  on  a  day  oer- 
tain,  not  less  than  ^ixtv  days  after  saoh  service,  said 
application  will  be  heard  by  said  court." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  a  safeguard  set 
up  to  this  doubly  precarious  proceeding.  We 
are  reminded  that  the  admiralty  juri^ction 
knows  instances  of  prooeediug  in  rem,  as  the 
law  styles  them,  without  personal  notioe.  Yes, 
sir,  if  a  valuable  vessel  floats  on  Lake  Erie, 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  her 
hall  are  all  the  time  exposed  in  the  admiralty 
iurisdiction  of  the  country  to  be  Ubeled. 
Does  not  every  man  see  the  safeguard  that 
exists  there?  if  the  Presiding  Officer  of  this 
body  owns  that  vessel,  wholly  or  partly,  the 
presumption  is  that  he  will  know  if  his  vessel 
IS  libeled ;  but,  as  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
well  said,  is  that  presumption  of  human  inter- 
est to  extend  so  far  as  to  suppose  that  every 
citizen  of  the  State  of  Maine  will  read  every 
newspaper  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  and 
ascertain  whether  anybody,  by  an  unnamed  and 
general  proceeding,  proposes  to  estop  him  and 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  by  putting  a  record 
somewhere  of  lodgment  in  the  city  of  Son 
Francisco?    I  submit  not. 

My  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  says 
that  there  is  known  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States  a  proceeding  called  a  statutory  fore- 
closure ot  mortgages.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  a 
statutory  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  upon  real 
estate — ^a  permanent  thing,  residing  tnere,  all 
the  owners  of  which  are  interested  in  it  and 
will  pay  attention  to  it ;  bat  even  in  that  cose 


does  the  honorable  Senator  knewof  anystatate 
which  permits  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgue 
upon  notice  published  in  a  newspaper,  with- 
out something  more  than  is  provided  here? 
Is  it  enough  to  publish  in  a  newspaper  sod 
show  to  the  court  aderward  that  yoa  hsTe 
published  in  a  newspaper  a  notice  to  incam- 
broncers  and  the  holders  of  liens  and  the 
representatives  of  interests  in  a  piece  of  real 
estate  as  to  which  you  propose  to  foreclose  s 
morteage  ?  I  think  the  Senator  will  setrcb  in 
vain  Tor  that._  He  will  find,  I  think,  that  the 
statutes  require  the  searching  out  of  the  resi- 
dence of  parties,  the  mailing  to  those  partiei 
of  notice,  givinj^  them  personal  notice  if  it 
can  be  done,  going  to  the  shire  town  of  the 
county  and  posting  upon  the  front  door  of  the 
conrt-nouse  a  notice  that  on  such  a  day  soch 
and  such  proceedings  are  to  be  had.  Ihtt,  I 
submit  to  the  honorable  Senator,  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  publishing  in  a  newspsper 
somewhere  in  this  broad  realm  a  notice  which 
is  not  required  to  be  sent  to  anybody,  bot  of 
which  forty  million  people  are  to  take  notice, 
whether  they  have  actual  notice  or  not. 

Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  that  thia  is  s 
very  improvident  and  a  very  unguarded  pro- 
ceeding, and  I  return  to  the  question  which  I 
asked  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont 
It  seems  to  me  that  when  we  ascertain  bj 
experience  that  under  a  statute  so  libend  u 
that  which  has  been  read  to  you,  parties  are 
unable  to  find  the  materials  with  wbidi  to 
reconstruct  a  record  without  notice,  and  that 
under  the  second  section  they  are  unable  to 
find  the  place  of  residence  of  persons  inter 
ested,  or  the  residence  of  their  Keprcsent- 
atives,  so  as  to  make  service  tipoo  tbcm  as 
required  by  the  general  statute,  it  will  then  be 
time  enough  for  us  to  insert  a  provision  so 
broad  as  this.  Nothing  but  practical  demands 
and  practical  difficulties,  it  seems  to  mo,  can 
warrant  ah  enactment  so  broad  as  this.  It  is 
not  confined  to  Chicago.  It  is  not  confined 
to  any  place,  district,  or  State.  It  is  a  gen- 
er^  standing  enactment,  and  I  think  that 
the  judicial  experience  of  the  country  has  not 
demonstrated  its  need,  and  certainly  I  know 
of  nothing  in  the  Chicago  fire  which  reflects 
any  light  upon  the  proposition,  broad  and 
glorinff  OS  is  the  light  which  was  shed  by  that 
fire.  I  submit  that  we  ought  not  to  pass  the 
bill  in  this  shape. 

Mr.  MORTON.    Mr.  President ^. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  like  to  arrcstthu 
discussion,  but  I  think  I  ought  to  call  for  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.^  Ithinkwecan 
have  a  vote  on  this  bill  .'a  a  minute  or  two. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  No;  I  understand  other 
Senators  wish  to  speak.     I  gave  way  yesterdaj. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Docs  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  demand  the  regular 
order?  If  he  docs  it  cuts  off  debate  on  Uw 
bill. 

TUB  APPOINTING  POWBIt. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  the  Senator  to 
yield  to  me  for  a  minute. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPEN  i'ER.  I  desire  to  giv«DOtiee 
that  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  if  it  shall  «ot 
the  convenience  of  the  Senate,  I  shall  caUnp 
the  resolution  I  submitted  as  to  civil  lemce 
reform,  and  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  o&a^ 
to  submit  a  few  remarks  npon  it. 

FINAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  demands  the  regular  ordftr. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  ask  for  the  rcguUr  order. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  the  Senator  froffl 
Massachusetts  if  ho  will  not  consent  that »« 
regular  order  be  informally  passed  by,  in  or«r 
that  I  may  move  to  take  up  from  the  UWc  w 
resoluUon  fixing  the  time  of  the  acyoumniefli 
of  Uiis  session  ?  ,        ..l. 

Mr.  Rummer.  That  cannot  be  done  fnX^^ 
ont  opening  a  general  debate.  R  "^'l  ^m* 
debate.  I  hope  the  Senator  wiU  not  regard  me 
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as  indisposed  to  accommodate  him,  bat  it  was 
understood  that  I  woald  proceed  to-day  oa  my 
amendment  to  the  pending  bill,  and  I  hope, 
therefore,  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  then  give  noiice  that  to- 
morrow, in  the  morning  hour,  I  will  move  to 
take  np  the  concurrent  resolution  fixing  the 
time  of  adjournment. 

MBSAAOB  FBOM  TOB  noOSR. 

^  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  by  Mr.  Isaao  SmoiiM,  one  of  its  clerks, 
announced  that  the  Ilouse  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  was  requested : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1055)  to  regulate  the  sal- 
ary of  the  consul  at  Tien  Tsin,  China ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  407)  granting  a  pension 
to  Frederick  A.  Garlick,  of  Cortlaud  county, 
New  York ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  511)  fixing  the  time  from 
which  pensions  heretofore  granted,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  granted,  shall  commence, 
and  extending  the  time  for  the  filing  of  appli- 
cations for  the  same ; 

A  bill  (H.  U.  No.  1056)  authorizing  the  sor- 
▼ey  and  markingof  the  boundary  between  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  tbej;)03se8- 
sions  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  mountains ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1057)  granting  a  pension 
to  Anna  DutterfieJd,  mother  of  James  A.  B. 
BoUerfield ; 

A  bill  (n.  R.  No.  1058)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Coggins,  widow  of  Philip  Cogg^ns; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1059)  granting  a  pension 
to  Phcebe  Hafkall,  widow  of  Sidney  Smith; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  9661)  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  duplicate  checks  of  disbursing 
officers :  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No  1062)  to  admit  certain 
machinery  imported  from  foreign  countries, 
free  of  duty. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  a  concurrent  resolution  for  the 
printing  of  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
United  States  Biennial  Register  for  Uie  year 
1871. 

The  message  fiirther  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  a  concurrent  resolntion  for 
the  printing  of  five  thousand  copies  of  the  re* 

S>rt  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
ffice  for  1870,  of  which  three  thousand  copies 
shall  be  for  the  nse  of  the  House,  one  thousand 
for  the  Senate,  and  one  thousand  for  the  land 
department. 

POUTICAL  DI8ABIL1TIBS« 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
1>ill  (fl.  R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of  legal 
and  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Siates,  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  SuMXER,  to  add  certain  sections,  known 
as  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
reluctant  to  intrude  ai^in  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Senate.  Nothing  but  mv  sense  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  (uiestion  could  induce  me  to 
veoiore  upon  it.  I  feel  that  1  should  not  do 
ray  duty,  however,  if  I  remained  silent  when  I 
listen  to  the  various  alle^tions  that  a  bill  for 
the  protection  of  equal  rights  is  not  needed ; 
then  again,  that  it  is  not  desired  by  the  colored 
people  themselves j  and  then  again,  that  the 
colored  people  desire  the  removal  of  the  dis- 
abilities of  the  rebels  rather  than  the  removal 
of  their  own  disabiliiies.  I  might,  perhaps, 
heave  these  allegations  to  be  answered  by  the 
heart  and  the  common  sense  of  every  Senator. 
Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  colored 
people  can  be  thus  indifferent  to  their  rights ; 
that  they  can,  as  is  alleged,  prefer  the  removal 
of  the  disabilities  of  reuels  to  the  removal  of 
their  own  7  Sir,  the  allegation  is  contrary  to 
reason.  I  might  deny  it  and  stop  there;  but 
I  shall  not  content  myself  with  any  such  denial. 
I  should  do  injustice  to  this  ipreatest  of  causes 
did  1  not  give  evidence  against  these  allega- 


tions, I  have  here  a  large  ma^a  of  evideoee, 
which  1  enter  upon  with  regret,  with  pain,  be* 
cause  it  reveala  a  condition  of  things  whicn  no 
patriot  can  remd  without  regret  and  pain ;  but 
I  do  it  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty.  I  know  that 
I  shall  take  too  much  of  your  time,  certainly  for 
my  strengthand  for  your  endurance,  but  not  too 
much  for  the  cause.  The  cause  is  so  vast  that 
it  might  justly  occupy  all  of  your  time. 

I  begin,  sir,  with  the  testimony  of  the  col- 
ored convention  held  in  Columbia,  South  Caro- 
lina, commencing  October  18,  and  ending  Octo- 
ber 25,  1871.  I  nave  in  my  handalar^  pam- 
phlet containing  the  proceedings  of  this  inter- 
esting convention.  Here  were  our  colored 
fellow-citizens  assembled  b^  their  representa- 
tives in  convention,  to  consider  what,  in  their 
judgment,  was  necessary  for  the  security  of 
their  righta  The  convention  sat  for  many 
day;i.  During  all  its  proceedings  I  find  no 
mention  of  amnest^^  no  prayer  for  the  removal 
of  the  disabilities  of  rebels;  more  than  once 
reports  and  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  removal 
of  their  own  disabilities.  Here  was  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  Alabama,  Arkansas,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Florida,  Georgia,  Louis- 
iana«  Maryland,  Mississippi,  South  Carolina, 
Tennessee.  Texas, and  North  Carolina;  and 
what  did  these  deleffatesj  these  representative 
men  of  our  colored  citizens  throughout  the 
country,  say  7  I  have  here  a  report  which  was 
adopted  by  the  convention,  made  from  the 
committee  on  civil  rights,  by  Mr.  Pinchback,  I 
believe,  an  eminent  citizen  of  Louisiana,  and 
at  this  moment  prominent  in  the  Legislature 
of  that  State.  1  think  he  is  president  of  the 
senate.  The  report  is  very  brief;  I  will  read  it: 

'*  Your  Qommittee  have  bad  under  oontideratiOD 
the  subject  of  the  civil  rights  of  the  dtixen,  and  the 
df^uial  thereof  by  common  carriers,  oomuoa  schools, 
innkeepers.  Jrc,  in  some  of  the  States,  and  nave  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  recommendations : 

'*A8  there  appears  to  bo  some  doubt  as  to  the  civil 
riffhts  bill  conferring  equal  privileges  and  immu- 
nities upon  all  citisens,  we  respectfully  recommend 
that  Congress  be  earnestly  petitioned  to  enact  tbo 
supplemental  civil  rights  bill,  introduced  into  the 
Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  justice  of  such  a  law.  and 
prejudiced  judges  and  juries  cannot  then  render  a 
verdict  detrimental  to  the  liberties  of  our  citisens." 

"Very  respeetfully, 

P.  B.  S.  PINCHBACK, 
B.  A.  BOSEMON.  Jr., 
£DW1N  BELCHER. 
T.  0.  CAMPBELL, 
JOHN  F.  QUARLKS." 

At  a  subsecjuent  day,  Mr.  Price,  from  a 
special  committeci  **made  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  agreed  to: '' 

**lie*ohedf  That  the  committee  on  addrees  be  in- 
structed to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  setting  forth  their  grievances,  and 
asking  the  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights 
bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Sumxbr,  and  now  pending 
in  the  Senate. 

*  R9»ohed^  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
do  hold  meetings  of  the  colored  people  in  their  several 
States,  and  send  up  petitions  to  the  Cunirress  of  the 
United  States  praying  the  passage  of  said  bill," 

The  report  recommending  the  passaiire  of 
these  resolutions  was  signed  oy  **J.  W.  Price^ 
chairman^  R.  B.  EllioU,  J.  H.  Rainey,  P.  B. 
S.  Pinchback,  H.  M.  Turtier,  W.  H.  Grey.'* 

These  conclusions  of  this  important  conven- 
tion derive  additional  value  from  an  admirable 
statement  made  by  one  of  tbeir  number,  Mr. 
J.  F.  Quarles,  of  Ueorgiat  entitled  *'the  social 
problem  of  the  South,"  in  which  he  sets  forth 
with  singular  force  and  precision  the  just  de- 
mands of  his  colored  fellow-citizens.  1  hope 
you  will  pardon  me  if  I  take  some  time  in 
reading  it    It  is  a  colored  citizen  who  speaks: 

**Some  ancient  writer  has  said  that  the  first  pajrt 
of  equity  is  equality.  Thus  we  may  infer  that  if 
there  is  inequality  of  rights,  there  can  he  no  equity. 
If  this  be  true  what  shall  we  say  of  equality  in  the 
South  ?  For.  in  whatever  direction  we  go,  whether 
it  be  in  public  |>laoes  of  amosement,  in  the  street 
cars,  upon  the  railroad,  in  the  hotel,  or  in  the  way- 
side inn,  we  encounter  the  invidious  distinction  of 
caste  and  oligarchy.  Wecannot  think  of  these  things 
without  impatienee;  we  cannot  speak  of  them  with- 
out denouncing  them  as  unworthy  of  an  iateiligeat 
and  humane  people.  Nay,  we  would  be  less  than 
men  if  we  did  not  everywhere,  and  under  all  oir- 
oumstanoes,  utter  our  earnest  and  solemn  protest 
against  this  iabnman  outrage  upon  our  nuuBAOod« 


**  Right  well  I  know  that  these  legislaUve  enaot- 
ments  alone  cannot  remedy  these  social  evils.  Bat 
there  is  a  grand  and  a  morol  power  in  the  spectacle 
of  a  whole  people  arising  to  assert  their  rights  and 
demanding  Justice,  which  can  neither  beoverlooked 
nor  ignored.  And  now  we  ask  the  southern  people, 
in  allcandor,  if  we  have  not  borne  this  species  of 
oppression  Iom  enough  ?  We  are  weary  of  being 
consumed  by  this  moloch.  Caste;  we  are  weary  of 
being  hunted  down  by  the  ghost  of  the  defunct  «ya- 
tem  of  slavery;  we  are  weary  of  being  reminded  of 
servitude  more  galling  than  Egyptian  bondage;  we 
are  weary  of  being  treated  as  oatoasta  and  strangers 
in  the  land  of  our  nativity,  and  the  home  of  our 
fathers;  and  we  ask,  as  it  is  our  right,  that  these 
odious  diacriminationsshall  cease.  Too  long  already 
have  they  been  allowed  to  bear  sway  in  this  country. 
And  surely  now  the  time  has  oome  when  their  influ- 
.  ence  should  be  destroyed ;  the  time  has  oome  when 
their  power  ought  to  be  broken ;  the  time  has  come 
when  they  should  perish  from  the  land.  To  this 
end  I  iuToke  the  spirit  of  our  civilisation ;  to  this 
end  I  invoke  the  sentiments  of  humanity:  to  this 
ejid  I  invoke  the  spirit  which  inspired  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence;  to  this  end  I  invoke  those 
divine  sentiments  that  animated  the  great  and  good 
of  every  clime  and  every  age.  Let  the  abonainable 
crimes  against  humanity  be  buried  in  the  grave  of 
oblivion,  and  write  upon  their  tombstone  no  *  resur- 
reotion,' " 

These  words  were  addressed  to  the  colored 
convention,  and  embodied  their  sentiments  cmd 
desires.  I  put  this  against  the  speeches  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Hill,]  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Alcorn,]  and  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sawtbr,] 
bat  this  convention  spoke  for  our  colored  fel- 
low-citizens generally  throughout  the  country. 
I  come  nbw  to  individual  States ;  and  since 
Georgia  has,  through  her  Senator  on  this  floor, 
been  most  conspicuous  in  opposing  equal  rights, 
I  begin  with  Georgia.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
series  of  resolutions  adopted  at  Macon,  at  a 
mass  meeting  numbering  nearly  four  thousand 
persons,  composed  of  colored  and  white  citi- 
zens from  five  different  counties,  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  myself.  The  meeting  was  held 
January  2,  1872.  The  resolntionsare  not  long, 
but  they  are  excellent: 

^Whereas  there  is  pending  before  the  United 
States  Congress  a  bill  known  as  the  *  Sumner's 
Supplementary  Civil  Rights  Bill,'  which  bill  pro- 
pones to  abolish  all  distinction  of  caste,  nnd  give 
perfect  equality  in  all  public  institution  and  com- 
mon carriers ;  aod»  whereas  the  newspapers  of  this 
State  have  reported  Hon.  Joshua  Hill  as  having 
denied  that  the  'colored  people  of  Georgia 'desired 
the  passage  of  the  same,  but  that  we  were  '  terrible 
anxious '  for  the  passage  of  the  *  amnesty  bill :' 

"  Uf^hed,  That  we  earnestly  beg  and  prsy  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  pass  the  said  bill  as 
a  whole,  and  that  we  can  never  be  complete  Ameri* 
can  citizens  until  such  a  law  is  enacted. 

'*  lidMhed,  That  our  wives,  daughters,  ministers, 
and  legislators  are  the  subjects  of  daily  iDsuits  aaa 
outrage  for  the  want  of  legal  protection  un  the  publio 
hiffhways.  and  other  public  corporations  and  ioRti- 
tutions,  and  will  be  so  long  as  we  are  denied  the  full 
rights  of  oitisensbip. 

He«olved,  That  we  are  invariably  deniejl  a  meal 
of  victuals  by  the  railroad  eating*houses,  and  when 
traveling  are  often  made  sick  from  hunger. 

**  Heaolved,  That  the  representations  of  Hon. 
JosHDA  Hill  were  made  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
so  far  as  the  colored  citisens  of  middle  Georgia  are 
aware,  and  that  said  representation  certainly  does 
not  ezpre^  the  desire  of  the  colored  people  of  this 
section  of  the  State,  nor  do  we  believe  they  express 
the  desire  of  fifty  colored  men  in  the  State." 

Such,  sir,  was  the  voice  of  a  large  public 
meeting,  counted  by  thousands,  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Georgia. 

But  this  is  not  all.  I  have  in  my  band  m 
letter  from  Hon.  H.  M.  Turner,  a  leading  legis- 
lator of  Georgia,  a  member  of  the  upper  house, 
and,  as  I  have  heard,  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
speakers  in  the  Legislature.     He  writes  me  as 

follows: 

Macon,  Gkoroia,  Deetmber  20. 1871. 

Sib  :  I  am  glad  to  see  yon  are  pressing  your  Civil 
Rights  Bill  still  before  the  United  States  Senate.  I 
have  only  a  few  moments  to  write  you  at  this  time, 
but  I  must  relate  a  transaction  which  occurred  day 
before  yesterday  morning. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  step  on  the  Columbus  train 
at  Macon,  I  hei^rd  a  white  man  say  to  a  well>dreased, 
beautiful,  modest-featured  lady,  "Ain't  you  col- 
ored?" "Yes,"  washer  roply.^^cll,"  said  he.  "this 
is  the  white  folks'scar;  that  is  the  car  for  negroes." 
So  she  ver^  politely  turned  away  and  took  a  seat  in 
the  car  pointed  out.  I  aUo  stepped  in  the  same  car 
after  her,  and  noticed  that  her  looks  and  general 
appearance  had  t be  mark  of  superior  breeding  and 
fine  culture.  Bat  not  being  acquaioted  with  ner  I 
did  not  dare  to  approach  her  even  witb  "Good 
morning,"  but  sat  and  read  tbo  morning  news,  and 
afterward  folded  up  the  pnpor.  and  raising  my  hat, 
I  asked  her  if  she  would  like  to  sss  this  moraing'i 
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Janmuy  17, 


H«P«. 


oafnl 


imnsd.  I 


, r»«d  till  we  nrriTM  it 

home,  ■!  Fort  VbIIm.  Tbe  wbil 
want  nuC  to  brsftkrut.  and  >he 
from  brr  (out  nnd  aitnie  tn  wh« 
BDd  laid  tbat  sbs  «iu  rrom  Boston 
hid  bscii  trevelinc  for  toms  dayi 
on  ber  w>;  lo  Alabsmk.to  Uk*  < 


D  Potoi 


r.  is. :  ani  woali 


•■Y».  7","  and  h>»llr  left  thi  tr>  I- 

Inr-bDuss,  and  miiile  lbs  nKBgimy  a 

him  ah-  ^11.  ooWed.'bSl'ibe  ■««,'  .„.,  ._, a 

oolored  l[id7.  "  Well."  ha  isid.  "ve  hftit  not  tot 
PDOoIh  cooked  tbii  inornint  for  the  white  folks  ;  Is 
I  ean\  lei  berhnia  an jtbinB/'  "Bol."  aaid  I,  " tten 
lond  her  a  oap  nf  tai  and  a  bixiult."  "I  oan't  Ipsra 
it."  ba  »id.  '■Well,"  mid  I.  ■'iHt  her  coma  in.aiid 
frr  hetioniaein."  Said  ba,  "I  bsva  (Ot  nothint 
in  mi'  boute  lor  bar.''  So  I  west  back  and  lUtad, 
not  only  to  her.  but  10  all  in  tbe  car,  wbftt  v»t  laid. 
Tha  aiTaireo  moriiflad  pome  ohiu  DamocraU  on 

thatnilDii     ■       •         ■        ■  

knd.Ibali 


tlb*T  *vaii  aunedabonC ... 
•i.M,  I  .n.iic, ....  ...i.,  for  tba  oolorad  ladr.    Ooe 

nhite  ni>D  (a  Democnt,  Iad)  wld  thai  hindsfpra- 
Jndioe  wai  damnfootliitiaasa;  asd  ba  tbanfht  rail- 

'     "  d  fonnd  o'at  thol  this  coiored  l»d>  wm 


la  of  a 
T.  She 
epotlal 


i.fort 


n  Aqui. 


(0  HontKomeri',  Alabama,  DOtwlihgtaDdlm 
Ian  boma.  relatival,  and  friendi  to  iducate  a  people 
wbo  are  in  the  TntaiB  to  wield,  io  pact,  the  dettinia* 
of  the  nation. 
Lettbafaeti  epeab  for  Ihamialve*:  I  >)iall  ray  no 

"T"nr  hnmhia  aarTant.  H.  M.  TDRNKR. 

Hon.  Cbablcs  Suhiiik. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  testimoa;  from  QeorKia 
u  to  the  neceiBily  of  the  pending  meuure  ; 
■o  nmch  for  the  protectioD  bSorded  inOeorgik 
to  Ihe  equal  ri^hta  of  all.  And  jot  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ib&t  Slate  ioBiata  that  chers  is  no 
occasion  for  this  bill ! 

But,  unhappily,  Georgia  is  not  alone.  From 
that  State  at  the  South  Ipasslo  mfowu  hon- 
ored Commonwealth  of  Mosaachasetts,  which 
Deeds  ihia  same  bpninn  iiitarvention.  1  have 
in  my  bands  a  letter  dated  at  Chelsea,  Haasa- 
chnselts,  December  2S,  1871,  as  follows: 
HoKoaiD  Bib:  I  wlib  to  inbmit  to  yon  a  briaT 
On  SaturdaT  lait.  the  ^  ioalant,  owlni  to  tba 


Chaiaaa;  bat  lb 
posaible  fur  me 


1  bad  It 


oitht,    I  li 


3  reach  home  without  waikiot  foor 

.. ,. —Jit  waamininibard.   Iwent  lo  the 

Amerioan  Uouaa  to  find  ihelter  for  the  nifht,  but 
when  I  attempted  to  riwiKeriaTnainatha  clerk  took 

ored  penona,  and  that  no  Brat-olaas  hotel  in  Boaton 

eao  HouiB  irai  fraqnentad  brmanyalaTedealarK  and 
wolbernsn,  aad  Ihey  would  make  difBonltr  if  wa 
ware  admitted  to  the  houaa  or  table.  I  wi>  allowed 
'     '  '  "le  alibi,  tboogb  not  able  to 


id  or  food. 


Thia  fjot  1 


liVr  aX 


Ti(hta  la 


Venrtraty.  C.  R.  BEAL. 

In  support  of  this  communicalion  I  have  a 
brief  note  frora  Wendell  Phillips,  written  on 
New  Year's  da;,  in  which  ha  refers  to  tbit 
outrage,  and  bbjs  that  it  was  aggnivsted  necu- 
liarlyTjy  tbe  slate  of  the  weathe 


fariousl;  that  it  formed  a  special  subject  of 
comment  in  thi>  papers  the  next  day ;  and  yet 
it  was  during  tbat  inclement  weather  that  thia 
person  was  shut  out  from  the  American  Hotel 
in  Boston,  I  believe  tbe  largest  there.  Now, 
what  aaja  Mr.  Phillipa  of  this  suSererf 
/  "Of  him  I  can  only  aay  I  know  nothini  of  hit 
moral  cbatacier-thal  hai  nothint  to  do  with  bla 
riihlto  ibelterin  an  ion— bat  in  dran,  manner, and 
■aoaral  bearini  be  ie  what  wa  call  aientlaman.SDd 
would  compare  wall  with  mora  than  half  of  the  mem- 
bara  of  Conf  reea  In  that  reflpeot." 
And  he,  sir,  suffered  from  ibis  indignity  1 
I  come  now  to  South  Carolina;  and  here  if 
1  call  attenlioo  to  comments  on  the  speech  of 
one  of  the  Senators  from  that  Statu  be  will 
know  (hat  1  do  it  in  no  unfriendly  spirit  but 
simplji  in  tbe  discharge  of  a  public  duty.  I 
have  m  my  hand  a  letter  fromF.  L.  Cardozo, 
ith«  very  iateliigaDt  HcrMuj  of  Slate  of  Soath 


Carolina,  a  colored  gentleman  of  excellent 
eduration  and  manners,  and  now  a  professor 
in  Howard  University.  It  is  dated  "Wsah' 
ington,  Janaary  6,  1872."     It  is  as  follows: 

DttaSie:  I  take  tho  libartr  of  addressinc  yon 
tbe,  foremast  champion  of  our  oppressed  raoe  and 
IhaeanMt  advoeateof  0DrHchls,an  (hesabieator 
the  supplementaiy  civil  righli  bill  Ibat  you  ara*o 
eetarly  and  appropriately  praasini  in  the  United 

I  am  induoed  to  write  yon  afMr  readini  leveral  of 
tho  ipeeoba^  at  tba  Senator*  from  the  aonthern 
States,  in  one  of  which  this  remarkable  paisace 
oecun:  "Sir.  the  colored  people  of  the  South  ask 
this.  Tbe  colored  people  of  tba  South,  cogid  ther 
be  rerresented  nnlhiiflooi  to-dar.  would  say  loth* 
Bonstor  from  MauochasetU.  'Hold  off  your  bill 
UDlil  we  can  secure  amnsetT:  we  will  set  onr  rilhte 
uodar  your  bill  sooner  or  later:  we  are  willini  lo 


id  so  Ursely  "*" 


lyand  foniva 


oCoDireMtortvuiiateDiorecaiivenieoirybystMute. 
rhoy,  have  also  bran  willina  hilhorlo  U>_  si^n,  tba 


willina  h 

._.  3f  Ibe  dua 

sntcd  tothera.  Bat  when  CheSec 
e  oolored  people  of  bis  State  or  o 


tbe.  LeiislalDTo  of  South  Carolina  has  passed  a 

■"  pprBmanu"''e%^!  riehu  bill'""  BuTiueh  a  law 

tba  Stale  aanrts.  comprised  lanely  of  thoie  whom 
tbe  BBDitor  wishes  to  ohtais  auneety  for.  rofaie  to 

Tbe  oolored  peopla  of  tbe  Boutb  are  lookint  eam- 
Mtly  to  the  Can^rasi  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
pMBoceof  yonr  bill,  or  one  ooDtalniniaiuillar  pro- 

would  intraat  tba  rapreaeDlatiTaa  of  the  Bepub- 
Uoan  party  in  Concreis  to  Bnlab  their  (rest  work  bj 
thapaBsasaDfyonrbill.andthnsremoyattaadafrad- 

"'^ViSe  »ront[bed't£^t  RepubUc^'senatora  who 


)n(  an  act  of  J  ust.ice  to  those  who  have  alwaya  been 
faribful  and  Irna:  and  wbo  no>i  look  to  the  national 
Oovemment  for  their  proIectionT 

Bat  I  venture  to  aay  farther,  thai  while  the  aol- 
ored  people  ot  tbe  South  have  alwaya  baen  in  favor 

bruially  whipped  in  tbe  dead  of  nisht  by  Ea  Klui, 
a  band  of  the,  most  cruel  conapirilors  that  ever  dis- 


beir  aendisb  desiins.    And 

I  indiiDUit  that  those  who 

sir  Slate  for  the  lime  belnc 

senitbeirfoolints. 

ba  fonivaneas  and  paliance 

ider  their  iojarles  as  imply- 


Thaokiui 


.mplataly  misi 
rrantab""*; 


f.  L.  C, 


>iir  behalf.  I 


of  SoiUh  Cbrniina. 
Hod.Chxxlis  Suuiiir,  Unittd  Snia  SmaU. 

But  thia  is  not  all.  1  have  here  an  article 
from  the  Columbia  Daily  Uiiian,  of  December 
80,  1871,  entitled  "A  South  Carolina  Senator 
speaks  for  tbe  Colored  People  of  ibe  South." 
I  will  read  some  pasiiBges  from  it: 

United  States  Senate  Chamber  on  tbe 


Zlstln 


enury  el 


rigbls 


laid  tbi 


»  the  ImpoiitiDD  of  any  political  dlsablli- 


Republioan  party  ana  n  scaoaai  lo   ue  aosi 
before  the  civilised  world.    The  Senator  from  U 

orod  paople  of  the  Sooth,  if  they  oaild  bt  heaii 
would  themsalTrsesy  to  that  Beaatoc'Oiiaaiia- 
Duty  Srat;  we  will  be  sore  to  set  oni  ritbu,  nwiw 

Then,  after  some  further  reoub,  tUi 
writer  proceeds: 

"And  then  beapaaka  for  tbe  colored  paepla  of  itt 
South,  and  says  we  desire  amnesty  Int.  tbat  it  in 
sure  10  set  our  rithli  sooner  oclater.    Ii  Biiainrl 

oflhecolored  people  of  tbe  &iatb.  Caiatia  Bcnii 

knows  the  wan/t  and  d*w*r*f  of  tkt  nlortd pttfir  ^ 
Iht  .SbuiA  Di  well  □>  of  tkt  rnlirt  rmairt  foibflln 
tban  the  smilrman  Irom  Sooth  CmLiaa.  AltH 
years  and  yean  of  slavery.  proHriplioa.  hrnlu, 
and  iubaman  treatment,  we  want  no  faithtrpM. 
ponement  of  our  risbla  as  men  and  cilitsai.  Th 


While  tbebloody  band  of  Che  Kn  Kh 


_jd    ecbool-hoiua)  lal 

ineaty.    Never  nhid  ear  riibia 
•-- -    "-  •"intimi 


fo^ivlfrlghts 


later.    We  bar*, 

NoTlit'aTl.''H 


nl"^ 


slavery.    They  will  do  very  wall  to  SOUitMbsi. 

"Itwoa  tbe  desire  of  lb»  cooventioa  of  wis™ 
men,  whieh  sat  In  this  city  a  few  maolhi  a|oW>>I 
ihla  bill  of  Mr.  Snusst's  should  pass  sl  u  a£lr> 
day  as  possibla.  This  it  U.  we  hope.  CocirtHviU 
do.  and  not  allow  itself  to  be  deluded  lato  thi  ids 
that  lb*  itentleman  from  BoatbCtnlina isamoiU- 
plaoa  for  tbe  colored  people  of  lb*  Sonth." 

Sir,  I  think  this  double  tesiimoaj  fromibt 
writer  in  the  newspaper  and  ihe  Kcretuj  i! 
State  of  South  Carolina  is  a  comjilete  inint 
to  the  speech  of  the  Senator  Bwumint  taiptik 
for  the  colored  people,  especially  when  I  coO' 
aider  how  unreasonable  was  that  speech,  bo* 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  men  imanlnl 
under  the  denial  of  their  rigbU  oould  vilT 

igty  consent  to  the  postponement  of  ihe  itD- 


edy,  and  generously  bestow  upon  their  n* 
mies  what  it  called  amnesty.     Why,  lii,  'lu 
lahle  that  tbe  moment  it  is  ilsled 


the  human  heart  leaps  impulsively  to  give  Ih 

From  SoutJi  Carolina,  a  former  slave  Sttla, 
I  pa«s  to  Ohio,  always  K  free  Slate.  I  bavtis 
my  hands  a  telegraphic  dispatch  addiened  U 
myself,  dated  Columbua,  Jaauaiy  8,  187!,  W 
follows: 


vis";i 


d  oidaani  of  Colambii  md 


y  hill  ai 


bahair  ia  m^'' 

J.  a.  TYLKE,  aiiAB*- 

Then  afterward,  by  due  courte  of  tbepoit, 

came  a  copy  of  tbe  resolutions  adopted  at  ibt 

public  meeting  thus  heralded,  is  folloal: 

-Whereas  when  the  bill  was  before  tbe  BasUssI 


e7nmool*Sf,B.  Cnis'Ltt  s" 


iballior 


s  ....^.Jme'nlloTaid  bUI 
I  for  any  bolel,  ilaimbssl, 

n*rnrt"/d"7.:iy~fi3 


that  colored  people  tbeinselv«  "»»  "'.'^'/sdiS 

'"'Saalieii.  T"al«id  Senators  ware  "">'l|",^'Jt 
SuKNiH  una  correeu  Colorad  peraoni  rt«l""" 
need  and  fervently  pray  for  Jnsl  aaoh  lert"'"."; 
lor  in  many  plaoea  in  the  Uatted  Slalaa  ibUJ« 
daily  aod  hourly  mode  lo  lufferfrom  th»»  ""TfL 
inatlonsajainstlbenionaccountofthBlfOiiKr."'"! 


■'  ''".«/«rf.  That  in  our  opinion,  the  full,  PW-fjJ 
and  equal  onloymantof  oarritbts.ueii 
United  States,  i>  to   bo  achiur-''  '■-■• 
iudioious  aae  of  ihe  eleative  ._. 
penistent  efforls  of  Hr.  Sdm>ib  ai 
philanthropic  members  of  CoiiiFrFV.      ,       ._^u 

o  ''?ruS^Tt™*^a«  «?u'^l)Jiw  C^^ 
l'l''£°en''wh  "e'trSSaal'whie  effotU  "'iSfirtS 
Oovemment  bav*  worked  •  forlUiBK  of  tha  rn"" 


opinion,  the  full,  P»^." 
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of  eitisensbip,  were  to  bereinveeted  with  those liffhti 
and  armed  with  power  to  enforce  tbeir  observanoe. 
men  whose  every  breath  has  been  loyalty  to  the 
QoTemnient,  sna  all  of  whose  blows  have  boon  di- 
reoted  to  its  maintenance,  should  not  plead  in  vain 
to  those  who  labored  with  them,  to  those  who  suf- 
fered and  sacrificed  with  them  for  that  legislation 
proved  indispensable  to  the  freest  enjoyment  of 
those  blessings  which  are  the  fruits  of  their  Joint 
toils.  sacrificrD,  and  sufferiogs. 

*  Retolved,  That  what  we  demand  of  our  country  as 
eititens  of  the  United  States  is  equality  of  rights  under 
its  laws.  As  regards  the  duties  and  burdens  of  citi- 
seos,  we  are  mule  to  bear  and  perform  them  in  com- 
mon with  our  white  fellow-citisens,  and  we  do  so 
eheerfuliy.  If  taxes  are  needed  for  the  support  of 
Oovernment,  the  levy  is  as  heavy  on  our  |>roperty 
and  labor  tis  on  those  of  white  persons;  if  blood 
be  neccMary  to  preserve  our  territorial  integrity,  a 
musket  ia  put  into  our  hands  and  we  are  hurried  to 
the  front  with  cor  white  brothers;  and  therefore 
whatweask,  justice,  to  say  nothing  about  humanity, 
will  readily  concede  is  but  a  proper  equivalent  for 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  we  have  borne  and  dis- 
charged the  burdens  and  duties  exacted  of  us  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

*'Be9ohed/urther,  That  Mr.  Summer  and  those  who 
are  cooperating  with  him  to  place  our  rights  upon  a 
safe  ana  firm  looting,  have  our  confidence,  our  affec- 
tion, and  our  thanks,  and  they  will  ever  be  held  by 
us  and  our  children  in  grateful  remembrance.  *' 

These,  sir,  are  public  ezpressioDS.  I  add 
to  them  a  passage  from  a  letter  written  by 
Douglass  G.  Grimng,  at  Oberlio,  Ohio,  under 
date  of  December  18,  1871.  This  letter  is 
important  as  directly  meeting  the  allegation 
so  often  made  that  this  is  aqueation  of  society, 
when,  as  i  always  insist,  it  is  a  question  of 
eqaal  rights,  no  Question  of  society.  Society 
has  nothing  to  ao  with  it  This  writer  thus 
expresses  himself: 

**  Tfe  do  not  wish  to  force  ourselves  into  American 
society  onwoloomed.  Social  equality  seems  to  be 
the  bugbear  at  whi'^h  American  Justice  is  fright- 
ened, and  the  colored  man  denied  many  public 
privileges  accorded  to  other  American  citisens. 

**  What  we  ask  now,  is  simply  equal  public  priv- 
ileges, nnd  that  the  social  question  be  allowed  to 
regulate  iuelf  without  the  interference  of  the  law 
of  any  States.  We  hope  that  bill  will  beso  iVamed 
that  the  several  States  of  the  Union  shall  be  pro- 
hibited from  passing  or  enforcing  a  statute  which 
makes  invidious  discriminations  on  accocmt  of  color. 
We  desire  social  rights,  so  far  as  they  are  affected 
by  law  at  present." 

1  come  now  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
which  is  represented  on  this  floor  by  a  Sen- 
ator who  recorded  his  name,  according  to  my 
recollection,  against  the  pending  amendment, 
placing  amnesty  to  rebels  above  justice  to  his 
colorea  fellow- citizens.  How  that  is  regarded, 
will  appear  from  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
this  morning  from  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  North  Carolina,  as  follows : 

HonSM  OP  RiPSISIRTATIVKS, 

Ralxiob,  Nobtr  Carolina,  Ibth  Firtt,  1872. 

Sib  :  I  beg  permission  to  tender  you  my  sincerest 
thanks  for  all  the  favors  you  have  done,  and  are  still 
doing  in  behalf  of  my  race. 

I  thank  you  for  the  great  watchfulness  which  you 
have  evinced  already  for  securing  the  rights  of  the 
colored  people  as  full  American  citizens,  though  I 
fully  avow,  sir,  that  such  rights  shall,  and  never  will 
be  given  us,  until  you  have  succeeded  in  passing  the 
bill  which  you  are  now  arguing  before  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  until  that  is  passed  all  our  so-called  "  free 
righu  "  are  myth.  They  are  simply  **  airy  bubbles." 

1  have  been  made  to  suffer  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance upon  the  public  carriage  on  account  of  my 
colnr. 

Nor  is  mine  an  isolated  case.  All  respectable 
persons  of  color  are  dailf  suffering  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  "  free  America." 

Here  is  an  instance  unparalleled  in  history  (sacred 
or  profane.)  I  am  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina.  I  passed  a  charter  through  the 
house  in  favor  of  a  steamboat  company.  Onretum- 
ing  home  my  only  route  ii  oi  the  line  belouxiog  to 
the  said  company;  and  on  this  I  am  denied  a  first* 
class  passage;  am  consigned  to  a  prescribed  quarter 
of  the  boat,  a  place  set  apart  for  colored  people ;" 
a  place,  sir,  only  suited  for  the  meanest  and  filthiest 
wretches  on  earth.  Such  are  those  which  Americans 
fit  up  for  my  race  irrespective  of  wealth,  education, 
orgentiHty. 

Sir,  if  I  am  a  free  citizen  of  this  **mad  Repub- 
He,"  why  am  I  denied  privileges  which  are  given  to 
ray  white  brother,  although  he  might  be  the  basest 
culprit  upon  earth,  and  perhaps  fleeing  from  the 
arms  of  Justice?  Simply  because  he  ohanoes  to  have 
a  white  skin,  and  mine  by  the  same  reason  is  black. 
Because  the  Almixhty  wills  that  I  should  be  black  I 
am  denied  the  rights  of  a  freecitizen  on  the  very  line 
established  through  my  own  instrumentality.  Upon 
another  occasion  1  took  passage  on  a  steamboat.  I 
had  a  first-elass  ticket,  but  was  refused  first-class  ac- 
oommodation ;  and  because  I  would  not  consent  to 
go  balpw  into  the  dirty  department  set  aside  for  my 
race  I  had  to  sleep  all  night  (as  best  I  could)  on  a 
mal  ia  the  saloon.  The  night  was  to  bleak  that  I 


took  a  severe  eold.  and  suffered  severely  for  a  oon- 
siderable  time  from  the  effects.  I  was  on  my  way  to 
represent  my  people  in  the  Legislature.  Again.  I 
once  saw  a  very  respectable  colored  man  and  his 
family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  two  small  children, 
denied  first-class  passage  on  board  the  United  States 
mail-boat.  The  gentleman  havinggot  on  board  with 
his  family,  went  into  the  cabin.  He  was  told  to  get 
out,  but  he  declined.  The  manager,  in  order  to  avoid 
carryiuf  this  family,  took  out  the  mail  and  sent  it  by 
land  to  Its  destination.  The  boat  was  then  carried  to 
anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and  all  the  water 
drawn  out  of  the  water-casks,  leaving  the  colored 
family  entirely  without  water  and  food. 

The  gentleman  and  his  wife  were  highly  educated 
and  respectable.  Their  vocation  was  teachina.  and 
none  in  the  place  stood  higher  in  estimation  for  re- 
spectability and  neatness  in  their  general  attire.  The 
aentleman  is  now  clerk  in  the  chancery  court  of 
Warren  county,  Mississippi. 

On  another  occasion  my  own  wife  was  told  to  leave 
the  ladies'  cabin,  and  to  take  her  place  in  this  dirty 
hole  set  apart  for  colored  persons,  where  the  firemen 
and  lowest  hands  of  the  vessel  slept  at  nights,  situ- 
ated generally  near  to  the  water-closet,  and  men  are 
continually  passing  to  and  from  iU 

Such,  sir,  are  the  privileges  which  we  are  at  pres- 
ent enjoying  as  free  citisens  of  America. 

For  the  truth  of  these  facts  I  vouch ;  and  for  my 
character  I  can  refer  you  to  Hon.  C.  L.  (X>bb,  or  to 
ez-(}ovemor  Holden. 

Wish  in  a  you  well  in  all  your  undertakings,  I  am, 
your  huDkble  servant,  p    a   bykBS 

Hon.  Charlbs  Sumnbe. 

OtiiUd  State*  Smote,  Watkinffton^  D,  a 

I  have  also  a  letter  from  a  person  of  familiar 

name,  H.  R.  Helper,  dated  at  Salisbury,  North 

Carolina,  January  1,  1872,  from  which  I  will 

read  a  brief  passage  : 

**  The  oountryneeds  speed7  pacification  and  a  last- 
ing reunion.  Your  Civil  Rights  Bill  and  the  Uni- 
versal Amnesty  bill  enacted  into  law  would  do 
much  to  hasten  these  desirable  ends." 

This  is  the  testimony  of  a  white  citizen  in 
North  Carolina  j  but  this  is  not  all.  Among 
the  conspicuous  citizens  there  is  Judge  Cant- 
well,  who  on  January  1.  (the  anniversary  of 
emancipation)  made  an  eloouent  address, 
which  18  published  in  the  North  Carolina 
papers,  from  which  I  read  a  brief  extract : 

**  The  immediate  passage  of  the  supplemental  civil 
rights  bill  of  Mr.  Sumkbr.  and  the  election  of  a  Re- 
publican President  in  1872,  are  still  necessary,  in  my 
opinion,  to  isolate  and  crystallize  beyond  disturb- 
ance, dispute,  or  recall  the  rights  then  acquired.  If 
I  were  a  colored  man  I  should  not  cease  to  agitate, 
nor  would  I  feel  safe  until  these  results  had  also 
been  achieved.  Thenceforward  I  think  we  may 
anticipate  for  this  country  a  permanent  and  un- 
changeable organisation  of  our  political  system, 
based  upon  the  free  and  cordial  reooprnition  of  the 
political  individuality  and  equality  of  all  men,  irre- 
spective  of  race  and  former  condition.  This  the  great 
Magna  Charta  of  your  liberty  I  consider  indispens- 
able to  any  fixed  oonstitutional  adjustment,  and 
from  them  I  perceive  a  future  of  untold  and  bril- 
liant nationaJ  triumphs,  and  the  beginning  of  a  new 
epoch."  •  •  ♦  •  "The  leaders  of  an 
unsncceesfbl  revolt  are  seldom  propitiated  by  con- 
ciliation, unless  they  have  felt  the  exposures  of  war: 
their  loyalty  is  ordinarily  measured  by  their  fears; 
their  latent  hostility  is  demonstrated  by  the  secret 
and  mean  attempts  recently  made  to  restrain  the 
freedom  of  opinion  and  elections,  and  to  embarrass 
the  eitisen  in  the  exercise  of  his  newly  acquired  civil 
rights.  The  sooner  these  things  are  stopped  and  the 
public  mind  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  all 
further  struggles  in  that  direction  are  hopeless— snd 
the  passage  of  Mr.  Sumnbb's  bill  will  contribute  to 
that  result— the  sooner  will  mutual  interest  be  devel- 
oped, the  animosities  of  race  disappear  as  in  Eng- 
land, and  our  country  resume  its  predestined  and 
inevitable  and  peaceral  career." 

Sir,  in  those  words  of  this  North  Carolina 
orator  there  is  much  that  may  be  a  guide  to  the 
Senate.  He  clearly  sees  what  is  needed  for 
our  country )  that  we  can  haye  peace,  final, 
enduring  peace,  only  on  the  basis  of  the  equal 
rights  of  all. 

From  the  former  slaye  State  of  North  Car- 
olina I  pass  to  a  constant  free  State,  Rhode 
Island.  I  have  here  the  report  of  a  meeting 
held  in  Providence  on  the  1st  of  January  to 
commemorate  Emancipatioui  where  certain 
resolutions  were  adopted,  of  which  I  will  read 
one: 

"Whereas  there  are  certain  papen  circulating  in 
the  North,  stating  that  the  colored  people  do  not 
wish  Senator  Summbb's  supplementair  bill  to  pass 
Conjrress:  Therefore, 

**Me*olved,  That  we  colored  people  pray  earnestly  to 
Qod  that  this  bill  may  become  a  law  and  cover  every 
inch  and  foot  of  this  great  Republic" 

There  was  also  a  meeting  at  Newport  in 
Rhode  Island,  where  resolutions  were  adopted, 
some  of  which  X  will  read : 

*«iistofoe(i,  That  wa,  dtiseiis  of  the  State  of  Rhode 


Island,  do  most  sincerely  pray  that  every  member 
of  Congress  will  interest  himself  in  our  behalf  for 
rights  and  justice:  and  we  appeal  especially  to  the 
Republican  members,  as  we  claim  to  be  a  compo- 
nent part  of  that  party,  hoping  that  they  may  ba 
true  and  just  to  an  ever  loyal  people,  and  not  with- 
hold from  us  such  protection  as  will  protect  us  in 
our  civil  rights  before  the  law;  that  by  passing 
such  laws  it  affects  the  rights  of  nearly  one  mil- 
lion legal  voters  in  the  United  States  of  Amerioa 
whose  rights  are  now  ignored. 

**Be»olved^  That  we  instruct  the  president  and  sec- 
retary of  this  meeting  to  forward  the  above  memo- 
rial and  resolutions  to  Hon.  Charlbs  Sumxbb,  to 
S resent  the  same  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
tates  of  America,  asking  them  in  the  name  of  a 
hundred  thousand  martyrs  of  our  race,  who  have 
sacrificed  their  lives  on  the  battle-fields  of  rebellion 
that  our  country  might  live,  to  pass  Senator  Smi- 
mbr's  supplement  to  the  civil  rights  bill,  that  it  may 
become  a  law." 

A  colored  citizen  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  Rev.  William  F.  Dickerson,  expresses 
himself  in  a  letter  to  myself  as  follows.  I  read 
only  a  brief  extract : 

**  We  watch  with  pleasure  and  interest  all  that  is 
said  or  done  in  favor  ef  your  bill,  and  shall  beseech 
the  throne  of  Almighty  God  that  He  may  grant  its 
early  passage." 

A  colored  citizen  of  Rhode  Island  has  fur- 
nished me  with  a  memorandum,  in  his  own 
handwriting,  of  an  injustice  to  a  colored  family 
which  came  within  his  own  personal  knowledge. 
I  read  it : 

"  A  few  years  ago  a  charming  child,  four  years  old, 
died  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  Its  father  sought 
decent  and  unproscribed  burial  for  its  remains  in  the 
cemeteries  of  the  city.  He  was  refused,  and  could 
give  it  in  that  city  interment  only  in  a  pauper's 
grave.  He  lived  by  the  ocean  side.  He  resolved  to 
mcsse  his  darling  in  a  leaden  coflin  and  bury  it  in 
God's  grave-yard,  the  ocean,  but  the  mother  would 
not  consent.  The  remains  were  put  in  a  vault  and 
finally  conveyed  for  interment  to  another  State." 

Here  is  another  instance  mentioned  by  this 
writer: 

"Within  a  few  years,  a  colored  woman  of  exem- 

flary  character  died  in  the  city  of  Newport,  Rhode 
sland.  She  was  the  member^of  a  Baptist  church. 
It  was  admitted  that  she  contributed  more  gener- 
ously, considering  her  means,  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  her  church.  Hercharacter  was  in  accordance. 
Her  last  request  was  that  her  remains  should  be 
taken  to  hercnurch,a  white  church.  On  the  day  of  the 
funeral  services  her  remains  were  left  in  the  vesti- 
bule. Thev  were  refhsed  admission  into  the  church 
because  of  her  color.  The  very  Bible  used  for  the 
services  was  presented  by  this  member  while  living." 

It  is  evident  that  this  reform  is  needed  in 
Rhode  Island  as  well  as  in  North  Carolina. 

I  pass  now  to  Arkansas ;  and  here  I  read  a 
letter  from  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Arkan- 
sas— I  believe  that  the  Senators  from  that  State 
will  vouch  for  his  character  and  his  ability — 
W.  H.  Grey,  a  colored  gentleman,  an  orator, 
a  strong^  Republican,  and  a  devoted  supporter 
of  the  present  Administration.     The  letter  is 

as  follows : 

Washinotoit  Citt,  D.  C, 
Januarv  9.  ]tS72. 

DbabSib:  The  importance  to  us  of  the  passaae 
of  your  supplementary  civil  rights  bill  cannot  be 
overestimated.  To-day  colored  men  in  the  South, 
acting  in  high  and  responsible  positions,  both  State 
and  national,  are  often  treated  with  less  considera- 
tion than  favored  servants  in  hotels  and  upon  public 
conveyances.  In  my  recent  trip  from  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  to  this  city  I  wns  sold  a  first-class  ticket 
at  the  depot  in  Memphis.  The  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton company  permitted  me  to  ride  in  their  first-class 
coaches,  but  the  Rast  Tennessee  and  Virginia  roads 
would  not  permit  it,  though  I  insisted.  I  was  refused 
a  sleeping-car  along  the  whole  route,  and  for  three 
days  and  nights  I  was  compelled  to  buy  cakes,  &c., 
and  subsist  precariously  along  the  whole  line  of 
these  roads,  every  hotel  and  eating-house  being 
closed  against  me. 

It  is  said  by  some  southern  Senators  that  their 
colored  constituents  do  not  ask  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  If  you  desire  an  expression  or  the  wishes  of 
the  colored  people  of  the  south  on  this  subject  you 
will  find  it  in  their  united  prayer  to  yuu  ((rom  their 
convention  held  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  in 
October,  1871)  to  use  the  power  of  your  infiuence  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  this  righteous  act. 

It  used  to  be  said  the  negro  was  contented  and  did 
not  want  to  be  free.  As  to  the  oorreotness  of  such 
assertions  let  mankind  judge. 

The  colored  people  of  Arkansas,  and,  I  may  say. 
the  entire  Mississippi  valley,  desire  it;  for  they  are 
subjected  to  untold  inconveniences  daily,  thereby 
materially  crippling  their  interoommercial  inter- 
course, now  in  its  infancy,  by  rea«on  of  the  preju- 
dices of  persons  specially  interested  in  amnesty. 

It  affords  the  people  or  my  State  especial  satlsfko- 
tioQ  to  know  that  the  Senators  of  Arkansas  support 
your  bill. 

No  one  truly  patriots,  and  whose  philanthropy  \m 
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not  mtrieted  by  color  or  prerioiif  ooBdiUon,  oui 
doabt  that  tbcso  two  great  acts  of  relief,  the  one  of 
Jnttioe  to  a  oltM  long  denied  the  rights  yoa  woald 
giro,  the  other  of  generosity  toward  repentant  rebels, 
should  beooapled  together,  that  we  be  permitted  to 
rejoice  in  restored  rights  when  a  generous  people 
shiJl  sweep  from  the  political  arena  the  last  restige 
of  the  late  war.  and  restore  them  their  forfeited  prir- 

r  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  serrant. 

W.  H.  QRBY. 
Hon.  Ohablu  SamfgE. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  yoa  will  admit  that  this 
letter  is  written  in  the  spirit  of  a  statesman. 
The  writer  naturally  yinaicates  his  race.  He 
sees  how  much  higher  justice  is  than  gener- 
osity, and  how  absurd  it  is  to  ^laoe  wiiat  is 
called  amnesty  (o  rebels  before  justice  to  the 
colored  race. 

From  Arkansas,  a  former  slave  State,  I jpflCss 
to  Pennsylvania,  always  a  free  State.  Here 
the  evidence  is  ample.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
petition  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  Eq^ual 
Kiehts  League,  signed  by  persons  in  all  the 
leading  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  sent  to  roe 
bv  the  secretary  of  the  league,  William  D. 
Forten,  who  writes  thus : 

"This  petition  is  from  an  organised  body  of  ten 
years'  standing,  embracing  the  colored  voters  of  the 
State,  and  extending  into  nearly  all  thecountiea. 
Itsinflneooe,  weight,  and  action,  represent  the  peo- 
ple's will,  and  it  can  command  the  balanceof  power 
of  Pennsylvania.  Will  yoa,  sir,  present  this  mour 
Dame,  that  the  country  may  know  how  we  feel  at 
this  day  on  this  important  subject  ?" 

And  now  would  you  know  bow  these  voters, 
constituting  the  balance  of  power  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, feel  on  this  great  question  ?  Listen  to 
their  prayer: 

**  The  uadersifAed,  officers  and  representatives  of 
the  Penonylvania  State  Equal  Rights  League,  most 
respectlully  ask  your  honorable  body  to  speeduy 
pass  the  bill  presented  by  Hon.  Ceablrs  Sumnkr, 
as  supplementary  to  the  civil  rights  bill.  We 
ask  this  that  our  Government  may  bein  fact  a  true 
Republic,  the  rights  of  the  humblest  citisen  acknowl- 
edged, and  bis  person  protected.  We  ask  this  on 
behalf  of  the  colored  voters  of  this  State,  who  have 
oom minion ed  us  to  pray^^ou  for  the  removal  of  these 
discriminations  which  virtually  desiroy  our  consti- 
tutional rights.  The  restoration  of  our  political 
franchise  and  acknowledgment  of  our  citisenship  by 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  should  alone  have 

f»laced  us  beyond  the  reach  of  the  tyrants  who  still 
inger  among  us,  the  living  landmark  of  slavery's 
degrading  entailments;  but  alas,  it  is  not  sol  We 
DOW  ask  the  interposition  of  positive  law  to  prevent 
the  daily  outrages  on  the  law-abiding  colored  citizen. 
We  ask  this,  because  in  performing  our  duties,  ful- 
filling our  obligations,  or  seeking  eujovment,  we  are 
ill-treated.  Insulted,  and  common  civility  denied  us. 
The  anomalous  position  we  occupy  is  cruellv  and 
needlessly  degrading,  lilqttal  in  the  law,  equal  with 
the  ool lot.  equally  taxed,  andbcartngequal«yallthe 
responsibilities  of  the  citisen,  we  are  stripned  of 
the  habiliments  declared  self-evident  by  the  fathers 
through  a  defiant,  unlawful^  unchristian  sefitiment. 
**  VTe  ask  the  passage  of  this  bill  that  thespirit  and 
letter  of  the  law  may  be  in  strict  conformity ;  that 
the  nghts,  privileges,  and  immunities  conferred  on 
all  citizens  by  the  statute  shall  not  be  denied  to  us 
by  the  base  practices  of  the  disloyal  in  sentiment; 
that  tfie  sacred  pledges  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  maintain  us  in  freedom  impartially, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  rights  equally,  shall  not  be 
annulled  by  the  baleful  sentiment  of  secession  and 
slavery  exercised  by  petty  despots  who  defy  the  law 
as  it  now  exists,  and  outrage  colored  citizens  with 
impunity. 

"For  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which  will  secure 
simple  Justice  to  all,  your  petitioners  will  ever 
pray,  Ac." 

In  harmony  with  this  petition  is  a  letter 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  from  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  cultivated  young  gentlemen  that 
1  know  of  his  age  in  the  cotioiry,  Richard  T. 
Greener,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University, 
with  all  the  scholarship  whieh  coold  be  ob- 
tained at  that  seat  of  learning,  a  colored  youth, 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Institute  for  Colored 
Youth  in  Philadelphia.  He  writes  ma,  under 
date  of  November  27,  as  follows  t 

*'DbarSir:  I  have  noticed  the  report  in  the  promi- 
aent  Journals  that  you  intend  to  introduce  at  the 
approaching  session  your  bill  supplementary  to  the 
civil  rightsl)ill. 

**  Since  some  such  measure  is  imperatively  needed 
by  the  colored  people  of  the  eountry,  all  measures 
fUIing  short  of  this  being  mere  stones  instead  of 
bread,  I  have  determined  to  ask  you  whether  it 
would  not  help  to  strengthen  your  appeal  were  you 
sustained  by  a  petition  from  the  colored  people  of 
the  entire  country?  I  could  guaranty  twenty-five 
thousand  names  xrom  Pennsylvania  alone." 

I  have  also  a  letter  from  a  colored  clergy- 

man,  Bev.  Moses  Anderson ,  of  Greencastle, 


Franklin  connty,  Peansylvania,  from  which  I 
will  read  a  brief  sentence : 

"8»:  This  bill  of  yoarais  the  best  measure  that 
has  been  offered  yet.  I  hope  you  may  be  sustained 
by  the  people,  and  that  Oongrets  will  see  tba  neoe»- 
sity  of  promptly  passing  the  bill." 

Another  letter  from  A.  EL  Phillipps,  of  Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania,  reveals  one  of  the  inequali- 
ties which  now  exist  in  the  educational  system 
of  the  county.  I  think  no  Senator  can  hear 
this  without  teeling  the  outiage : 

RiAmNO,  PiinrsTLVAKiA,  January  8, 1S7SL 
Dkab  Sia:  You  no  doubt  will  wonder  who  is 
addressing  you  from  the  Democratic  stronghold  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  subject  I  wish  to  refer  to  and 
ask  your  advice  is  as  follows,  which  has  reference- 
to  our  schools:  several  years  ago  the  Reading 
school  board  provided  a  separate  school-house  for 
the  colored  people,  which  is  situated  outside  of  the 
populated  part  of  the  city.  The  colored  people  had 
no  other  remedy  but  to  submit,  although  their  chil- 
dren had  to  tramp  the  snows  and  rains  of  winter  for 
several  miles;  but  at  last  a  new  era  has  dawned 
upon  that  race  who  have  borne  the  chains  of  slavery 
so  many  years.  The  civil  rights  bill  has  erased  the 
lines  of  distinction  which  our  school  board  made. 
To-day  I,  as  one  of  the  controllers,  have  given 
orders  to  admit  four  colored  children  into  the  sec- 
tion in  which  they  reside j  that  is,  I  admitted  them 
into  tlv6  white  schools.  I  have  done  what  all  the 
rest  of  the  controllers  refused  to  do.  I  am  now 
threatened  with  impeachment  in  the  board,  and 
there  are  also  threats  made  to  dismiss  the  colored 
scholars,  and  send  them  back  to  their  own  school, 
out  of  the  section.  Can  you  not  give  me  advice  what 
course  I  shall  pursue  7  If  the  colored  man  votes  in 
the  section,  can  the  school  bo»rd  send  his  children 
out  of  his  section  to  schonlT  Will  vou  ask  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  nis  opinion  7 
Then  I  will  fight  them. 
You  will  oblige,  yours,  tmly, 

A.  H.  PHILLIPPS. 
Hon.  Chablbs  Sumnkb, 

United  iitatea  Senator,  Waehinoton,  D.  G. 

Does  any  one  saj  that  the  separate  school 
provided  for  these  coloredchildren  is  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  common  school?  Does  not  this 
case  reveal  the  very  hardship  which  I  tried  to 
portray  the  other  day  in  my  remarks?  I  then 
insisted  that  it  was  only  through  the  common 
school  that  equal  education  could  be  obtained, 
that  thjd  separata  school  from  its  very  nature 
muot  be  a  failure,  and  that  it  never  could  aSbrd 
eqqal  education;  and  now  comes  this  testi- 
mony in  support  of  my  remarks. 

I  now  come  to  Alabama,  unhappily  once  a 
slave  State,  unhappily  at  this  moment  troubled 
by  what  is  known  as  the  Ku  Kluz.  i  have 
in  my  hand  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
ihp.  Ku  Elux  in  one  of  the  counties  of  Alat 
bama,  and  with  yoor  permission  will  read  the 
preamble: 

'*  Whereas,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, it  is  neces^ry  that  there  should  exist  some 
organisation  bv  and  through  which  good  cititens 
may  be  enabled  to  act  promptly  and  efficiently  in 
securing  the  election  to  office  of  compe|ent  men; 
.mtfn  toko  have  never  pandered  to  the  detestable  doc- 
trine of  negro  equality,  nor  forsaken  the  cause  of 
their  race  for  the  contemptible  object  of  self- 
aggrandisement:  and  whereas  it  is  also  necessary 
that  the  civil  authorities  should  be  sustained  and 
upheld  in  a  strict,  prompt,  and  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  law  against  all  wrong-doers t  and  whereas 
there  are  certain  oflfenses  that  may  be  committed  by 
a  class  of  the  population  in  our  midst  which  the 
law  neither  does  nor  can  punish :  Therefore, 

**To  secure  a  white  man's  Qovernment"— 

Mark,  if  you  please,  the  wordt  of  this   Eu 

Elux  constitution — 

**  to  enforce  the  Isjw*  to  preserve  order,  and  to  pro- 
tect all  good  citisens  and  persons  in  the  full  snd 
peaceful  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property. 
and  in  the  jurosecntion  of  their  daily  business,  free 
from  fear  of  molestation  or  hinderance,  we  do  adopt 
for  our  government  the  following  oonstitntion  and 
by-laws." 

Then  follow  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  I 
need  not  eay  brutal  and  atrocious  in  character  : 
but  you  will  not  fail  to  mark  that  the  central 
point  of  this  whole  organization  is  to  secure  a 
white  man's  Govern ment ;  that  is,  to  carry  out 
the  original  object  of  the  rebellion  as  declared 
by  Je^rson  Davis,  on  this  floor,  in  his  fare- 
well address,  and  afterward  announced  by 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  vice  president  of  the 
rebellion,  in  bis  too  taroous  speech.  The 
object  of  the  rebellion  was  to  establish  a  white 
man's  Qovernment,  to  overturn  the  declared 
principles  of  our  national  Qovernment,  and 
to  substitute  instead  principles  of  inequality ; 
and  DOW  the  En  Elux  Elan  of  Alabama  take 


op  '^  the  loiC  cause  "  of  the  rebellion  and  eoh 
body  it  in  their  preamble  and  coostitatioo. 
Sir,  against  that  I  declare  my  oppoBiiion  at  til 
times.  1  stand  on  tfae  great  principles  decltred 
by  our  fathers,  those  axiooiaiic  and  self  en- 
dent  tratbsy  which,  being  axioraaiic  and  self 
evident,  are  beyond  question,  and  those  I  in- 
sist shall  be  maintained  by  the  legisUtion  of 
Congress  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  t^ 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

This  testimony  from  the  Eu  Elux  Rlao  re- 
veals to  us  the  necessity  of  the  leffislaiioo  that 
I  now  propose.  But  this  is  not  idl.  1  have  a 
letter  ^om  H.  J.  Europe,  of  Mobile,  Alahamt, 
from  which  I  will  read  a  few  passages: 

**  Ferfa  aps  yon  may  think  that  we  ought  to  bentih 
fied :  that  enough  has  been  done  for  us:  that  vt m 
ungrateful.  I  bnve  tried  to  think  so,  too.  We  maj 
be  ungratefVil.  Yes.  we  are  ungratefol.  Bat  ve  an 
men,  although  incased  in  black  Ikins.  And.iir.tbt 
f>ict  that  we  are  men,  having  the  sams  faeoitia, 
though  for  the  most  partund«veloped,  aod  lahjected 
to  the  same  aspiratious.  passions,  and  weakncMes  u 
other  men.  should  explain  all."      •      •     •     • 

*'  I^  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  that  ths  eol* 
ored  women,  no  matter  of  how  good  a  cbsracter,  of 
how  much  dignity  and  reftoemeot,  if  ihey  wish  to 
visit  a  theater,  are  obliged  to  climb  three  or  fov 
flights  of  stairs,  and  then  sit  amoug  the  hariota:  to 
suuid  on  the  plattbrms  of  street  cars,  sleeo  oo  the 
floors  of  steamboats,  and  on  railroads  to  ride  Id  the 
smoking-ears,  and  in  nearly  every  case  are  charted 
first-class  fkre.  We  hope,  however,  with  sSBistasee 
of  Ood,  that  you  will  triumph."      •      •     •    • 

**  I  see  from  the  papers  that  you  voted  scaiut 
amnesty  to  these  unrepentant  rebels.   X  hope  the 

fapers  told  the  truth,  for.  in  my  humble  jademeot 
eannot  believe  that  such  men  as  John  Foisytli 
ought  ever  to  hold  office.  Why,  here  the  police  veer 
confederate  gray,  and  the  lives  of  colored  people 
and  white  B^uolioans  are  not  safe  in  oar  State. 
There  are  several  men  now  on  trial  before  the  Uni- 
ted States  circuit  court,  charged  with  'Ku  Klaxiof. 
And  until  our  lives  are  sale.  I  tbiok.  with  all  of  ay 
people,  that  we  want  no  amnesty  bills  pusied." 

I  come  now  to  the  Slate  of  Virginia.  YoQ 
have  already  had  many  petitions  presented 
from  that  State,  asking  for  the  passage  of  tbe 
supplementary  bill.  One  was  presented  the 
other  day  by  tbe  Senator  from  that  StatSi  [Mr. 
Lewis,]  signed  by  several  thoosand  colored 
citizens.  I  presented  one  this  morning,  signed 
by  a  large  number  of  tbe  senators  and  repre 
sentatives  in  the  Legislature  of  that  Srste. 
Now,  if  you  please,  I  will  read  a  brief  leuer 
from  P.  K.  Jones,  of  the  house  of  delegates: 

Honaa  or  DaLnuTis,  Ricmroya.  Vitsnu. 

^soem^er  SO.  1871. 

Dsaa  SiK :  The  8upi>1  omen t  to  thecivil  righti  UH 
now  before  Congress,  is  ngitating  tbe  cooDtry  iroiB 
one  end  of  the  lund  to  the  ot  her,  a  hill  which  ererr 
colored  man  in  the  land  needsw  I  see  that  yoa  are 
the  author  of  tbe  same*  as  yoa  are  of  all  the  great 
progressive  movements  in  this  country.  Icaooot 
enumerate  the  wrongs  that  are  perpetrated  apoi 
our  people  in  this  State.  _We  cannot  go  to  the  ca^ 
lie)     "    " 


itol  unleu  being  proscribed  in  the  street  eari  to 
which  we  ride.    Sir.  cannot  something  be  done  7 
Tours,  truly, 

Hon.  Chablis  Smnrga. 


P.  K.  JONES. 


I  have  here,  also,  a  Virginia  newspaper, 

the  National  Virginian,  of  January  6,  from 

which  I  will  read  a  brief  article: 

"  The  Supplementary  Civil  Riohte  BilL-M  the  iMt 
session  of  Congress  Mr.  Sumnbr  presented  a  miiu 
the  United  States  Senate  providing  that  the  fame 
rights  shall  be  onjoyed  by  colored  P^oP^^^f^^^l 
boats,  railroafls,  and  at  hotels  as  arc  accordea  »nue 
pnople.  The  measure  is  eminently  jast  aikI  proper. 
and  we  most  sincerely  trust  will  speedily  beeoae  i 

law  of  the  land.  .      . 

"The  twaddle  in  tbe  UnitedStatcsSenaieof  wea- 

kneed  Republicans  over  amnesty  to  rebels  wbofwro 
to  ask  them  for  it,  and  would  contempiuonsJy  mow 
to  recognise  them  upon  the  highways,  is  ^^''^Jjil 
gusting  to  those  knowing  any  thing  of  the  opponiws 
wo  have  here  to  deal  with.  It  is  not  tbe  rebel  V^ 
oorats,  but  tbe  true  and  loyal  men  who  need  to« 
care  and  kindness  of  Congress.  .  ,._i^*« 

"Give  the  colored  man  bis  plain, dear. dy|nfB» 
as  an  American  citizen.  Give  u«  a  nieaiore  to  pr^ 
tectua.  white  and  black,  fVom  a  Ku'Klox  jndfs*^ 
jury,  and  you  will  have  done  your  duty  to  ui.  "J 
claim,  by  reason  of  our  fidelity  and  work,  your  um 
consideration.  _^i.jr 

"  If  amnesty  is  not  worth  a^og  f^i".  ••«"**! ;« 
is  not  worth  the  time  it  costs  to  discuss  tbe  qoMi^"' 
and  the  passage  of  any  such  messurs  f^^'fJH^* 
disgraoafhl  gratuity  to  an  nnpeniuntand  iavup»»* 
foe." 

Such,  sir,  are  the  seotimenU  of  the  <^^^ 
people  in  Virginia,  expressed  in  one  of  weir 
public  organs.  They  do  not  sgreo  ^^^^ 
ators  who  ask  that  the  rights  of  ike  colsiw 
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prevent  the  proBcribing  ef  a  RopresentatiTe  in  Con- 
gress from  the  colored  race  by  railroad  companies, 
iteamboat-owoers,  or  hotel-keepers. 

**Tbe  colored  voter  demands  from  all  for  whom 
be  costs  a  vote,  from  President  of  the  United  Statee 
down,  that  they  tive  of  whatever  influence  or  power 
they  may  hare  to  assistance  in  the  demolition  of 
every  barrier  that  blocks  the  way  of  their  enjoy- 
ment of  manhood's  rights.  If  a  full  pardon  is  to  be 
extended  to  the  rebels  of  the  South  by  Congress,  we 
demand  of  the  Republican  party  in  Congress,  and  of 
the  Administration,  that  justice  be  done  to  the  black 
men  who  have  ever  been  loyal.  We  feel  and  know 
that  the  safety  of  the  party  in  the  southern  States 
requires  the  passage  of  justsach  a  law  as  the  snp- 

51ementary  civil  rights  bill  of  Senator  Sumnsb. 
'he  work  has  been  well  boRun  by  Hon«  Charles 
gcuxKR  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
e  oarriea  out  if  the  Administration  and  the  Repub- 
lican party  are  determined  that  the  year  1S72  shall 
see  all  races  and  all  colon  in  this  nation  equal  before 
the  law," 

I  might  read  mock  more  of  the  same  char- 
acter, but  I  come  to  an  important  address, 
characterized  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time 
as  ^^argutuentative  and  powerful,"  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  officers  and  students  of 
Howard  University.  I  call  attention  to  that 
admirable  paper,  which  is  in  itself  an  irresist- 
ible statement  of  the  case  for  our  colored 
fellow* citizens  better  than  anything  I  can  say. 
I  only  covet  on  this  occasion  something  of  the 
strength  that  is  contained  in  these  words.  I 
cannot  read  th<)  whole  paper.  I  will  read  a 
few  passages: 

**We  feel  that  we  can  speak  anthoritatively  in 
this  matter  for  even  a  larger  number  than  ourselves, 
since  as  officers  and  students  we  represent  perhaps 
every  State  in  the  Union,  and  particularly  thesouth- 
em  portion  of  our  country,  where  we  suffer  more 
severely  than  in  any  other  section  by  reason  of  the 
omel  and  nniust  duorimination  on  aooonnt  of  color, 
wbioh  we  believe  the  passage  and  enforcement  of 
the  snppletnental  civil  rights  bill  will  fully  correct. 
We  earnestly  and  respectfully  press  upon  the  hon- 
orable Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  the 
passage  of  Senator  Suxnsr's  bill,  notonly  because 
we  believe  it  will  guaranty  to  us  the  rights  to  which 
we  are  entitled  under  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  civil  rights 
bill,  but  because  as  a  just  measure  we  believe  it  is 
essential  to  all  classes  of  oitiiens.  No  Government 
er  party  can  long  afford  to  permit  even  the  humblest 
«itiseii  to  suffer  under  an  injustice ;  it  must  sooner 
or  later  redound  to  the  injury  of  those  who  uphold 
it,  or  having  the  power  to  correct  it  fail  to  do  so." 

Omitting  a  part  of  this  address  I  proceed 
to  read  further  from  it: 

**  We  further  urse  the  passage  of  this  bill  becatise 
we  believe  that  toe  sooner  the  legal  status  of  all 
olassM  in  thecountry  is  completely  settled,  the  better 
It  will  be  for  all  parties  eonoerned." 

I  ask  you.  sir,  if  that  is  not  wise,  if  it  is  not 
itatesmanlikc;  but  these  are  colored  fellow- 
citizens  who  say  it: 

**Let  it  be  distlnoti/  understood  that  the  amend- 
ments and  their  legitimate  results  are  finalities,  that 
ther*  is  to  be  no  distinction  on  account  of  raoe,  color, 
or  previous  condition  of  servitude  in  reality  as  well 
as  name.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  can  weoonfidently 
look  for  a  cessation  of  a  system  of  outrageous  treat- 
ment toward  a  class  which  is  a  disgrace  to  humanity 
and  the  American  people." 

These  words  are  strong  ;  but  are  they  not  the 
natnral  expression  of  colored  fellow-citizens? 
The  address,  in  a  later  part,  proceeds : 

*'A8  to  the  other  point,  that  the  people  will  not 
bear  it,  we  by  no  means  admit  that  such  is  the  ease; 
but.  on  the  eontrary,  we  believe  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  this  country  confidently  look  to  the 
Republican  party  to  complete  the  work  which  they 
have  so  well  begun.  As  students  we  are  trying  to 
eduMite  ouselves.  We  ask  of  the  Republioan  party, 
as  our  friends,  that  wo  be  assisted  in  this  effort  and 
not  retarded  by  i>eing reminded  on  every  hand  that 
we  are  regarded  as  inferiors,  and  that  however  well 
educated,  and  however  respectable,  we  can  not  re- 
ceive the  same  treatment  in  the  public  schools,  in 
the  cars,  on  steamboats,  at  hotels,  and  at  places  of 
amusements  and  instruction,  as  is  accorded  toother 
oitiseod.  Of  social  equality  we  say  no  things- 
Here  thpy  come  back  to  the  point  which  has 
been  so  often  made  in  this'Cbamber — 

**0f  social  equality  we  say  nothing,  because  there 
is  no  such  thing  associal  equality ;  every  white  man 
can  never  be  the  social  equal  of  every  other  white 
man;  no  more  can  every  colored  man  be  the  social 
equal  of  every  other  colored  man.  It  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  regulated  hv  character  and  culture, 
certainly  not  by  legislation.''       •        •       •       • 

"Now.  in  the  providence  of  God,  an  opportunity 
is  allowed  the  American  Congress  to  unite  a  meas- 
ure of  justice  with  one  of  magnanimity.  We  pray 
the  American  people,  through  their  Congress,  that 
if  it  is  now  too  late  to  be  nrsi  just  and  afterward 
generous,  that  tney  be  at  least  just  and  generous  at 
the  same  time,  now  that  an  opportunity  presents 


itself.  We  have  forfeited  no  rights,  we  have  broken 
no  laws,  we  have  never  rebelled  against  what  we 
yet  hope  will  be  host  Qovornment  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  given  our  Uvea 
and  our  treasures  unstintingly,  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  in  the  war  of  1S12,  and  in  the  suppression 
of  the  great  slaveholders'  rebel lion^  and  that,  too, 
for  a  land  in  which,  until  recently,  it  has  been  our 
only  privilege  to  lertiriso  it  with  our  labor  and 
bedew  it  with  our  tears.  Arc  we,  then,  asking  too 
much  when  wo  petition  the»Ooneress  or  the  United 
States  to  give  to  us  the  same  riKhts  they  propose  to 
give  to  traitors  and  rebels?  We  cannot  abate  our 
efforts  in  this  matter.  Nay,  we  will  not.  We  ask 
our  friends;  we  ask  the  Republican  perty;  espe- 
cially do  we  ask  those  Senators  and  Representatives 
whose  constituency  is  largely  colored,  that  they  see 
to  it  that  we  seoore  all  the  rights  guarantied  to  us 
by  law.  If  in  seeking  to  accomplish  this  amnesty  to 
rebels  must  fail,  then  let  it  fail,  and  it  deserves  to.'' 

Sir,  this  is  an  address  from  colored  pro- 
fessors and  students ;  but  does  it  not  do  tnem 
honor?  Does  it  not  awaken  an  echo  in  your 
bosom?  I  know  that  I  do  not  put  that  ques- 
tion in  vain.  I  know,  sir,  that  you  must  gen- 
erously respond  to  it.  I  know,  sir,  that  you 
must  sympathize  with  every  word  uttered  by 
these  colored  fellow-citizens;  that  you  roust 
feel  that  they  are  right  when  they  insist  that 
they  shall  be  secured  in  their  rights  before  you 
talk  about  amnesty. 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the 
pending  measure  is  its  operation  on  the  com- 
mon school,  making  it  what  is  implied  in  its 
name,  a  school  open  to  all.  The  term  **  com- 
mon" explains  itself.  Originally,  in  England 
under  the  law,  it  defined  outlying  land  near  a 
village  open  to  all  the  inhabitants;  and  the 
common  school  is  an  institution  of  education 
open  to  all.  If  you  make  it  for  a  class,  it  is 
not  a  common  school,  but  a  separate  school, 
and,  as  I  have  said  frequently  to-day,  and 
also  before  in  addressing  the  Senate,  a  sep- 
arate school  never  can  be  a  substitute  for  the 
common  school.  The  common  school  has 
for  its  badge  equality.  The  separate  school 
has  for  its  badge  inequality.  The  one  has 
open  doors  for  all;  the  other  has  open  doors 
only  for  those  of  a  certain  color.  That  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  to  the 
promises  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
to  all  that  is  implied  in  the  recent  constitu- 
tional amendments.  So  long  as  it  continues 
the  great  issue  of  the  war  remains  still  unde- 
cided ;  for,  as  I  explained  the  other  day,  that 
great  issue  as  stated  by  Jefferson  Davis,  and 
then  again  accepted  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  was 
equality.  Only  by  maintaining  equality  will 
you  maintain  the  great  victory  of  the  war. 

Now,  sir,^  here  in  Washington  this  very 
question  of  separate  schools  has  for  some  time 
agitated  the  community.  The  colored  people 
have  themselves  acted.  They  speak  for  equal 
rights.  I  have  iu  my  hand  a  communication 
to  the  Senate  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, under  date  of  January  18, 1871,  covering 
a  report  from  the  trustees  of  the  colored  schools 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  which  they 
make  most  important  and  excellent  recom- 
mendations. Mow  well  at  last  the  colored 
Ceople  do  speak !  Who  among  us  can  speak 
etter  than  they  speak  in  the  passages  I  am 
about  to  read  ? 
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It  is  our  Judgment  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
colored  people  of  this  capital,  and  not  theirs  alone, 
but  those  of  all  classes,  require  the  abrogation  oi 
all  laws  and  institutions  creating  or  tending  to  per- 
petuate distinctions  based  on  color,  and  the  enact- 
ment in  their  stead  of  such  provisions  as  shall  seoure 
equal  privileges  to  all  classes  of  citizens.  The  laws 
creating  the  present  system  of  separate  schools  for 
colored  children  in  this  District  were  enacted  as  a 
temporary  expedient  to  meet  a  condition  of  things 
which  has  now  passed  away.  That  they  recognise 
and  tend  to  perpetuate  a  cruel,  unreasonable,  and 
unehristian  prdudice,  which  has  been  and  Is  the 
source  of  untold  wrong  and  injustiee  to  that  class  of 
the  community  which  we  represent,  is  ample  reason 
for  their  modification.  The  experience  of  this  com- 
munity for  the  last  few  years  has  fully  demonstrated 
that  the  association  of  different  races  in  their  daily 
occupations  and  civic  duties  is  as  consistent  with  the 
general  convenience  as  it  is  with  justice.  And  cus- 
tom is  now  fully  reconciled  at  this  capital  to  the 
seating  side  by  side  of  white  and  colored  people  in 
the  railway  oar,  the  jury-box,  the  municipal  and 
(Government  offices,  in  the  city  councils,  and  even  in 
the  Halls  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  Yet  while 
the  fathers  may  sit  together  in  those  high  places  ot 
honor  and  trust,  the  children  ore  required  by  law  to 


be  eduoiA^d  apart.   We  tee  neitto*  reesoa  Bor  i«- 

tice  in  this  discrimination.  If  the  fathers  are  fit  to 
associate,  why  are  not  the  children  ecnally  po? 

"Children,  naturally,  arenetaffeeted  bytkisprf^a. 
dice  of  race  or  color.  To  edueate  them  in  Mpsrsie 
schools  tends  to  beget  and  intensify  it  in  their  yoanc 
minds,  and  so  to  perpetuate  ittofuteregeDeratioDi. 
If  it  it  the  intention  of  the  United  Sutesthattbrn 
children  shall  beoome  oitiiens  in  faot.  eqaal  befon 
the  law  with  all  others,  why  train  them  to  recoc* 
nize  these  unjust  and  impolitic  distinetioiu?  Toao 
so  is  not  only  contrary  to  reason,  hot  also  to  tbs  io> 
j  unction  of  Scri  pture,  which  says»  *  Train  ap  a  child 
in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 
not  depart  from  it.' 

"Objection  tq  the  step  here  recommended hssbses 
made  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  Every  advsooe4 
step  in  the  same  direction  has  been  oppeiedoa  ths 
same  superficial  allegation. 

"  The  right  of  the  colored  man  to  ride  in  the  rail- 
way cars,  to  cast  the  ballot,  to  sit  on  the  jnir,  to  bold 
office,  and  even  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  bu  cood* 
try,  has  encountered  the  same  objection,  tfe  art 
confident  that  it  will  prove  of  no  greater  wei^  is 
the  present  case  than  it  has  in  the  others.  There  ii  no 
argument  for  equality  at  the  ballot-boz.in  the  can, 
or  on  the  jury,  in  holding  office,  and  beariag  armi, 
which  is  not  equally  apnlicable  in  the  present  ease. 
We  may  go  furtber.  and  insist  that  eqatlity  io  the 
other  cases  requires  equality  here;  otherwise,  the 
whole  system  is  incomplete  and  inharmonioni. 

**It  is  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  that  iobm 
of  themostdistiujKuifihed  men  in  literary. social. ai^ 
political  circles  in  this  section  of  the  coantryWe 
recently,  in  setting  forth  their  claims  to  be  cosiid* 
ered  the  best  and  truest  friends  of  the  people  ofeolor, 
taken  pains  to  inform  the  public  that  thej  were 
reared  with  colored  children,  played  with  them  is 
the  sports  of  childhood,  and  were  even  saekled  bf 
colored  narsee  in  infancy :  henoe,  that  no  prijadiee 
ai^ainst  color  exists  on  their  part.  If  this  be  lo.thea 
with  what  show  of  oonsistenoy  or  reason  can  they 
object  to  the  children  of  both  elssses  sittiar  fide  by 
tide  in  school? 

"That  the  custom  of  separation  on  aeooiuit  of 
color  must  disappear  from  our  public  sehooU.aiit 
has  from  our  halls  of  justice  and  of  legislatioB,  we 
re^rd  as  but  a  ouestion  of  time.  Whether  thh 
unjust,  unreasonable,  and  unchristian discrimiBatioQ 
ogainst  our  children  shall  continue  at  ths  capital  of 
this  great  Republic  is  for  the  wisdom  of  Congreif  to 
determine.'' 

Sir,  are  not  these  excellent  words?  It  not 
that  statement  clear  and  well-sustained?  Is 
there  any  Senator  here  who  can  answer  it? 
Is  there  any  Senator  here  who  will  sethimseif 
against  this  colored  school  committeein  stttiof 
the  rights  of  the  colored  children?  I  think 
there  is  no  Senator,  whatever  may  be  bis  thii* 
ity  or  experience  in  debate,  who  will  not  fail 
when  he  undertakes  to  encounter  that  simple 
text.  The  words  will  stand  onanswered  m 
unanswerable. 

Sir,  I  bring  this  testimony  now  to  a  clcse.  I 
have  adduced  letters,  resolutions,  addressei 
from  various  States  of  the  Union,  showing  the 
sentiments  of  the  colored  people.  1  havetd- 
duced  them  in  answer  to  allegations  oi  this 
floor  that  the  pending  measure  of  eqaal  rights 
was  not  needed,  (hat  the  pending  lueasorewti 
one  for  social  equality.  Listening  to  ibese 
witnesses,  you  see  that  they  all  insist  that  it  is 
needed,  and  that  it  is  in  no  respect  a  measure 
of  social  equality.  It  is .  a  measure  of  strict 
legal  right.  I  adduce  this  testimony  also  id 
answer  to  the  allegation  so  loftily  made  iu 
debate  the  other  day  that  the  colored  people 
were  willing  to  see  the  former  rebels  aaiD<s* 
tied,  trusting  to  some  indefinite  future  to  obtain 
there  own  rights.  I  said  at  the  time  thataocb 
an  allegation  was  irrational.  I  now  shov  yoa 
that  it  is  repudiated  bv  the  colored  people. 
They  do  not  recognise  the  Senators  who  bare 
undertaken  to  speak  for  them  as  their  repre- 
sentatives. They  insist  upon  their  rigbts  be- 
fore you  undertake  to  be  generous  to  rebels. 
They  insist  that  they  shall  be  saved  from  indif  • 
oity  when,  they  travel,  when  they  oflTer  their 
child  at  the  common  school ;  that  they  shall  be 
scoured  against  any  such  outrage^  before  yon 
undertake  to  remove  the  disabilities  of  those 
who  struck  at  the  life  of  this  Republic. 

Now,  sir,  will  you  not  be  just  before  yon  we 
generous  ?  Or  if  you  do  not  place  ibe  rigbts 
of  the  colored  people  foremost,  will  yoa  not 
at  least  place  them  side  by  side  with  those  of 
the  former  rebels,  put  them  both  where  1  eeek 
now  to  put  them,  in  the  same  statute,  so  that 
hereafter  the  rebels  shall  know  that  generosity 
to  them  was  sMsociated  with  jastiee  to  ibeir 
colored  fellow-citizens;  that  ther  all  baw  a 
common  interest;  tbattheyare  linked  together 
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bankrupt    The  penaltiea  in  the  foregoing  part 

of  the  section  are  abnndant. 

The  section  next  to  the  last  also  requires 

amending.    It  provides  that — 

Bvery  law,  statute,  ordinance,  resnlation,  or 
castom.  whether  Dational  or  State,  inooosUteDtwith 
this  act.  or  making  any  discriminations  a^aindt  any 

Cerson  on  account  of  color,  by  the  word  *'  white,"  is 
ere  by  repealed. 

I  onderataod  that  Congress  have  no  power  to 
repeal  a  State  statute  any  more  l^an  we  ksTe  to 
enaot  a  State  statnte.  That  provision  of  the  law 
is  unconstitotional,  and  is  entirely  nnnecessarj. 
If  we  enact  a  oonstitntional  law,  all  laws  of 
the  States  inconsistent  tiierewith  are  virtu- 
ally annulled,  because  the  Consiatntion  of  the 
United  Simtes  provides  that  ^*  this  ConstitntioB 
and  the  laws  «Mule  in  pursuance  thereof  ahall 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.'' Tne  section  is  unnecessary, 
and  worse.  In  any  view  we  shonld  strike  out 
tbe  words  '^whether  national  or  State,''  and 
thus  suffer  the  sectiou  to  have  such  effect  as 
the  courts  may  properly  give  to  it. 

The  amendment  being  thus  modified,  its 
effect  is  not  impaired.  The  question  now 
arises  whether  this  amendment  is  within  the 
oonstitutionalpower  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  Ku  EIuz  bill,  which  we  passed 
under  the  authority  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment, was  in  aid  of  the  suppression  of  iosurrec- 
tion  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace,  and  was  clearly  national  in  its  charac- 
ter. It  maybe  insisted  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment cannot  enact  a  law  generally  regulat- 
ing inns  and  cemeterieSj  schools,  churches, 
colleges.  &c.,  in  the  States.  If  this  law,  as 
modifiea,  does  undertake  such  regulation,  un- 
less there  is  some  express  authority  in  the 
Constitution  giving  ns  this  power,  I  agree  tliat 
the  aet  ia  unconstitutional. 

The  permanence  of  the  Gx>vernment  depends 
on  our  preserving  two  features,  the  sovereignty 
of  the  General  Government  and  the  independ- 
ence of  the  States.  Hod  our  (Government  been 
a  centralized  government,  or  a  mere  confed- 
eration of  Sif^s,  it  wottid  long,  since  have 
ceased  to  exist.  If  the  States  assumie  more  than 
belongs  to  them,  as  in  the  rebellion^  or  if 
the  General  Government  assumes  more  than 
belongs  to  it,  the  harmony  of  the  system  is 
destroyed.  We  having  jnst  passed  from  a  war 
where  our  hostility  to  the  odious  doctrine  of 
States  rights  has  been  excited,  we  may  be  in 
danger  of  being  too  little  on  the  alert  against 
a  centralieation  of  power  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Let  the  General  Government  be 
supreme  in  national  affairs  and  the  States  inde- 
pendent in  State  affairs,  and  our  Eepublie  will 
be  safe. 

But  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  as  modified,  in  no  manner 
assumes  to  regulate  the  relations  of  common 
carriers,  innkeepers,  Ac,  with  the  public. 
All  this  it  leaves  to  the  States,  excenling 
that  it  provides  that  every  eitieen  ehsll  be 
treated  as  a  citizen,  be  he  white  or  colored. 
That  is  eonstttotiooaL  If  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  in  their  former  animosity  to  the 
people  of  New  England  should  deprive  them 
of  the  common  rights  of  citizenship  in  that 
State,  should  re^se  them  the  aceommodation 
of  cars  or  inns,  we  would  find  some  constitu- 
tional  power  to  protect  them  in  the  equal 
rights  of  American  citizenship.  We  have  ^he 
same  ri^ht  and  are  under  the  same  obligation 
k>  the  citizens  of  color. 

This  act  virtually  says  there  has  existed  in 
this  country  an  enslaved  and  degraded  raee ; 
and  the  people  have  prejudices  incident  to 
their  being  associated  with  slavery.  We  have 
jufit  passed  through  a  war  from  which  we  have 
garnered  three  great  principles  which  it  is  the 
purpose  of  this  law  to  enforce.  One  is,  that 
every  person  in  the  land  has  a  chartered  right 
to  freedom.  Before  the  thirteenth  amend* 
ment  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  State  to  make 
any  one  a  slave.    Tbey  did  bj  Stete  law  make 


four  million  snch  ^  and  the  Supreme  Court 
held  that  the  slaves  had  none  of  the  rights  of 
freemen.  Now,  every  man  has  a  charter  for 
hts  freedom,  which  no  State,  no  power  on 
earth  can  take  from  him.  ^ 

Again,  before  the  adoption  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  the  States  nxed  the  qualifications 
of  citizenship,  and  one  became  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  by  being  a  citizen  of  the  State. 
It  was  derivative.  The  States  fixed  what  cob- 
ditions  they  pleased ;  ao  that  one  might  be  a 
citizen  of  Massachasetts  and  not  of  South 
Carolina,  as  history  proiHM  to  us.  The  people 
have  now  declared  that  every  one  born  or 
naturalized  in  the  United  States,  and  subject 
to  its  jarisdiction^  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  the  State  in  which  he  residee, 
and  that  no  State  shall  pass  any  law  abridging 
the  privileges  or  immunities  of  a  citizeo  «f  the 
United  States,  or  denying  to  any  the  equal 
protection  of  the  law. 

Then,  too,  we  secured  to  all  the  ballot;  and 
the  people  have  decreed  that  Congress  shall 
enforce  these  provisions  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation. In  other  words,  an  equality  of  citizen- 
ship is  established,  and  we  are  directed  to  see 
to  it  that  that  citizenship  is  nowhere  abridged. 
It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  constitution^  for 
Congress  to  say  to  the  States,  **the  regulation 
of  the  relations  between  all  these  institutions 
and  the  public  is  with  you,  but  you  shall  treat 
citizenship  as  citizenship"  eveiywhera. 

Mr.  President,  we  sit  here  in  this  deliber* 
ative  assembly  and  we  do  not  appreciate  the 
results  of  the  history  of  the  last  ten  years. 
Those  three  amendments  are  to  have  a  mighty 
effect  on  coming  generations,  and  tbey  are 

Criceleas  to  the  nation.  They  are  all  that  we 
ave  rescued  from  all  the  bloody  fields  of 
anguish.  £very  one  in  the  land  should  be 
taught  the  value  of  these  principle^.  The 
mother  ^ould  engrave  them  on  the  tablet  that 
bears  the  impresa  of  her  soldier  boy,  for  he 
poured  out  his  young  blood  to  purchase  them. 
The  young  wife  should  we&ve  them  around  the 
sword  of  her  husband,  for  he  bade  her  .a  long, 
long  fiirewell  to  obtain  them.  The  father  who 
mourns  his  son,  should  engrave  them  upon  the 
tomb  of  his  boy,  for  he  lies  .there  cold  and 
dead  to  secure  them.  We  fall  into  the  habit 
of  taking  a  professional  view  of  these  great 
principlee.  They  are  precious  jewels,  aad  we 
are  not  to  suffec  them  to  be  trampled  under 
foot 

I  hone  that  the  amenddoent  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  afler  due  conetderatioB 
by  him,  will  be  properly  amended  and  be  paased 
by  this  Senate,  To  that  end  I  prefer  thM  it 
should  be  presented  as  an  independent  bill, 
so  as  to  require  only  a  majority  and  not  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  pass  it  But  of  that  he  must  be 
the  judge. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  a  word  to  say  as  to 
the  proposed  amnesty.  There  are  conflicting 
consideratioas,  some  prompting  me  to  vote 
for,  and  some  to  vote  against  it  Understand- 
ing that  a  proposition  is  to  be  made  to  strike 
out  all  the  exceptions  in  the  bill  and  to  make 
the  amnesty  universal,  I  will,  while  I  hav^ 
the  floor,  say  to  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  that  if  they  undertake 
thus  to  chanee  the  bill  they  will  lose  many 
votes,  probably  enough  to  defeat  the  measure. 

There  are  many  who  think  the  war  between 
the  North  and  the  South  was  based  on  a  mere 
difference  of  political  opinion.  I  do  not  think 
so.  1  believe  that  in  the  conflict  the  loyal 
people  of  the  land  were  animated  by  a  love  of 
eqnality  and  freedom,  and  by  love  for  their 
homes,  and  for  the  country  which  is  the  home 
of  all  their  homes;  while  1  believe  the  motive 
spirit  that  prompted  the  rebels  was  haired  to 
equality  ana  to  universal  freedom^  and  to  the 
Government  which  was  busily  engaged  in  pro* 
motiuffand  enforcing  those  great  principles. 
The  difierence  between  the  loyal  and  the 
disloyal  was  as  wide  as  the  difference  between 
love  and  hatred,  as  the  difference  between 


heaven  and  earths  1  am  sot  entirely  sstirfed 
that  the  senUment  of  hatred  has  yet  entittlj 
died  out  at  the  South,  and  I  do  not  more  tba 
half  like  the  idea  of  tempting  those  who  bUU 
feel  hostility  toward  the  nation  to  take  put 
in  the  politics  of  the  coantry  or  in  its  Oovern- 
ment  I  would  rather  that  they,  by  being  left 
ineligible,  should  be  permitted  to  stand  aside. 
Thirty  years  from  this,  when  we  andtlwjihall 
have  passed  from  these  sceoes,  it  would,  1 
believe,  be  better  for  the  country  that  we  bad 
left  at  least  the. existing  disability  as  a  feeble 
mark  of  the  nation's  disapprobation  of  one  of 
the  greatest  orimee  tfver  committed  on  eartb. 

Further,  sir,  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied 
thai  we.  are  folfilliog  the  porpoae  of.  tbe 
people's  amendment  by  thia  uoivenal  am- 
neety.  That  amendment  .was  passed  after 
grave  consideration,  and  provides  that  no 
person  who  has  taken  tbeomcial  oath  to  main- 
tain the  C^mstitution  of  the  United  States  aod 
then  made  war  uppn  the  Government  sb&U 
be  eligible  to  office,  aB4  adds  the  proviso  tbat 
such  aisability  may  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
Congress  be  removed.  I  am  not  clear  that 
the  people  of  the  country  intended  to  pass  an 
amendment  and  then  provide  Uiat  Congress 
could  at  any  time  repeal  the  amendment  I 
think  tbey  intended  to  confer  on  us  the  power 
to  act  judicially  in  ev&cy  case,  and  to  reliere 
the  pers^  ftpply^i  or  to  confer  the  power, 
in  the  lai^guage  of  the  amendment,  to  remo?e 
9uch  pergonal  disability. 

This  construction  of  the  amendment  I  find, 
too,  was  taken  at  the  time  of  ita  adopu^n. 
Jndoe  Spalding  in  the  BUrase  eapresied  aunt 
empbatieally  the  view  I  have  saggeeted  as  tbe 
only  coastruetion  which  oouLd  ever  he  gives  to 
tiiatramendment  Another  eonstroctioo,  bow* 
ever,  and  apparently  the  prevailing  oosi  was 
put  upon  tha  section  in  the  Senate.  I  think, 
ia  view  of  the  whole  aubject,  that  it  is  quite 
important  that  we  should  keep  in  force  (k 
exoeptioaa  coataioed  in  the  bill  a9  it  eame  from 
tha  lloufiie.  Thia  will  regain  for  the  amend* 
ment  aome  vitality.  It  will  still  have  some* 
thinsto  operate  a^^on.  I  am,  however,  broagbt 
to  vote  lor  the  amoaaty  bill,  with  theexeepiioBS 
mrhy  two  or  three. eonsideratioos,  aod  i  will 
detain  the  SeniUe  hot  a  moment  in  stating 
them* 

I  have,  some  reepact  for  the  opinions  of 
oth9rs,  and  feel  Uiat  there  areothers  to  whoa  I 
may  properly  defbr  my  ow^  jadgmeot  Tbe 
opinion  which  has  been  expressed  by  the B^prf* 
aeAtatives  of  the  people  ip  the  passage  of  ibis 
bill  has  influence  upon  a^  own  eon«lnsioos« 
I  hav«  great  respect  for  the  ^recommeadatios 
of  the  President  that  amaasty,  with  osrtiin 
exceptions,  should  be  enacted.  And  here  p«^ 
mit  me  to  remind  the  Senator  from  Kassacba- 
setts  that  the  President  did. not,  in  cammend* 
ing  to  ua  amnes^,  forget  the  daims  of  hum^ 
freedom  and  liberty,  as  intimated  by  b^n  je^ 
terday,  but  coupled  his  recommea<lation  of 
conciliation  with  the  most  advanced  and  pro- 
gressive suggestion  in  behidf  of  human  libertr 
ever  nmde  i»  the  country,  when  he  advised 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  rendering  it  illegal  for 
an  Amerioan  citisen  to  hold  a  slave,  even  wben 
beyond  oor  national  jurisdiction. 
^  I  have,  I  say,  respect  for  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  President^  because  of  my  ^^^^ 
confidence  in  his  wisdom  and  abiPity,  whicb 
have  been  maaiieat^d  hy  the  uniform  suc- 
cess that  attended  our  arraa  ia  every  battle 
he  fought  I  which  have  been  manifested  bf  ue 
suitcesaful  manner  in  which  he  performed  wt 
reqionsible  and  delicate  dnty  of^eaforoiBg  tbe 
recoastmction  acta  while  General  of  tbe  Arfl^i 
which  have  been  maaifest^  by  maintainK^ 
the  poblie  honor  and  laithy  by  an  admiais^' 
tion  which  has  continually  reduced  th«pnbuc 
debt  while  constaml^  diminishing  taxauon; 
which  has  been  manifested  by  so  regulating 
our  selationa  witJii  foreign  eoAatrica  as  to  con- 
ciliate misimdenitandiags  and  preserve  t^ 
peace  without  saccifioing  the  honor  or  d^/ 
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the  soldier  died.  The  eircnmstAnc^  of  the 
case  are  these:  this  soldier  was  very  much 
reduced  in  consequence  of  his  wounds,  which 
had  never  healed.  He  had  never  been  able  to 
walk  alone  after  be  was  wounded.  On  coming 
down  staii^  he  fell,  and  died  in  a  few  days 
after wani.  He  spoke  only  once  after  his  fall. 
The  committee  are  aware  that  the  case  is 
pectiHar,  but  they  are  alsj  aware  that  it  is  one 
of  great  menu  The  srrgeon  who  attended 
him  in  general  testified  thatthe  wound  was  of 
such  seyeriiy,  and  this  soldier  was  so  much 
reduced  from  the  effects  of  the  wound,  that 
he  is  himself  satisfied  that  the  death  of  the 
soldiei'  resulted  in  consequence  of  hie  wound. 

I  will  Say  further  that  the  testimony  is  com* 
plete  in  reference  to  the  character  of"^  this  sol- 
dier.  He  was  a  temperate  man.  A  number 
have  testified  to  this  point.  It  was  testified  by 
those  who  knew  him  before  he  was  wounded 
and  afterward.  His  widow  is  boor  and  desti- 
tute. Ou  the  assumption  that  he  was  entitled 
to  a  pension,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt,  we 
have  provided  in  this  bill  that  his  widow  shall 
receive  it  during  her  widowhood.  If  his  pen- 
sion claim  had  l^n  granted,  his  pension  would 
have  dated  back  to  Die  time  when  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  hospital.  Had  that  pension 
been  granted  befpre  his  death,  his  widow  and 
minor  child  surviving  Would  have  been  entitled 
to  full  pension.^  But  the  pension  certificate 
did  not  issue,  and  while  the  claim  was  pending, 
as  I  have  already  paid,  the  soldier  died.  This 
bill  gives  his  widow  a  pension  only  from  the 
dale  of  the  passage  of  this  act  and  during  her 
widowhood.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  poor 
^nd  helpless  woman,  having  endured  so  much 
hardship,  having  lost  her  husband  from  wounds 
receivea  in  the  service  of  the  country,  ought 
to  have,  at  least  the  relief  which  is  proposed 
from  the  hands  of  the  Government.  I  think 
the  case  is  a  clear  one,  and  that  this  pension 
ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  KERH,  I  should  like  to  make  an  in- 
quiry. Has  the  widow  in  this  case  married 
bfier  the  death  of  her  husband  on  account  of 
whose  services  this  relief  is  proposed? 

Mr.  MOOUE.  She  is  siiil  the  widow  of  the 
deceased  soldier,  and  in  poor  and  destitute 
circumstances. 

Mr.  KEIUi. ,  I  asked  the  question  because 
I  thought,  £rom  the  course  of  the  gentlemaa*B 
remarks,  that  she  had  remarried* 

Mr.  MOORE.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  KEHH.     I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill,  then. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MOOHE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  ou  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUCBBB  HA8KSLU 

Mr.  MOORE  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  (H.  H.  No.  1059)  granting 
a  pension  to  Phoebe  Haskell,  widow  ot  Sidney 
Smith ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws,  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Phoebe  Haskell,  who  was  the 
widow  of  Sidney  Smith,  master  commandant  in 
the  United  States  Navy,  the  said  Smith  having 
died  in  the  service,  and  her  last  husband  hav- 
ing died  also,  leaving  her  in  destitute  circum- 
stances at  an  advanced  age,  and  pay  her  the 
sum  or  thirty  dollars  per  month  from  the  day 
of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  during  her 
widowhood. 

Mr.  SPEBR,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  whether  he  reports  this  hill  with  the 
consent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MOOUE.    .Ho  doee, 

Mr.  S  PEER,  of  Pi^fips^lyani;^,  Wa9  no\^  th^ 


gentleman  to  make  a  statement  of  thelurcnm- 
stances  under  which  this  bill  was  reported  ? 

Mr.  MOORE.  Most  assuredly,  and  I  will 
do  so«  I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
report  this'  bill,  and  to  ask  that  it  be  put  upon 
its  passage.  At  the  same  time  I  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  to  make  a  statement  in  ref- 
erence to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  bill. 
Mrs.  Haskell  was  in  receipt  of  a  peasion  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  her  former  hus- 
band, a  master  commandant  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  She  received  that  pension  from 
1827,  the  date  of  her  husband's  death,  to  July, 
1837,  the  date  of  her  subsequent  marriage. 
The  pension  was  Continued  to  h«r  children 
until  the  last  one  became  sixteen  years  of  age, 
in  August,  1842.  Her  last  husband  died  on  the 
5th  day  of  January,  1852.  Now,  it  is  known,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  to  every  member  of  this 
House,  that  the  marriage  of  a  widow  discon- 
tinues her  pension,  and  that  when  she  again 
becomes  a  widow  she  has  no  claim  under  the 
pension  laws  to  draw  her  pension.  This  case 
has  been  presented  to  us  as  a  case  specially 
meritoiious.  T1ie  widow  is  about  seventy 
years  of  age  now,  and  is  very  poor  and  de- 
pendent. Her  last  husband,  as  I  have  said, 
died  in  1852,  and  she  is  now  living  on  the 
chances  of  the  dharity  of  others. 

I  will  now  yield  to  my  friend  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Wheeler,]  who  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  case,  and  who  desires  to 
make  a  remark. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  The  chairman  ofthe  com- 
mittee has  accurately  stated  the  facts  of  the 
case.  This  bill  passed  thelast  House,  and  failed 
in  the  Senate  only  for  want  of  time.  It  was 
carefully  examined  by  Mr.  Benjamin,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  during  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  he  informed  me  that  there  were  sev- 
eral precedents  for  it.  I  have  not  looked  for 
them  myself.  There  was  a  large  fund  contrib- 
uted by  naval  officers  for  the  purposes,  of  pen- 
sions and  covered  into  the  Treasury.  This 
fund  amounts  to  several  million  dollars,  and 
this  widow,  I  think,  has  an  eqtiitable  claim  on 
it  for  relief. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  the  *  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  bill,  as  a  specimen  of  a  good  many  which 
we  are  likely  to  have  before  as.  It  is  a  fixed 
principle  in  our  pension  laws,  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  has  correctly  stated,  that 
pensions  to  the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers 
cease  when  they  marry- again.  Now,  that 
principle  is  broad  and  general,  and  as  nearly 
universal  as  any  principle  that  has  ever  en- 
tered into  our  pension  laws.  As  applied  to 
the  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
it  is  perfectly  manifest^  from  the  very  lapse 
of  time,  that  thousands  on  thousands  of  these 
widows  are  excluded  by  that  principle.  If, 
now,  we  break  through  that  rule,  and  say  that 
a  special  case  shall  be  taken  up,  where  the 
widow  remarried  long  subsequently  to  the  date 
of  her  first  husband^s  death,  and  where  the 
second  husband  also  died,  and  that  a  pen- 
sion shall  be  granted  in  such  a  case,  I  see  no 
reason  in  the  world  why  we  should  not  opeu 
the  law  to  the  case  of  every  widow  in  those 
circumstances  who  is  poor.  If  so,  the  merits 
of  the  case  must  rest,  not  on  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  service,  but  on  the  means 
01  the  person  who  asks  for  a  special  bill. 
-  Now,  if  it  comes  to  that,  there  is  not  a  man 
on  this  floor  who  cannot  bring  scores  of  cases, 
I  mi^ht  almost  say  hundreds  of  cases,  from  his 
district  of  old  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of 
1812,  who  have  had  one,  two,  or  three  hus- 
bands since  the  war,  but  who  are  now  again 
widows,  and  I  ask  the  House  to  consider  this 
case  not  merely  on  its  own  merits  but  as  it 
stands  related  to  all  other  cases. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Wbebler]  §^,ys  |ie  understands  that  last  vear 
there  were  two  or  t^iree  precedents  ciieo  for 
the  proposed  action.  Now,  if  there  were  such 
precedents,  they  were  eases  which  were  got 
tl^roujh  as  ^hif  hi)!  viU  he  |0t  thrQiij;h,  if  i^t 


all,  simply  because  of  the  deseping  ebaiieter 
and  euffering  condition  of  the  widows  for  wkom 
they  were  asked,  and  not  on  the  grooad  of 
the  general  duty  that  the  Oovemmeot  of  the 
United  States  owes  to  its  dead  sokliefs.  I  bex 
Uie  House,  therefore,  to  pause  before  tb^ 
carry  on  the  precedents  in  this  line  If  we 
have  already  made  two  or  three  sach  ^na- 
dents,  thev  were  sporadic  and  ezeeptioiisl 
cases;  and  if  any  gentleman  can  shov  ihtt 
this  ease  will  be  any  more  ezoeptioaal  thui 
two  or  three  or  ten  thoasand  eases  ihatean  be 
broight  here,  i  hope  be  will  do  it.  1  hope  tbe 
House  will  not  pass  this  bill.  I  hop*  tbe 
House  will  act  in  view  of  the  effect  of  tbii 
action  OB  our  futare  legislattoa.  Our  peBsioo 
list  has  now  swollen  ^yood  all  aecomi,  fu 
beyond  anything  ever  known  in  tbe  coootry. 
What  was  done  last  winter  for  the  soldiers  of 
the  war  of  1812  and  their  widows  has  tAretdj 
set  a  precedent  thai  has  been  pressed  on  sll 
sides.  Tliero  have  come  to  me  and  I  bsre  pre- 
sented a  number  of  petitions  asking  tbtt  sll 
the  soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war  be  let  in  oa 
the  same  terms  as  those  of  the  soldiers  of  tbe 
war  of  1812  are  let  in;  and  it  would  btfdiffi- 
cult  to  show  any  reascm  why  we  shouhl  not  do 
•ihait 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  A  h»ge 
number  of  men  have  sent  letters  to  mtssjiog 
that  they  served,  some  of  them  throsgh  one 
hundred  battles.  One  of  them  s^f,  *'h  is 
true  that  I  did  not  get  wonnded,  but  1  tsrved 
as  faithfully  as  any  man.  Why  shoold  not  I 
have  a  pension  for  my  services  during  the  Iste 
war  as  well  as  a  man  who  served  only  sixiy 
days,  and  never  was  m  a  battle  ?  I  sn  at 
poor  as  any  of  theve  men."  Now,  I  ssk  tbe 
House  to  consider  the  eAse,  as  it  will  reUte  to 
our  future  action. 

Mr.  WHfiBLER.  I  would  ask  the  ebsir 
man  of  the  committee  if  he  baa  the  petition 
accompanying  this  bill,  and  if  so,  I  will  stb 
him  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  MOORB.  1  do  not  think  it  is  neee^ 
sary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Hoose  io 
reading  the  petition.  In  my  irst  remarks  I 
stated  the  merits  of  this  case  completely  sad 
the  law  in  reference  to  it.  I  wish  to  remsrfc, 
in  regard  to  the  statement  of  the  gentlamtn 
from  Ohio  about  precedents,  that  it  isneedlen 
for  gentlemen  to  speak  about  precedent*,  snd 
sbout  opening  the  door  to  claihis.  There  ii 
no  possible  case  that  coolfl  arise,  or  at  le^ 
there  are  no  kinds  of  cases  that  have  occnrred 
in  the  past  that  have  not  been  ezsoained  br 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  bills  passed 
in  reference  thereto,  and  passed  upon  tl|< 
merits  of  the  particular  case  as  it  preseoied 
itself  at  the  time.  Should  a  bill  like  this  pass 
on  account  of  its  peculiar  merits  and  of  tbe 
peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  lbs 
case,  on  account  of  the  extreme  age  of  w 
claimant,  from  consideration  of  the  fact  Ibat 
the  pension  could  not  by  any  possihilitj  lo"S 
be  drawn,  it  would  not  open  the  door  to  the 
claim  of  another  widow  unless  that  esse  in  it- 
self appear  to  be  a  partieularly  griefous  one. 
If  this  House  should  discovw  that  there  was 
a  ease  peculiarly  grievous  and  of  great  hard- 
ship, why,  then,  they  woold  not  ask  for  a  pre* 
cedentf  but  would  simply  ^come  to  the  reuet 
of  such  a  perdOB  if  they  could  do  so  with  aoj 
justice  to  the  conntiy. 

Now,  sir,  lam  not  particular  about  this  ^ 
but  I  want  the  House  fully  to  underBtend  it, 
and  1  believe  they  do  understand  it  This  widow 
is  now  poor,  and  seventy -odd  years  of  ag^  A 
large  petition  mgned  by  citizens  imf^ori&f  ^' 
gross  to  render  assistance  to  this  lady  is  hew 
on  file,  and  if  the  House  does  not  acqoiesceiD 
j^ntrng  the  prayer  of  that  petition,  wbf  *" 
committee  will  not  feel  at  all  that  they  have 
been  unkindly  dealt  with.  But  I  do  ssy  that 
while  there  is  such  a  disposition  to  ^''^^J^ 
pension  case  here,  it  would  look  well  if  the 
Souse  should  manifest  an  equal  disposition  in 
looking  after  the  expenditures  of  the  Q<^^' 
Rien^  in  qome  bthf  r  dine^tiiDp.   T\^9  aam  W 
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Na«  J«riej  riir.  Bikd]  <nui  b«  tbij  c1«u1; 
illaitnteil  b;  reading  a  feir  lioes  from  th*  act 
of  1799,  regaUting  these  narnl  peasinDB — kn 
act  vbich  is  bijU  in  force. 

I*riUr«»dGrsLrrom  theUvftpproTsd  March 
2,  1799: 

''Sic  S.  ThM  all  Ibc  money  xwrnlDg.  or  wbiall 

fu  alreadr  noerued.  fiom  th«  >bIs  of  prim,  iball 
B  wd  reiualD  Corem  s  fund  for  tbe  pariDent  of  tbs 
halt  psy  to  tha  offloen  and  sesnieD  who  mni'  be  en- 
ritlcdlonoiiTaltasum*:  udiftbat^druudehsn 
b*  inauSoicDt  for  thi)  purposo,  tha  pablio  Mtp  it 
bateby  pledged  tooako  up  tbe  dofloienoi  i  but  if  it 

applied,  as  Conarau  may  bete  after  direct  by  law,  to 
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A  resolution  regalndag  iha  inveiitment  of 
the  navltl  pension  fund,  approved  Julj  1,  18S4, 
ia  ID  these  words : 

"That  tho  Secretarr  of  the  Navy,  u  Inutea  of  the 
naral  pension  fond,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  auttioriied 
"™UnUrf  s'"""         "      "■■"'■" 


tary,  eo  laiuh  of  ibe 


diraetad  to  elobanc 

•then  paid  Id  oolu.l 

of  tba  United  Blalei 

the  aarrant  ratea  of 

iheuldintereatHi  i 

credit  of  the  aald  i 

That  not  bios  htreir  I 

onder  tbe  iupeniai 

rior  as  DO*  reiulaled  by  law." 

Mr.  SPEEB,  of  Peniw;l*antk     Allow  in* 


Mr.  MOORE.  I  cannot  yield  further.  I 
hare  but  aae  word  more  to  a»,j.  It  has  beea 
repeated  ho  often  that  this  opens  a  new  door 
1  am  compelled  to  any  it  is  not  true.  Oeatle- 
men  are  mistaken  in  this  regard.  Pensions. 
under  peculiarly  diatresiing  circumstances, 
have  been  granted  befure.  When  the  first  one 
was  MQted  was  tbe  lime  lo  talk  about  open- 
ing the  door.  Every  door  has  been  opened. 
Becanse  a  washerwoman  cannot  bring  an/ 
proof  in  reference  to  her  case,  which  wiU 
^utifjus  in  introducing  a  bill  fur  her  relief. 
IS  no  reBSon  whj  tbe  Committee  on  lovalid 
Fansiooa  ahonld  not  allow  a  hill  for  the  relief 
of  «ona  other  woman  who  is  not  a  waaher- 
woman.  This  is  an  aged  womau,  who  is  now 
liyiognpon  the  charily  of  other  people.  If 
tbia  House  grants  her  a  penaion,  it  will  be 
for  s  few  yaaiB  only.  She  rused  her  family 
under  dimcult  circumstancea.  She  labored 
faithfully  to  edncale  them.  She  was  the  wife 
of  a  gallant  soldier  who  died  in  the  service  of 
tiie  coniitrj.  It  is  a  small  thing  she  asks  at 
the  bands  of  the  House.  This  bill  passed  last 
CoD^rwB  uoder  the  sapervisioD  oi  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin, of  Misaouri,  the  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee never  auspecied  of  being  too  liberal  in 
graoting  pensiona.  Itwent  to  tbe  otiior  Housei 
but  failed  to  he  acted  on.  It  was  re-reftfrred 
at  this  session,  and  we  could  not  be  less  liberal 
iban  the  committee  complained  of  daring  tbe 
last  Congress. 

Ah  tha  quesUon  bas  been  safficiently  venti- 
lated, I  DOW  demand  tbe  previous  queaiion. 


Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     I  hope  that  wiU 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were— ayM 
62,  noes  66. 

Mr.  MOORE  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Hooaa,  and 
Mr  OAanaut  of  Ohio,  were  appointed. 

Tbe  House  again  divided;  and  tbe  tallera  r»- 
ported-;-«yes  78,  noes  80. 

So  tbe  previous  question  was  seconded,  and 
the  main  qoesiion  ordered  to  he  now  pat. 

Hr.  BPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
re«ommit  the  hill. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  dnriitg 
the  opemtion  of  tbe  previons  question. 

Mr.  FARN8W0HTH.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Honso? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  while  the  previona 
question  is  operating.  Iftho  previous  question 
be  tiot  seconded  or  called  aner  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  it  will  be  in  order  to  recom- 
mit or  send  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  beingengroaaed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.  MOORB.  I  demand  the  previons  qnea- 
tion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELU,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  (or  the 
reading  of  tbe  engrossed  bill. 

Mr.  HATNARD.  In  orderto  havethebin 
engrossed  I  move  to  adjotim,  and  On  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  As  it  seems  my 
demand  for  tbe  reading  of  the  engrossed  bill 
wilt  only  cause  deli^,  1  withdraw  it.  In  my 
judgment,  one  of  tbe  bills  already  reported 
and  passed  this  morning  will  take  out  of  the 
Treasury  $20,000,000. 

Tbe  previons  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  KERR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
tbe  passage  of  tbe  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

1'he  qnestion  waa  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
intheamrmative — jeulOT.naysSS,  not  voting 
«;asfollows: 


ar^jHc»VnV.He>fnDkinr^e7ear.Herrii^7&(^D- 
foe.Moorc.Leooard  Myers,  ne«ley,  Pncknrd,  Packer. 
Ilusea  W.  Parker,  Peek.  PeDdlelon.  Perce.  Eli  Perry. 


DartDg  tha  roll -call, 

Mr.  McClelland  mU-.  l  au  dB*ii«d  )iy 
Mr.  WuiDBM.,  of  NoTtta  Carolina,  to  ataletlMt 
be  is  (riMsnt  on  acconnt  of  aiokDeta. 

Tbe  reaolt  of  the  vote  waa  then  amotuiaad 
as  above  recorded. 

'  Mr.  HOOftB  moved  toreconsidef  tfasvote 
by  which  the  bill  waa  paned ;  and  alao  moved 
(hat  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  tbe 
table. 

Tbe  latter  notion  waa  agreed  to. 


FBOU  TBB  F 

Mr.  HoucB  PoBTsa,  Private  Secretary  1» 

the  President,  announced  lo  the  Hooae  thai 

the  President  had  approved  and  Hgned  biili 


>  «aiabliak  post 


roads  ;  and 
A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  777)  t 

KBBBAflB  FKOM  TBB  MNATB. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate,  by  Hr.  Goa- 
HUM,  its  Secretary,  informed  the  Honse  that 
the  Senate  had  passed,  without  amendment,  a 
bill  ofthe  following  title: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1061)  to  change  the  Itmea 
for  holding  district  and  circuit  coorta  of  ibe 
United  States  for  tbe  western  district  of  Tii^ 
gtnia. 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINSSS. 

Mr.  DAWES  rose. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  bava 
another  bill  to  report  from  the  Committ«e  on 
Invalid  Pensions. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  from  Masaa- 
chuselts  £Mr.  Dives]  represents  a  privileged 
committee,  and  the  morning  hour  having  as- 
pired, the  Chair  recognizes  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  offer  the  foTlowiug  reao- 

Reielttd,  TbattbaCamaittsaofWaysandSIaaM 


inalhor..,-  . 
I  ordered. M 


il  etbar 


aSDCar  to  the  Oominitlea  on  Appre^attooa. 

Mr.  BPBER,  of  U«Drgia.     I  ol^act. 
LBOtaLlTITI,  ETC.,  AFPtlOFftlATrON  BtLL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  reported  a  bill  (3. 
R.  No.  lOGO)  making  appropriations  for  the 
legislative,  esecutive,  and  judiLial  expeuass 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1873,  and  for  other  purpottesj  whicb  waa 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  GARFIBLD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
tbe  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  ihe  state  ofthe  Uaioo,  ^d  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  tliat  it  be  made  the  special 
Older  for  Tuesday  of  next  week,  aAer  the 
morning  hour,  and  Ijom  day  to  day  until  dis- 

^Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     I  desire  lo  reserve 
allpointa  of  order  on  the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  QAariBLD,  of  Ohio,  was 
agreed  to. 

ALABAMa  ElflOTlOH. 


daced  the  following  reaolution ;  which  wa* 
read,  considered,  ^nd  referred  to  Che  Counit- 
lee  of  Bleotious: 

Kneired,  That  the  ComnHtM  of  SteetiMM  be 
antboriied  to  iwuira  and  obtajn  Tidd  thaoBaos 
of  tbo  State  of  Alabama  harini  oiutodr  tbereef 
Iho  original  ballots  oast  «C  the  eleetioh  held  on  tba 
(tb  NoTamber.  ISTO,  at  tba  preeinBta  of  Uebe*.  811- 
ver  ItuD.  Hartville.  Qlennville,  aad  Tiawiek'L  ar 
Uime'a.  In  the  oouaty  of  fiuuell,  and  Blata  of  Ala- 
bama, and  also  tbeorlBinalballot-boxeaat  aald  pra- 
oiDOta  at  aald  alesUan,  or  daly  antbantloated  reaoidl 
tharaof. 

PAYUENT  OF  DCFUCAIB  OHECEB. 

Hr.  BECK.  Tbe  Committee  of  Wa^  aad 
McaBS  have  directed  me  to  report  a  bill  ao- 
thoricing  duplicate  checks  to  ba  issued  for 
that  nldicrs  aati    othen 


may  get  that  pay.  I  faopa  tbere  will  ba  oo 
objection  to  iL  1  report  it  as  a  anbiiiiBte  for 
the  House  bill  No.  808. 

Tbe  SPEAEBH.    The  snbstitato  alonawiU 
be  reported,  ualeas  otyeotion  it  takau. 
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mittM  OH  tke  Beoigaafartion  of  the  Ctvil 

Sorvico  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  know  of  anjililng 
special  for  the  House  to  consider  at  this  time. 

Mr,  CONGER.  Would  it  be  proper  to  move 
to  rereij  tbis  resolatlon  to  the  special  Oom- 
mittee  on  Uie  Beorganizl^on  of  tbe  Civil  Ser- 
vice 7 

The  SPfiAKBB.  The  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  would  take  precedence.  The  res* 
olotion,  hthrever,  is  not  yet  received,  either 
for  reference  or  any  other  purpose.  Is  there 
ol>jection  to  receiving  £he  resoiutiion  for  th^ 
purpose  of  ref^rence^o  the  Committee  of  the 
Wh^le  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

Mr.  SHELDON.    I  object. 

Mr.  D  AVTES.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should 
be  any  objection  to  referring  the  resolution  to 
\ht  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

TheSPKAKEEL.  The^entleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Shblbon]  olgects,  and  the  resolu- 
tion is  not  before  the  House. 

SULPHUR  MfHIMG—- PLAT!  GLASS. 

Mr.  MATNARD.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  back 
two  biUs  with  a  recommendation  that  they  lie 
on  the  table;  and  also  to  r^K>rt  at  the  sane 
time  a  bill  as  a  substitute  fi>r  them. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  titles  of  the  bills 
which  the  gentleman  reports  back  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  (bUows : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  807)  to  allow  the  Caletaieu  SbI- 
phar  Minini^  CotatfpuiT  of  Now  Orleans  to  import 
certain  macbiaar  nroe  of  dat7. 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  m)  to  permit  the  importation 
without  dnty  of  machinery  for  pbliehlng  and  frind- 
iag  piste  glees. 

The  SPEAKER.  These  bills,  if  there  be 
be  no  objection,  will  be  laid  on  the  table.  The 
title  of  tbe  bill  reported  as  a  substitute^  and 
which,  unless  objection  be  made,  will  be  treated 
as  an  original  bill,  wilV  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1062)  to  admit  certain  machinery 
imported  from  foreifn  eoantriet  firee  of  dnty. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  in  the 
first  section  that  the  Calcasieu  Sulphur  Mining 
Company,  of  New  Orleans,  be  permitted  to 
import  free  of  duty,  under  such  regulations  as 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sfaafl  prescribe, 
certain  machinery  and  a6companying  imple- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of,  and  to  be  used  only 
in  making  a  series  of  experiments  in  mining 
for  sulphur  in  tbe  parish  of  Calcasieu,  State 
of  Louisiana,  provided  that  the  Talue  of  such 
importation  shall  not  exceed  $25,000,  and  that 
the  machinery  and  implements  be  imported 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 
Tlie  second  section  proviaes  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  perioa  of  two  years  for  any 
person  or  comDanv  actually  engaged  in  the 
manufhcture  or  plate  glass  in  the  United 
States  to  import  free  of  duty,  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  prescribe,  necessary  machinery  for 
polishing  and  grinding  such  plate  glass,  and 
to  be  by  themselves  actually  usea  for  this 
purpose. 

Mr.  MA  YNARD.  This  bill,  which  the  com- 
mittee have  unanimously  instructed  me  to  re- 
port, embodies  the  substance  of  the  two  bills 
which  haye  been  laid  upon  the  table— one  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
Shbldoit,]  and  tbe  other  by  my  colleagne  on 
the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[  Mr.  Kerr.  ]  The  first  section  of  the  bill  which 
we  hare  framed  authorizes  a  company  tbsct  is 
mining  for  sulphur  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
to  import  certatn  peculiar  machinery  (not  man- 
ufactured or  likely  to  be  manufacture  in  this 
country)  for  the  purpose  of  penetrating  a  layer 
of  several  hundred  reet,  mostly  of  quicksand. 
The  expenditure  in  this  enterprise  has  already 
been  considerable.  If  it  shall  result  in  finding 
a  deposit  of  sulphur,  which  is  belie  ted  by  scien- 
tific men  to  exist  there,  it  will  be  a  great  acqui- 
sition to  the  material  interests  of  the  country. 
If  it  does  not;  it  will  be  a  great  loss  to  the  par- 


ties engaged  in  1^  enterprisa.  As  it  com«s  in 
conflict  with  no  industry  of  tbis  country,  it  was 
deemed  bj  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaaa 
puet  and  sound  policjto  allow  Uiese  ^Darties  to 
iBsport  certain  machmeiyused  for  similar  pnr^ 
poses  by  miners  in  Belgium.  That  is  the  aab- 
stance  of  the  first  Section. 

The  second  section  relates  to  a  isamifimtttn 
which  has  never  been  snooessfully  inaugurated 
in  this  country,  but  which  some  parties  are 
now  attempting  to  inaiq^nrate  in  the  State  of 
Indiana-^e  manufiseture  of  plate  glass.  In 
seeking  to  establish  this  manafactnre  they  da* 
sire  to  import  certain  maohinerr  used  for  this 
purpose  in  France,  to  enable  them  to  perlbet 
their  experiment,  iih%  machine^  being  in  this 
case,  as  in  tbe  other^  not  produced  or  Nkely 
to  be  produced  in  thw  cohntrv,  certainly  not 
until  the  manufacture  here  skall  be  demon- 
strated to  be  a  success.  For  t^ese  reasons  the 
committee  hnanimously  recommend  tha  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  I  have  presented.  If  thet-e  are 
no  questions  to  be  asked,  I  will  det^and  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Thegentleman has 
stated  that  the  bill  is  unanimously  recom- 
mended by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    Am  I  mistaken  in  that? 

Mr.  FINKBLNBURG.  It  is  but  justice  to 
myself  to  say  that  I  was  not  in  favor  t)f  the 
bill  in  the  committee,  but  Toted  against  it. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Then  I  owe  the  House 
and  the  gentleman  an  apology.  I  certainly 
thought  the  report  was  unanimous. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  roe  a  few  moments  to  say  why 
I  opposed  the  bill  in  committee. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    Certoinly. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  believe  in  this  special  relief  legisliition. 
A  few  days  ago  we  had  before  us  a  bill  to  re- 
lieve ship*builders  fW>m  the  high  tariflT  duties 
upon  ship-building  materials.  Yesterday  we 
passed  a  bill,  relieving,  in  favor  of  citizens  of 
Chicago,  tariff  duties  on  house  building  mate- 
rials. To-day  we  have  presented  to  us  a  bill 
to  relieve  certain  manufacturing  companies 
fVora  the  duty  upon  machinery :  and  if  I  am 
correctly  informed,  there  are  other  bills  of  a 
similar  nature  now  pending  or  on  their  way 
to  this  House. 

Now,  alt  this  special  relief  legislation  against 
high-  ddties,  this  system  of  protection  against 
protection,  in  my  opinion  is  wrong  in  princi- 
ple. We  ought  to  go  to  the  bottom  or  these 
troubles,  remove  the  source  of  the  evil,  and 
make  such  a  moderate  but  general  reduction 
of  tariff  duties  as  tbe  revenue  industry  and 
credit  of  the  country  will  permit  us  to  make. 
When  some  influential  and  powerful  indus- 
try is  hurt  by  the  tariff,  it  comes  here  and  has 
influence  enough  to  prevail  on  Congress  for  a 
special  relief  bill }  but  the  balance  of  the  people 
are  left  to  bear  the  burden  as  best  they  may. 
If  it  relieves  ship-builders  to  have  cheap  ship- 
building materials,  to  have  cheap  cordage, 
lumber,  and  copper,  then  it  will  relieve  every 
other  industry  in  thB  land  using  those  materials. 
If  it  will  aid  the  citizens  of  Chicago  to  have 
cheap  house-building  materials,  then  it  will  aid 
every  village,  town,  and  city  throughout  the 
west  which  are  bein^  built  to-day,  or  are  to  be 
built  hereafter.  If  it  aids  this  glass  manufac- 
tory, or  tbis  sulphur  company,  to  have  cheap 
machinery,  then  it  will  aid  every  other  manu* 
factory  in  the  land  which  uses  machinery.  So. 
then,  every  argument  in  favor  of  this  special 
tariff  legislation  is  also  an  argument  in  favor 
of  general  reduction. 

Mr.'MAYNARD.  I  wish  to  say,Mr.  Speaker, 
that  so  far  as  the  general  principle  involved  in 
this  bill  is  concerned,  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  any  general  discussion  of  it  at  this  time. 
These  are  exceptional  cases ;  they  are  the  ex- 
ceptions which  prove  the  rule.  And  as  to  the 
merits  of  these  particular  exceptional  cases 
proposed  to  be  made  by  this  bill,  I  will  yield 
to  my  colleague  on  the  comnirttee  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  KcRR,]  who  represents  the  district 


where  this  glass  manitfiictoiy  has  been  eKsb- 
lished. 

Mr.  KBRR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  isy 
a  few  words  o^  on  tnta  bill.  I  agree  moat 
heartSly  tn  nearly  atjeiytliiDg  said  by  my  ool* 
league  on  the  committee,  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
FiVKBurBfTBG,]  in  referaoca  t»  the  geaersl 
principle  that  should  be  observed  in  twif 
fegislimo»Y  and  in  general  diaapprosal  of  thii 
kind  of  qMcial  legislation,  but  I  do  notsgres 
with  him  in  what  appears  to  be  on  h'-s  ptit  a 
misapprehension,  if  not  an  innauatkin.  He 
intimated  that  these  two  iedustrids  tue  pew* 
erAil,  and  come  here,  smd  by  reason  of  \Mt 
power  have  been  able  to  secure  a  fiivorsbls 
pecomsMiidation  on  ttie  anbjeet  of  this  bill 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  hope  the  testis 
man  did  not  misunderstend  me.  I  io  not 
refer  to  these  two  particular  isdustties,  bat  in 
general  to  powedfnl  interests  coming  here  sod 
securing  special  legislation  in  their  behalf. 

Mr.  KERR.  1  am  glad  my  Mend  froa 
Missouri  did  not  refer  to  these  two  in  thsl 
allusion,  because  they  neither  came  here  ssr 
attempted  to  exercise  nay  influence  whatever. 
So  far  as  he  refers  to  others  fully  established, 
long  existing,  or  even  ever  so  recently  setsb* 
Rshed  in  the  country,  and  having  ability  to 
exercise  influence  and  power  here,  I  sgree 
with  all  the  gentleosan  said.  We  have  all  smb 
the  great  evils  and  giross  wrou^  brought  aboat 
in  legislation  by  such  agencies,  and  no  nsn 
condemns  them  more  heartily  than  I  do.  I 
want  our  present  ill-conceived  and  scandal- 
ously unjust  and  oppressiTe  tariff  re^braied, 
completely  and  effsotoally,  in  the  interests  of 
the  revenue  and  of  the  suffering  people.  I 
hope  this  session  of  Congress  wilTnot  ac|joarn 
until  it  is  accomplished.  And  in  doinc  this 
all  rings  and  combinations  of  corrupt  and  self- 
ish men  should  be  indignantly  repelled  sod 
rebnked. 

But,  in  reference  to  these  two  measures, 
because  practically  they  are  two,  I  have  only 
to  say  that  of  plate  grass,  ordinarily  called 
French  plate  glass,  there  is  no  manafsctoiy 
in  this  country.  Two  or  three  times  attsa»ptt 
have  been  made  to  establish  this  industry,  bit 
always  thus  far  they  have  been  abandoned  as 
unsuccessful  and  impracticable.  Bat  now,  an 
enterprising  company,  organized  a  few  ycafi 
ago  for  the  manufacture  of  ordinary  glass,  m 
the  city  of  New  Albany,  in  which  I  reside,  ha^J 
determined  they  will  venture  their  capital  and 
energy  in  another  attempt  to  establish  thesnc- 
ce^sful  manufacture  of  French  plate  glass.  Is 
order  to  commence  that  manufacture  they  iwje 
compelled  by  the  necessity  which  surrounds 
them  to  import  their  machinery  from  France, 
because  it  is  not  made  in  America.  Their  en- 
terprise is  a  mere  experiment  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  this  kind  of  glass.  It  may,  or  it  may 
not  succeed.  If  it  succeeds  after  the  first  single 
importation  of  this  machinery,  this  bill  ▼»! 
have  no  further  effect  The  previous  attempts 
have  been  failures,  and  these  intelligent  rpeo 
hazard  another  effort  with  the  chances  sgsinw 
them.  They  ask  to  be  relieved  from  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  on  the  necessary  machinery  to 
be  used  in  the  polishing  and  griodin|  of  th^, 
plate  glass,  that  machinery  to  be  used  in  tnii 
business  alone.  And  that  is  all  there  is  in  thw 
part  of  the  bill.  It  is  a  plain  and  simple  matter. 
It  needs  no  elaboration  to  make  it  clear. 

In  reference  to  the  other  part  of  the  bilM 
have  this  to  sav:   there  are  supposed  to  w 
lar^  and  valuable  deposits  of  sulphnr  in  tae 
pansh  of  Calcasieu,  in  Louisiana.    R  "  JjJ* 
by  geologists  of  competence  and  *®!"?**"fv, 
it  does  exist  there  in  great  quantities,  W* » 
such  great  depths  below  the  surfsceof  ti 
earth,  some  flve  hundred  feet,  beneath  f»» 
formations  or  deposits  of  sand  andgra^eji  *"^ 
only  a  peculiar  kind  of  machinery  can  l^J^r* 

CeSSfnlly  "•<>#)  in  Amvalnn  fktt  mvta^nCe  01  tDU 


ssfnily  used  to  develop  the  existence  of  ni» 
Iphur.    This  machinery  is  onlv  made  mm- 
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of  correction.  Either  I  waa  yeiy  unforCanate 
In  the  choice  of  my  words  when  I  was  upon 
the  floor  befbre,  or  the  gentlettan  from  Has- 
Bachnsetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  has  sadly  misander- 
stood  me.  I  did  not  say,  nor  intend  to  convey 
the  idea,  thi^t  I  baa  arrived  at  a  tolntion  of 
the  tariff  problem  by  any  means.  I  am  bat 
a  patient  laborer  upon  the  subject,  the  diffi- 
cnities  and  responsibiKties  of  which  I  reeog^ 
nize  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachn^ 
setts.  Nor  am  I,  as  the  gentleman  has  repre* 
sented  me,  or  perhaps  as  his  remarks  might  be 
understood,  in  favcr  of  striking  all  duties  off 
machinery  and  the  other  articles  mentipned. 
Bat  I  am  opposed  to  making  eertun  kixids  of 
machinery  tree,  in  an  exceptional  way,  before 
we,  in  the  committee  or  in  this  House,  have 
arrired  at  a  proper  point  where  we  may  reduce 
all  duties  on  machinery,  if  it  can  be  done  with 
due  reference  to  the  revenues,  of  the  country 
and  to  the  credit  and  indnstiy  of  t^e  country. 
Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  had  not  expected, 
when  I  introduced  this  small  bill,  to  open  up 
a  ij^eneral  discussion  on  the  tariff  oueslion.  It 
being  a  measure  which  commanded  the  support 
of  my  friend  from  Itidiana,  [Mr.  K«rb, }  as 
well  as  of  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Eellet,]  I  thought  it  would  pass  UQchal- 
leoged  through  the  House  from  any  quarter. 
The  bill  in  its  effect  is  simply  this :  it  is  pro* 
posed  by  certain  parties  to  inaugurate  two 
new  industries  in  the  country,  the  manufac- 
ture of  plate  glass  and  the  raining  of  sulphur, 
two  articles  mich  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try depends  chiefly  and  largely  for  upon  foreign 
supply.  Parties  who  are  engaged  in  these 
experiments  will  invest  large  sums  of  money 
on  their  own  account,  which,  for  reimburse- 
ment, will  depend  upon  the  success  of  these 
experiments.  If  the  experiments  shall  prove 
successful,  then,  as  I  have  said,  the  country 
will  gain  largely ;  if  unsuccessful,  the  parties 
engaged  in  tne  experiment  will  have  lost  very 
heavily,  without  Laving  incurred  the  duties 
upon  the  machinery  contemplated  in  the  bill, 
a  kind  of  machinery  which  b  not  now  pro- 
duced in  this  country,  and  during  the  time 
specified  in  this  bill  will  not  and  cannot  be 
produced  in  this  country.  Therefore  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Means,  without  regard  to 
the  question  oi  protection  or  free  trade,  thought 
it  was  a  matter  of  wise  public  policy  that  these 

Sarties  should  be  assisted,  so  &r  as  we  might 
0  so,  by  not  exacting  taxes  from  them  in 
making  these  important  experiments.  Upon 
that  statement  I  cidl  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  desire  to  suggest  a 
verbal  amendment. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    I  will  hear  it 

Mr.  SHELDON.  In  drawing  this  bill  I  did 
not  name  the  company  quite  accurately*  It  is 
the  Calcasieu  Sulphur  and  Mining  Company. 
The  word  ^'and'^  should  be  inserted  between 
the  words  ''Sulphur''  and  <' Mining." 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  verbal  amend- 
ment, which  will  be  made  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bin,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  moved  to  recousider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RBIMBURSBIIINT  TO  KAMSAS. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigaan,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, reported  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1068)  to  reimburse  the  State 
of  Kansas  for  moneys  expended  for  the  United 
States  in  enrolling,  equipping,  and  provision- 
iott  militia  forces  to  aid  in  suppressing  the 
rebellion ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted; 


and  Also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COMMITTBB  MBSSBNGBa. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Spier]  kindly  consents  to  withdraw  his 
objection  to  the  resolution  which  I  offered  a 
few  moments  ago.   I  ask  that  U  be  again  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  t 

JBeM^fMfttThst  the  CoauaitUe  oiWmn  and  Means 
be  Mtthoruied  to  employ  a  measenf  er^until  otherwise 
ordered,  at  the  BamecompenaatioQ  as  the  meseenger 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriatiens. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 

considered,  and  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  B.  PICKBNS. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  the  Committee  on  I»- 
valid  PensioM  will  be  aalled  to-morrow,  and 
probably  not  for  some  time  afterward,  Uit 
Chair,  regarding  this  as  a  sufficient  exigency 
to  justify  the  immediate  introduction  of  a  pen* 
sioB  bifl,  without  waiting  till  next  llooday, 
recognizes  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
MatnaroI  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MAYNARD,  by  nnanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1064)  to  amead 
an  act  granting  tk  pension  to  William  B.  Pick- 
ens ;  which  was  read  tk  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen* 


sions. 


SBCORVM  IN  BIBAfg. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  call 
attention  to  a  violation  of  decorum  which  he 
observes  is  growing  to  a  considerable  extent. 
It  is  a  rule  of  the  House  that  no  member  in 
speaking  is  to  mention  another  member  by 
name,  but  is  to  describe  him  by  his  seat  in 
the  House,  or  as  "  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,''  or  '^  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question,^'  or  *'  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee,'' or  by  naming  his  State.  The  pro- 
nunciation of  members'  names  in  debate,  the 
Chair  regrets  to  see,  is  becoming  more  com- 
mon on  the  floor  than  is  in  accordance  with 
parliamentary  dignity.  It  very  rarely  becomes 
necessary,  either  from  the  chair  or  from  the 
floor,  to  pronounce  the  name  of  a  member, 
though  sometimes  it  cannot  be  avoided,  as  in 
indicating  tellers,  and  some  other  cases.  The 
Chair  begs  to  call  the  attention  of  members 
to  the  rule. 

PRKSIDBMt's  MB88AOB. 

Mr.  DAWES.  As  I  do  not  know  of  any 
business  demanding  immediate  attention,  I 
move  that  ihe  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  President's 
message,  so  as  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Snapp]  an  opportunity  to  address 
the  committee. 

The  motion  was  aipreed  to. 

The  House  accordinelv  resolved  itaelf  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Blair,  of  Michigan,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consioeration  of 
the  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

CIVIL  SBRTIOB  RXVORM. 

Mr.  SNAPP.    I  ask  die  Clerk  to  read  the 
resolution  which  I  send  to  the  desk. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  on  December  18, 1871,  acommistion  com- 
poeed  of  seven  men  sddreMed  a  docament  called  a 
''report"  to  the  Pretidentof  the  United  States,  reo- 
ommending  in  said  document  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  adopt  a  set  of  rules,  numberins 
thirteen,  framed  by  these  seven  men  called  a  *'  oom- 
mission ;"  and  whereas  in  said  rules  there  is  a  recom- 
mendation that  an  **  advisory  board  **  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  in  addition  thereto  that  **  the 
President  designate  three  persons  in  eaeh  Depart- 
ment of  the  pablic  service  to  serf  e  as  a  board  of 
examiners ''  to  permit  men  to  enter  the  public  ser- 
vice: Therefore.  _ 

Be  it  rmohed.  That  it  tf  not  expedient  that  sueh 
reoommendatioos  be  adopted,  and  that  such  recom- 
mendations do  not  meet  the  approval  of  this  House ; 
nor  do  we  believe  that  such  mles  meet  or  Will  meet 
the  approval  of  the  people  of  these  United  States. 

Mr.  SNAPP.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  that 
during  the  past  year  a  body  of  men  numbering 
seven  have  been  sitting  in  conclave  in  the  city 


of  Wadi?n|ion  ^r  the  ostensible  and  avowed 
purpose  of  contriving,  1  will  say  of  inventiog, 
some  scheme  whereby  the  people  of  these 
United  "States  may  be  chiAted  out  of  a  great 
and  important  jprivilege,  to  wit,  of  having  and 
exercising  a  voice  in  determining  who  sbul  fill 
^e  suborainate  offices  of  the  conniry. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose  to  show  and 
give  my  opinion  ^at  snch  a  scheme  ts  anti- 
republican  and  inimical  to  our  form  of  free 
govemmens. 

In  the  first  place,  at  the  very  starttn^point. 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  die  one  grand  and 
establish^  ^ict,  the  truth  that  Uie  firanda- 
tions  of  our  Government  are  that  the  people 
govern,  that  the  people  rule.  This  tievem- 
ment  is  not  a  Monarchy  nor  a  one* man  power, 
but  a  Government  of  the  people.  The  people 
make  the  laws.  The  people  make  the  law- 
makers. The  people  make  and  unmake  Pres- 
idents. In  fact,  the  people  are  the  source  of 
all  power,  the  fountain-head,  the  very  begin- 
nina  and  end  of  our  form  of  government 

This  being  a  fact  (vrtablished,  a  fact  whi^ 
cannot  successfully  b6  gainsaid  or  oootro- 
verted,  I  take  it  that  whatever  or  wfioever 
undertakes  to  thwart  that  principle  by  in  any 
manner  robbing  the  people  of  these  United 
States  of  their  right  to  use  their  voice  in  wha^ 
ever  concerns  them  (the  people)  must  be  ta 
violation  of  the  great  fundamental  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  of  course  is  not  right,  and 
will  not  be  endured;  and  sooner  or  later  wiH 
be  resisted. 

Now,  Mr.  Chiurman,  I  shall  proceed  to  diow 
that  I  believe  that  this  connnisBion,  composed 
of  twenty-eight  men,  drawing  sahfiea  in  the 
aggregate,  yearly,  from  eighty- four  thouaand 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  ia 
despotic  in  a  high  and  flaunt  degree,  and  not 
in  accoroance  with  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
always  remembering  and  never  forgetting  that 
the  basis  of  our  Government  is  that  the  people 
rule.  There  is  one  glorious  fact  which  it  will  be 
weH  for  us,  their  Representatives,  to  remem- 
ber, that  Heaven,  an  all- wise  Providence,  hai: 
implanted  in  the  breaste  of  the  people  a  jealooa 
watchfulness  of  their  rights  and  of  their  priv- 
ileges. And  it  will  be  well  fbr  rulers  to  be  re- 
minded that  though  they  may,  like  the  foolish 
ostrich,  bury  their  heads  in  the  san(f,  yet  their 
bodies  will  remain  exposed  to  the  scrutiny  of 
a  jealous,  and  it  may  be  a  wrathful  people. 
Why,  this  people  thai  we  are  talking  aboot 
made  this  Government.  In  the  very  first  Kne 
of  that  charter  of  our  Government  they  begin 
by  declaring,  in  tones  louder  and  further-reaefa- 
ing  than  the  loudest  Uiunder,  that — 


*'  We  the  people-of  the  United  States,  In  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union.eetablisbjQstlee.iiisare 
domestic  tranqaillity,  proviao  for  the  eommoa  de- 
fense, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  »ecur«  the 
hltningt  of  libertj  to  ourselves  and  our  ponfrrify.  do 
ordain  and  establish  this  Oonstitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America." 

Now,  sir,  one  valued  and  inestimable  privi- 
lege which  this  great  people  claim^  and  have 
always  claimed,  and  have  never  relinquished, 
and  moreover  it  will  be  well  for  their  servants 
to  remember  they  never  will  surrender.  Is  the 
right  to  say  who  shall  fill  the  offices  in  these 
United  States.  And  yet,  in  the  &ce  of  ^ts 
truth,  this  ''Star  Chamber"  called  a  commis- 
sion propose  that  somebody  else  than  the 
people  shall  fill  these  offices.  And  not  only 
do  they  make  such  proposition,  but  they  further 
insult  this  same  people  by  proposine  to  make 
the  tenure  of  these  offices  perpetnaL 

Why,  even  the  President  of  these  United 
States — the  man  occupying  that  escalted  posi- 
tion, that  comnimdiog  position,  not  onlv  of 
President,  but  thegreat  Gihneral-in-Chief-4iaSr 
at  the  end  of  four  years,  to  come  down  fh>m 
that  exalted  plafce  and  surrender  at  the  foet  of 
this  same  people  his  office,  and  then  retreat 
into  private  life  and  become  one  of  this  same 
perople.  And  yet,  I  say,  in  the  face  of  this  fiict 
this  "Star  Chaniber,-'  this  ^^ommission," 
gravely  propose  to  gag  the  people  by  recom- 
mending that  these  offices,  m  the  first  plaoe. 
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ingtoti,  and  xsnned  a  call  for  a  convention  to 
ineei  in  Philadelphia,  in  Jone  nezti  for  the 

?iirpo8^  of  noriainatin^  a  President  and  Vice 
'resident  of  thene  United  States.  Accord- 
ing to  this  call  there  are  to  be  in  that  con  yen* 
tion  six  hundred  and  thirtj-fbur  members. 
Now,  what  a  splendid  thing  it  would  be  to 
dispense  with  this  meeting  and  the  expense 
attending  it  and  jost  let  this  commission 
select  the  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
dispense  with  the  convention  and  with  the 
presidential  election.  In  the  language  of  this 
commission,  to  allow  the  people  to  elect  theif 
President  "would  be  an  evil  practice."  I 
tell  yon,  sir,  I  beUeve.  I  firmly  believe,  that 
this  civil  service  reform — I  will  cfall  it  a  Civil 
service  hnmboyg; — is  a  scheme  devised  to  break 
up  the  Republican  party.  I  believe  It  is  a  trap 
set  by  Democrats  to  catch,  capture  the  Re- 
publican party;  and  for  Heaven^ s sake  do  not 
let  us  put  our  foot  into  the  trap  with  our  eyes 
wide  open.  I  ask  Republicans  in  this  Con- 
gress if  iher  are  ready  to  indorse  the  anti- 
repuhlican  aoctrine  put  forth  by  this  commis- 
sion ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Democratic  party  are 
sagacious,  and  it  will  not  be  denied  that  this 
party  is  anxious  to  get  control  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  they  are  straining  every  nerve  to 
that  end.  They  have  tens  of  thousands  of 
Argus  eyes  watching  the  Republican  party, 
and  just  let  the  Republicans  in  this  Congress 
indorse  this  report  of  this  commission,  and 
they  will  go  before  the  people  with  the  fbllow- 
ing  resolution  as  a  plank  in  their  platform : 

*'  licftohed.  That  it  is  a  cardinal  dootrine  of  the 
fr«at  Deinoemtie  party  that  nU  ofBees  in  this  Gov- 
erautnt  oacht  to  be  elective." 

Mr.  Chairman,  which  proposition  \lo  you 
imagine  would  win  in  the  great  coming  presi- 
dential contest,  the  proposition  that  the  people 
elect  the  officers  throughout  the  country,  or 
that  those  offices  be  filled  by  a  fisw  men  called 
a  commission?  Mr.  Chairman,  who  can  con- 
template fbr  a  moment  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Republican  party,  the  loyal  party  of  the 
country,  without  a  shudder?  Just  imagine  for 
one  moment  the  Democratic  party!  ^bat  party 
that  plunged  the  country  into  such  a  terrible 
ivar,  in  the  possession  and  supreme  control  of 
this  Gk)verhment!  How  long  would  it  be 
before  we  would  have  another  rebelKon,  if  we 
could  judge  of  the  futare  by  the  past? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  the  Repnbliean  party  should  govern  this 
country  for  the  next  two  hundred  years  at 
least  I  can  safely  say  that  we  have  a  right 
to  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past;  and  tnls 
b^ing  so,  what  an  awful  time  wo  should  have 
if  the  Deraocra'ic  party  should  get  control  of 
the  Government.  I  would  admonish  the  Repub- 
lican party  tha»i  *•  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price 
of  liberty  ;**  and  do  not  let  us  sleep  and  let  the 
enemy  steal  away  the  victory.  Kvery  battle- 
field all  over  this  broad  domain  admonishes 
the  Republicnn  party  to  take  no  false  step. 
If  we  listen  to  such  admonition,  then  victory 
will  be  perched  on  oiir  standard  in  the  comitrg 
campaign  in  Kovember,  and  Grant  and  liberty 
will  be  emhtazoned  on  our  glorious  banner  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  all  over  the  broad  land,  and  the  coun* 
try  will  be  crowned  with  peace. 

[The  foregoing  speech,  during  its  delivery, 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  laughter  and 
applause.] 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

'     Mr.  POLAND.     Mr.  .Chsirmaa,  as  intro- 
ductory to  what  I  desire  to  say,  I  aak  tike  Clerk 
io  read  an  article  from  a  paper  caUad  the  Daily 
Patriot,  published  in  this  city. 
The  Clerk  read  aa  follows : 

**  Puitt  OJiet  DtpaHment  Abu9e»»-^A.  very  aacry 
individual  wae  yeeterda/  heard  to  affirm  tkat  he 
verily  believed  John  A.  J.  Cr^well  had  administered 
the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office  department  tn  a  reason- 
ably hoDe»t  and  coonomieal  manner. 

**A  aaiuber  of  aereoas  who  Itad  cathered  about 
the  excited  defender  of  the  OroawelT-Oaorpeuning- 
Barlow  system  of  mall  lettiocs  met  that  declaration 


wHh  derisivelaushter,  aadthe  question  was  promptly 
propounded,  why.  then,  do  Creswetl,  his  coatraotor" 
eonfederatee,  and  certain  CoDsressmen  so  assidu- 
ously labor  to  barricade  every  avenue  to  a  thorough 
investifation  of  the  real  condition  of  the  Post  Office 
DepartOMiKT 

*^The  response  of  the  irate  *  Creswelliao'  was. 
*  Oh.  you  want  to  unlock  the  secrets  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  make  public  their  exposition,  for 
the  same  purpose  that  actuates  Senators  TawBULb, 
ScHcaa,  LooAHi  and  others,  in  their  persistent  deter- 
minatioD  to  drag  into  light  'irregularities  "  in  other 
Departments  of  the  Qovernment  under  Grant's  ad- 
ministration.' '  I  am  a  Repablican.'  replied  a  cer- 
tain prominent  western  gentleman,  *and  desire  to 
aslc  you  if  you  believe  that  a  tboroujtrh  examiaation 
of  the  charges  preferred  in  the  Patriot  agalnet  CreS- 
weil  and  the  Poet  Offioeriog  woald  result  in  detri- 
nsent  to,  the  repatation  of  Mr.  Grosweli  ami  other 
officials,  or  in  their  exculpation?'  The  devoted  but 
unwise  apologist  of  the  chief  of  the  Post  Office  Dor 
partment  admitted  that  he  presumed  th^re  had  been 
some  imgulAHtiee '  nndiuf  Mr.  CresWell's  adminis- 
tration, but  *thAt  every  Kepublioan  who  is  a  good 
party  man  was  bound  to  oppose  any  investigation 
wittl  aner  the  next  nresidentiAl  election,  lest  the 
disclosures  would  tend  to  the  defeat  of  the  pajpiy.' 

"  In  view  of  the  potution  thus  assujacd  by  Mr. 
Cresweirs  friend  and  aamcato,  may  we  not  find  the 
due  to  the  ibilowing  reeolation,intro()aeed  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  Monday  last,  by  Mr. 
PoLA.NO,  ofVermont: 


•*• 


AMINDMBNT  OP  THE  BPLBg. 


**  *  Mr.  PouiKD,  I  ask  unanimous  oonsent  to  offer 
the  following  resolution  fbr  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Rules: 

**  'B^^olpedt  That  every  resolution  calling  upon  Ike 
President  or  the  head  of  any  Department  for  inform- 
ation to  be  laid  before  Congress,  shall  first  be  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committee,  and  alt  com- 
mittees are  aathorised  to  report  sueh  resolutions  at 
anytime.' 

When  the  intent  of  this  resolution  is  considered 
and  understood  it  will  be  seen  to  be  the  ingeniously- 
devised  means  of  preventing  an  examination  into 
the  maladministration  of  each  and  all  of  the  *  heads 
of  Departments'  until,  at  least  *  after  the  next  presi- 
dential election,  lest  the  disolosures  would  tend  to 
the  defeat  of  the  party'  of  wbioh  Mr.  Ohotpenniag* 
Cresweil  ij*  an  illustrious  and  worthy  leader  aud 
exempliflcator.  Since  the  organisation  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  bolderand  more  effisotive  move  for  the  burial 
out  of  sight  of  the  delinttteacief  of  departmental 
officials  has  not  been  concocted, 

'*ln  fact,  never  before  was  such  an  extraordinary 
proposition  offered  ia  Congress,  It  militates  against 
the  traditions  of  the  House  of  Representatives.,  It 
would  strip  it  of  some  of  its  most  important  and 
useful  powers,  and  commit  them  to  the  hands  of 
eommittees  appointed  with  the  understanding  that 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  eaeh  ere  ff  iei^ly  to 
the  head  of  the  Department  whose  anuirs  it  has 
speeiaRv  in  charge. 

**For  instance,  under  and  by  force  of  the  Poland 
system  of  tactics,  eaoh  and  every  effort  to  fi^om 
the  intricate  and  dai%  speculative  monetary  oper- 
ations of  the  Post  Office  ring  of  plunderers  would, 
witiiout  exoeption,  bo  hastily  hustled  into  the  hun- 
gry and  unyielding  grave  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee df  the  House  of  Representatives. 

**  Mr.  Poland  has  enioyed  an  enviable  fame  as  an 
{upright  man ;  and  with  the  fiiif  record  he  has  made 
in  public  life  it  stnlses  some  minds  with  unpleasaat 
suggestions  that  he  should  be  the  author—no,  but 
that  he  should  fhther  a  reeoYution  so  admirably 
oaloelated  to  defsat  the  eocposure  of  great  pnblie 
wronffs. 

**  While  we  impute  no  intent  of  mischief  to  the 
distinguished  member  from  Vermont,  and  entirely 
exonerate  him  therefrom,  it  does  ooenr  to  us  that, 
out  of  the  great  good  of  his  heart,  ho  may  have 
been  induced  to  perform  the  favor  of  fathering  the 
resolution  above  quoted. 

*'  Mr.  Bradley  Barlow  is  a  citisen  of  Vermont.  He 
is  the  oashier  of  a  national  bank  in  that  State.  He 
is  known  to  be  the  personal  ftriend  of  Mr.  Poland. 
He  is  at  the  head  of  the  ring  wbioh  controls  the 
great  postal  routes  of  (he  Northwest.  Did  it  ever 
occur  to  Mr.  Poland  to  inquire  how  this  cititen  ot 
Vermont,  the  cashier  of  a  small  bank  in  a  small 
country  town,  should  monopolise  the  great  stage  and 
mail  routes  throughout  tho^north west  section  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  7  Does  he  know  th«^  number 
and  extent  of  the  mail  routes  in  the  Southwest,  for 
which  Mr.  Barlow  and  his  confederates  Were  reoently 
bidders  7  Does  he  know  the  sum  total  of  the  cheeks 
or  drafts  drawn  or  certified  by  Bariow,  and  which 
were  received  at  the  Post  Office  Department  under 
the  advertisements  of  August  last  for  routes  in  the 
8oat|iwest7    If  hedoee»  willhe  *riaatoexplatB7'" 

Mr.  POLAND.  Mr.  Chairman,  what  I  de- 
sire to  say  is  partly  a  personal  explanation  and 
partly  an  arfumtnt  in  favor  of  my  proposition 
which  has  been  assailed,  so  that  it  is  perhaps 
as  proper  to  make  these  remarks  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  as  in  the  House.  In  order  to  be 
exact  tn  what  I  should  say,  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  write  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  considerable  time  I 
have  been  in  Congress  I  have  never  found 
occasion  to  make  a  personal  explanation.  If 
the  writer  of  the  paper  which  has  been  read 
had  only  assailed  me,  I  have  so  littl^fear,  or 


care  nhovti  my  reputation,  that  I  wonTd  nothav« 
given  mjTself  the  trouble  of  noticing  it.  Bat 
when  an  act  of  mine,  which  is  allegea  to  be  very 
mischievous  and  wicked,  is  charged  upon 
others,  and  they  nre  claimed  to  be  held  respon- 
sible as'  the  real  authors  and  instigntors  of 
the  wrong,  truth  requires  that  I  should  relieve 
them  from  the  charge,  if  it  is  not  true. 

The  writer  of  this  article  (althontch  anknown 
to  me)  is  evidently  my  friend,  and  desires,  if 
possible,  to  divert  the  injurious  conseouencea 
of  my  wrong  act,  so  that  they  shall  fall  upon 
Others,  and  not  upon  me. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  un- 
known friend  for  his  favorable  estimate  of  my 
character  and  conduct  up  to  this  unfortunate 

Seriod  of  my  life,  and  my  only  regret  in  this 
ehalf  ts  that  his  good  opinioi^was  not  better 
deserved.  My  partial  fnend  seeks  to  excuse 
me  from  all  evil  intention  in  this  mat*«r  npon 
the  ground  that  my  only  fault  was  in  allowing 
my  easy-going  good  nature  and  kind  haarted- 
ness  to  be  imposed  upon  by  some  man  or  men 
more  crafty  and  less  honest  than  myself. 

I  regret  for  my  friend*a  aake,  and  for  kia  in- 
terest iQ  my  good  name  and  fame,  to  be  obliged 
to  say  that  '*the  enviable  fame  as  an  upright 
man,  which  he  aays  I  have  hitherto  enjoyed, 
cannot  be  saved  upon  his  theory.  Whatever 
the  consequences  may  be,  I  must  tell  the  troth, 
and  fully  acknowledge  that  i  was  not  aadnced 
or  tempted  into  this  wrong  act  by  any  erafly 
Postmaster  General  or  subtle  mail  contractor, 
but  that  it  was  done  of  my  own  mind  and  wtll« 
and  I  alone  ought  to  bear  the  disgrace  and 
punishment.  I  do  not  know  but  the  Post- 
master General  has  been  guilty  of  all  tha  ille- 
3a]  and  collusive  practices  that  tha  writer  of 
lis  article  charges  against  him.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  the  Postmaster  General  feela  a 
great  anxiety  to  avoid  investigation,  and  pre- 
vent all  public  knowledge  of  tiie  facta,  though 
I  confess  his  asking  for  an  investigation  by  a 
committee  looktalittle  the  other  way.  Bat 
whatever  may  have  been  the  conduct  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  or  his  desire  to  cover  op 
or  conceal  it,  he  has  never  had  any  commooi- 
cation  on  the  subject  in  any  manner,  direct  or 
indirect,  with  roe;  neither  had  ho  the  alight- 
est  knowledge  that  I  thought  of  offering  my 
unfortunate  proposition  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

For  aught  I  know,  it  may  be  true  that  Mr. 
Bradley  Barlow  and  others  may  have  deceived 
or  colluded  with  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
obtained  illegal  and  frandntent  mail  contracta, 
and  thereby  defraoded  theGoternment.  They 
may  be  anxiona  to  prevent  investigation,  so  as 
to  prevent  their  frauds  being  exposed.  I  can 
only  say  that  nono6f  them  have  held  any  man- 
ner of  communieation  with  me  on  the  subject, 
or  in  any  way  sought  my  aid  or  assistance;  nor 
had  any  of  them  any  knowledge  or  intiaaatiom 
that  1  intended  to  offer  such  a  resolution.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  resolution  was  written  at  mv 
seat  in  the  House  but  a  few  minutes  before  I 
offered  it.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  be- 
fore had  mentioned  the  matter  to  any  person, 
though  I  had  for  a  conaiderable  time  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  sach  arnle  onght  to  be 
adopted. 

After  I  had  written  my  resolution  I  showed 
it  to  several  leading  members  who  sit  nearaso, 
all  of  whom  approved  it,  and  they  were  the 
only  persons  who  knew  my  pnrpose.  The  res- 
olntion  itself  is  so  violently  attacked^  and  ita 
origin  attributed  to  such  wicked  and  corrupt 
motiires  on  the  part  of  somebodv,  that  I  desire 
to  state  in  a  ibw  words  the  real  motive  why  I 
thought  such  a  rule  ought  to  be  adopted.  Res- 
olutions calling  on  the  Executive  or  the  several 
Departments  For  information  are  offV  red  and 
passed  almost  daily,  and  it  seems  to  be  thought 
a  sufficient  answer  to  anyobjectionthattlieyare 
only  resolutions  of  inquiry.  In  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  thejT  are  wholly  nnnecessanr.  In  many 
cases  the  information  souj^ht  is  already  in  the 
possession  of  the  House,  in  reports  and  other 
public  documents.  In  many  cases,  when  inform- 
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Depnrtmeots  of  this  Gk>ipemmeiit.  It  haldi 
them  io  ch«ok;  and  to  set  op  the  paltry  ■urn— 
and  I  mean  what  I  gay — ^to  aei  up  the  paltry  sum 
which  it  oeats  to  prepare  and  print  the  answers 
to  oar  interrogatories  against  the  benefits  aris* 
ing  therefromi  is  to  my  mind  totally  absurd. 
Bat  I  do  not  believe  that  to  be  tha  motive. 
It  cannot  be  the  motive. 

This  resolation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Poland  J  to  my  mind,  is  one  of  the 
very  worst  ever  offered  in  this  House ;  and  if 
the  rale  shonld  be  established  that  those  reso- 
lotions  of  ia^niiyaDe  all  to  go  to  committees 
belbre  they  are  permitted  to  be  propoanded 
to  the  offieers,  it  will  prevent  all  inforsiation 
being  obtained  from  the  Departments. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  insist  on  my  motion.  M 
this  is  out  of  order* 

Mr.  ELDRID^E.  The  whole  thing  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  the  com- 
mittee is  a  pardban  committee,  and  it  wiU 
cover  op  these  transactions. 

Mr,  DI€KEY«  I  insist  on  my  motion,  that 
the  cenmiitee  rise. 

The  qoestion  bebg  pat,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Th«  committee  accordingly  rose ;  and  the 
Shaker  having  resamed  the  (mair,  Mr.  BLAUtt 
ot  Michigan,  reported  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  sfeate  of  tJhe  Union  had  had 
under  consideration  the  President's  message, 
and  had  come  to  no  resolation  thereon. 

H B88AOK  FROM  TH«  MHATB. 

A  messaee  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmp- 
SON,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  a  bill  of  the  following  title ; 
in  which  the  oencurrence  of  the  House  was 
reouested  • 

A  bill  (S.  No.  852)  for  the  relief  of  Bex^*a- 
min  H.  Campbell,  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  northern  district  of  Illinois. 

LBAVS  OB  ABSBMCC. 

By  nnanimoas  consent,  Mr.  BiOBT  was 
nanted  leave  of  absence  for  five  days,  Mr. 
Merbick  for  two  days,  and  Mr.  Adams  for  ten 
days. 

WILLIAM  gNBLLINO. 

Mr.  MERCUR,  by  nnanimoas  consent,  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the 
House  the  papers  of  William  SnelHng,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  application  for  prize-money  and 
arrears  of  pay,  presented  during  the  Forty- First 
Congress. 

H.  8.  BLDRIDOB,  BT  AL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BANKS,  bv  unanimons 
consent,  the  memorial  of  H.  S.  Eldridge,  and 
Gilbert  &  Gerrish,  was  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

▲TTOBNBT  FOR  THB  DISTBIOT. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimons  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Attor- 
ney General  in  relation  to  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  $8)000  pe^  annum  io  be  made  to  the 
office  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PORT  8NBLLIN0  MILITART  RBSBRYATIOZr. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  May  7,  t871,  in  relation  to  one  thou- 
sand acres  to  be  selected  for  a  permanent  mili- 
tarypost,  so  much  of  the  mllitaij  reservation 
of  Fort  Snelliog;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  ASaira,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PBN1TBNTIARIB8  IN  THB  TBRRIT0RIB8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  nnanimoas  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the  act  of 
January  22,  1867,  making  appropriations  for 
the  ereetaon  of  penitentiaries  in  the  Territories ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  and  orderad  to  be  printed. 


BBHOYAL  OF  PBN8I0N  OVFIOB. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  befbre  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  In  relation  to  the  expenses 
incurred  in  the  removal  of  the  Pension  Office 
to  the  Seaton  House,  in  September,  1871; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD, 
of  Ohio,  (at  three  o'clock  and  forty  minutes 
p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


PBTITIONfi,  BTC. 

The  following  petitions,  Ac,  were  preaented 
und^r  the  rule,  and  refefred  to  the  appropriate 
eommittees:  ■ 

Bv  Mr.  AMBLER:  The  ^Ution  of  Melville 
Hudson,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  BINGHAM:  Two  memorials  of  the 
American  Temperance  Commission,  A.  M. 
Powell,  president,  praying  for  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  providing  that  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  Federal  office  who  is 
addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beveraffe 

By  Mr.*  BRAXTON:  A  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Louisa  county,  Virginia,  asking 
a  uniform  tax  on  all  manufactured  tobacco 
entering  the  market  for  consumption  at  six- 
teen cents  per  pound. 

By  Mr.  COX:  The  petition  of  David  Kliea, 
for  relleC 

By  Mr.  DONNAN:  The  petition  of  A.  E. 
Bobbins  and  others,  citizens  of  Allamakee 
county,  Iowa,  asking  for  the  establishment 
of  a  post  route  between  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Waukon* 

By  Mr.  ELY:  The  petition  of  the  Soldiers' 
Union  Home  and  School  of  New  York»  for  an 
appropriation. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan :  A  peUtion 
for  pension  for  Thomas  Wilson,  of  Kent  county, 
Michintn. 

By  Mr.  H AZLETON,  of  New  Jersey  i  A 
petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Bridgeton,  New  Jersey,  for  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navi^tion  of  Cohansey  creek 
between  that  city  and  Delaware  bay* 

By  Mr.  HOLMANs  The  petition  of  Simon 
Staosifer,  to  be  relieved  from  an  error  in  his 
accounts  as  ooUeotor  of  internal  revenue  for 
the  third  district  of  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  KELLEY:  A  memorial  of  manv 
insurance  companies  and  citizens  of  Philadel- 
I>hia,  asking  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Radical  Reform 
Club  of  Philadelphia,  proposing  a  method  for 
the  revival  of  American  commerce. 

By  Mr.  M  AYNARD :  The  petition  of  M.  A. 
Helm  and  J.  Jacob  Helm,  heirs  of  Ambrose 
Van,  deceased,  prating  Congress  to  pass  the 
French  spoliation  bill  now  under  consideration 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Also,  the  petition  of  155  persons,  citizens  of 
Tennessee,  late  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  requesting  bounty  land  and  equalization 
of  bounties. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  S.  Weller, 
sen.,  of  Davidson  county,  Tennessee,  praying 
reimbursement  from  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  for  goods  destroyed  during  the 
late  war. 

AlsO|  the  peUtion  of  David  Yates,  late  of 
company  K,  third  Tennessee  cavalry,  for  $100 
bounty  lost  to  him  by  neglect  of  his  attorney. 

AlsOt  the  petition  of  William  Phillips  and 
others,  for  a  special  act  to  place  the  name  of 
Stephen  Phillips  on  the  rolls  of  company  K, 
ninth  Tennessee  cavalry. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND :  The  i>etition  of 
William  B.  Ray  and  18  others,  citizens  of 
MonongaheU  City,  Peno^^rlvania,  asking  the 
passage  of  a  law  establishioff  a  uniform  rate 
of  tax  on  all  manufactured  tobacco  of  sixteen 
cents  per  pound. 

By  Mr.  McHENRY  :  The  memorial  of  John 
C.  Chamberlin,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 


vices as  first  lieutenant,  company  B,  tvelftb 
Kentucky  cavalry. 

By  Mr.  McJUNKIN :  The  petition  of  Elin- 
both  J.  Clampitt,  widow  of  GeorjteD.  ClsBpitt, 
Late  a  private  in  company  B,  third  Penoijlft- 
nia  artiUerv,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  MOREY:  A  petition  of  citizeoBof 
north  Louisiana,  praying  for  the  establieh* 
meat  of  a  United  States  dmtrict  court  Unt  north 
Louisiana. 

Also,  a  petition  of  cidzens  of  Ouscbits 
parish,  Louisiana,  praying  for  the  passtge  of 
a  bill  granting  relief  to  all  persons  Isfaoring 
nnder  political  disabilities. 

Bv  Mr.  PLATT:  The  portion  of  Be?.  S.M. 
Bird,  A.  G.  Mabry,  and  others,  for  aid  ioreboild- 
ing  the  Episcopal  church  at  Selma,  AUbsBt. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Long,  John 
Booker,  William  Jones,  and  others,  lor  the 
reduction  of  the  tax  on  tobacco. 

By  Mr.  PRICE :  A  petition  of  sandrj  eiti- 
sens  of  Pickens  and  Dawson  counties,  io  Geor- 
gia, for  a  post  route  from  Jasper  to  Dswion- 
ville,  in  said  State. 

By  Mr.  RAINEY :  The  petition  of  W.  J. 
White,  Edwin  Belcher,  Thomas  P.  Beard,  asd 
198  others,  colored  citizens  of  Georgia,  prtyiog 
fi>r  the  passage  of  the  snpplemental  civil  righti 
bilL 

By  Mr.  SESSIONS :  The  petition  of  Phoebe 
Ann  Elderkin,  for  a  pension  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  son,  on  whom  she  was  depeodest 

By  Mr.  SLATER:  The  petition  of  Samoel 
Celner  and  6S0  others,  oitizens  of  Oregon,  ask- 
ing for  the  passage  of  an  act  which  wUl  secare 
to  aotnal  settlerslands  granted  to  the  State  of 
Oregon  under  the  siwamp-land  act,  approved 
March  12,  1860. 

ByMr.VAUQHAN:  The  petition  of  8.  W. 
Cooper  and  890  others,  citizens  of  Fayette 
county,  Tennessee,  prayine  Congress  to  refbod 
^e  tax  paid  upon  cotton  in  1866, 1866, 1867, 
and  1868. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  W.  Winfrey  sad  63 
others,  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Teoneaaee, 
praying  Congress  to  refund  the  aaonnt  of  tax 
paid  upon  cotton  in  1866, 1866, 1867,aod  1868. 

BILLS  INTltOBUOiD. 

The  following  bills  were  presented  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Beads: 

By  Mr.  DONNAN:  A  bill  to  establish  cer 
tain  post  routes  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan:  A  bill 
to  establish  a  mail  route  from  Clam  Lake  to 
Traverse  City,  State  of  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  A  bill  to  establish  a 
post  route  from  Hickoij  Tavern,  bjr  Dudlej^i 
Shoals,  Brushy  Mountain,  and  Warrior  Creek, 
to  Wilkesboro,  North  Carolina,  and  from  Globe 
to  Blowing  Rock,  North  Caroliaa. 

By  Mr.  PRICE:  A  bill  to  establish  a  pott 
route  from  Jasper  to  Dawsonville,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  January  18,  1872. 
Praver  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  Niw- 
MAN,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  vesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

nOUSK  BILLS  RSrEHRBD. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Bs]^ 
resentatives  were  read  twice  by  their  titlest  sod 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No,  1061)  to  authorise  the 
payment  of.  duplicate  checks  of  disborsiog 
officers;  and 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1062)  to  admit  certain 
nukchinery  imported  from  foreign  countries 
free  of  duty. 

The  following  House  bills  wore  read  twice 
by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations:  ,      , 

A  bill  (fl.  R.  No.  1065)  to  regulate  tbeMl- 
ary  of  the  consul  at  Tien-Tsin,  China ;  and 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  leare  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  memorial  of 
George  W.  Paschall,  for  payment  of  salary  and 
expenses  of  Judge  Duval  in  holding  court  in 
Texas.  The  Senate  passed  a  bill  on  that  sub- 
ject at  a  former  Congress,  and  Mr.  Paschall 
now  asks  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  with  the 
Tiew  of  using  them  elsewhere. 

The  leave  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  accompanyins 

Sapers  of  Mary  A.  Manning  be  withdrawn  from  tha 
lea  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

BBPORTS  OP  COMMITTEBS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  some 
days  ago  the  Senate  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  ihe  Judiciary  a  memorial  from  Eliza- 
beth Cady  Stanton,  Isabella  Beecher  Hooker, 
and  four  others,  sotting  forth  that  under  the 
present  Federal  Constitution  all  women  who 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States  had  the 
right  to  vote,  and  asking  Congress  to  pass  a 
law  at  the  present  session  protecting  tuem  in 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  also  asking  to 
be  heard  before  Senate  in  support  of  these 
views.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  report  adversely  on  the  latter 
brancli  of  their  request,  which  is,  to  be  heard 
before  the  Senate  in  support  of  the  memorial ; 
and  in  reference  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
memorial,  claiming  the  right  to  vote  under  the 
Federal  Constitution,  the  committee  will  report 
at  an  early  day  in  writing  to  the  Senate.  The 
committee  now  report  adversely  upon  so  much 
of  the  memorial  as  requests  that  the  memo- 
rialists be  heard,  and  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  that  portion 
of  tlieir  request. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reports  adversely  upon  the  petition  of  certain 
ladies  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate, 
and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  that  prayer.  Unless  objected 
to,  that  order  will  be  made. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  S.  P.  Gilbert,  praying  that  some 
action  be  taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  by  States  restricting  the  sale  of 
patents,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  172)  for  the  payment  of  Richard  M.  Green 
for  the  use  of  his  patent  by  the  Government, 
are  of  opinion  that  a  claim  against  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  use  of  a  patent  by  the  Got- 
ernment  is  like  a  claim  for  the  use  of  any  other 
property,  and  should  therefore  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.  Hence  the  Committee  on 
Patents  ask  to  l>e  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  George  Wright  for  compensation  in  a  sim- 
ilar matter,  together  with  a  bill  (S.  No.  239) 
for  the  relief  of  George  Wright,  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  them,  and 
that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
of  John  B.  Emerson,  and  the  bill  (S.  No.  138) 
for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Emerson^  being  of 
the  same  character  as  the  preceding  claim, 
recommend  the  same  action. 

The  petition  and  bill  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1049)  establishing  a  port  of  entry  and 
delivery  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 


He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (3.  No.  345)  for  deepening 
St.  Clair  Flats  canal  to  sixteen  feet,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  301)  to  authorize  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
with  F.  M.  Cordeiro,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Theodore  S.  Comparet,  asking  for  a  pension, 
submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S. 
No.  494)  placing  the  name  of  Theodore  S. 
Comparet  on  the  pension-roll. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Committee  on  Poet  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  40)  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
ocean  mail  steamship  service  between  tho  Uni- 
ted States  and  Australia,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to 
report  back  the  bill  with  an  amendment  in  the 
nature  of  a  substitute,  and  recommend  its 
passage. 

I  also  submit  a  report  which  I  ask  to  have 

frinted  with  the  bill,  and  I  will  state  now  that 
shall  avail  myself  of  some  vacant  day  next 
week  to  call  it  up  for  consideration,  and  I 
ho{)e  at  that  time  the  Senate  will  dispose 
of  it. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Henry  W.  B.  Grover,  of  Durham,  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  to  be  allowed  bounty,  asked 
Co  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion, and  that  it  be  referred  to  Uie  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committeei  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Caroline  Damon, 

Erayin|^  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  asked  to 
e  discnarged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  Irom  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Bragdon, 
of  Poland,  Androscoggin  county,  Maine,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  a  pension,  asked  to  be  dis- 
clmrged  from  its  further  consideration  ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

PUILADEL^niA  lOK-BOATS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
487)  to  exempt  the  iron  steam  ice-boats,  con- 
structed by  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  from 
inspection,  have  directed  me  to  report  it 
back,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

Mr  SCOTT.  I  ask  for  the  present  consid- 
eration of  that  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill.(S.  No.  487) 
to  exempt  the  iron  steam  ice-boats  constructea 
by  the  city  of  Philadelphia  from  the  inspec- 
tion required  by  the  act  of  February  28, 1871, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,*' was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suppose  there  is  some 
reason  for  that  bill.  I  do  not  understand  it ; 
but  I  suppose  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
can  state  what  it  is  for. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  stated  when  I  introduced  the 
bill  that  the  application  of  the  provisions  of 
this  law  to  those  ice-boats  prevents  effectu- 
ally their  being  used  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  constructed.  The  rivers  will  freeze 
up  and  cannot  be  opened  unless  this  bill  is 
passed.  These  boats  require  a  higher  pres- 
sure of  steam,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  cut 
the  ice  out  of  the  channel,  than  the  law  au- 
thorizes. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
anaendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


BIOBT-HOUB  LAW. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  TheComnait- 
tee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  47)  in  relation  to  pay  of 
laborers,  workmen,  and  mechanics  emplored 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back 
with  an  amendment,  in  the  nature  of  a  substi- 
tute. I  ask  at  the  same  time  that  certain  com- 
munications which  I  send  to  the  Chair  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

War  Dipastuext.  Dteembtr  28, 187L 

Tho  Secretary  of  War  hu  the  honor  to  retnm  to 
tho  Committee  on  Finance  of  tho  United  States  Son- 
ate,  tho  proposed  joint  retolation  (H.  B.No.  47)  "  in 
relation  to  pay  ot  laborera,  workmen,  and  mechan- 
ics employed  by  or  on  behalf  of  tho  Qovemment  of 
the  United  States."  and.  in  complianco  with  tho  ro« 
qaest  of  the  committee,  to  transmit  oertaio  reports 
of  tho  cbiofi  of  eDgiooerfl.  and  ordnance,  ihowiog 
tho  probable  amoant  that  woald  be  required  to  carry 
oat  tho  proTiiions  of  thn  hill  in  the  War  Denflrimeat. 

WILLIAM  W.  BELKNAP. 
Secretary  of  War. 

OprrcB  OF  THs  Chirp  op  EvaiirEieaa, 
Wasbivoton.  D.  C.  Dtcemhtr  23,  187L 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  the  oommonioation  from  Uoo. 
JoBK  Shbbv AN  of  the  19th  instant,  locloninf  Uoote 
resolution  No.  47,  addressed  to  yon  and  r«ferred4o 
this  office.  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 

First  That  the  ocgregato  amoant  which,  sbonld 
this  bill  become  a  law.  would  probably  be  repaired 
to  pay  employes  of  engineer  department  woold  not 
exceed  $106.5i^  60. 

Second.  That  the  accounts  of  fifty-six  officers  and 
agents  disbursing  under  direction  of  this  office  woold 
have  to  be  adjusted  and  settled. 

The  remaining  ((uestions  involred,  namely:  first, 
whether  it  would  involve  the  accounts  of  contract- 
ors on  behalf  of  the  Government,  and  seeood. 
whether  what  has  been  paid  for  work  of  laborers, 
workmen,  and  mechanics,  has  been  or  will  be  wore 
or  less  than  has  been  or  is  paid  for  like  services  by 

grivato  parties,  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  aoenraey, 
e  determined. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant. 

A.  A.  HUMPBRE78. 
Brigadier  General  and  Cki^  of  Anginam^, 

Hon.  SXCBXTABT  OP  Wab. 

Obdnavcx  Oppicb.  Wab  DxPABTiCKirr. 

Washikgton.  December  22. 187L 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  Senator 
Shebman's  letter  of  19th  instant,  accompanied  by 
Houso  resolution  No.  47.  and  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report: 

On  July  15, 186S.  twenty  days  after  the  pamaga  of 
the  law  milking  eight  hoars  a  day's  work.  General 
Order  46,  Adjutant  (Senoral's  Office,  announcing  the 
passage  of  tho  lair,  was  published  to  the  Army  for  its 
government.    (Copy  herewith.) 

No  special  instructionii  on  the  subject  were  pub- 
lished by  this  bureau  to  the  Department  with  the 
general  order,  and  commanding  officers  at  arsenals 
wore  allowed  to  fix  the  daily  wages  of  ihe  employ^ 
under  them  as  had  previously  beou  allowed.  Some 
commanding  officers  reduced  thonumber  of  workinc 
hours  in  a  calendar  day  from  ton  hours  to  eight  boun 
and  loft  the  daily  wages  unaltered :  other  reduced  the 
number  of  working  unurs  in  a  day  and  made  a  cor- 
respondingabatemontiothoday'8W;ige8,  while  other 
officers  required  the  hired  men  to  inbor  ten  hours  in 
a  calendar  day  and  gavo  them  credit  for  one  and  a 
fourth  days  for  eadi  o  Uendar  day  they  worked. 

On*Fcbruary  17. 1869.  tho  inclosed  circular  No.  2. 
series  of  1869,  was  published  by  this  Department  and 
continued  in  force  until  the  date  of  the  President's 
proclamation.  From  thattimo  until  now  all  hired 
mon  employed  by  the  day  in  this  Department  have 
been  paid  ten  hoars'  wages  for  eight  hours'  work. 

The  number  of  hired  men  employed  by  this  De- 
partment at  daily  wages,  between  the  date  of  the 
law  making  eight  hours  a  day's  work  and  the  public- 
ation of  the  President's  proclamation  in  relation  to 
the  same  will  be  found  to  be  about  two  thousand, 
which  number,  if  paid  tbooxtra  compensation,  would 
require  not  less  than  $300,000. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  other  persons  woald 
become  entitled  to  additional  compensation  should 
this  bill  become  a  law.  If  any  work  was  done  br 
contract  between  June  25.  1868.  and  May  14. 1869. 
the  number  of  hired  men  employed  by  theoontraet- 
ors  is  not  known  to  this  Department. 

In  conclusion.  I  have  to  say  that  the  wages  now 
paid  by  this  Department  to  laborers  and  other 
workmen  is.  at  least,  twenty  per  cent,  higher  than  is 
paid  by  private  establishments,  the  relative  hoais 
of  labor  being  considered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

A.  B.  Dy£R, 
Chi^  of  Ordnance  United  StcOee  Army* 

Hon.  W.  W.  Bblkhap,  Secretary  of  War, 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  So  &r  as  tht 
committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain  in  iheM 
two  branches  of  the  GoTernment  busineu,  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  will  require  at  least  be- 
tween fonr  and  five  hundred  thonsand  dollars 
to  make  up  ^e  dt£ference  whidh  it  claimed  on 
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bodjT  below  the  rank  of  captain  to  whom  this 
pmilege  does  not  now  extend. 

Mr.  l^LAIR.  My  impression  is  that  there 
is  no  one  below  the  rank  of  captain  to  whom 
the  priyilege  does  not  now  extend:  that  every 
officer  of  the  grade  of  captain  ana  below  that 
fn^de  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  That 
18  my  impression. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  I  suggest  to  the 
honorable  Senator  that  in  lines  six,  seven,  and 
eight  these  words  shoald  be  stricken  from  the 
bill :  *^  major  generals,  brigadier  generals,  col- 
onels, lieutenant  colonels,  majors;''  so  that 
the  bill  would  read:  ''shall  be  extended  to  all 
officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  and  marines  dis- 
abled in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment ;  but  I  cannot  accept  it,  I  suppose, 
as  the  bill  is  reported  by  a  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  moves  to  amend  the  bill  as  he  has 
stated. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  move  to  amend  npon 
the  theory  that  that  is  what  the  bill  designs 
to  do.  I  am  not  advised  about  this.  I  sub- 
mit it  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri. 
If  the  design  of  the  bill  is  to  extend  to  all  men 
alike  without  distinction  of  rank  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  this  benefit,  then  certainly  these 
words  are  surplusage.  They  provoke  the  idea 
that  a  distinction  is  attempted  to  be  made ; 
and  if  no  distinction  is  to  be  made,  then  they 
should  be  taken  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  No  distinction  is  intended  to 
be  made.  I  have  already  given  to  the  Senator 
from  New  York  my  impression  that  the  law  in 
existence  now  applies  to  all  others ;  and  this 
bill  is  simply  to  provide  for  those  who  are  not 
alreadv  provided  for ;  but  I  am  very  happy  to 
have  the  assistance  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  in  improving  the  language  of  the  bill, 
and  I  accept  without  hesitation  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then,  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  the  bill  is  to  be  thus  modified,  I  un- 
derstand now  the  bill  to  stand  upon  this  ground: 
that  no  man  in  the  Navy  and  no  man  in  the 
Army  receives  pay  and  pensions  so  large  as  to 
be  able  to  provide  himself  with  this  particular 
necessity.    That  is  the  argument^  I  take  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  not  made  that  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  see  any  other 
on  which  the  bill  could  stand.  I  am  not  going 
to  interpose  against  any  report  made  by  the 
Military  Committee  which  looks  like  conferring 
benefits  upon  men  who  have  exposed  their  lives 
and  lost  their  limbs  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try— very  £ar  from  it ;  but  when  we  are  appro- 
priating money  from  the  Treasury  I  think  we 
ought  to  understand  upon  what  grounds  we 
are  doine  it,  and  the  effect  of  the  legislation. 

Now,  I  understand  the  bill,  if  the  amend- 
ment suggested  shall  prevail,  to  mean  this — 
and  with  this  single  statement  I  leave  it — I 
understand  it  to  mean  that  in  addition  to  all 
the  bounties,  all  the  pay,  all  the  pensions  now 
provided  by  law,  every  man  in  the  Army  from 
the  General  down,  and  every  man  in  the  Navy 
from  the  Admiral  down,  if  he  has  lost  a  limb, 
is  to  be  provided  with  an  artificial  limb ;  or  it 
he  does  not  want  to  be  so  provided  by  the 
Government,  as  will  be  the  truth  in  a  great 
majority  of  instances,  a  certain  sum  of  money 
as  commutation  or  bounty  is  to  be  added  to 
what  he  has  heretofore  received.  I  think  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  that  is  the  effect  of  the 
bill ;  and  all  that  I  wish  to  do  is  to  understand 
it  myself  and  bring  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Senate,  in  order  that  we  may  know  what  we 
are  about  to  adopt. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  amendment  will  be  regarded  as 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  has  stated  so  clearly  what 
the  bill  amounts  to*  It  is  to  apply  to  every 
man  who  has  served  the  coant^i  and  who  is 


not  already  provided  for  by  law,  and  who  has 
lost  an  arm  or  a  lee  in  the  service  of  his  conn- 
try,  and  to  provide  that  the  country  shall 
recompense  him  to  some  extent  by  making  as 
good  a  substitute  as  possible  bv  furnishing  him 
an  artificial  limb.  That  is  the  fact  about  it. 
and  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Senator  has  stated 
it  so  explicitly  to  the  Senate.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  he  stated  it  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
impress  the  Senate  with  the  enormous  expense 
that  the  Government  is  aboat  to  inour  in  this 
matter,  in  the  hope  probably  of  breaking  down 
the  bill.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  him 
exactly  as  urging  these  facts  in  the  sense  I 
have  indicated,  but  with  a  full  knowledge  that 
it  does  provide  for  every  person  who  served  in 
the  Army  or  Navy,  ana  had  the  misfortnne 
to  lose  one  of  his  limbs,  a  substitute  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government.  I  hope  that  there 
win  be  found  no  one  in  the  Senate  to  object  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  in  order 
not  to  break  down  the  bill,  and  not  to  dwell 
upon  the  great  expense  involve  in  it,  but  to 
insure  men  below  the  rank  of  captain  the 
same  right  which  is  now  to  be  conferred  npon 
m^jor  generals,  I  move  the  amendment  which 
i  suggested,  to  strike  out  all  the  restraining 
words,  so  that  the  bill  will  extend  this  privi- 
lege to  all  men  alike,  regardless  of  rank,  m  the 
Army  and  Navy. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  amend- 
ment has  been  regarded  as  agreed  to,  there 
being  no  objection. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  TH URM  AN.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
bill  read  as  it  stands  amended. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will 
have  its  third  reading  in  full. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  at  length,  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  d^e..  That  the  beneilts  of  the  aet 
approved  June  30,  1870,  entitled '*  An  aet  sapple- 
mentary  to  an  act  to  provide  for  famishins  artifieial 
limbs  to  disabled  soldiers."  shall  be  extended  to  all 
officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  and  marines  disabled  In 
the  military  or  naval  servioe  of  the  United  States, 
as  fully  as  the  same  are  provided  for  in  Uie  aots 
approved  July  16,  1862,  July  28, 1863.  and  July  27. 
18(»,  in  so  far  as  the  said  acts  relate  to  artifieial 
limbs,  and  to  transportation  for  procarins  said 
li«nbs. 

Sao.  2.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  aets  inconsistent 
with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sia  8.  That  this  act  shall  take  eiliet  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

MB88AGB  FROM  THl  HOUn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Isaac  Strohm,  one  of  its  clerks, 
announced  that  the  House  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills ;  in  which  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  116)  granting  a  pension  to 
Nancy  Ann  Spurgeon,  wkIow  of  Josiah  Spur- 
geon,  of  Lewis  county,  Missouri ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  712)  granting  a  pension  to 
William  H.  Bridges; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1065)  granting  a  pension 
to  Martha  A.  Jones  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1066)  granting' a  pension 
to  Mary  Wade,  mother  oi  Jennie  Wade ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1067)  muting  a  pension 
to  Ann  G.  Barker,  widow  of  Thomas  Barker. 

BILLS  INTBODUOBD. 

Mr.  CONKLING  asked,  and  by  nnanimoos 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8. 
No.  496)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Bamaby  *,  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEST  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill(S.  No.  496) 
to  authoriee  the  sale  of  public  property  at 
Sbreveport,  Louisiana ;  which  was  r^d  twice 
by  its  tiUe,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  asked,  and  by  nnanimous 
oonsent  obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  (S. 


No.  497)  to  constitute  Nebraska  City,  in  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  a  port  of  delivery ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8/ No.  499) 
amendatory  of  the  homestead  law ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
499)  to  allow  women  to  vote  and  hold  office  in 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
beprinted. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8.  No.  600) 
granting  two  million  acres  of  public  lands  to 
uie  District  of  Columbia  for  educational  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Mune,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (8.  No.  601)  for  the  relief  of  James 
Murphy;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
refemd  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  nnanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  602)  to  perfect  navigation  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  which  was  r^ui  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  608)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  L.  Hall; 
whieh  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CONDUCT  OF  PRBSIDBICT  OBANT. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  President, 
I  rise  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  short  and  fit  day,  I  will  ask  the  court- 
esy of  the  body  to  allow  me  to  call  up  a  reso- 
lution which  I  offered  some  days  ago,  in  order 
to  make  some  remarks  upon  iU  The  Senate 
will  recollect  bow  that  resolution  was  de- 
nounced at  the  time  it  was  presented.  Those 
words  of  denunciation  I  aid  not  hear,  or  I 
should  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  reply  at 
once.  I  hope,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
Senate  wiU  oo  me  the  courtesy  to  allow  me  to 
have  that  resolution  called  up  soon,  and^  also 
permission  to  make  some  remarks  upon  it 

UOUBB  BILLS  BBFBBBBD. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  were  read  twice  by  their  titles, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  116)  granting  a  pension 
to  Nancy  Ann  Spurgeon,  widow  of  Josiah 
Spurgeon,  of  Lewis  county,  Missouri  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  712)  granting  a  pension 
to  William  H.  Bridges ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1066)  granting  a  pension 
to  Martha  A.  Jones ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1066)  grantinga  pension 
to  Mary  Wade,  mother  of  Jennie  Wade ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1067)  granting  a  pension 
to  Ann  8.  Barker,  widow  of  Thomas  Barker. 

POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of  le^ 
and  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  SuMNEB,  to  add  certain  sections,  known  aa 
the  supplementary  civil  rights  bilL 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Cabpbvteb]  de- 
sires to  address  the  Senate  to-day  on  another 
question.  I  would  ask,  therefore,  that  this  bill 
be  passed  over  informally  for  that  pvipoee ; 
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boi  before  that  is  done,  I  detire  to  sar  that  I 
have  considered  the  saggestions  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  FBEUNOHursEirl 
made  last  evening  bj  way  of  amendment,  and 
have  sabstantially  adopted  them.  I  now  send 
to  the  Chair  myamenament  as  amended,  with 
also  some  slight  verbal  changes  that  I  have 
made  in  it,  and  I  ask  to  have  it  printed  in  this 
form. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  regarded  as  modified,  and  in  the  modi- 
fied shape  take  the  place  of  the  previous  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  8UMNEB.  Certainly;  the  whole  being, 
as  I  understand  it,  still  in  my  hands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is.  The  Sen- 
ator has  a  ri^ht  to  modify  his  amendment,  and 
does  modify  it.  It  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed 
if  there  be  no  objection.  It  is  bo  ordered.  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  now  yields  to  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  who  asks  that  the 
pending  business  be  informally  passed  over 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  resolution 
offered  by  himself;  and  the  Chair  will  again 
state,  as  he  did  a  few  days  since,  that  the  un- 
finished business  must  be  called  up  by  some 
Senator  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate 
to-day  or  prior  to  its  going  into  executive  ses- 
sion, as  whatever  the  Senate  adjourns  upon 
will  be  the  unfinished  business.  There  appears 
to'be  no  objection;  and  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  be  taken  up. 

POWSB  0?  APPOINTHBNT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  te  consider  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Carpch- 
TKB  on  the  lOth  instant: 

Whtt-eM  the  Oonstitation  of  tiie  United  States 
requiret  the  President  to  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  appoint,  all 
officen  of  the  United  States  whose  appointments  are 
not  in  said  Constitution  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
which  shall  be  established  by  law.  subject  to  the 
power  of  Congress  by  law  to  vest  the  appointment 
of  snoh  inferior  officers  as  they  may  think  proper  in 
the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  Departments:  Therefore, 

Rfolvtdt  That  any  law  or  regulation  which  is 
designed  to  relieve  the  President,  and  in  the  eases 

Krtaining  to  them  the  courts  or  law  or  heads  of 
apartments,  of  the  full  resjK>Bsibi1ity  of  such 
nominations  or  apipointments,  is  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  announced  by  at  least  one  Washington 
correspondent  that  I  am  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate in  opposition  to  what  is  cunningly  styled 
"civil  service  reform}"  and  that  I  am  to 
attack  it  not  by  reason,  but  by  ridicule.  I 
expect  to  be  abused  from  one  end  of  the 
Union  to  the  other  for  asserting,  or  even 
suggesting,  that  the  press  do  not  understand  a 
man's  intentions  better  than  he  understands 
them  himself.  Nevertheless,  sir,  I  assure  the 
Senate  that  if  I  were  complete  master  of  those 
weapons  6f  discussion  known  as  irony  and  sar- 
casm, this  is  not  an  occasion  upon  which  I 
should  employ  them. 

I  am  an  humble  yet  faithful  member  of  the 
Republican  party.  I  am  a  sincere  supnorter  of 
the  present  Administration.  I  am  a  loyal  and 
ardent  friend  of  General  Grant ;  so  ardent  and 
loyal  that,  if  need  be,  I  would  even  forfeit  his 
friendship  to  warn  him  against  a  fatal  or  even 
dangerous  or  mistaken  step.  I  deeply  regret 
the  recent  message  sent  by  the  President  to 
Congress,  adopting  the  rules  recommended  by 
the  '* civil  service"  board.  It  pledges  the 
President  to  a  line  of  official  conduct  which 
in  my  belief  is  altogether  unconstitutional;  a 
line  of  conduct  which,  if  not  nnoonstitutiona], 
will,  if  adhered  to,  prove  most  pernicious  in 
resnlts^  And  while  I  feel  bound  by  every  con- 
sideration to  enter  my  protest  and  raise  a  warn- 
ing voice,  I  feel  no  inclination  to  heap  ridicule 
.  upon  this  measure,  or  to  treat  it  or  its  authors 
otherwise  than  with  entire  respect.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  the  clamor  raised  upon  this 
subject  has  affected  the  public  mind,  and  I 
both  appreciate  and  honor  the  motives  of  the 
President  in  attempting  to  execute  what  just 
at  present  seems  to  be  the  popular  wish.  In 
his  inangnral  he  said  that  the  surest  way  to 


procure  tlM  repeal  of  an  objectionable  law  was 
to  execute  it  faithfnlly.  tie  may  have  con- 
cluded that  the  surest  way  to  cure  the  people 
of  all  desire  to  embrace  the  modem  theories 
in  regard  to  civil  service  was  to  pnt  those  die- 
oriea  into  execution  until  the  people  should 
cry,  "  Enough  1" 

Still,  I  feel  that  the  President  has  vielded 
too  easily,  and  that,  in  his  desire  to  obey  the 
popular  vaiee,  ha  has  surrendered  principles 
which  the  people,  when  they  eome  to  reflect 
upon  the  subject,  will  determine  ought  to  be 
maintained.  It  has  been  charged  by  the  press 
that  General  Grant  is  employing  the  patron- 
age of  the  Government  to  secure  his  reflection. 
If  in  this  matter  he  thought  at  all  of  himself, 
he  undoubtedly  thought  he  could  allow  them 
many  advantages  and  still  defeat  his  enemies. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  this ;  but  General  Grant  is 
at  present  holding  in  trust  a  ereat  govern- 
mental office,  which  most  hereatter  be  occu- 
pied by  men  who  will  not  possess  the  personal 
popularity  he  enjoys,  and  therefore  will  not 
oe  as  able*  as  he  is  to  breast  a  temporary 
storm  in  order  to  vindicate  a  great  principle. 

The  sudden  impulses  of  a  democracy  are 
often  wron^  ^^  The  sober  second  thought  of 
the  people  is  always  right."  But  it  often  hap- 
pens that  a  public  man  is  compelled  to  act  m 
sudden  emersenciefr-^ct  while  some  popular 
delusion  is  ruling  the  hour  {  and  it  may  some 
time  happen  that  he  may  find  his  head  in  the 
basket  before  the  sober  second  thought,  the 
oalm  deliberate  judgment  of  the  people,  can 
be  obtained. 

'  *"  Self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature. '  * 
And  a  Senator,  if  he  may  not  be  excused,  is 
at  least  entitled  to  whatever  of  palliation  may 
result  from  this  law,  when  he  yields  to  a  tem- 
porary ftrenzy  of  popular  sentiment  against  the 
convictions  of  his  own  judgment  and  the  voice 
of  his  conscience.  He  may  seek  shelter  in  the 
theory  that  the  people  are  sovereign,  the  rep- 
resentative but  a  servant,  and  it  may  seem  to 
follow  that  the  people  cannot  oomplain  that  a 
Senator  has  executed  their  will,  no  matter 
how  disastrous  the  results  may  be.  To  a  Sen- 
ator ambitious  of  relSlection  it  must  always  be 
a  temptation  to  yield  to  the  latest  and  loudest 
popular  orv ;  a  temptation  which  may,  indeed, 
DC  resisted  and  overcome  by  that  steadfiftst 
virtue  which  sustains  the  martyr  amid  crack- 
ling fagots  ;  the  virtue  which,  I  trust,  will  always 
be  found  in  this  conservative  body  of  the 
Republic. 

But,  as  I  am  probably  the  only  Senator  who 
could  not  be  reelected  if  he  desired  to  be, 
there  seems  to  be  a  special  obligation  resting 
upon  me  to  act  independenUy  during  the  brief 
term  I  have  to  serve  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  my 
right  [Mr.  Sumner]  has  proposed  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
disfranchising  any  citizen  who  shfill  have 
served  one  constitutional  term  as  President. 
The  fourteenth  amendment  disfranchises  Jef- 
ferson Davis ;  but  provides  that  Conj^ress,  by 
a  two- thirds  vote,  may  relieve  him  irom  dis- 
ability. The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  pro- 
poses to  disfranchise  General  Grant  without 
providing  that  Congress  may  even  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  restore  liim  to  eligibility.  When 
that  resolution  shall  come  up  again  lot  consid- 
eration, I  understand  that  a  &nator  intends 
to  move  an  amendment  to  it,  providing — 

That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
either  Honse  of  Confress  who  shall  have  served  one 
constitutional  term  therein. 

And— 

That  no  person  shall  hold  or  exereise  any  ofl&oe 
of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  nader  the  United  States,  or 
any  State,  who  shall  have  held  any  saoh  o£Sce  or 
offiees  for  six  years  in  all ;  but  that  every  oitisen  who 
shall  have  served  as  aforesaid  shall  be  forever  there- 
after distrusted  and  disftmnehised. 

Thus  visiting  upon  every  person  who  shall 
have  so  offended  the  extreme  penalty  imposed 
by  the  fourteenth  amendment  upon  the  most 

Siilty  of  the  traitors  who  sought  to  overthrow 
e  Government  in  the  late  rebellion.    And  I 


expect  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, if  he  is  convinced  that  one  term  of 
public  service  is  sufficient  to  undermine  the 
mtegrity  of  any  man,  as  is  inferable  from  his 
proposed  amendment,  will  not  only  accept  this 
amendment,  but  will  take  his  hat  and  leave  the 
Chamber  without  even  requiring  a  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

I  expect  this  because  I  know  that  Sen- 
ator is  too  devoted  to  principle  to  violate  it  in 
his  own  person,  and  if  it  be  an  evil  for  any 
public  servant  to  serve  for  more  than  one 
term,  I  know  he  will  redress  the  wrong  so  for 
as  himself  is  concerned.  It  will  indeed  be  a 
calamity  for  the  Senate  to  lose  the  benefit  of 
his  experience  and  wisdom ;  but  this  is  an  era 
of  principles,  and  practical  inconveniences  are 
not  to  be  weighed  for  a  moment  against  the 
sublimity  of  a  dogma. 

All  hail,  oae«term  principle. 
Farewell.  Senator  from  Massachusetts  1 

I  am  anticipating  a  sorrowful  parting,  the 
grief  of  which  will  only  be  softened  and  re- 
lieved by  whatever  consolation  may  result  from 
the  reflection  that  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts has  laid  down  his  official  life  to  illustrate 
his  political  principles. 

Mr.  President,  in  politics '  *  words  are  things. ' ' 
''Civil  service  reform* '  is  a  cunning  catchword. 
Whoever  is  not  in  favor  of  reform  must  be  in 
favor  of  abuses.  This  is  the  rapid  logic  by 
which  some  men  hope  to  conceal  their  real 
purposes  and  commit  us  to  ideas  and  theories 
which  belong  to  monarchical  governments. 
But  change  is  not  necessarily  reform ;  and 
there  is  a  wisdom  fortified  by  the  instincts  of 
nature,  teaching  us  that  ''it  is  better  to  bear 
the  ills  we  have,  than  fly  to  others  that  we 
know  not  of." 

The  Government  is  necessarily  of  delicate 
and  complicated  mechanism;  and  the  com- 
monest prudence  dictates  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  in  a  system  which,  as  a  whole, 
has  answered  well  its  ends  without  at  least  a 
very  strong  probability  of  improvement  and 
benefit. 

The  great  principle  upon  which  our  Govern- 
ment rests,  the  philosophy  which  supports  all 
free  institutions,  is  that  the  powers  of  sov- 
ereignty should  be  so  distributed  among  differ- 
ent officers  and  bodies  that  each  department 
shall  operate  as  a  check  upon  the  others,  and 
the  concurrence  of  all  be  indispensable  to  the 
Government's  proceeding  at  alL 

The  scheme  which  our  fiithers  devised  was 
a  distribution  of  these  powers  among  three 
great  departments,  legislative,  judicial,  and 
executive ;  three  great,  independent,  codr- 
dinate  departments.  When  this  had  been 
agreed  upon,  the  practical  question  to  be 
settled  was,  What  proportion  of  sovereign 
powers  should  be  conferred  upon  each  so  as 
to  secure  the  power  of  each  to  vindicate  its 
proper  authority  against  the  encroachments 
of  the  others ;  and  this  was  felt  and  found  to 
be  a  most  delicate  and  difficult  problem-  No 
frame  of  free  government  on  a  larse  scale  was 
before  them  for  a  model,  and  guided  only  by 
eeneral  principles,  they  were  compellea  to 
aevise  new  instrumentalities. 

Our  fathers  were  Englishmen ;  the  history 
of  England  was  specially  familiar  to  them. 
All  the  liberties  of  Englishmen  had  been 
wrested  by  Parliament,  supported  by  the  peo- 
ple, from  the  kings  of  England.  Executive 
power  was  the  object  of  their  keenest  suspicion 
and  distrust.  In  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence all  the  wrongs  complained  of  were 
charged  upon  the  king  of  England.  That 
celebrated  document  contains  twenty-six  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  Mrainst  the  king ;  none 
whatever  against  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain.  When  it  was  found  necessary  to 
complain  of  the  laws  by  which  the  colonies 
bad  been  plundered  and  oppressed,  it  was 
said: 

"He [the  kinc] has  combined  with  others  to  sub- 
ject us  to  a  jansdietion  foreign  to  oar  constitntion, 
and  unacknowledged  by  onr  laws;  siriof  his  assent 
to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislfllion,"  &o. 
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ooDcluding,  in  relation  to  the  laws  which  had 
been  passed,  as  well  as  the  acts  of  the  king 
himself— 

*'A  prince  whose  oharaeteris  thas marked  by  evenr 
set  which  can  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  niler 
of  a  free  people." 

The  British  theory  is  that  "  the  kine  can  do 
no  wrong."  The  theory  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  is  that  the  king  is  answerable 
for  all  wrones  committed  bjr  the  Oovemment. 
In  this  mood,  and  entertaining  these  views,  it 
was  to  be  expected  that  oar  lathers,  in  fram- 
ing a  Oovernment  for  themselves «  would  take 
care  to  keejp  executive  power  well  under  con- 
trol ;  and  the  fact  corresponds  with  this  ex- 
pectation. Of  the  three  departments  of  our 
Government  the  executive  is  by  far  the 
weakest. 

The  great  predominant  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeut  is,  as  it  should  oe,  the  legislative 
department.  It  possesses  not  only  all  the 
powers  which  are  legislative  in  character,  but 
the  Senate  participates  with  the  President  in 
exercising  the  executive  power  of  making  trea- 
ties, and  appointing  ana  removing  all  otficers 
of  the  Government,  except  those  whose  ap- 
pointment may  be  conferred  by  Congress  upon 
the  courts  of  law  and  heads  of  Departments. 

Congress,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  President, 
possesses  the  kingly  prerogative  of  declarioff 
war  and  concluding  peace,  coining  money,  and 
many  other  powers  executive  in  character,  and 
which  are  the  prerogatives  of  the  king  under 
the  English  constitution.  And  over  and  above 
all,  more  important  and  comprehensive  than 
all.  Con|;ress  may  **make  all  laws  which  shall 
be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution" ''all  powers  vested  by  the  Constitn- 
tion  "  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  ''in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 

The  judicial  department  possesses  the  power, 
unknown  in  former  Governments,  to  aeclare 
a  legislative  act  void  for  incompatibility  with 
the  Constitution.  And  by  the  separation  of 
the  judges  from  the  contamination  of  politics, 
and  in  consequence  of  their  high  character 
and  great  influence,  their  life  tenure,  and  from 
the  habitual  reverence  of  our  people  for  the 
judgments  of  our  judicial  courts,  the  power  of 
that  department  is  sufficiently  assurea. 

The  President— 

1.  Is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy ; 

2.  He  may  receive  embassadors  and  other 
foreign  ministers,  but  cannot  conclude  treaties 
with  them  ; 

8.  Ue  has  the  pardoning  power ; 

4.  He  has  a  qualified  veto  power; 

6.  He  has,  concurrently  with  the  Senate, 
the  appointing  power ;  and 

6.  He  must  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed. 

These  are  the  only  important  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the4^resident.  And  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  that  in  a  contest  with  Congress  the 
President  is  next  to  powerless. 

1.  Tbe  command  of  the  Army  and  Navv 
amounts  to  nothing,  for  Congress  may  abolish 
and  disband  both  in  an  hour. 

2.  Receiving  embassadors  and  other  for- 
eign ministers,  with  whom  he  cannot  conclude 
treaties,  is  mere  ceremony. 

8.  The  pardoning  power  touches  only  crim- 
inals and  their  relatives. 

4.  Tbe  qualified  veto  power  may  always  be 
overcome  by  Congress;  and  during  the  last 
ten  years  has  been  overcome  in  almost  every 
instAnce. 

6.  In  executing  the  laws  the  President  is 
the  mere  agent  of  Congress,  who  make  the 
laws. 

So  that  tbe  appointing  power,  the  patronage 
of  the  Government,  as  il  is  called,  is  the  only 
power  of  tlie  presidential  office  which  con- 
nects tbe  Presiaent  wiih  tbe  people :  the  only 
staflf  he  has  to  lean  upon  when  assailed  by  tbe 
encroachments  of  tbe  legislative  department. 
Take  this  away,  and  the  President  is  onl^  the 
high  constable  of  the  Republic,  and  practically 


as  powerless  as  the  constable  of  a  ward  in 
Milwaukee. 

And  yet,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  in 
framing  the  Constitution  it  was  conceded  on 
all  hands  to  be  indispensable  that  the  execu- 
tive department  should  be  clothed  with  such 
powers  as  would  enable  it  to  withstand  any 
attempted  encroachment  by  the  legislative  de- 
partment And  it  is  apparent  that  the  only 
important  power  vested  in  the  executive  de- 
partment is  that  which  relates  to  the  patronage 
of  the  Government. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  Presi- 
dent— 

'*  Shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  tbe  Senate  shall  appoint,  embassadors, 
other  pablio  ministers,  and  consuls,  judges  nf  tbe 
Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law. 
But  tbe  Congress  may  by  law  vest  Uie  appointment 
of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the 
President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
of  Departments." 

Congress,  by  the  act  regulating  the  tenure 
of  civu  office,  has  already  made  ait  impossi- 
ble for  the  President  to  remove  any  officer 
appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  without  first  obtaining  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  such  removal.  And  Con- 
gress may  to-morrow  repeal  all  laws  which 
vest  powers  of  appointment  in  the  President 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
Departments,  and  thus  bring  every  officer  of 
the  Government,  from  the  highest  to  the  low- 
est, within  the  operation  of  the  civil  office 
tenure  act.  I  believe  that  act  to  be  consti- 
tutional; but  it  must  be  confessed  that  it 
exhausts  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
upon  this  subject,  and  touches  the  extreme 
verge  of  propriety,  and  in  the  opinion  of  many 
good  men  far  transoends  the  limits  of  both. 
This  is  the  power,  limited  and  regulated  by 
Constitution  and  laws,  which  it  is  proposed 
further  to  regulate  and  hamper  by  what  is 
styled  ** civil  service  reform.'* 

I  am  aware  that  during  the  administration 
of  General  Jackson  some  of  our  ablest  states- 
men expressed  the  fear  that  this  power  would 
give  an  undue  preponderance  to  the  execu- 
tive department ;  but  the  experience  of  our 
time  has  dispelled  those  fears.  During  the  late 
war,  when  tne  Government  was  compelled  to 
maintain  an  army  and  navv  of  gigantic  dimen- 
sions, the  patronage  of  the  Government  in 
appointing  officers  and  making  contracts  was 
swollen  to  its  utmost  limit,  and  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Government  induced  our  people  to 
acquiesce  in  the  exercise  by  the  executive 
department  of  many  powers  unheard  of  be- 
fore, and  which  the  people  would  never  sub- 
mit to  in  times  of  peace.  And  yet  so  far  from 
the  President  having  by  these  circumstances 
acquired  prestige  and  powers  which  rendered 
him  dangerous  to  the  people,  or  threatened 
the  independenee  of  the  other  departments 
of  the*  Government,  the  world,  wifhin  three 
years  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  saw  the 
President  arraigned  as  a  culprit  at  the  bar  of 
the  Senate. 

But  let  us  return  to  examine,  a  little  more 
in  detail,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  appoint- 
ing power,  as  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 
President  The  sole  power  of  nomination  is 
vested  in  him.  The  Senate  may,  indeed,  say 
that  the  nominee  shall  not  be  appointed,  but 
cannot  propose  a  candidate  of  its  own  selec- 
tion, or  in  any  way  limit  tbe  field  from  which 
the  President  is  to  nominate.  The  Constitu- 
tion imposes  upon  the  President  the  responsi- 
bility, and  confers  upon  him  the  influence  and 
strength  which  result  from  the  power  to  nom- 
inate. And  any  act  of  Congress  or  regulation 
of  the  executive  department  which  has  the 
practical  effect  to  shelter  the  President  from 
this  responsibility  or  deprive  him  of  this  power 
is  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

Tbe  Constitution  was  intended  to  secure 
results,  and  any  law  or  r^ulation  which,  in 
its  practical  operation,  defeats  any  end  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution  is  unconstitn- 


UonaL  If  authorities  be  needed  to  suppen 
so  plain  a  proposition,  they  ma^  be  found  ia 
the  reasoning  aod  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  cases  of 
Green  t>$.  Biddle,  (8  Wheaton,  1 :)  Bronson  ot. 
Kinsie,  (1  How.,  811;)  McCracken  ot.  Hay- 
ward,  (2  How.,  608;)  the  passenger  case*,  (7 
How.,  288.) 

In  the  light  of  these  general  principles,  and 
of  the  constitutional  provisions  before  quoted, 
I  come  to  consider  tnis  proposed  scheme  of 
civil  service  reform. 

Congress  by  the  act  of  March  8,  1871,  enti- 
tled *' An  act  making  appropriation  for  sundry 
civil  expenses  of  the  Government,*'  ^bc,  pro- 
vided as  follows : 

**  Tbat  the  Pretident  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  prescribe  each  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons  into  tbe 
civil  service  of  tbe  United  States  as  will  best  pro> 
mote  the  eflBcienoy  thereof,  and  ascertain  the  itaess 
of  each  candidate  in  respect  to  age,  health,  eharae- 
ter,  knowledge,  and  ability  for  the  branch  of  lerriee 
into  which  he  seeks  to  enter ;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
President  is  antborited  to  employ  suitable  pereoM 
to  oonduot  said  inquiries,  to  prescribe  their  datiea 
and  to  establish  regulations  for  the  conduct  ef 
persons  who  mi^  receive  appointments  in  the  dvU 
service. " 

This  provision  was  ingraded  npon  an  appro- 
priation bill  in  one  of  the  last  nights  of  a  pro- 
tracted session.  Repeated  efforts  had  been 
made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  make 
some  provision  upon  this  subject,  but  had 
received  no  favor  in  the  House.  And  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  had  the  proposition  been  pre- 
sented by  a  separate  bill  it  would  not  luive 
received  the  support  of  twenty  members  of 
either  House.  And  nothing  can  more  em- 
phatically illustrate  the  vice  of  includinff  gen 
eral  legislation  in  an  appropriation  bill  than 
this  provision.  By  a  legislative  wisdom  tbat 
is  '* inscrutable  and  past  finding  out"  appro- 
priation bills  are  generally  reserved  for  the  last 
night  of  a  session,  and  then  are  not  unfre- 
quently  loaded  down  by  preposterous  provis- 
ions, which  only  obtain  the  assent  of  the 
Houses  for  the  reason  that  appropriation  bills 
must  pass  or  the  Government  must  stand  still. 
Under  this  provision  the  President  appointed 
a  board  consisting  of  seven  persons,  who,  after 
due  deliberation,  have  recommended  to  the 
President  the  following :  • 

**1.  No  person  shall  beadmittedtcanypositioiiia 
thecivil  service  within  the  appointment  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent or  the  heads  of  Departments  who  is  not  a  citi> 
sen  of  the  United  States ;  who  shall  not  have  fur- 
nished satisfactory  evidence  in  regard  to  charactM', 
health,  and  age;  and  who  shall  not  have  passed  a 
satisfactory  examination  in  speaking,  reading,  and 
writing  the  Bnglish  language. 

*'2.  An  advisory  board  of  suitable  persons  to  be 
employed  by  the  President  under  the  ninth  section 
of  the  act  of  March  8, 1871,  entitled  *An  act  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Oov- 
emment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18^2.  and 
for  other  purposes,'  shall,  so  far  ss  praotioable,  gronp 
the  positions  in  each  branch  of  tbe  civil  eertice 
according  to  the  character  of  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed, and  shall  grade  each  group  from  lowest  to 
highest  for  the  purpose  of  promotion  within  the 
group.  Admission  to  the  civil  service  shall  alwajs 
be  to  the  lowest  grade  of  any  group;  and  to  suck 
positions  as  cannot  be  grouped  or  graded,  admission 
shall  be  determined  as  provided  for  the  loweet  grade. 

"3.  A  vacancy  occurring  in  the  lowest  grade  of 
any  group  of  offices  shall  be  filled,  aner  dae 
public  notice,  from  all  applicants  who  shall  pre- 
sent themselves,  and  who  shall  have  fumitilied  the 
evidence  and  (latisfied  the  preliminary  examination 
already  mentioned,  and  who  shall  have  passed  a 
public  competitive  examination  to  test  knowledge, 
ability,  and  special  qualifications  for  the  perfbna- 
ance  or  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  board  ooodnet- 
ing  such  competitive  examination  shall  prepare, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  advisory  board,  a  list 
of  the  names  of  tbe  applicants  in  the  order  of  their 
excellence,  as  proved  by  such  examination,  begin- 
ning with  the  highest ;  and  shall  then  certify  to  tks 
nominating  or  appointing  power,  as  the  oaee  may 
be,  the  names  standing  at  the  head  of  such  list,  not 
exceeding  three;  and  from  the  names  thus  certified 
tbe  appointment  shall  be  made. 

*'4.  A  vacancy  occurring  in  any  grade  of  a  group 
of  offices  above  the  lowest  shall  be  filled  by  a  eoiw- 
petitive  examination  of  applicants  from  the  other 
grades  of  that  group,  and  tbe  list  of  names  from 
which  the  appointment  is  to  be  made  shall  be  pre- 
pared and  certified  as  provided  in  the  preceding 
rule;  but  if  no  such  applicants  are  found  compe- 
tent, the  appointment  shall  be  made  upon  an  exam- 
ination of  all  applicants,  conducted  in  aonjrtianoe 
with  the  provisions  for  admission  to  the  lowest  grade. 

**  6.  Applicants  oertified  as  otherwise  aualifled  for 
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that  board  would  Tirtu.lly  be  the  appoiating  power, 
and  that  act  of  Congross  would  be  tbe  foaudDtioii 
of  its  natliority.  .That  Congress  cannot  give  luob 


aatiBflcdthat'lhoappoinlmentof  another  would  beat 
urve  tbe  pabliu  interests.    In  abort,  ihe  test  or  a 


power  aguioet  its  own  Judtmeiit  aod  will." 

In  a  tobgeqnent  portion  of  tbis  opioion  the 
Attorney  General  attempta  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion betwasn  tbe  appointine  power  vested  in 
tiie  President,  by  and  with  the  adrice  and  cnn- 
lent  of  the  Senate,  and  the  appointing  power 
which  may  by  law  be  vested  in  the  courts  of 
law  and  beads  of  Departmenta,  and  holds  that 
the  President  may  in  those  cases,  under  an 
act  of  CongresB,  ''restrict  appointments  to  a 
class  of  persona  whose  ijaalibcation  or  fitness 
shall  have  been  determined  by  an  exam^a- 
tion  instituted  independent  of  tbe  appointing 

This  distinctioD,  in  mj  opininn,  cannot  be 
maintained.  The  Constitution  provides  that 
the  appointment  of  all  officers  shall  be  made 
upon  the  nomination  of  the  President,  by  and 
with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ; 
but  provides  Ibat  Congress  may  by  law  vest 
tlw  appointment  of  certain  officers  in  tha  Pres- 


ident alone,  in  the  conrts  of  law,  or  heads  of 
Departments.  All  that  Coniiress  can  do  under 
this  clanse  of  tbe  Constitution  is  to  transfer 
the  sppoioiing  power  from  the  President  and 
Seoate  to  the  President  alone,  the  conris  of 
law,  or  heads  of  DeparUnenla.  But  when  the 
nppoinliiig  power  has  been  thus  changed  and 
vested,  it  is  as  absolute  in  the  new  depositary 
as  it  was  in  ibe  old;  and  Congress,  by  pre- 
scribing gnaliGcBiioDs  for  tbe  office,  can  no 
more  restrict  the  sppoinlJag  power  In  the  latter 
case  than  in  the  former. 

Congress  may,  indeed,  preMribe  reasonable 
qualifications,  but  the  appointing  power  mast 
be  left  free  to  select  from  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  those  who  possess  the  prescribed 
qualifications,  and  to  enact  or  prsBcribe  that 
Uie  appointing  power  shall  only  select  one  out 
of  three  persons  who  have  been  determined 
in  a  certain  way  or  by  a  certain  body  to  poa- 
sesB  these  qualiBcations,  to  the  excksion  of  a 
million  citizens  who  possess  tbem  in  an  equal 
degree,  is  an  unconstitutional  reairiclion  of 
the  power  of  appointment.  What  Congress 
may  do  indirectly,  and  throngh  the  agency  of 
a  board  constituted  under  its  authority,  it  may 
do  directly  by  tbe  passage  of  a  law.  If  Con- 
gress may  provide  that  the  appointing  power 
shall  be  restricted  to  three  persons,  to  be 
selected  in  any  manner  by  any  board,  it  may 
equally  name  thrpe  persons  from  whoni  th» 
choice  shall  be  made;  for  in  one  case,  as 
much  as  in  the  other,  the  appointing  power  is 
forbidden  10  seleet  persons  possessing  legal 
qualifications  from  the  whole  body  of  the 

An  act  of  Congress  which  shoald  provide 
that  tbe  President  should  apuoint  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  Yorli  Itom  among  three 
persons  named  in  the  act  would  be  glaringly 
unconstitational.  Such  an  act  wonld  find  no 
defender  ia  this  Chamber.  If  such  an  act 
woald  be  unconstitutional,  an  act  would  be 
equally  so  which  should  provide  that  a  com- 
mission shoald  be  appointed  who  might  select 
three  names  out  of  which  tbe  President  should 
appoint  a  collector  for  the  port  of  New  Yorli, 
Tbe  only  principle  which  can  be  vindicated  is 
tbis:  that  while  Congress  may  prescribe  quali- 
ficBlions  for  an  office,  Congress  cannot,  upon 
tbe  pretense  of  nrescribing  qoslifi cations,  aes- 
ignaie,  orproviae  for  tbe  designation  of,  three 
persons  from  among  whom  a  certain  appoint- 
ment shall  be  made.  An  act  of  Congress 
which  should  provide  that  no  man  should  be 
appointed  to  any  civil  oflice  who  should  not 
be  recommended  to  bim  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  Senate,  or  by  a  vote  of  the 
whole  Senate,  would  find  no  one  to  assert  its 
constitutionality. 

It  would  be  no  better  if  the  act  provided 
that  tbe  Senatesbould  select  three  oamesfrom 
which  the  appointment  should  be  made.  Such 
an  act  wouid,  on  all  bands,  be  admitted  to 
practically  transfer  the  nominating  power  from 
the  President  to  tbe  Senate.  Nor  is  it  less 
liable  to  objection  that  Ibis  power  is  vested  in 
a  board  of  ten  men,  to  be  appointed  under 
antbority  of  Ccvg^ss,  dependent  for  iis  eiist- 
ence  and  compensation  upon  tbe  will  of  Con- 
gress; because,  in  either  case,  tbe  power  of 
the  President  to  select  fcom  the  whole  body 
of  iJie  people  any  person  possessing  the  pre- 
scribed qualifications  would  be  taken  from 
the  President.  In  the  instance  supposed — the 
collectorship  of  New  York — after  advertise- 
ment made  for  candidates,  suppose  forty  to 
apply  and  submit  to  exasiination,  and  that  all 
present  satisfactory  evidence  of  citltensblp, 
ege,  health,  and  character,  and  that  all  can 
read  and  write  the  English  language;  then, 
of  course,  all  go  upon  an  equal  footing  before 
the  examining  board.     Now,  if  a  competiti 


it  all,  : 


must  follow  that  the  three  persons  who  shall 
correctly  answer  most  questions  must  be  cer- 
tified, and  one  of  tbe  three  must  be  appointed. 
And  now  suppose  tbe  President  to  know  that 
neither  of  the  three  persons  certified,  and  that 


nei^er  of  the  forty  persons  applying,  is  St  to 
be  appointed  ;  and  that  be  knows  a  thauaand 
persons  in  the  city  of  New  York  who  woold 
not  apply  for  the  office,  nor  submit  to  the  ptwb- 
able  bamiliation  of  being  lejected  in  an  exam- 
ination in  which  ttieir  campetitors  were  school- 
boys, by  a  board  no  one  of  which  was  as  com- 
petent as  tbemselvea  to  discharge  the  duiiea 
of  thia  office,  yet  who  woald  accept  tbe  *p- 

S ointment  if  cBered  to  them  ;  stil!  the  Pmi- 
ent  is  compelled  to  select  from  the  three  per- 
sons known  to  be  unfit,  to  tha  exclusion  of  tha 
thousand  persons  known  to  him  ts  befitted  for 
tha  office.  In  such  a  case  no  man  can  maintsiia 
that  tbe  President  is  free  to  perform  or  caa 
perform  tbe  duty  imposed  upon  him  hy  tho 


1  am  aware  it  may  be  said  that  the  President 
in  a  particular  case  may  disregard  the  recom- 
mendation of  tbe  board  and  appoint  ihe  proper 
peraou.  Of  course  he  may.  Bat  then  what 
becomes  of  civil  service  reform  ?  If  he  may 
do  it  in  one  case,  be  Dtay  do  it  in  aU.  An<^ 
moreover,  the  President,  in  this  message,  has 
pledgedhis  honor  not  to  exercise  bis  judgment, 
bat,  in  such  a  case  as  I  have  supposed,  that 
be  will  appoint  one  of  tbe  least  objectionable 
of  tbe  three  persons,  all  of  whom  he  knows  to 
be  unfit  for  the  office. 

Tbe  case  supposed  ia  not  an  improbable 
one.  Let  the  President  advertise  for  candi- 
for    the  collectorship   of   New   York. 


George  Updyke,  and  men  of  that  claas.  would 
make  application,  and  come  to  Washington  to 
be  examined  in  a  class  of  tea  or  ten  thousand, 
as  tbe  case  might  be  ?  No,  sir ;  they  would 
laugh  at  Buuh  a  proposition.  The  applicknts 
in  Bach  case  woald  be  adventarers,  men  of  no 
condition  and  no  importance.  And  yet  from 
this  "  scum  of  a  long  peace  "  tha  eiaminiag 
board  must  select  three,  and  of  tbe  three  the 
President  must  select  nne. 

Tbe  principle  I  contend  for  is  rirtaally  tA- 
mitted  in  tbe  report  itself  Speaking  of  the 
inSueoce  of  Senators  over  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate  in  confirming  appointments,  the  report 

"  The  Senate  will,  indeed,  naturally  and  nroiwrly 
inform  Itself  in  regard  to  partioulnr  candidala  by 
Ibeknowledge  of  Senators  who  may  be  eappoaad  lo 
know  eomelhiog  of  them.  Bat  when  it  ■ovenia  iu 
own  aotioa  merely  by  tbe  will  of  soeh  BenUara  it 


It  is  thus  admiUed  that  odb  of  the  fuoda- 
menlal  safeguards  of  the  Constitution  wonid 
be  destroyed  by  disturbing  the  equilibriam  of 
the  appointiag  power  as  between  the  Presi-' 
dent  and  Senate,  in  whom  it  is  vested  by  the 
Constitation.  But  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
occurred  to  the  author  of  this  report  that  to 
transfer  it  altogether  from  both  President  and 
Senate  toa  boud  unknown  to  the  Constitutioa 
could  be  subject  to  tbe  slightest  couatitutional 
object  on. 

The  scheme  proposed  may  be  "  civil  service 
reform."  It  may,  I  think  will,  defeat  any 
party  that  adopts  it.  It  may,  I  think  will, 
arouse  the  indignation  and  move  the  contempt 
and  derision  of  tha  people.  It  may  be  any- 
thing you  choose  to  style  it,  except  a  con- 
stitutional method  of  appointment.  Tbis  it 
clearly  is  not.  And  at  tbe  tlireshold  of  this 
absord  experiment  I  enter  my  constilutional 
protest. 

IL  But  if  the  ooosiitntionalityof  the«eralea 
and  regulations  could  be  maintained,  still  I 
believe  that  their  results  would  be  pernicious, 
and  that  they  rest  upon  aphiloeophy  altogether 
a  nti -republican. 

I  shall  examine  these  rules  and  regulations 
less  in  detail  than  I  otherwise  should,  from 
what  I  understand,  from  unofficial  sources,  to 
be  ibefact,  that  all  proceedings  under  tbis  new 
system  have  been,  and  are  to  remain  sos- 
pended  until  the  board  shall  devise  a  new  sys- 
tem of  rules  and  regulalioos,  it  being  obriona 
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answer  for  yoarseWes,  and  yoar  support  of  a 
system  based  upon  sach  pretepded  facts  the 
people  will  be  authorized  to  regard  as  a  cog- 
novii  OD  your  part  For  myselfy  I  repel  the 
charge,  and  brand  it  as  a  calumny.  And  I 
understand  from  the  lips  of  one  who  ought  to 
know,  that  but  two  persons  during  the  present 
Administration  have  demanded,  in  terms  which 
could  be  called  insolent  or  e?en  disrespectful, 
the  appointment  of  any  person  to  office ;  that 
in  those  cases  the  persons  makiue  such  de- 
mand stood  high  in  the  legislative  department 
of  the  OoTernment ;  that  they  were  demanding 
the  appointment  of  relatives ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent, knowing  the  unfitness  of  the  candidates, 
refused  to  appoint  either  of  them  ;  and  that 
both  those  men  are  to-day  head  lights,  cham- 
pions, apostles  of  ** civil  seryice  reform." 

The  piquant,  witty,  and  pious  Senator  from 
NebrasKa  on  my  right  [Mr.  Tipton]  resolved 
himself  the  other  day  into  a  class-meeting 
or  love-feast,  aud  confessed  that  when  he  was 
elected  Senator  he  turned  everybody  out  of 
office  to  put  his  friends  in,  aud  that  when  his 
colleague  was  elected  he  permitted  his  friends 
to  be  turned  out  to  make  room  for  the  friends 
of  his  colleague.  As  I  understood  his  speech, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  this  was  a  great  wrong, 
and  bis  conclusion  was  that  some  great  **  civil 
service  reform"  was  necessary  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  this  impropriety.  I  might  admit 
his  premise,  but  I  disseutfrom  his  conclusion. 
Iftnis  "turning  and  overturning"  was  agree- 
able to  the  people  of  Nebraska,  then  no  wrong 
has  been  done;  if  not,  the  remedy  is  with  the 
people  of  Nebraska. 

But  if  it  were  to  be  admitted  that  all  this 
oorruptiou  exists,  who  knows  that  the  proposed 
system  would  secure  better  results?  The 
theory  of  the  report  is  that  in  the  absence  of 
personal  knowledge  of  the  candidate,  the  Presi- 
dent is  compelled  to  rely  for  information  upon 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
and  that  this  has  hopelessly  corrupted  alt  par- 
ties concerned.  These  gentlemen,  members 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  number  over 
three  hundred.  The  House  is  changed  every 
two  years,  the  Senate  every  six  years.  If  the 
doctrine  of  this  report  shall  be  adopted  this 
board  of  seven  or  ten  men  will  be  perpetual ; 
they  will  hold  i heir  office  during  good  behavior. 

Now,  if  during  the  short  t(>rm  of  service  in 
Congress  the  whole  body  of  three  hundred 
men  are  certain  to  bo  corrupted  by  advising 
the  President  whom  to  appoint,  what  assur- 
ance have  we  that  the  integrity  of  these  ten 
men  may  not  be  undermined  in  the  course  of 
four  or  five  hundred  years?  Upon  general 
principles  it  might  be  supposed  that  ten  men, 
totally  independent  of  the  people,  might  be  as 
easily  corrupted  as  three  hundred  men,  two 
thirds  of  whom  have  to  face  their  constituents 
biennially,  and  the  other  third  every  six  years. 

I  do  not  question  the  integrity  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  board.  Curtis,  Cattell,  Medill, 
Walker,  Elliott,  Blackfan,  and  Cox;  good 
men  all,  undoubtedly.  But  will  any  one  main- 
tain that  either  of  them  has  more  virtue  tlian  the 
£  resent  President  of  the  United  States?  For 
[r.  Cattell,  the  only  member  of  the  board  well 
known  to  me  personally,  I  cherish  the  warmest 
friendship,  and  entertain  the  highest  respect 
But  upon  the  theory  of  the  report  which  he 
concurs  in  and  has  signed,  having  served  in 
the  Senate,  he  is  utterly  demoralized  and  cor- 
rupt, and  ought  not  to  serve  in  any  official 
capacity.  But,  seriously,  has  Mr.  Cattell  any 
more  integrity  on  a  board  than  in  the  Senate  ? 
Mr.  Medill,  of  Illinois,  is  the  only  other  mem- 
ber of  the  board  with  whom  I  have  any  ac- 
quaintance. I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
intelligence,  integrity,  and  honor.  But  can 
he,  in  these  respects,  claim  superiority  over 
the  Senators  from  that  State,  [Mr.  Trumbull 
and  Mr.  Logan?] 

But  again,  it  is  well  understood  that  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  a  State  are 
more  or  less  responsible  for  Federal  appoint- 
ments in  their  State.    And  if  the  Federal  ap- 


pointments in  any  State  are  not  satisfactory  to 
the  people,  the  people  can  and  wiU  deal  with 
members  and  Senators.  This  is  the  next  thing 
to  a  popular  election  of  Federal  officers  for  the 
State.  Before  the  war,  which  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  blind  upon  many  subjects,  I  would  have 
voted  for  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
making  postmasters,  district  attorneys,  mar- 
shals, and  other  local  officers  elective  by  the 
people  of  the  localities.  Now  I  would  not 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  a 
Government  not  merely  touching  the  people, 
but  presiding  over  States  sovereign  in  domestic 
affiiirs.  The  Government  of  the  u  nited  States 
is  a  band  encircling  aud  holding  together 
thirty-seven  such  States.  Its  powers  should 
correspond  to  its  situation.  How  long  would 
it  be  before  the  people  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  would  elect  a  loyal  postmaster?  How 
long  before  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
would  elect  a  loyal  district  attornev  ? 

This  report  dwells  much  upon  the  necessity 
of  proved  qualification  to  hold  office.  VVhat 
is  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  a  man^s  quali- 
fication to  discharge  tne  duties  of  a  particular 
office  ?  The  report  says  a  competitive  exam- 
ination. Take  the  case  of  the  collectorship 
of  New  York,  and  suppose  A.  T.  Stewart  to 
be  a  candidate,  opposed  by  a  graduate  fresh 
from  Yale.  Now,  I  ask  which  would  be  the 
most  satisfactory  proof  of  the  fitness  of  the 
candidates,  the  practical  results  achieved  by 
Stewart  in  a  long  life,  during  which,  in  the  open 
view  of  a  ereat  nation,  he  has  established  and 
successfully  conducted  the  most  stupendous 
importing  business  known  to  the  country,  or 
the  certificate  based  upon  a  three  hours'  exam- 
ination of  the  two  candidates,  in  which  the 
graduate  of  Yale  would  be  almost  certain  to 
have  the  better  of  him  ? 

I  know  the  report  attempts  to  resist  the  in- 
evitable conclusion  that  the  result  of  a  com- 
petitive examination  is  not  to  depend  upon 
pro6ciency  in  the  higher  branches  of  academ- 
ical learning.  But  let  us  see.  Suppose  adver- 
tisements made  for  candidates  for  the  New 
York  collectorship,  and  a  thousand  men  offer 
themselves  for  examination,  all  furnishing  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  citizenship,  age,  health, 
character,  and  ability  to  read  and  write  the 
English  language.  And  suppose  that  out  of 
this  thousand  one  hundred  exhibit  all  the  qual- 
ifications for  the  office  that  could  be  demanded. 
Out  of  this  hundred  the  board  must  select 
three,  and  if  the  examination  has  failed  to 
reduce  the  number  of  successful  candidates 
below  one  hundred,  then  the  board  must  either 
arbitrarily  select  three  men  (which  comes  back 
to  all  that  is  complained  of  in  the  present  sys- 
tem) or  they  must  effect  an  elimination  of  can- 
didates by  carrying  the  examination  beyond 
what  is^  necessary  to  demonstrate  fitness  into 
recondite  science  and  the  higher  branches  of  a 
collegiate  course.  This  is  substantially  admit- 
ted by  the  report,  which,  on  page  9,  says : 

**  Of  two  good  ftooountMiits,  the  one  who  has  the 
most  general  knowledgeiscertainly  preferablo;  and 
a  ooantry  which  declares  that,  where  technical  skill 
is  equal,  it  will  seiect  the  oaodidate  for  its  service 
who  is  the  better  educated,  is  a  couDtrv  whioh  di- 
rectly and  praetioally  encourages  Intelllgenoe  and 
morality." 

So,  sir,  it  comes  to  this  at  last,  that  if  the 
matter  be  contested,  the  dunce  who  has  been 
crammed  up  to  a  diploma  at  Yale,  and  comes 
fresh  from  his  cramming,  will  be  preferred  in 
all  civil  appointments  to  the  ablest,  most  suc- 
cessful, and  most  upright  business  man  of  the 
country,  who  either  did  not  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  early  education,  or  from  whose  mind,  long 
engrossed  in  practical  pursuits,  the  details  and . 
niceties  of  academic  knowledge  have  faded 
away  as  the  headlands  disappear  when  the 
mariner  bids  his  native  land  good  night 

Let  it  not  be  supposed,  sir,  that  I  am  under- 
valuing the  advants^es  of  education ;  I  am  not. 
Indeed,  sir,  those  who  have  struggled  through 
life,  lacking  the  advantages  of  educatiou,  are 
more  alive  to  its  importance  and  more  anxious 
to  bestow  it  upon  their  children  than  those 


who  enjoyed  in  early  life  such  advantages  to 
the  utmost.  I  belong  to  that  unfortunate  daas. 
I  know  no  more  of  chemistry  than  I  know  of 
the  pearly  gates  and  golden  streets  of  the  New 
Jerusalem.  And  I  never  expect  to ;  that  is,  I 
never  expect  to  know  anything  of  chemistnr. 
I  do  humbly  hope  some  time  to  see  the  pearly 
gates  and  golden  streets,  because  I  understand 
that  admission  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
does  not  depend  upon  the  result  of  a  compet- 
itive examination. 

Yet,  sir,  presenting  myself  as  an  applicant 
for  appointment  to  the  place  of  copyiog-derk 
in  the  Interior  Department,  before  an  exam- 
ining board,  having  a  ^^chemical  turn  of  mind,^' 
1  should  certainly  be  rejected.  Still,  sir,  I  write 
a  good  hand,  and  can  copy  papers  wiili  great 
rapidity  and  accuracy.  This,  sir.  ia  the  cose 
of  many  men  in  this  country.  Many,  despite 
a  defective  education,  have,  by  indomitable 
effort,  fought  their  way  against  feari'al  odds  to 
the  front  rank  in  business,  in  the  professions, 
and  to-day  adorn  the  bench  of  this  country. 
In  this  world  everything  is  arranged  upon  toe 
principle  of  compensation.  When  one  of  the 
senses  is  denied  to  a  man,  all  others  ore  quick- 
ened so  OS  to  mitigate  the  loss ;  and  it  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  a  man  who  is  restricted 
to  one  department  of  learning,  and  devotes  all 
his  energies  of  mind  and  bo<^  to  one  pursuit, 
for  instance,  a  lawyer  who  turns  his  back  npon 
every  other  department  of  knowledge,  often,  iu 
that  one  pursuit,  outstrips  a  competitor  who 
is  loaded  down  with  collateral  learning. 

Yet,  sir,  if  the  doctrine  of  this  report  is  to 
be  adopted  these  men  are  all  to*  bo  disfran- 
chised. Energy,  activity,  perseverance,  integ- 
rity, all  the  qualiUes  that  have  secured  th^r 
success  in  their  own  paths  of  life*  are  to  be 
put  aside  if  they  happen  to  lack  those  early 
advantages  which  only  the  sons  of  the  rich  con 
enjoy. 

I  know,  sir,  it  Is  said  that  in  this  country  any 
man  may  become  learned.  My  early  ambition 
was  stimulated  by  being  informed  that  Elihn 
Burritt  learned  all  the  languages  of  the  earth 
while  hammering  at  his  anvil.  I  know  not 
whether  this  be  true  or  false ;  but  I  do  know 
that  the  information  was  of  no  assistance  to 
Here  and  there  a  young  man  will  atart 
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from  the  deepest  obscurity  and  achieve  won 
ders  in  the  acquisition  of  learning.  But  for 
ever^  such  case  a  knowledge  of  the  world  wiU 
furnish  us  with  a  thousand  poor  boys,  thrown 
upon  the  world  as  orphans  at  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  aud  compelled  to  hold  outahelp- 
ing  hand  to  younger  sisters  and  brothers,  who 
have  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  acquire  an 
education,  but  who,  under  the  dire  necessities 
of  the  case,  have  been  spurred  and  driven  into 
successful  careers.  Such  men  may  be  dis- 
franch  ised  by  a  vote  of  this  body,  bat  never 
by  my  vote. 

There  are  special  reasons  at  this  time  why 
such  a  system  should  be  frowned  upon.  When 
our  recent  war  broke  out  patriotic  lathers  sent 
their  sons  to  the  field.  During  that  period  of 
awful  trial,  when  the  fate  of  the  nation  was 
trembling  in  the  balance,  and  our  gallant  youths 
were  breasting  the  storms  of  war,  the  sons  of 
less  patriotic  citizens  were  enjoying  the  advan- 
tages of  a  college  course.  And  now,  when  our 
maimed  soldiers  have  returned,  and  apply  for 
a  Federal  office,  the  duties  of  which  they  are 
perfectly  competent  to  discharge,  they  are  to 
be  rejected  to  give  place  to  tnose  who -were 
cramming  themselves  with  facts  and  principles 
from  the  books,  while  they  were  bleeding  for 
their  country,  because  they  do  not  know  the 
fluctuations  of  the  tide  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  how  near  the  moon  ever  approaches 
the  earth,  or  the  names  of  the  principal  rivers 
enaptyiog  into  the  Caspian  sea. 

Senators,  Republican  Senators,  give  your 
votes  and  influence  to  accomplish  this  injus- 
tice if  you  will,  but  do  not  expect  me  to  aid 
you. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  this  subject 
passes  from  the  consideration  of  the  Senate> 
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•8  the  Senator  from  Wisooosin  has  made  an 
elaborate  written  speech  upon  it,  I  think  it 

S roper  that  a  few  words  should  be  said  in  be 
alf  of  ciril  service  reform,  not  particularly 
of  the  rules  for  competitive  examination,  which 
the  Senator  has  informed  us  have  been  sus- 
pended by  an  order  of  the  President.  I  can- 
not conceive  why  my  friend  from  Wisconsin 
^ould  have  dwelt  at  such  length,  should  have 
occupied  himself  at  home  with  such  labor  and 
industry  in  preparing  a  speech^  the  greater 
portion  of  wnicn  has  i>een  directed  against  a 
Astern  of  rules  which,  he  tells  us,  he  is  in- 
formed unoflScially  has  been  suspended  until 
other  rules  shall  be  devised  and  adopted.  If 
that  be  so,  what,  then»  the  necessity  for  these 
remarks  in  opposition  to  a  system  which  is  not 
to  go  into  operation  after  all? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  1  know  my  friend  does 
not  wish  to  misrepresent  me.  I  did  not  say 
the  system  was  not  to  go  into  operation ;  but 
that  these  particular  rules  and  regulations 
needed  revision  in  order  to  carry  it  into  oper- 
ation. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator to  say  that  these  particular  rules  had  been 
suspended.  I  see,  therefore,  no  propriety  in 
the  Senator*8  effort  to  show  that  they  are  im- 
proper rules,  and  I  certainly  shall  not  take  up 
time  myself  in  order  to  show  that  they  are 
proper  rules  if  they  are  to  be  changed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  a  word? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  know  he  does  not 
wish  to  misrepresent  me.  I  do  not  under- 
stand Uiat  the  intention  of  pursuing  this  sys- 
tem has  been  abandoned  at  all,  but  that  it  has 
been  merely  ascertained  that  under  the  pres- 
ent rules  it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect.  In 
other  words,  the  Administration  has  simply 
let  go  to  take  a  better  hold  of  the  same  sub- 
jeetf  and  the  new  rules  and  regulations  which 
are  to  be  prescribed  are  to  be  so  cunninely 
executed  as  to  carry  out  the  doctrines  of  this 
report  This  report  contains  the  theory  of 
that  board,  and  what  ihe^  are  now  ^oiog  to  do 
is  to  devise  rules  that  will  carry  it  mto  effect; 
and  in  almost  the  entire  remarks  I  have  made 
I  have  confined  myself  to  a  discussion  of  the 
principles  of  that  report. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  1  cer- 
tainly  hope  that  the  subject  of  civil  service 
reform  is  not  to  be  abandoned,  but  that  it  is  to 
be  pursued ;  but,  sir,  giving  the  best  attention 
of  which  I  was  capable  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, I  understood  his  remarks  to  be  devoted 
almost  entirely  to  these  rules  of  examination 
which  it  is  understood,  he  says,  will  not  work 
and  are  to  be  changed.  Why,  sir,  has  he  not 
eloquently  and  amusingly  brought  before  the 
Senate  for  competitive  examination,  as  candi- 
dates for  collector  at  the  port  of  New  York, 
such  persons  as  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Opdyke,  and 
other  distinguished  persons,  Mr.  Murphy,  per- 
haps 1 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  take  up  no  time  in  under- 
taking to  defend  these  i>articular  rules  or 
this  competitive  examination.  I  am  in  favor 
of  civil  service  reform,  a  reform  which  shall 
save  this  Qovernment  from  being  plundered 
under  a  system  which  wastes  oue  fourth  of 
the  entire  revenue  of  the  country  in  its  col- 
lection ;  and  it  is  sad  to  see  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  now  take  a  position,  not  against 
the  particular  rules  simply,  but  against  a 
reform  which  shall  correct  the  abuses  of  the 
present  system.  He  stands  up  here  in  the  B&ce 
of  an  official  document,  prepared  by  careful 
and  considerate  friends  of  the  Administration, 
by  its  best  friends,  which  states  that  one  fourth 
of  your  revenue,  probably  more  than  ninety 
million  dollars  a  year,  is  wasted  in  conse- 
quence of  a  system  the  correction  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  opposes. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  what  official  statement  that  is  to  which 
he  refers? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    It  is  the  official  state 


ment  made  by  the  civil  service  commission, 
which  I  will  read. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  my  friend  wiUaUow 
me 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Certainly,  I  wUl  allow 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  have  no  desire  to 
become  especially  the  champion  of  that  board 
in  regard  to  that  report,  and  yet  I  do  not  want 
to  hear  them  misrepresented  any  more  than  I 
do  myself.  They  sav  that  about  one  fourth 
the  revenue  is  wasteo,  and  they  do  not  know 
how  much  of  it  ought  to  be  charged  to  this 
civil  service  matter. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  will  see  what  they 
do  say,  and  I  will  sa^  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  Uiat  I  am  willing  to  have  the  whole 
report  read  if  he  wishes  it;  and  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  read  the  whole  of  it  instead 
of  reading  half  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  and  leaving  out  the  other  half,  read- 
ing that  part  which  made  in  favor  of  the  Sen- 
ator's argument  and  leaving  out  the  conclusion 
of  the  opinion  which  condemned  the  whole  of 
his  argument.  Now,  I  will  read  to  the  Seoate, 
by  its  permission,  what  this  board  say  on  the 
subject  of  loss  to  the  revenue,  and  I  will  read 
every  word  they  do  say  in  reference  to  that 
particular  point  of  bow  much  is  lost  in  con- 
sequence of  the  svstem  which  I  understand 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  to  be  the  cham- 
pion of.     Tbb  is  their  language : 

"  It  is  not  easy  to  compute  in  figures  the  exact 
economical  difference  between  a  good  and  a  bad  tyt' 
tern  of  the  ciTiUeryice.  It  is,  necessarily,  a  matter 
of  inference  and  of  comparison  between  the  proba- 
ble operation  of  a  carelees  and  a  carefal  method. 
Bat  it  is  oalcnlated  by  those  who  have  made  a  care- 
fal study  of  all  the  facts,  that  one  fourth  of  the  rev- 
enues of  the  United  States  are  annaally  lost  in  the 
collection,  and  for  a  larae  part  of  that  loss  a  system 
of  the  service  which  is  fatally  unsound  may  reason- 
ably be  held  responsible." 

Assuming  that  the  entire  revenues  of  this 
country  are  $860,000,000  a  year,  which  is  not 
far  from  the  amount,  then  $90,000, 000  are  lost, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  that  sum  in  conse- 
quence of  our  civil  service  system.  Shall  we 
do  nothing  to  correct  it? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  like,  as  this  is  a 
matter  that  interests  me,  to  ask  the  Senator  the 
basis  of  that  calculation.  The  whole  expense 
of  collecting  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
internal  and  external,  is  less  than  five  ^er  cent. ; 
and  on  wiiat  basis  a  calculation  of  this  kind  is 
made,  I  should  like  myself  to  be  informed. 
The  entire  expense  of  the  whole  service  in  all 
its  branches,  including  detectives  and  every- 
thing else,  is  considerably  less  than  five  per 
cent. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  will  devote  his  attention  to  the  investiga- 
tion now  taking  place  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  I  think  he  will  find  some  of  the  data  he 
sofiks 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  inform  my  friend, 
if  he  will  allow  me,  that  I  have  not  only  paid 
attention  to  that,  but  I  have  joined  in  the 
reporting  a  bill,  to  which  I  hope  to  secure  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  within  a  few  days,  that 
will  entirely  cure  all  the  abuses  that  have  been 
in  existence  in  New  York  for  some  time,  and 
that  are  now  being  developed  daily.  I  cer- 
tainly will  not  shield  any  one  who  is  engaged 
in  any  practices  in  the  custom-house  at  New 
York  of  a  wrongful  character,  but  will  seek  by 
proper  remedies  to  correct  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  concur  wiUi  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  the 
passage  of  that  bill  which  will  correct  all  abuses 
in  the  New  York  custom-house.  I  suppose, 
Mr.  President,  the  great  loss  to  the  revenue,  as 
has  been  developed  and  is  now  being  developed 
by  the  investigating  committee  in  New  York, 
comes  from  officers  corruptly  suffering  goods 
to  pass  without  the  collection  of  duties,  by  under 
vafoations,  false  weights,  the  bribery  of  inspect- 
ors and  other  officials,  and  under  the  internal 
revenue  system  from  corrupt  officers  not  col- 
lecting the  tax  imposed ;  suffering  whisky  to  be 
manufactured,  if  you  please,  and  to  go  upon  the 


market  without  paving  the  tax  assessed  by 
law.  The  loss  to  the  revenue  arises  in  many 
ways,  of  which  I  am  sure  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
can  get  all  the  information  he  desires  if  he  reads 
with  care  the  history  of  the  investigation  which 
is  now  taking  place  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  in  the  outset 
of  his  remarks  passed  a  eulogy  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  President  of  the  U nited  States, 
and  at  the  same  time  informed  the  Senate  that 
the  President  had  upon  some  occasion  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  tnat  the  best  way  to  cor- 
rect an  improvident  or  improper  law  would  be 
faithfully  to  execute  it,  and  let  the  people  see 
its  defects;  and  then,  passing  to  tne  subject 
under  consideration,  he  proceeded  to  say  that 
the  President  had  put  these  theories,  as  he 
calls  them,  into  execution  till  the  people  should 
*'  cry  enouffh,"  and  that  the  Preshdent  was  so 
strong  in  the  affections  of  the  people  that  he 
could  afford  to  do  this — could  give  bis  enemies 
many  advantages  and  then  defeat  them.  I  do 
not  give  the  precise  language  of  the  Senator, 
perhaps,  but  the  purport  of  what  he  said. 

Now,  sir,  this  seems  to  me  to  be  imputing 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  opinions 
which  I  should  be  sorry  to  believe  &at  he 
entertained,  and  a  character  which  I  do  not 
believe  belongs  to  him.  I  believe  him  to  be 
a  sincere  and  an  honest  man,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  he  is  putting  into  operation  any 
theories  on  civil  service  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  them  odious  until  the  people  shall 
cry  '<  Enough.''  I  think  better  of  the  Chief 
Msgistrate  of  the  United  States  than  to  suppose 
that  under  the  authority  to  adopt  rules  and 
regulations  for  a  reform  in  the  civil  service  he 
has  gone  to  work  to  adopt  such  rules  and  the- 
ories as  will  bring  civil  service  reform  into 
contempt  until  the  people  shall  cry  **Enough.'' 
Sir,  I  am  far  from  oelieviof  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  acting  upon  any  such 
consideration. 

Mr.  President,  the  remarks  I  have  to  make 
will  be  som^bat  disconnected,  as  I  am  allud- 
ing only  to  a  few  points  which  have  been  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  He  proceeded 
during  his  remarks  to  speak  of  the  powers  of 
the  President,  and  represented  those  powers  as 
very  insignificant  Among  others  lie  spoke  of 
the  power  of  the  President  to  receive  embss- 
sudors  as  a  mere  formality,  as  I  understood 
him,  a  mere  ceremony.  Why,  sir,  that  is  not 
the  theory  of  the  Constitution  at  all.  All  trea- 
ties with  foreign  nations  regulating  our  inter- 
course with  aU  the  Powers  of  the  world  are 
made  and  can  only  be  made  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  Senate  has  but  a 
negative  power  over  them ;  we  cannot  make 
treaties,  but  they  are  initiated  and  made  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  And  he  par- 
ticipates to  the  extent  of  one  third  in  every  law 
that  is  passed.  His  power  is  equal  in  each 
branch  of  Congress  to  one  third  of  all  its  mem- 
bers, so  far  as  staying  legislation  is  concerned  i 
and  no  treaty  can  be  originated  or  made  any- 
where else  but  by  the  Executive  himself.  And 
when  he  receives  the  embassadors  of  foreign 
countries,  and  enters  into  treaties  with  them, 
subject  merely  to  a  veto  power  here,  shall  it 
be  ssid  that  that  is  a  mere  formality  ?  What, 
I  ask,  is  substance  if  that  be  formality? 

The  Senator  also  spoke  of  the  division  of 
the  powers  of  the  Government  into  legielative, 
executive,  and  judicial.  Following  up  that  sug- 
gestion, I  am  sorry  that  he  did  not  turn  his 
attention  to  the  encroachment  by  one  of  these 
departnaeuts  of  the  Government  on  the  other 
in  our  civil  service  system  as  it  at  present  exists. 
Does  not  the  Senator  know  that  the  appoint- 
ments are  now  practicallv  controlled,  not  by 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government,  but 
by  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the 
respective  States  ?  The  Constitution  vesta  the 
power  of  appointment  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  t)ie  Government  exclusively,  except- 
ing that  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  neces- 
sary in  those  cases  where  the  power  to  make 
the  appointment  has  not  been  vested  by  law 
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in  the  PnrideDt  alons,  or  the  head  of  Mma 
DepartmeDt,  or  the  conrte  ;  but  virtually  thii 
power  in  cot  ezercised  by  tbe  Preaideot  Kod 
ibe  hewli  of  Departmentt,  bat  it  is  controlled 
by  the  SeoatorB  and  Repreaeatatires  in  Con- 
Mr.  OARPENTEa.  I  desire  to  say  to  the 
Senator  that  if  he  speahs  of  tbe  tact  in  liliaoii 
I  ckonot,  of  coarse,  contradict  bim ;  hot  gpeak- 
iog  of  my  own  State  and  myaelf,  I  eay  that  I 
know  of  DO  such  practice. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Well,  Mr.  Prenideot,  I 
cannot  apeak  as  to  the  nile  in  Wiseonsin,  bat 
thii  report  vhich  is  before  aa  statoa  that  that 
ii  aubstantially  the  practice,  and  (he  President, 
who  must  koow  as  to  the  fact,  indorses  this 
report  and  sends  It  to  Coogresa.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  hss  seen  and  read  this  report, 
and  it  cannot  have  escaped  his  observation 
Ihatit  does  state  the  Tnct  to  be  ao.  It  iannileT- 
stood  to  be  the  nsage  of  the  Government  that 
the  local  Representative  from  the  district,  if 
politically  in  accord  with  the  President,  con- 
Irola,  aa  a  general  rale,  the  appointments  of 
postniaaters,  and  of  collectors  and  assesaors 
of  internal  revenne  in  his  district;  and  if  that 
ia  not  the  case  in  Wisconsin,  as  the  Senator 
from  Wiaeonsin  says,  bis  State  constitutes  en 
exception,  I  am  sure,  from  tbe  general  prac- 
tice tDat  obtains  thronghout  the  coantry. 
I  read  now  from  the  report  of  the  commis- 

■' While.  thBrefcretlioappoinling,  power  1«  ohieflr 


make  tiia  PreaiilcDt  and  SMrataricn  DiaitTr  lb«  kd- 

Kiotmeat  clorka  of  CousreiB.  from  whioh  body  ths 
DitllutioD   euefullr   withholds    the    APpaintioE 

A  report  sent  to  us  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  commended  by  him,  states 
the  fact  that  he  and  the  beads  of  Depertmenla 
have  become  merely  the  appointment  clerks 
of  Congress.  Sir,  Uiat  is  a  violation  of  the 
ConatitulioD  of  the  United  Stateft  and  one  of 
the  objecta  of  this  civil  service  reforo)  is  to  re- 
store tbe  Conatitotion  to  its  original  meaning, 
to  restore  to  Ibe  esecolive  department  of  the 
Qovernment  the  patronage  which  belongs  to  it, 
and  which  has  been  un  con  si  ituti  dually  nsurpeii 
by  Congress;  and  when  it  is  argaed  here  that 
Senators  and  Repreaentalives  should  control 
tbe  appointmeutsfrom  ibeir  respective  States, 
that  is  an  argument  against  not  only  tbe  spirit 
bat  the  letter  of  the  Conalitulion,  aud  a  subver- 
sion of  oor  system  of  Government  to  that  ex- 
tent It  is  tbe  great  source  of  evil  in  onr  civil 
service  system  that  Congressmen  have  aanrped 
functions  belonging  to  the  ezecntive  brancb 
of  the  Qovernment. 

In  the  civil  service  reform  which  I  advocate 
I  have  never  been  a  stickler  for  competitive 
examination.  Tbe  want  of  scbolarabip  on  the 
part  of  the  appointees  to  office  ia  not  the  great 
difficulty.  It  liea  beyond  that.  I  said  that  I 
shoald  take  no  time  in  defending  these  rules, 
because  I  am  informed  (and  I  did  not  know  it 
before  it  waa  announced  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin)  that  they  are  not  to  go  into  opera- 
tion. A  competitive  examination  may  be  very 
well  in  regara  to  clerks  in  the  Departments 
here,  and  in  some  other  oaaes.  I  understand 
it  baa  been  adopted  in  tbe  Departmenta  at 
Washington  for  some  years  to  great  advantage, 
bat  it  nay  not  answer  so  well  in  regard  lo  other 
offioers.  It  is  not  the  great  panacea  for  exist- 
ing evils,  as  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  says, 
ana  it  i^.  chiefly  to  the  ulterior  results  of  these 
examinations  that  I  look  for  much  good.  If 
this  competitive  examination  system  were 
adopMd,  and  the  appointmenta  to  office  were 
to  be  made  from  persona  who  pass  tbe  exam- 
inations, it  would  take  the  appointmenta  to 
BOmeextentfrom  the  control  of  mere  partisans, 
and  those  who  nse  this  patronage  for  merce- 
nary and  individual  purposes,  and  so  far  its 
effect  wonld  be  salutary. 

Bat,  Hr.  President,  the  trouble  of  onr  civil 
service  ■yatem,  aa  I  said,  is  not  in  refereDce 


to  the  scholarship  of  Ute  officer,  but  it  arisM 
from  the  system  of  appointments  and  removals, 
now  ohieSy  controlled  by  Oungresamen.  I 
introduced  a  bill  into  this  body  some  year  or 
two  ago  making  it  a  j>enal  offense  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  to  recommend  a  penon  for  on 
office  nnless  bie  opiaion  was  asked  in  writing 
by  tbe  appointing  power,  and  prohibttiug  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  or  any  of  the 
heads  of  Departmeutt  from  appoiutio^  anyone 
to  office  who  |)ad  the  recommendation  of  a 
member  of  either  House  of  Congress  if  it  waa 
obtained  by  the  applicant's  consent  and  priv- 
ity ;  and,  sir,  if  we  could  enact  such  a  law  aa 
that.  I  think  we  should  lay  the  as  at  the  root 
of  the  great  evil  in  our  civil  service  system. 

What  are  tbe  eiila  of  Ike  present  system 
which  it  is  sought  to  correct?  I  cannot  state 
them  belter  than  they  have  been  stated  in  this 
report,  made  by  gentlemen  of  high  character, 
of  great  ability,  of  laborious  research,  who 
have  inqnired  into  the  mode  and  manner  of 
appointments,  into  the  evils  that  exist  under 
the  present  system,  and  have  embodied  them 
in  this  report.  I  will  read  a  few  paaaages  from 
it,  that  it  may  be  seen  what  the  evils  lo  be  cor- 
rected are,  what  the  mischief  is,  and  then  if 
we  cannot  apply  the  system  of  competitive  ex- 
amination, let  us  apply  some  other  system  that 
will  reform  and  correct  ^ese  abases.  The 
say: 
aspKblBoBtiieTa  have  not  been  son  sbt. 

In  b11  paities  to  fill  tha  oSo«a.  But  cortaiali',  alia, 
provad  eharacter  and  tatted  oapaoit;  are  not  eiHn- 
tiftl  [D  admiaiion  to  tbe  olvil  aervioe:  and  when 
parliaiui  Brtnpachror  aocivitv  tskae  prsoedenM  of 


JiddoubtlMalfaen 


a  tha  affioi. 
^huirirht  lo'd'e'm 


raora.  Poiitieid  enucuaH,  primBrr  meatinga,  ind 
canvaotlODi  ua  controlled  by  the  promiia  and  the 
eipacUtion  of  patroanca.  Political  oandid&laa  far 
the  lovett  or  the  hisheat  pagltiona  «re  direotljr  or 
Indireatlr  pledged.  The  pladsa  ia  tha  prioaoftha 
nomi nation,  and  whan  the  alaoiioD  is  .daCerminad 


mn  VI  wuac  jire  wui  DBiioa  laeapoiia.  hq  aua 
isDBpea.  President,  Seeretariea.  Benatora,  Sepra- 
entstivaa,  are  dORed,  baaonaht.  and  denounced  am 
ha  one  hand  ta  appoint,  an  tea  other  to  retain  sub- 


dealtni.  Ther  ma^  alrive  to  make  their  patron- 
no  indiTidnal.     We  appeal  001;  to  anlvonal  and 

"The  evil  results  of  tbe  practioa  ma^  be  seaa, 
flnt,  iu  iUi  parveraian  of  tha  nature  of  the  eleatioa 
Itielf.  In  a  tree  country  an  eleotloa  ia  intended  to 
be,  and  of  Hibt  ihould  be.  tha  ohoics  of  dlSerini 
Dolioiei  of  adiniDiatriitian  br  the  people  at  tha  polls. 

SanOB  Dpon  Uie  case  whioh  hu  been  aubmltled  to  It 
mini  tha  oaoTua  hr  the  ableat  and  moat  aloqaant 
adrooatea.    Bat  tha  evil  syatem  onder  whiob  "-  - 


ra  tendl  to  oh  an 


>  the  el 


:e  a[  policiea  into  a  eontast  Ibr  i 

.    It  IS  twoomiuf  a  deipsrata 

-    —  -■     II  thMr  lawf 

11.    The  aonaaqneaDSE 


"sSvm' 


ohlala 


tale.    It  <s  twoomiuf  a  deipsrata 

alltba  offlsfls.  with  all  thMr  lawful  salaries  and  aU 
thair  Dnlawnilobaooei.    The  aODBaqneaoai  are  un- 
avoidable; tha  moral  tone  of  the  countrr  ia  debased ; 
inal  onaraetar  datarioiatea.     Ho  eanntrr 
safalr  lolerat*  snob  a  suialr 


'"ThV" 


poiitloiu 
•<>reb°te 


hethve- 

,„ Thn*   it 

Das  oeeome  tns  praottoe  of  evanr  party  to  power  to 
saak  to  retain  power  br  levrins  upon  tha  moDar 
paid  to  Ibe  pabllc  at  ants  for  the  pablio  serviee. 

"Bat  when  tbe appiioatian  is  ai(ed upon  tha  ex- 
ecutive departmaut  by  a  member  of  the  lecitlativa 
braneb  of^the  QovarnmaDt.  the  miKhief  becamM 
intolernble.  It  is  often  by  the  power  of  patronase 
that  a  Rep resan tali leia  ebieftr  kuoirn  to  wbat  aie 

H  <•  their  a«enC  and  broker  of  offloet. 

Tl  ghlawork.and  hemostdo  tbaiia.  and 

hi  an  depends  upon  hit  fnlllllm«Dt  of    ■ 


herefori 


aopliei 


._.._y  whieb  it  It 

hi  It  it  not  a  hvor  only  that  he  atk^ 

it  ,a  of  fuiailinc  a  bargain.     Tha    ap- 

Ki  ittabjcDled  tothteauaudlbebland- 

i! ,_n!Onai  aolicilation.     And   theee  are 

inoeatant  nei  UTgrnU  not  in  the  deitrea  of  tha  (Iibmi 
of  the  oandidatB,  but  in  tbatofthe  iotfreetaf  tboaa 

of  the  party.  'Yal  trantiDs  the  fuvur  ia  not  Deeee- 
sarily  a  benefit  to  the  party :  it  ia  afteo  a  profit  to 

'""'^"'if  tb^at,po\atia7'"oi'«r  declarea  that  tl 
prefen  a  certain  pereon,  pecniiarlr  fltted  for  tka 
place,  tha  anpoiDtmant  ia.  neveTthaleii.  damandtd 
or  ooniMted  u  of  ri^bi  by  the  friandt  of  other  par- 
Bona.  If  IbeappDiDlins  power  pentila.  and  the  place 
ia  Blled  aa  it  prefen,  it  is  only  after  a  tone  and 
■naoyiDS  reslttenee  to  presiare.   Bat  shoald  it  be 

before  Congrett  for  which  he  wishea  every  rota  that 
he  can  prooara,  there  ia  a  powerfal  temptation  to 
yield  the  appointment  to  aeanre  the  vole.    Thai  Iba 

was  recently  introdnced  Into  Con  great  makini  It  a 

penal  oITanBe  for  maiobaTa  of  Ooncrc ' 

the  appointing  power  for  placet. 

"While,  therefore,  tbe  sppoinllDs 
and  properly  vealad  in  the  aieouti 
becanie  that  department  U  retpontit 

the  evil  theory 'of  thecivilaervicete 

Preiideot  and  BeeTBtarion  merely  t!__  _.,_ 

olerka  of  CDnaraM.  from  whioh  body  tha  CoDStitulloi 
parefally  witnholdt   the   MpointiDg   power..     On* 

Thus  it  ia  notdenied  that  the  oJiIef  national  appoint- 
mantsin  thetavaralStstM  are  nowreallT  Bade.nM 


departmeitt. 

.anten  under 
to  mako  the 


lallT  made, 
It  t^le  plua. 


a  of  adminfstrati 


.  and  temple  tl 

.    Bol  tha  effects  of  to  miBcbie' 
-  "     oonaned  to  itaolf.     "  ■■  ■ 


"  The  ar^meala  by  whioh 

It  alleted  that  wbea  the  peor 
(Bneral  policy  of  the  Oovarn 
to  ohanga  every  itihordinste 


sm 

langerunjily  relaxinc 

le  present  pemioioot 
wholly  uu»und.  Jt 

lent  they  also  intend 

It  ocrUiuly 


cf  thot< 


■  edaiadlcalcl 


whs 


quencei.  Moreover,  the  theory  sprinn  from  a  falsa 
conception  of  ageneral  election.  Such  an  election 
is,  incfead,  the  di   ■       ■■        -  ■ 


I  poiiey  of  Gorammaiti  bnt  the  siei 
tha  aubordiuat*  offioera  are  whoUy 
1  do  not  detannlne  measurea  of  ijla 
i  a  praolice  which  necexsarily  foal. 
mae  ^d  cDrniption  ia  the  delaile  o 
lion  It  one  whuta  tbe  people  oanno 


Iminlstration, 


_  , ,._„-  „jnld  no.  „v 

tberewereannnderataDdiDitbatt)] 


tithe  offloes  belonclo  thesDc- 
U  narCy  sarvioa  should  be  itald 
ii  called  the  hard  work  of 


workaneboald 


iuiist  tb 


be  so  reirardedl    This 

Indispenaable  to  party  orsaniaaijon.    uui  it  is  a 

-'--in  palliation  of  an  avil  praciice.    To 

rteetotbe  Baeceetfal  parly  oaiht  to 

rarded  by  oBoe  it  offanaiva  to  the  Jul  Amer- 
DBu  piiDcipla  that,  while  every  cititea  ahould  ba 
ready  to  flilflll  every  political  doty  that  may  ba 
fairly  asked  of  him.  no  one  haa  any  otalm  to  any 
iffioa  whatever.    If  the  maaey  that  a  man  has  paid 


thatlTe  haadevoted'to'the  auocaai  of  prinoTpIea  ud 
a  policy  whieb  he  muat  be  supposed  to  approve,  are 
to  ba  oonildared  claims  upon  an  office,  than  thoy 
are  the  price  of  tbe  ofice,  and  hii  relation  to  the 
oSoe  and  to  the  contest  is  venal,  which  ii  tbe  pre- 
oise  evil  of  tha  preaent  praotioe." 

This  exposition  of  the  evils  of  the  present 
civil  sorfice  system,  ahowiag  that  the  President 
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traetinc  process  stop?  I  eonfess  my  inability  to 
answer.  Bat  the  difficulty  of  drawing  a  line  between 
such  limitations  as  are  and  such  as  are  not  allowed 
by  the  Constitution  is  no  proof  that  both  classes  do 
not  exist.  In  constitutional  and  legal  inouiries 
right  or  wrong  is  often  a  question  of  deforce.  Tet  it 
is  impossible  to  tell  precisely  where  in  the  scale 
right  ceases  and  wrong  begins.  Questions  of  exces- 
sire  bail,  cruel  punishments,  excessive  damages, 
and  reasonable  doubts,are  familiar  instances.  In 
the  matter  now  in  question  it  is  not  supposable 
that  Congress  or  the  President  would  require  of 
candidates  for  office  qualifications  unattainable 
by  a  sufficient  number  to  afford  ample  room  for 
choice." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  at  this 
hour,  and  with  the  impatience  pf  the  Senate, 
I  am  willing  to  leave  tae  argument  of  the  At- 
torney General  aa  to  the  constitutionality  of 
specifying  the  class  of  persons  from  whom 
selections  to  office  are  to  be  made,  as  a  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin, with  uiis  statement:  the  Constitution  vests 
in  Congress  authority  to  confer  the  appoint- 
ment of  inferior  officers  upon  the  President 
alone,  or  upon  the  heads  of  Departments,  or 
the  courts  of  law,  and  authorizes  Congress  to 
establish  offices.  Congress  having  authority 
to  establish  offices,  and  vest  the  appointment 
thereof  in  the  heads  of  Department  or  the 
President,  must  necessarily  have  the  author- 
ity under  the  other  clauses  of  the  Constitution 
which  give  it  power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  to  carry  into  execution  any  given 
power,  to  regulate  the  duties  of  the  officer  to 
be  appointed,  and  to  prescribe  his  qualifica- 
tions tor  the  office. 

If  they  can  create  an  office,  and  tlie  Consti- 
tution vests  the  appointment  of  the  officer  in 
the  President,  they  can  determine  what  duties 
that  officer  is  to  perform  and  what  qualifica- 
tions he  shall  possess  as  necessary  to  fill  that 
office.  They  cannot  designate  the  individual, 
and  say  the  President  of  the  United  States 
must  appoint  A  or  B  to  fill  an  office  they  cre- 
ate :  but  they  can  determine  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  persons  of  a 
certain  class  to  fill  that  office ;  and  that  is  what 
this  board  proposes  to  do ;  that  is  what,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  thev  have  a 
right  to  do,  and  there  1  am  willing  to  leave  the 
constitutional  argument. 

But  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  says  that 
this  civil  service  reform  will  defeat  any  party 
that  adopts  iL  Ah,  sir,  that  is  where  the  shoe 
pinches;  there  is  where  the  Rouble  is.  The 
patronage  of  this  Government  is  to  be  wielded, 
then,  for  mere  partisan  purposes ;  and  the  fear 
is  that  it  will  defeat  some  party,  and  that  must 
be  the  party  in  power,  because  the  party  out 
of  power  has  no  patronage.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
free  to  say,  and  bold  to  say,  and  I  say  it  here, 
and  I  will  say  it  everywhere,  that  if  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  not  principle  enough  and  vir- 
tue enough  to  be  Hustained  without  using  the 
patronage  of  the  Government  to  hold  it  up, 
let  it  go  down  ;  it  does  not  deserve  to  be  sus- 
tained ;  and  no  party  deserves  to  be  supported 
that  cannot  be  sustained  without  nsing  the 
patronage  of  the  Government  as  spoils  to  per- 
petuate its  power. 

One  of  the  objections  pointed  out  by  the 
civil  service  commission  to  the  present  sys- 
tem is  that  patronage  is  used  for  political  pur- 
poses ;  men  take  offices  to  use  their  positions 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  certain  individuals 
te  other  offices.  This  is  an  interference  with 
the  freedom  of  election  and  with  the  rights  of 
the  people. 

Another  objection  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  is  that  the  proposed  reform 
will  constitute  officeholders  a  privileged  class 
to  hold  their  places  during  life.  Sir,  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  any  such  system  as  that.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  civil  service  commission  have 
recommended  any  such  system  as  t^at;  but 
I  am  in  favor  of  reforming  the  civil  service 
system  so  as  to  allow  appointees  to  hold  their 
offices  for  stated  periods  unless  sooner  re- 
moved for  cause.  Let  it  be  for  five  years,  or 
eight  years,  or  ten,  whatever  time  shall  be 


thought  proper  by  the  legislative  department 
of  the  Government.  When  a  person  is  ap- 
pointed to  office,  let  him  be  a  freeman,  and  not 
the  mere  instrument  of  the  member  of  Con- 
gress who  procures  for  him  his  appointment 
as  a  reward  for  party  or  individual  services, 
and  let  him  hola  his  office  till  the  end  of  his 
term  if  he  discharges  his  duty  faithfully  to  the 
country.  The  offices  are  for  the  country,  and 
not  for  the  party.  A  man  may  be  elected  to 
an  office  by  a  party;  but  when  he  accepts 
that  office,  whether  here  in  the  Senate,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  whether  he  takes 
it  by  appointmebt,  he  takes  the  office  to  dis- 
charge its  duties  for  his  country,  and  not  for 
his  partj. 

In  some  respects  I  think  this  report  defect- 
ive. It  shoula  have  gone  further  and  recom- 
mended non-removal  from  office  for  a  limited 
period  except  for  cause.  Not  having  done  so 
Congress  should  by  law  provide  that  when  a 
man  is  appointed  to  office  he  shall  hold  it  for 
a  stated  period  if  he  discharges  its  duties  hon- 
estly, fiuthfully,  and  efficiently.  I  know  there 
are  inconveniences  in  every  system;  no  system 
will  be  perfect.  Some  have  said  that  if  an 
officer  is  only  to  be  removed  for  cause,  there 
will  be  many  instances  where  the  appointing 
power  cannot  specify  a  sufficieht  cause  which, 
upon  trial,  would  convict  the  person  of  in- 
competency or  official  misconduct,  and  yet  he 
might  be  an  improper  officer.  Well,  then,  let 
the  law  provide  that  no  one  shall  be  removed 
from  office  except  for  cause  to  be  specified 
in  writing  by  the  head  of  the  Department,  or 
by  the  President,  when  the  removal  takes 
place.  Let  the  person  making  the  appoint- 
ment remove  the  officer  at  his  discretion, 
specifying  in  writing  the  cause  for  which  he 
removes  him,  and  that  he  deems  that  suffi- 
cient, and  a  just  public  sentiment  among  an 
intelligent  people  will  look  at  the  cause  that 
he  assigns,  and  no  head  of  Department  and 
no  President  will  be  sustained  by  the  people 
if  for  frivolous  and  pretended  causes  and 
excuses  he  discharges  honest,  efficient,  and 
competent  officers.  This  will  afford  a  protec- 
tion which  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  against 
improper  removals. 

L  tlunk,  instead  of  examining  men  who  are 
to  be  appointed  to  office  hereafter  only,  the 
report  should  have  provided  for  examining 
those  now  in  office,  and  for  going  into  the 
Departments,  entering  every  oranch  of  the 
civil  service,  and  inquiring  who  fill  the  offices, 
whether  there  are  supernumeraries  as  the  tes- 
timony in  New  York  is  disclosing — men  who 
receive  appointments  and  draw  salaries  and 
render  no  services  to  the  country.  If  we 
undertake  to  make  this  reform,  I  want  it  to 
be  a  thorough  one :  and  notwithstanding  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, that  civil  service  reform  will  defeat 
any  party  that  adopts  it,  I  say  to  him  that  in 
my  opinion,  and  according  to  my  belief,  the 

Eeople  of  this  country,  startled  as  they  have 
een  by  the  disclosure  of  recent  abuses  in  the 
city  of  New  York  and  elsewhere,  will  over- 
throw any  party  that  stands  in  opposition  to 
civil  service  reform. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

During  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr. 
Cameron  requested  him  to  yield  the  floor  to 
allow  a  motion  to  be  made. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  wiU  yield  if  it  will 
only  take  a  moment. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  My  motion  is,  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  ac^ourn  to  meet 
on  Monday  at  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  we  have  so  much 
business  before  us  that  we  ought  to  spend  to- 
morrow here. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  there  is  to  be  any 
discussion,  I  cannot  yield. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  is  aware  of  the  fact,  that, 
there  being  a  resolution  pending  before  the 


Senate  the  motion  cannot  be  entertained  ex- 
cept by  consent. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  know  that,  and  I  take 
it  for  granted  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection  to 
a  vote  being  taken. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  the  Senate  ought 
to  remain  in  session  to-morrow,  because  there 
is  pressing  public  business. 

Several  Senators.    Let  a  vote  be  taken. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  there  is  to  be  a  vote, 
I  yield. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chidr  un- 
derstood the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  object. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  object  to  a 
vote  being  taken,  but  I  object  to  the  motion 
itself. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  trom 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  call  np  hit 
resolution  to-morrow  and  address  the  Senate 
upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  object  to  the  vote  being  taken 
upon  this  proposition  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  AH  I  desire  is 
about  an  hour*  s  time.  I  would  as  soon  occupy 
that  time  on  Monday  as  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  manifest  that  the 
courtesy  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  may 
give  Way  to-morrow  when  he  desires  to  speak, 
out  that  will  crowd  us  on  Monday.  There  are 
several  bills  here,  none  of  them  perhaps  of  a 
very  important  character,  which  might  as  well 
be  disposed  of  to-morrow,  and  a  few  Senators 
can  be  absent  if  they  wish  to  be  away. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Allow  me  to  intempt 
my  colleague  a  moment  I  submit  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ought  to  have 
the  whole  of  to-morrow,  if  the  Senate  wants 
the  apportionment  bill  returned  to  it  in  time, 
and  also  wants  several  other  matters  acted 
upon  which  are  before  that  committee.  We 
ought  to  have  the  whole  of  to- morrow  for  that 
committee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  no  trouble  about 
the  Judiciary  Committee  meeting  to-morrow 
and  being  in  session  durins  the  sitting  of  the 
Senate.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  there  are 
several  matters  pending  that  can  be  settled, 
we  might  as  well  sit  to-morrow.  I  snbmit  the 
motion  to  the  Senate,  however. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Let  us  have  a  vote. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  llie  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsrl- 
vania,  that  when  the  Senate  adjonms  to-oaj 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  appointing  POWER.  . 

Mr.  Trumbull  having  concluded  his  remarks 
on  the  pending  question,  being  the  resoln- 
tion  of  Mr.  Carpenter  as  to  the  power  of 
appointment, 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
desire  to  enter  into  the  debate  of  the  qaestion 
of  civil  service  reform,  but  simplj  to  correct 
a  misapprehension  that  grew  out  of  a  reoiark 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  the  President  had  aban- 
doned, for  the  present  at  least,  the  attempt  at 
civil  service  reform.  The  remark  was  probshly 
stronger  than  he  intended. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  did  not  say  that  I 
said  that  I  uhderstood  the  President  had  sus- 
pended it  until  a  more  perfect  system  of  rules 
could  be  adopted  to  carry  it  into  operatioQ. 
If  I  bad  understood  the  whole  thing  was  aban- 
doned, of  course  I  should  have  said  nothing 
about  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois then,  seizing  upon  that  remark,  criticised 
it  to  some  extent.  I  have  made  the  inquiry 
whether  any  change  has  been  made  in  the 
policy  of  the  Administation  in  regard  to  eivil 
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•mployds  in  the  Ezecudve  Departments,  not 
probably  in  grammar  or  chemistry,  or  in  any 
other  topics  except  those  which  relate  to  the  par- 
ticular employment  which  the  applicant  seeks. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Grammar  is  always  im- 
portant. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  does  not  make  mnch 
difference  whether  a  messenger  who  carries 
onr  messages  is  a  good  grammarian  or  not. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  about  a  clerk  who 
writes  letters  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  he  ought  to  be  a 
good  grammarian.  A  civil  service  board  should 
be  nothing  but  a  board  of  five  sensible  men  to 
examine  a  man  as  to  his  fitness  for  the  par- 
ticular office  that  he  seeks,  the  qualifications 
for  the  respective  offices  being  as  various  as  the 
number  of  offices.  As  a  matter  of  course  if  a 
person  is  to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  ihe  United  States  as  a  lawyer,  he  is  to  be 
examined  as  to  his  character  and  qualifications 
as  a  lawyer.  If  he  appears  before  you  as  a 
messenger,  the  examination  should  be  very 
limited  indeed.  After  all,  the  boards  now 
existing  in  the  various  Departments  of  the 
Qovemment,  organized  within  the  last  few 
years  under  this  Administration,  are  the  most 
effective  agencies  of  civil  service  reform  that 
have  yet  been  devised. 

Mr.  President,  I  did  not  intend  to  engage 
in  this  discussion ;  I  simply  wished  to  correct 
a  misapprehension  that  I  saw  at  once  seized 
on  the  minds  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  specta- 
tors as'  well,  as  to  the  course  of  the  Admin- 
istration on  civil  service  reform,  and  to  show 
that  the  only  change  which  has  been  made  has 
been  made  at  the  request  of  this  board  of 
gentlemen,  and  promulgated  by  the  President 
at  their  request. 

•  Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Mr.  President,  I  did  not 
have  the  pleasure  to  listen  to  my  friend  from 
Wisconsin,  because  a  duty  in  another  part  of 
the  C&pitol  compelled  me  to  be  absent  Know- 
ing the  resolution  that  he  had  offered,  I  had 
designed,  as  one  of  the  early  friends  of  this 
effort  to  improve  the  public  service,  to  make 
some  reply  upon  some  of  the  points  that  I 
knew  he  would  present;  but  as  I  did  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  him,  I  shall  have  to 
defer  my^  reply  until  Monday ;  and  with  that 
view  I  will  for  a  moment  yield  to  my  friend 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Morton,]  who  wishes  to 
submit  some  observations  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  desire,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  system  of 
civil  service  reform  that  has  been  presented. 
I  can  only  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
what  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
proposed  to  do  shall  have  a  fair  trial. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  has  in  part  antici- 
pated what  I  intended  to  say.  I  intended  to 
challenge  a  statement  that  has  been  made  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  this  afternoon,  and,  I 
believe,  read  from  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners, to  this  effect : 

"Bat  it  i8caIeQlat«d  bythoiewho  have  made  a 
careful  study  of  all  the  facts  that  one  fourth  of  the 
revenues  of  the  United  States  are  annually  lost  in 
the  oollectioD,  and  for  a  larf  e  part  of  that  loss  a  sys- 
tem of  the  service  which  is  fatally  unsound  may 
reasonably  be  held  responsible." 

I  desire  to  challenge  that  statement.  I  do 
not  call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  board  who  made  that  statement, 
Hut  1  submit  to  the  Senate  and  the  country 
that  they  have  been  grossly  imposed  upon, 
and  that  so  far  from  twenty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  revenues  of  this  country  being  lost  in  Uiat 
way,  no  evidence  can  be  found  which  will 
show  that  five  per  cent,  has  been  lost  in  that 
way  under  this  Administration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Will  my  friend  permit 
me  to  suggest  to  him  that  this  commission  do 
not  report  any  such  fact?  Let  me  repeat  to 
him  that  they  simply  say  it  so  statea,  as  a 
mere  method  of  bringing  to  the  attention  of 
the  President  the  fact  that  there  is  complaint, 
and  a  statement  in  the  country  that  there  are 
great  losses.  They  do  not  undertake  to  be 
responsible  for  any  snch  statement. 


Mr.  MORTON.  I  understand  that.  I  say 
they  have  been  imposed  upon.  They  give 
what  has  been  represented  by  others.  What 
I  mean  to  say  is,  that  the  representation  which 
has  been  made  to  Uiem,  and  which  they  evi- 
dently believe  and  have  reported  to  the  Pres- 
ident, is  a  gross  exaggeration  that  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  go  before  this  country  without 
being  challenge.  If  our  present  system  of  civil 
service  results  in  the  loss  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  all  the  revenues  of  this  country ;  it  is 
the  worst  in  the  world  $  the  worst  tlUit  has  ever 
been  known  in  this  country ;  and  I  believe  such 
a  statement  does  essential  and  gross  injustice 
to  this  Administration  and  to  Uie  very  character 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Will  my  friend  be  good 
enough  to  read  just  what  the  commission  does 
say? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  certainly  have  not  put  it 
upon  them  as  saying  it  on  their  own  statement 
and  authority.  I  have  quoted  that  they  give 
it  on  the  authority  of  others. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  will  my  friend  be 
kind  enough  to  read  in  connection  with  his 
remarks  what  they  say? 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  did  read  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  my  friend  has  read  it, 
very  well.  Now,  I  wish  to  put  it  to  him 
whether  that  commission  undertook  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  any  such  statement,  or  whether 
all  that  they  say  is  not  (as  one  thing  that  is 
pervading  the  mind  of  the  country  by  state- 
ments of  this  character)  that  it  is  so  stated. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  so  said,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  I  have  further  said  that  while  the 
commission  reported  this  as  having  been  said 
to  them  by  those  who  made  the  calculation, 
yet  they  evidently  believed  it  or  they  would 
not  have  reported  it,  and  therefore  they  give 
it  the  sanction  of  their  belief  in  going  before 
the  country.  While  I  do  not  question  their 
sincerity,  I  challenge  the  fact,  and  it  is  due  to 
this  Government  that  this  statement  should  be 
met  upon  the  threshold.  I  think  no  evidence 
can  be  found  or  has  been  found  that  will  sus- 
tain this  statement,  or  even  twenty  per  cent 
of  the  statement.  I  want  to  sa^  right  here  that 
much  that  has  been  said  during  the  last  two 
years  about  civil  service  reform  I  believe  to  be 
the  grossest  exaggeration.  While  there  are 
great  evils  in  our  system  which  ought  to  be 
remedied,  and  I  have  always  said  that,  and  I 
am  for  one  determined  to  sustain  the  Presi- 
dent and  give  his  effort  a  fair  trial  to  correct 
these  evils,  yet  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  be- 
fore, that  I  believe  our  system  with  all  its 
faults  is  to-day  the  best  civil  service  in  the 
world.  Our  system  may  have  faults  that  other 
systems  have  not ;  but  other  systems  have  faults 
that  ours  has  not,  and  they  have  enormous  ones ; 
and  if  anybody  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
the  character  and  the  history  of  the  civil  service 
of  the  great  Governments  of  Europe  he  will 
be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have 
enormous  faults  which  do  not  belong  to  ours. 

Mr.  President,  one  word  further,  for  I  do 
not  intend  to  detain  the  Senate,  and  I  so  said 
to  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  -The  President 
of  the  United  States  can  do  nothing  that  will 
satisfy  those  who  have  been  particularlv  clam- 
orous about  civil  service  reform.  We  have 
had  an  illustration  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
this  aflernoon  in  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois.  He  tells  the  Senate 
and  the  country  this  aflernoon  that  he  does 
not  set  much  store  by  competitive  examin- 
ations ;  he  gives  the  go-by  in  a  single  sentence 
to  the  great  body  of  the  work  done  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Mr.  Curtis  and  other  gentlemen. 
He  says,  '*I  do  not  set  much  store  by  com- 
petitive examinations.  * '  He  says, ' '  I  have  not 
any  fault  to  find  with  the  scholarship  of  the 
men  who  have  been  appointed ;  tliat  is  not  it.'' 
Thus  he  has  brushed  out  the  great  body  of 
the  report  and  of  the  work  that  has  been  sub- 
mitted. Now,  what  is  his  civil  service  reform  ? 
He  said  it  was  as  to  the  mode  of  appointment, 
not  a  question  of  competitive  examinations, 


not  a  question  of  scholar^ip  of  the  men  wbo 
are  appointed,  but  the  mode  of  appointment; 
that  some  moiie  of  appointment  shall  be 
adopted  which  shall  take  it  from  poliiical 
influence ;  and  he  gave  us  to  understand  what 
his  idea  of  civil  service  reform  was.  It  was 
embodied  in  a  bill  that  he  presented  to  the 
Senate  about  a  year  ago,  making  it,  I  believe, 
a  penitentiary  offense  for  any  member  of  Con- 
gress to  recommend  a  man  for  an  appointment 
unless  the  President  had  previously  requested 
him  in  writing  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. That  is  his  idea  of  civil  service  reform, 
totally  and  wholly  different  from  that  recom- 
mended by  that  distinguished  board  appointed 
by  the  President. 

And  then  he  finds  fault  with  this  report  in 
another  respect.  How?  It  has  not  fixed  a 
term  of  service  in  which  there  can  be  no  re- 
movals, except  for  cause  to  be  stated  in  writing, 
by  the  President,  or  by  the  head  of  Depart- 
ment making  those  removals.  Of  course  this 
system  does  not  satbfy  him. 

And  then  he  says,  further,  that  it  should 
begin  with  those  now  in  office.  That  has 
been  the  complaint  made  already  by  every 
Democratic  newspaper  in  the  land,  that  the 
svstem  of  civil  service  reform  presented  by 
this  commission  and  accepted  by  the  Presi- 
dent does  not  apply  to  those  who  are  now  in 
office.  We  are  already  told  that  it  is  a  mere 
scheme  to  keep  the  Radicals  in  office  as  long 
as  they  live. 

I  merely  refer  to  these  things  to  show  that 
whatever  this  Administration  may  do  upon 
the  subject  of  civil  service  reform,  it  cannot 
give  satisfaction  to  those  who  have  been  chieflf 
clamorous  on  this  subject.  And  while  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  has  in  effect  assailed 
positions  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin to-day,  of  which  I  say  nothing,  yet  he  has 
himself  brushed  away  in  a  few  sentences  nearly 
all  the  work  that  has  been  done  by  this  civil 
service  reform  commission,  and  says  that  he 
values  these  competitive  examinations  and 
what  is  required  chiefly  on  account  of  their 
taking  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  all 
I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Befi^re  I  rive  way  to  mv 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [nr.  Cambrov,] 
who  desires  an  executive  session,  I  wish  to  say 
one  word.  I  think  my  friend  from  Indiana  has 
unintentionally  misrepr^ented  the  position  of 
the  civil  service  commission  in  the  statement 
that  they  have  made  touching  the  loss  in  the 
collection  of  revenue ;  and  in  order  to  ahow 
that,  I  will  read  the  whole  of  the  statement, 
although  properly  it  ought  to  be  taken  in  con- 
nection with  what  they  say  before  and  after, 
but  I  have  not  time  for  that.     They  say: 

"  It  is  not  easy  to  cotnputein  figures  the  exaet  eoo- 
nomieal  differenee  betweeo  a  good  and  a  bad  syHeia 
of  the  civil  service.  It  is.  necessarily,  a  matter  of 
inference  and  of  comparison  between  the  probable 
operation  of  a  careless  and  a  careful  method.  Bat 
it  is  calculated,  by  those  who  have  made  a  oarelol 
study  of  all  the  facts,  that  one  fourth  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  United  States  are  annually  lost  in  the 
collection,  and  for  a  large  part  of  that  loss  a  system 
of  the  service  which  is  fatally  uaioond  may  reason- 
ably be  held  responsible." 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  commission  do  not 
undertake  ibferentially  to  agree  to  the  propo- 
sition as  to  the  quantum  of  loss  that  there  is. 
On  the  contrary  they  say  that  it  is  not  capable 
of  being  ascertained,  and  they  only  inform  the 
President,  as  one  reason  why  he  should  carry 
out  the  law  of  Congress,  that  it  is  stated  by 
people  who  make  flgures  a  part  of  their  busi- 
ness that  there  is  so  much.  They  say,  "  we 
cannot  tell  whether  there  is  or  not;  but  what- 
ever there  may  be,  be  it  more  or  less,  is  prob- 
ably referable  is  some  degree  to  the  system,  as 
well  as  to  other  circumptances  which  are  beyond 
the  control  of  any  system.''  Now,  I  think  so 
much  is  due  to  this  commission. 

Mr.  MORTON.  My  friend  will  allow  me  to 
say  that  I  expressly  stated  that  the  commis- 
sion did  not  make  the  statement  on  their 
anthority,  but  said  it  was  made  by  those  who 
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is  informed  that  there  is  no  report  accompany- 
ing the  bill. 

lir.  PECK.  I  have  a  report  here,  and  I 
ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  report  was  read.  It  sets  forth  that 
Oliver  P.  Jones  was  enrolled  in  company  F, 
one  hundred  and  fifth  Indiana  volunteers,  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1868,  to  serve  for  nine  aays 
as  a  militiaman,  and  was  killed  on  the  14th 
of  Jnly,  1868,  io  the  Morgan  raid.  The  com- 
mittee state  that  the  case  is  well  made  out,  but 
was  rejected  at  the  Pension  Office,  because  the 
company  were  not  regularly  mustered-  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PECK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADTBRSB  REPORT. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported adversely  upon  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Oechslin,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, widow  of  Meinrad  Oechslin,  private 
in  company  E,  twenty- seventh  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  who  was  drowned  on  June  16 
or  16,  1861,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

WILLIAM  H.  BRIDGSd. 

Mr.  SPEIER,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  back  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  712)  granting  a  pension  to 
William  H.  Bridges,  wiui  a  recommendation 
that  the  same  do  pass. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  {}lace  upon  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  limitations  and  provisions 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  William  H. 
Bridges,  late  a  private  in  compuny  A,  four- 
teenth regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers,  and 
pay  him  a  pension  from  the  passage*  of  this 
act. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MART  WADM. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  same 
committee,  also  reported  abill  fH.  R.  No.  1066) 
granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Wade;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tarv  of  the  Interior  to  place  upon  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  Mary  Wade, 
of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  the  mother  of 
Jennv  Wade,  who  was  killed  while  baking 
bread  for  the  Union  soldiers,  and  to  pay  her 
a  pension  at  the  rate  of  eight  dolmrs  per 
month,  from  July  8,  1868,  the  date  of  her  said 
daughter's  death,  to  continue  during  the 
widowhood  of  the  said  Mary  Wade,  she  hav- 
ing  been  dependent  for  support  on  her  said 
dfuighter. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SrEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ANN  Q.  BARKKR. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  same 
committee,  also  reported  a  bill  ( H.  R.  No.  1067) 


granting  a  pension  to  Ann  G.  Barker ;  which 
was  read  a  nrst  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tarvof  the  Interior  to  place  upon  the  pension- 
roll  the  name  of  Ann  G.  Barker,  widow  of 
Thomas  Barker,  late  captain  in  the  first  regi- 
ment of  United  States  infantry,  at  the  rate  of 
ten  dollars  per  month,  for  the  period  com- 
mencing November  14, 1889,  and  ending  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1858,  the  former  date  being  that  of 
her  husband's  death,  and  the  latter  that  on 
which  her  name  was  placed  on  the  pension- 
roll. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  would  like  to 
hear  some  explanation  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Let  the 
report  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Peosioni  submit  the 
following  report  upon  the  application  of  Ann  G. 
Barker,  widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Barker,  first 
rejnmeat  United  States  infantry: 

The  husband  of  the  petitioner.  Captain  Thomas 
Barker,  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the  line  of  his 
duty,  in  the  swamps  of  Florida,  on  14th  November, 
1839.  Under  the  general  act  of  Congress,  approved 
February  3. 1853,  the  petitioner  has  received  a  pen- 
sion from  that  date,  and  she  now  asks  that  a  pension 
be  granted  to  her  from  the  death  of  her  husband, 
14th  November.  1839.  up  to  3d  February,  1853.  And 
in  support  of  this  reqaeet.  she  .refers  to  numerous 
instances  in  which  Congress,  in  precisely  similar 
cases,  provided  that  the  pension  should  commence 
from  the  date  of  the  husband's  death.  On  30th  July, 
1853,  Congress  passed  an  act  granting  a  pension  to 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  Armistead,  widow  of  General  Walker 
K.  Armistead,  dating  it  from  the  time  of  his  death, 
November  1, 1845.  A  nd  by  the  act  of  26th  February. 
1853,  the  pension  granted  to  Mrs.  Elisabeth  V .  Lomax 
wajt  changed  to  commence  27th  March,  1842. 

Many  other  instances  might  be  cited  to  show  the 
action  of  Congress  in  dealing  with  ai>pIication8  of 
this  kind,  but  the  principle  itself  is  just  of  dating 
the  pension  from  the  time  of  death,  and  in  the  case 
now  in  hand  there  are  many  circumstances  which 
appeal  strongly  to  the  generosity  of  Congress.  Mrs. 
Barker  is  quite  old  and  needy;  her  grandfather 
was  an  officer  in  the  Bevolution:  her  father  was  an 
officer  in  the  Indian  wars  under  Wayne  and  St. 
Clair,  and  her  son  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the 
war  isr  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  Thu?. 
husband,  son,  father,  and  grandfather  rendered 
faithful  service  to  the  country  in  the  hour  of  its 
trial,  and  two  of  them  lost  their  lives  from  disease 
contracted  in  the  Army.  In  view  of  the  action  of 
Congress  in  other  cases  of  this  kind,  of  the  strong 
claim  which  the  petitioneir  has  upon  the  gratitude 
of  the  nation,  and  of  her  present  needy  condition, 
the  passage  of  a  bill  granting  her  a  pension,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month  from  14th  November, 
1839,  to  3d  February,  1853,  is  earnestly  recommended. 

R.  M.  SPEER. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  not  much 
heart  to  say  anything  about  this  or  any  other 
pension  bill.  But  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  what  is  involved  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  Here  is  a  person  who  has 
been  upon  our  pension-roll  for  nineteen  years 
already,  and  is  now  drawing  a  pension.  The 
proposition  of  this  bill  is  to  give  her  a  pension 
for  fourteen  years  more,  running  back  from 
1858  to  1839.  That  is  in  accordance  with  the 
general  pension  bill  reported  from  this  same 
committee  yesterday,  proposing  to  date  all 
persons  back  to  the  time  when  the  death  or 
disability  occurred. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  yesterday  I  stated 
as  a  rough  estimate  that  I  had  no  doubt  the 
bill  then  passed  would  take  twenty  million 
dollars  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  gentle- 
man will  permit  me  to  say  that  the  bill  passed 
yesterday  applies  only- 
Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
will  excuse  me  till  I  |^et  through.  We  are  now 
taking  up  the  specific  case  of  a  person  who 
has  been  for  nineteen  years  receiving  a  pen- 
sion, and  we  propose  to  add  fourteen  more 
years  by  a  simple  act  of  this  kind.  Six  or 
seven  of  these  bills  have  been  passed  through 
this  morning  without  anybody  being  heard  five 
minutes  in  debate,  and  without  their  being 
voted  for  by  two  members  or  against  by  one. 
I  ask  the  House  to  vote  this  bill  down. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  entirely  misapprehends  the 
effect  of  the  pension  bill  passed  in  this  House 


yesterday.  That  bill,  by  its  express  terms, 
applies  only  to  the  soldiers  of  the  war  for  the 
suppression  of. the  rebellion. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Certainly ;  tod 
there  are  now  about  one  hundred  and  seveo^* 
five  thousand  on  the  rolls  to  whom  the  bill 
would  apply. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  TheUdyfor 
whose  relief  this  bill  is  desired  is  the  widow 
of  a  soldier  who  lost  his  life  in  the  Florida  war, 
and  hence  her  case  is  not  reached  at  all  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  passed  yesterday. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  Congress  in  precisely  similar  cases  to  date 
the  pension  from  the  time  of  the  death.  Con- 
gress has  done  this  in  repeated  instances;  and 
even  when  special  bills  have  been  passed  datioi; 
the  pension  from  the  passage  of  the  act,  bills 
have  subsequently  been  introduced  and  passed 
changing  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
pension,  and  dating  it  back  to  the  death  of  the 
party.  Now,  why  should  an  exceptioa  be 
made  in  this  case?  Here  is  a  widow  whose 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolotionarj 
war,  whose  father  and  husband  were  soldiers 
in  the  Indiaa  war,  and  whose  son  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion. She  is  now,  I  believe,  over  eightv  yevs 
old,  and  fs  feeble  and  dependent.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  proposes  to  give 
her  a  pension  of  only  ten  dollars  a  mooth, 
instead  of  what  she  ought  to  have,  twen^-five 
dollars  a  month,  from  the  time  of  the  death  of 
her  husband  up  to  the  passage  of  the  general 
law  in  1858.  The  bill  is  just;  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  repeated  precedents  of  Congress, 
and  I  trust  this  House  will  pass  it.  It  has  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to 
me  that  in  acting  upon  bills  of  this  character, 
we  should  act  with  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  principle  involved.  It  is  true,  as  has 
been  stated  here,  that  during  the  last  Congress 
both  pension  committees  of  this  House  iora- 
riably,  I  think,  reported  against  bills  like  this, 
granting  back  pensions.  Constant  applications 
are  made  to  both  committees — the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of 
1812,  and  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions— 
for  arrears  of  pensions  or  back  pensions  in 
cases  like  this ;  and  it  is  always  urged  that 
the  parties  asking  this  relief  are  old,  infirm. 
and  in  great  need,  and  that  the  gratuity  will 
^*  smootbe  their  way  to  the  ^ve.  There  is 
no  doubt,  of  course,  of  this  fact.  There  is 
no  doubt,  of  course,  that  a  gratuity  or  pension 
-j  of  this  sort  would  be  a  pecuniary  benefit  to  the 
person  receiving  it.  But  that,  as  an  argument 
by  itself,  is,  it  seems  to  me,  no  reason  why  we 
should  grant  such  applications. 

The  policy  which  both  Houses  of  Congress 
have  acted  upon  is  that  these  arrears  of  p^* 
sions  or  back  pensions  shall  not  be  granted; 
and  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  that  if  Uiey  are  to  be  granted 
it  should  be  done  by  a  general  law.  Let  it  be 
understood,  when  applications  for  pensions  are 
made  before  these  committees,  that  the  pen- 
sion^ if  granted,  is  to  date  from  the  time  when 
the  injury  was  received,  or,  in  the  case  of  » 
widow,  from  the  period  of  the  death.  Let  the 
pension  go  back  in  all  cases ;  for  it  is  qo»te 
as  just  in  one  case  as  another.  The  fact  that 
the  party  applying  is  in  j)Overty  and  distress 
does  not  aaa  at  all  to  the  justice  of  the  claim » 
although  it  may  operate  as  a  stronger  appeal 
to  our  sympathies. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  only  desire  to 
say  one  word  further.  ,  , . 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  will  yield 
to  the  gentleman  for  one  minute.  ,  ,. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  lonly  wanthalf 
a  minute.  The  bill  which  passed  yesterday, 
and  which  I  tried  to  get  the  House  U)  con- 
sider, I  find  since  is  an  old  customer  in  tms 
House.  It  was  here  three  times  before,  the 
first  time  in  1864,  when,  after  deliberate  exam- 
ination, it  was  rejected,  and  twice  since  then  it 
has  been  considercnl  and  r^ected.    Notwiin- 
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Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  report  in  this  case. 

The  report  was  read.  From  it  it  appears 
that  Captain  Gavea  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice on  the  22d  of  November,  1861,  and  dis* 
charged  on  the  22d  of  November,  1864.  He 
died  on  the  8th  of  February,  1866.  The  com- 
mittee state  t^iat  the  proof  of  the  support  by 
the  son  and  the  dependence  upon  him  by  the 
mother  is  clear  and  satisfactory,  but  the  appli^ 
cation  was  rejected  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  on  the  ground  that  the  proof  did  not 
satisfv  him  that  the  disease  of  which  the  sol  - 
dier  died  was  contracted  in  the  service.  The 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  clearly 
proved  that  when  he  entered  the  Army  he  was 
a  healthy  man,  and  that  when  he  was  dis- 
charged his  health  was  broken,  and  continued 
growing  worse  until  his  death. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  aSMnd 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  ^^from  the 
8th  day  of  February,  1866,  and,"  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  **from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  and  to  continue." 

Mr.  8PEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  hope  that 
amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment; 
and  there  were — ayes  68,  noes  16;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Garfield,  of 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  Spber,  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  seventy- nine,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  believe  the 
morninghonr  has  expired. 

The  SPB  AKERpro  tempore.  What  motion 
has  the  gentleman  to  make?  The  morning 
hour  will  continue  until  a  motion  of  a  higher 
privilege  shall  be  made. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then,  if  this 
bill  is  to  pass,  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question.  I  understand  that  the  only 
point  in  this  case,  as  reported  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  is  that  in  the  judgment  of 
the  committee  this  man  was  sound  when  he 
went  into  the  Army.  Now,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensibns  there  is  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  show  whether  the  man 
received  his  disability  in  the  Army  or  was 
unsound  and  had  incurred  his  disability  before 
he  went  in.  Sir,  I  do  not  quite  see  that  liiis 
House  is  competent  to  decide  medical  ques- 
tions of  that  sort.  The  case  has  gone  through 
the  Pension  Office,  and  they  have  rejected 
it  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  has 
failed  to  convince  the  Commissioner  that  in 
this  case  the  disability  was  incurred  in  the 
Army.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  say,  out 
of  hand,  that  the  Pension  Office  was  wrong  in 
this  decision,  and  that  the  man  was  sound 
when  he  went  into  the  Army  and  did  get  his 
disability  there.  I  do  not  see  any  sufficient 
evidence  of  that  fact.  It  is  simply  said  in  the 
report  that  the  committee  think  the  man  was 
sound  when  he  went  into  the  Army.  Now,  if 
we  are  going  to  override  the  action  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  all  cases  of 
this  sort,  we  may  override  them  until  dooms- 
day, and  all  such  cases  need  simply  be  appealed 
to  us  to  override  his  action.  1  hope  the  bill 
will  not  pass. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  wish  to  say  in  reference  to 
overruling  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  that 
we  would  never  have  a  case  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pensions  if  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  should  be  final  in  all 
cases  and  should  never  be  overruled. 

Now,  the  statement  that  we  simply  give  our 
individual  opinion  as  to  the  disability  of  this 
man  is  not  a  correct  statement.  The  medical 
testimony  is  absolute  that  the  man  was  received 
into  the  service  by  the  examining  sureeons 
as  a  sound  man.  If  they  made  a  mistake  in 
examining  him  and  admitting  him  into  the 
service,  they  have  no  right  afterward  to  turn 
ronnd  and  say  that  he  was  an  unsound  man 
at  the  time  he  was  admitted  into  Uie  service. 


They  passed  upon  his  case,  and  said  that 
when  they  took  him  into  the  service  he  was  a 
sound  man ;  and  the  proof  is  overwhelming 
that  he  was  a  sound  man  when  he  went  into 
the  service.  There  is  nothing  irregular  in  the 
case.  This  is  the  claim  of  a  poor  widow,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  some  satisfaction  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  who  is  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  [Mr.  Gar- 
field,] to  find  that  by  taxing  a  poor  widow 
he  has  saved  a  few  dollars  to  the  Treasury. 
Mr.  POTTER.     I  desire  to  address  an  in- 

?uiry  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
nvalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  MOORE.     Very  well. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
in  this  case  the  Committee  on  Pensions  had 
before  them  evidence  additional  to  that  before 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions? 

Mr.  MOORE.  They  had  parole  evidence; 
medical  testimony  in  abundance. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Other  than  that  which  was 
before  the  Committee  on  Pensions  who  passed 
upon  this  case  ? 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  cannot  say  positively  in 
reference  to  that.  My  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee, the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Speer  J  can  state  about  that 

Mr.  JPOTTER.  I  wish  this  information,  and 
I  therefore  address  my  inauiry  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Speer,]  to  whom 
I  am  referred  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  ask  him  whether  the  committee  had 
other  evidence  before  them  in  support  of  this 
claim  than  that  which  had  been  before  the 
Commissioner  who  passed  upon  this  case? 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  In  reply  to 
the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Potter,]  I  have  this  to  say:  I  do  not 
know  what  evidence  was  before  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions.  I  do  not  know  whether 
we  had  precisely  the  same  evidencct  or  whether 
we  had  additional  evidence,  or  what  we  had. 
We  had  evidence  to  satisfy  us  that  this  was  an 
honest  claim,  and  that  was  enough. 

Mr.  POTTER.  One  other  question.  Was 
there  anything  to  prevent  this  applicant  going 
before  tne  Commissioner  of  Pensions  the  sec- 
ond time  if  he  had  additional  evidence  to  offer 
in  support  of  his  claim  ? 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  There  was 
nothing  at  all  to  prevent  it  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Then  we  come  right  back, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  point  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield.]  A  person 
whose  claim  has  oeen  examined  and  rejected 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  without  new 
evidence,  and  without  reapplying  to  the  Com- 
missioner, comes  before  this  House  and  asks 
ua.to  review  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  in  a  case  in  which,  if  the  facts 
claimed  are  established,  the  law  provides  for  a 
pension.  For  one,  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  so. 
This  is  not  a  case  of  new  facts;  it  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  one  who  cannot  have  a  new  hearing  of 
his  case,  but  simply  a  question  whether  this 
House  shall  sit  in  review  of  the  judgment  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions.  Now,  I  do 
not  believe  that  is  our  duty. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Then  there  would 
be  no  necessity  for  a  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  know  nothing  more  of 
the  facts  in  this  case  than  what  I  have  heard 
here,  but  I  shall  favor  this  bill.  Such  cases 
as  these  show  that  we  should  enlarge  the  law ; 
that  an  amendment  of  the  law  to  this  extent 
should  prevail ;  that  the  death  of  a  soldier  or 
sailor  in  the  service  should  be  deemed  to  be 
death  by  reason  of  service,  unless  brought 
about  by  his  own  act.  I  have  offered  several 
times  an  amendment  of  that  character,  and 
hope  before  long  some  such  amendment  will 
be  enacted  into  law. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  ac- 
cepts an  enlisted  man,  the  surgeon  first  pro- 
nouncing him  a  sound  man,  fit  to  enter  the 
service  of  his  country.  Then,  later  on,  when 
the  man  dies,  and  his  widow  or  child  or 
mother  applies  to  obtun  some  slight  reward  for 


his  services,  the  Government  sets  op  a  defense 
that  the  man  was  unsound  when  he  entered 
the  service,  notwithstanding  the  report  of  the 
examining  surgeon  when  he  enlisted.  Now,  I 
say  that  when  men  perform  their  duty  yon 
shall  not  trace  them  back  previous  to  their 
enlistment,  and  allege  that  the  examining  snr- 
geon  who  allowed  them  to  enter  the  service 
did  not  perform  his  duty.  His  act  of  taking 
them  is  an  equitable  estoppel  to  any  sa<£ 
plea.  I  know  a  case,  and  there  are  thousands 
similar,  of  men  hale  and  hearty  when  they  en- 
tered the  service — I  know  the  case  of  a  strong 
and  healthy  soldier  who,  from  sleeping  on 
the  damp  ground,  exposed  to  the  night  and 
cold  ana  rain,  in  a  very  brief  time  became 
consumptive  and  died.  When  a  pension  was 
applied  for,  some  erudite  surgeon — I  do  not 
care  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Pension  Office — 
discovered  that  he  had  pulmonary  symptoms, 
nr  some  of  his  family  had,  before  he  entered 
the  service,  and  so,  under  these  harsh  nilings, 
his  widow  went  penniless.  Now,  when  we 
receive  these  men  into  the  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  they  are  pronounced  sound,  hale 
men  ;  when  they  have  laid  down  their  lives  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  let  us  not  here  re- 
fuse to  give  to  their  families  what  is  their  just 
due,  because,  forsooth,  it  is  found  or  suspected 
after  their  death  that  there  were  pulmonary 
symptoms,  or  symptoms  of  some  other  disease 
about  them  when  they  enlisted.  I  have  already 
said  an  exception  can  be  made  where  death 
is  brought  about  by  the  party^s  own  act,  by 
suicide,  by  drunkenness,  or  the  willfxil  con- 
cealment of  any  organic  or  other  diseases,  the 
proof  of  which  can  readily  be  obtained. 

I  contend  thatthisisajustcase;  and  further, 
that  we  should  pass  a  general  law,  which,  in 
^the  respect  now  under  debate,  shall  do  justice 
to  those  who  go  forth  to  serve  the  Government, 
expecting  the  Government  to  stand  by  them 
and  their  families. 

Mr.  MOORE,  I  yield  for  a  moment  to  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Matva&i),]  who 
wishes  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  inqaire  whether 
the  proof  in  this  case  shows  that  the  soldier 
cajne  to  his  death  by  .reason  of  disease  con- 
tracted while  in  the  service? 

Mr.  MOORE.  It  does ;  and  I  think  that  the 
opinion  of  nine  men  on  a  judicious  committee, 
as  we  trust  we  are,  is  entitled  to  as  much  re- 
spect in  reviewing  testimony  as  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and 
that  every  single  member  of  the  committee  is 
as  cooopetent  to  pass  upon  these  c[uestions  as 
is  the  Commissioner.  Here  is  a  citizen  of  the 
Government  appealing  to  this  Congress,  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  for  relief  upon 
the  merits  of  his  case ;  and  I  care  not  what 
naay  have  been  the  decision  of  Uie  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions. 

I  yield  to  my  colleague  [Mr.  Fabksworth.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  con- 
cur  in  the  sngjgestion  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
MooRE,]  that  m  the  judgment  of  this  House 
the  action  of  our  fellow-members  constitut- 
ing a  committee  of  this  body  should  weigh 
quite  as  much  as  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner ;  nay,  even  more.  For  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  the  letters  disposing  of  these  cases 
are  signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
without  being  read  by  him.  The  case  is  not 
considered  bv  him  at  all,  but  is  determined  and 
adjudicated  by  some  clerk.  I  had  a  case  of 
that  sort  the  other  day.  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  rendering 
a  most  extraordinary  decision,  declaring  that 
the  heirs  of  a  certain  man  were  not  entitled  to 
a  pension.  1  went  directly  up  to  the  Pension 
Office,  and  it  appeared  on  mquiry  that  the 
Commissioner  knew  nothing  about  the  case. 
The  documents  had  not  been  before  him,  and 
he  did  not  even  remember  the  case.  Some 
clerk  had  passed  his  judgment  upon  it,  and 
the  actinfi"  Commissioner,  supposing  it  was  all 
right,  had  signed  a  letter  emoodving  the  decis- 
ion.   That  decision  was  reversed  in  a  moment, 
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INSPBOTION  OF  8TKAM  TB88BL8 

Mr.  SHELLABABGER,  by  uaaDimoos  con* 
sent,  sabmitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  ajueed  to : 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Troasary  be 
directed  to  eommanioate  to  this  House  all  informa- 
tion in  the  possession  of  his  Department  showing 
the  whole  number  of  steam  vessels  safaJQpt  to  the 
inspection  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  years 
1868, 1869. 1870.  and  1871,  stating  these  years,  sever- 
ally, the  tonnage  of  sach  vessels,  the  number  thereof 
which  in  each  of  said  years  were  lost  or  injured  by 
accident,  the  number  of  persons  who  were  injured 
or  lost  their  lives  by  such  accidents,  and  the  amount 
of  property  thereby  lost;  and  that,  in  reporting  the 
facts  iforesaid,  he  state  the  portion  of  said  vessels, 
tonnage,  accidents,  and  losses  which  were  upon 
waters  which  flow  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  also  of 
those  upon  the  lakes,  those  upon  the  other  rivers 
than  those  flowing  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  those 
upon  our  coast. 

F.  P.  SAWYER. 

Mr.  CONNEB.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  ask  its  consideration  at  the  present 
time: 

Whereas  F.  P.  Sawyer  is.  and  has  been  for  some 
time  past,  carrying  the  United  States  mails  upon  cer- 
tain routes  in  the  State  of  Texas  and  the  Indian 
territory,  by  special  arrangement  with  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  whereas  the  said  F.  P.  Sawyer  is 
receiving  from  the  Government  as  a  compensation 
for  said  service  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than 
was  asked  by  other  responsible  bidders  for  the  same 
service ;  and  whereas  the  said  F.  P.  Sawyer  has.  in 
many  instances,  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
this  special  arrangement,  by  negleotini[  to  perform 
good  and  faithful  service ;  and  whereas  it  is  believed 
that  he  has  imposed  upon  the  Postmaster  General  by 
false  representations,  and  that,  as  a  consequence,  the 
greater  portion  of  his  contracts  are  **  jobs,^'  whereby 
the  Government  is  defrauded  annually  out  of  large 
■sums  of  money:  Therefore. 

Retolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers of  this  House  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to 
investigate  frauds  in  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papexv.  and  that  the  payment  of  all 
claims  due  the  said  F.  P.  Sawyer  for  alleged  services 
as  a  mail  contractor  be  suspended  pending  the  report 
of  said  committee. 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  The  same  sobiect 
is  already  before  the  Committee  on  the  rost 
Office  and  Post  Boads,  under  the  direction  of 
the  House  to  make  investigations  into  these 
contracts. 

Mr.  CONNEB.  The  gentleman  does  not 
object  to  my  resolution? 

Mr.  TWICHELL.    I  object  to  it 

Mr.  CONNEB.     I  would  like  to  make  this  | 
statement)  that  every  allegation  charged  in  the 
resolution  I  am  prepared  to  establish. 

Mr.  BAND  ALL.  Then  send  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boads. 

Mr.  CONNEB.    Oh,  no. 

UNITED  STATES  STBAMBR8  ON  THE  LAKBS. 

Mr.  CONGEB,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House,  first,  what  United 
States  marine  steamers  have  been  employed  upon 
the  lakes  during  the  past  season,  with  the  duties  i^id 
services  performed,  the  extentof  the  cruising  ground, 
and  the  aggregate  distances  sailed  by  each  vessel 
respectively ;  second,  what,  if  any.  assistance  has 
been  rendered  to  vessels  aground  or  in  distress,  and 
to  their  passengers,  crews,  and  cargoes ;  third,  what 
assistance,  if  any,  has  been  rendered  in  relieving 
sufferers  by  fire  in  the  lake  region,  or  in  the  trans- 
portation of  clothing  and  supplies  for  the  relief  of 
such  sufferers:  fourth,  the  condition  and  efficiency 
of  each  of  such  vessels  at  the  present  time ;  fifth, 
whether  any  and  what  repairs  or  rebuilding  of  such 
vessels  is  considered  necessary  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  service  during  the  coming  season ;  sixth,  whether 
any  of  such  vessels  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  service. 

REMOVAL  OP  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  WHITELEY.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  introduce  for  action  at  this  time  a  bill 
for  the  relief  from  political  disabilities  of 
Herschell  B.  Johnson  and  Jack  Browuj  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.  I  hope  the  House  will  per- 
mit the  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  MEBCUB.    I  object. 

Mr.  WHITELEY.  I  am  sure,  if  I  can  be 
allowed  to  make  a  statement,  no  gentleman 
will  object. 

The  SPEAEEB  pro  iempwre.  Is  there  ob- 
jection to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  making 
a  brief  statement?    The  Chair  hears  none. 


Mr.  WHITELEY.  I  first  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  removes  all  legal  and 
political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  from  Herschell 
B.  Johnson,  of  Jefferson  county,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  Jack  Brown,  of  Sumter  county, 
in  said  state. 

Mr.  WHITELEY.  There  is  a  petition  filed 
for  each  of  these  applicants.  They  are  high- 
toned,  liberal  men,  and  when  I  say  that  for  one 
opposed  to  the  Bepublican  party  I  sa^  a  great 
deal.  Ex-  Governor  Johnson's  history  is  known 
to  the  country.  He  was  a  Douglas  man  be- 
fore the  war,  and  the  candidate  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent upon  the  Douglas  ticket.  He  was  an 
opponent  of  secession,  and  as  such  was  elected 
to  the  State  convention  of  Georgia.  I  had 
the  honor  to  follow  his  lead  in  that  struggle. 
Since  that  hour  he  has  been  a  consistent  Union 
man,  and  to-day  stands  as  one  of  the  most 
liberal  and  high-toned  politicians  in  the  South. 
Can  I  say  more,  and  need  I  say  more  to  secure 
the  passage  of  this  bill  by  the  House?  I  hope 
not. 

Mr.  SHANES.    I  object  to  the  bill. 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURTS. 

Mr.  McCBABY.  As  I  shall  not  be  in  my 
seat  on  Mondav,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  reference. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  the  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  1072)  to  fix  the  times  for  the  holding  of  the 
United  States  circuit  courts  in  the  eighth  cir- 
cuit was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ELECTION  CONTEST — m'kENZIS   VS.  BRAXTON. 

Mr.  McCBABY.  I  rise  to  a  Question  of 
privilege.  I  call  up  the  report  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  in  the  contested-election 
case  of  Lewis  McEenzie  against  Elliott  M. 
Braxton,  and  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows : 

Rewlvedf  That  Elliott  M.  Braxton  was  duly  elected 
as  Bepreseotative  in  CongreM  from  the  seventh  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  and  is  entitled  to  retain  his  seat  as 
such. 

Mr.  McCBABY.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. I  have  heard  no  intimation  from  any 
source  that  there  is  a  desire. to  discuss  the 
report  If  there  is  any  desire  on  the  part  of 
any  gentleman  who  wishes  to  oppose  the  reso- 
lution to  make  any  remarks  upon  it,  I  do  not 
myself  desire  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
discussion.  [After  a  pause.]  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  onlered ;  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CONGRESSIONAL  QLOBE. 

Mr.  BOOSEVELT,  by  unanimous  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted : 

Re^ohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  House  the 
amount  of  money  paid  to  the  Qlobe  print(  rs  daring 
the  past  ten  years  for  printing  and  adrcrtising  for 
the  two  Houses  of  Congr< 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  MOOBE.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
for  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  to 
continue  making  their  reports  to-day. 

Mr.  GABFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  object. 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  I  move  that  the 
House  now  adjourn,  unless  some  gentleman 
desires  to  address  the  House  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  BAND  ALL.  With  the  understanding 
that  no  further  business  be  transacted  to-day. 

Pending  the  motion  to  adjourn, 

LEAVE  or  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  COMINGO  was  granted  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  three  dajs. 


WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  HABMEB  obtained  unanimeus  conaent 
to  have  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  William  S.  MitchelL 

Mr.  McCOBMICE,  of  Blissouri,  obtained 
unanimous  consent  to  have  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  House  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  H.  A.  Cooksey. 

The  question  was  then  taken  aponlhe  motion 
to  adjourn  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Accordingly  (attwo  o'clock  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned.  

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  ^.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ACKEB :  The  petition  of  envel- 
ope manufacturers,  printers,  and  stationers  of 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  man- 
ufacturing and  selling  of  envelopes  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government  through  the  Post  Office 
Department,  &c. 

By  Mr.  AMES:  The  {petition  of  William 
Mason  and  870  others,  of  Taunton,  Massa- 
chusetts, for  an  alteration  of  the  duties  on 
machinery  imported  that  shall  better  protect 
the  American  machinest  and  laborer. 

By  Mr.  ABTHUB:  The  petition  of  Messrs. 
J.  T.  Sullivan  &  Brother,  ana  Senour  &  Simsall, 
and  sundry  others,  citizens  of  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky, for  a  uniform  rate  of  tax  on  all  descrip- 
tions of  tobacco  entering  the  market  for  con- 
sumption at  the  rate  of  sixteen  cents  per  pound. 

By  Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  Tennessee:  The  peti- 
tion of  Nancy  Crawford,  widow  of  George  W. 
Crawford,  late  a  private  in  the  second  Ten- 
nessee  volunteers,  praying  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  COTTON :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  accompanied  by  a 
draft  of  a  bill,  praying  the  establishment  of 
certain  post  roads. 

By  Mr.  ELY :  The  petition  of  921  retmU 
cigar  dealers  in  New  York,  for  relief  from  the 
irregularities  and  injustice  of  the  revenue  laws. 

By  Mr.  FABNSWOBTH:  The  remon- 
strance of  J.  A.  N.  Buck  and  others,  citizeoa 
of  Aurora,  Illinois,  against  any  moaification 
of  the  tarifi"  upon  iron,  Ac,  and  asking  that 
tea  and  coffee  be  placed  upon  the  free  list 

By  Mr.  HANCOCK:  The  petition  of  Chariea 
Nordhausen,  of  Texas,  praying  compensation 
for  cotton  and  teams  taken  from  him  by  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  at  Brownsville, 
Texas,  in  1868. 

B^  Mr.  KELLOGG:  The  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Douglas  and  others,  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  for  relief  from  tax  on  savings 
banks. 

By  Mr.  KETCH  AM:  The  petition  of  Judge 
Joseph  G.  Palen,  chief  justice  of  NewM^co, 
for  relief.  • 

By  Mr.  LAMISON :  The  petition  of  Dixon 
A  Co.  and  others,  of  Kenton,  Ohio,  in  relation 
to  the  tax  and  licenses  imposed  on  the  mana- 
facture  and  sale  of  cigars. 

By  Mr.  MANSON  :  The  petition  of  Anna 
Galloway,  Mantie  Bomine,  Mattie  Bomine, 
Sarah  A.  Galloway,  Ella  F.  Brown,  Sarah 
Pagh,  Catharine  Galloway,  Sarah  £.  Crane, 
Sarah  E.  Brown,  Addison  Newbum,  and 
numerous  others,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
Osborn  Prairie,  Fountain  county,  Indiana, 
asking  that  a  law  be  enacted  by  Congress  to 
permit  the  exercise  of  suffrage  bv  the  women 
of  the  United  Statefi  as  of  right  under  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments. 

By  Mr.  MEBCUB:  The  petition  of  Blixa- 
beth  J.  Scott,  of  Washington  city,  praying  an 
increased  pension. 

By  Mr.  PETEBS :  The  petition  of  the 
county  commissioners  and  others,  of  Aroos- 
took county,  Maine,  asking  a  conveyance  to 
said  county  of  a  lot  of  land  lately  occupied 
as  Hancock  barracks. 

By  Mr.  SAWYEB:  The  petiUon  of  Ducha- 
teau  Brothers  and  others,  rectifiers  of  spirits 
at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  asking  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  taxes  on  distilled  spirits. 
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lished,)  I  feel  that  the  claimB  of  the  contest- 
ants, merely  as  individuals,  sink  into  insig- 
nificance in  comparison  to  the  importance  of 
these  other  interests.  It  is  one  of  the  sover- 
eignties of  this  Union,  with  a  population  of 
half  a  million  people,  which  asks  to  be  heard 
on  this  floor.  1  do  not  believe  this  honorable 
body  will  tarn  the  State  of  Arkansas  out  of 
this  House  without  a  hearing,  and  I  know  they 
will  not  when  they  understand  even  a  scintilla 
of  the  evidence  which  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Edwards]  proposes  to  adduce,  and  which  I 
feel  certain,  from  my  personal  familiarity  with 
the  circumstances)  he  can  adduce. 

Now,  sir,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to 
state  some  of  the  evidence  which  he  desires 
to  present,  and  which  he  would  have  adduced 
long  ago  had  he  been  permitted  the  opportun- 
ity to  do  so.  I  ask  special  attention  to  the 
statement  which  I  shall  make,  and  as  to  a  few 
of  the  facts  my  coUea^e  [Mr.  Edwards]  pro- 
poses to  prove,  and  what  I  believe  confidently 
ne  can  prove  even  in  less  than  the  five  days 
which  is  asked  under  the  resolution  I  have  sub^ 
milted.  The  facts  he  proposes  to  show  are  these : 
that  every  one  of  the  coordinate  branches  of 
the  government  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  have 
at  different  times  virtually  decided  this  ques- 
tion in  favor  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  in  favor 
of  his  right  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  It  is  such 
evidence  as  my  colleague  desires  to  present  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  This  very 
fact  indicates  how  much  importance  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Arkansas  will  probably 
attach  to  this  inquiry,  and  to  the  ultimate  de- 
cision of  this  question.  They  have  already 
decided  that  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  has 
he  been  dishonestly  or  corruptly  certified  as  a 
member  of  this  House  but  that  he  is  elected 
to  it  by  the  fair  and  legal  vote  of  the  people. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
on  mandumuSf  had  the  question  of  fraudulent 
elections  in  the  tenth  Assembly  district  of 
Arkansas,  where  the  contestant  received  his 
majority,  if  he  received  it  at  all,  before  them, 
and  they  decided  that  certain  returns  of  elec- 
tion from  that  district,  as  well  as  the  elections 
held  therein,  were  null  and  void.  But  the 
votes  thus  declared  null  and  void  are  counted 
by  contestant  in  making  up  the  majority  he 
claims.  Both  branches  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, on  account  of  contested -election  cases  in 
their  respective  bodies,  were  compelled  also 
to  investigate  the  allej^ed  election  frauds  in 
said  district.  The  findmg  of  these  two  houses 
was  in  accordance  with  that  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  they  solemnly  declared  that  certain 
votes  cast  in  said  district,  and  out  of  which  the 
contestant  proposes  to  make  his  majority,  were 
illegal,  null  and  void. 

Then,  when  the  Executive  of  the  State  came 
canvass  and  count  the  votes,  with  a  view 
to  determining  whether  Mr.  Boles  or  Mr. 
Edwards  was  legally  entitled  to  the  certificate 
of  election,  he  found  in  his  office  two  sets  of 
returns  from  various  precincts  in  said  district. 
Of  course  both  could  not  be  legal,  as  the  law 
authorized  but  one  ballot-box  at  each  precinct. 
How  was  the  Executive  to  determine  this  mat- 
ter? How  was  he  to  determine  which  one  of 
these  returns  should  be  counted?  He  very 
naturally  and  very  justly  followed  the  decision, 
as  I  think,  of  the  supreme  court  and  both 
houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  refused , 
to  count  those  returns  and  votes  which  had 
thus  been  decided  illegal,  null  and  void.  This 
reduded  the  vote  of  Judge  Boles  and  gave  Gen- 
eral Edwards  a  legal  majority;  and  hence 
the  Governor  was  bound  to  issue  to  General 
Edwards  the  certificate,  as  he  did.  General 
Edwards  further  desires  to  prove,  and  I  believe 
can  prove,  that  violence  and  fraud  almost  un- 
heara  of  were  perpetrated  upon  the  ballot-box 
and  at  the  election  in  said  district,  and  which 
fraud  and  violence  resulted  in  giving  Judge 
Boles  the  vote  he  claims. 

This  is  what  General  Edwards  desires  to 
show  to  this  honorable  body;  and  I  will  say 
right  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  leaving  these 


contestants  out  of  consideration,  it  will  be 
difficult  for  the  people  of  Arkansas,  it  will  be 
difficult  for  the  party  in  that  State  to  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  belone,  to  understand  why 
in  this  grand  council  of  the  nation,  on  an 
important  case  involving  the  whole  State  gov- 
ernment, they  should  be  denied  a  hearing.  It 
will  be  difficult  for  me  when  I  return  to  those 
people  to  explain  how  and  why  it  was  an 
opportunity  was  refused  to  Mr.  Edwards  to 
adduce  the  evidence  which  is  so  necessary  to 
the  just  decision  of  this  question.  Therefore 
I  believe  this  honorable  House  will  grant  what 
is  asked  in  the  resolution  which  I  have  just 
introduced.  I  believe  it  is  due  to  my  State. 
I  believe  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  Arkansas, 
due  to  the  judiciary,  due  to  the  Legislature, 
and  due  to  the  executive  department  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas.  We  have  the  evidence* 
and  we  only  ask  the  privilege  of  introducing 
it,  that  this  honorable  body  may  judee  of  the 
merits  of  this  contest.  This  honorable  House 
desires  information,  and  must  have  it  before 
they  can  come  to  a  correct  conclusion  and  do 
themselves  and  the  parties  contestant  justice. 

Without  desiring  to  weary  the  patience  of 
the  House,  I  will  briefly  state  further  that  in 
one  of  the  districts,  which  is  called  *^  the  tenth 
Assembly  district,^'  all  this  trouble  has  arisen. 
It  is  charged  that  corruption  and  fraud  were 
perpetrated  there  in  the  conduct  of  the  elec- 
tion in  said  district,  through  and  by  which  this 
contestant  obtained  his  pretended  majority. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  say  that,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senate  committee  on  elections  in 
my  State,  it  became  my  duty  to  investigate 
this  same  question  of  fraud  and  violence  at 
the  elections  in  said  district,  and  I,  with  the 
balance  of  the  committee,  was  impelled  to 
the  same  conclusion  that  the  supreme  court 
had  previously  arrived  at,  and  as  the  Legisla- 
ture subsequently,  through  a  joint  committee, 
determined  solemnly  by  their  vote. 

Next  the  Governor,  who  now  occupies  the 
distinguished  position  of  United  States  Sena- 
tor, taking  these  precedents,  determined  the 
question  accordingly.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  every  department  of  the  State  govern- 
ment did,  at  different  times  and  under  differ- 
ent circumstances,  decide  that  the  votes  cast 
in  said  district,  and  by  virtue  of  which  Judge 
Boles  claims  his  majority,  were  illegal,  null 
and  void.  The  supren^e  court,  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Governor,  after  careful  investiga- 
tion, all  came  to  the  conclusion,  it  seems,  that 
Mr.  Edwards  is  entitled  to  this  seat ;  and  I 
venture  the  assertion  that  there  is  not  a  single 
gentleman  in  the  United  States  who,  after  in- 
vestigating all  the  facts  of  the  case,  would  not 
come  to  the  same  decision  ;  and  further,  that 
there  is  no  honest  man,  if  he  had  been  acting 
as  Governor,  who  would  not,  had  he  been 
situated  as  Governor  Clatton  was,  who  issued 
a  certificate  to  General  Edwards,  have  decided 
as  he  did.  In  this  particular  district  to  which 
I  have  referred,  at  some  precincts  there  were 
two  ballot-boxes  opened,  and  there  were  two 
returns  made  out  by  two  diferent  sets  of 
judges.  When  they  came  to  the  executive 
office  it  was  impossible  to  tell  which  was 
correct.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Governor 
to  say  that  the  elections  held  at  these  precincts 
were  both  legal.  He  had  to  determine  the 
question,  and  naturally  and  legally,  I  think,  he 
followed  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  and 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

I  will  state  further  that  our  election  law  m 
Arkansas  provides,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
government  shall  appoint  registrars,  and  that 
those  registrars  shall  .appoint  the  judges  of 
the  election.  Those  judges  of  election,  at  eight 
o'clock  a.  m.,  I  believe,  are  to  proceed  to  open 
the  ballot-boxes,  and  if  they  fail  to  perform 
this  requirement  at  said  hour,  then  the  by- 
standers may  proceed  to  elect  judges  from  their 
number  and  proceed  with  the  election. 

But  as  the  law  does  not  determine  whose 
time-piece  shall  indicate  legal  time,  it  is  very 
easy  to  see  how  men  who  want  to  control  the 


ballot-boxes  and  perpetrate  fraad  ean  dis- 
agree as  to  the  precise  time  when  cfght  o'clock 
shall  arrive.  One  man's  watch  indicates  five 
minutes  after  eight,  another's  ten  minutes  past 
eight,  and  another's  fifteen  minutes ;  but  it  will 
be  conceded  that  no  court  would  permit  an 
otherwise  legal  proceeding  to  be  set  aside  from 
such  petty  and  futile  considerations.  But,  sir, 
I  am  informed  that  a  mob,  on  the  night  pre- 
vious to  the  election,  intending  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  feature  of  the  law  as  to  the  hour 
for  opening  the  elections,  stationed  themselves 
at  various  precincts  in  the  district  before 
referred  to,  and  long  before  the  hour  of  eight 
o' clonic  had  arrived,  and  before  the  l^idly 
appointed  judges  were  upon  the  ground,  pro- 
claimed, perhaps  as  early  as  seven  o'clodL. 
that  the  hour  for  opening  the  election  haa 
arrived;  that  the  regular  judges  were  not  pres- 
ent ;  and  proceeded  then  to  elect  a  board  of 
judges,  and  these  judges  took  the  votes  which 
now  are  claimed  as  composing  Mr.  Boles's 
majority.  The  legally  constituted  judges  came 
in  due  time  and  opened  also  their  polls,  except 
where  they  were  prevented  by  violence  of  the 
mob,  as  they  were  in  several  precincts,  as  I 
understand.  Now,  sir,  these  votes  taken  1^ 
this  pretended  board,  elected  by  the  by-stand- 
ers,  are  the  very  votes  decided  to  be  illegal, 
null  and  void  by  the  supreme  court,  l^th 
houses  of  the  Le^slature,  and  necessarily^  at 
a  subsequent  period,  by  the  Governor.  1  am 
informed  that  these  '*by-standers,"  who  pre- 
tended to  elect  these  judges,  were  in  wailing 
at  the  polls  all  the  night  previous,  with  the 
view  of  perpetrating  the  fraud  and  violence 
before  indicated,  xea,  sir,  they  were  on  the 
alert  by  the  dawn  of  day.  And  when  a  few  of 
the  desperate  and  disappointed  leaders  of  the 

Earty  present  said  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock 
ad  arrived,  they  claimed  the  right  to  elect 
iudges.  and  proceeded,  by  hoodwinking  un- 
letterea  voters,  to  take  their  votes,  and  in 
this  way  to  create  a  pretended  majority  for 
their  ticket.  .  If  the  contestant  in  this  case  is 
so  unfortunate  as  to  have  been  the  recipieot 
of  a  number  of  illegal  votes,  so  declared  by 
the  supreme  court  and  by  the  Legislature,  I 
am  sure  I  cannot  help  it. 

Now,  these  are  some  of  the  facts  which  Gen- 
eral Edwards  believes  he  can  prove,  and  hopes 
he  will  be  permitted  to  do  so.  On  the  merits 
of  the  case,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  at  this  time,  but  I  do  ask,  as  a  citizen 
of  Arkansas ;  I  do  ask,  as  one  of  the  people 
of  my  State,  that  the  investigation  be  not 
throttled.  I  ask  that  the  whole  case  may  come 
into  the  House  on  its  merits  and  have  a  fair 
hearing  on  both  sides.  We  only  ask  five  days. 
Will  gentlemen  refuse  us  that  small  request? 
Will  they  say  to  five  hundred  thousand  people 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  **  We  will  not  grant 
you  five  days  to  take  such  testimony  in  the 
city  of  Washington  as  we  may  be  able  to  iut>- 
cure?"  For  we  are  not  asking  to  go  home  to 
the  State  where  they  live  to  take  this  testi- 
monjr.  I  believe  this  House  will  not  refuse 
this  time.  I  know  that  this  testimony  is  needed 
in  order  that  the  question  may  be  determined 
equitably  and  with  justice ;  and  if  the  House 
will  give  us  the  five  davs  we  ask  for,  we  will 
be  perfectiv  content  with  its  decision. 

I  move  tne  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin.  I  have 
a  resolution  which  I  desire  to  offer  as  a  sub- 
stitute. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  imnpore.  The  pre- 
vious question  having  been  demanded,  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin 
would  not  be  in  order,  unless  the  House  should 
second  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Snyder]  to 
withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, that  I  may  offer  my  amendment. 

Mr.  SNYDER.  When  I  understand  what 
the  gentleman's  amendment  is,  I  can  then 
determine  whether  I  should  withdraw  the  de- 
mand for  the  pievioos  question. 


, 
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and  palpable  firaad  has  been  committed,  by 
which  toe  district  has  been  deprived  of  its 
choice,  the  matter  presents  itself  to  my  mind 
in  this  way :  that  the  man  desiring  to  present 
this  grave  charge,  having  been  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  to  take  testimony  by  mistake  of 
counsel,  has  never  had  sach  opportunity  since 
the  sixty  days  expired,  and  now  asks  bat  five 
days  to  make  his  showing.  Unless  reasons 
can  be  given  by  my  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  HoAB,]  or  somebody  else,  why  we 
shoula  not  allow  five  days  to  make  out  so  grave 
a  charge ;  ifnt  can  be  made  out,  the  allowance 
of  sixty  days  being  only  directory  to  the  parties, 
and  not  controlling  upon  this  body^  I  confess 
I  am  inclined  to  favor  this  application  for  five 
days'  time.  When  such  grave  charges  as  these 
are  presented,  it  does  not  look  well  for  us  to 
say  to  the  party  presenting  them,  ^'  You  shall 
not  even  have  five  days'  time  to  make  your 
showing."  Now,  then,  my  question  is  whether 
this  statement  of  the  circumstances,  as  I  have 
detailed  them,  has  any  foundation  in  fact,  or 
whether  the  committee  is  now  prepared  to  neg- 
ative it? 
Mr.  HOAB.    Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  very 

Save  and  interesting  question.  I  hope  the 
ouse  will  give  it  its  attention;  and  when 
that  is  done,  I  hope  I  am  not  too  confident  in 
m^  judgment  in  asserting  that  no  gentleman 
will  have  any  serious  doubt  upon  it.  Before 
answering  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Shellababoer,]  let  me  say  by  way 
of  explanation  that  the  present  application  is 
an  application  for  five  days  to  put  m  evidence 
three  facts,  every  one  of  which  is  totally  im- 
material and  incompetent  as  evidence  in  the 
case.  The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  says 
that  the  House  being  under  the  Constitution 
the  final  judge  of  the  election  of  its  members, 
he  wants  five  days  to  show,  first,  that  a  court 
in  Arkansas  has  determined  that  the  sitting 
member  is  entitled  to  his  seat;  second,  to 
show  that  in  the  Arkansas  Legislature  the 
committee  of  elections,  of  which  the  gentle- 
man was  undoubtedly  a  most  distinguished 
member,  heard  and  decided  the  case;  and 
third,  that  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  also 
heard  the  case  and  decided  it.  These  three 
matters  are  all  that  anvbody  asks  five  days' 
time  to  prove.     Now,  when  it  is  proved 

Mr.  SNYDEB.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  HOAB.  Let  me  nnish  my  sentence, 
and  then  the  gentleman  can  correct  me  if  I 
have  made  any  misstatement.  Now,  should 
these  three  things  be  proved  this  House  would 
instantly  say,  **  We  will  consider,  if  properly 
before  us,  the  evidence  that  these  tribunals  had 
before  them :  but  the  fact  that  they  decided 
one  way  or  the  other  we  will  reject  and  disre- 
gard altogether."  Now,  if  I  have  misstated 
anything,  the  gentleman  may  correct  me. 

Mr.  SNYDEB.  The  resolution  proposes  to 
allow  five  days  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
documentary  evidence  and  such  oral  testimony 
as  he  may  be  able  to  produce  within  that  time. 

Mr.  HOAB.  But  as  to  these  facts,  the  wit- 
nesses are  not  in  Washington ;  they  are  all  in 
Arkansas :  and  it  is  not  pretended  otherwise. 

Mr.  SNYDEB.  The  resolution  provides 
for  taking  the  testimony  of  witnesses  who  may 
be  in  Washington. 

Mr.  HOAB.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  ine 
come  to  the  merits  of  the  general  question, 
and  answer  the  inquiry  put  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Shellabaroeb.I  The  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  agreed  that  the  limitation 
of  time  for  taking  testimony  is  purely  direct- 
ory, not  imperative.  We  agree  a&othat  where 
the  interests  of  justice  are  at  issue,  it  is  a  di- 
rection of  the  slightest  possible  weight,  which 
for  the  sake  of  ascertaining  truth  we  ought  to 
disregard.  The  simple  question,  therefore,  for 
this  House  to  determine  is,  what  is  just? 

Now,  the  facts  are  these:  the  sitting  mem- 
ber came  here  at  the  short  session  in  the  spring, 
and  petitioned  the  House  for  an  extension  of 
time  on  the  ground  that  the  sixty  days  allowed 
by  law  would  be  entirely  consumed  by  his  an- 


tagonist, and  that  he  could  not,  as  he  under- 
stood the  law,  take  testimony  at  the  same  time. 
That  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  informed  the  sitting  member  that  he 
had  the  right  under  the  law  and  the  usages  of 
the  House  to  take  his  testimony  while  the 
testimony  on  the  other  side  was  going  on. 
The  contestant,  as  I  understand,  had  the  cer- 
tificates of  the  local  returning  officers,  showing 
a  majority  in  his  fi&vor.  The  sitting  member's 
case  in  chief  would  consist  of  evidence  to 
overcome  these  certificates.  Now  that  com- 
munication was  a  very  important  one.  It  was 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  its 
official  organ  in  that  regard,  to  the  sitting 
member,  and  as  a  reason  for  not  granting  his 
application. 

Thereupon,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  sitting  mem- 
ber went  nome  to  Arkansas  and  proceeded  to 
forget  it.  The  fiftct  is  not  denied  that  a  clear, 
distinct  statement  was  made  to  him  by  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions last  spring  before  the  sixty  days  had 
elapsed,  and  thereupon  he  went  home  to  Arkan- 
sas and  proceeded  to  forget  it.  He  let  the  sixty 
days  go  bv.  His  antagonist  took  his  evidence, 
and  then  he  let  the  whole  time  go  by  without 
taking  testimony,  trusting  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  at  this  session.  Then  he  came 
in  and  had  a  hearing  for  sixty  days'  extension. 
That  was  reported  on  by  the  committee  and 
the  request  refused  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  then  made  application  for  thirty 
days'  extension,  and  that  was  rejected.  The 
committee  were  of  the  opinion,  if  that  could 
be  granted  without  injustice,  notwithstanding 
these  facts,  they  would  do  it.  But  they  con- 
sidered that  the  contestant  had  some  rights. 
What  will  be  the  effect?  To  allow  thirty 
days  to  go  down  into  Arkansas  and  take  tes- 
timony would  require,  in  the  first  place,  the 
lapse  of  thirty  days.  It  would  require  them  to 
return  the  testimony  from  Arkansas.  Making 
it  up  and  putting  it  in  shape  by  the  officers 
would  require  another  fortnight,  it  would  then 
require  to  be  indexed.  The  parties  would  have 
to  print  their  briefs.  Arguments  would  have 
to  be  made  before  the  committee  and  the  decis- 
ion of  the  committee  made.  At  that  time  we 
should  have  reached  a  period  in  the  session 
when,  with  the  other  business  of  this  House 
and  Uie  other  business  of  this  Committee  of 
Elections,  it  would  be  likely  a  month  before 
we  could  get  the  report  acted  on.  But  sup- 
pose we  got  the  floor,  and  had  the  report 
acted  on  at  once,  what  would  be  the  effect  on 
the  contestant?  Certainly  not  more  than  eight 
or  ten  months  (three  next  winter  and  four  or 
five  this  winter)  would  remain  of  the  sessions 
of  this  House. 

I  suppose  everybody  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  salary  is  to  be  disregarded  in  consid- 
ering the  question  of  the  importance  of  the 
office.  The  importance  of  the  office  is  the 
right  to  represent  the  people  upon  this  floor, 
the  right  to  share  in  the  political  power  of  the 
country,  the  right  to  be  a  member  of  import- 
ant committees,  aiding  in  the  making  of  the 
laws,  and  giving  direction  to  legislation  in  ref- 
erence to  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  to  grant  this 
sitting  member's  prayer  is  to  deprive  the  con- 
testant of  one  third  or  one  half  of  the  matter 
in  dispute.  While  the  contestant  has  been 
guilty  of  no  fault,  the  sitting  member  has  been 
guilty,  or  his  advisers  have,  first,  of  ignorance 
of  the  law,  and  secondly,  of  forgetting  the 
important  communication  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Speaker,  one  word  more,  and  I  will 
be  done.  If  this  were  a  question  in  court 
where  delay  woald  be  brief  it  might  be  proper 
to  grant  this,  but  it  is  virtually  savine  to  the 
sitting  member,  we  give  you  one  third  or  one 
half  of  the  thing  in  dispute.  You  deprive  his 
antagonist  of  it,  not  from  any  fault  of  his 
own,  but  from  two  gross  faults  of  the  sitting 
member  himself. 


It  is  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  introdace,  in 
regard  to  these  lately  disturbed  districts  in  the 
South,  the  same  rule  which  we  apply  to  all 
other  portions  of  the  country.  The  soooer  tbej 
learn  that  they  are  to  be  met  here  with  fixed 
general  rules  of  laws  and  of  jostice  to  be 
applied  to  them  without  distinction  of  party, 
without  regard  to  t>ne  pacty  or  the  other,  tiie 
better  it  will  be  for  them  and  for  us.  It  is  time 
they  should  learn  that  seats  in  this  House  are 
not  to  be  enjoyed  because  one  can  secure  the 
place  through  favoritism  of  the  election  oi- 
cers  or  of  officers  of  the  State. 

Mr.  GABFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman yield  to  me  for  a  question? 

Mr.  HOAB.     Certainly.     . 

Mr.  GABFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  this  request 
for  five  days'  time  be  granted,  I  desire  to  %sk 
the  gentleman  what  will  be  the  amouDt  of  time 
it  will  delay  general  action  ? 

Mr.  HOAB.  The  prayer  is  made  for  time 
to  introduce  new  evidence,  and  the  contestant 
will  be  obliged  to  meet  it  by  going  down  to 
Arkansas  to  procure  rebutting  testimony.  The 
sitting  member  takes  his  testimony  here ;  bat 
the  contestant  will  be  compelled  to  take  his 
testimony  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  I  desire  to  inoaire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hoar]  whether  the  statutes  of  Arkansas  vamt- 
ize  the  Oovernor  of  that  State  to  canvass  the 
votes  and  determine  who  is  elected  ? 

Mr.  HOAB.  The  committee  have  not,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  had  those  statutes  before 
them  in  regard  to  that  question. 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  Is  not  that  of  some 
importance  in  a  determination  of  the  case? 

Mr.  HOAB.  Of  coarse  the  committee  and 
the  House  in  determining  an  election  case  take 
judicial  notice  of  the  laws  of  every  State. 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoib] 
to  say  that  one  of  the  points  which  the  sittug 
mem  ber  desires  to  prove  is  that  the  GoTemor 
canvassed  the  votes  and  found  that  he  was 
elected,  and  the  gentleman  denies  the  mate- 
riality of  th  e  point.  Now,  I  ask  whether  he  has 
the  statutes  of  Arkansas,  and  whether  thej 
authorize  the  Governor  to  canvass  the  votes 
and  determine  who  is  elected? 

Mr.  HOAB.  1  think  the  gentleman  haa  » 
far  misunderstood  my  point.  I  suppose  that 
the  Governor's  certincate  that  the  sitting 
member  was  entitled  to  his  seat  pves  the 
sitting  member  the  prima  facie  right,  sod 
Uie  committee  so  determined,  and  the  sitting 
member  enjoys  his  seat  to-day  by  virtue  of  tnst 
determination.  But  the  proposition  ^"^^jj. 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  on  my  ngbt 
[Mr.  Sntdbr,]  was  that  they  desired  to  g9 
hereafter,  not  in  regard  to  the  p^yi*^,/^ 
right,  but  in  regard  to  the  determination  oi 
the  question  on  iu  merits — on  what  theopmion 
of  the  Governor  was.  . 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  Will  the  genUe- 
man  from  Massachusetts  yield  to  me  for  a  ww 
moments  further  ?  , 

Mr.  HOAB.     What  time  does  thegentlemsn 

require  ? 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTH.  Only  two  or  three 
minutes.  , 

Mr.  HOAB.  I  will  yield  to  the  «entl«mw 
fromElinoi8[Mr.  Fabksworth]  three  m«»ot«« 
after  I  have  made  one  further  remark. 

I  do  not  come  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  *<>  *^"^ 
myself,  or  the  committee  of  which  1  *"^^ 
member,  any  indulgence  or  respect  ••  .  , 
hands  of  the  House  other  than  this:  aw»^J 
when  we  have  couRcientiously  perfo'*°,^^.L!- 
duty  we  are  entitled  to  ask  this  House  w»*V^| 
much  respect  shall  be  paid  to  us,  that  we  sn 
be  heard  in  support  of  the  determination  w 
which  we  have  arrived.  ^     .^, 

Now,  what  is  the  action  which  Uie  siwws 

member  and  his  colleagues  have  ^^'^  -.-jjee 
question  had  been  referred  to  t^^-^^"  ^  j^gd 
not  once,  but  three  times.  And  w^  J Lhen 
indulged  them  with  a  reannimeot,  tnawo 
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ElectioDa.  that  it  would  be  proper  to  allow 
tome  little  time  to  the  sitting  member  to  take 
testimony  in  thia  caie  before  the  hearing  of 
tbe  cue  upon  its  merita.  Tbe  aitling  member 
comet  before  na  with  a  certificate  from  tba 
Gotdruor  of  ArkansM,  which  duly  certifiea 
that  he  baa  been  elected  as  a  Repreaenlaiive 
in  Coogrew  from  one  of  the  diatrictt  of  that 
State.  That  certificate  bears  date  the  20tb 
of  Febmarr,  1871.  I  anderstand,  from  inform- 
ation I  have  at  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, tbattbe  eitlingmember  waa  not  admitted 
upon  that  certtificate,  that  bis  name  was  oot 
placed  bf  the  Clerk  upoo  tbe  roll,  but  that  the 
certificate  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tion!, who  afterward  reported  ihftt  he  vat 
entitled  to  occupy  a  seat  peuding  the  con- 
test; and  npon  the  2lBt  of  March,  lg~l,he  was 
admitted  to  a  teat  in  tbit  Honse.  On  the  'i2d 
of  March  notice  was  served  upon  him  by  Mr. 
Boles  that  he  intended  lo  contest  the  seat;  and 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1871,  within  the  thirty 
days  allowed  by  law,  the  answer  was  served 
in  reply  to  tbe  notice  that  bnd  been  given. 
Immediately  npoo  the  filing  of  tbe  answer  a 
notice  was  served  upon  the  sitting  member  by 
tJie  contestant  of  the  taking  of  testimony  iti 
this  case  under  the  law  allowing  ^ixty  days. 
We  have  before  us  the  record  of  the  conrae 
that  was  parfiued  by  He.  Boles  in  this  case. 
Having  given  this  notice,  he  commenced  taking 
his  depositiont  upon  the  9th  of  May,  and  con- 
cluded them,  if  I  am  correct,  npon  the  last 
day  that  he  was  allowed  by  law— occupying 
all  the  time  that  was  allowed  lo  either  of  the 
partioH  for  the  purpose  of  taking  proof  in  the 

1  hold  in  my  band  the  record,  by  which 
it  will  appear  to  any  gentleman  who  will  ex- 
amine it  that  in  the  notice  served  on  Mr. 
Edwards  there  were  given  over  a  hundred 
DEunet  of  witnesses  whose  teitimony  was  to  be 
taken — witnesses  so  numerous  that  their  tes- 
timony would  probably  have  taken  the  sixty 
days  allowed  by  law  if  the  whole  time,  during 
any  reasonable  hours  of  the  day,  from  the  time 
testimony  was  begnn  to  be  taken  until  the 
close  of  it,  had  been  consumed. 

I  am  aware  that  tbe  law  allows  both  parties 
to  take  their  testimony  during  the  same  period ; 
that  they  may  give  notice  to  each  other,  and 
take  their  testimony  in  different  placen  ;  thai 
consequently  the  sitting  member,  if  he  had  not 
been  igoorant  of  the  law,  could  have  taken 
testimony  while  the  evidence  of  the  contentant 
was  being  taken.  But  I  undertake  to  aay  that 
any  man,  even  though  by  profession  a  law- 
yer, might  with  reason  come  to  a  very  differ- 
ent concluaion  unless  be  had  received  some 
direction  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  or 
some  instruction  from  the  rnles  which  have 
been  establiebed  b;  this  House  with  reference 
to  that  matter. 

Now,  sir,  the  silting  member^  in  the  petition 
which  bas  been  referred  by  this  House  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  states  bis  reasons  for 
asking thesa  few  days.   Instating  these  reasons 
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doae  10,  as  the  prasetioe  ofhia  counsel  waa  required 
at  tho  taking  of  contestant's  evldenee." 

further  than  this,  it  is  stated  that  daring 
a  large  portion  of  Jhe  tim'e  the  sitting  mem- 
ber was  unable  to  take  testimony  In  bis  own 
behalf;  that  by  reason  of  sickness  be  was 
confined  to  his  house.  When  we  take  these 
two  facts  into  consideration 

Mr.  HOAK.  The  fact  of  his  sickness  was 
not  proved. 

Mr.  EAME3.  It  ia  stated  in  tbe  affidavit 
of  tbe  silting  member  that  during  a  large  por- 
tion of  this  time  be  was  sick  and  confined  to 
bis  bonse,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  take  any 
testimony.  Here  are  two  reasons  :  Sfst,  the 
allegation  of  the  sitting  member  that  he  waa 
ignorant  of  the  law  which  allowed  bim  to  take 
loatimony  wlule  that  of  the  contestant  was 
progressing.  In  addition  to  that  he  states 
that  ha  was  advised  by  eminent  legal  counsel 
that  he  bad  no  right wbatevetio  serve anotice 
while  testimony  on  the  other  side  was  being 
taken.  He  asserts  further,  under  oath — and 
he  is  a  member  of  this  House — ibat  he  was 
too  unwell  during  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
to  take  testimony. 

It  was  on  grounds  of  this  kind  that,  as  one 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  I  very  reluc- 
tantly dissented  from  the  opinion  of  the  large 
majority  of  the  committee,  one  other  mem- 
%er  of  the  committee  {Mr.  Tnotus]  being 
with  me  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  am  stiU 
of  precisely  the  same  opinion,  and  I  am  so, 
sir,  because,  in  my  judgment,  it  puts  a  case 
before  this  House  that  commends  itself  to  the 
discretion  of  the  House  for  the  short  time  he 
asks  for  the  purpose  of  taking  this  testimony. 
Nor  does  it  fucnisb  to  my  mind  a  reasonable 
excuse  wby  be  should  not  be  allowed  to  take 
this  testimony  simply  because  of  the  fact  the 
sitting  member  wiil  bold  bta  seat  here  under 
the  certificate  of  the  Oovernor  Arkansas  it 
may  be  ten  or  twenty  or  thirty  days  longer. 

But  for  another  reason  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion I  did.  Witbout  knowing  anything 
about  tbe  political  diiferences  in  Arkansas,  it 
seemed  to  me,  as  a  member  of  tbe  committee, 
that  unless  time  were  allowed  to  tbe  sitting 
member  to  produce  tbe  testimony  wbicb  be 
says  is  necessary  to  his  case,  this  caae  would 
be  tried  upon  evidence  which  is  entirely  ex 

SaTte.  If  ihe  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
AZLETONJ  had  not  inadvertently  stated  that 
(he  Committee  of  Elections  was  unanimous  on 
this  question,  and  my  name  bad  not  been 
brought  before  the  House  as  dissenting  from 
the  report  of  the  committee,  I  would  not  at 
this  time  have  uttered  one  word ;  and  I  only 
slate  these  fac'^  now  in  order  to  pul  myself 
right  before  tbe  House.  As  I  have  said,  I 
think  it  is  proper,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  that  a  short  period  should  be 
allowed  to  the  sitting  member  to  take  evidence, 
BO  that  the  case  may  not  be  decided,  o  a  ex  parte 


Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  i 
will  reply  to  all  that  has  been 
grant  tbe  sitting  member  five  days, 
does  not  introduce  Important  testimony  in  that 
time,  it  will  do  bim  no  good.  If  he  does  intro- 
duce any  important  testimony,  the  conteataat 
will  have  to  go  to  Arkansas  to  get  his  witnesses. 

Tbe  previous  question  waa  seconded  and  tbe 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  first  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hazletom,  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  SN  YDEU  demanded  tbe  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  queiitiun  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
inibealfirmaLivo — yeas  129,  nays4G,  not  voting 
U;  as  follows: 
XBAa— MeKH.  Ambler,  Archer,  Aitbor,  Averill, 
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ler,  George  K.  Harris.  Hawley,  liar.  Gbi 
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R  St.  John. 

Si  I,  TotbilU 

T  *'"^ 
Wood-64. 

So  the  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

During  the  vole, 

Mr.  FRYE  stated  that  his  colleagne,  Mr. 
Ltxch,  was  detained  from  the  Honae*  by  iU- 

On  n 

with. 

Tbe  vote  was  then  announced  u  above 
recorded, 

Tbe  reaolntion,  as  amended,  ma  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wiaconsin,  mo'ved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted ;  and  also  moved  that  tha  motion  to 
reconsider  bo  laid  on  the  table, 

Tbe  latter  motion  waa  agreed  to. 
OKDBR  or  BDBtNESa. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  (wnpore.  Bya  rule  of 
the  House,  the  third  Friday  of  oacb  month, 
from  the  hour  of  two  o'clock  p.  m.  nntil  the 
adjournment  of  that  day,  shall,  when  claimed 
by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, be  devoted  exclnsiTely  to  business  reported 
from  that  committee.  Tbehonr  of  two  o'clock 
baying  arrived,  reports  from  that  committee  are 

DBBT  OF  WA9HIN0T0K  OITT. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the  Commit- 
tee for  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  reported  back, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  with 
sundry  amendments,  the  bill  (H.  R.  Ho.  876] 
to  fund  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Waabington 
eiiating  Juno  1,  1871. 

The  bill  was  read. 

In  its  first  aectiou  it  provides  that  tbe  Gover- 
nor of  the  District  of  Coluribia,  W,  W.  Cor- 
coran, Moses  Kelly,  H.  M.  Sweeny,  and  L.  J. 
Davis,  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  aud  their  successors 
in  office,  are  hereby  authorized  to  fund  the 
debt  of  the  city  of  Washington  wbicb  has  been 
or  may  be  found  to  have  existed  on  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1871,  and  is  now  unpaid ;  and  for  that 
purpose  the  said  commissioners  ore  hereby 
directed  to  issue  registered  or  coupon  bonds 
of  the  said  District  of  Columbia,  in  deuomina- 
tions  of  $100,  or  any  multiple  of  Uiat  som, 
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not  to  exceed  the  amoant  of  said  debt,  bear- 
ing interest  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent,  per 
annnro,  payable  annually  in  gold,  and  hav- 
ing a  period  to  ran  not  more  than  thirty  years 
nor  less  than  fifteen  years :  and  the  said  com- . 
misaioners  are  hereby  autnorized  to  negotiate 
the  sale  of  the  said  bonds,  at  their  discretion, 
and  with  the  proceeds  thereof  to  pay  the  said 
debt  of  the  city  of  Washington ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  said  bonds  shall  be  made 
payable  at  any  point  within  the  United  States, 
to  be  named  on  their  face. 

In  its  second  section  it  prorides  that  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  cause 
to  be  levied  upon,  and  collected  from,  all  tax- 
able property  of  the  city  of  Washington  within 
its  corporate  limits,  a  tax,  annually,  which 
shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the 
said  bonds,  together  with  a  sinking  fund  suffi- 
cient to  retire  the  said  bonds  at  maturity ;  the 
said  tax  to  be  collected  at  the  same  time  and 
in  the  same  manner  as  general  annual  taxes 
are  collected  in  the  said  District. 

In  its  third  section  it  provides  that  the  col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  pay 
over  to  the  said  commissioners,  upon  their 
requisition  being  first  certified  by  the  auditor 
and  comptroller  of  said  District,  as  is  now  pro- 
vided by  the  laws  of  said  District,  all  the 
moneys  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  with 
which  said  moneys  the  said  commissioners  shall 
pi^,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  the  coupons  or  inter- 
est on  said  bonds  issued  by  them  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act;  and  the  residue  col- 
lected aa  aforesaid;  as  a  sinking  fund,  the  said 
commissioners  shall  invest  in  the  said  bonds 
issued  by  them,  or  in  the  bonds  then  or  there* 
afier  issued  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
shall  cause  to  be  placed  upon  record,  in  the 
office  of  the  register  of  the  said  District  of 
Columbia,  a  full  and  complete  report  of  all 
their  acts  herein,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of 
January  of  each  year. 

In  its  fourth  section  it  provides  that  the  said 
bonds  shall  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  shall  show  that  they 
are  so  issued  in  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  existing  at  the  date  afore- 
named in  section  one  of  this  act,  and  shall  be 
signed  by  each  of  the  commissioners  afore- 
said, and  countersigned  by  the  register  and 
comptroller  of  the  said  District ;  and  a  proper 
registry  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  regis- 
ter aforesaid  of  the  number,  denomination, 
date  of  issue,  and  to  whom  issued. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  should  like 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Stark- 
WEATBEa]  to  explain  how  much  the  bill  allows 
the  city  to  increase  the  amount  of  the  funded 
debt. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  wiU  give  an 
explanation  of  the  bill  after  the  amendments 
reported  by  the  committee,  which  are  merely 
verbalt  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  as  follows : 

In  line  eight  of  aootion  four,  after  the  word 
**  found/'  iasert  the  words  *'  by  toe  Legislative  Ab« 
lembly;"  BO  that  it  will  read,  "to  fund  the  debt  of 
the  citv  of  WaabiogtoD  whiob  has  been  or  may  be 
found  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  have  existed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  as  follows: 

In  line  twelve  of  section  one.  strike  out  the  words 
"one  hundred/'  and  insert  the  word  "fifty:"  so 
that  it  will  read,  "registered  or  coupon  bonds  of 
tbe  said  District  of  Columbia,  in  denominations 
of  fifty  dollars,  or  any  multiple  of  that  sum." 

The  amendment  was  i^greed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  line  fifteen,  section  one,  after  the  word  "pay- 
able," insert  the  word  "  semi ;"  so  that  it  will  readi 
"payable  semi-annually  in  gold." 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  line  eighteen,  section  one,  after  tbe  word  "dis- 
cretion." insert  the  words  "at  a  rate  of  discount  not 
to  exceed  three  per  cent,  upon  their  par  value." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  lines  twenty-one  and  twentf-two,  section  one, 
strike  out  the  words  "  at  any  point  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  named  on  their  face."  and  insert  the 
words  "  in  tbe  city  of  New  York ;"  so  that  it  will 
read,  "  and  the  principal  and  interest  of  said  bonds 
shall  be  made  payable  in  the  city  of  New  York." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  line  two.  section  two,  strike  out  the  words 
"directed  and  required,"  and  insert  tbe  word 
"  empowered;"  so  that  it  will  rbad,  "the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  hereby 
empowered." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  section  four,  at  the  end  of  lino  three,  insert 
these  words:  "found  by  the  Legislative  Assembly 
to  be  due,  as  provided  in  section  one  of  this  act ;" 
so  that  it  will  read,  "that  the  said  bonds  shall  be 
issued  in  the  name  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
shall  show  that  theyare  so  issued  in  payment  of  the 
debt  of  the  city  of  Washington,  found  Sv  the  Lec^is- 
lative  Assembly  to  be  due,  as  provided  in  section 
one  of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  line  five,  seetion  four,  strikeout  the  word  "  each,*' 
and  insert  the  words  "a  majority:"  so  tbat;it  will  read, 
"  shall  be  signed  by  a  minority  of  the  commissioners 
aforesaid." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  next  amendment  was  as  follows : 

In  4ine  six,  section  fbur,  strike  out  the  word  "  regis- 
ter," and  insert  the  word  "secretary;"  so  that  it 
will  read,  "  countersigned  by  the  secretary,"  Ac. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  as  follows  : 

In  line  eight  of  seetion  four  strike  out  the  word 
"  aforesaid,  and  insert  the  words  *  of  the  said  Dis- 
trict:" so  that  it  will  read.  "  and  a  proper  registry 
shall  be  kept  in  the  office  ot  the  register  of  the  said 
District" 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  bill  pro- 
vides  for  funding  the  old  debt,  as  it  13  called, 
of  the  District  of  Columbiai  or  the  city  of 
Washin^n;  the  debt  which  existed  June  1, 
1871,  when  the  new  government  came  into 
operation.  That  debt  is  found  to  amount  to 
something  like  three  million  dollars,  and  has 
been  in  existence — at  least  some  portion  of 
it — for  quite  a  number  of  years.  It  consists  of 
certificates  of  indebtedness  and  checks  drawn 
when  there  were  no  funds  to  pay,  and  accumu- 
lations of  debts  of  various  amounts  to  a  large 
number  of  persons,  many  of  them  workmen 
and  contractors  under  the  old  administra- 
tion. The  bill  has  no  reference  to  matters 
in  dispute  with  reference  to  the  $4,000,000 
loan.  It  refers  entirely  to  the  old  indebt- 
edness, about  which  there  is  no  disoute,  and 
the  sentiment  of  all  parties  in  the  District  is 
entirely  in  favor  of  funding  this  debt.  Those 
who  have  had  differences  about  the  new  loan 
are  united  on  the  propriety  of  havine  this  old 
debt  funded.  A  full  committee  considered  the 
bill  in  all  its  parts,  in  reference  to  the  denom- 
ination of  tbe  bonds,  the  negotiation  of  them, 
&c.,  and  having  gone  through  it  very  care- 
fully, they  report  it  as  very  desirable  for  all 
the  interests  concerned  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  How  much  will 
this  increase  the  fhnded  debt  of  the  city? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  applies  only 
to  the  old  debt. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  How  much  will 
it  increase  the  amount  of  indebtedness  author- 
ized by  the  charter  act?  They  were  permitted 
by  that  to  go  to  a  certain  amount  of  indebted- 
ness.    Does  this  bill  increase  that  amount? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  does  not 
enlarge  the  indebtedness  at  all. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Does  it  enlarge 
the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  regard  to  the  size  of  their  debt? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  does  not  affect 
that  question  at  all. 


Mr.  GHIPMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  state 
in  a  nutshell  what  the  obiect  of  this  bill  is. 
The  old  debt  of  the  citjr  of  Washington  existing 
June  I,  1871,  at  the  time  the  new  government 
came  into  operation,  amounts  to  $2,966,098  27. 
Of  that  amount  the  sum  of  $2,103,661  72  is 
already  funded.  There  remains  the  amount  of 
$862,481  65p  which  is  termed  a  floating  debt. 
I  am  reading  from  the  report  of  a  commission 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  examine  and 
audit  the  outstanding  indebtedness  of  the  city 
of  Wasbin|;ton  and  of  the  entire  District.  By 
the  organic  act  which  Congress  gave  to  the 
District  as  the  basis  of  its  government,  we  were 
limited  in  paying  the  old  indebtedness  to  the 
levying  of  a  special  tax  for  the  purpose.  We 
cannot,  thereiore,  through  our  Legislative  As- 
sembly, provide  for  the  payment  of  this  debt 
in  the  manner  proposed  bv  this  bill,  by  funding 
it  in  loans  of  sixteen  and  twenty  years.  We 
ask,  therefore,  for  this  legislation,  so  that  the 
debt  may  be  continued  somewhat  into  the 
future  through  the  form  of  a  loan,  to  be  funded 
by  a  sinking  fund.  Our  people  feel  that  they 
are  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  pay  this  debt 
by  special  taxation.  They  prefer  that  it  shall 
be  continued  into  the  fhture,  and  that  we  shall 
pay  the  debt  by  means  of  this  funding  principle 
through  a  sinking  fund.  I  believe  there  is  no 
objection  in  the  entire  community  to  the  policy 
proposed  in  this  bill. 

In  reply  to  the  question  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  I  have  this  to  say :  this  bill  does  not 
affect  the  power  of  our  government  to  increase 
its  debt  at  all :  it  does  not  enlarge  the  power 
of  the  General  Assembly  by  an  amendment  of 
the  organic  act  at  all ;  it  only  provides  for  the 
payment  of  a  debt  which  has  been  hanging 
over  the  city  government  of  Washington  for 
four  or  five  years,  due  to  laborers,  contractors, 
printers,  and  all  the  classes  of  citizens  who 
make  up  this  community,  running  from  two 
dollars  up  to  twenty  thousand. 

I  believe  this  is  all  that  need  be  said  to  ex- 
plain the  merits  of  the  bill.  If  our  Legislative 
Assembly  were  competent  to  pass  it  we  would 
not  have  troubled  Congress  with  it. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  do  not  desire  to  detain 
the  House  about  this  matter,  but  I  will  state 
that  I  have  examined  this  bill  pretty  thor- 
oughly, and  have  in  committee  suggested  such 
amendments  as  I  thought  would  throw  around 
it  proper  guards. 

When  It  was  first  suggested  that  by  an  act 
of  Congress  we  should  allow  this  debt  to  be 
funded  and  bonds  issued  for  it,  I  was  opposed 
to  the  bill  for  the  reason  I  thought  it  oetter 
that  since  we  had  created  a  local  Legislature, 
that  Legislature  should  do  all  of  the  legislation 
for  this  District  or  Territory.  I  thought  it 
impolitic  and  unwise  for  Congress  to  interfere 
with  their  legislation  and  run  a  line  of  legis- 
lation side  by  side  with  theirs.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  those  who  understand  the-condition 
of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown 
that  this  was  the  only  suoject  upon  which  Con- 
gress would  be  called  upon  to  act,  and  which 
would  be  ended  by  the  action  of  Congress. 

There  was  another  reason  suggested,  that 
this  indebtednes  which  it  is  proposed  to  fund 
belongs  to  tbe  city  of  Washington,  and  not  to 
the  entire  District  The  city  of  Georgetown 
has  an  indebtedness  of  its  own,  which  it  pro- 
poses to  pay  at  once,  and  without  issuing  bonds 
or  asking  credit.  It  was  thought  best  for  Con- 
gress, instead  of  amending  the  organic  act,  to 
pass  this  bill  authorizing  the  funding  of  this 
debt,  to  be  paid  by  assessment  by  the  city  of 
Washingtofi. 

I  have  no  doubt  myself,  on  looking  at  the 
organic  act,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  Dis- 
trict ha^e  themselves  the  power  to  fund  this 
debt ;  but  it  was  suggested  tnat  lawyers  of  great 
ability  had  expressed  a  doubt  upon  the  subject, 
which  would  probably  lessen  tne  value  of  the 
bonds.  We  therefore,  upon  full  consideratioui 
thought  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  was  to 
pass  this  bill,  and  we  made  such  amendments 
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to  it  A8  seemed  in  oar  opinion  to  guard  it  from 
any  ])0S8ibilitj  of  speculation  upon  these  bonds, 
or  of  inju^to  the  city  of  Washington  or  to  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  there  is  no 
other  legislation  of  a  like  nature  that  can  be 
required,  because  this  is  the  old  debt  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  a  debt  which  has  existed 
for  man^  years,  and  some  of  which  is  called 
the  floating  debt  of  Washington.  It  has  no 
relation  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  While  I  would  not 
consent  that  Congress  should  be  legislating 
upon  the  saipe  subject-matter  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  called  to 
legislate  upon  as  regards  matters  of  current 
legislation,  yet  as  this  is  a  matter  to  be  closed 
up  by  this  act,  I  gave  my  consent  to  this  bill, 
and  think  it  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  Will  the  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  7 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.    I  will  hear  it,  certainly. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  Why  is  it  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
cannot  pass  a  bill  that  will  answer  the  purpose 
of  this  bill? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  remarked  a  moment 
ago  that  in  my  judgment  there  is  power,  under 
the  organic  act,  for  the  Legislature  of  the  Dis- 
trict 01  Columbia  to  legislate  upon  this  matter. 
But  the  reason  why  it  was  thought  best  not  to 
pursue  that  course  was  that  there  was  a  doubt 
expressed  by  legal  gentlemen  in  this  District, 
and  by  financial  gentlemen  who  would  prob- 
ably invest  in  these  bonds  which  are  to  be 
authorized  by  this  bill,  whether  the  Legislature 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  could  act  upon  this 
matter.  Therefore,  as  the  bonds  might  be 
lessened  in  value  should  the  Legislature  of 
this  District  take  action,  in  order  to  remove  all 
doubt,  and  to  give  the  highest  possible  value 
that  could  be  given  to  the  bonds  authorized  to 
be  issued  under  this  bill,  it  is  proposed  that 
Congress  shall  pass  a  bill  in  relation  to  this 
matter.  Gentlemen  have  expressed  an  opinion 
that  there  is  no  power  given  by  the  organic 
act  to  the  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  legislate  upon  this  subject.  But,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  differing  in  opinion 
from  them  as  I  do,  considering  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  District  has  power  to  legislate 
upon  this  subject,  yet  I  have  yielded  any  oppo- 
sition I  at  nrst  had  to  Congress  legislating 
upon  this  subject,  and  assented  to  this  bill 
because  of  the  view  expressed  that  it  would 
increase  the  value  of  these  bonds,  and  that  it 
would  be  best  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
take  this  action. 

Mr,  STARKWEATHER.  I  now  yield  to 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.] 

Mr.  POLAND.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
question  in  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  question 
among  the  people  of  this  District,  in  relation  to 
the  propriety  of  this  measure  for  funding  this 
debt.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  debt,  which 
it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  shall  be  funded,  is 
not  a  debt  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  a 
debt  of  the  city  of  Washington.  Heretofore 
the  District  of  Columbia,  as  such,  has  had  no 
debt.  It  was  divided  up  into  various  sub- 
divisions, known  as  the  corporations  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  the  city  of  Georgetown,  and 
the  county  of  Washington,  each  of  which  had 
its  own  individual  debts.  It  is  now  proposed, 
as  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Washington,  tne  old 
debt,  the  floating  debt,  as  it  is  sometimes  termed, 
is  of  quite  a  large  amount,  that  it  shall  be  put 
in  the  form  of  bonds  and  funded,  so  as  to 
extend  it  over  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

As  I  have  said,  there  was  no  question  in  the 
committee,  there  was  no  question  ra^ed  bv 
anybody  that  I  know  of,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
this  being  done.  The  only  question  we  had 
about  it  in  the  committee  concerning  which  we 
had  any  considerable  discussion,  was  whether 
it  was  necessary  for  Congress  to  do  this^  thing, 
or  whether  it  might  be  done  by  the  Legislative 


Assembly  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  under 
the  organic  act  which  we  passed  during  the 
last  Congress.  If  the  organic  act  did  not  give 
this  power  to  the  Distnct  Legislature,  then  the 
question  presented  itself  whether  the  better 
course  was  for  us  to  pass  this  act,  or  to  so 
amend  the  organic  act  as  to  give  the  District 
Legislature  authority  to  do  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  it  is  quite  clear — and  that 

is  the  inquiry  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 

jMr.  Shsllabarger]    put   to  my  colleague, 

|Mr.  Eldbidob] — that  tne  Le^slative  Assem- 

)ly  of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  no  such 

6ower.  The  corporations  into  which  this 
district  was  subdivided  before  we  passed  the 
organic  act  of  the  last  Congress,  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  city  of  Georeetown,  and  the 
county  of  Washington,  are  all  wiped  out  by 
that  organic  act;  their  charters  are  repealed, 
are  now  extinct. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  Has  the  city  of 
Washington  no  mayor  now  ? 

Mr.  POLAND.  Certainly  it  has  no  mayor. 
I  will  read  the  section  of  the  organic  act  to 
which  I  allude.    It  is  as  follows : 

**  Skc.  40.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  char- 
ters of  the  cities  of  Washincton  and  Georgetown  shall 
be  repealed  on  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  Jane,  A.  D. 
1871,  and  all  offices  of  said  corporations  abolished  at 
that  date:  the  levy  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  all  offices  connected  therewith  shall  be  abolished 
on  and  after  said  Ist  day  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1S71 :  but  all 
laws  and  ordinances  of  said  cities,  respectively,  and 
of  said  levy  court,  not  inconsistent  with  this  act. 
shall  remain  in  fall  force  until  modified  or  repealed 
by  Congress  or  the  Leffislative  Assembly  of  said  Dis- 
trict; that  portion  of  said  District  indaded  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  city  of  Washington  shall 
continue  to  be  known  as  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
that  portion  of  said  District  included  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  city  of  Georgetown  shall  continue  to  be 
known  as  the  citr  of  Georgetown:  and  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  shall  have  power  to  levy  a  special 
tax  upon  property,  except  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  within  the  city  of 
Washington  for  the  pajnnent  of  the  debts  of  said 
city;  and  upon  property,  except  the  property  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  of  Georgetown  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  said  city;  and  upon  property,  except  the 
property  of  the  Government  of  tne  United  States, 
sritnin  said  District  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  either  of  said  cities  to  pay  any  debts  owing  by  that 
portion  of  laid  District.^' 

We  have  hy  this  organic  act  made  the  Dis- 
trict and  the  Legislative.Assembly  of  the  Dis- 
trict a  sort  of  administrator  upon  all  these 
municipal  corporations.  They  are  continued 
in  existence  merely  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing whatever  debts  may  be  due  from  them : 
and  the  Legislative  Assembly  is  empowerea 
by  the  organic  act  to  levy  taxes  upon  each  of 
these  portions  of  the  District  to  pay  any  exist- 
ing deot  of  the  respective  portions. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.    Special  taxes. 

Mr.  POLAND.  Yes,  sir;  special  taxes. 
This  is  all  the  authority  that  is  given  to  the 
Legislative  Assembly  upon  this  subject.  It 
was  su^ested  in  the  committee  that  the  better 
way  mignt  be  to  amend  the  organic  act ;  but 
inasmuch  as  no  question  of  this  kind  can  be 
raised  hereafter,  as  these  corporations  are 
abolished  so  that  they  can  create  no  further 
debt,  and  as  legislation  upon  this  subject  will 
be  the  end  of  the  matter,  the  committee 
thought  it  better  that  an  act  of  Congress 
should  be  passed,  for  the  reason,  as  stated  by 
my  colleague  on  the  committee,  the  gentle- 
man from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldridoe,]  that 
the  security  will  be  regarded  as  more  valuable 
if  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  rather  than 
by  an  act  of  the  District  Legislature. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Are  these  to  be 
bonds  of  the  District? 

Mr.  POLAND.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  I  will  say  that  the  bonds  to  be 
issued  will  be  bonds  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, but  the  money  to  pay  the  interest  and  the 
principal  of  those  bonds  is  to  be  collected  by 
the  General  Assembly  from  that  portion  of  the 
District  now  owing  the  debt.  I  think  it  quite 
clear  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  has  no  other 
authority  in  relation  to  these  municipal  cor- 
porations, which  by  the  organic  act  have  been 


wiped  out,  than  to  administer  a|>on  them  ia 
the  way  that  the  organic  act  authorisea.  Hence 
it  was  necessary  that  Congress  should  either 
act  directly  on  this  question,  or  amend  the  or 
gaoic  act  so  as  to  authorize  the  LegiaUtiTe 
Assembly  to  do  so.  The  passage  of  a  bill  of 
this  kind  by  Congress  is  the  shorter  mode,  and 
for  a  great  variety  of  considerations  wee  deemed 
the  better  way. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  call  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  upon  the  call  of  the  previous  Ques- 
tion. I  have  an  amendment  which  I  would  be 
glad  to  offer. 

TheSPEAKERi>ro<6m|>ore.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Stuikwbjltbsb] 
insist  on  the  demand  for  the  preTioos  ques- 
tion ? 

Mr.  STAR^WEATHEEL  I  wUl  waive  it 
for  a  moment  to  hear  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  desire  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of 
the  first  section : 

That  the  holder  of  any  of  thestock  debt  of  the  city 
of  Washinston  shall  be  at  liberty  to  commote  the 
said  stock  so  held  by  him,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  par 
for  an  equal  amount  of  bonds  proposed  to  be  issued 
under  this  act. 

Mr.  CREBS.  There  can  be  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHEEL  I  suppose  there 
is  no  objection  to  that  amendment*  althon||h 
the  proposition  has  not  been  considered  in 
committee.  I  would  accept  the  amendment 
if  I  had  the  power. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  think  the  amendment 
should  not  be  adopted  in  the  precise  form  ia 
which  it  is  offered.  I  was  about  to  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Merrick] 
that  this  is  pot,  as  I  understand,  a  stock  indebt* 

Mr.  MERRICK.  There  is  a  very  large 
stock  indebtedness  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
a  very  large  six  per  cent,  debt  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  interest  on  which  is  payable  qaar- 
terly  or  semi-annually ;  and  it  would  be  notoing 
more  than  reasonable. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Will  the  gentleman  hear 
my  statement?  I  know  he  wUl  agree  to  my 
suggestion  if  he  will  only  listen.  I  desire  that 
the  amendment  shall  not  apply  specially  to 
any  stock  indebtedness,  if  there  be  such*  Let 
the  words  of  the  amendment  be  broad  enough 
to  allow  to  any  person  who  may  hold  any  in- 
debtedness included  in  this  bill,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  a  corresponding  amount  of 
the  bonds  to  be  issued  under  this  act. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  have  no  objection  at  all 
to  such  a  modification  of  my  amendment. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  knew  the  gentleman 
would  have  no  objection  when  he  heard  my 
proposition.  If  the  amendment  be  so  modi- 
fied as  to  apply  to  all  classes  of  indebtedness, 
I  think  it  will  be  very  proper,  and  I  shall  sup- 
port it. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  modified, 
as  follows : 

That  the  holdnr  of  any  of  the  debt  of  the  said  eity 
of  Washington  shall  be  at  liberty  to  commute  the 
debt  so  held  by  him,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  par,  far 
an  equal  amount  of  the  bonds  proposed  to  be  iwoed 
under  this  act. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  suggest  the  insertion 
of  the  words  *'any  of  said  debt,'*  so  that  it 
may  refer  expressly  to  this  debt.  There  may 
be  other  debts  than  this  which  we  now  pro- 
vide for. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  appears  to  me 
there  will  be  no  difficulty.  These  parties  will, 
I  think,  be  able  to  get  these  bonds  without 
trouble.  There  may  be  objections  to  this  as 
affecting  parties  holding  this  floating  debt. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  As  the  bill  was  originally 
read,  it  was  a  constraint  upon  these  parties,  and 
no  privilege  at  all  was  accorded  to  any  of  them 
to  participate  in  the  bonds  which  are  proposed 
to  be  issued.  The  simple  proposition  ia  to 
allow  those  who  hold  the  old  debt  to  commute 
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IN  SENATE. 
Moin>AT, /anuai^  22,1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Joarnal  of  the  proceedings  of  Thursday 
last  was  read  and  approved. 

MB88AGB  FROM  THE  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhersok,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills ; 
in  which  concurrence  was  requested : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  876)  to  fund  the  debt  of 
the  city  of  Washington  existing  June  1.  1871 ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1074)  providing  for  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  and  river  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1076)  establishing  certain 
post  roads  in  Vermont ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1068)  granting  a  pension 
to  Martha  B.  Williams ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1673)  granting  a  pension 
to  Sarah  Whiting. 

EXBCOTIVB  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  rela- 
tive to  the  persons  liable  as  sureties  for  the 
defalcation  of  Mr.  Norton,  late  money-order 
clerk  in  the  New  York  city  post  office ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating,  in 
obedience  to  law,  the  report  of  the  board  of 
officers  organized  to  examine  into  the  cases  of 
such  officers  as  may  deem  themselves  unjustly 
passed  over  by  promotions  made  in  conformity 
with  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  25, 
1866;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MBMOBIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  the  removal  of  the  political  disabili- 
ties of  H.  W.  Carter,  A.  J.  Stringer,  and  W.  F. 
Oolcock:  which  were  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  signed  by  R. 
'  W.  White,  chairman,  and  William  Cantwell, 
secretary  of  the  first  congressional  district 
'  Republican  committee,  of  Savannah,  Georgia, 
stating  that  some  of  their  citizens  are  deprived 
of  civil  rights  by  railroads,  steamboat  compa- 
nies, hotel* keepers,  and  others,  who  deny  them 
accommodations  which  they  readily  accord  to 
aliens,  non-ta;^- payers,  &c.,  and  there forepray 
for  the  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights 
bill :  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BROWNLOW  presented  the  petition  of 
Susan  Patton,  of  McMinn  county,  Tennessee, 
widow  of  John  Patton,  praying  that  she  be 
allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  the  memorial  of 
a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
being  claimants  and  heirs  of  claimants  for 
French  spoliations,  in  which  they  set  forth 
their  losses  from  France  and  the  existing  obli- 
gations of  the  national  Government  to  pay  those 
losses  and  make  them  good.  I  move  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  petition 
from  the  students  of  Lincoln  University,  in 
Pennsylvania,  asking  the  Senate  to  speedily 
pass  the  bill  known  as  the  supplementary  civil 
rights  bill ;  also  a  similar  petition  from  Robert 
W.  Stokes  and  one  hundred  and  four  others, 
of  New  Madrid,  Missouri ;  also  a  similar 
petition  from  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware;  also  a  similar  petition 
from  William  P.  Powell,  notary  public,  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four  others,  of  New 
York  city.  I  move  that  these  petitions  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  motioii  was^agreed  to. 


\/Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  offer  the  memorial 
ef  the  colored  people  of  the  United  States  in 
convention  assembled  at  Columbia,  South  Car- 
olina, on  the  18th  day  of  October,  1871,  which 
convention,  in  the  name  of  all  American  citi- 
zens of  African  descen  t,  memorialize  Congress 
"to  enact  into  law  the  supplementary  civil 
rights  bill  introduced  by  Hon.  Charles  Sitm- 
NER  and  now  pending  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States."  This  memorial  is  very  brief, 
very  significant,  very  precise,  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, unanswerably.    It  says : 

"  Am  among  Amerioao  oitiiens  there  isno  diferimin- 
ation  in  regard  to  dutioa.  so  there  should  be  none 
in  regard  to  rights .  The  Constitution  of  the  united 
States  guaranties  eQual  rtgbU  and  privileges  to 
every  class  of  citizens,  and  it  is  repugnant  to  its 
spirit  that  an^  'discrimination  should  be  made 
against  any  citixen  on  account  of  race  or  color,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  public  privilege.  American  elti- 
zens  of  African  descent  are  found  among  the  execu- 
tive officers  and  lawgivers  in  many  of  the  States  of 
this  great  Republic ;  others  are  found  occupying, 
with  honor  to  themselves  and  without  discredit  to 
the  country,  seats  in  the  national  Legislature,  while 
others,  with  becoming  digni^,  represent  the  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States  abroad  in  its  diplo- 
matic corps. 

"Many  thousuids  of  these  died  that  this  nation 
might  live,  and  in  the  recent  great  rebellion  they 
often  bore  the  honor  of  the  Republic  on  the  points 
of  their  bayonets,  side  by  side  with  their  white  com- 
rades in  arms.  The  shot  and  shell  from  rebel  guns, 
or  the  equally  fatal  pestilence  of  the  hospital  and  the 
prison-pen,  made  no  discrimination  in  their  favor 
then  ;  therefore  the  nation  that  they  aided  unflinch- 
ingly to  save  should  permit  none  against  them  now. 
You  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  centioaance  of 
this  great  injustice,  and  to  you  we  confidently  look 
for  the  enactment  of  a  measure  which  will  every- 
where on  American  soil  protect  the  American  citi- 
zen, whatever  may  be  his  color,  against  a  degrading 
discrimination.  In  the  most  refined  capitals  of  Eu- 
rope the  privileges  that  this  bill  is  designed  to  secure 
have  long  since  been  accorded  to  the  colored  man 
equally  with  the  white,  and  upon  precisely  the  same 
terms.  This  being  the  case  under  monarchies  avow- 
edly founded  upon  distinctions  in  caste,  it  should 
no  longer  be  the  reproach  of  the  Renablic  that 
four  millions  of  its  citizens  enjoy  abroad  privileges 
denied  them  at  home. 

**  This  is  a  civic  *  disability'  imposed  upon  us  for 
no  crimes  committed  by  us  against  the  laws  of  our 
country^  and  justice  demands  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  question  as  the  first  great  tfct  of  national  amnesty. 
Accord  amnesty  to  others  in  your  own  i[Ood  time,  if 
in  your  wisdom  you  so  will,  but  grant  it  to  us  now, 
for  we  have  not  ofiiended  against  your  laws.  The 
*  disabilities'  we  labor  under  have  arisen  from  no 
act  of  our  own,  nor  bv  any  act  of  ours  can  they  be 
removed.  Pass  this  bill,  and  you  complete  the  noble 
arch  of  the  American  emancipation.  Tou  will  thus 
prove  to  the  world  that  the  American  Republic  in 
its  beneficence  has  the  will,  as  well  as  the  power,  to 
enforce  the  rights  of  the  humblest  citizen  who  yields 
obedience  to  its  laws." 

This  memorial,  so  admirable  in  form,  is 
signed  by  Robert  B.  Elliott,  James  M.  Sirams, 
Richard  Nelson,  Josiah  T.  Walls,  Isaac  Myers, 
Benjamin  A.  Bosemon,  jr.,  F.  G.  Antoine,  J. 
F.  Quarles,  and  F.  G.  Barbadoes,  committee 
on  behalf  of  the  Colored  Men^s  Southern  State 
Convention.  I  ask  that  this  n^emorial  take  its 
place  with  the  other  petitions  and  memorials 
on  the  same  subiect. 

The  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Rufus  M.  Pick  el,  formerly  assessor  of  internal 
revenue  for  the  first  district  of  Iowa,  praying 
to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  certain 
internal  revenue  stamps  alleged  to  have  been 
lost  in  transit  from  Washington  city  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  received  and 
been  requested  to  present  to  the  Senate  the 
memorifld  of  John  M.  Scott  and  others,  stating 
that  Hiey  hold  the  right  of  their  ancestors  to 
some  lands  granted  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  to  the  heads  of  families  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  that  they  have  been  deprived 
of  those  lands,  and  they  ask  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  now  issue  to 
them  land- warrants,  that  they  may  locate  upon 
other  lands  in  lieu  of  those  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  grant  made  by  Congress  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  I  move  that  the 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.JTRUMBULL.    I^verBome-siz.peti-rf 


tions,  nnmeronsly  signed  by  citizens  of  tlie  dty 
of  Chicago,  praying  for  the  remission  of  duties 
upon  materials  for  the  construction  of  build- 
ings in  the  burnt  district  of  that  city,  and  al«o 
a  resolution  passed  by  the  board  of  coantj 
commissioners  of  Cook  county,  lUinots,  on 
the  same  subiect,  asking  that  this  relief  be 
extended  to  all  the  citizens  of  Chicago  in  erect- 
ing buildings,  whether  inside  or  outside  of  the 
burnt  district.  As  I  understand  the  commit- 
tee will  report  upon  this  subject  this  morning, 
or  are  prepared  to  do  so^  I  more  that  the 
memorials  lie  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  also  a  petition 
from  taxpayers  of  Livingston  county,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  a  reform  in  the 
tariffs  so  as  to  make  it  more  nearly  a  system 
of  duties  for  revenue  instead  of  protection. 
I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  ob 
Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to* 

Mr.  CAMBRON.  Ipretentaremonstvance 
from  workers  in  Potts  Grove  Iron- Works,  of 
Pottstown,  Montgomery  county,  PeoDS^Ivaoia, 
against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishing  the  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country.  The  petitioners  say  they  *^are  ad- 
vised and  believe  such  action  will  be  urged 
upon  your  honorable  bodies  by  the  English  cap- 
italists who  maintain  the  Free- Trade  League*' 
now  existing  in  this  country:  andthe^  respect- 
fully pray  K>r  the  repeal  or  all  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee,  and  such  other  articles  of  necetm^ 
or  comfort  as  cannot  be  produced  in  the  United 
States ;  and  they  fiirther  pray  *^  that  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people,  you  will 
take  care  that  duties  shall  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
encourage  and  defend  every  home  industry, 
and  to  toster  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
American  laborer.'* 

I  have  also  a  similar  petition  from  working- 
men  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  a  similar 
Eetition  from  the  iron- works  of  Middletown, 
dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same 
subject,  and  pretty  much  in  the  same  words ; 
all  of  which  X  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  two  petitions 
from  citizens  of  the  western  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, headed  by  Governor  John  W.  Geary 
and  other  men  who  served  in  the  late  war, 

f>raying  a  bounty  of  eight  and  one  third  dol- 
ars  per  month  to  each  soldier  for  the  time  he 
served,  and  an  amendment  to  the  twenty- fiflh 
section  of  the  act  of  July  16,  1870,  so  as  to 
allow  soldiers  and  sailors  to  enter  the  land 
therein  allowed  without  the  requirements  of 
settlement  and  cultivation  :  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Women's  Economical  Garden  Homestead 
League,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  woman's 
homestead  law,  and  that  one  half  of  all  lands 
granted  to  railroads,  &c.,  and  of  that  reserved 
for  homesteads  along  the  lines  of  such  grants 
shall  be  held  for  settlement  by  women  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.        ^ 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Lucyna 
Hathaway,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension ; 
which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  George  W. 
Morse,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent* 
Nos.  16995  and  16996  for  an  improvement  in 
fire-arms ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents. 

Mr.  NTE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Nevada,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from*  Wells's  station  to  Pioche  in  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.    I  present  the  petition  of 

several  citizens  of  St  Lonis  representing  the 

jLiquor  J>ealer8'  Association,  praying  for  cer-> 
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which  were  referred  to  the  select  Committee 
on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  presented  the  petition  of 
W.  W.  Bradley  and  others.  Federal  soldiers 
of  Harrison  county,  Kentucky,  praying  an 
amendment  to  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  equalization  of  pensions  and 
bounty  lands  by  abolishing  the  requirements 
of  that  act  as  to  settlement  and  cultivation ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
petition  of  George  F.  Tracy,  of  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  setting  forth  that  he  is  postmas- 
ter of  that  place,  that  the  post  office  was  en- 
tered and  robbed  of  a  large  amount  of  stamps, 
and  praying  that  he  may  be  relieved  from  the 
obligation  of  reimbursing  the  Government 
therefor ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  presented  the  petition  of 
Philip  Gordon,  a  soldier  in  a  regiment  of  New 
York  volunteers,  praying  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  murder  of 
Ellen  Gordon  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act 
granting  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who 
served  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  a  bounty  of 
$8  38^  per  month,  deducting  bounties  already 

Said ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
[ilitary  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Illinois,  praying  the  retention  of  the  existing 
tariff  on  articles  successfully  produced  in  the 
United  States ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Illinois,  praying  the  remittance  of  duties  and 
taxes  on  materials  entering  into  the  construc- 
tion of  buildings  in  the  city  of  Chicago;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Commerce,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  praying  the 
remittance  of  the  duty  and  tax  on  all  mate- 
rial entering  into  the  construction  of  build- 
ings in  that  city;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  present  a  petition,  or  I 
should  say  a  letter,  of  Philip  A.  Hoyne.  It  is 
not  addressed  to  me  as  a  petition,  but  I  ask 
that  it  be  made  a  petition  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciarv ;  and  I  desire  to 
make  ashort  statement  in  re&rence  to  it.  Mr. 
Hoyne  is  the  United  States  commissioner  for 
the  northern  district  of  Illinois,  and  his  claim 
for  fees  against  the  Government  for  duties  per- 
formed by  him,  as  proven  by  the  judge  of  the 
court,  Judge  Blodgett,  and  other  witnesses  by 
affidavits,  was  presented  to  the  Auditor  here 
for  settlement.  I  have  the  reply  of  the 
Auditor,  which  I  desire  to  read,  so  that  the 
Senate  may  hear  it : 

*'  Sir  :  Your  acooant  for  fees  from  let  July  to  7tb 
October,  'estimated.'  is  herewith  returned  to  you 
disallowed.  You  should  give  not  only  the  case,  but 
the  items  in  each  cose.  This  yon  cannot  do,  your 
books  and  papers  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
'greatflre."*^ 

This  is  the  kind  of  answer  that  he  got. 
I  move  that  this  communication  be  made  a 

Setition  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
ndiciary. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER  presented  the  petition  of 
Nicholas  White,  of  Washington  city.  District 
of  Columbia,  for  compensation  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  him  in  consequence  of  the  occupa- 
tion, use,  and  partial  destruction  of  certain 
property  owned  by  him  at  Newport  News,  Vir- 
ginia, during  the  rebellion,  by  the  military 
authorities  of  the  United  States ;  whieh  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

PAPKI13  WITHDRAWN  AND  KBPERRED 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARPENTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  D.  V.  Colclaxer  have  leave  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  of  the  Senate  his  memorial  and 
papers. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  ANTHONY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Btham  Ray  Clarke 
and  Samuel  W.Clarke  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

CHICAGO  FIRB. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
last  week  the  Committee  on  Finance  reported 
back  the  bill  (S.  No.  880)  to  provi4e  for  the 
relief  of  sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago,  recom- 
mending that  it  pass  with  an  amendment 
striking  out  the  second  section.  The  bill  was 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  the  report 
being  made  at  that  time  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Looan] 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  general 
question.  I  am  instructed  this  morning  to 
report  the  bill,  recommending  its  passage  with 
two  or  three  amendments,  the  amendments 
relating  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  The 
first  section  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  remembered, 
relates  to  the  introduction,  free  of  duty,  of 
articles  that  are  intended  as  gifts  to  the  suffer- 
ers by  the  Chicago  fire.  The  second  section 
provides  for  a  drawback  on  all  materials  t«be 
actually  used  in  buildings.  The  recommend- 
ation of  the  committee  is  that  the  bill  pass 
with  these  amendments:  in  line  three,  after 
the  word  ^*  materials, '^  to  insert  the  word 
*' imported,'*  and  after  the  words  **to  be,"  to 
insert  the  word  **and;''  so  that  it  will  read, 
*'on  all  materials  imported  to  be  and  actually 
used  in  buildings. '*  In  the  sixth  line  of  the 
same  section  the  committee  propose  to  insert 
the  words  '*  and  used*'  after  the  word  *' im- 
ported," and  then  at  the  end  of  the  section  to 
strike  out  the  words  **said  9th  day  of  October, 
1871,"  and  insert  **after  the  passage  of  this 
act;"  so  that  the  proviso  will  read: 

Provided,  That  said  materials  shall  have  been 
imported  and  used  during  the  term  of  one  year  from 
and  after  the  passaRe  of  this  act. 

The  committee  instruct  me  to  report  the 
bill  back  and  ask  that  it  be  passed  with  these 
amendments.  I  am  also  instructed  to  ask  that 
the  bill  be  considered  at  this  time.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Senators  from  Illinois  desire 
its  present  consideration.  Having  made  this 
recommendation,  and  reported  the  bill  back 
and  asked  its  present  consideration,  the  bill 
bill  is  now  passed  to  their  charge. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  If  the  Senate  are  disposed 
to  consider  the  bill  at  this  time,  I  ask  that  it 
be  laid  aside  and  the  bill  from  the  House  be 
taken  up  in  order  that  I  may  offer  the  Senate 
bill  as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
as  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill,  so  that  when 
it  goes  back  to  the  House  the  question  will  be 
merely  on  concurrence.  I  ask  that  that  course 
be  pursued. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  this  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance?  The 
Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  object  to  the  present  consider- 
ation of  the  bill? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  aoout 
what  length  of  time  this  business  will  probably 
consume  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  term- 
inated at  one  o'clock,  if  not  sooner  concluded 
by  the  unfinished  business  coming  up. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.    Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  request  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  will  be  regarded  as  acceded  to,  and  the 
House  bill  taken  up,  and  these  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  con- 
sidered as  pending  to  the  House  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Senate  bill  and  the 
amendments,  as  a  substitute  for  the  House 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  666)  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by 
fire  at  Chicago  is  before  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  Senator  from  11 


Illinois  now  moves  that  the  Senate  bill  No. 
380,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fioaiio«^, 
be  substituted  for  the  House  bill.  The  Sec- 
retary will  first  report  the  House  bill  and  thai 
the  substitute. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  read  the  substitute. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  anbeUtate 
then  only  will  be  reported  to  save  time,  if  no 
Senator  calls  for  the  reading  of  the  House  bilL 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
whole  bill  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  original 
bill  ? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  a  wmrj 
important  bill,  and  I  do  not  want  it  to  pass 
without  being  thoroughly  understood. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  first  report  the  original  bill. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  666}  for  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago  was  read. 

The  amendment  was  read,  being  to  striks 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  in  liea 
thereof  to  insert: 

That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merohaadise  wfaieh 
mar  be  sent  from  placet  without  the  limiu  of  the 
United  States  as  gratuitous  contribntioos  to  the 
relief  of  sufferers  by  the  fire  which  occurred  at 
Chicago,  IlliDois.  October  Sand  9.1871.  ahall.  when 
imported  and  consigned  to  the  proper  aathority  at 
Chicago  for  distribution,  be  admitted  free  of  doty. 

Sbo.  2.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
shall  nrescrible,  on  all  materials  imported  to  bo  acd 
actually  used  in  buildings  erected  on  the  ground 
burned  over  by  said  fire,  a  drawback  of  the  import 
duties  paid  on  the  same :  Provided,  That  amid  mate- 
rials shall  have  been  imported  and  used  during  the 
term  of  one  year  from  and  after  the  passage  of  tills 
act. 

6so.  8.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Ber- 
enue  is  hereby  authoriied  to  suspend  the  eoUeetion 
of  such  taxes  as  may  have  been  asMssed.  or  as  may 
have  accrued,  prior  to  the  9th  of  Octooer,  1871.  in 
the  first  collection  district  of  the  State  of  XHiaoia. 
against  any  person  residing  or  doing  bnsineae  and 
owning  property  in  that  portion  of  tne  city  of  Chi- 
cago recently  destroyed  by  fire,  and  who,  in  the 
opinion  of  said  Commissioner,  has  suffered  material 
loss  by  such  fire:  Provided,  That  sach  tnspeoaion 
shall  not  be  continued  after  the  close  of  the  next 
regular  session  of  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  rather  feel 
it  my  dnty  to  offer  the  following  amendment : 

In  line  three,  section  two,  after  the  word  **  im- 
ported," to  insert  the  words  "  herein  enumerated." 
and  after  the  word  **  same,"  in  line  five,  to  insert, 
"namely,  timber  rough-hewed  or  sawed;  boards 
in  the  rough;  lath,  clapboards,  shingles,  cut  nails, 
iron  specially  made  and  fitted  for  the  constraotioa 
of  buildings,  slate,  brick,  building-stone,  lime, 
cement." 

The  purpose  of  the  amendment  will  be  ob- 
vious to  the  Senate,  and  that  is  that  the  bill 
shall  afford  in  all  substantial  respects  the  aid 
intended  by  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House; 
but  if  it  shall  pass  in  the  general  terms  in  which 
it  was  submitted,  there  are  numberless  articles 
that  might  be  imported  which  wotdd  cause  tbe 
custom-house  a  vast  amount  of  labor,  and  yet 
would  be  of  no  considerable  benefit  to  any 
parties  whatever.  For  instance,  if  the  bill 
shall  pass  as  it  came  from  the  House  all  the 
smallest  materials  in  the  way  of  hardware 
miKhtbe  introduced  for  the  purpose  indicated  ; 
paints,  every  article  like  oil  and  lead,  and  the 
various  articles  that  are  used  for  drying  pur- 
poses. It  strikes  me  that  if  the  substantial 
articlesupon  which  more  competition  is  desired 
are  enumenited,  the  bill  should  be  acceptable 
to  the  Senators  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  merely  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  fact  or  two..  This 
bill  is  a  verhaHm  copy,  except  as  to  dates  and 
name,  of  the  bills  that  were  passed  in  1866  for 
the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Portland,  M«ne. 
I  drew  the  bill  as  a  copy  from  two  bills  passed 
in  1866,  one  for  the  remission  of  duties  on 
building  materials,  and  the  other  giving  tlie 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  the  right 
to  suspend  for  one  year  the  collection  of  that 
revenue  in  that  district  where  the  evidence 
proved  to  him  that  it  was  proper  to  be  done. 

A  word,  now,  in  answer  to  what  has  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  The  bill 
has  been  changed  by  the  amendment  of  tb« 
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and  sailors,  their  widows  and  orplian  children, 
to  acquire  nomesteads  on  the  public  lands  ot 
th«  United  States,  have  ananimonsly  directed 
me  to  report  it  back  with  amendments.  This 
bill  is  one  of  very  great  importance,  and  I 
desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  Senators  to 
it  so  that  they  may  examine  it.  It  gives  a 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  to  each  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine 
who  shall  make  his  application  within  six 
months  and  occupy  actually  in  person  the 
premises  for  eighteen  months.  Then  the  rest 
of  the  time  that  he  served  in  the  Army  is  to 
b#  deducted  from  the  five  years  now  required 
under  the  homestead  law  for  the  settler  to 
remain  on  the  land.  These  are  the  main 
ftatures  of  the  bill.  It  has  been  very  carefully 
examined  by  the  committee,  and  is,  I  think, 
•n  excellent  measure.  I  ask  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  it,  so  that  when  it  is  called  up  for 
action  they  may  know  what  it  is. 

^I^.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mrs.  G.  B.  Conant,  prayine  that 
pensions  be  granted  to  the  widows  of  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812  who  were  married  since 
the  time  stipulated  in  the  act  of  February  14, 
1871}  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
oonftid oration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Eli  B.  Stevens, 
praying  for  a  pension,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Anne  E.  Boyle, 
widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Junius  J.  Boyle, 
United  States  Navy,  praying  for  a  pension, 
a«ked  to  be  discharged  firom  its  further  con- 
sideration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report  back 
and  recommend  the  passsge  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
892)  to  set  apart  a  certain  tract  of  land  l^ng 
near  the  headwaters  of  the  Yellowstone  river 
at  a  public  park.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
an  appropriation  was  made  last  year  of  about 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  explore  that  country. 
Professor  Hayden  and  pariy  have  been  there, 
and  this  bill  is  drawn  on  the  recommendation 
of  that  gentleman  to  consecrate  for  public 
uses  this  country  for  a  public  park.  It  con- 
tains about  forty  miles  square.  It  embraces 
those  eeysers,  those  great  natural  curiosities 
which  nave  attracted  so  much  attention.  It  is 
thought  that  it  ought  to  be  set  apart  for  public 
uses.  I  would  like  to  have  the  bill  acted  on 
now.  The  committee  felt  that  if  we  were 
l^^lng  to  set  it  apart  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done 
Dofore  individual  preemptions  or  homestead 
claims  attach. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  both  gave  way  only  for  carrent 
morning  business,  but  the  Senator  from  Ean- 
8M  now  asks  unanimous  consent  for  the 
oonsideration  of  the  bill  which  he  has  just 
reported. 

Several  Senators  objected. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  I  withdraw  the 
report  for  the  present. 

Mr.  PATl'EfRSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Colombia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  886^  to  regulate  the  admission 
of  pupils  into  the  Cfolumbia  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  reported  it  without  amend* 
laent. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  114)  to  incorporate  the  Shreveport  and 
Bed  River  Improvement  Company,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  169)  to  amend  an 
•ct  passed  March  2,  1881,  entitled  *^An  act 
allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  merchandise 
imported  into  Wheeling,  Violsbuig,  Cincin- 


nati, St.  Louis,  Nashville,  and  Natches  to  be 
secured  and  paid  at  those  places,''  reported  it 
without  amendment 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  626)  making  apprc^riations  to  supply  a 
deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for  salaries 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back  without  amend- 
ment. It  is  a  very  short  bill,  and  I  think  need 
not  trouble  the  Calendar.  I  ask  that  it  be 
read  and  put  on  its  passage  now. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.     I  object. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  will  go  on  the  Calendar, 
then. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can 
withdraw  the  report  or  have  the  bill  placed  on 
the  Calendar. 

Mr.  COLE.     Let  it  go  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  MORTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (S.  No.  68)  to  prescribe  the 
time  for  holding  the  election  for  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  ! 
it  with  an  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
wss  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  284)  to  pav 
William  P.  Preston  the  sum  therein  mentioned, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

UODSB  DILLS  RB? ERRKD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  876)  to  fund  the  debt 
of  the  city  of  Washington  existing  June  1, 
1871,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1074)  providing  for  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  and  river  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com  • 
merce. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1076)  establishing  cer- 
tain post  roads  in  Vermont  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

The  following  bills  were  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1068)  granting  a  pension 
to  Martha  B.  Williams ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R,  No.  1078)  granting  a  pension 
to  Sarah  Whiting. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BLAIR  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
604)  in  regard  to  entries  by  preemption  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  September  4, 
1841,  entitled  **An  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and 
to  grant  preemption  rights,  and  to  amend 
the  same ;  whicn  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  (S.  No.  606)  granting  lands  to  certain 
institutions  in  the  State  of  Nebraska ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.* 

606)  to  establish  military  prisons;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  ana  referred,  together 
with  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  same  sobject,  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FENTON  asked^  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

607)  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  ocean 
mail  steamship  service  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
iU  title. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  believe  the  propositions 
contained  in  this  bill  have  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
from  tke  aame  parties  in  another  form,  and  I 
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move  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  that  con- 
mittee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  jpresentacommanicatioi 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  indosiBf 
letters  from  the  Commissionerof  IndisoAffain 
and  the  superintendent  of  the  northero  tawt- 
intendency,  together  with  the  draft  of  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  tribes  of  Indisos  in  tli« 
northern  superintendency.  I  ask  that  the 
bill  be  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  lo  tbe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs^  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  together  with  this  commaoictiioo. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  608)  for  the  relief 
of  certain  tribes  in  the  northern  saperiDteiul 
encv;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and,  with 
the  accompanying  communication » ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  present  similar  papen 
from  the  Seeretarr  of  the  Interior  in  renrdto 
other  Indians,  with  a  draft  of  a  ioint  rcsolatioo, 
and  I  ask  that  they  may  take  the  same  coorte. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Bj  thepractiee 
of  the  Senate,  the  reeolution  will  be  ehsogtd 
to  a  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  609)  to  enable  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  use  for  the  Femofal 
of  soattering  bands  of  Chippewa  lodiaas  to 
their  reservation  near  White  Earth  Lake,  Min- 
nesota, to  subsist  them  thereat  for  six  moathi, 
and  for  improvements  on  their  reserratioo, 
the  unexpended  balance  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  heretofore  appropriated  forthoie  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and.  with 
the  papers  from  the  Department,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT  asked,  and  by  unanlmoji 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (3. 
No.  610)  for  the  improvement  of  the  WijU- 
mette  and  Columbia  rivers,  in  Oregon;  which 
was  read  twice  by  iu  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He.  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  oil) 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  ^^f®*?* 
for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Territories  of  Washington  and  Oregon  iq  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  therein  w  tw 
years  1866  and  1860,'*  approred  March  2,  l»l; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referitato 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affau»,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  ,      . 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  asked,  sad 
by  unanimous  consent  obtained,  lea? e  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  (8.  No.  612)  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  suitable  for  the  ra» 
of  the  United  States  courts,  post  ofnce,^ 
other  necessary  offices  at  Cbariesto«rn,  w«» 
Virginia;  which  was  read  twice  by  itt  tiiW; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  BuUdin«« 
and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  «*«<*»  »^^ 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  inttodoos 
a  bill  (S.  No.  618)  to  extend  the  time  for  tw 
completion  of  the  military  road  womj^ 
Wilkins,  at  Copper  Har^>or,  in  the  Bute  oi 
Michigan,  to  Port  Howard,  at  Oreca  W^» 
the  State  of  Wisconsin ;  which  was  resd  t«ics 
by  iu  title,  referred  to  the  Cominittee  on  roo- 
lie  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  imd  by  w^J!!??? 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introdaoe  a  p»it  I 
No.  614)  for  the  relief  of  Albert  Widanfl» 
which  was  read  twice  bv  iU  title,  «*«S!-H^ 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  twaoi* 

and  ordered  to  be  printed.  ._,» 

Mr.  NYE  asked,  and  byunanicDoascoitfJJ| 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  ^l^^ 
authorizing  the  construction  of  •'^  .  m.a«J 
Pioche,  Nevada,  to  the  Utah  Central  rsilro^' 
in  Utah  Territory ;  which  was  read  tf^  "7 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  Q» '^*'^ 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.y^  .^^ 
Mr,  WILSON  aaked,  und  liftf*""*^ 
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ator  will  do  as  he  pleases  in  reference  to  that. 
For  myself,  I  did  not  propose  to  object  to  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  making  his  speech, 
hecaase  it  is  an  indulgence  which  has  been 
extended  to  several  other  Senators,  and  I  did 
not  wish  to  discriminate,  as  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, between  the  different  members  of  the 
body.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  falling 
into  a  very  unfortunate  practice  at  one  o'clock 
•ach  day  of  calling  up  some  resolution,  and 
lining  aKide  the  regular  business,  to  hear  a 
set  ppeech  upon  that  resolution.  However,  1 
do  not  propose  to  make  the  objection  here. 
I  was  in  hopes  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tuck  J  would  not  ask  to  postpone  this  measure, 
but  merely  to  pass  it  by  informally. 

Mr.  MOaiON.  I  shall  not  object  to  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  making  his  speech, 
nor  to  the  Hdoption  oi  the  motion  which  he 
has  made;  but  if  the  present,  order  of  busi- 
ness is  passed  by  informally,  it  will  then  be 
in  Uie  power  of  any  Senator  to  cut  off  further 
debate  or  any  proposition  to  amend  his  reso- 
lution as  soon  as  ne  shall  have  concluded  his 
speech.  We  do  not  propose  to  have  it  taken 
up  in  that  way.  We  are  willing  that  he  shall 
take  it  up,  and  shall  make  his  speech,  but  we 
propose  to  have  it  in  such  a  eiiuation  that 
others  may  speak  or  may  move  to  amend. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  When  1  address 
the  Senate,  particularly  recently,  I  do  so  en* 
tirely  from  a  sense  of  my  own  duty,  and  for 
the  bimple  purpose  of  expressing  my  thoughts 
and  my  feelings — for  no  other  purpose.  I 
merely  want  that  opportunity  at  the  present 
time.  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  my 
speech,  and  all  that  I  feel  any  personal  interest 
in,  is  that  I  have  the  opportunity  of  making 
it.  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  the  subject,  or 
what  disposition  ihe  Senate  may  make  of  it 
afterward ;  but  I  am  now  ready  to  make  what 
remarks  I  have  to  make  to  the  Senate,  which, 
I  suppose,  will  occupy  something  like  an  hour. 
It  is  my  purpose  to  make  this  speech  at  some 
time,  if  I  can  possibly  command  the  oppor- 
tunity, it  will  lake  no  longer  time  to  make  it 
now  I  ban  on  any  other  day,  and  I  think  that 
Senators,  especially  those  who  have  been  in- 
dulged b^  the  Senate  in  appointments  to  make 
their  particular  speeches  upon  favorite  subject-s, 
and  who  have  made  them  at  any  length  they 
ohose,  m*gbt  as  well  consent  to  bear  my  speecti 
DOW  as  at  any  other  time.  1  therefore  tmst 
that  the  motion  which  I  have  made  will  be 
accepted  by  the  Senate  with  the  ayowal  that 
when  I  have  made  my  remaiks.  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  the  Senate  may  make  what  dispo- 
sition it  pleases  of  the  subject. 
'  Mr.  SUMNEK.  1  am  reluctant  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  what  are  understood  to  be  the 
oonnesies  of  this  Chamber.  I  do  not  forget 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  some  dt»jB 
ago  gave  notice  of  his  purpose  to  address  the 
berate  to  day.  I  supposed  that  if  he  did,  it 
wuuld  be  as  other  Senators  had  spoken  during 
the  last  week  or  fortnight  while  the  other 
measure  was  pending,  simply  by  putting  that 
MS  de  informally,  so  that  that  great  measure 
might  not  lose  its  place  before  the  Senate.  1 
confess  my  reluctance  to  consent  to  any  other 
anangemeut  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the 
great  measure  of  amnesty  and  of  equal  ii>;hts 
ought  to  give  way  to  onything.  It  is  first  and 
fo<emost,  intrins.caliy  so,  above  every  otner 
queotion  that  can  be  presented. 

But  again  I  say  1  would  not  interfere  with 
the  courtesies  of  this  body.  I  would  not  de- 
piive  the  Senator  of  his  hearing,  of  his  day  in 
tins  court,  which  he  asks;  but  I  do  think  that 
it  ou^ht  to  be  according  to  our  proceedings 
during  the  last  week  and  fortnight  on  this  very 
meusure,  by  unanimous  consent.;  and  i  do  not 
doubt  that  the  same  unanimous  consent  would 
be  cheerfully  accordetl  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Yoik,  [Mr.  Conclino.]  or  the  Senator 
from  lllinoid,  [Mr.  Trumbuix,]  or  any  other 
Senator  who  should  wish  to  follow  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  By  all  the  usages  of  the 
Chamber,  it  would  be  their  title. 


Now,  I  would  submit  that  we  do  as  we  haye 
done  in  other  cases,  allow  the  pending  order 
to  be  put  aside  informally,  and  let  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  proceed,  and  if  any  other  Sen- 
ator wishes  to  amend  his  resolution  or  to  make 
remarks  upon  it,  of  course  he  will  be  entitled 
to  that  indulgence  by  a  higher  law  than  the 
rules  of  this  Chamber — that  is,  by  fairness, 
equity,  courtesy.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  Sen- 
ators who  insist  upon  another  rule  will  with- 
draw their  objection  and  allow  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  proceed  b^  unanimous  con- 
sent, putting  aside  the  pending  order  inform- 
ally. 

Mr.  CONKLTNG.  I  would  remind  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts  that  if  he 
be  right  in  saying  that  a  higher  law  than  the 
rules,  the  law  ot  courtesy,  will  give  to  all  of 
us  an  opportunity  to  amend  and  speak  to  this 
resolution  who  wish  to  do  so,  precisely  the 
same  time  will  be  occupied  in  that  way  as  will 
be  consumed  if  we  allow  it  regularly  to  displace 
the  pending  question.  The  honorable  Senator 
will  see  that  we  can  neither  gain  nor  lose  a 
moment  by  a  choice  between  the  methods,  if 
he  is  right  in  supposing  that  all  members  of 
the  body  would  accord  to  all  others  by  com- 
mon consent  the  privilege  of  debating  this 
resolution,  and  the  right  of  offering  amend- 
ments; and,  as  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Morton]  reminds  me,  should  the  debate  upon 
this  resolution  become  prolix,  unnecessary,  or 
go  to  that  sxtreme  which  would  lead  the  Sen- 
ator or  anybody  else  to  interpose,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty,  by  motion,  in  resuming  the 
consideration  of  the  amnesty  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  May  I  interrupt  the  Sen- 
ator just  there? 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SLJMNEU.  If  there  can  be  an  under- 
standing that  when  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  is  disposed  of  one  way  or 
the  other  the  amnesty  bill  shall  be  tukeii  up 
by  ceoeral  consent,  I  shall  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
co5perate  with  the  Senator. 

Now.  while  I  am  up,  i  beg  to  say  one  thing, 
for  really  I  should  consiJer  it  a  present  cilam- 
ity  if  I  were  placed  in  the  position  of  being 
wanting  in  courtesy.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sicbuFetts  says,  why  not  allow  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  proceed  as  other  Senators 
have  done?  So  I  want  him  to  proceed  as  I 
was  allowed  to  proceed  the  other  day  in  thid 
Chamber,  when  i  selected  a  vacant  day  over 
which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had 
moved  the  amnesty  b  11,  and  selecting  that 
vacant  day,  moved,  as  the  Senator  Irom  Ken- 
tucky has  now  moved,  to  take  up  by  a  vote  of 
the  Senate  a  resolution  to  whicii  I  wished  to 
speak.  The  resolution  was  taken  up;  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  hU 
right  to  speak  to  it ;  and  hii  colleague  moved 
to  postpone  it  to  another  day.  Therefore  I  can 
say  for  myself  that  i  have  asked  no  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  in  any  other  case  to  wuich  1 
object  now. 

1  say,  however,  Mr.  President,  and  I  am 
very  frank  to  say,  that4n  my  judgment,  as  far 
as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  is  such  a  res- 
olution as  this  far  from  the  ordinary  resolu- 
tions which  Senators  are  indulged  in  taking 
up  at  hap-hazard  for  the  purpose  of  submit- 
ting their  remarks.  Theretbre,  even  if  it  were 
the  ordinary  mode  of  transacting  business 
here,  even  had  1  myself  been  recei.tly  indulged, 
as  I  have  not  been,  in  laying  aside  an  import- 
ant measure  informally  and  taking  up  another 
measure  which  would  be  subject  to  the  instant 
displacement  of  any  Sena* or  who  demanded 
itj  i  should  feel  that  in  this  case  no  such  court- 
esy as  that  ought  to  prevail.  Here  is  a  reso- 
lution which  i  shall  offend  nobody  by  denom- 
inating a  very  extraor<iinary  rcioluiit^n.  It 
would  not  be  in  order  for  me  at  this  moment 
to  state  why  I  deem  it  extraordinary,  nor  how 
unu:iual  I  deem  it.  It  is  not  within  the  ordm- 
aiy  category  of  resolutions  offered  by  Sen- 


ators for  the  purpose  of  presenting  remarks. 
upon  them  ;  and  1  shall  submit  to  toe  Sesate, 
when  I  am  in  order  in  doing  so,  that  thta  rea- 
olution  having  once  been  taken  op  aboald  be 
faced  by  the  Senate,  not  avoided,  but  sboold 
be  disposed  of  upon  its  very  truth  and  merits; 
that  we  owe  that  to  ourselves  and  we  owe  it  to 
the  American  name.  This  is  not  the  time  to 
discuss  that. 

I  say,  therefore,  that  looking  to  what  we 
have  done  at  this  session,  looking  to  the  con- 
venience of  everybody  concerned  and  to  court- 
esy as  well,  the  suggestion  last  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  covers  the  *liol€ 
ground.  Let  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  pre- 
vail in  his  motion;  let  his  resolution  become 
the  regular  order  before  the  Senate,  and,  as 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  sayd— I  bor- 
row his  suggestion — as  soon  as  it  is  disposed 
of,  let  us  all  understand — though  I  am  sure 
an  understanding  is  not  necessary  on  that 

f>oint — that  we  will  follow  the  Senator  and  be 
lis  coadjutors  in  resuminjr  at  once  the  con- 
sideration of  the  amnesty  bill.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  amnesty  bill  is  so  urgent,  if  it  pre^es 
so  that  we  ought  not  to  trip  its  feet  oy  any 
intervening  business,  then  I  stand  upon  my 
objection,  and  I  trust  I  shxll  not  be  charged 
with  discourtesy,  and  I  insist  that  this  reso- 
lution must  wait  and  abide  that  time  when  I, 
too,  may  have  my  day  in  cotirt,  as  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Massachusetts  says,  and 
when  a  majority  of  the  Senate  ma^  have  the 
power  to  persist  in  its  consideration  until  a 
vote  is  recorded  showing  the  jud^rmeut  of  the 
American  Senate  upon  the  merits  and  pro- 
priety of  such  a  resolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  I  ask  leaye  to 
add  one  word.  1  concede  that  this  resolution 
is  a  very  extraordinary  resolution  ;  but  1  insist 
that  its  subject  and  the  occasion  are  rery 
J  extraordinary,  too,  and  amply  sufficient  to 
justify  the  resolution.  At  least  they  are  so  in 
my  judgment;  and  I  decide  questions  of  pro- 
priety tor  myself. 

Mr.  President,  when  I  reached  this  city  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  session  I  found 
the  Senate  in  the  midst  of  a  debate  upon  the 
proposition  to  raise  a  committee  on  investiga- 
tion and  retrenchment  i  listened  silently  to 
that  debate,  and  I  beard  the  hoaorable  Senator 
from  New  York,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
express  himself  thus  in  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Bataod:] 

**  Mr.  Con KLIKG.  I  beg  my  honorable  friend  to 
bear  ine  ezpruM  my  sarpri^e  that  he  aboald  mako 
saob  a  declaration  as  thHt  in  regard  to  uo.  I  bee  to 
put  him  right  on  that  subject,  iind  to  say  to  him  tbat 
it  is  new  to  my  apprehension  tbat  when  a  Senator 
ufferi  a  resolution  directing  inquiry  to  Im  made  in 
somo  flagrant  case,  that  implies  that  there  hetbiuks 
investigation  should  stop;  in  other  words,  having 
nominated  ono  case  which  should  bo  inveatignted, 
he  thereby  implies  tbat  no  other  ease  sboald  bo." 

1'hat  was  on  the  subject  of  a  resolution 
oflTered  by  the  honorable  Senator  himself. 

**  Now,  I  wish,  once  for  all.  to  commit  myself  to  my 
friend  and  to  biit  friends  in  this  Chauibor,  by  8.Hying 
tbat  as  often  as  be  or  any  other  member  of  tb«  body 
will  propose  any  investigation,  aimed  at  either  in- 
dividuals or  officials,  or  it  that  i^*  asking  a  responsi- 
bility to  be  assumed  irhicb  may  b«  re^Irded  as  dis- 
agreeable, whenever  any  one  will  point  oat  any 
field,  will  desiguatouny  bnincb  of  the  i>ubltc8ervioe, 
any  matter  or  thing  which  be  desires  to  be  investi- 
gated, I  will  go  with  him  to  the  very  verge  and  vote 
for  the  moitradicai, sweeping,  and  searching  ir.Tcsti- 
gation  which  he  knows  bow  to  contrive.  Tbere- 
fure,  I  beg  my  honorable  friend  never  to  suppose  of 
mo  again,  when  I  offer  a  rcf^olation  directing  tbat 
an  investigation  be  bad  of  an  instance  in  wbica  one 
culprit  biiB  appeared  and  in  which  ttiere  mny  b« 
ptfaprs  behind,  tbat  I  thereby  intend  in  any  way  to 
indicate  tbat  other  investigations  ought  not  tooocor, 
and  that  I  will  not  voto  for  them  cbeerfally." 

The  honorable  Senator,  after  awhile,  added  : 

"For  myself,  as  I  am  upon  this  point,  and  ny 
friend  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Huwsj  is  witness  to 
what  I  nm  going  to  say,  I  beg  to  make  this  remark : 
on  the  first  morning  when  this  committee  whs  pro- 
posed I  myself  drew  op  a  resolution,  which  I  bare 
m  my  de^k  now,  and  showed  it  to  Senators,  propos- 
ing to  offer  it,  raising  a  comoitiee  of  tbis  body, 
deeming  a  joint  committee  objectionable,  with  the 
aiupiest  powers,  and  diroeting  tbem  to  iuvestigat«. 
That  was  before  the  debate  at  all.  Therefore  the 
Senator  can  readily  soe  that  I  was  never  opposed  to 
this.   1  was  opposed,  ia  the  iastaooe  to  woieh  the 
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Sic.  — •  Th»t  the  Mine  jariadlctien  and  powers  are 
hereby  eonlerred  and  the  tamedaties  enjoined  upon 
the  eonrts  and  officers  of  the  United  States  in  the 
execution  of  this  act  as  are  conferred  and  enjoined 

Spon  siieh  courts  and  officers  in  sections  three,  four, 
ve,  seven,  and  ten  of  an  act  entitled  * 'An  act  to  pro- 
tect all  persons  in  the  United  States  in  their  civil 
riffbts.  and  to  furnish  the  means  of  their  vindication," 
paasod  April  9, 1866.  and  these  sections  are  hereby 
made  a  ^art  of  this  act;  and  any  of  the  aforesaid 
officers  failing  to  institute  and  prosecute  such  pro- 
oeedinss  herein  required,  shall,  fnr  every  such  of- 
fense, forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $500  to  the  per- 
son aggrieved  thereby,  to  be  recovered  by  an  action 
on  the  case,  with  full  costs  and  such  allowance  for 
counsel  fees  as  the  court  shall  deem  just,  and  shall, 
on  conviction  thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  be  fined  not  less  than  11.000  nor  more 
than  $5,000. 

Sec.  — .  That  no  person  shall  be  disqualified  for 
service  as  juror  in  any  court,  national  or  State,  by 
reason  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servi- 
tude: Provided.  Thatsnch  person  possesses  all  other 
qualifications  which  are  or  may  be  by  law  prescribed ; 
•nd  any  officer  or  other  persons  charged  with  any 
duty  in  the  selection  or  summoning  of  jurors,  who 
shall  exclude  or  fail  to  summon  any  person  for  the 
reason  above  named,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  fined  not 
less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $5,000. 

8xc. — .  That  every  law,  statute,  ordinance,  regu- 
lation, or  custom  inconsistent  with  this  act,  or 
making  any  discriminations  against  any  person  on 
account  of  color,  by  the  use  of  the  word  '*  white/'  is 
hereby  repi'aled  and  annulled. 

Sec.  ^.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judges  of 
the  several  courts  upon  which  jurisdiction  is  hereby 
conferred  to  give  this  act  in  charge  to  the  grand  jury 
of  their  respective  courts  at  the  commencement  of 
eaoh  term  thereof. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  not  well  to-day  and 
have  just  concluded  a  speech  in  another  part 
of  the  Capitol.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  going 
on  to  day,  and  let  the  bill  proceed.  If  1  am 
able  to  say  anything  before  it  gets  through,-! 
fihall  say  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thequestion 
18  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusett  s 

Mr.  SUMNER.  On  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  suggest  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose  of  perfect- 
ing bis  proposition  and  getting  it  as  near  right 
as  possible.  I  desire  to  call  the  Senators 
attention  to  this  clause,  beginning  in  the  elev- 
enth line  of  the  first  section:  ** By  trustees 
and  oflSoers  of  church  organizations.^'  I  stig- 
gest  that  that  portion  be  stricken  out 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  presents  to  the  Senate, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  bill  for  the 
relief  of  political  disabilities,  his  measure  for 
securing  more  thoroughly  their  constitutional 
rights  to  the  colored  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  He  urges,  with  that  ability  and  zeal 
which  so  eminently  characterize  him,  its  pas- 
sage at  one  and  the  same  time  with  this  pro- 
Tision  for  amnesty.  He  has  spent  nearly  two 
legislative  days  in  impressing  bis  views  upon 
the  Senate,  and  endeavoring  to  demonstrate 
the  imminent  necessity  of  coupling  these  two 
bills  together.  He  will  not  be  satisfied  to 
have  the  Senate  pass  his  bill  by  itself.  It 
must  go  band  in  naud  with  amnesty.  What 
he  calls  a  measure  of  justice  to  the  black 
man  roust  accompany  this  measure  of  recon- 
ciliation to  the  while  man.  Pari  passu,  and 
only  so,  must  they  find  their  way  to  the  stat- 
ute-book. The  Senator  insists  that  neither 
shall  stand  on  its  own  merits,  but  that  to- 
gether they  shall  stand  or  fall.  For  the  sake 
of  an  idea,  which  I  mean  no  disrespect  in 
calling  fanciful,  he  would  jeopardize,  or  most 
certainly  delay,  not  only  the  measure  of  am- 
nesty, but  equally  put  in  peril  his  great  meas- 
ure of  projection  to  the  colored  men  of  the 
conntry.  He  would  forego  the  great  grati- 
fication he  would  feel  at  the  passage  of  the 
suppicmentary  civil  rights  bill  by  a  majority 
vote,  and  subject  it  to  the  hazard  of  depend- 
ence upon  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  each  House 
of  Congress.    And  all  this  because  he  would 


see  two  things  united  which  he  thinks  the 
complements  of  each  other,  but  which  are 
mucn  more  speedily  and  much  more  naturally 
secured  separately. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  may  see 
wisdom  in  this  kind  of  parliamentary  tactics; 
but  to  men  less  awake  to  those  bidden  rela- 
tions which  may  exist  between  things  super- 
ficially dissimilar,  to  those  who  see  only  the 
obvious  bearing  of  the  case,  it  may  be  for- 
given if,  being  triendly  to  bis  bill,  they  decline 
to  subject  it  to  the  risk  of  attachment  te  a 
measure  which  can  only  pass  b^  a  two-thirds 
vote.  It  may  perhaps  also  be  forgiven  if  the 
friends  of  his  bill  suggest  that  prudence  re- 
quires that  80  important  a  measure  as  this 
supplementary  civil  rights  bill  should  pass  the 
ordeal  of  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  be  reported  by  them  to  the 
Senate.  When  we  pass  a  measure  of  that 
character  we  wish  thai  it  should  be  so  framed 
as  to  be  effective  for  its  avowed  purposes,  and 
nt  the  same  time  consistent  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution. 

We  wish  this  supplementary  civil  rights  bill 
to  be  a  complete  supplement,  leaving  nothing 
to  be  done  hereader.  We  have  seen  that  the 
efforts  heretofore  made  in  this  behalf  have 
not  fully  served  their  purpose ;  that  they  have 
needed  patching  and  repairing  and  supple* 
menting.  Let  us  be  sure  that  no  addenda  will 
be  required  when  we  shall  have  again  under- 
taken the  task  to  which  the  Senate  sets  us ; 
or,  at  least,  let  us  see  to  it  that  no  haste  and 
inconsiderate  action  shall  be  charged  on  us. 
Otherwise,  a  year  or  two  hence  the  Senator 
may  be  reading  us  again  the  contents  of  his 
letter-book,  and  a  new  batch  of  'excerpts  from 
the  newspapers  of  the  country,  in  demonstra- 
tion of  the  need  of  a  supplement  to  the  sup- 
plementary civil  rights  bill. 

I  do  not  know  that  a  line  should  be  erased, 
an  i  dotted  or  a  ^  crossed  in  the  Senator's  bill. 
It  may  be  the  best  bill  possible  for  the  pur- 
poses it  aims  to  accomplish.  I  pass  no  judg- 
ment on  it  in  this  or  any  other  regard.  I 
have  great  confidence  in  the  judgment  and 
wisdom  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts ; 
but  I  think  I  say  nothing  in  any  way  disre- 
spectful to  him  when  I  assert  that  we  should 
all  feel  more  confidence- in  voting  for  the  bill 
if  it  bad  been  passed  upon  by  our  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  Even  a  Senator  so  careful 
and  conscientious  as  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  with  regard  to  infractions 
of  constitutional  provisions  in  legislation  by 
Congress  may,  in  a  matter  so  delicate  as  this, 
leave  some  room  for  criticism  by  those  who 
are  in  a  sense  our  guides  on  such  c|uestion8. 

I  yield  no  point  to  the  Senator  in  zeal  in 
behalf  of  the  equal  rights  of  all  citizens  before 
the  law.  I  shall  not  permit  any  Senator  to 
question  my  devotion  to  those  great  principles 
of  liberty  and  equality  which,  underlie  oar 
Government,  and  which,  having  passed  through 
the  ordeal  of  rebellion  and  revolution,  have  by 
their  heat  been  branded  into  the  Constitution. 
In  a  humbler  way,  with  a  weaker  voice  and  a 
less  potent  pen,  but  as  truly  as  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  have  1  in  my  words  and 
by  my  votes  stood  up  in  this  body  for  the 
strictest  measures  of  justice  to  our  colored  fel- 
low-citizens, and  percaps  the  record  will  show 
that  on  some  of  the  great  questions  affecting 
those  rights  which  have  been  discussed  and 
decided  in  this  Chamber  my  vote  was  given 
when  the  Senator's  was  withheld. 

This  is  said  with  no  wish  to  detract  from 
the  Senator's  well-won  fame  as  the  life^long 
defender  of  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights;  it  is 
said  merely  to  remind  the  Senator  that  though 
others  may  have  been  less  conspicuous  than 
he  in  the  work  which  it  has  fallen  upon  us  to 
do  here,  others  may  have  been  equally  faithful 
in  their  way. 

And  I  cannot  permit  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  any  other  Senator,  to  place  me 
in  a  false  position  in  this  matter.  I  shall  not 
allow  him  to  class  me,  even  by  implication, 


among  thoee  who  opposey  or  among  thoee  w&e 
coldly  support,  a  measure  for  most  completely 
securing  to  every  class  of  our  citizens  their  fall 
rights.  The  comments  of  anonymous  contrib- 
utors to  newspapers  are  quite  indifferent  to  me ; 
but  I  shall  protest,  as  I  have  a  right  to  do, 
against  the  indorsement  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator of  any  charge  of  want  of  zeal  on  mjpart 
in  the  work  he  baa  so  much  at  heart. 

But,  with  all  due  respect  for  the  opinions 
and  counsel  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
I  must  nevertheless  be  permitted  to  chooae 
my  own  modes  of  action.  I  mnst  decide  for 
myself  when  and  how  I  must  act*  not  only  on 
the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill,  but  on  the 
pending  and  every  other  measure.  The  light 
which  guides  my  steps  is  doubtless  a  very  poor 
sort  of  medium  in  comparison  with  that  purer 
light  through  which  truth  finds  its  way  to  the 
intellect  of  my  honorable  friend  ;  bot  it  is  the 
only  light  I  have,  and  to  it  I  must  tmat.  I 
must  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  therefore,  if  I  fiiil  to  aee  as 
clearly  as  he  does  that  my  coarse  on  this  bill 
is  *' unreasonable,"  as  he  chooses  to  cf^arao- 
terize  it. 

Senators  must  act  hereon  their  own  respon- 
sibility ;  their  burdens  cannot  be  shifted  on  to 
other  shoulders,  however  unworthily  tbeir  own 
may  bear  them.  Each  must  be  theiudge  of 
the  '*  reasonablenees"  or  ^*  unreasonableneas" 
of  his  votes  and  his  words.  Our  object  is  a 
common  one,  that  of  shaping  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  such  fashion  as  shall  most  efieet- 
ually  secure  the  proper  ends'  of  government. 
Our  modes  and  times  of  action,  our  methods 
of  arriving  at  the  debired  results,  our  paths 
toward  the  common  goal,  will  frequently  vary, 
and  yet  none  has  the  right  to  question  the 
motives  of  any  other.  It  is  fkr  pleasanter  for 
me  to  follow  in  the  Senator's  path  than  to 
separate  from  it  and  attempt  to  trace  one  out 
for  myeelf.  Yet  earnest  as  are  the  Senator's 
convictions,  mine  are  not  less  so.  As  ranch 
respect  as  we  all  cheetfiiliy  render  to  my  bon- 
oraole  friend  for  his  zeal  and  earnestness  in 
the  work  he  assumes,  iust  so  much  is  he  bound 
to  accord  to  the  humblest  of  his  fellows  here. 

I  earnestly  desire  the  passage  of  an  amnesty 
bill.  I  have  desired  it  for  three  years.  I  have 
let  no  opportunity  pass  to  aid  in  oringing  about 
this  consummation.  It  can  pass  only  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  each  House  of  Congress.  That 
obtained,  it  is  an  accomplished  fact;  it  needs 
no  approval  by  the  President,  though  be  has 
in  advance  given'  that  approval.  To  secure 
this  object  I  wish  to  have  the  bill  pre? eoted  in 
its  simplest  form.  I  wish  to  avoid  all  entan- 
gling alliances.  Let  us  vote  on  the  question 
pnre  and  simple.  Nobody  doubts  our  power  to 
pass  it  if  we  have  votes  enough.  No  auestion 
of  constitutional  obstacles  arises  on  tnis  bill. 
The  very  article  in  which  the  disabilities  are 
imposed  provides  a  mode  of  reliefl  The  way 
is  clear,  plain,  unobstructed.  I  am  thoroughly 
opposed  to  attaching  to  it  the  biUof  the  Sena- 
tor, or  any  other  bill  which  will  draw  toward  it 
attacks  which  may  be  fatal  to  it ;  which  will 
repel  votes  which  would  otherwise  be  given 
for  it.  The  Senator  may  think  that  inasmuch 
as  his  bill  is  a  good  one,  one  which  every  friend 
of  justice  and  humanity  should  i4>prove«  it  will 
give  streufsth  to  the  amnesty  proposition.  Such 
is  not  my  opinion ;  such  is  not  the  opinion  of 
wiser  Senators  than  I  am — nay,  not  of  those 
whose  opinions  the  Senator  himself  is  wont  to 
respect.  Desiring  to  see  the  amnestr  bill  pass, 
who  cays  my  conduct  is  ''unreasonable?'^ 

Again,  sir;  I  desire  the  passage  of  a  bill  to 
secure  effectually  the  rights  of  all  citisem^, 
those  rights  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  attempts  made  even  now  in 
various  parts  of  the  conntry  to  ignore  the 
provisions  the  establishment  of  which  has  cost 
so  much,  and  the  maintenance  of  which  is  so 
dear  to  the  heart  of  every  true  republican, 
arc  evidence  that  the  Government  should 
stretch  out  its  arm  in  protection  and  defense 
over  that  class  of  citizens  whose  rights  are 
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whom  it  was  aimed  ;  no  other  name  was  sug- 
gested ;  DO  other  possible  name  was  spoken 
of;  it  was  only  in  respect  to  the  Senator-elect 
from  North  Carolina  that  the  amendment  was 
supposed  to  have  any  effect,  and  he  has  resigned 
all  claim  to  that  office,  so  that  now,  ii  the 
amendment  were  pat  on  the  bill,  it  would  be 
without  any  office  or  effect  whatever.  So  far, 
therefore*  as  that  amendment  is  concerned,  it 
is  a  matter  of  no  earthly  consequence  whether 
it  is  in  the  bill  or  not  in  the  bill. 

Then,  in  regard  to  the  other  matter,  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, a  point  of  order  was  raised.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  objects  to  going  into 
that  question  of  order  again.  Let  the  Senate 
understand  precisely  how  the  matter  stands. 
I  made  the  question  of  order.  The  Chair  had 
to  decide  it  without  argument,  for  the  rule 
required  him  to  decide  it  without  argument. 
He  did  decide  it,  and  ruled  that  the  amend- 
ment was  in  order.  I  appealed.  The  appeal 
was  debated,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  sustained  by,  I  believe,  barely  a  majority 
of  one. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Two. 

Mr.  THUKMAN.  Take  two,  if  you  please; 
it  is  a  de  minimis  non  curat  whether  it  is  one 
or  two ;  and  there  were  seventeen  absentees. 
In  a  Senate  not  full  by  any  means  that  decis- 
ion was  sustained  simply  by  a  majority  of  one 
or  two.  Is  that  a  decision  that  ought  to  govern  ? 
Is  that  a  decision  that  ought  to  stand  7  No,  sir ; 
but  it  does  stand  as  long  as  this  bill  is  before  the 
Senate.  I  cannot  renew  the  question  of  order 
on  th«s  bill,  because  the  question  has  been 
decided ;  but  whenever  a  new  bill  is  up,  then 
I  can  make  the  question  when  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  shall  offer  his  amendment 
again ;  and  it  is  in  order  that  the  sense  first 
of  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate  and 
then  of  a  full  Senate  mav  be  taken  upon  that 
point  that  I  for  one  wish  to  see  the  question 
made  again,  and  I  wish  to  see  the  present  bill 
postponed,  and  the  other  taken  up,  in  order 
that  the  q^uestion  may  be  made. 

Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  that  question,  no 
man  answered  the  argument,  no  man,  I  think, 
can  answer  the  argument,  that  if  you  were  to 

Sut  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
lassachusetts  and  pass  this  bill  through  the 
Senate  by  a  two-thirds  vote  and  send  it  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  there  should 
there  be  a  mnjority  for  it,  but  less  than  two 
thirds,  then  you  would  have  this  great  specta- 
cle presented,  of  one  half  of  that  bill  passed 
by  the  necessary  constitutional  majority  to 
enact  it  into  a  law  and  the  residue  of  the  bill 
not  passed  by  a  sufficient  number  of  votes; 
and  where,  then,  is  your  law?  What  part  of 
it  is  law  and  what  part  of  it  is  not  law  ?  No 
one  has  answered  that  question.  Whether 
gentlemen  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  an- 
swer it  or  not  I  leave  it  for  others  to  decide, 
but  that  is  a  question  which  ought  to  be  met. 

Now,  sir,  why  do  I  want  to  make  the  ques- 
tion? Not  because  I  am  not  ready  to  vote  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts. As  I  said  when  I  made  the  question 
of  order,  I  am  ready  to  vote  on  that  amend- 
naent.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  upon  it,  because, 
in  my  judgment,  no  clearer  proposition  can  be 
submitted  to  a  lawyer's  mind  than  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
is  unconstitutional,  and  without  going  at  all 
into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  his  measure,  it  is 
sufficient  for  me,  who  have  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution,  and  mean  to  obey  my  oath, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  a  plainly  unconsti- 
tutional measure. 

And  now,  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  in 
regard  to  that  measure;  that  measure  which 
was  condemned,  so  far  as  your  law  committee 
was  concerned,  when  it  was  in  a  less  obnox- 
ious form  than  it  is  now ;  that  measure  which, 
when  it  stood  alone,  was  condemned,  reportea 
against,  and  never  taken  up  by  the  Senate? 
It  is  proposed  to  take  that  measure,  add  sec- 
tion after  section  to  it,  make  it  far  more  wide- 


reachine  than  it  was  when  your  committee 
reported  upon  it,  and  pass  it  through  the 
Senate  without  ever  referring  it  to  a  commit- 
tee at  all.  The  bill  which  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  offers  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amnesty  bill  has  never  been  referred  to  a 
committee  at  this  session.  A  similar  bill 
was  referred  at  a  former  session  and  reported 
against.  He  takes  that  old  bill,  greatly  en- 
larges it,  makes  it  more  obnoxious  to  consti- 
tutional objections  than  his  old  bill  was,  and 
without  any  reference  to  a  committee  at  all 
moves  it  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  and 
so  imperfect  that  on  all  sides  we  see  it  has  to 
be  amended.  It  has  undergone  no  sufficient 
scrutiny  at  all.  The  defects  pointed  out  are 
80  glaring,  even  if  the  measure  were  ever 
so  constitutional,  that  the  Senator  is  obliged 
to  accept  amendments  the  moment  they  are 
offered. 

Take  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  [Nir.  Scott]  the  other 
day.  That  bill,  as  it  was  introduced,  pun- 
ished every  innocent  man,  woman,  and  child 
that  held  stock  in  a  corporation,  for  what  ? 
For  acts  that  every  one  of  them  might  have 
voted  against;  for  decisions  that  every  one 
of  them  might  have  opposed,  if  there  was  a 
bare  majority  of  the  direction  in  that  corpor- 
ation that  made  a  particular  decision,  or  with- 
out that,  if  some  officer  or  agent  of  that  cor- 
F oration  violated  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
t  confiscated  their  property,  brought  ruin 
upon  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  giiilty,  all 
alike ;  took  away  State  charters,  deprived  cor- 
porations of  millions  of  property,  and  reduced 
to  ruin  and  bankruptcy  thousands  of  men. 
The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  saw  that.  He 
is  accustomed  to  look  at  the  details  of  a  bill, 
to  scrutinize  with  a  lawyer's  eye  the  provisions 
of  a  law;  he  saw  the  impropriety  ;  he  pointed 
it  out ;  it  was  glaring ;  and  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  accepted  his  amendment.  So 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Frblimo- 
uutsen]  the  other  day  pointed  out  other 
defects  in  the  bill,  and  they  were  corrected. 
And  so  again  did  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Morton]  this  morning. 

And  now  this  bill  that  is  to  be  amended  here 
in  open  Senate  by  these  straggling  amend- 
ments, with  no  careful  examination  of  them, 
no  silting  down  in  a  committee-room  and  care- 
fully discussing  the  details  of  the  measure,  as 
would  be  necessary  if  it  were  ever  so  constitu- 
tional— this  bill  of  mere  ordinary  legislation  is 
to  be  forced  on  to  this  amnesty  bill,  for  what 
purpose  ?  That  you  may  have  a  fine  rhetorical 
sentence,  that  justice  went  with  grace :  that 
yon  were  just  as  well  as  generous;  ana  that 
while  you  held  out  amnesty  to  the  white  peo- 
ple of  the  South,  in  the  same  hands  you  held 
out  justice  to  the  black  people  all  over  the 
country  I  That  is  all  very  beautiful  rhetoric ; 
that  makes  an  exquisitely  fine  heading  to  a 
speech,  or  perhaps  to  a  bill ;  but  I  submit  to 
the  Senate  that  it  is  not  the  kind  of  considera- 
tion that  should  make  us  depart  from  the  plain 
proper  modes  of  legislation  which  require  that 
an  amnesty  bill  shall  stand  by  itself,  that  as  it 
requires  two  thirds  to  pass  it  it  shall  not  have 
amendments  put  upon  it  which  can  be  made 
law  by  a  bare  majority  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  that  it  shall  not  have  amendments 
put  on  it  that  have  no  relation  properly  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  bill.  I  say  this  reason 
that  has  been  given  is  altogether  insufficient 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  given. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  if  there  is  a  majority 
of  the  Senate— and  I  do  not  know  but  that 
there  is — in  favor  of  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  why  can  he  not  be  con- 
tent with  taking  that  bill  up  and  passing  it  by 
a  majority?  Why  insist  upon  sticking  it  on 
this  bill?  Why  insist  upon  putting  it  in  a 
place  where  it  does  not  belong?  We  have 
several  months  yet  of  this  session.  This  very 
debate  has  not  been  lost.  The  merits  and 
demerits  of  his  bill  have  been  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  debate  will  not  have  been  lost  I 


when  he  shall  introduce  his  bill  as  an  inde- 
pendent measure,  or  call  it  up  at  any  time,  for 
there  it  is  on  the  Calendar.  ^  What  rettson, 
then,  can  be  given  for  urging  it  as  an  amend- 
ment  now?  Why  not  t«ke  it  up  by  i  self? 
If  there  is  a  majority  to  pass  it  that  mMJor  ty 
can  take  it  up  any  day,  make  it  a  special  order 
any  day,  and  continue  its  discussion  until  ii  ii 
disposed  of.  But  no,  sir ;  nothing  will  do 
but  that  it  must  be  stuck  on  thi^  bill ;  that  ia 
the  only  place  for  it,  in  order  that,  as  1  said 
before,  we  may  have  a  high  sounding  title  to 
the  bill — a  bill  of  grace  for  the  graceless,  and 
of  justice  to  the  unfortunate  I 

'Ihe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  SuQih 
Carolina,  to  postpone  the  present  and  a  1  prior 
orders  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  him,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demauded  by 
the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

The  veas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  NYE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  exactly  understand  the  tactics  of  this 
movement  The  other  day,  when  that  second 
bill  came  over  from  the  House  of  Eepresenl- 
atives,  I  suspected  that  this  attempt  would  be 
made.  I  do  not  know  much  about  ihat  second 
bill ;  the  honorable  Senatorfrom  Ohio  who  has 
just  taken  hisseat  knows  all  about  it;  bat  what 
I  want  to  ask  him  and  ask  the  Senate  and  ask 
the  country  is,  how  a  rule  of  action  is  to  be 
established  in  this  body  7  I  recollect  distinctly 
that  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  and  this  body  deliberately 
voted  that  the  appeal  was  not  well  taken,  and 
thereby  made  a  rule  which  is  to  gover^  the  case 
under  consideration.  1  do  not  understand  the 
kindofslight-of-band  by  which  the  House  sends 
over  to  us  a  new  bill  to  order  when  an  amend- 
ment is  put  on  here  they  do  not  like.  Wise 
men  have  been  here  in  my  hearing  for  a  fort- 
night discussing  the  great  question  of  tbis 
amendment,  and  every  authority  from  A  to  Z 
has  been  exhausted  upon  it.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  has  given  us  his  argument, 
and  almost  all  Senators  here  who  are  ^iven  to 
talking  have  discussed  this  great  question  and 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment. 

Sir,  is  tbis  mere  play?  Are  we  thus  to  be 
trifled  with  ?  Is  slipping  a  bill  from  the  bot- 
tom of  another  package  to  stultify  the  entire 
argument  on  both  sides?  I  have  never  seen 
my  friend  from  Illinois,  who  is  always  so  elo- 
quent, more  elo(^uent  than  be  was  upon  tbis 
great  measure  ot  grace  and  opposed  to  this 
amendment.  I  BU]>posed  he  was  in  earnest. 
1  meant  to  say  a  single  word  before  I  voted 
on  this  bill  to  convince  him  that  I  thought  he 
was  in  earnest.  I  vote  for  this  amendment  to 
relieve  not  thousands,  nor  hundreds,  but  mil- 
lions, who  are  not  charged  with  any  offense  or 
crime,  but  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  this 
country  stand  in  glaring  contrast  to  those  who 
ask  for  relief  by  the  bill  itself 

Sir,  I  have  never  been  a  very  strong  advo* 
cate  for  amnesty.  I  want  that  understood.  I 
regard  the  sin  that  those  men  committed  as  a 
sin  against  the  political  spirit,  for  which  there 
is  no  forgiveness  on  earth.  They  ought  to  know 
it;  and  when  men  stand  here  and  demand  far 
their  constituents,  whose  hands  are  already  red 
with  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  this  nation  and 
the  authority  to  exercise  political  power,  we 
ask  this  amendment  that  five  millions  of  peo- 
ple who  are  discarded  now  from  your  pub- 
lic conveyances  shall  be  admitted.  My  Loo- 
orable  friend  from  Ohio  sees  the  uneonatitu- 
tionality  of  that  as  quick  as  can  be;  but  there 
is  no  question  of  constitutionali^  about  the 
other  proposition  I 

Sir,  there  is  a  question  in  my  constitution 
about  it.  [Laughter.]  I  have  seen  the  very 
atmosphere  rent  over  and  thrown  into  commo- 
tion like  the  power  of  the  earthquake  by  this 
rebellion ;  I  have  seen  too  many  habiliments 
of  mourning ;  I  know  who  caused  all  this,  and 
1  am  not  for  granting  them  extra  favors.  iJere 
they  stand  at  the  door  knocking  for  adaunioa 
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Bat  I  know  very  well,  Mr.  President,  that 
with  some  gentlemen  anything  like  a  constitn- 
tional  argnment  is  onW  a  subject  of  ridicule. 
They  do  not  regard  the  Constitution  of  this 
country  as  anything  but  a  subject  of  ridicule. 
They  have  no  love  for  it,  no  reverence  for  it ; 
I  will  not  say  they  have  no  respect  for  it ;  I 
will  not  say  that  they  never  do  obey  it  in  any- 
thing ;  but  wherever  it  stands  in  their  way  it 
fi^Us  before  them  as  a  matter  of  no  earthly  con- 
sequence, of  no  earthly  consideration.  And 
therefore  it  is  very  easy  for  them  to  get  up  and 
say,  '*  We  are  tired  of  hearing  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.''  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  Sena- 
tors who  are  tired  of  hearing  of  the  Constitu- 
tloDi  and  who  will  continue  to  be  tired  of  it 
just  so  long  as  there  is  any  Constitution  to 
talk  about.  I  for  one  am  not  tired  of  it.  I 
ibr  one  believe  that  a  constitution  is  essential 
to  the  existence  of  free  government.  There 
has  not  been  one  day  for  the  last  two  hundred 
years  in  America  that  the  people  did  not  have 
a  written  constitution.  Why,  sir,  before  the 
Union  existed,  in  the  old  Colonies  there  were 
what  were  equivalent  or  tantamount  to  writ- 
ten constitutions.  The  idea  of  a  written  con- 
Btitution,  one  which  shall  place  limitations  upon 
the  powers  of  the  government,  is  an  idea  as 
old  as  the  settlement  of  America.  The  old 
royal  charters  were  in  tbe  nature  of  constitu- 
tions, and  placed  limits  upon  the  powers  of 
government. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Not  as  against  the  rights 
of  the  people,  but  quite  the  reverse. 

Mr.  THU  RM AN.  They  placed  limitations, 
I  said,  upon  the  power  of  the  Government. 
They  were  in  tbe  nature  of  constitutions  which 
had  to  be  observed.  But  the  settlers  were 
hardly  warm  in  their  seats  on  the  James  river 
in  1620  and  odd  when  they  solemnly  declared 
in  the  Legislature  of  that  infant  Commonwealth 
that  they  bad  a  right  to  make  laws  and  to 
frame  a  constitution  for  their  government,  and 
they  did  it ;  and  from  tbe  time  the  first  perma- 
nent settlement  was  made  by  tbe  An^lo-Saxon 
race  on  this  continent  down  to  this  day  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  thought  that 
a  written  Constitution  which  placed  limitations 
upon  tbe  powers  of  government  was  essential 
to  tbe  existence  of  liberty  and  to  the  safety 
of  the  people.  But  in  these  latter  days  it  has 
got  to  be  the  vogue  to  laugh  at  constitutions 
and  ridicule  constitutions,  and  to  attempt  to 
heap  ridicule  upon  any  one  who  maintains 
that  a  constitution  deserves  to  be  obeyed. 
Well,  sir,  J,  for  one,  am  not  to  be  deterred  by 
any  such  ridicule,  and  when  my  mind  is  clearly 
made  up  that  a  measure  is  unconstitutional  I 
shall  not  cease  to  oppose  it,  no  matter  how 
popular  that  measure  may  be,  and  no  matter 
now  much  denunciation  or  ridicule  my  oppo- 
sition may  subject  me  to. 

Now,  sir,  not  for  the  benefit  of  m^r  friend 
from  Nevada  at  all,  for  I  despair  of  him,  but 
for  the  benefit  of  some  others  who  are  not 
impervious  to  a  constitutional  argument, 
allow  me,  even  at  this  late  hour,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  of  the  fea- 
tures of  this  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  some  reasons  why  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Under  what  clause  of  the  Constitution,  pray, 
is  this  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
brought  forward?  Of  course  under  the  four- 
teenth amendment.  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  under 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  although 
that,  it  seems,  is  above  the  Constitution  in  tbe 
minds  of  some.  It  is  not  under  e  pluribua 
unum,  1  think  you,  Mr.  President,  (Mr.  Car- 
PBNTBR  in  the  chair,)  exploded  that  once.  It 
is  not,  then,  under  e  pluribus  unum,  or  under 
the  Declaration  of  Independeace.  but  it  is  under 
tbe  fourteenth  article  of  amenaments  to  the 
Constitution. 

Now,  what  is  it  that  this  bill  assumes  to  reg- 
ulate? The  privileges  of  American  citizens. 
That  is  the  thing.  It  is  the  privileges  of 
American  citizens.  What  are  these  privileges? 
The  privilege  to  go  into  all  places  that  are 


created  or  regulated  by  law,  the  privilege  of 
every  citizen  Jto  go  into  such  a  place  and  to 
enjoy  whatever  is  there  to  be  enjoyed.  That 
is  the  proposition.  Whatever  is  created  or  reg- 
ulated by  law  is  a  matter  in  which  every  citizen 
has  equal  *privile^es.  Therefore  all  citizens 
have  an  equal  privilege  to  go  into  a  hotel  and 
abide  there ;  ail  have  an  equal  privilege  to  go 
into  a  theater  and  to  witness  the  performance, 
to  go  into  a  church  if  it  is  an  incorporated 
church,  and  nearly  all  churches  are,  and  to  be 
seated  there ;  to  be  buried  in  any  cemetery  if 
it  belongs  to  an  incorporated  association,  and 
most  of  the  cemeteries  do  ;  and  so  on  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  These  are  privileges,  it  is 
said,  that  belong  to  the  citizen  of  the  United 
States;  that  are  guarantied  to  him  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment. 

Now,  I  want  Senators  to  bear  in  mind -the 
language  of  that  amendment  that  I  shall  pres- 
ently call  their  attention  more  particularly  to. 
The  difference  between  privilege  and  protec- 
tion is  clearly  recognizea  in  this  constitutional 
amendment  It  is  privileges  that  we  are  deal- 
ing with  now  ;  it  is  not  with  protection.  This 
is  a  bill  to  secure  to  everyone  equal  privileges, 
not  equal  protection  against  injury  or  wrong 
or  outrage  or  violence.  It  is  not  to  secure 
either  lite  or  liberty  or  property,  because  a 
man's  life  does  not  depeod  on  whether  he  can 

§0  into  a  theater  or  not ;  his  liberty  does  not 
epend  on  whether  he  can  go  into  a  theater  or 
not ;  his  property  does  not  depend  on  whether 
he  can  go  into  a  theater  or  not 

It  is  not  life,  or  liberty,  or  property,  then, 
that  we  are  called  upon  by  this  bill  to  protect. 
It  is  not  the  protection  of  either  of  them,  but 
it  is  the  priviieffes  which  it  is  said  belong  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  that  this  bill  is 
designed  to  protect  and  enforce.  Now,  what 
says  the  constitutional  amendment  under  which 
alone  you  can  claim  any  power  to  pass  any 
such  bill?  It  is  as  plain  as  the  spectacles  on 
my  nose : 

**  No  State  shall  make  or  enforoe  any  law  which 
shall  abridge  the  privilaffwor  immnnitlei  of  citiitna 
of  the  United  States." 

No  State  shall  make  the  law  or  enforce  the 
law.  Well,  sir,  the  law  must  be  made  either 
by  the  Federal  Govenunent  or  by  the  State 
government,  or  it  is  no  law  at  all.  It  must  be 
either  a  law  recognized  as  the  law  of  the  State, 
and  therefore  impliedly  made  by  it,  or  ex- 
pressly made  by  it  through  its  legislative  body, 
or  it  must  be  a  law  of  the  Federal  Qovemment ; 
otherwise,  it  is  no  law  at  all.  Now,  the  Con- 
stitution says  that  no  State  shall  make  or 
enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  priv- 
ileges or  immunities  of  the  citizen. 

What  does  this  bill  say  7  This  bill  says  to  a 
Louisianian,  ''Although  your  State  has  made 
a  law  that  negro  men  shall  have  equal  privi- 
leges in  theaters,  churches,  and  places  of  pub- 
lic resort  with  the  white  men  in  your  State ; 
although  you  punish  anyone  who  aball deprive 
them  of  that  privilege  or  immunity,  or  refuse 
it  to  them ;  although  your  State  has  tnade  no 
law  to  deprive  them  of  any  such  privilege  or 
immunity;  although  your  courts  enforce  no 
law  to  deprive  them  of  such  privileges  and  im- 
munities; although  just  tbe  contrary  is  the 
truth  ;  although  your  State  through  its  Legis- 
lature, through  itA  judiciary,  through  its  Exec- 
utive, is  enforcing  the  law  to  secure  privileges 
and  immunities  to  every  man,  irrespective  of 
color,  race,  condition,  or  previous  servitude  in 
in  all  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  yet  we  step  in 
and  take  from  your  State  courts  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  tjiis  subject  and  take  it  all  into  the 
Federal  courts,  and  punish  men  even  to  the  for- 
feiture of  charter,  even  to  the  taking  away  of 
their  charters  from  churches,  from  cemetery 
associations,  from  schools,  from  theaters,  from 
everything  that  belongs  to  the  law  there — 
we  will  step  in  and  take  away  all  these  char- 
ters and  punish  with  fine  and  imprisonment 
these  people  who  are  already  subject  to  the 
law  ot  Louisiana,  and  in  respect  to  whose 
negroes  not  one  sicfU  law  has  been  passed 


or  enforced  to  deprive  them  of  the  privUegM 
or  immunities  that  belong  to  them,  or  tMt 
belong  to  all  other  men.'' 

Take  the  case  of  South  Carolina.  My  &i«od 
[Mr.  Sawteb]  has  said  this  morning  ibat 
under  the  law  of  South  Carolina  a  imdroMl 
company  can  make  no  discrimination  betwtaca 
white  and  black  passengers.  I  suppoee  it  u 
the  same  in  hotels  too,  and  the  same  in  achoola. 
Now,  what  do  you  say?  Has  South  Carolina 
made  or  enforced  any  law  that  abridges  any 
citizen  in  his  privileges  or  immunittea?  No, 
sir ;  just  the  reverse  is  the  truth.  And  yet  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  proposes  to  go 
down  into  South  Carolina,  take  away  tbete 
cases  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts, 
transfer  them  ail  into  the  Federal  courts,  for- 
feit State  charters,  inter^ire  with  State  rolea, 
interfere  with  the  worship  of  religion  In 
churches,  interfere  with  everythin^^ — ^in  a  word, 
while  the  State  itself  has  not  deprived  a  single 
citizen,  white  or  black,  of  any  privilege  or 
immunity  that  belongs  4o  him.  And  jet  it  it 
said  that  this  bill  is  constitutional  under  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  only 
gives  you  authority  to  act  where  the  State  has 
made  or  enforced  a  law  that  deprived  a  cititen 
of  his  privileges  or  immunities,  which  gives 
you  no  right  to  act  unless  the  State  has  made 
or  enforced  such  a  law  as  that  i  Under  a  Con- 
stitution which  says  that  until  the  State  has 
made  or  enforced  such  a  law  you  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  have  no  power  at 
all,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  wipes  it 
all  away  and  says  that  he  will  go  down  there 
with  this  bill  of  his,  a  supplementary  civil 
rights  bill,  and  assume  the  whole  protection 
of  all  the  privileges  and  imssunities  Uiat  baloBg 
to  every  man  in  that  State  1 

Well,  sir,  what  more  does  the  foarteenth 
amendment  say? 

**  Nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  penoa  of  lth» 
llbertF.  or  property  without  due  process  of  Imt." 

Of  course  that  clause  gives  no  sanetioa  to 

this  bill.   This  bill  cannot  fall  under  that,  for, 

in  the  first  place,  no  State  has  deprived  any 

person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  wiihont  due 

process  of  law.    But  the  privilege  and  immun- 

nity  here  spoken  of  are  neither  Ufe,  liberty,  nor 

property,  as  I  have  already  stated.   Then  what 

IS  the  last  clause? 

**  Nor  deny  to  any  person  within  Its  jarlsdieCloB 
the  eqaal  protection  of  the  iawe." 

That,  taken  in  connection  with  the  first 
clause  which  relates  to  privileges  and  immun- 
ities, shows  that  what  is  there  meant  1^  '*  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws''  is  that  each  Mr- 
son  shall  be  entitled  to  that  nrotection  which 
the  law  affords  for  his  life,  liDerty,  and  Prop- 
erty to  the  other  citixeas  in  the  State;  ana  that 
is  all  of  that. 

With  all  the  tautology  of  this  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  you  find  what  is  very  dear,  that 
it  speaks  of  "privileges  and  immnniiiee"  as 
one  thing;  it  speaks  of  ''life,  liberty,  and 
property''  in  another  sentence;  and  it  speaks 
of  the  **  protection  of  the  laws"  as  not  a  privi- 
lege or  immunity,  but  as  another  right  that 
belongs  to  a  citizen.  But  this  bill  is  only  to 
secure  privileges  and  immunities,  and  in  re- 
spect to  them  ihe  Constitution  is  plain  that  no 
State  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  to  deprive 
any  citizen  of  them,  and  it  is  equallvdear  that 
YOU  have  no  right  to  interfere  uutJ  the  State 
has  made  or  enforced  such  a  law. 

I  say,  then,  without  going  further  into  this 
matter,  although  tbe  suoject  is  by  no  mtini 
exhausted,  that  to  my  mind  nothing  is  clearer 
than  that  this  bill  is  a  plain  usurpation  of  power 
that  does  not  belong  to  CoE^ress  at  all,  and  if 
so,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  merits  of  the 
general  subject,  that  is  a  sufficieat  reason  with 
me  for  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  President.  I  want,  before  I  close,  to 
notice  one  remark  of  tl^e  Senator  from  Nevada 
that  did  verv  (^reat  injustice  to  tbe  absent  Sfn* 
ator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  ALCoasr,]  U» 
alluded  to  tbe  remark  made  by  the  Seaatoc 
from  Mississippi,  that  if  amnesty  had  not  beso 
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ttme,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REMOVAL  OF  CAUSES. 

Mr.  'SHERWOOD  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1100)  relatinj;  to  removal  of  causes 
from  the  State  to  the  United  States  courts ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of 
the  Laws,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DONATION  OF  CONDEMNED  CANNON. 

Mr.  McClelland  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
]\.  No.  1091)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  deliver  to  the  president  of  the  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Monument  Association 
four  condemned  cannon  and  sixteen  cannon 
balls ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FRANCIS  y.  GREBNK. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  78)  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  acting  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Fran- 
cis v.  Greene  as  passed  assistant  surgeon  in 
the  Navy ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LOUISA  BRBNSTADT. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.R. 
No.  1101)  granting  a  pension  to  Louisa  Bren- 
stadt,  mother  of  Louis  Brenstadt,  late  a  pri- 
vate in  company  I,  seventeenth  Missouri  vol- 
unteers; which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HARBOR  OF  BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND. 

Mr.  SWANN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1102)  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  to  increase  the 
custom-house  and  revenue  accommodations 
of  said  city ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  R.  HOLLAND. 

Mr.  PORTER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1103)  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Holland; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  CAUSES,  ETC. 

Mr.  PORTER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1104)  for  the  removal  of  civil  and  criminal 
causes  from  certain  State  courts  to  the  Federal 
courts,  and  the  commencement  of  such  causes 
therein,  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  PORTER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1106)  for  the  removal  of  all  disabilities 
imposed  oy  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth 
article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  tiipe,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judi^iary^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILMINGTON  AND  MANCHESTER  RAILROAD. 

Mf.  WADDELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1106)  to  pay  the  Wilmington  and  Manches- 
ter Railroad  Company  for  carrying  the  United 
States  cnailff ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond tin^e,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Dffice  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BRYAN  TYSON. 

Mr.  COBB  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1107)  for.  the  relief  of  Bryan  Tyson,  to  indem- 
nify ni;n  for  moneys  paid  as  i^  deficit  for  cer- 
tain inail  service ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 


OBOROB  W.  MORSE. 

Mr.  WALLACE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1108)  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Morse ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  with 
the  accompanying  petition  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SUPERVISORS  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 

No.  1109)  to  provide  for  supervisors  of  elec- 
I  tions  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes : 
|\which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 

to  the    Committee  on    the    Judiciary,  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRESERVATION  OF  BALLOTS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  11 10)  to  preserve  the  ballots  cast  at  and 
all  papers  connected  with  elections  held  for 
Representatives  and  Delegates  to  Congress,aad 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WATER  COMMUNICATION. 

Mr.  PRICE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  relative 
to  water  communication  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Mississippi ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Cimmittee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MONTGOMERY,  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1111)  to  provide  for  a  building  suited  to 
the  use  of  the  post  office,  land  and  revenue 
officers,  and  the  judicial  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HENRY   FULENWIDER. 

Mr.  TURNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1112)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Fulen- 
wider ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  ana 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  TENNESSEE  RIVER. 

Mr.  SLOSS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1118)  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee 
river  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CYPRESS  LODGE  OF  MASONS. 

Mr.  SLOSS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1114)  for  the  relief  of  Cypress  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Florence,  Ala- 
bama ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Mr.  SLOSS  also  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1115)  for  the  relief  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  at  Decatur,  Alabama ;  which  was 
read  a  firstand  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HARLOW  J.  PHELPS  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  SHELDON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1116)  for  the  relief  of  Harlow  J.  Phelps 
&  Co. ;  which  was  read  a  firstand  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAVY- YARD  AT  BATON  ROUQB. 

Mr.  DARRALL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1117)  to  establish  a  permanent  navy-yard 
and  depot  at  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  DARRALL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1116)  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  and  to 
protect  certain  public  works  of  improvement; 


which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DARRALL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1119)  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  to  navigation  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Calcasieu  river  and  the  month 
of  Atchafalaya  bay,  Louisiana;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CHIEF  CLERK  STATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  MONROE  introdnced  a  bUl  (H.  R.- 
No.  1120)  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
chief  clerk  of  the  Department  ef  State;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

DIPLOMATIC  OFFICERS  DYING  ABROAD. 

Mr.  MONROE  also  introduced  a  biU  (H.  E. 
No.  1121)  to  i^rant  a  pecuniary  allowance  to 
the  families  of  diplomatic  and  consular  officert 
who  die  abroad ;  which  was  read  a  firat  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CANNON  FOR  SOLDIBRfi'  MONUMENTS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  79)  donating  four  bronze 
or  brass  guns  for  the  Hancock  County,  Ohio, 
Monumental  Association;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  AMBLER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
1122)  granting  condemned  cannon  to  the  Jef- 
ferson County  Monumental  Association  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JAMES  F.  STUART  AND  CHARLES  PATTON. 

Mr.  AMBLER  also  introdnced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1128)  granting  certain  pablic  lands  to 
James  F.  Stuart  and  Charles  Patton  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

INDEMNITY  TO  KENTUCKY,  ETC. 

Mr.  McHENRY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1124)  to  indemnify  the  State  of  Kentucky  and 
other  States  for  expenses  incurred  by  them  in 
defense  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REMOVAL  OF   POLITICAL  DISABILTTIBS. 

Mr.  McHENRY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1125)  'to  remove  the  disabilities  im- 
posed by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  on  A.  F.  Lish  and  three  other 
citizens  of  Kentucky ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING,  PADUCAU. 

Mr.  CROSSLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  1120)  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  court-house  and  post  office  in  the 
city  of  Paducah,  Kentucky ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Gronnds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  LAW^S. 

Mr.  VAUGHAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1127)  to  better  secure  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  timo,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SUSAN  L.  GALLOWAY. 

Mr.  PACKARD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1128)  for  the  relief  of  Susan  L.  Gallo- 
way ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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8UEVKT  OF  TBXAS  RItBRS. 

Mr.  HERNDON  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1156)  appropriating  money  for  the  sur- 
vey and  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Sabine  Pass/ and  the  rivers  Sabine,  Nueces, 
Anj;elina,  and  Trinity,  in  the  State  of  Texas ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

8TATB  WAB  SXPBN8B8. 

Mr.  PALMER  introduced  a  bill  (U.  R.  No. 
1157)  making  appropriation  to  indemnify  cer- 
tain States  for  expenses  incurred  in  defense  of 
the  United  States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

UTAH  AND  NORTHBBN  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  PALMER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1168)  granting  the  right  of  way  through 
:'  o  public  lands  to  the  Utah  and  Northern 
icia  Iroad  Company;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  LAnas,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JBSSB  OLDBR. 

Mr.  DONNAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1159)  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Older,  a  surviving 
soldier  of  the  war  cf  1812  ;  which  was  read  a 
first  aud  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of 
1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BXTBNSION  OF  LAND-GRANT. 

Mr.  RUSK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
IIGO)  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consm  to  complete  the  road  from  Lake  St. 
Croix  to  Lake  Superior;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HARBOR  or  EBNOSHA,  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1161)  making  an  appropriation  to  aid  in 

f^mpletinflr  the  harbor  at  Kenosha^  in  the 
tate  of  Wisconsin ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

QBORGB  J.  ST.  LOUIS. 

Mr.  SAWYER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1162)  granting  apension  to  George  J.  St.  Louis, 
private  in  company  A,  thirty*third  Illinois 
volunteers ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BURVBT  Of  FRIVATB  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HOUGHTON  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1168)  to  expedite  the  survey  of  private 
land  claims ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SUPPRBSSION  OF  POLTOAMT. 

Mr.  SARGENT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1164)  to  suppress  polygamy,  and  to  enable 
the  people  of  Utah  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  eoyernment ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  and  ordered  to.be  printed. 

IIARINB  HOSPITAL  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

Mr.  SARGENT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
B.  No.  1165)  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

Mr.  SARGENT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1166)  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  on  the  vacant  half  of 
the  custom-house  lot  at  San  Francisco ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

WIMONA  AND  ST.  PBTBR8  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  BUNNELL  introdneed  a  bUl  (H.  R. 


No.  1167)  granting  permission  to  the  Winona 
and  St.  Peters  Railroad  Company  to  change 
the  direction  of  that  railroad ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SPRING PIBLD  AND  DAKOTA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  BUNNELL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1168)  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Springfield  and  Dakota  Central  railroad ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

HBLEN  M.  8TANSBURT. 

Mr.  AVERILL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1160)  for  the  relief  of  Helen  M.  Stansbury, 
widow  of  Major  Howard  Stansbury,  deceased : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ana 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

FRANCISCO  B.  DB  COSTER. 

Mr.  AVERILL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1170)  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  de 
Coster,  of  Litchfield,  Meeker  county,  Minne- 
sota ;  w^ich  was  read  a  first  atid  second  time, 
and  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

IMPORTATION  OF  MAOHINKRT. 

Mr.  SLATER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1171)  to  admit  free  of  duty  certain  machinery 
imported  from  foreign  countries ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ABRAM  n.  HBRR. 

Mr.  McGREW  iutroduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1172)  providing  for  the  relief  of  Abram  H. 
Herr ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

BUTRO  TUNNEL. 

Mr.  KENDALL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1178)  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Sutro  tunnel  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
mineral  lands;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Mines  and  Mining,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MILITARY  RBSERVATXONS. 

Mr.  GARFIELDE,  of  Washington,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1174)  to  amcna  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition 
of  useless  military  reservations;*'  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

COLORADO  RAILROADS. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1176)  granting  right  of  way  over  the  public 
domain  and  confoning  corporate  powers  to 
certain  railroad  companies  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BLACK  UILLS  PINE  LANDS. 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG  introduced  a  bUl  (H. 
R.  No.  1176)  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Black  Hills  pine  lands  from  the  Indian 
tribes  in  western  Dakota ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TERRITORIAL  PENITENTIARIES. 

Mr.  MERRITT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1177)  transferring  the  control  of  certain 
territorial  penitentiaries  to  the  several  Terri- 
tories in  which  the  same  are  located ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

LARAMIE  WATER  AND  DITCH  COMPANY. 

Mr.  JONES  introduced  a  bill  (E.  R.  No. 
1178)  to  grant  the  right  of  way  to  the  Laramie 
Water  and  Ditch  Company  over  pablie  lands 


in  Albany  county,  Wyoming  Territory ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  tn 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JAIL  IN  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  85)  in  relation  to  the  jail  for 
the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Colambia,  and  ordeted 
to  be  printed. 

WASHIKQTON  NATIONAL  MONUMBNT. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (GL 
R.  No.  1179)  appropriating  $200,000  for  the 
completion  oi  the  Washington  national  mon- 
ument ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

RBLIBF  FROII  IMPORT  DITTISS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  States  and  Territo- 
ries having  now  been  called  through  for  billa 
and  joint  resolutions  on  leave,  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order  during  the  mornine  hoar  is  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  introouced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hale,]  and  com- 
log  over  from  the  morning  hour  of  Mondar 
last  as  unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  (EL 
li.  No.  878)  to  relieve  American-bailt  ateaners 
and  vessels  from  import  duties  laid  upon  ma- 
terials and  articles  entering  into  their  constmc- 
tion,  repair,  and  use.  The  pending  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Dawes, J  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  MeansL  and  upon 
that  question  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Hale]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HALE  then  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  commenced  last  Mondaj.  [See  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
just  one  moment? 

Mr.  HALE.    I  cannot  yield  for  anj  debate. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Maine  how  he  facilitates  the  passage 
of  -this  bill  by  a  short  speech  every  Mondav 
which  postpones  action  from  week  to  weec 
and  threatens  to  delay  the  bill  to  the  end  of 
the  session?  If  he  is  in  real  earnest  in  this 
matter,  let  us  have  a  vote  on  the  proposition 
he  offers  and  on  the  amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose. I  am  for  this  bill ;  but  I  am  for  some- 
thing that  will  really  revive  shipping  as  well 
as  allow  ship-building,  which  will  revive  navi- 
gation as  well  as  help  commerce.  Under  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  I  ask 
for  the  reading  of  my  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.  One  word  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox. J  I  tnink 
the  House  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  I 
have  certain l^r  been  very  forbearing  in  regard 
to  occupying  its  time.'  I  prefer  to  have  a  rote 
rather  than  take  up  time  by  more  speech-mak- 
inc.  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  be  for  my 
bill,  but  he  would  like  it  better  with  his  amend- 
ment.    I  should  like  it  a  great  deal  worse. 

The  SPEAKER.  Of  course  while  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  is  pending  no  amendment  can  be 
entertained.  The  Chair  will  explain  the  par- 
liamentary attitude  of  the  bilL  The  motion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  [Mr.  Dawes]  is  to  refer  the  bill  to 
his  committee.  If  the  previous  question  be 
called  and  seconded,  the  first  question  will  be 
upon  the  reference  of  the  bill.  If  it  be  referred, 
of  course  that  enda  the  matter  in  the  House 
for  the  present.  If  the  bill  be  not  referredi 
then  the  previous  question  will  operate  until 
the  engrossment  and  third  reading. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  previous  question  is  TOted 
down  can  I  not  offer  my  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  while  the  motion  to 
refer  is  pendine. 

Mr.  COX.  I  mean  after  tiie  motion  to  refer 
has  been  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  Bv  that  time  Uie  momiDg 
hour  would  probably  be  exhausted,  and  the 
previous  question  not  operating,  the  bit!  woald 
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neoMMrilT.go  orer.  The  ftmeDdniaiit  wnt  to 
the  desk  bj  the  gaotlemBii  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Coz]  will  be  read. 

Tbe  Clerk  reftd  m  follows: 

Add  Ibe  folIowlDi  u  1  n«»  HotEoii : 

And  bw  it/>tnlurnuici,d,  IbaC  all  ibipi  of  woi>d  or 
irOD  to  bs  uiftd  in  Ibe  foraiga  Uads,  and  panhund 
ID  cood  faith  for  that  purpoae  br  oitiiana  of  tbe 
DDit«d  Statu,  may  ba  admltttd  duty  frsa.  and  iball 
ba  allowed  raiiitir.  tha  Ian  of  Doeembat  31, 1T92. 


baa  deoid«J,  u  betweeo  the  Committee  of 
WajB  Mid  Meuie  and  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, Ibst  it  ahould  go  to  ihe  Committee  of 
Vfmjt  aud  Uesna.  A  confereDce  between  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Com- 
miitee  on  Commerce  haa  resulted  in  barmo- 
nioiis  BciioD  between  thoge  two  committeeB. 
So,  then,  the  qnestionia  whether  this,  tbe  most 
important  oral!  measures  which  can  bebrought 
before  tbe  Hoiue,  thall  be  ^sed  without  Ike 
beoeBt  of  consideration  by  either  of  ihoae  com- 
nittees.  It  does  aeem  to  me  that  when  we 
bare  before  ub  ancb  a  queBtlon  as  this,  of  Bach 
vital  importance,one  deserving  of  most  serious 
CODsideratioD  by  a  committee  of  this  House, 
wbeo  tbere  has  ceased  to  be  an;  conSict  be- 
tween the  two  committees,  one  on  Commerce 
and  the  olber  of  Ways  and  Means,  because  of 
their  harmonioDs  action  and  tiieir  desire  to 
BocompIiBh  Bometbing ;  I  eay  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  this  House  ouiiht  not  to  take  any  Boch 
action  as  is  proposed  by  the  geatlemao  from 
Maine.     That  is  all  I  wish  to  say. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  wish  to  say 
this:  that  ibis  House  has  already.  I  think,  bf 
ax  distinct  references,  committea  (his  identi' 
Okl  Bnbject,  ODS  of  the  most  important  we  will 
hare  to  manage  at  all  in  this  Conttress,  to  the 
Comjnittee  on  Commerce,  and  if  there  is  a 
Bul^ect  upon  which  a  committee  is  wanted, 
it  is  this  one,  and,  as  bes  been  already  said, 
there  is  to  be  no  want  of  harmony  between  the 
action  of  the  two  Committees  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  Commerce. 

Mr.  BANKS.     I  ask  leava  to  Bay  one  word. 

Mr.  COX.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  yields  to  me. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  yielded  to  anybody 
ts  we  have  very  little  of  the  morning  hour 


ffi* 


Mr.  BAKK3.  Let  me  have  one  word.  A 
sabjectof  tbe  same  nature  as  that  of  the  bill 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  A&iis,  that  is,  the 
revival  of  oar  shippiag  interests.  It  is  my 
belief  that  no  legislation  can  be  had  on  this 
matter  unless  a  conference  or  agreemenl  be- 
tween tbe  several  committees  which  have  this 
subject  at  heart,  and  which  have  jurisdiction 
over  it,  can  take  place,  and  some  harmonious 
action  arrived  at  between  theml  I  hope  tbe 
gentleman  from  Maine  will  letitgo  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  if  we  cannot  have 
itgo  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  It 
belongs  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
because  it  concerns  the  revenue,  and  all  ques- 
tioDB  arising  oat  of  the  revenue,  under  the 
rales,  belong  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  HALB.     I  demand  the  previous  ques- 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  tosay  a  word  against  this 
reference  toaoycommiltee.  The  people  under- 
Btaod  it,  and  Congreta  understands  it.  We 
have  had  this  some  question  before  nsalready, 
and  are  now  prepared  to  vote  upon  iL 

Mr.  HALE.  I  demand  the  previoas  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  yields  to  me  a 
laonent.  I  wish  to  say  one  more  word. 
Whereas  every  nation  can  goaad  hny  ships  in 
Qlaigow  and  otherplaces,  America  is  the  only 
natioo  which  bas  not  that  privilege.  The  only 
way,  as  gentlemen  will  find,  will  he  to  grant 
Ibe  same  privilege  to  oar  own  citizens.  A 
committee  which  traveled  over  this  country, 
and  by  which  this  ibing  was  thoroughly  invest- 
igaled  three  years  ago,  and  wbicb  pasted  npon 


vLous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER,  The  question  first  recurs 
on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  PETERS.    T  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

-The  jeas  and  nayswere  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  aGGrmative — yeas  1S2,  nays  09,  oot 
voting  48 ;  as  follows : 


So  the  molioD  was  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Durios  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  HEREFORD  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  was  detained  at 
home  by  sickness. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced 
as  above  recorded. 

LOAM  OF  JOLV  14. 1870. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  askleave  tosubmitareport 
from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon 
the  referenca  to  them  of  the  resolution  of 
December  4,  1871,  alleging  a  violation  of  law 
by  tiia  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  negotiating 
Ihe  loan  authorized  by  the  actof  July  14, 1870. 
Thereiaareaolation  aocompanjingthe  report 
which  I  ahall  ask  to  have  road.    Then  I  woald 


notice  that  I  will  call  it  op  at  an  early  day. 
The  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 
liaoired.  That  in  tba  ooinioD  of  thli  Honn  tha 
Saaratarr  of  tba  Trsaiarr,  la  aai otlacios  the  loan 
■atborlMd  bj  tha  a«t  a(  Jnly  14, 18T0  hai  oalthar 
lonreawd  tha  bonded  dabl  nor  inonrrad  an  expand- 
j  itara  oontrarr  la  law. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Chair  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maseachnsetta  that  he 
should  move  that  tbe  report  be  printed  and 
recommitted.  The  calling  of  it  up  will  then 
be  at  hiE  own  dlBcretion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  move,  then,  that  thereport 
be  priated  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Ueans,  with  power  to  rapott  at 


any  time.  I  desire  that  tbe  eommittae  shall 
have  leave  (o  report  in  order  that  there  may 
be  early  aoiioo. 

There  was  no  objeeiion ;  acd  tbe  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR.  It  mav  be  that  the  mioorily 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  may 
desire  to  submit  a  minority  report  on  this  sub- 
ject. If  M,  I  ask  that  thevmavhavethesame 
right  accorded  to  them  as  baa  Dean  accorded 
to  the  majority. 

There  was  no  objection  g  and  it  waa  so 
ordered. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  that  the  report  with- 
the  accompanying  doonments  be  printed 


in  the  Olobe. 

There  was  i 
follows: 

Tba  Cammi'i*' 
rafwrad  "■" " 


'jection.    Tbe  report  ii 


rrad  tha  reaolatioa  of  Seeambar  4,  allacing 

t  tha  SaarataiT  of  tha  Traasorr,  In  ptaolDS  (he 

At  anthoriiaa  flva   par  oant.  bondt  upon  the 

market,  has  violated  the  law.  anbmit  tba  followlns 
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ud  bj  tba  Iw 


Yh 

I  thg  S 

W 

J  aas  of  tha 

tr»o»c 

J  re 

All  parta  of  tbl*  Im 
■nd,  itposdibls.reoon 


poacthui  tbklepMiBedia  ibis 
■  mait  be  ooiMtraed  tocelber. 


IwcDly  boiidi;  and  Ll  ig  oiproaal/  proTided  in  this 
foDTIb  itcilon  tbat  lie  mny  lunriill)'  apply  to  mob 

0f'lCu'nilaii™StMli3°°iaS'rbS*deHved  fremtba 
■ala  of  BD^  of  Cba  bonda  the  iasue  of  wbicfa  is  pra- 
lidad  for  in  tbi*  «et." 
It  iaobviauilbat  in  order  lo  make  (faiskpplicatioD, 

Ukeup  theold  baud  iriib  [he  "  procccda"  o( the  usir 
oiie.ualesa  beBraisella  tba  new  bond.  Ue  aannot 
flrst  sell  tbe  pew  bond  witbout  iu  Ibe  pcocess  aod 
wbilaihe  kfltorobulniDCBiidspplylDKtlie  prooavda 
i)  (oiDB  on,  incraaelcKlhe  publiedabt  to  the  amouat 
oriho  bond  be  first  sella  in  order  to  obtain  tbe  pro- 
ccedawiih  wbicb  to  take  up  the  old  bond. 

TbecouiroitleeknoiTno  prooau  byvbiobthia  pro- 
*i*loa  of  Ikw  oau  ba  carried  ont  wittaoat  inToliini 
'  imporen'  increase  of  the  pnblio  aaoaritiaa, 
~'~~~  are  of  opinion  Ibkt  tba  eUnao  of  tbe 

J  allef ed  tbe  Seoratary  bis  in  ao  doini 

Tialated  maal  be  lo  oonitrued  as  to  permit  gf  tbe 
earry.inf  out  the  other  reqairemenU  of  the  atatnte 
in  Ibit  reiaril.  No  one  can  doubt  that  thla  aalatarv 
provision  of  the  law,  which  it  ig  allend  the  Secre- 
tar;  haa  violalad,  wm  intended  to  tike  away  rrom 
him  the  power  ofappropriatiiii  the  proooedsof  any 
pf  tli>  bonda  ■Dlhoriisd  by  tbii  itatute  to  any  other 
purpoiethaa  Uiat  of  refundlDi  the  pnblis  debt  j  ao 
that  when  tbe  Iraniaotioo  waa  oom pitted  the  publio 
oould  boMaured  (hat  the  debtoftho  nation  had  not 

regard  andelrengtheniiis  the  pablio  credit,  *Dd  wma 
ao  aaauranca  la  tbe  world  that  In  oSerlnt  tbia  new 
bond  no  were  not  borrowon,  but  that,  on  the  other 

ofoarcreatiodebtedneu,  enabled  toenter  upon  tba 
procen  of  refunding  without  ineraaaiDC  thaiune  at 

In  (be  opinion  ofcha  committee  tbia  olaoae  of  the 
atatuto  had  no  other  aoape  and  effect,  and  waa  not 
intended  to  embarrass  or  cripple  the  afforti  ef  the 

wtaicb  aimply  iirovided  tbat  be  abould  flrat  i 


ahould  Witt 


and.  af(er  haTlnr  dona  that. 
Landing    indabtednesa  at. the 


dampiiaaof  the  onta  tan  ding  boada  by  the  money  In 
the  Tr<-iianry,  and  could  oolr  aae  tba  new  booda  to 
rapleDiah  tba  Traaaury  aod  keep  it  in  fundi  fur  that 
purpote,  ai  well  aafurcurrcnt  eipeoaea,  ellll  tbe  ooa- 
atriKtiun  of  the  olaoao  whieh  It  is  alleged  tbeSeora- 
tary  baa  violated  muat  uecaisarily  be  the  aame  as 
(bat  put  upon  it  in  ihc  negutiulon  of  (bia  loan,  and 
which,  in  tbe  opinion  of  tao  oommittee,  ia  tbe  sor- 

™uppoBe  the  Secretar?  ware,  with  II.<MO,<X)0  in  the 

TrOHaary,  to  redeem  ll.OOO.OUO  of  the  onUtHndiog 
fiye-twrDticsta-day.heooaldnotreplaoetbat  money 
in  (he  Troasnry  to-morrow  ijy  the  negotiation  ol  the 
bonda  auihutiiedbyttae  act  of  July  RlS7D.*ithont 

stuudinitaecurit^vaas  itwiIl'*UndThen  ha  l^ai 
the  aafotiutioa  of  the  caw  loan  Oh  the  moirow. 


Urary  bond  hehu  taken  nphaa  radneedthal 
odncu  of  the  country  by  tbat  amouQi.  and 
constraolion  contended  for  is  tbo  correct  one 


BpleniahtboTreas- 


rorthopubliodebl.und 
.  ofboiidfatboDd.ortbe 


Blllboiap 

s.n!ijre 

n*th^1i1dbond 

^-i'nJ'^tigat 

niblocons 
he  Secreta 

ad  be  held  to 

the  pruceeda  of  all  Ihc  bonds  ne 
on  dcpoBitwiib  the  deaignaled  d 

cf  the  new  bonda  anil  the  reden 
BnondiDEamounlofohlnnes.  Tot 
therefore,  that  Ibe  public  debt  ii 
salEnfa  new  bond,  itiidiminiabei 
bccomlBg  a  dvblor  tn  the  Govern! 

Thes^ 
Bectetary 

cent,  ailoweaoyioe 
placiogsaid  loan." 

TboBtatemootori 
hta  thus  far  been  nei 

his  annual  report  aa  heretofore  recited.    There  la  no 

facta;  and  Itieemifully  to  answer 

Trom  that  atatemont  it  appears  that, 

cipeaao  thuB  farattonding  its  negotiation— guch  aa 
advertising,  preparing  and  nrintme  the  bonda,  and 
ihat  porlion  of  it  whicli  hod  been  paid  to  the  national 
banks  and  other  agenciea  for  such  oegoliation  of  it 
na  tbey  bud  boen  able  to  make— tba  balance  of  said 

iDOnt  with  Jay  Co'oko  4  Co.,  lo  bo  paid  to  thoaepir- 


lapka  Hhich  took  this  I 


naaoi  ima  money  waa  a  part  oi  taeoipenie  iuoiirrea 
by  the  United  Staiea  in  neEoliating  cba  loan,  and 
tbat  thereby  to  tbe  extent  of  that  use  (be  oipcnie 
exceed'  d  the  one  half  per  cent,  allowed  by  law. 

A.e  it  waa  oneof  tbeatlpnlatioDiofthla  ureemeot 
tbatthis  depotitshonld  remain  with  snch  banks  for 
the  period  of  tliree  m«Dtb).  it  i)  fvr  lo  conclude 
that  such  use  of  tbo  money  go  on  deposit  wuofcon- 
siderable  vulae  In  (be  banks,  and  entered  largely  as 

'--■-■' nenta  which  finally  led  to 

he  balance  of  the  entire 
fore,  tbat  use  may  legiti- 
rtof'  the  oxpeuaotolha 


loantben  offered.    If.  < 


'.'i;-: 


ly  during  tba  time  which  ma 
Lbo  redemption  at  (ho  old  bi 


tbo  sale  at  these  bonda.  it  would  have  resulted  in 

Iteannatba  doohted  that  the  withdrawal  for  any 
eooilderabls  time  from  theenrrents  of  haginesa  of 
two  hundred  milliona  of  coin  without  anytbiDg  to 
■apply  its  place,  would  be  attended  with  ireat  dis- 
aster, and  should  bo  avoided  if  posaibla  under  ailat- 
ioglaw.  BytheforlT-afthieelianottbe  aoteatab- 
liebini  the  national  banks  it  waa  enacted  "  ibat  all 
asaoclations  nndarthla  aet.whan  designated  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Becratary  of  the  Treaaury.  shall  be 

scribed  by  tbe  Secretary*"  tlie  TraasoryTand  tlfey 
may  also  be  employed  asSnancial  a«onta  of  tbo  0"v- 

aceate  of  toe  QayunmeDt  u  may  be  reioiied  of 


tbemi  and  the  Baorelaty  of  the  Treaaary  afeall  r»- 

qoiro  "t  tbe  association!  thus  deaign  at  ed,aali!rutary 
security,  by  tbe  deposit  of  United  Slates  bonds  a>4 
otherwise,  for  tbe  safe  keeping  and  prompt  parawot 
of  the  publio  maoey  depositedwiibthsm.  and  fat  (ha 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  as  fluatioial 
agenHoftheGovemmgnl.'' 

Under  these  provision]  of  law.  instead  of  loekiof 

wSild''b"noto'n?y'*id"''fo?'th™  month?  bi7w™W 
eonvnlge  tbe  whole  busioestof  theeoupiry.  tbe  &«- 

lie  depogilariea  tinder  tboprovitians  of  tbis  ■action. 

Unit  ed  Statea  bond  for  every  dollar  thna  depoaited 
with  them,  did  agree  wilh  them  tbat  Ihia  nm  of 
money  aboald  remain  on  depoaii  with  them  OBtil 


during  wbteb  tbia  money  waa  to  be  left  on  deeoiit 
with  these  banka  reuuna  only  to  be  consideral. 

As  Vtaa  money  could  ba  used  by  tbo  Seereiary  only 
for  tbe  parpoaeof  the  redemption,  as  before  a tatail. 
he  could  hy  no  poaaible  contingency  bare  oeeuion 
to  call  fur  It  until  needed  for  tbat  purpoaa.  A  refer- 
ence to  the  atatnte  will  show  that  this  eiiacney 
would  not  ariae  until  after  the  lapse  of  three  montha. 
By  thafonrihaeetionof  thefnndincactbe  wasoalr 


celJE 


ball  hi 


isafter 


hbVuiited  ^t^"; 

boBds.wbiehfaayelM 
redeemable  by  thai 


of.theii 

atieciSed  by  class,  date,  and  num 
their  uumtien  and  iasae,  begini 
numbered  and  issued,  iu  pnblic 
by  tbe  Beerelary   of  the 
months  after  the    '   '        ' 
intertel  on  the  be 
be  paid  shall  cease. 

Simultaneonaly  wilh  tbia  arranaement  by  whieh 
this  money  waa  left  on  depoaiiwith  these  baDke.  the 
Secretary  iaauod  a  notice  calling  in  thp  flrat  Iweniy 


igiol 


1  of  the  bonds  I 


will 


DecemI 


,„..,„.  .„  llfJ^KndS 

jBse  on  t^at  day."     Tnis  notice   bean    dale 

aeptembcr  1,1871. 
In  retcrcneatu  all  tUeothar  bonds  called   in,  sin- 
By  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  seotion.  heretofore 
luld  cease  on  these  bonds. _  U 

other  has 


them.    Therefore,  theSrat , 

ofthisnoUce  on  tbe  lit  of  September  that  the  hold ei 
would  be  compelled  to  surrender  bia  bond,  by  the 
stoppage  <>fintcrest.wasthaarst  day  of  Decembo— 
a  period  of  three  months. 

It  ia  true  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  surraQiler  bia 
bonds  before  tbat  day.  and  the  Secretary  waa  luthor- 
lied  by  Ihe  funding  act  lo  redeem  it  neon  presinla- 
lion,  either  out  of  any  moneygenerally  In  thsTrw*- 
urynoloiberwite  appropriated,  or  ont  of  the  pro- 

tice^r^^  o'n  the  30t"b  of  Decern b"er,''ln'' whieh  the 
Bocretary  stipulated  that  the  twenty  millioai  called 
in  on  the  Tlhof  that  month  wnnld  bo  redeemed  on 


ouaand  dollars  of  said  bonds.  It  wosbi^eaaaethie* 
nnthe  was  tbeshorteatperiadaatbariiedby  law  in 
lich  tbe  Secretary  cua Id  compel  a  surrender  of  the 
■       ■         ■    ■  ■    lottha 


proceeds  of  the  new  loan,  he 
reanlted  In  allraepecu  as  ani 


dated  w 
lUld  !■( 


oipated.    Tbe  bonds 

Jiraa  moa^s.  and  the  Secretary  could 
ed  tbe  money  bad  it  not  remained  OD 
ic  buginess  or  the  country  would  have 


lock  ii 


prescribe,   and  availing  himtclj'  of  thai,   be  haa 
effected  the  loan  without  any  oiber  expense  to  the 

advantage  lained  by  the  banks  was  not  one  which 


he  made  iba  regBlatiDns  which  I 
aathoriied  >o  to  do  to'  law,  bat  ti 


ledepoaii,    Tha 

dd  deem  St,  and 
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pftralyzed  the  tobacco  trade.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
ol^ectioii  to  this  resolution  ;  it  is  just  what  the 
committee  are  prepared  to  do. 

No  objeciion  beinz  made,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  two 
thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

OniO,  INDIANA,  AND  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, presented  the  following  memorial  of  the 
QovernoTS  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  in 
relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund;  which  was 
read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Statbop  Illivois,  Executivk  Dipabtxbrt. 
Spbimopibld,  Illinois.  January  4. 1872. 

S»mator»  and  Repre»entat%ve»  in  Congrt»$  : 

We  refpeetfally  roAuest  your  farorable  eoiwidera> 
tloD  of  toe  elaims  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  to 
two  fifths  of  the  five  per  cent,  received  into  the 
national  Treasarr  from  the  proceeds  of  the  pablic 
lands  sold  in  said  States  respectively,  beioir  a  part 
of  the  five  per  cent,  franted  to  them  in  their  en- 
abting  act.  and  for  all  of  which  the  States  rendered 
large  equivalent  in  refraining  from  taxing  said  iMids 
for  five  years  after  they  were  disposed  of  to  individ- 
uals. In  making  this  request  we  cannot  doubt  it  will 
receive,  as  ic  deserves,  prour  approval.  Certainly  no 
good  reason  can  be  assigned  why  the  claims  should 
not  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  to  these  States.  To  withhold  payment 
would  be  to  discriminate  unjustly  against  our  own 
States',  and  this  we  earnestly  insist  would  be  a  great 
wrong.    We  do  not  propose,  however,  to  reargue  the 

Sucstion.  for  that  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation, 
et  it  suffice  to  say  tha*  we  hold  it  to  be  a  legal 
axiom  that  the  act  of  March  3, 1857.  entitled  **  An 
net  to  settle  certain  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  St  ate  of  Mississippi  and  other  Slates,'* 
commands  the  statement,  allowance,  and  payment 
of  what  has  not  been  paid  of  this  amount  without 
abatement  or  discount,  and  we  ask  tou  shall  declare 
that  to  be  the  true  ounstruction  of  9aid  act,  to  the 
end  that  it  may  be  respected  and  executed.  It  is. 
difficult  to  understand  how  any  doubts  should  ever 
have  been  expressed  as  to  the  correct  meaning  of 
the  legislation,  and  to  you  we  appeal  in  behalf  of 
ffxxt  respective  States  for  that  justice  to  which  they 
are  clearly  entitled. 

Believing  you  will  promptly  render  it,  and  thus 
pluce  the  States  in  which  ^iublic  lands  were  located 
on  an  approximate  equality  at  least,  and  respect 
the  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  we  subscribe  ourselves 
yours,  most  respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  PALMRR, 

Oov^mor  of  lUinaU, 
CONRAD  BAKE  a. 

Ooptmor  of  Ohio, 
OOTBBNIIBNT  OF  THE  DI8TBICT. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  present 
a  memorial  of  over  a  thoasand  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Cojambia,  and  to  offer  at  the  same 
time  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  iovestigatioo 
requested  in  the  memorial. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  resolotioo  wiU  be 
read. 
'Jlie  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Retoivtd,  That  the  memorial  of  eltiiens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  hereto  attached  be  referred  to 
the  Oommit tee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that 
said  committee  be  directed  to  investigate  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  and  charges  in  ssld  memorial,  and 
report  the  resul  ts  of  such  investigation  to  tbe  House ; 
and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  y>  examine  witnesses  under 
oath. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
memorial,  so  as  to  inform  the  House  of  the 
8ob|ect  to  which  the  resolution  relates. 

Ihe  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

To  tkt  honorabU  Senate  and  FToum  of  Repreientailivf 
of  the  United  Statee  in  (hngreee  aetmbUd: 

Tonr  memorialists,  eititens  and  tax-payers  of  the 
Dbtrlot  of  Oolambia,  deeiroas  of  securing  good  gov- 
ernment, promoting  the  general  prosperity,  and  sc- 
ouring an  economical  administration  of  tno  muni- 
cipal affairs  of  the  said  District,  respectfully  declare 
that  tbe  charge  brought  against  as  of  being  **ene- 
mles  to  improvement''  has  no  foundation  either  in 
fact  or  fair  inference.  We  are  in  favor  of  Judicious 
improvements,  and  of  liberal  expenditure  to  meet 
them:  butwe  oppose  the  so-called  **  improvements" 
of  the  B<»nrd  of  Public  Works,  for  these  reasons: 

/Vr«(.  The  thirty-seventh  section  of  the  act  of 
February  21, 1871.  has  been  violated  in  several  par- 
ticnlaro ;  tbe  B  lard  of  Public  Works  have  usurped 
authority  to  make  improvements  not  **  authorised 
by  Jaw.''  not  "intrusted  to  their  charge  by  the 
Lttitlative  Assembly  or  Congress." 


Second.  The  pUin  intent  of  tbe  act.  that  two  mem- 
bers of  the  board  should  bo  oitisens  and  residents 
of  tbe  city  of  Washington,  has  been  violated. 

Third,  In  seven  months  appropriations  for  eon- 
tingent  expenses  have  been  demanded  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  board,  and  made  by  the  Legislature, 
to  the  extraordinary  amount  of  over  two  hundred 
tbouand  dollars. 

Fourth,  Whereas  it  was  expressly  provided  that 
there  should  be  a  civil  engineer  on  the  board  at  a 
salary  of  $2,500  per  annum,  paid  by  the  United  States 
Oovemment.  the  board  imported  from  New  York,  at 
asalary  of  $8,500  perannum,  an  engineer  whom  it 
has  since  dismissed,  and  is  now  trying  to  make  the 
scapegoat  of  its  blunders. 

JVtn,  The  City  Uall  (a  fire-proof  building)  was 
abandoned,  and  four  separate  buildings  for  the  dif- 
ferent branches  were  hired  and  fitted  ap  at  an 
expense  of  not  len<t  than  $100,000. 

Sixth.  The  Legislature,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
board,  has  passed  two  loan  bills  of  $4,000,000  each, 
for  improvements.  Each  bill  involves  an  additional 
specisl  tax  of  $2,000,000  on  |>rivate  property;  and 
this  whole  sum  of  $12,000,000  is  to  be  placed  abso- 
lutely ax^d  without  restriction  in  the  hands  of  five 
men. 

Seventh,  An  unparalleled  profligacy  in  advertising 
has  been  exhibited,  in  the  employment  of  fifteen 
newspapers,  bearing  an  ominous  resemblance  to 
subsidizing  the  press  of  the  Dlstriet. 

Eighth,  It  has  created  many  new  bareans,  largely 
increasing  the  number  of  corporation  officers  and 
the  rate  of  their  salaries. 

Ninth.  It  hired  thousands  of  men,  earts,  and 
wagons,  many  of  them  from  the  adjoining  States,  at 
extravagant  cost,  just  before  the  election. 

Tenth.  Two  elections  have  been  held  within  a  year 
(only  one  being  necessary)  at  an  expense  exoeeaing 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  including  registra- 
tion and  advertising. 

Eleventh.  Contracts  involving  enormous  costs  have 
been  made,  unlawAilIy,  before  appropriations  were 
made  for  carrying  them  out. 

Ttoel/th,  It  has  altered  grades  without  discretion 
or  fixed  plan,  and  has  laid  down  much  pavementand 
gutter,  evidently  designed  to  be  only  temporary  and 
some  of  which  has  already  been  replaced. 

Thirteenth,  It  has  cut  down,  filled  up,  narrowed, 
and  *'  parked  "  streets,  without  consulting  the  prop- 
erty owners,  frequently  against  their  expressed  will, 
and  generally  to  the  absolute  detriment  and  deteri- 
orntion  of  the  real  estate  of  the  city. 

Fourteenth,  It  has  filled  up,  narrowed,  walled,  and 
otherwise  manipulated  the  canal,  both  by  itself  and 
in  connection  with  the  sewers,  so  injudiciously  that 
not  only  has  some  of  the  most  costly  work  (on  Seven- 
teenth street)  proved  a  palpable  failure,  but  we  are 
actually  threatened  with  inundation  and  pestilence. 

Fifteenth,  In  brief,  these  8o-o%lled  improvements 
are  carried  on  without  judgment  or  coherence,  hast- 
ily, at  a  wrong  season  of  the  year,  and  on  a  scale 
or  recklessness  which  threatens  the  real  estate  of 
the  District  with  a  burden  amounting  to  confiscation. 

Finally,  the  transactions  of  the  board  have  been 
kept  secret,  and  the  citisens  have  had  no  opportun- 
ity of  access  to  its  records  or  official  information 
concerning  its  contracts. 

Your  memorialists  are  convinced  that  the  above 
reasons  (many  of  the  abuses  enumerated  in  which 
are  either  analogous  or  precisely  similar  to  those 
w  bioh  characterised  th  e  recent  misgo  vernment  of  the 
city  of  New  York)  will  stand  the  test  of  rigid  scru- 
tiny; and  they  therefore  pray  that  the  memorial 
and  accompanying  papers  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  your  honorable  bodies,  that  our  grievances  be 
inquired  into  and  such  redress  granted  as  may  seem 
just  and  proper. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
desire  to  say  that  I  have  made  no  investiga- 
tion of  these  charges,  and  therefore  cannot 
vouch  for  them,  except  so  far  as  they  may  be 
substantiated  by  papers  which  have  been  fur- 
nished me.  It  appears,  as  I  understand  from 
a  recent  appropriation  made  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  District,  that  over  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  aebt  has  been  incurred 
within  the  past  eight  months  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  advertis- 
ing patronage  in  this  District.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  list  of  the  sums  appropriated  to  differ- 
ent newspapers,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  Daily  Chronicle  has  beeiv  paidfbr  adver- 
tisine$86,150  65;  the  Republican,  $14;460  29; 
the  Star,  $9,701  72 ;  the  Anzeiger,  a  German 
paper,  $7,726  20 ;  the  Patriot,  $4,678 ;  the 
tJritic,  a  little  theater  paper,  $8,198  67 ;  the 
Sunday  Chronicle,  $6,767  48;  the  Sunday  Her- 
ald, $3,869  80:  the  Sunday  Capital,  $2,281  02; 
tbe  Sunday  Gazette,  $1,209  02;  the  Grand 
Army  Journal,  $4,074  77 ;  the  Georgetown 
Courier.  $2,201  25 ;  tbe  Sunday  Times,  (alittle 
paper  which  I  never  heard  of  before,  and  which 
advertises  that  subscriptions  for  one.  year  are 
one  cent,  payable  at  the  end  of  the  year,) 
$1,262  90;  the  Columbian,  another  German 
paper,  $8,055  65;  the  New  National  Era, 
$8,596  75;  Ihe  Pablic  Voicei  forty-two  dol- 


lars !  Little  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  Pab- 
lic Voice  1  Then,  there  are  various  items  for 
job  printing;  $4,205  42  for  ''miscellaneous 
printing;"  $1,691  25  to  Gibson  Brothers 
for  printing  election  tickets,  Ac;  $2,020  for 
printinjj  the  police  court  investigation  These 
variousitems  amount  to  $117,085  74foradver- 
tising,  &Q,,  during  the  eight  months  that  the 
new  District  government  has  been  in  opera- 
tion. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  these  charges  are  true, 
if  such  debts  have  been  incurred,  if  such  fla- 
grant extravagance  has  been  practiced  by  the 
government  of  this  District,  it  is  certainly  a 
proper  subject  of  inquiry,  and  the  i  nquiry  shoo  Id 
be  made.  I  do  not  vouch  for  all  the  state- 
ments of  these  memorialists;  I  only  **tell  the 
tale  as  it  is  told  to  me**  by  these  documents  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  and  desire  to  send  to  the 
committee,  with  the  memorial,  copies  of  the 
fifteen  different  newspapers  in  which  these 
advertisements  have  oeen  published.  From 
an  inspection  of  these  the  committee  can  see 
what  kind  of  newspapers  are  used  for  adyer- 
tising.  and  whether,  as  is  charged  in  the  memo- 
rial, tne  payment  of  these  enormous  sums  to 
these  newspapers  of  this  District  has  been  in- 
tended to  subsidize  the  press  in  favor  of  the 
District  government. 

Mr.  HOAR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  FARNSwonTBj  will  allow  me  a  single 
remark,  I  desire  simplj^  to  sajr  that  when  a 
former  Congress,  in  olf'ar  violation  of  the  pro- 
vision of  tbe  Constitution  that  Coagreis  aiiall 
exercise  exclusive  legislation  for  this  District^ 
proceeded  to  delegate  that  power  to  somebody 
else,  they  rendered  themselves  liable  to  the 
difficulty  now  experienced. 

Mr.  POTfBll.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  accept  for 
myself  the  reproof  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  HoAa.]  I  was  one  of 
those  who  favored  this  territorial  form  of 
government,  and  1  did  so  against  his  remon- 
strance. The  constitutional  objection  which  he 
then  urged  did  not  seem  to  me  applicable,  and 
I  took  for  granted  from  what  was  said  on  both 
sides  of  tbe  House  that  the  change  of  govern- 
ment, if  constitutional,  would  be  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  people  here.  But  I  sincerely  regret* 
from  what  has  since  transpired,  that  I  did  then 
give  that  act  my  support.  My  conclusion,  from 
what  I  have  heard  and  seen  in  Washington  while 
here  in  attendance  upon  Congress,  U  totallj 
against  this  present  territorial  government,  and 
I  conceive  its  mismanagement  to  be  so  great 
and  its  abuses  so  extraordinary  that  they  ought 
to  be  investigated,  and  I  trust  a  special  com- 
mittee of  the  House  ma^  be  directed  to  take 
consideration  of  that  subject. 

Mr.  WOOD.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
also  supported  the  bill  which  has  conferred  the 
^wer  of  the  Government  over  this  District 
upon  this  so-called  Board  of  Public  Works.^  I 
did  not  see  in  that  bill,  nor  do  I  yet,  any  in- 
fringement of  the  entire  authority  of  Congress 
over  this  whole  District.  I  am  very  glad  this 
memorial  has  been  presented,  and  I  hope 
there  will  be  an  investigation.  I  think  the 
facts  presented  in  that  memorial  are  so  serious 
and  comprise  so  many  various  allegations  and 
distioct  charges  that  it  should  go  to  a  special 
committee,  and  not  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia.  I  think  that  committee 
has  already  enough  to  do,  and  as  there  is  upon 
that  committee  a  representative  of  this  terri- 
torial government,  I  think  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct and  special  committee  should  be  created 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting 
back  to  this  Hotise  on  these  allegations  made 
in  this  memorial.  If  the  gentleman  from  Dli- 
nois  will  make  that  motion  I  will  vote  for  it 
very  cheerfully. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  discussion  is  all  pro- 
ceeding by  unanimous  consent.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farkswortb]  holds 
the  floor  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    I  will   now  yield 
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that  the  Committee  for  the  DiuHct  of  Colam- 
bia  mar  investigate  these  queslioDB  in  their 
OWD  vtb;.  But,  sir,  it  baa  always  seemed  to  me 
that  when  aay  one  asks  an  investigation  we 
oueht  tu  let  them  have  it  in  their  own  way, 
ana  to  investlKate  to  their  heart's  content. 

Mi.  STARKWEATHER,  if  the  auzgastion 
ia  withdrawn,  and  it  is  proposed  iLat  this  mat- 
ter shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colambis,  I  have  nothing  furtherlo 
say. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  motion  pend-  I 
Ing  but  to  refer  the  matter  ta  the  Committee  ' 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FAUNSWORTH.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  am  eutirely  satisfied  with  that  com- 
mittee. I  believe  it  lo  be  composed  of  hon- 
orable gentlemen,  who  will  do  justice  to  the 
investigation ;  and  I  believe  the  gentlemen 
asking  the  inveatigatioD  will  be  satisfied  with 
that  referenee.  I  will  jield  now  to  the  Dele' 
eate  from  the  District  of  Coinmbia. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot 
regard  this  aa  the  proper  moment  for  a  vin- 
dication of  the  government  of  the  Dietrict 
of  Columbia.  That  time  will  come  when  the 
report  of  ihe  cocnmiiiee  now  a«ked  shall  be 
sent  to  this  House.  All  iliainuations  or  innu- 
endoes or  dings  at  the  government  of  this  Dis- 
trict preliminary  lo  investigation  are  directly 
calculated  to  prejudice  the  opinions  of  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Speaker,  the  House,  if  this  luvest- 
igation  goes  on,  ore  to  sit  Judicially,  and  it 
does  iiot  become  me,  nor  any  member  of  the 
House,  to  speak  upon  the  merits  of  the  District 
government  at  this  moment.  1  rise  only  to 
say  that  i  believe,  although  I  have  not  been 
consulted  about  this  matter,  although  the  peti- 
tiouers  have  not  paid  me  the  courtesy  to  sub- 
mit their  memorial  through  me  or  ask  me  to 
introduce  it  for  them,  nor  has  any  officer  of 
our  Distriet  government  suggested  one  word 
on  the  subject  as  lo  the  proper  course  to  urge 
when  the  memorial  might  be  introdaced,  still 
1  believe  that  there  is  no  gentleman  connected 
with  the  local  government  who  would  foi 
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said  beforn  the  people  of  thit 
District,  when  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  office 
which  I  now  hold,  that  I  was  the  advocate  of 
no  man,  of  no  board,  and  of  no  plan,  except 
such  as  looked  to  the  future  development  of 
this  District,  in  which  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
Hoose,  have  an  equal  interest  with  myself  and 
my  Gonstilueuta.  1  believed  then,  and  i  believe 
now,  in  the  integrity  and  ability  of  our  officers, 
but  I  was  ready  then,  and  I  am  ready  now,  to 
be  convinced  to  the  contrary.  Let  this  invest- 
Igation  go  on,  but  let  it  go  before  the  com- 
mittee that  is  better  qualihed  than  any  other 
to  make  it.  It  involves  not  only  the  question 
of  fidelity  of  ad  mi  nisi  ration,  but  it  involves 
also  the  entire  plans  of  improvement  proposed 
for  the  District,  and  those  can  be  examined 
by  uo  special  committee  witliout  going  over 
the  whole  subject  and  spending  months  in  the 
iDveatigaiion,  so  as  to  comprehend  fully  all  the 
points  that  will  come  before  them.  This  in- 
quiry lies  directly  in  the  line  of  investigation 
whicbthe  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia must  make  to  act  intelligently  as  advisers 
of  the  House.  1  luk,  then,  that  this  memorial 
and  tliu  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
led  f.ir  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  I  promise 
that  1  will  serond  the  efforts  of  the  gentleman 
from  Dlii^ois  fUr.  Faknswobtii]  or  efforts 
Itoto  any  quarter,  in  securing  a  full,  fair,  and 
<omplel«  investigation  of  the  matter  chuged. 
The  queetioD  wua  apoD  adopting  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

l{aolv<d.  That  tbe  memorial  of  the  litiienB  of  tb« 
DiitriotorCoJumbin  hsreb/ atlas  bed  bo  raforrsd  to 
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<tniaAHTtNB  AT  NEW  yOKR. 

^r.  NBQLBY.    I  ask  ananimoas  coosent 
submit  the  following  resolution  for  consid- 


ccrniuithotrsBtmeDt  snd  rsitrictlonBnpoa  vcsieli 
■  nd  penmas  aodsr  qaaranline  at  tha  port  of  Saw 
York ;  aUa  lo  iDvaslifati  into  Iba  dutjoa  and  pow- 
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Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  move  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  with  leave  for  that  committee  to 
report  thereon  at  any  time. 

No  objec^on  being  made,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred 
accordingly. 

UINNBgOTA   L4ND  DiaTKICT. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  so  that  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  No.  1D2S,  to  create  an 
additional  land  district  in  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota, and  that  the  same  be  now  passed.  That 
bill  has  the  nnanimoos  approval  of  the  Com 
mitlee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  says  in  a 
communication  to  me  that  the  office  is  a  pub- 
lic necessity.  This  is  a  local  bill,  and  there  ia 
a  necessity  for  it  to  be  passed  now. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  author- 
izes the  President  to  establish  an  additional 
land districtintbe Slate  of  Minnesota, embrac- 
ing all  (hat  part  of  the  present  New  Ulmland 
district  lying  north  of  tha  north  line  of  town- 
ship number  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  lo  fix 
from  timetotime  the  boundaries  thereof,  which 
shall  be  named  after  the  place  at  which  the 
office  shall  first  be  established,  and  provides 
the  President  shall  have  power  to  fix,  from 
time  to  lime,  the  location  of  the  office  forsnch 
district.  The  second  section  aalhoriiea  the 
President  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  register  and  a 
receiver  for  said  land  district,  who  shall  be 
required  to  reside  at  the  site  of  the  land  office 
for  said  district,  who  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  laws  and  responsibilities,  and  whose 
compensation,  respectively,  shall  be  the  same 
us  that  now  allowed  by  law  lo  other  land  offi- 
cers in  said  Stale. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  two  thirds 
voting  in  favor  thereof,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  bill  was  passed. 

PRBSIDKNT  AND  VICE  PRESIDBST. 

Mr.  MORUAN.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  so  as  to  enable  me  to  introduce  and 
have  passed  at  this  time  the  foUowiug  pre- 
amble and  resolution : 

Whereas  polilieal  equality  i*  the  true  bails  of 

CoQitilution.  aa  amende;!,  all  ciTisenVof  "he  United 
Statte,  without  rEsard  to  rase,  color,  or  previooacDD- 
diilon.  ore  elisible  to  the  oSoet  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  eieept  natomliiod  aitiiens,  who 
alone  araeioladed:  ThereforD. 

Ba  it  raohud  iulAa  Senate  and  i 
(Un»  nf  ihe  UniUd  Saiei  of  A< 
aeeenblid,  (two  thirdi  of  eaob 
therein,)  That  ths  foliowlDi  pi 
lubmitted  for  ratiiaatiou  to  the  : 
States,  and  when  rsliaed  bv  tbi 


Of  BeprMml- 

I  in  Omereii 


SiCTiOTil.  NaluraliiedeitiiaDswhobsvaatlalDed 
the  ace  of  thirty-flva  years,  and  bav*  rtaided  fonr- 
tean  yean  in  tbe  United  Hutas,  are  herebr  declared 
elisible  to  the  offices  of  President  and  Viae  Preal- 

The  question  was  upon  suspending  the  rales 
and  passing  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  MOKQAN.  Upon  that  questioD  1  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  there  were — 
yeas  90,  nays  76,  not  voting  74;  aa  follows  : 
Y&A8— MMsn.  Aokat.  Atohsr,  Arthnr,  Bealty, 


NAYS— Mtstrs.  Ambler.  AvBrill.Bioki,Birhr. 
Barry,  Baveridge.  Bifby,  Biofham.  Aailb  Kiii. 
QeorEe  M.  llroaks.  BuffiDlOD,BurdeU.RodwidtL 

luller.  William  T.  Clarke.  Cobb.  Din*IL  Duo. 
"amcs.  Wilder  D.  Foster.  Uu<«M.llik 

ahn  W.  HatlMon.  Hoar,  Uoubloq,  Eil- 

Maynard.  HcOtew.  McJoakin.  Mitcv. 

Monroe.    Moore,    Leonard  Hym.  Oit. 

'limFr.Peck.  Peadleton.Percc AinnF. 

.tt.    Poland.   KaiDDT.  Riuliie.  Ellii  H. 

iriEDU  Sawyer,  Seeley,  Seoioni.  Sbub. 
Daeuacarier,  John  A. Smith.  WorlhioilonCSniilli, 
Sdspp.  Snyder,  SKiasae,  Slouthion.  Stowcll.Tifb 
Wuhiaston  Townaend,  Taroer.  TiricbsJI.  CpRL 
WBkeman,_  Walden.  iValdron,  Wallace,  Wilk 
Wheeler,  Willard.  Williams  of  lDdiaiiii,udJi>bD I. 
Wil«on-T5. 

NOT  VOTING-Me»».AdB>a(.Aoiei.Buiiiia. 
BiHs.  Jumee  Brooka.Bdcklcy,  BenjimiDF.Bitlu, 
CJdwoll,  Camptaell,  Carroll.  Freeiaan  Clsike.  Co- 
burn.  Oreely.  Crilcher.  Davif,  De  Large,  Difkd. 
Edwanls.  Elliott,  Ely.  Porker.  Jleiiiy  E).  FoKV. 
P[ye,llslsey.Haiablflton,Barmci,QMiriDe.Uiiiii. 
HaTous.  Hays.  Uerry  W.  Uatleton,  UiTl.  Holnu. 
Hooper.  Kellotr.  Kendall.  Ketcbini,  KillisiB, 
Kiaielk,  Lamport.  LanainB.  LewiL  Ij-ikIi.  He- 
CraiT.  MoKee.  MoKinney.  Merriok.MiltbelLMmj, 
Neiley.  Packer,  Peters.  Priodle,  Randall.  Willu 
B.  Boberta.  Uobinson.  Uooaevelt.  Ruk.  Smttli 
Sheldon.  Sloeum,  H.  Boardoan  Smith.  R.  llillM 
6peer,  Stukneatber.  Strom,  Si.  -lebo.  Sipkw. 
Tbomas,  Dwiiht  Townsand,  Tuthill,  Tyaer,  Vu 
Tmmp,  Williams  of  New  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wil- 
son, and  Wiaoheeter-T4  . 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  favor  iherMl) 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

REMOVAL  OF  I'OLITICAL  DUADIUTItS. 

Mr.WHITELEYmovedtoEuapendtbemlte, 
so  as  to  introduce  and  pass  a  biil  to  relien 
certain  persons  of  Georgia  from  polilical  dil- 
abilities. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  removes  from  lb* 
following-named  persons  all  legal  and  poiitiol 
disabiliiies  imposed  by  the  third  section  oFtiie 
fourteenth  amendment  to  the  ConsliluUDS  <n 
the  United  States:  Herschel  V.  Johnson, of 
Jefferson  county ;  William  B.  Flemiuf,  of 
Chatham  county;  Hardy  G.  Crawlort,  W 
Decetnr  county;  Byron  B.  Bower,  of  Decatut 
county;  Jack  Brown,  of  Sumter  covnlj; 
GeorgeEimbroagh,  of  Lee  county)  sndA.  U. 
Hanseil,  of  Thomas  county. 

The  motiou  to  suspend  tha  rales  was  sgreM 
lo,  (two  thirds  voting  io  favor  ihereof;)  asil  W 
the  bill  (H.  R.  So.  1182)  was  introdaced  soil 

C0H8UI.AB  8EBTICB,  BTC. 

Hr.  COX.  laskunanimousconEenCloEDli- 
mit  the  resolution  which  I  send  to  the  Clert 

The  Clerk  read  as  fi-IIows: 

Heiolved,  1.  That  the  SecreUrr  of  the  TrtiMrr  bt, 
and  li  hereby,  direoted  to  transmit  lo  tbu  amM 

aS^'"nfliB"al"EeTreMuryDep»«S.eDl,fri)B";'' 
and  ail  tbe  aienU  appointed  under  tha  act  of^^ 

and  aommarolal'Sgenti'o" the  United  Sl"l"-.„,j 
■L  That  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Traaiary  be  diretM 
to  inform  this  House  it.  in  W.  opinion,  mi  f"ri;« 
leicislalion  by  Conireii  is  needed  id  »abls  tb<<»D- 
suJar  and  commereial  aceau  of  lheUmt«i  bum 
itriei  lo  ascertain  and  repon  Ui'KJ! 
of  motebandiso  eiporteJ  ("».'^™ 


poited  Into  tl 


d_Slat«, 


proved  Mareh  3, 1863.  till  ihey  are  lalirfod.  b»_P"-': 
aonal  iaspeclion  or  otharwiie.  that  the  valualioD  in 
said  Involoaa  is  correct  and  trae.  .     .,_jJ 

3.  That  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  be  d  rsw 
to  Inform  this  Uoua  how  many  of  the  eoMoW,"?^ 
commercial  acenu  of  Ihe  United  Sialei  abroH  IkH 
apEak  or  i»rile  the  lanf  oaae  of  the  eeaaLW  w  ""J 

whiph  the  ooinmercial  "basinest  thareiB  is  ■W'*' 

i.  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiory  b'^'","; 
to  ftunish  to  this  Uonse.a  statenent  n  t»  '" 
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tbe  whole  compensation,  salary  and  all  in* 
claded,  shoald  not  exceed  $4,600,  believing 
that  with  the  reduced  daties  now  belonging  tq 
tbe  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  that  amount  is 
enough.  Tbe  next  item  is  the  discontinuance 
of  the  Carson  Gitjmint,  with  a  nroviso  to  turn 
it  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr^ury,  to  be 
used  for  other  purposes  as  a  public  building. 
The  fourth  and  last  item  of  a  legislative  char- 
acter is  found  on  the  last  page  of  the  bill,  and 
is  in  a  brief  section,  which  provides  that  claims 
arising  out  of  vouchers  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered good  unless  presented  within  seven  years 
from  the  time  they  aecrne ;  and  it  is  provided 
that  this  shall  take  effect  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1878,  until  which  date  all  claims  not 
now  presented  may  be  presented,  and  after 
that  time  no  voucher  that  is  more  than  seven 
years  old  shall  be  regarded  as  good.  In  other 
words,  the  section  proposes  a  statute  of  limita- 
tion to  the  presentation  of  claims  growing  out 
of  the  war.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
sent  word  to  us  that  a  great  many  vouchers 
were  coming  in  that  were  suspected  of  being 
manufiikctured,  and  which  were  dated  back  in 
old  times ;  and  furthermore,  the  older  a  voucher 
became  the  more  difficult  it  was  to  use  it. 

These  are  the  only  pieces  of  legislation  in  the 
Oill,  and  I  ask  that  they  be  considered  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060) 
makinf^  appropriations  for  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1878, 
and  for  other  purposes,  has  been  made  a 
special  order  for  to-morrow  after  the  morning 
hour.  Points  of  order  were  reserved,  so  that 
all  independent  legislation  could  be  ruled  out. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfibld] 
who  has  charge  of  tbe  bill  now  moves  that  the 
rules  be  so  suspended  that  when  provisions 
embodying  new  legislation  are  reached  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  they  shall  be  con- 
sidered in  order,  subject  to  the  discretion  and 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  question  bein^  put,  tbe  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

EXPENSES  OF  THB  JAPAN  EMBASSY. 

Mr.  GiLRFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
defray  expenses  of  the  embassy  from  Japan, 
and  to  ask  that  it  be  now  put  upon  its  passage. 

Tbe  bill  was  read.  It  proposes  to  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  defray  expenses  of  the  em- 
bassy and  its  suite  from  Japan,  which  has 
arrived  in  the  United  States,  not  to  exceed 
Uie  amount  herein  appropriated,  or  ^  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary^  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  on  vouchers  to  be  filed  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  a  statement  thereof  to  be 
reported  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  at  this  time? 

Mr.  KERR.  I  do  not  desire  to  object  to 
the  bill,  but  I  do  want  some  explanation  of  it. 
I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  state  to 
the  House  whether  there  is  any  precedent  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  of  this  kind  oy  Congress, 
and  whether  at  the  time  this  embassy  started 
toward  this  country  it  was  understood  by  the 
authorities  of  Japan  that  we  would  bear  the 
expenses  of  the  embassy. 

Mr.  McNEELY.    I  object  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  I  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  bill  passed. 
I  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his 
objection  until  I  can  say  a  word  in  answer  to 
what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  That  requires  unanimous 
consent 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  have  no  objection  to  an 
explanation  of  the  bill,  but  I  reserve  the  right 
to  object  to  its  introduction. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  akeady 


objected,  and  no  further  reservation  is  neces- 
sary. The  Chair  hears  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  making  a  statement. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  by  direction  of  the  President,  called 
on  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  also  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  stated  to  them  that  this  embassy 
was  coming,  that  a  message  had  been  received 
from  our  minister  in  Japan,  informing  the 
Government  that  such  an  embassy  was  start- 
ing on  its  way  to  visit  all  the  treaty  Powers  of 
the  world,  and  that  they  would  pass  from  here 
onward  around  the  world  with  a  view  to 
making  new  treaties.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  staled  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriiiions  much  more  fully 
than  lam  able  to  ao  the  grounds  for  this  action, 
and  I  shall  ask  him  in  a  moment  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  House  on  the  subject  The 
Committee  on  Appropriations  then  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  forward  in  writing  some 
statements  touching  the  precedents  in  the  case 
and  the  nature  of  the  embassv,  and  also  the 
amount  that  would  probably  be  required  for 
I  this  purpose.  A  letter  from. the  Secretary  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  is  here,  and  I  hope  he  will  make  use 
of  it  in  a  moment.  But  the  precedents  are  in 
this  line:  in  1860  a  similar  appropriation, the 
same  in  amount,  was  made  tor  the  Japanese 
embassjr  that  visited  this  country  at  that  time, 
and  during  tbe  Forty- First  Congress  we  made 
an  appropriation  for  a  similar  purpose  in 
regard  to  Paris.  I  believe  the  two  commit- 
tees are  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  iyfairs 
and  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  I  have 
simply  done  my  duty  in  presenting  it  here,  and 
I  now  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  to  make  any  statement  in  my 
time  tnat  he  may  desire  to  make. 

Mr.  BANKS.  In  reply  to  the  inquinr  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr,  j  who 
asked  if  there  was  any  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese  Government  that  the  ex- 
penses of  this  embassy  were  to  be  paid  if  they 
sent  an  embassy,  I  will  say  that  there  was  no 
such  understanding  whatever.  The  embassy 
is  of  the  highest  character  of  any  that  has  ever 
parted  from  that  country.  The  immediate 
object  of  the  embassy  is  to  make  inquiry  and 
gam  instructions  in  regard  to  the  renewal  and 
revision  of  their  treaties  with  the  several  treaty 
Powers  of  the  world.  They  are  not  authorized 
to  negotiate  new  treaties,  but  to  ask  the  exten- 
sion of  those  that  now  exist  until  they  shall 
have  time  to  inform  themselves  what  revision 
is  necessary  of  existing  treaties.  The  embassy 
consistsof  a  chief  embassador,  who  is  described 
in  the  dispatches  to  this  Government  as  a  per- 
son who  is  always  in  attendance  upon  the  em- 
peror of  Japan.  He  is  accompanied  by  three 
vice-embassadors,  one  of  whom,  Governor 
Ito,  is  undoubtedly  well  known  and  kindly 
remembered  by  the  members  of  this  House, 
having  been  present  here  a  year  ago,  and  there 
are  twenty-one  persons  in  attendance  upon  the 
embassy,  who  are  the  chief  officers  of  the  eight 
different  departments  of  the  Government  of 
Japan.  They  are  instructed  to  make  inquinr 
into  the  management  of  the  departments  of 
this  Government,  and  of  all  the  other  Govern- 
ments which  they  may  visit,  which  are  akin  to 
those  with  which  they  are  connected  in  Japan, 
the  object  being  to  open  to  the  people  and  to 
the  Government  of  Japan  all  those  improve- 
ments and  administrations  which  have  been 
most  successful  in  the  civilized  Governments 
of  the  world. 

This  is  a  special  embassy.  The  fact  that 
it  was  in  contemplation  has  been  known  to  our 
Government  for  some  time,  but  nothing  has 
been  known  of  the  actual  fact  of  its  anticipated 
arrival  until  a  very  short  time  before  it  reached 
San  Francisco.  We  follow,  in  the  appropria- 
tions proposed  by  tbe  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  the  practice  of 
all  civilized  nations  with  regard  to  embassies 


of  this  character.  Where  new  Powers,  not 
having  fixed  relations  to  other  civilized  nationsy 
send  embassies  for  the  purpose  of  inquinr,  and 
with  a  view  to  make  regulations  officially  and 
commercially  with  that  country,  their  recep- 
tion is  always  made  a  matter  of  generous  reco^ 
nition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  they  visit 
Such  was  the  view  of  this  Government  when 
the  Japanese  of  a  previous  administration  came 
here,  representing  the  Tyconate,  or  the  Tycoon, 
in  1859 ;  such  was  the  course  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  reeard  to  the  Chinese  embassy,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  our  lamented  friend,  Mr. 
Burlingame ;  and  such  is  now  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  State  Department,  with  the  consent 
of  the  President,  with  regard  to  this  new  em* 
bassy.  I  am  informed  by  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  Japanese  legation  that  the  expenses 
of  the  Japanese  embassy  to  England  in  1869 
and  1860  were  defrayed  by  that  Government; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  sev- 
eral Governments  visited  by  the  Chinese  em- 
bassadors received  them  with  most  kindly  and 
generous  hospitalities.  This  was  espectally  the 
case,  upon  my  own  observation,  with  tbe  uov- 
ernments  of  France,  Denmark,  and  Sweden, 
and  I  doubt  not  of  others. 

It  was  a  question  with  this  embassy  whether 
they  should  first  visit  the  United  States  or  the 
European  Governments.  Their  friendly  rela- 
tions oeing  strongest  with  the  United  States, 
and  their  sympathy  with  Our  people  and  our 
institutions  much  more  cleariy  defined,  both 
with  the  Government  and  people,  they  chose 
themselves  to  come  here  first,  and  the  question 
is  put  to  us  by  our  Government,  what  reception 
shall  be  given  their  embassy? 

In  a  word,  (I  will  not  trespass  long  upon  the 
House,)  Japan  was  an  isolated  Government, 
excluding  all  communication  with  nearly  all  na- 
tions of  the  outer  world  up  to  the  time  of  our 
treaty  with  Japan  in  1854,  through  the  nego- 
tiations entered  upon  by  Commodore  Perry. 

Since  that  time  Japan  has  made  treaty  nego- 
tiations with  the  leading  Powers  of  Europe. 
In  1859  we  bad  a  commercial  businees  with 
that  nation  of  $250.  In  the  twelve  years  suc- 
ceeding that  business  has  reached  the  sum 
of  $6,500,000  yearly,  and  very  nearly  eighty 
million  dollars  for  the  twelve  y^ars  since  that 
period.  The  Japanese  people  nomber  about 
forty  millions.  They  are  ac(}uainted  with  sci- 
ences and  arts  of  civilized  lite.  Their  manu- 
factures of  woolen  and  cotton  and  hemp,  espe* 
cially  of  silk,  wood,  iron,  copper,  paper,  and 

S'ass,  have  attained  a  great  renown  throoghont 
e  world.     They  are  cleanly,  orderly,  and 
industrious  in  their  habits — the  most  moial 
and  refined  of  the  eastern  nations.  *  Educated, 
they  are  prudent  and  thrifty,  and  advancing  in 
the  arts  of  civilization  with  surprising,  even 
marvelous  rapidity.      There  is  no  event  of 
modern  historjr  more  striking  than  the  readi- 
ness with  which  Japan  opens  itself  to  ad- 
vantages of  modem  civilization.    Thev  have 
done  what  we  have  not  yet   been  able   to 
accomplish,  with  all  our  superiority  of  educa- 
tion and  position.     Thev  have  reconciled  all 
the  parties  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion,  so 
that  now  the  representatives  of  that  Govern- 
ment,  here   in  Washington   and   elsewhere, 
embrace  both  the  supporters  of  the  1  ycoon 
and  the  Daimios.      They   have  established 
railways  and  telegraphs ;   they   build  steam- 
ships; they  are  organizing  navy-yards;  they 
are  preparing  by  every  means  in  their  power 
for  the  education  of  their  people.     In  the  dis- 
patches sent  to  the  Government  it  is  stated 
that  one  of  the  citizens  of  Yeddo,  in  bis  own 
house,  has  educated  two  thousand  Japanese 
children,  and  has  now  three  hundred  and  fifty 
children  every  dav  at  school  in  his  own  house. 
Education  is  inaeed  universal.      Num^^rous 
English  works  are  every  year  translated  by 
competent  scholars  into  the  Japanese  language. 
Their  ideas  of  character  are  of  an  elevated 
order.    They   covet  honors  and  commenda- 
tions ;  but  poverty  brings  upon  them  no  dis- 
credit.   A  Japanese  would  as  soon  suffer  the 
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ation  desired  by  the  commiUee,  and  therefore 
I  five  it  my  support. 

Mr.  BANES.  The  Honse  is  under  the  im- 
pression f  perhaps,  that  this  bill  makes  an 
appropriation  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the 
members  of  this  embassy.  That  woald  be  an 
erroneous  impression.  It  is  rather  to  give 
them  a  generous  reception  on  the  part  of  the 
Qovemment.  There  are  many  expenses  of 
individuals  members,  and  indeed  of  the  embassy 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  that  will  be 
borne  by  themselves  or  defrayed  by  the  great 
commercial  cities  they  may  visit.  What  we 
propose  is,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  give  them  a  generous  and  cordial^  reception, 
which  will  be  in  accordance  with  their  customs, 
as  it  is  with  the  ideas  of  our  people  and  the 
interests  of  our  Government.  And  we  do  this 
because  we  were  the  verv  first  to  introduce 
tbem  to  the  notice  and  the  acquaintance  of 
civilized  nations.  Holland  monopolized  the 
trade  of  Japan  for  two  hundred  years.  It  was 
our  own  Navy,  under  the  command  of  Com- 
modore Perry,  that  opened  the  country  to  ac- 
quaintance and  to  treaty  relations  with  modern 
nations. 

And  I  am  also  reminded  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  that  at  our  first 
acquaintance  with  Japan,  on  forming  com- 
mercial relations  with  that  -country,  the  first 
embassies  we  sent  out  were  received  with  gen- 
erous hospitality.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  intimating  that  the  Japanese  paid  the 
expenses  of  our  expedition.  It  was  a  naval 
expedition  of  formidable  character  for  that 
period,  sent  out  to  compel  them  to  open  their 
country,  by  the  acquisition  of  California  made 
a  near  neighbor,  to  the  commerce  of  our  peo- 
ple. They  could  not  regard  us  as  friends. 
We  required  them  to  abandon  customs  of 
many  centuries,  and  to  enter  a  policy  which 
waa  hostile  to  all  their  traditions  and  prin- 
ciples. We  were  in  fact  their  enemy.  Our 
negotiator  was  not  permitted,  in  fact,  to  com- 
municate with  the  cniefs  of  their  Government. 
But,  nevertheless,  when  they  comprehended  our 
views,  they  opened  their  ports  to  us  ;  they  sus- 
pended their  laws.  Our  representatives  were 
received  where  no  European  had  been  permit- 
ted to  approach  them,  fhey  recognized  us  as 
equals,  not  vassals ;  and  our  fleet  lay  in  their 
waters  without  the  espionace  of  Japanese 
guard-boats,  which  always  had  guarded  vessels 
of  other  nations.  It  is  for  this,  and  because  our 
treaties  have  been  profitable  to  us  and  valuable 
to  them,  that  we  propose  a  return  of  their  gen- 
erous consideration.  They  did  not,  of  course, 
under  such  circumstances  offer  to  pay  our 
expenses;  but  the  merchants  settled  in  the 
country  gave  to  our  people  every  hospitality. 
Commodore  Perry  and  his  men  suffered  for 
nothing  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  give  them. 
They  were  furnished  with  quarters,  servants, 
rations,  and  all  necessaries  and  luxuries  of 
life.  It  was  individual  hospitality,  not  na- 
tional hospitality :  but  we  must  remember  it 
was  extended  to  tnose  who  entered  the  Japan- 
ese waters  upon  a  yuasi  hostile  mission,  with 
the  purpose  of  forcing,  if  necessary,  the  recog- 
nition of  the  necessities  of  commerce. 

The  same  is  true  of  our  earliest  mission  to 
China.  Our  representative  was  received  at 
Pekin,  and  magnificent  banquets  and  festivals 
on  the  part  of  residents  of  the  empire  welcomed 
their  arrival  and  cheered  their  residence  among 
the  Chinese  people.  It  was  impossible  to  ex- 
pect the  hiffn  officers  of  the  Government  to 
enter  into  these  festivities,  for  we  were  then 
as  enemies  among  them.  But  they  came  to 
know  us  better,  and  to  regard  us  not  only  as 
friends,  but  their  protectors  and  teachers  in 
the  grand  march  of  civilization.  And  we  now 
propose  to  return  this  courtesy  in  the  same 
generous  manner  to  the  Japanese  embassy 
which  has  been  sent  to  us  upon  so  important  a 
mission  as  that  with  which  the  embassy  now 
on  its  way  to  this  city  is  charged  in  its  visit  to 
this  country.  Seriously,  I  hope  that  no  earnest 
opposition  will  be  offered  to  the  meaaure. 


That  which  it  is  worth  while  to  do  at  all  ought 
to  be  done  promptly,  generously,  and  unani- 
mously. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Garfibu),  of  Ohio,  to  suspend  the  rules  and 
pass  the  bill ;  and  being  put,  there  were — ayes 
96,  noes  89. 

Mr.  McNEELY  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  there  were — 
ayes  nineteen;    an  insufficient  number,   not 
being  one  fifth  of  the  last  vote. 
'   Mr.  McNEELY.    I  ask  for  tellers  on  order- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays. 

In  favor  of  ordering  tellers  on  the  yeas  and 
nays,  there  were — ayes  seventeen ;  not  one  fifth 
of  a  quorum. 

So  tellers  were  refused,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  refused;  and  (two  thirds  having 
voted  in  favor  thereof)  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1186)  to  en- 
able the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  embassy  from  Japan  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

LOUISIANA  DISTURBANCES. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  offer 
a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  the  committee  of  investigation  into  tne  dis- 
turbances at  New  Orleans.  I  am  not  author- 
ized by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to 
report  this  resolution,  but  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  have  it  passed  by  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Rfolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoase  is  directed 
to  pay  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  au- 
thorised by  the  resolation  of  January  15, 1872,  to  in- 
quire into  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  between 
the  sovemment  and  officials  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana. Ac,  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  required 
for  the  expenses  of  said  committee  while  absent 
from  Washington  in  the  discharse  of  their  duties; 
and  the  receipts  of  the  chairman  of  said  committee 
shall  be  the  proper  voaohnrs  of  the  Clerk  for  the 
amount  thereof  in  the  settlement  of  bis  accounts; 
said  expenditures  to  be  reported  to  and  audited  by 
the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  rise  to  object  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  I  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    Perhaps  I  will  with- 
draw the  objection,  if  the  gentleman  will  show 
us  good  reasons  for  passing  the  resolation. 
.    The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  cannot 
do  that.     He  must  either  object  or  not  object. 

Mr.  FARNSWOltTH.  I  desire  some  ex- 
planation from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or 
some  other  gentleman,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
the  committee  visiting  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  PETERS.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  state,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Fabksworth,]  that  of  course  if 
the  House  takes  back  its  order  sending  the 
committee  to  Louisiana  I  will  take  back  this 
resolution.  But  as  the  House  has  ordered  the 
committee  to  go,  and  as  I  understand  they  are 
about  starting,  and  as  they  have  requested  an 
appropriation  to  be  made  out  of  tne  contin- 
gent fund.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  make  tne  appropriation,  or  to  take  back  the 
order  sending  tnem  to  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  the  committee  will  go  to  New  Orleans  if 
this  appropriation  is  not  made.  If  the  appro- 
priation is  made,  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  fur- 
ther instruction  to  go. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  from  what  I  read  in 
the  newspapers,  that  the  difficulty  in  New 
Orleans  is  so  far  accommodating  itself  as  to 
make  it  unnecessary  to  send  a  committee  to 
make  investigation.  I  do  not  quite  see  what 
Congress  is  going  to  do  about  it  If  a  com- 
mittee goes  there  and  investigates  and  submits 
a  report,  I  cannot  see  what  we  can  do  upon 
the  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  Congress 
might  possess  itself  of  the  facts  pretty  nearly 
as  well  without  sending  a  committee  there  as 
by  sending  one.  I  may  be  wrong  about  this, 
but  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  getting  informa* 
Uon  on  the  subject.    The  committee,  I  know, 


do  not  want  to  go  to  New  Orleans  ;  they  have 
no  desire  to  go  there ;  but  if  the  House  desires 
they  shall  go,  I  suppose  that  it  ^s  only  by  pass- 
ing such  a  resolution  as  this  that  they  can  go. 
It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  difficulties 
are  pretty  much  ended  in  New  Orleans;  I 
judge  so  from  what  I  read  in  the  papers ;  and 
if  so  it  is  useless  to  send  a  committee  there  to 
investigate  them. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  shall  b#very 
glad  to  hear  from  the  committee.  l(  they  do 
not  desire  the  passage  of  the  resolution  1  shall 
be  happy  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SCO  FIELD.  When  a  committee  is  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  have  the  expenses 
of  witnesses,  clerks,  &c.,  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House,  they  ordinarily 
make  a  bill  in  items  as  expenses  are  incurred, 
and  it  is  presented  to  the  Clerk  and  paid. 
When  a  committee  goes  away  from  the  capi- 
tal it  is  necessary,  as  a  matter  of  coarse,  that 
they  should  have  some  mode  of  drawing  funds 
and  paying  them  out,  and  having  their  accounts 
audited  afterward.  The  Committee  to  Inves:- 
igate  Southern  Outrages  borrowed  some  ten 
or  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of 
expenses,  and  when  they  came  back  there  was 
some  objection  made  to  that  It  was  said  that 
they  ought  not  to  have  borrowed  money  and 
then  come  in  and  ask  the  House  to  make  an 
appropriation.  I  asked  the  Clerk  of  the  Honse 
this  morning  if  he  could  furnish  us  with  some 
money  from  the  contingent  fund  to  defray  ex- 
penses, and  he  told  me  he  could  not,  and  tiiat 
unless  a  resolution  of  this  kind  were  passed  we 
would  have  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  ex 
nensee  incurred.  He  told  me  further  that  the 
House  is  in  the  habit  of  passing  resolutions 
of  this  kind. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  going  down  to  New 
Orleans,  the  committee  have  nothing  to  say 
upon  that  poiAt.  The  House  have  directed 
them  to  make  the  investigation  here  or  else- 
where, and  if  this  resolution  stands  in  that  way, 
the  committee,  though  at  great  inconvenience 
to  themselves,  will  go  down  to  New  Orleans 
and  perform  the  duty  which  the  Honse  han 
assigned  them.  I  believe  that  every  mentbi-r 
of  the  committee  would  prefer  not  to  go.  If 
ihev  go,  they  will  have  to  leave  their  business 
and  correspondence  here,  and  two  members 
of  the  committee  have  absolutely  declined  to 
serve  on  this  account,  and  two  others,  I  sap- 
pose,  will  be  appointed  to  fill  their  places.  If 
the  House  has  changed  its  mind,  and  thinks 
that  the  committee  need  not  go  to  New  Or- 
leans, but  may  get  all  the  facts  they  can  here, 
whatever  facts  we  do  get  will  be  obtained  with- 
out any  considerable  expense,  and  the  vote 
upon  this  appropriation  will,  of  course,  determ- 
ine whether  the  House  wishes  us  to  go  down 
to  New  Orleans  Or  not. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man, if  he  is  willing  to  answer  the  question, 
whether  or  not  the  state  of  afiairs  has  not 
changed  since  the  passage  of  the  original  reso- 
lution by  the  House,  thereby  obviating  the 
necessity  of  the  committee  going  down  ?  For 
instance,  it  appears  by  the  newspapers  that 
what  is  called  the  ^'Warmoth  faction,'*  that 
is  to  si^.  Governor  Warmoth,  has  poasession 
now.  If  that  be  so,  I  should  like  to  know  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  what  the  com- 
mittee can  do  when  it  gets  down  there  either 
to  confirm  the  possession  of  the  Warrootii 
faction  or  to  controvert  it,  upon  what  it  will 
act,  whether  it  can  do  anything  more  than 
merely  to  recite  facts,  and  when  those  &ct8 
are  recited,  what  can  we  do  upon  that  recital 7 
I  ask  this  question  for  information,  becaose  I 
do  not  see  myself  what  the  committee  can  act 
upon. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Some  aspects  of  the  case, 
according  to  the  accounts  in  Uie  newspapm, 
have  changed  for  the  better  since  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution;  others  are  quite  as  bad,  or 
worse.  I  believe  that  the  members  of  Ube 
senate  of  Louisiana  who  absented  themselvea 
have  returned  to  the  hall  of  the  tenatei  but  the 
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l^on  no  longer  exists?  In  the  jndgroent  of 
the  House  there  was  a  necessity  a  week  ago. 
If  it  existed  then  it  exists  now,  for  the  situa- 
tion is  anchanged.  No  longer  a^o  than  last 
night  the  Governor  of  Loaisiana  invoked  the 
intervention  of  the  national  authority  to  pre- 
vent a  conflict  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
to-day. 

I  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Qjlbpibld]  that  this  investi^^on  should  reach 
the  Federal  officials.  Let  it  reach  all  who  are 
goilty.  I  concur  also,  in  part,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr,  Beck,]  who 
speaks  of  the  corruption  existing  there.  But 
while  it  exists  among  the  Republicans,  it  like- 
wiae  exists  among  the  Democracy. 

Mr.  BECK.  The  Democrats  may  have  paid 
the  money  to  buy  them. 

Mr.  SYPHEH.  That  class  of  members  of 
southern  Legislatures  who  are  denounced  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  as 
corrupt  and  debased  are  for  the  roost  part 
men  who  are  without  legislative  experience  and 
unacquainted  with  parliamentary  rules.  And 
I  doubt  not  that  in  many  cases  they  have 
been  improperly  influenced  to  vote  for  schemes 
of  plunaer ;  but  in  almost  every  case  the  vile 

i*ob  can  be  traced  to  an  old  and  respectable 
)emocrat  as  the  author. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  a  partisan  of  either 
faction  now  disgracing  my  State  by  their  revo- 
lutionary conduct  Both  are  criminally  wrong, 
and  their  acts  should  be  investigated  and  ex- 
posed so  that  the  country  may  know  the  truth, 
and  then  let  public  condemnation  rest  upon 
the  guilty  party.  Gentlemen  have  expressed 
fears  of  proving  too  much  by  this  investigation, 
and  they  intimate  that  it  might  be  damaging 
to  the  liepublican  party.  Let  me  say  to  them 
here,  that  if  the  ICepublican  party  is  to  have 
an  existence  in  the  South  in  the  future  it  must 
purge  itself  of  its  thieves.  The  masses  of  the 
people  of  my  State  are  honest,  they  are  peace- 
able, they  are  orderly,  law-abiding  citizens. 
They  ask  only  for  protection  in  their  rights 
and  property  and  to  be  permitted  to  pursue 
their  peaceful  pursuits.  These  they  have  the 
light  to  demand,  and  the  national  Govern- 
ment cannot  deny  them  these  rights.  Let 
the  committee  proceed  to  Louisiana  without 
delay  and  make  an  impartial  and  thorough 
investigation  of  all  the  aifficulties,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  House,  then  it  will  be  time, 
after  the  facts  are  before  us,  to  decide  whether 
Congress  has  the  power  under  the  Constitution 
to  supply  a  remeay  for  the  existing  evils. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  introduced  the 
resolution  upon  which  this  committee  has  been 
raised.  I  did  not  do  it  suddenly,  nor  until  after 
deliberation  and  consultation.  I  have  seen  it 
announced  in  the  papers  since  the  committee 
has  been  raised,  that  there  had  been  efforts 
made  by  the  Executive  and  other  parties  to 
prevent  its  going  to  New  Orleans.  I  have 
only  to  say,  sir,  that  is  not  true.  It  is  not 
true  that  the  Executive  is  opposed  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  committee^  or  its  proceed- 
ing to  New  Orleans.  Nor  is  it  tve  that  those 
who  are  generally  supposed  in  New  Orleans 
to  be  opposed  to  the  Executive  are  opposed 
to  investigation,  for  between  the  first  day  I 
offered  the  resolution  and  ^he  day  it  passed 
I  received  a  telegraphic  communication  from 
the  head  of  those  who  are  generally  consid- 
ered to  be  opposed  to  the  Executive  calling 
for  investigation.  The  investigation  origin- 
ated from  intrinsic  difficulties  of  the  case  in 
New  Orleans,  because  the  President  had  been 
appealed  to  by  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  to 
interfere  with  Federal  force  in  order  to  keep 
the  peace,  under  that  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  requires  him  upon  the  appeal  of 
the  State  Executive  to  render  that  assistance. 
His  reply  was  that  there  was  a  conflict  of  au- 
thority, that  there  were  two  parties  there,  each 
rejpresenting  itself  to  be  the  l«gal  government 
oiLouisiana,  and  under  those  circumstances 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  respond  to  the 
one  or  to  the  other.    Statements  came  up  to 


him  of  one  character  from  one  side,  and  flat 
contradictions  to  them  came  to  him  from  the 
other,  on  their  face  equally  authentic  and 
equally  official.  And  it  was  because  be  was 
unable  to  decide  between  these  that  an  invest- 
igation by  some  competent  authority  was  ab- 
solutely necessary.  Therefore  this  resolution 
did  originate  in  the  House,  and  for  that  reason, 
I  suppose,  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  the  resolution.  It 
contemplated  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, rather  than  the  joint  committee  should 
have  this  added  to  its  other  duties,  for  the 
plain  reason  that  this  House  could  not  instruct 
the  joint  committee.  If  the  House  should 
instruct  the  committee  it  must  be  its  own 
committee,  and  while  I  hesitate  whether  it  were 
not  better  to  instruct  those  members  of  the 
point  committee  which  are  part  of  the  House, 
It  occurred  to  sne  that  it  was  better,  in  the 
multiplicity  of  the  burdens  of  the  committee, 
that  another  should  be  appointed  to  which 
should  be  especially  referred  the  making  of 
this  investigation. 

It  was  said  by  some,  when  this  resolution 
was  pending  here  in  this  House,  that  it  was 
better  not  to  uncover  the  proceedings  in  New 
Orleans,  that  such  was  the  condition  of  things 
there  it  had  better  not  be  brought  to  light. 
I  do  not  belong  to  that  ciase  of  men,  Mr. 
Speaker.  I  assume  that  both  sides  are 
very  nearly  what  the  gentleman  from^  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Beck]  has  endeavored  to  show, 
one  side  at  least  is.  I  do  not  know  either 
side,  and  do  not  care  any  further  about  them 
than  to  bring  them  to  the  surface  and  let  the 
world  see  who  and  what  they  are  and  what 
they  are  doing. 

I  do  not  understand  things  have  so  changed 
in  Louisiana  that  there  is  any  less  occasion 
to-day  for  this  investigation  than  there  was 
when  this  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House. 
We  are  told  that  a  revenue-cutter  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  used  by  one  side,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  does  not  know  whether 
for  a  lawful  or  unlawful  purpose,  except  as  the 
papers  inform  him.  From  the  reports  of  the 
officials  residing  there,  appointed  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other,  whether  right  or  wrong,  the 
Executive  is  unable  to  decide  in  response  to 
their  calls  upon  him  to  which  of  them  he  is 
obliged,  under  the  Constitution,  to  furnish  a 
force  to  keep  the  peace.  Atthis  very  moment 
the  '*outs*'  have  issued  a  proclamation  that 
at  eleven  o'clock  and  thirty  minntes  this  morn- 
ing they  will  proceed,  with  the  speaker  at 
their  head  and  with  two  thousand  men  under 
their  command,  to  the  State  House  to  drive  out 
those  in  possession. 

Sir,  this  is  what  they  call  npon  the  people 
of  New  Orleans  to  do : 

**  The  eitisens,  irrespective  of  rule  or  party,  are 
invited  to  orf  anise  and  arm  themselvet  at  well  as 
they  may  be  able,  and  report  in  foree  in  the  neigh- 
borbood  of  207  Canal  street,  where  they  will  be  pro- 
vided with  tho  necessary  commissions  and  sworn  in 
OS  assistant  sergeants-at-arms.    I  want"— 

This  is  the  language  of  the  man  who  claims 
to  be  the  speaker  of  the  house,  and  upon  whose 
telegram  to  the  President  in  connection  with 
the  telegram  of  the  other  side  the  President 
responded  that  he  was  unable  to  decide  which 
was  the  true  authority.    He  says  : 

*'  I  want  a  force  so  potent  in  numbers,  and  also  so 
representative  of  tho  oommanity.  as  will  preelnde 
bloodshed  and  insure  abetinenoe  on  the  part  of  the 
Execative  from  farther  interferenoe  with  the  Qen- 
erol  Assembly." 

This  is  to  be  performed  and  enacted  while 
we  are  hesitating  here  whether  it  were  worth 
while  for  us  to  inquire  at  all. 

Now,  it  is  charged  that  the  Government  offi- 
cers are  steeped  in  corruption,  and  that  they 
have  sided  with  one  of  these  parties.  In  re- 
sponse it  is  charged  that  the  Governor  and  the 
Legislature  are  rotten,  rotten  to  the  core,  and 
that  it  is  a  conflict  of  rotten  factions  in  the 
State  of  Lonisianai  involving  the  Federal  offi- 
cers and  the  Federal  power,  and  the  admin- 
istration of  the  custom-house  and  the  collec- 


tion of  the  revenue.  These  are' the  diif|«, 
and  this  is  the  response  of  the  Execotife  to 
the  one  side  and  to  the  other.  And,  while  I 
admit,  sir,  that  it  is  an  unpleasant  du^  wUcfa 
the  House  has  devolved  upon  this  committee, 
I  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  cannot  afford  to 
stop  this  investigation. 

Mr.  VOOBHEES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  toted 
for  this  investigation,  and  to  raise  this  coo* 
mittee.  In  doing  so  I  differed  from  msnj  of 
my  political  friends  on  this  side  of  the  Hoot*. 
I  did  so,  however,  becaotjB  I  believed  there 
was  a  necessity  for  something  to  bo  done ;  aod 
although  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  in  n^  niod 
whether  it  was  within  th<)  province  of  this  Go? 
ernment  to  interfere  wHh  such  a  local  coDtett 
as  is  now  raging  in  Louisiana,  I  gtfe  the 
occasion  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 

As  I  look  upon  th^  scene  which  has  been 
exhibited  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  for  the 
last  two  weeks,  I  think  no  gentlemaoaponthii 
floor  has  oxaffgerated  its  importance.  No  one 
has  colored  the  affair  too  atroeglv.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Divtsj 
is  entitled,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  tbaaksot 
the  country  for  the  independeaca  of  kii  coi- 
duct  in  moving  the  proposed  infestigttioi. 
He  is  a  leader  of  his  party,  and  the  offidil 
leader  of  this  House,  and  the  effeeks  of  hii 
measure  must  fisll  upon  his  political  frisodi. 
His  oondnct  is  all  the  more  commeodible  for 
that  reason. 

Sir,  what  do  we  behold  in  LooisiaDa?  An 
American  State  has  been  trying  for  twoveeb 
to  convene  her  Legialatnre,  and  trying  in  nio. 
She  has  been  endeavoring  to  assemble  the  liv- 
making  branch  of  her  government,  and  sp  to 
this  hour  has  failed.  During  that  tiou  ve 
have  seen  an  American  officer  In  commaod  of 
United  States  troops,  moving  them  every  dtj 
to  and  from  the  Government  barracks,  inierfer 
ing  in  the  stAiggle,  under  orders  from  toise- 
where,  until  at  last  the  mob  arises  aod  goes  to 
his  headquarters.  It  there  makes  a  demsBd, 
disgraceinl  to  them  and  to  the  age  in  which  ve 
live ;  asks  the  officer  to  proclaim  niarutl  Uv. 
Tho  answer  given  by  him  was  not  crediishw 
to  his  uniform  or  rank,  but  it  wu,  perhtpi, 
just  to  the  servile  mob,  clamoring  for  tyrsony 
to  be  esUbliahed  on  their  bended  necks,  ne 
tells  them  to  go  away,  or  he  will  give  them  the 
martial  law  of  grape  smd  canister.  These 
are  strange  events  in  a  land  of  law. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  If  the  gentleman  nil 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him,  I  will  say  that  ttf 
statement  he  is  referring  to  has  been  demeo. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Be  it  so ;  bottheLegtf 
latnre  is  not  convened ,  and  somebody  is  to 
blame  for  this  great  scandal.  And  at  last  there 
comes  this  morning  a  declaration  of  wsr.  i 
know  not  whether  the  intelligence  it  trae  or 
false ;  I  know  not  whether  the  Louisiana  eB 
cials  have  acquired  Mexican  habits  of  ujotng 
proclamations  for  amusement  and  ^o^f^]^ 
poses  of  battle.  Be  that  as  it  »»J»  ."^^^ 
name  of  the  whole  country  is  disgraced;  poWic 
decency  is  outraged;  the  leader  of  one  iscboo 
proclaims  that  he  will  at  a  given  hoar  proctea 
in  battle  array  to  open  one  branch  of  the  UjPJ* 
lature  by  force  of  arms.  With  das  nthW 
regard  to  the  safe^  of  non-combatants,  M  tw's 
them  to  dose  their  houses  and  places  of  w* 
ness  and  to  keep  out  of  the  streets.  This  " 
a  deolaration  of  civil  war.  This  time  »k »;  "^ 
a  slaveholders'  rebellion;  it  is  aytr  ojrm 
wings  of  a  great  and  powerful  po^^^'^.Pf  Jl 
Has  it  commenced  ?    Who  ean  tell  me?  i^o 

not  know  whether  it  hu  or  not,  but  if  "*•  ■t 
ter  does  not  call  for  prompt  action  <^^^Vr 
then  1  can  conceive  of  no  ontsageon  Aaej^r 
soU  that  should  challeoge  the  atteaUoa  of  toe 
American  Goncrees.  ^^ 

Sir,  this  trouble  strises  from  the  tft^  "l^^ 
which  Congress  has  acted  in  reconstraouof  «<> 

Mr.  FARNSWOBTH.    Before  the  gw^w 
man  passes  from  this  point  I  desire  to  ssk 
what  Congress  could  do  when  it  m»^  »■ 
facts  to  e£st  which  he  has  stated? 
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and  I  agreed  to  do  so.  I  inteDded  to  go  to 
New  Orleans  and  do  my  duty  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.  Private  affairs  as  well  as  public 
duties  have,  however,  so  pressed  upon  me  that 
I  have  been  compelled  to  ask  the  Speaker  to 
relieve  me^and  send  in  my  place  some  one 
who  will  do  the  work  required  perhaps  much 
better. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  has  not  called  upon  Congress  for 
intervention.  How  can  the  Legislature  call 
when  it  cannot  convene?  Anarchy  is  there; 
lawlessness  is  there;  murder  is  there-;  rebel- 
lion is  there.  I  cordially  thank  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  ^[  Mr.  Dawes]  &r 
bringing  the  question  before  us  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  has  been  presented. 

Mr.  SHELLA6AKGER.  Mr.  Speakt^,  I 
sought  the  floor  at  the  time  it  was  occupied 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawbs]  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  single 
statement.  What  has  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman fr*m  Indiana  [Mr.  Voorhbes]  may 
induce  me  to  add  to  what  I  then  intended,  to 
say  a  remark  or  two.  What  I  did  desire  to 
say  before  the  gentleman  spoke  who  has  just 
concluded  was  simply  this:  that  with  that 
unscrupulous  license  and  want  of  fair  play 
which  has  characterized  most  of  what  hasbeeti 
said  against  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States, 
the^  has  been  said  in  regard  to  this  matter 
that  he,  as  was  remarked  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes, J  opposed 
and  sought,  for  bad  personal  reasons,  tu  sup- 
press this  proposed  investigation.  Now,  sir,- 
it  was  by  an  accident  that  I  happened  to  know 
personally  how  exactly  opposite  to  the  truth 
that  cruel  statement  is ;  that  when  the  whole 
land  was  ringing  with  the  accusation  by  a 
portien  of  the  press  of  the  country  of  the 
character  I  have  stated,  that  our  distmgtltshed 
Chief  Magistrate  was  trembling  lest  investiga- 
tion injurious  to  him-and  his  should  be  started 
on  the  way,  be  was  struggling  that  it  should 
be  started,  as  I  state  to  the  country  and  to  the 
Bduse  from  my  personal  knowledge,  a  knowl- 
edge, however,  which  I  obtained  without  seek- 
ing, and  by  a  mere  accident. 

Now,  then,  that  being  said,  it  was  all  I  had 
intended  to  say,  so  that  gentlemen  may  go  for- 
ward with  this  investigation  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  with  the  assurance  they  will  be 
acting  in  the  exact  line  of  extreme  solicitude 
and  anxiety  and  craving  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

I  am  induced,  Mr.  S(>eaker,  by  a  remark 
or  two  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Voorhees.]  and  which  he  said 
with  that  care  to  avoid  hardness  of  statement 
which  distinguishes  his  remarks  generally,  and 
which  I  will  try  to  imitate,  to  add  one  word 
further.  He  said  that  he  would  desist  from 
making  anjr  statement,  or  rather  from  entering 
into  an^  discussion  of  what  the  mischief  is 
whicl^  )^®9  tkt  the  bottom  of  this  enormity  in 
Louisiana,  bi|t  which,  he  said,  is  one  of  the 
family  which  our  policy  has  brought  about.  I 
wish  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  taken* a 
few  moments  of  his  time  in  being  more  explicit 
on  that  cardinal  elementary  principle  of  his 
which  he  did  state,  but  did  not  define,  to  wit, 
that  we  had  set  governments  on  their  wrong 
end;  that  we  bad 'set  the  pyramid  upon  its 
apex.  It  would  have  taken  but  a  minute  tp 
state  what  that  meant  in  the  language  of  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  Does  it  mean,  sir. 
Ihat  when  we  have  put  the  governments  ef 
these  States  on  the  votes  of  all  the  people,  that 
is  putting  them  upon  their  apex?  Does  the 
gentleman  mean  by  thax  to  say  we  shall  turn 
around  now  and  set  back  the  dial  of  time  and 
take  away  the  votes  from  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  Republic  who  now  hold  'the 
right  of  suffrage  under  the  reconstruction  laws 
of  Congress  and  the  fourteenth  aud  fifteenth 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  BECK.     Yon  do  not  do  that. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.    If  he  proposes 


that,  it  will  take  but  a  moment  to  say  so.  Tf 
the  design  is  to  lay  an  accusation  against  the 
Republican  party  that  they  have  placed  the 
power  of  voting  in  Louisiana  with  all  the  peo- 
ple, it  will  take  but  a  moment  of  the  gentle- 
man's time  to  say  that. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  can  answer  the  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  if  he  will  give  me 
an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.    I  cannot  yield. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  only  desire  to  answer  the 
question  in  behalf  of  my  friend  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  When  I  get 
through  with  another  sentence  or  two  I  will 
yield. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  only  want  to  answer  the 
gentleman's  question.  He  does  not  give  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  all  the  people. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  now 
let  me  say,  once  for  all,  right  here,  that  I 
want  to  know  whether  they  propose  to  take 
away  the  right  of  suffrage  from  the  black  men 
of  the  Republic? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  No ;  but  we  propose  to 
give  it  to  the  white  men  as  well. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  If  that  is  not 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  setting  up  the  Gov- 
ernment on  its  apex,  then  what  is  it? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  If  the  gentleman  will 
yield  to  me  I  will  tell  him. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  will  preeently, 
but  not  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  entitled  to  the  floor  and  declines  to  yield. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  1  want  now  to 
allude  to  the  phenomena  which  we  have  seen 
lately  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  reconstruc- 
tion to  which  the  gentleman  has  alluded.  I 
s&y,  in  the  light  of  all  history,  that  they  are 
phenomena,  and  that  each  one  of  them  is  a 
phenomenon  wholly  unexampled  in  human 
history.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Voorhbes]  has  alluded  to  the  late  war  with 
an  eloquence  to  which  I  always  listen,  even 
now  when  my  blood  has  got  used  to  eloqneoce, 
with  interest  and  almost  with  a  thrill  when  he 
was  pointing  to  the  desolations  of  our  late  war. 

The  first  phenomenon  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  is  the  condition  in  which  we  came  out 
of  the  war.  Ah,  sir,  we  came  out  of  that 
war — how?  With  at  least  ten  magnificent 
States  in  ruin,  every  part  and  particle,  from 
dome  to  foundation,  pillar,  architrave,  all, 
all  in  unutterable  ruin  and  confusion;  and 
the  problem  was  how  would  we  build  them 
up  again.  Three  alternatives  were  presented. 
•One  was  to  base  their  reconstruction  upon 
the  suffrages  alone  of  those  whose  hands  were 
yet,  without  a  figure  of  speech,  dripping  at 
their  finger-ends  with  the  blood  of  our  lost 
patriots.  That  we  might  have  done  aud  ex- 
cluded aH  black  men.  Or  we  might  have 
based  the  governments  of  those  Slates  upon 
the  votes  of  the  blacks  alone.  That  we  might 
have  done  without  violating  any  of  the  princi- 
ples indicated  to  us  by  the  history  of  all  gov- 
ernments as  to  their  methods  of  disposing  of 
treason.  But  we  did  not  do  that.  We  based 
the  governments  upon  the  suffrages  of  all,  and 
the  result  tod^y  is  that  the  leader  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  ii^this  House  says  that  in  taking 
that  course  we  put  the  Government  on  its 
^pex.  ^Now,  that  is  one  phenomenon  which  we 
had  before  us — that  phenomenon  of  ruin  and 
that  work  of  reorganization,  and  we  went  at  it 
as  well  as  we  coulawith  all  the  huge  difficulties 
that  lay  in  our  path. 

.The  other  phenomenon,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this ; 
I  allude  to  it  with  satisfaction  and  with  grati- 
tude ;  it  has  reference,  sir,  to  the  position  of 
that  black  race  to  whom  we  gave  the  right  to 
vote.  No  Republican  ever  was  found  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  to  declare  that  it  was  not  a 
misfortune  that  the  important  right  of  suffrage 
should  be  intrusted  to  ignorant  men,  whether 
they  be  black  or  white.  That  is  always  and 
ever  will  be  a  calamity.  Ignorance,  with  the 
right  of  suffrage,  is  and  must  be  a  calamity, 
and  nobody  has  ever  said  aught  to  the  contrary, 


either  in  this  House  or  elsewhere.  Bat,  sir, 
while  that  had  to  be,  while  those  three  faon- 
dred  years  of  slavery  and  of  oppreesion  ta 
which  Mr.  Lincoln  so  grandly  alluded  wliea 
he  spoke  of  that  compensation  which  we  moat 
pay  oack — for  each  drop  of  blood  drawn  by  tlia 
fash,  one  drawn  by  the  sword — when  those 
three  hundred  years  of  slavery  and  oppressioa 
had  done  their  work,  and  lefl  as  this  raee, 
ignorant  by  no  wrong  of  its  own,  while  tbey 
were  ignorant  they  were  patriotic,  aod  thai  is 
the  poin^  to  which  I  wanted  to  direct  gentle- 
men's minds.  It  unlocks  this  whole  diraciilty. 
If  the  educated  men  of  New  Orleans,  of  Looie- 
iana,  and  of  the  Sonth  will  only  deal  (kxtij 
with  the  uneducated  patriotism  of  the  blaek 
men,  i  will  venture  my  life  on  the  assertion 
^at  the  difficulties  of  the  Soath  will  be  dis- 
sipated within  an  hour.  Their  ignorance 
makes  them  the  more  easy  dupes  of  bad  men. 
But  let  those  who  are  educated,  let  those  who 
have  led  rebel  armies  like  this  roan  Carter, 
deal  with  simple  fairness  with  those  naedn- 
cated  patriots,  and  the  mischief  will  be  mended. 
But  the  phenomenon  to  which  I  wish  toallode 
is,  that  that  ignorance  is  passing  away.  Ah, 
sir,  I  congratulate  myself,  I  congratulate  you, 
and  I  congratulate  the  country,  Uiat  in  the  his- 
tory of  men  there  has  not  been  such  a  pbe 
nomenon  as  this  one — the  rapidity  with  wbTch 
the  black  men,  if  the  Ku  Klnxes  will  bat  let 
the  school-houses  alone,  are  being  edacaled  to 
a  standard  when  their  ignorance  will  no  longer 
make  them  the  dupes  of  bad  and  designing 
men. 

Mr.  BECK.  In  five  minutes  I  will  try  and 
say  all  that  1  wish  to  say  on  this  qaestion  at 
present.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Voorhees,]  being  too  hoarse  to  reply  to  the 
question  addressed  to  him,  asked  me  to  say  a 
word  in  reply.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Shellabarobr]  wherein  he  and  bis 
friends  put  the  pyramid  upon  its  apex.  He 
says  thev  enfranchise  all  men.  That  is  not 
true.  They  disfranchised  very  large  num- 
bers of  the  intelligent  classes  in  all  those  States 
by  their  reconstruction  acts,  and  pot  the 
ignorance  of  the  States  over  them,  backed  by 
needy,  worthless,  and  corrupt  adventurers,  who 
framed  constitutions  and  installed  themselves 
in  all  the  offices,  usurping  all  the  functions  of 
government  in  those  States.  They  not  only  did 
that,  but  afler  the  constitutions  were  sccepted 
by  Congress,  under  their  registration  and  elec- 
tion laws  very  few  white  men  were  allowed  to 
register  or  vote  in  many  of  the  southern  States, 
and  the  registrars  had  the  right,  anti  exercised 
the  power,  to  strike  the  names  of  those  white 
voters  in  such  numbers  as  suited  them  off  the 
list  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  All  the  eleetiou 
officers,  police,  ballot  counters,  and  those  who 
certified  tp  results,  were  Radicsls,  imposed  on 
these  people  by  Congress.  In  Louisiana,  if  the 
registrars  were  not  severe  enough,  the  metro- 
politan police  could  report  names,  and  on  their 
say  so  have  them  stricken  off  the  list.  Not  only 
did  they  disfranchise  the  white  voters,  bat  they 
generally  selected  as  the  victims  of  their  perse- 
cution and  vengeance  the  intelligence  of  those 
States.  That  soemed  very  much  Uke  setting  the 
pyramid  on  its  apex.  Congress  sent  down,  or 
rather  induced,  a  set  of  men  of  the  vilest  and 
most  worthless  character,  camp  followers  and 
bureau  ^ents,  to  take  possession  aird  control 
of  these  ignorant  negroes.  They  instilled  into 
their  minds  hatred  against  the  whites  by  every 
art  and  wile ;  they  made  them  befteve  that 
they  would  be  put  back  into  slavery  if  tbey 
did  not  follow  the  political  lead  of  the  carpet- 
bsggefs.  .  They  promised  them  to  divide  the 
property  of  the  whites  among  them,  and 
incited  them  to  commit  the  foulest  crimes, 
telling  them  that  matches  were  cheap,  and 
that  robbery  and  arson  were  not  offenses. 
These  men  were  the  creatures  of  Congress. 

Why,  sir,  when  the  people  of  Alabama  de* 
feated  the  State  constitution,  and  all  the 
officers  who  were  candidates  under  it  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  Congress  itself. 
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do  not  defend  any  class  there.  I  would  I 
bad  the  gifi  of  speech  to  express  my  abhor- 
rence of  all  classes  of  politicians  there.  But 
I  think  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  whose 
party  in  the  time  past  have  had  the  means  of 
education,  the  meatts  of  enlightenment,  the 
mt^ans  of  civilization,  the  means  of  Christian- 
ization  in  theirown  hands,  ought  to  be  the  last 
to  taunt  poor  ignorant  freedmen  for  being  de- 
based, when  that  debasemeot  is  the  effects  of 
their  enslavement. 

But  there  are  other  things  to  which  I  wish 
to  allude.  Several  gentlemen  have  spoken  in 
regard  to  debts  and  taxation  in  these  southern 
States,  and  they  have  exaggerated  so  grossly 
that  I  am  unwilling  that  their  statements  should 
go  unchallenged.  For  instance,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  says  that  the  debts 
of  the  southern  States  have  been  increased 
since  the  war  $250,000,000.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  debts  of  the  States,  of  the  counties,  of  the 
cities,  of  all  the  municipal  corporations  in  the 
late  rebellions  States,  will  not  reach  that  sum. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  want  the  House  to  recollect 
that  statement  when  the  reportof  the  commit- 
tee comes  in.  I  f^ay  there  is  an  increase  of 
indebtedness  of  $250,000,000. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  gentleman  counts 
from  before  the  war  until  new.  He  forgets  the 
debt  made  during  the  war. 

Mr.  BECK.    That  was  all  repudiated. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  BECK.  It  was  all  repudiated  by  a  pro- 
vision in  tiiA  fourteenth  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  No  sir,  it  was  not  all 
repudiated.  Only  the  rebel  debt  was  repudi- 
ated. Take  the  State  of  Virginia  if  you  please. 
In  1870,  before  reconstruction,  tho  debt  of  that 
State  was  over  forty  five  millions.  Now  it 
is  less  than  forty-three  millions — a  decrease 
since  reconstruction ;  and  every  dollar  of  this 
debt  is  the  old  Democratic  debt  of  the  old 
Democratic  State  of  Virginia— debt  created 
before  the  war,  increased  by  interest  to  1870, 
and  decreased  since  by  sale  of  assets. 

Mr.  PORTER.  The  gentleman  is  certainly 
mistaken.  The  debt  of  Virginia  now,  under 
Democratic  rule,  is  $48,000,000. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  have  the  correct 
figures.  *  *  I  know  whereof  I  affirm. ' '  I  f  there 
are  Republicans  who  seek  to  exaggerate 
the  debt  of  Virginia  in  order  to  make  capital 
against  the  Democratic  goyernmeot  of  that 
State,  I  am  not  one  of  them. 

Mr.  PORTER,  (in  bis  seat.)    Nor  am  I. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  state  the  facts  from 
official  sources. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  how  is  it  about  Louis- 
iana ?  I  had  supposed  that  regarding  the  debt 
of  that  State  there  could  be  no  exaggeration ; 
but  the  rhetorical  gentleman  from*Indiana 
[Mr.  VooRHEEs]  has  been  able  to  exaggerate 
it.  Jumping  with  his  seven-league  boots  into 
matters  whicn  he  evidently  has  not  considered, 
he  says,  *'The  debt  of  Louisiana  is  some- 
where from  fifty  to  one  hundred  millions.*' 
The  fact  is  it  is  *' somewhere**  under  forty 
millions.  The  constitution  limits  it  to  twenty- 
five  millions,  and  they  cannot  go  far  beyond 
that,  though  they  may  attempt  to  do  so.  The 
debt  proper  is  $22,000,000,  and  to  make  forty 
includes  contingent  and  prospective  contin- 
|;ent  liabilities  for  railroads  and  other  public 
improvements.  The  constitution  shears  the 
whole  sum  down  to  some  figure  within  twenty- 
five  millions.  Her  debt  of  twenty- two  millions 
includes  that  made  to  rebuild  the  levees,  which 
alone  amounts  to  seven  millions,  and  against 
which  no  man  says  a  word. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  Allow  me  to  add  one 
word.  The  present  government  of  Louisiana 
has  paid,  by  issuing  its  bonds,  $4,000,000  of 
floating  debt  created  by  the  Demo'cratic  Legis- 
lature elected  in  1865,  which,  by  the  way,  was. 
the  most  expensive  Legislature  that  has  sat  in 
that  State  since  the  war,  except  the  present 
Legislature  at  its  last  session. 

fir.  STEVENSON.  All  such  things  are 
forgotten  on  the  other  sidoi  if  they  were  ever 


known.  They  quite  forget  that  when  the  recon- 
structed government  was  inaugurated  the  debt 
was  $14,000,000;  add  $7,000,000  for  levees, 
and  $21,000,000  are  accounted  for. 

The  State  of  Texas  is  said  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  debt.  I  have  here  the  official  statement, 
which  shows  that  the  State  of  Texas  has  now 
a  debtof  $1,454,887.  ThatStatehas  ninety  mil- 
lion acrc^s  of  land.  The  value  of  property 
there  has  increased  more  than  one  hundred 
million  dollars  since  the  close  of  the  war. 
While  property  in  slaves  has  been  destroyed, 
all  other  species  of  prbperty  in  that  State  are 
worth  more  than  they  were  before  tho  war. 

Mr.  BECK.  Does  not  the  gentleman  know 
that  the  Legislature  of  that  State  has  given 
away  to  railroads,  without  any  lien  or  reserva- 
tion, from  twelve  and  a  half  to  fourteen  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  that  the  taxation  this  year, 
as  shown  by  the  books  which  the  gentleman 
has,  is  over  five  million  dollars? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  taxation  in  Texas  is,  but  I  know  she  is 
building  school-houses  by  the  hundred,  she  is 
estabiishiug  free  schools  over  that  vast  domain, 
an  empire  in  itself.  The  first  free  common 
school  ever  opened  in  Texas  was  begun  last 
September.  Of  course  the  State  has  had  to 
lay  taxes  to  carry  on  this  work  of  education, 
but  her  constitution  requires  it,  and  what  have 
gentlemen  who  denounce  ignorance  to  say 
•against  education?  So  far  as  I  am  advised,  no 
aid  has  yet  been  given  in  money  or  bonds  to 
railroads,  though  about  twelve  millions  have 
been  promised  to  be  properly  secured. 

I  do  not  follow  all  these  exaggerations,  it 
were  improper  at  this  hour;  these  instances 
must  suffice  to  show  their  character;  but  I  will 
slate  that  the  figures  which  I  have  been  exam 
ining  and  considering  for  several  months  will 
show,  when  exhibited  to  this  Hoase  and  to  the 
country,  that  there  has  been  in  the  South  since 
the  close  of  the  war  an  increase  in  the  value 
of  pro{>erty  to  the  extent  of  over  three  hun- 
dred million  dollars.  This  is  the  result  of  the 
voluntary  labor  of  the  freedmen  whom  the 
Democrats  refuse  to  educate,  and  would  have 
refused  to  liberate,  and  whom  it  appears  they 
would  now  disfranchise  in  order  to  take  society 
off  its  ^'apex,*'  put  itback  ^*on  its  base.*' 
According  to  the  ideas  of  the  degenerate  Dem- 
ocracy of  these  days,  the  base  of  the  pyramid  of 
society  is-  composed  of  the  aristocratic  few, 
and  the  apex  is  formed  by  the  people  in  mass. 

Gentlemen  indulge  in  declamation  against 
taxes  in  the  southern  States.  The  figures 
will  show  that  instead  of  taxation  being  gross 
and  burdensome  in  the  South,  the  entire  taxes. 
State,  county,  city,  and  town  were  but  little  more 
for  1870  in  the  eleven  southern  States,  than 
were  levied  in  the  same  year  for  State  and  local 
purposes  in  the  single  State  of  Ohio  alone. 
Has  any  gentleman  an^rtbing  to  say  against 
Ohio?  If  he  has  let  him  say  it^  and  he  may 
go  unanswered.  Not  only  does  it  compare  so 
favorably  with  Ohio,  but  it  is  not  one  half  the 
amount  levied  for  1870  in  the  Democratic 
State  of  New  York;  though  these  States  are 
eleven,  and  contain  many  millions  of  peo- 
ple ;  though  they  had  to  begin  at  the  ground 
and  reestablish  governments  which  have  been 
overthrown  in  blood  and  ruin;  though  they 
had  to  establish  systems  of  education  and 
reestablish  public  improvements  which  had 
been  almost  destroyed,  and  though  tliey  have 
been  compelled  to  fight  the  Ku  Klux  aud  the 
Democratic  party  for  every  step  of  their 
progress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  one  word  as  to  the  allegation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,] 
that  we  do  not  allow  the  intelli^ent«people  to 
vote  in  the  South.  The  laws  oi  the  southern 
States  do  not,  nor  do  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  disfranchise  any  of  the  people  of  the 
South  on  account  of  rebellion  save  uiose  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  the  State  constitu- 
tion of  Arkansas,  which  disfranchises  those 
who  were  guilty  during  the  war  of  violations 
of  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare.     We  do  not 


know  how  many  such  persons  are  io  that 
State,  but  the  number  cannot  be  large.  All 
others  are  permitted  to  vote  iherei  as  all  are 
elsewhere 

Mr.  BECK.    Is  it  so  in  Looisiana? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  So  far  as  I  know  it  is 
80.  not  only  in  Louisiana,  but  in  all  the  States. 
Jefferson  Davis  is  a  voter ;  Semmes  ia  a  vat«^r ; 
Forrest  is  a  voter.  The  whole  rank  and  file 
of  traitors  from  Davis  down  to  Forreu  are 
voters,  made  so  by  the  magnanimity  ot  their 
country,  which  they  would  have  destroyed, 
and  the  liberality  of  their  former  slaves,  whom 
they  would  have  held  ia  perpetual  bcMidage. 
If  any  are  prevented  from  voting  it  is  not  by 
the  laws  of  the  States  or  of  the  United  States, 
but  by  frauds  upon  the  laws. 

It  is  said  thatfraudaare  perpetrated  in  regis- 
tration.    I  doubt  not  some  frauds  may  hart 
been  so  committed.    There  is  evidence  of  them 
in  several  States.     There  will  be  frauds  more 
or  less,   especially  in  times  of  revolution. 
Fraud  is  the  natural  resort  of  weakness  against 
violence,  but  periiaps  more  have  been  com- 
muted in  the  South  than  should  have  been 
expected.     I  do  not  deny  them,  nor  would  I 
palliate  them  nor  shield  their  aathors.  I  have 
done,  am  doing,  and  shall  do  my  utmost  to 
uncover,  expose^  and  punish  them  ;  but  it  is 
my  belief  that  it  all  the  frauds  that  have  been 
committed  in  the  South,  political  and  financial, 
from  the  beginning  of  reconstruction  to  ibis 
day,  were  rolled  into  one  mass  and  boiled  to 
the  bitterest  essence,  and  dropped  in  the  cap 
of  Tammany,  it  would  not  make  the  alightesi 
perceptible  difference  in  the  contents  of  that 
cup.     [liMighter.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  say  that 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  objecting  to 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  did  not  sup- 
pose this  resolution  would  sttrup  the  members 
m  this  House  to  such  a  party  pitch.  I  demand 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  tbe 
main  question  oraered ;  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resoludon  was 
adopted ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  (at 
five  o'clock  and  five  minutes  p.  m.,)  the  Honse 
adjourned. 

PXTITI0N8,  KTO. 

The  following  petitions,  ^.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 

GommittceH  * 

By  Mr.  BECK :  The  petition  of  Bnckner 
&  Bedford,  and  a  large  number  of  distillers  in 
the  sixth  and  seventh  Kentucky  districts,  pray- 
ing changes  in  the  mode  of  collecting  taxes  on 
distilled  spirits  and  tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  W»  A.  Gaines  &  Co., 
E.  H.  Taylor,  jr.,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
distillers  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  Kentucky 
districts,  praying  a  modification  of  the  law  im- 
posing taxes  on  whisky  and  tobacco. 

By  Mr.  BELL:  The  oetiiions  of  J.  W. 
Johnson  and  others,  of  Moody  Currier  and 
others,  and  of  Frederick  Smith  and  others^ 
citizens  of  New  Hampshire^  for  the  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  pavings  institutions. 

By  Mr.  BDFFINTON :  The  memorii^  of 
Joshua  Paine  and  157  others,  oitisens  of  Prov- 
incetown,  Massachusetts;  also,  the  memorial 
of  Simeon  Atwood  and  62  others,  citisens  of 
Wellfieet,  Massachusetts;  ahso,  the  memorial 
of  H.  F.  Atwood  and  46  others,  citizens  of 
Orleans,  Massachusetts;  also,  the  memorial  of 
Valentine  B.  Newcomb  and  60  others,  citisens 
of  Brewster,  Massachusetts ;  also,  the  memo- 
rial of  Erastus  Chase  and  27  others,  citizens 
of  Harwich,  Massachusetts ;  also',  the  memorial 
of  Philip  Smith  and  61  others,  citisens  of 
Eastham,  Massachusetts;  also,  the  memorial 
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By  Mr.  TWICHELL:  Thepetitioa  of  the 
Home  Savings  Bank  and  others,  Irastees  of 
savings  institutional  for  repeal  of  tax,  &c. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  Truss,  for  pen- 
sion. 

By  Mr.  VAUGHAN:  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Bankhead)  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  prayins 
compensation  for  use  of  residence  by  XJnited 
States  troops  from  1862  to  18G5. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Freel,  of  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  graying  compensation  for 
cotton  taken  by  United  States  troops. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Ellen  P.  Malloy,  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  prayine  compensation 
for  use  of  residence  by  Federal  troops  in  1865. 

By  Mr,  VOORHEES:  The  petition  of  Dr. 
C.  W.  McDaniel  and  75  others,  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  praying  the  establishment  of 
a  mail  route  between  Newbury  and  Marco,  in 
Greene  county,  in  said  State. 

By  Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of 
Hannah  E.  Currie,  praying  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  YOUNG:  The  peiitiop  of  Allen 
Gunter,  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  for 
pay  for  services  and  bounty. 


POST-ROUTB  BILLS   INTRODUOKD. 

The  following  were  introduced  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boads: 

By  Mr.  CROSSLAND :  A  bill  establishing 
post  routes  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  HANDLEY:  To  establish  cer- 
tain post  routes  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
namely : 

From  Ashland,  in  Clay  county,  via  Hilta- 
bee,  Millersville,  Pinkneyville,  Hackneyville, 
Caivp  Hill,  Bradford,  to  Rockford,  in  Coosa 
county. 

Also,  from  Lonina,  in  Randolph  county,  via 
Davidson,  Dndleyville,  to  Dadeville,  in  Talla- 
poosa county. 

Also,  from  Lonina,  in  Randolph  county,  via 
Wood's  Ferry  andMnllins,  to  Blake's  Ferry,  in 
Randolph  county. 

Also,  froin  High  Shoals,  in  Randolph  county, 
via  Roanoke,  WUf's,  Hiegin's,  Buffalo  Wal- 
low, to  Chambers  Court-Honse,  in  Chambers 
county. 

Also,  from  Rock  Mills,  via  Bacon  Level, 
Hickory  Fiat,  Wehadka,  to  Antioch,  in  Troup 
county,  Geor^a. 

Also,  from  Pin kneyville,  in  Clay  connty,  via 
,  to  Childersburg,  in  Talladega  county. 

Also,  from  Tuskegee*  in  Macon  county,  via 
Hooey  Cut,  ,  to  Union  Spriugs,  in  Bul- 

lock county. 

ALio,  frum  Society  Hillj  in  Macon  county, 
via ,  to  Huntsville,  in  Russell  county. 

Also,  from  Crowford,  in  Russell  county,  via 
Hime's,  Society  Hill,  to  Tuskegee,  in  Macon 
county,  Alabama. 

Also,  from  Wedowee.  in  Randolph  county, 
via  Jordan's,  Arbaooocnee,  to  Bell  s  Mills,  in 
Cleburne  county. 

Also,  from  l^lat  Bock,  in  Clay  county,  to 
Copper  Mines,  in  Clay  county. 

Also,  from  Bradford,  in  Coosa  county,  to 
Mount  Ohve,  in  Coosa  county. 

Also^  from  Coles  Station,  in  Macon  couAty, 
to  Tallassee,  in  Elmore  county. 

Also,  from  Wetumka,  in  Elmore  county,  to 
Robinson  Springs,  in  Elmore  county. 

By  Mr.  MERRITT:  A  biU  to  establish  a 
mail  route  from  Silver  City,  in  Ididio  Territory, 
to  Fairview,  in  said  Territory. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  mail  route  from 
Lewiston,  in  Idaho  Territory,  to  Spokane 
Bridge,  in  said  Territory. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBPBRRID. 

The  following  papers  were  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  House  and  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committee: 

By  Mr.  PERCE:  The  memorial  of  the  Col- 
lege of  William  and  Mary,  in  Virginia. 


IN  SENATE. 
TincsDAT,  January  28,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  T.  D.  Klinn,  of  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

H0U8B  BILL  R8FBKRBD* 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1183)  to  relieve  certoin 
citizens  of  Georgia  from  political  disabilities 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political 
Disabilities. 

PBTinON3  AND  MBMORIALS. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee,  praying  that  the  law 
approved  July  15, 1870,  be  so  amended  as  to 
allow  those  who  have  served  in  the  Army  and 
Navy  to  enter  land  without  the  requirement 
of  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  tnat  boun- 
ties may  be  equalized;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Gurden 
Chapin,  praying  relief  for  loss  sustained  by 
the  destruction  of  his  property  in  Virginia ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  M.  E. 
Dougherty  and  others,  first  lieutenants  of  the 
Army,  on  duty  as  commandants  of  remnant 
companies  at  recruiting  depots,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  law  increasing  their  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  to  those  of  captain,  6n 
account  of  tlieir  onerous  duties  and  large  re- 
sponsibility ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  gray- 
ing indemnity  for  French  spoliations  prior  to 
the  year  1801;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Bav,  and 
Nodaway,  Missouri,  praying  for  the  reduction 
of  the  tariff  to  a  revenue  basis,  and  the  imme- 
diate repeal  of  the  duties  on  salt,  coal,  and 
pig  iron ;  also,  a  petition  to  the  same  effect 
from  citizens  of  the  State  of  Arkansas ;  also, 
petitions  to  the  same  effect  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Gillespil,  Hays,  and  Caldwell,  Texas ; 
also,  petitioas  to  the  same  effect  from  Copiali 
county,  Mississippi ;  also,  petitions  to  the  same 
effect  from  the  county  of  Spalding,  Geor- 
gia; also,  petitions  to  the  same  effect  from  the 
county  of  Carteret,  North  Carolina ;  also,  peti- 
tions to  the  same  effect  from  the  county  of  Ker- 
shaw, South  Carolina;  also,  petitions  to  the 
same  effect  from  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
New  Jersey ;  also,  petitions  to  the  same  effect 
from  the  counties  of  Albanv  and  Orange,  New 
York ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Those  are 
all  covered  by  the  yellow  envelopes,  I  believe. 

Mr.  SUMnER.  I  have  some  of  the  same 
sort  in  yellow  covers,  which  attracted  the 
attention  of  my  friend  from  Vermont,  being 
petitions  from  Massachusetts,  from  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  and  one  from  the  county  of 
Franklin  ;  then  one  from  New  Hampshire,  the 
county  of  Hillsborough ;  also,  petitions  of  the 
same  sort  from  Maine,  the  counties  of  Cum- 
berland and  Penobscot.  I  move  their  refer- 
ence, yellow  covers  and  all,  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

>  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  the  petition 
of  the  Reform  League  of  New  Yark,  asking  for 
the  earl^  passage  of  the  iopplementary  civil 
rights  bill;  also,  a  petition  to  the  same  effect 
from  citizens  of  Florida ;  also,  a  petition  to 
the  same  effect  from  Denver,  with  two  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  names ;  also,  a  petition  to 
the  same  effect  from  Huntioj^don,  Pennsyl- 
vania. I  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    I  also  present  a  petition 


from  the  cemmittee  appointed  by  the  Repub- 
lican general  committee  of  the  District  <^ 
Columoia  to  represent  the  Republican  party 
of  this  District  in  advocacy  of  the  civil  righis 
amendment  to  the  amnesty  bill  now  before  the 
Senate,  in  which  they  *^  respectful ly  and  earn- 
estly pray  your  honorable  body  to  enact  into 
law  this  great  yet  simple  measure  of  justice, 
and  respectfully  urge  upon  your  consideration 
the  unmistakable  demand  of  the  great  masses 
of  the  RepubKcan  party  of  the  coantry  that 
equality  or  civil  rignta  to  loyal  citizens  should 
at  least  go  hand  in  band  with  amnesty  to  those 
who  inaugurated  rebellion  and  plong^ed  the 
nation  into  war.*'  They  annex  to  their  peti- 
tion a  series  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a  large 
meeting,  in  which  they  say : 

**  We  regard  with  distrust  the  spparoat  nefloet  in 
certain  <^uartert  to  place  the  Just  clmiDe  of  Utjzl, 
Uw-abidiDf .  and  outraged  people  io  tubordinatioB 
to  disloyal  or  nnrefleotiog  cJamora  for  the  remeral 
of  rebel  disabilities,  and  wo  repudiate  as  nnvonhj 
of  Americao  statesoianehip^  and  as  wantiiiff  in  the 
comm'^nest  elements  of  political  saaaeitj,  that  line 
of  policy  which  fawns  upon  foes  and  tramples  npoa 
friends." 

These,  sir,  are  the  sentiments  ef  the  Repub- 
licans of  the  District  of  Columbia  through  their 
committee.  I  move  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S  U  M  N  E  R.  I  also  present  another  pe- 
tition feigned  by  the  Republican  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  which  they  ask 
for  the  passage  of  the  supplementary  dvil 
rights  bill ;  but  beyond  that  they  set  forth  that 
they  are  suffenng  from  the  enormities  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  in  their  neighborhood,  that  they 
have  not  through  the  courts  sufficient  means 
of  justice,  and  they  ask  for  additional  legisla- 
tion by  Congress  for  their  protection.  Con- 
sidering the  importance  of  that  portion  of  their 
prayer,  and  that  it  naturally  belongs  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  I  move  the  ref- 
erence of  this  petition  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  received  a  ped- 
tion  signed  by  thousands  of  persons  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  the  counties  of  Marshall, 
Jo  Daviess,  Warren,  McLean,  Will,  Shelby, 
Saline,  Piatt,  and  White ;  and  also  petitions 
from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  and  Iowa,  all  of  them  praying  for 
the  reduction  of  the  tariff  to  a  revenue  stand- 
ard and  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  duties 
upon  coal,  salt,  and  pig  iron.  I  meve  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  I  commend  them  especially  to  the  attention 
of  my  friend  from  Vermont,  who  seema  to  be 
disturbed  by  these  thousand  of  petitiooera  that 
want  to  esublish  a  tariff  that  shall  protaet  all 
classes  of  industiTf  instead  of  taxing  one  (o 
build  up  monopolies  and  moneyed  interests 
in  behalf  of  another. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  have  entire 
respect  for  petitions  that  are  spontaneous, 
that  come  from  the  people,  bat  when  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  and  others  become  the  onao 
of  an  organization  gotten  up  in  New  York 
that  prints  petitions  and  sends  them  ont  at  its 
expense,  all  in  the  same  yellow-covered  litera- 
ture, 80  that  we  recognize  them  at  once  as  not 
being  spontaneous  petitions,  but  merely  a  re- 
sponse to  the  demands  of  a  Briliah  free-trsde 
league  in  the  city  of  New  York,  then,  sir,  I 
have  no  respect  at  all  for  such  petitions. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Oomniltee 
en  Finance. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  de- 
sires to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  as 
the  morning  hour  is  consumed  by  remarks  on 
petitions,  to  the  wording  of  the  twentyfonith 
rule,  which  states  that  all  petitions  **  shall  be 
referred,  of  course,  without  putting  a  question 
for  that  purpose,*'  which  aeems  to  imply  no 
debate  **  unless  the  reference  is  objected  to 
hj  a  Senator  at  the  time  such  petition,  memo- 
rial, or  other  paper  is  presented."  If  object- 
ed to,  they  are  then  liable,  of  course,  to  be 
debated. 
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PAPBR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFBRRED. 

On  moticm  of  Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut, 
it  WM 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  dis- 
obarf  ed  from  the  further  oonsideration  of  the  peti- 
tion and  other  papers  of  John  B.  Emerson,  and  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas, 

it  was 

Orderedt  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Caleb  H. 
Blood  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KELLOQO,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  George 
E.  Payne  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

PRINTING  07  A  DOCUMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOGAN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Inteiior.  commanicatiog.  in  oomnlianoe  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  Ine  10th  instant,  a  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  con- 
eerning  the  line  of  railway  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  river  to  the  city  of  Mobile,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreif^n  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1055)  to  regulate  the  salary 
of  the  consul  at  Tien-Tsin,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Ho  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  refemd  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1056)  author- 
izing the  survey  and  marking  of  the  boundary 
between  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and 
the  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of  the  Rooky 
mountains,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  243)  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  to  Congress 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
ninth  census,  to  report  it  back  to  the  Senate 
with  sundry  amendments ;  and  in  connection 
with  this  report,  there  are  some  tables  which 
I  am  instmcted  to  present  by  the  committee, 
and  ask  that  they  be  printed  in  connection 
with  the  bill.  I  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to 
proceed  at  a  very  early  day  to  the  consider- 
ation of  this  bill. 

Mr.  POME  ROY.     Make  it  a  special  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Legislatures  of  many 
of  the  States  are  now  in  session,  and  it  is  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  determined  how 
many  Representatives  are  to  be  apportioned 
to  the  respective  States,  that  they  may  take 
the  necessary  legislative  action.  I  understand 
that  in  several  Scates  of  the  Union  the  Legis- 
latures are  now  holding  over  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  what  the  action  of  Congress  will 
be  on  this  subject.  These  tables,  1  presume, 
will  be  printed  by  to-morrow,  and  I  hope  it 
will  meet  the  views  of  the  Senate  to  take  this 
bill  up  immediately  after  the  tables  are  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  so  that  it  will  understand 
the  principle  upon  which  the  committee  have 
recommen4ed  the  amendments  which  are  pro- 
posed. It  raa^  be  necessary,  when  we  have 
those  tables  before  ns,  to  make  a  statement  in 
regard  to  them. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Had  you  not  better  fix  a 
day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Just  give  noiice  of  your 
intention  to  take  itnp.     That  will  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  move  to  take  it 
up  at  the  earliest  moment  that  the  Senate  will 
consent  to  hear  it,  which  I  hope  will  be  at  an 
early  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  bill  will  be 

Srinted,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  tables, 
:c.,  and  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  In  connection  with  this 
same  subject  there  was  a  Senate  bill  before 
the  committee,  a  bill  (S.  No.  G8)  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  to  Congress 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
ninth  census,  which  I  now  report  back,  and 
move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Public 


Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
392)  to  set  apart  a  tract  of  land  lying  near 
the  headwaters  of  the  Yellowstone  as  a  pub- 
lic park,  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back 
without  amendment,  to  recommend  its  pas- 
sage, and  to  ask  that  it  have  the  present  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kansas  asks  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
for  the  present  consideration  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  him.  It  will  be  reported  in  full, 
subject  to  objection. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  biU. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported 
the  bill  with  an  amendment  in  line  nineteen 
to  strike  out  the  words  ''after  the  passage  of 
this  act,''  and  in  line  twenty,  after  the  word 
''  upon,''  to  insert  the  words  *' or  occupying  a 
part  of;"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read,  '*  and 
all  persons  who  shall  locate  or  settle  upon  or 
occupy  any  part  of  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall 
be  considered  as  trespassers  and  removed  there- 
from." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  this  bill? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  should  like  to  know 
from  somebody  having  charge  of  the  bill,  in 
the  first  place,  how  many  miles  square  are  to 
be  set  apart,  or  how  many  acres,  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  what  is  the  necessity  for  the  park 
belonging;  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  bill  originated  as 
the  result  of  the  exploration,  made  by  Pro- 
fessor Hay  den,  under  an  appropriation  of 
Congress  of  last  year.  With  a  party  he  ex- 
plored the  headwaters  of  the  Yellowstone  and 
found  it  to  be  a  great  natural  curiosity,  great 
geysers,  as  they  are  termed,  water-spouts,  and 
not  vprings,  and  having  platted  tne  ground 
himself,  and  having  given  me  the  dimensions 
of  it,  the  bill  was  drawn  up,  as  it  was  thought 
best  to  consecrate  and  set  apart  this  great 
place  of  na.tional  resort,  as  it  may  be  in  the 
future,  for  the  purposes  of  public  enjoyment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  How  many  square  miles 
are  there  in  it  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  substantially  forty 
miles  square.  It  is  north  and  south  forty-four 
miles,  and  east  and  west  forty  miles.  He  was 
careful  to  make  a  survey  so  as  to  include  all 
the  basin  where  the  Yellowstone  has  its  source. 

Mr.  CA.\IERON.  That  is  several  times 
lari^er  than  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  no 
arable  lands ;  no  agricultural  lands  there.  It 
U  the  highest  elevation  from  which  our  springs 
descend,  and  as  it  cannot  interfere  with  any 
settlement  for  legitimate  agricultural  purposes, 
it  was  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  set  apart 
early  for  this  purpose.  W  e  found  when  we  set 
apart  the  Yosemite  valley  that  there  were  one 
or  two  persons  who  had  made  claims  there, 
and  there  has  been  a  contest,  and  it  has  finally 
gone  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  whether 
persons  who  settle  on  nnsurveyed  lands  before 
the  Government  takes  possession  of  them  by 
any  special  act  of  Congress  have  rights  as 
against  the  Government.  Ihe  court  has  held 
that  settlers  on  unsurveyed  lands  have  no  rights 
as  against  the  Government.  The  Government 
can  make  an  appropriation  of  any  unsurveyed 
lands,  notwithstanding  settl^fs  may  be  upon 
them.  As  this  region  would  be  attractive  only 
on  account  of  preempting  a  hot  spring  or  some 
valuable  mineral,  it  was  thought  such  claims 
had  better  be  excluded  from  the  bill. 

There  are  several  Senators  whose  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  matter,  and  there  are 
photographs  of  the  valley  and  the  curiosities^ 
which  Senators  can  see.  The  only  object  or 
the  bill  is  to  take  early  possession  of  it  by  the 
United  States  and  set  it  apart,  so  that  it  can- 
not be  included  in  any  claim  or  occupied  by 
any  settlers. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  must 

state  that  the  Senate  have  not  yet  given  their 

I  consent  to  the  present  consideratiou  of  the  bUL 


The  Senator  from  Pennsylfania  desired  some 
explanation  in  regard  to  it.  IVocs  he  reserve 
the  right  to  object  ? 

Mr.  CAMERON.    I  make  no  objection. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     I  object 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  not  object  if  it  is 
not  going  to  lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  can  be  disposed  of  in 
a  minute. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  object  to  the  conddera- 
tion  of  this  bill  in  the  morning  hour.  I  am 
willing  to  take  it  np  when  we  can  attend  to  it, 
but  not  now. 

Mr.  THURMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(3.  No.  468)  to  regulate  criminal  practice  in 
the  Federal  courts,  reported  it  with  amend* 
ments. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  465)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  protection  to  be  given  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  may  discover  deposits 
of  guano,'*  approved  August  18, 1856,  reported 
adversely  thereon,  and  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  166)  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  protection 
to  be  given  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
may  discover  deposits  of  guano,"  approved 
August  18,  1866,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  OSBORN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  218)  to  create  an  additional  land  district 
in  Florida,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  429)  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  telegraph  lines,  and  to  seenre 
to  the  Government  the  use  of  the  same  for 
postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,*'  approved 
Joly  24, 1866,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  OSBORN.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (8.  No.  819)  to 
incorporate  the  Louisiana^  Arkansas,  and  New 
Mexico  Railroad  Company,  have  instmcted 
me  to  report  it  with  amendments,  and  with  m 
recommendation  that  it  pass.  The  bill  is 
intended  to  incorporate  a  railroad  company 
and  grant  the  right  of  way  to  constmct  a  rail* 
road  in  the  Indian  territory,  but  no  land-grant 
is  asked.  The  committee  only  considered  th« 
matter  of  the  incorporation  of  the  companj 
and  granting  the  right  of  way.  As  it  is  intended 
that  the  road  shall  enter  the  Indian  territory, 
it  is  quite  possible  sonte  question  may  arise  in 
connection  with  the  territorial  or  tribal  rights 
of  the  Indian  tribes.  I  move,  therefore,  that 
the  bill,  as  amended,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Indian  Afiairs  for  their  consider- 
ation. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DUPLICATE  CHKCKS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1061)  to  authorise  the 
payment  of  daplicate  checks  of  disbursing 
officers,  to  report  it  back  with  an  ameodmenL 
This  bill  is  very  strongly  pressed  noon  us  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  the  Paymaster 
General,  the'  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  Second  Comptroller,  Mr.  Brodhead, 
and  in  pursuance  of  their  very  argent  recom- 
mendations the  House  have  passed  this  bill. 
If  no  Senator  objects  to  it  i  should  Uke  to 
have  it  passed  now. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Theameadmentof  the  Committee  on  Finance 
was  read,  being  in  line  six  of  section  onei  after 
the  word  **  checks,"  to  insert  the  words  '*and 
within  three  years  from  sach  date}"  so  as  to 
read: 

That  in  plaoeof  oriffinal  oheoks,  when  lo«t.ttol€B« 
or  destroyed,  disbursing  officers  or  agents  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  herebpr  authorised,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  six  months  from  the  date  of  snoh  dieeks, 
and  within  three  yean  fromsush  date,  to  iisas  da^ 
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Mr.  COLE  aeked,  and  bj  nnaaimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  (8.  No. 
519)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  A.  Greene,  late 
captain  first  infantry  California  volanteers; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  tide,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimons  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8.  No.  620) 
for  the  relief  of  Bdwin  A.  Bigg)  late  lieutenant 
ccdonel  first  regiment  infantry  California  vol- 
unteers ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aftairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FENTON  asked,  and  by  nnanimons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
{S,  No.  521)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  sell  or 
lease  certain  swamp  or  low  lands  belonging  to 
the  Government,  lying  on  Niagara  river  and 
Lake  Erie ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  ana 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEEtOY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  522)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  Uniteu  States  containing  coal ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  titlC)  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
523)  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  **An  act 
making  a  grant  of  lands  in  alternate  sections 
to  aid  the  construction  and  extension  of  the 
Iron  Mountain  railroad  from  Pilot  Knob,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  to  Helena,  in  Arkansas,'' 
approved  July  4,  1866 ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lanos,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MB88AOB  7R0M  THB  H0U8R. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhbrson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills, 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1180)  to  extend  the  time 
for  filing  claims  for  additional  bounty,  under 
the  act  of  July  28,  1866 ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1182)  to  create  an  addi- 
tional land  district  in  the  State  of  Minnesota ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1185)  to  remove  disabil- 
ities firom  certain  citizens  of  South  Carolina 
therein  named ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1186)  in  relation  to  the 
embassy  from  Japan ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1187)  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  R.  Davis,  of  Richmond  county,  Georgia. 

POLITICAL  DI8ABILIT1BS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of  le|al 
and  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 

Sending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Robertson  to  postpone  the  bill  and  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1050) 
for  the  removal  of  legal  and  political  disabil- 
ities imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the  four- 
teenth article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  believe 
there  is  some  miiapprehension  in  the  country 
in  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  disabilities  now 
imposed  on  those  who  have  been  engaged  in 
the  rebellion.  So  far  as  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  are  concerned,  every 
man  who  was  engaged  in  the  rebellion  has  a 
right  to  vote.  Jefi'erson  Davis,  General  For- 
rest, and  General  Wade  Hampton  have  as 
much  right  to  vote  as  any  man  who  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Union  Army.  There  is  no  dis- 
ability arising  under  the  Constitntion  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  except  under  the  four- 
teenth amendment,  as  to  the  right  to  hold 
office;  and  it  is  now  propesed  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sawykb,]  who  has 
given  notice  of  his  motion,  to  strike  out  the 


exceptions  in  the  bill  before  tbe  Senate  and 
make  amnesty  universal. 

The  fourteenth  amendment  was  adopted  by 
Congress  in  1866,  and  presented  to  the  States 
for  their  ratification.  It  was  done  at  a  time 
when  it  was  understood  that  all  punishment 
had  passed  by,  that  nobody  would  be  punished 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  having 
taken  part  in  the  rebellion.  It  was  done  then 
as  the  only  and  the  last  means  of  fixing  a  stigma 
and  a  legal  disapprobation  npon  the  ringlead- 
ers and  the  authors  of  the  rebellion.  Those 
to  whom  the  fourteenth  amendment  was  made 
applicable  were  believed  to  be  the  authars  of 
the  rebellion^  men  who  had  gotten  it  up,  who 
had  brought  it  upon  the  country,  the  old  poli- 
ticians who  had  been  at  work  on  it  for  years, 
and  it  was  intended  to  make  them  ineligible  to 
hold  office.  All  prospect  of  their  punishment 
otherwise  had  passed  by,  and  all  that  was  left 
to  the  loyal  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
way  of  marking  their  disapprobation  of  the 
rebellion  was,  by  this  amendment,  to  render 
the  authors  of  it  ineligible  to  office.  It  was 
provided,  however,  in  the  concluding  part  of 
this  section  of  \he  amendment,  that  the  dis- 
ability ought  be  removed  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  each  House  of  Cpngress. 

I  believe  that  any  firoposition  to  grant  uni- 
versal amnesty  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  amendment,  if  not  of  its  letter.  As  was 
remarked  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Fkbunghuysen,]  the  other  day,  it  was 
not  intended  to  put  it  into  the  power  of  Con- 
gress absolutely  to  abrogate  that  section  of  the 
amendment,  but  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  relieve  the  disability  in  any  given  case 
where  it  might  be  thought  proper  to  do  so, 
where  the  merit  or  the  condition  of  the  appli- 
cant was>such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  favor  of 
Congress,  giving  it  the  power  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  in  that  case  to  relieve  the  disability.  But 
no  man  can  read  the  debates  which  occurred 
on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  without 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposition 
to  amnesty  by  classes  was  not  within  the  mean- 
ing and  intendment  of  Congress  at  the  time 
the  amendment  was  passed. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  is  amnesty?  It 
is  an  act  of  oblivion ;  it  is  a  proposition,  when 
we  consider  it  in  the  light  of  universal  amnesty, 
to  place  the  authors  of  the  rebellion  upon  a 
footing  with  the  loyal  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  authorize  them,  provided  they 
can  procnre  the  suffirages,  to  hold  the  high- 
est offices  in  the  Government.  I  have  always 
voted  amnesty  to  every  man  who  has  asked 
for  it  in  good  faith,  and  I  am  prepared  to  do 
so  now.  I  believe  I  have  refused  in  one  in- 
stance;  but  it  was  because  the  applicant  had, 
in  addition  to  being  a  confederate  soldier,  been 
aguerrilla.  I  believe  there  is  a  general  feeling 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  both  branches,  to 
grant  amnesty  to  every  man  who  will  ask  it  in 
good  faitlK  except  it  may  be  to  the  principal 
authors  of  the  rebellion,  the  chief  criminals. 

Mr.  President,  this  question  is  usually  con- 
sidered in  tne  light  of  expediency  on  one  hand 
or  in  the  light  of  feeling  or  hostility  on  the 
other.  I  propose  to  consider  it  from  a  higher 
plane,  entirely  above  the  domain  of  feeling  or 
expedience.  I  think  there  is  a  great  princi- 
ple involved  in  this  question,  which  Congress 
ought  to  consider — a  principle  of  consistency, 
a  principle  of  duty  to  the  Government,  and 
especially  a  principle  of  the  greatest  ymport- 
ance  to  posterity. 

The  principal  argument  in  favor  of  amnesty 
is  expediency.  Let  me  consider  that  fof  a 
moment  Why  is  it  expedient  to  grant  amnesty? 
It  is  said  that  it  will  conciliate  the  men  who 
have  been  engaged  in  rebellion:  So  far  as  the 
authors  of  the  rebellion  are  concerned,  you 
can  no  more  conciliate  them  t^an  yoo  can  con* 
ciliate  rattlesnakes  by  restoring  their  extracted 
fanes.  Those  men  have  been  cast  in  the  mold 
of  the  rebellion,  and  they  cannot  bend.  They 
must  go  down  into  history  as  they  have  lived, 
rebels.    They  must  die  as  they  have  lived. 


Whatever  dimity  history  may  give  to  their 
character,  will  depend  entirely  upon  their 
maintaining  their  consistency,  maintaining  th> 
character  of  rebels  until  they  shall  have  passed 
away.  This  may  not  be  the  case  with  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  Soath,  but  it  is 
certainly  true  oi  those  men  who  may  be  said 
to  be  the  authors  of  the  rebellion. 

And,  Mr.  President,  this  rebellion  did  not 
go  up  from  the  people.  It  was  not  the  work 
of  the  people.  It  came  down  from  the  poli- 
ticians to  tne  people.  It  was  not  forced  bf 
the  mass  of  the  people  upon  the  politicians, 
but  was  essentially  the  work  of  ^litic!ansand 
the  result  of  political  machinations  that  had 
been  carried  on  for  more  than  thirty  years; 
and  the  question  U  whether  the  men  who  had 
been  engaged  in  these  machinations,  and  who 
by  the  practice  of  arts  for  many  years  broa^t 
this  great  calamity  upon  Uie  nation,  shall  be 
amnestied  and  rendered  eligible  to  bold  the 
highest  office  in  the  Government. 

As  I  said  before,  you  cannot  conciliate  the 
authors  of  the  rebellion.  Now,  how  will  am- 
nesty to  the  authors  of  the  rebellion  conciliate 
the  masses  of  the  southern  peof^e?  It  will 
only  conciliate  them  by  being  a  concession 
that  they  were  in  the  right  and  that  we  were 
in  the  wrong.  This  is  the  way  in  which  it  will 
conciliate  them,  and  it  can  do  it  in  no  other 
way. 

As  I  remarked  before,  universal  amnesty 
removes  the  last  mark  of  legal  disapprobation 
of  this  rebellion.  It  is  a  declaration  to  pos- 
terity that  there  was  nothing  wron^  in  the 
rebellion,  that  it  involved  no  criminality,  that 
it  was  simply  an  honest  difference  of  opioioo 
between  parties  in  which  there  was  no  crioi- 
inalitj  on  either  side.  If  you  grant  amnestj 
to  the  authors  of  the  rebellion,  yon  cannot 
convince  the  children  twenty  years  hence  that 
there  was  anything  wrong  in  that  rebellion.  It 
will  be  regarded  as  a  mere  difference  between 
parties,  which  unfortunately  came  to  blows. 

The  question  now  is  whether  you  propose  to 
educate  the  children  of  this  country  and  those 
yet  unborn  in  this  opinion  of  tho  rebellion? 
Sir,  in  twenty  years  the  small  reasons  of  expe- 
diency which  are  now  urged  in  favor  of  gen- 
eral amnesty  will  be  forgotten,  and  all  that  will 
be  remembered  will  be  the  great  fact  ^at 
amnesty  was  awarded  to  the  authors  of  the 
rebellion,  and  some  of  them,  the  most  flagrant 
and  responsible  ef  all,  were  afterward  placed 
in  the  highest  positions  in  the  Government. 

It  was  remarked  yesterday  by  ray  friend  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sawyer]  that  tho  popu- 
larity of  these  men  had  passed  away,  and  that 
universal  amnesty  would  not  have  the  effect 
to  place  any  of  them  in  office.  I  bc^  leave  to 
say  to  him  and  to  the  country  that  f  believe 
he  is  entirely  mistaken.  I  can  name  haJf  a 
dozen  men,  more  responsible  for  the  rebellion 
perhaps  than  any  other  half  dozen  in  the  coon- 
try,  who  would  be  returned  to  Congress,  who 
would  be  made  Governors  of  States,  and  placed 
in  t/.e  highest  official  positions  just  as  soon  as 
the  opportunity  was  offered  to  the  people  of 
their  States  to  so  place  them  in  power. 

Sir,  suppose  such  men  as  Davis,  and  Breck- 
inridge, and  Toombs,  and  Stephens  were 
sent  to  this  Chamber,  what  a  spectacle  would 
be  presented  to  the  world!  I  ask- how  each 
and  all  of  us  who  have  denounced  the  rebel- 
lion in  unmeasured  terms  as  criminal,  as  tbe- 
worst  in  the  world*s  history,  as  carried  on  fbi 
the  worst  purposes,  upon  the  worst  motives 
as  having  been  carried  on  with  unmeasured 
cruelty  to  prisoners,  and  with  features  of  tmr- 
barity  almost  unparalleled  in  history — I  ask 
what  would  become  of  our  consistency  and 
position?  We  should  be  stultiffed  before  the 
world;  we  should  write  ourselves  down  as 
being  insincere  and  false,  or  else  as  having 
been  governed  simply  bv  passion  and  heat, 
and  as  having  spoken  dishonestly  and  nnjustlj 
bf  others. 

Mr.  President,  a  declaration  of  universal 
amnesty  is  a  declaration  to  the  world  that 
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that  the  D«mooratie  partj  will  not  oome  into 
power  daring  Ihts  generatioB*  I  believe  it 
would  be  the  greatest  national  calamity  that 
coold  happen.  I  belieTe  that  tbe  best  interests 
of  this  nation  and  of  civilization  opon  this  con- 
tinent  are  involved  in  the  continaed  snprem- 
acj  of  the  Republican  party,  at  least  for  a 
number  of  years.  Bat,  sir,  great  calamities 
have  happened ;  great  plagues  have  come  upon 
the  worUi ;  earthqaakes  have  rent  and  swal- 
lowed up  cities;  Chicago  has  been  burned; 
and  it  is  among  the  possibilities  that  the  Demo- 
cratic party  may  come  into  power. 

But  on  that  point  the  Democratic  party  does 
not  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment.  There  was  an  attempt  made  in 
the  North  last  snmmeri  what  was  called  *'the 
new  departare.**  Mr.  Yallandigham,  now 
dead  ana  gone,  attempted  to  bring  his  party 
in  the  Nortk  up  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
validity  of  the  fonrteentk  add  fifteenth  amend- 
ments and  of  the  validity  of  reconstruction. 
He  passed  away  and  with  him  passed  away  the 
''new  departure,'*  and  the  movement  that  he 
inaugurated  fell  dead  and  was  buried  with  him 
in  the  same  grave.  Sir,  if  the  Democratic 
party  came  into  power,  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  amendments  would  be  ignored ;  they 
would  be  treated  as  dead  letters,  as  having  no 
vitality ;  and  that  is  one  of  our  great  national 
dangers. 

I  did  not  intend  to  advert  to  that  matter  in 
this  speech,  but  the  Senator  has  brought  me 
to  it  and  I  will  do  so.  The  bulk  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  is  in  the  South ;  the  great  body 
of  it  is  in  the  South.  If  it  shall  come  into 
power,  it  will  be  by  carrying  all  of  the  south- 
em  States  with  a  few  of  the  northern  States. 
The  body  of  the  party  will  be  in  the  South, 
and  the  southern  wing  of  the  party  will  con- 
trol it  in  its  action  as  it  did  before  the  war ; 
and  as  the  South  are  almost  unanimously 
hostile  to  the  amendments  and  to  reconstruc- 
tion* they  would  control  the  party,  and  those 
amendments  would  be  treated  as  a  dead  letter. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  advert  to  a  few 
of  the  consequences  that  would  result  to  the 
nation  from  the  success  of  the  Democratic 
party.  As  I  said  before,  the  body  of  the  party 
18  in  tile  South  ;  the  feebleness  and  minority 
is  in  the  North,  and  the  South  would  control 
it.  Let  OS  suppose  that  there  is  a  majority 
of  Democratic  Representatives  in  the  other 
House,  and  the  question  comes  up  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  i^ensioa  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  loyal  soldiers  in  the  North,  would 
the  southern  Democracy  in  the  House  vote 
money  to  pension  the  soldiers  in  the  North, 
tbeir  widows  and  orphans,  while  their  own 
widows  and  orphans,  their  cripples,  are  left 
unprovided  for?  Mark  yon,  now,  they  are  in 
power ;  they  have  the  power  to  vote  money  or 
to  refuse  to  vote  money;  and  I  snbroit  the 
question  to  a  reasoning  and  inteUigent  country, 
whether  when  they  are  placed  in  power  they 
will  voluntarily  vote  money  to  pension  the 
soldiers  who  fought  them  and  who  conquered 
them,  while  their  own  cripples,  their  widows, 
and  orphans  are  left  unprovided  for?  I  tell 
you  they  never  will ;  and  I  tell  you,  sir,  that  if 
that  party  comes  into  power  one  of  the  first 
measures  will  be  either  to  put  the  rebel  sol- 
diers upon  an  equality  with  the  soldiers  of  the 
EepubliOf  or  to  vote  no  pensions  at  all*  Can 
any  intelligent  person  doubt  that  proposition? 

Again,  it'  the  JDemocraiic  party  have  a  major- 
ity in  the  other  House,  controlled  as  th«y  will 
be  by  the  South,  I  ask  you  if  they  will  vote 
money  to  pay  the  interest  on  your  debt,  unless 
some  provision  is  made  for  theirs?  Will  they 
voluntarily  tax  themselves  to  pay  the  interest 
on  that  debt  which  was  created  for  their  sub- 
jugation, while  they  are  left  in  poverty?  They 
invested  their  money  in  confederate  stocks  and 
bonds;  they  lost  everything;  they  lost  their 
slaves ;  and  the  question  I  am  now  propound- 
ing is,  when  they  shall  come  into  power,  and 
have  the  power  to  vote  money  or  not  to  vote 
it,  will  they  voluntarily  tax  themselves  to  pay 


the  interest  on  our  debt,  while  theirs  is  unpro- 
vided for,  and  tkey  have  lost  tbeir  slaves?  I 
tell  you,  sir,  they  will  never  do  it,  and  those 
interested  in  our  national  debt  and  those 
interested  in  our  national  honor  must  under- 
stand that  the  Democratic  party,  made  up  as 
it  will  be,  two  thirds  in  the  8k>uth  and  one 
third  in  the  North,  and  that  one  third  submis- 
sive to  the  other  two  thirds,  will  never  vote  to 
pay  the  interest  on  your  debt  except  upon  ihe 
condition  of  paying  for  their  slaves  or  of  con- 
solidating the  rebel  debt  with  ours,  making  it 
all  one;  and  they  will  nefverpaya  dollar  to  the 
one-legged  and  one-anned  soldier  of  the  North 
or  to  tke  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
fell^  except  upon  the  condition  that  you  pot 
theirs  upon  the  same  level. 

Mr.  President,  to  me  universal  amnesty 
seems  like  sickly  sentimentalism ;  it  is  mag- 
nanimity slopping  over ;  it  is  spurious  gener- 
osity, oblivious  alike  of  justice,  of  principle, 
and  of  posterity.  Let  us  have  a  little  healthy 
public  sentiment.  Let  us  have  something  that 
this  nation  can  live  by.  Let  us  teach  alesson 
in  history  that  we  are  willing  our  children 
shall  be  governed  by.  Let  us  not  say  to  future 
generations  that  those  who  sought  to  destroy 
the  best  Government  in  the  wond,  who  sought 
to  build  a  new  government  whose  foundation- 
stone  shonld  be  human  slavery,  who  were 
guihy  of  inhumanity,  and  who  practiced  a  bar- 
barism that  belonged  to  times  long  gone  by — 
let  us  not  say  to  future  generations  that  these 
men  did  no  wrong,  that  they  were  worthy  of 
all  acceptation,  and  of  again  being  returned 
to  the  highest  positions  in  the  Government. 

I  have  heara  it  said  that  because  Jeff.  Davis 
was  not  bung  he  ought  to  be  amnestied.  The 
logic  is  that  because  he  was  not  hung  he 
shouki  be  restored  to  office,  and  Congress 
should  make  haste  to  concede  that  he  had 
done  no  wrong.  Sir,  the  greatest  blunder  that 
this  nation  ever  committeo,  was  in  not  pun- 
ishing the  ringleaders  and  the  authors  ot  the 
rebellion.  It  is  now  past  repair.  Why  was 
Jeff.  Davis  not  tried?  Has  the  world  ever 
been  informed  of  the  reason?  After  he,  the 
arch-rebel,  had  been  held  in  prison,  and  after 
he  was  indicted^  why  was  he  never  put  upon 
trial?  Why,  sir,  in  discharging  Jeff.  Davis 
the  Government  conceded  that  ne  had  com- 
mitted no  cringe  for  which  he  could  be  held 
responsible  by  the  laws  of  this  na^on.  That 
is  the  lesson  of  history  that  has  gone  out  by 
the  discharge  of  Davis  without  trial.  The 
man  who  heard  the  dying  groans  of  the  starv- 
ing and  tortured  prisoners  in  Belle  hde,  and 
Libby,  and  Anderson ville,  and  other  prison 
pens,  and  who  smiled  his  approval  when  he 
oeard  those  groans,  the  man  who  had  done 
more  than  any  other  man  living  to  bring  the 
rebellion  on,  to  continue  it,  and  to  hold  out  to 
the  last— that  man  was  set  free,  discharged 
from  arresti  the  Government  thereby  confess- 
ing that  ha  had  been  guilty  of  no  crime  for 
which  he  could  be  punished. 

But  when  it  became  apparent  that  no  one 
would  be  puni^ed,  Congress  came  forward 
and  passed  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  it 
was  ratified  by  the  States.  Congress  thereby 
intended  to  say,  and  the  whole  world  so  under 
stood  it,  **  Although  it  has  turned  out  that  we 
cannot  punish  these  men,  yet  we  intend  to 
signify  our  disapprobation  of  the  rebellion ; 
we  intend  to  mark  its  criminality,  by  putting 
in  -the  Constitution  a  provision  that  will  for- 
ever prevent  these  men  ft>om  holding  office ; 
they  may  vote ;  they  may  come  forward  and 
contribute  to  the  election  of  Presidents  and 
others;  they  may  exercise  every  right  that 
every  loyal  man  can,  but  they  shall  be  excluded 
from  the  single  privilege  of  "holding  office.*' 
We  intended  that  as  the  last  means  of  signify- 
ing our  view  of  the  criminality  of  that  rebel- 
lion ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  that  that  shall 
be  obliterated ;  that  tnese  men  shall  be  invited 
back  as  if  they  had  done  nothing  wrong ;  as  if 
it  were  a  mere  mistake  upon  their  part;  and 
so  the  children  of  the  South  are  being  taught. 


and  they  are  being  taaght  in  accordsnee  vitk 
the  action  of  the  Government  of  tbe  United 
States.  If  we  shall  grant  universal  annestj,  I 
ask  if  the  southern  people  will  not  have  t  rifbt 
to  say,  **  Hypocrites  all,  you  have  now  con- 
fessed, by  again  placing  the  very  authors  of  tbe 
rebellion  in  power,  that  all  you  said  aboot  tbe 
criminality  of  the  rebellion  was  aiie,  snd  job 
are  now  proposing  to  make  it  up  with  as  by 
inviting  them  to  return  and  beooiDe  the  Itw- 
Btakers  of  this  nation  ?'' 

Mr.  President,  I  bad  intended  to  ssy  sone- 
thing  about  tbe  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner.]  ld^ 
sire  to  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  that  smeod- 
ment  I  agree  with  bim — justice  before  gen- 
erosity, justice  before  spurious  nagntnimity. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman]  ha 
night  made  an  argument  that  Congress  hsd  not 
the  power  to  pass  that  bill,  but  I  obserredone 
thing  on  the  part  of  my  distinguished  friend: 
he  did  not  say  that  the  privileges  aad  immani- 
ties  intended  to  be  protected  by  that  bill  did 
not  belong  to  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes, 
but  he  insisted  that  Congress  had  not  tbi 
power  to  enforce  them,  and  that  ConjptEs 
could  not  inter  fere  except  noon  the  conditioQ 
that  the  States  first  attempted  by  legishaioo,or 
by  the  enforcement  of  some  principle  of  tbe 
common  law,  to  deny  to  any  person  the  exe^ 
cise  and  enjoyment  of  those  pririleges  or 
immunities. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Seostorsllov 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MORTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  He  may  hive  been  mia- 
led  by  the  want  of  some  care  in  my  Uognsfef 
speaking  as  I  did  very  uaezpectedlj  and  sbo 
very  hurriedly  last  night,  and  I  iofer  from 
what  he  has  just  said  ihat  he  has  been.   My 

Eosition  is  not  that  Congress  may  not  pass  in; 
iw  upon  the  subiect  of  privileges  or  imnoni- 
ties  until  a  State  has  passed  some  Lair  denying 
them,  or  until  a  State  has  failed  to  enforce 
them ;  but  what  I  contended  was,  that  tbe 
power  of  this  Government  cannot  interfere  tt 
all  to  overcome  any  such  law  of  a  State,  or  to 
overcome  any  such  failure  to  prelect  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  a  citizen,  no  matter 
when  the  actof  Congress  may  have  been  passed, 
until  that  denial  or  abridgment- of  them  by 
the  State  shall  have  Uken  place.  The  du- 
tinctioB  is  important.  My  view  of  it  is  tnit 
although  Conaress  majr  pass  a  iawinsoticios- 
tion,  yet  that  law  remains  wholly  suspended  is 
its  operation  until  the  case  provided  forin  tb^ 
Constitution  shall  happen.  Until  then,  there 
is  nothing  fi>r  the  law  to  operate  upon. 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  think  I  did  not  misan- 
derstand  the  distinguished  Senator.    I  nnder- 
stood  him  as  saying  what  he  has  jast now  said, 
but  be  has  not  now  said  that  the  privileges  sod 
immunities  intended  to  be  protected  by  ihts 
amendment  of  the  Senator  froiti  Massschnse^s 
do  not  belong  to  citiseus  of  tbe  United  8t«te« 
as  snch.    I  take  him  as  confessing  that  thej 
are  privileges  and  immuniiiea  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  SUtes  as  such.    Wfles 
he  admito  that,  his  whole  aigunieDt  is  gone. 
If  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  con- 
fers a  right,  the  enforcement  or  protectjon  oi 
that  right  belongs  to  the  Government  of  w 
UnitedStates.     Will  that  position's  deniedT 
The  Senator  will  not  deny  that  wherever  there 
is  a  right,  a  privilege,  or  an  immunity  tow 
flows  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitw 
States,  it  is  within  the  province  o(  the  W' 
emmentof  the  United  States  to  protect  iw 
eiyoymentof  ihatrigbt    If  the  thingsiojenow 
to  be  secured  by  this  bill  flow  from  l/n'«^ 
States  citizenship,  if  a  man  has  them  becsose 
he  is  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  Stotes,  from  u>»^ 
fact  and  from  Ihat  principle  of  lew,  Mi«n  « 
follows  that  the  protection  of  those  P^^'^^,^ 
belongs  to  tbe  Goverameoi  of  t)i«.^°jr^° 
States.    The  conclusioti  cannot  be  resisted  lo 
a  moment.     If  the  right  of  a  man  lo  ^'^'''uj! 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  traveling  . 
longs  to  him  because  he  is  a  citisen  ^'  ^ 
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Indiana ;  it  maj  do  very  well  before  an  ignor- 
ant aadience  who  do  not  know  or  have  not 
ability  enoagh  to  comprehend  what  is  reason- 
able and  what  is  not,  and  who  are  accustomed 
to  take  the  assertions  of  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  land,  as  sacred 
and  as  truthful  as  Holy  Writ ;  but  with  men 
accustomed  to  reflect  and  dealing  fairly  with  a 
subject,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say — and  I  speak 
without  disrespect  to  the  Senator — that  all  the 
apprehensions  he  has  expressed  are  simply 
preposterous — nay,  more,  simpljr  ridiculous. 

So  much  for  that,  Mr.  President.  But  I 
must  confess  that  I  am  again  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend the  course  of  the  Senator.  My  Radi- 
cal friends,  I  begin  to  think,  will  have  to  go 
into  a  new  election  of  what  in  tha  German 
infantry  is  called  a  foslemau,  some  one  to 
take  the  lead  and  show  now  the  thing  is  to  be 
done.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  spunks  here 
this  morning  the  key-note  of  the  campaign, 
bat  lo !  and  behold  that  key-  note  isy  in  effect,  a 
denunciation  of  the  President  and  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  which  substantially  recom- 
mends this  very  bill. 

Here  is  the  President  saying  that  the  time 
for  amnesty  has  come.  The  President  said 
in  1868  **Letu8  have  peace,''  but  we  found  no 

Eeace.  There  were  some  of  us  who  thought 
e  has  not  lived  up  to  that  declaration.  He 
was  inaugurated  in  March  1869,  and  1869 
passed  away,  and  if  we  credit  Hadical  state- 
ments we  had  no  peace.  And  certainly  we 
saw  very  little  on  the  part  of  the  President 
that  tended  to  promote  an  era  of  peace  and 
good  will.  The  year  1870  passed  by  without 
any  act  or  recommendation  of  the  President 
to  encourage  the  hope  that  we  were  at  last  to 
have  peace.  Then  came  1871 ;  and  finally,  at 
the  close  of  that  year  in  his  annual  message 
to  Congress,  for  the  first  time  we  have  some- 
thing practical  in  the  way  of  ^^Let  us  have 
peace.  '  It  was  contained  in  the  President's 
recommendation  to  pass  the  amnesty  bilL  It 
informed  us  that  at  last  the%time  had  come, 
and  although  I  think  some  of  the  reasons  that 
he  gave  for  his  recommendation  are  not  exactly 
of  the  soundest  and  are  not  a  little  ungracious, 
I  will  **not  look  a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth.*' 
He  recommended  amnesty.  He  said  the  time 
bad  come  to  **Liet  us  have  peace."  And  now 
the  leader  of  the  Radical  party  in  the  Sen- 
ate arraigns  the  President's  recommendation 
and  says,  in  effect,  that  it  is  a  recommend- 
ation of  inhumanity  to  generations  to  come, 
and  not  only  that,  but  of  immorality  also; 
that  it  is  a  recommendation  that  is  to  teach 
the  South  and  the  children  of  the  South,  nay, 
the  children  of  all  this  country,  in  all  time  to 
come,  that  treason  is  no  crime,  and  that  the 
southern  rebels  were  in  the  right  and  we  were 
in  the  wrong.  Without  naming  the  President, 
that  is  the  effect  of  the  speech  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana. 

Sir*  I  am  at  a  loss  lo  understand  this  Ad- 
ministration and  its  supporters.  The  Presi- 
dent recommends  amnesty,  and  the  leader  of 
the  party  in  the  Senate  denounces  it  in  the 
most  eloquent  terms  that  his  fertile  brain  and 
inventive  genius  can  suggest.  The  President 
recommends  civil  service  reform,  and  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
CAaPEVTBR}  pours  out  upon  it  all  the  vials 
of  his  wrath  and  the  wonderful  scintillations 
of  his  wit,  and  all  around  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber we  find  that  civil  service  reform,  thongh 
recommended  by  the  President  and  inaugu- 
rated by  him,  gets  the  cold  shoulder  from  those 
who  are  iookd  upon  as  his  most  particular 
supporters  and  friends.  I  do  not  understand 
this  Administration.  If  I  were  an  unchari- 
table man,  I  should  say  that  here  was  what  in 
common  parlance  is  called  throwing  a  tub  to 
the  whale ;  that  it  is  a  promise  held  out  to  the 
ear  to  be  disappointed  in  the  fulfillment ;  that 
when  the  President  says  ^*  Let  us  have  civil 
service  reform,"  there  is  a  mental  reservation 
that  civil  service  reform  shall  be  killed  in  Con- 
gress; that  when  he  says  '^iiCt  us  have  am- 


nesty," there  is  a  mental  reservation  that  lead- 
ing Radicals  in  the  Senate  shall  kill  amnesty 
stone  dead. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  charge  any 
such  false  dealing  upon  the  President;  I 
charge  no  such  hypocrisy  upon  him ;  and  yet 
it  does  look  wonaerfuUy  strange  that  nearly 
every  important  recommendation  he  makes 
is  ignor^  by  his  friends  in  this  Chamber^ 
and  the  knife  put  to  its  throat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  the  life-blood  from  it. 

So  much,  sir,  for  that.  Now,  let  us  have 
a  word  or  two  upon  the  Constitutiou,  for  my 
friend  from  Indiana  has  considered  that  the 
Constitution  must  be  looked  into  a  little.  He 
lays  down  this  broad  proposition,  that  what- 
ever rights  are  conferred  upon  citieens  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Federal  Constitution  are 
taken  under  the  protection  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  may  be  enforced  by  Con- 
gress by  appropriate  legislation.  I  might 
grant  that  proposition,  and  it  would  not  touch 
the  question  before  us ;  for  there  would  still 
remain  to  be  considered  whether  the  rights 
of  the  citizen  are  conferred  by  the  Federal 
Constitution.    That  is  the  first  question. 

Then,  secondly,  if  ri£[hts,  &c,  are  so  con- 
ferred, are  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities 
assumed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
in  his  amendment  among  them  ?  If  either  of 
these  questions  be  answered  in  the  negative, 
then  the  Senator's  proposition  has  no  appli- 
cation. Thirdly,  comes  the  question,  assuming 
that  we  bave  power  to  enforce  or  secure  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  conferred  or  guar- 
antied by  the  Consututioui  in  what  manner 
are  we  authorised  to  enforce  or  secure  them ; 
quo  modo  can  we  enforce  or  secure  them? 
And  if  it  is  found  that  you  cannot  constitution- 
ally enforce  or  secure  them  in  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  ihat 
IS  a  conclusive  aaswer  to  his  amendment.  If 
there  is  some  other  mode  in  which  you  can 
enforce  them  according  to  the  Constitution, 
that  other  mode  is  the  proper  mode.  Thai  is 
the  **  appropriate  legislation  "  which  it  is  pro- 
vided that  Congress  maf  adopt. 

But,  says  the  Senator,  these  are  questions 
not  left  to  the  courts,  because  it  is  provided  in 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  in  the  last  clause 
of  it,  that  '*  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
enforce  by  appropriate  legislation  the  provis- 
ions of  this  article."  Need  the  Seuator  from 
Indiana  be  told  that  Con|(res3  would  have  pre- 
ciselv  the  same  power  if  that  section  were 
stricken  out ;  that  that  section  is  no  broader 
at  all  than  the  section  of  the  original  Consti- 
tution which  gave  to  Congress  the  power  to 
enact  all  legislation  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  powers  conferred  upon  any  department 
of  the  Qovernment  by  it? 

This  very  language,  **  appropriate  legisla- 
tion," is  taken  from  an  opinion  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall  in  the  case  of  McCuUoch  rx. 
Maryland,  if  my  memory  is  right,  in  which  he 
makes  the  terms  **  necessary  legislation"  and 
**  appropriate  legislation"  synonymous  and 
convertible  terms.  So  that  this  language, 
*^  Congress  shall  have  power  by  appropriate 
legislation  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this 
article,"  is  nothing  more  than  the  implied 
power  which  Congress  would  have  if  the  sec- 
tion were  stricken  out  of  the  article  altogether ; 
nothing  more  than  Congress  had  under  the  old 
provision  authorizing  it  to  enact  all  legislation 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  power  conferred 
upon  the  Government  or  upon* any  depart- 
ment thereof.  That  is  all.  It  is  not  a  sub- 
stantive grant  of  power ;  it  is  simply  putting 
into  the  form  of  an  express  power  that  which 
would  have  been  an  implied  power  were  this 
provision  not  in  the  Constitution  at  all.  Does 
that  take  the  question  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  courts?  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  What, 
then,  is  ** appropriate  legislation?"  I  will 
tell  you  what  is  aj[>propriate  legislation.  The 
Constitution  cot^siats  of  severiS  categories  or 
classes,  so  to  speak.    One  is  a  grant  of  powers 


to  the  Federal  Qovernment;  another  dan  ii 
a  prohibition  against  the  exercise  of  poven 
bv  the  Federal  Government;  and  the  tkH 
class  is  a  prohibition  upon  the  exercise  of  ce^ 
tain  powers  by  the  States.  This  is  theCofutti 
totion  of  the  United  States:  affirmaiivelj,  & 
grant  of  power ;  negatively,  a  prohibitioo  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Governiaeiit; 
and  secondly,  a  prohibition  against  the  sxer- 
cise  of  power  by  the  State  governments.  The 
fourteenth  amendment  in  the  main  iseoofioed 
to  this  latter  category  or  class.  It  prokibiti 
the  States  from  exercising  certain  powertf  and 
the  remedy  is  precisely  the  same  if  s  State 
shall  violate  that  provision  of  the  ConstitaUos 
that  it  would  be  if  it  were  to  violateioiie  of 
the  provisions  in  the   original  Consiititiot. 

What  says  the  original  Constitution?  *'No 
State  shall  coin  money."  Suppose  s  Stste 
does  coin  money,  how  do  you  get  st  tkit? 
You  get  at  that  under  your  law  in  tbii  vsf : 
that  the  act  of  legislation  which  anihorised  tie 
coinage  is  declared  by  yonr  Federal  eourts,  to 
which  the  question  can  be  t&en.  to  be  s  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stttei 
and  void.  So  with  any  other  prohibition.  Here 
the  fourteenth  amendment  declares,  sod  it  ii 
unneoessary  to  read  any  more  of  it  perhipt 
than  that  vthich  bears  on  this  bill:  **  No  State 
shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  which  lijiJl 
abridge  the  privileges  ar  immunities  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States."  That  operates 
directly  on  the  State.  It  cannot  be  deoied 
that  that  operates  directly  on  the  Stats  as  a 
political  entity,  because  it  cannot  bo  conteiuied 
ior  a  moment  that  a  manager  of  a  theater 
can  make  a  law  of  the  State,  and  yet  this  bill 
is  leveled  at  him  ;  that  an  inn  keeper  can  nake 
a  law  of  the  State,  and  yet  this  bill  is  leveled 
at  him  ;  that  a  railroad  oompany  can  make  tbe 
law  of  the  State,  and  yet  this  bill  is  leveled  at 
it.  No,  sir,  tbe  law  of  the  State  can  he  made 
only  by  the  legislative  power  of  the  State, 
its  General  Assembly. 

When,  tberefore,  this  Constitution  sajs  tbt 
no  State  shall  make  a  law  abrid^o^the  priri- 
l^es  or  immunities  of  a  citisben,  it  is  the  same 
as  if  it  had  said  that  no  Legislature  of  an; 
State  sball  pass  any  such  law,  for  that  is  ibe 
only  way  in  which  the  State  can  make  a  lav. 
But  it  would  have  been,  perhaps,  a  lame  in- 
strument if  that  were  all^nd  hence  it  sajs  no 
State  shall  enforce  any  law  which  abridges  tbe 
privileges  or  immunities  of  a  citizen  of  tbe 
U nited  States.  Why  is  that  word  ' '  enforced  " 
put  in  there?  It  was  put  in  for  a  twofold 
reason :  first,  because  there  were  already  on 
the  statute  books  of  some  of  the  States  euaet- 
ments  that  did  discriminate  between  diflereot 
cUsses  of  citizens :  that  is,  between  those  vbo 
were  made  citizens  by  ihisameDdmentaodtbMe 
who  were  formerly  citizens.  For  instance,  is 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  at  the  time  this  amend- 
ment was  pass<id,  a  negro  man  could  not  tesufj 
against  a  whitjs  man ;  ai;d  I  am  told  that  tbe 
State  law  on  that  subject  bus  not  been  repealed 
yet.  Very  well ;  here,  then .  comes  in  this  con- 
atiiutional  provision  that  Kentaeky  sball  sot 
enforce  thai  law.  It  was  because  ot  tbese 
statutes  that  were  upon  the  statute-boob  of 
some  of  the  States,  already  msde,  not  to  be 
made,  that  this  provision  was  put  in  that  tbe 
States  shall  not  enforce  any  law  which  make* 
any  such  discrimination.  But  I  am  williog  to 
go  further  than  that,  and  say  that  a  State  sball 
not  enforce  a  common-law  principle  <K  A  *^ 
State  which  makes  a  discrimmation  forbidden 
by  this  Constitution,  and  that  if  the  Sute, 
through  iU  highest  authority  entitled  to  en- 
force that  law,  does  enforce  it,  and  if  it  makes 
a  discrimination  repugnant  to  the  Constimtion 
of  the  United  States,  then  that  matter  sball  be 
reviewed  and  justice  done,  and  tbe  Goosiita* 
tion  vindicated.  But  how  can  that  be?  nov 
can  such  a  case  happen?  It  can  onlj  happ^o 
when  the  highest  judicial  power  in  tbe  Suts 
has  determined  to  enforce  such  a  law  repsT 
nant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sta^ 
That  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  enforced. 
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Senators  from  the  smallest  State  of  this  Union ; 
nay,  1  will  take  the  Senators  from  Nevada 
into  my  embrace,  although  their  whole  State 
does  not  contain  as  many  people  as  the  little 
city  in  which  I  live ;  I  will  take  them  and  wel- 
come them  here  as  long  as  you  leave  to  the 
State  governments  that  power  which  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  Constitution  intended  they  should 
have,  and  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  essential 
to  the  very  existence  of  free  institutions  at  all. 
But  if  you  will  strike  down  that  power,  if  you 
will  abolish  local  legislation,  if  vou  will  anni- 
hilate the  States,  if  you  will  roaKe  them  mere 
departments  of  a  centralised  Government,  if 
you  will  make  them  the  mere  counties  of  a 
great  State,  then  I  say  to  Senators  the  time  will 
come  .when  that  inequality  in  the  Senate  will 
not  be  submitted  to  longer.  1  do  not  want  to 
see  it  I  want  to  see  no  such  question  raised. 
I  want  to  see  the  Constitution  administered 
in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  framed.  I  want 
the  Qeneral  Government  sufficiently  strong 
to  protect  OS  against  all  foreign  aggression. 
I  want  it  to  be  sufficiently  strong  to  protect  us 
in  the  enjovment  of  peace  in  this  country  so 
far  as  that  function  is  devolved  upon  it  by  the 
Constitution.  I  want  to  believe  that,  with  all 
its  blessings,  it  will  endure  for  all  time  to  come, 
if  anything  of  earthly  institution  can  so  long 
endure.  But  I  do  firmly  believe  that  it  is 
precisely  the  institution  of  State  governments, 
It  is  precisely  the  allotment  of  loeal  legislation 
to  a  local  power,  which  enables  this  Uepublic 
to  sprmMl  Itself  irom  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from 
the  arctic  zone  down  to  the  torrid.  Strike  that 
out  of  it,  strike  its  local  self-government  out  of 
the  system,  and  it  will  go  the  way  that  all  con- 
solidated centralized  Governments  have  gone 
in  all  time  past:  first  a  despotism  unendurable, 
and  next  a  rending  into  fragments  more 
numerous  £ir  than  the  States  of  this  Union 
now  are. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  pardon  of  the  Senate 
for  having  occupied  so  much  time,  and  mont 
unexpectedhr,  this  morning.  These  are  my 
views,  and  I  could  not  help  expressing  them. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  a  few  minutes  in 
reply.  This  speech  that  we  have  heard  about 
the  State  governments  being  swallowed  up, 
about  the  General  Government  absorbing  all 
power,  and  about  the  despotism  that  is  to  come, 
has  been  frequently  hesrd  in  the  swamps  or 
Indiana  to  which  my  friend  referred,  it  is  the 
same  old  Democratic  speech  with  which  the 
people  are  perfectly  familiar  in  the  swamps  of 
Indiana  and  everywhere  else.  The  Senator 
talks  about  State  rights,  but  he  expressed  his 
whole  philosophy  in  a  phrase  that  dropped 
from  him  just  before  he  concluded,  *'  the  ori- 

§inal  sovereignty  of  the  States.''  I  tell  the 
enator  that  as  long  as  that  doctrine  is  urged 
upon  this  country,  there  will  be  those  who 
believe  in  the  right  of  secession.  I  believe  in 
State  rights,  i  hold  that  th^e  are  State  rights 
that  are  sacred  and  unapproachable.  They 
are  conferred  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  are  safest  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  nation,  and  the  States  have  them 
because  the  Constitution  has  so  declared,  and 
not  because  of  any  original  sovereignty.  My 
State  is  the  oflbpring  of  the  Republic ;  she 
was  carved  out  of  territory  that  belonged  to 
the  nation ;  she  was  born  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress ;  ^e  never  had  an v  original  sovereign tv, 
and  but  for  that  act  of  Congress  she  would 
to-day  be  but  a  Territory.  And  yet  the  Senator 
talks  about  the  original  sovereignty  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  These  States  have  rights  because 
the  Constitution  gave  them  to  them ;  the  States 
and  the  General  Government  both  have  rights; 
they  both  derive  them  from  the  same  fountain, 
and  one  class  of  rights  is  just  as  sacred  as  the 
other;  but  just  as  long  as  this  old  doctrine  of 
State  sovereignty  is  urged  upon  the  nation 
there  is  no  security  acainst  future  rebellions. 
The  Senator  says  that  it  is  absurd  to  talk 
about  the  assumption  of  the  rebel  debt,  or 
pay  for  their  slaves,  or  pennoning  the  rebel 


soldiers;  and  he  refers  me  to  the  fourteenth 
amendment.  Does  it  not  present  a  strange 
spectacle  to  the  Senate  that  the  Senator  at- 
tempts to  answer  my  argument  by  referring  me 
to  the  fourteenth  amendment,  when  the  great 
body  of  his  party  to-day — he  has  not  denied 
it,  and  be  will  not  deny  it — are  planted  upon 
the  ground  that  the  fourteenth  and  fifceeuth 
amendments  were  ratified  bv  fraud  and  duress, 
and  are  not  binding  upon  the  nation?  There 
is  where  his  party  stand ;  and  yet  he  refers  me 
to  the  fourteenth  amendment  as  an  answer  to 
my  argument!  My  argument  is  that  when  that 
party  come  into  power,  if  they  ever  should, 
they  will  disregard  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
amendments.  They  will,  if  they  are  consist- 
ent with  themselves.  Why,  Mr.  President,  did 
they  not  go  to  the  country  in  1868  upon  the 
invalidity  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and 
in  1870?  And  where  is  there  a  Democratic 
State  Legislature  that  has  not  so  resolved  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Allow  me  to  remiud  the 
Senator  that  the  fourteenth  amendment  was 
not  adopted  in  1868,  wheu  the  Democratic 
convention  met 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  fourteenth  amendment 
was  ratified  during  1868. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No,  sir ;  it  has  been  rati- 
fied since  I  came  into  the  Senate,  and  I  came 
in  on  the  4th  of  March,  1869. 

Mr.  MORTON.  My  friend  from  Vermont 
will  look  up  the  date.  I  am  not  mistaken  in 
the  point  that  his  party  almost  uniformly,  not 
entirely,  but  the  great  body  of  his  party  have 
steadily  denied  that  that  amendment  or  the 
fifteenth  was  binding  upon  the  nation.  The 
Senator  from  Vermont  says  the  final  ratifica- 
tion by  Georgia  was  in  July,  1868,  and  I  think 
the  proclamatioo  came  out  in  1868,  before  the 
presidential  election,  if  1  am  not  mistaken. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  did. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Then  I  am  right  all  around. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
with  the  position  of  his  party  undisguised  and 
undenied  authorizing  me  to  say  that  if  thev 
eome  into  power  they  will  trample  upon  both 
these  amendments,  yet  undertakes  to  answer 
my  argument  by  referring  me  to  the  fourteenth 
amendment ! 

He  says  he  does  not  understand  this  Admin- 
istration. Mr.  President,  the  Democratic  party 
does  not  understand  this  Administration.  They 
do  not  understand  the  times  in  which  they 
lire.  They  are  like  a  man  riding  in  the  card 
backward,  who  never  sees  anything  until  he 
has  got  clear  by  iL  [Laughter.]  The  Dem- 
ocratic party  is  not  only  incapable  of  reform- 
ing itself,  but  is  incapable  of  accepting  a  re- 
form already  made.  And,  talking  about  pay- 
ment for  their  slaves,  I  undertook  to  show 
how  they  would  brine  that  thing  about  if  they 
came  into  power.  Tney  would  do  it  l)y  simply 
refusing  to  vote  money  to  pay  the  interest 
upon  our  debt,  to  pay  pensions  to  soldiers, 
and  thus  they  would  compel  the  assumption 
of  the  payment  for  their  slaves  in  some  form, 
because  they  would  then  have  the  means  in 
their  power. 

Now,  I  desire  to  put  anodier  ^joestion.  I 
ask  if  the  Democratic  party  of  this  nation  is 
not  committed  in  principle  and  profession  to 
payment  for  their  slaves?  When  Mr.  Lincoln 
issued  his  proclamation  that  set  the  slaves  free, 
I  ask  if  it  was  not  pronounced  unconstitutional 
by  the  Democratic  party  everywhere,  in  Con- 
gress and  out  of  ic7  I  ask  if  the  Democratic 
party  is  not  committed,  in  Congress  and  out 
of  it,  to  the  doctrine  that  the  emancipation 
proclamation  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  it 
was  a  great  wrong  inflicted  upon  the  South? 
They  have  so  uniformly  published  it,  and  when 
the  Democratie  party  comes  into  power  and 
the  southern  wing«ays  to  the  northern  Democ- 
racy, ''Now,  we  want  you  to  stand  up  to  your 
uniform  professions ;  throughout  the  war  you 
said  this  was  a  fraud ;  you  said  it  was  uncon- 
stitutional ;  ^ou  said  we  were  wronged  out  of 
our  slaves,  if  you  believed  what  you  said,  if 
you  were  honest,  now    that   you   have  got 


the  power  we  ask  you  to  make  your  words 
good,'*  I  say  to  the  country  that  the  D<«o- 
cratic  party  is  committed  by  its  hittorj  for 
nearly  ten  years,  by  its  uniform  professiooios 
that  subject,  to  pay  the  South  for  the  oDaa* 
cipated  slaves  when  it  is  placed  in  power. 

Mr.  President,  the  condition  of  the  Sontk 
is  bad  enough.  But  who  is  chiefly  respoatibie 
for  it?  Why,  sir,  the  Democratic  party  in  1868, 
when  they  atoembled  in  convention,  reiolTei 
as  follows: 

"  And  that  we  retard  the  reeonstraeti«B  seti  (n 
oalled)  of  OonsreM,  as  taeh.  ai  osarpstioBi,  aiid 
ancoastitutiooal,  revolutionary,  and  void." 

The  Democratic  party  in  conventioo  ssiem* 
bled  in  New  York  instmcted  the  wb<^SoBtb 
that  the  reconstruction  acts  were  noil  lod 
void ;  and  that  they  thereby  had  a  right  to 
resist  them.  That  was  not  put  in  the  plit* 
form,  but  that  is  the  meaning  of  it  If  thoie 
acts  were  null  and  void,  the  people  hadsrigbt 
to  resist  them,  and  the  Democratic  psrtj  ao 
instructed  the  people  of  the  South,  and  thef 
have  acted  upon  tnat  hypothesis  ever  nnee. 
Bat,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Misssoari,  [Mr. 
Blair,]  who  interrupted  me  awhile  sgo,  vie 
placed  upon  that  ticlMt  on  account  of  hii  dia 
tinguished  ability  and  of*  his  influence  h^im 
the  country.  He  was  placed  upon  Uie  ticket 
in  1868  for  the  secona  office,  and  be&re  ke 
was  placed  upon  that  ticket  he  wrote  a  letter, 
and  it  was  upon  the  strength  of  that  letter 
chiefly  that  his  nomination  was  broogfattbooL 
I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  an  extract  fron  it 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  the  Senator  had  not  bseked 
out  from  his  speech  of  1865,  I  think  he  woaM 
have  got  my  place  on  the  tickets    [Lsiighter.] 

Mr.  MORION.  I  think  not  Does  the 
Senator  know  what  my  speech  of  1865  cod- 
tains?  If  he  does,  if  he  is  not  in  igsoruioe 
of  it  and  has  not  simply  taken  some  Demo- 
cratic newspaper  version  of  it,  he  woakl  not 
say  what  he  does.  I  will  tell  him  what  it  con- 
tains. In  the  speech  that  I  made  in  Septem- 
ber, 1866.  and  which  the  Democracy  have  £re 
auently  alluded  to  because  Uiey  wanted  some- 
ling  with  which  to  attempt  to  iapugn  mjr 
position,  I  declared  that  I  was  in  favor  of  ooi- 
versal  suffrage,  that  I  believed  there  was  no 
ground  for  distinction  between  white  and  bUck ; 
but  I  did  say  then  that  in  view  of  the  £Mt  thtt 
four  millions  of  men  had  just  been  enaodpsted 
and  were  generally  without  education,  I  tlKragjit 
they  OQght  to  have  a  period  of  probation  in 
which  to  prepare  for  cHisenship,  and  I  men- 
tioned a  period  of  from  ten  to  fifteeo  7^^ 
but  I  fully  committed  myself  to  the  priociple 
of  universal  suffrage,  as  I  have  always  done. 

It  so  turned  out  that  the  South,  acting  aoder 
the  inspiration  of  the  Democratic  party  io  the 
North,  did  not  permit  us  to  postpone  the  en- 
franchisement of  the  colored  people  of  the 
Sooth.  We  could  not  reconstruct  opos  ike 
basis  of  the  white  population.  We  must  kare 
a  loyal  basis  upon  which  to  reconstract,  and  v« 
were  compelled  to  enfranchise  them  at  ooce, 
and  not  wait  for  their  education,  and  so  wedii 
What  I  said  in  1865  was  the  general  position 
of  the  Republican  partv  at  £at  tine.  Tke 
Senator  taunts  me  with  it.  I  will  remind  him 
that  once  upon  a  time  he  belonged  to  the  Be- 
publican  party.  He  led  that  party.  I  vill 
not  say  that  thereby  he  did  the  party  a  great 
injury  or  conferred  a  great  benefit.  I  ksv^'^ 
to  the  country  to  determine  which  it  was. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  teU  the  Senator  that  I 
did  leave  the  part]r>  and  I  left  it  because  of  lU 
usurpation^  I  joined  it  when  Uie  whole  par^ 
could  sit  down  to  a  dinner*table,  and  I  left  it 
when  it  had  power  all  over  this  coontfTtto 
ioin  a  party  that  was  out  of  power.  I  '•"**f* 
ber  that  when  the  Senator  delivered  tbat 
speech,  it  wae  thought  that  he  was  a  verj 
appropriate  person  for  Mr.  Johnson's  Cawnej 
even.  If  the  people  of  the  South  were  mwffi 
by  anybody,  they  were  as  much  misled  by  hio 
as  by  any  one  else,  and  bj  the  teacbinfi  w 
that  speech  of  his. 

Mr.  MORTON.    The  Senator  attiibotM  » 
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will  still  be  exceptions  enough  here  to  require 
numerous  special  bills  hereafter,)  let  us  look 
where  we  snail  end  if  we  allow  ourselves  to 
consider  this  amendment  and  pass  upon  it  as 
an  amendment  to  this  bill.  If  it  be  right,  if 
it  be  within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider this  amendment  and  in  the  end  pass  it  by 
a  two-thirds  vote,  then  when  the  constitutional 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  limit  the  presidential  term  to  one 
term  of  four  years  shall  be  considered,  it  will 
be  just  as  applicable  there,  and  may  be  put 
upon  that  amendment  as  properly  as  it  can 
here.  It  matters  not  whether  it  be  in  the  form 
of  a  concurrent  resolution  or  of  a  bill ;  it  is  as 
applicable  there.  The  argument  is  just  as 
strong  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other;  and  I 
use  that  illustration  for  the  purpose  of  direct- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  where  it  will 
lead  us.  Suppose,  then,  it  were  attached  to 
that  amendment  instead  of  to  this  bill,  what 
are  the  consequences?  First,  you  pass  this 
by  the  requisite  two  thirds.  Then  you  have 
blended  together  a  measure  which  does  not 
require  the  executive  sanction  and  a  measure 
which  does  require  it.  The  amended  civil 
rights  bill  cannot  become  a  law  until  the  Pres- 
ident has  approved  it,  and  you  then  send  it 
to  him,  and  what  do  you  place  in  his  power? 
You  place  it  in  his  power  to  veto  the  proposed 
amendment,  to  which  the  Constitution  does  not 
require  his  assent. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This  is  not  a  proposition 
to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  proposition  to  pass  a  law. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     I  am  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  I  ask  my  friend  to 
demonstrate,  if  he  can,  how  it  is  that  this  bill 
without  the  amendment,  passed  just  as  the 
House  passed  it,  does  not  require  executive 
approval? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  not  demonstrating  at  all 
that  it  does  not  require  executive  approval ; 
but  I  am  arguing  that  if  it  be  proper  to  con- 
sider this  as  an  amendment  to  tnis  bill,  which 
is  the  subject  of  a  specific  and  exceptional 
provision  m  the  Constitution  of  the  united 
States,  you  can  just  as  well  attach  it  to  a  joint 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  once  attached  all  the  con- 
sequences follow  which  I  now  proceed  to  point 
out. 

The  first  is,  that  by  incorporating  a  legis- 
lative provision  with  one  oi  this  character 
you  permit  the  Executive  to  veto  a  measure 
to  which  his  assent  is  not  required. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Allow  me  to  ask  my 
friend  this  question? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  yield? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Certainly.  Truth  is  my  object, 
and  I  am  glad  to  have  the  aid  of  the  Senator 
in  arriving  at  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  in  the  best  spirit 
and  for  information.  My  friend  says  this  would 
be  just  like  attaching  this  amendment  to  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  if  I  understand  him.  Now,  let 
me  ask  him  whether  there  is  not  a  distinction 
between  this  proposition,  which  is  a  law,  and 
a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution,  which 
is  not  a  law,  but  which  is  submitted  to  the 
States  for  their  approval,  which  have  not  the 
power  of  vetoing  acts  of  Confess,  which  have 
not  the  power  of  making  national  laws?  And 
is  there  not  a  pretty  wide  distinction  between 
loading  a  bill,  to  use  my  friend's  expression, 
which  may  require  executive  sauction  and 
requires  two  thirds  to  pass  ir,  with  something 
that  less  than  two  thirds  may  pass,  and  putting 
an  act  of  legislation  upon  a  proposition  which 
is  sent  out  from  the  law-making  power  to  the 
several  States  for  their  consideration? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  There  is  a  distinction  between 
the  character  of  the  two  measures,  but  there 
is  no  distinction  whatever  as  to  either  the  pro- 
priety of  doing  it  or  the  power  of  doing  it  in 
the  Senate.     Both  are  laws ',  both  are  intended 


to  become  laws.  But  I  simply  wish  to  pro- 
ceed with  this  analogy  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  country 
to  the  entire  incongruity  of  this  mode  of  legis- 
lation, which  of  itself  ought  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion at  once  of  considering  this  amendment, 
and  to  induce  the  Senate,  as  I  think,  to  take 
up  and  pass  separately  the  measures,  each  of 
which,  from  the  expressions  already  made  in 
the  Senate,  seems  to  have  friends  enough  to 
pass  it,  and  both  of  which  are  likely  to  be 
defeated  by  this  very  mode  of  legislation. 

I  have  already  said  that  if  you  do  this,  you 
give  to  the  Executive  the  power  of  the  veto 
upon  a  measure  to  which  his  assent  is  not 
required.  But  it  may  be  answered,  *' That  will 
be  futile,  because  when  a  bill  is  passed  by  two 
thirds,  if  the  Executive  were  to  veto  it,  it 
would  come  back,  and  the  same  two  thirds 
would  pass  it  over  his  veto."  Very  well; 
suppose  the  argument  would  hold,  that  Con- 
gress would  adhere  to  its  opinions,  notwith- 
standing the  objections  of  the  President,  what 
then?  You  have  incorporated  in  a  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  can  have  no  validity  until  it  is 
ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the  States,  a  meas- 
ure of  ordinary  legislation,  and  as  the  amend- 
ment partakes  of  the  character  of  the  original 
measure,  it  must  go  along  with  the  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  be  acted  upon  by  three  fourths  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  before  it  becomes 
a  law.  Thus  you  are  not  only  sending  down 
a  legislative  measure  for  the  approbation  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Slates,  but  you 
have  actually  a  legislative  measure  which  has 
passed  through  all  the  stages  that  the  Con- 
stitution requires  to  make  it  a  law ;  passed 
by  both  Houses  by  the  requisite  number  of 
votes,  vetoed  by  the  President,  and  passed 
again  by  two  thirds  over  his  veto,  and  yet  it  is 
not  a  law.  Now,  then,  you  have  it  before 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  and  they  must 
determine  whetHer  the  merits  of  this  con- 
stitutional amendment  are  so  great  that  to 
obtain  it  they  will  commit  the  absurdity  of  in- 
corporating into  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  a  measure  which  defines  crimes  and 
imposes  specific  fines  and  penalties  and  gives 
civil  rights,  and  in  which  they  fix  the  amount 
of  damages.  That  is  what  you  will  be  driven 
to.  Then,  if  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
ratify  it  in  that  form,  you  have  the  anomaly 
of  a  legislative  measure  incorporated  into  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  you 
cannot  repeal.  You  must  again  send  it  down 
to  the  States  or  call  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  rid  of  a  fine  or  penalty,  or 
increasing  the  damages  if  they  are  too  little, 
or  reducing  them  if  they  are  too  much. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  simply  illustra- 
tions of  what  this  leads  to  if  we  encourage  or 
adopt  this  mode  of  legislation.  Having  risen 
mainly  to  speak  to  this  point,  I  desire  further 
to  say,  that  some  few  sentiments  have  been 
expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  which 
I  am  not  certain  were  addressed  to  me,  for  I 
was  engaged  when  he  commenced  his  speech. 
As  he  was  looking  in  this  direction,  I  was 
uncertain  whether  they  were  addressed  to  me 
or  the  Senator  from  Maryland.  As,  however, 
upon  a  previous  Occasion,  I  made  use  of  the 
remark  that  I  was  **  almost  ready  for  universal 
amnesty.^'  I  take  this  occasion  to  express  again 
what  I  aid  intend  to  say  upon  that  occasion, 
if  I  did  not  say  it.  The  *^» almost"  which  I 
put  in  that  sentence  was  not  prompted  by  any 
difficulty  that  I  had  in  regard  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  but,  I  must  con- 
fess, by  that  kind  of  a  constitutional  difficulty 
suggested  the  other  day  by  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  [Mr.  Nye]  it  was  a  difficulty  in  my 
own  constitution. 

I  have  not  yet  arrived  at  the  point  at  which 
I  am  willing  to  vote  for  universal  amnestv,  for 
while  I  did  express  thie  opinion  that  if  uni- 
versal amnesty  were  granted,  and  the  southern 


people  were  so  blind  as  to  send  Jefferson  Davit 
here,  it  would  do  their  cause  more  iojajy 
than  ii.  would  ours,  yet  I  am  hardly  willing  to 
give  them  the  opportunity,  and  very  frank  to 
confess  that  I  find  the  difficulty  in  my  own 
constitution  pretty  hard  to  get  over. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  advocate  universal  mm- 
nesty.  I  advocated  the  bill  as  it  stood  ;  and, 
moreover,  I  advocated  and  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mob- 
ton,]  not  for  the  narrow  purpose  as  was  as- 
serted here  of  simply  excluding  from  this 
Chamber  one  man  whose  case  it  met,  but  for 
the  broader  purpose  of  saying  to  those  south- 
ern communities  whose  flagrant  offense  baa 
been  their  open  disregard  of  law,  their  want 
of  subordination  w  supreme  authority,  that 
there  should  be  no  encouragement  given  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  those 
who,  in  open  disregard  of  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision, elected  men  whom  they  knew  to  be 
disqualified  by  that  Constitution.  It  was  the 
broad  lesson  that  I  wished  to  inculcate,  and 
not  to  send  a  barbed  shaft  to  strike  a  single 
victim.  I  could  not  vote  for  the  amendment 
upon  any  such  principles.  I  voted  for  other 
amendments  for  the  reason  that  I  desired  the 
bill  to  be  riebt.  I  did  not  vote  for  those  amend- 
ments as  I  believe  no,  I  will  not  say  I  believe, 
but  as  I  was  led  to  conjecture  that  the  other 
amendment  was  voted  for. 

Now,  let  me  turn  for  a  few  moments  to  that 
fact,  for  it  escaped  me,  as  illustrating  further 
the  danger  of  adding  this  amendment  to  this 
bill.  When  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  was  first  proposed,  I,  as  I 
usually  do,  endeavored  to  find  how  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  was  voting  upon  this  bill,'for 
it  was  a  measure  which  would  eminently  be- 
long to  the  consideration  of  that  committee. 
I  found,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Frelinohutsek]  vot- 
ing for  that  amendment ;  I  found  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Conklinq]  voting  for 
it;  I  found  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  now 
in  the  chair,  [Mr.  Carpenter,]  voting  for  it. 
I  had  not  had  time  to  examine  it.  It  had  not 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  or,  if  it  had 
been  referred  at  a  previous  session,  it  had  been 
reported  adversely.  But,  to  my  surprise,  in  a 
short  time  after  this  amendment  had  been  thus 
voted  for,  and  frequently,  I  saw  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  a  member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  rise  in  his  place,  and  he,  having 
evidently  given  some  consideration  to  the  bill, 
punctured  it  through  and  through,  so  as  to 
convince  its  author  that  it  was  not  only  utterly 
impracticable  but  in  disregard  entirely  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Then  I  supposed  the  ail- 
ment had  gone  further  than  it  really  went  with 
my  friend  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  makes  a 
strong  supposition. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  supposed  when  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  pointed  out  the  fact  ^ats 
Federal  court  was  required  to  decree  and  carry 
out  its  decree  enforcing  the  forfeiture  of  a 
charter  granted  by  a  State  to  a  corporation, 
that  argument  at  least  had  been  acquiesced  in 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  that 
he  withdrew  the  objectionable  provision  on 
that  ground ;  but  let  the  ground  be  what  it 
may,  whether  simply  of  legislative  expediency 
or  of  constitutional  difficulty,  the  defects  were  so 
glaring  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
with  the  candor  and  fairness  characteristic 
of  him,  came  into  the  Senate  and  amended 
his  bill  to  meet  those  objections. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  did  not  regard  the  defects  as 
glaring  at  all?  I  think  that  the  bill  as  origin- 
ally drawn  was  in  all  respects  tenable;  but^I 
was  perfectly  willing  to  receive  a  suggestion 
made  in  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  suggestion 
from  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey;  iuid  I 
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Mr.  CONELING.  Then,  does  the  Senator 
withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     No,  I  do  not. 

M^.  CONKLING.  I  understand  that  the 
question  before  the  Senate  now  arises  on  a 
motion  to  postpone  this  bill  and  all  its  amend- 
ments. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
pending  quesiion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  that  the  question 
which  the  Senator  wants  to  take  the  vote  on 
to-morrow  at  four  o'clock? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  want  to  take  the  ques- 
tion on  thaty  and  then  on  the  bill  that  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  Senate,  and  all  the  amend- 
ments, so  that  the  subject  may  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is,  that  to-morrow 
at  four  o'clock  we  vote  first  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  ? 

Air.  ROBERTSON.    Yes. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  that  motion  prevails, 
what  then  do  we  vote  upon — taking  up  some 
other  bill? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Any  amendment  that 
may  be  offered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then,  we  are  asked  to 
agree  now  that  to-morrow  at  four  o'clock  we 
shall  take  the  vote  on  the  motion  pending  on 
this  bill,  and  if  that  motion  prevails  and  this 
bill  passes  away  entirely,  we  shall  then  vote 
upon  any  other  bill  that  the  Senator  chooses 
to  bring  forward. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Any  amendment  that 
may  be  offered  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  think  such  an 
agreement  as  is  proposed  will  quite  do. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  asked  unanimous 
consent  that  the  vote  be  taken  to-morrow  at 
four  o'clock.     Is  there  objection? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is 
objection. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  to  say thati  make 
no  ol^ection  to  taking  the  vote  on  the  pending 
bill  and  all  amendments  to  it  at  any  hour  to* 
morrow  the  Senator  will  propose.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  objecting  to  that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  say  that  aOer 
the  experience  we  have  had  on  this  very  bill 
and  some  others,  of  failing  to  keep  the  real 
good  faith  of  the  Senate  without  any  person 
being  personally  responsible  for  it,  I  will  not 
agree  to  anything  whatever.  If  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  wishes  us  to  stay  hereto-night 
and  finish  this  question,  then  let  us  stay  on ; 
but  it  is  a  waste  of  time  and  a  mortification  to 
a  good  many  people  to  find  themselves  en- 
trapped by  agreeing  to  take  votes  at  particular 
times,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  do  it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  shall  not  agree  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro 
Una,  because  I  desire  to  vote  with  him  as  near 
as  I  can,  and  to-morrow  afternoon  at  half  past 
four  I  shall  not  be  here.  Having  said  that,  I 
trust  be  will  not  push  his  motion  until  after  I 
have  an  opportunity  to  come  back.  Now  I 
move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  executive  business. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  the  Senator 
.will  withdraw  that  motion  a  moment,  I  will  not 
interfere. 

Mr.  CAMERON.    I  give  way  for  a  moment 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine*  I  had  hoped  to 
be  able  to  addrefs  myself  for  a  few  minutes  to 
the  Senate  upon  this  question  to-day,  and,  if 
it  does  not  interfere  with  Uie  Senator's  desire 
to  have  an  executive  session,  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  being  able  to  do  that  to- morrow. 
So  I  address  the  Chair  now  on  the  subject 
before  the  Senate. 

i  he  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  The  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  will  be  entitled  to  the  floor 
when  this  business  is  resumed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAMERON.    Now  I  renew  my  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  |  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business.  After  twenty-one  minutes  spent  in 
executive  session  the  doors  were  reopened, 
and  (at  four  o'clock  and  ten  mioates  p.  mO 
the  Senate  adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  28,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butleb, 
D.  D. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  Journal 
of  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio, 
by  unanimous  consent,  the  further  reading  of 
the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  honr  begins 
at  thirty- two  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock,  and 
reports  are  first  in  oraer  from  the  Committee 
on  Railways  and  Canals. 

COAL  LANDS  IN   THE  PACIFIO   STATES,  ETO. 

Mr.  WALDRON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Mines  and  Mining,  reported  back  House  bill 
No.  754,  to  grant  the  right  of  prelimption  to 
coal  lands  on  the  public  domain  in  the  Pacific 
States  and  Territories;  and  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALDRON.  I  now  yield  to  my  col- 
league on  the  committee  from  California,  [Mr. 
Sarqent.] 

DEVELOPMENT  OF   MINING  RXSOURCSS. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back,  with  the  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass,  the  bill  (H.  R,  No.  1016)  to  pro- 
mote the  development  of  the  mining  resources 
of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read.  In  its  first  section  it  pro- 
vides that  all  valuable  mineral  deposits  in  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  both  surveyed 
and  unsurveyed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  free 
and  open  to  exploration,  and  the  lands  in  which 
they  are  found  to  occupation  and  purchase  by 
all  persons,  under  regulations  prescribed  by 
law,  and  according  to  the  local  customs  or  rules 
of  miners,  in  the  several  mining  districts,  so 
far  as  the  same  are  applicable,  and  not  in 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
In  its  second  section,  it  provides  that  the 
miners  of  each  mining;  district  may  determine 
the  length  of  their  mining  claims  upon  veins 
or  lodes  of  quartz,  or  other  rook  in  place,  bear- 
ing gold,  silver,  cinnabar,  lead,  tin,  copper,  or 
other  valuable  deposits,  sul^ect  to  the  following 
limitations:  claims  locatea  previous  to  July 
26,  1866,  shall  be  limited  as  to  extent  along 
the  vein  or  lode  by  the  local  laws  or  customs 
existing  at  the  date  of  the  location.  Single 
claims  located  subsequent  to  July  26,  1866, 
shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  feet  in  length 
along  the  vein  or  lode,  with  an  additional  claim 
of  two  hundred  feet  for  discovery  to  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  vein  or  lode.  Several  persons 
may  locate  in  common  on  a  vein  or  loae,  each 
person  taking  one  claim ;  but  no  person,  ex- 
cept the  discoverer,  shall  locate  more  than  one 
claim  upon  the  same  vein  or  lode,  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  a  location  in  common 
made  subsequent  to  July  26,  1866,  shall  not 
exceed  three  thonsand  feet  in  length  along 
the  vein  or  lode.  No  claim  shall  extend  more 
than  three  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  the 
middle  of  the  vein  at  the  surface,  nor  shall  any 
claim  be  limited  by  any  mining  regulation  to 
less  than  twenty-fiv^  feet  on  oaoh  side  of  the 
middle  of  the  vein  at  the  surface,  except  where 
adverse  rights  existing  at  the  passage  of  this 
act  shall  render  such  limitation  necessary.  The 
end  lines  of  each  claim  shall  be  parallel  to 
each  other,  and  at  right  angles  with  the  gen- 
eral course  of  the  vein.  In  its  third  Section 
it  provides  that  the  locators  of  all  mining  loca- 
tions heretofore  made,  or  which  shall  hereafter 
be  made,  on  any  mineral  vein,  lode,  or  ledge, 
situated  on  the  public  domain,  their  heirs  ana 
assigns,  where  no  adverse  claim  exists  at  the 
passage  of  this  aot,  so  long  as  they  comply  with 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  witn  State, 
territorial,  and  local  regulations,  not  in  conflict 
therewith,  soveming  their  possessory  title, 
shall  bi^vQ  m9  <»xoluslye  right  of  potseosion 


and  enjoyment  of  all  the  surface  inobdej 
within  the  lines  of  their  locations,  and  of  ill 
veins,  lodes,  and  ledges  throoghout  their  en- 
tire depth,  tne  top  or  apex  of  which  lies  inside 
of  such  surface  lines  extended  downward  Ter> 
ticolly,  although  such  veins,  lodes,  or  ledgeg 
may  so  far  depart  from  a  perpendicular  in  their 
course  downward  as  to  extend  outside  the  Ter- 
tical  side  lines  of  said  surface  locations;  pro 
vided  that  their  right  of  possession  to  socb 
outside  parts  of  said  veins  or  ledges  ihsll  be 
confined  to  such  portions  thereof  as  lie  between 
vertical  planes  drawn  downward  ts  aforesaid, 
through  the  end  lines  of  their  locauooft,or 
locations  in  common,  so  continued  in  their 
own  direction,  that  such  planes  will  intersect 
such  exterior  parts  of  said  veins  or  ledgei ;  and 
provided  further,  thaf  nothing  in  this  sectioa 
shall  authorize  the  locator  or  possessor  of  a  Tein 
or  lode  which  extends  in  its  downward  conne 
beyond  the  vertical  lines  of  his  claim  to  enter 
upon  the  surface  of  a  claim  owned  orpouesieii 
by  another.     In  its  fourth  section  it  Drovidei 
that  where  a  tunnel  is  run  for  the  de?elopmeo( 
of  a  vein  or  lode,  or  for  the  discovery  of  mines, 
the  owners  of  such  tunnel  shall  have  the  right 
of  possession  of  all  veins  or  lodes,  not  pre" 
viously  kno¥m  to  exist,  discovered  in  snch 
tunnefp  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  same ;  and  locations  on  the 
line  of  such  tunnel  of  veins  or  lodes  not  ap- 
pearing on  the  surface,  made  by  other  partiea 
after  the  commencement  of  the  tunnel,  and 
while  the  same  is  being  prosecuted  with  rea- 
sonable diligence,  shall  be  invalid.    In  iti 
fifUi  section  it  provides  that  the  miners  of  each 
mining  district  may  make  rules  and  reguUtioDi 
not  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  the  VvM 
States,  or  with  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Terri- 
tory in  which  the  district  is  situated,  govemiof 
the  location,  manner  of  recording,  amount  or 
work  necessary  to  hold  possession  of  a  mioinf 
claim,  subject  to  the  following  reqairemenu: 
the  location  must  be  distinctly  marked  on  the 
ground,  so  that  its  boundaries  can  be  readil/ 
traced.    All  records  of  mining  olaimi  here- 
after made  shall  contain  the  name  or  namei 
of  the  locators,  the  date  of  location,  aod  sach 
a  description  of  the  claim  or  olainu  located  b; 
reference  to  some  natural  object  or  permanent 
monument  as  will  identify  the  claim.    After 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  until  a  patent 
shall  have  been  issued,  not  less  than  twentj- 
five  dollars'  worth  of  labor  shall  be  expended 
or  improvements  made  upon  each  claim  of  two 
hundred  feet  during  each  year  j  but  claimanU 
in  common,  as  dehned  in  the  second  secuon 
of  this  act,  may  cause  all  the  labor  to  be 
expended  for  improvements  to  be  made  upoo 
any  one  claim;   provided  that  the  aggregate 
amount  equals  twenty- five  dollars  a  year  to 
each  claim  of  two  hundred  feet    And  upon 
a  failure  to  comply  with  this  condition  the 
claim  or  mine  upon  which  socb  failure  occurred 
shall  be  open  to  relocation  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  no  location  of  the  same  had  ever  been 
made ;  provided  that  the  original  locator  baa 
not  resumed  work  upon  the  claim  after  soa 
failure  and  before  sucn  location ;  and  providea 
further,  that  no  such  mining  regulation  or  cus- 
tom not  in  existence  at  the  time  of  pow^J" 
taken  of  any  claim  shall  affect  the  «^^[t| 
manner  in  which  a  patent  therefor  shall  M 
obtained  under  this  act.     In  its  sixth  »ecuoo 
it  provides  that  a  patent  for  any  land  cwoea 
ana  located  for  valuable  mineral  depofltte  may 
be  obtained  in  the  following  manner:  ^J.P^l 
son,  association,  or  corporation  having  ^^J*J°v 
and  located  a  piece  of  land  for  suoh  P**!?^^ 
not  exceeding  in  extent  the  area  P'®*^.  iflvj 
this  act,  who  has  or  have  complied  with  we 
mining  regulation*,  where  any  such  exist  at  w 
place  of  location  by  the  custom  of  mine'*»*^ 
with  the  terms  of  this  act,  may  file  in  the  near«* 
land  office  an  application  for  a  patent,  unaw 
oaih,  showing  sucn  compliance,  \of ether  wi"» 
a  plat  or  plats  of  the  claim  or  olaima  ^^^' 
mon,  and  shall  post  a  copy  of  socb  f>}^ 
plata,  tQgeU^er  with  »  noUQc  of  intepOOfi  » 
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aoply  for  a  patent  therefor,  in  a  coospicaoas 
place  oa  tlie  land  embraced  in  sach  plat  or 
plate,  eixtj  days  previous  to  sach  api>lication 
tor  a  patentf  and  shall  file  an  affidavit,  of  at 
least  two  peraone,  that  each  notice  has  been 
duly  posted  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  file  a  copy 
of  said  notice  in  such  land  office,  shall  there- 
upon be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  said  land,  in 
the  manner  following :  the  register  of  the  land 
office,  upon  the  filing  of  snch  application  and 
plat,  notices  and  affidavits,  shall  publish  a 
notice  that  snch  application  has  been  made, 
for  the  period  of  sixty  days,  in  a  newspaper  to 
be  by  him  designated  as  published  nearest  to 
said  claioi ;  and  he  shall  also  post  such  notice 
in  his  office  for  the  same  period.    The  claim- 
ant, at  the  time  of  filing  this  application,  or  at 
any  time  thereafter,  within  the  sixty  days  of 
publication,  shall  file  with  the  register  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  IJnited  States  surveyor  geneiml  that 
S^OO  worth  of  labor  has  been  expended  or  im- 
provements made  upon  the  claim,  by  himself 
or  grantors ;  that  the  plat  is  correct,  with  such 
further  description  by  such  reference  to  nat- 
ural objects  or  permanent  monumente  as  shall 
identify  the  claim,  and  furnish  an  accurate 
description  to  be  incorporated  in  the  patent. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days  of  publica- 
tion the  claimant  shaU  file  his  affidavit,  showing 
that  the  plat  and  notice  have  been  posted  in  a 
ooospicuous  place  on  the  claim  auring  said 
perliM  of  publication.  If  no  adverse  claim  shall 
nave  been  filed  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixty 
days  of  publioEition,  it  shall  be  assumed  that  the 
applicant  is  entitled  to  a  patent,  and  that  no 
adverse  claims  exist ;  and  thereafter  no  objec- 
tion from  third  parties  to  the  issuance  of  a 
patent  shall  be  heard,  except  it  be  shown  that 
the  applicant  has  failed  to  comply  with  this 
act.    In  its  seventh  section  it  provides  that 
where  an  adverse  olum  shall  be  filed  during 
the  period  of  publication  all  proceedings,  ex- 
cept the  publication  of  notice  and  making  and 
filinc  of  the  affidavit  thereof,  shall  be  stayed 
until  the  controversy  shall  have  been  settled  or 
decided  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
or  the  adverse  claim  waived.     It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  tJM  adverse  claimant,  within  thirty 
days  afler  filing  his  claim,  to  commence  pro- 
ceedings in  a  OQurt  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
to  determine  the  qncetion  of  the  right  of  pos- 
session, and  prosecute  the  same  with  reason- 
able diligence  to  final  judgment ;  and  a  &ilnre 
so  to  do  shall  be  a  waiver  of  his  adverse  claim. 
After  snch  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered, 
the  party  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the 
claim,  or  any  portion  thereof,  may  file  a  oerti 
fied  copy  of  tne  judgment-roll  with  the  regis- 
ter of  toe  land  office,  together  with  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  surveyor  general  that  the  requisite 
amount  of  labor  has  been  expended,  or  im- 
provements made  thereon,  and  the  description 
required  in  other  cases,  and  shall  pay  to  the 
receiver  five  dollars  per  acre  for  his  claim,  to- 
gether with  the  proper  fees,  whereupon  the 
whole  proceedings  and  the  judgment-roll  shall 
be  certified  by  the  register  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  a  pat- 
ent shall  issue  thereon  for  the  claim,  or  such 
portion  thereof  as  the  applicant  shall  appear, 
nrom  the  decision  of  the  court,  to  rightfully 
possess.    If  it  shall  appear  from  the  decision 
of  the  court  that  several  parties  are  entitled 
to  separate  and  different  portions  of  the  claim, 
each  party  may  pay  for  his  portion  of  the 
claim,  with  the  proper  fees,  and  file  the  cer- 
tificate and  deseripnon  by  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral, wheeespoa  tne  register  shall  certify  the 
proceedings  and  judgment- roll  to  the  Com- 
miaeioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  as  in 
the  preceding  case,  and  patents  shall  issue  to 
the  seytfal  ]^wties  according  to  their  respect- 
ive rights,     in  ita  eight  section  it  provides  that 
the  description  of  vein  or  lode  claims  upon 
surveyed  lands  shall  designate  the  location  of 
the  claim  with  reference  to  the  lines  of  the 
public  surveys,  but  need  not  conform  there- 
with; bat  where  a  patent  shall  be  issued  as 
afi^resaid  for  claims  upon  nnsurveyed  lands. 


the  surveyor  general,  in  extending  the  surveys, 
shall  adjust  the  same  to  the  boundaries  of  such 
patented  claim,  according  to  the  plat  or  de- 
scription thereof,  but  so  as  in  no  case  to  inter- 
fere with  or  change  the  location  of  any  such  pat- 
ented claim.  In  its  ninth  section  it  provides 
that  sections  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  six  of  an 
act  entitled  ^*  An  act  granting  the  right  of  way 
to  ditch  and  canal  owners  over  the  public  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes, '^  approved  Julv  26, 
1866,  are  hereby  repealed,  but  such  repeal  shall 
not  affect  existing  rights,  or  prevent  claimants 
now  prosecuting  their  claims  for  patents  from 
proceeding  under  said  act;  provided  that  this 
act  shall  be  enforced  as  to  such  claims  where 
it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  act  approTed 
July  26,  1866.  aforesaid.  In  its  tenth  section 
it  provides  that  the  act  to  amend  an  act 
granting  the  right  of  way  to  ditch  and  canal 
owners  over  the  public  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  July  0,  1870,  shall  be 
and  remain  in  full  force,  except  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings to  obtain  a  patent,  which  shall  be 
similar  to  the  proceedings  prescribed  by  sec- 
tions six  and  seven  of  this  act  for  obtaining 
patents  to  vein  or  lode  claims ;  but  where  said 
placer  claims  shall  be  upon  surveyed  lands, 
and  conform  to  legal  subdivisions,  no  further 
survey  or  plat  shall  be  required,  and  joint 
entries  shall  be  allowed  for  contiguous  claims, 
as  provided  in  said  act ;  provided  that  pro- 
ceedings now  pending  may  be  prosecuted  to 
their  final  determination  under  existing  laws ; 
Imt  the  provisions  of  this  act,  when  not  in  con- 
flict with  existing  laws,  shall  apply  to  such 
cases.  In  its  eleventh  section  it  provides  that 
where  the  same-  person,  association,  or  cor- 
poration is  in  possession  of  a  placer  claim,  and 
also  a  vein  or  lode  included  within  the  bound- 
aries thereof,  application  shall  be  made  for  a 
patent  for  the  placer  claim,  with  the  statement 
that  it  includes  such  a  vein  or  lode,  and  in  such 
caae  (subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
the  act  to  amend  an  act  granting  the  right  of 
way  to  ditch  and  canal  owners  over  the  public 
lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  July  9, 
1670,)  apatent  shall  issue  for  the  placer  claim, 
iocludine  such  vein  or  lode,  upon  the  payment 
of  five  dollars  per  acre  for  snch  vein  or  lode 
claim,  and  one  hundred  feet  of  surface  on  each 
side  thereof.  The  remainder  of  the  placer 
claim,  or  any  placer  claim  not  embracing  any 
vein  or  lode  claim,  shall  be  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  $2  50  per  acre,  together  with  all  costs 
of  proceedings  j  and  where  a  vein  or  lode, 
such  as  is  described  in  the  second  section  of 
this  act,  is  known  to  exist  within  the  bound- 
aries of  a  placer  claim,  an  application  for  a 
patent  for  such  placer  claim  which  does  not 
include  an  application  for  the  vein  or  lode 
claim  shall  be  construed  as  a  conclusive  dec- 
laration that  the  claimant  of  the  placer  claim 
has  no  right  of  possession  of  the  vein  or  lode 
claim ;  but  where  the  existence  of  a  vein  or 
lode  in  a  placer  claim  is  not  known,  a  patent 
for  the  placer  claim  ehall  convey  all  valuable 
mineral  and  other  deposits  within  the  bound- 
aries thereof.  In  its  twelfth  section  it  provides 
that  the  survejror  general  of  the  United  States 
may  appoint  in  each  land  district  containing 
mineral  lands  as  many  competent  surveyors  as 
shall  i^ply  for  appointment  to  survey  mining 
daim.  The  expenses  of  the  snrv^  of  vein  or 
lode  claims,  and  the  survey  and  subdivision  of 
placer  claims  into  smaller  quantities  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  together  with  the  cost 
of  publication  of  notices,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
applicants,  and  thev  SMtU  be  at  libeKy  to 
obtain  the  same  at  the  most  reasonable  rates, 
and  they  shall  sdso  be  at  liberty  to  employ  any 
United  States  deputy  snrv^or  to  make  the 
survey.  The  Commissioner  of  the  (General 
Land  Office  shall  also  have  power  to  establish 
the  maximum  charges  for  surveys  and  pubHc- 
&tion  of  notices  under  this  act;  and  in  case 
of  excessive  charges  for  publication,  he  may 
designate  any  newspaper  published  in  a  land 
district  where  mines  are  situated  for  the  pnb- 
1  lieation  of  mining  notices  in  snch  district,  and 


fix  the  rates  to  be  charged  b^r  such  paper.  And 
to  the  end  that  the  Commissioner  may  be  fully 
informed  on  the  subject,  each  applicant  shall 
file  with  the  register  a  sworn  statement  of  all 
charij^es  and  foes  paid  by  said  applicant  for 
pubhcation  and  surveys,  together  with  all 
tees  and  money  paid  the  register  and  the 
receiver  of  the  land  office,  which  statem#nt 
shall  be  transmitted  with  the  other  papers  in 
the  case  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office.  The  fees  of  the  register  and 
the  receiver  shall  be  the  same  as  in  other  cases 
for  similar  services;  provided  that  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  enlarge  or 
affect  the  rights  of  either  party  in  regard  to 
any  property  in  controversy  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  entitled  ^^An  act  granting 
the  right  of  way  to  ditch  and  canal  owners 
over  the  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
af^roved  July  26, 1866 ;  nor  shall  this  act  affect 
any  right  acquired  under  said  act  In  its  thir- 
teenth section  it  provides  that  all  affidavits 
required  to  be  made  under  this  act,  or  the  act 
of  which  it  is  amendatory,  may  be  verified 
before  any  officer  authonsed  to  administer 
oaths  within  the  land  distijct  where  the  claims 
may  be  situated,  and  all  testimony  and  proofs 
may  be  taken  before  any  such  officer,  and 
when  duly  certified  by  the  officer  taking  the 
same  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as 
if  taken  before  the  register  and  the  receiver 
of  the  land  office ;  provided  that  in  all  cases 
of  contest  such  testimony  and  proofs  Rhall  only 
be  taken  on  at  least  ten  days'  personal  notice 
to  the  opposing  parties,  whien  such  parties  can 
be  foond;  and  if  they  cannot  be  toand,  then 
by  at  least  fortv  days'  pnblication  in  a  news- 
paper published  nearest  to  the  location  of  said 
claims ;  and  the  register  of  the  land  office  shall 
require  proof  that  such  notice  has  been  given. 
The  fourteenth  section  provides  for  the  re- 
peal of  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
therewith. 

The  amend mentfl  reported  by  the  committee 
were  as  follow  t 

In  seetion  six,  Hne  eight,  strike  oat  the  word 
**  nearest,"  and  insert  ia  Iteu  tkereof  the  word 
**proper;"to  that  it  will  road,  **  may  fileia  thoproper 
land  office.'^ 

In  seetion  twelve,  line  twenty -nine,  after  the  word 
**  passago,''  insert  the  words  **  of  this  aot  or ;''  so  ^ot 
it  will  read,  **  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  enlarge  or  affect  the  rigbUt  of  either  party 
in  regard  to  any  property  in  oontroversy  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  of  the  act, "  &e. 

In  section  twelve,  line  thirty-three,  insert  at  the 
close  of  the  section  the  following: 

And  nothing  In  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
repeal,  impair,  or  in  any  way  affeet  the  provisions 
of  the  act  granting  to  A.  Sutro  tbe  right  of  way  and 
other  privileges  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  drain- 
ing and  exploring  tannel  in  the  Gomstock  lode,  in 
the  State  of  Nevada,  approved  Jaly  25, 1866. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
were  -agreed  to. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Colorado  [Mr,  Chaffee]  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

In  section  six,  line  eleven.  aSter  the  word  "com- 
mon," insert  the  following:  '  made  by  or  under  the 
direetien  of  the  United  States  sunreyor  general, 
showing  aocorately  the  boundary  of  the  olaioi  or 
dalms.^'  , 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that  amendment,  but  of  course,  as  I  report 
the  bill  from  the  comDAittee^  I  am  not  entitled 
to  accept  it. 

The  amendment  wa«  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  make  an  in- 
quiry ot  the  gentleman  from  California,  [Mr. 
Sarocnt.]  This  bill,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
indge  from  the  reading  of  it,  seems  to  intro- 
duce a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Goverment 
with  regard  to  mtnenQ  lands.  Ijndgefi*om  its 
character  Uiat  it  is  an  important  piece  of  legis- 
lation. It  will  be  seen,  from  the  date  of  the 
introduction  of  the  bill,  that  scaroelj  a  week 
hae  elapsed  since  it  was  introdneed,  wsd  a  still 
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less  time  since  it  was  printed,  and  of  course 
there  has  been  no  time  to  send  it  into  the  min- 
ing districts  and  get  opinions,  as  we  frequently 
do  with  regard  to  legislation  which  may  Be  pro- 
posed. I  wish  the  gentleman  from  California) 
[Mr.  Sabgent,]  who  certainly  understands  this 
subject,  to  oblige  as,  or  some  of  us  at  least,  by 
statine  the  reasons  for  these  important  changes. 
The  House  will  vote  more  intelligently  on  the 
bill  after  haying  such  an  explanation. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  will  endeavor  to  explain 
the  bill,  if  gentlemen  will  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity. The  bill  does  not  make  any  import- 
ant changes  in  the  mining  laws  as  they  have 
heretofore  existed.  It  does  not  change  in  the 
slightest  degree  the  policy  of  the  Government 
in  the  disposition  of  the  mining  lands.  It  does 
not  increase  or  decrease  the  amount  of  lands 
or  extent  of  leads  that  a  miner  may  acquire 
under  the  mining  laws.  It  does  not  increase 
or  decrease  the  price  or  the  amount  coming 
to  the  Government  on  account  of  them. 

The  changes  made  by  the  bill  are  principally 
those  which  relate  to  the  legal  questions  in- 
volved ;  in  other  words,  to  the  application  of 
the  law  so  as  to  faqilitate  the  miners  obtain- 
ing their  title  in  cases  where  heretofore  their 
right  to  a  title  has  been  recognized.  For  in- 
stance, it  has  been  found  by  experience  that 
the  original  bill,  as  it  passed  this  House  in 
1870,  making  provision  that  testimony  mi^ ht 
be  taken  in  all  cases  before  local  officers,  in- 
stead of  requiring  the  parties  to  take  their  wit- 
nesses long  distances,  where  travel  is  expen- 
sive to  the  land  offices,  was  ri^ht.  A  provis- 
ion in  regard  to  that  matter,  incorporated  by 
the  House  in  the  original  bill,  was  struck  out 
in  the  Senate. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  expenses  of  the 
actual  operation  of  the  bill  have  been  so  great 
that  poor  men  have  been  to  a  great  extent 
debarred  from  the  privileges  which  Congress 
intended  to  confer  upon  them.  I  propose  by 
this  bill,  and  so  does  the  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining,  that  the  privilege  of  cheaply  get- 
ting this  testimony,  which  has  been  found  in 
uncontested  cases  to  work  well,  shall  be  al- 
lowed in  contested  cases,  and  shall  be  ^ven 
to  the  miner  or  the  applicant  for  the  mining 
claim  according  to  the  original  idea  of  the 
House. 

Now,  there  is  another  provision  of  the  bill 
to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  is  provided  in  the  existing  law  that 
ninety  days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertise- 
ment in  the  newspapers  of  application  for  a 
mining  claim.  The  cost  of  advertising  in  the 
distant  States  and  Territories  is  very  heavy, 
and  it  is  believed  by  the  officers  of  the  local 
land  offices  with  whom  I  have  consulted  on 
the  subject,  and  by  miners  generally,  that  sixty 
days  would  be  an  ample  time  for  advertisement 
of  the  application,  which  is  the  rule  now  in 
the  State  of  California  in  cases  of  publication 
of  notice  of  summons  to  absent  defendants, 
and  is,  I  believe,  as  long  as  the  term  usually 
prescribed  in  the  Temtories  for  analogous 
notices.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  costs,  and 
this  provision  will  save  the  cost  of  thirty  days 
advertising  to  parties,  important  to  poor  men, 
and  leaving  ample  time  for  notice. 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  bill  supple- 
mental to  the  former  legislation  of  Congress, 
-and  that  is,  that  where  a  man  or  a  company 
starts  and  runs  a  prospecting  tunnel,  which  is 
a  work  of  great  labor  and  of  large  expense, 
and  they  are  nearing  the  object  of  their  search, 
believing  from  geological  indications  that  there 
is  a  lode  of  gold  or  some  other  mineral  in  the 
mountains,  they  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  by  some  party  who*  comes 
in  afler  they  have  prosecuted  their  work  nearly 
to  completion,  and  locates  the  lode  which  was 
not  known  to  exist  at  the  time  they  com- 
menced their  enterprise.  That  is  to  say,  if 
they  discover,  by  their  skill,  industry,  and  per- 
severance, a  lode,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  it.  This  bill  allows  miners  to  take 
three  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  their  claim. 


By  the  legislation  as  it  now  exists  the  amount 
is  unlimited.  The  Government  is  entitled  to 
five  dollars  an  acre  for  the  land  so  taken, 
which  is  the  highest  price  paid  for  any  lands 
whatever  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  except  coal  lands. 

There  is  a  provision  made  in  the  bill  in 
reference  to  the  case  where  a  party  owns  a 
placer  claim  through  which  tnere  runs  a 
quartz  claim. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  At  that  point  will  the 
gentleman  pardon  me  for  asking  him  a  ques- 
tion ?  It  is,  how  will  this  bill  aroct  the  case  in 
which  a  tunnel  has  been  already  commenced? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  It  does  not  deprive  the 
tunnel  company  of  any  privilege  they  now  have 
or  of  any  lode  which  they  may  discover  by 
their  skill,  enterprise,  and  exertion.  Where 
a  lode  is  known  to  exist  any  person  may  locate 
it  under  the  mining  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
but  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where  parties  run 
a  tunnel  and  actually  discover  the  lode,  this 
legislation  provides  that  they  shall  have  a  right 
to  it. 

Now,  a  word  with  reference  to  a  case  which 
has  created  practical  difficulty.  Where  a  per- 
son owns  a  placer  claim,  and  a  quartz  claim 
runs  through  it,  there  is  no  provision,  as  the 
law  now  exists  which  enables  the  party  to 
acquire  a  title  to  both  claims,  although  he  is 
entitled  to  both  under  all  the  mining  customs 
in  every  State  and  Territory.  It  is  possible 
that  under  recent  decisions  in  the  mining  States 
he  might  be  able  to  make  two  applications,  but 
if  he  did  the  Government  would  get  nothing 
for  the  quartz  lode.  It  may  be  known  to  some 
gentlemen  that  quartz  lodes  are  sometimes 
exceedingly  narrow,  often  not  more  than  six 
inches  wide,  probably;  eighteen  inches  is  a 
wide  quartz  lode  in  some  of  the  best  mining 
regions  of  my  State ;  and  if  any  one  will  cipher 
out  what  the  Government  would  ^et  for  a  claim 
of  that  description  by  the  acre  he  will  find  that 
it  is  infinitesimall^  small.  This  bill  provides 
that  a  party  applying  for  such  a  claim  shall  be 
required  to  pay  for  one  hundred  feet  upon 
each  side  of  the  ledge,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment shall  receive  five  dollars  an  acre  for  it. 
If  the  lode  is  not  known  to  exist  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase  it  passes  with  the  placer 
claim  to  the  i>urchaser.  This  is  an  arrange- 
ment with  which  the  miners  are  satisfied,  as  it 
will  save  the  expense  of  two  applications,  and 
give  a  practical  solution  to  the  whole  difficulty. 

Now,  the  gentleman  says  that  this  bill  has 
been  recently  introduced.  That  is  true,  so  far 
as  the  House  is  concerned,  but  this  bill  sub- 
stantially was  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Mines  and  Mining  of  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session,  and  passed  the  Senate,  and  only  failed 
to  pass  the  House  for  want  of  time.  The 
Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining  of  the  House 
were  ready  to  report  upon  it  favorably,  but 
they  were  not  called  for  a  report,  and  hence 
it  did  not  come  before  the  House  for  its  con- 
sideration. The  only  change  from  the  Senate 
bill,  I  believe,  is  in  the  matter  of  advertising 
notice,  which  I  have  referred  to,  lessening  it  to 
sixty  days,  which  is  ample,  thus  lessening  the 
cost  and  giving  additional  facility  in  getting 
testimony  before  the  local  land  office.  This 
will  prevent  the  enormous  accumulation  of  costs 
upon  the  miners  for  the  trannsportation  and 
subsistence  of  their  witnesses,  m  some  cases 
transporting  them  fifty  miles,  in  some  a  hun- 
dred miles,  and  even  three  hundred  miles  in 
some  cases,  thereby  almost  rendering  nuga- 
tory all  the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred 
by  the  law. 

Now,  sir,  this  legislation  was  originally  an 
experiment.  In  1866,  when  the  original  quartz 
law  was  passed,  the  question  was  fiercely  de- 
bated whether  it  was  worth  while  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  sell  the  mineral  lands  of  the  United 
States.  Some  thought  that  on  some  idea  of 
royalty  belonging  to  the  Government,  or  some 
principle  growing  out  of  the  constitutional  right 
to  regulate  its  coinage,  it  ought  to  keep  con- 
trol of  the  preciooa  metals,  and  hence  it  was 


not  advisable  for  the  mines  to  pass  out  of  its 
own  hands  into  the  hands  of  its  people.  Bot 
it  was  argued  that  these  people  were  to  a  great 
extent  nomadic  and  unsettled,  in  one  sectica 
this  year,  and  next  year  in  some  other  place, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  attach  them  to  the  soil, 
so  that  they  would  make  more  permaoent  im- 
provements, and  acquire  for  themselveii  laodi 
which  they  could  improve,  upon  which  they 
could  build  their  little  homes.  Where  agri- 
cultural land  was  connected  with  mining  lands, 
and  these  are  almost  inextricably  intermix^, 
the  miner  would  make  improvements,  caltt- 
vate  his  land,  raise  his  peach  trees  and  pota- 
toes, and  conduct  his  mining  and  &rmiiig  oper- 
ations at  the  same  time,  or  at  different  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  the  result  would  be  a  more 
settled  community,  and  the  creation  of  more 
taxable  property  to  the  benefit  of  both  the 
State  and  General  Governments. 

Now,  although  the  legislation  of  1866  wat 
extremely  imperfect  in  the  machinery,  which 
since  that  time  we  have  been  trying  to  improve 
so  that  it  may  be  easier  for  miners  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  intended  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  law,  yet  it. showed  to 
observers  that  the  system  was  correct,  and  our 
counties  and  sections  have  improved  under  it 
In  1870,  after  a  discussion  here,  participated 
in  by  the  then  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  lAuds,  (Mr.  Julian,)  and  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Hawlet,]  now  sit- 
ting near  me,  and  by  a  large  number  of  other 
members  of  the  House,  we  improved  the 
machinery  of  the  bill  and  extendi  the  prin- 
ciple of  it  to  placer  veins.  Where,  before  that 
time,  there  were  ten  claims  applied  for  l^ 
miners,  under  this  improved  law  there  are  hon- 
dreds  applied  for.  I  speak  knowingly  whereof 
I  have  affirmed. 

The  law  is  now  going  into  general  operation. 
We  are  inducing  miners  to  purchase  their 
claims,  so  that  large  amounts  of  money  are 
thereby  brought  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  causing  the  miners  to  settle  them- 
selves permanently,  to  improve  and  eatablish 
homes,  to  go  down  deeper  in  the  earth,  to  dig 
further  into  the  hills,  and  in  every  way  to 
improve  their  own  condition,  and  to  build  up 
the  communities  and  States  where  they  reside. 
This  bill  simply  oils  the  machinery  a  little ;  it 
does  not  change  the  principles  of  the  law ;  it 
does  not  change  tenures ;  it  simply  provides 
that  testimony  shall  be  more  easily  taken,  fe« 
reduced,  and  generally  deals  with  matters  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  Is  there  ao^  pro 
vision  for  thepreservation  of  existing  ngnts? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    Certainly,  as  foUows: 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  aet  shall  be  eoii- 
stmed  to  enlarge  or  affect  the  rights  of  either  paitr 
in  regard  to  any  property  in  controversy  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  actor  the  aet  entitled  "An 
act  granting  the  right  of  way  to  ditch  and  eanal 
owners  over  the  pablio  lands,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses/' approved  July  26, 1866,  nor  shall  this  aet 
affect  any  right  acquired  under  said  act. 

Then,  there  is  a  special  provision  put  in  at 
the  re(}uest  of  Mr.  Sutro,  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  bill  shall  affect  any  of  his  rights. 
And  if  any  gentleman  can  suggest  anything 
that  will  make  the  matter  stronger,  I  will  have 
it  put  in. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  WUl  the  TK>licy  of  grant- 
ing titles  to  mining  lands  to  inuvidnal  holders 
produce  any  disposition  on  their  part  to  plan 
themselves  withm  the  reach  of  speculators,  so 
that  they  may  obtain  large  quantities  of  these 
mining  lands  and  monopolize  them  7  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman,  as  he  understands  this  sub- 
ject and  I  do  not,  whether  there  has  been  any 
tendency  in  that  direction,  and  whether  hit 
bill  is  so  framed  as  to  prevent  anv  advantage 
being  taken  of  it  for  a  purpose  oi  that  kind? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  1  will  answer  the  genUe- 
man ;  but  in  doing  so  it  will  be  necesaaiy  for 
me  to  make  a  statement    In  ail  kinds  of  miw 
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inff,  inclading  placer  and  quartz,  the  claims 
differ  in  size.  During  the  course  of  twenty 
years  before  the  passaffe  of  the  original  law, 
where  lodes  were  found  to  be  very  deep  in  the 
earth  or  far  io  the  hills,  in  order  to  run  the 
required  tunnel  it  was  necessary  sometimes  to 
consolidate  claims ;  and  claims  were  consolid- 
ated— sometimes  two,  sometimes  three,  some- 
times a  dozen.  Miners  would  thus  consolidate 
their  claims,  which  made  them  of  irregular  sizes, 
and  often  quite  large.  Now,  the  legislation  of 
1866  (and  that  of  1870  conformed  to  it)  pro- 
vided that  claims  existing  at  the  time  of  that 
legislation  might  be  patented  upon  proper 
proof,  no  matter  what  their  extent,  how  large  or 
now  small ;  but  it  is  provided  also  that  after  the 
passage  of  that  legislation  a  certain  size,  which 
this  bill  does  not  vary,  should  be  conformed 
to ;  that  claims  acquired  under  the  mining  law 
should  not  be  more  than  a  certain  size,  which 
I  can  give  the  gentleman  if  he  desires.  Of 
course  it  would  not  do  to  confiscate  a  part  of 
a  claim  because  the  claim  was  large,  when  it 
had  been  made  so,  very  likoly,  either  by  some 
one  investing  capital  under  the  mining  laws, 
or  bj  the  action  of  two  or  three  miners  con- 
curring together  for  the  purpose  of  running  a 
long  tunnel  or  erecting  more  than  ordinarily 
expensive  crushing* works,  or  something  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
California  yield  to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  SARGENT.     Certainly. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not 
examined  this  bill  carefully,  nor  am  I  well 
enough  acquainted  with  the  mining  law  as  it 
now  exists  to  be  able  to  speak  with  precision 
about  it.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  a  bill  so 
general  in  its  provisions  as  this  is  ought  to  con- 
tain some  general  saving  clause,  something 
which  will  go  further  than  the  clause  to  which 
the  gentleman  has  already  referred.  I  propose, 
therefore,  to  add  to  section  fourteen,  which  is 
in  itself  a  general  repealing  clause,  this  sav- 
ing clause :  provided  that  nothing  contained 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  impair  in  any 
way  rights  or  interests  in  mining  property  ac- 
quired under  existing  laws. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that  amendment.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  good 
provision,  and  is  entirelv  compatible  with  the 
general  scope  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Unless  objected  to,  the 
amendment  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Willard  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  now  call  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  queslion  was  seconded  and 
the  mam  question  ordered;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  SARGENT  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JACOB  R.  DAYI8. 

Mr.  'COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Freed- 
men's  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1186) 
for  the  relief  of  Jacob  R.  Davis,  of  Richmond 
county,  Georgia ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  Jacob  R.  Davis,  of  Richmond  county,  Geor- 
gia, $1,500,  whenever  an  appropriation  is  made 
tor  that  purpose,  for  his  services  as  agent  of 
the  Freeamen's  Bureau  for  Richmond  county, 
Georgia,  from  June  1, 1866,  to  June  1,  1867. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  he\n^  eugrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  *  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also  moved 


that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CUOGTAW  AND  CUIOKASAW  FREBDMBN. 

Mr.  COBB,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of  the  fireedmen  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nation,  the  letter  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  referring 
to  the  freed  men  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chicka- 
saw nation,  and  a  letter  of  Edward  Earle  on 
the  same  subject;  all  of  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Freedmen's  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

GKNBKAL  BALLOCH. 

Mr.  HOAR,  from  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion and  Labor,  reported  back  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Secretary  of  War  In  reference 
to  the  suspension  of  General  Balloch,  and 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs ;  which  motion  was.agreed  to. 

BDDCATIONAL  FUND. 

Mr.  PERCE,  from  the  Committe  on  Educa- 
tion and  Labor,  reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1043)  to  establish  an  educational  fnnd,  and 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  eoucation  of  the  people,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  was  read, 
provides  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  are  hereby  forever  consecrated  and  set 
apart  for  the  education  of  the  people. 

The  second  section  provides  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  shall  cause  an  account  to 
be  taken  upon  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year, 
and  ascertain  the  total  receipts  from  the  sale 
or  other  disposition  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  including  all  fees  received  at 
the  general  and  district  land  offices  during 
such  year,  and  the  amount  of  expenditures 
iucurred  or  occasioned  by  the  survey,  sale, 
location,  entry,  or  other  disposition  of  such 
lands,  including  appropriations  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  said  offices  for  said  year,  and  shall 
certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
amount  of  the  net  cash  proceeds  from  the 
sale,  entry,  location,  or  other  disposition  of 
such  lands  as  aforesaid,  after  deducting  such 
expenses  and  expenditures. 

The  third  section  provides  that  upon  the 
receipt  of  such  certificate  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  one  half  the  amount  so 
certified  to  be  invested  in  bonds  of  the  United 
^States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
ceut.  per  annum,  which  said  amount  so  invested 
shall  constitute  a  perpetual  fund  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  to  be  known  as  the 
national  educational  fund :  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  or  beiore  the  Slst  day  of 
July  of  each  year,  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation, the  amount  so  paid  into  the  Treasury 
to  the  credit  of  said  educational  fund,  and  the 
amount  of  said  educational  fund,  the  amount 
of  interest  due  thereon  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  last  preceding  such  certificate. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  provided  by  section  three  of 
the  act,  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
shall  proceed  to  apportion  to  the  several  States 
and  Territories  and  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, upon  the  basis  of  population,  one  half  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
previous  year,  together  with  the  whole  amount 
of  the  income  of  the  said  educational  fund  so 
certified,  such  apportionment  to  be  according 
to  the  last  preceding  general  census  of  the 
United  States. 

The  fiflh  section  provides  that  each  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  and  said  District,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  its  share  of  the  first 
distribution  under  such  apportionment,  which 
shall,  before  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1878,  or 
witJiin  two  months  of  the  first  meeting  of  its 
Legislature  thereafter,  have,  by  its  Legislature, 
engaged  that  it  will  provide  by  law  for  the  ftee 


education  of  all  its  children  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  sixteen  years,  and  will  apply  all 
moneys  which  it  shall  receive  under  this  act  in 
accordance  with  its  conditions. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  a  sum  not 
exceedingfifty  percent,  of  the  amount  received 
from  the  United  States  by  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory, or  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  first 
year  of  such  receipt  by  it,  and  not  exceeding 
the  amount  of  ten  per  cent,  in  any  year 
thereafter,  may  be  applied,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Legislature  thereof,  to  the  maintenance 
of  one  or  more  schools  for  the  instruction  of 
teachers  of  common  schools ;  said  sum,  after 
the  first  year,  to  be  appropriated  wholly  to  th** 
payment  of  teachers  oi  such  schools. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  each  State 
and  Territory  and  said  District  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  its  share  of  every  apportion- 
ment after  the  first  which  shall  have  com- 
plied with  the  following  conditions :  First. 
That  it  shall  have  made  the  provision  for  the 
education  of  its  children  required  in  the  fifth 
section  of  this  act.  Second.  That  it  shall 
have  applied  all  moneys  by  it  previously 
receivea  under  this  act  in  accordance  there- 
with. Third.  That  it  shall,  through  the 
proper  officer  thereof,  for  the  year  ending 
the  80th  day  of  June,  last  preceding  such 
apportionment,  make  full  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  schools  free  to  all  the  children  thereof; 
the  number  of  teachers  employed ;  the  num- 
ber of  school-houses  ownea  and  the  number 
of  school-houses  hired;  the  total  number  of 
children  taught  during  the  year;  the  actual 
daily  attendance,  and  the  actual  number  of 
months  of  the  year  schools  shall  have  been 
maintained  in  each  of  the  several  school 
districts  or  divisions  of  said  State,  Territory, 
or  District,  and  the  amounts  appropriated 
by  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  or  main- 
taining a  system  of  free  public  schools. 

The  eighth  section  proviaes  that  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  September  of  each  year  the 
Commissioner  of  Education  shall  certify  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  to  each  State, 
Territory,  and  District,  whether  it  is  entitled 
to  receive  its  share  of  the  apportionment  under 
this  act,  and  the  amount  of  such  share,  which 
shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 
If  the  Commissioner  shall  withhold  a  certificate 
from  either,  its  share  of  such  apportionment 
shall  be  kept  separate  in  the  Treasury  until 
the  close  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in 
order  that  it  may,  if  it  see  fit,  appeal  to  Con- 
gress from  the  determination  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. If  Congress  shall  not  at  its  next 
session  direct  such  share  to  be  paid,  it  shall  be 
added  to  the  general  educational  fund. 

The  ninth  section  provides  that  the  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  of  each  State 
and  Territory,  and  of  said  District,  or  such 
other  officer  as  shall  by  the  laws  of  such 
State,  Territory,  or  District,  be  required  so  to 
to  do,  shall,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of 
the  certificate  provided  in  section  four,  pro- 
ceed to  apportion  the  amount  so  certified  to 
his  State,  Territory,  or  District,  to  the  sev- 
eral school  districts  therein  which  shall  have 
maintained,  for  at  least  three  months  during 
the  preceding  year,  one  or  more  free  public 
schools  for  aU  the  children  of  such  school  dis- 
trict between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  years, 
which  apportionment  shall  be  upon  the  basis 
of  the  population  of  such  distnct,  or  of  the 
number  of  children  of  school  age  therein,  or 
of  the  attendance  upon  said  schools  during  the 
vear  preceding,  as  may  be  by  law  determined 
by  such  State,  Territory,  or  District,  and  the 
amount  so  apportioned  shall  be  solely  applied 
in  payment  of  teachers*  wages. 

The  tenth  section  provides  that  the  amount 
apportioned  to  the  school  districts  of  any  State 
or  Territory,  or  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  certified  as  herein  provided,  shall  be  paid 
upon  the  warrant  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Education,  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  State,  territorial,  or  District 
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treasnty,  or  to  snch  officer  ns  shall  be  desig- 
nated by  the  lavn  of  such  State,  TRrritoi7,  or 
District  to  receive,  sccoant  for,  and  paj  oTer 
tbe  same  to  the  aeverel  scbool  districts  entitled 
tbereto  under  such  apportionment,  which  treaa- 
Drer  or  officer  Bhall  be  rei^ired  to  report,  on 
or  before  the  30th  da;  of  June  of  eacb  rear, 
to  the  CommiBBioner  of  Education,  a  detailed 
itatement  of  tbe  pajments  made  and  balance 
in  his  hands  wilbbeld,  unclaimed,  or  for  aur 
ciuse  unpaid.  The  term  "school  district 
M  naed  in  tbia  act  shall  inclnde  cities,  towns, 
partahes,  or  such  other  corporations  as  b;  law 
are  clothed  with  power  of  maintainingschools. 
Tbe  eleventh  section  provides  that  in  case 
anv  Stat«  or  Territory  shall  mtiapplf ,  or  allow 
to  W  mioapplied,  or  in  any  manner  nppropri- 
Bted  or  used  other  than  for  tbe  purposes  herein 
required,  (he  finds,  or  any  part  thereof,  re- 
ceived nnder  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  shall 
fail  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein  pre- 
scribed, or  to  report,  as  herein  provided, 
through  its  proper  ofGcerB|  tbe  disposition 
thereof,  soch  State  or  Temtorj  shall  forfeit 
its  right  to  any  sobsequent  apportionment,  by 
virtue  hereof,  until  the  full  amount  so  misap- 
plied, lost,  or  misappropriated  shall  have  been 


have  been  made,  and  all  apporti 
forfeited  and  withheld  shall  be  added  to  and 
become  part  of  the  principal  of  Ibe  educational 
fund  hereby  created,  and  the  officer  or  offi- 
cers, person  or  persons,  so  misapplying,  misap- 
propnatine,  squandering,  or  emoeMbng  such 
funds,  or  knowingly  consenting  thereto,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony,  and,  apon  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  punighed  by  fine  in 
donble  the  amount  so  misapplied,  misappro- 
priated, squandered,  or  cmbeealed,  or  by  im- 
prisonment not  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
three  years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, in  the  discretion  of  the  court;  provided, 
that  the  conditions  herein  prescribed  maj  be 
subject  to  sQch  modificatioA  or  addition  as 
Congress  may  bereafler  deem  necessary  for 
the  better  accomplishment  of  tbe  purposes  of 
this  act. 

Tbe  twelftli  section  provides  that  tbe  circait 
courts  of  the  United  States  shall  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction 'of  all  offenses  committed  against 
^e  provisionsof  this  act,  and  shall  have  power 
and  authority,  by  tbe  proper  writ,  to  compel 
the  performance  of  the  duties  herein  reqaired 
b;  any  officer  herein  meationed,  and  to  re- 
strain any  undue  and  improper  performance 
of  such  duties. 

Mr.  PERCB.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  explain  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUKCHARD.  I  rise  toapointoforder. 
I  do  not  know  what  course  the  gentleman  pro- 
pones to  pursue,  but  I  suggest  that  this  bill 
should  be  considered  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union,  or  in  the 
House  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  very  important  bili. 
I  mn^e  the  point  of  order  that  it  contains  an 
appropriation,  and  therefore  ander  the  rule 
must  have  its  first  consideration  in  tbe  Com- 
mittee ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
_  Mr.  PERCE.  Idonotunderatand thatques- 
tion  can  now  arise,  and  if  there  be  no  objection 
I  will  proceed  to  explain  the  bill.  Then  if  it 
be  the  disponitioa  oi  the  Honse  to  send  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  I  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  BDRCHARD.  It  should  receive  con- 
sideration, section  by  section. 

TheSPEAEBR.    Doesthegentlemanfrom 
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make  the  point  of  order  that  the  bill 
,n  appropriation? 
Mr  NIBLACK.    I  will  raake  that  point  of 


makes  an  appropri 
LIBLACK. 


The  SPEAKER.  Thegeotlemanfrom  Indi- 
ana wit!  please  point  ont  the  portion  ofthe  bill 
which  mattes  an  appropriation.  If  it  does 
make  an  appropriation  it  most  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  BDRCHARD.     I  hold  that  section  ten 


makes  an appropriatioD  ;  tbatsectionproTidi 
as  follows : 
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pa^manti  miule  and  balanoo  Id  hia  bauds  wllbbsld, 
unolaimad,  --' ■•' 

TheSPEAEER.    The  Cbairholdatbatthat 
does  not  come  within  the  rules  of  the  House, 
otherwise  no  land  grants  of  any  kind  whatever 
could  be  considered  in  the  House.     Tbeobjec- 
tion  to  considering  a  bill  in  the  Eonse,  and 
which  would  send  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  is  that  provision  which  lakes  money 
now  in  the  Treasury  ofthe  United  States  out 
of  it.     This  is  the  setting  apart  of  the  public 
land*  for  tbe  fatnre,  tbe  sale  of  which  is  to 
create  a  certain  sum,  and  section  ten  indicates 
how  that  sum  shall  be  disbursed.     It  is  ii 
within  the  nature  of  the  parliamentary  law, 
appropriation   bill,   and  the  Chair  does  n 
therefore,  sniitain  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BUBCHARD.  The  Chatrsuggests  that 
this  is  a  fnnd  not  in  the  Treasury,  (tat  to  be 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not   now    in    the 

Mr.  BURCHARD.  It  is  now  by  law  in  the 
Treasury,  onlil  from  year  to  year  taken  from 
the  Treasary  by  act  olCongress.  This  section 
fixes  the  mode  by  which  this  money  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  tbe  future.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  a  direct  affirmative  appro- 
priation ofthe  moneys  in  tbe  TreasoTT,  or  of 
moneys  which  may  come  into  the  Treasury 
berealter  from  tbe  sale  of  public  lands. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  bill  proposes  to  de- 
vote the  public  lands  ofthe  United  States  here- 
aller  to  educational  purposes  as  provided  in 
tbe  first  section,  and  the  remainder  of  the  hilt 
provides  tbe  machinery  to  carry  that  into  effect, 
making  the  United  States  the  custodian  of 
the  funds  for  which  the  public  lands  shall  be 
•old.  The  Chair  cannot  see  how  nnder  any 
rule  of  tbe  House  it  can  be  considered  as  an 
«ppTDp nation  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Let  me  adt  a  parliament- 
ary queetton. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Ohair  is  glad  to  hear 
■oy  suggestion. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  This  bill,  it  is  true,  does 
not  make  an  appropriation,  and  I  think  tbe 
Chair  is  correcE  in  his  ruling ;  bat  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  bill  does  not  require  fur- 
ther Icfiislation  when  we  shall  have  arrived  at 
a  knowledge  of  the  amount  received  into  the 
TreasuiT  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  7 

The  SPEAKER.  That,  the  Chur  appre- 
hends, is  in  the  nature  of  argament,  which  the 
Chair  cannot  participate  in. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  understood  the  Chair 
to  rule  that  this  is  not  an  appropriation  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  that  it 
is  not  an  appropriation,  because  it  does  not 
take  out  of  the  Treasury  of  tbe  United  States 
a  single  dollar  now  in  it. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Myinquiry,  than,  is  this: 
if  this  be  not  an  appropriation,  would  not  far- 
ther legislation  be  required,  in  the  nature  of 
an  appropriation  bill,  to  carry  it  ont? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
impression  that  there  would ;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [hir.  Rakdall]  is  well 
aware  that  this  is  a  legislative  rather  than  a 
parliamentaiTpoint. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  BoTLEn]  to  offer  an 
amendment, 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tenuessea.    I  offer  the 
fbllowini;  amendment ; 
In  lactioii  four,  Una  aiz,  altar  tbe  word  "  papula- 


tion/* add  tbs  foltowincworda:  "ofthe  said  BtaM 
■nd  Territorlei.  b«tw«ni  the  acM  o  tfonrmnd  twmitj- 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  do  not  know  if  I  en- 
tirely apprehend  the  scope  of  the  ameadment 
of  my  colleague,  which  relates  to  ths  ennm- 
eratioQ  of  the  scholastic  population,  and  is 
intended  to  inclade  all  between  the  acbolaatie 
ages.  I  would  suggest  that  four  is  too  yoang, 
and  that  six  would  be  better- 
Mr.  PERCE.  I  would  snggest  to  Iheeentle- 
man  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Hatkakdj  that  lbs 
rule  in  different  States  in  this  respect  is  vari- 
ous, and  that  many  of  the  States  in  enumerat- 
ing the  school  Dopnlation  includtt  the  a(«s 
between  four  and  twenty-one. 

LiaiSLATIVI,  no.,  APPKOPEIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  morning 
hour  having  expired,  I  move  to  proceed  to 
business  on  tbe  Speaker's  table ;  and  pcDding 
that,  I  move  that  tbe  rales  be  suspended,  ubH 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  and  proceed  to  the  consideratJoB 
of  tbe  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
Judicial  expenses  of  the  Qovemment  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  otber  pur- 
poses. And  pending  that  motion,  I  move  that 
all  general  debate  on  the  bill,  when  the  came 
shall  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
shall  be  limited  to  one  hour  and  a  half 

The  motion  to  limit  the  debate  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  qaestion  was  upon  suspending  tho  rulea ; 
and  being  taken,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Accorchngly  the  rules  were  suspended  j  and 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Wheeler  in  tbe  cfaair,) 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideratioo  of  House 
bill  No.  lOCO,  making  appropriations  for  the 
legislative,  executive,  ana  judicial  expenses  of 
tbe  Government  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30, 
1873,  and  for  other  pnrposes- 

The  CHAIRMA^(.  By  order  of  the  House, 
all  general  debate  apon  this  bill  baa  been  lim- 
ited to  ons  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  aak  that  tbt 
first  reading  of  this  bill  be  dispensed  with. 

There  was  no  objection^  and  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  bill  was  accordingly  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  opening  the  discussion  of  this  bill  I  realize 
the  diffica  I  ties  which  at  all  times  attend  tbe 
work  of  making  appropriations  for  carrying 
on  this  Government.  But  there  are  more  than 
ordinary  difficulties  attending  the  work  of  a 
chairman  who  succeeds  to  a  position  which 
has  beeu'  so  adomed  ai  has  the  chairmanship 
of  theCommittee  on  Appropriations  during  tbe 
last  two  years.  The  most  I  can  now  venture 
is  toexpresa  the  hope  that  by  the  generous  aid 
of  my  colleagues  on  the  commiitee  and  tbe 
support  of  the  House  I  may  be  able  to  follow,  at 
a  humble  distance,  in  the  path  he  has  traveled. 

I  would  not  occupy  any  time  this  morning 
in  the  preliminary  discussion  of  this  bill  ex- 
cept for  the  fact  that  this  general  appropriar 
tioa  bill,  more  than  any  other  of  the  eleven 
which  will  come  before  the  House,  embraces 
in  its  scone  nearly  the  whole  civil  establiab- 
ment  of  tbe  Government.  Tho  ^proval  of 
this  bill  is,  in  a  certain  sense,  the  approval  of 
the  whole  system  to  which  the  other  appropri- 
ations will  refer.  If  our  general  plan  of  ap- 
propriations ought  to  be  attacked  tbia  ia  the 
place  to  begin.  If  they  have  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  being  in  the  main  what  they  are,  that 
sufficient  reason  can  be  giveu  for  the  passage 
of  this  bill  substantially  as  it  stands  in  the 
print  before  us.  I  therefore  bes  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  while  I  call  atteu- 
tion  to  a  few  questions  which  have  arisen  in 
my  mind  during  the  study  I  have  given  tbia 
subject 

And  first  of  all  I  will  consider  what  part 
expenditures  play  in  the  affairs  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  IS  difficult  to  discuti  expendi- 
tures comprehensively  without  discoaaiug  "l-w 
the  reveouei}  but  1  shikll  on  f" 
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Allnde  to  the  revennes  only  on  a  single  point 
Revenue  and   Uie   expenditure   of   revenue 
form  by  far  the  most  important  element  in 
the  fl;ovemment  of  modem  nations.     Reve- 
nue is  not,  as  some  one  has  said,  the  friction 
of  a  Government,  but  rather  its  motive  power. 
Without  it  the  machinery  of  Government  can- 
not move,  and  by  it  all  the  movements  of  a 
Government  are  regulated.    The  expenditure 
of  revenue  forms  the  grand  level  from  which 
all  heights  and  depths  of  legislative  action  are 
measured.  The  increase  and  diminution  of  the 
burdens  of  taxation  depend  alike  upon  their 
relation  to  this  level  ot  expenditures.     That 
level  once  given,  all  other  policies  must  con- 
form to  it  and  be  determined  by  it.     The  ex- 
penditure and  distribution  of  revenue^  there- 
fore, form  the  best  test  of  the  health,  the  wis- 
dom, and  the  virtue  of  a  Government.    Is  a 
Government  corrupt,  that  corruption  will  inev- 
itably, sooner  or  later,  show  itself  at  the  door 
of  the  treasury  in  demands  for  expenditures. 
There  is  scarcely  a  conceivable  form  of  cor- 
ruption or  public  wrons;  that  does  not  at  last 
present  itself  at  the  cashier's  desk  and  demand 
payment.    The    Legislature,    therefore,   that 
stands  at  the  cashier's  desk  and  watches  with  its 
Argus  eyes  the  demands  for  payment  over  the 
counter  is  most  certain  to  see  all  the  forms 
of  public  rascality.    At  that  place,  too,  we  may 
feel  the  nation's  pulse;   we  may  determine 
whether  it  is  in  the  delirium  of  fever  or  whether 
the  currents  of  its  life  are  flowing  with  the 
steady  throbbings  of  health.    What  could  have 
torn  down  tbe  gaudy  fabric  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernment of  France  so  effectually  as  the  simple 
expedient  of  compiling  and  publishing  a  bal- 
ance-sheet of  the  expenditures  of  Napoleon's 
Government,  as  compared  with  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  fifteen  years  which  preceded  his 
reien?    The  quiet  student  of  finance  exhib- 
itea  tbe  fact  that  during  fifleen  years  of  Napo- 
leon's reign  he  had  increased  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government  by  the  enormous  total  of 
$850,000,000  in  gold  per  annum.     Much  of 
tuis  vast  sum  had  been  covered  up  under  various 
forms  of  statement,  but  the  merciless  arith- 
metician stripped  on  the  covering  and  showed 
the  yawning,  bottomless  gulf  into  which  France 
was  rushing  to  certain  and  inevitable  ruin.  Ere 
long  she  took  the  fatal  plunge.    She  had  kept 
on  a  fair  exterior,  but  all  the  while  the  solid 
foundations  of  her  strength  were  being  honey- 
combed through  and  through  by  extravagance 
and  corruption  in  her  finances;  and  at  last  she 
went  down  in  the  smoke  and  desolation  of  war. 
It  was  only  the  crashing  through  of  the  worth- 
less fabric  that  was  readv  to  perish  when  the 
occasion  should  come.     We  have  seen  in  some 
of  our  own  municipal  governments,  and  per- 
haps in  some  of  our  State  governments,  the 
same  process  going  on,  which,  if  not  arrested, 
must  ultimately  bring  them  to  a  fate  hardly 
less  deplorable. 

Such,  in  my  view,  are  the  relations  which 
the  expenditures  of  the  revenue  sustain  to  the 
honor  and  safety  of  the  nation.  How,  then, 
shall  they  be  regulated  ?  By  what  gauge  shall 
we  determine  the  amount  of  revenue  that 
ought  to  be  expended  by  a  nation  ?  This  ques- 
tion is  full  of  difficulty,  and  I  can  hope  to  do 
little  more  than  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  in 
tbe  direction  of  its  solution. 

And,  first,  I  remark  that  the  mere  amount 
of  the  appropriation  is  in  Itself  no  test.  To 
say  that  this  Government  is  expending  $292,- 
000,000  a  year,  may  be  to  say  that  we  are  penu- 
rious and  niggardly  in  our  expenditures,  or 
may  be  to  say  that  we  are  lavish  and  prodi- 
gal. There  must  be  some  means  of  relative 
judgment,  some  test  by  which  we  can  determ- 
me  whether  our  expenditures  are  reasonable 
or  exorbitant.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  two 
tests  can  be  applied. 

The  first  and  most  important  is  the  relation 
of  expenditure  to  the  population.  In  some 
ratio  corresponding  to  the  increase  of  popu- 
ladon  it  may  be  reasonable  to  increase  its  ex- 
penditores.    This  is  the  test  usually  applied 


in  Europe.  For  instance,  in  a  table  I  have 
before  me  of  the  expenditures  of  the  British 
Government  for  the  last  twenty- two  years,  I 
find  the  statement  made  over  against  the 
annual  average  of  each  year  of  the  expend- 
iture per  eapSa  of  the  population.  No  doubt 
that  test  is  valuable,  cut  how  shall  it  be 
applied?  Shall  the  increase  of  expenditures 
keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  population? 
We  know  that  population  tends  to  increase  in 
a  geometrical  ratio,  at  a  per  cent,  compounded 
annuallv.  If  the  normal  increase  of  expend- 
itures rollows  the  same  law,  we  might  look 
forward  to  the  future  with  alarm.  It  is  mani- 
fest, however,  that  the  necessity  of  expend- 
itures does  not  keep  pace  with  the  mere  in- 
crease of  numbers ;  and  while  the  total  sum  of 
moneys  expended  must  necessarily  be  greater 
from  jeAT  to  year,  the  amount  per  capita 
ought  in  all  well  regulated  Governments  in 
time  of  peace  to  grow  gradually  less. 

But  in  a  country  like  ours  there  is  another 
element  besides  population  that  helps  to  de- 
termine the  movement  of  expenditures.  That 
element  can  hardly  be  found  in  any  other 
country  than  ours.  It  is  the  increase  and  set- 
tlement of  our  territory,  the  organic  increase 
of  the  nation  by  the  addition  of  new  States. 
To  begin  with  the  original  thirteen  States,  and 
gauge  expenditure  till  now  by  the  increase  of 
population  alone,  would  be  manifestly  incor- 
rect. But  the  fact  that  there  have  been  added 
twenty-four  States,  and  that  we  now  have  nine 
Territories,  not  including  Alaska,  brings  a  new 
and  important  element  into  the  calculation. 
It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  effect  of  that 
element  upon  expenditures.  But  if  we  exam- 
ine our  own  expenditures  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Govern nient  it  will  appear  that  every 
great  increase  of  settled  territory  has  very  con- 
siderably added  to  the  expenditures. 

If  these  reflections  be  just,  it  will  follow  that 
the  ordinary  movement  of  our  expenditures 
depends  upon  the  action  of  two  forces:  first, 
the  natural  growth  of  population,  and  second, 
the  extension  of  our  territory  and  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  our  States.  Some  day,  no 
doubt — and  I  hope  at  no  distant  day — we  shall 
have  reached  the  limit  of  territorial  expansion. 
I  hope  we  hafe  reached  it  now,  except  to 
enlarge  the  number  of  the  States  within  our 
borders;  and  when  we  have  settled  our  unoc- 
cupied lands,  when  we  have  laid  down  the 
fixed  and  certain  boundaries  of  our  country, 
then  the  movement  of  our  expenditure  in  time 
of  peace  will  be  remitted  to  the  operation  of 
the  one  law,  the  increase  of  population.  That 
law,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  is  not  an 
increase  by  a  per  cent,  compounded  annually, 
but  by  a  per  cent,  that  decreases  annually.  No 
doubt  the  expenditures  will  always  increase 
from  year  to  year;  but  they  ought  not  to 
increase  by  the  same  per  cent,  from  year  to 
year ;  the  percent,  of  increase  ought  gradually 
to  grow  less. 

In  England,  for  example,  where  the  terri- 
tory is  fixed,  and  they  are  remitted  to  the  sin- 
gle law  of  increase  of  ]>opulation,  their  in- 
crease of  expenditure  during  the  last  twenty- 
two  years  of  peace  has  been  only  about  one 
and  three  quarters  per  cent,  compounded  an- 
nually. I  believe  nobody  has  made  a  very 
careful  estimate  of  the  rate  in  our  country ; 
we  have  been  too  irregular  in  that  respect. 
But  a  gentleman  who  hf^  given  much  attention 
to  the  subject  expressed  to  me  the  belief  that 
we  have  been  increasing  our  expenditures  in 
the  time  of  peace  about  eight  per  cent,  com- 
pounded annually.  I  can  hardly  believe  that, 
yet  I  am  sure  that  somewhere  between  that  rate 
and  the  English  rate  will  be  found  our  rate  of 
increase  in  times  of  peace.  I  am  aware  that 
such  estimates  as  these  are  unsatisfactory,  and 
that  nothing  short  of  the  actual  test  of  expe- 
rience can  determine  the  movements  of  our 
expenditures;  but  these  suggestions,  which 
have  resulted  from  some  study  of  the  subject, 
I  offer  for  the  reflections  of  those  who  care  to 
follow  them  out 


Thus  far  I  have  considered  the  expend- 
itures that  arise  in  times  of  peace.  Any 
view  of  this  subject  would  be  incomplete  >f 
it  did  not  include  a  consideration  of  the  effect 
of  war  upon  the  national  expenditures.  I 
have  been  speaking  of  what  the  rate  ought 
to  be  in  time  of  peace,  for  the  civil  manage- 
ment proper  of  the  country.  We  come  now 
for  a  moment  to  consider  the  effect  of  the  rate 
of  increase  of  expenditures  that  war  brings. 
And  here  we  are  confronted  with  that  anarchic 
element,  the  plague  of  nations,  which  Jeremy 
Bentham  called  **  mischief  on  the  largest  scale.'' 
After  the  fire  and  blood  of  the  battle-fields  have 
disappeared,  nowhere  does  war  show  its  de- 
stroying power  so  certainly  and  so  relentlessly 
as  in  the  columns  which  represent  the  taxes 
and  expenditures  of  the  nation.  Let  me  illus- 
trate this  by  two  examples. 

In  1792,  the  year  preceding  the  commence- 
ment of  the  great  wars  of  England  against 
Napoleon,  the  expenditures  of  Great  Britain 
were  less  than  twenty  million  pounds  sterling. 

During  the  twenty- four  years  that  elapsed, 
from  the  commencement  of  that  wonderfnl 
series  of  struggles  until  its  close  at  Waterloo, 
in  1816,  the  expenditures  rose  by  successive 
bounds,  until,  in  one  year  near  tbe  close  of 
the  war,  it  reached  the  enormous  sum  of 
£106,760,000. 

Tbe  enormous  increase  of  the  public  debt, 
added  to  the  natural  growth  of  the  country, 
made  it  impossible  for  England  ever  to  reach 
its  old  level  of  expenditure.  It  took  twenty- 
years  after  Waterloo  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
tures £77,760,000,  the  average  annual  expendi- 
tures of  the  second  decade  of  the  century  to 
£46,760,000,  the  expenditure  for  1886. 

This  last  figure  was  the  lowest  which  Eng- 
land has  known  during  the  century.  Then 
followed  nearly  forty  years  of  peace,  from 
Waterloo  to  the  Crimean  war  in  1864.  The 
figures  for  that  period  may  be  taken  to  repre- 
sent the  natural  growth  of  expenditures  in 
England.  During  that  period  the  expenditures 
increased,  in  a  tolerably  uniform  ratio,  from 
£45,760,000,  the  amount  for  1886,  to  about 
fifty-one  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  the  average  for  the  five  years  end- 
ing 1858-54,  This  increase  was  about  four  mil- 
lion dollars  of  our  money  per  annum.  Then 
came  the  Crimean  war  of  1854  to  1866,  during 
the  year  of  which  the  expenditures  rose  to 
£84,600,000. 

Again,  as  afler  the  Napoleonic  war,  it  re- 
quired several  years  for  the  expenditures  of 
the  kingdom  to  get  down  to  the  new  level  of 
peace,  which  level,  of  course,  was  higher  than 
that  of  the  former  peace. 

During  the  last  ten  years  the  expenditures 
are  again  gradually  increasing;  the  average 
for  the  six  years  ending  with  1871  being 
£68,760,000. 

As  the  second  example  of  the  effect  of  war 
on  the  movement  of  national  expenditures,  I 
call  attention  to  our  own  history  in  this  regard. 

Considering  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government,  exclusive  of  payments  on  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  the 
average  may  be  e-tated  thus : 

Beginning  with  1791,  the  last  decade  of  the 
eighteenth  century  showed  an  annual  average 
of  $8,760,000.  During  the  first  decade  of 
the  present  century  the  average  was  nearly 
$6,500,000.  Or,  commencing  with  1791,  there 
followed  twenty  years  of  peace,  during  which 
the  annual  average  of  ordinary  expenditures 
had  more  than  doubled.  Then  followed  four 
years,  from  1812  to  1815,  inclusive,  in  which 
the  war  with  England  swelled  tbe  average  to 
$25,600,000.  Daring  the  five  years  succeed- 
ing that  war  the  average  was  $16,600,000; 
and  it  was  not  until  1821  that  the  new  level 
of  peace  was  reached.  During  the  five  years,, 
from  1820  to  1826,  inclusive,  the  annual  aver- 
age was  $11,600,000.  From  1826  to  1880  it 
was  $18,000,000.  Prom  1880  to  1886  it  was 
$17,000,000.  From  1885  to  1840,  in  which 
period   occurred  the  Seminole  war,  it  was 
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$80,500,000.  From  1840  to  1846  it  was 
$27,000,000.  From  1845  to  1850,  in  the  latter 
part  of  which  period  the  expensea  for  the  Mex- 
ican war  came  in,  it  waa  $40,500,000.  From 
1850  to  1855  it  was  $47,500,000.  From  1855 
to  June  30,  1861,  it  was  $67,000,000.  From 
Jane  30,  1861,  to  June  30, 1866,  $713,750,000, 
and  from  June  30, 1866,  to  June  30, 1871,  the 
annual  average  was  $189,000,000. 

It  is  interesting  to  inquire  how  far  we  may 
reasonably  expect  to  go  in  the  descending 
scale  before  we  reach  the  new  level  of  peace. 
We  have  already  seen  that  it  took  England 
twenty  years  after  Waterloo  before  she  reached 
such  a  level.  Our  own  experience  has  been 
peculiar  in  this,  that  our  people  have  been 
impatient  of  debt,  and  have  always  determ- 
inedly set  about  the  work  of  reducing  it 

Throughout  our  history  there  has  been  a 
curious  uniformity  in  the  movement  of  the 
annual  expenditures  for  the  years  immediately 
following  our  wars.  We  have  not  the  data  to 
determine  how  long  it  was  after  the  war  of 
independence  before  the  current  expenditures 
ceased  to  decrease,  that  is,  before  the^  reached 
the  point  where  the  natural  growth  of  expendi- 
tures more  than  balanced  Uie  tendency  to  re- 
duction of  war  expenditure,  but  in  the  year 
immediately  following  all  our  subsecjuent  wars 
the  decrease  has  contmued  for  a  penod  almost 
exactly  twice  the  length  of  the  war  itself. 

After  the  war  of  1812-15,  the  expenditures 
continued  to  decline  for  eight  years,  reaching 
the  lowest  point  in  1823. 

After  the  Seminole  war,  which  ran  through 
three  years,  1836,  1837,  and  1838,  the  new 
level  was  not  reached  until  1844,  six  years 
after  its  close. 

After  the  Mexican  war,  which  lasted  two 
years,  it  took  four  years,  until  1852,  to  reach 
the  new  level  of  peace. 

It  is  perhaps  unsafe  to  base  our  calculations 
for  the  future  on  these  analogies ;  but  the  wars 
already  referred  to  have  been  of  such  varied 
character,  and  their  financial  effects  have  been 
so  uniform,  as  to  make  it  not  unreasonable  to  ex- 

fect  that  a  similar  result  will  follow  our  late  war. 
f  so,  the  decrease  of  our  ordinary  expenditures, 
exclusive  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  will  continue  until  1875  or  1876. 
It  will  be  seen  by  an  analysis  of  our  current 
expenditures,  that,  exclusive  of  charges  on  the 
public  debt,  nearly  fifty  million  dollars  are 
expenditures  directly  for  the  late  war,  and 
many  of  them  will  not  again  appear,  such  as 
the  bounty  and  back  pay  of  volunteer  soldiers 


and  payment  of  illegal  captures  of  British  ves* 
sets  and  cargoes.  We  may  reasonably  expect 
that  the  expenditures  for  pensions  will  here- 
after steadily  decrease,  unless  our  legislation 
should  be  unwarrantably  extrava^nt.  We 
may  also  expect  a  large  decease  in  expend- 
itures for  the  internal  revenue  department. 
Possibly,  we  may  ultimately  be  able  to  abolish 
the  department  altogether.  In  the  account- 
ing and  disbursing  bureaus  of  the  Treasury 
Department  we  may  also  expect  a  further 
reduction  of  the  force  now  employed  in  set- 
tling war  claims. 

We  cannot  expect  so  rapid  a  reduction  of 
the  public  debt  and  its  burden  of  interest  as 
we  have  witnessed  for  the  last  three  years ;  but 
the  reduction  will  doubtless  continue,  and  will 
constantly  decrease  the  public  burden.  I  know 
it  is  not  safe  to  attempt  to  forecast  the  future, 
but  I  venture  to  express  the  belief  that  if  peace 
continues  the  year  1876  will  witness  our  ordin- 
ary expenditures,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt, 
reduced  to  $125,000,000,  and  the  interest  on 
our  public  debt  to  $95,(ji00,000 ;  making  our 
total  expenditures,  exclusive  of  payment  on 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  $230,000,000. 
Judging  from  the  experience  of  our  own  and 
of  other  nations,  we  may  not  hope  thereafter 
to  reach  a  lower  figure.  In  making  this  esti- 
mate I  have  assumed  that  there  wiU  be  a  con- 
siderable reduction  of  the  burdens  of  taxation, 
and  a  revenue  not  nearly  in  so  great  excess  of 
the  expei^ditures  as  we  now 'have. 

The  movement  of  our  public  debt  mav 
be  thus  summarily  stated :  commencing  with 
January  1, 1789,  we  had  a  debt  of  $75,000,000. 
It  took  twenty-one  years  to  reduce  its  bulk  to 
$45,000,000,  the  ngure  which  was  reached 
in  1812.  The  war  with  England  raised  it  to 
$127,000,000,  where  it  stood  in  1816.  It  took 
twenty  years  more  to  pay  it  off.  The  war  with 
Mexico  left  us  with  a  debt  of  $68,000,000,  and 
it  took  ten  years  to  reduce  it  to  $28,500,000, 
the  lowest  point  it  has  ever  reached  since  1846. 
The  debt  of  our  late  war  reached  its  stupend- 
ous maximum  on  31st  July,  1865.  In  the  six 
and  a  half  years  that  have  since  elapsed  we 
have  reduced  it  by  the  sum  of  $556,500,000, 
which  is  a  reduction  of  twenty  and  a  half  per 
cent,  of  its  whole  amount.  Unring  that  time 
we  have  also  reduced  the  amount  of  annual 
interest  on  the  debt  by  $42,500,000. 

I  subjoin  a. table  prepared  at  the  Treasury 
DefAirtment,  which  exhibits,  in  successive 
years,  the  recent  movement  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt: 


Statement  of  reduction  of  public  debt,  inlerett  charge,  and  Treaeury  bcUaneee, 


T)fl.iA 

Amount  of 

the  principal 

of  public 

debt. 

Balance  in  Treasury. 

Total 
Treasury 
balance. 

Debt  less 
cash. 

Yearly 

interest 

charged. 

J^ttliV. 

Gold. 

Currency. 

July  31. 1865.  (mazimnm)... 
March  1.1869 ^ 

12.872.734.908 
2,606.994.694 
2.407,174.246 
2.353.211.332 

*2,326,710,016 

$35,337,858 
98,741.261 

103.174.209 

96.683,900 

111.432.826 

$81,401,775 

16.853,529 

20,854.606 

9,533.363 

15.861.493 

$116,739,633 
115.694.790 
124,028.815 
106,217.263 

tlZ7.294,319 

$2,755,995,275 
2.491,399,904 
2.283,145.431 
2,246,994,069 
2,199,415,697 

$151,832,051 
126.389,550 
114,852.069 
111.439.385 

March  1.' 1871 - 

July  1. 1871 „ 

July  1. 1872 

109,223.622 

$556,579,578 

$42,608,329 

*  RedncUon  since  July  31, 1865,$546,024.892. 

This  rapid  reduction  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  our  public  debt  tends  also  to 
strengthen  the  hope  that  for  three  or  four 
years  to  come  our  expenditures  may  continue 
to  decrease.  It  would  be  happy,  indeed,  if  we 
might  also  hope  that  when  the  nation  again 
begins  the  ascent  it  will  be  up  the  beautiful 
slope  where  no  sign  of  war  shall  come  for 
many  long  jst^-  If  so,  the  ascent  will  be 
gradual  and  gentleT^ftft^  *" 
of  that  highway  along  Wuiuo-t^ 
move  upward  and  forever  upwai 
career  of  glory  and  prosperity 
forever  borne  in  mind  that  the 


j  will  mark  the  course 

nation  shall 

its  grand 

ut  let  it  be 

jirhich  wit- 

,nd  more 


day^ 


nesses  a  new  war  increases  more  T^**  ™°''® 
Heavily  than  ever  the  calamities  of  P**  P^*' 


t  Increase  over  July  31. 1865,  $10,554,688. 

For  the  burdens  of  the  past  are  mainly  the 
burdens  of  war,  and  there  is  a  point  to  which 
a  national  debt  may  raise  when  its  people  lose 
heart  and  grow  hopeless  under  the  burden. 
Conceding  to  England  all  her  wealth,  all  her 

Sreatness,  and  all  her  glory,  still  one  fact  in 
er  history  is  so  full  of  gloomy  portent  that  I 
have  never  been  able  to  understand  how  her 
statesmen  could  look  upon  it  without  the  pro- 
fonndest  alarm.  It  would  seem  that  all  hope 
of  paying  offi  or  even  of  considerably  reducing 
her  public  debt,  is  extinguished  in  the  minds 
of  her  people.  The  last  attempt  in  that  direc- 
tion was  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, Mr.  Gladstone,  in  his  b  udget  speech 
of  1866.     After  affirming  that  nine  leading 


nations  of  Europe  had  incurred  a  debt  of  no 
less  than  XI, 500,000,000  sterling  during  the 
last  twenty -five  years,  and  'that,  too,  in  a 
time  of  very  general  peace,  he  said  that  Amer- 
ica was  the  only  great  nation  of  the  world 
that  was  now  considerably  reducing  her  debt 
Then  referring  to  the  British  debt,  he  said : 

*' At  the  close  of  the  war  acrainst  France  in  1815. 
the  British  debt  was  £902,264.000.    On  the  5Ui  Jan- 
uary,  1854.  it  was  £800.515,000.    *  From  1815  to  ISSL 
there  were  nearly  forty  years  of  the  most  profouM 
tranquillity  ever  known  in  this  country."       *      * 
*       *       "The  rate  of  decrease  dunnir  that  period 
was  £2.609,000  per  annum."       ••••••! 

do  not  believe  if  we  take  the  whole  yean  of  peace 
since  1815,  that  the  average  reduction  would  reaek 
£3,000,000.  If  ever  we  should  become  involved  in 
any  great  and  protracted  war,  we  must  expect  to  see 
the  debt  increase  at  about  ten  times  the  annual  rate 
by  which  we  reduce  it  in  time  of  peace." 

In  order  to  judge  more  accurately  of  the 
future  of  our  expenditures,  I  ask  attention  to 
an  analysis  of  those  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 
In  doing  so  I  will  venture  a  criticism  on  the 
form  in  which  the  records  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures are  presented  to  us  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  prepar- 
ing the  analysis  which  I  shall  present  I  noti^ 
several  items  which  I  cannot  regard  as  nai 
expenditures,  nor  have  they  ever  in  fkci  been 
receipts  of  the  Government. 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury it  is  stated  that  the  expenditures  for  the 
past  year  ending  June  30,  1871,  amounted  to 
two  hundred  ana  ninety-two  million  and  some 
odd  thousand  dollars. 

Now,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  several  items  included  in  that  $292,000,000 
which  seem  to  me  should  not  be  counted  in 
an  exhibit  of  what  it  costs  to  run  the  Govern- 
ment. For  instance,  in  exchanging  the  coin 
in  the  Treasury  for  outstanding  bonds,  Uie 
premium  on  the  coin  is  set  down  as  revenue, 
and  the  premium  on  the  bonds  purchased  is  set 
down  as  an  expenditure.  Of  course  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  ought  to  show  these  transac- 
tions in  full ;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
the  two  amounts  should  go  to  swell  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Govern menL  llie 
one  is  not  revenue  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of 
that  term,  nor  is  it  expenditure.  Yet  here, 
on  pages  3  and  5  of  the  tables  appended  to 
the  Secretary's  report,  are  set  down  as  pre- 
miums on  sales  of  coin,  nearly  nine  miluoB 
dollars,  and  as  premiums  paid  on  purchaw 
of  bonds,  a  little  more  than  nine  millions. 
It  seems  to  me  the  figures  presented  to  the 
country  ought  to  be  different  oetween  the  two 
sums  as  part  of  the  expense  of  managing  the 
national  debt.  That  difference,  we  find,  is 
only  $123,954;  yet  by  this  record  the  Gov- 
ernment is  charged  with  having  expended 
$9,000,000  for  that  purpose. 

Here  is  another  item.  I  understand  that 
when  a  ship  arrives  in  port,  and  the  mer- 
chant desires  to  get  his  goods  at  once,  he 
makes  a  deposit  at  the  custom-house  of  a  sum 
larger  than  the  amount  of  tariff,  and  that  when 
the  amount  of  duty  ascertained  is  collected 
there  is  to  be  a  sum  returned  to  him.  Now, 
all  the  sums  paid  back  to  merchants  in  this 
way,  sums  which  never  belonged  to  the  Treas- 
ury, never  were  revenue,  in  fact  are  charged  ai 
expenditures.  On  page  4,  under  the  head- 
ing; of  *'  miscellaneous  expenditures,**  I  find 
this  entry :  '^  refunding  excess  of  deposits  for 
unascertained  duties,  $1,787,266  59.'' 

There  is  another  item,  which  gentlemen  who 
care  to  follow  these  remarks,  will  also  find  oa 
page  4.  When  imported  goods  are  reexported 
a  drawback  is  allowed  to  the  full  amount  of  the 
duty.  In  many  cases  the  duty  does  not  come 
into  the  Treasury  at  all,  and  of  course  the 
canceling  of  the  duty  is  not  a  payment  out 
of  the  Treasury.  That  sum  should  neither  be 
reckoned  as  expenses  nor  as  receipts ;  but  yet 
$978,358  of  **  debenture  drawbacks  under  the 
customs  laws''  are  set  down  among  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  last  fiscal  year.  Yet  both  this  and 
the  preceding  item  are  set  down  as  a  part  of 
the  cost  of  collecting  the  customs  revenoe. 
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manent  appropriations  include  the  pablic  debt 
in  its  various  forms  and  some  other  forms  of 
charges,  which  we  6nd  will  be  reduced  about 
nine  millions  from  the  amount  appropriated 
last  year.  The  amount  for  the  6scal  year  1871 
was  $183,302,243;  the  amount  for  the  fiscal 
year  1872  estimated  at  $163,601,861 ;  the 
amount  for  the  fiscal  year  1878  estimated  at 
$164,961,237. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Will  thegentleman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  right  here  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Will  the  gentleman 
state  how  that  compares  with  the  estimates 
firom  the  Treasury  Department? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  the 
figure,  but  do  not  see  it  at  this  moment:  I 
cannot,  therefore,  state  it  with  accuracy.  The 
appropriations  of  the  same  character  as  those 
contained  in  this  bill  were  last  year  $20,772,000. 
The  estimates  for  the  bill  of  this  year,  which 
is  exactly  the  counterpart  of  that  of  lust 
year,  were  about  $20,100,000.  The  bill  now 
pending  appropriates  $2,836,000  less  than 
the  biu  of  last  year,  and  $3,000,000  less 
than  asked  for  in  the  estimates  of  this  year. 
Now,  it  is  due  to  the  committee  of  last  year 
that  I  should  say  I  claim  no  merit  for  the^ 
whole  of  that  amount  of  reduction. 

Mr.  BECK.  With  the  gentleman's  consent, 
I  would  like  to  say  a  single  word.  I  worked 
for  two  years  on  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions of  the  last  Congress ;  and  it  was  as  stingy 
a  committee  as  I  ever  saw.  The  consequence 
was  that  a  deficiency  bill  of  $11;000,000  had 
to  be  bronsht  in ;  and  the  gentleman's  com- 
mittee will  have  to  do  the  i-ame  thing  as  soon 
as  the  presidential  election  is  over.  [Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Possibly  we 
may.  I  will  make  no  promises.  I  say  that 
the  figures  of  last  year  were  in  my  indgraent 
very  economical.  The  committee  did  wisely 
and  well.  One  main  item  of  this  reduction  of 
$3,000,000  consists  in  a  reduction  of  more  than 
half  a  million  dollars  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  reason 
that  this  appropriation  bill  will  not  apply  to 
any  Congress  but  the  present.  This  Con- 
gress will  expire  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873  ; 
and  this  appropriation  bill  is  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  80th  of  June  following.  Under  our 
present  laws  there  will  be  no  Congress  in  ses- 
sion between  March  and  June  of  1873 ;  there 
will  be  no  organized  House,  at  least,  until  the 
following  December.  We  thought  it  unneces- 
sary to  appropriate  out  of  the  Treasury  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  a  Congress  that  will  not 
assemble  within  the  fiscal  year  for  which  these 
appropriations  are  made.  This  makes  a  large 
share  of  the  difference. 

Mr.  Chairman,  thanking  the  House  for  its 
patience  in  listening  to  these  dry  details,  I 
will  yield  the  floor  for  any  remarks  which 
other  gentlemen  desire  to  make. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  I  believe 
is  the  pioneer  bill  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations ;  it  is  the  first  bill  they 
have  presented  to  the  House  for  its  consider- 
ation, and  it  is  probably  proper  to  consider  the 
opening  remarks  of  the  honorable  chairman  of 
that  committee  as  a  statement  or  justification 
or  explanation  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment I  regret  that  he  has  devoted  about 
three  fourths  of  his  time  to  a  very  elaborate, 
and  I  may  add  a  very  interesting  disquisition 
upon  political  economy  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere.  He  has  settled,  at  least  in  his  own 
mind,  what  he  pleases  to  call  a  gauge  which 
should  regulate  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  proportion  to  population.  He  has 
instanced  England,  its  revenue,  its  population, 
and  its  expenditures,  as  establishing  in  his  own 
mind  at  least  a  proper  rule  to  govern  a  nation 
as  to  the  amount  of  revenue  that  nhonld  be 
raised  by  taxes  upon  the  people  for  the  admin- 
istration of  their  public  affairs.  I  listened, 
sir,  with  some  pleasure  to  that  gentleman.  I 
admired  the  generality  of  his  views,  the  indus- 
try with  which  he  has  gathered  certain  theories, 


and  the  ability  with,  which  he  has  presented 
them  to  the  committee.  But  while  I  admire 
for  their  ingenuity  those  theories,  and,  I  may 
add,  in  some  respects  those  sophisms,  I  fail, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  see  their  practical  common- 
sense  application  to  the  bill  presented  to  the 
committee  for  its  consideration.  I  fail  to  find 
any  analogy  in  the  manner  of  administering 
the  affairs  of  England  and  the  manner  of 
administering  the  affairs  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment at  this  time ;  and  I  doubt  whether,  taking 
our  population  as  a  proper  basis  upon  which 
to  adjust  taxation,  the  gentleman^s  own  rule 
would  not  prove  a  fallacy  when  he  comes  to 
make  the  mathematical  demonstration  and 
calculation. 

Now,  sir,  we  know  very  well  what  has  been 
the  increase  of  population  in  this  country  for 
^he  last  ten  years ;  it  has  now  become  a  matter 
of  statistics.  We  also  know,  fortunately,  what 
were  the  expenditures  of  this  Government  ten 
years  ago,  and  what  they  are  now.  I  call  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  of  the  committee  to  the 
law  making  appropriations  in  1860  for  precisely 
the  same  matters  presented  in  this  bill.  They 
will  be  astonished  to  find  that  the  expenditures 
for  these  very  purposes  alone  have  quadrupled 
in  amount;  that  during  the  administration  of 
James  Buchanan,  so  often  held  up  to  the 
country  in  odium,  and  which,  in  the  minds 
of  some  gentlemen,  compares  so  unfavorably 
with  the  Administration  that  they  support,  the 
whole  contingent  expenses  of  the  Executive 
amounted  to  just  $350.  President  Buchanan 
had  no  brigaaier  generals  or  other  military 
officers  attached  to  his  staff  to  serve  him  as 
secretaries  and  ushers  at  the  White  House ;  and 
the  whole  appropriation,  including  stationery 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Executive,  amounted  in 
1860  to  just  $350.  In  the  bill  now  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  the  corre- 
sponding item  amounts  to  $4,500.  I  refer  to 
this  item  as  illustrating  the  relative  increase 
in  all  the  expenditureis  of  the  Government  since 
the  administration  of  the  present  dominant 
party  came  into  power.  I  regret,  therefore, 
that  the  gentleman,  in  bis  essay  in  his  opening 
speech  to  give  us  some  explanation  of  this 
large  increase  of  expenditures,  did  not  tell  us 
why  the  appropriations  in  this  bill  amount  to 
$17,000,000.  Why  did  he  not  tell  us  why  this 
appropriation  bill  amounted  to  $17,000,000  for 
precisely  the  same  objects  that  were  ten  years 
ago  conducted  at  an  expenditure  of  at  least  one 
third  that  amount  ?  Why  did  he  not  explain  to 
us  the  report  sent  in  to  the  President  from  the 
civil  service  commission  which  makes  this 
statement  to  the  country,  and  which  will  en- 
able the  country  to  know  how  and  in  what 
manner  the  taxes  of  the  people  are  expended, 
and  how  and  in  what  manner  these  enormous 
revenues  are  disposed  of?  I  will  read  from  page 
5  of  the  report  of  the  ciril  service  commission : 

"It  is  not  easy  to  oomputo  in  figures  the  exact 
economical  difference  betireen  a  good  and  absdeys- 
torn  of  the  civil  service.  It  is.  necessarily,  a  matter 
of  inference  and  of  comparison  between  the  prob- 
able operation  of  a  careless  and  a  careful  method. 
But  it  IS  calculated,  by  those  who  have  made  a  care- 
ful study  of  all  the  facts,  that  one  fourth  of  the  rev- 
enues of  the  United  States  are  annually  lost  in  the 
collection,  and  for  a  large  part  of  that  loss  a  system 
of  tbo  service  which  is  fatally  unsoand  may  reason- 
ably bo  held  responsible." 

Now,  sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  that 
honorable  gentleman,  with  his  conceded  abil- 
ity, in  reporting  these  bills  to  this  House,  in 
prefacing  the  introduction  of  these  measures 
with  a  general  commentary  on  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  should  at  least  have 
given  a  portion  of  his  time  to  a  study  of  this 
remarkable,  this  lamentable  statement  made 
by  those  who  represent  the  President,  who 
stands  before  the  world  as  responsible  for  this 
condition  of  things.  The  civil  service  com- 
mission say  that  one  fourth  of  the  revenues  are 
lost  in  the  collection.  We  collect  $890,000,000. 
If  $100,000,000  of  the  people's  taxes  are 
lost  by  the  fault  of  those  who  are  appointed 
to  collect  them,  who  is  responsible^  and  who 
should  the  people  of  the  United  States  hold  to  |1 


the  most  rigid  accountability  for  this  remark- 
able and  extraordinary  fact?  It  does  appear 
to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  now,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  consideration  of  these  ap- 
propriations to  pay  for  these  expenditorea,  it  it 
proper  and  just  for  us  to  take  mto  cooaideni- 
tion  how  and  in  what  manner  we  cao  reduce 
the  revenue  by  reducing  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government^  how  and  in  what  manner  the 
people  may  obtain  the  remedy  for  those  great 
wrongs  thus  stated  so  directly  to  the  Presideot. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot  devote  oar 
time,  our  energies,  and  our  stateamaosbip  to 
a  better  purpose  than  in  seeking  to  obtaia  at 
the  earliest  practicable  day  that  relief  which 
the  down- trodden  people  of  this  countnr  now 
so  imperiously  demand  at  the  handa  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  did  not  intend,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  roee, 
to  introduce  any  question  of  this  kind  at  this 
time.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  to-day 
on  this  subject.  These  remarks  have  been 
called  out  altogether  by  the  statemenia  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriatiotti, 
who,  I  think,  should  propose  to  Congress  the 
means  by  which  we  may  curtail  these  enonn- 
ous  expenditures ;  the  means  by  which  we  may 
restrict  our  expenditures  within  legitimate 
boundaries ;  the  means  by  which  we  may  get  rid 
of  these  enormous  sinecures  which  are  wring- 
ing the  life-blood  from  the  producing  claswi 
of  the  country ;  the  means  by  which  the  people 
of  the  country  may  obtain  relief,  so  that,  instead 
of  expending  $400,000,000  a  year,  the  ex- 

Cenditures  of  our  Government  may  be  brooght 
ack  to  the  good  old  days  of  the  Republic  when, 
under  Democratic  administration,  whether  in 
time  of  peace  or  war,  they  never  did  exceed 
for  any  one  year  $136,000,000.  We  are  now 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace;  we  have  no  war 
upon  our  hands ;  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the 
world,  and  all  the  industries,  all  the  producing 
interests  of  the  country,  so  far  as  any  war  is 
concerned,  are  in  a  perfectly  natural  and 
healthy  condition.  Our  commerce  is  pros- 
perous. Our  agricultural  productions  exceed 
all  that  the^  have  ever  been  before.  All  of 
our  industries  by  their  own  individaal  force 
of  enerpy  are  making  themselves  sufficiently 
productive  to  pay  these  enormous  taxes  to  the 
Government,  and  at  the  same  time  to  subsist 
themselves.  Is  it  not  our  duty,  then,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  grant  them  the  relief  which  they 
ask?  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  do  something  for 
the  producing  classes  of  the  country,  who  have 
to  t>ear  the  burden  of  taxation?  Is  it  not  oar 
duty  to  give  something  to  the  classes  of  people 
who  produce  everything  and  not  give  to  those 
who  produce  nothing  almost  everything  they 
ask  at  the  hands  of  Congress? 

Now,  sir,  if  that  gentleman  and  his  party 
will  take  into  serious  consideration  the  true 
condition  of  things  in  this  nation,  I  am  sure 
before  the  adjournment  of  Congress  ways  and 
means  will  be  devised  for  the  public  relief  and 
the  remedy  for  the  public  wrong. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  committee,  but  there 
are  one  or  two  points  which  it  seems  proper 
to  me  should  be  Kept  in  mind  as  bearing  upon 
the  arrsignment  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Wood.] 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gabtibj),] 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, was  careful  in  the  speech  which  he 
made  in  presenting  the  bill  to  this  House  to 
abstain  from  anything  like  partisan  allusions 
or  accusations.  His  was  a  calm  and  dispas- 
sionate statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  and  also  preceded  by  an  elabo* 
rate,  and,  as  has  been  admitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  an  interesting  discussion  of 
the  causes  and  extent  of  expenses  elsewhere, 
our  own  being  compared  with  those  of  other 
countries,  and  particularly  with  Great  Britain. 

Now,  the  gentleman  irom  New  York  ar- 
raigns the  present  Administration  in  a  general 
aoousatioQ  of  eztravaganoe.    It  is  the  aatj  oi 
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the  Opposition,  when  it  charges  eztrava^aDce 
CO  the  Administration,  to  be  more  particular 
than  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  been. 
And  after  a  general  charge  is  made  as  he  has 
made  it,  it  is  the  dutj  of  the  accuser,  when 
he  descends  to  ^rticulars,  to  come  to  some- 
Uiing  besides  an  item  where  the  expenditure  of 
the  President's  household  has  been  increased 
from  $300  to  $4,000,  or  if  he  find  nothing  more 
important  than  that,  it  is  fitting  that  he 
remain  silent.  If  the  comparison  is  made 
as  he  chose  to  make  it,  between  President 
Buchanan  and  the  present  Executive,  it  be- 
comes him  to  consider  this  further  fact,  that 
Mr.  Buchanan  increased  the.  national  debt 
$34,000,000  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and, 
OS  we  now  should  say,  with  no  adequate  cause 
for  it ;  therebv  increasing  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  the  Qovernmont,  in  the  payment  of 
interest,  at  the  rate  at  which  it  ran  at  that 
time,  between  two  and  three  million  dollars. 

Sir.  there  is  one  fact  which  stands  out  prom- 
inently here  and  before  the  country,  and,  is, 
I  believe,  one  main  reason  why  to-day  the  pres- 
ent Administration  is  popular  in  the  coun- 
try and  holds  its  confidence;  and  that  is  that 
in  the  aggregate  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, its  running  expenses,  including  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  military  establish- 
ments, the  War  and  the  the  Navy  Departments, 
has  been  brought  down  in  the  five  years  fol- 
lowing 1866  to  a  figure,  stated  in  round  num- 
bers, of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  million 
dollars.  Now,  sir,  what  were  the  expend- 
itures during  Uie  years  from  1855  to  1860,  in 
peace ;  when  there  was  nothing  but  the  ordin- 
ary every-day  needs  of  the  Government,  be- 
fore prices  had  been  inflated,  before  everything 
that  is  bought  had  leaped  up  to  that  high  point 
which,  as  has  been  truly  stated  by  the  cnair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  has 
never  come  down  again  ?  I  nave  not  the  exact 
figures  here,  because  X  had  no  intention  of 
rifeing  to  address  the  House  when  I  came  in 
this  morning,  but  X  know  generally,  without 
pretending  to  give  them  exactly,  that  they 
ranged  from  sixty-five  to  seventy  million  dol- 
lars in  a  jiear.  At  that  time  there  were  raised 
from  the  people  and  expended  by  the  Demo- 
cratic administration  oi  James  Buchanan  be- 
tween sixty- five  and  seventy  million  dollars 
per  year.  And  here  are  we  immediately  follow- 
ing this  war,  with  all  the  burden  of  increased 
responsibility,  with  all  the  expansion  that  has 
necessarily  resulted  from  flush  times,  with  the 
habit  in  men's  minds  of  extravagance,  both  in 
private  and  in  public  expenditures,  which 
necessarily  follows  such  a  period  as  was  that 
from  1860  to  1866,  and  yet  the  expenditure  has 
been  so  well  kept  in  hand  that  to-day  it  is  but 
one  hundred  and  twenty  million  dollars,  includ- 
ing both  the  War  and  Navy  Departments*  Now, 
sir,  that  is  to  be  reduced.  That  figure,  low  as  it 
is,  compared  with  what  it  was  five  years  ago,  is, 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations has  said,  to  be  brought  still  lower, 
rhe  rule  has  been  established,  and  there  has 
been  no  year  since  the  present  Administration 
came  in  during  which  the  expenditure  has  not 
been  cut  down,  and  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations by  its  present  report  shows  that  it 
can  be  still  further  reduced.  The  reduction 
is  to  go  on,  and  I  believe  the  lowest  figure  may 
perhaps  be  reached  a  year  or  two  earlier  than 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  GiaFiEU)]  has 
stated.  But  as  the  expenditure  stands  to-day, 
how  does  it  compare?  Does  it  present  in 
itself  anything  of  the  hopeless  extravagance 
which  has  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Wood  ?J  Coming  to  the  in- 
dividual experience  of  each  of  us,  I  ask  what 
man  with  an  establishment  to  maintain  is 
there  living  to-day  who  will  look  back  to  the 
year  1860  and  not  find  that  the  expenses  of 
his  establishment  in  all  regards  have  been 
increased  in  a  larger  percentage  than  the 
expenses  of  the  Government?  It  has  been 
inevitable. 

Mr.  BECK.    Wil)  the  g^nUemM  state  to 


the  House  what  the  expenses  under  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's administration  were  for  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments? 

Mr.  HALE.  As  X  have  said,  X  cannot  give 
you  the  details^nd  it  is  not  important  that  I 
should  do  so.  What  the  country  looks  to  is  the 
whole  i^Kgregate. 

Mr.  BECK.  Do  I  understand  thegentle- 
man  to  say  that  the  expenses  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments  for  three  years  prior  to 
1860  amounted  to  $65^000,000  a  year? 

Mr.  HALE.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  BECK.  What  did  the  gentleman  say 
upon  that  point,  then  ? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  spoke  of  the  enidre  expend- 
itures under  President  Buchanan's  adminis- 
tration, and  X  hardly  see  how  I  can  have  been 
mistaken.  I  did  not  pretend  to  go  into 
details.  I  was  speaking  oY  the  total,  and 
comparing  it  with  the  expenses  of  the  present 
Administration. 

Mr.  BECK.  Was  not  the  total  appropria- 
tion made  to  carry  on  the  Government  during 
Mr.  Buchanan's  administration*  somewhere 
about  sixty-five  million  dollars  a  year? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  stated  that  already  and 
have  compared  it  with  the  present  expenditures 
of  the  Government  The  people  are  doubtless 
desirous  that  the  amount  should  be  reduced  to 
a  lower  figure  if  it  can  be  done,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  we  are  going  on  doing  it.  But  I  say  there 
is  no  candid  man  who  will  take  into  considera- 
tion the  inevitable  needs  of  any  branch  of  the 
Government  who  will  find  that  the  expenses 
have  been  swollen  since  1860  to  a  higher  point 
relatively  than  the  expenses  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual during  the  same  time. 

Now,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Wood,]  in  arraigning  the  Administration  and 
citing  authorities,  has  been  driven  into  a  mis- 
take, not  by  any  figures  or  statistics  compiled 
by  competent  authority,  not  by  any  returns  of 
officials,  but  by  a  statement  made  in  the  report 
of  the  board  which  examined  the  subject  of  a 
change  in  the  civil  service  of  the  Government. 
I  have  great  confidence  in  the  gentlemen  com* 
posing  that  board,  and  ^at  confidence  that 
good  will  result  from  their  action ;  but  X  never 
heard  before  that  anybodv  claimed  that  the 
statement,  as  quoted  by  tne  gentleman  from 
New  York,,  can  be  borne  out  by  investigation 
and  shown  to  be  true  by  figures  and  facts. 

Now,  sir,  instead  of  its  costing  one  fourth 
of  the  amount  of  the  revenue  raised  to  collect 
it,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
the  amount  is  really  only  between  five  and  six 
per  cent.,  if  X  remember  correctly.  If  the 
gentleman  looks  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
where  the  collections  are  made  both  of  the 
customs  duties  and  of  the  internal  revenue 
taxes,  which  are  the  two  leading  items,  he  will 
find  there  what  the  expenses  are,  stated  in 
such  a  manner  and  in  such  details  that  he 
cannot  misunderstand.  It  is  unfiiir  that  such 
statements  as  that  which  he  has  made  should 
go  before  the  country.  It  is  not  true  that  one 
fourth  of  the  revenue  collected  from  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  goes  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  collection  of  that  revenue. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  As  the  gentleman  is  now 
upon  a  point  where  he  is  liable  to  be  quoted, 
1  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  him  that  according 
to  my  recollection  the  expense  of  collecting 
the  public  revenue  is  only  about  four  per  cent, 

Mr.  HALE.  In  my  desire  not  to  under- 
state the  percentage  X  may  have  stated  it  too 
high.  The  statement  made  by  the  board  to 
investigate  the  question  of  civil  service  reform 
was  not  that  one  fourth  of  the  revenues  are 
spent  in  collecting  them  under  the  present 
Administration,  but  that  this  loss  to  the  reve- 
nue of  nearly  one  fourth  of  taxes  as  laid  m 
the  result  of  the  system  which  has  come  down 
to  us  for  many  years ;  not  originated  by  the 
Republican  party,  but  from  years  far  back. 
This  is  the  result  of  the  spoils  system  origin- 
ated by  the  Democratic  party  and  by  its  great 
leader,  Andrew  Jackson. 

The  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 


ment to-day  in  all  its  branches  are  not  exor** 
bitantand  not  enormous,  aside  from  the  neces- 
sary expenditures  resulting  firom  the  late  war, 
which  are  undoubtedly  tremendous. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  says  he 
wants  to  come  back  to  the  old  Democratic 
days,  when  $100,000,000  or  less  was  collected 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  in  the  shape 
of  taxation.  Will  he,  in  order  to  do  that, 
repudiate  the  national  debt,  the  interest  upon 
which  and  the  reduction  of  the  principal  now 
constitute  a  large  item  in  the  present  expend- 
itures ?  Will  he  cut  off  to-day  the  items  of 
pensions  and  bounties  to  soldiers  that  are  given 
to  the  men  who  saved  this  country  in  its  hour 
of  peril  ?  Will  he,  in  order  to  come  back  to 
the  standard  of  expenditure  of  ancient  days, 
cut  off  these  items  ?  All  these  general  state- 
ments, when  analyzed,  amount  to  that — repu- 
diation of  the  national  debt,  and  a  £sllingaway 
from  the  support  of  the  wounded  and  helpless 
soldiers.  We  must  pay  these  large  sums ;  we 
cannot  go  back  from  these  burdens.  But  in 
the  running  expenses  of  the  Government  the 
investigations  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations of  last  year  and  the  investigations  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  this  year 
show,  if  they  show  atiything,  that  the  Govern- 
ment to-day  is  run  cheaply,  when  you  consider 
the  times,  the  high  prices  of  everything,  and 
the  extravagance  of  habit  and  tone. 

Mr.  R  AN  DALL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  question? 

Mr.  HALE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Can  the  gentleman  in* 
form  the  House  what  was  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue taken  from  the  people  during  the  last 
fiscal  year? 

Mr.  HALiE.  There  are  other  gentlemen 
here  who  can  more  accurately  answer  that 
question. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  can  answer  the  ques- 
tion myself.  The  amount  so  taken  from  the 
people  approached  $500,000,000.  Now,  we 
arraign  you  to  know  what  has  become  of  that 
money. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  gentleman  is  all  wrong  ; 
he  knows  very  well  that  our  revenues  are  de- 
rived from  various  sources.  Can  he  tell  how 
much  is  derived  from  customs  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  do  not  know  the  details ; 
I  would  like  to  tell  the  gentleman,  but  I  have 
not  the  figures  here.  But  the  aggregate  rev- 
enue of  last  year  was  $500,000,000.  The  gen- 
tleman spoke  of  the  increased  expenditures 
for  our  households.  Sir,  the  other  day  we 
appropriated  for  a  single  public  building  in 
one  of  our  cities  more  money  than  it  took  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams  to  carry  on  the 
Government  for  six  months. 

Mr.  HALE.  Did  the  gentleman  and  his 
associates  vote  for  that  bill  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  did  not.  That  is  what 
I  call  the  corruption  of  the  majority  in  giving 
away  the  public  revenue  heedlessly  and  ex- 
travagantly, when  our  revenues  are  collected 
from  every  industry  of  the  country. 

Mr.  KELLE  Y.  Where  does  the  gentleman 
find  that  the  revenues  of  last  year  amounted  to 
$500,000,000? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  That  is  what  I  have  seen 
currently  stated.  I  am  informed  that  it  was 
$400,000,000,  and  I  make  that  correction  ; 
but  what  1  want  to  know  of  gentlemen  is,  what 
have  you  done  with  that  $400,000,000? 

Mr.  KELLE  Y.  I  desire  to  state  that  the  real 
amount  was  $884,000,000. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  desire  to  answer  merely  one 
or  two  questions  pat  to  me  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hale,]  and  X  shall  not 
detain  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  attempt- 
ing now  to  go  into  a  full  answer,  if  any  was 
reouired,  of  the  speech  of  that  gentleman. 

He  has  asked  me  to  enumerate  some  one 
thing  in  which  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  his  party  were  greater  than  they 
were  under  the  Democratic  party.  In  the  re- 
marks I  made  I  referred  to  and  qnoted  from  the 
record  the  difference  between  the  contingent 
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expenditares  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  now,  for  which  this  bill  appropriates 
$4,600,  and  the  small  sam  of  $350  which  was 
in  the  same  bill  ten  years  ago  for  the  then 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  if  the 
gentleman  is  not  satisfied  with  that  enumera- 
tion, I  will  give  him  another  instance. 

The  whole  expense  of  collecting  the  rev- 
enue derived  from  foreign  imports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ten  years  ago,  and  under  a  Demo- 
cratic Administration,  were  but  $8,000,000  a 
year ;  they  are  now  $9,000,000  a  year.  And 
when  that  gentleman  and  his  friends  attempt 
to  answer  me  by  referring  to  the  percentage 
of  the  expense  of  collection,  to  show  that  ap- 
parently we  are  making  this  collection  upon 
an  economical  basis,  I  say  to  him  that  the 
amount  of  revenue  now  collected  from  that 
source  is  in  excess  undoubtedly  over  what  it 
formerly  was,  in  consequence  of  the  protective 

}>olicy  of  the  Republican  party,  which  has  so 
argely  increased  the  duties  upon  the  goods 
imported  into  the  United  States.  But  ten 
years  ago,  and  before  that  time,  we  not  only 
made  that  collection  at  an  aggregate  expend- 
iture for  the  whole  United  Stat-es  of  $8,000,000, 
but  we  had  no  such  condition  of  things  as  is 
now  exhibited  in  the  port  of  New  York,  under 
the  present  castoms  regulations  of  the  party 
now  in  power.  We  had  no  such  outrageous 
expositions  of  fraud,  of  robbery,  of  wrone- 
doing,  of  plunder,  as  are  exhibited  continually 
to  us  in  the  investirations  which  are  now  goine 
on  there.  When  a  French  steamer  has  arrivea 
at  the  wharf  in  the  port  of  New  York  I  have 
known  a  custom-house  officer  to  take  the  keys 
of  the  trunks  of  ladies  under  the  pretense  of 
examining  their  baggage,  and  under  that  plea 
he  has  absolutely  stolen  their  jewelry. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  allow  me  to  ask  him  one  question? 

Mr.  WOOD.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  What  became  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  New  York  during  the  last 
days  of  Buchanan's  administration? 

Mr.  WOOD.     What  became  of  him? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Yes,  sir;  or  the  post- 
master? 

Mr.  WOOD.  Nothing,  that  I  know  of,  that 
was  wrong. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.     Neither  of  them? 

Mr.  WOOD.  No,  sir;  neither  of  them.  Mr. 
Augustus  Schell  was  the  coUector  of  the  port  of 
New  York  under  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  and  a  more 
upright,  honorable,  high-toned  citizen  does  not 
live  in  the  United  States.  I  defy  the  gentle- 
man to  say  one  word  in  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Schell's  official  or  private  character.  Herman 
J.  Redfield,  another  esteemed  citizen  of  New 
York,  was  another  collector  of  that  port. 
Under  those  administrations  we  had  no  such 
wrong-doing,  no  such  exposures,  no  such  scan- 
dalous investigations  as  we  are  now  having. 

Why,  sir,  I  could  detain  the  House  for  two 
days  in  individualizing  instances  which  show, 
in  comparison  with  a  few  years  ago,  an  enorm* 
ous  increase  in  the  expenditures  of  every 
department  of  the  Government.  My  quota- 
tion from  the  civil  service  report  did  not 
refer  to  the  legitimate  cost  of  collecting  the 
revenue;  it  stated  the  fact  that  one  fourth 
of  the  money  collected  was  stolen,  that  it 
never  reached  the  public  Treasury,  that  it 
was  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
and  did  not  go  into  the  Treasury,  but  lodged  in 
the  pockets  of  the  officials  of  the  present 
Administration.  That  is  my  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hale;]  and  if  I  had 
time  I  could  go  back  further  into  an  exposi- 
tion of  this  question. 

Thanking  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Niblaok]  for  givine  me  so  much  of  his  time 
I  yield  the  floor  to  him. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  single  question  before  he  takes 
his  seat.  Can  the  gentleman  give  me  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  in  1860? 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman' 8 
question  by  saying  that  it  was  very  far  less 


than  it  is  now ;  and  I  have  stated  why  it  has 
been  increased.  It  is  in  consequence  of  the 
legislation  of  Congress  increasing  largely  the 
duties  upon  foreign  goods. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Was  it  not  less  than  one 
hundred  millions  ? 

Mr.  WOOD.     Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  it  was. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  The  customs  collected 
in  1860  were  only  $63,187,611  87,  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  admits  it  cost 
$8,000,000,  or  about  six  per  cent.,  to  collect. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  revenues  for  last  year, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  amounted  to  $206,270,408  06,  the 
collection  of  which  cost,  not  as  the  gentleman 
states,  $9,000,000,  but  only  $6,660,672  61,  or 
about  three  and  one  tenth  per  cent. 

Mr.  WOOD.  'It  ought  to  cost  no  more  to 
collect  a  revenue  of  $300,000,000  than  to  col- 
lect a  revenue  of  $100,000,000.  The  official 
machinery  and  the  various  necessary  expend- 
itures are  the  same. 

Mr.  KELI4OGG.  Certainly,  it  requires  more 
officers  to  collect  the  larger  revenue. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  (|rentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Niblaok]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  How  much  time  have  I 
remaining? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Three  minutes. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  do  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary, then,  to  undertake  to  make  any  remarks, 
as  the  time  is  so  brief. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  By  order  of  the  House 
general  debate  is  now  closed,  and  the  bill  will 
be  read  by  paragraphs  for  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Department  of  State : 
For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  $8,000; 
two  Auistant  Secretaries  of  State,  at  $3,500  each ;  for 
chief  clerk,  $2,200:  ten  clerks  of  class  four,  additional 
to  one  clerk  of  class  foar  as  disbarslng  clerk,  nine 
clerks  of  class  three,  three  clerks  of  class  two,  eight 
clerks  of  class  one,  one  messenger,  one  assistant 
messenger,  nine  laborers,  and  foor  watchmen;  in 
aU,  $74.m 

Mr.  MONROE.  I  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph just  read  so  as  to  increase  the  compen- 
sation of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of 
State  from  $2,200  to  $2,500;  in  other  words, 
to  add  $300  per  annum  to  his  compensation. 
With  the  permission  of  the  committee  I  will 
state  brieny  why  I  propose  this  amendment. 
I  happen  to  know  that  this  officer  is  one  of  the 
hardest- worked  men  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
Now,  I  observe,  sir,  that  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
War  Department  has,  very  properly  I  doubt 
not,  a  compensation  of  $2,600  per  annum.  I 
see  also  that  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury 
Department  has  a  compensation  of  $2, 100  per 
annum,  and  an  additional  allowance  of  $800. 
The  same  thing  istmeof  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
Navy  Department.  I  presume  it  must  have 
been  by  a  mere  accident — indeed,  I  was  told 
by  gentlemen  who  had  been  connected  with 
this  matter  that  it  was  by  mere  accident — that 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of  State  has 
received  only  $2,200  as  his  annual  salary. 

Upon  a  bill  of  this  kind  it  would  give  me  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  accept,  in  regard  to  most 
matters,  the  jadement  of  gentlemen  who  have 
studied  these  subjects.  But  this  is  a  matter 
which  I  happen  to  know  something  about.  I 
was  for  six  or  seven  years  in  constant  com- 
munication with  the  Department  of  State; 
and  in  that  way  I  happened  to  learn  something 
in  regard  to  the  arduous  labors  of  the  chief 
clerk  of  that  Department.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  man  who  works  so  hard  for  the  money  he 
gets  as  that  man  does.  I  happen  to  know  that 
he  not  only  gives  to  the  Department  and  the 
country  intelligent,  honest,  and  faithful  ser 
vice  during  all  the  usual  business  hours  which 
Christian  men  generally  work,  but  I  know  he 
often  is  obliged  to  carry  his  clerical  labors  into 
the  evening  and  far  into  the  night.  Indeed,  I 
have  information  that  he  sits  up  sometimes  all 
ni^ht  He  sat  up  during  the  time  of  the  high 
joint  commission.  He  sat  up  to  complete 
tba^labors  which  the  Department  had  put  upon 
him.    In  these  days  when  joint  high  commis- 


sions and  special  embassies  are  becoming  10 
common  I  do  not  think  the  labors  of  thit 
official  are  likely  to  be  diminislied. 

I  know  it  to  be  a  simple  mnUer  of  jostioe 
that  he  should  be  paid  as  much  aa  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  War  Department,  the  chief  derk 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  or  the  chief  derk 
of  the  Navy  Department.  He  works,  in  my 
opinion,  twice  as  many  hours  as  it  has  been 
decided  on  certain  occasions  recently  a  labor- 
ing man  ought  to  work.  There  is  certainly  do 
propriety  in  paying  him  less  than  these  other 
gentlemen  are  paid.  It  is  a  mere  oversight 
that  he  has  been  paid  less.  My  information 
is  that  he  has  to  work  more  hours  and  harder 
than  any  other  chief  clerk.  My  proposition 
isto  strikeout  <*$2,200,''  and  insert*' $2,600,'* 
so  that  he  may  have  the  same  pay  as  the 
chief  clerks  of  the  War,  Treasury,  and  Nary 
Departments. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  nodonbt, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  my  colleague  says  it 
true  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  thia  clerk,  bot 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  so  fiir  as 
their  services  in  this  matter  are  concerned, 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  follow  tne  law.  We 
have  not,  except  in  one  instance,  anywhere 
raised  the  salaries  of  these  officials,  and  that 
one  instance,  accordingtothe  testimony  before 
us,  showed  a  case  of  real  hardship  which 
demanded  relief.  No  communication  came 
to  us  from  the  Secretary  of  State  00  this  sub- 
ject Nothing  has  been  laid  before  the  House 
in  reference  to  this  officer's  salary.  If  we 
begin  to  raise  salaries  we  will  find  the  prece- 
dent a  troublesome  one.  I  leave  the  matter, 
however,  to  the  decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  **  four ''  and  insert- 
ing **five,''  in  order  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
subject.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Monboe]  is  to  give  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  State  Department  an  addition  of 
$300  to  his  salary,  so  as  to  make  it  eaual  to 
the  salary  now  paid  to  the  chief  clerks  of  other 
Departments. 

The  inequality  between  the  salaries  paid  to 
these  officers  must  strike  every  one  at  once, 
but  the  fact  is  that  there  is  no  possible  chance 
of  establishing  equality  in  onr  public  service 
by  proposing  amendments  in  each  separate 
case.     If  it  could  be  done,  I  should  certainly 
support  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  firom 
Ohio.     I  have  seen  the  attempt  made  for  many 
years  to  correct  them  in  this  way,  bat  without 
success.     These  inequalities  have  been  pointed 
out  again  and  again,  and  they  still  remain. 
We  have  now  a  special  committee  on  the  re- 
organization of  the  civil  service,  and  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kellet,]  I  am  glad  to  see, 
is  listening  to  this  debate.     If  the  labors  of 
that  committee  result  in  equalizing  salaries  so 
that  men  of  reasonable  capabilities  occupy- 
ing similar  f)ositions   shall  be  equally  naid, 
one  of  the  evils  of  our  Government  will  iMve 
been  removed.   This  gross  ineanality  has  been 
allowed  too  long  to  exist,  and  I  now  call  the 
attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Civil  Service  to  it,  and  ask  him 
and  his  committee  to  devise  a  proper  remedy. 
It  will  be,  certainly,  one  of  the  steps  toward 
civil  service  reform. 

Mr.  EELLEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  oppose 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  I  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  the  Committee  on  the  CiVil  Service  were 
charged  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  sala- 
ries of  clerks  of  the  committees  of  the  House, 
and  what  committees  should  have  clerics.  The 
committee  haVe  not  been  idle  in  the  mean 
time.  It  was  difficult  to  find  out  what  labors 
devolve  upon  each  committee,  and  how  mneh 
fell  to  the  share  of  the  clerks.  However,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  the 
Journals,  and  by  a  conference  of  the  gentle- 
men serving  on  the  committee,  we  have 
learned  a  good  deal,  and  i  think  will  be  abH 
to  report  a  satisfactory  bill. 
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tana  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee 00  Indian  Affairay  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OLAIM  or  J.  K.  CURTIS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  &om  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  J.  K.  Curtis,  on  account  of  depredations 
by  the  Cheyenne  Indians ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

soldiers'  bounties. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  bounties  of 
soldiers  discharged  for  disability ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RELIRF  OP  NAVAL  0PPICKR8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Navy  >  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nayal  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MISSOURI  STATE  MILITIA. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  «  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  a  recjuest  of  the  16th 
instant  for  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  War  Department  in  the  year  1864, 
respecting  the  subject  of  the  bounty  to  which 
the  Missouri  State  militia  were  entitled  by  law  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SALE  OP  INDIAN  RBSEttVATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unSnimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  portions  of  Indian  reservations  in  the 
nerthem  superintendency ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ELECTION  CONTEST BO  WEN  VS.  DE  LARGE. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
certain  papers  in  relation  to  the  contested- 
election  case  of  Bowen-w.  De  Large,  of  the 
second  congressional  district  of  South  Caro- 
lina ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  three  o'clock  and  forty-five  minutes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ACKER:  The  remonstrance  of 
workers  in  the  Pottsgrove  Iron- Works  and  of 
citizens  of  Pottstown,  Montgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania,  against  a  change  of  the  existing 
tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon 
such  articles  as  are  successfully  prodncea  in 
this  country,  &c. 

Bv  Mr.  ARTHUR:  The  petition  of  Homer 
Hudson,  Bishop  &  Brother,  H.  C.  Bruce  &  Co., 
and  numerous  others,  citizeus  of  Ohio  and 
Kentucky,  for  a  uniform  rate  of  tax  on  all 
descriptions  of  manufactured  tobacco  entering 
the  market  for  consumption,  at  the  rate  of 
sixteen  cents  per  pound. 

By  Mr.  BECK :  The  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Lexington  and  other  places  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  the  American  Printmg- 
House,  &c,,  for  the  Blind.  (Presented  by  J. 
Maury  Headly,  the  blind  bard  of  Kentucky.) 

AlsO;  the  memorial  of  Hon.  J.  B.  McCreery, 
Hon.  J.  S.  Chrisman,  and  a  large  number  of 
others,  members  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
asking  that  Congress  wiU«make  aD»appropria>i 


tion  in  aid  of  the  American  Printing-Honse, 
&c.,  for  the  Blind.  ^Presented  by  J,  Maary 
Headly,  the  blind  bara  of  Kentucky.) 

By  Mr.  BEVERIDGE:  The  memorial  of 
Joseph  W.  Parish  &  Co.,  praying  relief. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON;  The  petition  of  Ma^ 
tilda  Barnett  and  sisters,  asking  a  pension  as 
the  granddaughters  of  James  Barnett,  a  revo- 
lutionary soldier. 

By  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee :  The  peti- 
tion of  Elijah  Russell,  praying  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  DUELL :  The  petition  of  William 
A,  Sweet,  George  W.  Harwood,  and  others, 
citizens  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  produced  in  this  country, 
and  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea, 
coffee,  and  such  otner  articles  of  necessity  or 
comfort  as  cannot  be  produced  in  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  EARNS  WORTH:  The  memorial 
of  Augustus  Watson,  asking  compensation  foT 
inventing  envelops. 

By  Mr,  GARRETT :  The  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Reeder,  Nathan  Wheeler,  John  Hop- 
kins, Matilda  Young,  and  50  others,  all  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  asking  the  payment  of 
certain  claims  to  them,  respectively,  which  were 
awarded  them  by  a  board  of  military  officers, 
of  which  Colonel  H.  C.  Gilbert,  nineteenth 
Michigan  infantry,  was  president,  appointed  by 
the  officer  commanding  that  department  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  upon 
such  claims  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  KETCHAM :  The  petition  of  the 
common  council  of  the  city  ot  Hudson,  New 
York}  and  a  large  number  of  others,  citizens 
of  said  city,  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Hudson  river,  pra^ng  Congress  to  authorize 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  near  said  city. 

By  Mr.  KILLINGER:  The  memorial  of 
numerous  iron- workers  and  others,  citizens  of 
Schuylkill  counter,  Pennsylvania,  against  any 
reduction  of  duties  on  such  articles  as  are  suo' 
oessfully  produced  in  this  country,  and  pray- 
ing the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  ooffee,  and 
such  other  articles  of  necessity  or  comfort  as 
cannot  be  produced  in  the  United  States. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  numerous  citizens  of 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
the  internal  revenue  taxes  on  the  distillation 
of  whisky  may  be  more  equitably  arranged 
than  are  now  imposed  by  existing  laws. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS :  The  petitions  of  T. 
T.  Smith,  of  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  Frishmuth  Brother  k  Co.,  Kretschmar, 
Uth  &  Bucknor,  A.  B.  Fougeray,  Woodward 
Brother  &  Co.,  Stewart,  Marks,  Ralph  &  Co., 
and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  uniform  tax 
on  manufactured  tobacco  of  sixteen  cents  a 
pound. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Isaac  A.  Sheppard, 
James  C.  Horn,  and  45  others,  workers  in  the 
Excelsior  Stove  and  Hollow- Ware  Works  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  the  adjustment  of  duties 
so  as  to  encourage  and  defend  every  home 
industry. 

By  Mr.  PETERS :  The  petition  of  WilKam 
Buck,  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  and 
other  property  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  SEELEY:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  a  pension  to  certain 
soldiers. 

By  Mr.  SHOEMAKER:  The  petition  of  129 
citizens  of  Bedford,  Pennsylvanui,  praying  the 

{)a8Bage  of  House  bill  No.  660,  granting  bounty 
and  to  certain  persons  engaged  in  tne  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1861. 

By  Mr.  UPSON :  The  petition  of  Samuel 
L.  Mather  and  76  others,  citizens  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  suah 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country,  and  for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on 
tea  and  ooffee. 


By  Mr.  WELLS :  The  petition  of  F.  L 
Ridgley,  president  of  the  Union  Inson&ca 
Company,  and  24^  others,  representatiTeg  of 
insurance  companies  of  St  Louis,  Minoori, 
that  all  hay  that  may  be  transported  on  8team* 
boats  be  baled  and  secarely  covered  bj  ts^ 
paulins. 

P08T  ROUTE  BILLS  INTBODVOEft. 

The  following  were  introduced  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pott 
Roads : 

By  Mr.  HARPER :  A  bill  to  establish  poit 
routes  in  North  Carolina  from  Old  Fort,  bj 
Crooked  Creek,  Stone  Mountain,  Bear  Wsllow, 
and  £)dneyville,  to  Hendersonville,  North 
Carolina.  Also,  from  Ashville,  by  BanuTille, 
Bakersville.  Booqc,  and  Jefferson,  to  Sparta, 
North  Carolina. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesdat,  January  24, 1872. 

Pnvyer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev,  J.  P,  Neiiui, 
D.  P. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  procsedingi  wu 
read  and  approved. 

H0I7SB  BILLS  RBf  BBBBD. 

The  following  bills  yesterday  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  sever&llj 
read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indi* 
cated  below  i 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1180)  to  extend  the 
time  for  filing  claims  foj  additional  boantj, 
under  the  act  of  July  28,  1866— to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1182)  to  create  an  addi- 
tional land  district  in  the  State  of  Minnesota- 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1186)  to  remove diiabfl- 
ities  f^'om  certain  citizens  of  South  Oaroiina, 
therein  named — to  the  select  Committee  oo 
the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1187)  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  R.  Davis,  of  Richmond  county,  Geor- 
gia— to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1186)  in  relation  to  the 
embassy  from  Japan,  was  read  twice  bj  its 
title. 

Mr.  COLE.    That  makes  an  appropriation, 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  does.  The 
bill  came  from  the  Committee  on  Aporoprii- 
tions  in  the  House  of  RepresentativeSj  aJthoneb 
it  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  relating  to  toe 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

S^CKOdTIVX  COBiMUNICATIOKS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  tbt 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treat- 
ury,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  rej- 
oin tion  of  the  Senate  of  December  U,  1871? 
information  in  relation  to  the  present  eoodittoo 
of  the  life-saving  stations  on  Uie  ooaatsof  Nev 
Jersey  and  Long  Island ;  which  was  '•^'HJ 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  letter  ftom  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  transmitting,  in  ooDpu* 
ance  with  law,  his  annual  report  for  theyatf 
ending  December  81, 1871 ;  which  waareftrrefl 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

PETITIONS  AND  MBH0RIAL8. 

Mr.  POMBROY,  I  have  the hoaor top»| 
sent  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  tMo»^ 
of  Kansas,  requesting  the  Senators  and  men- 
ber  of  Congress  representing  that  State  to  op 
their  influence  to  secure  legislation  for  »• 
ejctingoishment  of  the  Indian  tide  to  the  strip 
of  land  on  the  southern  border  of  we  S^ 
known  as  the  Cherokee  strip.  Aa  w»\*»'"^. 
which  these  resolutions  relate  pasaed  ^^°^ 
ate-during.the  last  Congress,  and  hsa  p««* 
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also  at  ihif  Gongresa,  and  is  now  pdnding  hi 
the  Hoase  of  Uepresentatives,  I  moVe  thai 
theso  resoluiiops  be  printed  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COlifi  presented  the  petition  of  William 
H.  Mead  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  who  is  the 
daoghter  and  heir,  and  also  for  the  coheirs 
of  James  Mitchell,  deoeased,  praying  indem- 
nification for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  prior  to  the  year  1801 ;  which  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  petition  of  a 
large  number  of  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 
for  the  equalization  of  soldiers^  bounties ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiura. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the 
Cleveland  Doiler  plate  mill  and  Ohio  bridge- 
works,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  the  repeal 
of  all  duties  upon  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other 
articles  of  necessity  and  comfort  as  can  be 
produced  in  the  United  States ;  and  also  pray- 
ing the  encouragement  of  home  industry  and 
the  interests  of  the  American  laborer ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  presented  two  petitions  of 
oncers  aod  soldiers  of  Vermont  regiments, 

E raying  for  an  amendment  to  the  bounty  and 
omestead  laws  so  as  to  allow  them  to  have 
patents  to  lands  without  settlement ;  which 
were  referred  tq  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  work- 
ers in  the  Eenaiogton  iron  works,  and  citi* 
zena  of  Pittsburg,  rennsylvania,  remonstrat- 
ing against  any  change  in  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country:  which  w^  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers  in 
the  Saucon  iron-works,  and  citizens  of  Lower 
Sancon  township,  Nortnampton  countv,  Penn- 
sylvania^ remonstrating  against  any  change  in 
the  existing  \m\ff  laws  al^ng  or  abolishing 
duties  uppn  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produce^  in  this  country ;  which  wi^  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

He  filsp  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Perry  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
^gainst  any  change  in  the  existing  tariff  laws 
which  may  abate  or  abolish  the  duties  upon 
articles  successfully  produced  in  the  United 
State9  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

He  f|lso  presented  a  memorial  of  workers 
in  Wood}  Son  &  Co. 'a  rolling-mill  and  fur- 
naces, and  citizens  of  Wheatland,  Mercer  coun- 
ty, Penpsylvani^i  remonstrating  against  any 
chaqge  in  the  existing  tariff  which  may  abate 
or  abolish  the  duties  upon  articles  successfully 
prodqced  in  the  United  States;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Comipittee  on  FinancOt 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  present  the  petition 
of  Sirrah  9.  Stafford,  praying  for  relief.  I 
deaire  to  sa^  that  there  are  reasons  which  I  will 
give  in  %  single  moment  why  the  committee 
ahoMid  ^i^amine  this  case  promptly.  Sarah  S. 
Stafford  is  the  only  surviving  daughter — she 
is  now  over  seventy  years  of  age--of  Mr.  James 
Bayard  Stafibrd,  who  was  on  board  the  Bon 
Homme  Rlct^ard  in  the  fight  she  fought  under 
Comqiodore  John  Payl  Jones  with  the  Eng- 
lish frigate  Serfipis.  He  yr^  the  man  who 
nailed  the  flag  to  the  mast.  The  case  of  this 
lady,  now  over  seventy  yearq  of  fige,  has  been 
several  times  befbre  voni^ress,  and  the  com- 
mittee reported  a  bill  for  her  relief  in  1860. 
A  few  days  ago  she  came  to  Washin^n  to 
try  and  get  Conf^ess  to  look  at  it  ag^in ;  and 
yesterday  mornio^  while  here  she  received  a 
letter  stating  that  in  the  recent  robbery  of  the 
Trenton  bank  the  burglars  had  taken  her  box 
with  eveff  dollar  she  had  in  the  world  in  it. 
Thfit  i$  np  r^^on  to  ^  Cpngress  for  relief, 
but  it  is  a  reason  why  toe  committee  sbonld 
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examine  the  case  with  care  and  speed.  I  move 
the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  St.  Augustine,  Floriaa,  asking  that 
an  appropriation  be  made  to  repair  Fort 
Marion,  and  restore  it  to  its  former  condition 
as  when  the  territory  was  ceded  by  Spain  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  referreato  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
^Mr.  SUMNER  presented  apetition  from  the 
students  of  the  Lincoln  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  passase  of  the  supple- 
mentary, civil  rights  bill}  which  was  ordered 
to  He  on  the  table. 

^e  also  presented  two  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the 
speedy  passage  of  the  bill  known  as  the 
supplementary  civil  rights  bill;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CONELI^G  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Wofield,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  asking 
arrearages  of  pension ;  which  was  r^f^^^ed  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  present  also  a  petition 
signed  by  citizens  of  New  York,  setting  forth 
the  inadequacy,  in  their  opinion,  of  the  salary 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  that  it  may  be  made  commensurate 
with  the  purpose  for  which  it  wa^  designed. 
Being  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  to  what 
committee  this  should  go,  I  suggest  ita  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Or  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  CONELINO.  I  think  it  had  better  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  mid  Elections. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so 
referred  if  no  other  committee  be  named. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Morris,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
speciid  act  of  Congress  granting  him  a  pen- 
sion ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  letter  from  officers  of 
the  custom-house  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  salary}  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Robinson,  of  Virginia,  praying  pay- 
ment for  provisions  furnished  the  Army  in  the 
year  1866 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petition  of  Bal- 
lard S.  Humphrey,  praying  restoration  to  his 
late  rank  in  the  United  States  Army ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

RBPORTS  OF  COMMITTKBS. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  report  back  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  relative  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Senate  February  18,  1871,  calling  for  a  report 
of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Florida,  or  the 
citizens  thereof,  now  on  file  and  unadjusted  in 
the  Department,  in  which  he  communicates 
the  lact  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Depart- 
ment relative  to  these  claims.  {  ask  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  communication. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT,  from  the  same  isommittee, 
to  whom  w^  referred  the  petition  of  H.  B. 
Denomn,  late  superintendent  of  Indian  anaira 
for  the  northern  sqperinteqdency,  praying  the 
passage  of  an  act  relieving  him  from  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  moneys  stolen  from  him  at 
Omidia,  Nebraska,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Compaittee  on  Claims ;  which 
was  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  from  the  Com^nittee  en 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 


the  bill  (S.  No.  298)  directing  the  conveyance 
of  certain  lots  of  grounds,  with  the  improve- 
ments thereon*  for  the  use  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  this  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  209)  amending 
an  act  entitled  '*An  act  directing  the  convev- 
ance  of  a  lot  of  ground  for  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  city  of  Washington,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr,  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  446)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
protect  and  establish  national  cemeteries,'* 
approved  February  22,  ^867,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  839)  for  the  relief 
of  James  Belgeri  reported  adversely  thereon, 
and  moved  its  indefinite  postponement;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

ANN  MCCARTHY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  atso  directed  by  tha 
same  committee,  to  ^hom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  265)  to  authorize  the  payment  of 
bounty  to  Ann  McCarthy,  to  report  it  without 
amendment,  and,  if  there  be  no  objection,  I 
ask  that  it  be  put  on  its  passage. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  i^s 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  authorizes  f^nd  directs  the 
Second  Auditor  of  tpe  Treasury  to  issue  a 
certificate  for  a  bounty  of  $100,  payable  to 
Ann  McCarthy,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
in  lieu  pf  Treasury  certificate  No.  309159, 
payable  to  John  McCarthy,  father  pf  Aoi^ 
McCarthy,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  Treasury 
certificate  named. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  th^  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  th^  third  time,  and  passed. 

DDPUCATB  CHECKS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  reported  a  bill  yester- 
day to  authorize  the  payment  of  duplicate 
checks  of  disbursing  officers.  I  am  now  di- 
rected by  tl)e  Committee  on  Finance  to  report 
a  substitute  for  the  second  section  of  the  bill 
reported  yesterday,  to  meet  some  objections 
made  to  it.  I  do  not  understand  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  as  objecting 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill  now,  and  as  I  am 
urged  by  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
I  again  ask  that  the  bill  be  considered. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1061)  to  author- 
ize the  payment  of  duplicate  checks  of  dis- 
bursing officers. 

The  amendment  now  proposed  was  to  strike 

out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu 

thereof  to  insert : 

Sec.  2.  In  caso  the  disharsinff  officer  or  acent  by 
whom  SQch  lost,  destroyed,  or  stolen  oriflrinal  pheok 
was  issned,  be  dead,  or  no  loafer  in  tPP  service  of 
the  United  States,  it  shall  he  the  dpty  of  the  proper 
accoQDting  ofl^cers,  under  such  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasary  shall  prescribe,  testate  an 
account  in  favor  ot  the  owner  of  such  original  check 
for  the  amount  thereof,  and  to  charge  sfiph  amo^nt 
to  the  aocount  of  such  officer  or  agent. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  ^  am^q4'' 
ed,  and  the  amendn^ents  were  qoncnrr^4  m* 
The  amendments  were  ordered  to  b^  engrosseo. 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

T.  J.  JOBI. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  select  Committee 
on  the  Rerooyal  of  Political  Disabilitiea  hi^ye 
instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  (3.  No.  624) 
to  correct  a  clerical  error  committed  in  the 
enrollment  of  an  act  approved  March  7,  1870, 
entitled  **An  act  to  relieve  certain  persons 
therein  named  from  the  legal  and  political 
disabilities  imposed  bjjr  the  fourteenth  nmoud- 
mept  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  BUteiy 
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and  for  other  purposes,"  and  I  ask  for  its 
immediate  consideration. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  Senate 
that,  as  the  bill  itself  will  indicate  on  being 
read,  it  is  to  carry  out  legislation  which  was 
had  before,  but  there  was  a  misnomer.  Mr. 
Jobe,  the  party  named  in  this  bill,  was  in- 
\  eluded  in  one  of  the  acts  that  removed  the 
disabilities  of  a  number  of  persons.  He  is 
an  official  in  Georgia,  and  his  name  was  erro- 
neously given  in  the  bill,  a  wrong  Christian 
name  being  assigned  to  him.  It  therefore 
did  not  affect'  the  person  meant.  This  is  to 
correct  that  error,  and  nothing  more. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
read  at  length,  and  it  will  then  be  subject  to 
objection. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
provides  that  the  name  of  S.  J.  Jobe,  of 
Catoosa  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which 
appears  in  the  act  approved  March  7,  1870, 
and  which  in  the  bill  that  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  was 
written  **T.  J.  Jobe,"  but  was  in  the  enrolled 
bill  erroneously  written  **S.  J.  Jobe,"  be  cor* 
reeled  and  changed  to  **T.  J.  Jobe." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Does  this  come  from  a 
committee? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  does;  from 
the  Committee  on  Disabilities. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Will  it  not  be  covered  by 
the  general  amnesty  bill? 

Mr.  HILL.  This  bill  has  been  passed  a 
long  time,  and  the  party  has  been  elected  to  a 
county  office,  but  is  debarred  from  exercising 
its  functions  by  reason  of  that  error. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

BILLS INTRODUCKD. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  asked,  and  by 
nnanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  525)  making  an  appropri- 
-  ation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  perfect  and  put  in  force  such  rules 
regulating  the  civil  service  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  adopted  by  him ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINDOM  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  526)  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Morrison; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
'    tee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BORE  MAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  527)  to  reimburse  United  States  marshals 
for  moneys  necessarily  expended  by  them  in 
taking  the  ninth  census  in  excess  of  the  com- 
pensation allowed  them  under  the  law  in  force 
before  the  passage  of  this  act ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NYE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  528) 
to  continue  in  force  a  grant  to  the  State  of 
Nevada  for  college  purposes :  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BXPBNDITURBB  AND  DSrALCATIONS. 

Mr.  CONKLING:  I  offer  the  following 
resolution,  and  ask  for  its  present  considera- 
tion : 

Rewlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  bis  jadgmeDt  not  incompatible 
with  the  poblio  interest,  to  furnish  the  Senate  with 
the  following  information: 

The  amount  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  by 
the  Qovemment  bince  the  4th  of  March,  1869;  the 
amount  embezzled  or  appropriated  by  unfaithful 
officers  or  agents;  the  amounts  remaining  charged 
miost  internal  rerenne  officers  and  other  officials, 
giving  the  origin,  date,  and  nature  of  such  charges; 


the  number  of  defaulters,  and  how  many  of  them 
have  been  prosecuted;  and  the  reasons  of  failure  in 
any  case  or  doss  of  cases  to  recover  the  amounts 
lost  or  to  punish  the  offenders,  together  with  astote- 
ment  of  the  criminal  prosecutions  instituted  for 
offenses  against  the  revenue  laws,  and  their  results ; 
the  number  of  officers,  agents,  or  persons  receiving 

f»ay  from  the  Government  in  any  branch  of  the  pub- 
ic service,  civil  or  military,  who  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  or  as  to  whom  the  expense  has  been 
reduced  since  March  4,  1869,  together  with  the 
aggregate  of  saving  thus  caused ;  also  the  same  foots 
in  respect  of  Uie  lost  three  preceding  Administra- 
tions. 

By  ananimons  consent  ^he  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wonld  suggest  an  amendment 
to  this  effect,  that  the  statement  give  also  the 
States  in  which  defalcations  in  the  internal  rev- 
enue have  taken  place  and  the  amount  of  defal- 
cation in  each  State.  I  suppose  there  is  no 
objection  to  that. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Not  at  all,  if  the  Sen- 
ator will  put  it  in  form.  He  will  see,  however, 
that  the  resolution  necessitates  that.  It  includes 
that,  because  the  particulars  are  called  for,  and 
of  course  the  States  will  appear. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  care  about  the  amend- 
ment if  the  substance  of  it  is  provided  for,  but 
I  did  not  80  understand. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  accept  the  amend- 
ment with  pleasure  if  the  Senator  will  put  it 
in  form. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  will  look  at  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  think  it  will  answer 
the  purpose  of  my  friend  to  insert  the  words 
*<  classifying  by  States." 

Mr.  COLE.    That  will  do. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

FINAL  ADJOURNHKNT. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  consider  the  concurrent  resolution 
in  relation  to  final  adjournment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  resolu- 
tion, submitted  by  Mr.  Mobton  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1871  : 

Retolved  fry  tA«  Senate,  (the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concurring.)  That  each  House  of  Congress 
shall  be  adjourned  eine  die  by  the  Presiding  Officer 
thereof  on  the  third  Monday  of  May,  1872,  at  twelve 
o'clock  m. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  make  a  change 
in  that:  to  put  in  '*  Wednesday,  the  29th  of 
May,''  instead  of  *'  the  third  Monday.'' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  After  the  reso- 
lution shall  have  been  taken  ap  the  Senator 
can  modify  it.  It  requires  nnanimous  consent 
now  to  do  so,  as  the  resolution  is  bot  yet 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Is  the  morning  business 
through  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
business  concluded  some  few  moments  since. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senate  is  not  full  now. 
It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  take  that  up. 
There  are  Senators  absent,  who  have  motions 
pending  on  that  very  resolution,  who  are  usu- 
ally in  their  seats.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not 
be  taken  up  now.  The  Senator  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Trumbxtll]  has  an  amendment  pending 
on  the  resolution,  and  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Schttbz.]  They  are  not  in  their 
seats.  I  think  the  Senator  will  hardly  press 
this  in  their  absence. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  attempted  to  call 
up  this  resolution  several  times.  It  has  been 
on  the  table  a  good  while,  and  the  Senate  has 
had  ample  notice  of  it.  I  think  I  must  ask  this 
morning  that  we  have  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
as  to  whether  it  shall  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
press  it  now.  If  those  Senators  were  here  I 
should  not  say  a  word.  There  is  a  bill  known 
as  the  Chicago  bill,  which  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Looak]  has  in  charge,  and  it 
seems  to  me  we  ought  to  act  on  that  promptly. 
I  should  prefer  to  act  on  that  now  rather  than 
i  take  up  this  resolution. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  who  desires,  as  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts states,  to  call  up  the  bill  in  regard 
to  Chicago? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  would  be  very  glad  \o 
accommodate  all  the  Senators. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senator  wiU  wait 
until  Senators  come  in,  I  shall  saj  nothing 
about  it. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere^ 
but  I  would  be  very  glad  if  the  Senate  woold 
by  unanimous  consent  take  up  the  bill  which 
I  have  had  called  up  two  or  three  times,  aod 
act  upon  it,  pass  it  or  dispose  of  it  in  some 
way.  I  hope  there  will  oe  no  objection  to 
that 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  no  need  of  unani- 
mous consent,  the  morning  business  being 
over. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  another  motion  b 
pending. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  aid  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  at  any  proper  time  in  getting  op  his 
bill,  but  I.  should  be  glad  now  to  have  this 
motion  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  insists  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
see  the  propriety  of  delaying  until  the  Sen* 
ators  come  into  their  seats  who  have  amend- 
ments pending  which  they  have  moved  on  this 
resolution.  They  could  not  have  had  any  idea 
that  this  would  be  brought  forward  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  think  that  on  that  ground  he  bad 
better  delay,  at  least  until  thejr  come  in.  When 
they  come,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  taking 
up  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
will  take  up  two  or  three  minutes  in  present- 
ing a  report  of  a  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  aqnes- 
tion  pending,  and  nothing  else  can  be  enter- 
tained except  by  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  I  understand,  the  mer- 
its of  the  proposition  are  not  now  debatable. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  are  not 
debatable  on  a  motion  to  take  np.  The  qnes- 
tion  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana, to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Uie 
resolution  relative  to  the  day  of  final  B4ioiim- 
ment. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  84,  nays  17;  as  follows: 
TEAS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Caldwell.  Car- 


jfreiinf  nuysen.  Hamilton  or  Texas,  uamita,  Har- 
lan, Kellogff.  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of 
Vermont,  Morton,  Osborn.  Patterson,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Rice,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  SooU,  Vioken, 
West^ilson,  and  Wright—SI. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Davis  of  Ken  tncky,  Davis  of  West 
Virginia,  Fenton.Goldthwaite,  Hill,  Johnston,  Kelly, 


Norwood,_Saul8bur:r.  Soburz3_ Sherman,  StoektpB, 

Sumner, 

dom— 17. 


Sumner,  Tburman,  Tipton 


irz,  onei 
,   Tram 


bull,  and  Win- 


ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Blair,  Bore- 
man,  Brownlow,  Buckingham,  Cameron,  Gaaseriy. 
Cooper,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Oil bert,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Logan,  Nye,  Pool, 
Pratt,  Spencer,  Sprague,  Stevenson,  and  Stew- 
art—22. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resoluUon 
is  now  before  the  Senate.  There  are  two 
amendments  pending  to  it.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  gave  notice  of  his  desire  to  modify  it 
80  as  to  make  the  day  Wednesday,  Uie  29th' of 
May.  If  there  be  no  objection  the  resolution 
will  be  so  modified,  and  it  is  so  modified.  The 
Secretary  will  now  report  the  proposed  amend- 
ment  and  the  amendment  to  Uie  amendment 
in  order. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Sumner,  which  was  to  add  to  tho  resolution 
the  following : 

Provided,  That  there  shall  be  no  adjonrnment  of 
Congress  until  after  the  passage  of  a  soppleBeatary 
civil  rights  law  securing  equality  before  the  law 
without  distinction  of  raoo  or  oolor. 
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The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  ScHUBZ  to  Uie  amendment,  to  add  : 

Also  laws  that  shall  provide  for  a  reduction  of  the 
tariff  and  internal  taxation,  and  a  reform  in  the 
eiyil  Mrrioe  of  the  United  States. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  first  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before  the  discossion 
proceeds  on  the  amendment,  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  shall  vote  against  the  entire  proposition 
without  reference  to  the  two  amenaments  that 
are  offered.  In  the  first  place,  this  is  an  ex- 
traordinary resolution,  never  before  within  my 
knowledge  offered  in  the  Senate  at  this  period 
of  time.  These  resolutions  for  adjournment 
have  always  come  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, where  there  is  a  natural  impatience 
to  get  back  among  the  people,  and  they  have 
always  been  delayed  in  the  Senate  until  the 
measures  of  the  session  were  perfected  and 
ready  for  passage.  Those  who  have  been  here 
for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  know  that  the 
Senate  have  always  insisted  that  the  resolution 
to  adjourn  finally  should  be  postponed  until 
the  business  of  the  Senate  was  substantially 
accomplished,  and  that  we  should  not  show  an 
inapatience  to  get  away  from  public  duties 
while  we  have  public  duties  to  discharge. 
That  is  the  ground  on  which  I  shall  base  my 
▼ote. 

This  proceeding  i^  unusual.  There  is  no 
occasion  for  it.  The  majority  of  this  body 
can,  at  any  time  when  they  are  prepared  to 
adjourn,  carry  a  resolution  of  adjournment. 
The  idea  that  we  shall  hasten  the  passage  of 
any  bill  by  fixing  so  long  beforehand  the 
period  of  adjournment,  it  seems  to  me,  is  not 
well  founded,  unless  the  Senate  and  House 
are  governed  not  by  proper  motives  in  the 
conduct  of  the  public  business. 

So  far  as  the  amendments  are  concerned, 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
and  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  I  am  opposed 
to  them.  The  resolution  for  adjournment 
ought  not  to  be  coupled  with  conditions,  and 
ought  not  to  be  passed  until  Congress  is  ready 
to  adjourn,  and  then  it  ought  to  provide  sim- 
ply for  the  mere  formality  of  adjournment.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  against  the  amendments, 
and  I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution  until 
the  time  arrives  when  we  have  passed  the 
necessary  appropriation  bills  and  such  other 
bills  as  must  be  acted  upon  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress. 

I  never  have  known  a  resolution  of  this  kind 
to  pass  before  all  the  leading  appropriation 
bills  have  been  passed  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  majority  ought  certainly  not 
to  pass  a  resolution  of  this  kind.  If  you  fix 
the  day  of  adjournment  so  as  to  prevent  us 
from  acting  upon  the  subject  at  our  pleasure, 
the  majority  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  minority. 
The  minority  may  combine  by  factious  op{K>- 
aition  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  reauisite 
measures.  I  see  no  occasion  for  us  to  depart 
firom  the  usual  and  well-established  mode  of 

foing  along  regularly.  When  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  passed  the  appropriation 
bills  they  will  send  us  a  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment, and  then  we  can  act  upon  it.  I  am  as 
anxious  to  get  away  from  Washington  as  any 
member  of  the  Senate,  but  I  will  not  vote  for 
any  resolution  of  this  kind  until  all  the  appro- 
priation bills  are  practically  beyond  danger, 
and  all  the  necessary  measures  of  legislation 
have  been  fairly  debated  and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  cannot  at  this  time  fix  the  day  of 
adjournment,  nor  do  I  see  any  danger  of  the 
failure  of  the  passage  of  any  of  the  bills  that 
are  now  pending  or  that  may  come  before  us, 
when  we  fix  the  time  of  adjournment  some 
three  months  ahead  of  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment fixed  every  other  year.  It  gives  us  a 
lee- way  of  nearly  three  months  beyond  the  4th 
of  March,  at  which  time  it  appears  to  me  very 


clearly  we  can  get  through  the  business  of  the 
session.  I  only  regret  that  I  am  compelled 
with  others  to  vote  for  so  long  a  time  as  the 
date  fixed  in  the  amendment  of  the  resolution, 
nearly  the  end  of  May.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  we  can  get  away  even  earlier  than  that 
without  any  danger  to  Uie  regular  business  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  regret  that  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  not  consented  to  propose  the 
resolution  for  the  adjournment  at  an  earlier 
date.  It  must  be  evident  to  every  member 
of  the  Senate  that  we  have  had  but  very  little 
to  do.  We  have  adjourned  on  every  Thurs- 
day until  Monday.  Very  little  business  is 
before  us,  and  the  business  of  the  country  is 
constantly  disturbed  by  anticipated  legislation. 
My  own  impression  is  that  the  sooner  we 
adjourn  the  better  for  the  country.  The  con- 
stant agitation  here  of  various  business  prop- 
ositions disturbs  the  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country,  and  the 
people  generally  regret  when  Congress  meets, 
and  they  look  forward  with  anticipations  of 
satisfiikction  to  its  adjournment.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  we  may  take  up  this  resolution,  and 
that  some  one  will  offer  an  amendment  to 
adjourn  even  earlier  than  the  day  proposed. 
I  myself  shall  certainly  vote  for  an  adjourn- 
ment on  at  least  as  early  a  day  as  is  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  think 
the  reasons  given  by  my  colleague  why  this 
resolution  should  not  be  passed  are  conclu- 
sive ;  but  there  are  other  reasons  which  ou^ht 
to  be  noticed.  If  the  Senate  means  anything 
by  the  appointment  of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee it  has  set  to  work,  if  we  are  to  have 
anything  like  a  reduction  of  taxes,  if  we  are  to 
have  anything  like  civil  service  reform,  this 
resolution  ought  not  to  pass ;  and  it  will  be 
considered,  if  the  resolution  does  pass,  that 
the  Senate  has  determined  beforehand  that 
the  investigation  shall  stop,  that  a  reduction 
of  taxation  shall  not  take  place,  and  that  civil 
service  reform  shall  be  buried.  That  is  the 
way  in  which  it  will  be  considered  by  the 
country. 

But  suppose  that  impression  should  be  erro- 
neous, ana  that  we  are  to  act  upon  these  great 
measures,  why  should  we  beforehand  restrict 
ourselves  in  the  time  necessary  to  consider 
them?  Are  they  not  great  subjects?  Is  not 
the  investigation  that  has  been  inaugurated 
and  is  not  another  investigation  proposed  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress  matters  of  great 
importance,  requiring  time  and  requiring  con- 
sideration when  the  results  of  those  investiga- 
tions shall  be  laid  before  the  two  Houses?  Is 
not  the  reduction  of  taxation  a  great  subject 
which  requires  the  utmost  care  and  attention 
on  the  part-  of  Congress?  Is  it  not  recom- 
mended in  the  President's  message,  and  are 
we  not  pledged,  as  it  were,  to  take  up  that 
subject  and  to  deal  with  it  in  a  large  and  a 
liberal  and  a  careful  spirit?  And  is  there 
nothing  in  civil  service  reform  but  an  occasion 
to  make  stump  speeches? 

Mr.  President,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if 
this  Congress  does  nothing  it  will  be  because 
Congress  does  not  want  to  do  anything.  It  will 
not  be  for  want  of  subjects  for  legislation ;  it 
will  not  be  for  want  of  subjects  that  demand  our 
attention  ;  but  it  will  simply  be  because  Con- 
gress is  determined  to  do  nothing,  determined 
to  make  no  reduction  of  taxation,  determined 
to  have  no  civil  service  reform,  determined  to 
have  no  investigation  into  abuses  alleged  to 
exist. 

Mr.  President,  I  say  that  so  far  from  fixing 
any  time  now,  we  ought  not  to  think  of  fixing 
the  time  now  for  an  adjournment,  and  I  pro- 
test for  one  against  the  practice  that  has  pre- 
vailed too  long  in  this  Senate,and  too  long  in  the 
other  House,  of  bringing  in  the  appropriation 
bills  at  the  close  of  a  session,  and  compelling 
every  one  to  vote  upon  them  under  whip  and 


spur  without  any  opportunity  to  investigate 
them  at  all. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  and  formerly  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  greatest  debates  that 
ever  took  place  in  either  of  those  bodies,  the 
most  thorough  investigations  that  ever  took 
place,  were  upon  appropriation  bills.  It  was 
when  the  budget  was  brought  in  that  the  great 
debates  took  place.  It  is  so  to  a  certain 
extent  in  the  House  of  Commons  this  day. 
But  now  we  pass  the  budget  without  one  word 
of  debate  or  of  examination.  There  is  no 
chance  to  examine  it  at  all ;  the  bill  goes  right 
through  under  whip  and  spur,  sometimes  upon 
a  five- minutes  deoate,  and  sometimes  with 
even  that  debate  cut  off,  where  it  can  be  done 
by  the  previous  question,  and  millions  and 
tens  of  millions  of  dollars  are  voted  without 
one  member  out  of  ten  knowing  anything 
whatsoever  of  the  merits  of  the  appropriation. 
That  is  not  rieht.  I  should  like  to  see  a  rule 
of  Congress  tnat  would  require  the  appropri- 
ation bills  to  be  brought  in  at  an  early  day  in 
the  session  that  the  budget  might  be  exam- 
ined, that  the  merits  of  the  appropriations 
might  be  fully  understood  by  members,  and 
that  they  mieht  come  forward  to  advocate  or 
to  oppose  them,  as  in  their  judgment  they 
deserved  support  or  deserved  opposition. 

But  when  you  fix  a  day  for  the  adjournment 
there  is  a  pretext  at  once  for  crowding  every 
measure,  for  curtailing  debate,  for  curtailing 
investigation,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  subjects 
which  we  have  said  shall  be  investigated,  but 
in  regard  to  every  bill  which  shall  come  before 
Congress.  Everything  then  is  to  be  done 
under  whip  and  under  spur.  We  all  know  how 
it  is.  Whenever  a  day  of  adjournment  is  fixed , 
from  that  time  forward  everything  is  done 
under  whip  and  spur.  If  you  fix  it  at  this 
early  day,  from  this  time  until  that  day  this 
same  unseemly  haste  will  prevail.  I  for  one 
object  to  it. 

I  do  not  quite  agree  with  the  reasoning  of 
my  colleague  about  a  minority.  He  says  that 
a  minority  may  obstruct  legislation.  It  is  very 
true  they  might ;  but  there  is  another  thin^  that 
the  minority  is  particularly  interested  m  in 
every  legislative  body,  and  that  is  that  it  shall 
have  a  fair  opportunity  to  consider  the  meas- 
ures which  are  proposed  by  the  dominant  part^ 
in  the  body.  That  poor  privilege  at  least  it 
ought  to  have.  If  it  cannot  defeat  them  ))y  its 
votes,  it  at  least  ought  to  have  the  opportunity 
to.  examine  them  fully  and  to  point  out  what 
in  its  judgment  it  considers  their  defects.  And 
for  the  very  same  reason  that  there  is  freedom 
of  debate  at  all,  which  is  more  for  the  benefit 
of  the  minority  than  the  minority,  there  ought 
not  to  be  that  curtailment  of  time  in  the  con- 
sideration of  measures  which  prevents  discus- 
sion. 

I  therefore  hope  that  this  resolution  will  not 
pass,  but  that  we  shall  go  on  as  we  have  hereto- 
fore gone  on,  and  when  we  have  reached  a 
time  that  we  can  see  what  every  one  must 
concede  is  the  close  of  the  session,  then  we 
shall  terminate  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  As  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  said  yesterday  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana.  I  suppose  we  have  heard  the 
key-note  for  tne  Democracy,  and  that  now  we 
shall  see  them  voting  in  solid  phalanx.  But, 
Mr.  President,  the  Senator^ s  assertion  that 
the  appropriation  bills  are  not  considered  now 
as  thoroughly  as  formerly,  is  entirely  erro- 
neous. There  never  has  been  a  time  when 
Uiey  were  not  considered  in  this  body  without 
any  limit  or  restriction  as  to  debate.  They 
are  so  considered  now,  and  the  five-minutes 
debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
always  been  called  the  most  interesting  debate 
of  that  body.  In  addition  to  that,  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years  there  has  been  a  special 
committee  in  each  body  to  examine  and  scru- 
tinize every  appropriation  bill.     An  additional 
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eommUtee  of  the  House  and  of  the  Senate, 
entitled  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
makesj  I  undertake  to  say,  a  more  thorough 
and  critical  examination  than  has  been  possi- 
ble heretofore  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mea.ns  or  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  like  the  distinguished 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  ?ote 
for  this  measure  as  a  business  proposition.  It 
has  been  frequently  stated  by  a  j^reat  number 
of  Senators  on  all  sides  of  the  Chamber  that 
if  a  day  was  fixed  we  should  work  up  to  it.  J 
acknowledge  that  it  is  an  experiment,  but  I  am 
willing  to  try  it,  for  one,  and  I  do  not  appre- 
hend the  least  danger  as  to  any  termination  of 
this  session  before  all  the  legitimate  business 
of  the  session  shall  be  thoroughly  considered 
and  decided  upon.  If  indeed  there  should  be 
a  factious  purpose  on  the  part  of  any  party  or 
any  portion  of  either  body,  it  can  be  easily  cir- 
cumvented by  the  President  calling  us  in  extra 
session  the  next  day  afler  the  adjournment  I 
therefore,  for  one,  am  ready  to  vote  for  this 
resolution  now,  believing  that  all  the  necessary 
legislation  will  be  gotten  through  with  by  the 
time  specified,  and  that  we  may  prevent  at  least 
some  illegitimate  legislation. 

Mr.  CU  ANDLBR.  Mr^  President,  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  unnecessary  feeling  on  the 
part  of  some  members  of  this  body  on  the 
question  of  civil  service  reform.  I  do  not 
think  we  need  be  delayed  in  our  adjournment 
on  account  of  civil  service  reform.  Some 
members  of  this  H^ody  here  present  will  re- 
member that  in  1861,  when  the  {Republican 
party  came  into  power,  nearly  every  employd 
of  this  Government  was  a  traitor  to  his  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  Republican  party  went  to 
work  and  reformed  it  of  those  traitors  and 
put  in  loyal  men.  That  was  a  good  step  in 
civil  service  reform. 

Then,  sir,  there  are  many  here  present  who 
will  remember  that  when  Andrew  Johnson 
became  President  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
very  difficult  for  him  to  find  an  honest  man  in 
any  party  who  would  profess  to  be  a  Johnson 
man,  and  he  was  almost  driyen  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  if  he  would  have  supporters 
^  of  his  administration,  to  take  sooundrels,  and 
he  took  ihem. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  will  please  pause  at  this  point  The 
morning  hour  has  expired,  and  the  unfinished 
business  ofyesterday  is  before  the  Senate,  beinff 
the  bill  ra.  R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of 
legal  ana  political  disabilities,  the  pendiqg 

?[uestion  being  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
rom  South  Carolina,£Mr.  Robertsoh,]  to  post- 
pone it  and  all  other  orders  and  to  taice  up 
another  amnesty  bill,  on  which  the  Senator 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Mob&ill]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  will  be  allowed  to  complete  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  can  finish  my  remarks 
at  any  other  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  no  Senator 
claims  the  floor,  the  Senator  from  Michigan  can 
proceed  until  the  regular  order  is  insisted  on. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  call  for  the 
regular  order  supersedes  the  questions  on  which 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  was  speiUcing. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  shall  have  something 
more  to  say,  I  give  notice,  on  civil  serTice 
reform. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  will 
be  entitled  to  the  floor  on  this  precise  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  when  the  resolution 
shall  be  again  resumed  by  the  Senate,  being 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  oQered  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  which  includes 
civil  service  reform  and  the  subject  of  taxation. 
The  Senator  from  Maine  is  now  entitled  to  the 
floor  on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 


IfKSSAOK  FROM  TBI  H0U8K. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives,  by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  an- 
nounced that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1016)  to  promote  the  development 
of  the  mining  resources  of  the  United  States ; 
in  which  it  requested  the  oonoarrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen* 
ate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1062)  to  admit  cer- 
tain machinery  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries  free  of  duty,  asked  a  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
and  had  appointed  Mr.  Horace  Maynaro  or 
Tennessee,  Mr.  M.  C.  Ecrr  of  Indiana,  and 
Mr.  Lionel  A.  Sbbldok  of  Louisiana,  as 
managers  at  the  conferenoe  on  its  part 

KNROLLBP  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled 
bul  (H.  R.  No.  1051)  to  change  the  times  for 
holding  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia; 
and  it  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident 

IMPORTATION  Of  MAOHINBRT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHERMAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  its  amendments  to  the 
bill  ^H.  R.  No.  1062)  to  admit  certain  machin- 
ery inmorted  from  foreign  countries  free  of 
duty,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  *  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHERMAN,  it  was 

Re9olvtd^  That  the  Senate  iDsist  upon  its  amend- 
xnenta  to  toe  said  bill,  disasreed  to  by  the  Hooie  of 
RepresentAtivei,  and  afree  to  the  confereuoe  atked 
by  the  Hoaie  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Hoases  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  oonferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  the  Vice  President. 

PAP1IR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBVKRRKD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHERMAN,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Abby 
Snelling  Glaflin  be  withdrawn  from  the  Blee  of  the 
Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Peuiont. 

OH  A  NOB  or  RBFBRBNOB. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Yesterday  a  memorial  was 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Nebraska,  [Mr. 
TiFTON,]  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a 
post  office  at  a  certain  place  in  Platte  county, 
in  that  State.  As  the  law  confers  the  entire 
jurisdiction  over  thai  matter  on  the  Postmaster 
General,  I  ask  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  the  memorial  be  transmitted  to  the  Post- 
master General. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

omoAOo  riRB. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
who  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  -the  regular 
order,  will  yield  for  a  moment,  I  should  like  to 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  lay  aside  the  regular 
order  temporarilv  until  I  can  call  up  the  bill 
I  have  mentioned  so  frequently,  for  the  relief 
of  Chicago. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  asks  that  tiie  pending  business  be  in* 
formallv  passed  over  to  take  up,  snbiect  to  a 
demana  for  the  regular  order,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Chicago.  Is  there  objection  ?  There 
is  none.  Any  Senator  can  demand  the  regu- 
lar  order  and  call  up  the  amnesty  bill. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  665)  for  the  relief  of  snfferers  by  fire  at 
Chicago. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  several  amend- 
ments that  I  desire  to  offer  to  this  bilL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  fron^  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill] 
is  now  pending,  being  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance, 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  not  offer  my 
amendments  now.    I  can  make  my  remaricB 


on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, as  I  shall  vote  for  that  amendment. 

I  presume,  Mr.  President,  that  theto  is  not 
a  single  member  of  this  body  who  desires  to 
do  an  injustice  either  to  any  community  or  any 
iudividual.  As  I  remarked  yesterday,  there 
was  during  the  fearful  conflagrations  of  last 
fall  great  suffering  in  Michigan  and  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  considerable  in  Minnesota.  Whole 
counties  were  almost  depopulated  during  thoaa 
terrible  fires.  In  two  counties  in  Michieai^ 
sparsely  populated,  out  of  seventeen  huMred 
houses  but  seventy  six  were  left  standing.  In 
other  words,  there  were  sixteen  huodrec]  and 
twenty-four  houses  out  of  seventeen  hundred 
in  those  two  counties  destroyed  by  those  fires. 
And  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  property,  wbte^ 
was  absolute  and  complete,  those  fires  traveled 
with  the  speed  almost  of  a  rail  road  train;  wkola 
families  and  whole  villages  in  some  instaooea 
were  depopulated  by  this  devouring  element, 
and  where  the  people  saved  their  lives,  evety- 
thing  else  was  destroyed.  Families  wero 
aroused  by  a  roaring  sound  in  the  night  timo, 
had  barely  time  to  leave  their  beds  and  floofor 
their  lives ;  and  their  houses,  their  bams,  thair 
crops,  their  household  furniture,  their  farmiog 
utensils,  their  mills,  everything  was  eatirelj 
destroved,  literally  destroyed,  even  to  the  \iw% 
animals,  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and  poul- 
try. Everything  was  destroyed  in  this  frighif«l 
march  of  fire. 

And,  Mr.  President,  after  these  fires  bad 
ceased  raging  there  were  hundreds  of  iodiTid* 
nals  found  dead  in  the  woods,  who  had  boaii 
overtaken  and  their  lives  destroyed  by  this 
devouring  element.  After  the  fires  we  furnished 
such  relief  as  we  could  instantaneously  \  bat  wa 
were  obliged  to  send  men  and  teams  throngh 
the  woods  hunting  up  the  sufferers  and  carry- 
ing provisions  to  save  the  lives  of  those  suflTer- 
ers ;  and  I  myself  hare  seen  women  and  chil- 
dren, with  their  male  protectors,  left  by  ths 
flames  with  scarce  clothing  enough  to  cover 
their  naked  limbs,  and  with  aoUiing  to  aaU 
Of  course  these  were  immediately  relieved. 

All  the  world  has  been  liberal  to  ns,  as  it  baa 
been  to  Chicago.  All  the  world  has  contrib- 
uted to  our  sufferers.  We  have  gone  on  and 
built  them  buildings,  furnished  them  with  farm- 
ing utensils,  furnished  them  with  houscbold 
furniture,  bought  them  glass  to  put  io  their 
buildings,  and  have  done  what  we  could  to 
make  this  army  of  sufferers  as  comfortable  as 
it  was  possible  during  this  inclement  winter. 

Now,  if  you  propose  a  measure  of  relief  to 
Chicaffo,  I  want  that  same  measure  of  relief 
extended  to  these  other  sufferers.  It  matters  not 
whether  there  are  a  hundred  thousand  suffer- 
ers in  one  place  and  a  thousand  in  another ;  it 
matters  not  in  principle  that  the  hundred  thou- 
sand were  aggregated  together ;  let  the  same 
benevolent  aid  be  extended  to  the  thousand 
that  you  extend  to  the  hundred  thousand  ;  and 
if  you  grant  this  aid  and  relief  to  the  snff*erers 
in  Chicago,  grant  the  same  measure  of  aid  and 
relief  to  the  greater  sufferers  in  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  another  point  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  SenatOf 
for  I  am  sure,  as  I  said  before,  that  the  Sen- 
ate will  not  willingly  do  an  injustice.  All  these 
fires  in  the  three  States  of  Wisconsin,  Mich- 
igan and  Minnesota  occurred  in  the  Inmber 
regions  of  those  States,  and  it  is  lumbermen 
and  their  emplov^s  who  have  suffered  these 
terrific  losses.  The  lumberman  purchases  first 
his  land,  then  he  invests  large  sums  in  his 
mills,  and  then  he  is  obliged  to  put  np  a  small 
village  to  accommodate  his  laborers.  These 
villages,  some  of  them  containing  seven  hun- 
dred houses,  were  utterly  destroyed,  the  mills 
and  everything  pertaining  to  them  were  utterly 
destroyed ;  the  laborers  were  scattered.  Then, 
in  addition  to  all  that,  these  lands  were  devas- 
tated, the  life  of  the  pine  trees  upon  them  wss 
destroyed ;  and  these  Inmbermen,  having  been 
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which  the  duty  shall  be  taken,  may  result  in 
leaving  out  some  material  thing  that  may  be 
as  important  as  any.  We  want  it  for  all  build- 
ins  materials,  so  that  combinations  in  reference 
to  l)rick,  in  reference  to  lumber,  in  reference 
to  lime,  in  reference  to  cement,  paint,  and 
everything  that  goes  into  the  materials  that 
construct  a  house  shall  not  be  able  to  impose 
upon  these  people  extravagant  and  extortion- 
ate prices.  That  is  the  object,  and  nothing 
more.  I  do  not  expect  much  materials  to  be 
imported  duty-free  under  this  bill ;  that  is  not 
the  expectation :  but  in  the  case  of  men  who  are 
able  to  build  a  block  of  buildings  in  Chicago, 
if  the  prices  of  materials  are  put  up  to  such  a 
rate  that  they  cannot  afford  to  pay,  then  they 
will  be  compelled  to  import  from  abroad,  and 
they  will  do  it ;  but  if  this  bill  has  the  effect 
to  Keep  prices  at  their  level,  as  they  have 
been  kept,  at  which  a  fair  profit  has  been 
made  and  men  have  become  rich  from  the 
sale  of  these  materials  in  Chicago,  our  build- 
ers are  Willing  to  pay  these  prices,  and  if  you 
pass  this  bill  they  will  have  no  more  to  pay. 
That  is  the  object  and  the  only  object  there  is 
in  it.  The  amount  that  will  be  imported  will 
be  very  limited,  in  my  opinion.  The  amount 
of  revenues  lost  to  the  Government  will  be 
very  small,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  expe- 
rience of  Portland,  a  port  that  received  im- 
portations. There  the  amount  did  not  reach 
$22,000  in  all.  If  we  take  that  as  a  guide  in 
estimating  the  importations  that  will  go  into 
other  cities  suffering  a  like  calamity,  we  shall 
find  that  the  importations  will  not  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  seriously  affect  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  or  injure  individuals  eitner. 
It  will  not  affect  the  men  who  are  manufactur- 
ing these  articles  to  any  considerable  extent, 
if  they  will  sell  their  articles  at  reasonable 
prices,  the  same  as  they  have  been  heretofore 
sold  to  these  people. 

Sir,  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  come  to  a 
direct  vote  on  this  bilL  I  have  heretofore 
alluded  to  the  precedent  of  the  Portland  case 
and  to  the  appropriations  Congress  has  made 
heretofore  to  sufferers  in  foreign  lands  as  well 
as  our  own,  because  time  and  again  we  have 
extended  the  hand  of  liberality  to  foreign 
nations  when  suffering,  not  such  calamities  as 
this  great  city  has  suffered,  but  much  less. 
Now,  if  these  precedents  are  not  sufficient  to 
guide  and  govern  you  in  doing  an  act  of  justice, 
an  act  of  right,  an  act  proper  in  every  respect, 
vote  the  bill  down  ana  say  that  this  question 
shall  not  again  arise  in  Congress ;  but  if  these 
precedents  are  sufficient  to  justify  you  vote  for 
the  bill  as  it  has  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee without  the  amendments  designating 
articles,  then  pass  it  and  thereby  do  what  is 
designed  to  be  a  benefit  to  these  people;  other- 
wise yon  will  do  that  which  will  effect  but  an 
injury. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  It  was  not  my 
intention,  Mr.  President,  to  utter  a  word  on 
this  question,  but  to  quietly  cast  my  vote  in 
favor  of  the  bill  which  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois has  submitted  for  the  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate. During  the  debate,  however,  facts  have 
been  stated  and  positions  assumed  which  would 
place  me  in  an  improper  light,  not  only  before 
my  State,  but  before  the  nation,  unless  I  stated 
precisely  how  I  stand  on  this  question. 

Michigan  thanks  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
for  his  tribute  to  her  conduct  upon  that  occa- 
sion. I  return  the  tendered  compliment  by 
stating  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  I  share 
largely  in  the  interest  which  he  has  manifested 
for  his  constituents,  and  listened  with  satisfac- 
tion to  his  vivid  portrayal  in  his  well-consid- 
ered remarks  submitted  upon  his  bill  in  behalf 
of  relief  for  the  city  pf  Chicago.  I  believe,  as 
he  stated,  that  Michigan  showed  her  sympathy 
substantially  on  that  occasion.  I  desire,  how- 
ever, while  receiving  this  tribute  for  doing  her 
duty,  to  state  in  this  connection  that  as  soon 
as  that  proposition  was  made  by  Michigan,  in 


the  form  of  an  amended-  resolution,  and  that 
resolution  adopted  at  the  public  meeting  held 
at  Chicago,  to  which  the  Senator  has  jastly 
referred,  it  was  faithfully  abided  by  on  the 
part  of  that  representative  of  Michigan  while 
It  was  actually  repudiated  by  most  of  the  deal- 
ers of  Chicago.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  explain 
why,  upon  a  proposition  tendered  by  Michigan 
for  the  benefit  of  Chicago,  those  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago should  thus  have  repudiated  a  resolution 
formally  adopted  by  them  in  a  mass  meeting. 
I  state  this  not  to  reflect  specially  upon  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  nor  to  antag- 
onize the  object  of  the  Senator  who  represents 
that  city,  but  to  vindicate  the  proposition  pre- 
sented on  that  •  occasion  by  Michigan,  which 
would  have  afforded  more  substantial  benefit 
to  the  city  of  Chicago  than  the  measure  which 
the  Senator  now  advocates. 

I  desire  also  to  state  that  the  plan  presented 
in  the  bill  before  us  does  not  com  mead  itself 
to  my  judgment.  I,  however,  admit  that  my 
sympathies  override  my  judgment.  Taking 
the  precedent  established  in  the  case  of  Port- 
land, and  recognizing  the  national  character 
of  Chicago,  I  preferred  quietly  to  vote  for  this 
bill  which  receives  my  hearty  cooperation. 
My  choice  was  to  vote  upon  it  without  any 
otner  amendment ;  this,  too,  in  the  face  of 
the  loss  of  a  city  near  my  own  residence,  that 
of  Holland,  almost  totally  destroyed,  and 
also  in  the  face  of  the  partial  loss  of  the  city 
of  Manistee,  to  which  my  colleague  has  alludea, 
nearly  one  third  of  which  was  destroyed.  Con- 
curring fully  with  the  opinion  stated  by  my  col- 
league that  more  suffering,  compared  to  persons 
and  property,  was  relatively  endured  by  those 
two  cities  than  by  Chicago,  large  and  central 
as  she  is ;  yet  from  the  fact  that  Chicago  stands 
prominently  as  one  of  the  great  commercial 
centers  of  the  nation,  I  looked  upon  the  pro- 
ject for  the  relief  of  that  city  differently  from 
what  I  did  upon  such  relief  for  other  towns 
and  cities  not  so  central  or  so  important  to 
the  national  interests. 

But,  sir,  since  the  proposition  has  been 
made  by  my  colleague,  and  the  intimation 
thrown  out  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that 
Michigan  should  take  care  of  her  own  interests, 
and  that  they  were  not  in  the  keeping  of  other 
Senators,  it  became  my  duty  no  longer  to  be 
silent,  but  to  state  here  that  I  shall  now  offer 
an  amendment  covering  in  the  proposed  relief 
the  city  of  Holland,  as  well  as  Manistee,  Sag- 
inaw, and  other  adjoining  places. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.     Certainly. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  I  made  any  intimation 
that  Michigan  should  take  care  of  herself,  I 
have  no  recollection  of  it.  I  said  that  I  should 
vote  for  any  bill  the  gentleman  offered  for  the 
relief  of  the  citizens  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  respond  to 
the  Senator  by  quoting  his  words:  ^*It  is  not 
my  business  to  attend  to  Michigan.  " 

Mr.  LOGAN.  It  was  yesterday  in  response 
to  the  gentleman's  colleague  that  I  said  that, 
and  I  repeat  it,  but  I  did  not  say  it  in  any 
offensive  manner,  I  am  sure.  I  said  that  I 
was  not  responsible  for  Michigan  not  haviug  a 
bill  here,  inasmuch  as  I  was  not  the  represent- 
ative of  Michigan.  That  was  not  saying  that 
I  do  not  sympathize  with  their  sufferings. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  alluded  to 
his  inference,  by  his  remark,  that  Michigan 
should  take  care  of  her  own  interests.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  will  understand  me  as 
not  by  this  antagonizing  his  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  city  he  represents  affected  by  this  fire,  and 
the  Senator  knows  too  well  how  interested  I 
have  been  in  the  project  which  he  has  submit- 
ted for  the  action  of  the  Senate.  The  Sen- 
ator has  well  stated  that  I  was  a  witness  of 
the  Chicago  fire,  I  might  say  a  fugitive  from 
the  tornado  of  flame,  and  I  owe  in  measure 
my  escape  to  one  of  the  tunnels  of  the  city,  a 


monument  of  the  enterprise  and  skill  of  the 
citizens  of  that  city,  and  I  should  be  recre- 
ant to  my  duty  and  my  obligations  if  I  did  not 
support  the  bill  which  he  proposes j  bat  whea 
it  IS  here  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  that 
this  should  override  and  supersede  all  other 
interests,   and   that    we,   representing  other 

{>Iaces  which  have  suffered  proportionally  to 
ives  and  property  represented  equally  at 
much  as  the  city  of  Cnic4i^o,  it  became  my 
imperative  duty  to  rise  in  my  place  and 
announce  to  the  Senate  that  I  should  also  offer 
an  amendment  in  behalf  of  the  citiea  and  sec- 
tions of  my  State  which  had  also  suffered  bj 
fire. 

It  was  not  my  purpose  to  occupy  much  time 
on  this  subject,  but  before  taking  nay  seat  I 
must  be  allowed  to  allude  to  a  feature  of  this 
case,  referred  to  by  my  colleague.  When  I 
reflect  that  the  citizens  of  Michigan  met  this 
(question  practically  upon  the  spot  by  propos- 
ing to  the  citizens  of  Chicago  that  the  amount 
of  material  then  on  hand  should  furnish  at 
least  fifty  millions  of  lumber  to  Uie  citizens  of 
Chicago  at  prices  prior  to  the  fire,  thus  show- 
ing practical  sympathy  in  behsdf  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Chicago  who  had  suffered  by  that  fire, 
I  must  say  it  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  the 
Senator  to  intimate  that  I  entertain  hostiUty 
to  measures  of  relief.  He  knows  I  have  no 
unkind  feeling  for  him  or  his  cause,  because, 
as  I  said  before,  I  support  his  measure,  and 
he  ought  not  to  taunt  us  with  the  suggestion 
that  the  State  of  Michigan  is  more  desirous  of 
protecting  her  material  interests  than  of  Bhow- 
mg  her  substantial,  sympathy  to  Uie  city  thus 
smitten. 

Mr.   President,  it  is  well  known,    and  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  has  stated  it  in  his  re- 
marks, if  not  to-day  at  least  on  a  previous 
occasion,  that  the  material  for  rebuilding  the 
city  will  be  composed  largely  of  atone,  brick, 
and  lumber.     He  also  stated  that  while  this 
measure  would  not  affect  the  price  of  stone,  it 
might  indirectly  affect  the  price  of  brick.  How? 
Because  some  of  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  fol- 
lowing the  disaster  of  the  fire,  and  upon  the 
very  threshold  of  the  destruction,  laid  their 
plans  by  which  to  control  the  material  of  brick 
and  raise  it  to  an  exorbitant  price,  and  the  Sen- 
ator has  justly  attempted  in  his  measure,  and 
he  should  be  commended  for  the  course  he  has 
taken,  to  prevent  that  rise  in  brick.     If  the 
proposition  to  neutralize  the  effect  of  high  rates 
upon  brick  is  worthy  of  this  mode  of  consider- 
ation, it  might  have  been  equally  applicable  to. 
lumber  had  the  citizens  of  Chicago  succeed^ 
in  materially  raising  the  price  of  lumber.  The 
attempt    was    made  to    raise  the  price   by 
citizens  of  Chicago.    Michigan  stepped  in  and 
thwarted  that  rise,  and  should  she  be  burdened 
for  her  magnanimity?    How  does  this  meas- 
ure affect  the  State  of  Michigan?    It  is  well 
known  to  Senators  in  this  Chamber  that  Mich- 
igan is  the  largest  producing  State  in  this 
Union  of  the  article  of  lumber.     It  is  idso 
well  known  that  Chicago  is  the  greatest  lumbc^ 
mart  in  the  world.     Michigan  contributes  to 
this  market  more  than  any  other  State.     The 
project  in  the  bill  presented  by  the  Senator 
trom  Illinois  proposes  to  reduce  indirectly  the 
price  of  lumber.     That  necessarily  affects  the 
citizens  of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent.     Is  it  strange,  therefore, 
that  my  colleague  should  rise  in  his  seat  here 
in  defense  of  the  interests  of  Michigan  ?    In 
other  words,  it  is  proposed  by  the  bill  in  effect 
to  compel  Michigan,  largely  a  supplier  of  lum- 
ber, to  contribute  more  largely  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  at  Chicago   than   any  other 
State  of  the  Union.     Is  this  equitable?    Is  it 
just  to  a  State  foremost  in  the  generosities  of 
magnanimous  aid  ? 

Had  I  the  control  of  this  bill,  or  the  man- 
agement of  its  complexion,  I  should  have  pro- 
posed that  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Unitea 
States  an  aggregation  should  be  nuide  in  dol* 
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Ian  for  relief  based  apon  the  amount  remitted 
to  Portland,  taking  into  consideration  'differ- 
ence of  extent  and  value  of  loss  of  the  two 
cities ;  then  hj  the  equality  of  ^our  revenue, 
derived  as  it  is  from  the  resources  of  the  sev- 
eral States  equitably  distributed,  you  would 
have  every  State  contribute  its  fair  proportion 
to  this  great  national  calamity.  As  I  intimated 
in  the  opening  of  mv  remarks,  I  waited  silently 
for  a  vote,  to  scie  whether  this  Congress  would 
confirm  the  precedent  in  the  case  of  the  city 
of  Portland  by  its  action  toward  Chicago,  and 
thereby  affirm  a  rule,  when  it  was  my  purpose 
to  move  for  similar  relief  for  all  other  places 
that  have  likewise  suffered  by  fire.  I  pre- 
ferred to  rest  and  let  the  bill  take  its  course, 
and  that  would  be  my  choice  now ;  and  I  shall 
hesitate  to  offer  an  amendment  covering  other 
places,  unless  I  am  compelled  to  do  so  by  ob- 
serving that  the  Senate  propose  to  conclude 
their  action  on  this  bill  without  affording 
relief  to  any  other  suffering  portion  of  our 
country. 

Mr.  President,  I  wish  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois  to  understand  that  I  shall  support  his  bill. 
He  ought  to  know  that  He  has  alluded  to 
the  substantial  evidence  of  sympathy  which 
my  State  has  given  to  Chicago  through  its 
representative ;  therefore  he  must  not  suppose 
(and  I  listened  with  sorrow  to  the  remark)  that 
any  observations  upon  this  bill  is  antagonism 
to  it.  I  disclaim  it.  I  am  not  inimical  to  it, 
but  I  want  the  proposition  to  stand  fairly  upon 
its  merits,  and  the  relief  intended  equitably 
distributed.  I  want  the  Senate  to  establish  a 
rule  now  that  will  control  all  cases  hereafter 
of  a  like  character,  whether  they  be  central 
to  the  nation,  national  in  their  importance,  or 
measurably  local  in  their  interest. 

At  the  proper  time,  as  stated,  I  shall  pro- 

r>se  to  include  other  places  in  Michigan,  and 
doubt  not  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will 
offer  an  amendment  providing  for  Peshtigo, 
for  I  believe  that  Peshtigo  needs  aid  relatively ' 
more  than  any  other  locality  that  has  suffered 
by  these  fires,  Chicago  not  excepted.  The 
papers  stated  that  the  people  there  were  driven 
out  to  the  country,  flying  over  plowed  land 
to  escape  from  the  fire,  and,  throwing  them- 
selves into  fresh  furrows,  were  literally  burned 
up  in  chose  furrows.  Others  seeking  the  water 
were  burned  to  death  with  their  heads  just 
above  the  surface ;  while  at  Chicago  the  loss 
of  life  was  small  compared  with  the  immense 
loss  of  property. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  .of  Vermont  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  Senator  from  Illinois  alluded  to  the 
speech  he  made  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
rather  complained  that  it  was  not  listened  to. 
So  far  as  1  am  concerned,  he  should  make  an 
exception,  for  I  did  listen  to  his  interesting 
and  eloquent  speech,  as  he  always  makes  elo- 
quent speeches.  But,  sir,  I  proposed  the 
amendment  which  I  have  done,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  retarding  the  bill,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  perfecting  it,  and  I  think  it  should 
commend  itself  to  both  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Illinois,  for  there  are  no  members 
here  who  are  more  vigilant  scrutinizers  of  any- 
thing that  touches  the  Treasury  than  the  Sen- 
ators from  Illinois. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  legislation  is 
entirely  exceptional ;  and  unless  the  case  of 
Portland  forms  a  precedent,  there  is  no  pre- 
cedent on  the  statute-book.  When  the  great 
fire  occurred  at  New  York,  it  was  even  refused, 
I  believe,  to  remit  the  duties  upon  goods  that 
were  burned  up. 

Now,  sir,  in  order  to  perfect  the  amendment 
proi>osed  by  me,  and  to  include  all  the  substan- 
tial articles  that  are  used  in  building,  I  pro- 
pose to  add  at  the  end  of  the  amendment 
already  offered  "  glass,  linseed  oil,  and  white 
lead." 

It  must  be  obvious  that  there  are  a  thousand 
little,  inconsiderable  articles  that  are  used  in 
tuildiiig  which  it  would  be  no  substantial  re- 


lief to  have  exempted  from  duty  or  to  have  a 
drawback  upon.  If  we  grasp  all  of  the  great 
articles  that  count  in  the  expense  of  building, 
we  shall  accomplish  the  entire  purpose ;  and 
if  we  are  to  establish  a  precedent  by  this  bill, 
as  seems  probable*,  for  tnere  are  already  three 
or  four  additional  amendments  to  be  offered, 
certainly  we  should  establish  one  that  we 
should  be  willing  to  abide  by.  I  appeal,  there- 
fore, to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  not  to  find 
any  fault  or  to  object  to  the  amendment  which 
I  propose. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.     I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Carpen- 
ter in  the  chair.)  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  Senate  resumes  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amnesty  bill  so  called,  the  pending 
?iuestion  being  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
rom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Robertson,]  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
and  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  No.  1050,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  On  the  postponement  of 
which  bill  have  the  yeas  and  nays  been 
ordered? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  On  the 
postponement  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  That  is,  to  take  up  the  amnesty 
bill? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  To  take  up 
the  amnesty  bill  which  has  come  recently  from 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  move  to  postpone  all  other 
orders  until  the  bill  that  is  now  before  the 
Senate,  or  which  was  under  consideration  a 
moment  ago,  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  1  ask  for  a  vote  of  the  Senate  on  that 
motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  can 
move  a  division  of  the  question  now.  before 
the  Senate,  and  if  this  bill  shall  be  postponad, 
he  can  then  move  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  would  allow  this  bill 
to  be  proceeded  with  until  we  got  through  with 
it.  It  will  not  take  much  longer.  I  shall  ask 
for  a  division  of  the  question,  as  suggested  by 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  he  allow  the  pend- 
ing bill  to  be  passed  over  informally  that  this 
Chicago  question  may  be  disposed  of.  It 
seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  be  calling  it  up 
day  by  day.  It  was  called  up  the  other  day ; 
now  again  to-day.    Let  us  finish  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  will  give  an  hour's 
time,  if  it  can  be  disposed  of  within  that 
time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  consents  to  the  passing 
over  informally  of  the  pending  bill  for  one 
hour. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  One  hour  will  suit  me  if 
other  gentlemen  do  not  take  up  that  hour. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  555)  for  the  relief  of  sufferers 
by  fire  at  Chicago  is  still  before  the  Senate  as 
in  Committee  or  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  I  can- 
not see  and  do  not  understand  why  Mich* 
igan  should  be  held  responsible  for  Chicago 
rascals.  Perhaps  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
will  explain. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  explain,  if  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me.  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, in  a  very  pleasing  manner,  asks  me  to 
explain  why  Michigan  should  be  held  respon- 
sible for  Chicago  rascals.  I  do  not  want  to  use 
that  kind  of  language  toward  any  person  in 
Chicago,  nor  will  I  descend  to  that  kind  of 
description  of  persons  in  the  State  represented 
by  the  gentleman.    Chicago  perhaps  has  its 


proper   number  of  rascals;    Michigan   mav 
have,  but  I  presume  has  not. 

What  I  desire  to  say,  however,  is  this:  I 
attempted  to  compliment  my  friend  on  my 
right,  [Mr.  Ferrt,  of  Michigan,]  and  tried  to 
do  so.  I  thought  he  deserved  it  on  account 
of  his  action  during  the  fire  at  Chicago,  or  very 
soon  afterward ;  but  he  seemed  not  to  take  it 
as  such,  but  rather  desired  to  impugn  some- 
thing I  had  said  or  some  feeling  I  had  toward 
him.  I  have  none,  sir;  nor  did  I  say  anything 
derogatory  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  I  saiu 
that  I  was  very  sorry  to  see  that  any  individ- 
ual who  had  so  much  sympathy  for  his  own 
constituents  where  one  man  was  affected  would 
withdraw  that  sympathy  from  a  great  commun- 
ity suffering  under  an  unparalleled  calamity. 
I  said  that,  and  the  laneuage  of  the  Senator 
[Mr.  Chandler]  justified  me  in  saying  it. 

His  reference  to  Chicago  rascals  lunder- 
stand  to  mean  this :  his  colleague  stated  that 
at  the  time  the  proposition  was  made  to  keep 
lumber  at  the  price  prior  to  the  fire  the  citi- 
zens of  Chicago  repudiated  the  resolution. 
That  is  what  is  referred  to,  I  presume.  That  is 
true;  and  that  is  the  very  thing  we  are  trying 
to  provide  against  by  this  bill.  The  Chicago 
lumbermen  did  repudiate  that  resolution  and 
raise  the  price  of  their  lumber ;  but  the  Michi- 
gan lumbermen  refused  to  do  it.  That  is  the 
way  I  understand  it.  I  tried  to  complimeni 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Ferrt]  for 
that ;  but  he  did  not  seem  to  receive  it  as  a 
compliment.  This  very  bill  is  as  much  against 
our  own  citizens  as  anybody  else.  It  is  to  pre- 
vent them  from  doing  the  very  thing  some  of 
them  did  do.  Thatis  the  explanation.  Itisnot 
because  the  people  of  Chicago  are  more  honest 
than  other  people,  but  because  we  want  to  put 
such  restraints  by  law  as  will  at  least  have  ihe 
effect  of  preventing  them  from  doing  to  other 
citizens  who  have  suffered  that  wbich  they 
ought  not  to  do.  That  is  the  principle,  ana 
that  is  the  reason  for  the  measure.  1  have  no 
defense  to  make  of  the  lumber  merchants  of 
Chicago.  If  the  gentleman  has,  he  is  welcome 
to  it,  and  will  have  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  Senator  for  his  interruption  and  explana- 
tion. Perhaps  I  was  a  little  harsh  upon  those 
who  would  take  advantage  of  such  a  calamity 
to  raise  the  price  of  lumber  four  dollars  a 
thousand,  but  I  could  not  think  of  any  other 
term  that  would  express  the  idea  that  I  wished 
to  convey,  and  I  cannot  now. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  You  are  entitled  to  use  such 
language  as  suits  your  taste. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  That  was  the  only  lan- 
guage to  express  my  idea.  Now,  it  seems 
from  the  Senator's  own  statement  that  men  in 
Chicago  decided  to  raise  the  price  of  lumber 
four  dollars  a  thousand  instantly  afler  the  fire, 
and  that  Michigan  lumbermen  repudiated  the 
proposition  and  prevented  it  from  being  done ; 
and  yet  the  Senator  by  imputation  and  in  fact 
held  the  lumbermen  of  Michigan  responsible 
for  this  action  which  they  themselves  had 
repudiated  and  prevented. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  has  no 
disposition  to  misrepresent  what  I  said. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  the  Senator  has  no  desire 
to  misrepresent  me,  his  mind  must  be  wander- 
ing. I  stated  no  such  thing  as  has  been  uttered 
by  him,  nor  did  I  approach  it  in  any  sentence 
that  I  uttered.  I  did  not  even  say  or  intimate 
that  the  lumber  merchants  of  Michigan  had 
put  up  the  price  of  lumber ;  but  I  did  say  that 
the  main  lumber  merchants  there  had  put 
down  the  price  of  lumber;  just  the  contrary 
of  what  the  gentleman  states.  It  would 
seem  as  though  the  gentleman  had  a  great 
&cility  for  misunderstanding  what  other  gen* 
tlemen  say. 

Mr.  CELA.NDLER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  par- 
don. The  Senator  says  he  desired  to  prevent 
this  veiy  thing.    If  that  is  not  by  impntatioa 
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charging  it  upon  Micliigan,  whom  is  it  charg- 
ing it  upon?  Michigan  last  year  exported  one 
thousand  four  hundred  million  feet  of  lumber : 
more  than  all  the  othor  States  put  together^  I 
presume,  produced  of  fine  lumber. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Is  it  not?  Then  Island 
corrected.  We  exported  a  larger  amount  than 
any  other  State  in  the  Union,  and  certainly  a 
Tery  large  proportion  of  the  lumber  that  goes 
to  Chicago  goes  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  But  you  say  the  intent 
and  object  was  to  do,  what  ?  To  prevent  these 
very  Michigan  men,  as  they  are  the  men  who 
furnish  the  lumber,  from  doing  what  you  said 
your  men  had  resoi?ed  to  do.  Am  I  right  or 
wrong? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  No,  sir,  you  are  wrong.  I 
will  correct  you.  I  will  restate  my  position. 
I  said  that  the  effect  of  this  bill  was  not  as 
against  any  individuals  except  the  lumber 
merchants  of  Chicago,  the  men  who  them- 
selves put  up  the  price  of  lumber.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  are  gentlemen  from  Mich- 
igan or  where  they  are  from.  They  are  Chicago 
lumber  merchants  who  put  up  the  price.  It  is 
immaterial  where  they  may  have  lived  j  they 
are  now  Chicago  lumber  merchants. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  If  the  Senator  did  not 
intend  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  the  lum- 
ber merchants  of  Michigan,  of  course  I  ac- 
cept bis  declaration,  and  have  nothing  more 
to  say  on  the  subject.  I  certainly  understood 
him  to  cast  an  imputation  on  the  Michigan 
lumbermen,  but  he  says  he  did  not  intend  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  certainly  would  not  do 
that  in  the  presence  of  the  great  defender  of 
Michigan ;  1  could  not  think  of  it.  A  man 
would  he  utterly  senseless,  or  must  expect 
to  be  crushed  in  a  moment  if  he  did  such 
a  thing.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  This  »*  crushing  "  pro- 
cess I  have  seen  attempted  several  times.  I 
do  not  understand  its  execution  myself,  but 
this  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  had  it  at- 
tempted upon  me. 

Now,  with  regard  to  magnanimity  the  Sen- 
ator says  he  would  not  reciprocate  such  a  want 
of  magnanimity.     Am  I  right  there? 

Mr.  LOGAN.     In  whom? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     As  I  have  shown. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Applicable  to  yourself,  you 
are  right. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Very  well;  m^ke  it 
applicable  to  myself.  After  the  Chicago  fire — 
we  did  not  know  of  our  fires  at  that  time; 
our  fires  were  in  the  woods,  and  it  was  days 
after  they  occurred  before  we  heard  of  them — 
there  was  not  a  city,  town,  or  hamlet  in  the 
whole  State  of  Michigan  that  did  not  respond 
to  the  sufferings  of  Chicago,  and  I  myself 
united,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  whether  it 
was  more  or  less.  The  city  of  Detroit  alone, 
if  I  remember  rij^htly,  furnished  $40,000  for 
instantaneous  relief;  and  every  city,  village, 
and  town  throughout  the  State  responded  to 
the  extent  of  its  ability. 

Sir,  I  do  not  like  thus  individually  to  be  ar- 
raigned here,  either  for  my  State  or  myself,  as 
showing  a  want  of  magnanimity.  I  undertook 
to  show  this  body  that  the  sufferers  in  Michigan 
suffered  to  at  least  as  great  if  not  a  greater  extent 
than  the  people  of  Chicago  in  proportion  to 
their  wealth  and  population  ;  and  again  I  un- 
dertook to  show  that  the  greatest  of  these  suf- 
ferers were  these  very  lumbermen  at  whom 
the  Senator  was  aiming  this  shall.  That  was 
what  I  undertook  to  do,  and  what  I  think  I 
succeeded  in  doing.  I  undertook  to  show  that 
the  whole  of  these  enormous  losses,  amount- 
ing to  many  millions,  and  for  aught  I  know  tens 
of  millions,  fall  upon  the  lumbermen  and  the 
lumber  regions  of  the  State  of  Michigan ;  and 
now,  instead  of  furnishing  to  them  the  same 
measure  and  the  same  manner  of  relief  which 
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ou  propose  to  furnish  to  Chicago,  and  which 

ask  at  your  hands,  I  am  met  with  the  charge 
of  a  want  of  magnanimity.  Sir,  I  repudiate 
the  charge,  come  from  what  source  it  may.  I 
say  it  is  equal  and  exact  justice  that  I  am  de- 
manding, nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  I 
care  not  whether  it  be  to  the  citizens  of  a  vil- 
lage in  the  lumber  regions  of  Michigan,  or  to 
the  citizens  of  the  ^reat  city  of  Chicago ;  I 
ask,  and  I  have  a  right  to  demand,  the  same 
measure  of  justice  or  of  magnanimity,  or  of 
charity,  if  you  put  it  upon  inkt  ground,  which 
you  give  to  the  city  of  Chicago. 

I  agree  with  my  colleague  that  it  would  have 
been  better,  more  just,  more  equitable,  more 
proper  to  have  introduced  a  bill  giving  a  gross 
sum  from  the  Federal  Treasury,  compelling 
each  State  to  pay  its  fair  pro  rata  to  that  suni, 
rather  than  to  assess  upon  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, that  has  suffered  thus  frightfully,  one  half 
of  all  the  reliefyou  demand.  That  is  what  you 
do  by  this  bill,  for  in  all  your  buildings  our 
lumber  constitutes  near  one  half  of  the  mate- 
rial you  use. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Perhaps  not  quite  so, 
but  nearly.  But  you  demand  the  whole  of  that 
from  the  State  of  Michigan,  a  State  which  suf- 
fered frightfully  by  the  same  calamity  which 
has  fallen  upon  Chicago. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  say  very  frankly  that 
I  consider  this  a  dangerous  precedent;  but  if 
it  is  set  for  one  case,  (and  it  has  been  set  once,) 
then  I  want  it  to  extend  to  all.  If  it  is  proper 
to  grant  this  relief  to  the  cities  of  Portland 
and  Chicago,  then  it  is  proper  to  grant  it  to 
every  city,  town,  and  hamlet  throughout  all 
these  United  States  that  is  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, and  it  ought  to  be  done ;  and  I 
propose  now,  as  an  amendment,  to  insert  a 
few,  perhaps  two,  three,  or  four  of  the  towns 
that  have  suffered  most  fearfully  in  this  confla- 
gration. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Mr.  President,  it  is  as  true 
in  legislative  bodies  as  in  courts,  that  hard 
cases  make  bad  precedents,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  we  have  gotten  into  this  trouble  by  a  bad 
precedent.  As  the  Senator  from  Michigan  has 
said,  if  we  relieve  in  one  case  we  shall  have 
to  relieve  in  all. 

It  is  a  very  ungracious  thing  to  seem  to 
oppose  any  measure  of  this  character,  and  I 
do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  this 
bill,  but  of  suggesting  to  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois that  I  think  there  is  an  insuperable  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  passing  it  which  would  have 
prevented  the  first  precedent  from  passing  if 
it  bad  been  mooted  when  that  bill  was  intro- 
duced into  Congress — I  am  not  aware  that  it 
was — and  of  saying  to  him  that  he  can 
hardly  doubt  the  disposition  of  Congress,  as 
manifested  from  the  disposition  of  those  who 
stand  behind  Confess,  for  the  relief  of  Chicago. 
If  it  is  to  be  relieved,  I  think  it  will  have  to 
be,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be,  by  the  appro- 
priation of  a  sufficient  sum,  if  necessary,  from 
the  Treasury  by  direct  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  duties,  if  necessary,  that  are  to  be 
taken  mm  the  Treasury  in  this  manner. 

But  I  now  call  attention  to  what  the  diffi- 
culty is  in  my  mind.  The  bill  as  introduced, 
and  as  I  believe  it  now  stands,  reads  thus: 
the  first  section,  providing  for  the  reception 
of  gratuitous  contributions  which  may  come 
from  abroad  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  fire  which  occurred  at  Chicago,  declares 
that  such  contributions  shall,  when  imported 
at  the  port  of  Chicago  and  consigned  to  the 
proper  authority  for  distribution^  be  admit- 
ted free  of  duty.  The  second  section  provides 
for  the  admission  of  building  materials  at  the 
same  nort.  Here,  then,  are  two  sections  of 
the  bill,  both  of  which  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion free  of  duty  at  the  port  of  Chica|;o  of 
building  materials  and  contributions,  which  at 
all  other  ports  in  the  United  States  are  subject 
to  duty.    I  simply  wish  to  bring  into  contrast 


with  ^hem  two  provisions  o^  the  Constitntioo 
of  the  United  States.  The  first  is  from  thjs 
ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution : 

"No  preference  shall  be  clven  by  any  reculatioa 
of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  t>ort9  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another:  nor  shall  vumIs  boond  to 
or  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  eaten  el«ar>  m  par 
duties  in  another." 

The  other  is: 

"  The  Oon'creu  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  ooUeot 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  t^neral 
welfare  of  the  United  States;  bat  all  datias,  inpMta, 
and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throo^oat  the  United 
States." 

If  there  be  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent  on  any 
of  these  articles  in  any  portion  of  the  United 
States,  the  duty  must  be  uniform  throughout 
the  whole  United  States.  If  they  are  required 
to  pay  duty  at  one  port  in  any  Stale,  they  must 
be  required  to  pay  duty  in  all  the  States.  I 
need  not  argue  this  question.  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  apparent  by  simply  reading  tlie  pro* 
visions  of  the  Constitution  in  contrast  with  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  I  need  not  go  farther 
and  show  how  far  the  principle  may  be  carried 
if  it  were  constitutional.  Take  the  case  which 
is  presented  bv  the  Senator  from  Midiigan. 
Here  are  hundreds  of  people  suffering,  per- 
haps, for  want  of  food  in  consequence  of  the 
fires  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  If  it  be 
proper  to  exempt  building  materials  at  the 
port  of  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  reboilding 
the  city,  it  is  iust  as  important  to  exempt  tea 
and  coffee  ana  sugar,  upon  which  these  people 
live,  or  which  enter  into  their  living,  who  have 
not,  perhaps,  enough  to  eat  in  consequence 
of  their  crops  and  buildings  having  been 
destroyed.  It  is  just  as  important  to  exempt 
clothing  and  the  material  out  of  which  it  is 
made,  so  as  to  relieve  their  necessities.  In 
short,  the  principle  involved  is  that  wherever 
a  calamity  occurs  in  any  portion  of  the  United 
States,  whether  by  fire,  by  fiood,  or  by  robbery 
even,  we  are  to  be  called  upon  to  make  aa 
exception  in  favor  of  that  unfortunate  commuo- 
ity.  If  it  is  to  be  done,  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  done  by  making  an  exception  which  comes 
in  conflict  with  the  spirit  certainly  if  not  with 
the  direct  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  call  his  attention  to  one  point  there,  he 
may  be  able  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  Constitution  provides  that  there 
shall  be  no  preference  given ;  that  is,  no  pref- 
erence in  reference  to  ports.  This  is  not  ao 
exception,  if  the  gentleman  will  have  bis  at- 
tention directed  to  the  bill.  The  bill  requires 
the  duties  to  be  paid  on  these  articles  just  the 
same  as  on  other  articles,  but  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  with  reference  to  them  as  he 
sees  proper,  precisely  as  was  done  with  regard 
to  Portland.  He  made  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions in  that  case,  and  I  have  them  in  my  desk 
now.  The  duties  are  paid  when  the  articles 
are  received,  but  if  the  article  is  pat  in  a  build- 
ing as  provided  by  law,  there  is  a  remission 
of  the  duty.  It  is  upon  the  same  principle  that 
you  encourage  the  building  of  a  railroao.  Why 
do  you  do  that?  In  order  to  encourage  popu- 
lation to  seek  certain  portions  of  t^e  country, 
in  order  to  scatter  the  community,  enlarge 
jTOur  countrv,  increase  taxes  and  extend  civil- 
ization. The  same  principle  applies  here. 
You  propose  to  do  this  for  what  purpose  ?  To 
encourage  certain  persons  to  rebuild  a  great 
city  that  has  been  destroyed,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  population  there,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  lor  the  benefit  of  commerce,  for  the 
benefit  of  civilization^  and  everything  that 
applies  to  the  same  principle  as  applicable  to 
other  things. 

The  Senator  is  also  mistaken  in  supposioB 
tlftit  at  the  time  the  Portland  bill  was  passeo 
it  was  passed  without  a  full  discussion  and 
understanding.  If  he  will  examine  the  Obbe 
he  will  find  a  discussion  ronning  over  more 
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than  one  daj,  and  more  than  two,  in  reference 
to  these  very  qaestions ;  a  discussion  by  Mr. 
Fessenden,  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  and 
quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  whom  I  could 
name,  because  I  have  read  carefully  that  dis- 
cussion. He  will  find  that  the  whole  question 
was  then  most  thoroughly  discussed  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCfOTT.  I  have  not  read  that  discus- 
sion, but  I  can  see  very  clearly  that  the  purpose 
and  intent  of  these  constitutional  provisions  is 
that  the  Government  shall  levy  and  the  people 
shall  pay  the  same  duties  at  one  port  that  they 
do  at  another ;  that  the  people  snail  pay  and 
the  Qove^nment  shall  le^  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  uniform  duties  upon  imports, 
and  any  arrab|ement  that  parties  shall  first 
pay  and  the  Government  then  pay  back,  is 
simply  an  evasion  of  that  constitutional  pro- 
vision, for  when  duties  are  once  paid  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  officer  to  pay  that  money 
into  the  Treasury,  and  if  he  is  directed  to  pay 
it  back  by  these  regulations,  it  is  simply  an 
evasion  or  another  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  no  money  shall  be  paid  except  in 
pursuance  of  an  appropriation  oy  law.  He  is 
collecting  revenue  nominally,  but  he  is  paying 
out  an  appropriation  actually.  If  it  is  to  be 
done,  let  it  be  an  appropriation  really. 

As  I  said,  I  do  not  rise  in  spirit  to  oppose 
relief  to  Chicago,  but  to  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  these  are  considerations  which,  as  his  bill 
is  now  up,  subject  to  the  call  at  any  moment 
of  anybody  for  the  regular  order,  he  had  per- 
haps better  consider,  and  not  run  the  risk  of 
having  a  debate  lasting  an  hour  or  two  and 
then  the  bill  put  aside  and  another  taken  up. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Allow  me  to  call  the  Sen- 
ator's attention  to  something  else  that  he  has 
fiot  thought  of.  There  has  not  been  a  session 
of  Congress  for  a  number  of  years  that  you 
have  not  passed  bills  of  a  precisely  similar 
character,  not  for  destruction  on  account  of 
fire,  but  for  other  reasons.  Yesterday,  I  be- 
lieve, a  bill  passed  here  for  the  remission  of 
duties  on  certain  articles  to  be  imported  into 
New  Orleans.  Why  was  that?  You  pass  bills 
relieving  from  duty  organs  for  churches,  and 
for  divers  and  sundry  other  things,  at  every 
session  of  Congress,     why  is  that? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  the  Senator  will  permit  me, 
as  he  asks  me  the  q^uestion,  t  will  say  that  the 
bill  to  ^vhich  he  refers  suspends  the  duties  for 
two  years  In  all  parts  of  the  United  States  on 
specific  articles.  It  does  not  give  preference 
to  one  place  over  another  at  all. 

Mr.  iiOGAN.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  do 
not  So  understand  the  bill.  But  then  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  to  these  other  bills 
to  which  1  have  referred  that  have  been  passed 
in  divers  Congresses.  I  have  never  been  in  a 
Congress,  from  1858  to  the  present  time,  in 
which  there  has  not  been  a  bill  passed  relieving 
the  duties  on  an  article  for  some  church  or 
charity,  or  something  of  that  sort.  It  has  been 
done  time  and  time  again.  This  constitutional 
question  that  the  gentleman  raises  has  beeif 
discussed  over  and  over  again  in  Congress; 
but,  for  the  reason  I  have  given,  Congress  has 
always  acted,  and  acted  affirmatively. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  this  bill  should  have  encoun- 
tered the  criticism  it  has,  and  that  there  should 
have  been  any  attempt  in  the  Senate  to  con- 
nect with  it  other  matters.  It  is  a  very  com- 
mon thing  for  local  bills  and  bills  for  particu- 
lar individuals  to  pass ;  and  I  say  to  my  friends 
from  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  who  will  appre- 
ciate it  at  once,  that  if  the  practice  is  to  obtain 
in  the  Senate,  when  a  local  bill  comes  here,  a 
bill  for  a  pension,  if  you  please,  to  A,  B,  or  a 
bill  local  in  its  operation  to  some  particular 
place,  of  attaching  to  it  other  bills  in  reference 
to  other  pensioners  or  other  places,  we  never 
can  pass  any  special  bills.  I  am  sure  the  Sen- 
ators from  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  do  not 
desire  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  hill  for  the 


relief  of  the  people  of  Chicago  who  have  been 
burned  ouU 

Mr.  President}  a  large  part  of  a  great  city, 
extending  as  far  as  from  the  city  of  George- 
town to  the  navy-vard,  reaching  some  four 
miles  in  length  ancl  a  mile  in  width,  has  been 
burned  over  and  laid  in  ashes.  It  was  a  calam- 
ity that  stirred  the  sympathies  not  only  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  but  of  the  whole 
civilized  world ;  and  I  have  sometimes  thought, 
in  reflecting  upon  that  terrible  calamity,  and  its 
influence  on  the  people  of  Chicago,  in  causing 
them  to  forget  aU  animosities  and  all  unkind- 
ness,  and  oi  the  sympathies  it  aroused,  that  the 
exhibition  almost  compensated  for  the  calam- 
ity. Contributions  of  food  and  clothing  came 
pouring  in  from  every  little  town  in  Illinois,  in 
Wisconsin,  and  in  Michigan,  and  fVom  all  the 
cities  of  the  land ;  and  then  the  men  who  had 
gone  through  the  fire,  who  had  seen  the  indus- 
tries of  a  quarter  of  a  century  burned  up  in  an 
hour,  and  themselves  and  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren destitute  without  shedding  tears,  were 
overcome.  When  contributions  came  in  from 
the  great  citi[^  of  St.  Louis,  supposed  to  be  a 
commercial  rival  of  Chicago;  wh'^n  a  meeting 
was  called  in  that  city  while  yet  the  city  of 
Chicago  was  in  flames,  and  in  less  than  an 
hour  $100,000  were  subscribed  to  relieve  the 
destitute ;  when  the  railroads  were  cleared  of 
all  other  business,  and  there  were  speeding  over 
them,  at  the  rate  of  for^y  miles  an  hour,  car- 
loads of  provisions;  and  when  they  came  roll- 
ing into  Chicago,  the  men  who  had  seen  their 
all  consumed  and  shed  no  tears  were  over- 
come by  the  kindness  they  were  receiving, 
and,  forgetting  all  animosities,  were  melted 
together  as  one  people. 

And,  sir,  since  this  discussion  began,  there 
has  been  laid  on  my  table,  coming  through  our 
consul  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  away  off 
in  South  America,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Zimmer- 
man, of  that  city,  inclosing  a  drail,  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  for  seven  hundred  and  odd 
dollars,  in  gold,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sufferers 
by  the  Chicago  fire,  and  accompanying  it  is  a 
list  giving  the  names  of  the  contributors  and 
the  amount  given  by  each  person  in  that 
distant  land. 

And  now,  sir,  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  hesitates  as  to  whether  it  will  allow  these 
people,  burned  out,  their  dwellings  destroyed, 
the  industry  of  a  life- time  consumed,  to  import, 
without  pacing  duties  upon  them,  the  neces- 
sary materials  to  reconstruct  their  dwellings  1 
Why,  sir,  such  an  act  as  this  I  had  hoped  would 
have  been  done  gracefully  and  without  opposi- 
tion. The  people  of  the  whole  world  opened 
their  hearts  and  their  pockets  to  relieve  this 
distress ;  and  yet  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  hesitates  whether  it  shall  not  collect  the 
last  dollar  off  these  people  on  the-  materials 
that  they  Import  with  which  to  erect  dwellings 
to  protect  them  from  the  weather. 

eir,  I  am  sorry  to  see  this,  and  I  regret  that 
Senators  from  other  States  should  think  of 
embarrassing  this  bill,  to  which  they  are  not 
opposed,  b^  moving  amendments  to  include 
other  localities.  I  will  not  discuss  with  them 
whether  the  Calamitv  in  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin was  greater  or  less  than  tbat  in  Chicago. 
God  knows  it  was  bad  enough  in  Chicago,  as 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  FbrbyJ  and 
myself  can  both  testify.  I  am  sorry  that  there 
should  be  any  disposition  to  stay  this  bill  on 
account  of  the  other  cases.  I  do  not  under- 
stand either  of  the  Senators  to  be  opposed  to  the 
bill,  but  they  think  that  other  places  should  be 
included.  If  they  think  that  other  places  are 
entitled  to  the  same  relief,  about  which  I  have 
no  controversy  with  them,  I  ask  them  in  fair- 
ness, when  this  bill  with  reference  to  Chicago 
has  passed  the  House  aud  is  pending  here,  not 
to  embarrass  or  delay  it  by  insisting  on  amend- 
ing it  so  as  to  extend  relief  to  other  localities. 

Now,  one  word  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  thought  there  might  be  some 


constitutional  objection  to  the  bill.  I  think 
there  can  be  none.  This  bill  provides  that  cer- 
tain articles  shall  be  admitted  f^ee  of  duty,  not 
imported  necessarily  at  Chicago,  but  that  arU* 
cles  which  are  imported^  and  which  are  con- 
signed to  Chicago  to  be  used  and  are  used  in 
the  buildings  to  be  erected  upon  this  burnt  dis- 
trict, shall  come  in  free  of  duty.  That  makes 
no  distinction,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, between  the  different  porta  of  the  country. 
It  is  not  unusual  legislation.  We  have  some* 
times  allowed  goodsi  imported  from  abroad  to 
be  used  for  particular  purposes,  to  come  in 
free,  or  have  allowed  a  drawback  where  they 
are  imported  and  used  in  a  particular  way.  We 
hllow  a  drawback  on  goods  Imported  to  this 
country  and  then  exported  to  foreign  couo- 
tries. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  is  a  drawback  on 
salt  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  to-day,  the 
Senator  from  Maine  reminds  mo,  a  drawback 
on  salt. 

Mr.  FBELIN6HUYSEN.  Is  it  a  draw- 
back  or  an  exemption  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  see  that  that 
would  make  any  difference.  Sometimes  we 
have  authorized  articles  to  be  imported  free  of 
duty  that  went  into  a  particular  kind  of  ma- 
chinery. My  recollection  is  that  some  years 
ago  a  law  was  passed  allowing  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  flax  to  come  in  free  of 
duty  for  a  certain  length  of  time^  Such  legis- 
lation has  been  common  in  the  history  of  the 
country. 

I  cannot  think,  Mr.  President,  that  there  is 
any  constitutional  objection  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  I  hope  we  may  come  to  a  vote 
upon  it.  I  am  aware  that  we  are  considering 
it  now  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Morrill]  who  has  the  floor  to- 
day upon  another  subject;  and  I  do  hope  that 
the  Senate  will  allow  this  bill  to  pass^  and  that 
our  fViends  from  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  will 
not  insist  upon  putting  on  this  bill  the  amend- 
ments which  they  have  suggested,  but  will 
introduce  them  as  new  bills,  to  stand  upon 
their  own  merits,  and  I  doubt  not  they  will 
receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress 
if  they  come  within  the  principle  of  this  bill, 
and  if  they  do  not,  I  am  sure  the  Senators 
from  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  would  not  ask 
to  embarrass  this  bill  with  them. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  will  withdraw  his 
amendment  and  let  us  vote  directly  on  the 
bill,  and  I  say  to  the  Senators  from  Michigan 
that  if  they  wish  to  get  something  for  the  re- 
lief of  their  people  who  have  met  with  such 
terrible  misfortunes,  I  will  do  whatever  I  can 
to  aid  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  money  was 
made  not  to  be  hoarded  but  to  do  good.  The 
people  of  Chicago  have  had  come  upon  them 
a  most  teiYible  misfortune,  and,  for  one,  I  am 
ready  to  go  as  far  as  we  can  possibly  go  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  aid 
them.  The  people  have  had  a  terrible  mis- 
fortune come  upon  them  in  portions  of  Wis- 
consin and  Michigan,  and  if  this  great  nation 
can  aid  them  in  any  way,  I  think  it  ought  to 
do  it.  The  world  was  made  to  grow  men  and 
women ;  money  was  made  to  do  good  with  and 
not  to  be  hoarded  up  or  higgled  over ;  and,  for 
one,  I  desire  to  vote  for  this  bill  pure  and 
simple  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  concurred  in  reporting 

this  bill  in  deference  to  the  precedent  in  the 
Portland  case^  though  I  perceive  that  that  pre- 
cedent has  been  very  much  misunderstood, 
and  that  statements  have  been  made  in  regard 
to  it  which  are  not  sustained  by  the  record. 
My  impression  was  that  there  was  no  debate 
upon  or  any  opposition  to  the  bill  in  regard  to 
Portland,  and  on  referringto  the  record  I  find 
that  that  was  the  case,  xhe  bill  was  intro- 
duced on  the  27th  of  July,  1866,  in  terms  very 
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similar  to  the  second  sectioa  of  the  present 

bill.     I  read  from  the  Globe : 

'*  Mr.  Ltnch,  of  Maine.  I  aak  anukimoas  oonsent 
to  introdace  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  safferera  by 
fire  at  Portland,  Maine." 

Leave  was  granted;  there  was  no  debate 
upon  it.  The  bill  was  taken  op  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  within  three  minutes  was  passed 
without  the  yeas  and  nays^  simply  by  a  vote 
by  tellers.  There  was  no  division  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  House.  It  came  to 
the  Senate,  and  I  will  read  all  that  occurred 
in  regard  to  it  in  the  Senate : 

**  The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  814)  for  the  relief  of  the  saffer- 
ers  hy  the  late  fire  at  Portland  was  read  twice  by  its 
title. 

**  Mr.  FsssKNDKH.  I  should  like  to  have  that  bill 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  now.  It  is  very  short,  and 
I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

*  By  ananimoos  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill." 

Then  it  is  recited : 

*'The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  road  the 
third  time,and  passed."— Cbn^rMtumo/  (7^e,Thirty- 
Ninth  Congress,  First  Session,  p.  4222. 

This  precedent  having  been  set,  I,  for  one, 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  the  prece- 
deut  in  a  case  like  this,  where  the  argument  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  soch  a  bill  was  im- 
mensely stronger.  I  therefore  voted  against 
the  amendment  now  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  in  committee,  on  the  ground 
that  if  this  precedent  was  to  be  followed,  it 
had  better  be  followed  in  a  spirit  of  generous 
liberality  rather  than  to  make  exceptions  or 
qualifications. 

It  is  true  that  there  was  a  very  long  debate 
on  another  bill  for  the  relief  of  Portland,  and 
that  was  just  the  kind  of  a  bill  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Pennsylvania  now  advises 
us  to  pass,  namely,  a  bill  appropriating  directly, 
so  much  money  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  fire  at  Portland.  I  find  that  in  that  debate 
a  large  number  of  the  Senators  participated, 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbullj  him- 
self opposing  the  measure  with  great  ability, 
as  he  always  does,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by  a 
very  close  vote.  The  debate  extended  during 
the  greater  part  of  a  day,  covering  many  col- 
umns of  the  Globe,  and  the  bill  was  only  car- 
ried by  two  or  three  majority.  Thus,  after 
the  debate,  Congress  i>assed  by  a  close  vote 
a  proposition  appropriating  $60,000  for  the 
rehef  of  the  sufferers  at  Portland,  and  subse- 
quently passed  without  objection,  by  a  practi- 
cally unanimous  vote  of  both  Houses,  a  bill 
similar  to  that  now  before  us.  The  constitu- 
tional objection  was  never  presented ;  the  point 
now  made  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
was  never  presented.  I  must  confess,  from 
the  little  reflection  I  hav^  been  able  to  give  to 
it,  that  although  that  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution was  familiar  to  me,  I  am  not  able  now  to 
answer  the  point.  This  is  not  a  proposition 
similar  to  the  propositions  that  have  been 
passed  remitting  duties  on  certain  things.  The 
Dill  that  passed  yesterday  was  a  proposition 
remitting  duties  on  a  certain  class  of  machin- 
ery, it  made  no  difference  where  imported. 
This  bill  has  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  tiie 
port  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  not,  as  the  Sen- 
ator will  see  if  he  will  look  at  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to 
read  the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Sio.  2.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  under 
such  reffulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  prescribe,  on  all  materials  imported  to  be  and 
actoolly  used  in  buildings  erectea  on  the  c round 
homed  over  by  said  fire,  a  drawback  of  the  import 
duties  upon  the  same;  Provided^  That  said  mate- 
rials shall  have  been  imported  and  used  dnrins  the 
term  of  one  year  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    It  does  not  say  where 
they  shall  be  imported. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.  Now  read  the  first  section. 
The  Chief  Clork  read  as  follows : 
That  all  goods,  warem  and  mtrehandiie  which 


may  be  seat  from  places  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  as  gratuitous  contributions  for  the 
relief  of  sufferers  by  the  fire  which  occurred  at  Chi- 
cago, October  7,  8,  and  9,  A.  D.  1871,  shall,  when 
imported  and  consigned  to  the  proper  authority  at 
Chicago  for  distribution,  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Without  the  language 
before  me,  as  the  point  has  just  been  made,  I 
am  not  sure  that  it  is  well  taken.  If  the  im- 
portation may  be  made  at  any  port  and  the 
remission  of  duty  applies  to  the  article,  then 
it  is  not  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    That  is  it 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me. 
I  read  from  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House. 
No  amendment  has  been  adopted  yet,  as  I 
understand.  I  have  not  before  me  the  bill 
as  now  reported.  I  read  simplv  from  the 
original  bifl  as  it  came  from  the  House. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  distinction  should 
be  carefully  made,  because  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  if  this  was  a  discrimination  in  favor  of 
the  port  of  Chicago,  it  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    It  clearly  is  not 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  And  in  that  case  the 
accounting  officers  would  not  pay  any  money 
under  it  But  if  it  is  a  discrimination  in  favor  of 
goods  of  a  particular  character  or  description, 
to  be  used  at  a  particular  place,  I  do  not  see 
that  there  is  any  objection  on  the  score  of  con- 
stitutionality. It  may  be  setting  a  bad  prece- 
dent, but  it  seem  to  me  it  does  not  come  within 
the  literal  language  of  the  Constitution.  I 
regard  it  as  simply  a  gratuity,  a  contribution 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago.  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  example  thus  set  will  not  be 
a  second  precedent  of  a  dangerous  character. 
The  original  precedent  was  set  without  much 
consideration  and  without  much  debate.  I  am 
not  sure  but  that  it  would  be  better  for  us  to 
do  as  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
done,  and  contribute  largely  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  fire  at  Chicago,  rather  than  set 
another  dangerous  example.  It  is  true  I  con- 
curred in  reporting  this  bill,  and  shall  vote 
against  any  amendments  to  it,  but  if  any  other 
mode  of  relief  can  be  devised  that  will  avoid 
the  repetition  of  such  an  example,  I  should  be 
rather  disposed  to  substitute  that  for  this.  I 
do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  management' 
of  the  bill,  because  the  Senators  from  Illinois 
naturally  feel  a  local  interest  in  it 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  one  statement  that 
he  let  fall — I  do  not  know  whether  it  referred 
to  me  or  not,  but  I  presume  it  did — that  the 
statements  were  incorrect  which,were  made  in 
reference  to  the  previous  discussion  in  the 
Senate  on  this  particular  question. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  understood  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  to  state  that  this  particular  ques- 
tion had  been  discussed. 

^  Mr.  LOGAN.  I  said  that  this  question  was 
discussed  most  fully;  I  was  speakine  of  relief 
being  granted  to  sufferers.  I  ma^  have  said, 
but  I  did  not  intend  to  say,  that  this  particular 
point  was  discussed ;  but  the  general  principle 
of  affording  relief  to  distressed  persons  was 
discussed  most  fully  in  the  Senate.  That  is 
true.  I  read  that  discussion  clear  through, 
every  word  of  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  will  under- 
stand me  as  sayine  that  this  mode  of  relief  by 
the  remission  of  duties  was,  so  far  as  I  know, 
nowhere  discussed. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  This  narticular  bill  at  the 
time  was  not  before  the  Senate ;  but  the  appro- 
priation the  Senator  speaks  of  was  before  the 
Senate,  and  was  most  fully  discussed  in  refer- 
ence to  the  principle  of  the  power  of  Congress 
to  appropriate  money  or  afiord  relief  to  per- 
sons in  distress  from  hunger,  earthquake,  fire, 
or  anything  else.  That  general  principle  was 
discussed  tuUy  in  the  Senate.  Then  when  a 
bill  like  this  came  from  the  House  it  seemed 


to  the  Senate  that  the  whole  question  had 
been  discussed,  though  this  particular  bill  was 
not  before  the  Senate  at  the  time  of  the  discus- 
sion, as  the  gentleman  stated.  My  reference 
was  to  the  whole  ouestion  in  regard  to  Port- 
land, that  it  was  fully  discussed.  I  think  the 
debate  ran  over  two  days — one  day  certainly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  inform  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  that  I  have  the  discussion 
before  me,  and  it  must  have  extended  through 
two  or  three  hours ;  it  covers  several  pages  of 
the  Globe. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  At  any  rate  it  was  discussed 
on  one  bill,  and  the  next  bill  was  passed  with- 
out discussion,  because  the  debate  seemed  to 
settle  the  whole  question.  That  was  the  idea 
I  intended  to  convey  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Allow  me  to  correct  the 
Senator  again.  At  the  time  of  this  discussion 
the  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties  had  not 
been  introduced  in  either  House. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  said  it  was  not  before  the 
Senate  at  the  time  of  the  discussion ;  I  do  not 
know  exactly  the  time  it  was  introduced ;  but 
the  general  question  of  the  power  of  Congress 
to  relieve  communities  under  circumstances  of 
this  kind  was  most  fully  discussed.  As  to  this 
question  of  relieving  duties,  I  did  not  know 
until  the  Senator  raised  it  that  such  a  ques- 
tion as  that  was  an  open  question  for  discus- 
sion. Inasmuch  as  every  Congress  passes  bills 
taking  the  duties  off  certain  articles,  I  did  not 
suppose  that  was  a  question  which  was  open. 
I  supposed  it  had  been  settled  long  ago  by  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  and  I  suppose  so  yet 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  It  seems  to  me, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  is  eminently  proper, 
which  is  to  specify  the  articles  that  are  to  be 
admitted  free  of  duty,  rather  than  to  leave  it 
in  the  general  terms  ^'building  materials.'^ 
It  is  proper  that  that  amendment  should  be 
adopted  in  order  to  properly  guard  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government.  That  amendment 
being  added  to  the  bill,  I  think  that  the  other 
amendments  which  have  been  offered  should 
be  postponed.  There  is  manifestly  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  if  a  proper 
case  is  made,  to  afford  constitutional  relief 
for  the  sufferers  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 
It  is  hardly  appropriate  legislation  to  connect 
these  different  cases  together.  Not  only  in 
reference  to  the  bill  which  is  now  presented, 
but  to  our  general  legislation,  I  think  we 
should  get  along  much  more  pleasantly  and 
with  more  facility  if  distinct  subjects  were 
presented  separately  to  the  Senate. 

As  to  the  constitutional  difficulty  which  is 
presented,  as  I  understand  it  the  Constitution 
requires  that  there  shall  be  no  unequal  system 
of  duties,  that  the  system  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States ;  not  that  Con- 
gress may  not  in  a  .specific  case,  as  a  matter 
of  charity,  relieve  the  collection  of  duties. 
Surely  Congress  has  just  as  good  a  right  to 
omit  to  receive  $1,000,000  or  $500,000  of 
•duties  coming  into  the  Treasury  as  to  pay  out 
that  amount  without  its  coming  in.  It  is  a 
matter  of  charity,  not  affecting  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  requires  that  the  general  system 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  nation. 

These  are  all  the  remarks  I  have  to  make. 
I  look  upon  this  as  a  national  charity  toagreat 
national  calamity,  and  feel  authorized  to  vote 
for  it 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Mr.  President,  I  did 
not  intend  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  any  fur- 
ther remarks  on  this  bill,  and  I  should  not 
have  done  so  but  for  the  rather  remarkable 
speech  made  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  |^Mr. 
Logan,]  in  which  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
and  myself,  for  proposing,  or  suggesting  Uiat 
we  should  propose  amendments,  are  arraigned 
as  enemies  of  this  bill.  The  bill  before  the 
Senate,  let  me  suggest  to  that  Senator,  is  one 
which,  if  it  is  to  pass,  must  be  passed  quietly* 
It  is  an  appeal  to  good  nature,  it  ii  not  to  en- 
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force  a  right ;  and  therefore  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  says  that  to  oppose  this  bill 
is  to  '* sacrifice  the  rights''  of  the  people  of 
Chicago  he  is  employing  inappropriate  terms. 
This  bill  appeals  to  the  generosity  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  is  not  a  bill  to  enforce  a  right ;  and 
that  his  coUeagne  sitting  nearer  me  [  Mr. 
Tbuhbull]  well  understood,  for  he  made  his 
speech,  not  founded  upon  constitutional  rights, 
nor  upon  the  natural  rights  of  man^  or  of  the 
people  of  Chicago,  but  he  appealed  to  the 
sympathy  of  the  Senate,  by  the  employment 
of  a  pathetic  style  of  speech. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Looan]  has 
referred  ns  to  the  debate  in  the  Senate  on  the 
Portland  bill,  and  I  have  sent  for  the  volume 
he  has  referred  to.  That  debate  is  instruct- 
ive in  many  respects.  It  illustrates  the  great 
truth  that  '^  charity  begins  at  home.'^  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  sitting  near  me  [Mr. 
Trumbull]  participated  in  that  debate,  and 
spoke  upon  the  constitutional  principle  in- 
volved in  the  bill ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  how  differently  his  views  are  ex- 
pressed when  Portland  is  in  flames,  and  when 
Chicago  is  in  ruins,  I  propose  to  read  a  para- 
graph or  two  from  the  speech  of  that  Senator. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  fire  in  Chicago 
wflurmed  that  Senator's  heart  more  than  the 
fire  in  Portland  did. 

The  bill  upon  which  this  discussion  arose 
was  a  bill  proposing  to  donate  $50,000  to  the 
sufferers  by  the  fire  in  Portland. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     A  different  bill. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Yes,  a  different  bill, 
and  in  mv  opinion  one  far  more  proper  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  than  the  one  before 
the  Senate.  I  think  the  bill  in  the  Portland 
case,  which  was  then  nnder  debate,  is  less 
objectionable  than  this,  because,  as  has  been 
well  said  by  the  Senators  from  Michigan,  if 
anything  is  to  be  done  as  a  charity,  it  should 
be  the  charity  of  the  nation,  and  tne  nation 
has  no  right  to  confer  a  charity  by  levying  a 
tax  only  upon  the  lumber-growing  States.  If 
we  are  to  pay  out  the  money  of  the  nation  in 
charity  to  Uie  people  of  Chicago,  let  it  be  the 
money  of  the  nation:  and  it  would  be  better 
to  face  the  matter  rairly  and  squarely,  and 
appropriate  money  from  the  Treasury,  than  to 
resort  to  any  indirection.  I  think  such  a  bill 
as  was  then  before  the  Senate  far  less  objec- 
tionable than  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
But  let  us  see  what  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
said  in  regard  to  that  bill: 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.  It  is  a  very  unpleasant  duty  to 
interpose  any  objection  to  a  bill  of  this  character, 
intended  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  ooontry  occasioned  by  a  great 
calamity ;  but  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is 
not  a  charitable  institution,  and  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  is  not  to  be  used  simply  as  a  dispenser 
of  charity.  Now,  sir.  where  is  this  to  stop  ?  What 
is  to  be  the  line?  We  have  already,  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  and  since  this  dreadful  fire  in 
Portland,  passed  one  or  two  reiolations  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  sufferers.  We  have  passed  one  resolution 
authorising  Uie  furnishing  of  tents  and  other  ac- 
commodations from  the  quartermaster's  department. 
We  have  passed  another  resolution  or  bill  relieving 
the  parties  from  the  payment  of  taxes. 

**  Mr.  Fbssbndkh.  Only  suspending  the  collection 
of  taxes. 

"  Mr.  Tkuhbull.  It  is  relieving  them  for  a  time 
by  delaying  the  collection  of  taxes.  Now,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  comes  in  with  a  proposition  to 
pay  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  S50,000 
in  money  to  these  sufferers.  Sir,  yon  can  hardly 
take  up  a  newspaper  in  the  United  States  that  yon 
will  not  see  an  account  of  a  fire  somewhere.  Where 
is  the  line?  Where  is  the  distinction?  If  yon 
commence  appropriating  money  to  distressed  peo- 
ple who  have  oeen  burned  out,  yon  cannot  stop  at 
Portland.  There  was  a  very  large  fire  at  Chicago 
the  other  day.  I  have  seen  a  statement  that  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property  was 
destroyed  at  a  single  fire  that  has  occurred  there 
within  a  week  or  ten  days.  Fires  are  occurring  all 
OTer  the  country.  Now,  does  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  mean  to  relieve  all  those  sufferers  ? 

*'  I  know  it  has  been  complained  of  in  some  quar- 
ters that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  dis- 
posed to  arrogate  to  itself  all  power,  to  take  charge 
of  all  charities,  and  in  advocating  some  measures 
which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  go  for,  I  have 
been  oharted  wi^  getting  np  a  great  ohariuUe 


institution.    This  charge  was  made  in  reference  to 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau  dIU." 

Then  further  on : 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.  I  only  spoke  of  the  other  because 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  and  those  acting  with 
him  opposed  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  bill.  Are  those 
appropriations,  made  for  the  safety  of  the  nation, 
to  be  compared  to  a  fire  in  one  of  our  cities?  Here 
are  four  million  beings  whose  condition  affects  the 
safety  of  the  Republic ;  four  million  people  made 
free  by  the  results  of  tho  war,  an  element  which 
affects  the  whole  nation  and  the  safety  of  us  all.  Is 
the  safety  of  the  nation  at  stake,  or  is  a  whole  race 
at  stake  in  conseouence  of  a  fire  that  has  occurred  in 
one  of  our  cities  7  Sir,  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  two  cases.  I  did  support  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 
biU." 

And  again : 

**But  the  Senator  tells  us  that  an  earthquake 
occurred  once,  and  Congress  appropriated  money  to 
the  sufferers.  That  would  be  very  unlike  a  fire.  A 
fire  is  a  thing  of  ordinary  occurrence.  Fires  occur 
every  day  in  some  of  the  cities  of  this  Union ;  earth- 
quakes but  very  seldom," 

And  again : 

**Now,  sir,  I  think  the  precedent  is  a  bad  one. 
Congress  has  already  shown  the  sympathy  of  the 
nation  with  the  sufferers  at  Portland.  I  think  we 
have  gone  far  enough." 

Referring  to  the  resolution  granting  the  use 
of  tents,  &c.,  temporarily,  from  the  quarter- 
master's department: 

**  I  have  not  looked  at  the  precedent  to  which  the 
Senator  refers,  nor  at  the  debate  which  occurred  on 
the  occasion  of  the  passage  of  that  resolution,  but  I 
trust  that  this  bill  will  not  pass  without  being  exam- 
ined by  some  committee  of  this  body." 

And  again : 

**The  Senator  sa/s  he  does  not  know  why  the  bill 
should  be  referred.  It  should  be  referred  to  know, 
if  an  appropriation  is  to  be  made  at  all,  something 
about  the  circumstances.  Can  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  inform  me  what  the  loss  at  Portland  is? 
I  understand  that  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone 
there  is  more  than  a  million  of  insurance.  How 
much  of  this  property  was  insured  in  other  cities, 
I  do  not  know.  It  seems  to  me  that  before  we 
vote  money  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  nation,  we 
should  know  something  about  the  extent  to  which 
this  suffering  goes." 

And  again : 

*'  Mr.  Gbimbs.  Where  is  the  difference  between 
that  case  and  this?" 

An  earthquake  and  a  fire. 

*'Mr.  Tbumbull.  I  tried  to  state  the  difference. 
That  was  an  act  of  God,  and  we  relieved  them  by 
granting  them  lands. 

**  Mr.  Gbimrs.    Is  not  this  ? 

*'  Mr.  Tbumbull.  No  ;  afire  is  not  regarded  as  an 
act  of  Omnipotence  exactly.  I  take  it  that  human 
instrumentality  has  something  to  do  with  these  fires  ; 
but  I  do  not  suppose  that  human  instrumentality 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  earthquake  which  de- 
stroyed New  Madrid ;  and  in  that  case,  I  understand, 
Congren  relieved  the  parties  by  granting  to  them 
land.  I  do  notrecoUect  that  they  gave  them  money 
out  of  the  Treasury:  and  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
will  remember  that  the  Constitution  expressly  au- 
thorises Congress  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  and 
we  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  them 
away." 

Again: 

**We  can  appropriate  money,  but  it  must  be  for 
objects  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  I  take  it. 
I  was.  however,  commenting  upon  the  propriety 
of  sending  this  bill  to  some  committee.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Manrland  know  the  extent  of  the  con- 
tributions throughout  the  country  ?  They  amount 
to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars :  I  think  more 
than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  city  of  New 
York  alone,  and  a  large  sum  in  Boston,  and  in  all 
the  cities.  I  think  we  ou^ ht  to  know  that  there 
is  a  pressing  necessity  for  it  before  we  vote  money 
in  this  way.  We  ought  to  have  the  information 
which  a  committee  could  gather  in  reference  to  this 
matter." 

I  refer  to  these  remarks  of  the  senior  Sen* 
ator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Tbumbull]  only  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  in  his  opinion  there  is 
a  constitutional  Question  of  great  importance 
involved  in  this  bill.  I  am  disposed  on  this 
occasion  to  follow  the  lead  of  that  honorable 
Senator,  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, as  I  do  in  regard  to  most  legal  questions, 
and  support  this  bill ;  and  I  sought  the  floor  so 
soon  after  he  addressed  the  Senate  only  that 
I  might  invoke  in  favor  of  my  constituents  the 
tears  that  he  called  to  our  eyes  when  speaking 
of  the  sufferings  of  Chicago.     • 

Chicago  has  always  been  somewhat  arrosant 
and  boastfnl,  and  in  regard  to  this  great  cauun- 


ity,  in  which  Chicago  and  Wisconsin,  Michigan 
and  Minnesota,  were  common  sufferers — a  con- 
flagration which  at  the  same  time,  and  from 
the  same  causes,  swept  over  these  three  States 
as  well  as  over  Chicago — Chicago,  from  its 
eminent  position  in  regard  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country,  attracted  at  first  all 
the  sympathy  of  the  world.  I  believe  I  may 
say,  not  boastfully,  but  merely  stating  a  fact, 
that  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  in  which  I  happen 
to  reside,  from  its  close  proximity,  was  the  first 
city  that  sent  relief  to  tne  sufferers  in  Chicago, 
and  I  should  misrepresent  every  man  living  in 
that  city,  e^erj  constituent  of  mine  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  if  I  should  throw  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  making  proper 
appropriations  to  relieve  the  sufferers  at  Chi- 
cago. 

But,  sir,  I  protest  against  being  classed  as 
an  enemy  of  this  bill  or  an  enemy  of  Chica|;o, 
because  I  suggest  to  the  Senate  that  something 
is  due  also  to  my  constituents  who  suffered 
equally;  for  the  loss  in  Chicago  fell  upon 
property — a  loss  that  capital  can  repair — while 
it  is  estimated  by  those  best  intormed  that 
in  seven  counties  of  Wisconsin  over  twelve 
hundred  persons  lost  their  lives,  so  that  fami- 
lies were  left  in  many  instances  without  father 
or  husband,  left  destitute  upon  farms  without 
houses,  fences,  or  utensils,  and  in  many  in- 
stances the  soil  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
fire  to  two  or  three  inches  below  the  surface. 
These  are  sufferings  which  capital  cannot 
immediately  repair.  I  protest  against  being 
classed  as  an  enemy  of  Chicago  or  an  enemy 
of  this  bill  because  I  suggest  to  the  Senate 
that  I  will  move  to  extend  the  relief  intended 
by  this  bill  to  embrace  my  own  constituents 
who  suffered  at  the  same  time  and  from  the 
same  causes. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  says  that  this 
amendment  is  not  germane  to  this  bill.  I  am 
surprised  at  that  declaration.  If  wo  are  to 
relieve  the  sufferers  from  two  fires,  one  in 
Wisconsin  and  one  in  Illinois,  by  one  bill,  is 
that  an  incongruous  bill?  Here  was  a  nre 
which  swept  over  four  States  at  about  the  same 
time,  and  growing,  as  everybody  believes,  out 
of  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  atmosphere 
in  those  States ;  (and  I  ought  here  to  say,  in 
justice  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  who,  I 
believe,  in  the  Portland  case,  distinguished 
between  an  earthquake  and  an  ordinary  fire, 
that  this  case  of  the  fire  in  Chicago,  and  in 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Michigan,  comes 
nearer  the  case  of  the  earthquake  than  of  an 
ordinary  fire.)  It  was  not  a  fire  growing  out 
of  the  instrumentalities  which  usually  create  a 
conflagration.  The  cause  was  in  the  atmos- 
phere ;  and  all  persons  who  witnessed  it  testify 
that  the  clouds,  as  they  rolled  one  over  the 
other,  were  filled  with  flames  ;  that  they  would 
sweep  over  far  in  advance  of  the  place  where 
the  fire  was  raging  in  its  regular  progress  and 
wipe  out  a  block  of  buildines ;  and  then  roll 
on  ag^in,  passing  over  a  dozen  blocks  and 
touching  the  earth  in  another  place.  So  it 
was  near  Peshtigo.  The  fire  was  from  the 
heavens,  so  to  speak;  it  was  in  the  atmos- 
phere ;  and  the  facts  and  circumstances  which 
are  gathered  up  by  those  who  have  passed 
through  those  districts  since  the  fire  conclu- 
sively establish  this.  This  fire  should  be 
likened  to  an  earthquake,  and  treated  as  an 
exception  to  all  the  nres  that  have  been  known 
in  modem  times.  The  fire  arose  as  strictly 
from  the  act  of  God  as  any  earthquake  which 
ever  shook  the  earth  or  destroyed  cities  upon 
it,  and  it  should  fall  within  the  class  of  calam- 
ities resulting  from  the  act  or  will  of  God,  and 
a  whole  nation,  reverently  bowing  ita  head, 
iiiould  contribute  to  repair  the  loss. 

I  deny  that  there  is  any  distinction  here  to 
be  based  upon  the  fact  that  Chicago  is  a  city 
and  the  afflicted  portion  of  Wisconsin  an 
agricultural  countiy.  Suppose  New  York 
should  be  destrojea  bj  fire  to^monowy  does 
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ftny  tttfein  sdpposd  that  Gongrem  could  consti- 
tatiottally  appropriate  tnone:^  to  rebuild  New 
ifork  because  that  city  was  a  commercial 
center?  No,  sir.  Congress  may  regulate  com- 
merce, ttiay  facilitate  commerce,  by  the  ordin- 
nry  ways  add  tneaus,  but  it  could  not  rebuild 
^  city  any  more  than  it  could  furnish  capital 
to  individuals  to  employ  In  commerce.  No, 
•if ;  this  bill  does  not  stand  on  any  constitu- 
tional ground.  It  appeals  to  the  charity  of  the 
natl6n,  and  the  charity  of  the  nation  should 
be  disbensed  without  regard  to  State  lines.  I 
trust  that  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  will  not  upbraid 
me  as  an  enemy  of  State  rights  because  I  sug- 
gest that  in  dispensing  the  charities  of  the 
nation  State  lines  should  be  ignored. 

I  am  a  believer  in  the  theory  that  our  national 
existence  depends  upon  the  just  and  honest 
observance  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
States.  In  the  matter  of  domestic  rights  and 
interests,  make  and  observe  as  distinctly  as 
possible  all  State  lines,  and  you  will  have  my 
concurrence  and  cooperation ;  but  in  dispens* 
Ing  the  charities  of  the  nation,  In  yielding  to 
those  tender  and  kindly  Impulses  which  well 
up  IVom  the  heart,  unregulated  by  constitu- 
tional provisions,  do  not  attempt  to  con&ne 
them  within  State  lines.  What  you  are  willing 
to  do  for  Chicago,  you  should  be  willing  to  do 
fbr  other  localities  in  the  same  condition  and 
suffering  n-om  the  same  causes.  I  do  not  oppose 
the  relief  proposed  to  be  extended  to  Chicago, 
but  I  claim  the  same  friendly  legislation  fo! 
Other  places  who  suffered  from  the  same  cause; 
Other  places  which  were  equally  tlctims  and 
sufferers  in  a  common  calamity. 

Mr.  TfiURMAN.  Mr.  President,  t  will 
detain  the  Senate  but  a  moment  on  this  bill. 
I  want  to  understand  the  principle  on  which 
it  proceeds.  It  seems  to  me  that  takins  the 
substitute  for  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  its  provisions  have  been 
somewhat  misapprehended.  The  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  was 
obnoxious  to  the  criticism  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  to  which  1  think  no  answer 
can  be  given.  That  provides  that  certain 
goods,  when  imported  at  the  port  of  Chicago, 
shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  That  strikes 
me  as  plainly  an  unconstitutional  provision. 
But  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  of  the  Senate  obviates  that  difficulty, 
at  least  in  terms,  and  possibly  in  substance,  by 
providing  as  follows  in  the  first  section  : 

**  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  which 
may  be  sent  from  places  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  Stntei  as  frratttitous  oontributions  to  the 
relief  of  sufferers  by  the  fire  which  occurred  at  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  October  8  and  9.  1871.  shall,  when 
imported  ana  consigned  to  the  proper  authority 
at  Chicago  for  distribation,  be  admitted  free  of 
duty." 

Under  this  section  the  goods  may  be  imported 
at  any  port,  and  no  preference  is  given  to  one 
port  over  another^ 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  will 
permit  me  to  say  that  I  had  not  that  amend- 
ment before  me  at  the  time,  and  I  am  very 
flad  he  has  called  attention  to  the  difference, 
tut,  under  the  other  clause  which  I  read  in 
regard  to  the  uniformity  of  duties,  would  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  hold  that  a  law  providing 
that  all  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  shall  be  exempt  fi-om  the  payment  of 
duties  on  all  goods  which  may  be  imported 
and  sent  to  that  city  could  be  passed?  Could 
you  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  one  city  from 
paying  a  duty  which  the  inhabitants  of  all  other 
cities  and  of  the  whole  country  are  subject  to? 
Mr.  THURMAN.  There  is  certainly  diffi- 
culty about  that;  but  it  comes  to  a  question  of 
exception.  Now,  let  us  see  what  has  been  the 
precedent.  My  colleague,  who  has  had  charge 
of  such  bills,  can  no  doubt  enlighten  the  Sen- 
ate by  reference  to  the  precedents ;  but  I  think 
we  have  again  and  again  remitted  duties  on 
trtidet  imported  into  thA  United  States  for 


specific  purposes.  I  think  we  did  remit  duties 
upon  all  articles  imported  here  for  exhibition 
at  the  national  exposition,  did  we  not? 

Mr.  SHBRMAN.  Yes  i  there  are  fifly  pre- 
cedents. One  precedent  l  remember  where, 
at  the  request  of  the  gentleman  who  is  now 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  we  remit- 
ted the  duty  on  some  bells  which  Were  hung 
up  iu  a  Catholic  seminary  in  his  town. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  thought  the  fact  was, 
as  my  coUeag^ue  states,  that  we  have  done  it 
again  and  again.  I  think  we  remit  duties  upon 
contributions  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, do  we  not? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  by  eeneral  law. 
All  philosophic  apparatus  fbr  colleges  or  uni- 
versities and  institutions  of  learning  is  on  the 
free  list  by  general  lawh 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  it  seems  that  we 
remit  duties  with  reference  to  the  object  to 
which  the  article  is  to  be  applied,  or  having 
regard  to  the  recipient  of  the  article.    The 

?[ue8tion  is,  which  1  admit  is  not  entirely  fVee 
rom  doubt,  whether  the  olgect  to  which  these 
articles  are  to  be  applied  and  the  recipients 
of  the  articles  do  not  bring  them  within  that 
category  of  cases  in  which  we  may  remit  the 
duties?  If  there  is  a  difference  in  principle 
between  the  two,  it  is  pretty  shadowy,  it  seems 
to  me. 

There  is  another  thing  I  would  say  in  respect 
to  this  first  section.  It  only  applies  to  gratu- 
itous contributions.  The  idea  of  levying  duties 
for  the  support  of  the  Government  is  to  levy 
duties  on  articles  that  are  imported  as  mer- 
chandise for  sale,  and  it  is  supposed,  therefore, 
that  the  perrson  iomorting  them,  and  who  is 
to  make  profit  out  ofthem,  can  pay  a  duty  upon 
them  to  the  Government.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  distinguishes  the  case  also  from  a  case  in 
which  the  article  is  a  gratuity  sent  by  persons 
from  abroad,  by  the  people  of  other  nationS) 
to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  citizens  of  our  own 
country. 

Then,  in  regard  to  the  second  flection,  that 
section  allows  a  drawback.  That  is  what  it  is ; 
it  is  nothing  but  a  drawback.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  argument  of  the  question  whether  or 
not  drawbacks  are  constitutional.  We  know 
that  that  question  has  been  debated  almost 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Government  to  this 
day.  We  all  know  the  contest  over  the  draw- 
back in  favor  of  the  fisheries — a  contest  that 
lasted  for  a  long  time  in  this  country.  I  be- 
lieve there  are  drawbacks  still  in  our  revenue 
laws.  Is  this  different  in  principle  from  any 
other  case  of  drawbacks  ?  One  reason  for  them 
is  to  foster  a  particular  business  or  occupation, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  fisheries,  where  a  draw- 
back was  allowed.  So  in  other  cases.  If  we 
can  foster  a  particular  trade,  or  occupation,  or 
business,  by  the  allowance  of  drawbacks,  it 
would  be  pretty  hard  to  say  that  we  cannot 
allow  drawbacks  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of 
our  own  people. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  Mr.  President, 
although  I  confess  that  I  am  not  entirely  free 
fVom  doubt  on  the  subject.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that,  looking  at  the  precedents  that  have  been 
set,  and  interpreting  the  Constitution  in  accord- 
ance with  them,  this  bill  is  not  subject  to  a 
constitutional  objection. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair. )  The  hour  of  three  o'clock 
has  arrived,  to  which  time  the  regular  order 
was  laid  aside.  It  becomes  now  the  duty  of 
the  Chair  to  call  it  up. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  are  so  near  through 
with  this  bill  that  I  hope  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  finish  it.  It  will  be  in  the  wav  another  day, 
and  I  think  time  will  be  gained  by  disposing 
of  it  now. 

Mr.  ROBERTOON.  I  am  willing  to  see  if 
we  can  get  a. vote.  I  am  sure  there  has  been 
enough  discussion  on  this  bill  to  give  the  ne- 
cessary information  to  the  Senate.  I  am  will- 
ing the  vot6  should  be  taken. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sens 
tor  from  South  Carolina  yields  to  allows  Toti 
to  be  taken.  Is  the  Senate  ready  for  tin 
question  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  The  fint 
vote  is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  me. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qnei 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  theSeor 
tor  from  Vermont  to  the  amendmeDt  of  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Let  U  be 
read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

In  section  two,  line  three,  after  th«  word  "import, 
ed,"  insert  the  words  **  herein  enumerated." 

In  f>eotion  two,  line  fire,  after  the  wohl  "taffl*.** 
insert,  **  namely :  on  timber,  rooch.  hewo,  oratved; 
boards^ in  the  roui^h:  laths;  clapboanls;  shiofies; 
cut  nails :  Iron,  specially  made  and  fitted  for  tiii 
construction  of  baildings:  slate;  brick;  traildini- 

ttone:  lime;  cement t  class;  linieed-oU;  tsd  wbti 
ead.'^ 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  On  thiti 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  najs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  beinf 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  22,  nays  29 ;  u  fDllovi: 

YE  AB— Messrs.  Anthony.  Blnir.BfoWnloir.Cbatid- 
ler.  Cole,  Conkliagt  Oorbett.  Craftn,  F«titoii,  Flia* 
asan.  Frellngbaysen,  HamlltoQ  of  Texas,  Hill 
Kelly.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Yennont,  Nor- 
wood, Pattenon,  Saalsbary,  Sawyer. Scott,  itJdSt^ 
venson— 22. 

NAYS— Messrsb  Amee,  Boreman.  CAldweli,  Cam- 
eron, Carpenter,  Clayton.  Ferry  of  Michignti,  Gil- 
bert, Goldtbwaite.  iiiittiilton  of  Maryltdd,  llRdiin, 
Hitchcock.  Kelloff.  Lewis.  Loc*n*  Kjre,  Fenvrer. 
Rice,  Robertson,  Schuri,  ShermiiDiSuiiiBfT.  Ibor* 
man.  Tttiton.  Tfambtill,  Vickers.  Wilson,  Wiodoa. 
and  WriRht— 29. 

ABSfiNT— Messrs.  Aloora.  Bayard,  BaokiscbiB, 
easterly.  Cooper,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  DaTifofWeit 
Virginia,  Edmunds.  Ferry  or  Cnnneciietit.  Uiriift, 
Howe*  Johnston,  Morton,  Osboro,  Pool,  Pntt 
Ramsey.  Spenctr.  Spraeae»  Steward  StoektoD,  uA 
West— 22. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  ameocbaeat  wai 
rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  ametidmebt  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  amendment  was  A^ed  to. 

Mr.  CHANGLER.  t  now  ofFer  an  amend- 
ment to  insert  after  the  words  **Chica^in 
Illinois'^  the  words  '*and  Manistee  and  Hol- 
land in  the  State  of  Michigan.^' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Oh  no  I 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  should  like  to  get  thu 
little  measure  of  justice  for  some  of  our  burnt- 
ont  towns  if  the  Senate  is  dispo^d  to  gntnt  it 
We  have  been  told  by  the  Senator  from  IIiIdou 
[Mr.  Trumbull]  in  a  prerioos  debate  that  this 
is  a  pure  gratuity. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  was  on  SMther 
subject. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  is  the  same  principle 
I  would  vote  to-day  for  ail  appfoprisiion  of 
money,  to  be  taken  from  the  people  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  in  any  reasonable  smoont, 
and  the  Senators  from  Illinois  may  estlmtte 
what  that  amount  ia*  and  let  it  become  s  tax 
tipon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  l^ 
vote  for  it,  whether  it  be  $60,000  of  $100,000. 

Mr.  President,  this  taatte^  of  gratitude  bas 
rather  been  crowded  upon  us  at  thin  seenoo. 
In  the  first  place,  to  aid  the  city  oi  Ch'C*!*' 
We  were  asked  to  vote  $4,000,000  for  sens- 
torn-house  and  public  buildings  in  that  cUj; 
'Und  to  aid  the  city  of  Chicago  in  ber  gttjaj 
calamity  we  all,  I  believe,  voted  fbr  Ihat^i 
it  what  you  please— rthat  liberal  appropriaiion 
to  the  city  of  Chicago.  Now,  how  does  that 
matter  stand  as  between  the  city  of  Chicago 
and  other  cities  of  the  Union  ?  In  the  city  ot 
Detroit,  which  is  at  least  one  third  the  siwof 
the  city  of  Chicago,  the  Government  appro* 
priated  only  $110,000  to  erect  the  aame  cla« 
of  buildings ;  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  1  De- 
lieve,  the  amount  appropriated  waft  about  the 
same ;  and  yet  we  voted  for  Chicago,  to  aj^ 
her  in  her  great  cadamity,  forty  times  ai  mo^ 
as  has  been  appropriated  for  the  self»B* 
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It  seems  to  me  this  measare  is  to  rest,  if 
it  can  stand  at  all,  upon  the  grounds  stated 
in  other  instances  ot  great  calamities.  It 
does  not  stand,  I  beg  to  say  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Illinois)  [Mr.  Logan,] 
upon  the  idea  that  the  scene  of  the  calamity 
was  a  great  city ;  that  the  scene  of  the  mis- 
fortune was  a  commercial  center.  I  think 
it  cannot  be  defended  on  that  ground  at 
all.  It  must  stand  upon  the  idea  that  the 
evei»t  which  makes  it  necessary,  that  the 
calamity  which  it  attempts  to  relieve,  was  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  constitute  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule. 

To  illustrate  my  proposition,  sorely  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  as  a  lawyer  yrould  find 
no  distinction  between  the  two  cases  which  I 
now  put:  an  accidental  fire,  with  nothing  of 
unusual  instrumentality,  occurring  on  the  same 
day  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo.  I  say  the  honorable  Senator  would 
see  no  distinction  in  this  regard  between  the 
those  cases.  Why?  Because,  although  the 
theater  of  one  fire  would  be  the  greatest  city 
of  the  western  world,  the  greatest  city  (I  think 
I  might  say  without  boasting)  in  some  respects 
in  Christendom,  and  the  scene  of  the  other 
would  be  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  a  far  less  city, 
the  character  of  the  casualty  would  be  the 
same  in  both,  namely,  an  incendiary  fire  or 
an  accidental  fire,  as  the  case  might  be ;  and 
no  appeal  could  be  addressed  by  the  city  of 
New  York  rather  than  by  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
because  the  cases  would  be  alike,  and  both  of 
them  would  fall  below  that  standard  of  excep- 
tion which  would  address  itself  to  us. 

I  assume,  then,  that  the  reason  for  this  bill 
is  that  an  extraordinary  unprecedented  calam- 
ity,  overtopping  and  overmastering  the  ordin- 
ary idea  of  accidental  fires,  has  visited  one  of 
the  cities  of  this  continent.  There  is  in  the 
case  that  ingredient  pointed  out  by  the  Sen- 
ator  from  Wisconsin,  which  I  think  helps 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  and  I  presume  he 
does  not  mean  to  discard  it.  There  was  in 
the  atmosphere  prevailing,  in  the  physical 
world,  existing  above  all  human  precautions 
and  iustru mentalities — a  condition  of  things 
which,  if  it  did  not  generate  fire,  when  fire 
bad  begun,  either  in  the  forester  the  field, 
either  in  the  city  or  the  hamlet,  ^ve  it  loose 
rein  to  spread  beyond  all  the  ordmary  means 
of  hemming  it  in  or  putting  it  out.  That  fact 
is  in  this  case,  and  that  fact  is  just  as  true  of 
the  desolation  which  swept  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, and  the  frightful  misery  which  visited 
the  State  of  Michigan,  as  it  is  in  respect  of  the 
particular  miles  square  which  were  visited  in  the 
city  of  Chicago.  Indeed,  I  think  I  am  not  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  fire  may  bespoken 
of  as  a  single  one  which  not  only  burnt 
Chicago  but  burnt  surrounding  regions.  If 
that  be  true,  I  must  say — and  I  am  not  now 
upon  the  question  whether  the  amendments 
shall  be  appended  to  this  particular  bill,  or 
whether  ihey  shall  follow  the  precedent  now 
to  be  established — I  most  say  that  I  cannot 
distinguish,  as  lawyer,  Senator,  or  neighbor, 
between  the  case  of  the  consumption  of  a  city 
and  the  consumption  of  sorrounaing  regions  by 
the  same  fire  and  at  the  same  time. 

I  do  not  wish  to  amplify  this ;  bat  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  poorest,  the  most  meager  iUus- 
tration  would  prove  what  I  say.  Suppose 
Chicago  to  be,  as  is  the  city  in  which  I 
live,  a  city  of  boundaries,  so  narrow  that  the 
thickly  built  part  of  the  town  spread  to  the 
very  fines  of  the  city  itself.  A  fire  breaks 
out  which  sweeps  away  one  half  of  that  city, 
and  sweeping  across  this  geographical  line  it 
bums  buildings  and  property  belonging  to 
those  who  do  not  reside  technically  wiUiin  the 
city  limits.  Can  any  Senator  suppose,  for 
constitutional  or  for  other  reasons,  that  we 
have  a  right  to  provide  for  so  much  of 
the  loss  OS  fell  within  these  city  lines  but 
coold  not  consider  at  all  that  loss,  perhaps 
|;reater  in  magnitude,  lying  in  juxtaposition 


with  the  loss  first  spoken  of,  but  separated 
from  it  by  an  imaginary  and  invisible  line  of 
demarkation  ?  Nobody  would  argue  that ;  and 
where  is  the  distinction,  I  repeat,  between 
so  much  of  this  fire  as  was  intensified  in  the 
great  focus  of  Chicago,  and  so  much  of  it  as 
aispersed  itself  over  fields,  forests,  hamlets, 
ana  towns,  and  left  almost  physical  annihi- 
lation in  its  track  ?  I  see  none ;  and  in  vot- 
ing for  the  bill  as  it  stands,  I  acknowledge 
to  the  Senators  from  Michigan  and  to  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  I  am  unable 
to  distinguish  that  vote  from  the  vote  to  be 
given  upon  the  measures  which  they  bring 
forward,  whether  those  measures  are  brought 
forward  in  connection  with  the  present  bill 
or  stand  separate  by  themselves.  If  fires 
had  occurrea  at  different  times  from  different 
causes,  I  coold  see  the  whole  distinction,  not 
because  of  the  difference  in  place,  batl)ecaase 
of  the  difference  of  the  event  which  calls  upon 
OS  to  legislate. 
Then,  Mr.  President,  coming  to  the  second 

£oint,  althoogh  niv  honorable  friend  from 
[ichtgaii  (and,  as  I  have  said,  I  owe  him  an 
apology  for  not  havine  heard  his  speech  ex- 
cept in  very  small  part)  mav  have  said  some> 
thing  in  the  emanation  of  debate  which  gives 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  the  idea  of  a  want 
of  friendliness  on  his  part,  I  cannot  see  in 
the  amendment  he  offers  anything  in  conflict| 
anything  wanting  in  close  connection  with  the 
present  bilL  Therefore  I  think,  for  legis- 
lative convenience,  and  in  the  ordinary  mode 
of  proceeding,  we  had  better  vote,  and  I  urge 
upon  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  who 
has  this  bill  in  charge,  that  the  bill  loses 
nothing  by  allowing  us  to  vote  now,  once  for 
all,  on  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Michigan.  If  it  be  distinguishable  from  this 
bill,  let  us  say  so  ;  if  it  be  not  distinguishable, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  will  lose 
nothing  by  havine  the  bill  rounded  out  and 
made  symmetrical  in  all  its  parts.  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  have  separate  enacting  clauses 
and  separate  days  and  separate  votes  upon 
propositions  identical,  if  they  are  identical, 
and  if  they  are  not,  let  the  vote  of  the  Senate 
distinguish  them. 

Therefore  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan and  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Wisconsin,  if  the  amendments  contain 
nothing  except  those  cases  which  are  confess- 
edly within  the  purview  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  If  they  have  named  any  town  which  was 
not  scourged,  of  course  I  do  not  intend  to  com- 
mit myself  to  vote  for  that  if  I  can  know  it  in 
season. 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  word,  Mr.  President, 
and  only^  a  word,  in  general  terms  upon  this 
proposition.  One  need  claim  no  credit  for 
nimself,  and  certainly  no  more  than  the  small- 
est share  in  a  common  humanity,  in  order  to 
assert  that  his  feeling  is  all  in  one  direction 
touching  a  proposition  like  this.  Indeed,  no 
man  need  claim  tenderness  of  heart  or  unself- 
ishness of  feeling  in  order  to  entitle  himself 
to  a  large  share  in  the  common  and  in  the 
selfish  grief,  if  selfish  grief  there  be,  over  the 
ashes  of  Chicago.  I  imagine  that  many  mem- 
bers of  this  bo^and  their  families,  far  removed 
from  Chicago,  suffered  severely  in  that  fire,  and 
therefore  I  snail  assume  for  myself,  as  for  others, 
that  there  can  be  no  feeling  antagonistic  to 

foing  to  the  verge  of  legislative  judgment  and 
iscretion  in  favor  of  a  measure  like  this.  I 
have  this  to  say,  however :  this  measure,  with 
or  without  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
3enator  from  Michigan,  either  by  going  too  fkr 
or  by  stopping  short,  must  be  essentially  want- 
ing in  anything  like  complete  justice. 

Those  who  have  suffered  by  the  Chicago  fire 
are  to  be  relieved ;  such  is  the  promise  of  this 
bill.  Who  suffered  by  the  Chicago  fire?  Does 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  know  that 
the  residents  of  the  city  of  New  York  alone 
lost  more  than  thirty  millions  by  the  Chicago 


fire?  Forty  million  dollars  will  not  compee- 
sate  for  that  loss  visited  upon  the  people  of 
the  city  of  New  York  in  forty-eight  boorB. 
Men,  women,  and  children,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  estates  of  dead  men,  descended  io 
one  night  from  affluence  to  want  io  the  city  of 
New  York.  In  the  city  of  Providence  between 
two  and  three  million  dollars  were  changed  to 
ashes  between  sun  and  sun.  In  nearly  eveiy 
city  of  the  State  which  honors  me  with  a  seat 
here  great  losses  fell  upon  the  people.  And, 
Mr.  President,  with  a  generosity,  with  a  hu- 
manity Uiat  cannot  be  extolled  too  moch,  and 
to  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Trumbull]  gave  graceful  recognitioo, 
men,  women,  and  children  sprang  forward  with 
abound,  and  with  a  liberalitjr  and  with  a  lavish 
heartiness  and  good  disposition  contribated 
freely,  but  not  too  freely,  of  their  worldly 
stores  for  the  relief  of  those  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  great  calamity. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  see  the  effect  of  this 
measore.  It  is  to  give  to  the  sofferers  at  Chi- 
cago a  certain  som  of  money,  becanse  in  the 
end,  of  coarse,  it  is  all  to  be  weighed  in  golden 
scales.  It  is  so  moch  in  amount  expressed  bj 
dollars ;  and  that  sum  is  to  be  gathered  again 
by  taxation  laid  on  the  people  of  the  country, 
as  well  upon  the  sufferers  who  lost  $^,000,000 
in  a  single  city  in  my  own  State,  and  upoo 
those  who  contributeid  in  addition,  as  upon 
all  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Here  is  a  very  great  defect  in 
this  legislation.  I  am  not  complaining  of  it, 
because  I  cannot,  sug^t  to  the  honorable 
Senator  the  way  to  core  it  I  only  point  ont  to 
him  that  when  he  has  exhausted  his  ingenoi^, 
and  the  Senator  from  Michigan  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  have  done  the  like,  there 
still  will  be  a  great  want  of  rotnnditj  and 
symmetry  and  fnllness  in  the  measare  of  jos^ce 
to  be  meted  out. 

But  again,  Mr.  President,  everybody  in  Chi- 
cago whose  property  was  burned  is  to  share  and 
share  alike  in  proportion  inthe  benefits  of  this 
bill.  The  man  whose  ground  was  leased  and  who 
had  his  ground- rent,  and  by  the  occarrence  of 
the  fire  has  had  his  land  restored  to  him  at  once, 
and  derived  from  it  a  profit,  is  like  all  others 
to  share  in  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  The  man 
whose  houses  were  insured  in  solvent  insorance 
companies,  insurance  companies  which  paid 
one  hundred  cents  in  the  dollar  and  had  not 
a  farthing  of  assets  left ;  the  man  whose  prop- 
erty was  insured  in  companies  in  which  my 
constituents  had  their  estates  vested,  who  have 
been  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  loss,  the  loss 
having  been  paid ;  he,  just  as  much  as  the  un- 
insured proprietor,  is  to  profit  by  this  bilL  I 
think  no  Senator  can  doubt  the  great  ineqoality 
of  sowing  with  a  broad  and  unsteady  hand  the 
benefits  to  fall  as  well  where  they  are  needed 
as  where  they  are  not. 

For  these  reasons,  and  such  reasons,  with 
which  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate — althoogh 
I  have  made  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  sog- 

fistions  of  this  kind  applicable  to  the  sobjeot— 
concur  entirely  with  a  remark  made,  I  think, 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  that  far  bc^tar 
than  this  bill  in  itself  and  as  aprecedent  would 
be  such  a  bill  as  was  offered  in  the  case  of 
Venezuela,  as  was  offered  by  a  Senator  then 
from  Maryland  in  the  case  of  Portland — a  bill 
grounded  upon  its  true  foundation,  national 
charity,  that  plenary  right  which  Congress  has 
exercised  sometimes,  to  bestow ,  wherever  the 
need  is  shown  to  be  urgent  enoogh,  soch  a 
measure  of  the  public  money  as  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  seems  to 
be  right. 

Sir,  I  do  not  see  as  clearly  as  some  Senators 
see  the  way  in  which  the  bill  before  us  is  to  be 
piloted  throogh  the  provisions  and  obstacles 
of  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  see  in  it  a  case 
like  remitting  the  duties  on  a  chime  of  bells 
for  a  cathedral  in  Indiana,  which  legislation 
preceded,  I  think,  something  like  two  months 
an  adverse  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ft* 
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nance,  refasing  to  remit  the  duties  upon  another 
chime  of  bells  which  charitable  women  bought 
for  a  charch  in  the  city  of  Troy.  I  do  not  see 
the  analogy,  I  say,  between  those  chimes  and 
this  bill.  I  do  not  see  in  this  any  features 
resembling  the  placing  of  philosophical  and 
scientific  apparatus  and  machinery  upon  the 
free  list  of  the  tariff,  so  that  all  men  alike,  the 
children  of  affluence  and  the  children  of  toil, 
the  sons  of  Portland  and  the  sons  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  the  colleges  in  which  they  are,  may 
pro6t  by  having  scientific  articles  imported 
exempt  from  duty.  On  the  contrary,  it  I  felt 
at  liberty  to  detain  the  Senate  upon  that  argu- 
ment, I  think  that  one  no  better  versed  than 
I  in  legal  and  constitutional  distinctions mieht 
point  out  unmistakable  lines  of  separation  be- 
tween the  cases  to  which  I  refer  and  a  case 
like  this.  This  in  legal  effect  is  to  say,  as  I 
understand  it,  that  the  people  of  the  city  of 
Syracuse,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  shall  be 
exempted  from  duties  upon  salt,  coal,  and 
iron ;  and  I  think  the  statement  of  the  case 
diacioguishes  it  altogether  from  the  precedents 
which  have  been  cited  for  the  sake  of  some 
general  reeemblance  which  they  were  supposed 
to   bear  to  this  measure. 

Mr.  President,  disguise  it  as  we  will,  this  is 
a  benefaction ;  it  is  a  charity,  it  is  a  gratuity,  it 
is  the  principle  which  the  senior  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull]  discussed  in  a  debate, 
a  portion  of  which  we  have  heard  read,  and 
the  question  put  to  the  Senate  is  whether  this 
comes  so  near  an  earthquake,  whether  it  re- 
sembles  so  much  the  act  of  God  or  the  act  of 
the  public  enemy,  that  it  is  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  catalogue  of  casualties  resulting  from 
human  carelessness  and  attributed  to  an  over- 
ruling  power  the  visitation  of  which  calls  for 
an  exceptional  and  eccentric  response.  That 
is  the  question.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  it 
was  a  calamity  the  magnitude  of  which  beg- 
gars all  statement.  It  stands  alone  in  history, 
perhaps,  in  its  magnitude  and  aggravation,  at 
least  in  some  respects,  certainly  in  modem 
history.  It  was  a  greater  calamity  than  that 
which  desolated  the  city  of  New  York  in  1883, 
which  exploded  insurance  companies  and  fire 
stocks,  and  left  Manhattan  Island  strewn  with 
the  wrecks  of  commercial  enterprise  and  of 
private  fortunes.    It  is  perhaps  for  this  day  a 

? greater  calamity  than  the  one  I  refer  to  was 
or  that  day  in  which  it  happened.  I  will  not 
deny  it,  although  I  am  not  sure  of  it.  It  is 
g^eat  enough  to  have  made  the  nation  grieve, 
great  enough  to  call  upon  every  Senator  to 
resolve  on  the  side  of  humanity  any  balanced 
doubts  he  may  have  as  to  the  direction  of  his 
vote. 

I  would  prefer  to  treat  it  so,  and  to  make  it 
in  express  terms  a  bill  recognizing  the  fact, 
responding  to  the  fact,  and  justified  by  the 
fact.  I  do  not  believe  that  all  this  circumlo- 
cotion  as  to  remission  of  duties  is  the  way.  I 
believe  it  works  out  less  of  practical,  well- 
directed  charity  and  benefit  than  would  result 
otherwise ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  an  indirect 
way  of  going  around,  of  getting  about  the 
Constitution,  in  place  of  presenting  in  the 
very  front  of  the  measure  the  real  justifica- 
tion which  must  be  pleaded  for  it 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  rose  certainly  not  to 
make  the  remarks  I  have  made ;  only  to  state, 
as  I  might  have  done  more  briefly  and  have 
relieved  the  Senate,  that  I  can  understand  no 

Principle  upon  which  to  rest  my  vote  for  the 
ill  except  that  principle  which  deals  with  the 
fire  in  question,  the  great  conflagration  referred 
to  in  the  bill,  and  which  then  applies  just  as 
well  to  the  men  who  suffered  from  that  fire  in 
the  States  of  Wisconsin  and  Michi^n  as  to 
the  men  who  suffered  in  the  State  ot  Illinois. 
This  distinction  cannot  be  geographical.  The 
distinction  to  be  found  in  a  case  like  this  must 
be  between  ordinary  casualties  which  we  would 
not  recognize  in  this  way,  and  that  overtopping, 
overmastering  casualty  which  seems  to  reside 
in  its  cause  above  human'instrumentality,  and 


to  take  to  itself  the  analogies  of  acts  of  God 
or  acts  of  the  public  enemy.  If  that  be  true, 
let  us  be  just,  but  let  us  distribute  the  relief 
we  propose  to  afford,  at  least  as  far  as  we  prac- 
tically and  easilv  can,  among  those  who  actu- 
ally and  certainly  suffered  by  the  event  which 
calls  upon  us  to  legislate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  not  come  here 
to-day  prepared  with  statistics  on  the  subject, 
but  I  have  had  a  few  furnished  me  in  the 
Chamber.  Since  I  last  took  my  seat  I  have 
received  a  telegram  stating  that  two  delega- 
tions from  the  burnt  districts  of  Michigan  are 
on  the  way,  and  desire  to  be  heard,  and  they 
ask  that  the  bill  go  over,  so  that  they  may  be 
heard,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  if  that  may 
be  done. 

I  have  a  few  statistics  which  I  willgive  to 
the  Senate.  There  were  in  the  city  of  Holland 
between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred  build- 
ings destroyed  out  of  five  hundred.  In  Manistee 
about  the  same  number  destroyed,  perhaps  a 
little  less ;  the  city  is  larger  and  more  scat- 
tered, and  did  not  burn  so  clean.  There  were 
between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred 
houses  burned  in  Manistee,  out  of  between  five 
and  six  hundred.  In  the  village  of  Cracow, 
with  seven  hundred  inhabitants,  not  a  single 
house  was*  left.  I  have  only  proposed  to  insert 
cities ;  I  have  not  put  in  all  these  villages.  In 
the  village  of  White  Rock  there  were  but  ten 
houses  lef^  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty.  As 
I  stated  before,  in  two  counties,  out  of  seven- 
teen hundred  houses  only  seventy- six  were 
left,  and  these  two  counties  were  literally 
swept  over  and  burned  up  by  this  devouring 
element. 

Now,  I  should  be  very  glad  if  the  Senate 
would  allow  these  delegations  to  be  h^ard 
before  the  Committee  on  Finance;  of  course 
they  cannol  be  heard  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  I  should  be  very  glad  if  this  bill 
could  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  listen 
to  these  delegations  that  are  coming  here  to 
be  heard.  As  I  said  before,  I  was  very  poorly 
prepared  with  statistics,  and  have  not  done 
justice  to  the  subject.  I  move  that  the  bill 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
in  order  that  these  delegations  now  on  the 
way,  and  who  will  very  soon  be  here,  may  be 
heard. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomb- 
BOTin  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan moves  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  .on  Finance. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    I  hope  not 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  that  all  these 
propositions  may  be  referred  to  the  committee 
with  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ments will  all  go  to  the  committee  if  the  bill 
goes.  

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  certainly  would 
vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan if  our  passing  this  bill  interfered  at  all 
with  our  doiuff  just  what  he  desires  and  what 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  desires  in  refer- 
ence to  the  oUier  places  that  suffered  by  this 
conflagration. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  asked  how  we 
distinguish  this  case  from  the  cases  in  Wiscon- 
sin and  Michigan.  The  answer  is  to  my  mind 
perfectly  plain  and  patent.  We  all  know  of 
the  great  calamity  that  befell  Chicago.  I  do 
not  dispute  that  the  same  calamity  visited  the 
other  States ;  but  that  is  not  ascertained.  This 
subject  has  been  referred  to  a  committee ;  they 
have  investigated  it;  they  have  reported  to  the 
Senate  that  it  is  a  case  in  which  our  charity 
ought  to  be  exercised.  Let  the  same  process 
be  pursued  in.  reference  to  these  other  places, 
and  I  will  vote  to  afford  them  the  same  relief. 

A  word  in  reference  to  another  remark  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York.    It  is  very  true. 


as  he  said,  that  the  city  of  New  York  suffered 
its  millions.  I  do  not  doubt  that  his  state- 
ment is  correct,  $40,000,000  ;  but  it  occurs  to 
me  that  we  may  not  better  relieve  that  suffer- 
ing or  promote  the  interest  of  New  York  than 
by  giving  this  timely  aid  to  the  city  of  Chicago. 
M  part  of  this  nation  is  more  interested  than 
the  great  metropolis  which  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator in  part  represents,  in  this  very  charity. 
Therefore  I  think  that  inasmuch  as  this  relief 
can  be  afforded  to  the  other  places,  and  as  it  is  a 
great  national  calamity,  we  may  properly  afford 
this  national  relief. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  one  question? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon- 
orable Senator  in  what  sense  he  makes  the 
remark  that  it  is  not  an  ascertained  fact  that 
^this  conflagration  which  swept  Chigago  swept 
town,  field,  and  forest  in  these  other  States? 
Perhaps  he  used  the  word  merely  in  the  legis- 
Utive  sense  that  it  had  not  been  ascertained 
by  a  committee  and  a  bill  brought  in. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  lused  it  in  both 
senses.  There  was  a  list  of  towns  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin.  I  know  perfectly 
well,  as  evexy  other  citizen  of  the  United  States 
knows,  the  terrible  calamity  that  passed  over 
that  State ;  I  know  just  as  well  as  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  knows  of  the  terrible  confla- 
gration which  visited  his  State ;  but  that  these 
places,  some  eight  or  nine  in  number,  are  each 
of  them  proper  places  in  which  we  should 
relieve  from  the  collection  of  duties  I  do  not 
know.  It  is  not  ascertained  in  any  sense  to 
my  mind. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  my  fnend  will  read 
the  newspaper  press  of  Wisconsin,  of  Minne- 
sota, of  Michigan,  of  New  York,  and  the  press 
of  the  entire  country  containing  the  corre- 
spondence from  that  section  for  months,  the 
testimony  of  every  man  who  has  been  there, 
the  testimony  of  the  Senators  upon  this  floor 
firom  all  these  States ;  and  if  that  will  not  sat- 
isfy him,  if  he  will  go  and  cast  his  eye  over 
seven  counties  of  the  burnt  district  with  not  a 
house  standing,  not  a  fence,  not  a  farm  con- 
venience nor  utensil  there,  and  then  say  that 
it  is  not  ascertained  that  these  towns  have 
suffered,  I  shall  despair  of  ever  having  that 
fact  ascertained  to  Uie  satisfaction  of  the  Sen- 
ator. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  attempts  to  make  an  issue 
with  me  where  one  cannot  be  made.  It  is 
perfectly  ascertained  tiiat  this  conflagration 
did  visit  his  State — ^I  have  read  that  in  the 
newspapers;  and  it  is  also  true  that  it  did 
visit  Michigan ;  but  it  is  not  fixed  to  my  sat- 
isfaction, by  any  newspapers  that  I  have  read, 
that  inst  the  particular  districts  which  are 
stated  in  these  amendments  are  the  proper 
subjects  for  this  relief,  and  I  think  that  it 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  committee,  at  all 
events.  In  that  particular  the  case  of  Chi- 
cago is  distinguished  firom  those  of  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  A  delegation  is  now 
coming  from  a  very  large  class  in  Michigan, 
for  all  these  sufferers  4re  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business.  Suppose  a  great  injustice  has 
unintentionally  been  done  to  this  large  class 
of  people  in  Michigan,  is  not  the  Senate  will- 
ing to  give  one  or  two  days  to  examine  and 
see  if  there  has  been,  whether  there  may  not 
be  some  other  way  of  conferring  this  boon 
without  doing  an  injustice  to  any  one,  either 
from  Michigan  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Now,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  pnts  his  application  on  an 
en^rely  different  groand  from  that  which  he 
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■tfttad  before.  Tha  application  for  a  post' 
ponement  before  was  in  order  that  the  places 
which  have  been  visited  bj  the  calsmiiy  in 
Michigan  might  be  included  in  the  bill.  I  do 
□ot  nee  in  that  an;  goud  reason,  because  il  ia 

Eeifectly  competent  for  the  Senate,  afler  we 
ave  passed  this  Ian,  (aud  1  shall  vote  for  itt) 
to  relieve  Wisconsin  and  to  relieve  Michigan. 
if  the  Senator  from  Michigan  desires  that  the 
lumber  interests  which  may  be  affected  b;  the 
peculiar  form  of  this  bill  ibonldhavean  oppor- 
tunity of  bifing  heard  before  a  committee,  it 
affords,  I  think,  some  good  ground  foe  poat- 
ponement, 
Mr.  CHAKDLER.    That  ia  precisely  vhat 

Mr.  CARPENTEB.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Ne*  Jersey  allaw  me  to  inlercupt  him  for  a 
moioeDL? 

Mr,  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CAItFENTEK.  The  second  section 
of  this  bill  provides— 

Tb&t  tbare  ■ball  ba  allowed  and  paid,  under  inch 
TcjculatlonB  u  tbe  Secretftrr  of  tbe  TieoBury  ohBll 
prascnbc,  od  ^1  mnisrisls  imported,  to  6e  snd 
tciutlij  utsd  in  buililiDEi  eroated  on  tbc  grDund 
burnoa  over  by  laid  Dre,  a  dranbsuk  of  lbs  import 
dulicapnldon  tbeaamB;  Provided,  Tbiit  a^id malf- 
rikla  iball  ba>e  been  importr^  nnd  aged  duriDi  the 
term  of  odb  r>u  from  and  afur  tha  pawace  of  tbu 


the  towns  named  in  Michigan  and  .. .  _..  . 
before  a  drawback  can  be  received  and  got 
from  the  Treasury  proof  must  be  furnishea  to 
the.  Secretary,  under  regulations  prescribed  by 
him,  that  this  material  has  gone  into  buildings 
on  the  burned  district  in  that  country.  What 
possible  danger  is  there  in  saying  that  if  this 
case  is  within  the  principle  of  the  Chicago 
fire7  If  the  Senator  doubts  that  there  has 
been  anT  fire  in  Wisconsin,  then  1  can  ander- 
st»nd  why  he  would  not  include  these  towns ; 
but  when  he  admits,  as  he  dues,  that  a  con- 


that  if  a  man  can  s^sfj  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  be  baa  suffered  by  that  fire  and 
has  rebuilt  bis  honie  b;  imported  material,  be 
shall  have  the  benslit  of  the  drawback? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  The  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  would  amoant 
to  this :  that  ynn  might  as  well  make  the  bill 
general  and  apply  to  the  whole  United  States. 

Mr-  CABPKNTER,  Certainly,  if  the  fira 
had  gone  all  oyer  the  United  SUtes  the  case 
would  betbeaamoj  and  the  Senator  adnita 
that  it  has  gone  over  the  places  we  mention 
here, 

Mr.  FRELINOHUYSEN.  I  do  not  admit, 
for  I  do  not  know,  that  die  plaeea  speciSed, 
iome  sji  or  seven  in  numbsfi  br  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  are  pWea  entilled   to   this 

"fbo  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  ques- 


n  the  a 


Mr.  LOGAN,  j  do  not  rise  to  detain  the 
Senate,  but  merely  to  say  a  word.  I  believa 
the  Senate  is  now  willing  to  decide  this  qiiea- 
tioo  one  way  or  the  other.  It  ia  certainly  not 
necessary  to  have  a  Ijlile  bill  like  this  before 
Congress  all  the  aession,  or  any  great  part  of 
the  session.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  otject 
of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  in  proposing  a 
postponemjent  is  not  lo  gel  hia  amendment 
adopted.  Be  saya,  m  I  iindaistand  bim,  that 
there  ia  »  commiltea  coniPg  on  here  from 
Michigan  that  il  goiofi  h>  oppose  the  pMtage 
of  the  bill, 

Mr.CBANDLER.  I  do  not  know  that  they 
will  oppoSA  it.  They  may  go  for  mndificationa 
or  abauges,  J  dq  not  know  what  they  will  pro- 
pose. 

Ur,  IjOQAIf .  It  does  seen  to  me  that  so 
far  as  the  general  praposilion  is  concerned 
the  Senate  understands  it  just  as  well  now  as 
it  will  after  any  commitlea  baa  come  herefrom 
Michigan  or  Chicago  or  anywhere  else.  Sev- 
eral fiomaiUlma  intimated  a  desira  to  come 
frnn  CfciMio  ta  Im  hawd  baton  the  SenAa 


Committee  on  Finance,  but  Itelegraphedthem 
not  to  coma,  far  thecommittee  would  under- 
stand the  matter  without  their  comins  here. 
I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be  postponed  for  any 
such  purpose.  AUhough  the  Senator  himself 
does  not  intend  to  defeat  this  bill,  yet  his 
action  does  tend  to  defeat  it.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  pass  this  bill  or  reject  it  this  even- 
ing. If  they  think  it  is  wrong,  let  them  voto 
it  down.  If  they  Ihiok  it  ia  rig|lit,  I  hope  thej 
will  pass   it  without  reaommitting   it  to  the 

Mr.  FEBRY,  of  Michigan,  I  cannot  now 
formallv  present  the  amendmsnt  that  I  gave 
notice  I  wonld  present )  but  if  the  bill  is  going 
:o  the  committee  on  the  motion  to  recommit, 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senato  to 


committee  this  amendment  also  may 
under  their  consideration.  I  propose  to  amend 
section  three  by  inserting  af^r  the  word 
''lUinoie,"  in  line  five,  the  words  "and  the 
second,  fourth,  fillh,  and  sixth  collection  dis- 
tricts Qf  the  Stale  of  Miohigan,"  ao  hi  to 
apply  the  relief  givan  by  that  section  to  alt  the 
collection  districts  where  the  fire  occurred  in 
Michigan  ;  and  also  tu  amend  in  the  seventh 
lineof  that  section  by  adding  afleF  "Chicago  " 
the  woidfl  "  and  cities  and  towns  in  Michigan 
aforesaid,"  so  that  the  provision  may  apply 
to  the  localities  where  the  fire  occurred.  As 
the  basis  of  taxation  is  upon  property,  and 
as  property  was  destroyed  in  Chicago  atid 

Saally  daatroyed  in  MichiEon,  the  relief 
orded  by  Uiis  section,  if  applied  to  Chicago, 
should  be  applicable  also  to  the  humt  dis- 
tricts of  Micbiean. 

The  PHESIDINQ  OFFICER.  TheSenator 
fronl  Michigan  gives  notice  of  an  amendment 
he  proposes  to  offer  at  the  proper  time.  The 
yeas  and  nays  will  be  now  taken  on  the  motion 
to  recommit. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeaa  13,  uaja  87  ;  as  follows : 

TBA^-Msana.  Blair.  Obandler,  Cole.  CoDkllDS, 
Perrr  of  MiBhiian.  FlaDaxap.  Gilbert,  Goldtliwaita, 
UnmiltDD   of  Usi'TUnd,    Norwood,    Dibomi    sad 


ralow.Oald- 
<(  Weit 


1.  CarpBDter,  CloTtan,  Corbstt.  Dsrii  of  Weit 
giriB.Foaton,  Ferry  of  Coqneotioat,  FrelingbUT- 
.   Haoilln.  UaiJan.  Uill,  llitcbcock.  Joboaloa, 


Backincbam.  Cameroa,  CwHrij.  Coopor,  Qrstia. 
Davit  of  KaotiKikr.  Edmanda.nkmiltOD  of  TeiPi. 
Howe.  Eelloas.  Horrill  of  Varmoat.  Mortoo,  Pool. 
Pratt,  BamMr.  Soaliburv,  Soatt,Sbanaaii.SprMaa. 
Stewart,  and  Slooktoa-M. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  WES  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qaestion 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Cabfenteb.] 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken  rasalted — yeas  17,  najm  31;  as  follows: 


So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cbaholib]  baa  an  amend- 
ntent  Still  pending. 

Mr.  CARPENTER^  I  oall  fbr  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  amendment 

lb.  OHAKDLBB.    I  (honi^t.tiioM^two. 


amendments  were  united,  mine  and  tk«  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  lly  col- 
league's amendment,  I  believe,  ia  the  only  on« 
that  is  left. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  amendmant  of 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Ur.  Chaxdl^] 
haa  not  been  voted  upon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT-  The  laat  vaca- 
tion, as  the  Chair  ia  informed  by  the  &•«•- 
tary,  as  he  was  not  in  the  chair  when  it  wai 

S reposed,  was' upon  the  amendment  of  tfae 
enator  from  Wisconsin  lo  the  amandment  of 
the  senior  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  if  tha 
senior  Senator  persists  in  hia  amendment, 
that  is  the  amendment  now  before  the  Sea- 
ale.  The  Secretary  did  not  nnderstaikd  him 
as  accepting  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  did  B4>cept  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Uicbigak 
on  the  left  [Mr.  Fksri]  will  ha  regarded  aa 
pending. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  The  third  aae* 
tionof  this  bill  proposes  In  anlhoriza  the  Oooi- 
miseioner  of  Internal  Bntenue  "to  saapan4 
the  collection  of  such  taxes  as  may  have  beaa 
aaaesaed  or  as  may  have  accmed  prior  to  tfaa 
9tb  of  October,  18T1,  in  the  first  collMitinii 
district  of  the  State  of  lUinoia  against  any  per- 
son residing  or  doing  businasa  and  owDiog 
property  in  that  portion  of  the  city  of  Chicago 
reesntiy  destroyed  by  fire."  I  propoee  (a 
amend  by  including  the  second,  founh,  fiflk, 
and  sixth  collection  districts  of  Hiobigan, 
four  aolieotioQ  districts  oat  of  ux  in  tha  gtaia 
wherein  fires  oconrred.  If  this  be  a  oorreet 
basis  of  action  in  the  city  of  Cbioago,  il  stnksa 
me  that  we  have  a  parallel  case  in  Mifhifsn. 
I  send  the  amendment  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  misunderatopd  tba 
Sebator  froin  Wisconsin.  It  seama  that  bis 
amendmsnt  included  quite  a  number  of  towat 
which  I  did  not  accept,  and  I  should  Uke  la 
have  a  vote  on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  FEHRY,  of  Miohigan.  Then  I  ■»*• 
mine  as  an  amendment  to  the  amandMeol  of 
mj  oolieagae. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amead- 
ment  of  the  senior  Senator  from  Hiebigaa 
[Mr.  CauiDLEB]  will  he  regarded  as  pending, 
which  is  to  odd  to  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  Finance  Committee  a  proviso  ^'that  tha  ' 
provisions  of  this  aot  shall  extend  to  BoIUnd 
and  Manistee  in  the  Slate  of  Hiobigan." 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  withdraw  ny 
amendment  temporarily,  as  it  is  upon  an  en- 
tirely different  section,  nnm  tha  vote  la  taken 
upon  the  amendment  of  my  colleague. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Then  the  qnaa- 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  frvn 


State  of  Miohigan. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  On  that  amendmesit 
I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  Oe 
action  of  the  Senate  In  voting  down  the  ameod- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Wlsconain  placea 
the  friends  of  this  bill  in  a  very  awkward  pod- 
lion,  lean  conceive  of  no  possible  grooad 
upon  which  this  bill  can  pass  that  Is  not  equally 
applicable  to  and  does  not  equally  support  Uie 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin. It  is  putting  the  Senate  In  a  very 
ungraoioQS  position  to  make  a  dUtinotioa  be- 
tween snfflsrers  ia  Wisconsin  and  Htcbigan  and 
those  in  Illinois  and  saying  we  will  do  fbr  one 
what  we  will  not  do  for  the  other.  1  voted 
against  recommitlJng  this  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  but  if  these  amendments,  which 
stand  precisely  upon  the  ground  of  the  original 
hill,  which  are  equally  meritorious,  are  lo  be 
voted  down,  I  for  one  am  willing  lo  refbr  the 
bill  back  to  the  Committee  on  Fioanoe  that 
they  may  bear  whatever  may  be  said  bj  aoj 
enShrera  and  report  a  Dill  oocordinglj'. 
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Mr.  CARPENTER.  One  word  only.  Not 
only  can  there  be  no  distinction  in  principle 
between  the  cases  of  the  towns  whicn  I  have 
offered  to  provide  for  by  this  amendment  and 
Chicago,  but  there  are  many  considerations 
why  that  agricultural  district  should  be  pre- 
ferred in  a  bill  of  this  kind.  By  the  second 
section  of  this  bill  it  is  provided  that  any  per- 
son, a  man  who  was  not  a  sufferer  by  the  fire 
at  Chicago,  may  go  there  and  buy  a  lot  at  such 
a  price  as  he  can  obtain  it  for  and  erect  a 
bnilding  upon  it  this  year  and  have  the  benefit 
of  this  drawback.  There  is  very  likely  to  be 
a  very  great  abuse  of  this  law.    There  is  a 

treat  premium  offered  to  men  to  go  there  who 
ave  been  no  sufferers,  buy  up  property,  and 
enjoy  iL 

In  the  agricultural  districts  of  Wisconsin  no 
sach  thing  is  to  be  apprehended.  Our  coui  • 
try  is  inviting  enough  under  ordinary  cireum 
stances,  but  desolated  and  burned  over  seven 
coanties  consecutively  as  it  is  now,  by  fire, 
there  is  very  little  danger  that  men  will  be 
attracted  there  to  build  who  have  not  been 
saiFerers  on  the  soil.  The  farmers  will  come 
back  to  their  ruined  and  smoldering  homes 
and  attempt  to  reconstruct  them,  and  they 
will  have  tne  benefit  of  the  act,  whereas  Chi- 
cago, a  great  commercial  center,  is  constantly 
inviting  capital  and  emigration  of  capital  from 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  Suppose 
Mr.  Aator,  from  New  York,  to-morrow  goes 
oot  and  buys  up  the  whole  burnt  district  of 
Chicago,  and  proposes  to  rebuild  it  wiihin  a 
year ;  he  gets  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and  the 
men  whose  buildings  were  destroyed  never  get 
the  slightest  benefit  from  it.  That  is  the  grand 
objection  to  this  bill,  an  objection  which  applies 
with  great  strength  to  Chicago  but  has  no 
strength  with  reference  to  Wisconsin,  because 
the  circiimstanceB  are  so  different  that  the  case 
never  would  be  the  same. 

The  idea  that  the  Senate  will  draw  a  dis- 
tinction in  dispensing  its  charities  upon  a  State 
line — for  that  is  what  it  comes  to — and  that 
Chicago  shall  be  relieved,  and  sufferers  in 
precisely  the  same  category,  smarting  under 
the  same  fire  induced  bv  the  same  causes, 
shall  not  be  relieved,  marks  a  distinction  here 
which  I  do  not  believe  the  Senate  will  persist 
in  marking. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  avoided  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  bill  because  I  have  felt  all  along 
that  unless  as  an  appeal  to  the  charity,  the 
spontaneous  charitv  of  the  Senate,  it  was  not 
a  question  that  would  bear  perhaps  the  closest 
deoate ;  but  I  desire  to  say  that  if  this  bill  is  to 
be  loaded  down  by  amendments  like  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  I  think 
It  will  create  a  ver^  serious  difficulty  in  the 
passage  of  the  bill  itself.  The  provisions  of 
this  bill  extended  to  these  small  towns  in  Wis- 
consin and  Michigan  that  have  suffered  by  fire, 
will  be  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  them. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Then  it  cannot  harm 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  show  of  generosity 
that  costs  us  nothing,  on  that  theory. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
allow  me  to  get  through.  What  is  the  object 
of  this  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chicago?  It  is  to 
prevent  persons  who  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  building  material  on  hand  from  extorting 
unreasonable  prices  from  those  who  have  suf- 
fered by  the  fire.  That  is  the  only  purpose. 
The  amount  of  actual  relief  that  will  be  paid 
by  the  United  States  to  the  sufferers  by  the 
fire  at  Chicago,  under  this  bill  will  be  compar- 
atively small.  In  the  case  of  Portland,  Maine, 
the  whole  amount  paid  was  only  $21,000.  The 
purpose  and  chief  benefit  of  the  bill  will  be  to 

grevent  those  who  now  have  possession  of 
ttilding- material  near  Chicago  or  in  Chicago, 
that  is,  lumber,  brick,  and  heavy  materials, 
from  demanding  large  prices  for  that  material 
which  must  be  used  at  once  in  repairing  and 
rebuilding  Chicago. 

Now  take  the  case  of  Peshtigo,  in  the  State 
of  Wisoonsio.    There  was  a  calami^  nnex- 
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ampled.  I  do  not  remember  to  hav^  heard  or 
read  of  a  story  similar  to  that,  where  a  town 
was  overtaken  by  flames  leaping  in  the  air  and 
consumed  in  a  very  short  period  of  time  and  a 
great  many  people  destroyed. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  my  colleague  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  to  correct  a  misapprehen- 
sion he  is  under?  He  supposes  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  applies 
only  to  villages  and  towns.  It  applies  to  town- 
ships. The  flames  extended  over  the  whole 
country,  burned  everything  up. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Certainly;  farm-houses, 
everything. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  My  argument  only  be- 
comes strongjer^  as  my  colleague  will  see. 
What  benefit  is  it  to  say  to  the  people  in  those 
remote  lumber  regions,  because  these  fires 
only  occurred  in  the  lumber  regions,  that  they 
may  import  lumber  from  Canada  free  of  duty, 
or  bricK  from  some  place  free,  or  any  other 
building  material  from  some  foreign  port  free? 
Is  that  the  kind  of  relief  that  you  will  extend 
to  those  people  ?  In  Chicago  it  is  different. 
In  the  very  re|;ion  of  these  towns  suddenly 
burnt  up  by  this  marvelous  fire  there  is  still 
lumber  all  around  that  can  be  at  once  supplied 
to  them. 

Therefore,  if  yon  desire,  as  I  do  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  to  give  relief  to  those  vil- 
lages and  towns,  and  even  cities  like  one  of  those 
in  Michigan,  the  only  proper  way  would  be  to 
take  the  money  from  the  Treasui^  of  the  United 
States,  and  distribute  that  relief  in  such  a  way 
as  would  be  fair  and  just.  But  the  relief  you 
give  to  Chicago  is  not  merelv  the  mone^r  you 
give  in  the  way  of  refunding  duties  ;  that  is  the 
smallest  portion  of  it ;  but  it  is  to  enable  them 
by  extenain|^  the  line  of  their  operations,  the 
reach  of  their  market,  to  get  brick,lumber  and 
various  other  materials  from*  a  more  distant 
source  free  of  duty,  and  thus  bring  a  competi- 
tion to  meet  those  who  are  now  monopoliz- 
ing the  market  in  building  materials.  That 
reason  does  not  operate  in  uivor  of  these  small 
towns,  because  there  there  is  not  such  an  at- 
tempt to  domineer  the  market  as  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  building  materials  at  fair  prices. 

The  truth  is,  that  in  many  of  these  towns  the 
chief  property  destroyed  was  in  large  lumber 
mills,  which  were  suddenly  consumed  and  de- 
stroyed, and  those  lumber  mills  are  now  pro- 
ducing more  lumber  than  ever  before ;  ana  my 
deliberate  conviction  is,  from  a  careful  inves- 
tigation of  the  whole  matter,  that  within  a  year 
from  this  time  lumber  will  be  cheaper  than  it 
was  a  year  ago,  simply  because  the  amount 
of  lumber  being  produced  this  winter  is  greater 
than  ever  before,  and  probably  the  market  will 
be  overstocked.  But  in  the  meantime  those 
now  embarking  in  building  in  Chicago  have 
to  pay  enormously  increased  prices,  and  the 
chief  benefit  and  object  of  this  bill  is  by  ex- 
tending the  range  of  the  market  to  enable  them 
to  get  brick  and  lumber  and  other  materials 
from  Canada,  and  probably  they  may  be  able 
to  purchase  iron  and  such  other  material  as 
enter  into  building  at  cheaper  rates  by  having 
the  market  of  the  world  to  supply  them.  One 
of  the  wonders  of  this  fire  is  that  the  very 
severity  of  the  destruction,  the  consumption 
of  such  vast  amounts  of  goods,  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, lumber,  &c..  created  an  extraordinary 
demand,  and  raisea  the  price  of  the  very  arti- 
cles that  are  absolutely  necessary  to  rebuild 
the  city.  The  object,  therefere,  is  to  give 
them  a  broader  market  from  which  to  draw 
these  things  to  them. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  (Government  of  the 
United  States  will  lose  materially  by  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  Why?  The  rebuilding  of 
Chicago  is  an  additional  demand  made  upon 
the  world  for  labor  and  for  materials.  If 
Chicago  had  not  been  destroyed  by  fire,  it 
would  not  have  been  rebuilt ;  and  the  various 
articles  produced,  not  only  in  this  country,  but 
in  the  countries  of  the  world,  would  have  been 
used  in  building  ether  towns  and  villages,  and 


enlarging  Chicago.  Now,  not  only  is  there  a 
demand  for  building  other  towns  and  extend- 
ing Chicago,  but  here  is  a  sudden  demand 
made  by  the  fire  itself  for  materials  used  in 
repairing  that  destruction.  That  creates  an 
extraordinary  demand,  fresh  importations. 

It  seems  to  me  under  the  circumstances  we 
might  temporarily  suspend  for  one  year  the 
operation  of  our  law  levying  duties  on  im- 
ported goods,  merely  to  meet  this  extraordin- 
ary emergency;  but  if  you  extend  it  to  these 
smaller  towns  in  the  lumber  reeions,yon  ex- 
tend a  mode  of  remedy  applicable  to  Chicago 
and  Portland,  but  not  applicable  to  these 
remoter  towns  and  remoter  regions.  I  say, 
therefore,  with  nay  colleague,  that  if  the  Senate 
should  add  to  this  bill  various  towns  scattered 
through  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  the  mode  of  relief  presented  by 
this  bill  is  not  the  mode  best  suited  for  the 
purpose,  and  I  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
recommittal  of  the  bill,  with  the  view  of  having 
proper  amendments  made. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Does  the  Senator  make 
that  motion  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Not  at  all.  I  hope  the 
bill  will  pass  without  any  amendments;  but 
if  amendments  are  placed  upon  it,  I  shall 
undoubtedly  vote  for  the  recommitment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Senator  made  an 
excellent  argument  in  favor  of  recommitting 
the  bill,  and  has  stated  a  fact  which  I  desired 
to  bring  out  before  the  committee,  and  that  is 
that  the  enormous  destruction  of  lumber  has 
necessitated  the  throwing  ef  double  the  quan- 
tity that  was  ever  before  known  on  the  market. 
Lumber  will  be  cheaper,  necessarily,  next  year 
than  it  has  been  for  tne  last  six,  seven,  or 
eight  years.  The  Senator  has  given  a  good 
reason  why  the  bill  should  be  recommitted. 
If  a  ^ross  injustice  has  been  done  to  those  who 
certainly  have  suffered  as  much  as  the  people 
of  Chicago,  and  many  of  them  more,  I  thmk 
he  has  given  a  good  reason  why  the  bill  should 
be  recommitted,  and  the  action  of  the  •com- 
mittee reexamined. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  This  bill  not  only  pro- 
vides for  a  remission  of  duties,  but  it  also 
authorizes  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue to  suspend  the  collection  of  tales  that 
have  been  assessed  after  a  certain  time.  Thtee 
taxes  have  been  assessed  npon  these  towns 
and  cities  in  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  precisely 
the  same  as  they  have  been  in  Chicago,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  that  provision  oiight  to 
apply  to  the  people  in  those  towns,  i  know 
very  well  that  the  outburst  of  generosity  was 
extended  to  Chicago  first.  The  case  was  so 
extraordinary,  the  fire  was  so  immense,  that 
the  Chicago  suffering  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  people  throughout  the  United  States 
and  other  countries  more  prominently  than 
that  caused  by  these  other  fires. 

These  people  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin 
are  greater  suflferers  in  proportion  than  the 
people  in  Chicago,  for  this  reason:  Chicago 
IS  now  being  rebuilt,  or  will  be  very  soon,  by 
the  contribution  of  some  sixty  or  seventy  mil- 
lion dollars,  it  is  estimated,  from  all  sections 
of  the  country,  through  our  insurance  om- 
panics,  from  every  town  almost  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  any  importance ;  not  only  from 
wealthy  people  but  from  widows  and  orphans, 
people  who  have  had  their  money  invested  in 
these  insurance  stocks.  All  of  them  are  now 
contributing  to  rebuild  Chicago.  I  doubt 
whether  there  is  the  same  amount  of  insurance 
in  proportion  upon  these  small  towns  in  Mich- 
igan as  there  was  npon  Chicago.  I  think  in 
large  cities  there  is  generally  larger  insurance 
in  proportion  than  there  is  in  the  country, 
from  the  fact  that  they  suppose  their  country 
places  are  exempt  from  fire  to  a  great  extent, 
except  from  their  own  carelessness. 

This  has  been  a  very  extraordinary  case, 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  is  due  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  if  they  are  going  to  past 
the  bill,  to  extend  the  same  relief  to  these 
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small  towDS.  Some  two  or  three  million  dol- 
lars have  been  sent  to  Chicago  as  the  vol- 
nntary  contribution  of  the  people.  A  small 
portion  of  that  sam  toward  the  end,  I  believe, 
was  sent  to  these  towns  in  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan.  I  cannot  see  vrhy  we  shoald  not 
extend  the  same  degree  of  relief  to  these 
towns.  I  wish  to  vote  for  both  of  these  prop- 
ositions to  relieve  not  only  Chicago,  bat  these 
other  towns.  If  it  does  not  amoant  to  much, 
it  taxes  us  but  little.  If  it  does  amoant  to 
something,  it  extends  just  that  measure  of 
relief  to  those  towns,  and  it  makes  those  peo- 
ple feel  that  they  have  been  recognized.  If 
we  do  not  recoenise  them,  (and  they  are  re- 
quired to  pay  their  portion  of  these  taxes  in 
other  ways ;  they  are  paying,  in  the  duties  col- 
lected in  other  ways,  their  proportion  to  pay 
for  those  which  are  remitted  in  favor  of  Chi- 
cago,) they  may  feel  hard  about  it.  I  repeat, 
I  £ink  we  ought  to  extend  this  relief  to  these 
small  towns,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  am  unwilling  that  my 
vote,  already  given  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  should  be  miscon- 
strued or  misunderstood,  and  therefore  desire 
to  say  that  I  voted  against  it  because  I  wish 
each  of  these  propositions  to  stand  upon  its 
own  merits ;  and  further,  for  the  reason  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sherman,] 
that  I  believe  a  more  appropriate  and  effect- 
ive relief  can  be  found  for  those  smaller  places ; 
and  whenever  the  Senators  from  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  shall  introduce  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose I  will  most  cheerfully  vote  for  it. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  on  my  right,  [Mr. 
Febrt,]  because  I  think  that  it  is  as  appro- 
priate to  the  small  towns  and  country  places 
as  to  Chicago ;  I  am  desirous  to  assist  all  of 
them;  but  I  believe  a  more  appropriate  rem- 
edy can  be  found.  I  am  not  willing  to  be 
placed  in  the  position  of  opposing  either. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  more  especiallv  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
The  object  of  this  bill  is  designedly  to  prevent 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  lumber,  as  well  as  other 
building  material.  'I  invite  attention,  in  sup- 
port of  the  position  the  Senators  from  Michi- 
gan have  taKen  on  this  question,  to  the  argu- 
ment presented  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
who  introduced  the  bill,  [Mr.  Logan.]  He 
said  that  the  object  was  not  particularly  to 
cheapen  the  price  of  importea  brick,  but  to 
affect  the  market  in  that  locality ;  in  other 
words,  that  there  had  been  a  conspiracy  to 
raise  the  price  of  that  material,  and  the  object 
of  this  bill  was  to  hold  a  governmental  dread, 
if  I  may  so  express  myself,  over  the  price  of 
brick.  If  the  argument  is  tenable  in  that  case, 
certainly  it  must  be  in  the  case  of  lumber. 

Now  let  us  look  at  it  for  a  moment.  A  man 
proposes  to  erect  a  building,  and  he  applies  to 
a  lumberman  in  the  city  ofChicago.  He  asks 
the  price  of  lumber.  Suppose  it  to  be  fifteen 
dollars  per  thousand,  if  you  please.  He  asks 
the  question,  '*  Has  this  lumber  been  import- 
ed?'^ The  dealer  says,  **No ;  my  lumber  is 
manufactured  in  the  States."  Then  the  pur- 
chaser says,  **  My  interest  is  to  purchase  im- 
ported lumber.  * '  He  goes  to  the  next  dealer, 
and  so  on  perhaps  tnrough  the  market  of 
Chicago  until  he  finds  an  importing  dealer, 
and  failing  to  find  such  a  dealer  he  then  sends 
to  Canada  and  imports  his  lumber,  because 
on  all  importations  of  that  material  he  secures 
a  rebatement  of  two  dollars  and  over,  or  twenty 
per  cent,  which  is  the  duty  on  lumber. 

It  will  be  seen  by  Senators  that  this  practi- 
cally fixes  the  price  of  lumber  in  the  market 
of  Chicago.  Its  effect  is  not  merely  upon  the 
amount  consumed  in  the  erection  of  these  build- 
ings, but  it  is  telling  the  dealers  in  lumber  that 
as  lumber  for  Chicago  reconstruction  shall  be 

Sarchased  in  Canada,  that  the  deduction  of 
aty  may  be  realized  the  price  must  accord- 


ingly be  i^Bduced,  for  this  competition  neces- 
sarily brings  down  the  price  of  lumber  upon  all 
sales  in  market  below  a  paying  rate.  That 
must  practically  be  the  tendency  of  the  bill, 
and  it  is  on  that  account  that  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  call  attention  to  the  project  in  the 
remarks  which  I  submitted  to  the  Senate.  As 
I  stated  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  it  was 
doing  violence  to  my  own  feelings  now  to  offer 
any  seeming  objections,  inasmuch  as  I  had  taken 
the  most  practical  method  of  meeting  the  issue 
when  I  appealed  to  the  dealers  in  Chicago, 
when  they  had  the  material,  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion and  provide  for  fifly  million  feet  at  prices 
before  the  fire.  They  having  agreed  to  the 
proposal,  and  then  repudiated  it,  I  stand  upon 
the  oroad  basis  of  taking  the  ground  that  if 
they  are  to  be  relieved,  then  certainly  the  bur- 
den shall  not  be  rolled  upon  Michigan,  which 
supplies  three  fourths  or  the  lumber  sold  in 
the  market  of  Chicago,  and  was  so  prompt  to 
tender  substantial  relief. 

It  seems  to  me  the  Senator  from  Ohio  must 
see,  as  the  country  will  see,  that  this  bill  prac- 
tically fixes  the  rates  at  which  lumber  is  to  be 
sold  in  market.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore, 
that  dealers  in  the  article  send  their  dis- 
patches here  and  appeal  to  the  Senate  to 
pause  before  it  adopts  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
calculated  to  destroy  an  interest  so  great  ana 
vital  as  this  is  to  the  State  of  Michigan :  and 
we,  as  representatives  of  that  State,  snould 
be  false  to  our  duty  if  we  did  not  rise  here 
and  ask  for  a  modification  of  this  measure.  I 
therefore  reiterate  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
to  aggregate  a  sum  upon  the  precedent  estab- 
lished in  the  case  of  Portland,  based  upon  the 
amoant  of  property  destroyed,  and  upon  that 
basis  donate  a  sufficient  sum  firom  your  Treas- 
ury, and  let  it  be  distributed  equally  by  your 
revenues  over  all  the  States,  and  not  compel 
Michij^an,  because  she  supplies  this  large 
quantity  of  lumber,  to  bear  this  additional 
burden,  for  it  will  become  a  serious  burden  to 
her  people. 

Aa  I  have  not  taken  up  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  heretofore,  I  may  as  well 
say,  while  I  am  up,  that  the  very  place  in  which 
I  live  was  oneof  the  first  to  send  provisions  and 
other  aid  to  Chicago.  The  mayor  of  Detroit, 
promptly  sent  a  dispatch,  offering  to  send 
cooked  food,  and  I  replied,  *'  Send  alTyou  can,'' 
and  that  city  did  so  send,  and  so  did  other 
cities,  mine  as  well  as  others  of  the  State.  We 
had  a  city  twenty  miles  from  that  in  which  I 
reside  wnich  was  entirely  destroyed  save  a 
brick  academy  and  surrounding  buildings, 
which  stood,  the  only  monument  of  where  the 
city  once  was ;  and  yet  we  asked  no  contribu- 
tion for  that,  but  gladly  and  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged the  generosity  of  voluntary  contributors 
throughout  the  whole  country,  for  which  we 
gave  our  thanks.  We  therefore  ask  no  special 
aidof  Congress,  unless  you  give  aid  to  Chica^. 
If  you  do  that,  we,  and  other  towns  having 
contributed  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in 
Chicago,  ask  that  ^ou  shall  also  grant  the  same 
relief  to  us.  If  it  is  a  just  measure  for  Chicago 
it  is  equally  a  righteous  measore  for  Michigan. 
As  has  been  well  stated  here,  Wisconsin  has 
lost  relatively  more  in  life  and  property  than 
either ;  and  if  I  were  to  yield  at  all,  it  would 
be  to  that  State  rather  than  to  Chicago  or  my 
own. 

I  have  not  forgotten  that  millions  of  money 
have  been  contriboted  to  Chicago,  and  I  learn 
from  one  of  the  Chicago  relief  committee  that 
ei^ht  thousand  buildings  already  have  been 
built  by  the  money  contributed  by  the  people 
throughout  the  conntrv.  These  buildings  are 
doubuess  ordinary  ana  temporary,  bot  never- 
theless sheltering  many  and  afforaing  immedi- 
ate relief  to  thousands.  Michigan  was  the  one 
that  fixed  the  price  of  that  lumber  by  stepping 
into  the  market  and  insisting  that  the  price 
should  not  be  exorbitantly  raised.  Now,  afler 
such  a  generous  act,  it  is  proposed  that  she 
shall  feel  this  burden  by  exacting  from  her 


resources  this  twenty  per  cent,  of  daty  for  tk 
benefit  of  Chicago  sufferers. 

I  am  not  to  be  driven  from  my  position  h? 
any  one  claiming  more  homanity  or  sympathV 
for  this  great  cauimity.  I  was  there  ana  wic- 
nessed  it.  The  same  feelings  that  animate  the 
Senators  from  Illinois  were  aroosed  in  mj 
breast  at  the  disastrous  spectacle,  and  I  would 
do  all  that  is  practically  expedient,  nay  gener- 
ous, for  Chica^.  I  withheld  my  amenaoeot 
to  this  bill  hoping  it  might  pass  wiihootamesd* 
ment;  that  Chicago  luone.  the  great  central 
city  of  the  West,  might  feel  this  generous  act 
on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment ;  bat  since  the 
claims  of  other  places  have  been  presented,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  press  those  of  Michigan,  and 
I  appeal  to  the  Senate,  that  if  relief  is  ^ven 
to  Chicago  it  should  be  given  to  Michigan, 
more  especially,  as  was  well  said  by  the  Sen* 
ator  from  Oregon,  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
the  amendment  which  I  intend  to  offer ;  and  I 
think  Senators  cannot  escape  the  position  that 
since  upon  the  basis  of  property  taxes  have 
been  assessed  by  this  Government,  and  npon 
the  destruction  of  that  property  it  is  proper 
that  those  taxes  shall  be  remitted  by  the  Oov- 
emment, then  be  just  and  treat  all  alike.  If 
property  has  been  destroyed  in  Michigan  and 
destroyed  in  Chicago,  relieve  both  equally, 
and  not  treat  one  generously  and  the  other 
invidiously.  Ruins  confront  yon  in  the  ooe 
case  as  well  as  the  other,  and  would  you  take 
from  one  and  give  to  the  other?  Justice 
insists  not. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  detain  the  Senate  bot 
a  moment,  and  I  rise  merely  to  correct  a  state- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Ferrt.]  I  must  confess  that  I  have  been  sur- 
prised two  or  three  times  to- day  at  what  he 
nas  said.  I  had  looked  on  him  as  one  of  the 
right-hand  men  in  fi&vor  of  the  passiM  of  thii 
bill. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  ask  the  Sen- 
ator now  to  state  whether  I  am  not  in  fiivor 
of  it,  and  whether  he  has  not  evidence  him- 
self that  I  am  a  supporter  of  his  bill.  I  ask 
him  to  say  whether  1  was  not  original!  j  against 
amendments  to  the  bill ;  but  as  I  stated  (and  I 
repeat  my  language  now)  other  amendments 
having  been  made,  I  felt  that  I  shoald  be  neg- 
ligent to  the  interests  of  my  State,  and  want- 
ing in  duty,  if  I  failed  to  present  an  amend- 
ment of  this  kind. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
amendment,  nor  do  I  say  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  will  not  vote  for  tiie  bill,  but  I  say 
that  I  understood  him  to  be  one  of  the  right- 
hand  men  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  originiuly, 
and  I  cannot  understand  his  speech  as  advanc- 
ing its  interests  very  materiidly.  Now,  with 
his  point  on  lumber  and  his  idea  that  Michigan 
is  so  seriously  affected  by  this  bill,  he  of  course 
cannot  conscientiously  vote  for  it.  That  is  his 
argument.  This  thing  of  making  an  argument 
in  one  direction  and  voting  in  the  other  is  not 
the  best  mode  of  proceeding,  in  my  judgment 
I  hope  the  Senator  will  not  consider  that  when 
I  say  this  I  mean  anything  offensive,  but  I 
want  the  bill  either  to  pass  or  be  defeated.  I 
want  to  see  its  friends  vote  for  it  becanse  it  is 
right,  and  its  enemies  vote  against  it  because 
thev  think  it  is  wrong. 

The  Senator  himself  is  the  man  from  whom 
I  first  got  the  information  in  reference  to  the 
lumbermen  having  put  up  the  price  of  lumber 
four  dollars  a  thousand  immediately  on  the 
occurrence  of  this  fire,  and  now  he  says  the 
bill  is  to  affect  the  price  of  lumber.  So  it 
is,  but  the  price  of  lumber  was  put  np  beyond 
the  duties  on  lumber.  The  duties  on  lumber 
being  two  dollars  or  two  dollars  and  a  half  a 
thousand,  I  do  not  remember  exactly  which, 
they  put  up  the  price  four  dollars.  This  will 
not,  of  course,  reduce  it  below  the  amount 
of  duties  paid.  It  will  bring  it  down  to  that 
level.  What  effect  will  that  have  on  the  gen- 
tleman's friends  in  Michigan? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.    If  the  Senator 
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this  bodj  of  the  loss  and  suffering  in  Minnesota 
and  in  Michigan  are  truthful.  Then  let  us 
have  a  bill  for  their  relief,  and  not  come  in 
here  to  embarrass  this  bill  bj  attaching  meas- 
ures to  it  which  have  received  the  considera- 
tion of  no  committee  of  this  body,  and  to  which 
I  am  vecy  clear  we  can  apply  a  measure  of 
relief  in  another  way  better  for  them  than  that 
which  we  seek  to  ayply  to  Chicago.  I  have  no 
conscientious  scruples  about  reaching  either 
of  these  oases.  Precedents  are  as  plenty  as 
upon  almost  any  subject  in  the  world,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  are  constitutional, 
and  that  we  may  afford  relief  in  either  case ; 
but  I  would  not  complicate  them.  I  believe 
that  these  losses  in  the  other  States  will  be 
brought  to  our  attention  in  another  bill,  and 
one  which  shall  be  more  appropriate.  If 
they  are  not,  then  I  think  the  Senators  from 
those  States  will  be  (and  I  know  they  will  not 
be)  derelict  in  their  auty.  I  will  be  with  them 
then,  as  I  am  with  the  Senators  from  Illinois 
'  on  this  measure  now,  and  I  think  we  may  all 
vote  upon  that  precise  principle.  I  think, 
beside,  that  the  true  friends  of  the  bill  may 
fear  a  little  those  gifts  that  the  Greeks  are  so 
ready  to  bring  to  us. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  I  like 
these  professions  of  friendship.  After  having 
learned  the  losses  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin, 
after  having  learned  who  the  losers  were,  ana 
'  the  terrific  loss  of  life  and  property  that  has 
occurred  there,  and  after  seeing  no  disposition 
whatever  to  grant  any  relief  when  a  gross  in- 
justice has  been  done,  I  think  we  shall  not 
appear  here  as  beggars  the  second  time.  If 
we  cannot  have  equal  justice  we  shall  surren- 
der any  claim,  and  you  will  not  be  troubled 
ttom  Michigan  or  Wisconsin. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  quesfion  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Ferrt]  to  the  third  section. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  14,  nays  25 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ames.Boreman.Carpenter,  Chand- 
ler. Conkling,  Corbett,  Ferry  of  Michisan,  Flana- 
gan. Gilbert,  Harlan,  Osbom,  Sawyer,  Stockton, 
and  Windom— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Blair.  Caldwell.  Davis  of  Ken> 
tacky,  Davis  of  West  Y irginla,  Fenton,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Hamilton  of  MarylaDd,  Hamlin,  Hitchcock, 
Johnston,  Logan,  Norwood,  Nye,  Pomeroy,  Rob- 
ertson, Sanlsbory,  Spencer,  Stevenson,  bamner. 
Tipton,  Trumbnll,  Viokers,  West,  Wilson,  and 
Wright— 25. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Aloom,  Anthony,  Bayard, 
Brownlow,  Bockinffham,  Cameron,  Casserly,  Clay- 
ton, Cole,  Cooper,  Cragin.  Sdmnnds,  Ferry  of  Con- 
fiecticat.  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Hill, 
Lowe.  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine. 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Patterson.  Pool.  Pratt, 
Ramsey,  Rice.  Sohon,  Scott,  Sherman,  Spragae, 
Stewart,  and  Thmrman— d4. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Has  the  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  been 
voted  on? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the 
amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  other  amendments  made  were 
inoorporated  into  it.  The  question  now  is  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  made  as  in  Com- 
*  mittee  of  the  Whole,  which  is  the  proposition 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  as  amenaed  as  a 
substitute  for  the  House  bill. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas 36,  nays  6 ;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Ames,  Blair.  Boreman, Caldwell. 
Carpenter,  Cla^ton.Conkling,  Corbett,  Fenton,  Ferry 
of  Miobigan,FlanagaD,Frelingbay8en^ilbert.  Ham- 
lin, HarlaB.  Hitchcock,  Johnston.  Lewis,  Logan. 
Nye,  Osborn,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Spencer.  Stockton,  Sumner.  Tharman,  Tipton. 
Trnnabun.  Viokers,  West,  Wilson,  Windom,  and 


NATS— Messrs,  Chandler,  Ooldthwaite,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Norwood.  Sanlsbury,  andStevensonT-6. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Bayard, 
Brownlow,  Bookingham,  Cameron,  Casserly,  Cole, 
Cooper,  Croffio,  Davis  of  Ken  tacky,  Davis  of  West 
Virginia,  Eamands,  Ferry  of  Conneotiisat,  Hamilton 
of  Texan,  Hill,  Howe.  Kellogg,  Kelly,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Patterson,  Pool, 
Pratt,  Ramsey,  Schors,  Scott,  Sherman,  Spragae, 
and  Stewart-^1. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  demand  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amnesty 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  380)  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (at  five 
o'clock  and  seventeen  minutes  p.m.)  the  Sen- 
ate acyoumed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedkesdat,  January  24,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
b};  Rev.  W.  E.  Parsons,  of  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

ATLANTIC  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  in  relation  to  a  water  communica- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  Mississippi ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  W.  MONTGOMBBY. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  State 
of  the  State  of  Texas,  transmitting  a  joint  res- 
olution of  the  General  Assembly  asking  Con- 
gress to  pass  an  act  giving  a  pension  to  the 
widow  and  minor  children  of  Captain  William 
W.  Montgomery;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF    POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  transmitting  a  con- 
current resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  praying  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  remove  the  political  disabili: 
ties  of  H.  W.  Carter,  A.  J.  Stinger,  and  W. 
F.  Colcock,  citizens  of  that  State ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MACHINERY  FREE  OF  DUTY. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Maynard,  Mr.  Kebr,  and  Mr.  Shel- 
don as  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House 
upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
upon  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1062)  admitting  cer- 
tain machinerv,  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, free  of  duty. 

EDUCATIONAL  FUND. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  now 
begins  at  thirteen  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock, 
and  the  House  resumes  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1048)  to  establish  an  edu- 
cational fund,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  eaucation  cf  the  peo- 
ple. The  pending  question  is  upon  the  amend' 
ment  of  the  genUeman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Butler,]  which  the  Clerk  will  report. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

In  section  foar,  line  six,  after  the  word  **pqpnla> 
tion/'  ftdd  the  following  words :  "  of  the  said  States 
and  Territories,  between  the  ages  of  foar  and  twenty > 
one  years/' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Perce]  is  entitled  to  the  floor.    ^ 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
permit  me  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
eleventh  section  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  will  allow  it  to  be  read  for 
the  information  of  the  House. 


The  Clerk  read  the  proposed  amendmeat, 
as  follows : 

Add  to  the  eleventh  section  the  following : 
And  provided /urthtr.  That  no  part  of  this  faad 
shall  be  used  or  applied  to  employ  teachers  In  othw 
than  common  schools,  or  teachers  in  other  than  tis 
English  language. 

Mr.  PERCE.    I  cannot  yield  for  that  amend 
ment  now.     I  will  determine  hereafter  whether 
I  can  consent  to  have  it  offered  and  voted 
upon. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  genUeman  desires 
to  preserve  his  bill  from  being  amended  he 
must  enter  some  motion  that  will  prevent  itj 
otherwise,  when  the  gentleman  takes  his  seat, 
the  bill  will  be  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  COQHLAN.  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  cannot  yield  fotther  now. 
At  the  proper  time  amendments  can  be 
offered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  qoeation  is 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  genueman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Butleb,]  which  has  been  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  PERCE.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  title  of  the 
bill  and  the  tirst  section  give  the  general  im- 
port of  the  entire  measure.  It  is  to  establish 
a  general  fund,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  education  of  the  peo* 
pie.  The  first  section  provides  that  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  forever 
consecrated  and  set  apart  for  the  education  of 
the  people.  This  country  posseasea  boundless 
wealth  m  its  lands.  No  nation  upon  earth  has 
so  great  an  extent  of  public  domain,  while  the 
crown  lands  of  the  mightiest  kingdoms  of 
Europe  do  not  equal  in  extent  one  of  the  naany 
counties  carved  out  of  our  virgin  foreata  and 
prairies.  We  have,  however,  wasted  this  pat- 
rimony. Year  by  year  the  lands  have  been 
diminished  by  gifl,  by  grant,  and  b^  sale  to 
our  citizens.  All  moneys  received  m  return 
have  been  paid  out  as  received  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  current  expenditures;  and 
the  result  is  that  at  the  end  of  each  year  we 
find  our  public  lands  diminished  by  a  certain 
amount,  and  no  more  trace  thereof  remains 
than  does  of  the  last  year's  snow.  We  have 
been  like  spendthrifts,  exhausting  the  prin- 
cipal of  our  patrimony  with  no  thought  of  the 
time  when,  that  patnmony  gone,  we  shall  no 
longer  have  a  reservoir  from  whence  to  draw 
new  supplies. 

This  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  provides  to  some 
extent  for  the  future.     Notwithstanding  the 
immense  extent  of  our  public  lands,  at  the 
present  rate  it  is  very  questionable  whether 
fifty  years  hence  the  United  States  will  own 
one  acre  of  arable  soil.    Our  public  lands  have 
been  the  charity  fund  of  the  nation.     Should 
a  soldier  be  wounded  in  the  service  of  hia 
country,  we  give  him  a  quarter  section  of  land. 
If  any  educational  system,  particularly  in  the 
new  States,  languishes,  we  give  it  a  grant  of 
land.     If  any  particular  branch  of  education 
is  poor  and   neglected,  we  raise  it  in  the 
public  estimation  and  enrich  it  by  gift  of  the 
public  lands.     While  if  any  system  of  internal 
improvement  requires  material  aid  by  doses 
of  public  lands,  administered  in  alternate  sec- 
tions, we  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  its  pro- 
jectors, and  place  the  enterprise  upon  a  sound 
financial  basis. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  make  no  objection  to 
the  distribudon  of  the  public  lands  for  proper 
purposes.  In  the  last  Congress  I  voted  for 
every  grant  of  landl  thought  proper  and  cal- 
culated to  bring  about  good.  I  believed  then, 
as  I  do  nowj  that  those  grants,  protected  as 
they  were,  will  result  in  good  to  the  material 
interests  of  the  country  without  diminishing 
the  actual  value  of  the  lands  to  the  United 
States  a  single  dollar.  But,  mr,  in  my  jodg* 
ment  the  time  has  come  when  we  ahonid 
inquire  whether  it  is  wise  to  expend  the  entiro 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  from  year  to  year 
as  they  are  received  withoat  rsgard  to  the 
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this  subject  the^  cry  out  as  with  one  Toice  for 
soch  a  disposition  of  those  lands  as  will  make 
them  innre  to  their  benefit  through  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  believed  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  system  of  education 
could  be  made  as  efficient  as  the  systems  of  the 
States  now  in  operation,  I  should  have  intro- 
duced such  a  measure.  I  believe  that  in  this,  as 
in  many  other  particulars,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  are  far  behind  the  people.  While 
we  are  called  a  radical  body,  we  are  in  fact  a 
conservative  body,  and  the  people  are  far 
ahead  of  us  on  all  these  great  topics  now  exer- 
cisine  their  minds. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  into 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  meas- 
ure providing  for  a  system  of  national  educa- 
tion. Still,  as  this  bill  has  been  attacked  upon 
that  ground,  I  propose  to  say  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  it.  The  preamble  of  the  Consti- 
tution recites  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States^  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity, 
provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
uberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity,  do 
ordain  and  establish  it  for  the  United  States 
of  America.  Now,  sir,  I  assert  the  broad  fact 
that  education  is  necessary.  I  will  say  that 
universal  education  is  necessary  to  establish 
and  perfect  the  union  of  this  country,  neces- 
sary to  establish  justice,  to  insare  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defense, 

E remote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
lessiags  of  liberty  to  the  people,  and  the  Con- 
stitution has  signally  failed  in  securing  these 
objects  if  the  power  to  secure  the  education  of 
the  i>eople  be  not  somewhere  contained  in  its 
provisions.  The  Indians  of  our  forests  and 
prairies  are  as  brave  a  people  as  we  are.  They 
nave  proved  it  in  a  thousand  battles  and  by 
two  centuries  of  persistent  and  obstinate  resist- 
ance to  the  encroachments  of  civilization ;  and 
yet,  before  the  progress  of  educated,  organised 
manhood,  they  are  vanishing  from  the  face  of 
the  earth.  Given  education  uie  Indian  element 
of  America,  now  brutal  and  full  of  the  lust, 
slothfulness,  and  debasement  of  ignorance, 
would  strengthen  and  ennoble  the  American 
character.  As  it  is  they  roar  the  symmetry  of 
civilization,  and  are  rightfully  and  righteously 
swept  from  the  passage  of  enlightenment; 
yet  I  have  met,  in  my  experience,  free-born 
American  citizens,  wmte  men,  who  in  all  the 
debasement  of  ignorance  are  upon  a  level  with 
the  lowest  of  our  Indian  tribes.  Let  such 
ignorance  as  this  sweep  across  the  country, 
and,  I  ask,  where  woula  be  our  boasted  con- 
stitutional privileges? 

I  know,  sir,  that  this  illustration  is   far 
fetched  and  improbable,  but  being  possible  it 
demonstrates  the  statement  I  make. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  find  that  I  am  being  led  away 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  before  us 
by  the  ouestions  arising  out  of  the  establish- 
ment or  a  system  of  national  education.  I 
know  it  would  be  impracticable  and  unwise  to 
supersede  the  present  systems  of  State  instruo- 
tion.  The  bill  submitted  does  not  attempt  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  On  the  other  hand,  it  en- 
courages and  strengthens  the  State  systems  of 
education  under  the  authority  of  the  States 
and  through  their  political  oiganizations.  We 
adopt  the  system  of  Horace  Mann  and  of  the 
present  managers  of  the  Peabody  fund  by 
offering  inducements  to  the  different  States 
to  advance  their  present  systems  of  education. 
In  the  case  of  the  managers  of  the  Peabody 
fund,  I  need  but  state  the  fact  that  their  in- 
come is  but  little  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  They  have  offered  this  to  the 
South,  saying  that  if  they,  the  people,  would 
raise  a  certain  amount  the  Peabody  fund  would 
grant  a  certain  sum  in  addition  thereto,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  educational  interests ;  and  the 
result  has  been,  that  whereas  the  Peabody 
fnnd  amounts  to  but  little  more  than  one  hun*. 


dred  thousand  dollars,  the  people  of  the  State 
have  been  stimulated  to  raise  $500,000  in 
addition,  and  everywhere  throughout  all  the 
southern  country  we  find  the  Peabody  schools 
dotted  here  and  there,  in  places  where  the  light 
of  education  never  before  penetrated. 

I  propose,  sir,  to  explain  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  as  I  go  on,  and  then  will  vield 
to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  The  second  section  simply  provides 
for  ascertaining  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  from  year  to  year.  The  third  section 
provides  the  fund  itself. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  measure,  we  are 
met  by  three  different  methods  for  providing 
for  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds  oi  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  educational  purposes. 

First,  there  was  the  method  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bt7RCHA.RD,]  pro- 
viding that  all  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  be  distributed  annually  to  the  different 
States,  in  accordance  with  their  population, 
for  educational  purposes.  This  was  open  to 
the  grave  objection  that  while  our  lands  are 
vast,  they  are  not  inezhanstable,  and  with  the 
disposition  of  the  lands  themselves  all  aid  to 
educational  purposes  from  the  Government 
must  cease. 

Now,  sir,  -interest  in  educational  matters 
rises  or  falls  from  generation  to  generation. 
The  present  generation  may  be  educated,  but 
if  they  lose  the  stimulus  to  educate  their  chil- 
dren, the  next  generation  will  erow  up  in  igno- 
rance. This  is  illustrated  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  South.  In  1860  war  broke  out, 
and  found  many  of  the  children  between  the 
ages  of  twelve  and  fourteen  years  attending 
schools.  By  the  effects  of  the  war  thte  schools 
were  swept  away,  and  many  of  these  children 
before  the  close  of  the  conflict  were  in  the 
ranks  of  the  army.  When  they  returned  to 
their  homes  they  found  their  families  dispersed, 
their  fortunes  gone,  and  were  obliged  to  enter 
immediately,  without  further  education,  upon 
the  work  of  their  lives.  And  the  result  is, 
that  am  one  the  best  of  our  southern  people 
many  of  the  young  men  and  youn^  women, 
having  had  no  opportunities  of  leamiDg  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  are  entirely  unedu- 
cated. This  illustrates  the  fact  that  we  must 
stimulate  the  educational  interests  of  the 
country  from  generation  to  generation,  and 
to  do  this  a  perpetual  fund  of  some  kind  must 
be  created. 

The  second  proposition  was  to  constitute  a 
fund  from  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands;  in  other  words,  to  create  a  fund  the 
interest  whereof  should  be  distributed  among 
the  different  States.  This  met  with  the  objec- 
tion that  the  amount  to  be  distributed  would 
be  so  small  that  it  would  be  of  no  practical 
value  during  the  coming  generation  and  for 
several  generations  hereafter. 

I  have  adopted  the  medium  course,  and  by 
this  section  provide  that  one  half  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  shall  constitute  a 
perpetual  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  national 
educational  fund;  and  that  the  other  half, 
together  with  the  interest  upon  the  national 
educational  fund,  shall  be  distributed  annually 
among  the  different  States  for  educational  pur- 
poses. 

The  fourth  section  provides  the  manner  of 
distribution.  We  there  provide,  under  the 
amendment  which  has  been  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Butler,]  for 
the  distribution  of  this  fund  upon  the  basis 
of  population  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
twenty- one  years.  The  statistics  gathered  by 
the  census  of  the  United  States  show  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  the  population  of  school- 
age  differs  materially  in  different  sections  of 
the  country.  We  have  more  children  in  the 
western  and  southern  than  we  have  in  the 
eastern  States,  and  as  the  fund  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  education  of  the  children,  I  desire 
to  make  the  application  where  it  is  most 
needed. 


Section  five  of  the  bill  provides  that 
State  and  Territory  shall  be  entitled  to  its  than 
upon  an  understanding  and  agreement  that  it 
will  provide  by  law  for  free  education  to  in 
children ;  but  as  this  question  will  come  u 
more  fully  as  we  proceed  to  discuss  the  bill,  1 
will  pass  it  for  the  present 

Section  six  piovides  for  the  estAblishment  of 
schools  for  the  education  of  teachers.  This  sec- 
tion is  inserted  in  the  bill  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  developed  upon  the  hearing  of  the  charges 
against  General  O.  0.  Howard,  in  tl&e  lait 
Congress,  that  such  a  provision  was  needed. 
One  of  the  charges  against  him  was  that  he  had 
erected  the  Howard  University  here,  and  sct- 
eral  other  institutions  of  a  like  character  in  the 
southern  States,  for  the  education  of  teachert, 
and  in  the  evidence  in  that  case  it  was  shown 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  such  in- 
stitutions should  be  established  to  carry  oot 
the  scheme  of  free  public  education.  We  most 
have  teachers  as  well  as  pupils,  and  while  the 
latter  swarm  throughout  our  entire  land,  we 
find  by  actual  trial  that  the  former  can  hardly 
be  obtained.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  we 
make  it  optional  with  the  Legislature  to  devote 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  fund  received  during  the 
first  year,  and  ten  per  cent,  of  all  received  dur 
ing  subsequent  years,  to  this  especial  purpose. 
We  make  it  optional  because  m  many  of  the 
older  States  normal  schoob  are  already  estab- 
lished, and  of  course  they  do  not  desire  this 
aid,  but  in  the  newer  States,  and  in  the  south- 
ern States,  (which  are  entirely  new  upon  all 
educational  ouestions,)  we  leave  the  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  for  this  want. 

Seclion  seven,  in  connection  with  sertioD 
nine,  gives  tone  to  the  entire  bill,  and  t«i  it  I 
call  particular  attention,  it  provides  certain 
conditions.  I  expect  this  section,  if  any,  will 
bring  out  criticism.  We  have  endeavored  to 
avoid  anything  like  an  interference  wii^  the 
system  of  instruction  adopted  in  the  several 
States.  We  do  not  intend  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  such  systems.  I  believe  the  State 
organizations  can  be  made  altogether  effi«^ieat. 
Some  have  already  reached  a  high  stand-point 
of  excellence,  and  through  the  system  of  com- 
parison afforded  by  the  national  Bureau  of 
Education  others  are  stimulated  to  a  higher 
degree  of  usefulness.  The  provisions  of  this 
bill  tend  only  to  stimulate  and  assist  the 
school  systems  of  the  various  States,  and  not 
to  do  away  with  or  obstruct  them  in  any  way. 
But  all  grants  are  or  should  be  conditional. 
That  is  to  say,  all  grants  should  contain  the 
power  to  coerce  the  application  of  the  thing 
granted  to  the  purpose  intended.  To  show 
that  conditions  of  some  kind  are  necessary, 
we  need  only  refer  to  the  grant  made  the  dif- 
ferent States  in  aid  of  agricultural  coUegea 
under  the  act  of  July,  1862.  In  this  connec- 
tion, I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  letter  of  Hon. 
Frederick  Watts,  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture, which  I  will  make  part  of  my  remarks. 
By  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  fund  created 
by  this  act  of  July,  1862,  has  been  diverted 
from  its  proper  course,  and  the  peculiar 
branch  of  education  intended  to  be,  and  which 
ought  to  be  and  would  be  benefited  by   a 

{)roper  application  of  the  fund,  has  received 
ittle  or  no  aid  thereby : 

DkPASTMINT  of  AOBlCULTIXaK. 

Washington  ,  D.  C,  December  29. 187L 

Sib  :  In  further  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th 
ioitant.  I  beg  to  inclose  you  a  list  of  agrieultarml 
colleges  and  schools  in  tho  United  States.  I  believe 
every  State  has  signifled  its  acceptance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  July  2,  1862,  which  donates 
public  lands  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  establishiof 

axicaltural  colleges  and  schools ;  but  thejr  have  not 
1,  indeed  very  few  of  them  have  conscientionslj 
complied  with  the  reqairements  of  the  law.  eo  far  as 
I  can  learn.  To  establish  agricaltoral  schools  if 
manifestly  the  purpose  of  that  law,  and  to  divide  or 
pervert  the  fond  in  aid  of  tho  literary  schools  of  the 
country  is  a  fraud  upon  it.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yoa 
to  bill  No.  520,  (House  of  Representatives,)  Intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Tbrbt.  of  Virginia^  suggesting  some 
important  amendments  which  1  deem  essential. 
You  will  perceive  that  neither  in  one  bill  nor  the 
other  is  there  contained  any  provision  by  which  the 
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(Mr.  Stoem^]  in  pursuance  of  an  understand- 
log  we  bad  m  the  committee* room  this  morn- 
ing, that  after  the  occupation  of  such  time  as 
I  saw  fit  to  occupy  the  remainder  of  my  hour 
should  be  yielded  to  him,  to  be  occupied  this 
morning,  as  he  thought  he  might  be  absent 
to-morrow  or  on  subsequent  days.  I  desire 
to  reserve  two  minutes  of  my  time  in  which  to 
make  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  recommit 
having  been  made  by  the  gentleman,  has  been 
entered.  In  order  that  the  House  may  fully 
understand  the  condition  of  this  bill,  the  Chair 
will  state  that  it  is  now  in  the  morning  hour, 
and  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  indicates  his 
intention  to  keep  it  in  the  morning  hour  until 
disposed  of.  That,  of  course,  will  block  the 
receiving  of  reports  from  any  other  committee 
until  this  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  like  right  here  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  House,  and  especially  to 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Peros]  having  control  of 
this  uill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  time  occupied  by  gen- 
tlemen in  endeavoring  to  make  some  arrange*, 
ment  concerning  this  bill  will  not  be  taken 
from  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Stobm.] 

Mr.  KEKR.  Certainly;  that  is  what  I  de- 
sire. This  bill  is  conceded  on  all  hands  to 
be  a  very  important  one ;  and  in  many  of  its 
provisions  and  purposes  I  believe  that  most 
of  the  gentlemen  on  this  side  concur.  Bat  it 
api^^ears  to  us  over  here  that  some  of  its  pro- 
visions are  immature  and  very  unsafe  m  their 
present  form,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  care- 
fully considered  and  revised.  My  suggestion 
is  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  bo 
postponed  to  some  day  in  the  future,  a  week 
or  ten  days  hence,  and  made  the  special  order 
in  the  House  at  some  specified  hour,  and  from 
day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  H AWLE Y.  I  second  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr.] 
Every  member  of  the  House  must  realize  the 
fact,  if  they  have  given  any  attention  at  all  to 
the  subject,  that  this  bill  is  a  very  important 
one  in  every  respect,  proposing  as  it  does  a 
new  policy  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  felt  justified 
in  culling  attention  to  the  parliamentary  situ- 
ation of  the  bill,  because  the  morning  hour 
being  usually  devoted  to  routine  business, 
it  is  very  important  that  it  shall  be  reserved 
for  tire  transaction  of  that  business.  The 
Chair  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr.  Perce,]  if  he  concurs  in  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
f  Mr.  Kerr,]  that  the  understanding  should  be 
that  this  bill  be  made  a  special  order  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  orders,  so  that  it  shall 
be  absolute. 

Mr.  BURCHARD.  And  shall  be  consid- 
ered in  the  House  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  not  ob- 
ject to  the  suggestion  made  in  regard  to  this 
bill,  if  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  one  day 
onlyj  but  I  must  object  to  its  being  made  the 
special  order  from  day  to  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  for  the  House  to 
determine  whether  one  day  or  more  shall  be 
given  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  meant  that  I 
should  object  to  this  bill  being  made  a  special 
order  indefinitely  ]  it  should  be  limited  as  to 
time. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  cannot  consent  to  any 
arrangement  of  that  kind. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Storm]  is  entitled  to  the  floor 
for  twenty-three  minutes. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  When  will  a  motion  be  in 
order  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  At  any  time  when  no 
gentleman  is  occupying  the  floor  for  another 
purpose. 

Jar.  STORM.     I  yield   to  the   gentleman 


from  Georgia  [Mr.  McInttre]  for  three  min- 
utes. 

Mr.  McINTYRE.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
a  substitute,  which  I  desire  at  the  proper  time 
to  offer  for  this  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

A  bill  to  distribute  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  cf  Repreaeni- 
ativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congrete 
cusembled^  That  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the 
sale,  entry,  location,  or  other  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  or  the  United  States  be  distributed  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  set  forth. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall 
cause  an  account  to  bo  taken,  upon  the  oloseof  each 
fiscal  year,  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures daring  that  year,  incurred  in  or  occasioned  by 
the  survey,  sale,  location,  entry,  or  other  disposition 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  includinff 
appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the  general  ana 
district  land  offices  during  such  year,  and  the  total 
receipts  from  the  sale  or* disposition  of  such  lands, 
including  all  fees  received  at  such  offices,  and  shall 
certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  amount 
of  the  net  proceeds  from  the  sale,  entnr,  location,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  aforesaid,  after 
deducting  such  expenses  and  expenditures. 

Sec.  3.  That  upon  the  recei^  of  such  certificate 
from  the  SecretaiV  of  the  interior,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  cause  the  net  proceeds  of  said 
sales  of  public  lands  to  be  apportioned  to  the  sev- 
eral States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  the  basis  of  popu- 
lation of  the  last  preceding  general  census  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  amount  so  apportioned  to 
said  States,  Territories,  and  said  District  of  Colum- 
bia, respectively,  shall  be  turned  over  and  delivered 
to  such  agent  or  other  officer  of  said  State,  Territory, 
or  District,  as  may  be  designated  or  appointed  by 
said  States,  Territories,  and  said  District,  respect- 
ively, to  receive  said  apportionment,  to  be  used  for 
educational  or  other  public  purposes,  in  such  man- 
ner as  said  States,  Territorial,  or  said  District  may 
respectively  deem  best  for  the  promotion  of  educa- 
tional or  other  public  interests  within  their  respect- 
ive jurisdictions. 

Mr.  McINTTRE.  It  would  appear  that 
now,  when  the  people  of  the  United  States  owe 
over  two  billion  dollars,  it  would  probably  be 
unwise  to  make  a  distribution  of  tne  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  But,  sir,  when  we  come 
to  consider  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
exceed  the  amount  of  governmental  expendi- 
tures by  something  over  ninety  million  aollars 
annually ;  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
further  fact  that  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
million  acres  of  the  public  lands  have  already 
one  into  the  hands  of  railroad  companies,  I 
eel  that  it  is  only  proper  and  just  that  a  dis- 
tribution should  be  made  of  the  entire  fund 
arising  from  the  sales  of  thetfe  lands.  Hence 
I  propose  by  this  amendment  the  distribution 
or  the  whole  proceeds  among  the  States  of  this 
Union. 

The  details  of  the  original  bill  are  objec- 
tionable and  ought  to  be  objectionable  to  every 
man  who  feels  any  interest  in  his  State  govern- 
ment. Why  do  I  sa^  so  ?  Simply  from  the  fact 
that  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the 
powers  of  legislation  have  been  distributed, 
tiow  distributed  ?  All  those  which  the  people 
of  the  country  desired  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  exercise  have  been  ascertained 
and  defined  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution, 
while  all  those  powers  which  the  people  desirea 
should  be  pronibited  to  the  States  have  also 
been  defined  and  set  forth  in  the  same  instru- 
ment. By  the  Constitution,  all  those  powers 
which  have  not  been  delegated  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  themselves. 
Now,  sir,  since  the  organization  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  under  which  we  are  legislat- 
iog  to-day,  it  has  always  been  understood  that 
the  power  of  regulating  the  common  schools 
belonged  exclusively  to  the  States ;  and  I  am 
unwilling  that  Congress  should  take  from  the 
States  any  of  their  reserved  rights.  The  provis- 
ions of  the  i>ending  bill  seek  to  vest  the  entire 
control  of  this  fund  in  the  General  Government 
without  regard  to  the  will  of  the  respective 
States. 

I  will  say  right  here  that,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  want  to  see  education  promoted. 
Within  the  last  twenty  days  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  has  appropriated  $800,000  for  the 
purpose  of  education ;  and  that  educational 
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system  is  not  confined  to  the  whites  alone. 
The  colored  people  of  that  State  are  enti- 
tled, under  that  law,  to  the  same  riglita  thtl 
the  whites  will  enjoy.  I  feel  safe  in  express- 
ing my  belief  that  there  is  intelligeoce  aad 
patriotism  enough  in  the  State  of  Oeorgta 
to-day  to  manage  its  proportion  of  this  fond 
properly  if  it  is  turnea  over  to  the  State.  I 
believe  there  is  sufficient  intelligence  and 
patriotism  in  every  State  of  the  Union  to  carry 
out  this  object.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  State 
of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania  or  any  other 
State  of  the  Union  is  so  lost  to  rirtae  and 
patriotism  as  to  be  unfaithful  in  the  dispon- 
tion  of  this  fund.  I  am  willing  to  trust  every 
one  of  the  States  in  this  regard.  They  have 
managed  this  matter  for  themselrea  hereto- 
fore, and  I  believe  they  can  do  it  still.  I  hope 
that  the  substitute  which  I  offer  will  be  adopted 
in  lieu  of  the  original  bill,  and  that  this  whole 
matter  will  be  left,  as  the  Constitution  designed, 
with  the  States.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Storm]  for  the  time  he  has 
given  me. 

Mr.  STORM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  be  glad 
on  all  occasions,  when  it  is  possible  and  coa- 
sistent  with  my  views  of  duty,  to  support  every 
measure  having  for  its  object  the  edacatk>a 
of  the  people.  All  my  hopes  for  the  fnture 
permanency  of  this  Government,  with  its 
free  institutions,  are  based  upon  the  geo«al 
dissemination  of  knowledge  amoni;  the  p«>- 
pie.  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Burke,  who 
regarded  the  education  of  the  people  as  the 
^ '  cheap  defense  of  nations.  '^  But,  air,  when  I 
am  asKed  to  vote  for  a  bill  which  I  cannot 
reconcile  with  the  principles  of  the  Coostita- 
tion  I  cannot  vote  for  it,  however  desirable 
may  be  the  object  attempted  to  be  reached. 
It  mav  be  very  desirable  that  the  people  all 
over  the  country  should  be  temperate,  moral, 
and  religious.  All  these  are  desirable  ends, 
and  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welft^e. 
But  gentlemen  here  will  not  pretend  that, 
because  a  thing  is  desirable  in  itself,  or 
because  the  object  to  be  reached  is  good. 
Congress  has  the  right  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject. 

No  authority  can  be  found  in  the  Cooatita- 
tion  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  of  this  kind.  1 
challenge  gentlemen  who  differ  with  me  on 
this  subject  to  point  to  that  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution  which  would  support  a  measure  of 
this  kind.  There  is  but  one  clause  in  the 
Constitution  that  has  reference  in  the  remotest 
degree  to  the  subject  of  education,  and  that 
is  the  clause  empowering  Congress  "to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts)" 
but  the  same  clause  provides  how  they  are  to 
be  "promoted'* — "by  securing  for  limited 
times  to  authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive 
right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discov- 
eries.'' In  no  other  part  of  the  Constitution 
is  there  any  shadow  of  authority  for  a  law  of 
this  kind ;  and  we  cannot  derive  the  right  from 
that  clause,  because  the  manner  of  exercising 
the  power  in  question  is  specificallv  pointea 
out;  and,  according  to  the  maxim  of  the  law, 
the  expression  of  one  thing  is  the  exclonoo 
of  another. 

The  chairman  who  has  charge  of  this  bill 
has  attempted  to  find  the  right  for  its  pas- 
sage in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution.  1 
think  the  gentleman  is  lawyer  enough  to  know 
the  preamble  to  the  Constitution  can  never  be 
resorted  to  for  such  a  purpose.  It  has  been 
expressly  decided  that  it  cannot  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  even  of  enlarging  the  expresa 
powers  of  the  Government.  It  cannot  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  offinding  there  a  power 
per  $e ;  it  is  not  even  a  legitimate  source  of 
authority  for  multiplying  any  of  the  implied 
powers  of  the  Government.  If  yon  can  find 
the  power  in  the  Constitution  first,  you  may 
refer  back  to  the  preamble  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  intention  of  the  legislature, 
or  yon  may  refer  to  it  for  the  purpose  of 
interpreting  or  construing  the  language  used 
in  a  certain  clause,  but  it  cannot  be  resorted 
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to  for  any  such  parpose  as  that  alleged  bj  the 
chairman  who  has  this  bill  in  charge. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  hoped  at  the  last  session 
of  this  Congress  we  had  reached  the  extreme 
limit  of  legislation  on  this  subject.  I  had 
thought  that  the  bill  known  as  the  Ku  Elax 
bill  had  gone  to  the  extreme  limit  of  loose  con- 
strnction ;  but  it  appears  that  I  am  mistaken 
in  that.  We  now,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
-when  there  is  not  an  individual,  so  far  as  this 
House  is  informed,  asking  for  this  kind  of 
leflislation,  attempt  the  most  questionable  piece 
oi  legislation  ever  deliberated  upon  in  this 
Hall.  We  propose  to  take  charge  of  a  sub- 
ject which  it  has  been  always  supposed  was 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  States  to  legis- 
late upon.  There  has  been  no  necessity  shown 
for  this  legislation.  Many  good  men  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  voted  last  spring  for  the 
bill  I  have  referred  to  because  they  believed 
there  was  such  a  stern  public  necessity  for  it — 
such  an  overruling  demand  for  that  law,  that 
they  were  willing  to  vote  for  it  though  their 
minds  were  not  satisfied  they  had  the  right  to 
pass  it.  But  here  we  propose,  without  any 
Legislature  of  any  State  in  the  Union  asking 
for  this  le^slation,  so  far  as  we  know — not  a 
single  petition  presented  to  this  body  request- 
ing it,  to  go  far  beyond  the  verge  of  loose 
construction. 

I  believe  this  measure  has  been  here  sub- 
stantially before,  and  it  received  its  quietus  in 
the  former  Congress.  It  is  not  new  here. 
It  is  only  the  old  cat  disguised  in  the  meal- 
bag.  The  same  bill  has  been  voted  down,  and 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  craftily 
and  cunninglv-devised  measure.  It  intends  to 
accomplish  the  same  purpose  by  indirection 
that  the  former  bill  attempted  to  do  directlv, 
and  therefore  the  other  bill  was  the  preferable 
one,  because  it  was  the  more  honest.  I  say« 
this  hill  attempts  to  accomplish  precisely 
what  the  other  bill  did ;  that  is,  to  take  charge 
of  the  public-school  system  of  the  country. 
It  attempts  to  do  indirectly  what  we  have  no 
nsht  to  00  directly,  and  it  is  a  sound  principle 
01  constitutional  interpretation  that  we  have 
no  right  to  do  indirectly  what  we  are* not 
allowed  to  do  directly.  Beside,  this  bill  is 
based  on  a  misconception  of  the  nature  of  the 
public  lands,  the  primary  idea  of  which  is  that 
they  are  to  furnish  cheap  homes  and  cheap 
farms  for  the  poor  man.  That  is  the  first 
object. 

In  the  next  place,  I  take  the  position,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  proceeds  arising  from  the 
sales  of  these  public  lands,  or  any  other  disposi- 
tion of  them,  stand  pledged  by  common  con- 
sent, evidenced  by  an  unmterrupted  system  of 
legislation  for  nearly  eighty  years,  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
our  public  debt.  I  regard  tbe  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  as  a  sacred  fund  to 
be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  that  debt,  and 
when  we  attempt  to  give  away  that  fund  in  this 
way  to  the  States  we  strike  down  one  of  the 
permanent  revenues  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  stand  in  relation  to  these 
lands  as  a  trustee.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
when  he  says  we  confer  a  gratuity  or  a  bounty 
upon  the  States.  They  actually  belong  to  the 
States.  They  were  conceded  by  the  States  to 
the  General  Government,  and  those  not  so 
conceded  were  purchased  by  the  common 
Treasury  of  the  countiy  and  belong  to  the 
people  of  the  States.  We  cannot  say,  when 
we  give  them  back  to  the  States  that  we  will 
follow  them  into  the  States  and  see  how  the 
States  shall  use  them. 

But  there  are  other  objections  to  this  bill. 
The  bill  does  attempt  to  establish  a  school 
system.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  says 
in  his  opinion  it  does  not.  I  contend  that  it 
does,  because  it  recognizes  a  system  of  gen- 
eral Buperintendency.  There  must  be  such  a 
person  as  a  State  superintendent.  There  must 
be  a  provision  made  for  the  education  of  all 
children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen 


years.  It  prescribes  what  duties  must  be  per- 
formed by  the  State  superintendentf  all  of 
which,  I  assert,  constitute  a  system  of  education 
controlled  by  Congress.  The  power  which  the 
eighth  section  gives  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Education  makes  the  bill  very  objectionable. 
It  places  in  the  hands  of  that  officer  the  power 
of  withholding  the  certificate  mentioned  in  that 
section.  The  only  remedy  is  an  appeal  to 
Congress — a  most  precarious  one  indeed,  and 
unheard  of  in  legislation. 

If  this  bill  becomes  a  law  it  will  only  be  the 
beginning  of  a  series  of  acts  looking  to  the 
complete  control  of  the  common  schools  in 
the  States.  Next  yon  will  see  oiir  Commis- 
sioner styled  the  minister  of  public  instruc- 
tion, the  term  used  in  Prussia.  Ton  know  our 
President  thinks  our  Government  very  much 
like  the  Prussian  system.  I  do,  too.  1  he  next 
act  will  be  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
text-books.  Those  books  will  have  to  be 
'Moyal,*'  and  to  be  loyal  must  be  published 
near  Cambridge  or  Boston,  with  the  Puritan 
confession  of  faith  attached  to  the  multipli- 
cation table.  The  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion will  furnish  the  plans  upon  which  school- 
houses  must  be  constructed.  He  will  control 
the  procurinj;  of  fiirniture  and  apparatus. 
Publishers  of  school  books  and  their  agents 
will  make  their  anoual  raid^  upon  the  capital 
of  the  nation  to  induce  the  Commissioner  to 
favor  the  introduction  of  their  books,  and  we 
will  witness  such  jobs  and  frauds  in  the  man- 
agement of  our  schools  as  now  disgrace  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Government. 

I  know  it  has  been  hinted  here  that  this  bill 
will  be  of  peculiar  benefit  to  the  southern  States. 
We  all  know  what  that  means.  It  means 
southern  votes  for  this  bill.  I  say  to  gentlemen 
representing  southern  States  that  this  bill  is  a 
Trojan  horse.  In  its  interior  are  coocealed  the 
lurking  foe — mixed  schools.  Though  I  am  no 
prophet,  yet,  I  venture  to  say,  in  less  than  one 
year  from  now,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  yon  will 
see  an  amendment  to  it  compelling  the  States 
to  educate  the  races  in  the  same  schools ;  and 
the  State  that  refuses  to  make  provision  for 
the  education  of  the  races  together  will  lose  its 
share  of  the  appropriation  under  this  bill.  I 
want  gentlemen  from  the  South  to  ponder  these 
things.  In  view  of  the  treatment  of  the  southern 
people  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
on  thequestion  of  reconstruction  and  amnesty, 
I  feel  like  old  Capys — 

"Timeo  Dsnaos  ot  dona  ferentes." 
Nothing  good  can  come  out  of  Nazareth.  I 
will  go  further  than  any  one  here  in  relieving 
those  oppressed  communities  in  the  South, 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  aid  in  fastening  upon 
them  a  law  which  will  be  more  revolting  to 
them  than  all  that  has  heretofore  befallen 
them. 

Besides  these  objections,  there  is  now  an 
existing  law,  passed  August  29, 1842,  giving  to 
the  States  the  proceeds  of  the  public  1  ands.  It 
is  true,  the  law  is  now  in  ab^ance  b^  virtue 
of  the  sixth  section  of  said  act,  but  it  is  liable 
at  any  day  to  be  brought  into  operation.  I 
need  not  say  with  a  slight  amendment  of  this 
law  it  could  be  made  acceptable  to  all  the 
States.  This  much  I  have  to  say  of  this  hum- 
bug. 

it  takes,  for  example,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  about  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. But  in  time  the  General  Government 
will  require  from  my  State  the  same  sum  in 
the  form  of  increased  duties  and  internal  tax- 
ation, with  the  salaries  paid  to  the  officers 
which  this  system  will  create  added.  The 
sum  realized  will  hardly  be  sufficient  to  main- 
tain our  teachers  one  week  at  a  normal  school. 
It  will  not  amount  to  twenty- five  cents  to  each 
child.  And  yet  this  is  called  a  ''stimulus  to 
education." 

I  would  support  the  bill,  objectionable  as 
it  is,  if  I  thought  it  would  prevent  giving 
away  the  public  lands  to  railroads.  This  bill 
will  have  no  such  effect.  The  next  Congress 
would  repeal  it  if  we  passed  it.    I  am  fully 


persuaded  that   the  railroad  capitalists   are 
powerful  enough  to  accomplish  anything  here. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  I  have 
but  a  few  moments  in  which  to  discuss  this 
bill.  Before  considering  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  let  me  say  that  I  will  go  as  far  as  any 
gentleman  from  any  section  of  the  country  in 
the  interests  of  education ;  and  I  hail  with 
satisfaction  and  delight  any  and  all  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  gentlemen  •  who  are  putting 
forth  their  endeavors  to  increase  the  facilities 
for  the  education  of  the  people.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  when  this  is  done  at  the  expense  of 
great  constitutional  principles,  I  cannot  give 
my  assent  to  such  a  measure. 

This  bill  is  brought  forward,  as  it  has  been 
claimed  by  the  gentlemen  on  tnis  committee, 
in  the  interests  of  the  southern  people,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  southern  States.  To  this,  sir,  I  do 
not  object.  I  am  aware  that  the  people  of  the 
southern  States,  so  far  as  their  eoucational  in- 
terests are  concerned,  are  not  what  they  should 
be ;  that  their  system  of  education  Is  not  what 
they  desire  it  to  be  themselves.  But  let  us  con- 
sider for  a  moment  what  the  effect  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  will  be.  It  is  proposea  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  on  the  basis  of  population  among 
all  the  people  of  all  the  States.  Well,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  this  bill,  as  it  is  said,  is 
brought  forward  in  the  interests  of  the  southern 
people. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentlemaii  to  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  FMr.  ButlbbI  has  offered  an 
amendment  which  cures  the  defect  of  which 
he  now  sneaks 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  Now, 
it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  eastern,  middle, 
and  northwestern  States,  which  comprise  a 
large  portion  of  the  population,  will  receive  a 
very  large  proportion  ot  this  money,  and  that 
the  southern  people  will  receive  compara- 
tively little.  Why,  sir,  if  this  bill  is  really 
and  truly  brought  forward  in  the  interest  of 
the  southern  people,  why  is  it  necessary  for  us 
to  give  to  the  people  of  these  northern  States 
the  larger  proportion  of  the  fund,  when  they 
do  not  need  it?  No  gentleman  is  here  from 
the  northwestern,  the  middle,  or  the  New 
England  States,  asking,  An  appropriation  for 
educational  purposes. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Parker]  that 
I  will  cheerfully  admit  an  amendment  appro- 
priating all  the  proceeds  to  the  southern  States, 
if  he  will  offer  it. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  I  would 
very  much  more  cheerfully  vote  for  that  propo- 
sition than  for  this  bill.  I  say,  if  gentlemen 
are  really  honest  and  mean  what  they  say,  and 
wish  to  stimulate  educational  interests  at  the 
South,  let  them  come  directly  to  us  and  tell 
us  what  they  mean.  Let  them  tell  us  at  least 
what  they  mean  and  what  they  want,  and  I 
think  they  will  find  the  country  eenerous  enough 
to  meet  their  demands.  But  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  are  willing  to  give  to  the  northern 
States,  which  do  not  need  and  do  not  ask  for 
this  money,  a  larger  proportion  of  it,  for  the 
sake  of  putting  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  thv 
hands  or  the  southern  people. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  ootjections  to  this  part 
of  the  bill  are  far  less  serious  than  thef  are  to 
some  other  parts  of  it  By  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  this  money  is  not  only  given  to  these 
States,  but  it  is  proposed  that  we  follow  this 
ffifl  ioto  the  several  States,  and  through  this 
Congress,  through  the  General  Government, 
dictate  to  the  people  of  the  several  States  how 
it  shall  be  distributed,  thereby  violating  a 
sacred  principle  which  is  near  and  dear  to 
every  lover  or  the  Constitution.  If  this,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  not  a  direct  blow  at  the  Consti- 
tution, 1  would  ask,  what  is?  If  the  Gen- 
eral Government  can  follow  this  fund  into  the 
several  States,  and  there  make  it  a  felony  for 
a  State  officer  elected  by  the  State  to  appro- 
priate the  fund  in  any  manner  different  from 
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what  is  pointed  oat  here,  notwithstanding  what 
he  does  may  be  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  his  State — if  we  can  thns  take  possession 
of  our  common -school  system  in  the  several 
States,  I  ask  what  right  is  there  left  to  the 
States  that  the  General  Government  cannot 
and  may  not  take  away?  Never  can  I  give 
my  assent  to  such  a  proposition ;  no,  never. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  amount  of  money  which 
has  been  received  during  the  last  year  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  would  be  very 
small  indeed  for  each  State  if  distributea 
amon|^  the  States  upon  the  principle  which 
this  bill  suggests.  The  southern  people  could 
not  possibly  receive  but  a  very  small  amount. 

I  must  conclude  by  saying  that  in  my  hum- 
ble judgment  gentlemen  do  not  know  what  they 
say  when  they  come  forward  and  make  this 
proposition,  but  ask  us  to  pass  this  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  their  people.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  passage  of  this  bill  would  be  the  recogni- 
Uon  of  the  principle  which  has  been  attempted 
to  be  enforced  in  this  House  before,  but  has 
failed,  namely,  that  this  Congress  has  the  right 
to  control  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  States, 
the  educational  affairs  of  the  States ;  a  prin- 
ciple 1  can  never  admit  to  be  just  and  right. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  time  of  the  genUe- 
man  has  expired. 

Mr.  PERCE.    At  the  su^estion  of  several 

Sentlemen  I  now  move  that  Thursday  and  Fri- 
ay  of  next  week,  afler  half  past  one  o'clock, 
be  designated  for  the  consideration  of  this 
measure,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders, 
and  that  the  previous  question  be  considered 
as  seconded  and  the  main  question  ordered  at 
half  past  one  o'clock  on  the  second  day. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Why  not  make 
it  week  after  next? 

Mr.  PERCE.  Very  weU ;  then  I  wUl  say 
the  week  afler  next. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  propose  that  the  appro- 
priation bills  be  excepted  from  the  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  destroy  the 
whole  effect  of  the  order,  and  make  it  of  no 
account  whatever.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  must  object  to  making 
this  bill  a  special  order  to  the  exclusion  of 
everything  else.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
could  hardly  be  any  legislation  that  would 
come  up  at  that  time  that  would  not  be  of 
more  importance  than  this  unmatured  bill. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  have  made  my  proposition 
in  order  that  full  debate  may  be  had  upon  this 

?|uestion,  whioh  is  a  very  important  one.  Be- 
ore  making  the  proposition  I  consulted  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  he  consented  to  it,  believing  that  it  will 
QOt  interfere  with  the  business  of  that  com- 
mittee. If  eeutlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  desire  discussion  upon  this  meas- 
ure, they  can  have  it  in  this  way  to  the  fullest 
extent. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  make  my  objection  in- 
dependent of  the  considerations  which  the 
gentleman  has  submitted,  and  as  an  opponent 
of  the  measure  altogether. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  has 
expired. 

WOMAN    SUFFRAGE. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent,  out  of  the  usual  course  of  the 
rules,  to  present  a  petition. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection?  The 
Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  hon- 
ored with  the  duty  of  presenting  a  petition  for 
a  declaratory  law  to  assure  the  n|;ht  of  suf- 
frage to  the  women  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
They  believe  their  absolute  constitutional  right 
is  to  vote.  They  here  and  now  desire  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  Congress  the  necessity  of 
passing  a  law  declaring  and  executing  that 
right.  They  claim  such  a  law  in  two  views: 
first,  as  of  right,  and  secondly,  as  of  expedi- 
ency to  the  nation.  They  insist  that  this  their 
right  ought  to  be  secured  to  them  by  law,  and 


they  insist  also  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
Republic  that  this  right  should  be  accorded 
to  them. 

The  mothers  of  the  land,  who  shall  form 
the  characters  of  all  its  citizens  through  their 
teaching  in  childhood,  giving  direction  to  the 
thoughts  which  shall  hereafter  govern  the 
land,  may  well  claim  that  it  is  expedient  that 
the^  shall  have  a  voice  in  making  the  laws 
which  govern  them,  which  will  give  them 
greater  freedom  of  action  than  they  now  have, 
which  will  afford  them  higher  opportunities 
for  noble  culture  than  they  now  nave,  and 
raise  their  thoughts  to  a  plane  worthy  of  the 
generation  that  shall  come  after  us,  which  must 
in  all  its  social  and  moral  qualities  take  its 
impress  from  their  teachings,  so  that  the  men 
of  the  land  shall  then  be  as  the  women  of  the 
land  now  are;  and  as  you  elevate  and  enno- 
ble woman,  in  so  much,  in  a  greater  ratio, 
will  our  sons  be  better  fitted  for  the  great 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  future.  No 
stream  shall  rise  higher  than  its  fountain. 

Sir,  I  recognize  the  fact  that  I  have  no  right 
at  this  time  to  trespass  on  the  business  and 
indulgence  of  the  House  to  argue  the  moment- 
ous question  involved  in  this  memorial,  but  I 
present  this  petition  of  thirty- five  thousand 
women  of  America,  from  almost  every  State 
in  the  Union.  From  every  class  and  condition 
of  life,  from  the  highest  and  most  refined  and 
from  the  humblest  and  most  lowly,  all  are  rep- 
resented here,  all  asking  that  their  claim  to 
what  they  conceive  to  be  their  greatest  ripht, 
and  which  we  claim  to  be  the  inalienable  right 
of  every  male  citizen  shall  be  granted  to  them. 

The  unanimity  with  which  they  come  here : 
the  fact  that  without  organization,  almost  as 
a  matter  of  spontaneity,  thirty-five  thousand 
names  should  have  been  gathered  and  sent  to 
this  Capitol  to  a  committee,  whose  voluntary 
duty  it  was  made  to  receive  them ;  the  fact 
that  other  names  are  now  coming  in  at  the 
rate  of  some  five  hundred  a  day ;  that  from 
California  ten  thousand  more  are  on  the  way, 
all  speak  to  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
in  accents  that  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that 
here  is  a  great  and  necessary  reform  which 
calls  for  the  fullest  consideration  and  the 
promptest  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

They  are  not  to  be  told  that  this  is  an  inno- 
vation, that  this  is  a  new  thing.  Division  of 
property  between  the  husband  and  the  wife  was 
a  greater  innovation  upon  the  feudal  law,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  our  law  as  regards  women, 
and  a  very  much  greater  innovation  than  this 
will  be.  That  in  the  parent  State  from  which 
we  come  women  have  had  the  right  to  act  in 
public  affairs;  from  the  fact  that  in  that  parent 
State  a  woman  is  at  the  head  of  public  affairs, 
seems  to  point  to  us  that  women  may  safely 
be  trusted  with  the  right  to  vote. 

I  have  desired  to  say  this  much,  in  present- 
ing this  petition,  in  order  that  it  may  be  Drought 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  and  the  country ; 
that  it  may  take  the  same  place  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  people  that  in  a  not  very  far 
day  in  the  past  anti-slavery  petitions  took, 
which  founded  the  great  party  which  now  has 
control  of  the  Government  of  this  country. 
There  was  a  great  reform,  beginning  in  the 
little,  urged  on  by  petitions,  not  so  numerous  in 
its  early  days,  and  hardly  so  numerous  in  its 
later  days,  as  this,  scarcely  arriving  to  the  dig- 
nity of  numbers  of  applicants  which  charac- 
terizes the  petition  which  I  now  present ;  and 
although,^  when  a  great  moneyedf  interest  was 
at  stake,  it  took  years  to  bring  that  freedom 
which  those  petitions  asked  for  yet  let  me 
assure  the  House  of  Representatives  that  in 
my  judgment,  much  sooner,  and  as  certainly 
as  the  sun  rolls  around  in  its  course  a  few 
more  times,  just  so  sure  will  the  right  asked 
for  in  this  petition  be  accorded  to  the  women 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  ask  that  this  petition,  which  I  propose  sim- 
ply to  show  to  the  House  in  its  large  volume, 
tunrolling  the  petition,]  may  be  referred  to  the 


Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  this 
subject  has  already  been  referred. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  ask  that  the  petitioa 
be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.     With  the  names  ? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.    Certainly. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  woald  require  anaai- 
mous  consent 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  pray 
that  may  not  be  done,  because  I  promisea  tlw 
Committee  on  Appropriations  not  to  take  mack 
time.    I  ask  that  the  petition  simply  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepreeeniativee  of  iJU 
United  Statee  in  Congreee  aeeembled: 
The  undersigned,  citisens  of  the  United  StateiL 
pray  your  honorable  bodies  that  in  any  propowd 
amendment  to  the  Constitation  whioh  may  eoae 
before  yoa  in  regard  to  suffrage,  and  in  any  lav 
affecting  suffrage  in  tho  Distriotof  Columbia  or  aay 
Territory,  the  nghtof  voting  may  be  given  towomea 
on  the  same  terms  as  to  men. 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

COUMON  CARRIBRS^  QUARANTINE,   BTC. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  am  instraoted 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  was 
referred  a  resolution  in  relation  to  qoarantine 
regulationst  &c.,  in  New  York  city,  with  leave 
to  report  at  any  time,  to  report  the  same  baek 
with  a  substitute. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  substitute  only  will 
be  read,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  substitute  was  read  as  follows: 

Beeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commeree  be 
directed  to  inquire,  first,  whether  the  conmeree 
among  the  several  States  of  this  Union  is  injori- 
oosly  affected  by  any  inadequacy  in  the  present 
means  of  land  transportation,  or  by  any  eombina- 
tion  or  monopoly  in  the  control  or  ownenoip  thereof 
or  by  means  of  any  existing  or  inequitable  rates  oi 
freight  or  fare  charged  by  common  carriers,  or  hf 
means  of  other  improper  burdens  or  restraints  is* 
posed  upon  snoh  commerce  by  carriers;  seeoad. 
whether  oar  commerce  with  foreign  nations  aim 
apon  the  coasts  and  waters  of  tho  United  States  is 
at  any  port  thereof  subjected  to  any  oppreasive  or 
illegal  requiremedts  or  restraints  under  color  of 
quarantine,  health,  or  other  laws  or  customs  of  any 
State  or  of  the  United  States;  third,  whether  at  any 
ports  of  the  United  States  American  seamen  or  lbr< 
eign  immigrants,  on  arriving  thereat,  are  subjected 
to  wrongs  or  deprivations  which  require  legislation: 
fourth,  what  legislation  or  other  means  is  required 
to  relievo,  revive,  and  sustain  the  tonnage  and  ftn- 
eijtn  commerce  of  the  United  States;  that  snoh  oom> 
mittee  or  sub-committee  thereof,  in  making  sudi 
inquiry,  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  House,  at  sueh 
places  as  shall  be  most  convenient  and  proper  for 
such  investi^rations.  and  that  they  report  from  time 
to  time  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  am  unanimously 
directed  bj  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to 
ask  that  this  resolution  be  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  substitute  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  adopted. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolntion  was 
adopted ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN   W.  DOUGLAS. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  ScoFiELD,]  who  is  compelled 
to  leave  the  city  in  the  performance  of  duties 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  House,  and  who 
therefore  cannot  be  in  his  seat  on  Monday 
next,  desires  to  introdnce  a  bill  for  reference 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD,  hj  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1189)  for  the 
relief  of  John  W.  Douglas,  late  collector  of 
internal  revenue  for  the  nineteend^  district 
of  Pennsylvania ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

LRGISLATIYB,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  take  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  that  the  Hooie 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  legislative 
appropriation  bill;  but  as  preliminary  to  that 
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namber  of  copies  to  each  county  can  be  read- 
iW  seen  by  placing  the  numbers  side  by  side. 
Now,  I  say  that  publishing  these  laws  in  pam- 
phlet form  is  no  publication  at  all.  We  had 
better  strike  out  this  item  of  $12,000  and 
save  that  amount,  if  economy  is  the  obiect  of 
this  amendment,  because  these  copies  that  are 
BO  circulated  are  of  no  practical  benefit,  except 
perhaps  to  two  dozen  lawyers  in  each  of  the 
congressional  districts  who  could  provide  their 
own  copiesof  the  Federal  statutes  themselves. 

The  object  of  this  appropriation,  which,  as 
has  been  well  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  Palmeb,]  has  stood  on  our  stat- 
ute-books for  over  half  a  century,  is  to  en- 
deavor, so  far  as  we  can,  to  promulge  a  knowl- 
edge of  our  legislation  among  the  people  of  the 
countnr.  It  has  made  oar  statutes  take  effect 
from  their  passage;  and  many  of  them,  espe- 
ciallv  of  late  years,  have  been  very  important 
in  their  effect  upon  the  citizen.  I  allude  to 
those  particularly  which  relate  to  our  internal 
taxation,  onr  great  industries  of  distillation, 
of  tobacco  growing,  and  manufactures,  and  the 
general  business  operations  of  the  country. 
And  I  am  not  alone — all  the  members  of  this 
House  could  relate  a  similar  experience — in 
referring  to  the  case  of  my  own  constituents, 
who  have  been  led  into  a  violation  of  the  law 
simply  because  they  not  only  did  not  know  it, 
but,  even  with  all  the  facilities  we  gave  them, 
had  not  the  means  of  knowing  it  And  now 
it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  cut  off  even  the 
means  they  have  had. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  rise  to  oppose pro/orma 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Matkard.]  I  find  that  many  mem- 
bers are  under  the  impression  that  the  amend- 
ment I  have  offered  changes  the  present  law 
in  regard  to  the  selection  of  newspapets,  and 
that  Uie  Secretary  of  State  is  hereafter  to  select 
them.  That  is  not  the  case.  The  amendment 
is  a  copy  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands  for  this 
present  fiscal  year.  The  clerk  of  the  House 
selects  the  newspapers,  but  the  Secretary  of 
State  selects  the  laws  to  be  published,  and  the 
amendment  simply  provides  an  appropriation 
for  carrying  out  existing  law. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  Palher.] 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.    I  ask  that  it  be 
again  reported. 
The  amendment  was  again  read  as  follows : 

Strike  oat  Ubm  tbreo  hundred  and  seventeen  and 
three  hundred  and  eichteen,  namely,  "for  publish- 
ing the  laws  in  pamphlet  form.  Sl2,000,"  and  insert 
inlleu  thereof  the  following:  for  publishing  the 
laws  in  pamphlet  form,  and  in  newspapers  ot  the 
Statcf  and  Territoriei  and  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, $60,000:  ProticUd,  That  hereafter  no  laws  or 
treaties  shall  be  published  in  newspapers  except 
those  whieh  are  of  a  general  nataro.  which  laws  shall 
be  seleoted  bv  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  same 
shall  be  in  all  oases  published  without  delay." 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment, 
there  were — ayes  57,  noes  86. 

Mr.  PALMER  asked  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Palmer,  and 
Mr.  Garfikld  of  Ohio,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tell- 
ers reported— ayes  69,  noes  78. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  proof-reading,  and  packing  the  laws  and  doc- 
uments for  the  various  legations  and  consulates,  in- 
olnding  boxes  and  Utinsportation  of  the  same,  $3,000; 
for  stationery,  furniture,  fixtures,  and  repairs.  $6,000: 
for  books  anomaps,  $2,500;  for  extra  clerk  hire  and 
copying,  $4,000;  for  contingent  expenses,  namely, 
rent,  fuel,  lights,  repairs,  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
peosee.  1^^;  in  all,  «47,000. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  to  strike  out  that 
clause.  If  we  cut  out  one,  I  think  we  should 
cut  out  the  whole. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment*, and  there  were — ayes  eighteen,  noes 
not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 


The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Treasury  Department : 
For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
$8,000;  two  Assistant  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  at 
83.500  each ;  chief  clerk,  $2,200.  and  $300  additional 
for  acting  as  superintendent  of  the  building :  forty- 
nine  clerks  of  class  foar,additional  compensation  of 
$200  to  one  clerk  of  class  four  as  disbursing  clerk, 
thirty  clerks  of  class  throe,  twenty-six  clerks  of  class 
two,  twenty-seven  clerks  of  class  one ;  thirty-two 
female  olerks,  at  $000  each ;  eleven  messengers,  one 
assistant  messenger,  and  ten  laborers;  one  olerk  of 
class  four  and  one  clerk  of  class  onoj  to  assist  the 
chief  clerk  in  superintending  the  building:  one  cap- 
tain of  the  watch,  $1,400;  one  engineer.  $1,400;  one 
machinist  and  gas-fitter.  $1,200;  one  storekeeper, 
$1^400;  sixty  watchmen,  at  $720  each,  and  to  two  of 
said  watchmen,  acting  as  lieutenants  of  watchmen, 
$280  each,  in  addition ;  thirty  laborers,  at  $720  each ; 
five  firemen,  at  $600  each ;  ninety  charwomen,  at 
$180  each;  in  all.  $361,620. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  that  paragraph  by  adding  to 
it  what  was  included  in  the  bill  of  last  year. 
I  move  to  insert  at  the  end  of  line  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty- nine  **  and  for  additional  com- 
pensation to  clerks  in  his  office,  $22,500.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FBOM  THE  SENATE. 

The  committee  rose  informally;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  a  message 
from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmpson,  one  of  its 
clerks,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  passed  a  bill  (S.  No.  265)  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  bounty  to  Ann  McCartby,  and  a 
bill  (S.  No.  524)  to  correct  a  clerical  error 
in  the  enrollment  of  an  act  approved  March 
7,  1870,  entitled  ''An  act  to  relieve  certain 
persons  therein  named  from  the  legal  and 
political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  otber  purposes."   . 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1061)  to  authorize  the  payment  of 
duplicate  checks  to  disbursing  officers,  with 
amendments,  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  then  resumed  its  session. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

CommiMioner  of  Customs : 

For  Commissioner  of  CuBtoms,  $3,000;  chief  clerk, 

$2,000;  two  clerks  of  class  four,  six  clerks  of  class 

three,  eight  clerks  of  class  two.  five  olerks  of  elass 

one,  one  messenger,  and  one  laborer;  in  all,  $36,960. 

Mr.  GARFI  ELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  that  paragraph.  I  move  to 
strike  out,  in  line  four  hundred,  the  word 
*'five,"  and  insert  "seven,"  and  to  insert 
"  $42,407 '»  in  lieu  of  **  $86,960." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Fourth  Auditor: 
For  the  Fourth  Auditor.  $3,000;  chief  clerk,  $2,000; 
five  olerks  of  elass  four,  eighteen  olerks  of  class  three, 
twelve  clerks  of  class  two,  eleven  olerks  of  class 
one;  one  messenger,  one  assistant  messenger,  three 
laborers,  and  seven  female  clerks  at  $900  each ;  in 
all.  $82,820. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  1  would  like  to  inquire 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations whether  it  is  intended  to  fix  the  pay 
of  messengers,  assistant  messengers,  and  labor- 
ers at  $900  a  year  ?  If  not,  the  paragraph 
should  be  amended. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  would  say 
that  the  pay  of  all  these  persons  is  fixed  by 
law.  I  do  not  think  that,  grammatically  con- 
sidered, the  paragraph  refers  to  all  the  officers. 
It  is  in  the  same  form  in  which  it  has  been 
passed  at  former  sessions. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  The  appropriation  of 
$900  seems  to  refer  to  the  messengers,  assist- 
ant messengers,  and  three  clerks.  In  order 
to  obviate  all  difficulty,  I  move  to  amend  the 
paragraph  in  line  four  hundred  and  twentv- 
nine  by  inserting  the  words  *' seven  female 
clerks  at  $900  each,'*  and  bv  striking  out  those 
words  where  they  occur  in  lines  four  hundred 
and  thirty  and  four  hundred  and  thirty- one. 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that  transposition. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Register  of  the  Treasury: 
For  compensation  of  the  Register  of  the  TreMvr. 
$3,000;  assistant  register,  $2.0W;  chief  elerk«$2j0O9: 
eight  clerks  of  class  four,  twelve  clerks  of  class  tliree. 
fifteen  clerks  of  class  two,  ten  clerks  of  class  odc. 
one  messenger,  two  assistant  messengers,  two  labor- 
ers,  and  eight  copyists,  at  $900  each ;  in  all,  $81.53). 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph just  read  by  adding  thereto  the  amend- 
ment which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be 
read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 
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Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  is 
hereby  authorised  to  pay  to  the  Resistor  of  the 
Treasury,  out  of  the  money  appropriated  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  tho  loans,  suoh  eompens&tien  as  he 
may  deem  iust  and  proper  for  the  additional  labor 
performed  bv  the  said  Register  under  the  laws  fund- 
ing the  public  debt,  not  to  exceed  f  1  25  per  handrsd 
bonds  signed  by  him  under  the  authority  of  the  aeti 
of  July  14, 1870,  and  January  20, 1871.  providing  lor 
the  rerunoiog  of  the  publlo  debt;  and  that  the  sssm 
rate  shall  be  allowed  to  said  Register  for  the  boods 
hereafter  signed  by  him,  provided  that  the  whole 
amount  of  oompensation  thus  allowed  him.  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  of  salary  now  allowed  by  law, 
shall  not  exceed  $1,500. 

Mr.  DAWES.  This  amendment  is  intended 
to  make  plain  some  doubtful  couatraction  of  the 
loan  act  There  always  has  been,  until  lately, 
an  additional  compensation  to  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  for  signing  these  bonds.  In 
1816,  when  United  Sutes  bonds  were  first 
issued,  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  was  allowed 
seventy-five  cents  for  each  hundred  bonds 
signed  by  him.  In  1838,  when  bonda  were 
again  issued,  he  was  allowed  $1  25  for  each 
hundred  bonds  signed  by  him.  In  1841,  be 
was  allowed  the  gross  sum  of  sixteen  hundred 
and  odd  dollars  for  that  nnrpose.  Duriog  the 
war  the  construction  of  all  the  loan  acts  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  that  he  waa  au- 
thorized from  the  one  per  cent,  which  waa  set 
aside  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  loan  to  make 
an  allowance  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
for  this  additional  work,  and  he  waa  allowed 
$1,000  additional  to  his  salary  for  this  addi- 
tional work.  When  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  came  into  office,  he  had  some 
doubts  whether  it  was  a  proper  charge  upon 
the  expenses  of  the  loan.  And  the  present 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  although  doing  a  very 
large  amount  of  extra  work,  has  been  remiUed 
to  his  ordinary  salary  ana  deprived  of  Uiis 
additional  compensation.  We  have  authorised 
a  new  loan,  and  it  is  possible  that  a  further 
loan  may  be  authorizea  for  refunding  the  debt. 
It  is  deemed  proper  that  It  be  made  clear  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorixed  to 
pay  out  of  this  fund  a  proper  and  reasonable 
compensation  for  this  very  considerable  addi- 
tional labor,  out  of  the  one  half  per  cent,  which 
otherwise  will  go  to  syndicates  and  others. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  think  the  proposition 
of  the  gentlemau  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawes]  is  a  fair  one,  and  should  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  Uiere  being 
on  a  division — ayes  seventy,  noes  not  eonntiMi. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to 
make  a  verbal  change  in  this  parag^ph  simi- 
lar to  one  suggested  a  moment  ago  oy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Matvaro.J  I 
propose  to  transpose  the  words  '*and  eight 
copyists  at  $900  each"  from  the  position  they 
now  occupy,  and  insert  them  after  the  words 
**  ten  clerks  of  class  one.** 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Commiraioner  of  Internal  Revenue: 
For  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue.  $6.000 : 
deputy  commissioner.  $3,500;  two  deputy  oomBiis> 
sioners,  at  $3,000  each ;  seven  heads  Of  divisioos,  at 
$2,500  each ;  thirty  four  olerks  of  elau  four,  forty- 
eight  clerks  of  class  three,  filly- two  clerks  of  das 
two,  tweuty-eiffht  clerks  of  class  one;  seventy-tve 
copyists,  at  $900  each;  seven   messeuffers,    three 
assistant  messengers,  and  fifteen  laborers ;   in  all. 
$363,740. 
For  dies,  paper,  and  for  stamps,  $400,000. 

Mr.  EELLO QG.  I  move  to  amend  the  last 
paragraph  just  read  by  striking  out  *  *  $400,000,' ' 
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and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  ^' $200,000.'' 
The  amount  appropriated  last  year  for  this 
purpose  was  $200,000.  I  hope  the  expenses 
oC  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  are  not  going 
to  be  increased. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  say  that 
iu  all  before  this  paragraph  there  has  been  a 
decrease,  except  in  connection  with  the  Inter* 
Dal  Revenue  Bureau,  of  about  eighteen  thon- 
sand  dollars.  The  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  as  did  also  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurv,  and  stated  that  the  stamps  now 
in  use  in  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  had 
been  counterfeited  to  so  great  an  extent  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  get  up  new  stamps, 
to  prepare  new  dies  and  aew  forms  to  be 
printed  upon  those  stamps,  and  to  obtain  a 
new  kind  of  paper  that  will  be  more  impreg- 
nable against  counterfeiting.  This  expense 
has  become  necessary,  and  tne  committee  are 
satisfied  that  a  proper  protection  of  the  reve- 
nue requires  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. All  I  wanted  to  know  was  the  reason 
why  this  addition  is  made  to  the  expense  of 
this  bureau. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

For  laUries  and  ezpenses  of  collectors,  asscaa- 
ort,  •sfistant  aneaiora,  lupervisors.  detectives,  and 
itorekeepert,  together  with  the  expense  of  oarry- 
ioff  into  effect  the  various  provitions  of  the  several 
tots  proriding  internal  revenae.  excepting  items 
otherwiie  provided  for.  $4,700,000;  and  hereafter 
the  total  net  compensation  of  collectors  of  internal 
revenae  shall  in  no  case  exceed  $4,500  per  annum. 

Mr.  MATNARD.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations [Mr.  Garfieij)]  upon  this  proposi- 
tion which  is  an  amendment  of  existing  law. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  state  whether 
he  supposes  that  in  some  of  the  large  collection 
districts  anybody  will  be  found  to  collect  the 
large  sums  that  they  are  obliged  to  collect,  for 
the  compensation  that  is  proposed  here  ?  The 
burden  of  official  duty  consista  not  merelv  in 
the  labor.  A  position  of  this  kind  is  not  like 
an  ordinary  official  position  which  merely  im- 

Sosea  on  a  man  the  performance  of  certain 
uties.  These  collectors  give  very  heavy  bonds 
and  incur  very  heavy  responsibility,  which  in- 
crease, I  may  almost  say,  in  ffeometrical  ratio 
with  the  increased  amount  or  the  collections, 
becanse  as  this  amount  increases  the  collector 
must  depend  upon  a  larger  number  of  subor- 
dinates, and  every  added  subordinate  increases 
very  much  the  responsibility  and  the  hazard 
imposed  upon  his  chief.  I  would  therefore 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield] 
whether  he  is  satisfied  that  in  the  larger  dis- 
tricts, where  very  considerable  sums  are  col- 
lected, suitable  persons  can  be  found  who  will 
undertake  this  work  for  the  compensation  here 
proposed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  committee 
discussed  that  matter  with  a  good  deal  of  care, 
and  conferred  not  only  with  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue^  but  the  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury  himself.  It  will  be  observed  that  in 
this  item  for  the  cost  of  the  collection  of  internal 
revenue  we  have  reduced  the  amount  $800,000 
below  the  estimates*  and  $500,000  below  the 
amount  which  was  paid  last  year.  This-  has 
been  done  in  the  belief  that  there  will  be  a 
very  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
revenue  collected  through  the  internal  revenue 
department,  and  in  the  belief,  also,  that  there 
will  be  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  districts  by  consolidation  of  differ- 
ent districts.  The  Commissioner  said  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  reduce  the  districts  from  two 
hundred  and  forty-three,  the  present  number, 
to  one  hundred.  The  committee  thought  that 
hope  rather  sanguine,  but  believed  that  pos- 
sibly he  might  be  able  to  reduce  the  number 
of  the  districts  one  half. 

As  to  the  particular  point  raised  by  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Matnard,]  I  will  say 
that  it  must  be  a  remarkable  district  (if  any- 
body can  find  such  a  one)  in  which  no  respons- 


ible man  can  be  found  to  take  an  office,  the 
salary  of  which  is  $4,600  a  year,  particularly 
after  the  elements  of  internal  revenue  collec- 
tion have  been  so  greatly  reduced  as  they  will 
be  when  the  outlving  features  of  it  are  cut  off, 
leaving;  it  mainly  a  matter  of  stamps.  The 
committee  have  no  doubt  that,  with  tlie  salary 
limited  at  $4,500,  there  will  be  plenty  of  appli- 
cants for  these  positions,  and  applicants  who 
will  do  the  work  well.  We  believe  that  this 
provision  will  very  considerably  reduce  the 
cost  of  collection;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
changed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  pro  forma  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last 
word.  I  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  that  we  can  doubtless 
get  plenty  of  applicants  even  if  the  salary  be 
Ixed  at  $2,000.     But  that  is  not  the  point. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  In  most  of  the 
districts  at  present  the  collectors  do  not  get 
this  much.  Of  course  this  amount  is  only 
paid  in  the  large  districts. 

Mr.  MATNARD.  Is  the  gentleman  pre- 
pared to  answer  my  question  in  the  affirmative  ? 
1  do  not  understand  precisely  whether  he  is 
or  not. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  give  it  as  my 
opinion  decidedly  that  we  can  get  competent 
officers  for  this  salary,  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue  holds  the  same  view. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  pbitaffe,  newspapers,  arranains  and  binding 
canceled  marine  papers^ealing  ships' resisten.  care 
of  horses  for  mail  and  office  wagon,  repairs  ofwasons 
and  hamesi,  washing  towels,  investigation  of  ac- 
counts and  records,  brooms,  brashes,  crash,  cotton 
cloth,  cane,  chamois  skins,  dusters,  flour,  keys,  lye, 
matches,  nails,  oil,  powders,  repairing  hand-stamos, 
sponge,  soap,  tacks,  wall-paper,  and  the  other  mis- 


cellaneous Items  reottired  for  the  current  and  ordin* 
ry  business  of  the  Department,  $65,000. 
For  furnitnre.  such  as  carpets,  desks,  tables,  chairs. 


shelving  for  file-rooms,  boxes  and  repairs  of  furni- 
ture, oases,  oil*cloth.  matting,  rags,  chair-covers  and 
cushions,  repairs  and  laying  of  carpets,  and  other 
miscellaneoas  articles  of  the  like  character,  $50,000. 
For  coal,  wood,  lighting  the  Treasury  boilding, 
baskets,  books,  spittoons,  drop-lights  and  tabing, 
files,  blank  ke/s,  water-coolers,  tumblers,  hatchets, 
ice-picks,  mail-sacks,  match-safes  and  matches, 
pitchers, towels,  traps, thermometers,  backetSjdip- 
pers,  saws,  and  other  miscellaneous  items,  $50,000. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  suggest  the  <}uestion 
whether  it  is  consistent  wiUi  the  dignity  of  a 
bill  of  this  kind  to  enumerate  in  detail  such 
items  as  towels,  thermometers,  mail-sacks, 
spittoons,  brooms,  match- safes,  pitchers,  ana 
"other  miscellaneous  items." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  committee 
thought  it  wiser  to  make  an  enumeration  of 
this  kind  than  to  lump  under  one  name  a  large 
sum  of  money.  So  far  as  .we  could,  we  have 
included  the  items  so  that  there  might  be  leA 
as  little  residuum  as  possible  as  ^  general  fund. 
We  therefore  took  all  the  items  sent  to  us  by 
the  Department  and  inserted  them,  believing 
that  thereby  less  lee- way  would  be  allowed  for 
the  use  of  this  money  as  a  general  fund. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  If  human  ingenuity  can 
suggest  any  article  not  specified  here,  it  should 
be  put  in. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  tried  to 
catch  all. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Independent  Treasury: 
Office  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York :  for 
Assistant  Treasurer^  $8,000;  for  deputy  assistant 
treasarer,  $3,600 ;  chiefs  of  dir  bion.  tellers,  registers, 
clerks,  book-keepers,  messengers,  keeper  of  build- 
ing, watchmen,  engineer,  detectives,  and  porter, 
im.688:  in  all,  1138.688. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  in  the  paragraph  just  read 
*» $127,688,"  and  substituting  **  $187,942;" 
also,  by  striking  out  **  $188,688,"  and  substi- 
tuting **  $148,942,"  so  as  to  make  the  total 
correct.  On  this  subject,  I  would  call  attention 
to  the  following  letter: 

TaBASUBT  BtPABTMIXT. 

Washixoxok,  D.  C  January  23, 1872. 
Sib:  I  would  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to 
the  item  of  appropriation  for  salaries  in  the  office 
of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  Tork,  contained 


in  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  appropri- 
ation bill  now  pending  in  the  House.  The  amount 
therein  reported  is  $138,688,  while  the  amount  esti- 
mated as  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
was  $148,942.  (See  Book  of  Estimates.  1872-73.  pace 
32.)  This  estimate  was  based  upon  the  actual  monthly 
expenditure  for  salaries,  no  consideration  whatever 
being  given  to  emergencies  which  might  arise,  and 
cannot,  it  is  believed,  be  reduced  without  detriment 
to  the  business  of  the  office. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  estimate  for  this 
purpose  for  the  present  fiscal  year  was  reduced  by 
nearly  the  same  amount,  and  that,  in  consequence, 
it  became  necessary  to  submit  a  deficiency. 

I  earnestly  recommend  and  hope  that  this  appro- 
priation may  be  increased  to  the  amount  above 
named. 

I  am,  very  respectfally.  

GEO.  S.  BOUTWBLL,  Sterttarw. 
Hon.  James  A.  Gabpixld,  M.  C.  Chairman  aj  Com- 

mixtion  Apjtro»riation9t  Boutt  of  Hwpr—^muUvH; 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUELL.  I  was  not  in  the  Hall  when 
the  paragraphs  relating  to  assessors  and  col- 
lectors of  internal  revenue  were  read.  Hence, 
I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  go  back  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  in  order  that  I  may  offer  the 
following  amendment : 

On  page  21,  line  five  hundred  and  seven,  after  the 
words  **  per  annum,"  add  the  foll(Aring: 

ProvitUdt  That  any  assistant  assessor  of  internal 
revenue  who  has  performed,  or  may  hereafter  per- 
form,  under  authority  or  requirement  of  law,  the 
duties  of  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  saoh  assessor, 
snail  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  commissions  as 
provided  by  law  for  such  assessor;  but  no  such  pay- 
ment shall  in  any  case  be  made  when  the  assessor 
has  received  oris  entitled  to  receive  commissions  for 
the  same  period  of  time. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.   I  object  to  going 
back. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows :  • 

Office  of  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  Orleans: 
For  Assistant  Treasurer,  $4,500;  for  oh lef  clerk  and 
cashier.  $2,500;  one  clerk,  f ^.000 ;  two  clerks,  $3.000 ; 
one  porter.  $900;  two  watchmen,  $1,440;  amounting 
in  allto  $14,340. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move,  on  page 
25,  after  the  word  ** dollars,''  in  line  five  nuo* 
dred  and  ninety-five,  to  insert  the  words 
*'  one  night  watchman  at  $8  per  day  and  three 
at  $2  50  per  day,  $3,882  50  r'  and  in  line  five 
hundred  and  ninety-six  correct  the  amount  by 
inserting  ''$18,172"  in  place  of  '*$14,840." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Office  of  depositary  at  Chicago : 
For  cashier,  $2,500;  for  one  clerk,  $1,800;  for  two 
clerks.  $3,000;  for  one  clerk,  $1,200;  for  one  messen- 
ger. t840;  in  all.  $9,340. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  move  the  fol 

lowing  amendment: 

Page  26,  line  sixteen,  after  the  word  "  dollars," 
insert  "for  one  watchman, $720;"  and  correct  the 
total  by  making  it "  $10,060." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  folio wa:  * 

For  contingent  expenses  under  the  act  of  the  6th 
of  August.  1846,  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
$50,000:  Provided,  That  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be 
expended  for  clerical  services.  For  checks  and  cer- 
tificates of  deposit  for  office  of  Assistant  Treasurer 
at  New  York  and  other  offices,  $13,000.  For  addi- 
tional clerks  under  the  act  for  toe  better  organisa* 
tion  of  the  Treasury,  at  such  rates  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  deem  just  and  reasonable, 
$10,000. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  The  first  appropriation 
in  this  paragraph  grows  out  of  the  sub  Treas- 
ury act  of  1846.  It  is  a  general  appropriation 
for  contingent  expenses  of  $60,000.  Then  we 
have  an  appropriation  of  $18,000  for  checks 
and  certificates  of  deposit  for  office  of  Assist- 
ant Treasurer  at  New  York,  and  other  offices. 
Why  was  that  taken  out  of  the  general  appro- 
priation? Why  was  that  particular  sum  set 
apart  for  that  particular  purpose  7 

Mr.  GABFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  first  reason 
was  that  it  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  second  was  that  we 
wanted  to  specify  in  the  bill  as  much  as  we 
could.  It  does  not  increase  the  previous  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Then  the  specifications 
should  go  further. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  carries  it  so 
far  as  the  means  at  our  hands  enabled  as  to  do 
I  it  withont  too  great  a  risk. 
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Mr.  MA YN ARD.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
this  question:  has  changing  the  law  making 
use  of  national  banks  as  depositories  tended  to 
increase  or  decrease  the  expense  of  the  sab- 
Treasury  act  of  1846? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  They  have  very 
considerably  increased,  but  of  course  the  na- 
tional banks  cannot  be  used  as  depositories 
where  one  of  these  sub-Treasuries  is  located. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    I  understand  that. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  exact  differ- 
ence I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  These  were  established 
to  prevent  what  I  may  term  a  congestion  of 
the  public  funds  at  any  particular  points.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  Will  give  us  some  inform- 
ation on  the  subject. 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  New  York.  I  move 
to  strike  out  the  words  '*for  additional  clerks 
under  the  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury,  at  such  rates  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  deem  just  and  reasonable, 
$10,000. '^  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  strike 
out  those  lines  in  reference  to  a  matter  which 
must  soon  come  before  the  country.  A  few 
days  since  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  a  statement  to  the  country  that  the  great 
question  which  underlies  the  system  of  free  trade 
and  protection  was  so  sensitive  he  dare  not 
touch  it  but  .with  the  greatest  deliberation.  The 
country  was  disappointed,  not  at  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  in  that  respect — because 
there  were  certainly  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
proper  way  in  which  these  great  burdens  now 
crushing  out  the  life-blood  of  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country  should  be  regulated — 
but  that  we  looked  in  vain  for  the  gentleman 
to  suggest  something  upon  which  the  country 
can  have  no  possible  ground  of  difference,  and 
that  is  in  reference  to  this  system  of  internal 
taxation  and  corruption.  I  move  that  amend- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  these 
additional  appropriations  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasuiy  are  demanded  by  the  burdens 
which  grow  out  of  that  system. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  suppose  the 
gentleman  has  accomplished  his  purpose  in 
making  the  remarks  he  has.  So  far  as  this 
appropriation  is  concerned,  it  is  precisely  the 
same  we  had  last  year  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  I  see  no  reason  for  striking  it  out  at  all. 
On  the  subject  the  gentleman  has  discussed 
I  have  nothing  to  say  at  the  present  time. 
When  that  matter  comes  up  I  shall  be  glad 
to  discuss  it.  As  the  gentleman  has  alluded 
particularly  to  my  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Dawbb,]  I  yield  to  that  gentleman  the 
rest  of  my  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  simply  to  say  that 
one  object  of  the  remarks  I  offered  the  other 
day  was  to  forestall  and  deprecate  discussion, 
and  to  suggest  to  gentlemen  participating  in  it 
that  it  were  better  to  be  a  litUe  more  reserved 
until  the  time  come  when  the  committee 
should  present  in  definite  form  some  measure 
of  relief,  and  if  I  succeeded  in  that,  it  is  per- 
haps the  first  time  that  under  similar  circum- 
stances I  succeeded  in  the  object  for  which  I 
addressed  the  House. 

I  did  not  intend  to  indicate  any  particular 
coarse,  for  two  reasons.  The  first  was  that  no 
particular  course  had  been  agreed  upon,  and 
the  next  was  because  I  did  not  think  it  an 
opportune  time.  Now  I  shall  have  the  aid  of 
my  distinguished  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Towksend]  before  a  great  while  in  the  work 
of  relieving  the  country  from  the  great  bur- 
dens under  which  it  is  growing,  so  far  as  the 
public  credit  and  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government  will  admit  That  is  the  great 
inquiry  to  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  addressed  themselves  since  thej 
have  had  the  matter  before  them.  Where  it 
will  be  best  to  take  off  duties  and  where  to 
retain  them  is,  as  I  said  the  other  day,  a  grave 
question ;  and  I  do  not  desire  just  as  this  time 
to  indicate  any  conviction  or  any  particalar 


course.  I  think  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  be  satisfied  of  the  industry  and  fidel- 
ity of  the  committee  in  this  regard,  if  their 
view  should  not  entirely  commend  itself  to 
his  judgment  At  least  I  hope  they  will  have 
the  benefit  of  his  suggestions,  ana  that  they 
will  be  able  to  meet  all  his  anticipations  in 
this  regard,  and  that  the  expenses  of  collect- 
ing the  revenue,  as  well  as  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation themselves,  will  be  all  lessened — how 
far,  I  am  of  course  unable  to  say  at  this  time. 

Mr.  COX  rose. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  on  the  amend- 
ment is  exhausted. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  with- 
draw  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  renew  it,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  engaging  in  general  debate  on  this  particu- 
lar clause  so  much  as  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  chaise  of  our  taxa- 
tion to  the  verv  dilatory  way  in  which  Con- 
gress has  acted  in  throwing  off  the  burdens 
which  the  Government  has  placed  upon  the 
people. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawes]  tells  this  House  that  we  ought  to 
proceed  deliberately,  as  a  matter  of  delicacy. 
And  they  send  every  proposition  to  some 
committee,  where  it  hangs  and  hangs  until 
the  people  despair  of  relief.  The  other  day. 
when  the  question  of  shipping  came  up  here, 
(and  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  that  at  any 
length  on  this  proposition,  except  so  far  as 
to  say  what  everybody  here  confesses,)  I 
remarked  that  the  country  was  eager  and 
anxious  that  this  most  important  matter 
should  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of  in  some 
way ;  for  the  House  knows  and  the  country 
knows  that  there  are  parts  of  this  country 
which  are  aggrandizing  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  other  parts. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Maine  became  sensible  at  last  of  the  catastro- 
phe in  their  State.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  state- 
ment from  a  Belfast  paper,  and  from  other 
papers,  which  I  shall  ask  to  have  incorporated 
in  my  remarks,  and  which  show  that  right 
across  the  border  wooden  ships  are  being  built 
seventy  per  cent  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
built  in  Maine.  The  day  of  wooden  ships  is 
not  gone  altogether.  The  old  industries  of  the 
great  State  ot  Maine  are  paralyzed,  not  only  in 
ship-building,  but  in  navigation  also.  Why, 
my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  told 
the  House  the  other  day  the  condition  of  our 
navigation  on  the  Pacific  in  a  way  that  could 
not  tail  to  strike  the  attention  of  everybody,  as 
showing  what  could  be  done  if  we  were  just  to 
ourselves. 

But  what  is  the  condition  of  onr  shipping  on 
the  Atlantic  ocean?  There  are  one  nundred 
and  forty  steamers  running  on  the  Atlantic, 
going  across  to  Europe,  and  not  one  of  them 
under  the  American  nag.  Twenty  million 
dollars  of  net  profit  are  made  by  men  who 
are  foreigners,  which  might  go  into  our  coffers 
and  help  to  swell  the  industry  of  this  country. 
And  yet  Congress  must  be  dilatory ;  Congress 
must  handle  this  matter  delicately.  We  are 
not  to  have  the  $40,000,000  of  gross  profit  or 
the  $20,000,000  of  net  profit  out  of  that  great 
foreign  trade,  because  the  committee  must 
wait  and  consider  it  Why,  we  have  had  rov- 
ing committees,  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  the  Committee  on  the  Revival  of  Shipping. 
We  all  know  that  our  shipping  is  crushed  and 
killed,  and  we  know  also  the  men  who  gain  by 
it,  the  timber  men,  the  iron  men,  the  copper 
men,  and  the  hemp  men.  The  profit  goes  to 
ever^  one  except  to  those  who  are  engaged  in 
this  industry. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Will  the  gentleman  tell 
us  what  the  amount  of  our  present  tonnage  is? 
He  says  that  our  shipping  interest  is  entirely 
destroyed. 

Mr.  COX.  I  was  speaking  of  the  foreign 
trade,  not  of  the  domestic  and  coastwise  trade, 
and  the  gentleman  is  so  thoroughly  well  in- 
formed that'he  can  go  to  the  document-room- 


and  find  the  elaborate  statement  of  Mr.  Yoasg, 
which  will  post  him  as  to  our  shipping.  Oar 
shipping  has  decreased  thirty- three  per  cent, 
while  the  English  increase  within  the  same 
time  is  thirty- seven  per  cent  I  have  in  my 
desk  a  statement  from  the  Liverpool  Jonmal 
of  Commerce,  which  I  will  append  to  my 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  building  of  ships, 
wooden  as  well  as  iron,  is  passing  to  Eng- 
land, and  that  England,  as  my  colleague  [lu*. 
Brooks]  said  the  other  day,  is  monopolizing 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  ocean. 

The  following  are  the  papers  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Cox: 

[From  the  Belfast  Republiean.] 

The  Death- Line  for  Shipping, — In  the  prifoits  that 
were  extemporized  Tor  Union  soldiers  in  theSooUi 
during  the  war,  there  was  established  a  certain  iioe. 
enoiroling  the  whole  camp,  and  commanded  by  the 
saard  with  loaded  arms.  Any  prisoner  who  cro»ed 
that  line  was  instantly  shot.  It  was  call^  the 
"death-line."  In  imitation  of  that  practice,  tte 
Radical  Congress  has  established  a  sinailar  line  for 
the  shipping  interest  of  this  coantry.  It  is  the  Sl 
Croix  river  that  forms  the  boundary  betwe^i  the 
State  of  Maine  and  New  Bronswiok.  Berond  that 
lino  ships  are  built  cheaply  and  well,  snips  'hat 
prosper  and  make  money.  But  let  the  bnsinea  bat 
cross  the  line  to  the  opposite  shore,  and  it  is  struck 
dead  by  the  bullets  of  tariffs  and  taxes  shot  at  it  by 
the  Radical  officials  who  are  on  the  watch.  Thar 
aim  is  always  deadly. 

The  Portland  Press  last  week  published  a  state- 
ment, taken  from  a  paper  of  St.  John,  of  the  siiip- 
ping  built  at  that  port  the  past  year  and  thmt  eoa- 
traoted  for  the  coming  season.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  In  1871  twenty-seven  thousand  tona  of  shipmag 
were  built  in  St  John  harbor  and  ita  immediate 
neighborhood.  Of  the  vessels  built  four  were  steam- 
ers, four  were  ships,  twenty-two  were  barka.  aad 
twenty-two  were  schooners.  Superior  Tessels  hare 
been  built  and  fully  equipped  for  sea  for  tbirty-ivc 
dollars  per  ton,  while  many  have  been  coDStracted 
for  twenty-nine  dollars  per  ton.  The  profit  of  the 
business  has  l^een  so  great  that  extensive  prepara- 
tions are  making  for  an  increase  of  the  business  the 
present  year.  The  Telegraph  publishes  a  list  <tf 
thirty- three  new  vessels  already  contracted  for  ia 
the  neighborhood  of  St  John  and  in  Nova  Seotia." 

Let  the  people  of  Maine  consider  these  fkets.  Here 
is  a  city  just  across  the  border,  with  essentially  the 
same  climate,  the  same  natural  products  of  wood  for 
the  construction  of  ships,  but  with  less  mechanical 
ingenuity  and  enterprise.  But  they  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  government  administered  by  mea  of 
brains,  who  foster  the  business  for  which  they  have 
peculiar  facilities.  They  have  cheap  iron,  copper, 
duck,  hemp,  chains,  anchors,  and  ship  stores.  They 
are  exempted  from  the  taxes  that  destroy  the  ship- 
ping of  Maine.  What  is  the  result  ?  It  is  seen  m 
the  exhibit  which  their  local  paper  triamphantly 
makw.  St.  John  is  a  city  not  a  great  deal  larger 
than  Belfast,  and  yet  the  past  year  ahe  built  filty- 
two  vessels  of  all  classes,  at  a  cost  per  ton  but  little 
over  one  half  the  cost  at  which  the  tariff  and  tax» 
permit  a  vessel  to  J>e  built  in  Belfast. 

How  idle,  too,  to  talk  about  iron  ships!  Of  the 
twenty -seven  thousand  tons  thus  built,  not  one  ves- 
sel was  of  iron,  but  all  were  of  the  wood  of  the 
country,  just  such  as  vessels  would  be  built  of  here. 
If  there  is  a  demand  for  wooden  ships  which  enables 
St.  John  to  build  that  amount,  what  should  prevent 
the  towns  of  Maine  from  building  a  proportionate 
amount?  What,  except  the  congresrionid  death- 
line  of  the  St.  Croix  ? 

The  disadvantage  at  which  American  ships  com- 
pete for  business  was  exemplified  year  before  last  in 
the  shipping  of  several  cargoes  from  England  to  this 
port.    In  the  summer  of  1870  Captain  Harnman.  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  railroad,  went  to  England 
with  authority  to  provide  for  shipping  three  eajrgoea 
of  railroad  iron  to  this  port.    He  was  also  to  ship  two 
cargoes  of  salt  on  his  own  account.    There  were  two 
disengaged  vessels  belonging  in  this  vicinity  that 
would  have  been  glad  of  the  business.  One  of  them, 
the  ship  C.  B.  Haseltine,  Captain  Gilkey,  needed 
repairs,  and  the  other,  the  bark  American  Lloydb. 
Captain  Park,  belonged  in  Stockton,  and  the  captain 
desired  to  see  his  family  and  friends.    But  natber 
of  these  vessels  could  iword  to  take  the  iron  at  the 
ruling  prices,  and  procure  their  repairs  aad  ondlts 
at  home  at  the  enormous  ruling  prices,  so  they  were 
obliged  to  decline.    The  ship  repaired  at  Iiiverpool 
and  went  on  a  foreign  voyage.    The  five  cargoea 
were  all  brought  in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Seotia 
vessels,  which,  after  discharging,  immediately  went 
home,  where  they  could  make  repairs  and  procare 
outfits  at  reasonable  rates. 

Again,  last  summer,  the  ship  C.  W.  White,  owned 
in  this  city,  was  at  Havre,  needing  overhauling.  Her 
owners  wanted  to  take  a  cargo  of  salt,  bring  her 
home,  and  have  repairs  nude  here.  But  such  was 
the  enormous  cost  of  all  materials,  and  the  taxation 
on  the  vessel,  that  they  were  compelled  to  have  the 
repairs  made  at  Havre,  and  the  vessel  there  reelaswd 
and  fitted  for  sea. 

What  do  the  carpenters,  riggers,  sail-makers,  and 
blacksmiths  of  Maine  think  of  a  state  of  things  like 
this?  Is  it  possible  to  oome  to  any  other  oonclu^on 
than  that  their  busineM  is  taken  from  them  and 
given  directly  to  foreign  mechanics  by  the  Adminte- 
tration  policy?  There  is  no  need  of  this  state  of 
^things.    It  did  not  exist  formerly,  and  there  ii  s^ 
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saffioieiit  roMon  for  ita  ozistenoe  now.  A  lack  of 
brains  and  statesmanship  at  Washington  is  the  sole 
cause. 

Bhoald  not  the  people  of  Maine  take  snch  a  course 
and  effect  snob  a  change  in  Government  policy  as 
will  wipe  out  the  death-line  of  the  St.  Croix? 

[From  the  Liverpool  Joamal  of  Commerce,  Jan> 

uary  2. 1872.] 

Clwde  Ship-Building  in  1871.— We  extract  the 
following  particulars  relating  to  ship-building  on 
tho  Clyde  during  the  post  year  from  the  Glasgow 
Herald  of  yesteraay: 

Launcket  report9d  during  each  month  a/^1871. 

VetaeU,  Ton*. 

January « 12  12,154 

February 1}  12.601 

March « 11  17,040 

April 18  14,013 

M!ay 17  15.816 

June 17  16,966 

July 10  12,526 

August 17  17.684 

September 12  12,<K7 

October - 12  17.049 

November 12  17.697 

December .... , _18  19,433 

Total '. 167        185.545 


Of  the  above  there  were— 

VeMMcli, 

Iron  screw  steamers.^ 115 

Iron  sailing  ships 9 

Wooden  sailing  ships 13 

Hoppers  and  dredging  planC ~   13 

War  vessels » 5 

Iron  paddle  steamers ~     8 

Composite  sailing  vessels ~.     2 

Composite  steamers » 1 

Steel  steamers ; 1 


Ton9, 

167.812 

9.290 

1,854 

5,424 

2,997 

7.178 

300 

525 

165 


Total « 167        185.646 

Distributed  over  the  various  building  districts  as 
follows:  , 

Ton§. 

Glasgow ..99,863 

Renfrew •. 11,612 

Dumbarton 25,192 

Greenock - 25,644 

Port  Glasgow - 21,680 

Lesser  ports « 1,654 

Total 185,645 

and  registered  at  the  under-noted  ports : 

2bn« 

English  ports 77,125 

Irish  ports - 3.823 

Foreifu  ports 33,111 

Colonial  ports 415 

British  Government 2,597 

Unascertained 165 

Total 185,546 


Horse-power    of    engines   supplied    to    steamers 
launched ^ ,.....» 24.444 

Compariton  wUh  1870. 

Tonnage  launched  and  detailed  as  above,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  vessels 185.545 

Tonnage  of  vessels  built  in  pieces  and  shipped 
abroad,  and  of  smaller  craft  not  specially 
reported  when  launched,  say 12,000 


Total  tonnage,  1871 197,545 

Total  tonnage.  1870 „ 186,276 

Increase  for  1871 11,270 

•  The  foregoing  returns  have  been  carefully  com- 
piled from  available  published  sources  of  informa- 
tion, the  tonnage,  as  far  as  practicable,  being  stated 
at  a  uniform  standard. 

London  Freight  ifari«<.— Messrs.  Anger  Broth- 
ers, in  their  review  for  the  past  year,  remark  as  fol- 
lows: in  making  our  usual  retrospect  of  the  freight 
mvket  and  carrying  trade  for  the  past  year,  the 
great  progress  made  in  the  transition  from  the  use 
of  sailing  to  that  of  steam  vessels,  stands  out  as  the 
salient  feature  of  the  trade.  The  number  of  new 
sailing  vessels  is  unprecedently  small,  whereas  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  steamers  is  almost  double 
that  of  any  preceding  year.  England  still  monopo- 
lises by  far  the  greatest  share  of  the  carrying  trade 
of  the  world,  and  that  in  a  more  marked  degree 
sinee  the  increased  use  of  iron  steamers.  Austria, 
Italy,  and  Norway  hold  their  places,  but  America 
still  remains  far  behind,  and  shows  but  little  signs 
of  regaining  her  former  position  for  some  time  yet. 
The  general  oharaeteristics  of  the  year's  trade  have 
been  abundant  employment,  at  very  fair  remunera- 
tion for  steamers,  but  restricted  employment,  at 
very  low  remuneration,  for  sailing  ships.  The  first 
three  months'  trade  was  largely  stimulated  by  the 
effeots  of  the  Franco-German  war.  but  since  that 
period  no  political  influences  have  had  any  sensible 
effect  on  the  freight  trade  of  this  country;  the  fluc- 
tuations in  rates  have  been  due  to  natural  causes  and 
the  ruling  question  of  supply  and  demand. 


[From  A.  Brett  &  Co.'s  Circular.] 

Steam  Shipping^—Tht  year  just  closed  has  been  in 
many  respects  remarkable  in  connection  with  the 
steam-shipping  trade.  The  activity  in  the  construc- 
tion of  now  steam  vessels  has  been  so  great  that  an 
unprecedented  addition  has  been  made  to  the  amount 
of  tonnage  previously  existing,  and  tho  carrying 
capacity  of  tho  British  mercantile  steam  nav^  has 
been  enormously  increased.  This  animation  in  the 
building  trade  has  been  maintained,  notwithstand- 
ing some  adverse  tendencies,  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  would  have  retarded  it:  in  spite  of  a 
large  increase  in  tho  i>rice  of  material,  added  to  a 
very  disturbed  end  excited  feeling  in  this  particular 
branch  of  labor,  as  well  as  the  vioissitndes  and  un- 
certainty which  during  the  year  have  been  experi- 
enced in  the  money  market.  Although  the  supply 
of  tonnage  has  been  thus  largely  increased,  its  value 
has  augmented  in  a  still  greater  degree,  and  has  more 
than  kept  pace  with  the  rise  in  price  which  the 
higher  value  of  both  material  and  labor  would 
naturally  have  caused;  so  that  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances steamship  oirners  may  fairly  congratu- 
late themselves  that  their  property  is  more  valuable 
now  than  it  was  this  time  last  year.  Tho  building- 
yards  are  at  this  moment  full  of  orders,  and  many  of 
them  have  employment  in  hand  for  twelve  months 
to  come. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  enormous  in* 
crease  in  steam  tonnage  is  more  than  is  necessary  to 
meet  the  rapidly-growing  requirements  of  the  world. 
In  spite  or  some  doubtless  well-meant  prophetic 
warnings  there  is  no  appearance  yet  of  the  supply 
having  overtaken  the  demand.  The  carrying  trarle 
of  the  world  is  rapidly  being  transferred  from  sail- 
ing vessels  to  steam,  but  tbero  seems  no  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  maritime  interests  of  the  coun- 
try will  suffer  by  the  change;  and  although  a  lar^e 
number  of  steam  vessels  nave  been  and  are  still 
being  built  for  foreign  orders,  they  will  for  tho  most 
part  be  employed  In  opening  up  new  trades  abroad. 
The  freight  market  has,  on  the  whole,  been  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  At  the  opening 
of  the  Baltic  season  great  activity  prevailed,  and 
unusually  high  rates  for  grain  were  obtained,  and 
although  a  reaction  ensued,  yet  at  the  close  of  the 
season  freights  reoovered  almost  to  the  tone  with 
which  the  trade  opened.  From  the  North  American 
grain  ports  high  freights  for  steam  tonnage  have 
been  given.  From  the  East,  throughout  toe  year, 
the  rates  of  freiffht  homeward  for  produce  have  been 
well  maintained,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  their 
continuing  to  be  so.  In  theSpanish-ore  tradra  there 
has  been  wonderful  development,  and  the  demand 
for  suitable  steamers  has  been  very  great  and  is  still 
increasing.  Great  activity  has  also  prevailed  in  the 
coasting  and  short  continental  trades,  so  that  there 
has  been  little  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  employ- 
ment for  vessels  of  all  sixes. 

Mr.  DAWE3.  There  is  a  difference  in  men 
all  over  the  world.  It  is  not  every  one  that 
knows  everything.  [Laughter.]  If  it  were  so, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  committees  and  no 
need  of  investigation.  If  the  countir  had  the 
same  confidence  in  the  statements  of  my  dis- 
tinguished friend  from  New  York  that  we  have 
here,  nothing  need  be  done  but  to  take  his 
measures  and  enact  them  into  laws  *,  but  when 
he  announced  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Congress  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fol- 
low his  lead,  that  very  announcement  awakened 
in  the  public  mind  such  apprehension  in  those 
who  had  not  the  confidence  that  we  all  have  in 
his  statements,  that  the  public  have  thronged 
the  committee-room.  The;^  will  not  be  satis- 
fied. We  have  called  their  attention  to  the 
light  which  my  distinguished  friend  from  New 
York  has  thrown  upon  this  question  ;  but  they 
will  not  be  satisfied.  They  insist  on  being 
heard  day  after  day,  and  if  we  try  the  experi- 
ment and  tell  them  there  is  no  need  of  further 
investigation  of  the  subject ;  that  the  path  is 
plain  ;  that  light  is  shining  clear  upon  the  Hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  tjiat 
there  is  no  occasion  for  them  to  trouble  them- 
selves ;  and  that  they  have  only  to  walk  ader 
the  great  and  shining  light  which  is  held  up' 
before  us  by  my  friend  m)m  New  York,  we 
find  it  utterly  impossible  to  make  them  believe 
it.  They  insist  on  bein^  heard  upon  this  ques- 
tion. There  is  a  sensitiveness  which  I  cannot 
account  for  among  business  men,  created  by 
the  announcement  of  my  distinguished  friend 
from  New  York.  There  is  an  anxiety  upon 
their  part  to  be  heard.  They  insist  that  tney 
do  know  something.  They  insist  that  their 
experience  as  well  as  their  large  investments 
entitle  them  to  be  heard ;  and  the  laborer  who 
receives  his  wages  from  them  is  equally  anx- 
ious, and  as  persistent.  We  tell  them  there 
is  no  occasion  for  them  to  interfere,  that  the 
and  path  is  all  plain,  that  we  are  walking  in  it 


as  fast  as  we  can,  but  they  block  up  the  com- 
mittee-room in  their  anxiety  on  this  question 
and  their  persistence. 

This  is  my  explanation  to  my  friend  of  the 
delay.  It  is  not  because  we  have  anv  doubt 
as  to  our  confidence  in  what  is  the  right  way. 
It  is  because  the  great  public  of  the  nation 
will  not  accord  to  those  ideas  of  his  that  un- 
reserved confidence  which  we  of  the  commit- 
tee and  the  House  are  ready  to  accord  to  them. 
That  is  my  explanation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  insist  upon  a  vote  upon  his 
amendment  ? 

*  Mr.  COX.  No,  sir.  Afler  such  a  magnifi- 
cent speech  as  that,  I  do  not. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  ^ 

For  one  watchman  to  take  oareof  the  branch  mint 
building  at  Carson  City,  Nevada.  $1,000;  and  the  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  establish  a  branch  mint  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Territory  of  Ne  vad  a."  approved 
March  3. 1863,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed, 
in  his  discretion,  to  transfer  said  bull  ding  to  such 
purposes  or  uses  as  may  be  required  by  other  offices 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  paragraph  just  read,  and  to  insert  in 
lien  thereof  the  following : 

Branch  mint,  Carson  City,  Nevada: 
For  salaries  of  superintendent,  assayer,  melterand 
refiner,  and  coiner,  and  four  clerks.  $17.900 ;  for  wages 
of  workmen  and  adjusters.  $54,000;  for  chemicals, 
charcoal,  wood,  and  incidental  expenses,  $17,600. 

Mr.  WILL  ARD.  I  would  like  to  bear  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations [Mr.  Garfield]  some  reason  for  ^e 
amendment  he  has  proposed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Committee 
on  Appropriations  at  first  proposed  to  strike 
out  altogether  this  appropriation  for  the  branch 
mint  at  Carson  City,  and  to  turn  the  buildings 
over  to  the  Government  for  the  use  of  other 
officers  of  the  Government.  But  the  delega- 
tion from  the  Territories  appeared  before  us, 
as  did  several  gentlemen  familiar  with  the  mint, 
and  several  gentlemen  from  other  portions  of 
the  country  who  had  visited  Carson  City,  and 
they  showed  us  that  the  work  of  the  mint  there 
had  increased  very  rapidly,  and  that  about 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  had 
been  coined  there  during  the  present  year. 
And  they  led  the  committee  to  believe  that 
the  branch  mint  there  was  of  a  great  deal 
more  consequence  than  they  had  supposed, 
and  as  the  work  of  the  mint  there  is  increas- 
ing, we  consented  to  restore  the  appropria- 
tion to  the  amount  appropriated  last  year,  but 
not  to  appropriate  tne  amount  estimated  for 
by  the  Treasury  Department  for  this  purpose. 
That  is  the  onlyezplanation  I  have  to  make. 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  I  rise  to  oppose  this 
amendment,  because  I  want  to  know  some*, 
thing  more  of  the  necessity  for  it  before  I  vote 
for  it.  If  we  are  to  take  what  the  Delegates 
from  the  Territories  and  the  Representative 
upon  this  floor  from  the  State  of  Nevada  say 
upon  this  matter  as  the  law  and  the  gospel,  of 
course  you  will  never  abolish  this  branch  mint, 
but  you  will  increase  ^bur  appropriations  for 
this  purpose.  We  relied,  when  we  established 
it,  upon  what  they  said.  And  I  felt  very  much 
gratified  and  encouraged,  indeed,  when  I  saw 
that  in  this  bill  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions had  provided  for  the  abolition  of  this 
branch  mint. 

Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
very  much  better  for  us  to  do  as  some  gentle- 
men suggest,  appropriate  $50,000  and  give  it 
to  those  people  over  there  at  Carson  City  and 
have  done  with  it,  than  to  be  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  the  farce  of  building  up  a  great  mint  m 
that  region  of  the  country.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  had  given  us  the 
information  upon  this  subject  he  had  derived 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  it 
would  have  come  to  us  in  an  official  charactery 
and  I  would  have  been  much  more  inclined  to 
rely  upon  it  than  upon  the  representationi  of 
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Sentlemen  whe  are  interested  in  maintaining 
i\a  mint. 

I  know  that  this  House  verv  relactantly 
passed  a  bill  to  establish  this  branch  mint. 
After  a  contest  of  considerable  length  the 
House  yielded  good-naturedly  to  the  appeals 
that  were  made  by  those  gentlemen,  and  I 
believe  very  much  to  the  regret  afterward  of 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House,  who 
in  their  sober  second* thought  made  up  their 
minds  that  the  establishment  of  this  branch 
mint  was  entirely  unnecessary.  Now,  I  would 
like  to  know  whether  they  coin  anything  but 
•liver  in  this  branch  mint  at  Carson  City. 
What  do  they  coin  there?  Are  there  any 
official  reports  which  will  tell  us  how  much  coii> 
has  been  made  there ;  whether  anything  other 
than  silver  is  coined  there,  and  whether  that 
coinage  could  not  be  made  just  as  well  at  some 
other  mint  as  there ;  what  necessity  there  is 
for  anything  there — at  all  events,  for  anything 
more  than  an  assay  ofllce  ?  It  is  just  as  cheap 
to  transport  the  bullion  in  bars  from  Carson 
City  to  Philadelphia,  or  to  any  other  eastern 
point,  as  it  is  to  transport  the  coin.  I  shall 
therefore  object  to  this  amendment,  unless 
some  better  reason  can  be  given  for  it  than  I 
have  yet  heard. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  One  word  only 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Farnbwobth.]  The  Mint  report  does  show 
that  over  two  million  dollars  was  coined  at 
Carson  City  last  year,  wholly  or  nearly  all  in 
silver. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Very  well ;  will  the 
gentleman  tell  us  now  whether  all  or  nearly 
all  of  that  coin  has  not  been  transported  from 
the  mint  there  to  the  East  ?  Is  it  used  there ; 
is  it  paid  out  there ;  or  is  it  transported  to  the 
East?  If  it  is  transported  hither,  why  may  it 
not  as  well  be  transported  in  bars  as  in  coin? 

THere  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  on  the  pending 
amendment  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  pro  forma  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last 
word.  The  original  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mint  at  Carson  City  was  passed  in  the 
Thirty- Seventh  Congress,  when,  I  believe,  we 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  the  presence  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Fabnsworth  ;] 
and  consequently  I  do  not  think  he  has  any 
personal  knowledge  which  justifies  him  in  sav- 
ing that  the  mint  was  reluctantly  established. 
It  was  shown  at  that  time  by  a  very  able  report 
presented  by  the  late  Tbaddeus  Stevens,  then 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  the  commercial  necessities  of  that 
section  required  the  establishment  of  that  mint. 
There  were  at  that  time  special  reasons  why 
the  mint  was  demanded.  There  was  then  no 
means  of  communication  between  Nevada  and 
California  except  by  stages  or  wagons ;  so  that 
the  cost  of  transporting  bullion  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  there  was  a  mint,  was  extremely 
heavy,  constituting  a  very  large  burden  upon 
the  people  of  the  Territories.  Now,  while  it 
is  true  Uiat  this  very  urgent  reason  existing  at 
that  time  for  the  establishment  of  that  mint 
does  not  now  exist  in  so  great  force,  yet  there 
are  now  reasons  with  reference  to  the  business 
and  convenience  of  the  people  of  that  State 
which  demand  the  continuance  of  the  mint 
there. 

The  question  why  all  this  bullion  (the 
product  of  the  State  having  already  reached 
$21,000,000,  and  the  business  largely  increas- 
ing) cannot  be  transported  to  Philadelphia, 
corned  there  and  sent  back  for  the  local  purposes 
of  the  State  of  Nevada,  might  be  asked  with  as 
much  force  with  reference  to  the  mint  at  San 
Francisco  or  the  assay  office  at  New  York,  or 
any  other  establishment  of  this  kind  through- 
out the  whole  country.  It  has  been  the  polioy 
of  the  Government  (and  an  exception  ought 
not  to  be  made  against  the  State  of  Nevada) 
to  coin  so  fisir  as  possible  where  the  minerals 
are  produced,  in  order  to  save  the  great  loss 


which  would  otherwise  be  entailed  upon  the 
people  by  transportation  of  bullion.  It  is  in 
pursuance  of  this  policy  that  the  mint  has 
been  established  at  Carson  City.  The  policy 
is  a  wise  one,  and  is  beneficial  to  the  people 
of  the  Territories ;  and  the  amounts  received 
by  the  Government  for  coining  have  nearly 
paid  the  expenses  to  which  the  Government 
has  been  subjected.  The  business  of  this  mint 
is  rapidly  increasing ;  and  there  are  no  reasons 
growing  out  of  the  condition  of  its  business 
why  it  should  be  abolished.  It  has  been  in 
operation  only  about  a  year  and  a  half— not 
quite  two  years,  if  my  recollection  serves  me. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  thought  the  gentle- 
man from  California  [Mr.  Sargent]  said  it 
was  established  in  the  Thirty- Seventh  Congress. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois has  pretty  good  ears,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
understood  me.  If  not,  I  will  explain.  The 
original  legislation  for  the  establishment  of 
this  mint  was  passed  by  the  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress ;  but  it  took  several  years  to  erect  the 
buildings  and  to  have  the  delicate  machinery 
required  transported  there  and  put  in  opera- 
tion. The  mint  has  been  in  operation,  as  I 
state,  less  than  two  years.  After  the  first  year 
the  snowing  of  the  business  of  that  mint  was 
not  considerable ;  one  reason  of  this  being  that 
the  railroad  was  not  then  constructed  from 
Virginia  City  to  Carson  City,  so  that  shipping 
the  bullion  to  the  latter  point  cost  more  than 
to  send  it  by  railroad  to  California  \  but  as 
soon  as  railroad  facilities  Were  supplied,  the 
business  of  the  mint  rapidly  increased,  and  is 
increasing  every  vear.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  business  of  this  mint  will  very  soon  be  so 
considerable  as  fully  to  justify  the  measure  by 
which  it  was  established. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  asks  why  this 
money  does  not  come  to  the  East.  Sir,  a 
large  amount  of  the  precious  metals  produced 
by  California,  Nevada,  and  the  other  Pacific 
States  is  brought  here.  We  bring  it  here  to 
purchase  goods  of  all  kinds,  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  East  as  well  as  imported  goods. 
New  York,  Boston,  and  the  other  business 
centers  of  the  East  thus  get  the  benefit  of 
this  production.  We  ourselves  as  commun- 
ities are  comparatively  poor  from  the  fact 
that  nearly  all  our  resources  of  this  kind  are 
drained  to  supply  the  lack  of  manufactures 
among  ourselves. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  gentleman  from 
California  says  that  I  was  not  here  when  the 
bill  establishing  this  mint  was  passed.  If  he 
refers  to  the  act  by  which  it  was  provided  that 
a  commencement  should  be  made,  that  a 
building  should  be  erected,  he  states  truly; 
but  if  he  means  I  was  not  here  when  the  first 
appropriation  was  passed  to  pay  officers  at  this 
mint,  he  is  mistaken.  That  was  done  two 
years  ago.  An  appropriation  to  commence  the 
erection  of  a  building  is  one  thing ;  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  working  mint  is  another  thing. 
I  say  here  that  I  voted  against  the  bill. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  said  that  two  millions  of  silver 
are  coined  in  this  mint.  It  is  said  a  portion 
of  the  silver  is  required  for  business  in  that 
State.  But  there  is  a  neighboring  mine  in 
California.  How  much  does  it  cost  to  trans- 
port this  silver  from  Nevada  to  the  mint  at 
ban  Francisco  ?  Not  one  tithe  of  what  it  costs 
to  run  this  mint  up  in  the  mountain.  Every- 
body knows  that.  The  idea  is  absurd  of  our 
paying  out  annually,  beside  all  other  contin- 

§ent  expenses,  for  salaries  nearly  fifty  thousand 
oUars,  merely  for  manipulating  that  mint, 
when  there  is  a  neighboring  mint  in  California 
where  this  $2,000,000  could  be  coined  without 
any  additional  expense.  It  is  one  of  the  absurd- 
ities that  have  been  ingrafted  on  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government.  It  is  entirely  unne- 
cessary, and  was  passed  for  local  reasons  and 
local  benefits,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Why  go  on  with 
this  useless  expense  for  salaries?    Why  not 


send  the  $2,000,000,  as  well  as  the  balance  of 
the  $45,000,000,  which  the  gentleoian  sayi 
are  produced  by  the  neighboring  mines  in  Cab- 
fornia,  to  the  mint  at  San  Fntocisco?  Are 
we  to  continue  the  establishments  of  mioti 
in  the  different  States  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  local  benefit?  No,  sir;  I,  for  one,  am 
opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  by  unanimoas  consent, 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  KENDALL:  I  renew  it.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  committee 
for  one  moment.  I  regret  very  much  to  see 
this  opposition  to  the  continuance  of  oar  mint 
in  the  tar  West  renewed  here  at  this  Congress. 
I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  there- 
fore, I  say,  for  a  few  moments,  if  mj  voice 
will  permit  me,  while  I  explain  briefly  and  as 
succinctly  as  I  can,  some  considerauons  why 
I*believe  this  appropriation  shoold  be  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the  facts  in  regard 
to  this  measure  ?  What  is  the  bullion  product 
in  my  own  State  of  Nevada?  Over  twentf- 
one  millions  for  the  current  year^  and  if  tae 
operations  of  this  mint  be  discontinued,  what 
will  be  the  result?  It  will  amount,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  a  tax  of  nearly  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  people  of  the  State,  which  will  go 
into  the  hands  of  private  assayers,  who  will 
assay  all  the  bullion  of  our  miners  and  miU- 
men. 

What,  sir,  has  been  the  policy  of  onr  Gov- 
ernment ever  since  the  opening  and  develop- 
ment of  these  western  States?  Has  it  not 
been,  that  oi^r  bullion  should  be  coined  as  near 
as  possible  where  it  is  produced?  Why  shoold 
the  people  of  those  far  western  S^tes,  where 
our  pioneers  have  gone,  giving  the  best  yeara 
of  their  lives  to  open  up  and  develop  new 
countries,  and  send  here  to  your  doors  the 

Krecious  metals,  be  compelled  to  send  their 
ullion,  the  product  of  their  hard  toil,  to  be 
coined  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  miles 
from  where  it  is  produced  ?  Therefore  it  is, 
and  rightly  should  be,  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  encourage  a'ndf  foster  all  these 
coining  institutions  near  where  the  bullion  is 
produced.  Hence  this  mint  at  Carson  City, 
which  is  saving  annually  to  the  people  of  our 
State  by  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  assaying 
and  coinage  nearly  four  hundred  thoonsa 
dollars  per  annum. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Farnsworth]  who  has  iust  taken  bis  seat 
thinks  that  this  bullion  snould  go  to  the  Saa 
Francisco  mint,  and  there  be  coined.  I  beg  to 
call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  mint  at  San  Francisco  is  now  being  recon- 
structed and  enlarged,  and  is  not  in  a  condition 
to  make  any  great  addition  to  the  amoont  of 
its  coinage.  Therefore  there  exists  the  greater 
necessity  for  the  mint  in  my  own  State.  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  the  bullion  product  of  that  State  is 
over  twenty-one  million  dollars  for  the  present 
year.  The  bullion  product  of  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State,  where  my  own  residence  is,  is 
$11,000,000  for  this  year,  in  place  of  $5,000,000 
last  year.  I  hesitate  not  to  say  our  buUioo 
product  will  amount  to  $40,000,000  instead 
of  $21,000,000  for  the  coming  year;  and  yet 
gentlemen  coolly  say  that  we  have  no  need  of 
a  mint  where  this  vast  product  of  our  industry 
shall  be  put  in  a  commercial  and  available 
shape. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  are  to  be  deprived  of 
this  means  of  placing  the  leading  product  of 
our  industry  in  such  shape,  I  shall  regret  it 
very  much.  I  hope,  in  conclusion,  that  gen- 
tlemen will  consider  that  mining  is  our  leading 
industry.  We  have  no  commerce.  We  have 
but  little  agricultural  wealth.  Mining  for  the 
precious  metals  is  to  us  what  commerce,  manu- 
factures, and  agriculture  are  to  other  States. 
I  beg  that  yon  will  not  heedlessly  cripple  the 
almost  sole  industry  of  our  young  but  rapidly 
growing  Commonwealth. 


-  J 
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the  Gonmittee  on  Appropriations  of  the  last 
Congress  reported  against  this  proposition  for 
the  continuance  of  this  branch  mint  at  Carson 
City ;  and  it  was  only  after  a  very  animated 
discossion  and  by  a  verv  close  vote  that  it  was 
inserted  in  the  bill.  The  idea  of  the  comtnii- 
tee  was  to  make  it  an  assay  office,  as  we  were 
afterward  obliged  to  establish  an  assay  offic  e 
iu  Idaho,  and  as  in  a  year  or  two  we  will  be 
obliged  to  establish  one  iu  Montana.  It  was 
their  idea,  and  I  think  it  was  a  correct  one, 
that  an  axsay  office  brings  to  the  miner  all  the 
benefits,  if  not  more,  that  a  mint  brings  to  him, 
indeed,  that  a  mint  is  of  no  possible  benefit  to 
the  miner.  It  is  a  benefit  to  him  to  know  the 
▼aloe  of  his  silver  and  bis  gold  in  bars ;  and 
when  it  is  assayed  and  has  the  stamp  of  the 
assayer  apon  it,  it  is  worth  more  to  him  in  the 
market,  more  to  him  in  the  Bank  of  California, 
than  so  much  coin.  It  is  worth  more  than  one 
half  of  one  per  cent,  more  to  him  in  bars  from 
the  assay  office  than  it  is  in  coin.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  merchandise,  or  for  any  use  to  which 
he  ran  put  it,  it  is  worth  more  to  him  when 
assayed  merely  than  when  coined. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman's  state- 
ment is  somewhat  novel  to  me,  and  I  wish  he 
would  give  his  grounds  for  it. 

Mr.  Dawes.  I  win  tell  the  gentleman.  It 
is  because  the  Bank  of  Califoniia  will  to-day 
pav  more  for  bars  of  assayed  bullion  than  it 
will  for  coin.  The  bar  is  obliged  to  be  carried 
to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  and  the  man  who 
carries  it  there  is  obliged  to  pay  one  half  of 
one  per  cent  to  the  Government  in  order  to 
get  it  made  into  coin.  That  is  one  thing. 
Then  it  is  worth  more  to  him,  because  when 
he  ships  it  abroad  he  can  realize  more  for  it 
than  he  can  for  coin.  And  the  Coin  Current, 
which  I  have  at  home,  if  it  is  not  in  my  desk 
here,  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  the  bul- 
lion when  assayed  in  bars  is  worth  more  than 
so  much  coin. 

•;  Mr.  SAHGENT.  If  it  costs  something  to 
convert  a  bar  of  bullion  into  coin,  to  turn  the 
unmanufactured  product  into  a  manufactured 
article,  I  do  not  see  how  the  unmanufactured 
article  can  be  worth  more  than  the  manufac- 
tured. 

Mr.  DAWES.    The  coin  has  alloy  in  it 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Most  of  the  metal  pro- 
duced has  to  have  the  base  metal  separated 
from  it    It  is  not  so  pure  as  coin. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  it  is  assayed,  its  actual 
value  as  pure  gold  or  pure  silver  is  stamped 
upon  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  know  that ;  but  that  is 
not  the  condition  in  which  it  is  taken  from  the 
earth.     It  is  not  pure,  as  mined. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Certainly  not  Now,  I  say 
that  an  assay  office  yields  to  a  mining  commun- 
ity all  the  benefits  that  can  be  derived  from  a 
mint.  There  is  no  doubt  that  an  assay  office  at 
every  point  where  there  is  a  considerable  pro- 
duction of  precious  ores  is  of  great  benent  to 
the  people. 

But,  sir.  Congress  decided  to  continue  this 
mint  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  it  last 
summer.  It  has  produced  more  than  two  mil- 
lion dollars  of  coin.  It  is  conducted  on  the 
most  eoonomical  scale  possible  in  that  coun- 
try. Although  it  is  my  belief  that  there  should 
not  be  more  than  two  mints  in  this  country — 
one  at  Philadelphia  and  the  other  at  San  Fran- 
cisco— yet  Congress  has  decided  otherwise. 
A  new  mint  has  been  established  at  Carson 
City.  It  has  been  stocked  with  new  machine 
er^,  and  is  in  successful  operation.  It  is  car- 
rying on  its  work  pmdently  and  economically ; 
and!  am  satisfiea  that  the  better  policy  now 
is  to  let  it  continue,  raiher  t4ian  extinguish  it, 
as  is  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Farmsworth.]  Although  I  opposed  in 
the  outset  the  establishment  of  tiiis  mint,  and 
still  adhere  to  the  idea  that  with  th**  exception 
of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  i  here  should 
be  assay  offices  instead  of  mints-^that  these 
ttro  mints  should  be  the  only  ones  in  the  coun-" 
try — yet  as  we  have  established  this  mir.t  and 


have  kept  it  in  operation  two  years,  and  as  its 
business  is  being  conducted  economically,  I 
think  it  better  to  continue  it.  I  shall  therefore 
vote  for  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will 
be  recollected  that  two  years  ago  we  had  be- 
fore us  the  question  whether  or  not  we  should 
discontinue  the  operations  of  this  mint :  that 
after  a  good  deal  of  discussion  we  decided  they 
should  be  continued,  and  we  made  an  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose.  I  happened  to  be 
in  the  State  of  Nevada  during  the  following 
summer,  and  I  visited  this  mint  at  Carson 
City,  taking  interest  in  it  more  especially  be- 
cause of  the  discussion  we  had  had  here.  I 
found  that  a  very  excellent  building  had  been 
erected  by  the  Government,  and  erected  very 
economically ;  that  at  very  considerable  ex- 
pense it  had  been  supplied  with  the  most  im- 
proved machinery  known  to  modern  art,  for 
the  purpose  of  coining.  The  amount  of  coin- 
ing, as  well  as  the  amount  of  assaying  done 
there,  is  very  large.  Nevada,  as  is  well  known, 
is  simply  one  great  silver  mine,  producing  a 
v^ry  large  proportion  of  the  silver  produced 
in  the  world. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  has  been  to 
encourage  our  mining  interests  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  mints  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
mines.  The  mint  at  Charlotte,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  gold  mines  of  North  Carolina : 
the  mint  at  Dablonega,  in  the  neighborhood  ot 
the  gold  mines  of  Georgia,  when  those  mines 
were  severally  in.  operation,  are  illustrations  of 
this  policy.  To  take  away  from  the  miners  of 
Nevada  the  mint  which  we  have  placed  there, 
and  the  establishment  of  which  has  been  apart 
of  the  inducement  for  them  to  go  there  and 
develop  those  mines,  would  be,  it  seems  to  me, 
not  only  bad  policy  as  a  matter  of  legislation, 
but  also  an  ace  of  very  great  injustice.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unau- 
imous  consent  that  debate  be  closed  on  the 
pending  amendment. 

There  beine  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  withdraw  my  pro  forma 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  which  was  read,  as 
follows : 

Strike  out  the  followioff : 

For  one  watchman  to  takeoareoftbebranoh-mint 
bailding  at  Oarson  City, Nevada. $1,000;  and  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  branch  mint  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Territory  of  Nevada,"  approved 
March  3. 1863,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed, 


in  his  discretion,  to  transfer  said  building  to  ych 
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of  the  United  States. 


porposes  or  uses  as  may  be  required  by  ot 
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And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 
Branch  mint,  Cirson  Citv,  Nevada: 

For  salaries  of  saperintencfent,  assayer.  melter  and 
refiner,  ooiner.  and  four  clerks,  $17,900. 

For  wages  or  workmen  and  adjusters,  $54,000. 

For  Obemieals,  charcoal,  wood,  and  incidental 
expenses,  $17,600. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  there  being — 
ayes  ninety-nine,  noes  not  counted. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Assay  Office,  New  York: 
For  salary  of  superintendent.  $4,500;  for  salary  of 
assayer.  $4,500;  for  salary  or  melter  and  refiner, 
$3,000:  for  salary  of  assistant  assayer,  $2,000;  for  sal- 
ary of  deputy  treasurer,  $3,000;  for  compensation 
of  clerks.  $10,m 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move,  in  line 
six  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to  strike  out 
»*  $8,000"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof**  $4,500;" 
so  as  to  make  the  salary  of  the  deputy  treas- 
urer $4,600  instead  of  $8,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  move,  in  line  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,  after  the  word  *'  clerks" 
where  it  last  occurs,  to  insert  the  words  **at 
the  discretion  ef  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


ury 
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The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Assay  Office  at  Bois^  City.  Idaho : 
For  salaries  of  superinteuuent,  assayer,  melter* 
and  clerk.  $7,400. 


Mr.  MERRITT.  I  move  to^mend  on  pan 
29  by  striking  out  the  word  *^8nperintendenV^ 
in  line  seven  hundred  and  seven,  and  strikiitf 
out  ** $7,400,''  in  lines  seven  hundred  and 
seven  and  seven  hundred  and  eight,  and  in- 
serting **  $6,200,"  and  by  adding  to  the  end 
of  line  seven  hundred  and  eight  as  follows: 

The  office  of  superintendent  of  the  assay  office  at 
Bois6  City  is  her^y  abolished,  and  the  asnyer  of 
said  office  shall  perform  the  daties  of  snperint^- 
ent  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  the  office  of  ajsayer. 
The  salaries  of  the  officers  of  said  offlee  shall  be  u 
follows:  to  the  assayer,  the  sum  of  ^400;  to  the 
melter  and  refiner,  the  sam  of  $2»000:  to  ono  clnic, 
the  sum  of  $1,800. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  object  to  that  unendMent, 
and  make  the  point  of  order,  as  \t  chaaget 
existinsr  laws,  that  it  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  saatauu  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  In  order  to  permit  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina  to  prepare  aom« 
facta  in  reference  to  the  assay  office  at  Char- 
lotte, NoKh  Carolina,  I  more  that  the  coai- 
mittee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  commit' 
tee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker  kavinir 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Wheilkb  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Unioa 
generally*  and  particularly  the  bill  (H.  R.  Ko. 
1060)  making  appropriations  for  the  legisla* 
tive,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  Jane  80, 187$, 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  bad  oome  to  at 
resolution  thereon. 

MAIL  00MTRACT8. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  ftom  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with 
resolutions  of  the  House,  information  in  refer- 
ence to  mail  contracts ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

KAW 'INDIANS,  K.AN&A8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  naanimous  eon* 
sent,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asldnjr  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Kaw  Indians,  Kansas ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

APACHE  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  asking  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  $250,000  required  to  subsist  and  care 
for  the  Apache  Indians;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

L088  OF  aOYIRRMINT  FUNDS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimons  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Sec 
retary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  loss  of.  Gov- 
ernment funds  by  fire  at  Fort  Buford,  Dakota 
Territory,  in  January,  ISTCT;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Militaxy  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

8AXB  Of  ABM8,  KTO. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimons  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  relation  to  sale  of  arms  and 
ordnance  stores;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  te 
be  printed. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

I^eave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Storm 
for  one  week,  to  Mr.  Foster,  of  Ohio,  for 
three  days,  and  to  Mr*  Pi«att  for  one  week 
afler  to-morrow. 

DR.  J.  D.  HALE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MAYNARD,  leave  was 

f  ranted  for  the  withdrawal  from  the  files  of  the 
louse  of  papers  in  the  case  of  Dr.  J.  I).  Hale. 

B.  F.  PRB8SLET. 

II      Mr.  WALLACE,  by  unanimons  consent, 
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preseDted  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pressley,  for 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Gottimittee  of 
CLaimii  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OOVIRNMINT  FOB  TUB  INDIAN  TBRBITOBY. 

Mr.  SHANKS,  bj  unanimoos  oonsent,  pre* 
aented  the  protest  of  the  delates  of  the 
Creek)  Cherokee,  and  Choctaw  nations ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affiursi  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VBANCHUI  rOB  OOAOH  LINB. 

Mr.  DUELL.  I  ask  nnanimoas  consent  to 
introdnce  a  bill  for  reference* 

The  8PBAEBB.  Is  there  any  exigency  for 
tiie  introdnotion  of  the  bill  to-day? 

Mr.  DUfiLL.  There  is  to  some  extent.  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  in  mj  place  on  Monday, 
when  the  states  will  be  called,  having  obtained 
leave  of  absence. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1190)  granting  a  franchise  for  a  line 
of  coaches  From  the  national  Capitol  to  the 
national  cemetery  at  Arlington,  Virginia, 
was  introduced,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BBPOBT  OF  B.  W.  BATMOND. 

Mr.  BE  ATTY,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  the  following  resolution ;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Be§ol9^dt  (the  Sonate  eoncorring,)  That  thero  be 
printed  of  toe  report  of  R.  W.  Raymond,  on  the  sta- 
tUtiea  of  mines  and  mioinr,  with  aooompanying 

Sifraviagi*  three  tbooBaad  oop4ea  for  the  use  of  the , 
oiue.  one  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  one  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  BE  ATT  Y  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted  ;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BLBOTIONS  IN  WASHINaTON  AND  IDAHO. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  ask  unanimoos  oonsent  to 
pnton  ito  passage  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1080) 
regulating  elections  in  WashiuKton  and  Idaho 
Territories.  I  desire  to  state  there  is  a  pressing 
necessity  for  the  speedy  passage  of  this  bill. 

The  8PEAKBU.  The  Chair  will  be  pre- 
pared to  recognize  the  gentleman  to  ask  unani- 
mous consent  at  the  temriaation  of  the  morn- 
ing hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.KANDALL.  That  will  give  time  for 
an  examination  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  Then  I  withdraw  my  request 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  four 
9* clock  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


PBTITIONS,  BTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  ACKER:  The  remonstrance  of 
workers  in  iron  and  others,  citizens  of  Norris- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  a^nst  a  change  of  the 
existing  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishmg  duties 
upon  saoh  articles  as  are  successfully  produced 
in  this  country,  kc. 

By  Mr.  BR00K3,  of  New  York :  Two  peti- 
tions of  officers  of  savinj^s  banks,  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law  taxing  deposits  of  $500  and  upward 
one  twenty- fouvth  of  one  per  cent,  monthly, 
upon  the  ground  thiCl  it  is  a  tax  upon  working- 
men. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINTON :  The  memorial  of 
Saiiiuel  Wadington  and  89  others,  journeymen 
cigar-makers,  of  Fall  River^  Massachusetts, 
pAying  an  increase  of  duties  on  imported 
eigars. 

By  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  New  York :  The petf- 
tion  of  importers  and  dealers  in  susar,  in  &vor 
of  a  specific  and  uniform  rate  of  duty. 

Also,  the  petition  of  manufacturers  and 
dealers  in  tobacco,  in  favor  of  a  uniform  t^ 
of  sixteen  cents  per  pound. 


By  Mr.  DONNAN :  The  petition  of  distillers 
and  wholesale  liquor  dealers  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
for  a  change  of  the  law  relative  to  toe  tax  on 
distilled  spirits. 

By  Mr.  DUELL:  The  petition  of  R.  A. 
Francis,  of  New  York,  asking  damages  for  the 
violation  of  a  contract  by  the  quartermaster's 
department  for  five  hundred  thousand  yards 
of  kersey  cloth. 

By  Mr.  GRIFFITH:  Remonstrances  numer- 
ously signed  by  the  operatives  in  the  rollings 
mill  and  furnaces  of  James  Wood,  Son  &  Co., 
of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  against  a 
change  in  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  suc- 
cessfully produced  in  this  country. 

By  Mr.  HANCOCK :  The  petition  of  Thomas 
Kearny,  collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  praying  relief  from 
losses  of  public  money  forcibly  taken  from  him 
by  robbers. 

By  Mr.  HOAR:  The  petition  of  Mary 
Harty,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  J.  Miller,  for  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  KETCHAM:  The  netition  of  soldiers 
of  the  fourteenth  regiment  New  York  volun- 
teers, for  relief. 

Bv  Mr.  LYNCH :  The  petition  of  Sergeant 
J.  W.  Ambler,  asking  compensation  for  ser- 
vices in  drilling  troops  during  the  war. 

By  Mr.  M  ANSON :  The  memorial  of  James 
T.  Gardner,  Samuel  Milburn,  B.  J.  Armstrong, 
Henry  Barton,  and -60  others,  all  soldiers  in 
the  late  war  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  praying 
the  speedy  enactment  by  Congress  of  House 
bill  No.  452,  introduced  by  Mr.  Manson,  to 
grant  bounty  lands  to  solaiers  who  served  in 
the  said  war,  and  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  such  as  have  died. 

By  Mr.  McKEE :  The  petition  of  W.  E. 
Doney  ft  Co.,  and  180  others,  citizens  of 
Madison  county,  Mississippi,  asking  the  re- 
funding of  the  cotton  tax. 

By  Mr.  MERRI AM :  The  petition  of  J.  C. 
Lewis  and  numerous  others,  citizens  of  Lewis 
county,  New  York,  asking  an  amendment  to 
the  pension  act  of  Feb^ar^  14,  1871  j  so  as  to 
include  the  surviving  soldiers  and  widows  of 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  have  served 
less  than  sixty  days. 

By  Mr.  MORPHIS :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  branch  of  the  Federal  court  at 
Aberdeen,  Mississippi. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  praying  the  refunding  of  the  cot- 
ton tax  collected  in  1865  and  1867. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS:  The  petition  of  Gen- 
eral De  Witt  C.  Baxter,  late  colonel  of  the 
seventv- second  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  for  a 
special  act  allowing  him  arrears  of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Honser.  form- 
eriy  a  private  of  company  I,  ninetieth  regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  afterward 
first  sergeant  company  E,  two  hundred  and  thir- 
teenth regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  allowing  him  arrears  of 
pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  E.  Andenried, 
late  first  lieutenant  company  E,  second  Penn- 
sylvania cavalry,  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
granting  him  arrears  of  pension  from  Septem- 
ber 17,  1864,  to  May  13,  1870. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  William  Wheeler 
Hubbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  to  appropriate  the  money 
to  satisfy  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  verdict 
rendered  in  his  favor  under  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress,  approved  June  8,  1864,  for  the 
use  of  several  million  of  his  patent  fuses  for 
explosive  shells  by  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  transfer  of  his 
patents  to  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of 
said  Joint  resolution,  accompanied  by  the 
proora  of  record  and  statement  of  his  counsel. 

By  Mr.  PL  ATT:  The  petition  of  Joseph 
Dawson,  late  United  States  assistant  assessor 
in  Virginia,  praying  compensation  for  injuries 


received  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties. 

By  Mr.  PORTER:  The  memorial  of  the 
National  Tobacco  Association  of  the  Unitea 
States,  for  a  uniform  tax  of  sixteen  cents  on 
tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Baughman  Brothers  ft 
Co.,  and  ethers,  booksellers,  stationers,  and 
printers,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  praying  the 
repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  the  sale  of 
stamped  envelopes,  and  if  Congress  should 
not  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so,  then  praying, 
first,  that  the  Post  Office  Department  furnish 
envelopes  to  the  public  at  ten  per  cent,  above 
actual  cost  and  not  at  cost  as  at  present ;  this 
would  assist  in  making;  the  Department  self- 
sustaining,  as  well  as  in  some  degree  help  the 
trade;  second,  that  the  amendment  to  the 
Post  Office  appropriation  bill  passed  by  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session,  providing  *^  that  no 
envelope,  as  furnished  by  the  Government, 
shall  contain  any  lithographing  or  engraving, 
and  no  printing,  except  a  printed  request  to  re- 
turn the  letter  to  the  writer,''  be  made  into  a 
permanent  law,  as  it  expires  Julv  1,  1872; 
third,  should  Congress  not  prohibit  the  print- 
ing of  business  cards,  then  all  stamped  envel- 
opes printed  to  order,  with  the  name,  address, 
and  business  of  the  party  ordering  them, 
should  be  charged  one  dollar  per  thousand 
extra,  which  is  less  than  ordinarily  charged 
by  printers  and  stationers  ;  fourth,  that  all 
stamped  envelopes  with  business  cards  printed 
on  them,  and  sent  through  the  mails,  should  be 
charged  with  postage,  the  same  as  other  printed 
matter,  whicn  cost  of  transportation  is  esti- 
mated at  $1  44  per  thousand,  from  data  given 
in  the  Postmaster  General*s  report  for  1869, 
page  34. 

By  Mr.  RANDALL :  The  petition  of  John 
Carrigan,  late  second  lieutenant  battery  A, 
New  Jersey  light  artillery,  asking  additional 
pay  for  military  service. 

By  Mr.  SHANKS :  The  protest  of  the  del- 
egates of  the  Creek,  Choctaw,  and  Cherokee 
nations  against  the  proposed  establishment  of 
a  territorial  government  for  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, which  they  claim  would  be  a  violation 
of  treaty  stipulations. 

By  Mr.  STEVENSON :  The  petUion  of  P. 
J.  Jontti  and  216  others,  soldiers  of  the  late 
war  for  the  Union,  praying  the  equalisation  of 
bounties  and  the  right  to  acquire  homesteads 
without  the  previous  term  of  settlement  and 
cultivation. 

By  Mr.  STRONG :  The  memorial  of  Julia 
H.  Wilson,  praying  the  substitution  of  Wil- 
son's electrical  ns-lighter  for  the  one  now 
in  use  over  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  in  the  Rotunda  and  Dome  of 
the  Capitol. 

By  Mr.  UPS9N :  The  petition  of  J.  W. 
Hain  and  69  others,  citiaens  of  the  eighteenth 
consreasional  district  of  Ohio,  for  an  increase 
of  the  tariff  on  imported  cigars. 

Also,  the  petition  of  FV  Gordelia  and  6 
oUiers,  citiaens  of  the  eignteenih  congres- 
sional district  of  Ohio,  on  Uie  same  sabjeot. 

Also,  the  petition  of  journey  men  cigar-mak* 
ers  and  manufacturers  of  cigars  in  the  eight- 
eenth congressional  district  of  Ohio,  in  favor 
of  an  increase  of  the  tariff  on  imported  cigars. 

By  Mr.  WALDEN :  The  petition  of  John 
Roberts,  of  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  who  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  asking  a  pension. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thubsoat,  Jamtary  26,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Pabsoks,  of  the 
Lutheran  chapel,  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

B0U8I  BILL  BSf  BBRB]>« 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1016)  to  promote  the 
development  of  the  mining  resources  of  the 
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United  States,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  aod 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining, 

TUPOKTATION  OF  MAGHINKRT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr.  Kel- 
LOGO,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Goldthwaitb 
as  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1062)  to 
idmit  certain  tnachinery  imported  from  foreign 
countries  fttee  of  duty. 

KXKCUTIYK  OOMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submit- 
ing  a  proposition  for  the  reduction  of  the  limits 
of  the  military  reservation  at  Fort  Stanton, 
New  Mexico ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affiiirs. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

\  The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  supplementary 
civil  riflfhts  bill ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BO  REMAN  presented  a  petition  of  cit- 
izens of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  law  for  the  equalization  of  sol- 
diers' bounties;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  A  flairs. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  present  the  remonstrance 
of  Samuel  Hutchinson  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  others  employed  in  J.  &  J.  Dobson's 
iron-mills.  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  against  a  change  in  the  tariff 
laws  abating  duties  on  articles  successfully 
produced^ in  this  country,  and  praying  the 
repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  and 
such  other  articles  as  cannot  be  produced  in 
the  United  States,  Ac.  I  also  present  a  simi- 
lar remonstrance  from  workmen  in  chemical 
establiflbments,  iron-works,  mechanical  estab- 
lishments of  jiosiery,  and  carpets,  and  railroad 
equipmenta  m  Philadelphia,  and  several  estab- 
lishments of  the  same  character  in  Alleghany 
county,  one  from  Montgomery  county,  another 
from  Carbon  county,  and  another  from  North- 
ampton county,  all  in  Pennsylvania.  I  move 
the  reference  of  these  remonatraaces  to  the 
Committee  on  Fioance. 

The  motion •  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  have  the  hoaor  to  present 
concurrent  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  instmoting 
the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  from  that  state,  to  eamesfciy 
support  the  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil 
rights  bill,  so  called.  It  is  well  known  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  that  measure  when  properly 
presented,  and  do  not  need  the  instructions 
tor  that  purpose.  I  move  that  the  resolntions 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  presented  two  peUtions 
of  citiaens  of  western  Nebraska,  praying  the 
location  of  a  land  office  at  the  town  of  North 
Platte ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Land^ 

He  also  presented  a  petitimi  of  citizens  of 
Nebraska,  praying  that  aland  office  be  located 
at  Red  Cloud :  which  was  refemd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PubKc  Lands. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  presented  the  petition  of 
Philip  Chamberlain,  of  Milford,  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  to  oe  allowed  a  pension  for 
services  in  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  t>n  Pensions. 

Mr.  FR£LINGHUYS£;N.  I  present  the 
memorial  of  a  number  of  manufacturers  of 
cast  steel,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  or 
reduction  of  the  do^  on  east  st^ ;  and  in  pre- 
senting this  memorial  I  desire  to  say  one  word. 

The  manufacture  of  cast  steel  had  its  origin, 
and  it  was  never  safely  conducted  until  about 
1861.  Three  causes,  then,  brought  it  into  ex- 
istence: the  protecting  tanff,  the  premium  on 
^old.  and  the  war  demand.  Now  the  product 
in  this  conniry  amounts  to  many  millions, 
and  my  own  constituents  are  very  lai^ely  in- 
terested in  it.    The  English  sell  only  in  gold. 


The  reduction  in  the  premium  on  gold  has 
reduced  the  price  of  cast  steel  from  twenty- 
two  or  twenty-three  cents  a  pound,  to  from 
ten  to  ten  and  a  half  cents  a  pound.  The  cost 
price  h^  somewhat  reduced,  but  not  in  pro- 
portion at  all  to  the  selling  price.  Let  another 
step  be  made  in  that  direction,  and  the  cost 
price  and  the  selling  price  become  the  same, 
and  yet  gold  has  nine  per  cent  to  fall. 

Now,  to  reduce  the  tariff  atthis  time  ten  per 
cent,  on  that  article  will  just  induce  these  man- 
ufacturers who  have  been  expending  all  their 
profits  for  the  last  ten  years  in  extending  their 
business,  to  curtail  their  manufactories  and 
prepare  to  abandon  the  business }  and  let  this 
country  cease  to  manufacture  cast- steel  and 
the  consumer  is  cast  upon  the  English  manu- 
fscturer.  who  will  thus  have  a  monopoly  of 
the  market,  and  may  make  the  consumer  pay 
what  price  he  pleases,  while  if  this  industry — 
and  this  is  the  only  remark  I  have  to  make — 
is  fostered  in  this  country,  there  will  grow  up 
a  healthy  competition  b^ween  our  home  man- 
ufacturers, securing  a  reasonable  price  to  the 
consumer.  I  trust  that  the  tariff  in  this  regard 
will  not  be  reduced.  And  besides  that,  sir, 
by  fostering  this  industry  we  secure  to  the 
country  a  blessing  far  greater  than  any  polit- 
ical economy  can  estiipate  of  a  remunerative 
industry.  I  move  the  reference  of  th^  memQ- 
rial  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  petition  of  W. 
A.  Smith,  of  Johnson  oounty,  North  Carolina, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabili- 
ties ;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  oi  Political  Disabilities. 
y  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  a  petition  of  eol- 
^Wed  citizens  of  Boston,  asking  for  the  passage 
of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill.  It  seems 
that  even  m  Boston  they  feel  the  necessity  of 
that  act.  I  move  that  this  petition  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

.  Mr  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  col- 
ored citizens  of  Danville,  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  prajing  the  passage  of  the  sup- 
plementary civil  rights  bill ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of   John  C. 
lowers  and  fifty  others  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  passage  of  the  supple 
mentary  civil  rights  bill ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

^  He  also  presented  a  petition  of  W.  A.  Addi- 
son and  nfty  others  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  passage  of  the  supple- 
mentary civil  rights  bill ;  wnich  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  an  address 
and  resolutions,  in  the  nature  of  a  petition 
addressed  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  assembled,  adoptea  bv 
the  professors  and  students  of  Howard  Uni- 
versitv.  I  have  already  had  occasion  in  debate 
to  call  attentioh  to  this  remarkable  address. 
Now,  fbr  the  first  time,  I  receive  it  in  authen- 
tic form  as  a  petition  addressed  to  Congress. 
They  plead  most  earnestly  and  eloquently  for 
the  passage  of  the  pending  supplementary  civil 
rights  bill,  and  especially  for  its  association 
with  amnesty.  They  say  that  **  if  in  seeking 
to  accomplish  this,  amnesty  to  rebels  must 
fail,  then  let  it  fail,  as  it  deserves  to  fail.''  I 
move  that  this  paper  lie  on  the  table  with  the 
rest 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  petition 
from  students  of  the  Divinity  School  of  Har- 
vard University,  in  which  they  earnestly  pray 
Congress  to  dismiss  all  petitions  asking  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  amending  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  by  incorporating 
into  it  a  recognition  of  God  as  the  source  of 
all  authority  aod  power  in  civil  government, 
and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Ruler 
among  the  nations^  and  His  revealed  will  as 
of  supreme  anthonty.    They  say  in  conclu- 


sion, ''we  protest  agamstsoch  proposed  sBei4- 
ment  as  an  attempt  to  overthrow  (he  grett 
principles  of  complete  religious  libertj,  sid 
the  complete  separation  of  Church  and  State, 
on  which  the  Constitution  was  established  bj 
its  original  founders.'''  1  move  the  referenee 
of  this  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi- 
ciaiy. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  present  petitiooiagned 
hj  many  importers  mm  wholesale  deslen  in 
«ia«s  and  liqnora,  distillers,  and  rectifcgi, 
doing  business  in  the  aity  of  New  Yorl(,  Thew 
Statsmeut  is  that  the  present  law  impoaog 
taxes  on  distilled  spirits  and  tobseeo  ii  sbk*- 
senably  burdensome  and  oppressive,  si  itnb 
jeots  them  to  heavy  fines^na  penalties  forilii^ 
violation  or  neglect  of  many  of  its  aainforUBt 
provisions.  Therefore  they  ask  that  the  pm- 
ent  law  be  amended  mo  that  all  tasee  iaiioMd 
upon  them  be  aonsolidated  into  one  tsi,  as^ 
collected  at  the  distillery  bonded  vsrshooMi 
and  they  submit  in  support  of  thst  prayer 
numerous  and  ^>parenUy  weUeoB«den4 
arguments.  I  move  the  refereiiee  of  (hue 
petitions  to  the  Committee  on  Flnaoos. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  the  petitiooof 
Edward  Brigauski,  of  Louisiana,  prayiDg  the 
payment  of  arrears  of  pension,  and  siso  to  be 
restored  to  the  pension  roll,  from  which  he  bu 
been  dropped ;  whid^  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittoe  on  Pensions, 

He  also  presented  the  Memorial  of  the  Mn^ 
chants'  and  Manufacturers'  Board  of  Tnde, 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  setting  forth  (he 
advantages  of  that  point  for  the  establishneDt 
of  a  navy-yard  in  the  Mississippi  valley ;  vhicb 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Navtd  Affairt. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  nresent  the  petition  of 
James  M.  Dalzcll,  of  Ohio,  for  himaelf,  and 
for  one  hundred  and  fourteen  other  per^us, 
whose  names  be  signs,  as  he  says,  bv  their  ex 
press  aulhority,  praying  lor  a  modioostion  of 
the  pension  laws  so  that  soldiers,  and  widovi 
of  soldiers,  who  served  less  than  sizij  dsyi  in 
the  war  of  1812,  may  receive  a  pensioo,  asd 
also  praying  that  the  regulations  adopted  br 
the  Pension  Bopean,  by  whioh  great  dela?! 
ooenr  in  the  examination  of  penstos  cssw.  be 
changed  so  that  theae  petitioners  nny  hate 
prompt  and  epeedy  relief.  I  move  thst  thii 
petiUon  be  referred  to  the  Oommictso  on  Peo- 
sions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OSBORN.  I  present  the  petition  of 
the  oommon  council  of  the  eit/  of  refisacola, 
Florida,  asking  legislation  to  proteet  itev^- 
dores  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States 
as  against  Uiose  brought  from  fbreigs  eooi* 
tries  to  load  vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Penn- 
cola,  and  whep  the  vessel  which  hriogt  them 
is  loaded  it  conveys  the  laborers  svsjvith 
it  The  petition  is  signed  by  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  stovedores,  and  indorsed  as  s  petitioa 
bv  the  city  council.  I  move  its  refereoce  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOLDTHWAITE  pseseate^  a  ^titiop 
of  nsaoafafitnrera  of  tob^isiso,  in  favor  of  s  ooi* 
form  rate  of  tax  on  all  descriptions  of  bbaoQ 
factured  tobacco  entering  the  market  for  coo- 
sumption,  at  the  rato  of  sixteen  ceota  p«r 
pound ;.  which  iras  referred  to  the  Comoiittee 
on  finance.  . 

He  also  presented  the  petitioa  of  U*  ^ 
Jones,  president  of  the  board  of  •V??i*'!J 
overQowed-)and  agente  p^^kabaoia,  is  belali 
of  the  Stato  of  Alabama,  praying  ea  ^^1 
sion  of  the  Ume  within  which  the  State  of 
Alabama  may  be  allowed  to  make  the  sele^ 
tion  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  unaei 
the  act  of  September  2^,  I860:  which  wai 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  i^^ 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  the  peUt»o»  of 
Martha  Phelps,  of  Wayne  county,  *o^  P^ 
ing  an  increase  of  her  pension }  which  w»« 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Penaioas. 
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of  the  United  States  against  encroachment, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  Pierpont,  praying  the 
extention  of  letters-patent,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  furtner  consideration ;  which 
was  aflfreed  to 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Elizabeth  Cndy  Stanton,  Isabella 
Beecher  Hooker,  Elizabeth  S.  BUden,  Olympia 
Brown,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  and  Josephine  J. 
Griffing,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing for  the  enactment  of  a  law  during  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Con|;res8  to  assist  and  protect 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  ri^ht,  and  the 
right  of  all  women  to  participate  m  the  elect- 
ive franchise,  which  the  memorislists  claim 
they  are  entitled  to  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  various  other 
petitions  and  memorials  to  the  same  effect, 
and  various  protests  in  opposition  thereto,  sub- 
mitted a  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

OHICAQO  f IRB. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  At  the  request  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  who  sits  nearest  me,  [Mr. 
Chandlkr,]  ana  who  voted  with  the  minority 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  known  as  the  Chi- 
cago bill,  I  make  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bHl  (H.  R.  No.  555)  for 
the  relief  of  sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago  was 
passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  will 
be  entered.  ^ 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  529)  to  provide  for  a  circuit  and  district 
court  of  the  (Jnited  States  for  the  upper  pen- 
insula of  Michigan  ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and,  with  accompanying  papers  pre- 
sented by  him,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained^  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  580)  to  provide  for  th.  disposition  of  that 
portion  of  the  military  reservation  at  Fort 
Ripleyj  Minnesota,  which  lies  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  581)  to  provide  for  the 
holding  of  additional  terms  of  the  district  and 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  rc^a  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
582)  to  prohibit  the  deportation  of  natives  of| 
the  South  sea  islands  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  simply  to  sav  that 
within  a  very  brief  period  a  slave  trade  has 
sprung  up  with  these  islands  of  a  most  cruel 
character,  and  the  Anti- Slavery  Society  in  Eng- 
land and  the  society  for  the  protection  of  the 
natives  are  pressing  upon  the  British  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  further  legislation.  Our 
own  people  are  engaging  in  this  horrible 
traffic,  and  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  act  on 
the  subject.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
and  laid  on  the  table.  I  propose  to  call  it  up 
at  an  early  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BO  REMAN  asked,  and  by  ananimoos 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  584)  to  confirm  the  title  of  James  V. 
Bouffhner  to  certain  lands  therein  described ; 
whicn  was  read  twice  by  its  titU,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

3Ir.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 


consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  585)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior to  expend  the  balance  of  an  appropria- 
tion made  for  the  support  of  indnstrial  and 
other  schools  amou^;  Indian  tribes ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  586) 
to  confirm  sales  of  Shawnee  Indian  land  in 
Kansas,  under  the  direction  and  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HILL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  587) 
for  the  payment  of  Richard  M.  Green  for  the 
use  and  purchase  of  his  patent  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  that  the  papers  hereto- 
fore referred  with  another  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mr.  Green  to  the  Committee  on  Claims 
be  withdrawn,  and  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  together  with  this  bill.  I  move 
that  this  bill  with  those  papers  be  referred  to 
that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHICAQO  FIRK. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  understand  that  the  Sena* 
tor  from  South  Carolina  has  entered  a  motion, 
at  the  request  of  one  of  the  Senators  from 
Michigan,  to  reconsider  the  vote  that  passed 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chicago  yesterday 
evening.  I  desire  to  have  that  (j^uestion  de- 
cided now.  I  do  not  know  why  it  should  be 
reconsidered.  I  presume  the  motion  is  made 
merely  that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  may 

fet  an  opportunity  of  making  some  remarks, 
f  so,  I  pr«ifer  to  take  it  np  now  and  let  us  have 
it  decided,  and  not  trouble  the  Senate  any 
longer  with  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to 
reconsider  was  entered  on  the  Journal  during 
the  morning  hour,  but  by  the  twenty- fourth 
rule  the  rooming  business  must  be  disposed 
of,  except  by  unanimous  consent  other  business 
is  allowed  to  interpose.  The  call  still  rests  at 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions, 
and  therefore  the  motion  to  reconsider  cannot 
be  considered  at  the  present  time  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ^ve  notice  that  I  will  call 
up  this  question  agsm  as  soon  as  the  morning 
business  is  through,  and  ask  the  Senate  to  vote 
on  it. 

SWAMP  LANDS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  desire  to  introduce  a  bill, 
and  before  sending  it  to  the  desk  I  wish  to 
make  a  statement,  and  on  the  statement  I  shall 
now  make  I  should  like  to  have  action  on  the 
bill  at  this  time.  It  is  a  bill  for  Uie  relief  of 
Lucas,  O'Brien,  Dickinson,  and  other  coun- 
ties in  the  State  of  Iowa.  It  relates  to  the 
swamp  lands  in  those  counties.  By  a  decision 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
some  years  since,  it  was  determined  that  reports 
to  the  surveyor  general  of  lands  selected  in  the 
counties  should  show  that  the  land  was  of  a  par- 
ticular character,  and,  based  upon  that  decis- 
ion, the  surveyor  general  of  the  General  Land 
•Office  excluded  or  refused  to  receive  or  file  the 
lands  that  were  returned  from  these  counties. 
Subsequently  this  decision  was  reconsidered 
and  overruled,  biit  at  too  late  a  day,  under  the 

g revisions  of  the  law  and  the  instructions,  to 
ave  those  lands  treated  as  swamp  lands.  A  bill 
was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this  error, 
and  to  allow  tnese  lands  to  be  treated  and  rec- 
ofi;nized  as  swamp  lands.  The  bill  passed  the 
House,  but  failed  in  the  Senate  for  want  of  time. 
Subsequently  the  same  bill  was  introduced  into 
the  Senate,  and  failed  in  the  House  for  want  of 
time.  I  now  introduce  the  same  bill  that  has 
passed  both  Houses,  and  ask  for  its  present 
consideration.    It  is  local  in  its  character,  and 


I  say  to  the  Senate  that  it  is  the  same  bill  with 
just  these  words  added,  *^  without  prcjadice  t3 
the  legal  rights  of  bonajide  settlers."  This  I 
understand  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  laterior,  for  the  reason 
that  he  seems  disinclined  to  accept  and  pet 
them  on  the  list  unless  the  rights  of  settlers  who 
may  have  gone  npon  the  lands  are  proteced. 

There  being  no  obiection,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  583)  for  the  relief 
of  Lucas,  O'Brien,  Dickinson,  and  other  conn- 
ties  in  the  State  of  Iowa ;  which  was  read  the 
first  time.  It  requires  the  CommiaaioDer  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  receive  mnd  exam- 
ine the  selections  of  swamp  lands  io  Laeas, 
O'Brien,  Dickinson,  and  such  other  coanties 
in  the  State  of  Iowa  as  formerly  presented 
their  selections  to  the  surveyor  geaenl  of  the 
district  including  that  State,  and  to  allow  or 
disallow  said  selections  and  iodemoity  pro- 
vided for  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  in 
force  touching  the  same  at  the  time  such  selec- 
tions were  made,  without  prejndice  to  the  legal 
rights  of  5oiia  fid4  settlers. 

If  r.  POMEROY.  Has  that  biU  been  re- 
ported? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.     It  is  just  introdnced . 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  is  the  same  bill  that 
was  reported  at  the  last  Congress  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  recollect  something 
about  it,  though  I  had  forgotten  whether  we 
had  reported  it  or  not. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  that  bill  ought  to 
go  to  a  committee.  It  provides  for  iodemni^ 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time  bj  ita 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PabUe 
Lands. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  that  the  biU  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHICAGO  FIRM. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  that  the  Seoale  pro- 
ceed te  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
862,  declaratory  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
reduce  internal  taxes  and  for  other  pnrpoaes," 
approved  July  14,  1870,  which  has  alniftdj 
been  partially  considered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Looah]  gave  notice  of  his  desire 
to  act  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  Chieago 
bill,  but  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl?ania  bee» 
claimed  the  floor,  there  being  no  further 
morning  business,  and  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  another  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ask  that  the  qneetion 
raised  by  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  takea 
np  now  and  decided  by  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senetor 
from  Pennsylvania  yield,  or  insist  on  his  right 
to  the  floor  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  This  is  a  qnestion  in  which 
very  many  persons  are  largely  interested,  and 
one  that  ought  to  be  disposed  of.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  take  long  to  dispose  of  it,  bat  I 
do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  Uie  Seoalor  from 
Illinois,  if  the  Senator  who  made  U&e  motioe 
to  reconsider  does  not  object 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  prefo  sot  to  have 
that  taken  up  now.  • 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  will,  then,  ask  that  this  biH 
be  taken  np. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  insists  on  his  right  to  the 
floor,  and  moves  that  Uie  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  862.  The 
question  is  on  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to ;  there  being 
on  a  division — ayes  17,  noes  26. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Now  1  ask  that  the  Senate 
take  up  the  motion  made  bv  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  House  bill  No.  555,  for  the  relief 
of  sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  Senator, 
from  Illinois  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  mdUoo  made  thia 


5m 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBtt 


Jannary  25, 


Mr.  BOBBBTSON.  As  the  reeoDsideratton 
of  this  bill  seeiDs  te  bring  about  discoBsion,  I 
most  call  for  the  regalar  order. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  saj  iDst  a  word  farther  7  I  have  risen  be- 
canse,  like  tbe  Senator  from  Michigan,  I  have 
received  a  large  number  of  letters  fromjpersons, 
some  of  whom  have  themselves  suffered  by 
the  fire,  and  others  of  whom  were.lar^e  ooa- 
tributors,  asking  me  to  present  their  views  to 
the  Senatei  mnd  I  was  about  to  do  so ;  but  of 
course  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
the  right  to  interpose. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  am  willing  now  to  have 
the  vote  taken.  I  do  not  wish  to  reply  to  any* 
thing  that  has  been  said.  The  matter  was 
fully  diseussed  yesterday,  and  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  understood. 

Mr.  ROBEBTSON.  I  am  willing  to  let  the 
vote  be  taken. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  yielded  because  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  intimated  that  he  was 
about  to  call  for  the  regular  order.  I  have 
sent  to  my  committee-room  for  one  letter  for 
the  purpose  of  readine  it.  I  shall  not  deem 
that  I  have  done  my  duty  to  the  constituents 
who  have  requested  me  to  present  their  views 
unless  I  do  so. 

Mr.  BOBERTSON.  I  dislike  to  demand 
the  regular  order  in  the  &ce  of  the  remarks 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  about  to 
make.  I  shall  let  him  get  through,  and  then, 
if  there  is  to  be  further  discussion,  I  shall  be 
forced  to  call  for  the  regalar  order. 

The  PRESIDING  Ol^FICEB.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Penusylvania  will  proceed. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Mr.  President,  this  con%- 
spondent  states : 

**  WHb  these  remarks  I  want  to  protest  asahist  the 
spcoiiU  legislation  that  is  aske4  for  in  favor  of  oer- 
tain  parties  woo  wish  to  import  bailding  material 
and  other  articles  free  of  duty.  Such  special  legis- 
lation, it  teems  to  me,  is  deffrading  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  if  it  is  followed  tip  wili  lead 
to  8aeh  a  host  of  demands  of  like  character  as  will 
make  it  necessary  to  sit  in  eontinaed  session  to  pass 
billafor  private  benefit. 

*'  Intheooseof  Obioago,  the  importation  of  baild<r 
ing  material  free  would  not  benefit  a  single  work- 
iDfman  of  the  United  States,  bat  would  result  in  less- 
eniQg  the  oost  by  a  few  dollars  on  each  bailding  pat 
up  by  the  large  capitalists,  who  have  abundant  means 
and  would  not  miss  the  amount  reauired  to  pay  the 
dnty. 

**  The  firm  Irepreeentloet  a  large  amount  by  the 
Chicago  fire  and  ask  do  relief,  and  therefore  I  feel 
free  to  express  my  opinion  on  this  safatjeot,  and  think 
that  if  these  parties  are  objects  of  charity,  and  the 
Ooveromeat  feels  able  to  give  it,  it  should  be  in  the 
shape  of  a  direet  donation  given  te  the  party  who 
shows  that  he  is  needy  and  is  a  worthy  subject." 

This  brings  up  the  view  which  was  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Cabpbh- 
tbb]  yesterday  evening,  that  the  benefits  of 
the  bill  will  really  go,  not  to  the  use  of  actual 
sufferers,  but  to  the  use  of  many  who  have  not 
suffered  at  all ;  for  in  Chicago,  and  even  in 
the  rural  districts,  (which,  if  they  had  been 
included,  would  have  led  to  the  same  resull,) 
the  presept  sufferers  unable  to  build  will  sell, 
and  the  person  who  goes  in  and  buys  on  specu- 
lation will  ^et  the  benefit. 

In  addition  to  that,  Mr.  President,  I  feel 
bound  to  repeatt  that,  upon  reflection,  I  con- 
sider the  bill  as  a  direct  infringement  of  the 
constitutional  provision  requiring  duties  to  be 
uniform.  If  this  bill  is  consistent  with  the 
Constitution,  then  a  bill  roav  be  passed  pro- 
viding that  all  imports  which  are  to  go  into  li 
whole  congressional  district  shall  be  free  of 
duty;  you  may  exempt  a  congressional  dis- 
trict from  the  payment  of  duty  upon  all  articles 
that  are  imported^  and  leave  the  rest  of  the 
United  States  subject  to  those  duties.  I  can 
see  no  distinction.  Yuu  may  go  further,  and 
you  may  say  that  all  articles  imported  and 
consigned  to  a  particular  firm  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  or  to  a  particular  firm  in  Milwaukee 
or  Chicago,  shall  he  free  of  duty.  Jt  is  sub- 
stantially a  violation  of  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution;  and  although  I  think  that  we 
ought  to  do  what  is  necessary  for  the  relief  of 
Chicaffo,  and  although  I  sat  in  committee  aud 
agreed  to  report  the  bill  almost  over  my  cpn- 


seience,  (for  the  question  was  not  presented 
there  as  a  bad  precedenti  but  simply  that  the 
bill  should  come  in,)  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
now,  as  my  attention  is  called  to  it  bv  oonstit* 
uents  who  have  contributed  as  largely  as  any 
other  in  the  United  States,  to  keep  silent  when 
it  is  a  precedent  that  will  come  back  to  plagoe 
us  when  our  fellow-citizeos  suffer  elsewhere. 

As  has  been  said,  where  is  it  to  stop  ?  If 
misfortune  is  to  be  relieved  we  ought  to 
relieve  it— by  fire  and  by  flood,  aad  by  earth* 
quake  and  by  robbei^,  and  by  all  the  calami- 
ties that  men  are  subject  to ;  there  is  no  limit 
to  it.  One  class  of  my  oonstifenents,  the  glass 
manufacturers,  have  sent  in  a  remonstrance. 
They  are  composed  of  as  laiige-hearted,  lib-. 
eral,  benevolent  men  as  live  in  the  Union. 
They  contributed  as  largely  as  any  other  set 
of  men  to  the  relief  of  Chicago  ;  and  yet  they 
feel,  like  the  constituents  of  the  Senator  from 
Mi^^n,  that  if  this  bill  is  passed  in  addition 
to  their  voluntary  oontribntionst  the  Qovera- 
ment  takes  another  from  them. 

Therefore  I  shall  vote  to  reconsider,  for  the 
purpose  of  recommitting  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee, so  that  proper  legislation  may  be  had 
for  the  relief  of  Chicago.  I  will  not  say  a  word 
i^g^nst  opening  up,  as  widely  as  the  Constitu- 
tion will  permit  us  to  do  it,  the  channels  of 
benevolence,  and  giving  relief  to  Chicago ;  but 
I  do  not  wish,  in  giving  that  relief,  in  being 
benevolent,  to  stah  others  who  are  suffering 
from  a  like  calamity,  and  more  than  all,  to  vio- 
late what  I  think  is  a  constitutional  provision 
broken  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  want  to  say  but  one  word, 
and  I  will  only  take  a  moment.  I  stated  yes- 
terday that  the  object  of  this  bill  was  not  to  de- 
prive anybody  of  his  rights  or  profits,  or  to  do 
injustice  to  anyone.  The  proposition  was  fairly 
stated,  that  the  bill  would  have  the  effect  to 
break  rings  that  imposed  on  our  people  high 
prices  for  every  kind  of  building  material. 

Now  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, of  whom  I  have  as  high  an  estimate 
as  I  have  of  any  man,  that  his  proposition  is 
nut  practical  at  aU.  His  idea  is  to  donate 
money  to  Chicago.  That  our  people  do  not 
ask.  It  would  have  to  be  donated  .to  all  the 
citizens  alike,  for  all  were  sufferers.  We 
cannot  ask  any  such  thing,  nor  would  #e  ask 
any  snch  thing.  The  only  thing  we  ask  of  you 
in  the  wav  of  relief  is  to  let  us  have  a  draw* 
back  of  the  amount  of  duty  on  the  building 
material  that  may  be  imported  when  it  shall 
be  put  in  buildings  in  the  burnt  district.  Why? 
To  encourage  men  to  build,  and  to  put  them 
in  a  position  where  they  can  say  to  those  who 
have  building  materials  to  sell,  '*  We  will  buy 
material  elsewhere  if  you  do  not  sell  it  to  os 
at  a  reasonable  price." 

Let  me  remind  gentlemen  that  brick  was 
selling  at  perhaps  seven  or  eight  dollars  a 
thousand  when  the  fire  occurred,  but  in  a  few 
days  aflerward  it  was  selling  at  fourteen  dol* 
lars  a  thousand,  rendering  it  almost  impossible 
for  men,  unless  they  h^d  an  immense  amount 
of  means,  to  put  up  a  building  for  any  reason- 
able price.  1  ask  if  that  is  not  a  good  reason 
why  something  should  be  done  to  encourage 
these  men  to  build,  and  prevent  this  imposi- 
tion on  them?  It  will  not  affbct  Michigan,  as 
my  friend  from  Michigan  supposes,  because, 
if  they  are  going  to  have  suck  an  excessive 
amount  of  lumber  the  next  year  in  Michigan, 
the  price  must  be  cheap,  ana  nobody  will  im- 
port lumber.  How,  then,  can  they  be  affect- 
ed ?  No,  sir,  this  is  a  clamor  a^nat  this  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  defeating  it,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  every  man  who  has  made  a 
speech  against  this  bill  is  oa  the  same  side  of 
politics  Uiat  I  am.  Men  are  refusing  my  con- 
stituents the  same  generosity  that  nas  been 
given  to  others.  I  know  this  is  not  for  any 
personal  reason,  because  of  any  opposition  to 
these  constituents  of  ours :  but  it  does  seem  to 
me  strange  that  our  own  friends  are  the  only 
men  who  send  javelins  against  the  interests  of 
our  people.  There  is  something  in  it,  it  seems 


to  me,  besides  the  mere  faet  that  gentlean 
think  it  is  injustioe  on  the  part  of  some  am. 

M^  friend  from  Miohigan  said  yeiterd^ 
evening  tlmt  Michigan  would  not  ask  aaylidBg, 
that  Michigan  would  not  have  anytbing',  ht 
even  almost  said,  taantingly,  to  the  Senate  tbt 
she  did  not  want  anythin^^.  fie  voted  againk 
the  bill,  although  professing  to  be  for  it 

Mr.  CfiAN  DLBE.  I  did  not  proftsi  to  bt 
for  it 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  eoold  not  yesterdav  find 
anybody  here  who  was  against  the  bill,  tloo^ 
some  were  in  favor  of  amendnseots,  aotil  tbi 
vote  was  taken,  and  then  I  found  my  fnod 
from  Michigan  voting  against  it 

This  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I  appeal  to  the 
Senate  not  to  reconsider  its  vote.  There  irt 
many  reasons  which  I  conld  give,  beyood  tbe 
&Gt  of  the  bill  being  jost  and  proper  aod  riglo, 
why  it  should  not  he  done,  i  do  not  want  to 
detain  the  Senate  and  hope  the  vote  will  b» 
taken,  as  I  said  to  my  friend  from  Soeth  Ctr 
olina  that  I  would  mrt  detain  the  tiaie  of  tht 
Senate  by  remarks. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Senator  fiom  IIK* 
nois  just  reenming  his  seat,  on  a  foriacr  ooea> 
sion 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  feel  eonstransd  to 
demand  the  regular  order.  I  cannot  jieU 
further. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Sowth  Carolina  demands  the  regolar 
order. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  desire  to  hsfo  it 
understood  that  I  have  tlM  floor  on  thii  mo- 
tion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bUl(B. 
R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of  legal  and  polit- 
ioal  disabilities  impcMsed  by  the  third  eeetios 
of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendmeotB  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  befoie 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  move  to  lay  aside  the  rer 
ular  order  temporarily  until  this  vote  be 
taken.  Of  course  I  have  no  right  to  stteiopt 
ta  control,  nor  will  I,  any  person  on  tbe  floot 
If  this  matter  is  going  to  be  discussed  all  day, 
as  a  matter  of  course  I  cannot  ask  the  Seoator 
from  South  Carolina  to  yield.  I  do  not  kcov 
how  long  my  friend  from  Wiscoasin  desires  to 
talk  to  the  Senate ;  I  suppose  a  veiy  short  time, 
though  he  may  desire  some  considecsble  tine. 
I  hope  we  shall  have  a  vote  at  least  while  ve 
are  on  the  question. 

The  PR^IDING  OFFICEa  Tbe  Seoap 
tor  from  Illinois  asks  general  consent  to  Is/ 
aside  the  regular  order  informally. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  object 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  metoon 
which  the  Senator  from  Illinois  now  propoeet 
is  the  motion  before  the  Senate,  to  poe^wie 
the  further  consideration  of  Hoise  bill  No. 
880,  and  that  motion  is  debatable.  Tbeye» 
tion  is  on  tbe  motion  of  the  Senator  tnm 
South  Carolina,  to  postpona  the  fsrtber  con- 
sideration of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  appeal  to  the  Seosktf 
from  Illinois  not  to  suhmit  that  motioo. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Which  motion? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    To  postpone  the  tegiltf 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Senator  from  Sostt 
Carolina  proposes  submitting  a  motton  to 
postpone  this  order.  *     . 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  No,  this  biU  is  bo^."P,2 
unanimous  oonseat,  snbjeet  to  a  eall  tor  tM 
regular  order,  and  ihe  Senator  must  ^^^^^ 
that  ray  coll^ue  gave  way  all  day  yeiterdsy 
to  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    I  know  that.  .  ,  . , 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  He  gave  notioe  that  he 
wished  to  address  the  ^nate.  TbeSessMr 
from  Illinois  knows  that  I  am  fncedly  fp  i^a 
bill.  I  say  to  him  that  I  think  bis  noUon  » 
an  ill-advised  one»  and  I  make  the  iMS^^ 
as  a  friend  of  the  bill  and  a  friend  of  tht  Sea- 
Btor.     I  hope  he  will  withdraw  his  "lotioa. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Very  well.  I  wHlfay.^*''^* 
I  Senator  that  theco  aeeoM  to  boadispositioo^ 
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tb«  part  of  tbe  opponvnU  of  tkis  Ih)!  la  B«v«r 
tab  it  comstoktraMManytdnw.  DelayMema 
to  be  the  order  «U  the  time  in  rebreoce  to 
iiewlj  BTcrjthin^.  I  nuf  be  ill-adTiMtl.  I 
Mm  dodet  obligktioDi,  of  eoarae,  to  my  friend 
from  UwDe  for  the  lag^ieition,  b«<^aBe  I  have 
sra«t  reipact  for  hii  opintencM  to  pwliwneot- 
KryKCtian;  bat  I  have  •  conMitueucj  behind 


oiher  Sesalor*  bave,  who  Mk 
uf  me  to  hkTo  thi*  bill  pesaed  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  for  other  reasons,  wkieb  irill 
tiAtnraUy  surest  UMmielTea  to  tbe  mind  of 
4b*B«Dator.  It  irilt  soon  be  bdldinp  time,  and 
tbe;  want  ui  opportaoity  of  comniencing  at 
ooM.  loiDBtMfcdntlbanntioabeputtothe 
S«wt«.  If  lb*  Senate  ia  aol  wiWng  to  rate 
on  tbe  bill  Bov,  of  Mnne  it  will  be  paatponed. 

Tbe  PKBSIDINQ  OFFICER.  Tbemotira 
of  tbe  Seeator  from  IlUntHS  is  tbe  same  as  the 
motion  alrecdj'  pending  of  tb»  Senator  from 
Sootb  CaraltBB. 

Mi.  LOOAN.    Vei7  well. 

Tbe  PRUSlDINa  OFFICER.  The  Seoar 
tor  from  JlliDoii  may  aeconplish  hii  object  by 
woTing  to  lay  the  bill  on  tba  (able ;  bat  tbe 
motion,  as  dmt  pressatad,  is  debatable,  aad 
opens  the  whole  meriis  of  tbe  cate. 

Ur.  SHERUAN.  I  suppose  iba  demiud  of 
Ibe  Senator  from  Sootfa  Carolina  oalli  before 
the  Senate  the  amneatr  bill. 

Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  before 
tbo  Seaate,  aod  tbe  qneation  is  oo  tbe  motioo 
to  poebioaeit. 

Hr.  8HERMAN.  Upon  that  bill  tbe  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  [Hr.  Hobbill]  baa  ibaBoor, 
ftDd  it  seemi  to  me  the  shortest  way  ia  for  that 
SuiBtor  to  resome  the  Boor  and  go  oa. 

Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Usine  is  antitied  to  tbe  Boor  on  the 
■mneMybiU. 

IfBBAOl  VROH  TBI  HODBI. 

A  message  from  tbe  HotiBe  of  Repressota- 
tiTe»,  by  Hr,  HcPhersom,  iu  Clerk,  announced 
tbnt  Ibe  House  had  passed  ihe  bill  (S.  No.  624) 
to  correct  a  clerical  error  committed  in  tbe 
enrollment  of  an  act  approved  March  7,  1S70, 
entitled  "An  act  to  relieve  certain  persons 
therein  named  from  the  legal  and  political 
dirabilities  imposed  by  tbe  fourteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  CooBtilution  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  otber  purposes." 

The  message  also  announced  that  tbe  House 
bad  passed  a  concorrent  resolution  for  ibe 
printing  of  the  report  of  R.  W.  Raymond  on 
the  statistics  of  mines  and  mining,  with  ac- 
companying engraTings,  in  which  it  reqoested 
toe  concnrrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

HIMINO  RBPOKT. 

TbaTICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  tbe  8«i- 
ate  the  folio  wing  coDCarrenlreaolBtion  from  tbe 
Hense  of  Rapresentaiirea  (  which  waa  referred 
to  Ibe  Committee  on  Printingi 

R»talfd,  (Ike  Baaate  oonoatrloK)  n*t  Ibars  ba 
prlnl«d.  af^  thf  nportof  a.  W.  ^4ia«nd  on  th« 

•ofraTian,  Uitm  thoasand  caike)  (iit  theoaaorthe 
fiMua.  ona  thoBsand  oepiaa  fat  the  asa  af  ths  Sao- 
ate,  and  on*  thouMnd  oopjas  Ii>r  (be  as*  of  tha 
Traaaorr  Dapanmcnt, 

POLITICAL  nismiLiTia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  Iba 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  S80)  for  tbe  removal  of  leyal 
and  political  di.'abilities  imposed  by  tbe  third 
section  of  ihe  Cbarteealb  article  of  Bmendmeals 
to  the  ConstitaCion  of  the  United  States,  tbe 
pendiDg  qaestion  being  on  ibo  motion  of  Mr. 
RoBHtTSOK,  to  postpone  the  bill  and  proceed 
tothaconstderaiionofibebill  (U.  R.  No.  1060) 
for  the  removal  of  Irgal  and  political  disabili- 
tici  imposed  by  the'tbinl  section  of  the  fonr- 
leeotb  article  of  amendments  to  tbe  C'onstita- 
lion  of  tb*-  United  States. 

Mr.  HILL.  With  tha  leave  of  tbe  Senator 
fcam  Haioe,  I  wish  to  uj  that  I  feel  a  very 
greatly  incroased  interest  in  the  amnesty  bili, 
an  ioierest  in  tbe  passage  of  some  amnesty 
bill  that  will  include  in  its  provisions,  whether 
ibey  be  very  extended  or  not,  a  large  oumbei 
of  ibe  most  intolligent  legal  gemlauen  in  my 


own  State.     Tbe  snfireme  ooiut  of  Qeoigia  is 

'^Hr.  MORRILL,  of  liaina.     D«ea  the  Sen- 
ator rise  to  a  speech? 

Mr.  HILL.  No ;  I  shall  be  very  brief.  I 
will  not  infliot  on  yon  a  speeeb.  Yon  will  see 
the  point  directly.  Tbe  supreme  oourt  of 
Oeo^ia  is  composed  of  three  joKioei  when 
tbe  bench  is  foil.  It  has  met  for  a  springset- 
■ion  witb  aboot  three  handred  aasea  before  it, 
a  great  many  of  them  involving  life,  olber* 
liberty,  aod  otfasrs  again  large  amonnts  of 
property,  and  the  bench  at  preaeot  baa  bat 


a  dieagreement  between  Ibesa  two  joslioee 
defeats  any  case  tlutt  has  been  appealed  from 
a  superior  court  to  (hat  tri banal.  Tbe  Oov- 
enior  of  die  State  is  awaitiug  tbe  action  of 
this  body,  in  the  hope  that  some  meaasre  wiU 
be  MJopied,aad  that  at  a  very  early  day,  wfaich 
will  enable  him  to  make  a  discreet  selection 
from  amooK  iba  ablest  bars  of  the  Staw  to 
supply  (be  deficieooy  apoo  thai  keBcb.  It  is 
very  nabinl  aod  appropriate  ibat  I  sboold, 
represeatiog  the  Slaia,  feel  a  deep  interest  i» 
this  subjacL  1  should  feel  boutid  to  appeal 
to  tbeSaaalo,if  wehadmoch  mors  delay  here, 
to  allow  me  lo  bring  in  a  bill  with  the  names 
ofnfewof  Ihe  most  noted  lawyers  in  the  State 
in  order  that  they  might  ba  relieved  on  accoant 
of  the  evil  that  is  now  pressing  apon  that 
Suta. 

I  will  not  fiirther  inteifera  with  tbe  right  of 
the  Senator  from  Uaine  to  tha  Boor.  1  Ibaak 
him  for  his  courtesy  in  allowing  me  to  say  so 

Mr.'  MORRILL,  of  Maine,  addressed  tbe 
Seoato  in  remains  which  will  be  pBblisbed  ia 
the  Appeodix. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  Mr.  PIes>de^^  it  is 
with  great  diffidence  that  I  anderkka  brieAy 
to  diacats  this  sabjecW  I  have  listened  to  thu 
debate  attentively  for,  lo  I  these  many  days, 
and  I  have  not  tbe  vanity  to  supoose  thsl  I  can 
impart  any  information  ibaC  would  tond  togiva 
greater  light  than  has  already  been  given  to 
tbe  SeuaU  apon  the  great  questions  before  iL 

1  am  to  some  extent  situated,  as  a  distin- 
gnished  Senator  remarked  very  beautifully  tbe 
■'       '  ......       ^jj  jj,  likewise— 


olber  day — would  that  I  c 
as  to   hiB  conviclions  and 


present  sabjeet,    I  have   re^ly  bean  balling 
between  twoopinions.  Why?  Candorreqi' 
ibat  I  should  properly  explain  myself.     I 


tbe  Sonth,  raised  in  it,  never  lived  else- 
where, nor  do  I  expect  to  do  so.  1  love  tbe 
snnay  Sonth,  my  native  conotry ;  and  the 
great  dfficulty  presenting  itself  to  my  mind 
on  this  occasion  is  that  what  I  shall  sa^  as  a 
whole  will  not  be  well  received  by  the  Sooth. 
I  am  aware  of  (hat,  and  I  most  eainestl;  re- 
gret that  it  is  tbe  case ;  but,  ar,  "  titcta  are 
stubborn  things." 

1  see  upon  this  occasion,  aad  I  am  alwaja 
gratlGed  to  see  it,  a  liberal  spirit  prerailing  In 
Ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Xbey  are 
disposed  most  liberally  to  extend  to  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  South  Ibat  which  most  of  them  do 
ntn  claim — in  Ihe  spirit,  ondentand  me,  that 
I  would  wish  (hem  to  desire  or  ask  it.  Tbqy 
are  beiag  re^ondsd  to,  to  say  tbe  least  of  it, 
very  liberally  ladeed.  Many  of  tbem  have  not 
asked  lo  be  relieved  from  their  political  diui- 
bilities.  To  some  extent,  upon  ibia  occasion, 
I  shall  depart  from  tbe  princtple  apon  which 
I  have  heretofon  acta<] — fVom  my  previous 
course  in  life.  I  recognize  Ibe  great  principle 
laid  down  ia  the  good  Book:  the  nalsona  of 
the  world  have  sinned;  and  therefore  there  is 
nothing  very  glaring  or  surprising  to  us  in  the 
fiiet  that  tbe  sons,  of  tbe  South  have  sinned ; 
bat  the  great  doctrine  is,  "  Come  onto  me  all 
ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  Bud  I  will 
give  you  rest"  Thecw  nerer  has  been  aday, 
first  and  last,  tfaat  I  would  net  have  voted  lo 
relieve  almost  aoy  individkial  within  the  con. 
federate  States  who  would  just  send  hia  peti- 
tion to  me  and  ask  to  be  relieved. 

I   have  presented,  perhapS)  as  many  peti- 


tions (or  iwlief  as  any  other  Senator  oeenpying 
a  seat  here,  during  the  time  that  I  have  been 
on  this  Boor.  I  have  presented  them  in  good 
faith.  I  have  presenlad  them,  in  many  in- 
stances, when  I  knew  the  parties  pern^nally, 
and  knew  them  to  be  hard  cases;  but  I  was 
disposed  to  be  cbarilable  toward  tbem.  They 
came  up,  as  I  undnraiand  it,  in  accordanca 
with  the  spirit  of  the  law)  and  it  was  not 
lor  ma  to  sit  in  judgment  apon  them;  and 
my  response  has  invariably  been  favorable  (o 
them ;  and  if  they  were  insiocrm.  be  it  upon  ^ 
tbem  and  the  eonntry. 

Ur.  President,  we  have  beard  many  aign- 
ments  on  Ibe  measure  now  before  us;  but  it 
is  my  painful  diity  on  (his  occasion,  to  con- 
municaie  some  information  to  the  Senate  from 
my  own  Slate.  I  have  haaitaied  as  lo  whcibar 
I  sboold  make  known  that  wbiel  has  reoently 
oome  into  my  posaeasion  yeaterd^  and  tbe  day 
before.  To  me  it  is  deplaesble.  1  regret  that 
it  is  my  du9,  as  1  conceive,  to  tbe  great  Repnb- 
liean  party  of  the  nation,  and  partiealac^  to 
the  Repablicans  of  Tesaa,  whom  I  have  tbe 
hmior  in  part  to  repreaent  bere,  to  do  so.  I 
BhouM  be  DUWMihy  of  tbe  confidence  they  have 
reposed  in  ma  ware  I  to  withhold  this  inform- 
ation,  be  the  ooagequencea  what  Ihay  may,  I 
regret  exceedingly  that  i  have  to  speak  of  my 
ownState.  However,  I  mast  do  so,  and  iask 
Ibe  Clerk  to  read  tbe  telegram  which  I  now 
send  to  the  desk. 

Tba  Chief  Cleck  read  tbe  following  leles'am ' 

HisBHiLL.  Taits,  January  3S,  1BT2. 
Hoa.  J.  W.V^ANIQIM,  UitOrd  Sua*MantiiU! 

One  handred  anned  Man  an  honabach.  from  Ha- 
qaado«bM  tonotr.  are  in  Qesdsnon  iliia  moninc. 
dliWrbincoar  pciwe  and  quiet.    Vaua  powerleih 

Inform  tha  Prtmdeat.  __ 

A.  D.  LIHBLXT. 

Mr.FLAHAQAH.  Now  I  ask  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  portion  that  I  have  mailed  of  tbe 
letter  which  1  send  to  the  desk; 

l^e  Chief  Clerk  read  a»  follows- 


..- ,  —  -_-- premlaait  the  swiriaa 

Rind  iippeil  tn  tbairCrestDr.tbil  roc  inaVHa.tiaiir, 
fael,  taate.  aod  ibbII  (kair  eanditioD.  phituMphle- 
litj.  sod  than  baax  u  Ih*  balia  of  ralUl.  r 
■'Toan,  truly, 

'■S.W.  MARCH." 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  Now  I  ask,  for  a  i»r- 
licular  purpose,  tbe  reading  of  the  tstUt  which 
I  send  to  the  desk. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  foltowsi 

CaitTlB,  SaiMT  ConiiTv,  XuuB,_ 

Diim  Bim :  I  am  an*  of  Ik*  nnmber  ihit  la  dit- 
fVaaoblaad.  >Bat  from  (ba  simpla  fsflt  that  I  was 
jaalifn  •(  (he  paaao  and  notary  pnMiD  before  the 
wariw..neTar.ni«inber<.fib.ie»iil»l«o.  My 
rstbar  and  Dldei(  brother,  A.  H.  Trail,  ware  bata 
mombers  of  the  LaaMalan  hefim  tba  war,  bat  a* 
to  mrielit  I  aevsi  bsJd  Bor  oBaeUfbar  than  lasliM 
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of  the  peae«  or  notaiT  pablfo,  Ao.  I  neyer  yoted  % 
seoeMion  tiokot,  nor  ever  ontertd  the  eonfederato 
service  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  abomioable  con- 
script law.  Qeneral.  will  you  do  me  the  kindness  to 
assist  me  in  tettin*  a  pardon,  or  my  disabilities  re- 
moved, for  I  think  it  very  probable  that  I  will  be  a 
oandldate  for  the  Legislature  in  this  district  at  the 
next  elation,  provided  I  can  get  my  disabilities  re- 
moved in  time  ?  I  am  weU  aware  of  the  faetthat 
you  nave  a  great  deal  of  influenee  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  with  the  President.  You  know  me, 
from  the  fact  that  you  and  my  fhther,  James  Tnii^ 
were  always  very  intimate  friends,  and  always  pulled 


together  in  the  Legislature  of  Texas  when  you  were 
both  members  of  the  senate.  Anything  you  may  be 
pleased  to  do  in  my  behalf  will  be  duly  appreciated. 


and  should  the  time  ever  come  for  me  to  aid  or  assist 
you  in  any  way,  manner,  shape,  or  form,  I  am  at  your 
servioe.  Should  it  be  necessary,  I  can  send  up  a 
petition  In  my  behalf  firom  the  best  and  most  loyal 
okisens  in  Shelby  eoua  ty . 
Very  respeotfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  TRUIT. 
or  LBYI M  ARI6n  TRUIT. 
Qeneral  J.  W.  f  laxaqam. 

Mr.  FLAN  AG  AN.  I  merely  call  the  atten* 
iioa  of  the  Senate  to  these  letters  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  we  are  acting  upon  the 
liberal  line.  The  last  read  I  introauce  some- 
what for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  mj  dis- 
tinguished frieim  from  Nevada,  [Mr.  Ntb,] 
though  he  does  not  live  very  nigh,  [laughter,] 
ttoderstands  very  well  the  true  features  of  the 
citizens  of  the  South.  He  represents  them 
properly.  The  friend  who  wrote  thai  letter — I 
80  call  him  because  be  claims  me  as  a  friend — I 
know  to  be  agood  young  man,  of  a  good,  peace- 
able &mily.  He  did  not  vote  for  tectission. 
Soch  a  party  as  he  is  I  would  always  fondly 
respond  to,  and  ask  in  good  faith,  In  perfect 
honesty  and  sincerity,  that  he  be  relieved. 
But  upon  this  occasion  I  do  not  propose 
invidiously  to  say  that  no  other  party  shall 
be.  I  wish  to  be  as  liberal,  being  from  the 
South  and  of  the  South,  as  my  northern  friends 
dare  be. 

Therefore,  I  propose  tp  vote  broadly  and 
unqualifiedly  for  the  general  bill  with  the 
exceptions  therein  contained,  and  upon  those 
exceptions  I  base  my  action  in  the  premises. 
There  are  men  witbiii  the  limits  or  the  late 
southern  confederacy  thst  I  am  unwilling  to 
vote  to  relieve.  I  could  not  vote  to  relieve 
Mr.  Davis.  There  are  some  few  gentlemen — 
one  I  know  who  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
secession  conventions — that  I  shall  ask  you  to 
relieve  aflw  the  passaj^e  of  this  bill.  I  will 
not  offer  that  proposition,  however,  at  this 
time.  I  will  let  his  case  go  upon  its  merits. 
He  was  in  very  bad  company,  and  we  must 
hold  him,  I  think,  for  further  action. 

Now,  sir,  be  it  remembered  that  Jefferson 
Davis  is  living.  He  is  not  numbered  with  the 
dead.  I  think  I  understand  the  spirit  of  the 
South.  I  think  I  comprehend  to  some  extent 
(for  the  man  does  not  live  who  does  oompre* 
bend  to  the  whole  extent)  the  intention  of  the 
Democrats  of  the  country.  If  the  disabilities  of 
Jefferson  Davis  were  removed,  the  Democrats 
would  not  find  it  necessary  to  ask  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  incorporate  an  addi- 
tional amendment  in  the  fundamental  law  to 
enable  them  to  go  broadcast  throughout  the 
civilized  world  to  find  candidates  for  the  Pres- 
idency and  Vice  Presidency.  No,  sir^  they 
would  go  no  further  than  Jefferson  Davis. 

There  is  the  great  Greele;|r  himself— a  name 
that  I  love,  because  he  was  in  his  early  life  so 
devoted  a  friend  to  the  great  Kentuckian, 
Henry  Clay.  He  was  a  true  Whig.  I  loved 
him  in  those  days,  and  I  love  their  recollection 
at  this.  Horace  Chreeley  went  down  to  Rich- 
mond when  Mr.  Davis  was  upon  trial,  and 
voluntarily  became  his  bondsman.  I  know 
not,  nor  do  I  care,  what  the  promptings  may 
haTe  been  that  caused  him  to  act  as  he  did ; 
but  when  he  put  the  bell  upon  Jefferson  Davis 
upon  that  occasion,  with  the  idea,  perhaps, 
that  Davis  would  follow  him,  he  was  decidedly 
in  error,  becikuse  if  there  be  anv  following  the 
one  afler  the  other,  Horace  will  have  to  follow  < 
the  bell  upon  Jefferson  Davis.  [Laughter.] 
That  will  be  the  result  unmistakably.  Put 
them  upon  an  equsMlity,  and  Horace  will  be 
ignored.    He  will  have  to  slaad  to  the  right 


or  the  left  or  fiur  in  the  rear ;  he  will  never  be 

Promoted  by  the  action  of  Jefferson  Davis, 
ecause  he  is  for  himself.  Why,  sir,  when  the 
'*new  departure''  was  spoken  of, as  suggested 
by  the  great  and  lamented  Vallandlgham,  the 
northern  Democracy  were  ready  to  follow  after 
that  idol  of  theirs,  and  consistently,  too-*any- 
thing  for  success — but  Jeff.  Davis  could  not 
indcme  that,  because  it  ignored  him  forever ; 
and  therefore  the  sons  of  the  South,  the 
Democracy  at  large  there,  repudiated  thai  idea, 
and  they  would  not  come  up  and  accept  any 
such  proposition. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  whether  the  great  Repab- 
lican  party  can  afford  to  go  thus  Hr  ?  I  main- . 
tain  that  they  dare  not  do  so.  If  their  acts 
heretofore  upon  the  subject  of  reconstruction 
were  correct,  wherein  are  they  wrong  to-day  7 
Is  not  the  same  spirit  abroad  in  the  South  now 
as  heretofore?  if  so,  it  would  be  a  clear 
acknowledgment  to  the  world  that  they  were 
then  in  error.  If  they  were,  and  thus  conclude, 
surely  it  would  be  praiseworthy  for  them  thus 
to  act.  Can  they  afford  it?  I  think  not.  The 
^pers  that  I  have  bad  read  here  afford  clear 
evidence  to  my  mind,  because  they  speak  of 
occurrences  particularly  in  my  neighborhood. 
I  regret  most  earnestly  that  such  are  the  facts. 
They  are  not  to  be  gainsaid,  however.  Sir, 
who  are  they  who  are  roaming  about  that  State 
to  the  numW  of  hundreds  doing  deeds  of  vio- 
lence ?  Are  they  Republicans  ?  My  word  for 
it,  there  is  not  a  Republican  in  one  of  those 
organizations.  Whence  come  they  ?  Who  are 
they  ?  Where  are  they  to  be  placed  ?  Rebels. 
If  so,  will  you  stop  there?  «o.  They  were, 
directly  after  the  failure  of  the  southern  rebel- 
lion, Conservatives,  begging  the  question  $  but 
now,  in  my  humble  opinion,  there  is  not  a 
Conservative  within  the  Stateof  Texas ;  they  are 
unqualified,  unmistakable  Democrats.  Why? 
Because  they  think  they  have  the  sympathies 
of  the  northern  Democracy. 

We  are  told  that  the  President  of  the  Uni 
ted  States  has  said  the  time  has  come  for  gen- 
eral amnesty.  He  does  not,  however,  go 
unqualifiedly  the  length  that  is  demanded 
here,  on  the  part  of  whom  ?  On  the  part  of 
the  Democrats.  They  have  ever  loeen  for 
amnesty.  They  have  ever  said  that  the  recour 
struotion  laws  were  tyrannical  and  unconstitu- 
tional. Everything  that  could  be  arrayed  and 
said  against  the  action  of  the .  Gbvemment  of 
the  United  States,  they  have  arrayed  and  said. 
Is  it  expected  of  us  to  do  anything  that  they 
will  indorse  ?  As  an  instance  of  that,  to  show 
you  that  they  cannot  be  satisfied,  I  desire  to 
refer  you  very  brieflj  to  some  very  able  re- 
marks of  my  distinguished  friend,  for  such  I 
place  him,  and  am  happy  to  recognize  him, 
and  he,  too,  a  Democrat,  the  elder  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Thurman,]  who  is  not  now 
in  his  seat — I  wish  he  were  here.  In  his  very 
able  argument  the  day  before  yesterday,  in  dis- 
cussing this  question,  he  said : 

*'  So  maoh  for  that.  Mr.  President  But  I  must 
ooofeaB  that  I  am  airain  at  a  loss  to  eompreheod  the 
ooune  of  tho  Sonator." 

Alluding  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 

MORTOH.] 

.  **Mt  Radical  frionds.  I  botio  to  thiak.  will  have  to 
go  into  a  new  oleoiioa  of  what  in  tho  Qerman  infan- 
try is  called  a  faglenaDf  some  one  to  take  tho  lead 
and  show  how  the  thing  is  to  be  done.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  spealu  here  this  morning  the  key-note 
of  the  campaign;  hat  lot  and  behold  that  key-note 
iSt  in  effect,  a  denunciation  of  the  President  and  of 
the  President's  message  which  substantially  recom- 
mends this  very  bill."^ 

Here  is  the  President  saying  that  the  time  for 
amnesty  has  come.  The  President  said  in  1868,  **  Let 
us  have  peace/'  but  wo  foacd  no  poace.  There  were 
some  of  as  who  thought  he  has  not  lived  up  to  that 
declaration.  He  was  maogurated  io  March,  1860,  and 

1869  passed  away,  and  if  we  credit  Kadioal  state- 
ments wo  had  no  peace.  And  certainly  we  saw  very 
little  on  the  part  of  the  President  that  tended «to 
promote  an  era  of  peace  and  good  will.   The  year 

1870  passed  by  withoat  any  act  or  reoommentlation 
of  the  President  to  encoarage  the  hope  that  we  were 
at  last  to  have  peace,  ff  hen  came  1871 ;  and  finally, 
at  the  close  of  that  year  in  his  aannal  message  to 
Congress,  for  the  Urst  time  we  have  so methiog  prac- 
tical in  the  way  of  *'Let  as  have  peace."  It  was 
contained  in  the   President's  reeommendatlon  to 


pass  the  amnesty  bin.  It  lni(»rssed  as  thatstlw 
the  time  had  come,  and  aithoogh  I  think  auaeaC 
the  reasons  that  he  gave  for  his  reoomoieodAtiosin 
not  exactly  of  the  soundest  and  are  noi  a  litde  in- 
srraeions,  I  will  *'  wot  took  a  gift  horse  ia  the  neitk.'' 
He  reeommeoded  amaeaty.  Me  said  the  im»  hi 
come  to  *'  Let  us  have  peace." 

Upon  this  I  most  hriefly  remark,  and  i  rem 
that  the  Senator  is  not  iu  his  seat,  ''Ostofihi 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  month  tpeskcth." 
What  says  my  disting oiabed  friend  here?  Of 
what  waa  he  thinkuig  at  the  time  ? 

'*My  Radical  fKends.  I  beirin  to  think.  wl!1%ife 
to  go  into  a  new  elootion  of  what  in  the  flciam 
infantry  is  called  a  fuglemaa," 

Now,  I  propose  to  show  to  my  frisod  fresi 
Ohio  that  we  are  aitaated  to-day  unlike  kta. 
Perhaps  the  issue  will  not  be  raised,  sod  I 
certainly  would  not  wish  to  beinvidieiuiotke 
prejudice  of  any  other  distiaguished  geotlemsi 
m  the  Democratic  ranks  in  the  Senate;  bsti 
think  the  Senator  might  well  perhaps  be  tsriMd 
the  fnfleman  of  the  Democratio  party  is  tbe 
S<Niate  to-dajf.  The  great  Repoblicso  ptr^ 
are  not  permitted  to  &  what  this  remark  fort- 
shadows,  particularly  when  taken  into  ssm>- 
ciation  with  the  proposition  now  belbre  tW 
Congress  of  the  united  States,  to  add  snsddi* 
tional  article  to  the  Constitutioa  asthorisiof 
ni  to  go  to  Germany,  of  which  the  Senator 
speaks,  Russia,  Prussia,  or  elsewhere,  to  M 
a  standard-bearer  for  tbe  Democracy.  Mo, 
sir.  We  have  a  proud  standard-bearer  wko 
has  well  borne  up  the  stars  and  stripes  at  tke 
Appomattox  apple-tree,  at  Yicksboif,  sad 
wherever  he  has  been  placed ;  aod  stsce  ki 
has  been  seated  iu  the  White  Hoose  be  ksi 
acquitted  himself  well.  Thousands  and  tkos- 
sands  have  been  afker  him,  just  as  they  pt 
hunting  ia  my  great  State.  We  bsve  BMf 
deer,  we  have  much  game  there,  and  we  hsic 
many  hounds  to  get  &em  op,  and  we  hsfeoor 
shots,  fine  shots,  all  around  at  vanoas  stssdi. 
and  as  the  noble  animal  runs  the  conntiy,  with 
his  great  horns  extended  a  great  distance  (o  tbe 
right  and  to  the  left,  every  little  fellow  tskM 
a  pop  at  him,  some  with  squirrel  shot,  toae 
with  mustard-seed,  if  you  please,  aud  someof 
them  with  a  pretty  heavy  load.  [LAag;bter.] 
There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  They  chime  w 
upon  all  parts  of  the  ground.  If  he  e&cip€i 
upon  that  occasion  they  all  get  to^setber,  blov 
their  horns,  ooJl  the  huntsmen  in,  and  lajt 
''  Well,  be  has  beaten  us;  he  has  oatron  os; 
he  has  made  his  escape;  we  must  hsye  bia, 
however;  we  will  hunt  him  down."  And  so, 
in  the  case  of  the  President,  the  hootim^ 
say,  **  We  will  find  him  iu  New  York ;  we  wiU 
go  into  his  strong  thicket  there,  and  if  ^"^  ^'^ 
not  able  to  get  him  there,  we  will  quarter  bia 
elsewhere."  He  is  to  be  quartered,  becan^e 
he  is  in  the  way  here.  [Lao^ter.]  Thsi  n 
all  very  well;  but  we  have  him  and  we  njf 
upon  him.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  rtwd 
by  him.  We  ask  not  a  change  in  the  CoBf^i* 
tution  so  as  to  permit  a  German  or  Bosoid 
or  any  other  foreigner  to  be  Pretideot. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  an  Americsn,  wd  I 
thank  my  Qod  that  such  ie  the  case,  aod  I  do 
not  want  to  go  out  of  the  United  States  for » 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  or  the  '"^ 
Presidency.  I  want  to  adhere  to  the  woofl 
old  doctrine  that  *•  Americans  Bhall  nUe 
America."  I  want  no  foreigner  to  come  h^ 
to  rule  me.  I  have  some  of  the  pndc  «» 
WM  inculcated  in  my  early  life  when  I  wM 
a  schoolboy.  One  of  the  first  books  tb« 
was  placed  in  my  bands  as  a  school-boy  was 
Weems's  Life  of  Washington,  and  in  that  i 
learned  tbe  simple  dialogue,  if  yon  pl<*se  to 
call  it  soch,  between  General  Brsddock  »na 
the  then  stfipliiig  of  luy  own  nayve  StotCi 
Washington.  He  was  a  colonel,  1  Mie^  *'' 
the  colonial  army,  leading  the  Viiy"««J, 
against  the  FVench  and  Indians,  while  (teoc»' 
Braddock  was  the  leader  of  the  British  for^ 
Colonel  Washington,  a^  be  was  on  that  oc^j 
sion,  remarked  that  the  warfare,  the  courK 
pursued  by  General  Braddock,  was  dangerpoa. 
"  High  time,"  wasthc reply,  *»foran  Amcncaa 
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buckskin  to  te^di  a  Britrah  geneml  how  to 
fight. ' '     Sir,  if  Qeoeral  Braddock  bad  adhered 
to  the  kind  raggestion  of  the  American  strip- 
ling  J  he  would  not  have  been  compelled  to  ask 
the  pardon  of  that  stripling  as  a  d^ng  man 
that  evening.    I  desire  for  mjself,  sir,  to  rely 
upon  the  suggestions  of  an  American.     Ulfs- 
ses  8.  Grant  is  an  American.     We  know  where 
to  find  him.     We  understand  him.     We  want 
no  lecturers  from  any  other  country.    They  may 
be  right.    If  they  are,  (mtriotism  is  not  too 
abundant  in  the  countries  from  which  they 
come;  and  I  have  beard  of  those  who  left  their 
country  for  their  country's  good.     [Laog^hter.] 
Often  hare  I  been  thus  iMlmonished  history. 
I  recollect  very  well  when  the  great  Kos- 
suth was  here  a  few  years  ago.     What  was  his 
mission?  His  mission  here  was  to  some  extent 
to  lecture  Americans  upon  the  great  prinoi- 

{>les  of  republican  government,  and  they  fol- 
owed  after  him  in  goodly  numbers.  He  was 
careeaed,  almost  worshiped,  idoliaed,  by  the 
American  people.  He  progressed  step  by 
step,  until  tinally  he  sougbt,  and  sought  sue- 
ceeuuUy,  to  meet  the  great  champion  of 
American  liberty  of  that  day,  Henry  Giay. 
He  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Clay,  Mr. 
Clay  being  then  in  his  sick-room,  ana  after 
that  conversaUon  he  withered  and  fell  just  as 
though  he  had  approached  the  Upas  tree,  and 
that  was  about  tbe  last  we  heard  of  Louis 
Kossuth;  and  it  is  just  what  I  want  all  such 
men  consigned  to  tbat  make  such  an  advent. 

I  am  no  advocate  for  hunting  oandidateefor 
the  Presidency  in  other  eoantries.  The  Dem- 
ocrats may  do  so.  I  care  not  where  they  may 
So.  It  only  proves  their  weakness  that  they 
ave  no  man  within  the  whole  United  States 
whom  they  are  willing  to  risk  as  a  standard- 
bearer.  It  is  true,  Alexis  is  here.  They  have 
been  worshiping  Alexis,  and  be  has  tri- 
umphed wherever  he  has  been.  I  believe 
some  of  the  ladies  claim  to  have  married  him. 
[Langhter.J  A  thousand  considerations,  per- 
haps a  mama  for  somethingloreign,  I  suppose, 
has  called  forth  all  this.  He  has  killed  a  buf- 
falo. 1  have  no  unkind  allusions  to  make  to 
him  in  any  manner  or  shape,  because  I  love 
the  name  of  his  country.  His  ooontry  has 
stood  side  by  side  with  the  American  nation, 
the  very  best  feeling  existing  between  them. 
It  is  true  there  has  been  a  little  aUeehisdng 
lately,  [laughter,]  but  that  amounts  to  noth- 
ing. All  these  interrogatories  are  easily  re- 
sponded to,  and  they  go  with  the  wind  from 
whence  thej  came.  These  are  two  great 
mighty  nations,  and  they  are  not  likely,  the 
one  to  get  the  other  by  tbeVar.  I  have  not 
any  fear  on  that  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  Democracy,  however,  it  is  well  known, 
are  driven  to  the  wall.  They  have  been  taking 
soundings  for  lo,  these  many  days,  and  yet  it 
is  not  known  where  they  can  find  a  man  who 
can  run  against  that  tried  Americata  horse,  if 
you  please,  President  Grant.  They  may  go 
abroad  for  a  candidate,  if  they  will,  but  never 
under  any  circumstances  will  my  vote  be  cast 
for  any  such  additional  article  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  I  did  not  intend, 
when  I  got  up,  to  explore  the  ground  I  am 
now  in,  but  it  suggested  itself  to  me,  and  I 
move  on.  I  might  as  well  say,  however,  that 
the  Democracy  to-day  are  leadv  to  do  that 
which  they  have  always  been  ready  to  do  ever 
since  the^  have  been  an  organised  party.  W  hat 
is  it,  I  might  ask  upon  the  negative  side  of  the 
aoestion,  that  they  have  not  done,  what  is  it 
that  they  wonld  not  do  to  succeed  ?  They  object 
now,  and  Greeley  too,  to  President  Grant  that 
bo  prefers  his  friends  to  his  enemies.  My 
friend  from  Ohio  remarked  in  his  speech  that 
tbe  President  has  said,  *^  Let  us  have  peace ; 
pass  a  general  bill  relieving  all  parties  from 
tbeir  disabilities,  with  a  few  exceptions,  what- 
ever Congress  ma^  think  advisable,'*  Ac. 

But,  says  my  fnend,  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
**I  will  not  look  a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth.'' 
That  ifl  all  very  good.  If  you  will  not,  why 
make  these  outside  remarks  ?    He  accepts  the 


horse,  and  then  he  gets  around  to  bis  friends 
near  by  and  sa^s,  ^*  Now  I  will  tell  you  what  is 
the  fact ;  my  ftiend  baa  just  presented  me  with 
this  horse ;  bat  he  is  moon-eyed ;  he  has  got 
tbe  glanders  or  some  disease ;  it  is  an  awful 
matter ;  it  is  intended  to  ruin  my  stock  ;  that 
will  never  do  in  the  world."  He  cannot  ap- 
preciate the  gift  aa  it  substantially  is,  but 
undertakes  to  sav  here  very  modestly — for  he 
is  a  modest  gentleman,  a  kind  hearted  one,  a 
liberal  one,  and  aa  able  one,  and  thereby  makes 
his  kind  remarks  tell  unequivocally,  and  they 
go  tor  what  is  said  with  a  lam  percentage  of 
Uie  people — "  Oh,  yes,  the  President  recom- 
mends Uie  measure,  but  he  has  his  friends 
around  here  who  will  repudiate  it ;  they  have 
no  idea  that  he  is  sincere  in  carrying  out  this 
proposition  ;  this  is  all  talk;  there  is  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  it." 

Now,  sir,  where  are  the  efidenoes  of  this  ? 
I  come  up  and  show  you  my  objections  to  the 
measure,  and  je%  1  am  an  admirer  of  Presi- 
dent Grant.  I  have  voted  regularly  for  this 
amhesty  bill.  I  propose  further  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  ot  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 1 
setts.  Why  ?  There  are  various  reasons  why 
I  shall  do  so.  I  think  it  but  sheer  justice ;  I 
think  it  is  demanded  of  the  Republican  party 
to  adhere  strictly  to  that  proposition.  As  I 
remarked  previously}  if  tne  reconstruction 
measures  were  proper  at  the  period  when  they 
were  enacted,  thev  are  proper  to- day  just  as 
substantially  aa  thej  were  at  that  period  or 
any  intervening  period.  I  go  further  and  say 
that  the  great  Republican  party  dare  not  go 
back  upon  what  they  have  done;  that  it  would 
have  been  a  thousand  times  better  they  had 
left  us  in  the  Soath  where  they  found  us  in 
1861,  than  to  have  passed  your  reconstruction 
laws  and  to-day  acknowledge  to  the  world  that 
they  have  erred,  thereby  establishing  the  fact 
beyond  all  controversy  tbat  secession  was' 
right  and  that  it  ought  to  have  been  recog- 
nissedk 

I  am  delighted,  however,  upon  tbat  branch 
of  the  subject,  to  state  that  my  friend  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Thubmax]  declares  he  never  was  a 
secessionist.  I  readily  say  to  him  that  he 
never  hayiog  been  a  secessionist,  he  never 
vet  has  been  a  good  Democrat,  [laughter,]  and 
he  is  improperly  associated ;  he  ought  to.  go 
out  from  the  Democrats,  join  the  liberal  party^ 
where  he  properly  belongs,  from  his  own  dec- 
larations ;  and  his  own  declarations  to  me  are 
amply  good,  because  I  believe  him  to  be  sincere. 
In  ue  South,  if  ^ou  could  find  a  Democrat  who 
was  not  a  secessionist,  they  would  not  give  him 
stable-room.  [Laughter.]  Thejr  would  have 
no  use  for  him  for  any  purpose  m  the  world. 
Tbat  is  tbe  whole  gist  of  the  subject ;  there- 
fore, my  friend  is  in  tbat  particular  wrong. 

It  is  argued  by  able  minds  that  the  bill  of 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
is  not  germane  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
remoring  political  disability.  The  Constitu- 
tion has  been  invoked  upon  that  matter.  It 
is  not  my  pnrpose  to  discuss  tbat  branch  of 
the  subject.  It  is  in  able  hands.  The  gentleman 
who  offers  the  i>i]l  as  an  amendment  is  abund- 
antly able  to  meet  any  proposition  tbat  can 
be  submitted  adverse  to  iL  I  have  read  the 
Constttntion  for  myself,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  proposed  amendment  is  constitutional. 
If  I  had  come  to  a  different  conclusion  I  could 
not  vote  for  it,  but  I  have  voted  for  it  uni- 
formly, and  I  intend  to  do  so  to  the  end.  But 
let  me  state  that  I  will  go  further:  if  the 
amendment  should  be  voted  down,  I  will  then 
vote  for  tbe  bill  in  the  absence  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

I  support  the  amendment  of  tbe  distinguished 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  for  other  reasons. 
One  is,  that  I  discover  that  if  we  should  re- 
main here,  as  we  certainly  shall  do,  for  a  very 
considerable  period^  petitions  will  tome  in  to 
such  a  degree,  req^uinng  so  much  paper,  tbat 
really  tbe  price  will  be  vastly  enhanced,  and 
it  will  thereby  become  a  considerable  tax  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 


Senator  is  receiving,  I  might  almost  say,  vol* 
umes ;  I  know  not  what  tbe  quantity  is;  it  is 
immense,  however,  from  all  parts  of  the  nation ; 
and  at  a  very  early  period  ^ou  will  find  tbe 
steamers  coming  over  freighted  with  them 
from  Europe;  and,  therefore,  stationery  will 
advance  very  much,  and  I  am  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  this  subject  at  tbe  earliest  possible  periol 
by  the  passage  of  bis  measure.     ^Laughter.] 

Agaiu  I  am  reminded  tbat  it  is  beet  to  try 
to  get  rid  of  tbe  imposing  Senator  [Mr.  Som- 
nbb]  on  that  subject,  just  as  the  lady  answered 
her  admirer.  Ihe  suitor  had  been  impor- 
tuning her  time  and  again,  and  she  had  inva- 
riably declined  to  accept  the  proposition.  At 
length,  however,  being  verv  much  annoyed, 
she  concluded  to  say  '^yes,''  just  to  get  rid  of 
his  importunity.  1  want  to  go  with  tbe  Sena- 
tor to  get  rid  of  this  matter,  riaaffbter,] 
because  really,  Mr.  President,  we  find  his  bill 
here  aa  a  br^kwater.  A  concurrent  resolu- 
tion was  introduced  here  for  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  at  a  particular  day.  Well,  yo^ 
saw  that  bill  thrust  right  on  it.  '<  Stop,"  says 
he;  *^yott  must  not  adjourn  until  my  bill  is 
passed."  There  it  was  again;  here  it  is  now ; 
and  we  shall  continue  to  have  it ;  and  I  am 
for  making  peace  with  it  by  a  general  surren- 
der at  oaoe.    [Laughter.] 

I  stop  not  there,  Mr.  President;  I  go  further, 
and  I  indorse  the  Senator  to  the  utmost  degree 
in  his  proposition.  Whev  you  vote  general 
amnesty  to  the  people  of  the  Bouth  let  them 
know  that  it  is  not  any  dictation  of  theirs  that 
prompts  you  thus  to  do,  but  that  you  have  can- 
vassed the  whole  matter.  Here  are  two  great 
principles  and  two  acts,  each  of  no  small  mag- 
nitude, and  let  them  go  band  in  hand.  If  there 
be  those  who  would  say  that  the  one  represents 
the  lion  and  the  other  tbe  lamb,  let  it  be  under- 
stood on  this  occasion  tbat  the  lion  and  the 
lamb  lie  down  together,  and  let  tb^  matter 
be  thus  consummated,  and  let  both  questions 
be  put  at  rest.  Tbat  is  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. Then  it  will  be  unmistakably  evident 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  looks 
to  liberty,  looks  to  everything  else  that  we 
have  pretended  to  guaranty  to  the  feedmen, 
to  the  black  men  of  the  southern  confeder- 
acy. We  have  declared  them  ftee.  Now,  hav- 
ing thus  declared,  let  us  by  our  action  make 
it  unmistakable,  because  every  Senator  here 
knows,  every  intelligent  mind  is  very  well 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  various  Legisla- 
tures in  the  different  States  look  into  vour 
action  here  minutely,  and  if  there  is  the  least 
fraction  left  upon  earth  in  ihe  laws  that  vou 
enact  here,  they  will  locate  upon  it  and  they 
?nll  seek  advantages  adverse  to  tbe  intention 
of  the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

This  bill,  in  my  belief,  will  heal  every  objec- 
tion upon  that  score,  and  when  thcv  take  the 
one  they  will  necessarily  accept  the  other.  They 
can  reject  neither  tbe  one  nor  th|kother ;  and 
if  they  ask  the  question,  ''  Why  is  It  tl\at  we 
are  thus  abused  7' '  as  they  ?nll  say  they  are  hj 
tbe  act,  because  they  will  complain  that  it  is 
arbitranri  they  will  see  tbat  they  must  go  back 
to  the  be^nning  corner,  and  they  must  then 
be  admonished,  and  they  can  always  be  thus 
admonished  by  those  with  whom  they  rest  for 
subsequent  justification:  ''Tou  invoked  it: 
your  action  prompted  it;  and  we  cannot  ana 
we  will  not  go  bacK  upon  what  we  have  done ; 
if  you  think  it  is  a  bad  matter,  you  had  better 
make  the  best  of  it,  for  that  is  the  true  pbilo- 
sonhic  doctrine." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  are  the  facts  easily 
illustrated?  Jefferson  Davis  lives;  as  for  A. 
H.  Stephens,  tbe  skeleton,  there  is  no  tilling 
whether  he  will  ever  die;  you  cannot  probe 
him  with  anything  in  any  way.  manner,  or 
shape;  there  is  nothing  but  Bxin  and  bone, 
and  as  long  as  the  Lora  lets  it  have  breath 
vou  cannot  reach  it;  he  is  not  going  to  die; 
be  would  come  back  here  in  fifteen  minutes 
if  you  would  just  pass  a  general  bill.  [  Laugh- 
ter.]   Now  wo  must  be  vigilant,  we  must  look 
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to  the  ioteresta  of  tlt«  American  ntAipiL  Look-^ 
log  to  the  interesta  of  the  Asierioaa  nation, 
we  are  admooished  unmittakably  that  those 
men  liye,  both  Davis  and  Stepens,  and  while 
they  live  we  mast  be  vigilant;  we  mast  look 
toward  thenif  we  must  wateh  their  influences, 
and  we  mast  aatiotpate  any  action  upon  their 
part. 

As  for  the  Democracy  being  able  to  perpet- 
nate  this  great  nation^  that  is  a  &ilare.  They 
hare  been  well  tried,  and  they  are  not  able  to 
do  it.  They  have  been  weighed  and  found 
wanting  in  the  scales.  When  they  met  as  a 
great  iM^rty  in  Cbarh&i^ton,  it  is  well  known  they 
were  in  a  grand  majority,  but  thay  ran  two  csa- 
didates  to  break  themseWea  down.  They  had 
ample  power  then  to  electa  Preaident  and  per- 

getoate  their  par^yy  but  that  party  could  not 
e  perpetuated.  What  are  their  living  lights 
to-oay?  They  aay  now,  **  internal  improve- 
menta.'*  They  have  located  open  the  great 
and  grand  principle  firat  enunciated  by  the  old 
Whig  party;  aurely  they  have;  they  are  all 
internal  improvement  men  now ;  they  are  all 
bank  men;  they  are  all  tariff  men.  Dem- 
ocracy now  occ^piea  preoiaely  the  old  Whig 
grounda,  and  not  a  great  many  j^eara  hence 
they  will  aay  that  they,  too,  were  in  favor  of 
the  Ku  Elux  bill.  It  will  be  with  them  aa 
with  the  distinguished  Keverdy  Johnaon,  when 
he  waa  aammoaed  down,  by  large  leviea  being 
made  on  varioua  portions  of  the  country  in 
North  Carolina  aha  South  Carolina,  to  defend 
the  Ku  Klux.  He  reaponded  to  the  money ; 
but  before  he  got  tbrouah  those  trials  he  be- 
came diaj^atediand  said  that  it  waa  impossible 
to  recognize  their  acta;  and  what  was  his  plea? 
The  answer  was  ** guilty,  guilty,  guiJL^?*'  but, 
**ah,''  said  he,  **as  a  mitigating  thing  we  had 
to  form  organizations  here  to  protect  ourselves ; 
the  black  men  ojf  the  country  had  organized,  and 
they  wer^  going  to  burn,  pillage,  and  destroy 
tbs  country  at  Targe  1 ' ' 

Mr.  President,  doea  not  every  intelligent 
gentleman  know  tbar.  that  is  a  threadbare  argu- 
ment, a  simple  backing  down  7  Why  did  they 
not  invoke  the  power  of  the  State ffoveroroent? 
Was  there  any  intimation  of  that  xind  on  their 
part?  None.  Why  did  they  not  call  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Stalea?  Waa  any 
such  intimation  given  to  him  7  None.  Waa 
any  intimation  given  that  the  membera  of  that 
alleged  black  organization  abould  be  indicted 
and  tried  in  the  courta?  None  under  heaven. 
The  Democratic  papera  from  all  the  croaa- 
roads  promulgated  it  aa  a  farce,  that  the  Ku 
Klux  committee  waa  only  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  up  the  iniouitQua  acta  of 
the  Prewdent  and  his  party.  Ih^y  now,  how- 
ever, pretend  to  no  such,  niinsy  pretext;  they 
acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  Ku  Klux 
organization,  but  tb^y  say  it  was  started  in 
self-defense.  Thus  they  go.  Thouaanda  there 
are  that  have  objected  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea.  They  say  that  he  adheres  to 
his  friands.^  Upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  I 
will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  meet  such  an  ac- 
cusation as  that.  A  President  of  the  United 
States  who  will  not  stand  up  to  and  indorse 
his  friends  is  unworthy  of  so  high  and'f>roud  a 
position  as  that  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  States,  I  cite  the  authority  of  General 
Jackson,  if  you  please.  What  was  the  policy 
of  General  Jackson  ?  When  General  Jackson 
was  iostalled  in  the  chair  of  state,  this  hoe  and 
cry  was  raised  against  him  by  the  sreat  party 
of  which,  as  a  boy,  I  was  an  humble  advocate 
at  that  day.  I  thought  they  were  rieht ;  I 
loved  the  |;reat  Whig  party ;  1  did  not  like  the 
Democratic  party,  and  I  have  never  changed 
on  that  subject  either.  But  General  Jackson 
stood  up  to  his  friends  throughout  the  Union. 
Washington  society  could  testlAr  to  that.  He 
stood  up  for  his  friends  in  the  oomeatic  circle. 
All  manuer  of  allegations  were  abroad ;  the 
forked  tongue  of  slander  was  thrust  at  him  in 
all  manner  of  ways ;  aud  yet  he  stood  firm  and 
equable  so  far  as  friends  were  concerned^  and 
he  succeeded.    He  who  does  not  do  that  is  not 


very  likely  to  anccead,  nor  is  he  worthy  of 
friends.  Fast  friends  expect  to  find  a  fast 
object  upon  which  they  place  their  affection. 
Then  when  such  an  object  in  foaod,  there  is  no 
difficulty  about  it. 

Now.  if  I  had  any  objection  on  God  Al- 
mighty s  earth  to  our  President^  it  would  be 
this,  that  he  ia  not  true  enough  to  hia  frienda. 
I  want  a  man  firat  to  know  hia  frienda,  or 
endeavor  to  do  so.  He  ought  to  be  well  versed 
in  human  nature,  and  when  he  haa  found  and 
reoognized  a  friend,  never  give  him  up  under 
any  circumstanoea  until  it  ia  unmiatakably 
manifest  that  his  regard  is  improperly  placed, 
and  then  it  is  his  bouaden  duty  in  an  instant 
to  aee  that  puatice  be  done.  That  ia  the  great 
principle— luatice  before  ceneroaity.  I  main- 
tain that  while  the  Preaiaent  thus  acta,  with 
all  that  can  be  heralded  abroad  against  him, 
all  the  assaults  that  are  made  will  fall  harm- 
leaa  at  hia  feet^  aa  they  did  at  the  feet  of  the 
great  Father  of  hia  Country,  Waahington,  when 
he  so  gloriously  filled  the  chair  of  State. 

Mr.  Preaident,  I  have  aaid  much  more  tlUn 
I  intended  when  I  roae.  I  will  onlv  aay,  ia 
ooncluaioo,  that  I  think  it  ia  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  we  look  further  to  Jefferson  Davis, 
A«  H.  Stephens,  and  those  included  in  the 
exceptions.  Time  will  wear  on.  If  those 
gentlemen  are  repentant,  let  them  manifest  it, 
and  whenever  they  do,  I  will  acooid  to  them 
that  which  is  demanded  by  charity,  generosity, 
magnanimity,  and  everything  that  is  known  to 
the  American  people,  and  relieve  them  ;  bat 
thia  ia  not  the  aay.  The  little  documeala  that 
I  have  preaented  here  to-day  g^ve  you  aa  idea 
of  what  ia  abroad  through  the  land.  I  r^ret 
that  they  were  placed  in  my  possession;  moat 
earaeatly  I  deplore  the  facta  atated,  but  they 
are  facta;  and  yet,  under  all  the  circamstancea, 
I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  spoken  of, 
'and  1  hope  it  will  pasS|  and  pass  at  a  very  early 
period,  and  that  these  men  will  be  tried.  If 
they  prove  worthy,  it  will  be  happy  for  the 
nation ;  if  otherwise,  power  being  yet  securely 
in  the  hands  of  the  great  Bepabiican  party, 
who  alone  at  this  day  are  able  to  wield  the 
destinies  and  perpetuate  the  existence  of  this 
great  nation,  I  am  satisfied. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY  obtained  the  floor. 

Hr.  WILSON.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  desire  to  go  on  thia  ailemoon? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  It  U  immaterial  to 
me.  I  am  willing  to  do  so  if  it  is  thepleaaure 
of  the  Senate,  or  defer  my  remarka  until  the 
morning. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware desirea  to  ^o  on  to-night,  of  courae  we 
shall  listen  to  him  with  pleasure ;  but  if  he 
does  not,  I  would  like  to  call  up  two  or  three 
small  bills  before  we  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Car- 
PKNTER  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  yield? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  defer  to  the  wishes 
of  the  gentlesMiB  who  has  charge  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate  bill 
No.  448. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  So  far  aa  mv  own  indi- 
vidual feelings  are  concerned  I  should  yield 
with  pleasure  to  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, but  the  gentleman  having  charge  of  the 
bill  prefers  that  I  should  submit  my  remarka 
now. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Will  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware allow  me  to  interpose  a  motioa  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourus  to-day  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday  next  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  object. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  we  shall  actjourn 
over,  because  I  believe  it  will  expedite  the 
public  business.  We  have  business  before  the 
committees  that  we  cannot  attend  to  in  the 
mornings  of  days  that  the  Senate  sits.  I  have 
been,  aud  I  presume  most  Senators  have  been, 
every  day  wnen  not  engaged  in  the  Senate,  on 
Thursdays  and  Fridays,  engaged  in  commit- 
tees. The  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Moa- 
tok]  has  kept  me  in  the  committee-room  on 


thoae  dayt  aattl  far  past  any  reasaaabk  iyt 
ner  honr. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wiah  to  state  the  mgm 
why  I  cannot  vote  for  thia  motion.  We  htrt 
a  bill  before  oa  that  waa  from  thirty  to  forty 
days  in  the  hands  of  the  Comnutttt  m  \j» 
Judiciary,  the  a^iporiionmeai  bill.  They  hgn 
now  reported  on  that  subject  Tbers  are  torn 
aixteen  or  seventeen  State  LegigUuiret  tka 
are  in  aeaaion.  Many  of  thoae  Legiiktani 
deaire  to  a4joum  aoon.  We  oaghtto  seittpot 
it.  We  ov^hA  to  G4»me  here  tonorrovud 
finish  that  mil  thia  week,  if  it  takes  froo  i«v 
until  Sabbath  morning  to  do  it.  I  hope,  tk«r^ 
fore,  that  we  ahall  meet  to*  morrow  and  takt  q) 
the  apportioameat  bill,  presa  it  to  a  vols,  aad 
aettle  it  this  week. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Idoootwetfai 
slighiest  possibility  that  we  ahall  take  op  thi 
apportionment  bill  thia  week :  and  it  ceruialj 
ia  true,  as  the  Senator  from  Rhode  libod  kti 
atated,  thai  the  oommttteea  are  pressed  wink 
boaineaa.  and  I  think  the  buaineasofiheeom' 
try  will  be  faailitated  if  the  committees  btre 
these  two  days  to  prepare  tbatr  reports  for  tke 
Senate. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Can  this  bouob  be 
entertained  if  there  be  any  objectioa  ta  it? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  I  tippoie 
act* 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  shall  be  forced 
to  object.  I  want  to  get  through  with  tUi 
amneaty  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  beg  pardon.  The Seih 
aior  ahoald  have  obgec^ed  beiore*  Thiswotioo 
haa  been  entertained  and  is  before  theSeasie. 
I  might  aa  well  object  to  the  amnesty  bill. 

Mr.  R0BBRT60N.      I  think  I 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  motion  is  before  the 
Senate*  I  belie  Ye,  that  when  we  adjoatato^ 
we  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFLOEiL    Itia 

Mr.HAMLiN.  I  ho|M  that  motioa  «iU  set 
prevail  j  I  have  had  a  little  azperieaea  is  tbit 
body;  I  have  heard  thia  talk  aboat  lbs  meet- 
ings of  comnutteea  a  graat  mao^  tisnea.  and  f 
confeas  it  haa  always  failed  to  loiprtss  me  ts 
it  haa  been  impreaaed  on  the  mind  of  aij  fn<^ 
from  Rhode  laland.  1 4o  think  that  we  ove 
it  to  thaStatea  to  diapoae  of  the  apportioemeet 
bill.  In  my  own  State  i  aee  thay  am  talkisf 
of  a  final  amournment  of  the  Legialatore  oa 
the  10th  of  Febraary.  If  the  bill  of  tbeSeoate 
•ommittea  ahall  paaa,  it  will  necessitate  a  new 
apportionment  in  oor  State,  and  either  tbroa 
the  election  over  a  year  or  incur  the  expaait 
of  an  extna  seasian  of  the  Legislatnra. 

I  am  told  we  may  not  take  up  that  bill  to* 
morrow.  Very  well,  we  ahall  make  progress 
with  aomething  elacy  which  will  briag  oi  on 
day  nearer  to  it,  ao  that  we  shall  gsk  it  op 
aooaer  by  sitting  to-morrow. 

I  think  I  may  a^  that  I  believe  theie  moo 
Senator  in  thia  body  more  pnomat  in  bisaU«ad* 
ance  upon  committee  duties  than  nyself.  1 
have  not  failed  to  sotend  every  oieeuag  of 
every  committee  of  which  I  am  a  niea»ber,  «>» 
one  sin^e  exception,  and  then  onljr  beoaoM  i 
was  sitting  with  one  committee  while  anotber 
waa  in  aeaeion.  I  think  a  liule  mora  H^'J°^ 
a  little  leaa  tiUk  ia  what  we  want  in  this  bodj; 
that  is  my  judgment,  and  that  we  shall  g^tf 
much  work  from  committees  as  we  want  m  as 
hold  a  aeaaion  to-morrow.  I  have  ao  ides  bat 
what  the  motion  will  prevail,  but  I  stale  07 
oonvictions.  I  do  think  there  is  a  moral  re* 
ponsibility  on  as  to  sit  here  aud  do  tba  douei 
that  we  are  sent  here  for,  and  this  talk  aboot 
dutiea  in  committee  ia  aot  good  mooatbioe. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  the  Senate  wiU 
not  adjourn  over.  I  do  not,  however,  agroa 
with  the  Senator  from  Maine  in  the  laet  re- 
mark that  he  made,  that  thia  talk  about  work 
in  coRomitteea  is  mere  moonahine.  Commit' 
tee  duties,  according  to  my  experience,  »«* 
very  laborious,  particularly  in  the  coBio)ittat 
where  I  am  chiefly  engaged,  so  muoh  so  tbai 
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that  ooaunitU«  has  resolved  to  hold  aig ht  see- 
sionB.  But  notwithstanding  that,  I  think  we 
ought  to  slay  here  and  do  some  basiness. 
Here  is  the  apportionment  bill  that  ia  press- 
ing upon  us.  The  Legislatures  of  the  various 
States  are  in  session,  and  some  of  them  are 
oootinBing  their  sessions,  in  order  to  redisiriet 
Uie  States  according  to  the  law  of  Oongreas 
which  shall  be  passed  apportioning  Represent- 
solves  to  them.  They  cannot,  of  coarse,  dis- 
trict their  States  Ibr  members  of  Congress 
until  they  know  how  many  members  they  are 
to  have. 

That  is  the  bill  which  is  presstog  upon  us; 
and  the  amnesty  question  is  pressing  upon  ue; 
and  it  ought  to  be  settled*  I  Was  in  hopes 
that  we  could  stay  here  to-night  until  we  got  a 
vote  on  amnesty ;  and  if  we  caunot  do  il  to- 
night I  hope  it  ini^  be  the  understanding  that 
when  we  come  here  to-morrow  we  will  not 
adjourn  until  we  have  dispo$ed  of  the  amnesty 
question  one  way  or  the  other,  llie  S^iator 
from  South  Carolina  made  an  effort  the  other 
day  to  g«t  an  agreement  to  take  the  vote  at 
some  particubur  time  upon  that  subject,  aad 
I  should  be  very  glad  if  the  Senate  could  eome 
to  such  an  understanding;  but  if  not,  1  do 
hope  the  friends  of  amnesty  will  stand  by  the 
bill,  and  not  adjourn  to-morrow  until  we  get 
a  vote  upon  it.  i  trust  the  Senate  will  not  to- 
day a4iourn  oveii  until  Monday.  Let  us  sit 
to-morrow  at  miy  rate,  if  we  caauot  sit  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  COLB.  Before  the  Senator  from  IIU- 
oois  came  in*  a  moment  ago,  the  subject  of 
taking  up  the  apportionment  bill  and  making 
it  a  special  order  for  to-morrow  was  discussed 
by  some  of  the  Senetora  here,  and  if  he,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  having  that  bill  in 
charge,  is  ready  to  |po  oji  witb#iA  to-morrow,  I 
would  sug^st  tq  him  that  he  move  to  make 
it  the  speciel  order  for.  to-morrow,  and  let  ns 
dispose  of  it  on  that  day.  There  is,  as  has 
been  stated  o?er  a*d  over  egain,  wsry  great 
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necessity  for  disposing  of  that  bill  at 
Legislature  of  my  State  ia  in  session.  They 
wish  to  make  the  new  apportiooment  at  this 
session  of  the  Legislatose,  find  they  need  time 
to  do  it.  The  same  is  true,  as  is  etated,  of  a 
dosen  or  sixteen  other  States.  (  ask  the 
Senator,  therefore,  to  move  to  make  that  bill 
the  special  order  for  to-morrow,  and  )et  us 
dispose  of  iu 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.  I  am  ready  to  take  up 
the  apportionment  bill,  and  should  be  very 
glad  to  take  it  up  to* morrow,  or  woul4  have 
been  glad  to  have  it  taken  up  to-day ;  but  I  can- 
not antagonize  the  apportionment  bill  a^inst 
the  amnesty  bill,  which  has  been  under  discus- 
sion. The  friends  of  amnesty  have  been  equallv 
urgent  that  that  bill  be  disposed  of,  and  X  will 
say  to  the  Senator  from  California  that  in  my 
judgment  econoiny^of  time  requires  ns,  when 
wis  nave  got  one  subject  up  and  have  partially 
discussed  it,  to  hold  on  to  it  until  we  fanish  it. 
The  debate  upon  amnesty  will  come  to  an  end 
some  time  or  other  if  we  hold  the  Senate  to  it, 
and  I  hope  tiiere  will  be  no  giving  way. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  promises  now  to  run  on 
indefinitely. 

Mr. TRUMBULL,  tt  will  not,  I  assure  the 
Senator  from  Cafifornia,  if  it  can  be  under- 
stood in  the  Senate  that  the  amnesty  bill  is  not 
to  get  the  go-bv  for  every  person  who  wants  to 
make  a  speech  upon  some  other  subject,  or 
introduce  some  other  proposition,  and  have  it 
informallv  loid  aside.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  it  will  be  laid  aside  for  nothing  until  it  is 
ended.  That  is  the  way  to  accomplish  busi- 
ness here.  While  I  am  anxious  to  take  up 
the  apportionment  biU.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  move  to  postpone  the  amnesty  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  it  op.  I  think  true  econ- 
omy requites  us  to  come  here  to-morrow,  take 
up  the  amnesty  bill  at  one  o'clock,  and  finish 
it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  COLE.  There  is  no  soch  npecial  rea- 
son, as  I  understand  it,  for  an  early  disposi- 
tion of  the  amnesty  biUj  aa  there  ia  for  prompt 


action  on  the  apportionment  bill.  The  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  J  suppose  are 
not  to  act  on  that,  nor  are  any  ether  bodies ; 
it  may  be  postponed  without  any  detriinent  to 
anybody ;  but  not  so  with  the  apportionment 
bill,  which  must  be  acted  upon  by  the  several 
States  where  the  apportionment  is  to  be  remade. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  that  there  are 
scleral  Senators  who  desire  to  speak  upon  the 
amnesty  bill,  as  I  understand  the  &cti  of  the 
case.  I  do  not  think  the  amnestv  bill  is  losing 
anything  by  being  folly  discussed  here,  nor  do 
I  think  the  amendment  proposed  by  my  col- 
league is  losing  anything  in  the  Senate  or  the 
country  by  being  discussed  here.  I  woeld  be 
glad  to  have  a  vote  upon  the  subject  to-mor- 
row 4  but  L  do  not  believe  we  can  get  one  if 
the  matter  is  pressed.  But  of  one  thing  I  am 
sure  {  that  we  can  afford  to  spend  three  or  four 
days  op  that  measnre  if  we  desire  to.  do  so  ; 
but  we  have  no  three  o^  four  days  to  spend  on 
the  apportionment  bill  that  has  just  come  to 
us  from  the  Cottunittee.on  the  Judiciary.  That 
bill  ought  to  be  settled,  and  it  ou^t  to  be 
settled  this  week,  h  will  be  several  days  be- 
fore it  will  become  a  law  anyway.  It  ought  to 
be  passed  for  the  sake  of  the  Legislatures  that 
are  now  sitting,  and  who  will  desure  to  adjourn 
soon. 

It  seems  to  me  ^e  best  thing  ter  do  ia  to  take 
up  to-morrow  the  apportionment  bill,  and  settle 
it  thii  week  if  we  can,  and  I  think  we  can  do  it. 
Then  take  uptheamoea^bill  on  Monday,  sued 
if  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  we 
can  get  through  it  on  Monday,  let  us  sit  it  out ; 
if  not,  sit  it  out  on  Tuesday  and  stand  by  the 
bill.  I  agree  with  the  general  doctrine  an- 
nounced here,  thiit  it  is  l^t  when  we  get  a  bill 
up  to  stand  by  itj  but  there  is  aa  absolute 
necessity  for  taking  op  the  appoHionment  bill. 
It  may  be  days  in  the  House,  if  we  amend  it, 
before  it  is  finallv  passed,  and  if  the  Legis- 
latures are  forced  to  a<\ioum,  owin^  to  onr 
dilatory  action,  without  districting  iheir  States, 
there  will  be  complaint  in  the  country,  and 
there  ought  to  be  complidat*  I  think  that 
stands  before  any  other  measure  we  have 
pending  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BOBBRTSON.  Ia  it  decided  by  the 
Chair  that  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Bhode  Island  is  in  order? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEB.  The  motion 
not  having  been  objected  to  at  the  proper  time, 
ia  now  heme  the  Senate* 

Mr,  ROBERTSON,  Then  I  appeal  to  the 
Senate  not  to  adjoiyrn  over  to  Monday,  but  to 
come  here  on  Fnda^,  and  if  need  be  on  Satur- 
day, until  this  question  is  decided*  I  hope  the 
motion  will  not  prevail. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is,  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-dsj  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  neit, 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  voted  for  a  sim- 
ilar motion  every  time  it  has  been  made  at  this 
session,  and  I  believe  e^ery  other  BesBioe,and 
have  made  it  frequently  myself,  and  I^  believe 
it  is  the  beat  way  to  dispatch  the  business  of 
the  Senate  understand mgly.  So  iiur  from  there 
being  no  necessity  for  committees  to  meet  to 
occupy  the  di^s  when  the  Senate  is  not  in  ses- 
sion, the  committees  do  meet.  The  Senate 
did  not  sit  last  Fridi^  and  did  qot  sit  last 
Saturday,  but  it  is  known  to  some  of  us  that 
we  were  on  committee  work  the  whole  of 
Friday  and  the  whole  of  Saturdav.  I  am  sure 
I  was.  So  far  from  escaping  labor  by  the 
adjournment  over,  I  labor  hmer  those  two 
days  than  anjr  two  days  of  the  week*  But  if 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  sf^s  that  it 
is  his  pcrpose  to  ask  the  Senate  to  sit  out  the 
amnes^  bill  to-morrow,  then  I  shall  vote 
against  adjourning  over  to  Monday,  if  it  is 
i|Ot  his  purpose  to  ask  the  Senate  to  set  out 
the  bill  to-morrow,  then  I  shall  vote  to  adjourn 
to  Monday. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  It  is  my  pi«^[>ose  to 
ask  the  Senate  to  sit  out  this  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    I  have  refrained  from 


takiog  any  part  id  the  amaeaty  debate,  think* 
ing  we  should  get  a  vote,  and  if  we  could  get 
a  vote  to-morrow  that  would  be  a  very  desira- 
ble thing ;  but  I  do  feel  a  special  interest  in 
the  apportionment  bill,  and  I  was  going  to 
move  ir  we  cannot  get  a  vote  on  the  amneslgr 
bill,  to  postpone  that  bill  and  take  up  the  ap- 
portionment bill.  The  Legislature  of  my  own 
State,  as  is  the  case  in  otht.r  States,  is  now  in 
session.  In  any  event  wt.  have  got  to  district 
the  State,  because  the  whole  State  ia  now  in 
one  district.  Our  constitutiou  liooits  the  term 
that  the  LegisUtore  can  stay  together.  They 
cannot  be  t(^ether  more  than  forty  di^. 
More  than  half  that  time  ia  out  now,  and  they 
have  not  yet  taken  up  the  apportion  oient 
qae^iOn  in  the  Legislature 

Mr.  COLE.  The  tia^  is  limited  in  n^ 
State  also. 

Mr  POMEROY.  Thec»  will  U,  I  think, 
reasonable  ground  of  complaint  against  us,  aa 
the  Senator  from  Massacnusetts  has  said,  if 
we  spend  our  time  d^  afler  day  and  week 
after  week  on  this  amnesty  bill  and  yet  take . 
no  vote  on  it  or  any  other.  If  the  amaeatv 
bill  caa  be  disposea  of  to-morrow,  I  am  will- 
ing to  stick  by  it :  if  not 

Mr;  RAMSEY,  Why  does  not  the  Senator 
now  move  to  postpone  the  amnesty  bill  Ibr  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  apportionmeat  bill? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  was  suggesting  that 
very  motion. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  Let  thi^t  bill  be  taken  up, 
and  the  question  of  adjoapningover  to  Mondi^ 
can  be  settled  afierward. 

Mr,  POMEROY.  I  should  like  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  one  question: 
whether  we  will  proceed  with  theamnesty  biU 
or  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  HAMILTON;  of  Maryland,  I  desire 
to  make  a  sugieestion.  May  we  not  name 
some  hour  tortnorrow,  sf^y  nine  o'clock  to- 
morrow night,  or  tee  o'clock  to-morrow  night, 
or  some  earlier  hour,  to  take  the  vote  on  tha 
amnesty  bill?  I  understand  certain  gentlemen 
desire  to  address  the  Seneie  on  that  question. 
We  might  name  an  hour  and  get  through  the 
bill  to  morrow.  If  an  hour  is  named,  acd  it  is 
certain  that  we  can  take  the  vote  on  the  bill 
and  the  amendments  at  a  particular  hour, 
there  can  be  no  difficulty^  I  will  say  eight 
o'clock  to-morrow,  [**Nor  "Nol'']  X  will 
say  six,  or  five  o'clock,  or  any  honr.ttbat  is 
satisftictorv.  ' ' 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Th^re  are  serer«l  Sena- 
tors who  dedire  to  address  the  Sena^on  that 
bill  who  will  not  coftsent  u>  such  an  arcange- 
meet. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  That  will 
give,  a  long  period  of  time  to  those  who  desire 
to  speak. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Thcjpe  ere  those  who  will 
not,  I  understand,  agree  to  take  the  vote  at  any 
particular  hour. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  hope  tiie  friends  uf 
the  bill  will  sit  it  out  to  morrow  night. ' 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  move  that  the  preaeot 
4n4  all  prior  orders  be  postponed,  and  that  we 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  known 
as  the  apportionment  bill. 
*  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  me- 
tiop  is  not  in  order,  aad  will  not  be  until  the 
pending  queet  ion  is  disposed  of.  The  pendittg 
question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
HUode  Island,  that  when  the  Senate  a^jonma 
to-d^y  it  adjouru  to  meet  oe  Monday  next, 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  would  like  to  know  if 
we  cfu>notpo8tpone  the  pending  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
thinks  not. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  It  is  impossible  to  take 
the  vote  ou  the  .amnesty  bill  to-moivow.  1 
think  I  a«i  more  anxious  than  any  other  Sen- 
ator here  to  have  that  vjte  taken  and  the  bill 
disposed  of;  but  we  ktmw  that  i^^n  are  a 
number  of  Senators  who  desire  to  apeak  upon 
it  and  who  f«M?ly  ought  to, be  aUowed  to  apeak 
upon  it.  There  has  been  none  of  that  debate 
upon  this  bill  which  wa«  intended  to  proloog 
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the  qu«etioa.  The  debate  has  %\l  heen  legiti- 
mate and  fair ;  and  it  is  not  exhaasted.  Now, 
if  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  undertakes 
to  press  the  bill  to  a  vote  to-morrow  night,  he 
will  6nd  himself  with  a  bare  quorum  here;  at 
least  he  will  not  find  the  Senate  as  full  as  he 
would  wish  it  to  be  when  the  Yote  is  taken. 
We  cannot  take  the  vote  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day  on  the  amnesty  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  (to  Mr.  Akthokt.)  With- 
draw your  motion  to  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    Why? 

Mr.  POMBROY.  So  that  we  may  take  the 
vote  now  on  the  auestion  of  postponing  the 
amnesty  bill  and  taking  up  the  a|^rtionment 
bill. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  do  that  if  I  can 
have  the  privilege  of  renewing  my  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  withdraws  his  motion,  the 

Sending  question  will  be  on  the  motion  of  the 
enator  from  South  Carolina,  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  amnesty  bill,  now  before 
the  Senate,  and  take  up  House  bill  No.  1060, 
on  the  same  subject 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  shall  not  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Let  me  inquire  whether 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  can  make 
that  motion?  He  can  make  a  motion  to  post- 
pone the  pending<order ;  and  when  the  Senate 
shall  have  affirmatively  voted  with  hinl  to  post- 
pone it,  then  it  will  be  wiihin  the  province  of 
the  Senate  to  take  up  any  question.  We  only 
need  an  affirmative  vote  to  postpone,  and  then 
if  any  Senator  oan  get  the  floor  and  move  to 
take  up  the  apportionment  bill,  he  has  a  riffht 
so  to  do.  A  motioq  to  postpone  and  a  motion 
to  take  up  do  not  go  together.  You  cannot 
make  them  in  one  motion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to 
postpone  the  pending  question  until  Monday 
next  at  one  o  clock,  and  make  it  the  special 
order  for  that  time,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the 
apportionment  bill  in  the  meantime? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  What  is  the  pending 
question — the  motion  to  adjourn  to  Monday  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  mean  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  the  motion  that  when  the  Sen- 
ate a<$ourn  to-day  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  thought  that  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  amnesty  bill  is  before 
the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  is  not  with- 
drawn, as  I  understand. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  told  it  is  not  in  order 
for  me  to  make  the  motion  I  wished  to  make. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  the  Senator  had 
made  that  motion,  I  would  have  said  **  let  this 
bill  be  made  the  special  order  fbr  Monday  at 
one  o*clock>" 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  did  not  hear  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Have  the  amnesty  bill  made 
the  special  order  for  Monday  atone  o^dock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Is  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  willing  to  do  that,  and  let  am- 
nesty go  over  to  Monday  at  one  o^ clock  ?  I 
think  we  might  as  well  do  it  in  the  temper  of 
the  Senate,  although  I  am  as  anxious  as  he  is 
to  dispose  of  the  amnesty  bill.  If,  however, 
the  Senator  from  South  CarolinA  will  consent 
to  allow  the  amnesty  bill  to  go  over  until  Mon- 
day, to  be  made  the  special  order  for  one 
o'clock  that  day,  I  will  then  ask  the  Senate 
to  take  up  the  apportionment  bill  and  proceed 
with  it  to-morrow,  and  see  if  we  cannot  get 
through  with  it  to-morrow.  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  great  debate  on  the*  appor- 
tionment bill. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  will  consent  to  that 
arrangement. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  hope  the  Senate, 
by  general  consent,  will  let  the  amnesty  biil 
be  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  at  one 


o'clock,  and  when  that  is  done,  I  will  move  to 
take  up  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS)  of  Kentucky.  If  the  honorable 
Sena^>r  from  South  Carolina  will  permit  me, 
I  will  make  one  suggestion  to  him.  if  he  wants 
to  get  his  amnesty  bill  acted*  upon  at  all,  he 
must  not  consent  to  its  being  suspended  one 
moment,  according  to  my  judgement;  he  must 
press  it  now,  and  until  the  Senate  finally  act 
upon  it.  He  sees  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  many 
Senators  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  to 
defeat  Uiat  bill  by  any  mode  of  tactics  that 
they  can  adopt  I  therefore  think  that  if  the 
Senate  is  disposed  to  pass  the  bill,  the  proper 
and  politic  temper  in  which  the  Senator  from 
SoutA  Carolina  ought  to  press  it,  is  to  press  it 
unceasingly  until  Um  Senate  is  brought  to  act 
finally  on  the  subject.  He  will  save  time  by 
it;  he  will  have  quite  as  certain  a  mode  of 
passing  the  bill  in  that  way  as  any  other,  and 
It  is  certainly,  according  to  my  experience  of 
proceedings  in  the  Senate,  an  economy  of 
time  when  the  Senate  takes  up  a  subject  to 
act  upon  it  until  they  finally  dispose  pf  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  assure  my  honorable 
friend  from  Kentucky  that  there  are  several 
Senators  who  are  absent,  or  will  be  absent 
to-morrow,  who  would  like  to  vote  for  the 
amnesty  bill,  and  who  will  be  here  on  Monday 
or  Tuesday  next  That  is  the  reason  I  consent 
to  the  postp'hnoment  until  Monday. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understand,  then,  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  withdraws  his 
motion  to  postpone,  in  order  to  take  up  another 
bill,  and  will  now  move  to  postpone  the  am- 
nesty bill  until  Monday  at  one  o'clock,  and 
make  it  the  special  order.     Is  that  the  motion  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  i  will  consent  to  that, 
provided  there  be  no  objection  to  making  the 
amnesty  bill  the  special  order  for  Monday. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  does  not 
make  that  motion,  I  make  it 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suppose  it  must  be  done, 
if  at  all,  by  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  it  be  done  by  unan- 
imous consent 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  give  notice 
that  if  the  Senate  is  not  inclined  to  dispose  of 
the  amnesty  bill — and  the  Senate  is  evidently 
not  disposed  to  sit  it  out — other  business  will 
be  brought  forward.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
debate  on  amnesty  has  already  exhausted 
itself.  Other  business  will  intervene,  and  there 
will  be  a  constant  struggle  fbr  the  floor.  I 
think  the  bill  represented  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  ought  to  be  passed  to-morrow,  but  I 
believe  that  if  the  amnesty  bill  is  laid  aside 
now  it  will  be  some  time  before  it  will  be 
reached  again. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  we  could,  by  una:i- 
imous  consent,  make  it  the  special  order  for 
one  o'clock  on  Monday,  I  think  the  Senate 
would  stand  by  that 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  can  be 
made  a  special  order  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  Senate.  The  bill  now  being  before  the 
Senate,  the  Senate,  by  a  two  thirds  vote,  can 
mdce  it  a  special  order  for  Monday  next 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  anybody  object 
to  that?    I  do  not  hear  any  objection. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  effect  of  it  is  what 
I'referred  to,  that  it  will  be  crowded  aside  by 
unfinished  business,  and  a  special  order  is  of 
no  account  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  it  is  worth 
something. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Vety  little. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  is  very  important  for 
many  considerations  that  the  apportionment 
bill  shall  be  passed  within  the  next  three  or 
four  days.  I  apprehend  that  it  will  require 
more  time  to  poss  that  bill  than  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  seems  to  think  will  be  required. 
The  immediate  passage  of  that  bill  is  import- 
ant There  is  other  business  the  dispatch  of 
which  is  practically  important  There  is  no 
practica!  importance  in  the  immediate  passage 
of  an  amnesty  bill.  WheUier  it  is  passed  now, 
or  ten  days,  or  twenty  days  hence  can  make 


bat  very  little  difference.  It  is  a  matter  of 
sentiment  and  of  ambition  more  than  anytki^ 
else.  There  is  but  very  little  practical  import- 
ance in  the  passMe  of  the  amnesty  bill  next 
week  or  twenty  days  hence,  it  will  be  im- 
posed of  during  the  session ;  there  issodoobt 
about  that  Why  should  it  be  so  peitiaacHMdj 
pressed  against  everything  else,  as  if  it  vas 
more  important  than'  everything  else  to  the 
country  that  the  disabili^ea  of  men  who  btve 
been  engaired  in  the  rebellion  shall  be  reKeredf 

Mr.  liOBBRTSON.  I  connder  tkb  biH 
all- important  to  a  great  portion  of  my  eoestit- 
uenCs,  and  there  are  a  great  maiiy  neo  dovn 
there  who  are  now  prepared  to  hold  oiee. 
I  have  their  letters  to-day,  and  I  will  ny,  if 
that  be  any  evidence  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
Government,  that  some  of  them  weiedected 
to  office  by  a  Radical  Legiskiture.  Tbor 
demands  are  pressing  on  me  to  get  thcrtr  dii* 
abilities  removed.  So  it  is  in  the  SCate  of 
Mississippi ;  there  are  numbers  of  State  oS- 
cers  who  cannot  qualify.  I  call  on  the  Sena- 
tors who  are  the  mends  of  amnesty  tostaodbf 
the  bill.  If  there  be  no  diapositioo  to  adjoua 
over  until  Monday,  let  oa  nt  it  out  to-aiom>v 
or  next  day. 

My  firiend  from  Ohio  iuttoMles  that  I  la 
not  disposed  to  press  ^e  bill.  I  am  wilKo; 
to  sit  it  out  to-night ;  I  am  willing  sever  to 
leave  the  Senate  Chamber  until  the  natter  ii 
disposed  of.  If  it  cannot  be  agreed  on  bj 
unanimous  consent  to  take  up  the  bill  at  ooe 
o'clock  on  Monday,  I  ask  Senators  to  lit  it 
out  to-night  But  I  ask  unanimous  coineot 
that  the  bill  be  laid  aside  until  Monday  at  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  undentMd 
that  there  is  any  objection  to  granthig  amQ* 
imous  consent  to  make  the  amnesty  hill  tbe 
special  order  for  one  o'clock  on  Monday,  iimI 
to  take  up  the  apportionment  bill  in  the  neaa 
time* 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tbe  Sesatoi 
from  South  Carolina  asks  uoanimooi  eooseiK 
that  the  amnesty  bill  be  postponed  asd  mtde 
the  special  order  for  Monday  at  one  o'cloei. 
Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  HILL  rose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  See- 
ator  from  Georgia  olnect? 

Mr.  HILli.    To  this  extent 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  theqoes- 
tfon  is  oh  the  motion  of  the  Senator  tron 
Rhode  Island,  that  when  the  Senate  adjourni 
to-day  it  be  to  Monday  next 

Mr,  HILL.  I  do  not  make  objection,  bat  I 
ask  leave  to  make  a  suggestion  by  ws/  of 
amendment  to  the  proposition ;  aoa  that  is, 
that  the  vote  shall  not  be  taken  until  Taesd^ 
because  it  is  known  that  there  will  be  tevtw 
Senators  here  on  that  day  who  cannot  ^^^ 
on  Monday.  I  wish  the  bill  taken  up  on  Mon- 
day, but  I  do  not,  as  a  friend  of  the  bill,  desire 
the  vote  to  be  taken  until  Tuesday.     ^     ^ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  does  not  objcfc:  to  the  bill  bein^ 

Sostponed  and  made  the  special  order  tor 
[onday  at  one  o'clock,  but  he  deaire«  « 
coupled  with  tbe  condition  that  the  final  »ow 
shall  not  be  taken  until  Tuesday,  u^^^ 
objection  to  the  proposition  iu  that  wjp®^ 
^*'No!"  "No!"J  The  Chair  heart  no  o'y^ 
tiQU ;  and  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  am- 
nesty bill,  with  the  peading  aroendmcot,  w 
postponed  until  Monday  next  at  one  o  docij 
and  that  the  Bnal  vote  upon  the  bill  shall  m 
be  taken  until  Tuesday.  ,_„,  r 

Mr.  CONKLING  and  Mr.  TBMBULL. 
Not  before  Tuesday?  .  .  ^ 

The  VICE   PRESIDENT.     Not  before 
Tuesday. 

PROPOSKO  ADJ09RNMBNT  TO  MOHDAT; 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  addressed  the  Obftif- 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     Tfif^Swtwr 

from  Rhode  Island  has  not  yet  ^^^Z^r 
motion,  that  when  the  Senate  w^ov^  '^''^ 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 


1672. 


THB  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


591 


Ifr.  TRUMBULL.  I  traM  the  SeDBtor 
will  not  pnM  that  matiBn  now,  bal  let  m 
iftke  up  the  apportionnent  bill,  so  tbat  it  will 
be  ID  ordw  U  ono  o'eloek  to-morrow  to  pr»- 
OMd  witk  it. 

The  VICE  PRSSIDENT.  Doe*  the  S«ii- 
ktoi  fcon  Rhode  IrIkiuI  ionit  on  hia  motion? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  W*  miKht  m  well  taka 
tfae  vote. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Thenlhopc  tWSeaato 
will  not  aireo  ia  the  Botioa. 

The  VICK  PRE6IDBMT.  The  qnsMioo 
recara  on  the  moiion  of  the  SMialor  fron  Ubod* 
IsJand,  that  when  the  Senate  adjoama  tc^lajr 
it  adjonra  to  meet  on  Uondn  neU. 

The  moliOD  wae  not  agreed  to ;  there  being, 
on  a  divieton— «7e«  2S,  noea  26. 

IP  FORT  ION  UK  NT  OF  ItSFBKSINTATim. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  moTs  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  conBideration  of  the  apportloD- 
meot  bill,  beiog  House  bill  No.  2ia. 

The  motioD  wai  agreed  to. 

mxBCDTivB  iBuoa. 

Mr.  SBESHAN.  I  now  more  tbat  (he 
Senate  proceed  to  the  coniideration  of  ezecn- 
ti*e  bDiineie. 

The  motleo  waa  ajfreed  to ;  and  after  nine- 
teen tniaatea  ipent  in  the  consideration  of 
execntiTe  bniinesi  the  doon  wen  reopened, 
knd  (at  fonr  o'clock  and  tfafrty'fonr  minntet 
p.  m.)  the  Senate  adjonmed. 


HOUSE  OF  KEPBBSBNTATIVE3. 
Thorsdat,  Jannmy  36,  18T3. 
The  HouM  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
bT  Rev.  J.  P.  NcwuiM,  D.  D.,  Chapbdn  of 


bTR< 

the  3 


The  Joamal  of  festertlaj  was  read  and 
appro  fed. 

EDDOATtONAL  fUHD. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  nonuDghoni  begina 
at  ten  miuntea  p«*t  twelve  o'clock,  and  the 
HouM  reeomee  ihe  oonaideration  of  the  bill 
(LL  R.  No.  lOU)  to  ealabliah  an  edoeatioDa] 
fnnd,  aad  to  applj  the  proceeda  of  the  public 
land*  to  the  education  of  the  people.  The 
gentleman  from  UaMaohuMtta  [Mr.  Hoak]  ie 
eotilled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  tba  «arlieM 
AmericMi  oonititntion  whiek  oOBlaina  «  bill 
of  righte  wa*  adopted  b;  Viipaia  on  die  30th 
daj  of  JoA*.  1716.  It  wae  laraelj  ioaptnd  bj 
Jeffereoo,  with  the  fire*  of  tko  Dedaraiioa  of 
IndepaMeiiae  Mill  bunting  iahcartaodbraia. 
It  ooutaim  this  aenteoce: 

"NofrnfloTwnmaat  or  the  bli«liitt  af  llbvrtT 
aac  bs  jmnmid  to  asr  »*o^U  bat  b^  a  btqiiMt 

Tliia  lentence  ii  repeated  in  the  conMitationa 
of  manv  of  the  other  original  Statea.  It  was 
copied  into  ihut  of  Masnachuaetta,  by  tfae  peu 
of  John  Adama.  Our  late  niae  and  venerable 
Chief  Justice  delighted  la  quote  it.  I  suppoae 
our  fatbere  meant  to  asaeri  that  it  wat  not  upon 
ibe  form  or  meehaniam  thai  tbey  were  contriv- 
ing, but  on  the  iJeaa  and  principlea  upon  which 
it  waa  baaed,  that  they  depouded  for  the  per- 
manence of  Uieir  work.  Foaseeaed  by  this  pri> 
found  truib,  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  iu  the  year  1870,  in  State  eon- 

"  That  tbe  aonraaDrpowar  bnna  In  the  poopla,  frea 
■cliooli  and  (iDerit  ednoatloD  *ra  swantial  ta  tood 
■Dnrnment  aud  tba  perpatutian  of  Iraa  inilitn. 


don 

hapa  be  ihown  b;  the  action  *f  the  polilical 
aiwnclat^s  of  these  gentlemm  in  rela^on  in 
ibia  meaaure.  PerlnpatheConneoiicHt Dem- 
ocrat* werelfdiODMartthia  fundamental  prin- 
ciple by  tlie  metnury  of  the  (itet  that  it  oni 
to  the  aiatevmen  of  Conneotient  largely  tbat 
tbia  countty  owea  the  admirable  division  of 
power  between  ibe  nation  and  iha  StBlpanpon 
snca  of  OOT  inatilutioai  and 
r  people  ao  largely  depend. 
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write  is  odIj  four  to  the  haodred,  the  number 
of  patent!  taken  oat  daring  the  last  year  was 
one  to  every  2,400  persons.  In  Conuecticat, 
where  the  number  who  cannot  read  and  write 
is  the  same,  the  number  of  patents  daring  the 
last  year  has  been  one  to  every  966  persons ; 
while  in  Arkansas,  where  the  number  of  persons 
who  cannot  read  and  write  is  sixteen  to  one  hun* 
dred,  the  number  of  i>atents  taken  out  is  ond 
to  every  87,267  of  the  inhabitants.  In  Florida, 
where  the  number  of  persons  who  cannot  read 
and  write  is  twenty-three  to  one  hundred,  the 
number  of  patents  taken  out  during  the  year 
was  one  to  every  81,291  persons ;  and  the 
same  general  principle  holds  good  through  the 
whole  United  States. 

So  that  education  protects  State  rights,  first, 
by  increasing  wealtn,  which  is  power ;  sec- 
ondly, by  distributing  wealth,  which  is  general 
power;  thirdly,  by  adding  twenty-five  per 
cent,  to  th^  earnings  of  the  laboring  classes, 
which  is  power  and  wealth  to  them;  ana 
fourthly,  by  increasing  the  ingenuity  and  me- 
chanical power  of  the  State,  which  is  wealth 
and  strength. 

Education  also  stimulates  the  wants  of  the 
educated  people,  and  develops  and  increases 
the  activi^  which  suppUes  themi  in  that  way, 
Also,  bringing  wealth  in  its  train. 

Education  promotes  in  the  State  understand- 
ing of  the  laws  of  trade  and  of  political  econ- 
omy, and  so  it  promotes  the  understanding  of 
the  laws  by  wnich  the  State  best  asserts  its 
rights.  In  a  word,  education  is  general  brain- 
power, with  which,  in  the  contest  of  political 
forces,  universally  in  the  eud  the  victory 
rests. 

Education  is  also  military  power.  The  best- 
educated  nations,  by  the  common  experience 
of  mankind,  are  the  strongest  in  war* 

EdaeatioB  is  power  of  diplomacy,  rendering 
the*  State  strongest  in  defending  itself  by  the 
arts  of  peace. 

Edncation  is  influence  over  other  men, 
which,  in  the  political  contests  in  this  coun- 
try, determines  the  political  power. 

On  the  other  hand,  ignorance  creates  weak- 
ness, creates  dependences  substitutes  blind 
and  iealous  hatred  for  self-respect  and  inde- 
penaeace. 

Now,  what  State  valaing  its  own  rights 
can  object  to  that  development  within  itself 
of  its  mental  and  moral  forces,  those  fonoee 
which  govern  the  world?  The^  habit  of  gov- 
erning himself,  which  grows  up  in  the  citi- 
zen with  education,  depends  on  his  mental 
and  moral  power.  And  the  habit  of  govern- 
ine  himself  in  the  citieen  brings  wiih  it  the 
babit  of  self  government  of  the  State  of  which 
lie  is  a  member.  The  habit  of  governing  him- 
self in  the  individual  also  restricts  and  diiuin- 
ishes  the  functions  and  the  necessity  of  gov- 
ernment. So  far  as  the  people  are  educated, 
just  so  far  the  functions  and  the  necessities 
of  government  recede  and  disappear,  •  thna 
rendering  unnecessary  the  appeals  to  the  cen- 
tral power  which  constitute  the  pretext  of  its 
injerference. 

Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  had  in  this 
Bouse,  within  thepast  week,  an  instance  of  an 
appeal  by  the  conflicting  and  turbulent  forces 
of  a  State  made  to  the  central  power,  as  to 
which  both  parties  in  this  House  concurred  both 
in  lamenting  it  and  in  conceding  that  it  was 
necessary.  Both  parties  in  this  House  agreed 
tliat  the  condition  of  the  governments  of  the 
South,  so  eloquently  depicted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [jMr.  YooaHBGii,]  and  the 
§(*ntleman  &om  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,]  was 
ae  to  the  fact  that,  in  reconstructing  those 
States,  you  had  based  their  governments  upon 
their  ignorance.  The  criticism  was  just,  in 
part.  Ton  did,  Kepublican  statesmen,  in 
reconstructing  those  States,  found  their  gov- 
ernments upon  their  ignorance.  You  could 
not  do  otherwise.  The  education  of  those 
States  had  proved  itself  unfit  to  govern.  Those 
States  had  proved  the  inexorable  truths  that 
tyranny  of  one  cU»s  over  another  is  bi^  and 


d^rading  to  both.  What  we  have  to  sty, 
however,  is  not  that  the  event  baa  shown 
that  ignorance  is  fitted  to  govern  the  St^te, 
bat  only  that  the  event  has  shown  that  the 
ignorant  slave  is  less  iigured  and  degraded 
by  the  relation  than  the  educated  tjrant 
The  mistake  you  made  was  thisi  that  you 
fiuled  to  see  that  the  power  to  establish  gov- 
ernment on  the  will  of  the  wbole  people,  which 
you  asserted,  was  in  the  nature  of  things  in^ 
separable  from  the  power  to  require  the  edn- 
cation of  the  whole  people.  And  the  Repub- 
lican statesmen  of  the  close  of  the  war  are 
only  to  be  reproached,  in  regard  to  their  deal- 
ing with  the  booth,  with  the  fact  that  this  truth 
dawned  slowly  on  their  minds,  or  that  they 
fiiiled  altogether  to  see  it  You  thought  if  yoo 
wrote  on  a  paper,  '^  Let  the  whole  people  gov- 
cam  ;*'  you  thought  if  you  wrote  on  parchment, 
'*Let  the  black  man  vote,"  and  staniped  it 
with  a  seal  and  put  it  away  in  the  archives  of 
the  State  Department,  and  had  it  proclaimed 
by  the  President,  you  had  done  tomethingk 
But  you  failed,  to  remember  that  the  Govern- 
ment iron  had  created  would  be  a  reproach  to 
the  principle  of  democracy  itself  unless  you 
added,  '*out  when  the  black  man  votes  he 
shall  have  secured  to  him  the  knowledge  how 
to  vote.''  You  thought  in  the  precedeats  of 
this  Qovemment  that  the  powers  of  the  national 
Oovernment,  and  the  distinction  between  them 
and  the  powers  of  the  States,  were  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  seeing  what  particular  machine  had 
be^  used  heretofore  in  their  accomplishment, 
and  not  by  kkoking  to  see  what  end  has  the 
national  Government  the  right  to  aooompUsh 
or  to  guaranty. 

But  your  offense  toward  the  South  is  light 
dompared  with  that  of  your  Democratie  oppo- 
nents. With  what  hatred>.what  bitter  and 
rekntiesa  hatred,  has  the  Democratie  party 
pursued  these  onhappy  States  of  the  South  I 
How  has  that' party  sought  to  fasten  upon  that 
beauiiful  and  unfortunate  section  of  our  land 
everything  that  degrades  mankind  I  Slavery, 
poverty,  crime,  disorder,  ignoraaee,  have  in 
turn  found  in  that  party  emcieat  and  aotive 
allies.  When  measures  to  redress  these  are  pro- 
posed in  Congreu,  Democracy  clamors  that 
Uiey  should  be  ie(k  to  the  Statea;  when  pro** 
posed  to  the  States,  it  clamors  that  tbej  should 
be  led  to  counties  or  localities.  In  the  oonaly 
or  lioeality  they  are  leii  by  that  party  to  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan,  who  barn  the  school-hoose 
and  murder  or  whip  the  teacher.  Look  at 
Tennessee  to-day,  under  the  rale  of  that  parljs 
with  a  school  system  in  bat  twenty-two  or 
Iwen^-three  out  of  iunety-<one  coanties,  and 
the  soheol  system,  although  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  the  people,  not  aotually  put  m  foree  in  all 
those.  In  that  State,  Mr.  Speaker^!  have  it 
from  the  most  trustworthy  information-Hhere 
can  be  found  oounty  after  county  in  which 
thejre  haa  not  been  a  ehild  at  school  for  twelve 
months,  and  will  not  be  a  ehild  at  school  £br 
twelve  months  to  oome. 

Xhe  gentleman  from  Kentacky  [Mr.  Beoe] 
the  other  dav  spoke  eloqaently  aM  reproach- 
fully of  the  debt  which  he  satd  had  been  piled 
u|)  in  the  southern  States  vnder  Bepohlican 
misrule.  It  is  doubtless  a  great  wrong  waste- 
folly  to  impose  a  burden  of  debt  en  the  ener- 
gies of  a  State,  but  how  trifting  compared 
with  crushing  out  the  intellect  of  a  people  by 
ignorance.  I  think  I  could  refer  that  gentle- 
man to  a  State  where  the  Democratic  rule  has 
been  uniatermpted  for  years.  Throughout  all 
the  period  of  the  war,  tbroaghout  all  the 
period  of  reconstruction,  the  Democratic  rule 
in  Ken  tuck  V  has  been  undisturbed.  Now,  in 
Kentucky  there  is  a  white  native  population 
of  1,085,000.    Of  these  there  are,  over  ten 

J  ears  of  age,  724,742;  and  of  that  number— 
speak  now  of  the  white  native  popalatioo, 
not  the  colored — there  cannot  read  or  write 
193^846 — native  whites  over  the  age  of  ten 
years. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  taking  the  census  thciy 
take  tae  statement  of  the  man  inquired  of 


whether  he  can  read  and  write.  In  a  kige 
number  of  instances  the  pride  of  the  igooiaet 
person  leads  to  a  false  answer.  In  all  ioatanees 
a  person  who  oan  barely  write  his  name  or 
recognize  a  few  characters  makes  tbe  ekim. 
It  is  a  well-aettled  fact  in  educational  atatietict, 
never  dispated,  that  at  least  thirty  per  eencL 
should  be  added  to  that  census  number  to  get 
at  the  actual  number  of  those  who  are  pnacli- 
oally  illiterate  for  all  purposes  of  acquiring 
information  by  readings  or  nsiag  writing  aa  a 
means  of  eommunieating  with  ethers.  Ad^ng 
that  thirty  per  oeat.  you  have  251,i^99 — note 
than  one  third  of  the  entire  white  native  poan- 
lation  of  Keatoeky,  who  are  practirmHy  illit- 
erate. 

Mr.  BECK.  Where  does  ^e  gentiemaa  cat 
bis  information  7 

Mr.  HOAR.     From  the  censua. 

Mr.  BEOK.  The  census,  taken  bj  fidlows 
who  tried  to  make  tbe  showing  as  bad  as  poe- 
siblel  And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that 
nearly  every  one  of  those  men  who  cannot 
read  or  write,  naderstands  and  practices  the 
Constitution  better  than  the  gentieman  hissneill 

Mr.  HOAR,  if  that  be  true,  what  admira- 
ble citizens  they  will  make  if  they  are  only 
educated.  Now^  Mr.  St»eaker,  that  State  has 
turned  out  of  office,  within  a  jear,  its  Doao- 
oralic  superintendent  of  schools,  simply  be- 
cause his  heart  was  too  great  for  his  Donoc* 
racy,  and  he  urged  measures  of  relief;  that 
State  makes  no  provision  at  all  for  the 
education  of  its  colored  youth;  andyetges- 
tlemen  ceme  here  and  talk  aboot  a  few  mifiion 
dollars  of  debt*  while  at  the  aaaoe  time 
they  advocate  a  policy  which  crushes  to  the 
earth  in  ignorance,  and  which  means  to  ke^ 
crushed  to  the  earth  under  the  feet  of  a  few 
powerful  and  ambitious  white  men,  this  mass 
of  American  soufs. 

Mr.  Speaker,  education  is  the  great  means 
of  presorving  State  lights,  because  it  secures 
nlso  vitality  throughout  the  entire  body  of 
members,  of  the  oommuni^.  An  ignoraat 
nation  will  have  its  brain  educated  at  the 
center  ^  and  the  oeater  of  power  will  be  also 
the  oenter  of  intelligence  and  the  center  of 
life.  An  edacated  nation  has  the  intelligence, 
the  power,  the  nerve,  pervading  and  perme- 
ating the  whole,  extending  ta  the  entire  ex- 
tremities. 

Universal  edoeatton,  too,  more  than  all  other 
agencies,  produces  the  habit  of  exerosing 
pNolitioal  functions  in  large  numbers  of  men. 
The  citizen  who  understands  the  history,  the 
politics,  the  interests  of  the  State^  honorably 
aspires  to  take  his  share  in  turn  in  its  adminie- 
tration ;  and  you  have  in  every  State  where 
the  people  are  universally  educated  lai^  nusa- 
hers  of  persons  fit  for  and  aspiring  to  hold 
political  office.  Now,  what  is  the  effect  of 
that?  Why,  in  every  State  where  that  exists 
you  have  one  hundred  men  exercising  State 
for  overy  one  that  exercises  nations!  func- 
tions. City  officers,  county  officers,  school 
district  officers,  members  and  officers  of  the 
State  Legislature,  outnumber  as  one  hundred 
to  one  the  national  officers;  that  is,  persons 
charged  with  national  political  power.  What 
Is  the  result?  You  have  these  men  dose  to 
the  people,  carrying  on  their  political  func- 
tions among  the  people,  constantly  in  contact 
with  them,  seeking  all  the  time  to  promote 
the  dignity,  the  importance,  and  the  ^wer  of 
the  State  offices  which  they  hold  aniost  men 
removed  from  the  people  here  in  Washingtea 
at  a  distance  seeking  the  dignitv  and  import- 
ance of  the  nhtioMU  office.  Under  a  Wtem 
of  universal  education  all  the  powera  and  foroes 
are  centrifugal  and  not  centripetal. 

Now,  I  aMC  the  consideration  of  members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  whother  in  the  ioi- 
mediate  Ibture,  in  the  disturbed  and  angry 
period  which  possibly  msfy  be  apon  ns^  they 
prefer  to  trust  to  oonstitutioaal  reairaint  to 
protect  the  rights  of  their  States  which  Ih^ 
value,  or  whether  they  willc  trast  the  protee^ 
tion  of  those  rights  to  the  powera  which  eduea- 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


593 


tion  plants  in  tbe  heart,  in  the  brain,  in  the 
conscience  of  the  entire  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stadied  from  youth  up 
this  admirable  diTision  of  powers  between  the 
States  and  the  nation.     I  have  had  some  per- 
sonal reasons  to  inform  myself  of  the  history 
of  its  introduction,  and  to  be  proad  of  the 
statesmen  to  whom,  by  the  declaration  of  one 
of  tbe  ablest  of  southern  statesmen,  that  feature 
of  our  Gonstitatton  is  largely  doe      I  declare 
with  a  dear  conscience  that  1  believe  the  sup- 
port of  a  system  of  free,  universal  education, 
by  the  Democratic  party  of  this  House,  and 
by  their  influence  in  the  States  which  they 
control  in  the  country,  would  remove  forever 
and  at  once  all  possibility  of  the  encroachments 
of  the  national  Qovernraent  which  they  pre- 
tend to  fear.    If  yonr  constituents  understand 
their  rights,  if  they  have  the  education  which 
enables  them  to  explain  and  assert  them,  if 
they  have  the  wealth  of  inventive  power,  the 
power  of  earning  large  wages  which  education 
Drings,  the  strength  in  war,   the  wealth   in 
peace,  the  power  over  the  reason  of  other  men ; 
if  tber  have  the  habit  of  wielding  State  pow- 
ers which  knowledge  brings,  are  you  afraid 
that  any  central  power  wielded  ^ve  hundred 
or  one  thousand  miles  awisy  will  ever  deprive 
these  men  of  their  cherished  rights? 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  seeks  this  end, 
avoiding  carefully  all  exercise  of  power  which 
may  seem  to  any  person  at  all  questionable. 
The  principle  upon  which  it  is  based  has  been 
eloquently  stated  by  the  able  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Pbroe,]  the  chairman  of  the 
Commiitec  on  Education  and  Labor,  and  I 
only  repeat  this  idea,  which  is  his,  in  order 
that  my  own  statement  of  the  bill  may  be  com* 
plete.  It  is  based  upon  this  priaciple,  deeply 
seated  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people, 
that  the  pnblio  lands  of  the  nation  are  the  pat- 
rimony of  the  people.  Every  laboring  man 
who  looka  anxiously  forward  to  the  future, 
who  thinks  what  the  future  has  in  store  for 
himself  or  his  children,  comforts  himself  with 
the  knowledge  that  there  is  in  the  \Test,  in 
tbe  Northwest,  with  stimulant  climate  and 
fertile  soil,  with  infinite  coal  and  iron  below, 
and  infinite  corn-fields  above,  a  vast  region 
where  his  children  and  his  children's  children 
may  have  for  tliemselves  a  home  and  a  fV-ee- 
hold.  These  two  ideas  are  inseparably  asso- 
ciated: the  dignity  of  American  labor,  and  the 


value  of  American  territory.  Now,  sir,  as  we 
are  from  time  to  time  disposing  of  these  vast 
lands,  there  is  danger  that  this  vast  patrimony 
of  the  people  will  be  frittered  away.  They  are 
not  wasted,  of  course,  when  they  go  for  the 
homestead  of  the  settler.  We  propose  that  the 
proceeds  of  those  lands  shall  be,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  forever 
consecrated  to  the  education  of  the  people. 
When  long  after  those  lands  are  covered  with 
wealthy,  populous,  free,  intelligent  States,  this 
fund,  which  vonr  wisdom  has  set  apart  for  that 
purpose,  will  be  increasing  and  growing — a 
fountain  of  perpetual  wealth  and  a  fountain 
of  perpetual  liberty  to  your  children. 

That  is  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  it  is  in 
the  line  of  the  precedents.  This  very  policy 
wasrecommended  by  the  first  three  Presidents 
of  the  United  States — Washington,  Adams, 
and  Jefferson.  When  Virginia  ceded,  in  1787, 
to  the  Government  of  the  nation  her' vast  ter- 
ritories of  the  Northwest,  she  did  it  upon  this 
condition:  "Schools'* — and  this  is  the  con- 
dition on  which  you  hold  the  lands — "schools 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  be  forever 
encouraged.**  So  this  bill  but  seeks  to  affirm 
the  general  policy,  the  policy  declared  by  the 
fathers  of  Democracy,  in  Virginia,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  first  three  Presidents.  From 
1808,  in  the  time  of  Jefferson,  by  more  than 
thirty  different  acts,  grants  of  the  public  lands 
have  been  made  to  the  States,  through  every 
President  from  Jefferson  to  Johnson,  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  and  always  on  condi- 
tions no  Htricter  than  those  imposed  by  this  bill. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Randall]  yesterday  that  this  was 
an  immature  bill.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  framing 
this  bill  the  superintendents  of  education  in 
nearly  every  State  in  the  Union,  I  think, 
were  consulted.  The  able  agent  of  the  Pea- 
body  fund.  Dr.  Sears,  the  highest  authority 
on  this  special  question  who  can  be  found  in 
this  country,  having  been  consulted,  in  a  letter 
to  me,  after  giving  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
details,  says  to  me  :  "The  bill  is  a  most  ad- 
mirable one.'*  No  measure  has  come,  no 
measure  can  come  before  this  House,  which 
has  been  a  subject  of  more  careful,  anxious, 
conscientious  study,  than  the  bill  which  is  now 
nnder  consideration. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  spend  a  little 
time  in  pointing  out  to  the  House  the  necessity 


for  immediate  action.  The  grand  aggregate  illit- 
eracy of  this  country  is  6,660,000  persons  over 
tbe  age  of  ten  years  who  are  unable  to  read 
and  write,  and  this  is  to  be  compared  with  the 
population,  you  will  recollect,  over  ten  years 
of  age,  which  is  about  27,000,000;  so  that  out 
of  27,000,000  of  people  in  this  country,  over 
ten  years  of  age,  6,660,000,  according  to  the 
census,  are  illiterate.  And  adding  to  that  thirty 
per  pent.,  for  the  reason  I  have  before  stated, 
there  are  out  of  27,000,000  of  a  population, 
over  ten  years  of  age,  7,868,096  who  weip,  for 
all  purposes  of  acquiring  or  communicating 
information,  without  the  capacity  either  to  read 
or  write — more  than  a  quarter  of  the  entire 
number. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  you  see  where  that 
illiterucy  is  found  heaped  u^>,  you  will  be  still 
more  impressed  with  the  immense  political 
importance  of  this  question.  In  the  States 
known  as  the  South,  the  old  slaveholding 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
aggregate  population  was  14,000.000.  They 
are  to  elect,  according  to  the  apportionment 
bill  adopted  by  this  Hou^e,  one  hundred 
and  two  Representatives  and  thirty  Senators. 
Their  illiterates  over  ten  years  of  age  are  as 
follows:  native,  4,117,680;  fortizn,  72,383; 
making  a  total  of  4.189,972.  And  the  prospect 
for  the  fiiture  is  even  darker  than  the  condition 
of  the  present.  Of"  those  between  ten  and  fif- 
teen years  old,  there  are  920,432 ;  and  between 
fifteen  and  twenty-one  year^  of  age,  777,712. 
So  that  of  the  2,000,000  ignorant  persons  in 
this  country,  between  ten  and  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  this  vast  nuntber  (1,700,000)  is  in  the 
southern  division,  and  is  almost  wholly  native 
born.  From  the  whole  totalfdeduciing  thirty 
per  cent,  for  those  under  ten  years  old,  the 
population  of  tbe  southern  States  above  ten 
years  old  was  9,806,621.  The  total  illiteracy 
over  ten  years  of  age  was  4,189,972.  To  that 
should  be  added  thirty  per  cent.,  making 
5,446,963  persons.  So  that  of  9,800,000  in  this 
section  of  the  country  there  are  6,400,000,  or 
more  than  half,  practically  illiterate,  electing 
in  this  Government,  as  I  said  before,  thirty- 
two  Senators  and  one  hundred  and  two  Rep- 
resentatives;  and  that  is  a  growing  and 
increasing  evil. 

I  add  some  comparative  statements  of  the 
condition  of  some  of  the  States  &g  shown  by 
the  last  census : 


Statss. 


MaMSchusetts 

New  llampthire 

Delaware ».... 

Maryland 

North  Carolina 

Hfmth  Carolina.. 

Florida ., 

Kentucky ~ 

Alabama. -.«. 

•  ?^**U^w'' *©•••••••••••••••••••••••  •••••• 

tf4«aDs^Q4|ipi  ••••••■•••«•  •««•••«•••••••« 

Neir  Mexico «... 

Georsia ^ 


PopalatioD, 

1870. 


1.457,851 
318,300 
125.<U5 
78a,894 

1,071,361 
705.606 
187.748 

1.321.011 
990,992 

1.268,520 

827.922 

91.874 

1,184,109 


Native  illit- 
erate. 


7.913 
1.992 

20.631 
126,907 
397,573 
289.728 

71.235 
324.945 
382.142 
362,955 
312,483 

49.311 
467,503 


Foreifn 
illiterate. 


89,830 

7,934 

2.469 

8,562 

117 

658 

568 

7,231 

870 

1,742 

827 

2,909 

1,090 


White  native 
illiterate. 


6,746 

1.897 

8,811 

3!J,200 

191,844 

54,514 

18.336 

193,846 

91,189 

1T6.985 

47.201 

48.224 

123,845 


Colored 
illiterate. 


2.148 

95 

11,820 

88.703 

208.032 

235.164 

52,894 

131.050 

290,898 

185,941 

264.723 

116 

343.641 


Illiterate 

minors  from 

IV  to  15. 


4.418 

840 

3.663 

21,672 

145.443 

54.479 

12.786 

82,724 

71,236 

70,510 

61,378 

9.432 

101.114 


Illiterate 

minord  from 

15  to  21. 


7.630 

1.430 

8.435 

21.452 

76.716 

56,707 

14,678 

61.686 

73.930 

68,445 

60.237 

9.708 

92.120 


White  native 
popalation. 


1.090.843 

288,117 

98.101 


1.035.346 


Total  illiter- 
ate minon. 


12.048 

2,270 

7,098 

43.024 

222J59 

111,186 

27,464 

144.4H) 

145.166 

138,955 

121,615 

19,140 

193.234 


Some  gentleman  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress— I  think  it  was  the  gentleman  from  Del' 
aware,  [  Mr.  Bioos,  ]  or  it  may  have  been  tbe  gen- 
leman  from  Illinois  FMr.  McNbelt] — called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts contained  97,000  illiterate  persons; 
but  the  census  shows  that  of  these  97,000 
illiterate  persons  all  but  7,912  are  foreigners, 
and  of  those  7,012  natives,  2,200  were  col- 
ored persons  who  have  come  on  there  from  the 
Bouth ;  making  the  white  native  popnlation  of 
Massachusetts,  out  of  a  population  of  nearly 
1,600,000,  only  6.746. 

Now,  if  yon  will  allow  of  those  the  persons 
^ho  are  the  children  of  foreign  parents,  who 
Are  born  on  American  soil,  many  of  whom 
su>Ta  in  from  other  States,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  Si^y^-and  that  is  true  of  other  New  England 
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States — that  illiteracy  among  the  children  of 
native  parents  is  there  practically  unknown. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  The  statement  which  I 
made  last  year,  and  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  has  referred, 
was  that  the  illiteracy  of  native  whites  in 
Massachusetts  had  increased  between  1850 
and  1660.  The  statement  was  made  before  the 
census  of  1870  was  published. 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  present  census  distin- 
guishes carefully  between  the  native  and  for- 
eign and  between  the  white  and  colored,  and 
it  shows  the  result  I  have  stated ;  and  still  in 
Massachusetts  we  appropriate  to-day  for  the 
needs  of  the  future  twenty  dollars  for  every 
child  of  school-age.  Now,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  out  of  a  population  of  125,000, 
there  are  8,811  white  native  illiterates;   in 


the  States  of  Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  and 
some  others,  a  still  larger  proportion. 

Now,  I  say  this  not  by  way  of  boasting,  not 
by  way  of  tannt  at  all. «  I  do  not  wish  to  stand 
np  here  and  say  that  in  any  other  American 
State  there  is  either  ignorance  or  vice  or  any- 
thing else  which  degrades  mankind.  I  feel, 
as  an  American,  an  interest  in  my  whole  coun- 
try, and  all  that  I  desire  to  do  is  to  ask' those 
^ntlemen  whose  States,  perhaps  from  no- 
body's fault,  are  unfortunately  in  this  condi- 
tion now — all  those  persons  having  the  right 
to  vote  and  take  part  in  the  government  of 
the  State  and  of  the  country  in  the  future — to 
look  these  facts  in  the  face,  which  perhaps 
they  themselves  have  not  considered,  and  to 
join  in  this  attempt  in  some  measure  and  some 
degree  to  remedy  that  evil. 
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In  the  Territories,  where  new  States  are 
growing  up)  the  condition  of  things  is  most 
alarming.  Of  the  number  under  the  exclu- 
sive control  of  Congress,  be>n£  819,462,  only 
42,559  are  in  school,  (n  New  Mexico,  in  1856, 
on  the  question  of  adopting  a  law  for  establish- 
ing school  svstems,  the  vote  stood  37  for«  to  5,016 
against.  The  population  is  now  98,874,  and 
there  'is  not  a  public  school  in  the  Territory. 

It  is  expected  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands 
will  not  fall  far  short  of  $1,000,000  per  annum. 
Now,  this  may  be  considered  to  be  a  little 
mattet,  but  the  experience  of  all  education 
shows  that  a  very  slight  external  stimulus 
held  out  to  the  people  will  stimulate  them  to 
large  efforts  of  tneir  own.  The  school  funds 
in  many  of  the  States  have  been  trifling,  but 
they  have  stimulated  and  built  up  education. 
The  Peabody  fund,  distributing  but  $100,000 
a  year  in  the  different  States,  has  stimulated 
the  raising  of  $500,000  of  private  voluntary 
effort,  in  consequence  of  the  stimulus  which 
that  fund  held  out. 

Now,  for  myself,  if  I  could  see  this  measure 
or  some  better  one  adopted,  and  see  it  secure, 
through  the  entire  limits  of  my  country,  edu- 
cation to  the  whole  people,  I  for  one  would 
be  contented,  not  only  to  go  into  obscurity,  as 
1  shall  soon  do,  but  I  would  be  contented  that 
the  wand  of  power  might  be  held  by  mv  politi- 
cal opponents  for  a  century.  With  that  one 
safeguard,  every  other  is  needless ;  without  that 
one  safeguard,  every  other  is  useless  and  impo- 
tent. Upon  the  fate  of  the  common  f  chools 
bangs  the  fate  of  America.  No  democracy 
ever  lasted  long,  no  republic  was  ever  built  up 
strong  from  the  foundation,  no  republic  ever 
laid  its  foundations  below  the  frosts,  that  did 
not  dig  down  to  the  hard-pan,  to  the  rock,  to 
the  granite  of  universal  public  education.  I 
would  write  over  the  doors,  not  of  the  college, 
not  of  the  cathedral  or  the  academy,  but  over 
the  doors  of  the  common  school  house,  Ucbc 
dattitra  cum  patria  stantque  caduntqite  simtd. 
So  long  aa  live  these  schools  America  shall 
live;  and  they  shall  perish  together.  "The 
learning  of  the  few  is  despotism ;  the  learning 
of  Ihe  multitude  is  liberty;  and  intelligent 
and  principled  liberty  is  fame,  wealth,  wisdom, 
and  power.'* 

Mr.  BURCHARD.  In  my  judgment,  no 
more  important  question  is  presented  to  Con- 
gress than  the  one  now  before  the  House.  The 
policy  proposed  by  this  bill  is  one  not  only 
beneficent  in  its  present  operation,  but  in  the 
far-reaching  future.  It  proposes  to  dispose  of, 
for  all  time,  the  proceeos  of  the  public  lands 
for  educational  purposes.  We  have  heretofore 
made  large  grants  of  the  public  lands  for  in- 
ternal improvements,  for  colleges,  and  for  agri- 
cultural schools.  It  is  proposed  now  to  devote 
the  proceeds  ef  the  public  lands  as  a  fund  for 
education,  and  the  maintenance  of  free  schools 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  ^wo  questions  which  we  have  to  con- 
sider are,  have  we  the  constitutional  power,  and 
is  it  expedient  for  us  to  do  this  ?  I  propose  in  the 
few  minutes  lefl  of  the  morning  hour  to  address 
myself  to  those  questions,  because  I  have  not 
time  to  consider  any  others. 

The  power  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not 
suppose  will  be  quesiioned  by  any  one.  There 
is  an  explicit  grant  of  power.  In  tfie  third  sec* 
tion  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  Congress  is  expressly  empow- 
ered to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
Under  that  or  some  other  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution we  have  already  disposed  of  one  third 
of  the  public  domain.  Ihe  title  to  six  hundred 
million  acres,  or  nearly  that  amount,  has  been 
conveyed  away,  for  only  one  hundred  and  sixty 
million  acres  of  which  have  we  received  an 
equivalent.  Three  fourths  of  the  amount  dis- 
posed of  have  been  granted  either  in  aid  of 
iiiternal  improvements,  or  for  bounties  to  sol* 
diert,  or  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  educa- 


tion and  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
universities,  and  agricultural  colleges.  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  proposed  disposition  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  pubbc  lands  for  educational 
purposes  must  be  conceded)  and  unless  some 
specific  point  be  made  that  we  have  no  con- 
stitutional power.  I  do  not  propose  to  ad- 
dress myself  further  to  that  question.  The 
letter  of  the  instrument  itself,  and  the  unques- 
tioned legislation  of  Congress  since  the  on^an- 
ization  ot  the  Government,  in  disposing  of  the 
public  domain,  are  sufficient  warrant  for  our 
action. 

But  is  it  expedient?  What  better  use  can  be 
made  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  than  to  appropriate  them  sacredly, 
or,  in  the  language  of  this  bill^  ** consecrate'' 
them,  if  legislation  can  do  this,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education?.  It  is  proposed  to  aid 
those  States  and  school  districts  that  are  will- 
ing to  use  the  amount  contributed  in  the  main- 
tenance of  free  common  schools.  It  is  a  plan 
already  tried  and  approved,  under  which  free 
schools  have  been  permanently  established  in 
many  of  the  northern  States — in  Massachusetts, 
in  Illinois,  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  other  States — 
where  a  general  State  tax  was  imposed  upon 
the  people  of  the  State,  and  the  proceeds  of 
that  tax  donated,  or  apportioned,  rather,  to 
such  schools  as  should  oe  kept  up  for  three 
or  six  months.  That  is  the  system  by  which 
free  schoolsw  ere  established  in  southern  Illi- 
nois and  in  northern  Illinois,  where  the  free- 
school  system  did  not  prevail  prior  to  1856. 

I  have  one  objection  to  the  bill ;  it  does 
not  go  far  enough  in  its  immediate  benefits. 
Instead  of  creating  an  educational  fund  with 
one  half,  and  appropriating  annually  the  in- 
terest on  the  other  half  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  the  bill  ought  to 
appropriate  for  immediate  use  in  each  year 
the  whole  amount  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  each  preced- 
ing year.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands 
have  from  year  to  jear  averaged  some  two  or 
two  and  a  half  million  dollars,  the  expenses 
being  nearly  half  a  million.  The  amount 
each  year  to  be  apportioned  will  be  only 
$2,000,000.  Illinois,  with  two  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  inhabitants,  would  receive  one 
sixteenth  of  the  amount,  ($125,000,)  which, 
apportioned  to  its  eleven  thousand  school  dis- 
tricts, would  give  to  each  less  than  twelve 
dollars  apiece.  A  State  like  Tennessee,  for 
instance,  will  receive  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  if  the  whole  proceeds  are 
annually  appropriated.  If  this  amount  is 
apportionea  to  each  school  district  that  main- 
tains a  free  school  for  three  months,  the  aid 
to  each  from  the  General  Government  would 
not  equal  twelve  dollars  a  year,  and  would  not 
suffice  to  hire  a  teacher  for  four  weeks.  If 
half  of  the  amount  derived  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  and  the  interest  on  the 
remainder  only  is  annually  appropriated,  the 
amount  contributed  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment would  only  supply  a  teacher  for  two 
weeks  in  the  course  of  the  year.  In  Illinois 
the  average  annual  expenditure  in  each  school 
district  is  $600  per  year,  and  it  is  higher  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  ratio  of  contribution  under  this  bill  to 
the  necessary  expenditures  is  too  small.  The 
amount,  therefore,  which  we  propose  to  appro- 
priate, it  seems  to  me,  is  hardly  sufficient  if 
we  restrict  the  donation  to  one  half  of  the 
amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land.  A 
district  would  not  be  induced  to  make  the 
necessary  expenditure  for  school-houses  and 
balance  of  teachers'  salary,  amounting  to 
from  one  hundred  to  several  hundred  dollars, 
to  gain  six  dollars,  while  double  that  amount 
might  be  deemed  a  consideration.  Then, 
again,  we  need  that  amount  immediately.  It 
is  needed  to  help  establish  our  schools,  rather 
than  continue  those  already  in  existence. 

In  no  State  where  free  schools  have  once  bee* 
established  is  there  danger  that  the  system  will 


be  overturned.  In  Massachusetts,  for  ioattsee, 
would  any  legislator  dare  to  rise  and  insict 
upon  repealing  the  school  law?  I  ask  oy 
colleagues  from  Illinois,  who  honor  me  with 
their  attention,  if  they  would  conseot  to  the 
repeal  of  the  school  law  of  that  State,  where 
there  is  a  school  system  which  will  comptre 
with  any  school  system  in  any  country  io  the 
world?  Let  the  southern  States,  which  are 
now  without  free  schools  or  a  free-school  ija- 
tem,  once  have  that  system  fully  established, 
and  no  legislator  there  will  rise  and  move  to 
repeal  the  provision.  Let  us,  then,  appropriate 
for  this  purpose  all  of  this  fund  as  Ust  u 
received. 

I  hope  that  the  gentleman  who  has  charge 
of  this  bill,  before  be  moves  the  previotu  quet- 
tion,  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  recomnit, 
and  submit  it  to  the  House  for  fall  cooside^ 
ation  in  all  its  details. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  Democratic  party 
or  the  gentlemen  in  thia  House  who  bebu( 
to  the  Democratic  party  are  opposed  to  a  bul 
to  promote  education.  The  gentleman  froa 
Inmana  who  addressed  the  House  the  other 
day,  in  characterizing  the  state  of  society  at 
the  South,  said  that  the  Republican  part^  bad 
made  the  mistake  of  placing  the  pyramid  of 
government  there  upon  its  apex  rather  than 
upon  its  base.  The  defect  of  the  reconstmc- 
tion  law  may  be  that  it  was  based  upon  uni- 
versal  instead  of  intelligent  suffrage.  It  ii 
not  proposed,  and  it  is  too  late  to  cbaofe  or 
restrict  the  elective  franchise.  What,  then, 
in  this  respect  shaH  we  do  ?  If  we  have  placed 
the  pyramid  upon  its  apex,  let  us  fill  uoder, 
widen,  and  support  it  as  it  stands,  rather  thao, 
attempting  to  reverse  and  overturn  the  pyra- 
mid, overwhelm  ourselves  and  all  conceroed 
in  irretrievable  ruin.  This  can  be  dose  br 
difiiisin^  education  through  the  South,  aod 
by  passing  such  measures  as  will  gives  lysiein 
of  free  education  to  aU  the  people  of  the 
southern  States. 

There  are  some  of  the  details  of  this  bill 
which  I  would  prefer  to  have  modified.  I 
introduced  during  the  first  session  of  this  Coo- 
gress  a  bill  similar  to  one  I  had  preseotedioa 
previous  Congress,  dififering  from  this  prioci- 
pally  in  the  fiact  that  it  proposed  to  appropriate 
urom  year  to  year  for  edocational  porpoitf  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  laadi. 
There  are  some  poiats  presented  by  this  biil 
which  perhaps  some  gentleman  might  desire 
to  have  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
For  instance,  some  members  from  the  nev 
States,  those  that  have  lately  been  Tenitoriei, 
believe  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  may 
operate  to  deprive  a  new  State  of  the  five  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  laodi 
within  the  State  always  granted  to  it  upon  lU 
admission  for  educational  purposes.  I  do  not 
think  this  bill  would  conflict  with  that  provis- 
ion, but  I  would  like  to  have  the  question  more 
fully  discussed. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Garfibld,]  chairman  of  the  Committ^ 
on  Appropriations,  claims  the  floor,  aod  the 
morning  hour  has  expired. 

B8TIMATB8  OF  DBFICIBNCII8. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  repoHed  back 
from  the  Committee  on  Appropnations  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secreiary  of  the  Treajnry, 
transmitting  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Quartermaster  General,  and  others,  '"^^J^ 
mates  of  deficiencies ;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed  and  recommitted.  . 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Pound]  twi 
he  may  present  a  report. 

SOUTU  CAROLINA  AND  KBMTUCKT. 

Mr.  POLAND.  Thejoint  Committee  on  the 
Condition  of  the  Late  Insurrectionaij  States, 
to  whom  were  referred  a  resolution  offwed  or 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Bkcko 
calling  upon  the  President  for  informstioo  in 
reference  to  the  State  of  South  Carelioa,  ana 
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also  ft  resolntion  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  SrvrsKSOV,]  calling  for  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
have  had  the  same  ander  consideration,  and 
haye  directed  me  to  report  a  resolution  as  a 
snhstitnte  for  both. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  desire  at  this  point  to  make 
a  parliamentary  inquiry.  Both  these  resolu- 
tions now  reported  upon  were  House  resolu- 
tions. Now  I  desire  to  inquire  whether  or  not 
it  is  proper  for  a  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  to  offer  a  substitute  varying  altogether 
ft  resolution  sent  to  them,  and  have  it  received 
as  a  report,  when  in  &ct  a  majority  of  the 
members  or  this  House  on  the  committee  were 
opposed  to  it ;  in  other  words,  whether  a  joint 
committee  can  send  a  House  resolution  back 
to  us  by  the  votes  of  Senators? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  ap- 
prehend clearly  the  point  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman*from  Kentucky.  Is  it  that  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  this  joint  committee  who 
are  members  of  the  House  are  opposed  to 
this  report  7 

Mr.  BECK.    Opposed  to  the  substitute. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  The  record  of  the  com- 
mittee shows  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  raises  a  question 
which  is  a  very  important  one  in  legislation,  as 
to  the  proper  mode  of  voting  in  joint  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  COX.  I  was  about  to  make  a  suggestion 
on  that  point.  As  the  House  knows,  on  joint 
committees,  constituted  of  course  of  members 
of  both  Houses,  there  are  generally  a  smaller 
number  on  the  part  of  the  ^nate,  and  a  larger 
number  on  the  part  of  the  House 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  rule  upon 
the  point 

llr.  BECK.  I  merely  wish  to  submit  the 
inquiry,  as  the  question  may  come  up  hereafter. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  distinctly 
that  in  a  joint  committtee  the  members  of  one 
branch  cannot,  by  numbers,  force  upon  the 
members  of  the  other  branch  a  report.  Other- 
wise, the  power  of  one  branch  would  be  entirely 
subordinated  to  that  of  the  other.  As  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  was  about  to  remark, 
joint  comroittees,  as  usually  constituted,  em- 
brace a  larger  number  of  members  from  this 
House  (it  being  the  more  numerous  body)  than 
from  the  Senate.  On  any  ether  principle  than 
that  which  the  Chair  hasjust  stated,  the  smaller 
number  from  the  Senate  might  at  any  time 
be  outnumbered  by  the  votes  of  the  members 
of  the  House.  The  Chair  rules  that  where 
there  is  no  special  rule  te  the  contrary  (such 
a  rule  does  exist  in  certain  State  Legislatures) 
it  is  necessary  that  in  a  joint  committee  the 
members  of  each  branch  should  vote  sepa- 
rately, and  that  the  vote  of  the  committee 
ahonld  be  concurrent. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  impossible  for  one  branch  to  instruct 
a  joint  committee.  That  must  be  done  by  the 
joint  action  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  inform  the 
gentleman  that  the  resolution  in  this  case  was 
not  a  resolution  of  instruction.  It  has  not  been 
against  the  practice  for  either  House,  acting 
separately,  to  refer  a  matter  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee ;  it  has  been  the  habit  in  both  branches 
to  make  references  in  that  way,  although  the 
Chair  would  perhaps  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  even  a  reference  to 
a  joint  cofnmittee  is  irregular,  unless  both 
branches  join  in  the  reference.  It  would  be 
decidedly  beyond  the  power  of  either  branch 
to  instruct:  but  a  simple  reference  by  one 
branch  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
has  been  allowed,  because,  as  members  are 
aware,  a  mere  reference  does  not  involve  any- 
thing very  important.  But  as  to  action  in  a 
joint  committee,  (if  that  be  tJie  point  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,)  the  Chair 
has  no  hesitation  in  ruling  that  it  must  be  by 
a  concurrent  vote,  and  not  by  a  mere  minority 
of  the  whole  committee. 


Mr.  M AYNARD.  Suppose  a  joint  commit- 
tee consists  of  two  members  from  one  House 
and  one  from  the  other,  would  it  be  within  the 
power  of  that  one  member  to  veto  all  action 
that  might  be  taken  by  the  other  two? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  one  member,  the 
Chair  reminds  the  gentleman,  would  represent 
an  entire  branch.  The  case  the  gentleman 
supposes  does  not  affect  the  question.  It  is 
for  each  branch  to  say  how  many  members 
it  will  have  on  a  joint  committee;  and  that 
number,  whether  one  or  more,  represents  the 
body  appointing  it. 

Mr.  M AYNARD.  Then  the  one  member 
could  neutralize  the  action  of  the  other  two? 

The  SPEAKER.  As  a  matter  of  course  he 
could,  subject,  however,  to  review  by  the  two 
branches* 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  think  the  House  may 
labor  under  a  misapprehension  from  what  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  has 
said.  If  it  be  proper  for  me  to  state  what  took 
place  in  the  committee  in  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter I  will  do  so,  and  it  will  relieve  this  from 
all  difficulty. 

Mr.  BECK.    There  can  be  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  On  the  question  of  fact 
the  Chair  has  no  knowledge. 

Mr.  CO^.  There  is  no  objection  to  stating 
the  facts  before  the  committee  by  any  member 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  POLAND.  In  the  committee  this  sub- 
stitute, or  something  like  it,  was  offered  for 
Mr.  Bbok's  resolution  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  of 
the  committee,  and  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee voted  to  make  this  substitution.  The 
veas  and  nays  were  called  on  that  motion, 
but  precisely  what  were  the  yeaa  and  nays  I 
am  not  able  to  state. 

Mr.  BECK.    I  have  the  record  of  the  clerk. 

Mr.  POLAND.  AAer  having  adopted  this 
substitute,  various  motions  to  ameno  it  were 
mad^  u^n  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called.  But  after  it  .was  amended  in  various 
particulars  by  votes  taken  by  yeas  and  navs  it 
was  adopted  without  division,  without  calling 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  I  was,  by  unanimous 
vote  of  that  committee,  directed  to  make  this 
r^ort  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  advise  the 
^ntleman  from  Vermont  that  wherever  there 
IS  a  dispute  between  two  members  of  a  com- 
mittee as  to  whether  it  be  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  is  submitted  to  the  House,  and 
the  question  will  be,  will  the  House  regard 
this  as  the  report  of  the  committee? 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  apprehend  there  will  be 
no  controversy  in  reference  to  the  fact  being 
as  I  state  it :  that  although  there  were  several 
votes  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  (and  whether  on 
those  votes  there  was  a  migority  of  the  members 
of  the  House  voting  for  them,  I  am  not  able  to 
state,)  the  vote  was  unanin^ous  directing  me 
to  make  this  report. 

Mr.  BECK.  There  was  not  a  majority  on 
the  other  votes. 

Mr.  POLAND.  On  the  final  vote  directing 
me  to  report  this  resolution  to  the  House,  the 
yeas  ana  nays  were  not  taken.  It  was  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  committee.  I  apprehend 
there  will  be  no  controversy  in  relation  to  that. 
Whatever  may  be  the  fact  in  reference  to  any 
preliminary  vote  is  a  matter  of  no  importance, 
oecanse  the  committee,  members  of  both 
Houses  being  present,  unanimously  instructed 
me  te  report  this  resolution. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  There  was  a  vote  on 
the  substitution. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  have  already  stated,  on 
the  substitution  of  this  resolution,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  in  place  of  that  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,]  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken.  Precisely  what 
the  vote  was  on  that  question  I  am  not  able  to 
state.  Having  adopted  this  substitute  ader 
various  amendmeute  on  motion  of  various 
members  of  the  committee,  on  the  final  vote 
ibstmoting  me  to  report  thia  resolution  to  the 


House,  the  vote  was  unanimous,  the  yeas  and 
nays  not  having  been  taken. 

Mr.  DAWES.  How  does  this  question 
come  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
whenever  a  report  is  made,  if  a  member  of  a 
committee  objects  to  its  being  received  as  the 
report  of  the  committee  he  has  the  right  to 
make  that  objection.  The  Chair  understands 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  object  to  this 
being  the  lei^itimate  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  does  not  reach  my 
inquiry.  Can  any  member  of  a  committee  >n 
that  way  produce  the  proce^ings  of  a  com- 
mittee before  the  House  against  the  standing 
rule  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  member  has  the  right 
to  make  the  point  that  the  report  is  not  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  the  Chair  must 
submit  the  question  to  the  House.  It  is  a 
ouestion  which  the  rules  do  not  allow  the 
Chair  to  decide. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Are  we  to  countenance  the 
idea  here  that  at  any  time  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee-room  can  be  produced  here 
upon  the  call  of  any  member? 

The  SPEAKER.  Where  there  is  no  point 
made  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  report  it  is 
contranr  to  parliamentary  law  to  obtrude  any- 
thing from  the  committee-room  before  the 
House ;  but  if  there  be  a  dispute  between  two 
members  as  to  what  is  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee, it  is  a  question  for  the  House  to  decide 
which  is  correct,  and  in  order  to  do  so  it  is 
necessary  to  know  the  proceedings  before  the 
committee. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Unanimous  consent  was 
given. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not  require  unan- 
imous consent;  it  is  a  right. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  desire  to  make  a  statement 
to  the  House,  in  the  correctness  of  which  I 
think  the  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
concur.  When  the  question  was  taken  in  com- 
mittee on  reporting  to  the  House  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Stevenson] 
as  a  substitute  for  that  offered  in  the  House 
by  myself,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and 
being  taken,  the  yeas  were  8  and  the  nays 
6 ;  they  were  so  recorded  by  the  clerk.  Four 
members  of  the  House  and  four  of  the  Senate 
voted  to  authorize  the  substitution.  Five  mem- 
bers of  the  House  and  one  member  of  the 
Senate  opposed  it.  The  substitute  was  there- 
fore lost,  if  the  votes  of  members  of  the  House 
had  the  right  to  control  it.  In  the  substitute 
there  was  a  provision  for  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky.  I  moved  to  strike  that 
out.  Five  members  of  the  House  voted  to 
strike  that  out,  four  to  keep  it  in.  An  amend- 
ment was  made  to  add  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  for  an  inquiry  into  her  troubles.  Four 
members  of  the  House  voted  against  inserting 
that  amendment,  and  five  voted  to  insert  it :  and 
it  was  kept  out  by  the  votes  of  Senators.  Then 
amendments  were  put  in  extending  the  inquiry 
over  Louisiana  and  elsewhere,  as  I  thought, 
going  away  from  the  objiect  for  which  the  com- 
mittee was  instituted.  When  the  question  on 
the  adoption  and  reporting  of  the  substitute 
was  taken,  I,  for  one,  voted  against  it,  hnd 
one  Senator,  I  know,  did  so. 

I  therefore  made  the  pointof  order,  desiring 
to  know  what  the  powers  of  the  members 
of  the  other  House,  particularly  in  joint  com- 
mittees, are — not  so  mocU  to  bring  up  this  case 
as  to  determine  what  our  rights  are  in  all  mat- 
ters that  may  come  up  hereafter ;  for  we  may 
have  very  important  questions  of  this  kind 
before  we  get  through.  I  make  the  point  of 
order  on  this  really  to  settle  the  practice  for 
our  future  guidance,  rather  than  to  object  par- 
ticularly to  this  report.  It  is  perfectly  certain 
that  the  substitute  now  reported  by  the  chair- 
man was  lost,  so  far  as  the  votes  of  members 
were  concerned,  and  all  proceedings  subse- 
quent to  its  substitution  for  my  resolution  were 
void  if  Senators  had  no  right  to  determine  or 
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control  the  matter,  for  it  never  could  have  been 
considered  but  for  their  votes,  and  mine  would 
now  be  the  resolution  to  be  laid  by  the  com- 
mittee before  the  House. 

Mr.  POLAND.  1  will  not  attempt  to  con- 
trovert what  the  gentleman  I'rom  Kentucky 
[Mr.  BeckJ  has  stated  in  relation  to  any  of 
these  preliminary  votes.  Whether  what  he 
said  is  correct,  I  do  not  know.  1  apprehend 
it  is  entirely  immaterial.  On  the  final  vote, 
instructing,  me  to  make  this  report  to  the 
House,  there  was  no  division.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  counted,  and  therefore  it  is  to 
be  considered  that  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  committee,  both  of  tbe  members  of  the 
House  and  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  was 

fiven  that  this  report  should  be  made.  ^  There- 
ore,  whatever  may  have  been  the  preliminary 
votes  is  a  matter  of  no  account. 

The  SP£AK:£U«  On  that  point  the  Chair 
'would  agree  with  the  g^tleman  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Poland  ;]  but  there  being  a  dis- 
pute whether  the  report  offered  is  that  of  the 
committee,  the  question  must  be  submitted  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  BECK.  Perhaps  it  may  be  submitted 
with  this  statement :  t^at  after  the  additions 
were  made  out  in  the  way  I  have  stated,  when 
the  last  vote  was  taken,  putting  them  all  in,  a 
majority  of  the  House  members  voted  to  report 
the  resolution.  I  believe  I  was  tbe  only  mem- 
ber of  the  House  voting  against  it. 

The  SP£AK£E.  l^en  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  must  see  at  once  that  the  Chair, 
under  no  rule,  could  take  cognizance  of  the 
preliminary  votes.  A  somewhat  analogous 
case  comes  up  in  the  House  where  a  two-thirds 
vote  is  required  to  pass  an  amendment;  but 
all  preliminary  steps  may  be  taken  by  a  major- 
ity. The  preliminary  vote  is  not  taken  into 
account  in  settling  the  question.  The  point  is, 
what  was  the  vote  authoriauug  the  committee 
to  report? 

Mr.  BECEL  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  yeas  and  nays  were'  called.  I  voted 
against  it  myself. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  that  state  of  facts,  the 
Chair  must  rule  that  there  is  no  question  but 
the  report  before  the  House. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  By 
the  original  constitution  of  the  committee  it 
bad  reterence  to  States  then  in  insurrection 
only.  We  were  not  authorized  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House  in  raising  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  include  the  State  of  Kentucky,  either 
by  our  action  in  the  committee  or  by  our  action 
here. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  point 
of  ^order  might  have  been  good  had  this  reso- 
kition  not  oeen  subsequently  referred;  but 
the  reference  having  been  made  by  the  House, 
the  gentleman  cannot  take  the  point  of  order 
now. 

Mr.  VAN  TRU MP.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
tbat  tbe  ruling  of  the  Speaker  upon  the  pres- 
ent aspect  of  the  case  is  right,  but  I  suppose 
that  if  it  were  a  question  of  fact  whether  this 
substitute  was  passed  by  persons  competent  to 
vote  on  the  resolutions,  it  would  be  a  question 
to  go  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  be  a  question 
to  go  before  the  House. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  If  the  fact  were  as 
affirmed  by  the  gen^eman  from  Kentucky, 
that  Senators  had  no  parliamentary  power  to 
vote  on  the  substitute,  and  therefore  it  did  not 
pass  and  was  rejected,  and  that  would  be  a 
question  for  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  be  a  question 
for  the  House ;  but  upon  the  statements  made, 
the  Chair  rules  that  tiie  resolution  is  properly 
before  the  House,  and  the  Clerk  will  now  read 
the  two  resolutions  referred  to  the  committee, 
and  the  substitute  therefor  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  POLAND.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  read 
more  than  the  substitute? 

The  SPEAKER.    If  there  be  no  objecUou, 


the  substitute  only  will  be  read.    The  Chair 
hears  no  objection. 
The  Clerk  read  the  substitute,  as  follows: 

He^ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  oommuaicate  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  all  information  in  bis 
possession  upon  which  he  acted  in  ezercisinff  the 
powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  third  and  fourth 
sections  of  the  aet  of  Congress  approved  April  20. 
1871,  entitled  **  An  net  to  enforce  ine  provisions  or 
thofburteentb  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  so  £ir  as  the 
same  have  been  exercised  in  reference  to  portions  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  also  the  names  of  all 
persons  who  have  been  arrested  in  that  State  in  pur- 
suance of  the  authority  conferred  by  said  act;  the 
names  of  those  arrested  who  hove  voluntarily  con- 
fessed that  they  are  or  were  members  of  the  combin- 
ation and  conspirnoy  forbidden  and  made  penal  by 
said  act;  the  number  and  names  of  those  woo  have 
been  paroled  to  appear  when  required ;  the  number 
and  character  of  the  off-^nses  foroidden  by  said  act 
and  tbe  actof  May  31,1870,  which  are  shown  by  such 
confessions  or  other  iaforu^ation.  that  have  been 
committed  in  the  respective  counties  in  which  the 
privileges  of  the  writ  of  Aa6ca«  corpushave  beensus- 
pendedinsaid  Statenf  South  Carolina,  with  the  date 
of  all  such  alleged  offenses,  and  all  other  informa- 
tion which,  in  bis  judgment,  will  conv^  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  society,  of  the  exe- 
cution of  tbe  laws,  and  of  the  security  of  life,  person, 
and  property  in  said  counties:  and  also  such  in- 
formation as  he  may  have  relative  to  the  operation 
and  enforcement  of  tbe  act  of  Congress  approved 
April  20,  1871,  and  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
May  31,  1870,  in  the  Sutes  of  North  Carolina  and 
Mi.^sissippi.  with  the  number  and  names  of  persons 
who  have  been  arrested,  bound  over,  or  indicted, 
and  of  those  who  have  been  convicted  or  have  plead 
guilty,  with  their  sentences:  and  all  information  he 
may  have  relative  to  the  doings  of  the  "  Lowrv 
gang,"  and  other  outlaws  in  North  Carolina,  with 
the  nnmber  and  names  of  such  persons  as  haveeon- 
f^ed  themselves  guilty  of  a  violation  of  tbe  pro- 
visions of  said  acts;  and  also  such  iaformatiou  at 
he  may  have  relating  to  the  security  of  life,  person, 
and  property  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana  and  Texas,  including  all  information 
in  his  possession  relative  to  the  existing  conflict 
between  tbe  officeholders  in  Louisiana. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  have  agreed  to  allow  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  to  move 
a  substitute  for  this  resolution,  and  I  yield 
now  for  that  purpose,  retaining  my  right  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  offer  the  substitute  wbicb  I 
send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
be.  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  inform  the  Uouse 
under  what  provision  of  the  law  of  April  20,  1871. 
be  has  caused  martial  law  to  be  declared  and  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpu*  suspended  in  the  counties  of 
Spartanburg,  Marion,  York,  Newbury,  Chester, 
Laurens.  Fairfield,  Lancaster,  and  Chesterfield,  fn 
the  State  of  South  Carolina.^  Up  is  espeoiallj  re^ 
quested  to  lav  before  theHojise  all  tbe  aotsof  insur- 
rection, resistance,  or  opposition  to  the  laws  of  tbe 
United  States  committed  in  each  of  these  counties 
at  any  time  after  the  20th  of  April.  1871,  and  prior 
to  tbe  date  of  tbe  proclamation  of  martial  law«  giv- 
ing the  character  of  the  ofi'enses,  the  facts  relative 
thereto^  and  the  names  of  tbo  offenders,  so  far  as 
ascertained.  lie  is  further  reque8te4  to  lay  before 
the  House  any  cases  of  resistance  to  the  execution 
of  the  process  of  the  civil  courts,  or  the  officers  cither 
of  the  United  States  or  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
by  any  of  the  citizens  of  any  of  tbe  oouoties,  since 
the  passa^eof  the  actof  April  20, 1871,  aforesaia.  And 
that  he  give  the  names  of  all  the  said  citizens  who 
have  been  arrested  or  imprisoned  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  autbority  conferred  by  bis  proclamation,  with 
the  violations  of  law  with  which  each  iscbargeu.  and 
the  dates  at  which  it  is  alleged  they  committea  the 
offenses  for  which  they  were  bo  arrested  and  impris- 
oned. And  that  he  give  the  House  full  information 
as  to  all  the  statements  of  facts  on  which  be  acted  in 
issuing  his  proclamation  aforesaid,  so  that  Congress 
can  determine  what  steps  are  necessary  to  restore  to 
tbe  citizens  of  tbe  county  aforesaid,  and  especially 
to  those  who  were  not  guilty  of  ofi'enses  against  the 
United  Stuteji,  the  equal  protection  ofthe  laws  with 
the  people  of  other  portions  of  the  country,  under 
the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  POLAND.  This  matter  now  stands  in 
the  way  of  the  business  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  I  desire  to  have  very  little 
time  taken  up  with  its  consideration.  I  prom- 
ised to  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Beck]  to  offer  this  amendment,  and  he 
says  he  wants  five  minutes  to  advocate  iu 

Mr.  BECK.  I  will  not  take  over  ten  minutes, 
and  I  will  endeavor  to  get  through  in  less  time. 
The  reason  I  have  offered  this  substitute  is, 
first,  because  it  was  the  original  resolution 
offered  by  me,  at  least  so  far  as  that  resolu- 
tion sought  to  obtain  the  facts.    I  also  off*er 


this  substitute  because  the  portion  of  Soalh 
Carolina  therein  referred  to  is  the  only  por- 
tion of  tlie  United  States  where  martial  Uw 
has  been  proclaimed,  and  the^  writ  of  habeas 
corpug  suspended  by  the  President  under  the 
Ku  Klux  bill.  If  we  extend  the  inquiry  over 
all  the  States  spoken  of  iu  the  resolution  of 
tbo  committee  we  wiil  not  get  any  full  r<:spouse 
perhaps  for  mouths,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
military  subordinates  of  tbe  President  in  South 
Carolina  will  be  overlooked  or  covered  up  in 
the.  general  mass. 

In  these  counties  in  South  Carolina  the  con- 
dition of  things  is  such  th<U  we  Qu^ht  to  have 
a  response  at  opce,  and  if  there  is  not  sach 
a  state  of  things  existing  there  as  will  warrant 
the  continuance  of  tU^  suspension  of  the  wri& 
of  habeas  corpus^  those  counties  ought  to  be 
restored  to  the  ^ame  rights  that  other  people 
have  under  tbe  Constitution  aiid  laws,  Tiiere- 
fore  1  think  it  is  specially  necessary  that  we 
should  have  the  infbrjxtation  relative  to  the 
existing  condition  of  things  in  those  counties 
at  once,  so  that  we  may  act  upon  it ;  which 
we  can  only  get  by  submitting  tne  proposition 
distinctly,  as. I  have  done. 

All  the  other  regions  and  sections  referred 
to  are  now  going  on  under  the  forms  of  the 
Constitution  andiawS)  and  time  might  be  given 
to^  the  President  to  mi^ke  such  answer  as  he 
might  see  fit  in  relation  to  the  other  subjects 
embraced  in  that  resolutiouj  to  which  I  do  not 
objecL 

!But  there  is  another  reason  why  I  desire  mj 
substitute  adopted  in  preference  to  the  rtsiola- 
tiou  reported  oy  the  gentleman  from  Vcrmout, 
[Mr.  INLAND.]  It  will  be  perceived  upon  a 
careful  reading  of  them  that  my  aubstilote  calls 
for  a  great  deal  of  specific  information  that 
this  House  ought  to  have,  and  which  is  not 
called  for  in  me  resolution  reported  bj  the 
chairman.  This  resolution  calls  for  the  names 
ofsuch  men  as  have  been  arrested  and  who  have 
confessed,  and  certain  other  names  and  facts, 
but  it  does  not  cover  the  whole  ground.  This 
House  ought  to  have  the  name  of  every  man 
arrested  under  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, whether  he  was  prosecuted,  imprisoned, 
or  discharged  without  confinement  or  trial.  We 
ought  to  know  what  he  was  arrested  for,  and 
the  date  of  the  offense  for  which  he  was 
arrested.  If  public  rumor  and  the  statements 
of  newspapers  be  true,  as  furnished  by  intelli- 
gent correspondents  who  have  been  there,  s*?nt 
specially  since  the  proclamation  was  issued  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  men  have  been  arrested 
for  offenses  committed  as  long  as  six  years 
ago.  Not  only  have  men  been  arrested  far 
offenses  of  that  sort,  but  they  have  been 
released  upoa  paying  money  to  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  who  arrested  them.  They 
have  been  imprisoned  when  they  were  charged 
with  no  offense,  but  simply  blackmailed  to  be 
released  again. 

I  want  the  names  of  all  those  people,  and 
dates  and  character  of  the  chaives,  so  that  the 
military  officers  cau  be  properly  poni&hed  if 
these  statements  be  true.  Many  of  them 
appeared  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  in  carefully  written  letters,  giving  the 
names  of  the  officers,  calling  upon  them  to 
deny  it  if  it  was  not  true,  and  saying  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  men  arrested  have  been 
arrested  for  offenses  committed  long  before 
the  passage  either  of  the  euforcement  act  or 
the  Ku  Klux  bill,  which  act  alone  gare  any 
pretense  of  jurisdiction  to  the  President  to 
proclaim  martial  law  in  any  county;  and 
tho^e  communications,  which  I  now  have, 
show  further,  that  in  the  counties  of  Union 
and  Spartanburg,  the  two  principal  counties 
charged  with  offenses,  for  months  before  the 
date  ofthe  President's  proclamation  there  had 
not  been  an  offense  committed  of  any  sort,  and 
the  Federal  officers  who  were  there,  and  made 
it  their  special  business  to  investi^te,  had  so 
told  the  writer  of  the  communications. 

If  these  things  are  tmei  then  my  resolatioa 
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ought  to  bfl  adopted,  so  ««  to  gito  ns  not  only 
The  names  of  the  men  who  have  been  arresled, 
bat  the  dates  of  the  offenaes  with  which  they 
Are  charjted,  the  preciBS  acts  of  resisvaiice 
which  it  is  allegad  ther  have  offered  to  any  law 
or  any  official.  We  ought  to  kno*  what  clril 
officers  they  hare  re«'B<ed,  Ac,  so  that  we  can 
see  whether  or  not  the  military  Bubardin- 
ales  of  the  OoTerntr.ent  hate  not  under  the 
auihoriiy  of  this  proclamation  been  giiiltt  of 
ftcta  of  outrage  equally  flagrant  wi'h  thoBe 
cbarged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  men 
arreaied.  If  the  BtatemenH  which  liave  been 
made  relati»e  to  the  conduct  of  the  military 
there  are  all  true,  thia  information  I  ask  for 
will  be  as  much  as  the  President  can  lay  before 
MB  within  a  reasonable  time.  Bhonld  anyope^ 
cific  case  come  np  calling  for  the  exercise  of 
extraordinary  powers  eleewhere,  we  can  call 
fbr  [ho  information  in  detail  ii  the  neccBBity 

1  repeat,  that  toy  BubBtltat«  ought  to  be 
adopted  for  the  reason  that  the  reaolution 
Imported  by  the  committee  does  not  reach  the 
root  of  the  evil ;  does  not  require  anything 
like  all  the  informfttion  which  thiBHoase  ought 
to  hare;  in  fact,  withholds  the  demand  for  that 
portion  of  the  inrormation  which  will  develop 
whether  it  he  trae  that  flagrant  outrages  havu 
been  committed  hy  the  miiitary  under  the 
guise  of  lawupon  ciiiaensover-whom  they  had 
no  jarisdiction,  and  who  have  been  charged 
with  offenses  which  were  in  foci  never  com- 
mitted. If  gentlemen  will  compare  the  two 
lesolntions  carefully,  f  think  it  will  be  found 
that  the  original  do^R  not  reach  as  far  as  it 
ought  to  get  at  all  thft  facts.  For  this  reason 
I  insist  thnl  the  unbstitate  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  POLAND.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague 
on  the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Stb*ensom,]  who  offered  the  resoliitiott 
caMttg  for  {nforritatioii  in  relation  to  the  Stkte 
of  Kentucky,  is  of  ibe  opinion  that  this  sub- 
stltnie  is  rather  intended  to  save  Kentucky 
from  being  ihqnired  into,  and  hence  he  desired 
me  to  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  BICCS.  1  have  made  no  objection 
to  nn  inquiry  tntO  the  condition  of  affairB  in 
Kentucky  on  this  floor ;  but  aa  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mf.  POlaso]  khows,  I  wanted 
inquiry,  irraade,e]itendSdto  Indiana,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  other  Slates.  The  gentleman  would 
not  go  with  ine  id  that.  I  objected  to nty  Slate 
being  selected,  when  there  was  more  need  of 
inquiry  elsewhere. ' 

Mr.  POLAND.  T  yield  to  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Hr.  SfETENsbN]  the  same  time 
that  I  did  to  the  gentteman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Beck  J 

Mr.  STEVENSON-  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
ameadment  proposed  by  the  gehlleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Bt!(TK]  contains  a  statement 
which  IB  not  true.  It  eayi  that  the  Preiiident 
ttf  tha  United  States  has  proclaimed  martial 
law  in  certaio  counties  of  Sooth  Carolina. 
That  is  unlrne.  The  term  "martial  Ibw," 
implies  the  suspeusion  of  all  citil  law,  Hai^ 
list  law  takes  the  place  of  civil  law,  and  is  the 
will  of  the  officer  in  command.  The  Presi- 
dent has  proclaimed  no  sncfa  law.  If  he  had 
done  so,  we  would  ilol  have  seen  those  pro- 
longed trials  at  Columbia,  Soath  Ctirolioa, 
where  two  genllemeo,  who  rank  »mong  the 
ablest  lawyers  In  the  land,  fonght  against  jns- 
ticB  for  nearly  a  month  to  ifaietd  the  Ka  EIds. 
We  would  not  have  »een  connael  brought  there 
and  paid  by  Ku  Kluz  contributions  $6,040 
each.  We  weald  not  have  seen  those  lawyers 
driven  out  of  cffurt  in  shame  and  eonfumon. 
We  would  nolha*e  seen  any  civil  proceeding  j 
bnt  wo  would  bare  lo^n  (andl  would  nothave 
eared  much  if  I  bad  seen  it)  a  few  score  or  a 
few  hundred  or  even  a  thousand  oF  thnss  in- 
human  crimiuala  tried  by  drum-head  court 
Martial,  snd  some  of  the  guiltiest  swung  to  the 
trees  of  Sonth  Carol  in  a, 

Hr.  VAN  TBUMP.  I  ask  the  gcntlomuD 
to  yield  for  a  moment.  I  understood  him  to 
■ay  that  dte  lawreri  engaged  in  the  Ka  Kliu 


trials  in  South  Carolina  were  driveti  by  shame 
out  of  court.  Does  he  mean  in  that  remark 
to  refer  tn  Mr.  Sianbery? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     I  do. 

Mr.  VAN  TltUMP.  Has  tha  genlleman 
seen  Mr.  Stanbery  since  that  time? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  No,  sir;  bnt  one  of 
those  lawyers  left  ChecourC  house  while  one  of 
his  ciieots  was  on  trial,  becauee  he  was  sick- 
ened by  the  facts,  and  the  other  left  Columbia 
before  the  businesa  was  done. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  No,  air.  I  cannot 
speak  for  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  but  lean 
say  for  Mr.  Sianbery,  of  Ohio,  that  he  left 
Colnmbiaonly  when  hia  mission  was  performed. 
He  went  there  under  anarrangement  to  attend 
to  the  legal  points  in  the  case.  If  the  gentle- 
man bad  seen  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stanhery^ 
published  only  afow  daysagotn  the  Cincinnati 
papers,  ha  would  not  have  made  the  statement 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Do  I  understand  the 
gentlemiui  to  Bay  that  Mr.  Stanbery  was  not 
a^amed  of  the  occurrence? 

Mr.  VAN  TBUMP.  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
coulrovert  the  statement  that  the  lawyers  left 
the  conrt-house  with  shame. 
,  Hr.  STEVENSON.  I  have  known  Mr. 
Stanbery  ainca  I  was  a  boy,  and  believe,  from 
a  knowledge  of  the  man,  thai  he  was  Bsbamed, 
mtist  have  been  aehnmed  of  his  clients,  and 
if  be  bad  not,  bis  frteada  would  be  ashamed 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  My  colleaene  cannot 
know  Henry  Stanbery  as  I  do.  1  practiced 
law  with  him  for  tifteen  years,  and  saw  noth- 
ings which  took  place  at  Chose  trials  which 
would  make  him  ashamed  as  an  advocate. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  gentleman  can- 
not have  read  the  testimony,  nor  considered 
what  Mr.  Jobusoa  said  to  the  jury.  In  the 
Brstcass; 

"  I  havo  lietened  with  nnmiied  horror  to  some  at 

The  oulnices  pruredarejiliockiDa  to  humanity:  th» 
idmit  of  Dcitbcr  ozoiua  or  jastiHaftLion:  Ibe^  via- 
Inla  every  oliligation  whlcli  law  and  nacure  impaaee 

hnilu  inteuiihle  lt>  ttiB  oblicM^ui  uf  tiumauicr  aail 

Yet  this  was  not  the  worst  ease  the  coun 
Bel  tried;  it  was  another  which  di.'gosted  the 
Benior  coanael  and  drove  him  from  the  court- 
room. It  may  not  have  been  the  original  pur- 
pose of  these  great  lawyers  to  Cry  the  cases  on 
the  facte.  Perhaps  ihuy  did  not  mean  to  have 
any  jury  trials.  Their  mission  may  have  been 
to  eulangle  the  business  in  subtleties  bo  as  to 
prerenl  any  facts  from  coming  out  on  sworn 
testimony;  bat  their  clients  were  brought  to 
trial  and  they  went  into  the  facts,  and  both 
qnic  the  court  and  the  Stale  before  the  cases 
were  concluded.  I  do  not  blame  bnt  honor 
tbem  for  it. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  point.  There  is  no 
martial  law  in  South  Carolina,  The  President 
has  only  suspended  the  writ  of  hiibetu  corput 
in  ortler  that  the  civil  law  m^  have  effect, 
and  bad  men  tnny  be  brought  to  justice  by  the 
methods  provided  by  Congress. 

"Oaly  that,  and  nothinf  more." 

This  amendment  oKred  by  tha  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Uece]  eiclndes  all  the 
States  but  South  Carolina.  The  gentleman 
skillfully  avoids  naming  Kentucky,  but  that  is 
evidently  his  object ;  he  wants  to  keep  Ken- 
tucky out.  He  labored  hartl  in  eommiltee,  a« 
the  record  he  prodnces  will  show,  to  jiraveat 
ezteudiug  tiie  inquiry  to  that  State. 

Mr.  BECK.  Let  ma  sayaword.  I  labored 
to  get  Kentucky  out  becanse  of  the  invidious 
distinction  drawn  uainsC  Kentucky.  If  Ken- 
tucky  were  inclodea,  tKen  also  ought  to  have 
been  included  the  Scranton  riots  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  riots  in  Indiana,  and  the  riots 
wherever  else  they  may  have  oocnrred.  I 
objected  to  aa  invidioas  distinction  being 
drawn  against  my  own  State  when  there  were 
other  States  wher*  instances  of  this  kind  had 
occnrrsd. 


Mr.  STEVENSON,  Ver7well,Mr.  Speaker; 
there  is  an  invidious  distinction  made  by  this 
resolution  against  Kentucky,  an  between  that 
State  and  the  States  of  Indiaua,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Ohio,  all  of  which  were  proposed  to  have 
been  included  ;  and  1  am  sorry  to  say  there  is 
reason  for  thatinvidiousdislmction.  Icannot 
say  anything  unkind  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky. 
Probably  my  attuchments,  and  the  reasons  fur 
them,  arc  as  strong  as  those  of  the  gentleman 
who  represents  her  in  part ;  but  every  well- 
wisher  of  the  State  should  eudeavor  to  rescue 
her  from  the  conspiracy  which  iufepta  her. 
OlEcial  records  show  that  from  October  30, 
ISliG,  to  October  14,  18G8.  thcrewere  six  ban- 
dred  and  forty-sis  well- ant  hen  licat>d  ontraget. 
Here  i>  the  statement  of  General  0.  0.  How- 
ard, in  his  official  reports  : 


>h 

Up  to  March,  1871,  there  were  recorded  90 
additional  cases,  making  T39  ascertained  oa 
February  13,  1871. 

"Jacob  Liobter  wnhunf  by  Ka  Elm  In  Shelby 
(FebnisrTlB;)Bmn»kedb«n(irM(iuBdSero(rglo«from 
iniliDFriinkr'>rt,IFsl>ruary2l!)sndabandBltuik«d 
ButTau'notore,  InFracklinsonnty:  aadRacksrwas 
killed.  <Mar<ih  11.)" 

General  P,  St.  Qeorge  Cooke,  in  bis  report 
for  1869,  says : 

"Oat  of  tbi  ci(i«  and  olT  from  the  trot  linea  at 
trmTel  and  lommaroa.  In  tbe  inlerinr  of  Kcntneky 


:•!:; 


One  of  the  best-inrormed  men  in  the  State, 

a  citizen  of  Lexington,  (a  eonstiiuent  of  ^« 
gentleman,)  has  published  the  following  state- 
ment, which  I  have  never  seen  controverted; 
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lib.  muiitratM.laran.  and  lecisl&tan.  Bud,  Itmir 
ba.  cinki  ud  jndgH.  la  (Dia<  ooDntiH  it  ironld  be 
faoDd  lb»t  the  Kn  Kloi  nod  Cbiir  friBndi  cam-~" 
mors  Iban  balf  ot  the  influenLial  ood  Toting  g 

The  cODipiroc;  exiBla  ia  the  geutleic 
own  di strict  amoDK  bi«  coagtiiuents,  and  has 
Btjeast  ever  aince  September,  1868.  Here  is  & 
(lucument  from  the  report  of  the  cotnmandinr 
genera!  for  1868: 

Hooirr  Vmhost,  Kihtuckt, 

Suneubir  a.  use. 

Diia  GiHKIal:  Wt  osed  loms  militwr  ud  i 

thia  loe^toD  ot  eon' '■--■'--•-•'--<---   -  - 

wit:  there  iia  ban 
Crab  Orchard,  Ken 
mittiut  depredkUi 
AbiDttwaidoatha 
Id  Puliaki  oouDlr, 
himi  aooa  Braiht 


for  UDieu tint  ovei 
klllad  two  of  tbau 
died  at  Crab  Oroba 
left  that  there  wai 
tbewaj.  IfaVu 
npoD  eotireir.  Bo, 
lutarraraaea,  we  wl 

EaisDeitiaaboat< 
>  a  lood  idea  to  ai 


notoallforlt. 
Yerr  rMpaotfuUr.  ranr  obadlcut  aerTaoU, 
WM.  CARSON, 
J^dat  SoekeatUi  IJOualy  Omrt. 

A.  J.  HOORB. 

Oimiily  AUormrv. 
E,  D.  COOK, 
CItrk  Bockciulh  Qmnly  Churl, 

B.  K.  BETHURUH. 
Slurig  HockeatlU  QhsIV. 

Cntb  Orchard  ia  in  the  gentleman' a  district, 
and  Mount  Vernon  in  one  adjoining. 

The  OoTernoc,  in  his  mMasge  of  Dacetnber 
4,  1S71,  sdruiti  the  exiatence  of  the  order  in 
the  State,  And  chanctecises  iu  merobera  aa 
mnrdererB.     He  aaja: 


peaoa  and  aaTatj  of  the  aonatrr. 

"BatwheDOianortiDiietbemaBlveiii 
eommiUaM,  klaoa.  or  leacuet.  or  whaU 
saiDO  thBT  may  Miaioa.  with  the  arow 
tiaalparpoae  of  taklmthslair  into  thai! 

nanitr  who  maybeobntiiioiuto  tl 
tbciuaelTaa  the  moat  daoitaroiu  ala 

a  mob;  and  1  mob  ia  DoramedT  fo.  — ^ ., . 

iraoiiDf  is  aBata  DDlawful  aomlilDBtioii.  thej  intlist 
daath  BPOD  BDT  one.  thajr,  and  alt  wba  (Tre  aid. 
•neporanmaDt.  or  eoncitenBaaa  to  (hair  ant,  ara 
nJltf  or  mnidar.    Tl  mBtlan  Dot  how  lulIlT  or  how 


n.  thej  bacoma 


u  thaorime  of  tbeirTietim,  tfaalrsrima  < 


folu 


id  multiply 


"Diiordar  ever  tan  da  to  roproduaa, 
Itialf.  and  in  iu  prueeiioa  do  right  of 

thla  oua  involrea  mnoh  mora  thBD  loaegiL 

mitBooh  oDirBgeita  (o  un^aDiibed  tendi  to  impui 
amoDStha  people  that  raieraaoefortfaa  aalhoritj 
of  the  law  whiob  ia  the  obiaf  aafuniird  of  lociav, 
andtodeatroT  ihatooDfldeceain  the  abllitr  of  Oor- 
emmeDt  to  protect  faia  life  ud  riDdiOBts  bia  rigbta. 
whinb  ii  the  joat  fauDdation  of  the  oitiiea'*  alla- 
•,  end  atrikM  a  blow  it  tb«  ftbrio  of  State  righ  ta. 


of  lai 


of  the  Eieoatire  all  Iho  maaii)  antbariied  bylaw 

of  (uilt;r    partial.      Rawarda  bare    baan  offarad 
req^uiaitiDDi  iaauedj    the  milflla  ordered  to  raodei 

lio  lavolied  by  proclamation  to  diaooDDtaDaaae  thi 
oSaDden,  and  aid  in  aeourinc  their  puDiabmenti 
and   though    ucls  perpatrated    br  anoh  orranlaed 
bHadt  are  decraaiing  In  all  aeotiaDaor  the  Ca 
monwaaltb.  ret  we  oanoat  claim  that  tber  hi 
entlrBlT  oeaaed.    Whether  ao;  farther  leiiajr' 

nature,    ia   a    mattar  far  yonr   dallbeT 


I.  Lawlaaaband 


neither  drilled 

datj  ooapaniet  of  militia  in  loaalitiaa  annoyed  br 
law-breakeri  ia  eipeaaiie,  and  hu,  when  the  aiper- 
iment  baa  been  made,  not  proTen  affioienL  Xharf 
la  too  moeh  maobinerr  raqalred  to  brini  the  ordin- 
ary militia  orgsniiation  into  the  Held.  Long  bafon 
the  neoaeaary  ordara  oaa  ba  prooared,  and  arrange- 
meatt  made  for  pnnnit,  (ha    law-breakaia  ban 

lawa  be  fuittaruily  eiaoutad,'  but  iha  powera  and 
dutiaa  of  the  Eieculivo  in  tbia  regard  are  ^rsaiirlbed 


n  tho  offering  of  rawar 


a)  ahall  b 
muo"?"!" 


I  necaaanry  to  mare  aartainiy  reach  t)i( 

a  terror  andabameof  the  people.    I  lub- 
'  wiadam  whether  you  ahould  not  enaat 

ubiia  offioen  far  their  failnro  and  negleol 


heen  too  mnah  neglect  in  thia  regard.    I  alio  i 
rnpectfally  laggeat  that   you   prmide  addiii 


"  I  am  profoapdly  impreaaod  with  the  onent  na- 
coatity  of  lomathing  being  dona  to  effeoiaaHy  aback 

Kenlnoky.  io  my  ojiinion,  demand  and  aipeot  Ihii 

ma™  K)"«7eurB  aulh  daai^ble  end'  "' 

"  I  appeal  to  you.  the  honored  rapraaaDtatiTaa  of  a 
generouB  contLituanoy,  to  pro  Tide  a  remedy  fortheta 
BTili.  I  real  rare  that  the  propla  of  KenlaokT  will, 
in  their  patrloiivdovotlou  to  tbeir  conn  try.  their  Iotb 
of  order  and  good  *0Ternnant.  and  their  kaau  ap- 
preciation of  tlie  honor  of  the  State,  not  only  approTe 
yoaraotion  Intba  premiaea,  but  walcoma  anyborden 
■nab  legialation  may  reader  aeoeaaiy." 

Sir,  tha  wonder  i«  we  overlooked  the  Stats 
of  Kentuckj  when  we  paaaed  this  reaolutioD 
of  inquiry  origiuallr.  If  tha  stiention  of  the 
Houae  had  been  called  to  the  langnage,  "  the 
late  insDrrectionarr  States,"  which  is  held 
to  exclude  her,  the  resolution  wonld  faaie 
been  amended,  aad  the  comtDittee  inatmcled 
to  extend  their  inquiries  ioto  her  condition. 
Tha  fact  that  we  did  not  inquire  into  her 
condition  last  summer  baa  emboldened  the 
conspirac;  in  that  Stale,  and  membera  of  the 
order  are  going  from  other  States  into  Ken- 
tucky, some  out  of  North  Carolina,  where  the 
law  labeingyigoroDsly  enforced  under  theciyil 
authorities.  The;  go  to  Kentuckj  as  a  haven 
of  rest  and  aafet;  tot  tbem.  Jt  haa  been  the  , 
miafortane  of  that  State  to  be  the  refuge  of 
lebali  since  the  war,  wbea  reconatrnetion  I 
began,  and  the  rebels  in  otbi^r  States  went  into  I 


Kentacky  to  escape  the  military  and  nctfa 
temporary  disfranchisement,  and  they  Inn 
overawed  the  Union  men  and  taken  poaansisg 
of  the  Slate.  The  authorities  are  powerltH 
or  indifferent,  the  Legialature  seemt  in  ijm 
palhy  with  the  conspirators.  Tbej  broke  llie 
jail 'in  Frankfort,  the  capital  of  tha  Sisit, 
when  the  Legislature  was  in  letsion,  tad 
rescued  Scroggina,  a  ntembec  of  ibeir  order, 
who  had  been  arrested  for  an  ontragg.  inj 
no  justice  haa  been  done  them  for  it;  lad, 
so  far  aa  I  know,  no  punishment  for  Kb  KIdi 
outrages  haa  been  had  in  that  Stale.  Only 
Ibe  other  day  we  heard  of  a  case  in  a  coist) 
almost  on  the  Ohio  river.  Some  of  thne  uu 
went  to  a  charch  where  the  colored  pcopU 
were  holding  a  fair,  and  when  a  colom 
man  objected  to  their  violent  proceadiop, 
they  killed  him.  Again,  the  other  day,  net 
far  from  the  capital  of  the  State,  Bnert  i 
wedding  among  the  colored  people  wai  bciof 
conducted,  these  man  appeared  and  broke  i^ 
the  ceremony. 

Mr.  BBCK,(inhia  aeat.)  That  last  cm  it 
a  mistake. 

Mr.  8TBVBNS0N.  Tbey  made  ■  miKakg 
ia  doing  it,  the  gentleman  thinksT 

Mr.  P0LANI3.     I  mast  resume  the fioor. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  have  hera  a  itut- 
ment  of  recent  outrages  which  occurred  il 
South  Carolina,  which  I  aubmit  in  anaaerlt 
the  charges  of  the  gentleman  that  the  Pren- 
dent  is  procoeding  upon  stale  cue*.  Iht; 
show  that  the  conspiracy  ia  jet  ac^re,  sail 
in  one    of  the  proclaimed   conntiea  acuilly 

The  foflowiog  outrages  in  York  cosaty  M- 
cnrred  aubaequsnt  Lo  April  20, 1811 : 

In  April  and  hlay  some  twenty-five  pegron 
wer«  whippad,  and  one  DBgro's  boass  m 
burned. 

In  June,  seven  negroea  and  two  wUla  nm 
were  whippod 

In  Jul;  one  negro  was  whipped  and  ascliool* 
bouse  torn  down,  and  the  Ku  Slni  raided 
twice  upon  a  white  man  whom  ihey  did  sM 
find ;  and  the  aame  month,  and  the  beginnipf 
of  Auguat,  raided  twice  upon  another  whils 

In  AugDBt  the  same  acfaool-boaie  wai  ton 
down  again,  baring  been  rebuilt  by  the  ne- 
groes in  the  mean  time. 

In  September,  three  Ko  Elnx  ontiagM  oc- 

In  September,  six  negroes  wore  whipped  ia 
Cheater  county — four  men  and  two  women. 

Dfcember  23,  1871,  a  colored  man  *H 
whipped  in  Fairfield  count;. 

December  20,  a  white  man  was  whipped  io 
Laurens  county. 

December  16,  a  new  Ka  Elax  Elaa  otfU>' 
iied  in  Laurens  county  and  whipped  a  nep« 
the  same  night. 

December  27,  a  white  mw)  waa  whipped  is 
Fairfield  county. 

Mr.  POLAND.  IgavemyooUeagceostkt 
committee  [Hr.  Stevihsok]  the  Mm e  time  at 
I  gave  the  other  side,  and  I  do  not  ihinl:  ■ 
can  consent  lo  extend  iL     1  now  man  IM 


ondsd  an 


main  question  oAered ;  the  first  ooestion  ondet 
the  operation  thsreol' being,  "Will  the  Hoal* 
BuhsUiute  the  resolntion  offered  by  Ur.  oKt 
for  that  reported  by  the  committee?" 
The  House  divided:  and  there  ««i 
71,  noes  8u. 

Mr.  BECK  called  for  the  yea*  and  nsy*. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  wssdecJded 

in  the  negative— yeas  81,  nays  116,  not  """I 

40;  as  follows: 

TBAH-Btaaara.  Aokar.    Arthor,  Barnan.  Bb*. 

all,  Biggi.  Bird,  Braxton.  Bright.  Jaoa.  Bpm" 

ildwalT,  Carroll.  Co  mi  n  go.  Conner,  Cofc  Cr<* 

roKilani,  Davia.  Bo..  Dn  ^a.  D«ka,|lfnJ»» 

orkar,  Henn-  D.  Foeter,  Oarrett.  Oat.,  QpHw™' 

riffilh,  Ualdaman,  UaDbleton,  BaHOak.  Haadlo). 

^anka.  H.rpor.  Join  T.  Harria.  Harafonl,HB>do»- 

Hibbard.  Uolmu.  Kendall.  Kerr.  King.  [4?'S!: 

Uach.  Lawla,  Mbbbdb,  UoCtaUasd.ilDt^arwv-  *" 
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Henry,  Melotyre,  MeKinney,  McNeely,  Benjamin 
F.  Meyerf.  Mitohell,  Morgan,  Niblaok.  Hoaea  W. 
Parker,  Eli  Perry,  Potter,  Price,  Randall.  Read, 
Edward  T.  Rico,  John  M.  Rice,  Ritohio,  William 
K.  Roberts.  Rogers,  Sherwood,  ehober.  Slater.  Slo- 
cam,  Sloss^wann,  Terry,  Van  Tramp.  Vaugbao, 
Voorhcc^,  Wttddell,  Warren.  Wella.  Whitthorne, 
Winchester.  Wood,  and  Young— W. 

Nays— Messrs.  Ambler,  Averill,  Banks,  Barber, 
Barry,  Beatty,  Bereridge.  Bigby.  Bingham.  George 
M.  Brooks.  Backley.  Bumnton.  Burcbard,  Burdett, 
Roderiok  R.Batler.William  T.  Clarke,GobbJpobum, 
Gogfolan,  Conger.  Cotton,  Bar  rail,  Dawes.  Bonn  an, 
Baell,  Dannell,  Barnes.  Edwards,  Famswortb.  Far- 
well.  Finkelnburg,  Charles  Foster,  Wilder  D.Foster, 
Garfield.  Uale,  Balsey.  Harmer.  Havens,  Hawley, 
Hay.  Gerry  W.  Hazleton,  John  W.  Hasleton.  Hill, 
Hoar,  Uooi>er.  Uoogbton,  Kelley,  Kellogg,  Keicbam, 
Lamport,  Lansing.  Lowe.  Lrnch.  May  nard.  MoGrew. 
McJankin.McKee.Mercar.Merriam.Monroe.  Moore. 
Morey,  Morphis, Leonard  Myers,  Negley,  Orr.  Pack- 
ard, Packer,  Palmer,  Isaac  0.  Parker.  Peck,  Pendle- 
ton. Perce,  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Peters,  Poland,  Porter, 
Prindle.  Rainey,  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Rusk.  Sargent, 
Sawyer,  Seel ey.  Sessions,  Shanks.  Sheldon,  Shella- 
barger,  John  A.  Smith,  Snapp,  Snyder,  Thomas  J. 
Speer.  Spragae,  Starkweather.  StoTonson,  Stoagb- 
ton,  StowelT,  Sypher.  Taffe,  Thomas,  Washinfton 
Townsend.  Tomer,  Tyner,  Upson.  Wakeman,  Wal- 
den.  Waldron.  Wallace.  Walls,  Wheeler.  Whiteley. 
Willard,  Williams  of  Indiana.  Jeremiab  M.  Wilson, 
and  John  T.  Wilson— 115. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adams,  Ames.  Archer, 
Austin  Blair.  James  G.  Blair,  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Campbell,  Freeman  Clarke,  Creely,  Critoher,  De 
Large,  Dickey,  Elliott,  ElyjPrye.  Goodrich.  George 
£.  Harris,  Hays,  KUlinger,  Kinsella,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Grary,  Merrick,  Piatt,  Robinson,  RooseveU,  Sco- 
field.  Shoemaker,  H.  Boardman  Smith.  Worthington 
C.  Smith,  R.  Milton  Speer,  Stevens,  Storm,  Strong, 
St.  John,  Satherland,  DwUcht  Townsend,  Tuthill, 
Twiehell,  and  Williams  of  New  York-4a. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  substitute  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Bsck  for  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee. 

The  question  was  next  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the  ?ote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to :  and 
also  mo?ed  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MK8SAGK  FROtt  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Symp- 
SON,  one  oiits  clerks,  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1062)  to  admit  certain  machin- 
ery imported  from  foreign  countries  free  of 
duty ;  that  it  agreed  to  the  committee  of  con- 
ference asked  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
thereon,  and  that  it  had  appointed  Mr.  Suer- 
MAN,  Mr.  Eelloog,  and  Mr.  Qoldthwaite,  as 
managers  of  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

POSTAL  CONTBAOTS. 

Mr.  FARNSWOKTH,  by  noanimons  con- 
sent, reported  back  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Postmaster  General  of  January 
24, 1872,  and  accompanying  papers,  in  relation 
to  postal  contracts,  and  movea  that  the  same 
be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  to 
the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to, 

LOUISTILLB  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unaniraoutf  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  17th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLTO  BUILDING  AT  OSHKOSH,  WISCONSIN. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  April  14, 
1871,  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  public 
buildinff  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin  :  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLAIM  OP  H.  M.  F08DIOK. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 


H.  M.  Fosdick  on  account  of  depredations 
committed  on  his  property  in  1864  by  the 
Arapabo  Indians  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

LBATE  OF  ABSENCE. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  ef  absence 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Hawley  for  ten  days,  on 
account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Sherwood  for  ten  days,  on 
account  of  the  death  of  a  near  relative. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
motion.  I  move  that  when  the  House  adjourns 
to-morrow,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  not.  I 
hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to  go  on  with  the 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  WeU,  I  hope  we  shall 
adjourn  over. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  thathe  shall  wait  until  to- 
morrow to  submit  his  motion. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  made  the  motion 
to-day  so  that  members  may  be  able  to  regu- 
late tiieir  movements  for  Saturday. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  must  certainly  be  import- 
ant that  gentlemen  may  be  able  to  arrange 
their  bu&iness  so  as  to  leave  the  city  as  early 
as  possible,  but  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  public  business  had  better  be  attended 
to  a  little,  and  that  we  wait  to  act  upon  this 
motion  until  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER.  Strictly  speaking,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  not  entitled 
to  the  floor  to  make  this  motion.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  was  upon  the  floor  to  submit  a 
motion,  and  the  Chair  interrupted  him  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  usual  business. 

T.  J.  JOBB. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Before  I  move 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  yield  to 
my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Matnard,] 
who  desires  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  a  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M  AYNARD,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  524)  to  correct  a  cler- 
ical error  in  the  enrollment  of  an  act  approved 
March  7,  1870,  entitled  **An  act  to  relieve 
certain  persons  therein  named  from  the  legal 
and  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  four- 
teenth amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the 
name  of  S.  J.  Jobe,  of  Catoosa  county,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  which  appears  in  thei  act 
approved  March  7, 1870,  and  which  in  the  bill 
that  was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  was  written  *'T.  J.  Jobe," 
but  was  in  the  enrolled  bill  erroneously  written 
*'S.  J.  Jobe,''  be  corrected  and  changed  to 
"T.  J.  Jobe." 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  ana 
passed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed :  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsiaer  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  yield  for 
a  moment  to  my  colleague  on  the  committee, 
[Mr.  Hale.] 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1191) 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the«pommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Tues- 
day next,  and  from  day  to  day  thereafter  until 
disposed  of. 


Mr.  BECK.  I  reserve  all  points  of  order 
upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  referred  and  made  a 
special  order ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  insist 
upon  my  motion  that  the  Honse  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Wheeler  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  1060,  making  appropriations  for  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  ana  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1878, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  eommiUee 
rose  yesterday  the  paragraph  of  the  bill  had 
been  reached  which  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Assay  Offio«  at  BoU6  City,  Idaho : 
For  salaries  of  eaperintendent,  assajer*  melter, 
and  clerk,  |7.400. 
For  waf  es  of  workmen,  13,000. 
For  incideDtal  and  oontiiiEont  oxpenses,  $1,600. 

Mr.  SHOBER.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  paragraph  in  relation  to  Bois6 
City,  Idaho,  the  following : 

Branch  Mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Oarolina: 
For  awayer.  $1,500;  for  wages  of  workmen,  $1,492; 
for  cbemieals,  charcoal,  and  incidental  and  mlscel- 
laneous  expenses,  $1,500. 

The  amendment  that  I  have  proposed  con* 
templates  the  same  appro jpriation  that  has 
heretofore  been  made  for  tbi.<i  purpose.  I  re- 
gret very  much  that  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations failed  to  report  any  appropriation  for 
this  branch  mint.  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
they  did  not  do  so.  This  establishment  at 
Charlotte  is  a  very  old  one,  one  that  has  been 
in  existence  for  nearly  forty  years.  The  same 
reasons  which  existed  for  it  originally  exist 
to-day.  The  region  in  which  this  branch  mint 
is  located  is  one  of  the  finest  gold-producing 
regions  in  the  United  States.  Although  the 
mining  interests  there  have  been  languishing 
by  reason  of  the  disastrous  scenes  through 
which  we  have  just  passed,  yet  the  operations 
of  gold  mining  there  are  reviving  and  being 
carried  on  to  a  greater  extent  every  year.  I 
concede  that  during  the  last  two  years  the 
operations  of  this  establishment  as  an  assay 
office  have  not  been  very  great ;  but  the  mining 
interests  there  are  daily  developing  and  grow- 
ing, and  we  desire  that  this  office  shall  be  kept 
up  in  order  to  afford  facilities  to  the  miners 
there,  and  to  stimulate  the  mining  interests  in 
that  region. 

This  branch  mint  is  located  in  a  mining 
region  abounding  in  mineral  wealth,  near  a 
rauroad  center,  from  which  five  railroads 
diverge  in  every  direction.  The  gold  regions 
of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia; in  fact,  the  gold  regions  of  the  South  are 
interested  in  the  maintenance. of  this  estab- 
lishment, and  we  desire  it  to  be  continued  as 
an  assay  office.  It  is  the  only  one  that  wo 
have  in  the  South.  The  building  is  there  with 
all  the  appliances  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
operations  of  the  office.  The  appropriation 
asked  for,  amounting  to  less  than  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  is  scarcely  more 
than  would  be  required  to  keep  the  property 
in  a  condition  of  proper  repair  in  case  it  was 
not  occnpied  as  an  assay  office.  I  hope  that 
under  these  circumstances,  in  justice  to  our 
people,  this  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  adopt 
the  amendment  I  have  offered,  and  incor- 
porate this  appropriation  into  this  bill.  Our 
people  are  interested  in  this  ancient  establish- 
ment, and  I  should  regret,  we  all  there  would 
regret,  to  see  it  abolished.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  This  appropri- 
ation for  a  branch  mint  at  Charlotte  was  struck 
out  last  year,  and  this  year  the  Committee  oo 
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Apprnpriu^ons  ware  unsiiimouB  in  leaving  it 
out  of  ihU  bill.  I  tliiiik  1  need  (»y  DOiliing 
more  iban  to  Btnte  the  single  f&ct  that  aioce 
the  31st  of  Msrcii.  IBGl,  up  tu  the  preseuC 
time,  or  from  the  la.'tt  year  Chut  Bnjthmg  was 
done  ilierp,  tlie  lolal  coinage  at  ibit  btacch 
laincwna  liut  $70,580. 

Mr.  COBB.  We  do  not  iek  fora  miat,  but 
onlr  for  an  uksbt  oflice. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Obio.     I  know  thHt; 


aud  there  bM  beeii 
miitee  on  Appcop^ 
tbit  appropriation. 


B  tUis  fear  aekiug  for 


BQl'LBH,  of  Tennessee.  {  trust  this 
ameadment  will  be  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  on  the  pendiof 
ameoditient  baa  been  exhKusted. 

Hr.  BEJI'LEB,  of  Tennessee.  I  more  to 
amend  pro  forma  bj  ntriking  out  the  last 
word.  While  Ibis  branch  mint  la  not  located 
ia  atj  dislrict,  still  m;  constiluants  are  very 
much  interested  in  it.  The  work  there  ia  just 
reviving.  Theta  are  developments  in  that 
region  over  which  there  is  mere  excitement 
there  apon  the  sabject  of  mining  than  there 
has  been  at  any  time  beforfl  for  twenty  years. 
Every  person  in  that  section  of  country  is 
excited  upon  the  sabject  of  minings  new  dis- 
coveries are  being  made  there  every  day. 
This  establishment  is  in  ihe  midst  of  a  devas- 
tated conotry,  and  this  appropriation  is  bat  a 
small  pittance  asked  at  the  hands  of  this  Con- 
gress. Thin  is  an  old  institalinn,  and  notwith- 
atanding  the  showing  that  only  some  seventy 
thousand  dollars  has  been  coined  there  lately, 
it  ia  aiiil  of  much  importance  lo  that  region  of 
country.  The  expense  of  Ibis  appropriation 
is  but  triSiag ;  it  will  cost  the  Government  but 
litlle,  and  it  will  encourage  the  people  there. 
I  trust  the  amendment  will  prevail,  and  that 
Congress  will  give  this  litlle  boon  that  is 
asked  for  the  beneSt  of  the  devabtuted  coun- 
try down  (hpre. 

Mr.  COBB.  Mr.  Chairman,  yesterday  Ihia 
House  appfopritiled  nearly  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars — more  iban  six  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  dollars — for  the  mints 
in  thu  North  and  Northwest ;  and  if  gentlemen 
will  notice  the  bill  before  un  they  mil  observe 
that  the  minl4  and  assay  offices  at  the  South 
are  omitted  en^rety.  We  come  lo-daj  from 
North  Carolina,  within  which  there  is  now  no 
Government  'building  except  this  mini  at 
Charlotte,  asking  lor  $4,300  in  order  to  con- 
tinue the  assay  office  al  that  place.  The 
ainount  we  axk  ia  less  than  a  hundredth  part 
of  the  aggregate  appropriation  aaade  yeslenlaj; 


'  ble  s< 


bullion,  and  when  it  U 
value,  the  result  muHi 
miners.     They  «oald 


.ection  of  North  Caro- 
TCBlsoftbe  State  have 

few  months — -rtceived 
liryis  directed  thiiher- 

want  to  engage  in  this 
a  matter  of  geograph- 
i  forty  or  fifiy  counties 
th  and  South  Carolina, 
i-producing  countiesj 
is  of  gold  iiaving  been 

0  1831,  this  mint  was 

he  mining  people  of 
a  disadvantage  com- 
ng  on  this  pursuit  in 
nersare  nolassociated 
idiviiluals  carrying  on 
If  the  assay  ollice  at 
led,  there  will  be  uo 
reach  south  of  I'hilo' 
ly  they  will  be  defraud- 
)f  the  just  and  honest 
;ause  speculators  and 

1  bay_  Ironi  iliem  I  heir 
old  wilboul  an  assayed 
be  detrimental  to  the 
.variably  suffer  loss. 


Mr.  MAYNARD.     I  appeal  to  geQaemen 

of  the  House  to  sustain  me  in  (he  statement 
that  ia  acting  upon  applicatione  which  way 
be  considered  of  a  local  character,  I,  and  those 
with  whom  1  have  been  moat  intimately  asso- 
ciated in  my  legion  of  country,  have  exercised 
the  largest  liberality,  and  have  been  entirely 
free  from  anything  like  sectional  bias,  or  a 
tendency  to  oppose  a  measure  becaase  it  did 
not  belong  to  our  immediate  locality.  The 
section  of  country  now  under  consideration 
baa  been  a  large  gold- producing  region,  and 
was  at  one  time  greatly  worked,  there  having 
been  originally  two  mints.  The  discovery, 
however,  of  the  gold  ininea  on  iJie  Pacific 
directed  public  attention  to  that  quarter,  and 
caused  a  rush  of  miners  in  that  direction. 
Since  that  time  these  mints  have  been  rela- 
tively of  less  importance,  and  the  mines  have 
not  been  worked  es  they  formerly  were.  Still, 
OS  has  been  said  by  my  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  in  several  counties  of 
North  Carolina,  Sonth  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Tennesaee,  (in  my  own  diatrict  amongothers,) 
the  work  of  mining  has  been  constantly  going 
on.  During  the  last  Congress  we  tboagbt  it 
proper  for  some  reason  to  abandon  to  the 
State  of  Qeorgia  the  mint  building  at  Dah- 
lonega.     The  mint  at  Charlotte  is  the  only  one 


The  amendment  proposes  a  small  appropria- 
tion of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  at  that  point  an  assay. 
office,  and  an  assay  office  alone.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  to  refuse  this  appropriation  wonld 
be  a  great  hardship,  not  to  say  a  great  injus- 
tice, to  these  humbte  miners  who,  while  they 
may  not  have  invested  large  amounts  in  their 
baainess,  are  still  dependent  on  mining  for 
their  livelihood.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
poor  pittance  now  asked  for  continuing  the 
work  of  assaying  in  their  Del^hborhood  is  a 
very  small  boon,  and  one  which  the  Oovern- 
ment  of  ibe  nailed  States  ought  to  grant. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Is  debate  exhausted? 

Tiie  CHAIRMAN.     It  is  not. 

Mr.DAWES.  I  had,Mr.  Chairmai), yester- 
day occasion  to  fay  that  what  the  piner  needed 
was  an  assay  office,  and  gave  some  reason  for  it, 
which  gentlemen  from  the  PaciSc  coast  deemed 
not  to  be  true.  1  have  occasion  to  repeat  that 
beyond  nn  aEsay  office  is  a  positive  dit^advan- 
tage  to  the  miner.  An  assay  office,  where  there 
is  any  considerable  production  of  theprecioas 
metals,  is  absolutely  necc'sarj  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  mining  interesis,  just  as  water 
power  is  necessary  to  the  development  of  a 
man  nfuciuring  establishment.  Everything  that 
fiicilitaies  tlierealizution  to  the  miner  of  the 
most  he  can  make  from  his  products  is  an 
advantage  to  him,  but  beyond  that  point  ts  a 
p.o~i:ive  disadvantage;  and  to  the  miner  an 
assay  office  that  will  turn,  without  trouble  and 
without  cost  to  him,  crude  bullion  into  stamped 
bullion,  is  furnishing  him  with  the  greatest 
positive  advantage.  Bullion  is  worth  more 
than  coin.  I  have  here,  sir,  a  statement  from 
Ihe  last  quotation  of  the  value  of  bullion  and 
thevalueofcoinforexporUtion.  Take $20,000 
of  balliun  and  $20,000  oC'eoin,  and  you  will 
find  bulfion  is  worth  in  the  furetgn  market 
ninety-one  and  some  odd  cents.  You  can 
take  bullion,  ship  it,  and  get  it  coined  for 
nothing.  You  have  to  pay  one  half  of  ooe 
per  cent,  to  have  it  coined  here. 

Then  there  is  the  diSerence  in  the  weight, 
the  diETerence  in  the  alloy.  Coin  is  reckoned 
by  cuunting,  and  bnlliou  by  its  actual  value. 
Then  liiere  is  the  difference  which  is  allowed 
in  the  market  for  abrasion  and  the  varioita 
elements  which  enter  into  the  curEent  losrket 
p.iice  as  compared  with  coin.  It  ia  uo  help  to 
the  miner  tu  establish  a  mint  dawn  by  bis  side. 
It  is  a  help  to  establish  an  assiiy  office.  It  is 
□o  more  help  to  them  to  have  the  bullion  after 
being  assayed  coined  than  it  is  to  men  l«ii 
thousand  milts  off,  for  the  miner  does  not  use 
that  coin.     It  is  taken  after  it  is  coined  by  the 


United  States,  which  is  llie  sovereigD  powtr 
over  the  coinage  of  the  country,  which  pou  it 
into  its  vaults,  and  transfers  it  whars  it  ii 
desired  to  distribute  it.  But  ballioniiusni. 
cle  of  merchandise,  bought  ap  at  a  premiDig  b; 
those  who  seek  it  as  an  article  of  export  h 
is  purchased  as  any  other  article  of  mrrcbsn- 
dise  is  purchased.  So  far  as  there  ii  a  pro- 
duction of  metal  to  justify  the  setting  np  of 
an  assay  office,  in  my  opinion,  it  should  bi 
done  I  but  there  should  be  rto  more  minri, 
There  should  be  less  of  this  sort  of  rataUiiV 
menlA,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fiict  that  it 
was  an  original  qneation  yesterday,  I  tdocM 
have  gone  for  changing  the  office  at  Csraos 
City  into  an  assay  office, 

Mr.  FARN3W0B  TH.  Before  Ihe  geotle- 
man  sits  down  let  me  ask  him  this  quesuoo.' 
Is  the  gentleman  for  or  against  this  propmi- 
tion? 

Kr.  DAWE3-  I  do  not  think  itwuB«» 
sary  for  the  gentleman  tD  ask  that  qsesiiw. 
He  can  understand,  I  Ihiitk,  what  I  havesaii, 
and  if  so,  he  must  know  that  I  favor  Iliii 
propositioQ.  If  I  have  not  been  able  to  0114^ 
myselfuuderstoodby  thatgentlemaOtOfcaiitM 
it  is  my  misfortune. 

Hr.  FAHNSWOBTH.  I  noderstood  ;in 
yesterday  to  speak  against  the  propolituia, 
and  then  vote  for  it, 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  nnderalaad  the  tmtti- 
mentis  withdrawn,  and  I  renew  it  forthepor 
pose  of  saying  a  few  words.  I  do  not  deiin 
to  prolong  this  debate,  bat  as  I  nndeniand  my 
friend  from  Mossaohusetta  [Hr.  D4«Es}  tikrl 
ezcepUon  lo  the  position  stated  by  me  on  ibii 
question  yesterday,  I  shall  make  oulyoiKM 
two  remarks  in  reply.  The  gentleman  s>;i 
that  abrasion  reduces  the  valne  of  coin.  0poD 
old  coins,  where  the  abrasion  would  csoMlbm 
to  be  of  lets  value,  of  course  that  is  true ;  bit 
the  coin  the  miner  receives  frota  the  misi  ii 
new,  and  as  there  is  no  abrasion,  of  coorM 
there  ia  do  loss  on  that  acconnL  Thertrot* 
that  element  must  be  taken  out  of  the  gentJc- 
man'a  caloolation.  If  a  miner  desires  to  pur- 
chase a  piece  of  land,  or  to  purchase  cloib- 
ing  or  food  for  himself  and  family,  to  pay  tli« 
expense  of  labor  he  employa,  of  water,  4c.,  In 
la  compelled  to  pay  in  coin.  In  mskiog  pii^ 
chases  or  payments  he  cannot  use  hullion.  " 
he  sells  his  ballion  for  that  purpose  he  leceivti 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstwica)  o"'/ 
the  assay  value.  If  the  bullion  contsins  » 
large  amount  of  alloy,  the  amount  of  coin  ha 
receives  is  decreased  in  the  same  ptoportios. 
If  it  approaches  the  standard  of  putilj,  "bi™ 
makes  it  of  more  valne  than  com,  so  that  it 
will  receive  alloy  in  coinage,  then  he  receivM 
the  amount  of  coin  it  is  worth,  and  mora,  p"* 
haps,  thaa  its  weight  in  coin.  But  it  csbn 
right  down  to  the  same  proposition.  J'* 
miner  in  San  L<'rancisco,  for  instance,  11  «>"■ 

felled,  by  his  neecsaitiea,  when  he  isHi  b" 
ullion,  to  receive  coin  for  it,  and  he  receir'' 
American  coin,  and  is  charged  for  '» "»•  " 
costs  to  coin  iL  He  can  only  sell forcoio orfor 
greenbacks,  allowing  for  the  discaunL  IM 
geatlemaufromMassschuBetls[Mr.  Di'«)" 
correct  in  slating  tiat  for  exportation  mtitij< 
when  it  ia  to  be  reeoined  in  foreign  eoun- 
triea,  and  where,  by  a  wise  j)nivi»ion  of  Is",  "» 
coinage  charge  is  made,  it  is  advant^eops  i> 
that  case  to  export  bullion.  But  the  ""!>'  ^ 
intended  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  w"'™ 
themselves.  As  they  mast  have  ooio  for  HMt 
businesB,  to  pay  their  ejipensesgeoeral'/c'™ 
to  Ihe  whole  product,  if,  (o  get  the  (""•"■J 
must  poy  for  shipment  lo  a  distant  oiistsEHi 
back,  with  cost  of  insurance,  4c., il '■""7" 
it  is  better  for  them  to  have  the  coiuis^  a«» 
on  the  spot,  Slid  save  these  costs  !«  "' 
friend  is  incorrect  in  his  theory,  while  njl»  1" 
some  of  his  facts.  , 

It  would  begood  policy  for  this  country,*'' 
an  advantage  lor  its  commercial  intercuts,  "^ 
far  in  advance  of  the  amount  which  i>  "^^ 
from  a  coinage  charge,  if  this  '''*''!* iTJJi 


irum  a  coinage  cnarge,  it  uiis  '"■'»  /i^ii 
miou  «ere  aboUsbed.     WewooWthwM*™ 
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to  k«ep  ouc {old  loa greater exiant in  ib«.e«on- 
try.  iuaUad  of  httviiig drained  it  kwbj.  That 
mutter,  I  believe,  ia  now  before  the  CoBiait- 
tee  of  Wkja  and  Ueans,  and  mqj.come  before 
Cotigrew,  uid  I  will  ihee  endeavei  to  sMta 
more  eUborKtely  my  r'\tw»  on  ihU  importsnt 
queetion.     I  withdmw  llie  omendiiiaiil. 

Mr.  MAYNAHDroae. 

Mr.  GAKFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  tro  will 
now  have  a  vote. 

Mr.  MATNARD.  I  waa  about  to  lemuk 
tItKt  the  debate  had  waodecedagood  deal  away 
fram  Lha  iiropoaition  befofe  the  committee. 
My  appreheoaion  i(  abia  ta  Chat  of  the  Romaa 
client  whole  lawyer,  forgetting  hii  three  litUe 
kida  in  contTOTeray,  soaied  away  in  luge  dia- 
couraa  apon  the  slautchter  of  Caonffi  aod  the 
perfidy  of  Haanibal.  I  fear  that  ia  Uiia  leaincd 
and  elaborate  examination  of  the  great  aDbject 
of  caiiiage  the  pittaoce  asked  for  onr  little 
aaa»y  office  may  ce  orerlooked. 

The  quQBlioii  being  taken  on  Ur.  Sb0>bb'> 
amendinent,  it  waa  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  aa  foUowa: 

For  oaBiiieDMtion  of  Gorarau  aod  sspHJataad- 

ent  orlndiui  affairs,  chief  jufltioB,  and  two  auoclata 
judRO.  and  learalarr,  $13,5aU. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  committee  to  move  to  strike  out  <n  that 

rarajraph  the  words  "and  superintendeDt  of 
ndian  affairs,"  as  lha  GoTernor  no  iQuger 
ex  nffitio  holds  that  office. 

The  amoDdineiit  was  agreed  to. 
The  Clerk  read  aa  follows: 


Di«ti 
Poraa 


^orColL_ 


'«r»  of 

•rtbi 

ii.rk«.  llCl'.3oo, 

Mr.  FAU.NSWORTH.     I  move  to  add   at 

the  end  of  the  parBgrs[jh  the  roUowi^g  proviso  i 

Frovi-Ud.  Ttaatnapartar  thtaum  hctaby  atnro- 

prlated  Bbnil  bi  psid  to  1,11/  member  of  iuoh  boaiit 

who  aball  hold  aor  othgr  Federal  office. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  rend  as  follows : 

For  iwentT-eijtht  wjitehmen  for  the  aenetal  «er- 
Ti«  or  the  tntetior  Daparlmsat  balldini.  and  all 
the  boraaa*  tharein.  to  ha  allotted  to  dajr  or  niaht 
(erriea,  *«  tha  tiwreiur  of  the  laMfior  mar  direot, 

tao.i«o. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  insert 
aAer  the  word  "for,". which  commences  the 
paragraph,  the  words  "one  captain  of  tba 
watch,  $1,200." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  foUowa: 
For  stationBr*.  rarnitsre.  adTertislni,  book*,  and 
mitMforthelibrHn.andmlaeellaiieoaiilemM^.OOa. 

Mr.  OAItFXELD.ofOhio.  Imo*eioiitika 
oat  "  tO,UOU,"  and  iniart  *'  £13,000." 

The  aiuendmeat  was  agreed  to. 

The  Cterk  reaJd  as'followi: 
For  rent  sad  fittinii:  up  oftnomi  Tor  the  me  of  the 
Fcnston  OSaa  aod  tot  tho  Butaau  of  EdaoatiDo, 
$14,000. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to 
amend  hy  striking  out  "  114,000,"  andiusert- 
ing  in  lieu  tlwreuf  "  $16,000." 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  laiae  lb*  point,  of  order 
nfian  that  clause  that  there  if  no  law  anlhor- 
iiing  this  Bapeaditnre. 

Ur.  QARFXBLD,  of  Ohio.  The  Btting 
Dp  of  rooms  foithe  naa  eiT  the  Bureau  of  Mdu- 
catioD  aad  the  Peusioo  Offioa  ia  eertwnly  a 
secesaary  expenditure  to  carry  on  a  depiirt- 
ment  of  the  GoTemmeot  already  eaUblishcd, 
and  that  comert  within  the  ruja. 

Ur.  LYNCH.  There  ii  no  lav  anthorizini 
the  lease  or  renting  of  offices  forthe  use  of 
the  Pension  Bureau. 

Mi.(JiAItFlELD,or  Ohio.  It  baa  always 
b«ea  ruled  that  siicit  an  appioprialioa  ia  a 
necessary  expendiiura  to  carry  on  a  depart- 
mi^BC  of  the  Goverdineat,  and  ia  in  order. 

The  CBAllCUAN.  The  Chair  thiuka  ihe 
point  of  order  is  not  wall  taken. 

Mr.  LYNCH.    Then  I  moTe  to  strike  ont 


0»  appr»prJatu)B  t  and  I  da  it  for  the  onipoae 

ol'  aakio^  the  chairmaD  of  the  Committae  on 
Appropriations  to  asplaiu  to  the  Uouee  what 
building)  are  being  rented  Car  this  purpose, 
and  wl^ther  they  ar«  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  ^  the 
gentleman  from  Maiaa  baa  called  attention  to 
this  point,  yesterday  moraiag  th*  Commit- 
tee oa  Apprupriations  bad  before  liiem  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Oeoaical  Land  Office,  the  Gam misM oner 
of  Pensions,  and  ikt  CoEDmiwioneruf  Pateoti, 
aod  he^d  eacj)  of  (beta  gentleman  ia  regard 
to  the  work  of  their  Departmeuta.  This  special 
item,  to  which  aUeuttou  i»  c^led  by  the  gen- 
tlemao  from  Maine,  is  one  about  which  1  shall 
have  more  to  say  in  a  few  moments;  but  I  will 


required  by  the  lav  of  the  last  seaaion  grant- 
ing pension*  to  the  loldiere  of  tha  war  of  1812. 
A  large  deficiency  was  panaed  10  pay  tba  ex- 
PGnditure  during  the  current  year,  aJid  a  large 
lucreage  is  asked  for  for  next  year  on  that 
score.  The  number  of  apptications  made  is 
so  great  tjwt  they  haire  had  ta  add  sixty  clerks 
to  the  oQiaber  heretofore  eiapLoyed,  aad  have 
bean  required  to  gat  a  naw  buildiag  entirely. 
Tbey  bare  hired  the  Seaton  House,  which  la 
DOW  filfed  with  clerks  bf  tba  Pension  Office 
aod  some  other  departments.  Thia  action  has 
beeu  londertd  aaccuiwy  by  the  legitlatien  of 
Congress. 

Mi.  LYNCH.  Now  t  wish  to  ask  the  ebair- 
mao  of  the  Oommiltee  on  Approprialioas  if 
he  thinks  that  a  proper  bailiung  in  which  to 
keep  the  important  papars  conuected  witk  the 
Pension  Bureaa,  pa^iers  the  preacrratiaa  of 
which  i*  oeoessary  as  evideace  npoa  abioh 
claimi  bate  bean  paid  and  are  to  be  paid  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Well,  I  an 
afraid  it  is  not,  from  what  1  hear,  but  I  do  not 
know  whiU  we  can  do  about  it.  The  building 
has  been  ranted  as  the  bast  that  coo  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  whole  building  is  under  tha  con- 
ttol  of  the  GoTetnmeut.  They  bare  escloaive 
chargavf  it,  and  tha  only  daageiisfron  Era — a 
danger  vbieb,  of  course,  ia  iocideat  to  all 
buildinga  of  th^  sork 

Mi.  LYNCH.  Cao  the  gentlemaa  inform 
the  House  the  amount  of  rent  that  is  to  be  paid 
for  that  building— wWlier  it  ia  SU.OOO? 

Mr.  GAKFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  now 
remember  what  the  amount  of  rent  la.  The 
Secretary  of  tha  interior  staled,  howeTer,  that 
he  had  done  iba  vary  best  he  could,  and  bad 
got  the  building  for  what  he  conaidaied  a  fair 
rent.  Tbis  includes,  however,  at  the  gentl»- 
ufun  will  see,  the  Bttiiv  up  oi  tha  building,  and 
ia  uot  a  naked  matter  gf  rent. 

Mr.LYNCH.  It  leBnaCometJiat  Cbebuild- 
iog  in  wbioh  is  to  be  kept  the  papers  cob- 
uecie4  with  tba  Pensioa  iJuraau  shaald.  he  a 
Rre-prouf  building.  I  wil|  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. t«  Htrika  out,  and'  mofe  to  amend  by 
adding  to  ibe  paiac<^pb  >be  folk»ing: 

J'ToridtfL  Thataa  boiUinaahall  baiantad  for  the 

oaa  attbePentiDD  Bureau  whieh  is  not  fiio-ntoor. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hop«  that 
omendnuut  will  not  jirevail,  for  the  reasoo 
that  I  presume  it  is  iinposaible  to  find  a  lire- 

f  roof  building  in  this  city  for  the  use  of  lbs 
elision  Bureau.  If  this  amendment  ahould 
be  adopted,  theu  the  bureai)  will  certainly  have 
to  abandon  Ibia  huildiog,  and  I  do  uot  kuow 
wLere  tbey  wonld  go  i  tliey  would  be  (tuned 
into  the  straala. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  luppoM  that,  in  the 
literal  weauiug  of  this  amendmanl,  ibare  i« 
not  a  fiie-proof  building  now  eiiatiag  in  this 
city,  outside  of  tba  Ooveramant  buildiags. 
Xl^  ezperieoce  of  tba  recent  Cbioa^o.  lira 
shews  that  the  very  best  buUdingB  of  bcick  and 
ii^u  in  that  city  weut  down  befuratba  devour- 
iug  elemtmt.  By  adopting  this  ameudneut 
wc  will  simply  refoae  any  opportunity  lo  the 
Fensioa  Bureau  to  carry  on  the  busiaess  that 
Congress  has  imposed  upon  it.  If  the  ex- 
penses of  that  bureau  are  increasing  rapidly,  it 


ippo 

For  instance, 
of  Pensions 
nder  LDe  law 


is  one  own  fault.  A  day  or  two  ago  there  waa 
a  competitioB  aa  both  sides  of  this  House, 
■tarliog.  wiib  my  frie«da  00  the  other  aide,  to 
see  who  would  soonest  propose  an  exten^ou 
of  lime,  and  the  loagust  time,  for  a  large  class 
of  pensioners  toubtaio  the  benefit  of  eai  pen- 
sion laws.  I  believe  thtft  finsdly  the  com- 
mittee wbidi  had  the  subject  ui  charge  pro- 
posed the  longest  tame,  and  they  wereailowed 
the  preferei^w.  Tbeso  laws  aceai  to  pasa 
through  Coagreaa  *ery  easiiy,  and  they  bring 
in  large  classes  of  applicaoti.  'Ibe  numbers 
affiHsled  by  special  legislation  are  fonad  to  be 
invariably  much  greater  than  supposed  possi- 
ble when  the  laws  are  passed. '  *"-  '-  -  - 
lam  told  by  the  ComniswoDer 
that  tba  aamber  of  applicants,  t 
extending  pensions  to  ihe  lurvivi 
of  1812,  is  over  forty  Ihoueand,  whereas  I  d 
not  suppose  that  any  gentleman  who  voted  for 
lha  b>U  in  the  last  OoiigrasH  supposed  that  tba 
number  would  be  orer  twenty-five  thousand. 
I  believe  in  tie  naceesii^  tor  the  ereolionof 
more  publin  buildings  in  (his  city.  But  I 
vememLer  that  duriag  ibe  last  hoars  of  the  last 
Congress,  when  there  was  a  proposition  pend' 
lag  lor  a  naw  building  for  the  State  Depart- 
ment, it  was  fiercely  opposed  and  fonglit, 
although  we  showed  that  the  building  in  which 
were  kept  tha  valuable  atchives  of  this  Oov- 
ernmeat,  all  tha  valuable  records  ooanected 
wiihenrdiploioalioMivioc,  wasamere  tioder- 
boi,  a  ranted  bnilding,  and  entirely  unsafe  in 
every  respecu  And  by  a  very  close  vote, 
vary  far  skort  of  the  party  majority  ber«,  the 
proposition  finally  prevailed.  Certainly  this 
aoiendment  ought  uot  to  prevail,  to  eompel 
the  Pension  Bureau  to  suspend  like  ezecntion 
of  the  lawB  of  Congleea  in  regard  to  pensioners 
or  ta  transact  their  business  in  the  street,  for 
it  would  be  iapoasible  to  find  I'ov  (heir  use  a 
fire-proof  building  in  this  city. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  upon  this  question.  But  my  a(- 
teniioa  was  called  to  the  building  now  oMu- 

§i*d  by  the  Feaaios  Burean,  because  of  some 
UBineNS  ihat  1  had  vitb  iL  Aad  in  gcriag 
throngh  that  building,  as  i  kadoooosiontodo, 
upon  my  buainess,  jt  seemed  to  me  that  no 
building  could  be  found  leas  sniioble  fur  the 
purpnae  for  which  it  was  used  tUau  that  aame 
bailding,  the  Seaton  Uonse.     it  may  be.  as  the 

Sntleman  from  California  [Mr.  .■^iboent]  says, 
U  there  is  no  building  in  WashingiOD  that  ia 
fireproof.  But  I  take  u  there  are  some  build- 
ings that  will  approximate  to  fire-proof  bu-.ld- 
ings,  certaijily  sume  buildtogs  much  sa'er  ijid 
more  convenient  than  the  one  uow  occupied 
for  that  purpose.  .  However,  I  will  withdjew 

Mr.  McNEBLY.  I  renew  the  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  '  '  ' 
porlanl  papers  now  ( 
&t  least  nmofig  the  n 
relating  to  pensiona, 
cales  and  papers  in 
passed  upon  Snally, 
□ers  who  haVeiliedw 
It  is  very  important 

by  which  those  claims  can  be  prosecuted  to  a 
aonoluaion.  IftheSe  papers  shonid  be  destroyed 
b;  Gre,  as  cbe^  may  be  to-night,  kept  as  they 
are  iti  a  building  formerly  occupied  as  a  hotel, 
there  would  be  in  many  cases  nothiag  preserved 
by  wbiell  these  claimants  could  prosecute  their 
claims  and  obtain  ^stice  from  the  Qovorn- 
loent.  I  waasarpnsed  last  sam mar  when  I 
heard'that  the  Government  bad  rented  for  tha 
nee  of  the  Pension  Bureau  a  building  wbick 
was  liable  .to  be  bjirnad  at  any.  time.  I'hess 
papers,  ore  it)  doog^r  every  biiur  by  reason 
uf  being  placet!  in  Uial  building ;  und  I  Dtink 
we  sbonlil  al  as  early  a  duy  as  possible  return 
thnaa  papers  to  ibe  Govern  me  at  building  iVoin 
whichlhey  were  taken,  or  rent  afire- PTOOI  build- 
ing for  the  pQrpaae.  Thepe^^^ons  whose  claims 
aie  thus  anilaugered  are  iu  need  of  muney,  and 
certainly  deserve  all  they  claim-,  and  unlesl 
some  belter  reason  can  be  arged  a^nit  tta 
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amendment  than  an j  yet  offered,  I  hope  it  will 
be  adopted,  so  that  the  records  upon  which 
these  claimants  expect  to  obtain  their  pensions 
shall  be  kept  in  a  lafe  place. 

Mr.  QAUFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  simply 
say,  in  answer  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 
two  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  that  the  per- 
manent records  of  the  Pension  Bureau  are  not 
kept  at  the  Seaton  House,  but  only  the  papers 
for  current,  every-day  business;  and  this  is 
the  best  arrangement  that  is  possible  under 
the  circumstances. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  The  gentleman  is  entirely 
mistaken. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Of  course,  at 
the  Seaton  House  there  are  valuable  papers,  the 
burning  of  which  would  be  a  very  great  loss. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  was  told  in  the  Seaton 
House  that  there  were  papers  there  which,  if 
lost,  could  not  be  replaced  ;  most  important 
papers  connected  with  the  Pension  Bureau: 
evidence  of  claims  which  had  been  paid,  ana 
that  if  they  should  be  lost,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  protect  the  Government  against 
the  re-presentation  and  repayment  of  those 
claims. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  desire  to  say  in  support 
of  the  statement  just  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Lynch] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  cannot  per- 
mit this  irre^lar  discussion  to  proceed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Qarfibld,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  and  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Ltnch, 
and  renewed  by  Mr.  MoNeelt,  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  paragraph  the  following : 

PramdetLThni  no  buiidioR  fhall  be  rented  for  the 
use  of  the  Pension  Bareau  which  is  not  flre-proof. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  essnftl  repairs  of  the  [Interior]  Department 
buildins.  $10,000. 

Mr.GALiFIELD,ofOhio.  I  move  to  amend 
the  clause  just  read  so  as  to  make  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  $16,000. 

The  amend  meat  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  eash  lystem,  maps,  diograms,  stationery,  far- 
nitnre,  and  repairs  of  the  same;  miseenaneons 
items,  inolndins  two  of  the  oitv  newspapers*  to  be 
filed,  bound,  and  preserved  for  the  use  of  the  office : 
advertising  and  telefraphinir;  miscellaneous  items 
on  account  of  bounty  lands  and  military  patents, 
under  the  several  acts,  and  contingent  expenses 
under  the  swamp-land  act,  $20,000;  making  a  total 
appropriated  for  the  General  Land  Office  of  $214,56^. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to 
amend  the  paragraph  just  read  by  striking  out 
<*  $20,000,'*  and  inserting  *' $80,000/'  as  the 
'appropriation  for  *' miscellaneous  items  on 
account  of  bounty  lands  and  military  patents, 
under  the  several  acts,  and  continent  expenses 
under  the  swamp-land  act.''  I  also  move 
to.  amend  by  changing  the  aggregate  of  the 
appropriation  from  $244,660  to  $&4,560. 

The  mendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  whether 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  have  agreed 
to  all  these  amendments. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  report  them 
all  from  the  committee. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Pension  Office: 

.  For  compensation  of  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 

|3,000;  chief  clerk,  $3,000;  twenty-two  clerks  of  class 

foar,  forty-eigbt  clerks  of  class  three,  seventy-eix 

olerksof  class  two,  seven  ty-eight  clerks  of  claasone. 

Sixteen  female  copyists  at  $900  each,  one  messenger, 
ive  assistant  messengers,  and  five  laborers  in  his 
oiloe;  in  all,  $349^800. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  amend 
by  adding  the  following  as  a  new  paragraph 
after  the  paragraph  just  read : 

For  compensation  of  additional  temnorary  clerks 
in  the  Pension  Office  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
18^  as  follows: 

For  four  clerks  of  class  three,  eight  clerks  of  class 
two,  forty-eight  clerks  of  class  one,  nine  female 
copyists  at  ^KX)  each,  seven  assistant  messengers, 
and  five  laborers ;  in  all,  $91,940. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  that  the  Committee  of 


the  Whole  ought  not  to  adopt  bo  large  an  in- 
crease as  this  without  knowing  precisely  what 
it  is  for.  The  Commissioner  or  Pensions  has 
said  to  the  Committee  of  Appropriations  that 
the  carrying  out  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  pay 
pensions  to  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  renoers 
necessary  this  additional  appropriation.  They 
are  now  employed,  and  we  have  drafted  the 
paragraph  permitting  this  additional  force  so  it 
will  be  good  only  for  the  next  current  year. 
Therefore  when  this  work  is  done  no  addi- 
tional force  will  be  employed. 

Mr.  McCORMICE,  of  Missouri.  Isthe  force 
now  employed  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  is  employed 
under  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill  of  last 
Congress. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  stationery,  engraving,  and  retouching  plates; 
for  bounty  land-warrants,  printing  and  binding  the 
same,  office  furniture,  ana  repairing  the  same,  and 
miscellaneous  items.includlDg  two  daily  newspapers, 
to  be  filed,  bound,  and  preserred  for  the  use  or  the 
office,  ana  for  detection  and  investigation  of  fraud, 
$17,000. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  directed 
by  the  Committee  of  Appropriations  to  strike 
out  *' $47,000,''  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert 
*»  $76,000," 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
why  the  amount  is  nearly  doubled?  Is  it  for 
stationery,  engraving,  and  retouching  plates, 
for  bounty  land- warrants,  printing  and  bind- 
ing the  same,  and  miscellaneous  items,  includ- 
ing two  daily  newspapers? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Read  the  last 
clause,  which  is  the  one  on  which  the  increase 
is  asked.  It  is  for  the  detection  and  investi- 
gation of  frauds.  The  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior made  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
yesterday  .morning  what  was  a  startling  state- 
ment. He  expressed  his  confident  belief,  and 
I  wrote  it  down  at  the  time,  and  have  the  sen- 
tence here  on  a  slip  of  paper,  that  nearly  one 
fourth  of  the  pensions  we  now  pay  is  a  fraud. 
I  was  amazed  at  his  statement ;  but  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  who  sat  by  his  side,  said 
the  statement  was  not  an  extravagant  one, 
and  referred  me  to  page  14  of  his  own  report, 
where  the  gentleman  irom  Massachusetts  will 
find  a  paragraph  of  nearhr  one  half  page,  stat- 
ing the  character  of  the  frauds  perpetrated  on 
the  Pension  Office  in  the  form  or  fraudulent 
certificates  got  up  by  claim  agents.  To  ferret 
out  these  frauds,  and  to  punish  the  perpetra- 
tors of  them,  the  appropriation  of  this  money 
will,  no  doubt,  be  the  very  best  economy.  The 
committee  were  amated  at  the  facts  brought 
to  their  attention,  and  concluded  the  best  way 
to  remedy  the  evil  would  be  to  increase  the 
fund  for  the  detection  of  these  frauds ;  and 
that  is  the  reason  for  the  increase  of  appro- 
priation in  this  item. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  only 
asked  the  question  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
out  the  statement  that  has  been  made,  and  for 
the  further  purpose  of  saying  that  from  some 
considerable  examination  of  the  subject  made 
in  the  course  of  my  duty  as  president  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  National  Asylum  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioner is  not  exaggerated  in  that  regard ; 
certainly  not  largely  exaggerated.  And  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  and  the  House  in  this  connection 
to  the  fact  that  these  frauds  are  largely  caused 
by  paying  pensions  through  pension  agents, 
instead  of  distributing  the  money  over  the 
country  through  the  various  post  offices  where 
the  pensioners  are  individually  known.  As  it 
is  now,  the  pension  agents  do  not  know  the 
individual  pensioners  at  all.  They  come  in 
large  numbers  and  form  a  line,  waiting  for 
their  turn  to  be  paid,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
check  of  identification.  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  necessity  of  some 
change  in  making  payment  of  pensions  and  in 
the  identification  of  pensioners. 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  ia  a  voy 
proper  suggestion  to  be  made  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word.  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the  valuable 
time  of  the  committee  to  any  extent. 

Mr.  HOAR.  With  the  gentleman's  permis- 
sion, I  wish  to  call  attention,  in  the  line  of  tbe 
remarks  of  my  collesgue,  [Mr.  Butlkb,]  to  the 
the  fact  that  this  condiiion  of  things  create  not 
only  great  frauds  upon  the  public,  but  also  a 
great  annoyance  on  the  part  of  hooest  pen- 
sioners, because  the  constant  suspicion  causes 
a  great  deal  of  delay  to  the  honest  penaiooers 
in  getting  the  pensions  to  which  they  are 
entitled. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Thai  will 
all  be  prevented  by  paying  them  through  the 
post  offices. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  call  the  atteniioii  of 
the  committjBeto  one  or  two  instances  of  start- 
ling frauds  found  out  by  the  Pension  Bureau. 
They  will  show  how  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior and  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  have 
made  up  the  estimate  thst  so  large  a  number 
of  pensions  is  fraudulent.  The  CommiseioDer 
of  Pensions  has  found,  in  a  single  instance 
arising  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  statutes 
passed  for  the  relief  of  the  survivors  of  that 
war,  where  between  two  and  three  hundred 
fraudulent  cases  were  presented  by  claims 
agents  in  New  York  city.  The  attention  of 
the  Department  was  called  to  them,  and,  an 
investigation  being  had,  they  were  found  to  be 
a  complete  fraud  from  beginning  to  end.  Some 
of  these  claims  sgents  were  indicted,  tried,  and 
convicted,  and  some  were  chased  from  this 
country  into  Canada.  This  appropriation, 
increased  from  $47,000  to  $75,000,  is  almost 
entirely  in  that  direction  for  the  detection  of 
frauds.  There  are  still  cases  of  this  kind,  as 
the  Commissioner  believes,  all  over  the  conn- 
tnr,  and  this  increased  appropriation  is  the  eye 
of  his  department ;  he  cannot  see,  or  if  he 
sees,  he  cannot  work  up  the  invesUgationa, 
without  it.  1  do  not  understand  that  there  is 
any  opposition  to  the  amendment,  but  I  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
startling  extent  of  these  frauds. 

The  question  being  taken  en  the  amendmeot 
of  Mr.  Garpibld,  of  Ohio,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

United  States  Patent  Office : 
ForcompoDsation  of  the  Cemmisslonar  of  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  $4,600:  for  Assistant  Commissioner,  $3.00S: 
foriobief  olerkt  $2,500;  three  examinera-in^chioi;  at 
$3,000  each;  examiner  in  charge  of  interfereaces, 
$2,500;  twenty-two  principal  examiners,  at  $2,500 
each ;  twenty-two  first  assistant  ezamiaers.  at  $1 JQO 
each;  twenty-two  second  assistant  examiners,  at 
$1,600  each,  two  of  whom  may  be  females;  one  libra- 
rian, $2,000;  one  msehioiat,  $1,600;  fire  clerks  of 
olass  four,  eivbt  clerks  of  class  three,  fifty  eleHu  of 
class  two.  and  Ibrty-fivajelerJuof  olaiSone;  makiBt. 
in  all,  $33o.700.  ^^ 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  the 
following  amendment: 

In  line  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three  strike 
out  "two"  and  insert  "four;"  so  that  it  will  read, 
"twenty-four  principal  examiners,  at  $2,500  eaeb.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move,  also, 
the  following  amendment  to  this  paragraph : 

In  line  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  alter  the 
word  "dollars."  insert  thoibllowiag:  **trad«>Baik 
examlaor.  $2^/' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  also  move 
the  following  amendment: 

In  lino  eight  hundred  and  sovontv-fonr  strike  oot 
the  word  "  two  "  and  inrart  the  word  "  four  :**  so  that 
it  will  read,  "  twenty-four  first  assistant  examiners, 
at  $1300  each." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  also  move 
the  following  amendment : 

In  line  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  strike  oat 
the  word  "five"  and  insert  the  word  "six;" so  that 
it  will  read,  "six  clerks  of  classfour." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  also  move 
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the  followiDg  amendment,  to  correct  a  clerical 
error: 

In  line  eight  hundred  and  eicht7t  ^fter  the  word 
**  fifty/'  insert  the  word  **flre ;"  to  that  it  wiU  read, 
**  fifty-five  olerks  of  oltss  two." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  thirty  permanent  olerkt,  at  $1,000  each  r  for 
forty  permanent  clerks,  at  $900  eaoh ;  for  two  ■killed 
draaghtsmen,  at  $1,200  each  for  thirty-flire  oopyisti 
of  drawings,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum  eaoh ; 
for  one  meseengcr  and  parehatinf  elerk,  $1.000 ;  for 
one  skilled  laborer,  $1 200;  for  eight  attendants  in 
model -room,  at  $1,000  each;  for  eight  attendants  la 
model-room,  at  $900  each ;  for  thirty  laborers,  at 
S720  eaoh ;  for  six  laborers,  at  $600  eaoh ;  in  all, 
tli6.000. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     I  more  the 

following  amendment: 

In  line  eight  bnndred  and  eighty-fiye  strike  ont 
the  word  two"  and  insert  the  word  ** three;"  so 
that  it  will  read,  **  three  skilled  draughtsmen,  at 
$1,200  each." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  * 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  contingent  and  miseellaneons  expenses  of  the 
Patent  Office,  namely,  for  stationery  for  use  of  office, 
repair  of  model-oasesi  stationery  portfolios  for  draw- 
ings, furniture,  repairing,  papering,  painting,  ear- 
pets,  ice,  adrertising,  books  for  library,  moneys 
refunded,  printina:  engrared  patent-heads,  interna- 
tional exchanges,  plumbing,  gas-fltting,  extra  labor 
on  indexes  and  abstracts  for  annual  reports,  fitting 
rooms,  temporary  clerks,  laborers,  and  other  contin- 
gencies, $90,000. 

Mr.  McCORMICE,  of  Missoari.  I  mo?e  to 
amend  by  striking  oat  '*  $90,000'*  and  insert- 
ing *'  $80,000, "  for  the  purpose  of  inqoiriBg 
how  this  compares  with  the  appropriation  in 
the  bill  of  last  year. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  is  the  same 
as  last  year.  We  hare  foUowed  the  bill  of 
last  year,  except  where  we  offer  amendments. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Misaooru  I  with- 
draw my  amendment 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  surveyor  general  of  Oregon,  $2*500,  and  for 
clerks  in  his  office.  $4,000. 

Mr.  SLATER.  I  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph as  follows : 

In  line  nine  hundred  and  forty-nlae  strike  out 
"$4,000"  and  insert  "$5,400." 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  the  fiict 
that  the  estimates  for  clerk  hire  in  the  office 
are  $5,400.  I  wish  to  have  the  appropriation 
in  harmony  with  the  estimates. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  com- 
mittee wiH  allow  tne  item  to  stand  as  it  is. 
We  have  taken  the  figures  of  last  Tear. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  Mr.  Slater's 
amendment,  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Department  of  Agriculture : 
For  eompensation  of  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture. $3,000;  chief  olerk,  $2,000;  entomologist,  $2,000; 
chemist,  $2,000;  anistant  chemist,  $1,000;  superin- 
tendent of  exnerimental  gardens  andjgrounds,  ^000; 
statistician,  $2,000;  disbursing  olerk,  fl.800;  superin- 
teodent  of  seed-room.  $1,800;  librarian,  $1,800;  bcjt- 
anist,  $1,800;  four  clerks  of  class  four,  flye  clerks  of 
elan  three,  six  clerks  of  class  two,  seven  clerks  of 
class  one;  engineer,  f  1,400;  superintendent  of  fbld- 
Sng^oom,  $L200:  assistant  superintendent  of  exper- 
imental garden  and  grounds.  $1,200;  assistant  super- 
intendent  of  the  seed-room,  $1,200;  three  copyists,  at 
$000  each ;  two  attendants  in  museum,  at  $1,000  each ; 
chief  messenger.  $860;  two  assistant  messengers ;  one 
carpenter,  at  f060:  three  watohmea»and  eight  labor- 
ers: making,  in  all,  $74,070. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  move  the 

following  amendment: 

In  line  nine  hundred  and  seyenty-thrtSL  after 
the  word  "  thousand  "  first  occurring  in  said  line, 
insert  the  words  "  fire  hundred ;"  so  that  it  will 
read,  "chemist,  $2,500." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  move  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

la  line  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  strike  out 
"$850."  and  insert  "$1,000;^  so  that  it  will  read 
"chief  messenger.  ^,000." 

I  desire  to- say  that  the  Agricnltoral  Depart- 
ment is  veiy  short  of  clern.  Last  year  the 
Commissioner  asked  for  four  additional  clerks. 
He  was  given  two  instead  of  foar.  He  saw 
proper  (o  employ  a  competent  young  man  to  act 


in  the  capacity  of  chief  messenger ;  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  clerical  force  is  so  short 
and  so  inadequate  to  the  daties  that  must  neces- 
sarily be  discharged,  that  messenger  performs 
a  large  part  of  the  duties  of  a  first  class  clerk. 
He  is  a  most  competent  and  accomplished 
vonng  man,  has  a  small  family — to  his  honor, 
let  it  be  said— «nd  really  cannot  live  npon 
$850.  I  hope  the  committee  will  allow  him 
an  additional  $160,  thns  giving  him  a  salary 
altogether  of  $1,000.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  well  aware  that  chief  messengers,  as  a  role, 
do  not  receive  more  than  $860  a  ^ear.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  refer  to  many  instances  in 
which  snch  persons  do  receive  more,  bot  I 
have  a  very  distinct  recollection  that  the  chief 
messenger  in  tho  Patent  Office  gets  $1,009  a 
year,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
committee  to  adopt  this  amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  always 
glad  to  oblige  my  friend  and  colleague,  bot  if 
his  amendment  prevails  it  will  set  an  example 
for  all  the  Ezecotive  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  and  raise  the  pay  of  all  chief  mes- 
sengers to  $1,000  a  year.  In  all  the  various 
boreaos  of  the  Interior  Department,  Post 
Office  Department,  and  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, the  chief  messengers  get  $840  a  year 
and  the  assistant  messengers  $720.  Now,  if 
we  set  this  one  example,  and  pot  the  pay  of 
this  messenger  of  the  Agricnltoral  Department 
at  $160  a  year  more  than  men  doing  similar 
service  receive  elsewhere,  then  good-by  to 
any  eqoality  in  the  matter.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  my  friend  will  not  press  this  amendment. 
I  would  moch  prefer  to  give  an  additional 
clerk,  rather  than  break  the  role  by  increas- 
ingthe pay  of  the  chief  messenger. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  opon  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Wilsok,  of  Ohio,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  the-follow- 
ing  amendment : 

In  line  nine  hundred  and  ninety,  strike  ont 
"eifht"  and  insert  "nine;"  so  that  the  clause  wiU 
read,  "and  nine  laborers." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  to  sav  that  for  all  the 
labors  that  roost  necessarily  be  performed  at 
the  Agricnltoral  Department  they  have  bot 
eight  laborers.  Now,  it  will  be  remembered 
by  gentlemen  that  scarcely  five  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  boilding  of  the  Agricnltoral 
Department  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Commissioner.  It  was  boilt  within  two  years 
in  what  was  absolotely  a  common,  containing 
aboot  thiny-five  acres.  A  very  large  amoont 
of  work  has  already  been  done,  bot  a  large 
amoont  more  most  necessarily  be  done  In 
order  to  make  the  grounds  creditable  either  to 
ajpricoltore  or  to  the  eoontry.  The  Commis- 
sioner asked  for  two  additional  laborers,  but 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  did  not  seem 
disposed  to  allow  him  that  increase  of  force. 
He  is  willing  to  take  one  if  he  can  get  him.  If 
he  cannot  get  what  he  wants  he  will  take  what 
he  can  get.  Now,  I  bo^e  the  committee  will 
not  deny  the  Commissioner  one  additional 
laborer. 

I  desire  to  say  further,  and  I  direct  mv  re- 
marks especially  to  my  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  that 
there  are  sondry  little  appropriations  for  the 
Department  of  Agricoltore  leu  oot  of  this  bill, 
some  of  which  are  absolotely  indispensable  for 
carrying  on  the  Dep^artment  soocessfolly.  They 
amoont  in  Mo,  incloding  the  amendment 
which  has  jost  been  rejected  by  the  commit 
tee,  to  a  mere  fraction  over  $4,000.  I  believe 
$4,070  is  the  precise  som.  Now,  I  beg  leave 
toaseore  the  committee  and  my  colleagoethat 
not  one  single  dollar  has  been  asked  for  this 
Department  bot  what  is  a  matter  of  necessity. 
I  hope  that  these  few  amendments  which  I 
offisr  will  be  adopted,  and  withoot  any  debate, 
for  I  have  no  desire  to  consome  the  valoable 
time  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  simply 
say  that  my  oolleagoe  has  submitted  hi^  rec- 


ommendations and  amendments  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Appropriations.  They  are  two  or 
three  In  nomber.  I  am  not  aothorized  by  the 
committee  to  accent  them.  The  first  one  I  felt 
obliged  to  resist.  We  have  reported  these  appro- 
priations a  little  under  the  estimates  sent  to 
08  from  the  Department,  following  the  appro- 
priations of  last  year  exactly.  My  colleague' s 
amendments  would  make  the  appropriations 
aboot  half  way  between  the  estimates  and  the 
appropriations  of  last  year.  If  the  House 
chooses  to  adopt  them,  I  shall  not  resist. 

The  qoestion  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Wil8on*8 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  paragraph: 

For  purchase  and  distribution  of  new  and  valuable 
seeds  and  plants,  $40,000:  for  expenses  of  putting  up 
the  same,  for  labor,  bavctuf ,  paper,  twine,  gum,  and 
other  neoessary  materiais,  $5,000. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNB.  I  move  to  amend 
that  paragraph  by  striking  oot  '*  $40,000/'  and 
inserting  in  lien  thereof  *^  $60,000,"  and  by 
adding  to  the  paragraph  the  following : 

ProvuUd,  That  $20,000  of  said  sum  shall  be  ex- 
pended in  the  purohase  and  distribution  of  sneh 
seeds  and  plants  as  are  adapted  to  the  soil  and  eli- 
mate  of  the  southern  States,  and  whioh  shall  be 
distributed  by  the  Commissioner  through  theoflSoers 
of  the  State  and  county  affriooltural  societies  in  said 
States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  add 
any  force  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  the 
amendment  itself.  It  is  well  known  to  this 
House  that  for  a  long  period  of  time  the  sooth- 
em  States  were  wiUioot  the  benefit  of  seeds 
from  this  boreao,  and  it  is  well  known  also 
that  the  soothem  States  have  been  and  are 
now  engaged  in  a  system  of  labor  new  to  them ; 
and  with  that  new  system  of  labor  I  trust  it 
will  receive  aid  and  encooragement  at  the 
hands  of  this  Government.  I  trost  that  the 
Government  will  give  fhem  the  benefit  of  new 
seeds  and  new  plants  to  aid  them  in  diversify- 
ing their  industry.  I  trost  that  m?  amendment 
will  receive  the  approbation  of  this  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  trost  that  this 
amendment  will  not  prevail.  Oor  friends  in 
the  South  were  too  bosy  in  another  direction 
doring  the  time  they  were  deprived  of  these 
seeds  to  have  made  good  ose  of  them,  even  if 
they  had  received  them,  and  I  really  do  not 
know  that  we  ought  now  to  compensate  them 
for  it.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  RAINBT.  I  ask  that  the  amendment 
mav  be  again  read. 

The  amendment  was  aceordingiy  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  opon  the  amend- 
ment has  been  ezhaosted. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNB.  I  withdraw  the 
amendment 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  renew  it,  and  will  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr. 
RAnrcTj  for  a  short  time. 

Mr.  RAINBT.  I  am  opposed  to  this  ameod- 
ment  becaose,  in  my  jodgment,  its  effect  will 
be  to  deprive  a  class  of  poor  men  in  the  Sooth 
of  the  facilities  now  accorded  to  them  throogh 
the  Agricoltoral  Department.  In  many  por- 
tions of  the  soothem  States  we  have  no  agri- 
coltoral societies ;  that  is  to  say,  no  societies 
of  which  the  poor  men  of  that  eoontry  are 
members.  We  have  agricnltoral  societies 
organised  for  the  porpose  ef  perpetuating 
certain  sentiments  in  the  Sooth.  Those  agri- 
coltoral societies  are  opheld  by  men  whose 
sentiments  and  spirit  are  in  opposition  to  the 
poor  men  of  the  eoontry.  I  believe  that  if 
the  seeds  and  plants  which  are  now  distributed 
by  the  agency  of  the  Agricoltoral  Department 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  these  agricol- 
toral societies  of  the  Sooth,  the  poor  men  of 
Uiat  eoontry  woold  not  get  the  quota  of  them 
which  they  now  obtain  throogh  their  Repre- 
sentatives. I  am  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
amoont  of  appropriation  for  the  distribution 
of  seeds  and  plants,  for  I  believe  they  are  very 
moch  needed  by  os  in  the  soothem  States. 
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via  Bud' a,  Dorchester,  and    Wilmiagtoa,  to 
GaledoDia,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FINAL  ADJOURNMKNT. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  now  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso* 
laiion  fixing  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of 
this  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  think  it  is  expe- 
dient  for  ns  to  launch  into  the  broad  sea  of 
discussion  opened  by  that  resolution;  cer- 
tainly not  now  during  this  momins  hour  when 
we  have  come  here  to-day  expressly  to  devote 
ourselves  to  another  business.  I  hope  the 
Senator  will  see  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
press  that  resolution  to-day.  There  are  vari- 
ous topics  which  are  closely  associated  with 
it  which  must  be  discussed.  They  cannot  be 
discussed  adequately  between  now  and  one 
o'clock,  when  the  Senate  will  necessarily  pro- 
ceed with  the  apportionment  bill.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  better  economy  of  our  time  if 
we  proceeded  at  once  to  the  apportionment 
bill,  instead  of  entering  upon  the  other  dis- 
enssion.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
taking  up  this  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  manifest  that  this 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  going 
to  lead  to  debate.  I  am  very  anxious  that  we 
should,  if  possible,  get  through  with  the  appor- 
tionment bill  to-day.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  under  the  circumstances,  if  he  is  not 
willing  now  that  we  should  take  up  the  appor- 
tionment bill,  and  go  on  with  it  at  once?  I 
think  he  will  accomplish  nothing  by  bringing 
up  at  this  time  the  resolution  he  desires  to 
have  acted  upon.  There  will  be  but  a  half 
hour,  and  there  is  an  evident  disposition  by 
some  persons  to  discuss  the  question.  Had 
he  not  better  let  it  lie,  I  suggest  to  him,  until 
it  will  not  be  cut  off  by  some  other  matter?  It 
would  be  cut  off  at  one  o'clock  anyhow.  If 
he  will  withdraw  his  motion,  I  will  ask  the 
Senate  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  consideration 
of  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  a  couple  of  bills  that  I 
should  like  to  dispose  of,  one  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  that  has  come  to  us 
from  the  House,  and  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  will  allow  me  to  dispose  of  them ,  as 
it  appears  very  distinctly  now  that  debate  will 
follow  the  taking  up  of  the  resolution  which 
he  names. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  aues- 
lion  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  irom 
Indiana. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  think  there  will 
be  much  discussion  on  the  resolution.  It 
seems  some  discussion  is  threatened,  and  we 
had  some  the  other  morning,  but  I  think  if 
the  resolution  be  taken  op  perhaps  we  can  get 
a  vote  on  it  before  one  rv  clock.  It  has  been 
pending  some  time,  and  I  have  given  way  from 
time  to  time  for  the  accommodation  of  eyery- 
body. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  it  can  be  taken  up  and  acted 
on  without  debate  I  have  not  the  least  objec- 
tion. Indeed,  I  would  like  to  have  it  dis- 
posed of. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  ques 
tion  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  named  by  him,  upon  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  24,  nays  17 ;  as  follows: 

TBA8— Mewre.  Ames^Antbony.  Cftldwell,  Carpen- 
ter. Cole.  Conkling,  Corbett,  Perry  of  Conaecticat, 
Ferry  of  Michigan.  Flansnui.  Frelinghayseo.  Oil- 
t>ert.  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Ilitehcook,  Lewi*.  Morrill 
of  Vermont,  Morton,  Norwood,  Osborn,  Esinaey, 
Scott,  West.  Wilaqn.  and  Wright— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Blair.  Davis  of  Kentneky,  Daris 
of  West  Virginia.  Qoldthwatte,  Johoston,  Kelly. 
Saalsbury,  Sawyer,  Sehunt,  Sherman.  Spragae.  Ste- , 
▼enson.  Stockton.  Snmner,  Tharman,  Tipton,  and 
TmmboU— 17. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.    Aleom,   Bayard,    Boreman, 


Brownlow.  Bnokingham,  Oameron.  Caaierly,  Chand- 
ler, Clayton.  Cooper,  Cragin.  Edmunds,  Fenton. 
Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Hamlin. Harlan,  Hill,  Howe, 
Kellogg,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye,  Patterson. 
Pomeroy.  Pool,  Pratt.  Riee,  Robertson,  Spenoer, 
Stewart,  Viokers,  and  Windom— 82. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIOER.  The  resola- 
tion  is  before  the  Senate,  and  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Rfolvtd  by  ihe  SenaU^  (the  House  of  Renresent- 
atires  conowring.)  That  each  House  of  Conness 
shall  be  adjoarned  tine  die  by  the  Presiding  Officer 
thereof  on  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  May,  1872,  at 
twelve  o'clock  m. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion pending  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  [Mr.  Sghubz]  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  SuMNKR,]  which  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  as  follows : 

Also  laws  that  shall  provide  for  a  redaction  of  the 
tariff  and  internal  taxation,  and  a  reform  in  the 
civil  servioe  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Will  it  be  in  order  for  me 
to  modify  my  amendment  to  the  amendment? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  withdraw  so  much  as 
relates  to  the  tariff  and  to  internal  revenue, 
so  as  to  preserve  only  so  much  as  refers  to  the 
civil  service.  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Chandler]  commenced  a 
sneech  on  that  subject  the  other  day. 

*  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.   The  amend- 
ment will  be  so  modified.    The  amendment 
to  the  amendment  will  be  read  as  modified. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Also  a  law  that  shall  provide  for  a  reform  in  the 
civil  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  will  merely  remark  that 
if  the  Senate  resolves  to  a4journ  without  hav- 
ing passed  a  law  providing  for  a  reform  of  the 
civil  service  it  is  thereby  indicated  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  does  not  care  any- 
thing about  the  reform  of  the  civil  service. 

Mr.  MORTON.    Not  much. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  shoald  like  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  suppose  there  will  be 
time  enou^  durin^^  the  next  three  months  to 
pass  the  civil  service  bill  for  our  friend  from 
Missouri,  if  he  desires  to  press  it. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  In  answer  to  the  Senator 
from  Orei^on,  I  would  say  that,  so  &r,  the 
public  business  has  not  progressed  at  all ;  that 
there  are  a  great  many  subjects  upon  which 
we  shall  have  to  legislate — apportionment  bills, 
revenue  biils,  and  so  on ;  that  our  time  will  be 
verr  limited,  and  that  if  we  say  now  when  we 
will  adjourn,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  almost 
any  minority  in  this  body  to  prevent  any  legist 
lation  upon  any  given  subject. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Mr.  President,  my  friend 
from  Missouri,  and  those  upon  that  side  of  the 
House,  I  believe  have  talked  upon  civil  service 
reform  until  we  are  thorouehly  informed  as  to 
the  importance  of  it ;  and  I  think  we  can  take 
the  vote  on  that  question  at  any  time  that  it 
may  be  presented.  1  think  it  is  highly  im- 
portant that  we  should  fix  a  day  of  adjourn- 
ment, so  that  we  may  vote  upon  the  various 
qoestioos  as  they  arise,  and  decide  them,  and 
let  us  go  to  our  homes,  and  let  the  business 
of  the  country  have  some  rest. 

ThePRESlDINGOFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  uoon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Jf  the  amendment 
should  pass  and  the  Senate  should  finally 
consider  the  subject  of  civil  service  reform, 
and  vote  not  to  pass  a  law  on  the  subject,  it 
cannot  adjourn  at  all,  I  suppose. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  16,  nays  82 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Blair,  Davis  of  Kentucky.  Davis 
of  West  Virg inia,  Fenton.  Qoldthwaite,  Johnston, 
Kelly.   Norwood,    Saulsbnry.  Schun.  Stevenson, 


Stoektoo,  Snmner.  Thnrmaa,  Tipton,  and  Tmm« 
buU— 16L 
NATS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Caldwell,  Car- 


Jfianacan.  irreiingDayseo,  uiioert,  Uamuton  of 
Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan.  Hitchcock,  Kellogs,  Mor- 
rill of  Vermont,  Morton,  Osborn,  Ramsey,   Rice, 


Scott.  Sherman,  Spenoer.  Spracue.  West,  Wilson, 
and  Wrijrht— 82. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Boreman, 
Brownlow,  Booklntham,  Cameron,  Casserly^lay- 
ton.  Cooper,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hill,  Howe, 
Lewis,  Logan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye,  Patterson. 
Pomeroy,  Pool.  Pratt,  Robertson.  Sawyer,  Stewart, 
Vickers,  and  Windom— 2S. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumnbr.] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Let  it  be  reported. 

The  Chiki^  Clsrk.  The  amendment  is,  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution  to  insert: 

Provided,  That  there  shall  be  no  adjonmmeni  of 
Congress  nntil  after  the  passage  of  a  snpplementary 
civil  rifhts  law,  secnring  equality  before  the  law 
without  distinction  of  race  or  color. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  more  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  these  words : 

Nor  until  the  Senate  shall  have  an  opportunity  to 
come  to  a  vote  upon  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  repeal  the  duty  on  ooaL 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.^  If  our  old 
and  respected  Senators  are  disposed  to  fili- 
buster on  this  resolution,  I  hope  when  the 
morning  hour  has  expired  we  shall  Tote  to 
sit  this  question  out  to- day. 

The  FRESIDINQ  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Lei  ns  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  before  I 
tuake  a  few  remarks  on  this  proposition  I  wish 
to  appeal  to  my  friend,  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana, who  has  iotrodaoed  this  resolution,  to  be 
rd  enough  to  state  his  reason  for  thus  urgins 
He  does  nothing  without  good  reason,  £ 
know :  and  it  may  be  that  if  he  will  be  good 
enougn  to  state  his  reason  we  shall  all  see  our 
way  to  follow  him.  As  at  present  advised,  I 
do  not,  but  I  await  with  interest  what  the  Sen- 
ator shall  say  himself,  as  the  reason  why  we 
should  adopt  his  resolution,  and  especially  in 
view  of  the  amendment  now  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  lUinois. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
wish  to  debate  this  question.  The  Senate  has 
indicated  now  by  a  nuo^ber  of  votes  its  desire 
for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  I  think 
and  1  hope  that  the  Senator  will  not  attempt 
to  prevent  the  final  action  of  the  Senate  by 
interposing  amendments  of  this  character.  I 
am  for  the  Senator's  supplementary  civil  rights 
bill,  as  he  knows ;  but  if  we  cannot  pass  it  by 
the  29th  of  May,  we  cannot  pass  it  at  all,  and 
I  am  opposed  HO  saying  that  we  will  stay  here 
until  we  do  pass  it,  and  I  say  to  the  Senator 
that  most  of  those  voting  with  him  against  my 
resolution  this  nTorningwill  vote  against  his 
civil  rights  bill. 

If  we  fix  the  time  for  adjournment,  we  can 
do  as  much  business  by  that  time,  and  be  as 
ready  to  adjourn  by  the  29th  of  May,  as  we 
shall  be  by  the  15th  of  July  if  we  do  not  fix 
the  time.  It  gives  fully  four  months,  ample 
time  to  do  the  business  required  firom  this 
Congress.  Whenever  we  stay  here  a  long  time 
and  have  long  sessions,  we  are  always  abused 
by  the  Democratic  press  for  staying  here  and 
talking  a  great  deal  and  wasting  the  people's 
money.  When  we  propose  to  make  a  short 
session,  and  when  it  is  oovious  that  we  can  do 
it  and  at  the  same  time  take  time  enough  to  do 
all  the  necessary  business,  it  is  then  intimated 
that  there  is  some  deep  political  scheme  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
know  of  no  snch  purpose.  I  believe  that  we 
can  do  all  the  busine^p  of  the  country  by  the 
29ih  of  May.  If  we  fix  the  tiYpo  we  shall 
1  work  up  to  it.    If  we  do  not  fix  the  time  we 
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shall  wMte  time  us  we  bare  already  cU>ne  this 
session.  But  from  tho  day  that  we  fix  the  time 
of  a^joorament  we  shall  caamence  the  hasi- 
ness  of  the  session  in  earnest,  and  we  ha\°e 
four  months,  and  that  is  ample  time,  to  gBt 
through  with  it. 

There  are  vsnons  other  ressons  that  might 
be  urged  for  fixing  the  proposed'  day  of  ad- 
journment; but  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  debate  the  questiou.  I  think  the  judgment 
of  the  Senate  has  been  indicated  repeatedly 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  SUHNfift.  I  Mn  alad  the  Senator  has 
made  the  explanation.  You  have  heard  him, 
and  now  you.  shaU  hei^r  the  answer^  and  I 
know  that  no  person  can  answer  the  answer. 
I  know  the  Senator  himself  cannot  answer  iu 
I  know  that  there  is  no  Senator  on  this  floor 
able  enough  to  answer  the  answer  which  I 
shall  now  make  to  the  Senator. 

I  have  before  me,  sir,  the  Globe  of  M'ay  6^, 
1870,  when  there  was  amotion — mark  you,  not 
January  26,  but  May  6 — for  final  adjournment 
on  July  4 ;  and  how  was  that  encountered  by 
my  friend  from  Indiana  ?  Why ^ sir,  he  pleaded 
with  his  accnstonied  eloquence  that  we  could 
not  do  justice  to  the  tariff;  and  that  is*  the  very 

?[ueetioit  that  is  now  presented  by  the  Senator 
rom  Illitiois,  that  if  We  fbllbw  nis  lead  noW 
we  shall  leave  our  dotjr  uudoiie  on  the  great 
question  of  revenue  reform,  bevinning^  with 
action  on  a  bill  tSiat  has  actually  come  into 
this  Chamber  fromi  the  other  House.  The 
question  now  is  urgent.  It  is  practical.  It  is 
before  the  Senate* '  The  Senator  proposes  by 
a  vote  now'to  out  off  the  opportunity  of  that 
discussion  which,  on  another  occasion,  be  in* 
toked ;  aye,  sir,. not  only  invoked^  but  which 
with  all  his  power  he  insisted  was  absolately 
necessary. 

And  now,  sir,  do  I  overstate  him  aV  all  7 
Here  are  bis  words^— 

Mr.  MOUBILL,  of  Vermovt.  Will  the 
Senatorffrom  Mossachnsetts  permit- me  toaiAc 
him  if  that  question  has  not  sinoe  tbatepeech 
been  acted  upon,  and  if  we  have  net  reauced 
the  reyenue  very  largely  both  in  tbe-  nay  of 
internal  taxeaand  the  tariff  dti ties? 

Mr.  SUMN£B«  The  Senator wiU  find  him^ 
self  answered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  reveime  mm  larger 
this  jear  under  the  tariff  than  ever  before. 

Mr.  SUMNh^.  The  Senator  from  Ver^ 
mont  will  find  himself  answered;  not  by  mef 
but  by  the. Senator  from  Indiana*  Now,  if  I 
can  have  the  attention  of  my  friend  from  Ver* 
mont,  the  Senator  from  Indiana  answers  him : 

**Mr.  MoBTON.  Mr.  Pr«tident,  on  the  statemeBt 
made  b^re  the  other  day  with  regard  to  the  business 
^et  to  come  before  the  Senate,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
imposdible  that  it  should  be  transacted  iotelngently 
by  the  time  fixed  for  adjoornmtnt  in  thisresolntion.'' 

How  sensible  as  well  as  how  broad  was  the 
Senator  in  his  remark  I  The  business  could 
not  be  transacted  inteHij^ntly  before  Jul/  4. 
Says  he: 

**There  is  one  great  subject  on  which  tho  other 
House  has  been  engteed  for  a  number  of  weekk,  and 
which  will  enoounter  just  as  puuh  difficaltT  in  the 
Senate  as  in  the  House.  I  allude  to  the  question  of 
the  tariff.    That  is  a  vexed  question." 

Why,  sir,  is  it  not  the  vexed  question  noW? 
Is  it  not  the  vexed  question  by  the  very  motion 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  ?  My  friend 
proceeds : 

**It  is  veiT  important  to  the  country  that  that 
question  shall  be  settled  correctly"-- 

Is  he  not  right?-;— 

"  and  it  is  very  imporUnt  to  the  Repttblican  party 
that  it  shaU  be  settled  correctly.^' 

Is  he  not  right  again?  U  the  Senator,  a 
Republican,  (not  a  better  Republican  than 
some  others  on  this  floor,)  ready  bow  t6 
abandon  what  he  said  in  1870?  He  then 
proceeds : 

"I  speak  of  that  simnly  as  one  question.  It  is 
much  more  important  that  we  shall  do  the. busi- 
ness of  this  country,  and  do  it  right,  than  it  is 
to  aojoarn''— 

When  does  the  Senator  say?— 

••  by  tko  lit  of  July  or  by  the  Ist  6f  August" 


The  Ist  of  July  or  the  Ist  of  Angnsty  sir  I 
No  idea  of  baste,  then ! 

"  I  am  sUre  that  I  stay  here  with  as  much  dtfficnlty 
aad  with  a«  much  roluctance  as  anybody,  and  I  do^ 
not  think  there  is  a  Senator  ia  this  body  wh^  is  more 
anxious  to  get  away  than  I  am :  and  yet  I  feel  that 
if  I  were  to  so  act  as  to  hurry  through  such  import- 
ant business,  op  to  go  away  leavieg  tt  uadooe,  I 
should  be  derelict  ia  the  performance  of  my  duty." 

Sir,  it  ia  not  I  that  say  that,  but  the  Senator 
from  Indiana;  he  says  it  to  himself.  He  then 
proceeds ; 

"There  are  many  other  important  questions  be- 
sides that  of  tho  tarin  which  we  are  y^t  ealled  upon 
to  consider;  and  I  d»  bop«  that  tho  Senate  will  not 
fix  a  time  now"— 

Observe  the  energj  of  his  language*— 

"and  I  do  hope  that  the  Senate  will  not  fix  a  time 
now,  but  leave  it  open  fbrseveral  week*'*— 

Observe,  Mr.Pre8ident,**for  several  weeks" — 

'*  until  we  can  see  at  what  time  we  can  with  propri- 
ety adjourn." 

That  was  said  May  6,  1870: 

**  Why,  sir,  there  seems  to  be  a  mania  for  adjourn- 
ntrent;  it  seems  to  me  to  be  almost  a  manisc" 

That  is  what  the  Senator  says. 

*'  When  this  time  was  first  suggest^  I-  thooght 
favorably  of  it,  because  I  supposed  we  might  get 
through;  but  upon  consideration"— 

Not  hastily,  but  **upon  con^deration  "— * 

"  I  am  satisfied  we  cannot  get  through ;  and  if  there 
be  Senators  here  who  from  any  cause  onnnot  remain 
until  the  end  of  the  session,  it  would  be  better. for 
the  Seuale  to  give  them  leave  of  absence,  and  let 
them  go  away  and  leave  their  associated  here,  that 
1/he  business'  may  be  done.  There  are  some  great 
questions  yet  to  be  disposed  of,  asd  questions  that 
ought  to  take  time." 

Were  there  any  greater  questions  then  than 
now7  The  Senator,  I  know,  will  not  trifle  with 
the  great  question  of  pqual  rights.  He  will 
not  say  that  that  question  is  to  be  degraded 
out  of  sight.     He  then  proceeds  i 

**  Mr.  President,  there  bos  been  a  good  deal  of  oom- 
plaintabout  the' length  of  time  that  has  been  con- 
sanded  In  debateintMiii  certain  questions.  Those  (|oes- 
tioDS  were  not  questions  of  an  eoonomical  charac- 
ter; they  were  not  in  regard  to  the  disposition  or 
the  acquisition  of  public  lands;  but  they  were  great 
qnastiens  that  weat  to  the  Very  oxUteooe  of  tbcGor=> 
ernment^  and  in  my  judgment  there  has  not  been  »b 
hour  too  much  spent  io  the  discussion  of  those  ques- 
tions :  for,  sir,  the  public  mind  iryet  unsettled  with 
regard  to  them,  aaa  the  action  <Mf  this  body  shows 
that  after  all  the  discussion  that  had  tak^n  place 
there  were  Senators  who  were  scarcely  able  to  make 
up  their  minus  on  whlohslde  they  should  rote.  And 
ipiien  there  are  questions  of  so  great4iffio«lty<to  be 
difDosed  of  those  Senators  oannot  better  serve  the 
country  than  by  taking  time  to  considerihem.  This 
h  especially  intended  to  l>e  a  deliberative  body,  and 
I  do  not  sympathise  with  those  who  claim  that  the 
Senate  ought  to  vote  without  understasoing  what 
they  are  voting  upon.  A  single  error  committed  in 
regard  te  a  great  question  of  rooonstruetion,  or  some 
question  that  goes  to  the  future  peace  of  generations* 
and  it  may  be  to  the  existence  of  the  Government— a 
single  eiiror  of  that  kind  cannot  be  atoned  for.  The 
time  that  is  taken  in  considering  ^uoh  questions  is 
not  time  lost." 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  Senate  to  listen  to  what 
follows.  I  want  you  to  see  how  eloquently 
and  how  pointedly  the  Senator  addresses  him- 
self to  his  own  reeolutien  now : 

*'  Tbere  is  a  question  coming  before'  ua  now  upon 
which  the  bjest  minds  in  Burope  and  in  America 
have  been  divided  for  the  last  hundred  yekrs— the 
question  of  tho  tariff*.  It  Is  a^nestlon  thatwe^ougkt 
to  consider  fully"— 

Sir,  lam  notapeaking  now;  it  is- the  Sen* 
ator  from  Indiana^- 

**  and  we  cannot  do  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  oiif 
oouatry  unless  we  do  consider  it  fuliy." 

So  saya  the  Senator. 

~Bot,  sir,  if  we  bind  oursetves  to  adjourn  by  the 
4th  of  July  we  caaaot  do  it." 

He  then  says : 

*'^That  will  be  equivalent  to  saying  to  tbeioonntry 
that  we  shall  vote  on  that  question  without  disous- 
sion.  I  do  not  pretend  that  I  understand  thai  ques- 
tion. There  are  some  people  who  always  understand 
every  question  from  toe  time  it  is  first  mentioned, 
who  understood  the  Georaia  question  and  every 
other  from  the  time  it  was  first  mentioned.  I  do  not 
belon|r  to  that  category.  I  find  occasion  to  change 
my  mind  frequently,  and  my  mind  is  often  changed 
by  the  result  of  discussions  on  this  floor.  I  am  open 
to  the  reception  of  light  from  discussions,  and  I  in- 
vite It.  I  do  not  belong  to  those  who  understand 
everything  from  the  beginning  and  think  the  Senate 
ought  to  vote  on  the  most  diflicult  questions  without 
discussion." 

Sir,  a  good  lesson  to  all.      The  Senator 


offevg  htntsetf  in  this  Ghafttber  as  an  example 
of  generosity  in  debate.  He  is  against  limit- 
ation of  discussion,  especially  en  the  tariff. 
He  is  anstione  that  there  sibould  be  a  free  fieli 
for  that  most  important  disoassiea.    And  jet 

he  brings  forward  now 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Themoni. 
idg  hour  having  expired,  it  becomes  tbedotj 
of  the  Chair  to  call  up  the  unfinis)«ed  buHn<^ 
of  yesterday,  which  is  the  apponionmeotbill. 

Mr.  MOKTON.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  SUMNER,     I  have  not  done. 

Mr.  Trumbull,   i  shaii  insist  en  the 

order  of  the  day.  This  discussion  majcoo- 
tin  lie  all  day, 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
present  and  all  pending  orders  for  the  porpoM 
of  finishing  up  this  resolution. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana has  not  tlie  floor  for  any  such  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sent- 
tor  from  illlFiois  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  ^ 
bill  before  the  Senate,  which  is  the  oofiniibed 
business  of  yesterday. 

APPORTIOSrMilifT  OF  RBPRtSBNTATITK. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  report 
the  bi^l. 

Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  243)  fur  the  apportionment  of  Bep- 
resentatives  to  Congress  among  the  sevciil 
States  according  to  the  niiith  census  is  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  snd 
will  be  read. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Unless  some  Senator 
should  desire  it,  Twill  not  ask  tobavetheori- 
ffinal  bill  read  or'the  araendtnents  which  hate 
been  reported  to  the  Senate,  bat  will  etideaTor 
to  state  as  briefly  as  I  can  what  tbe  two  bills  are, 
the  differences  between  tliem,  and  the  princi- 
ples on  which  this  apportionment  is  maae. 

Tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
requires  in  its  first  article;  in  the  third  para- 
graph of  the  second  section,  that  ** Represent- 
atives shall  be  apportioned  among  the  ler- 
eral  Slates  which  may  be  included  wiihin  ihii 
Union,  aCcOrdfngto  their  respective  numbers;" 
*'  that  the  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made 
within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of 
Congress,"  and  **  within  every  subsequent  term 
of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by 
law  direct;'*  that  **each  State  shall  haveooe 
Representative;"  and  the  Consiitntion  then 
proceeds  to  make  an  apportionment  among 
the  respective  States.  This  was  the  first  sppor- 
tionment  made  when  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  adopted,  assigning  axij- 
five  members  to  the  various  States  of  the 
Union. 

It  is  manifestly  impracticable  to  mslre  an 
apportionment  entirety  perfect  Yoti  cannot 
adopt  any  number  as  a  divisor  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  States  that  will  not  leave  remain- 
ders; and  from  the  beginning,  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation,  or  nearly  from  the 
beginning,  fractions  have  beq^  represented. 
The  rule  adopted  ufjually  has  been  to  fix  apo" 
a  certain  number  of  which  the  House  ?*1^^P^ 
seniatives  shall  consist,  and  then  divide  the 
representative  population  of  the  [Jnited  Statei 
by  that  number  and  use  the  quotient  as  a 
divisor  of  the  representative  population  of  eacn 
State,  and  then  to  make  up  the  number,  (be'DJ 
the  difference  between  the  numbers  assigned  w 
each  State  by  that  division  and  the  number  tbai 
has  been  fixpd  for  the  House  of  Beprcscnta- 
lives,)  by  assigning  to  the  largest  factions  in 
each  State  a  member  until  you  reach  m 
reetiisite  number.  .    . 

I  will  state  very  briefly,  before  referring  w 
the  particular  bill  that  has  passed  the  Hoow 
of  Kepreseotatives,  what  has  been  the  prac* 
Uce  of  the  Government.  I  said  that  the  too- 
stitution  itself  apportioned  RepresentstjVM 
originally  among  the  respective  ^^•^*»*'*'Lt 
ing  to  them  sixty-five  members,  ^y^e^* 
passed  ou  the  14th  of  April,  1792,  m  ^^ 
apportionment  took  place  under  the  cenw* 
1790.    By  that  act  the  House  of  Repre^entt 
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tires  was  made  to  consist  of  oite  handred  and 
five  members.  The  next  apportionment  took 
plaee  on  the  census  of  1810,  and  the  number 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  then 
inereased  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-one.  The 
third  apportionment  took  place  in  1822,  bjr  an 
act  passed  on  the  7th  of  March  of  that  year, 
end  the  number  of  Representatives  was  in- 
creased to  two  hundred  and  twelve.  In  1832 
an  apportionment  took  place  upon  the  census 
of  1830,  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  increased  to  two  hundred  and  ^rty.  In 
1850  Congress  passed  what  was  intended  to 
be  a  permanent  law  fixini^  the  number  of 
the  House  of  Representatives- at  two  htin- 
dred  and  thirty-three,  and  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  after  the  taking  of  the 
census,  which  was  then  about  to  be  taken, 
and  of  all  subsequent  censuses,  to  apportion 
the  representation  among  the  several  States 
upon  the  basis  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  members ;  but  an  act  was  passed  shortly 
after  this  act  of  1850.  on  the  80th  of  July, 
18G2,  which  increased  the  number  of  mem* 
hers  to  two  hundred  and  thirty- four,  so  that 
the  House  of  Representatives,  under  the  ap- 
portionment of  1850,  consisted  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty- four  members.  In  I860  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  proceeded  to  make 
the  apportionment  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  18i50,  assigning  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  members  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; but  aAer  he  had  made  his  report. 
Congress  by  an  act  added  eight  members  to 
the  two  huiidred  and  thirty-three,  making 
the  House  consist  of  two  hundred  and  forty- 
one  members,  and  assigning  these  ietdditional 
members  to  the  eight  States  having  the 
largest  fractions.  Since  the  passage  of  this 
act  of  1862,  which  fixed  the  number  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  two  hundred  and 
forty-one,  the  States  of  Nevada  and  Nebraska 
have  been  added  to  the  Union,  and  have  had 
assigned  to  them  one  member  each,  making 
two  hondred  and  forty-three  members,  so 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  to-day 
consists  of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  mem- 
bers, and  if  no  law  should  be  passed  on  the 
subject  at  all,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  make  an  apportion- 
ment upon  the  act  of  1850,  as  aniendea  by  the 
subsequent  acts,  by  which  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives would  consist  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  or  perhaps  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  members  under  the  act  passed  in 
1852. 

Having  stated  so  much  in  regard  to  the 
history  of  the  different  apportionments,  I  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  Representatives  has 
been  reduced.  The  largest  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  we  ever  had  before  18C3  was 
that  apportioned  under  the  census  of  18^0. 
In  the  app6rtionment  that  took  place  under 
that  census  the  State  of  New  York  had  forty 
members,  and  other  States  in  proportion. 
That  was  the  largest  House  of  Representatives 
we  ever  had  until  the  present  number  was 
fixed.  Bv  these  different  apportionments, 
many  of  the  States,  most  of  the  old  States, 
have  lost  a  portion  of  their  representation. 
Masaaohosetts  at  one  time  had  twenty  mem- 
bers in  the  House  of  Representatives:  Virginia 
at  one  time  had  twenty- tnrte ',  New  Hampshire 
once  had  six;  it  now  has  three.  That  has 
been  the  case  with  nearly  all  the  old  States,  so 
that  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  rednctioa  of 
the  number  of  members  from  a  State,  nor  is 
there  anything  new  in  reducing  the  sise  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  has  been  re- 
peatedly donei  and  various  States  have  lost 
members  at  almost  every  apportionment  that 
has  taken  plaee. 

The  bill  which  comet  to  us  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  makes  the  avmber  of  mem- 
bers two  hiradred  and  eighty-three,  and  it 
assigns  to  every  State  in  the  Union,  a  repre- 
sentation in  Congress  equal  to  the  number  It 
now  has,  except  the  States  of  Vermont  and 
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New  Hiimpshire.  Bach  of  those  States  will 
lose  a  member  by  the  bill  that  has  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Erery  other  State 
will  either  retain  the  number  of  members  it 
now  has,  or  have  an  increase  under  the  House 
bill.  In  makine  this  apportionment,  two  ques- 
tions arise,  and  if  I  can  have  the  attention  of 
Senators  I  will  state  what  they  are. 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  I  have 
already  read,  the  apportionment  is  to  be  made 
among  the  several  states  "  according  to  their 
respective  numbers,^'  but  there  is  another  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitutfon  which  says  that  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  one  member.  The 
Constitution  itself  assigns  one  member  to  each 
State.  The  question  therefore  arises,  shall 
the  population  of  those  States  which  have  less 
than  the  requisite-  number  to  entitle  them  to 
a  Representative  be  first  dedacted  from  the 
^BgT^^  population,  and  the  number  of  mem- 
bers assigned  to  these  smalt  States  deducted 
from  the  aggregate  number  of  Representatives 
of  which  the  House  is  to  consist,  and  the  re- 
maining Representatives  constitute  the  divisor 
for  the  remainder  of  the  representative  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States,  or  shall  you  take 
the  whole  number  of  Representatives,  in- 
cluding those  assigned  to  the  States  that  have 
not  the  requisite  population  for  one  member, 
and  make  that  the  divisor  of  the  entire  repre- 
sentative population  of  the  United  States? 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  had  itself  apportioned  repre- 
sentation, so  far  as  assigning  one  Representa- 
tive to  each  of  the  States  whidi  may  not  have 
a  sufficient  number  of  population  to  entitle  it 
to  a  Represetitative  upon  the  basis  which 
was  to  be  adopted.^  This  is  the  case  with  four 
States  in  the  Union;  for  instance,  Nevada 
has  a  population  of  only  42,000;  Nebraska, 
Oregon,  and  Delaware,  each  of  them,  have 
not  the  requisite  population  to  entitle  them  to 
one  Representative  upon  any  basis  that  would 
be  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  The  oonstitnUonal  mode,  therefore, 
of  apportionhig  this  representation  appeared 
to  the  committee  to  be  this :  that  we  should 
first  determine  of  how  many  members  the 
House  of  Representatives  ought  to  consist. 
The  House  determined  that  it  should  consist 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty- three ;  the  Senate 
committee  determined  on  two  hundred  and 
forty-three.  I  will  speak  of  that  hereafter. 
But  by  way  of  illustration,  taking  the  bill  as 
it  has  passed  the  Honse  which  apportions  to 
the  various  States  of  the  Union  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  members,  the  rule  of  making 
this  apportionment,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  be  to  add  together  the  popula- 
tion 01  the  four  small  States,  which  are  Dela- 
ware, Nebraska,  Nevada,  and  Oregon;  alto- 
gether they  have  only  a  population  of  881,422 
persons ;  but  they  are  entitled  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  four  Representatives,  while  the  basis 
of  representation  upon  the  bill  as  it  passed  the 
Housd  of  Representatives  would  be  185,239]^. 
Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  four  States, 
with  four  Representatives,  having  only  881,422 
inhabitants,  would  get  more  than  their  propor- 
tion if  we  divided  thO  entire  population  by  the 
entire  number  of  Representatives. 

Taking,  tiien,  the  nouse  bill  and  deducting 
from  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  four  for 
the  small  States,  it  leaves  two  hundred  and 
seventy-nine.  Deducting  their  population, 
881^422,  from  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States,  which,  according  to  the  census, 
is  88)118,258,  It  leaves  a  representative  popu- 
lation of  87,781,881.  Dividing  that  remainder 
by  279,  the  number  of  Representatives,  afler 
you  have  deducted  fbur  for  the  small  States, 
It  makes  the  number  of  population  to  entitle 
the  people  to  a  Representative,  185,289]^, 
and  the  fifty-three  hundredths  being  more 
than  a  half,  for  convenience  I  will  sav  185,240. 
^Hiis  I  unaetBtand  to  be  the  bitsui  of  the 
House  Mil. 


Mr.  MORTON.    Does  that  include  the  four 
constitutional  Representatives? 

Mr.  TRUMBIJLL.  Assignmg  fbur  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  place  to  the  four  small 
States,  and  taking  out  the  population  of  those 
four  small  States  and  dividing  the  remainder 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States  by  279, 
instead  of  283,  will  leave  a  quotient  of  135,240, 
so  that  in  the  other  States  of  the  Unioft  which 
have  a  population  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to 
a  Representative  there  will  be  apportioned  a 
representation  equal  to  the  number  of  times 
that  135,240  is  contained  in  the  population  of 
the  respective  States ;  and  on  that  calculation 
you  have  the  House  bill. 

But  after  going  through  with  the  bill  and 
dividing  the  population  of  each  State  by  185,- 
240  and  adding  up  the  quotients,  you  do  not 
get  279  members,  because  of  the  fractions  that 
are  left  over;  instead  of  279  you  get 262;  and 
in  order  then  to  make  up  the  279  you  have 
to  add  17  for  fractions,  and  the  bill  from  the 
House  adds  those  seventeen  members  to  the 
respective  States  having  the  largest  fractions; 
and  if  you  will  look  over  the  bill  you  will  see 
what  States  those  are.  There  are  seventeen 
States  that  have  a  representation  on  fractions, 
according  to  the  House  bill,  but  no  fraction 
of  less  than  a  moiety  has  a  Representative 
assigned  to  it,  and  every  fraction  exceeding 
a  moiety  has  a  Representative.  It  so  hap- 
pens that,  according  to  the  House  bill,  every 
fraction  of  more  than  a  half  has  an  additional 
member,  and  no  firaction  of  less  than  a  half 
has  an  Vadditional  member. 

Now,  if  I  have  made  myself  understood  in 
regard  to  the  House  bill,  I  will  state  Uie  differ- 
ence between  that  and  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The 
committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
not  advisable  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  the  House  of  Representatives;  that 
that  body  was  already  lai^ge  enough  for  the 
convenient  transaction  of  business ;  and  that 
to  increase  it  to  a  larger  number  would  em- 
barrass the  House  in  transacting  the  ordinary 
business  of  legislation.  I  have  already  stated 
to  the  Senate  that  it  is  no  new  thing  for  States 
to  lose  Representatives.  Several  of  the  old 
States  have  lost  half  the  Representatives  they 
had  some  years  ago,  and  the  most  of  them 
have  lost  "more  or  less.  The  commttiee,  there 
fore,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  advis- 
able to  retain  the  present  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  House  without  any  iucrease. 
I  have  already  stated  that  that  number  is  now 
two  hundred  and  forty- three. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  upon  the  same 

Erinciple  which  I  have  stated  in  reievence  to  the 
asis,  as  I  suppose,  of  the  Hoase  bill  to  make 
the  apportionment.  We  deducted  the  four 
members  which  the  Constitution  assigns  to  the 
four  small  States  from  two  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  leaving  two  hundred  and  forty-nine.  We 
also  deducted  from  the  entire  population  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  leaving  out  of  course 
the  Territories,  the  population  of  these  four 
States,  and  we  diviaed  the  two  remainders,- 
the  one  by  the  other,  and  apportioned  to  the 
respective  States  in  the  Union  the  number  that 
they  would  be  entitled  to  according  to  that  cal- 
calation.  It  so  happens  that  in  a  House  of  two 
hundred  and  forty- three  members,  and  dividing 
the  two  remainders,  the  remainder  of  the  popu- 
lation lest  the  four  small  States  by  239,  that 
would  lack  just  seventeen  of  the  number  two 
hundred  and  thirty- nine,  and  according  to  the 
bill  as  reported  seventeen  States  have  members 
upon  their  fractions,  and  each  of  those  frac- 
tions in  a  House  consistin|[  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  members  is  larger  than  a 
moiety,  and  no  State  with  a  fraction  less  f  hau 
a  moiety  has  a  Representative.  It  singularly 
so  happens  that  wnether  you  have  a  House 
of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  or  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  seventeen  members  will  be 
assigned  to  the  fractions  in  each  case,  and  oo 
fraction  of  less  than  a  half  will  have  a  member 


J}  in  any  case. 
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There  is  one  other  qaestion  to  which,  jper* 
haps,  I  ought  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  conneciioa  with  this  matter.  The  foar- 
teenth  amendment  to  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States  provides: 

*'  Bot  when  the  rifffat  to  vote  at  any  election  for 
the  ohoioe  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Ref^rcsentatires  in  Con- 
gress, the  ezeontive  and  jodioial  officers  of  a  State, 
or  the  members  of  the  Lej^islature  thereof,  is  denied 
to  any  of  the  male  iohabitaots  of  such  State,  being 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  way  abridged,  except  for  partici- 
pation in  rebellion  or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  rep- 
resentation therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  propor- 
tion which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  male  citisens  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  in  such  State." 

The  Senate  is  aware  that  no  law  has  been 
passed  to  carry  out  this  provision  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment;  but  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  his  instructions  issued  to  the  assist- 
ant marshals  who  were  to  take  the  census,- 
directed  them  to  ascertain  how  many  persons 
were  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote,  being  male 
citieens  of  the  United  States,  and  upward  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  for  any  other  reason 
than  participation  in  the  rebellion  or  the  com- 
missioti  of  Clime,  and  they  have  reported  to 
us  in  the  census  tables  that  there  are  in  the 
various  States  of  the  Union  43,829  such  per- 
sons. The  largest  number  reported  in  any 
State  is  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  is 
reported  to  have  9,265;  but  in  all  the  States 
some  persons,  according  to  this  report,  are 
deprived  of  the  right  to  vote  who  are  twenty- 
one  years  of  f^e  and  upward  and  male  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  I  suppose  that 
arises  out  of  laws  in  most  of  the  States  which 
prevent  idiots,  Innatics,  and  paupers  from 
voting.  I  do  not  know  otherwise  how  they 
found  in  some  of  tho  States  any  persons 
deprived  of  snch  rights.  But  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  tne  Census  Bureau  do  not 
place  much  reliance  on  these  returns.  I  send 
to  the  Secretary's  desk,  and  ask  to  have  read 
for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  to  the  relia- 
bility of  this  table : 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  letter : 

DXPABTyiNT  OP  Tni  IXTIBIOB, 

Washington,  Pecemiwr  U,  1871. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable House  of  Representatives,  under  date  of  the 
7th  instant,  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  a  table 
exhibiting  "the  number  of  inhabitants, 'exoiudinc 
Indians  not  taxed,  in  each  of  tho  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  as  ascertained  by  the 
last  census. " 

Also,  *'the  number  of  male  inhabitants  in  each 
State  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  whose  right  to  vote  in  such  State 
at  any  election  for  the  oholce  of  electors  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  Bep- 
resentatives  in  Congress,  the  executive  and  judicial 
officers  of  a  State,  or  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof,  is  denied,  or  iu  any  way  abridged, 
except  for  partioipation  in  rebellion,  or  other 
crime. " 

I  have  also  deemed  it  proper  to  add  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  male  citixens  of  the  United  States 
twenty-one  years  of  age  aod  over,  as  the  same  have 
been  returned  by  the  assistant  marshals  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

It  is  necessary  to  state,  in  transmitting  these  tabl  es, 
that  tho  Department  is  disposed  to  give  bat  little 
credit  to  the  returns  made  by  assistant  marshals  in 
Hgard  to  the  denial  or  abridgment  of  suffrage.  Tho 
unfavorable  judgment  of  the  Department  in  respect 
to  this  single  class  of  statistics  is  formed,  first,  from 
the  application  of  certain*  statistical  tests,  and  sec- 
ond, from  a  consideration  of  the  agencies  employed, 
which  are  not  deemed  adequate  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  numerous  questions  of  difficulty  and 
nicety  which  are  involved. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  state,  that  it  is  not  In 
the  power  of  the  Department  to  give  "  ^e  number 
of  male  inhabitants  of  each  State  twenty -one  years 
of  fure  and  over.''  as  required  by  th^  resolution  of 
the  honorable  House  of  Representatives.  It  is  not 
expected  that  these  statistics  will  be  prepared  for 
some  months  to  Qom9f  It  needs,  perhaps,  to  be  stated 
that  the  corresponding  statements  for  the  eighth 
census  were  not  issued  from  the  press  until  Octooer, 
1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Jamxs  G.  BLAiine, 

Spfgaker  €/  tkt  Hcwte  of  Jiepresentativ^a, 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Census 
Bnreaa  place  very  little  reliance  upon  these 
retarns  tor  the  reasons  which  are  stated  in  that 


letter ;  but  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Senate  that 
the  committee  have  taken  the  pains  to  make 
a|»  a  table,  which  has  been  laid  upon  the  desks 
of  Senators,  and  which  is  the  second  table  in 
the  printed  report,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
a  calculation  has  been  made  afler  apphring  the 
fourteenth  amendment  on  the  basis  of  the  re- 
turns from  the  Census  Bureau,  and  it  eo  hap* 
pens  that  it  does  not  affect  the  representation  of 
any  State  in  the  Union ;  the  result  is  precisely 
the  same.  So  there  is  no  importance,  if  the 
bill  recommended  by  the  committee  should  be 
adopted,  whether  you  take  into  the  calculation 
the  number  of  persons  not  entitled  to  vote,  as 
reported  by  the  Census  Bureau,  or  not,  and 
that  will  avoid,  perhaps,  any  controversy  in 
the  Senate  on  that  suoject  as  to  whether  we 
ought  to  take  them  into  the  account,  because, 
if  taken  into  the  calculation,  it  does  not  varr 
the  result,  as  you  will  see  by  the  tables  which 
the  committee  has  taken  the  pains  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  and  laid  on  the  desks  of 
Senators. 

Now  I  believe  I  have  explained  the  diflEer- 
ence  between  these  two  bills  in  regard  to  the 
apportionment.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
amendments  reported  to  the  House  bill.  The 
bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  fix€s  the  same 
day  for  the  election  of  members  of  Congress 
throughout  the  United  States  from  and  after 
the  year  187G.  The  committee  have  recom- 
mended that  we  strike  out  1876  and  insert 
1872,  so  that  the  election  of  the  members  of 
Congress  shall  take  place  on  the  same  day 
throughout  the  United  States  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, and  ever  afterward.  The  committee 
have  also  annexed  a  proviso  to  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  I  will  read : 

Provided^  ISiat  in  any  State  in  wfaieh  by  law  the 
polls  are  held  open  more  than  one  day  for  the  elec-. 
tion  of  State  officers,  th^  polls,  for  the  election  of 
members  of  Congress  in  such  State  in  A.  D.  1872, 
shall  be  held  open  for  the  same  lenrth  of  time, 
beginning  on  the  day  above  specified  in  this  section. 

The  reason  for  that  proviso  is  this :  the  first 
part  of  section  three  fixes  a  particular  day 
when  members  of  Congress  are  to  be  elected, 
and  the  committee  were  informed  that  in  some 
of  the  southern  States  elections  were  only 
held  at  the  county  seat,  and  that  they  continued 
those  elections  for  several  days.  This  clause 
is  inserted  so  as  to  allow  them  to  continue  the 
election  for  members  of  Congress  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  do  for  State  officers,  it  being 
supposed  that  it  was  impracticable  for  all  the 
voters  in  a  county  to  go  to  the  county  seat  and 
vote  on  the  same  day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  have  also 
proposed  to  add  a  section  to  the  bill,  which  X 
will  read : 

Sbc.  6.  That  should  any  State,  after  the  passage 
of  this  aot,deny  or  abridgetherightof  any  of  tne  male 
inhabitants  of  such  State,  being  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  citizens  of  theUnited  States,  to  vote  at  any 
election  named  in  the  Constitution,  article  fourteen, 
section  one,  except  for  partioipation  in  the  rebellion 
or  other  crime,  the  number  of  Representatives  ap- 
portioned in  this  act  to  such  State  shall  be  reduced 
m  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  snob  male 
citixens  snail  have  to  the  whole  number  of  male 
citisens  twenty -one  years  of  age  in  such  State. 

The  object  of  that  is  to  carry  out  the  four- 
teenth amendment  of  the  Constitution,  and 
in  case  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union  should, 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  deny  to  any  of 
their  male  citizens  specified  in  the  Constitution 
the  right  to  vote  otherwise  than  for  the  cause 
there  assigned,  the  Congress  will  take  occa- 
sion to  reduce  their  repreeeatation  in  the  man- 
ner provided  for  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  this  completes  all 
that  it  is  neoessairyto  say  in  explanation  of 
the  bill,  although  there  is  one  other  question 
which  has  been  raised  by  some  persons  that  I 
do  not  think  has  any  necessary  connection 
with  the  bill  that  it  may  be  proper  to  allude 
to.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
providing  for  the  election  of  President,  declares 
that  '*  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  taereof  may  direct,  a 
number  of  electora  eqiial  to  the  wholo  numbe?  11 


of  Senators  and  Repreaentativet  to  which  the 
State  mav  be  entitled  in  the  Congress."  The 
<]^ue8tion  has  been  raised  whether,  in  the  eke- 
tion  of  President,  each  State  is  to  have  a  mm- 
her  of  electors  equal  to  the  number  of  iu 
members  in  the  two  Houses,  in  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  at  this  time  la 
the  present  Congress,  or  whether  it  is  to  have 
the  number  that  shall  be  assigned  in  the  appor- 
tionment which  we  are  about  to  pass.  The  bill 
is  to  take  efiect  when  it  passes. 

Mr.  COLB.  Not  nntil  1S73,  as  I  nnder- 
stand. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  takes  effect  at  once 
as  a  law ;  but  .the  members  elected  next  iidl 
will  take  their  seats  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873 ; 
and  the  question  has  been  mooted  by  some 
persons  as  to  how  many  electoral  votes  the 
States  will  be  entitled  to,  whether  thej  will  be 
entitled  to  a  number  according  to  the  number 
of  Representatives  which  shall  be  asjugoed  bj 
the  bill  that  we  pass  on  the  apportion  meat 
made  upon  the  census  of  1870,  or  to  a  nnmber 
based  on  the  number  of  Representatives  now 
apportioned  in  the  present  Congress.  The 
langusge  of  the  Constitution  I  have  just  read. 
It  says,  'Hhe  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be 
entitled  in  the  Congress.''  That  nnqnestioa- 
ably  means  the  Congress  when  the  Presdent 
is  to  be  inaugurated.  The  President  does  not 
come  into  office  until  1873,  and  the  number 
of  members  that  we  elect  to  the  Congress  to 
take  their  seats  on  the  4th  of  March,  X87S, 
governs  the  number  of  electors  that-  the  State 
is  entitled  to  elect  on  the  same  day,  of  coarse 
adding  the  Senators  to  the  Representatives.  I 
thiuk  there  ought  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  was 
the  intention  of  the  Constitution ;  but  if  there 
was  any  doubt  it  was  settled  by  the  n»ea  who 
made  the  Constitution. 

I  have  already  stated  to  the  Senate  that  the 
first  apportioiimeot  that  ever  took  place  after 
the  one  made  in  the  Constitution  itself  wss 
by  an  act  passed  on  the  14th  of  April,  1792, 
'  when  there  were  apportioned  to  the  varions 
States  of  the  Union  one  hundred  and  five 
members.  An  election  of  President  took 
place  in  the  fall  of  1792,  and  each  State 
appointed  as  many  electors  as  it  wonld  have 
members  and  Senators  in  the  Congress  which 
was  to  convene  on  the  4th  of  Milrch,  1793. 
But  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  took 
action  upon  that  subject,  many  of  the  vexy 
men  who  made  the  Constitution  being  in  that 
Congress,  and  Washington  himself,  who  re- 
sided over  the  Convention,  being  the  thoa  Pres- 
ident, he  having  been  elected  in  1788;  and 
they  declared : 

**That  ezcef^t  in  case  of  an  election  of  PreiidcBt 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the 
ordinary  period,  as  hereinafter  specified'* — 

That  is,  where  a  vacancy  occurs — 

**  electors  shall  be  appointed  in  each  State  for  the 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  ths 
United  States,  within  thirty-fo«r  days  preeediag 
the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  1792,  and  within 
thirty-foar  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December  in  every  fourth  yeajr  suceeedins  the  laM 
election,  which  electors  shall  be  eqaal  to  the  nnn- 
ber  of  Senators  and  Bepresentativoa  to  which  the 
several  States  may  by  law  be  entitled  at  the  time 
when  tho  President  and  Vice  President  thus  to  be 
chosen  should  oome  into  office." 

That  was  the  law  passed  in  1792,  approved 
by  Washington,  and  made  by  the  men  wlio  made 
the  Constitution,  and  it  is  the  law  now.  It  has 
never  been  changed. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Does  not  that  aeitle  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  think  that  onght  to 

settle  the  question^  if  there  was  any  doubt 

about  it  I  but  I  did  not  suppose  really  that 

there  ought  to  have  been  any  question  apon 

the  subject.    However,  the  question  has  some 

times  been  raised :  it  was  in  1853  in  this  body, 

notwithstanding  tnis  law.    Mr.  Borland,  of 

Arkansas,  in  1862,  just  prior  to  the  presiden* 

tial  election,  introdnced  thb  resolution  into 

this  body: 

**  That  the  nnmbsr  of  deetoral  votes  to  which  eaefa 
StaUahall  be  yntitled  in  theeieotion  o£  Presideal 
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and  Vice  Prad4«nt  of  the  United  SUUt  in  1853  «h«U 
be  equal  to  the  nomber  of  Senators  and  Kepreseot- 
atires  to  which  meh  of  mid  States  would  be  foand 
entiUed  by  the  apperlionnient  nnder  the  enmneca- 
tion  of  ISoO.  as  proTided  by  the  act  for  takin«  the 
terentn  and  subseqaent  censuses,  approTed  March 
23, 1850." 

That  resolationwtis  considered  in  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
cii^i  which,  after  investigating  it,  made  li 
report,  and,  as  it  is  very  short,  I  will  ask  the 
Secretary  fo  read. 

The  Chief  Cl6rk  read  as  follows : 

•*The  Committee  on  the  Judiciorv,  to  irhom  wna 
referred  the  Joint  resolntiAnCS.  R.  No.  22)  in  relation 
to  theannberofelecteral  votes  whioh  each  State  will 
be  entitled  to  in  the  presidential  election  ox  1852, 
made  the  following  report : 

**  The  Contt&tntion  provides  that  *  each  State  shall 
appoint,  ia  sneh  manner  aa  the  Lesitlainre  thereof 
may  direct,  a  nnmber  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole 
number  of  Senatore  and  Representatives  to  which 
the  State  may  be  entitled  in  the  Oonerese.' 

*'  The  act  of  Concren  of  Mareh  1, 1792,  passed  bt- 
fore  any  election  of  President  had  been  held  under 
a  new  apportionment.  Rives  a  constmction  tt>  this 
clause  of  the  Oonstitution  iathene  words:  *  Which 
electors  (of  President  and  Vice  President)  shall  be 
equal  to  the  numberofSeoators  and  Representatives 
to  which  the  several  Sratea  may  by  Inw  be  entitled 
at  the  time  when  the  President  and  Vice  President 
thus  to  be  chosen  should  eome  into  ol&ee.'  The  new 
apportionment  under  the  first  census  took  effect 
from  and  nflerthe  3d  of  March,  1793.  (act  of  Mfh 
April,  1792.)  Aeoordiocly.  in  1792.  in  1812,  and  1892, 
the  States  cave  an  umber  of  eleotoral  votes  for  Presi- 
dent  and  vice  President  equal  to  the  number  of 
their  Senators  and  Representatfres  reftpectivehr. 
from  aad  after  the  S<iofMareh.  1798.  the  8d  of  March, 
1813.  and  the  3d  of  March,  1833:  and  the  aet  of  1850 
ha vioff  a  simitar  provision  t»  that  of  1792.  so  it  must 
be  in  the  next  election  next  fall.  That  is,  the  States 
will  v«te  under  the  new,  and  not  ander  the  old 
apportion  menu  Under  these  eircanstanees,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  further  legislation 
on  t)»e  subject  Is  necessary;  and  therefbre  report 
baek  the  resolution  with  an  amendment.  ehasalBg 
it  from  a  Joint  to  a  ainale  resolution.  This  is  done 
by  striklne  the  word  *  Joint '  out  of  the  title.'' 

Mr.  TaUMBULU  I  will  state  that  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  conunittee  sabsa- 
qnenily  passed  the  Senate  withoot  a  divistoni 
after  soma  little  discassion  was  had  apon  it, 
the  Senate  coming  to  the  cooclnsioo  tiiat  no 
legislative  action  was  necessary,  as  the  act 
of  1792  had  settled  the  matter,  and  if  any 
qnestion  could  be  settled  by  legislation  and 
by  a  long  line  of  precedents  reaching  almost  a 
centnrvt  I  should  think  this  waa  settled  so  aa 
not  to  be  raised  again.  The  election  of  1792,  t^e 
election  of  1812,  the  election,  of  1802,  and  the 
election  of  1852,  all  took  place  upon  aa  appor- 
tionment based  upon  the  censaa  immediately 
before  f  not  according  to  the  nambar  of  mem- 
bers which  the  House  nad  in  the  then  Congreasi 
but  according  to  the  cumber  it  would  have  in 
the  Congress  when  the  person  elected  bepamo 
President.  I  should  not  h«ve  alluded  to  this 
matter  at  all,  but  I  had  heard  the  question 
mooted,  and  took  the  trouble  to  look  up  the 
law  upon  the  subject,  so  that  if  there  waa  any 
doubt  about  it,  it  might,  so  far  as  statutes  and 
the  action  of  Congress  and  the  action  of  tiie 
people  were  concerned,  be  put  at  rest. 

Having  exi^Iaioed  the  two  billSf  I  have  no 
more  to  say  in  reference  to  them,  unless  it 
should  be  to  answer  any  question  that  may  be 
asked  in  regard  to  the  tables  which  liave  been 
prepared.  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  any  inform- 
ation that  any  Senator  may  desire  so  far  «s 
I  can  from  the  examination  I  have  given  the 
subject 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  agree 
with  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  there  can 
be  no  reasonable  doubt  on  the  constitutional 
point  as  to  the  number  of  presidential  elect- 
ors that  will  be  elected  in  each  State.  It  will 
be  governed  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  when 
passed.  But  it  does  seem  that  it  would  be  well 
enough  to  deelare  that  the  membe^rs  elected 
under  this  act  shall  take  their  seats  on  the  4th 
of  March  next.  ^  I  would  avoid  all  doubt  on  a 
matter  of  that  kind,  and  deelare  by  the  express 
provisions  of  the  bill  that  the  number  of  elect- 
ors to  be  elected  this  full  shall  oooform  to  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  ot  Repre- 
sentatives under  this  bill,  adding,  of  course, 
the  number  of  Senators. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  has  never  been 
done  before. 

Mr.  SHjERMAN.  I  only  allude  to  it  because 
in  a  question  of  this  kind,  which  has  to  be 
acted  on  by  a  great  number  of  pMeeple  without 
any  opportunity  of  conference,  it  is  well  enough 
to  avoid  all  ambiguity. 

But,  Mr.  President.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
amenamenta  reported  by  the  Jodiaiaty  Com- 
mittee. I  believe  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill  as  nearly  perfect  aa  in 
the  nature  of  things  can  be  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject The  objections  to  the  amendments  pro- 
posed are  radical,  and  to  my  mind  absolutely 
conclusive.  The  House  of  Representatives 
proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  members 
of  the  House  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
The  number  now  is  two  hundred  and  forly- 
three.  Tlus  bill  mainly  relates  to  the  number 
and  organization  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, it  does  not  affect  in  Any  wajr  the  char- 
actery  or  organizatioB,  or  composition  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States*  Bv  one  provis- 
ion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
each  House  is  the  jadge  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, and  qualifications  of  its  own  members. 
It  is  troQ  that  provision  does  not  affect  this 
qnestion;  but  from  the  comity  between  the 
two  branches,  which  has  prevailed  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Government  to  this  time,  each 
Bouse  has  been  lef^  to  regulate  pretty  mueh 
at  its  own  will  everything  that  relates  to  its  own 
organisation.  The  relation  of  the  pay  of  its 
omoers,  of  the  pay  of  itsemplc^^s,  of  the  num- 
ber of  its  employes)  has  by  courted  been  left 
to  each  House.  Thus,  when  the  House  of 
Representatives  increase  the  number  of  their 
messengers)  or  the  pay  of  their  oiessengecs,  or 
the  pay  of  their  clerks,  although  it  must  be 
done  by  law,  yet  by  custom  that  oourtesv  is 
usually  extended  to  the  House,  And  when 
the  Senate  have  heretofore  increased  the  ^y 
of  their  employ^*  the  courtesy  of  aoquieseing 
in  the  action  of  the  Senate  has  always  been 
extended  tp  us  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

It  is  true  tbat  this  biU  is  not  precisely  a  bill 
of  that  character,  but  it  bears  «n  intimate 
relation  to  a  bill  of  that  character.  This  bill 
does  not  affect  the  general  public  law  of  the 
land  except  so  far  as  the  members  of  the  Elect- 
oral CoU^e  wUl  be  increased  er  diminished 
by  the  apportionment  under  it ;  but  that  is 
rather  a  resulting  conseqa^nee  froii>  a  consti- 
tutional proyisipn  than  the  immediate  effect 
of  the  law.  The  law  intends  simply  to  fix  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Now,  is  it  not  wise,  and  is  it  not 
better  to  leave  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
atives  to  fix  that  number,  unless  th^  make 
such  a  gross  mistake  by  their  action  aa  to  indi- 
cate a  want  of  attention  and  consideratioa  to 
the  subject-matter?  So  itse^ms to  me.  There* 
foroi  unless  I  can  give  some  good  reason  for 
changing  the  numl^r  of  members  fixed  by  the* 
House,  i  would  abide  by  their  judgment 

But  that  is  not  all*  in  this  case  we  have 
this  singular  anomaly  presented :  the  House 
of  Representatives  two  years  ago  passed  a  bill 
fixing  the  number  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Xtepresentatives  at  two  hundredand  seveoty- 
4ve ;  It  was  debated  for  days ;  the  debate  was 
participated  in  by  the  members  of  the  House 
generally.  It  was  there  a  matter  of  general 
interest  The  very  fact  that  this  bill  now  is 
being  considered  by  Icjss  than  a  qnoram  of 
this  body  shows  that  this  house  is.  not  paying 
any  attention  to  this  important  bill.  And  why? 
Because  it  does  not  affect  the  ocganiaation  of 
the  Senate  as  it  does  that  of  the  House,  In  the 
House  the  subject  was  oonsidered  with  the 
greatest  care,  reported  upon  by  a  select  commit- 
tee, and  debated  day  after  day,  and  two  years 
ago  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  last 
C^Migress  sent  us  a  bill  fixing  the  number  of 
members  at  two  hundred  and  8sventy-five« 
Now  they  have  reconsidered  in  another  Con- 
gress this  samiB  snl]ject-matter  and  fixed  th^ 


Dttmber  of  members  at  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  showing  an  nveement  and  considera- 
tion by  two  separate  Houses  upon  substantially 
the  same  number.    How  is  it  with  us  ? 

Two  yean  ago  the  bill  ior  two  hundred  and 
aeventjr-five  was  sent  here,  and  then,  lo  and 
behold  I  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  that 
instead  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  we 
ought  to  have  three  hundred  membcvs  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  in  the  Senate  in  that  form  wixh  scarcely 
any  debate,  without  muoh  consideration,  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  feding,  each  one  for  him- 
self, that  this  was  a  matter  that  the  House 
could  judge  of  better  than  we.  The  Judieiarr 
Committee,  composed  then  mainly  of  the  same 
gentlemen  as  now,  reported  that  three  hundred 
members  of  the  House  ought  to  be  elected, 
thus  increasing  the  number  of  the  Represent- 
tatives  of  the  people.  The  argument  that  was 
made  was,  that  the  more  B^^esentatives  yon 
had  from  the  people  the  more  direct  woold 
be  the  influence  of^  the  people  on  the  House. 
The  lane  number  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  adduoed,  the  large  nnmber  of  ^e  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies  of  France  was  addneed,  and 
the  argument  was  employed  which  has  always 
been  made  when  the  effort  has  b«in  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  people  over  the  Represent- 
atives, that  by  bringing  the  Representative  to 
depend  upon  asmauer  nnmber  of  constituents 
yoo  brought  him  more  directly  under  the  in- 
nuenes  of  and  under  responsibility  to  those 
constituents.  Now,  however,  when  the  House 
of  Representatives  have  practically  sent  ns  the 
same  bill  as  before,  fixing  the  number  at  two 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  lo  aad  hnriield  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  report  that  only 
two  hundred  and  ferty-ihree  are  ncessaryt 
With  quiet  submission  to  their  decision  two 
years  ago,  we  passed  the  bill  reported  by  them 
to  &K  the  number  at  three  hundred,  thus  dif 
Coring  with  the  House,  and  leading  to  the 
defeat  of  that  bill.  Now  we  are  called  ni>on, 
with  no  consideration  and  for  no  sufficient 
reason,  in  a  thin  Senate,  where  the  subject 
does  not  excite  attention,  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber to  two  hundred  and  rorty-throe. 

Mr.  President,  unless  there  is  some  pretty 
plausible  reason  for  this  change  of  opinion,  I 
think  we  ought  not  to  follow  the  Judiciary 
Committee  on  this  occasion ;  but  we  ought  to 
make  the  action  of  the  Senate  consistent  with 
itself,  or  if  we  cannot  do  that  and  pay  due 
attention  to  the  sul^eet-matter  by  giving  it  a 
patient  investigation,  we  onght  to  follow  the 
matured  and  careful  judgment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

My  attention  is  called  to  this  matter  more 
by  its  practical  effect  upon  the  people  of  Ohio, 
and  I  say  to  the  Senate  now,  that  if  this  bill 
passes  as  reported  by  the  J  udioiary  Committee, 
the  probable  offset  will  be  that  Ohio  will  have 
no  &enf  esentatives  in  the  next  Congress  of  the 
United  States*  Why?  By  the  terms  of  this 
bill  as  reported  by  the  fclenate  committee, 
the  number  of  Representatives  from  Ohio  is 
reduced  from  nineteen  to  seventeen.  We  do 
not  complain  of  a  reduction  of  representaiion, 
because  we  have  not  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  western  States,  and  therefore  cannot 
expect  to  keep  our  old  number  of  Representa- 
tives if  the  old  aggregate  number  is  retained. 
We  do  not  complain  of  that,  bat  we  complain 
of  the  e£fect  it  will  have  in  another  wav.  It 
so  happens  now  that  the  Senate  amendment 
will  require  an  imperative  reapportionment  of 
our  State,  so  that  without  an  apporttonn>ent 
bill  passecP  by  the  Legislators  of  Ohio,  the 
people  of  Ohio  will  not  be  represented  in  the 
House  of  Representativea  of  the  next  Con- 
gress. The  Legtslatare  of  Ohio  is  now  in  ses- 
sion; and  we  know  that  the  probability  in  that 
there  can  be  no  appottionment  bill  passed  by 
the  Liqsi«lsitare  of  Oyo  at  its  present  sest-ion. 
It  is  true  tbat  this  is  a  consideration  which 
ought  not  to  control  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  er  Congress  in  passing  aa  appoitioa* 
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inent  bill ;  bat  yet  it  does  control  mj  action, 
and  compels  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  practical  eflfect  of  this  bill  if  it 
shall  be  passed.  The  House  of  Represent- 
aiives,  where  the  matter  has  been  carefully 
matured  and  considered,  have  looked  on  the 
subject  as  it  eflfects  every  constituency;  and 
the  Representatives  of  Ohio  there  carefully 
looked  to  it  to  see  that  a  bill  was  provided 
which,  under  the  circnmstanees  that  exist, 
will  give  to  Ohio  its  fair  and  no  more  than 
its  fair  representation  in  the  next  Congress, 

What  is  the  provisioai  here  made?  We  are 
reduced  from  nineteen  to  seventeen  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Sup- 
pose that  on  account  of  the  state  of  facts  that 
I  shall  mention  in  a  little  while  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio  should  &il  to  pass  an  apportionment 
bill  this  winter,  for  it  must  be  done  this  winter, 
how  can  any  Representative  be  elected  from 
the  State  of  Ohio  lor  the  next  Congress  ?  It 
cannot  be  done.  We  have  now  nineteen 
Representatives,  and  the  existing  State  appor- 
tionment is  made  on  the  basis  of  nineteen 
members;  but  if  the  number  is  reduced  to 
seventeen  we  cannot  elect  at  all  unless  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  is  coerced  by  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  into  making  an  apportionment 
of  the  State.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  House 
bill  should  prevail,  and  our  number  should  be 
increased  to  twenty,  making  one  additional  to 
our  present  number,  then  by  the  provisions  of 
the  House  bill  the  present  apportionment  will* 
continue  antil  a  new  apportionment  is  made, 
and  the  increased  member  given  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  will  be  elected  on  general  ticket.  And 
what  is  tme  of  Ohio  is  true  of  several  other 
States. 

Mr.   FREUNGHUYSEN.     Of   Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Now  let  ns  look  at  it. 
I  am  myself  honestly  ia  &vor  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ohio  meeting  together,  and  without 
regard  to  political  divisions  sitting  down  and 
as  a  mere  business  matter  making  a  fair  divis- 
ion of  the  State  into  districts.  But  what  is 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Ohio  7  We  have  a 
senate  composed  of  thirty-six  members,  eight- 
een of  whom  are  Democrats  and  eighteen  of 
whom  are  Republicans.  By  the  provisions  of 
our  constitution  the  Lieutenant  Governor  has 
no  casting  vote  on  the  passage  of  a  bill,  although 
he  has  on  every  other  question  where  there  is 
a  tie  between  the  antagonistic  parties.  It  is 
claimed  by  leading  lawyers,  and  is  probably 
the  correct  eonslruetion,  that  under  the  con- 
stitution of  Ohio  it  required  a  inajority  of  the 
members  elected  to  each  body  to  pats  a  law ; 
so  that  unless  the  Lieutenant  Governor  oao  be 
construed  to  be  a  mmnber  of  the  senate  itself, 
nis  vote  cannot  pass  a  law  in  Ohio  in  case 
there  is  an  equal  division. 

In  the  parage  of  an  apportionment  or  dis-* 
tricting  law  in  a  State  there  are  many  difficul* 
ties  from  the  nature  of  the  topic.  There  are 
local  troubles,  local  eontroversies,  local  jeal- 
ousies, local  divisions;  there  are  strifes  of 
candidates  of  both  parties ;  there  are  inter- 
ested views  always  to  be  represented  in  mak- 
ing such  a  bill.  Then,  behind  all  that,  is  the 
great  division  into  political  parties;  and  it  is 
therefore  almost  impossible  to  frame  a  bill 
that  even  one  party  can  agree  upon,  much 
less  to  pass  a  bill  where  the  two  parties  are 
equally  divided  in  the  senate  of  a  &kate.    The 

Sractical  effect  will  be,  if  the  Legislature  of 
>hio  are  coeix^ed  by  the  provisions  of  yonr 
apportionment  bill  to  make  a  reapportionment 
of  the  State^  tluit  in  all  human  plfobabiiity, 
without  attrd>Qting  any  fault  to  either  party, 
without  attributing  an^  wrong  to  either  party, 
the  Legislature  mil  fail  to  pass  such  a  bill, 
so  that  my  State,  at  least,  will  be  without 
representation  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  the  next  CongrtM ;  and  other  States 
are  in  the  same  condition. 

Is  it  not  better,  then,  to  fellow  the  oarefblly- 
coundered  Houee  bill,  iwhioh  hai  looked  to  all 


those  possible  contingencies,  and  has  made 
provisions  to  guard  against  every  possible  con- 
tingency of  that  kind,  rather  than  to  adopt  a 
new  and  hastily-considered  measure,  because 
I  must  call  it  so  when  the  Judiciary  Committee 
has  changed  its  mind  within  a  year  or  two  on 
the  subject?  Is  it  not  better  to  follow  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  a  question  which 
they  have  carefully  considered*,  and  in  which 
each  member  there  has  an  individual  interest? 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  dear  that  under  those 
circumstances  we  ought  not  to  make  this  rad- 
ical change  without  having  some  very  strong 
reason  for  it. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  one  or  two  other 
objections  to  this  bill  which  I  will  state,  and 
then  submit  the  matter  to  the  Senate  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned.  The  second  section,  which 
is  the  House  section  unaltered  by  the  com- 
mittee, provides : 

That  in  tho  election  of  Representatives  to  the 
Forty-Third  Oontrreis  in  any  State  which  by  this 
law  ia  given  ap  increased  number  of  Representa- 
tives the  additional  Representative  or  Representa- 
tives allowed  to  such  state  may  be  elected  by  the 
State  at  large,  and  the  other  Representatives  to 
which  the  State  is  entitled  by  the  districts  as  now 
proscribed  by  law  in  said  State,  unless  tho  Legisla- 
ture of  said  State  shall  otherwise  provide  before  the 
timo  fixed  by  law  fot  the  election  of  Representatives 
therein. 

That  provision,  according  to  the  Honse  bill, 
has  something  to  operate  upon,  because  very 
many  of  the  States  have  an  increased  number 
of  R^epresentatives  by  it ;  but  under  the  Senate 
bill  it  has  no  States  to  operate  upon  except 
three  or  four.  Only  four  States,  I  believe, 
have  an  increased  representation  by  it,  and 
it  would  operate  in  their  &vor,  while  that  pro- 
vision intended  to  guard  against  a  probable 
con^gency  would  operate  under  the  House 
bill  upon  something  like  seventeen  or  eighteen 
States — perhaps  my  friend  from  Vermont  can 
tell  me  the  numiMr.  I  think  at  least  sixteen 
or  seventeen  States  get  increased  representa- 
tion under  the  House  bill,  while  under  the 
Senate  bill  but  four  get  increased  representa- 
tion. 

Mr.THURMAN.  Iwillstatetomyeollea^e 
that  fourteen  get  increased  representation 
under  the  Senate  bill  instead  of  four. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Fourteen? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Yes,  sir,  fourteen.  If 
my  colleague  will  turn  to  the  tables  we  have 
published,  he  will  see  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  table  will  show  that 
there  is  a  gain  of  fourteen  and  a  loss  of  four- 
teen members  by  various  States.  I  do  not 
know  that  all  the  States  lose  the  same  number. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  total  representation 
according  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
committee  is  given  in  the  fourth  column,  on 
page  6  of  the  tables  printed  by  order  of  the 
Senate.  Then  follows  the  representation  in 
the  present  House.  Then  follows  the  gain  and 
loss  of  each  State.  My  collei^gue  will  find  that 
there  is  a  gain  of  fourteen  members  and  a  loss 
of  fourteen  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  I  see  that  fourteen 
members  are  eained  by  eleven  States  accord- 
ing to  that  table.  Then,  instead  of  four  Srates 
fining,  eleven  gain  by  the  amendment,  while 
in  the  House  bill  a  much  larger  number  of 
States  gain,  and  this  provision,  therefore,  is 
much  more  extensive  and  much  more  benefi- 
cial in  its  effects  under  the  House  bill,  because 
it  avoids  the  possible  contingency  of  a  failure 
to  agree  on  an  apportionment  bill  in  a  State 
Legislature  at  this  late  day. 

U  must  be  remembered  that  the  act  of  18G0 
was  passed  two  years  before  the  apportion- 
ment took  effect.  The  law  of  1850,  commonly 
known  as  Mr.  Vinton's"  bill,  which  originated 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  not 
materially  changed  in  the  Senate,  provided  a 
permanent  rule  for  the  apportionment ;  but  it 
gave  the  States  at  least  two  years  in  which  to 
make  their  apportionments.  But  now,  owing 
to  the  delay  caused,  as  I  think,  by  the  action 
of  the  Senate  two  years  ago  in  increasing  the  1 


number  fixed  by  the  House  bill  front  two 
hundred  and  seventy- five  to  three  bunditd, 
the^  States  are  hurriedly  called  upon  to  mkt 
their  apportionmenta  right  oo  the  eve  of  i 
presidential  election  with  all  (.ue  excitemeot 
induced  by  a  presidential  election;  and  if 
they  fail  to  agree,  then  all  those  Statei  whose 
number  of  Representatives  is  not  increased 
are  left  practically,  in  fact  absolutely,  witUmt 
representation  in  tne  next  Congress.  . 

Another  thin^p,  Mr.  President:  the  anoeod- 
ment  proposed  m  section  three  will  be  a  mat- 
ter of  inconvenience  to  the  people  of  Obia, 
Indiana,  and  several  of  the  other  Statei.  Bj 
the  third  section  of  the  House  bill  tlie  time 
for  the  uniform  eleetion  of  members  of  Con- 

§res8  is  postponed  until  the  Tuesday  next  after 
le  first  Monday  of  November  in  1876.  Those 
of  us  who  watched  the  debate  in  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives  know  the  reason  of  that 
Many  of  the  State  consUtutions  fix  the  time 
for  Irolding  their  fall  elections  on  the  seeoixi 
Tuesday  of  October;  I  believe  Kentncl^  ia 
August,  and  in  other  States  thore  is  a  diTer- 
sity  as  to  the  time  fixed  by  the  State  coostitt- 
tions  for  the  local  elections;  and  araallj,  ua 
matter  of  convenience,  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  occurs  at  the  Hme  period  of 
time.  It  BO  happens  that  these  constitotioog 
cannot  be  changed  hurriedly.  Bj  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  Ohio  it  cannot  be 
changed  for  a  year  or  two,  and  it  will  probablj 
now  be  changed  by  the  action  of  a  confenuoD 
called  by  the  people  of  Ohio  within  a  year  or 
two.  Therefore  the  House  of  Representatifes 
allowed  four  years  within  which  tne  people  of 
the  several  States  might  change  their  organic 
laws  so  as  to  conform  to  the  law  of  Coogrets  fix* 
ing  a  time  for  the  uniform  election  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  same 
day  in  all  the  States.  If  now  they  are  ntddenlf 
required  to  elect  members  of  Gongresa  thi9  m 
on  the  same  day  everywhere,  what  will  be  the 
effect  ?  By  the  constitution  of  Ohio  it  cannot 
be  changed  before  that  time.  An  election 
occurs  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  for 
State  officers  and,  as  the  law  now  is,  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  They  will  have,  therefore, 
this  fall  to  mingle  the  election  of  their  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  the  eleetion  of  preeiden- 
tial  electors ;  and  two  years  af^r  that,  in  1S74. 
probably  before  the  constitutiotia  of  aomc  of 
the  States  can  be  altered,  they  will  have  two 
elections,  one  in  October  and  one  in  Norem 
ber.  The  tery  carefully-considered  pforision 
of  the  House  bill  postpones  the  operation  of 
this  new  provision  until  a  time  when  the  States 
can  conform  their  constitutions  to  it,  nnd^ 
seems  to  me  that  in  that  the  House  have  acted 
wisely. 

Then  as  to  the  amendment  to  be  called  sec- 
tion six,  what  does  that  do?  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois  read  it.  It  is  noihioj 
but  a  re'cSnactment  of  the  Constitution  of  th» 
United  States ;  that  is,  that  where  any  man  « 
deprived  of  the  right  to  vote  at  any  elec'ion 
named  in  article  fourteen  of  the  ConaUtntJoDj 
the  number  of  members  from  that  State  waii 
be  ratably  decreased.  There  is  no  pwj«; 
ion  to  carry  this  into  eflfect.  It  i«  notbmg 
but  a  naked  re^nactment  of  the  conatiwuomu 
amendment  itself.  There  is  no  provision  maae 
to  carry  it  out;  no  provision  made  to  de«gn«w 
and  enumerate  and  provide  for  the  coniingen^ 
pointed  out  in  article  fourteen  of  the  Con«tiw- 
tion.  If  this  section  is  needed  at  all,  it pogw 
to  be  accompanied  with  details  to  c*"^  *VJ^: 
execution.  As  it  is  now,  it  is  simply  •/]Jr' 
actment  of  the  provisions  of  ^the  Conititnnou 
without  any  operative  bearing.  .  .   ,i,a 

Mr.  President,  I  i^in  come  bsck^l?!! 
point  that  this  bill  has  been  fully  wd  wrij 
considered  by  the  House  of  Benrewntttjje^ 
Every  provision  of  it  is  just.  Each  ^  " 
by  it  entitled  to  representation  accordina 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ij^ 
four  smaller  States  are  entitled  to  one  w^ 
ber.    Every  State  is  entitled  to  ft  W"  ''P" 
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seatatioo  f<Hr  a  full  ratio  of  raiMresentetion,  and 
tbeo  seveataeo  States  which  have  the  largest 
fractions  are  each  entitled  to  an  addiiiooal 
Hepreseotative.  Perhaps  there  is  some  ia- 
eqoalit^  because  those  States  which  ha?e  a 
8 mall  fraction  are  unrepresented ;  but  that  is 
anaToidable,  The  very  fact  that  a  ratio  of 
representation  has  to  be  selected  makes  in- 
equslitjr ;  but  t|ie  seventeen  States  which  have 
the  largest  tractions  are  provided  for^  and  the 
other  States  cannot  be  without  creating  a 
greater  inequality  than  results  from  denying 
them  representatum  for  those  Aaetions.  The 
constituiional  rule,  tliereforei  is  ft>llowed  out, 
and  the  bill  has  been  fully  and  iairly  consid- 
ered, flenqe  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ments {proposed  by  the  Senate  committee  are 
not  an  improvement  of  the  bill,  and  I  shall 
therefore  deem  myself  bound  to  vote  i^nst 
everv  one  of  them  except  the  provision  in  the 
third  section. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Mr.  President,  thU  is  a 
Bubject  that  everybody  ought  to  approach  in 
a  constitutional  s{»rit»  I  take  it;  that  is,  with 
a  sincere  desire  to  perform  the  duty  that  the 
Constitution  imposes  upon  us— ^- 

Mr.  MORTON.  WiU  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  give  notice  that  I  shall  move  to  strike  out 
the  third  section  of  the  bill  in  r^ard  to  fixing 
the  time  for  holding  the  election  of  membeit 
of  the  House  of  Representatives? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  was  saying  that  this  is 
a  subject  which  we  ought  to  approach  with  a 
disposition  to  do  preciselv  what  the  Constitu- 
tion requires  us  to  do,  and  that  is,  to  apportion 
the  Representative!  according  to  their  respect- 
ive numbers  of  the  representative  population 
of  each  State.  The  language  of  Uie  Constitu- 
tion is  perfdctljr  plain  and  unambiguous.  It 
is  designed  to  give|  and  does  give,  by  its  terms 
as  well  as  by  its  spirit,  an  equal  representation 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  every  citi- 
sen  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  be  it  great  or 
small.  Any  bill  that  departs  from  that  pro- 
vision further  than  is  indispensable  as  a  math- 
ematical question,  is  a  bill  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
Senator,  whether  he  profits  by  it  or  not,  is 
juAtifiea  in  upholding  a  bill  of  that  character. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  that  is  the  character 
of  the  bill  which  has  come  to  us  from  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  it  is  a  singular 
coincidence — ^it  is  nothing  more  than  a  coinci- 
dence, I  am  sure*— that  the  State  which  pro- 
vides most  largely,  by  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Statee  under  the  Hooee 
bill,  is  the  State  of  Ohio.  Bat  I  know  it  is  not 
for  that  reason  that  my  honorable  firiend  [Mr. 
Sbbrmav]  is  in  favor  of  the  House  bill.  It  it 
or  the  reaaon  he  has  stated,  that  there  are 
difficulties  in  respect  to  apportionment  in 
his  State,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  its 
Lefislature  and  the  time  when  it  is  to  meet, 
which  seem  to  him  to  be  iasopeiahle. 

But  I  put  it  to  my  honorable  friend  from 
Ohio  whether  he  would  be  willing,  even  as  the 
Representative  of  that  pec^le  or  any  other,  to 
stand  up  here  and  vote  for  a  proposition  which 
should  give  to  the  State  or  Ohio  an  undue 
representation  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives? Of  conrse  he  would  not.  With  the 
greatest  possible  respect  to  her  Repreeentatives 
and  her  people,  which  I  really  entertain.  I 
only  speak  or  her  as  an  examploi  which  is  the 
strongest  one  there  is.  It  will  appear  from 
this  bill  that  while  the  State  of  Ohio  has  eight 
times  the  population  of  the  State  of  Vermont — 
almost  eaDRCtly  eight  times  the  population  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  and  I  nse  that  Sute, 
too,  only  for  example^— the  bill  i^ives  to  the 
State  of  Vermont  two  Representatives^  and  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  tweutjr»  Now,  according  to 
the  Constitution,  supposing  the  population  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  to  be  preciselv  eight  times 
that  of  Vermont,  Ohio  is  entitled  to  only  eight 
times  the  number  of  Representatives  that  Ver- 
mont is  entitled  to,  because  the  Conatitution 
deelaree  that  the  representation  shall  be  shared 
between  ns  in  proportion  to  our  respeetive 


numbers.  And  yel  in  the  face  of  that,  this  bill, 
with  a  population  in  Ohio  in  subetanoe  (there 
is  a  variation  of  a  lew  thousandi  but  it  aoawera- 
nnF  purpose  to  say  preoieely)  ei^ht  times  that 
of  Veraeat,  gives  to  Ohio  ten  times  the  rep- 
resentation of  Vermont.  Therefore,  you  may 
take  one  Representative  from  the  Statoof  Ohio 
and  add  it  to  the  State  of  Vermont  nader  the 
House  bUl,  although  you  theh  produce  an  in- 
equality the  other  way,  and  you  have  still  a 
nearer  approach  to  mathematical  accuracy  than 
you  have  now. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  What  is  the  unrepre- 
sented fraction  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  I 
ask  the  Senator? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Fifty-eight  or  sixty  thou- 
sand. The  unrepresented  fraction  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  is  larger,  but  that  unrepresented  frac- 
tion is  a  portion  «f  the  whole  people  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  is  a  portion  of  tJie  whole  two 
million  six  hundred  thousand  people  that  she 
possesses ;  and  she  has  ahready,  taking  off  the 
one,  nineteen  Representatives  for  that  num- 
ber, when  we  should  only  have  three  for  tJie 
three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  in  the 
other  case.  So  you  may  take  the  House  bill 
iust  as  it  stands,  and  take  one  Reptesentative 
from  the  State  of  Ohio  and  add  it  to  the  State 
of  Vermont,  and  the  representation  of  the 
people  of  Ohio,  of  whom  the  Constitution 
speaks  as  being  entitled  to  representation,  is 
still  net  so  greatly  out  of  proportion  to  the 
representation  of  the  people  of  Vermont  as  it 
is  the  other  way. 

Now,  if  yon  were  to  go  according  to  the 
nearest^approach  to  truth,  the  nearest  approach 
to  the  Constitation  and  to  justice,  we  should 
be  obliged  to  say  that  the  House  bill  in  this 
respect  (and  the  same  may  be  said  as  to  some 
other  States;  I  only  speak  of  these  two  as 
illuatrations)  is  altogether  wrong;  and  any 
person  can  see  that  it  is  more  tnaA  theoret- 
ically wrong  when  you  find  that  with  eight 
times  the  population  of  Vermont,  Ohio  has 
tea  times  tne  representation  of  Vermont  by 
the  House  bill,  a  difference  in  fiivor  of  Ohio, 
when  jou  add  it  op  in  that  way,  of  a  majority 
out  of  proportion  to  what  she  is  entailed  to, 
greater  than  the  whole  representation  of  the 
liUle  State  of  Vermont 

Mr.  President,  that  is  not  right.  Of  course 
nobody  can  maintain  that  it  is  right  if  you  pay 
any  regard  to  the  Constitntioa.  It  is  necessary, 
therefore,  to  take  some  number  or  some  methoa 
of  division  which  will  diminish  to  the  smallest 
degree  this  inequality  produced  by  remainders 
overj  and  which  will  am  approach  in  the  largest 
possible  dogroe  still  to  giving  to  each  Sfeate  its 
fair  and  equal  repeesentation  in  the  Honsow  It 
has  happened  that  the  division  l^  24$,  taking 
out  the  coBStitntional  States,  prodnoes  some- 
what more  nearly  equality  among  all  the  States 
than  the  other  dtd,  and  particultffly  as  between 
the  two  States  that  I  have  spoken  of^  heoanse 
it  leaves  the  firaotion-  much  smaller  and  doee 
nearer  justice  to  them  both* 

But.  Mr.  Pieeident^  my  friend  from  Ohio 
save  that  we  ought  not  to  meddle  with  this 
bill,  becanaethe  House  of  Representativee  has 
passed  it,  and  that  it  is  its  affair,  and  that  it 
nas  been  well  eonsidered  there,  and  all  that. 
What  authority  does  my  friend  find  in  the  Con* 
stitution  for  abdicating  the  duties  which  the 
people  of  Ohio  have  committed  to  him  to  see 
that  the  GKiverameBt  is  carried  on  aeoording 
to  the  Constitntion?  He  Caa  have  none.  The 
Constitution  has  not  lefl  it  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  determine  the  numbor  of 
people  who  shall  be  represented  per  member 
m  the  States.  Ithasdetermined  that  it  shall 
be  fixed  by  law,  from  time  to  tioM,  at  the  taking 
of  everr  census,  and  fixed  by  law  on  a  certain 
principle  which  the  Constitution  la^  down.  It 
18  therefore  just  as  largelv  and  just  as  truly 
our  duty  to  connder  a  niU  of  tins  character 
as  it  is  any  other  bill  which  originates  in  the 
House  of  Represeirtatives;  and  it  is  a  daty 
that  we  cannot  escape  by  saying  that  it  is  a 
question  which  relates  practically  to  the  House. 


It  does  not  necessarily  relate  to  any  one  t»f 
the  gentlemen  who  compose  that  body  now. 
We  are  only  providing  by  law,  aoeordiag  ta 
the  Constitution,  £br  the  number  of  ReprO' 
seatativea  which  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try sesidiag  in  all  me  States  shall  be  repre- 
sented by;  and  instead  of  ita  haviiur  been  the 
custom  to  take  as  a  finality  any  House  bill 
upon  the  subject  of  ^portionment,  according 
to  my  information  and  reading  the  reverse  has 
been  the  rule.  The  Senate  h^  amended,  and 
has  ia  one  instance,  I  believe,  r^eeted  entirely 
a  House  bill  providing  for  apportionment. 
We  therefore  are  not  exercising  extraordinary 
functions,  we  are  not  exercistng  indelicate 
fanetiooa  in  any  respect,  when  we  undertake 
to  make  more  perfect  a  bill  of  this  eharacter 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  havtt  passed. 
And  I  might  say  to  my  friend,  if  I  were  to  ^1- 
low  him  outside  of  what  I  oonaider  to  be  the 
proper  range  of  parliamentary  debate,  that 
instead  of  this  bill  having  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  afker  great  consideration 
and  deliberation  and  discussion,  it  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  almost  without  any 
discussion  ai  all,  ia  a  state  of  great  confusion, 
when  it  was  impossible  even  to  offsr  amend- 
ments by  members  of  that  House  in  order  to 
bring  it  more  truly  to  the  constitntional  stand- 
ard ;  but  I  am  aware,  at  least  I  had  supposed, 
that  this  species  of  argument  addressed  to  this 
body  was  not  the  thing  which  either  parlia- 
mentary law  or  propriety  would  justify  us  in 
doing.  My  apology  ia  that  my  friend  firom 
Ohio  has  niade  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  this 
much. 

Mr.  President,  I  agree  that  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  seems  to  be  a  little  id- 
consistent  in  having  determined  a3rear  ago  that 
the  number  ought  to  be  three  hundred,  and 
having  so  reporSsd,  and  in  now  reporting  two 
hundred  and  fortyHfaree.  All  I  ean  say  as  to 
that  is  that  it  is  not  my  fault.  It  is  my  right 
and  my  duty  to  say  that  while  I  favored  and 
supported  smd  voted  for  three  hundred  a  year 
ago  I  have  done  the  same  thing  this  year,  and 
I  intend,  if  any  Senator  moves  it,  to  do  it 
again,  and  upon  the  grouad  that  was  so  well 
stated  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  that 
it  makes  smaller  constituencies,  it  brings  each 
Representative  mere  nearly  at  home  and  into 
aoqaaantanoeship  with  his  people,  and  it  enables 
a  numerous  House  to  remst  influences  and  com- 
binationa— and  I  was  about  to  say  corruption, 
but  that  would  not  be  perhaps  exactly  parlia- 
mentary: I  will  say  influenoes  and  oombin- 
ations  alone— which  ate  dangerous  to  the 
seourity  of  the  people  and  dangerous  to  the 
security  of  the  TreMory. 

We  all  know  that  the  larger  and  more  wide- 
spread representation  is,  the  less  is  the  dan- 
ger that  the  whole  body  wukj  be  influenced  by 
itsw  sudden  gast  of  passtou  or  b^some  influ- 
ence still  worse  than  mere  passion  or  heat. 
Just  ia  proportion^  therefore,  as  the  whole  body 
of  the  poople  are  safer  in  a  finee  country,  on 
account  ot  their  numbers  and  the  extent  of 
the  territory  that  they  cover,  agaiast  any  sud- 
den and  extreme  turn  of  amirs  which  would 
be  injurious  to  their  interests,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion is  a  largp  House  of  Representatives 
safiu^  against  similar  iaflueaees  wnere  brought 
to  bear  upon  them.  Heaee,  I  have  always 
believied,  as  a  matter  of  political  philosophy, 
aad  I  believe  yet,  and  shall  vote  thM  way  if  I 
have  the  opportaaity,  that  the  larger  you  can 
make  the  popular  branch  of  an^Booy  of  repre- 
sentatives ot  the  people,  oonsmtent  irith  the 
possibili^  of  their  doing  business,  the  more 
nearly  you  will  come  to  the  true  idea  of  a 
repoblic 

In  that  view  I  had  hoped  that  tiie  Judiciary 
Committee  would  report,  as  they  did  a  year 
ago,  this  bill,  with  an  amendment  fixing  the 
number  at  three  hundred,  or  some  other  large^ 
convenient  number,  larger  than  the  House  or 
Representativea  fixed,  which  would  have  not 
on&  the  general  efiitot  I  have  stated,  butwouhi 
have  Uie  effect  also  to  cure  in  a  considerable 
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degree  the  grots  ineqaftliiiee,  the  unconstitu- 
tiooal  iaeqwities  which  the  House  bill  pos* 
iesses  in  the  one  respect  that  I  have  named  by 
way, of  example,  and  in  others  that  might  be 
named,  because  it  happens  if  tou  run  up  the 
divisor  from  283  to  800  that  the  quantum  ot' 
each  fraction  is  hirgely  diminished  in  the  first 
place,  and  the  accident  of  the  way  it  would 
run  gives  more  equal  representation  to  the 
States  that  are  severely  treated  by  the  divisor 
adopted  in  the  House  bill. 

For  these  reasons,  I  had  hoped,  as  I  say,  that 
the  committee  would  have  made  tho  number 
three  hundred ;  but  inasmuch  as  that  did  not 
meet  the  view  of  a  majority  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  then  as  an  alternative  which  should 
produce  a  more  philosophic  division  than  the 
one  which  the  House  adopted,  and  make  this 
inequality  of  fractions  lees  unjust  and  uncon- 
stitutional than  it  was  belbre,  I  accepted 
that  which  the  committee  proposed,  reducing 
the  number  to  two  hundred  and  forty-three; 
but  I  shall  very  gladly  indeed  vote,  both  upon 
philosophic  considerations  and  the  practical 
ones  that  I  have  named,  in  favor  of  carrying 
the  number  up  to  three  hundred,  and  thus  pro- 
viding for  a  House  of  Representatives  which 
will  keep  some  pace  with  the  growing  numbers 
of  the  people,  and  which  will  be  enabled,  not- 
withstanding this  considerable  increase  from 
its  present  number,  still  to  carry  on  its  busi- 
ness and  perform  its  duties  to  its  constituents 
without  the  least  difficulty  in  the  world. 

There  are  several  other  questions  which  have 
been  discussed  in  connection  with  this  bill 
which  I  do  not  wish  to  take  the  time  of  the 
Senate  at  this  stage  of  the  debate  in  going  into. 
I  fnay  just  allude  in  a  word  to  the  remark  of 
my  friend  from  Illinois  on  the  subject  of  the 
Electoral  College.  He  is  quite  right  in  saying 
that  by  the  act  of  1792  it  was  declared  that 
the  number  of  the  Electoral  College  should 
depend  upon  the  number  of  the  incoming 
Congress,  so  to  speak,  rather  than  upon  the 
old  one.  How  that  could  be  reconciled  in  the 
view  of  my  friend  from  Illinois  with  the  power 
of  Congress  to  construe  the  Constitution,  and  to 
declare  how  the  Constitution  should  be  carried 
out  in  that  respect,  to  say  that  it  meant  one 
thing  when  on  the  face  of  it  it  micht  seem  to 
mean  another,  id  a  question  which  I  must  leave 
him  to  consider,  and  will  not  consider  myself 
Certainly,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
Congress  in  a  case  ot  that  character  to  provide 
for  the  construction  which  the  legislative  and 
law-making  branch  of  the  (Government  would 
put  upon  it,  and  which  construction,  until  over- 
ruled by  some  other  subsequent  Congress  or  in 
some  other  way,  would  stand  as  the  guide  to 
the  States  in  the  selection  of  their  presidential 
electors. 

But  certain  it  is  that  the  men  who  made  the 
CooBiiiution — to  borrow  the  phrase  of  mji 
friend — thought  that  thev  had  the  lawful  and 
constitutional  right  to  declare,  in  those  re- 
spects wherein  they  were  called  upon  to  make 
laws  under  it,  what  it  did  mean  and  how  it 
should  be  carried  out,  and  the j  did  declare  by 
the  act  of  1792  that  from  that  time  forth  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  should  be  that 
the  incoming  Eepreseotatives,  and  not  the 
then  Eepresentativest  should  be  the  guide 
under  which  presidential  electors  were  to  be 
selected.  Had  the  state  of  the  country  been 
difierent  at  that  time  from  what  it  was,  1  have 
not  the  least  doubt  that  they  would  have 
decided  ezaetljrihe  other  way,  according  to 
what,  to  say  mind,  ia  the  plain  iifaport  ef  the 
laogui^.  But  it  BO  happened  that  at  that  time 
there  had  never  been  a  census  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  first  Congress  therefore  was 
composed  of  members  taken  without  any  sudi 
enumeration  as  the  Coiistil>ution  prescribed, 
token  by  guess,  so  to  speakt  upon  such  es^* 
mates  as  could  he  made ;  and  wnen  the  census 
came  to  be  taken  it  was  seen  that  the  then  rep- 
reseatatioii,  although  it  was  tmmedinttly  after, 
the  Government  Im  started^  wes  esermously 
unequal ;  and  in  order  to  coiscQOt  that  practical 


evil,  and  to  acHust  upon  the  troe^  theory  of  the 
Constitution  tne  election  of  electors  for  the 
second  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  they  took  the  matter  in  hand  and 
decided  ( influenced,  I  have  no  doab^-^and  I 
think  the  contemporaneous  history  shows  that 
to  be  so— by  the  practical  consideration  I  have 
named)  that  the  true  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  to  base  the  presidential 
election  upon  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
fixed  under  the  census  then  taken,  although 
they  were  not  the  Representatives  who  at  that 
moment  would  be  the  ones  to  whom  each  State 
was  entitled  in  Congress.  I  have  no  quarrel 
to  make  with  that  now :  it  is  the  law. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Does  not  that  very  fhct 
strengthen  that  conclusion,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion was  rightly  interpreted? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  think  it  does, 
for  the  reason  that  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted  in  and  of  itself  it  does  not  appear, 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  fact  was  so,  that  any 
of  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Convention 
bad  in  mind  the  difiScuity  that  might  arise  in 
the  next  election  of  Presid«Bt  of  the  United 
States  under  the  census  to  be  taken.  If  they 
had,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  have  pro* 
vided  in  express  terms  that  the  Electoriat  Col- 
lege should  be  based  upon  the  incoming  Con- 
gress afler  the  census  snould  have  been  taken, 
and  said  so  in  terms,  so  that  there  would  have 
been  no  Question  about  it.  But  it  is  unneces- 
sary, pernops^  to  dilate  upon  this,  from  the 
fact,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the  oet  of  1792  is 
still  in  force :  it  is  the  law  of  the  land,  giving 
a  construction  to  the  Constitution  which  will 
stand  until  it  shall  be  reversed  by  some  action 
of  Congress,  or  by  the  proper  authority,  in 
whatever  way  the  question  may  arise. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUYSEN.  Mr.  President, 
I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  Senate  on  this 
subject,  i  should  make  no  remarks  upon  it 
had  I  not,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Cons- 
mitteO)  dissented  from  the  report  made  by  the 
committee.  1  shall  vote  against  their  amend- 
ment, and  in  favor  of  the  House  bill,  unless 
some  amendments  tkM  be  suggested  that 
commend  themselves  to  mv  judgment. 

I'  doubt,  sir,  whether  the  plan  which  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
of  giving  representation  to  the  small  States 
of  Delaware,  Oregon,  Nebraska,  and  Nevada, 
is  the  constituUonal  mode.  The  Constitution 
provides  that  representation  ''shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  States  which  may  be 
included  within  thie  Union  according  to  their 
respective  numbers.'' 

The  true  rule  under  the  Constitntion  is  to 
divide  the  representation  among  all  the  States, 
not  among  port  of  them,  in  proportion  to  the 

gopolation  ascertained  by  the  census,'  and  if 
y  that  rule  any  State  is  found  not  to  have  a 
populatioa  that  gives  one  Representative,  then 
we  are  to  give  it  one  Representative.  But  to 
set  aside  certain  States  because  they  have  not 
the  requisite  population,  and  then  divide 
the  balance  of  representation  among  the  pop- 
ulatioa of  the  remaining  States,  I  think  is 
not  according  to  the  Constitution,  and  is  con- 
trary to  precedent.  It  is  true  it  happens  in 
this  apporfiiottment  that  it  makes  no  diffisrenoe 
in  the  result;  but  a  state  of  facts  might  tery 
readily  exist  where  the  tesult  would  bechsnged. 
By  changing  the  population  to  be  divided  and 
the  divisor  very  different  results  would  gen* 
erolly  be  obtained.  We  had  better  adhere  to 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution. 

I  think  the  House  in  that  tegard  have  adorned 
the  oonstitntional  method.  I  entirely  cooeut 
in  the  s<>ntiment  expressed  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  SBBsauK,]  that  whileit  is  true  we 
are  not  bound  by  what  the  House  has  done, 
while  we  ore  a  component  port  of  the  L^s- 
lature  to  fix  the  representation,  still  I  thiikk 
great  defiMrence  should  be  paid  to  the  judg- 
ment and  determination  of  the  House  in- ref* 
erence  to  this  subiject  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  in  a  good  degree  they  shall  be  the 
exclusive  judges  of  privileges  and  elections, 


and  this  is  a  cognate  subject,  and  I  AM 
want  some  good  reason  given  me  for  depart- 
ing from  the  judgment  which  the  House  bs 
formed.  I  would  take  the  bill  as  it  comes  firan 
them  as  prima  facie  corvect  unless  good  ret- 
sons  were  shown  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  looked  for  those  res- 
sons.-  It  would  be  idle  and  also  improper 
for  us  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  facts  thtt  siu- 
round  us.  We  are  on  the  eve  of  a  presideotial 
election.  We  cannot  ignore  the  tset  that  ve 
are  by  this  bill  fixing  the  number  of  electors 
for  that  election,  and  we  ought  to  see  whether 
in  that  fact  there  is  any  reason  irhy  we  should 
depart  from  the  bill  the  House  has  presented 
to  us;  and  I  would  commend  to  SeBttorSjSs 
light  is  always  desirable,  a  comparisoa  of  the 
£U>use  bill  with  the  Senate  bill,  that  thej  may 
see  to  what  Ststtes  the  forty  additional  mem- 
bers given  by  the  House  biU,  ood  dispeased 
with  by  the  Senate  bill,  would  be  apportioned. 
They  will  find  the  result  is  that  twentjeight 
of  the  forty  will  go  to  States  that  sopport 
the  nrinciples  of  the  Republican  party,  sefeo 
to  States  thiA  are  t^poeed  to  the  deoioaat 
party  of  the  country,  and  &9e  go  to  States 
which  are  of  doubtfol  sentiment,  i  fail  to  dis- 
cover in  that  fact  any  reason  why  we  shoold 
reject  the  bill  of  the  House  and  adopt  the 
Senate  amendment.  I  ehali  certainly  not  he 
in  favor  of  making  the  proposed  chsage  in  the 
House  bill  in  view  of  the  important  effect  it 
has  on  the  Blectoral  College. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  stated  a 
few  moments  ago  that  I  should  move  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  this  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House.  On  a  closer  examinatioo,  I  shall 
content  myself  with  resisting  the  amendmeots 
proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee;  and  I 
desire  to  present  to  the  Senate  this  coosid^- 
tion :  that  if  those  amendments  are  adopted, 
so  far  OS  Indiana  is  concerned,  there  will  prob- 
ably be  no  election  for  members  of  Congren 
in  that  State  this  year;  that  there  can  bene 
election  for  members  of  Congress  in  Indiana, 
unless  the  Governor  shall  call  the  Legislatwe 
in -special  session,  and  they  shall  prometbe 
machinery  for  holding  an  election  inNovemwj- ' 
The  oousiituaon  of  the  State  provides  for  hold- 
ing the  election  for  our  State  officers  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  October.  Tho  law  of  In- 
diana provides  for  electing  members  of  Coo* 
gross  at  the  same  time  and  at  the  saoie  poUs, 
the  votes  being  deposited  in  the  saow  box. 
The  law  of  Indiana  providesall  the  mnohioerj 
necessary  for  electing  members  of  Congress  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  but  there  w  w 
law  of  Indiana  under  which  polls  can  be  (^ea 
or  an  election  held  or  the  votes  counted  w 
membersof  Goepress  in  the  toomhof  Novcmfttf 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  compoteat  wr 
Congress  to  fix  a  uniform  time  for  holding  «»• 
election  of  Representatives,  and  it  is  compe- 
tent for  Congress  to  go  on  and  mako  all  we 
provisions  fot  holding  that  e^"<»;/'^T 
all  the  necessary  machinery  for  *»w<J'^5  "S 
elecUon;  but  this  bUl  does  net  ^o,,^^J 
leavestathe  State  the  provision  o^*"^  q/ 
chinery  necessary  for  electing  mefflbers 
Congress.'    There  is  no  law  of  Congrea  »n"J 
whkjh  polls  can  be  opened  either  in  w«|^" 
of  November  or  at  any  other  time  in  two»w 
of  Indiana  for  electing  a  menaber  «  ^Jj^J 
All  that  is  left  to  the  State.    The  SttW  J' 
Indiana  has  provided  for  doing  that  on  iw 
second  Tuesday  of  October,  bat  wwe"  " 
provision  of  law  under  which  we  can  nw^ 
metnbers  of  Congress  in  Novenabw.   vo"jr 
quently  the  adoption  of  the  aiBcndmeoi  i' 
po8e*by  the  Committee  on  the  J«^*®^  the 
prevent  us  from  holding  an  elecUon  «"*^^ 
Governor  of  Indiana  8*1*11  c<«>^|?2akeili« 
lature  in  extra  session  and  t^*^****^  htfs  of 
neeessary  provision  for  electing  »•■****" 
Congtess  in  the  month  of  November.        -j 

Mr.  B0MUNDS.  The  same  may  w^J' 
probably,  of  Vennonfi,  for  al A««3^^ J^ 
lature  meets,  it  is  so  close  to  the  uto'  ^^"^ 
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ber  tiiat  there  wonld  nol  be  time  to  pass  an 
met,  probablj,  to  readjust  matters. 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  would  be  a  reason, 
then,  80  far  as  yermont  is  cooeemed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  same  is  tme  in  relation 
to  Maine. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  same  is  true  in  relation 
to  Maioe,  and  I  think  it  is  the  same  in  relation 
to  Ohio. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  If  the  Senator  will  let  me 
state  the  case,  it  is  a  little  stronger  in  relation 
^  Maine.  Our  constitution  prescribes  when 
<mr  election  shall  be  held,  and  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  chan^  onr  constUntion  to  meet  this 
provisioQ,  sod  if  the  Legislature  were  con" 
▼ened  %hej  could  not  make  the  change. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    That  is  the  case  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Then  we  should  be  com- 
pelled  to  have  two  eleetioos  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senatoi^  from  Maine 
will  allow  me  to  suggest  to  him  that  Congress 
having  the  power  to  fix  the  time  of  election,  a 
law  ot  Congress  enactevi  in  pursuance  of  con- 
stitutional power  being  tho  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  that  overrides  anythoDg  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  Maine. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  am  not  denying  the  power 
of  Congress  to  fix  the  time ;  1  am  only  stating 
the  inconvenience  of  this  provision  going  into 
effect  At  that  period  of  time.  It  ought  to  be 
further  ahend. 

Mr.  THQRMAN.  But  you  do  not  have  to 
change  your  constitution. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Certainly  we  would  have 
to  change  the  constitution  or  hold  an  addi- 
tional election.    That  is  what  I  meau. 

Mr.  MORTON.  There  is  no  question  about 
the  power  of  Congress  to  make  this  provision 
(hat  the  election  shall  be  held  upon  a  certain 
day  in  November ;  but  my  point  is  that  there 
is  no  machinery  now  provided  for  by  law, 
either  by  the  State  or  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, under  which  that  election  can  be  held, 
and  it  would  have  to  go  by  default  in  my  State 
and  in  other  States,  unless  the  Legislature 
comes  together  and  makes  provision ;  and  so 
in  Vermont,  and  so  in  Ohio.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  amendments  of  the  committee  should 
not  be  adopted. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  section  five  of  the  House 
bill  should  not  be  enacted  into  a  law,  and  be- 
fore this  discussion  is  over  I  shall  move  to 
strike  out  that  sectiou.    It  provides^ 

Thftt  no  Stats  shall  bo  hereafter  admitted  to  ths 
Union  without  having  the  neoessary  population  to 
eatitl*  it  to  at  least  one  RSpreeentative  aooordiag  M> 
the  ratio  of  representation  flted  by  this  bHI. 

In  my  opiaion  it  wonld  be  improper  to  pass 
a  general  law  concerning  the  admission  of 
States  into  the  Union,  we  have  never  been 
governed  by  this  priooiple  in  the  admission  of 
■«w  States.  Sereral  have  been  admitted  that 
had  not  the  population  requisite  far  one  mem- 
ber of  Congress  under  the  existing  ai^>ortion« 
ment,  and  the  Coastitntion  reeog^nizesike  ^Mt 
that  States  may  have  a  population  too  small 
for  that,,  and  provides  that  trery  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  at  least  one  Representative^  The 
drcuBstanoes  which  aomeiimes  demand  the 
admissioQ  of  a  State  are  such  as  to  overrule 
the  fact  that  the  State  may  not  have  population 
enough  to  entitle  it  to  one  Representative 
under  the  general  apportionment.  The  condi- 
tion of  a  Territory  is  anomalons,  and  there  are 
reasons  why  •every  Territory  should  be  allowed 
to  come  in  as  a  State  as  soon  as  it  has  got  soek 
a  population  as  can  reasonably  snstain  a  State 
govamment  and  is  surrounded  by  such  ciroom- 
stances  as  to  give  assurance  that  a  State  will 
grow  up  and  become  matured  and  be  entitled 
nam  its  strength  to  a  position  in  the  Union  as 
a  State. 

I  believe  there  have  been  one  or  two  errors 
conmiUedin  regard  to  the  admission  of  States; 
I  think  one  or  two  have  been  admitted  too 
early,  and  that  their  subsequent  growth  has 
not  justified  the  anticipations  at  3w  time  of 
their  ftdmiesion^  but  that  does  not  affsct  the. 


general  proposition  that  the  question  of  admit- 
ting new  States  into  the  Union  should  depend 
in  every  ease  upon  the  paitionlar  circumstance 
surrounding  the  Territory.  It  is  important 
that  these  appendages,  these  anomalies  to  our 
system  of  Qovemmeni,  should  exist  no  longer 
than  is  neoessaiy.  It  is  better  for  the  Union, 
it  is  better  for  the  country,  that  every  Terri- 
tory should  oome  in  as  a  State  as  soon  as 
the  circumstaaees  surrounding  it  will  warrant 
it,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress.  I  shall  there- 
fore submit  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  fifth 
section. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  a  few  words  upon 
another  subject.  The  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentation should  always  be  made  upon  fair 
founds,  without  reference  to  party,  I  suppose, 
agree  to  that.  It  is  a  oonstitutional  duty 
devolved  upon  Congress,  and  should  be  exer- 
cised in  (he  best  possible  and  the  most  liberal 
and  impartial  manner;  but  I  sutmit  that  it  is 
within  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  at  least 
that  at  our  population  incressed,  the  repre- 
sentation shoura  increase.  I  submit  that  the 
representation  in  the  other  House  should  come 
down  as  nearly  to  the  people  as  possible,  and 
that  each  member  of  Congress  shoukl  havotbe 
smallest  constituency  that  is  compatible  with 
the  transaction  of  business  in  that  body  and 
with  its  officiency.  I  submit  that  a  member 
of  Congress  can  represent  better- and  more  in- 
telligently one  hundred  thousand  people  than 
he  can  two  hundred  thousand,  ana  thenefore, 
as  that  was  intended  to  be  tbepopuhir  branch, 
and  each  State  was  to  have  Hepresentatives 
according'  to  its  population,  the  representation 
should  increase  with  the  population  at  least  ap 
to  within  a  certain  point.  There  may  be  a 
point  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  earned  com- 
patible with  the  efficient  transaction  of  the 
public  business;  but  two  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  two  hundred  and  eighty*three,  or  three 
hundred,  in  m^  opinion,  is  not  up  to  that  point. 
The  House  ot  Commons  for  many  years  has 
been  composed  of  from  six  hundred  to  six 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  members,  and  there 
mre  State  L^islatures,  I  believe,  that  have  a 
larger  number  in  the  lower  house  than  three 
hundred.  I  think  Massaofaosetts  has.  Am  I 
not  eorreet? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Not  now;  two  hundred 
and  fifty. 

Mr.  8UMNBB.  The  Senator  is  nearly  oor^ 
root.  The  house  there  consists  of  two- hun- 
dred and  forty  members. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  formerly  had  more  than 
that.  So  far  as  the  mere  cumbrous  ebaraoter 
of  tiie  body  isconcemed  as  an  objection,  it  will 
not  be  reached  when  we  bring  our  House  up  to 
three  hundred,  and  three  hundred  Represent- 
atives is  not  a  lam  number  for  forty  million 
people,  and  bv  taa  time  the  next  oensos  is 
taken  they  will  be  required  to  represent  €^ 
miliion  people*  A  change  will  not  be  made 
within  tae  coniiD|f  ten  years,  bat  population 
w)llgi»  on.  increasing,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  number  of  Representatives  prescribed  by 
tiiis  bill  will  be  called  upon  to  represent  the 
interests  of  fifty  million  people  before  we  shall 
next  legistate  on  this  subject.  Therefore  the 
increase  of  reOresantatioa  is  in  the  dkection 
of  the  spirit  of  oqf  institutions  and  the  proper 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution.  I  think  tha 
biU  presented  biy  Ike  House  gives  a  low  repre- 
sentotioa ;  I  woold  rather  see  it  thnee  hundred 
than  two  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  I  am 
not  sure  that  i  shall  not  make  that  motion 
before  we  finally  vote  upon  this  bill ;  but  I  am 
now  considering  the  question  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Jndiciaiy  Committee,  which  pro- 
poses to  continue  the  number  of  Uepresent^ 
atives  at  two  hundred  and  forty- three. 

Mr.  President.  I  desire  to  say— and  I  can 
say  that,  I  think,  withoot  being  considered 
unreasonably  partisan — that  the  committee* s 
amendment  is  a  very  unfair  discrimination 
against  the  Republican  party.  The  Senator 
from  Now  Jersey  [Mr.  Fbbuvghutsbv]  has 


referred  to  the  ^t,  and  I  shall  be  exensed 
therefore  for  showing  that  the  Senate  amend* 
ment  goes  out  of  its  way,  it  seems  to  me — I 
may  fairly  say  it  goes  out  of  its  way— to 
make  an  unfair  diserimination  against  the 
Repablican  party.  I  have  got  a  Rttle  table 
here  that  I  will  run  over.  I  do  not  include 
in  it  all  the  States  that  the  Repab4ican  party 
may  fiurly  be  presnmod  to  carry  in  the  next 
election.  There  are  some  throe  or  four  doubt- 
ful, with  the  chances  in  its  favor;  but  I  wilt 
enumerate  those  that  the  chances  are  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  its  carryieg  next  year.  I 
will  first  enusierate  the  States  that  I  suppose 
the  Republican  party  will  carryj  and  snow, 
first,  the  gains  under  the  House  bill. 

Under  the  House  bill  Massachusetts  will 
gain  one,  New  York  one.  Now  Jersey  two, 
Pennsylvania  two.  North  Carolina  one.  South 
Carolina  one,  Mississippi  one,  Arkansas  one, 
Ohio  one,  Illinois  five,  Michigan  three,  Iowa 
three,  Wisconsin  two,  California  oae,  Minne- 
sota one,  Kansas  two,  making  twenty- eight 
Under  the  House  bill  there  will  be  a  Repub- 
lican loss  of  two  members ;  that  is.  there  will 
be  a  loss  of  one  from  Vermont  and  one  from 
New  Hampshire,  which,  taken  from  the  twenty- 
eight,  wiirieave  twenty-six.  Under  the  House 
bill  Maryland  will  gain  one,  Virginia  one, 
Georgia  two,  Alabama  one,  Kentudry  one, 
Tennessee  one,  Texas  two,  and  Missouri  five, 
making  thirteen.  Deducting  thirteen  from 
twenty-six  and  it  leaves  a  net  gain  of  thir- 
teen in  favor  of  the  Republican  party  under 
the  House  bill. 

Now,  under  the  Senate  amendment  how  will 
it  stand  ?  The  Republican  party  will  probably 
carry  the  States  that  I  shall  now  enumerate. 
New  Jersey  under  the  amendment  will  gain 
one,  Illinois  two,  Miehigan  one,  Iowa  two, 
Wisconsin  one,  California  one,  Minnesota  one, 
and  Kansas  one,  making  teo  that  the  Repub- 
licans would  probably  gain  under  the  amend- 
ment. Then  under  the  amendment  Georgia 
will  gain  one,  Texas  one,  and  Missouri  two, 
making  four.  This  would  probably  be  a  Dem- 
ocratic gain.  Deducting  tnose  four  (Vom  the 
ten  Republican  gain,  leaves  a  Republican  gain 
of  six. 

Now  we  come  to  the  losses.  Under  the 
amendment  Maine  would  lose  one.  New 
Hampshire  one,  Vermont  one,  Massachusetts 
one,  Rhode  Island  one,  Connecticut  one.  New 
York  three,  Pennsylvania  two,  Ohio  two—- 
thirteen.  Taking  four  from  the  thirteen  and 
it  makes  a  loss  of  nine  to  the  Bepobltcan 
party,  which,  added  tO'  the  thirteen  yon  would 
gain  the  other  way,  makes  a  difference  of 
twenty-two  electoral  votes  and  twenty-two 
members  of  Congress. 

If  the  House  mil  was  nota  fair  one  on  every 
principle,  we  conld  not  ask  the  Senate  to  go 
A>r  it,  whatever  advantage  it  might  be  to  tne 
predominant  party;  bat  it  is  a  lair  one ;  it  is 
more  just  on  every  principle  than  the  Senate 
amendment,  and  there  is  a  diffbrence  between 
the  two  of  just  twenty«two  electoral  votes  and 
twenty- two  members  of  Congress. 

This,  sir,  is  all  that  I  have  to  say  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  PATTBRSON.  Mr.  President,  there 
is  a  curious  iooident  in  our  history  qnile  in 
keeping  with  the  remarks  which  have  dropped 
from  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  After  the 
Convention  of  1787  had  concluded  its  labors, 
and  was  about  to  rise  and  submit  its  work  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  their  ac^ 
tion,  Washington,  the  president  of  the  Conven- 
tion, rose  and  stated  that  there  was  one  point  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Convention  in  which  he  thought  their  work  was 
defective.  He  said  they  hao  provided  that  tho 
ratio  of  representation  shouH  be  forty  thou- 
sand, and  he  Uiougbt  theTepresentatfon  would 
not  be  large  enough  if  fbrty  thousand  people 
were  required  to  elect  a  Representative.  On 
tins  suggestion  of  Washington  the  ratio  of 
representation  was  cut  down  to  thirty  thou- 
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8uid|  that  the  number  of  the  House  might  be 
increased. 

.Sir,  what  a  change  has  come  over  the  conn- 
try  «ince  thenl  Now,  according  to  the  House 
bill,  the  ratio  is  184,675.  If  the  representa- 
tion would  not  be  large  enough  when  the  ratio 
was  40,000,  how  is  it  when  the  ratio  is  184,675? 
There  are  muiy  reasons  why  the  representa- 
tion should  be  larger,  if  it  were  possible,  to-day 
than  at  the  time  when  the  Constitution  went 
into  operation.  The  territory  of  the  country 
over  which  the  Government  legislates  has 
vastly  increased  since  then.  Not  only  so,  but 
the  subjects  of  legislation  have  multiplied  and 
complicated,  so  that  the  themes  with  which  the 
Representative  must  become  acquainted,  with 
which  he  ought  to  be  familiar  in  order  to  be 
a  wise,  able,  and  e£Bcient  representative  of 
the  people,  have  largely  increased.  These  are 
some  of  the  reasons  why  the  representation  in 
the  House  should  be  large. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  reasons  why  I  pre- 
fer the  House  to  the  Senate  bill,  if  it  can  be 
so  amended  as  to  make  its  total  representa- 
tion three  hundred  instead  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three.  I  believe  that  the  amend- 
ment to  the  law  of  1850  proposed  by  Mr. 
YintoUf  and  which  is  now  in  operation,  was 
unconstitutional.  It  provides,  as  the  Senators 
very  well  know,  that  the  whole  representative 
population  of  the  country  shall  be  divided  by 
the  number  designated  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  in  this  way  secures  the  ratio  of 
representation,  or  the  number  that  can  electa 
member  of  Congress.  If  there  is  a  fraction 
over,  and  that  fraction  is  greater  than  one  half 
of  the  numBer  which  it  takes  to  elect  a  Repre* 
sentative,  then  an  additional  member  is  to  be 
ffiven  to  the  State  which  possesses  that  major 
fraction.  If  it  is  a  minority  fraction,  or  a 
fraction  less  than  one  half  the  ratio,  then  they 
are  to  lose  any  representation  for  that  minor- 
ity fraction. 

What  results,  sir,  from  this?  There  is  a 
law  which  provides  that  the  States  shall  be 
represented  by  districts;  that  each  State  shall 
be  divided  into  districts  of  contiguous  terri- 
tory, containing  as  nearly  as  possible  the  num- 
ber of  representative  population  fixed  as  the 
ratio  of  representation.  Now,  take  some  of 
the  States;  take  Vermont,  for  instance.  Under 
the  House  bill  she  will  have  a  fraction  of 
58,818.  If  only  the  people  in  the  districts 
which  choose  .membera  of  Congress  are  repre- 
sented by  the  members,  then  this  fraction  goes 
unrepresented  in  the  State :  or  if  vou  say  that 
the  representation  covers  the  whole  State,  and 
that  the  whole  population  of  the  State  is  rep- 
resented bjT  th^  fiepreeentativ^  of  the  State, 
then  there  is  unequal  representation  j  and  that 
is  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  whole  people  must  be  rep- 
resented, because  representation  and  taxation 
are  ))oth  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
the  people.  According  to  the  House  bill,  you 
would  have  a  population  equal  to  the  popula* 
tion  of  two  counties  in  Vermont — Rutlimd  and 
Benninfl^n — that  would  not  be  represented  at 
all.  They  wpuld  have  to  p^ay  taxes,  but  they 
would  have  no  representation.  There  would 
be  taxation  without  repreeentation— the  verv 
thing  tor  which  the  colonies  went  to  war  with 
Gref4  Britain. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Why  cannot  they  be 
represented? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Because  the  whole 
number  of  people  within  those  two  counties  of 
Vermont  is  about  equal  to  the  fraction  which 
is  not  represented  at  alL 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Why  do  you  select  those 
two  counties  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  select  any  other 
two  counties  which  happen  to  contain  an 
amount  of  population  just  equal  to  this  frac- 
tion.   That  is  my  only  purpose. 

Again,  suppose  yon  say  that  the  whole  popu- 
lation is  represented  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  SUtes,  what  happens  ?  I  will  tell  you 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  To  show  the  &llacy  of 
the  Senator's  argument,  I  will  remind  him  that 
the  Senate  proposition  disfranchises  sixty  thou- 
sand people  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  How  does  that  show 
the  fallacy  of  my  propositiQa  ? 

Mr,  SHERMAN.  By  showina  that  it  is  im- 
possible, in  any  scheme  that  can  be  devised,  to 
prevent  inequality.  Either  of  these  schemes 
will  work  some  inequality*  Yo«  cannot  make 
it  perfect. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  What  I  was  saying  was 
this :  that  I  believed  the  amendment  to  the 
apportionment  bill  made  by  Mr.  Vinton  was 
unconstitutional,  and  I  see  nothing  in  the  fact 
which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  brought  for- 
ward to  militate  against  my  position. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  What  I  wish  to  submit 
to  the  Senator  is  that  it  is  impossible  in  the 
nature  of  things  by  having  any  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation to  prevent  inei^uality  of  reprcMieata- 
tion.  If  you  ffive  to  this  small  fraction  in 
Vermont  an  aaditional  member,  you  give  to 
them  more  than  they  are  entitled  to. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  inequality  is  not 
so  great. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  may  not  be  to  great, 
but  still  the  inequality  is  there* 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  admit  that  there  may 
be  some  inequality ;  but  there  might  be  a  rule 
established  which  would  make  the  inequality 
very  much  less  than  it  is.  My  objection  to  the 
House  bill  is  that  it  makes  the  inequality  so 
great,  an  equality  which  I  believe  is  uncon- 
stitutional, and  I  do  not  want  to  magnify  t^t 
inequality  by  a  bill  like  this.  If  the  represent- 
ative value  of  each  fraction  could  be  determined 
by  making  the  whole  population  of  the  State 
to  which  it  belong  its  denominator,  instead 
of  a  common  ratio,  the  rule  would  be  fairer 
and  our  representation  more  equitable. 

But  to  return,  if  the  Representatives  of  a 
State  represent  the  whole  population  of  the 
State,  let  us  see  what  the  effect  will  be :  Florida 
will  have  one  Representative  for  187,748  peo- 
ple, while  Rhode  Island  will  have  a  Represent- 
ative for  108,676.  Is  tliat  fair  ?  Can  anybody 
make  it  fair?  Is  tiiere  anything  jnst  in  it  on 
any  principle  whatever  ?  Then  take  the  State 
of  Ohio.  It  will  have  one  Representative  for 
eveiy  188,268  of  itspeople.  Take  my  own  Sts^. 
It  will  have  a  Representative  for  159,160.  Is 
there  any  reason  why  Ohio  should  have  \  Rep- 
resentative for  every  188,000  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  New  Hampshire  only  a  Itepresentative  lor 
every  159,000  of  its  inhabitants? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  ratio  of  apportion- 
ment is  184,000,  and  we  have  the  largest  frac- 
tion. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  But  do  you  not  see 
Uiat  by  losing  the  residual  fraotion  we  lose  one 
third  of  our  entire  representation  by  losing  a 
member,  and  you  only  one  twenty-first  part 
of  yours?  There  is  the  inequality  of  thet&ing. 
I  say  that  this  is  not  fair,  and  we  should  bring 
our  representation  as  near  to  equaliftj  and  te 
justice  as  possible. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  mj  friend  wiU  allow 
me,  as  this  is  a  conversational  debate,  I  will 
si^  to  him  that  this  very  point  arose  in  ifae 
oonstituiional  Convention,  and  it  was  balanced 
by  this  considerations  that  while  a  fraction  in 
a^  small  State  might  fail  to  be  represented, 
which  would  be  a  greater  loss  to  it  m  propor- 
tion to  ita  representation  than  the  faalure  to 
represent  a  fraction  in  a  large  State,  still  tiiat 
would  be  amply  compensated  f(n:  by  the  in* 
creased  representation  it  had  in  the  Senate ; 
and  that  is  so.  The  inequality  of  not  counting 
a  fraction  in  a  State  like  Vermont,  that  haatwo 
or  three  Representatives,  would  oe  very  great 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives, but  that  is  fully  oounterbalanoed  by 
the  constitutional  privilege  of  equal  represent- 
ation in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    I  was  not  aware  that 
any  such  position  was  taken  in  the  Convention.  i 
I  have  never  hiqjpened  to  see  any  such  state^  | 


ment  in  its  d^ates.  I  supposed  thst  tke 
States  were  entiUed  to  equal  representatieviD 
Uie  Senate,  because  the  Benatorsof  each  Sute 
represent  the  limited  sovereignty  of  the  State, 
and  that  that  provision  had  no  refisrence  wkat- 
ever  to  the  namber  of  people  in  aoy  way. 

Now,  to  show  once  more  how  unjustly  tkis 
rale  which  has  been  laid  down  by  Mr.  Viiitoo 
works,  let  me  say  that  if  you  take  tvo  boo- 
dred  and  seventy  as  the  number  of  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives,  Rhode  Isbnd  will  hi?e 
two  members,  and  if  jou  take  two  hoiuired 
and  sixty  she  will  have  but  one  member,  and 
if  you  take  two  hundred  and  eighty  ibe  will 
have  but  one  member.  Is  there  up  iojnstioe  in 
that?  You  must  see  that  there  is  necessaril; 
an  inequality  in  the  representation  of  tbe 
States  growing  out  of  that  rule. 

Someone  may  say  that  the  statement  Ihire 
made  as  to  Rhode  Island  results  from  a  du* 

firint  of  tiie  tables.  It  is  not  so  by  anj  means, 
t  is  not  a  misprint.  It  happens  because 
the  number  of  major  fractions  when  jroo  take 
two  Ifundred  and  eighty  as  the  basif  is  lo 
increased  that  Rhode  Island  loses  one  member, 
and  ^at  is  liable  to  happen  in  aoy  State  under 
this  rule. 

There  beins  such  inequalities,  is  it  D«t 
better,  in  making  an  apportionment  of  tbe 
people  in  the  several  States,  that  we  should  u 
far  as  possible  do  justice  to  every  State?  M/ 
State  will  lose  one  member  under  the  House 
bill.  If  we  can  increase  the  number  to  three 
hundred  we  shall  remain  as  now,  represented 
by  three  Representetives,  and  as  I  have  tbe 
list  here,  I  will  give  the  increase  for  each  State 
on  a  representation  of  three  ^hundred.  Ala- 
bama will  have  an  increase  of  two ;  Arkaoeas, 
of  one;  California,  one;  Connecticut,  none; 
Delaware,  none ;  Florida,  none ;  Georgia,  two; 
Illinois,  six ;  Indiana,  two ;  Iowa,  three ;  Kan- 
sas, two;  Kentucky,  one;  Loaisiaoa,  one; 
Maine,  none ;  Maryland,  one ;  Massachueette, 
one;  Michigan,  three;  Minnesota,  one ;  Mu- 
sissippi,  two ;  Missouri,  five ;  Nebraska, none; 
Nevada,  none:  New  Hampshire,  none;  Net 
Jersey,  two ;  New  York,  four ;  Worth  Caro- 
lina, one ;  Ohio,  two ;  Oregon,  none ;  Penn- 
sylvania, four ;  Rhode  Island,  none ;  Sooth 
Carolina,  two  ;  Tennessee,  one;  Texas,  two; 
Vermont,  none  ;  Virginia,  one ;  West  Vir- 
ginia, none;  Wisconsin,  two.  AnameDdoent 
makine  the  whole  number  three  hundred  wfll 
meet  all  the  objections  urged  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  against  the  bill  of  the  Senate  com- 
mittee, and  will  meet.  I  believe,  his  desueiM 
well  as  the  House  bill.  For  these  reasooa  1 
am  in  &yor  of  the  House  bUl  with  thataDiod- 
ment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  President^  I  think 
if  my  friend  from  New  HMupshire  will  reflect 
a  little  he  will  find  that  it  is  not  very  Bsch  lo 
the  advantage  of  his  State,  if  the  question  ot 
sectional  representation  it  to  be  ^^^!t^ 
aoeount,  to  enlarge  thie  House  of  ^P'^^^^ 
tives  very  much ;  for  suppose  yon  can  wesem 
precisely  Urn  proper  relative  amount  o^?** 
sentation  between  the  several  States  ^^^^ 
to  their  population,  just  as  you  enJiifi  w 
House,  just  so  yon  enlarge  the  absolute  sWJ* 
ity  of  a  section  of  the  country  to  wck  »• 
Senator  does  not  belong,  and  whNe  no  leu- 
tire  wei^t  of  his  seetion  in  the  Hoose  oni^ 
be  greater  than  it  would  be  under  either^ 
those  bUls  that  are  now  before  tbe  Sassts,  u^ 
absolute  mijoiity  in  the  House  sgamit  t» 
section  of  the  RepnbUe  might  be,  ana  woow 
neoessanly  be,  much  larger  if  the  nooiS" 
increased*  and  it  is  the  absohte  m»jm^  »^ 
in  the  ena  makes  tlie  legi^ation.       ,^tLA 
I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  «n<»  ^r: 
time  of  the  Senato  on  this  bill,  for  I  «0.w«*| 
that  I  am  inii  sUto  of  equilibrium  ofon  it.  * 
am  really  almost  indifferent,  I  wifl  •«  »J 
entirdy  so,  whether  the  biU  of  the  Bc^J^^ 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Coismwjf 
shall  be  adopted.    But  this  I  do  fesl  bovoo  <f 
say,  that  while  the  hill  as  it  c»»e  ^^^ 
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Honse  of  Representatives  is  more  CivoraMe 
to  my  own  State  than  the  amended  hill  at 
reported  hy  the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  am 
perfecUy  convinced  that  the  measure  of  the 
Judlciaiy  Comtnittee  is  more  equitable  and 
more  consistent  with  the  reauirements  of  the 
Constitution;  in  other  woros,  it  is  a  fairer 
bill ;  it  obeys  the  injunctions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion more  nearly  tiian  does  the  bill  that  oame 
from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Any  Senator  who  will  reflect  for  a  moment 
will  see  that  it  never  could  have  been  the  inten- 
tion  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that 
you  should  get  absolute  mathematical  equality 
of  re[>re8entation  according  to  population.  If 
my  friend  from  New  Hampshire  will  pay  me  a 
little  attention  for  a  moment  on  that  subject, 
as  he  is  a  mathematician,  he  will  see  what  my 
idea  is,  and  that  it  Is  sound.  It  never  could 
have  been  intended  that  you  should  get  abso- 
lute maUiematical  accuracy  in  the  distribution 
of  the  representation,  because  that  would  re- 
quire  that  the  population  of  the  States  should 
be  divisibleby  a  common  divisor. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Allow  me  a  word.  I 
never  supposed  you  could  set  it  exactly ;  but 
I  will  suj^est  a  way  in  which  you  can  approx- 
imate to  it  much  nearer  than  you  can  by  the 
present  rule.  Suppose  you  take  the  whole 
representative  population  of  the  country  and 
divide  it  by  any  number  that  you  propose  to 
bave  in  the  House,  and  get  the  ratio.  Then 
find  ikb  nearest  ratio  of  the  population  of  the 
States  to  Uiat  ratio,  either  aoove  or  below  it, 
and  it  will  give  you  the  nearest  approximation 
to  a  just  representation  of  the  State.  The 
ratio  of  representation  in  the  State  may  be  a 
little  above  oz.  a  little  below  the  ratio  obtained 
by  dividing  the  whole  representative  popula- 
tion of  the  country  by  the  number  which  yoa 
bave  designated  for  the  House. 

Hr.  THURMAN.  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
that  plan.  It  is  set  forth  with  all  its  merits 
and  some  of  the  objections  to  it  in  a  pamphlet 
of  Mr.  Walton,  which  has  been  printed,  a 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  who*  has  manifested 
great  knowledge  on  this  sul^jectand  very  great 
astuteness  upon  it.  too,  and  whose  labors  are 
of  value  in  consiaeriog  the  question.  But  I 
think  it  is  perfectly  demonstrable  that  that 
plan  is  open  to  the  very  same  objections  which 
nugr  be  urged  against  this  plan.  In  that  plan 
as  m  this  some  States  ^et  more  representation 
than  Ibey  are  fairly  entitled  to  mathematically, 
and  some  States  get  less,  because  the  difficult 
is  inherent  in  the  subject ;  it  cannot  be  avoideo. 
Therefore,  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  in 
providing  for  representation  in  proportion  to 
population,  required  that  we  shall  arrive  at 
the  nearest  point  of  practical  equality  which 
we  can  attain.  That  they  did  reauire.  We 
must  obtain  the  nearest  point  of  practical 
equality  between  the  States  according  to  their 
population ;  but  we  are  not  bound  to  attempt 
that  which  is  clearly  impossible. 

It  is  upon  this  principle  of  obtaining  the 
nearest  nractical  equality  that  the  representa- 
tion effractions  has  always  been  allowed  from 
the  very  first  apportionment  down  to  this  dav. 
They  have  been  represented  always;  and  why 
80  7  Because  a  fraction  might  be  so  large  that 
it  would  be  great  injustice  to  a  State  that  that 
State  shouldnave  that  fraction  thrown  away ; 
for  the  rule  must  be  one  way  or  the  other:  re- 
ject all  fractions  or  consider  the  lanra  fractions. 
Wow  let  us  see  how  it  would  be  if  you  reject 
all  fractions.  Take  a  single  State,  the  State 
of  Maine.  I  will  take  the  calculation  made 
under  the  fourteenth  amend ment,  which  is  the 
only  constitutional  calculation  that  has  been 
made  on  the  subject,  at  page  8  of  the  Senate 
committee's  tables.  Bearing  in  mind  that  the 
basis  of  the  ratio  is  157,109,  we  find  that 
Maine  hat  a  fraction  of  152,149,  within  five 
thousand  of  the  basis  of  the  ratio.  Would  it  not 
be  monstrous  that  Maine  should  have  that  frac- 
tion thrown  away  and  not  have  a  Represent- 
ative for  it?  It  would  certainly  be  monstrous. 
And  when  we  give  here  a  representation  for 


that  fraetlon^  we  do  nothing  but.  snbstaDdal 
justice  \  we  give  here  a  reptesentatioasA  nearly 
proportioned  to  population  as  the  nature  of  the 
sulneci  will  admit. 

$ow,  let.ua  take  another  case  the  opposite 
of  that  Take  New  Hampshire.  Upon  this 
same  basi^  New  Hampshire  has  two  members 
aod  a  fraction  of  only  1,461.  Of  all  the  States 
of  this  Union  New  Hampshire  is  exactly  that 
one  that  has  the  largest  representation  in  pro- 
portion to  her  population,  for  she  hi«  the 
smallest  fraction— I  believe  it  is  the  smallest 
of  all— only  1|451.  Will  anybody  say  tint 
New  Hampshire  onght  to  have  a  liepreseata- 
tivQ  for  l,i51  people  or  less  than  three  hun- 
dred voters  7  No  one  will  say  that  The  report 
of  the  Senate  committee  is  that  which  or  all 
others  does  exact  jnatice  to  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  if  the  other  Stat^a  had  frac- 
tions no  greater  than  New  Hampshire  the 
Senate  bill  would  be  nearly  perfeotioa  itself. 
She  of  all  Statet  has  the  least  jright  to  com- 
plain. 

^  Mr.  President,  I  wish  now  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Seaate  in  a  few  words  to  some  faets 
in  regard  to  these  various  propositions.  It  will 
be  found  upon  an  examination  of  the  Honae 
bill  that  the  House  proceeded  without  any 
respect  to  the  foarteenth  amendment  They 
ignored  it  Whether  or  not  that  is  all  right  in 
tbe  House,  which  baa  a  large  majority  of  Rad- 
icals in  it,  I  do  not  know,  but  tbey  did }  they 
ignered  it  entirety.  When  it  eame  befoce  the 
Senate  committee,  we  concluded  to  look  iato 
that  sul^ectaad  see  what  would  be.  the  effect 
if  we  paid  respect  to  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment, and  therefore  we  made  two  calcalatioos, 
after  having  resolved  to  recommend  that  the 
House  should  not  be  increased  beyond  Us 
present  number  of  two  hundred  and  forty-three; 
one  based  upon  the  populatioo  jnv t  as  the 
House  took  it,  wiUiout  making  any  deduetions 
as  required  by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and 
the  other  based  upon  the  population  after 
making  the  deductions  reqairea  by  the  four* 
teenth  amendment  And  now  I  must  say  in 
regard  to  those  dedaelions  that  while  it  is  true 
that  the  Secretary  of  the.  Interior  and.Uie 
Superintendent  of  tbe  Census  say  that  but  lit* 
tie  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  persona  who  are  denied  the  right  of 
aoffrage  for  ether  causes  than  treason  or 
other  crime,  yet  they  do  say  (and  an.  examina- 
tion of  the  table  will  show  it)  that  the  table 
which  gives  the  persona  disfranohiied  is  about 
ais  accurate  as  statistiee  generally  ate,  aad  it 
will  be  found  upon,  an  examination  of  it  that 
it  is  pretty  substantially  fair  to  the.diifepent 
States.  However,  that  becomes  of  no  import- 
ance now,  because  of  thia  singular  faet,  that 
whether  you  take  the  Hottse  bill  and  omke 
a  calcula^on  upon  the  actual  popiAlation, 
ignoring  the  fourteenth  ameadment,  or  take 
the  fourteenth  amendment  into  account- and 
make  the  proper  deductions  under  it,  or 
whether  yon  take  the  bill  a4  reported  by  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  and  caloulate 
unon  the  whole  pcpolation,  or.  caloulate  npoo 
the  population  after  makmg  the  deductions 
reqmred  by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  it 
does  not  niake  one  iota  of  ehange.  That  is 
to  say,  if  yon  take  the  Honaa  bui  there  will 
be  two  hundred  and  ^^[hiy-thcee  meanbers, 
and  no  matter  which  basis  of  population  you 
take  they  will  be  apportv>ned  in  precisely  the 
same  wa^  to  the  States  aa  they  ate  in  Ubat  bill. 
So,  too,  if.  you  take  the  Senate  aahstitute  of 
two  hundred  and  forty- three,  ik%  number,  of 
members  is  .precisely  .the  same,  whether  you 
calc^late  upon  a  basis  that.ignorea  thejGear- 
teenth  amendmentr  or  whether  yon  take  that 
amendment  into  account 

And  there  is  another  lingular  fact*  tJiat 
upon  either  calculation  the  number  of  frac- 
tiona  is  precisely  the  samot  namely,  seven- 
teen ;  and  a  still  further  singular. fact  that  the 
seventeen  States  that  get  the  fractiona  aie  pce- 
qjsely  the  same  seventeen  States  in  each  caee^ 
It  is  very  fortunate  that  it  i^  so,  because  it 


« 


enables  tts.  to  decide  thia  question  exactly 
right,  precisely  right,  as  the  Constitution 
raottireS'  it  to  be;  and  it  enables  ns  to. lake 
either  the  two  hundred  and  forty4hree  or  the 
twohnndf  e4aod  eighty-three^  as  Congress  may 
decide,  without  doing  iignstice  to  any  State 
whatever,  so  far  as  the  cepresentation  of  frac- 
tions ip  eooeerned* 

Mr.  President,  that  being  the  oase,  and  pass- 
ing by.  these  other  amendments  as  lof  miner 
importance,  the  main  question  before  the  Sea- 
ate  is  this:  shall  the  House  of  Representatives 
consist  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  mem- 
bers, or  shaliitconsistof  two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  members?  Upon  the  debate  that  took 
plaoe,  I  think  nearly  two  years  ago,  on  the 
bill  which  then  passed  the  Senate,  and  wLieh 
fixed  Ibe  number  of  members  at  three  boa 
dr€4,  but  to  whieh  the  House  dissented- 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  me  correct  my  friend. 
The  House  did  not  dissent  j  it  did  not  act 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  very  nearly  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  quite  a  different 
thing. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  they  had  been  very 
much  in  love  with  it  I  suppose  they  wonld 
have  noted.  I  eonfisss  that  I  voted  for  that 
bill.  I  con£06S,  further,  that  I  made  a  Iktle 
speech  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Davis,}  and  it  was  a  very  feeble  rep^  to 
a  very  strong  speech,  in  which  I  advocated 
the  hiaher  number  of  three  hundred ;  bat  I 
voted  for  the  bill  upon  the  distinct  declaration 
that  I  was  in  favor  of  that  btU  because  it  would 
enable  the  States  to  elect  Representatives  to 
the  Forty-Secoad  Congress  under  the  new 
apportionaieAt,  and  that  under  it  no  State 
would  lose  in  its  representation.  That  was  an 
important  considerailion  with  me,  and  I  voted 
for  that  bilk  Subsequent  refleetion  has  led 
mc  to  think  that  on  the  gonerel  question  of 
whether  the  House  ought  to  be  increased  in 
number,  the  views  that  1  then  expressed  were 
hardly  as  sound  as  I  could  wish  them  to  be. 
I  have  improved  a  little  by  reflection  on  that 
subject,  and  I  hope  1  shall  eentinoe  to  do  so 
on  every  subject  upon  which  I  have  time  £)r 
reflection. 

Mr.  MORTON.  You  have  not  improved 
on  the  subject  of  adjournment     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  WaU  tiU  you  rtad  my 
speech  and  then  you  will  see  on  that  subject. 
[Laughter.] 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  see  whether  we 
can  go  on  increasing  the  House  in  proportion 
to  the  increased  population  of  the  country. 
The  Senatoor  from  New  Hampshire  oalled  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  upon  a  Suggestion  of 
Washington,  the  minimum  populauoa  to  en- 
titlo  persons  to  a  Repreaentative  was  put.  at 
thirty  thousand  instead  of  forty  thonsand.  He 
certainly  would  not  contend  that  we  should 
take  that  basis  now.  What  representation 
would  that  give  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives if  we  were  to  take  that  as  the  present 
basis  7.  .It  would  makeihe  House  to  conaist  of 
twelve  hundred  an4  seventy  mcooLbers.  Cer- 
tainly he  is  not  in  ihvor  of  that,  and  I  do  not 
undemtand  him  to  be  in  favor  of  thai.  That 
shows  veqr  well  that  we  have  ontgrown  that 
provision  in  the  Conatitutioa.  Nobody  will 
pretend  that  we  should  ever  approximate  even 
thirty  thousand  an  the  basis  .of  the  ratio.  We 
are  now  thirty-eight  million  people.  If  we 
iaorease  in  the  same  ratio  in  whieh  we  have  in- 
creased from  1700  to  this  day,  in  &^  years  we 
shall  have  over  one  hundred  millions  of  pop- 
ulation f  in  one  hundred  vears  we  shall  have 
considerably  over  two  hundred  millions  of  pop- 
ulation. Can  ^on  ge  on  with  even  such  a  raUo  as 
that  now  provided  ?  Where  would  your  House 
of  Representatives  be?  It  would  be  way  up  to 
two  thousand  members — I  speak  now  without 
caloulating-rway  up  to  a  number  utterly  im- 
praotioable  ibr  the  transaction  of  business. 
There  must  be,  then,  some  limit 

While  I  agree  that  the  smaller  the  constit- 
neney  of  a  Representative  is  the  more  likely 
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18  he  to  repreaent  ihem-oorrectlTy  there  are 
difficoltiee  on  the  other  side,  becaofie  the 
larger  the  namber  of  persons  are  who  elect  a 
BepresentatiTe  the  more  room  there  is  (or 
choosing  good  men.  If  you  were  to  cat  down 
the  representative  basis  to  thirty  thoasaod, 
and  then  elect  in  single  districts,  what  would 
be  the  resalt  7  Although  there  is  no  law  to 
prohibit  the  people  of  a  district  from  electing 
a  man  who  lires  in  another  district,  yet  we 
know  that  they  never  will  do  it.  Usage  is  so 
much  against  it,  and  local  pride  is  so  much 
against  it,  that  they  never  will  do  it.  Then, 
the  choice  of  a  member  must  be  made  ont  oi 
those  who  are  supposed  to  be  fit  within  those 
thirty  thousand  people,  and  you  do  not  have 
the  same  scope  to  choose,  the  same  opportuuity 
finding  good  men,  that  you  have  if  the  repre- 
sentative population  (or  a  member  is  increased 
to  one  hundred  thousand  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand,  as  is  proposed  in  this  bill.  While 
I  do  not  think  tba^  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives will  continue  to  be  restricted  to  two 
hundred  and  forty- three  members,  or  even  two 
hundred  and  eighty-three  members;  while  I 
think  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  perhaps 
exceed  three  hundred  members ;  while  I  think 
that  will  be  found  inevitable,  yet  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  ought  to  hasten  that  time. 

I  ought  to  say  oue  word  iu  answer  to  a  sug- 
gestion made  by  my  colleague  that  pertains  to 
our  own  State  alone.  If  we  cut  down  the  num- 
ber to  two  hundred  and  forty-three  he  appre- 
hends difficulty  in  passing  any  districting  bill 
in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohi(K  owing 
to  the  fact  that  in  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture there  the  parties  are  eaually  divided,  and 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  is  presiding  offi- 
cer, has  no  casting  vote  on  a  bill.  On  that 
qnestion,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  I  do  not  think  any  good  lawyer 
can  doubt  for  a  moment,  and  therefore  the 
case  is  as  m^  colleague  states  it,  that  the 
senate  is  a  tie;  bat  that  very  fact,  instead 
of  militating  against  the  possibility  of  pass- 
ing a  bill,  is  the  very  fact  of  all  others  that 
will  secure  the  passage  of  a  fair  bill  in  Ohio. 
It  is  the  very  thing  that  of  all  others  will  pre- 
vent that  State  from  being  gerrymandered,  to 
use  a  popular  phrase,  on  tbis  subject.  The 
Republicans  there  have  a  decided  majority  in 
the  bouse  of  representatives.  In  the  senate 
there  is  a  tie  between  the  two  parties;  and  it 
is  that  very  fact,  that  neither  party  can  get  the 
advantage  over  the  other,  which  will  secure  a 
fair  districting  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  1  have 
no  fears  but  that  it  will  be  effected — not  the 
slightest  ill  the  world*  The  State  of  Ohio  does 
not  intend  to  be  without  representation  in  the 
next  OoDgress ;  it  has  no  idea  of  it.  Those 
legislators  dare,  not  go  to  their  people  without 

g easing  such  a  bill.  Not  one  of  them  dares  go 
ome  to  his  constituents  and  say  that  he  has 
refused  to  pass  a  bill  districting  the  State  and 
thus  deprived  Ohio  of  repreeentation  in  the 
next  Congress.  A  bill  will  be  passed,  there- 
fore, and  it  shall  be  the  fairest  bill,  perhaps* 
that  ever  was  passed  in  Ohio,  if  the  parties 
remain  as  they  are  in  the  Legislature  of  that 
Statte ;  that  is,  with  a  tie  in  the  senate,  so  that 
neither  party  can  obtain  an  unjust  advantage 
over  the  other.  I  have  no  fears  but  that  there 
will  be  a  redistriotiog  of  my  6tate. 

Then  comes  a  very  important  questioa  in 
regard  to  the  time  of  holding  the  election.  It 
is  proposed  in  this  bill  that  the  election  for 
mmnbers  of  Oongress  shall  be  on  the  same 
day  as  the  presidential  election  in  the  years 
in  which  a  President  is  elected,  and  on  the 
same  day  in  years  iu  which  a  President  is  not 
elected ;  and  that  in  every  State  iu  the  Union 
the  election  shall  take  place  upon  the  same 
day.  1  think  as  a  general  principle  it  is  best 
to  nave  oar  elections  on  the  same  day  when- 
ever we  can.  We  provided  long  a^  by  law 
that  the  election  of  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  should  take  place  on  the  same 
day  throughout  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
same  reason  we  may  well  provide  that  the 


election  of  members  of  Congress  shall  take 
place  on  the  same  day.  Whenever  you  pro- 
vide that  el^tions  shall  take  place  upon  the 
same  day,  vou  do  interpose  a  not  inconsid- 
erable check  to  frauds  in  elections,  to  double 
voting,  to  the  transmission  of  voters  from  one 
State  to  another,  and  yon  do  allow  the  people 
to  vote  for  their  Representatives  nndisturbed 
by  considerations  which  they  ought  not  to  take 
at  all  into  account. 

There  is  some  trouble,  it  is  true,  about  fix- 
ing this  provision  of  the  act  to  go  into  efiect 
next  fall.  It  is  the  trouble  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  and  that  is  the  neces* 
sity  of  some  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
States  to  provide  for  the  machinery  of  such 
on  election.  Mark  yon,  it  does  not  require 
any  more  elections  than  are  now  required,  for 
the  election  is  to  be  on  the  same  day  with  the 
presidential  election,  so  that  in  no  State  is 
an;|r  additional  election  required  by  this  pro- 
vision next  (all.  In  the  States  in  which  the 
State  election  is  held  in  October,  as  it  is  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Iowa,  and  some  other  States, 
that  election  will  be  held,  but  it  would  l>e  held 
anyhow,  whether  you  ohaoged  the  law  in  re- 
gard to  members  of  Congress  or  not,  Ibr  there 
are  State  officers  to  be  elected.  In  the  same 
States  the  people  mast  meet  in  November  to 
vote  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  they  are  put  to  no  mor^  inconven- 
ience if  at  that  same  election  they  vote  fbr 
members  of  Congress.  Then,  so  iar  as  the 
people  are  concerned,  this  section  of  the  bill 
subjects  them  to  no  inconveaieace  whateo- 
ever ;  it  subjects  them  to  the  holding  of  no 
additional  election  whatsoever.  All  that  is 
necessary  is,  even  if  that  be  necessary,  that 
the  Legislatures  of  the  Sutes  shall  make  their 
election  laws  in  respect  to  members  of  Con- 
gress apply  to  this  election  upon  the  day  in 
November  which  now  apply  to  it  on  the  day 
in  October. 

The  Legislatures  of  nearly  all  the  States  are 
now  in  session.  An  act  can  be  drawn  in  ien 
lines  or  less  which  will  effect  that  objeet.  The 
Legislature  of  nearly  every  State  is  in  session ; 
the  Legislature  of  my  State  is  in  session.  In 
the  time  allowed  by  the  Coostttution,  three 
days  in  each  House,  they  can  pass  in  a  single 
week,  or  by  suspending  the  rules  if  necessary 
in  a  single  day,  a  bill  to  apply  the  election 
laws  of  that  State  applicable  to  members  of 
Congress  to  the  election  to  be  held  iu  Novem- 
ber. The  same  thing  can  be  done  in  the  other 
States.  In  almost  efery  State  the  Legislature 
is  in  session  or  is  to  meet  before  the  election 
in  November.  The  only  States  that  I  know  of 
in  which  that  is  not  the  ease-^although  my 
information  may  not  be  entirely  accurate — is 
the  State  of  Indiana  and  the€tate  of  Texas. 
In  Texaa  they  have  no  Legislature  at  all,  as  I 
understand.  The  terras  of  office  of  the  old 
Legislature  have  expired  and  there  is  none  to 
call  together,  as  I  understandi  That,  of  all 
other  reasonst  is  a  reason,  it  seemsto  me,  why 
we  should  fix  the  election  in  that  State  by  our 
own  provision,  as  we  have  a  dear  right  to  do. 
But  in  Indiana  there  is  a  Legisktore  to  be 
called  and  it  oan-  be  called,  and  in  order  to 
preserve  the  representation  of  that  State  it  no 
doubt  would  be  called — called  not  only  to  pass 
this  law,  but  also  called  toredistrict  the  State, 
if  they  thought  fit  to  redistrict  it,  although  it 
is  not  necessary  that  Indiana  should  redistrict, 
as  she  neither  loses  nor  gains  by  the  bill  as 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee.  So  much 
for  that  amendment. 

In  regard  to  section  six,  I  agree  with  my  col- 
lesgae  that  it  is  of  no  use  here  in  the  world. 
It  is  in  the  Coostitotion  already,  and  I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  it  should  be  here.  But  I 
do  not  know  that  it^oee  any  harm  one  way  or 
the  other.  It  is  merely  repeating  in  the  words 
of  the  constitutional  amendment,  article  four- 
teen, the  provision  of  that  amendment.  It  is 
a  veiy  harmless  thing  anyhow,  but  some  mem- 
bers thou^t  it  had  better  be  put  in,  and  I  have 
no  objection  to  it. 


Now,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  I  kave  u- 
swered  everything  that  has  been  said,  or  it 
least  have  stated  as  clearly  as  I  am  able  to 
do,  the  differences  between  these  biiU  Mi  the 
reasons  that  operated  on  my  mind  to  iudece 
me  to  support  the  amend  meot  proposed  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate.  Per- 
haps, also,  I  ought  t>  be  influeBced  to  soaie 
extent  hj  a  resoluiron  that  passed  the  Uit 
house  of  representatives  of  the  Ohio  Lep«- 
lature  by  an  almost  onanimous  vote,  ta  wbich 
they  declared  their  opinion  against  incresuog 
the  namber  of  the  national  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. However,  I  do  not  rely  oo  thst 
as  justification  at  alL 

But  the  Senator  from  Indiana  has  soaoded 
another  note  here  which  is  to  defeat  the  con* 
mittee's  amendment,  anrd  that  is  that  the  Sea- 
ate  committee's  amendment  is  injarioos  to  tbe 
Repoblican  party ;  and  therefore,  no  natter 
whether  it  is  fairer  or  not,  no  matter  whether 
it  is  more  constitutional  or  not,  if  it  will  hare 
the  effect  to  injure  the  Republican  party  io  the 
next  presidential  elecUon,  this  Seaate  ooxht 
to  defeat  it !  I  have  one 'short  aniwer  to  mice 
to  that,  aside  from  the  fact  that  it  seemi  to  me 
the  argument  is  not  a  legitimate  argnmeDt  tt 
all,  and  aside  from  the  fact  that  the  det^t  of 
the  Republican  party  in  the  next  presideniial 
election  is  ^'a  consummation  deroatl^  to  be 
wished."  Apart  from  all  consideration!  of 
that  kiud,  I  nave  one  thing  to  state,  siraply 
to  put  the  mind  of  my  friend  from  Indiiua 
completely  at  ease,  if  he  makes  hit  calco- 
lation  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  Ststee 
will  vote  as  he  says  they  will  vote  in  order 
to  find  out  whether  the  Republican  party 
will  gain  or  lose,  he  must  carry  that  cot 
to  the  end ;  he  must  assume  in  all  argameot 
of  the  subject  that  the  States  wiH  vote  u 
he  supposes  they  will  vote.  He  canoot  as- 
sume that  they  will  vote  as  he  soppotei 
they  will  vote  for  the  purpose  of  Boowing 
that  the  Senate  bill  will  lose  votes  fbr  the 
Republican  party,  and  then  assume  that  they 
will  not  vote  as  he  has  assumed  the?  will  rote 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  Repab- 
lican  party  is  in  danger.  He  cannot  do  that. 
Now,  then,  let  me  tell  him  that  if  the  Sutei 
vote  as  be  assumes  they  will  vote,  there  n  no 
apportionment  bill' which  can  be  passed  tbtt 
will  defeat  the  Republican  party,  and  th«t 
ought  to  enable  him  to  possess  his  soul  io  peace. 
[Laughter.]  If  all  the  States  which  be  has 
assumed  ore  Republican,  and  which  be  bti 
taken  into  the  account  in  order  to  fiod  oat 
Republican  gains  and  Republican  loMes,  sball 
vote  for  the  Republican  candidate  fur  the 
Presidency,  there  is  no  power  on  this  earth 
that  can  prevent  his  election,  and  so  there  u 
no  liecessity  that  this  Senate*  shall  violate  the 
Consiitutioti  or  pass  an  unfkir  apportionoiefit 
bill  in  order  to  secure  the  Republican  party 
fVom  defeat. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  iJf- 
THONY  in  the  chair.)  The  aucstion  is  on  the 
first  amendment  reported  by  the  Comiaiitw 
on  the  Judiciary,  which  will  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  read,  being  to  stnie 
ont  the  first  scciion  of  the  House  bill,  in  the 
following  words : 

That  from  mod  aAer  the  3d  dav  of  March.  ISn^thf 
House  of  ItcprcAentatiTes  shall  bo  compoied  ol  iw» 
handred  ana  oighty-tfaree  members,  to  i>o  »PPJv 
tioned  amonc  Che  several  States  ia  aeooraaaM  viu 
the  proyisioos  of  thli  act.  that Ja  to  say :  t«  ¥»•'*';" 
ofMaino,  five:  totheStateof  NowHampfhirj'^f*' 
to  the  State  of  Verinont,  two;  to  the  State  of  ««• 
aaohuaetts,  eleven ;  to  the  State  of  Bbode  inuj; 
two:  to  the  Statt  of  Conneotiout,  four;  w the bwe 
of  Now  York,  thirty-two ;  to  llie  State  of  Now  J«r- 
eey,  seven;  to  ^e  State  of  Pennsylrania.  tvw'j; 
six;  to  the  State  of  Delaware,  one;  to  the  5»»»«  J'. 
Maryland,  six:  to  the  State  ofVirginia.  nine:  tpttj 


diana,  twelve i  tothe State  ofIlliDoia,nioote«n,  to 

the  State  of  Miasoari,  thirteen :  to  theSUte  of  Ax« 

an8a«.four;  to  the  Stateof  Miohiga|i.nlDe;  jo  inj 

Bute  of  Florida^  one;  to  the  State  of  Texaa  lUi  ^ 
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the  State  of  lows,  nino:  to  the  State  of  Wiiooniin, 
•iffht;  to  the  State  of  CaUfornia.  foari  to  the  SUte 
of  Mionesota.  thfee;  to  the  State  of  OrosoD.  one ; 
to  the  State  of  Kansas,  three;  to  the  State  of  West 
Virsiaia.  three:  to  the  State  of  Nevada,  one; to  the 
State  of  Nebraska^  one:  iVoMceMl,  That  if.  after  soeh 
apportionment  shall  havebeen  made,  any  new  State 
eball  be  admitted  Into  the  Union,  the  Representative 
or  Repreeentativeeof  such  new  State  shall  be  eddi* 
tional  to  the  number  of  two  himdred  and  eightj* 
three  herein  limited. 

And  to  ioaert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

That  firom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  Maroh.  ItTS. 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of 
two  hundred  and  forty^three  members,  to  be  appor- 
tioned amonv  the  several  States  in  aDOordanoe  with 
theprovisionsof  thisact,  thatif  tosaj:  W  the  State 
of  Maine,  four:  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
two;  to  the  State  of  Vermont,  two :  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  nine:  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
one;  to  the  State  of  Connectleut,  three;  to  the  State 
of  New  York,  twenty-eisht:  to  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  six;  to  the* State  of  Pennsylyanis,  twenty- 
two  ;  to  the  State  of  Delaware,  one;  to  the  State  of 
Manrlaad,  five;  to  the  State  of  Viivinia,  eUht;  to 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  seven;  to  the  State  of 
South  OareUna,  four;  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  eight; 
to  the  State  of  Alabama,  fix :  to  the SUte  of  Missis* 
aippi,  five:  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  five ;  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  seventeen ;  to  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
eight :  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  eight ;  to  the  State 
of  Indiana,  elevea:  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  sixteen: 
to  the  Stau  of  Missouri,  eleven;  tf>  the  Sute  of 
Arkansas,  three:  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  seven ; 
to  the  State  of  Florida,  one ;  to  the  State  of  Texas, 
fire;  to  the  State  of  lewa,  oi^t:  to  the  State  of 
Wiseonsin,  seven:  to  the  State  of  CaUfornia,  four; 
to  tho  State  of  Mionesota,  three ;  to  the  State  of 
Oregon,  one;  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  two;  to  the 
Sute  of  West  Virginia,  three;  to  the  State  of  Ne- 
vada, one :  to  the  State  of  Nebraska,  one :  Provided^ 
That  if,  after  such  apportionment  shall  have  been 
made,  any  new  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  the  Representative  or  Representaiives  of 
sooh  new  State  shall  be  additional  to  the  number 
of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  herein  limited. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  order  to  carrj  out  the 
view  that  I  have  expressed,  and  in  order  to 
test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  the  proposi- 
tion that  I  hara  advocated  in  committee  and 
out  of  it  last  year  and  this,  that  the  number 
ought  to  be  increased,  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendmeDt,  so  that  we  can  have  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  in  that  way,  by  striking  out  ''  two 
hundred  and  forty  three*'  aod  iosertiog  *' three 
hundred."  Then,  if  that  is  acreed  to,  the 
details  can  be  adjusted  afterward. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  PltBSIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Seoator  from 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  increasing  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  three  hundred. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resultecl— yeas  16,  nays  81 ;  as  follows: 

YBA3— Messrs,  Anthony,  Graain,  E^hnunds,  Flan- 
ncan,  Qilbert,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont* 
Morton.  Nye.  Patter^n.  Ramsey,  Rice,  Sohun, 
Sherman,  Spraffue.  and  Wilson— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Bjair,  Boreman.  Caldwell, 
Chaodier,  Cole.  Conkling.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis 
of  West  Virginia.  Penton.  Perry  of  Connecticut. 
Ferry  of  Miohigan.  Prelinfhuysen,  Qoldthwaite, 
Uemiltott  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Uili,  Hitohoook.  Kelly, 
Norwood,  Osbom,  Robertson,  Saulsbury.  Sawyer. 
Soott.  Stevenson,  Stockten,  Sumner,  Thurman. 
Tmrobull.  and  Wright— 3L 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Aleora,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Buckingham.  Cameron,  Carpenter.  Cftsserly.  Clay- 
ton. Cooper,  Corbett,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Qar* 
las,  Howe.  Jehoston,  Keliogir,  Lewis,  Iiegaa«  Pom- 
eroy.  Pool,  Pratt.  Speneer,  Stewart*  Tipton,  Viok- 
ers.  West,  and  Windom— 21 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  presnme  I 
am  in  the  condition  of  a  very  lai^^  number 
of  the  Senate,  being  one  who  hM  not  had 
▼ery  uanob  time  to  examine  the  report  of  the 
committee  since  it  was  made.  I  got  the  re- 
port yesterday  aAerooon  smd  carried  it  home 
with  me.  I  bad  to  attend  a  committee  meet- 
ing this  morning,  and  I  have  not  bad  time  crit- 
ically to  examine  it.  I  desire  to  make  some 
remarks  upon  the  House  bill,  and  I  would 
like  a  little  further  time  to  exsmine  the  re- 
port of  the  Judiciary  Committee  before  a 
final  Tote  shall  be  had  upon  the  bill  before  us. 
I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  us  in  taking  a  little  more  time  to 
eonsider  it»    As  it  is  now  ihe  usual  time  of 


our  adjournment^  if  there  be  no  ofejeotion,  I 
will  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn.    • 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  hope  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  SeB»- 
tor  from  Vermont  moves  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MORTON.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermoat.  I  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  Senator  persiata  in 
his  desire  to  have  this  bill  postponed,  I  pro- 
pose to  interpose  a  motion  to  postpone  its 
ooiMtderation,  with  a  view,  to  take  up  the  res- 
olution with  mard  to  final  acyoomment. 

Mr  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  change 
the  motion.  I  move  to  postpone  the  present 
bill  until  to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDING  OFPIOBR.  The  Sena- 
tor  from  Vermont  moves  to  postpone  the  for* 
ther  consideration  of  the  present  bill  until 
to*  morrow. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  no  such  course 
will  be  adopted  now  in  regard  to  this  bill. 
Here  is  a  bill  the  importance  of  early  action 
upon  which  everybody  recognizes.  The  Legis- 
latures of  numerous  States  are  in  session,  and 
are  prolonging  their  sessions  to  know  how 
many  members  of  Congress  are  to  be  appor- 
tioned to  their  States  that  they  may  district 
them.  If  this  bill  is  to  have  the  go-by  to  get 
np  a  resolution  on  another  subject,  it  will  oe 
drscussed  here,  perhaps,  for  weeks,  like  the 
amnesty  question.  Now  I  ask  of  Senators  to 
hold  on  to  this  bill,  and  let  us  act  upon  it;  I 
hope  to-night,  and  if  not  to-night,  certainly 
to-morrow. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  says  he  wants 
to  examine  it.  Why,  sir,  this  bill  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  more  thiio  a  month 
ago.  The  House  bill  has  been  before  us  more 
than  a  month.  It  is  no  new  question.  It  was 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  as  long 
ago  as  Tuesday,  and  it  is  not  a  question  about 
wntcb,  it  seems  to  me,  the  Senate  need  take 
a  great  deal  of  time.  It  is  a  matter  that  can 
be  readily  understood.  We  have  got  to  ap- 
portion the  members  of  Congress  upon  toe 
late  census  in  some  form,  and  you  can  adopt 
no  rule  that  will  satisfy  everybody.  Periisps 
the  one  that  is  adopted  comes  asnear  it  as 
any  one  that  we  could  adopt ;  but  if  not,  let 
as  yote  down  this  and  agree  on  some  other 
one.  I  am  not  particular  about  it.  I  would 
have  been  satisfied  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  came 
ftt>m  the  House  of  Representatives  at  once.  I 
am  satisfied  to  do  that  now.  As  I  reported 
this  bill  with  amendments  as  the  organ  of  the 
committee,  I  will  vote  to  sustain  the  amend- 
ments ;  but  aH  I  desire  is  a  vote,  and  I  shall 
be  entirely  satisfied  to  take  the  bill  as  it 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives.  Nor 
would  I  complain  at  all  if  the  Senate  thought 
proper  to  amend  it  by  adopting  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Bdmuhds] 
to  fix  the  number  of  representatives  at  three 
hundred,  though  I  did  not  -vote  for  that 
amendment. 

As  I  said,  having  reported-  the  bill  io  the 
shape  that  it  is  upon  your  *table,  with  the 
amendments,  I  ieel  that  unless  spme  good 
reason  should  be^iven  that  I  have  not  heard 
in  the  Senate,  it  is  my  duty  to  stand  by  the 
report  so  far  as  to  vote  for  it ;  but  I  do  pro- 
test against  these  efiforts  to  pat  over  the  bill 
and  delay  it.  This  is  Friday,  and  1  think  we 
ought  to  finish  it  to-night.  If  we  cannot 
to-night,  I  ask  the  Senate  not  td  five  it  the 
go-by,  but  to  hold-  on  to  it  obtii  it  is  time  to 
adjonmi  and  tiMB  toa^^joum  until  to*  morrow, 
and  come  here  then  and  finish  it  thia  week. 

Mr.  MORRILLv  of  Vermont  It  was  with 
no  tiew  to  retard  th^  passage  of  this  bill  that 
I  made  the  si^gtttion  that  1  have  made  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senator  talks  of  this  being  here  for  a 
month.  Why,  sir,  the  Senate  committee  held 
it  in  their  bands  naarij^  the  whole  of  tJie  time. 
They  have  been  examining  it  nearly  a  montli, 
and  now  they  give  us  but  a  single  day  to  exam-  I 


I 


ine  their  elaborate  work.  I  have  not  made  this 
motion  in  any  spirit  of  defiaating  the  bill,  or 
with  any  intention  of  gettinf^  up  anything  else  $ 
bat  I  do  ask  in  common  fiiimess  that  we  may 
have  time  to  examine  this  intricate  report  that 
has  been  made  here  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois. My  inclination  has  been  strong  to  support 
the  bill  as  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Commit* 
tee,  and  I  confess  that  I  voted  for  the  motion 
of  my  colleague  with  great  doubt  as  to  its  pro- 
priety. I  want  time  to  examine  the  subject.  I 
can  go  on  to-night  and  make  my  remarks  in 
criticising  the  bill  of  the  House  ;  but  in  com- 
mon decency  I  do  not  want  to  find  fiuilt  with 
the  bill  of  the  House  unless  I  have  something 
better  to  propose.  Therefore  I  ask  that  this 
subject  may  go  over  until  to-morrow.  We 
have  reached  the  usual  time  for  a<^ournment, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Senate  ought  to  be  under 
the  whip  and  spur  to  pass  this  bill  at  the  first 
sitting  that  we  get  it  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  I  most  earnestly  hope 
that  the  proposition  of  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont will  be  acceded  to  by  the  Senate.  For 
my  part,  I  am  disposed  to  submit  some  remarks 
upon  these  bills.  Neither  one  nor  the  other 
or  them  suits  me.  Therefore  I  shall  not  be 
repared  to  vote  very  hurriedly  in  this  case, 
t  IS  a  very  important  measure.  If  either 
proposition  submitted  to  the  Senate  now  was 
enacted,  I  would  not  feel  like  going  back  to 
Texas  if  I  had  not  entered  my  protest.  My 
State  to  some  extent  has  been  thrown  outside. 
She  is  not  upon  an  equality  with  the  great 
States  of  this  Union.  I  must  at  least  show 
that  I  endeavored  to  place  her  thus  before  I 
oan  claim  that  I  have  represented  my  State  as 
I  should  do.  Therefore  I  move,  sir,  that  the 
Senate  go  into  executive  session. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Texas  moves  that  the  Senate  pro*, 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  hope  not 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  President, 
I  hope  that  the  Sena'e  will  act  upon  this  bill 
this  evening.  The  judgment  of  the  Senate  is 
as  fixed  as  fate  upon  this  measure,  and  a 
month's  discussion  would  not  at  all  modify 
that  judgment  or  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 
Anybody  that  looks  at  the  auspices  under  which 
it  is  pressed,  as  they  have  manifested  them- 
selves in  the  Senate  to-dav,  will  understand 
that  party  considerations  nave  decided  and 
will  express  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  upon 
this  measure,  and  that  party  decision  is  as 
fixed  and  as  inflexibly  rendered  now  as  it  is 
possible  to  be ;  and  if  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana  and  his  friends  will  just  permit 
the  Senate  to  come  to  a  vole,  although  I  shall 
vote  differently  from  what  he  does,  I  have  no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  result  will  be  in  con- 
formity to  his  wishes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, topostoone  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  until  to- morrow. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
postponed.  Even  if  the  Senate  do  not  wish 
to  proceed  with  the  bill  further  to  day,  why 
should  we  postpone  it?  Let  it  be  the  unfin* 
ished  business  when  we  adjourn  or  go  into 
executive  session.    Do  not  postpone  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  do  not  ask 
to  have  it  postponed,  but  merely  to  leaYe  it  so 
that  it  will  come  up  at  our  next  session. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  can  be  effected  by 
a  motion  to  adjourn  or  to  go  into  executive 
session. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  motion  to  go  into 
executive  session  has  been  made  andToted 
down,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  renewed. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    I  hope  so,  too. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Let  us  have  a  TOte  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
That  will  be  a  test  question. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  ThatwiHb«»tMtqaH- 
tion. 
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Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  move  that  tiie  Senate  do  now  adioum. 
.  The  PRESIDING  OFFIGBR.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  nkoves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
odjonm. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  first  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  the  Sen- 
ate determines  that  I  shall  go  on  to-night, 
I  wili  do  60^  but  I  much  prb^r  to  wait  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  a  reqnwst  of  that 
kind  will  be  regarded  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Certainly  j  it  is  only  a  delay 
of  one  day. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  reason  I  made  the 
request  1  did,  was  that  after  the  Senate  have 
taken  the  vote  on  this  question  it  leaves  the 
matter  open. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  the  very  point 
my  colleague  wishes  to  discuss.  You  want  to 
vote  first  and  discuss  it  afterward. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No;  but  the  whole  bill 
id  opened  up  on  the  other  amendments,  and  X 
understand  the  Senator  desires  to  offer  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not 
desire  to  do  that;  but  I  desire  to  examine 
the  report  of  tfie  committee  to  se^  what  its 

V'illuG  IS 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  feel  embarrassed  by 
the  appeal  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  I 
think  it  is  asking  a  great  deal  of  the  Senate, 
on  a  bill  of  this  I^ind  to  insist  on  its  going 
over ;  but  I  submit  this,  by  his  permission :  if 
the  Senate  will  agree  to  take  the  vote  at  some 
hour  to-morrow,  let  the  bill  then  go  over  until 
to-morrow  and  let  us  take  the  vote  at  some 
hour  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  and  let  it  be 
understood  that  We  will  take  the  vote  to-mor- 
row, and  dispose ^of  it.  I  suggest  that  we  take 
the  vote  to- morrow  at  four  crclock. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Say  Monday  at  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No;  tie  bill  on^ht  to 
pass  this  week.  If  there  be  no  objection  1 
suggest  that  we  proceed  to  vote  on  the  bill 
uud  amendmentd  at  four  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ISDMUNDS.     Say  five. 

Several  Senator's.    Say  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Four  o'clock,  unless  we 
get  through  with  the  discussion  earlier. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  proposes  that  by  unanimous 
consent  it  shall  be  agreed  to  commeace  voting 
ou  the  amendments  to  this  bill  to-morrow  at 
four  o'clock. 

Several  Senators.    Say  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Three  o'clock  would 
suit  me,  but  my  friend  before  me  fMr.  Ed- 
munds] wants  it  fixed  for  four  o'clock. 

Several  Senators.    Say  four. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Isthereany 
objection  to  that  understanding?  [**NoI"J 
Tiie  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  I  suggest  Monday. 
['♦No!''  **No!"l 

Mr.  HILL.  The  Senator  will  remember 
that  the  amnesty  bill  was  set  down  for  Mon- 
day. 

The  PRESIDIJTG  OPFICElR.  Is  there 
any  objection  to  the  proposition?    r**Nol" 

"No  I'M 

Mr.  TRUJ^IBULL.  What  is  the  proposi- 
tion? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICBR.  To  com- 
mence voting  on  the  bill  to-morrow  at.fonr 
o'clock. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  there  wiO,  be 
no  objection. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  There  is  objection, 
because  I  suggest  Monday. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  give  notice  that  imme- 
diately after  this  vote  is  taken,  if  it  is  carried. 
I  will  move  to  take  up  the  resolution  in  regard 
iOi  final  adjournipienU 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     If  the  Senator  from 


TeTtm  olneots  we  cannot  fix  it  Then  the 
only  way  I  know  is  to  go  on.  I  must  insist 
upon  going  on  with  the  bill  if  the  Senattor 
from  Texas  objects  to  the  anrangement  for 
voting  to* morrow. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  Well,  I  withdraw  the 
objection. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  objec- 
tion is  withdrawn.  It  is  then  ordered  that  at 
fonr  o'clock  to-morrow  the  Senate  will  com- 
mence voting  upon  the  amendments  to  this 
bill  without  mrther  debale. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Unless  the  debate  ex- 
hausts itself  sooner. 

Tho  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Certainly. 

ISESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  Mr.  McPaJERSOV,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.  390) 
granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Evans. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  following  bills;  in  which  it 
requested  tl^e  concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  855)  granting  a  pension 
to  John  S.  Corlett  j 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1194)  directing  the  proper 
officers  in  the  Treasury  Department  to  credit 
John  Seys,  of  Ohio^  the  sum  therein  men- 
tioned; 

A  bill  (IL  R,^No.  1195)  granting  a  pension 
to  Melissa  Rankin,  mother  otOliver  S.  £Uinkin ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1196)  granting  a  pension 
to  Mrs.  Jane  Dulany ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1197)  granting  a  pension 
to  Ca{)tain  Henry  M.  Scott ; 

A  bill  (H«  R.  No.  1198)  granting  a  pension 
to  Ann  Hunter; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1199)  granting  a  pension 
to  Charlotte  Crane ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1200)  granting  a  pension 
to  Rev.  William  ^•  Rogers ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1201)  gpranting  a  pension 
to  Mary  Jane  Stone,  widow  of  William  J. 
Stone,  late  second  lieutenant  thirty-seventh 
Kentucky  infantry ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1303)  granting  a  pension 
to  Martha  El  well; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1205)  grantinj^an  increase 
of  pension  to  James  H.  Hogan,  of  Batavia,  in 
the  State  of  New  York; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1206)  granting  a  pension 
to  Timothy  Paise ; 

A  bill(£[.  R.  No.  1207)  granting  an  increase 
of  pension  to  Warren  Raymond,  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812; 

A  bin  (H.  R.  No.  1209)  gcantiog  a  pension 
George  J.  St.  Louis ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1210)  granting  a  pension 
to  Nathan  Morgan. 

The  message  further  announced  thfit  the 
House  had  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  E.  No.  1061)  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  duplicate  checks  of 
disbursing  officers. 

XNBOLUBD  Bt&L  SIOMBD. 

The  message  likewise  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hotise  had  signed  the  enrolled 
bil!  (8.  No.  5^)  to  correct  a  clerical  error 
committed  in  the  enrollment  of  an  act  ap* 
proved  March  7,  1B70,  entitled  "An  act  to 
relieve  certain  persons  therein  named  from 
the  legal  and  political  disabilities  imposed  by 
the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes.  *' 

IINAL  ADJOUJINMBNT. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Now  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate take  up  the  resolntioa  fixing  the  ttme  for 
the  adjovmment  of  this  session  of  Congress, 
with  a  view  to  gettiog'  a  vote* 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen* 
aior  from  Indiana  moves  to  pes^ne  the 
present  and  all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose 
of  taking' np  the. resolution  finng  the  time  for 
final  aotionrnment. 

Mr.  TBrUMBULL.    I  move  that  the  Senate 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     The  Sen^ 


ator  from'  Illinois  moves  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adijourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to; 
there  being,  on  a  division — ayes  22,  noes  23. 

ThePRSSiDINGOFFICBR.  Thequcsttoa 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  fixing  the  day  of  final  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  there  being,  on 
a  division— ayes  thirty,  noes  not  conutdd; 
and  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  fixing  the  2^th.  of  May  for 
final  adjournment,  the  pending  question  being 
on  thd  ameiidment  of  Mr.  ^umbull  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Sumvbb. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  When  the  morning  boor 
expired  I  was  exhibiting  reasons  ag^st  this 
resolution,  adopting  the  language  ot  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Moirroy,]  not  nstng 
my  own,  but  letting  the  Senator  answer  bimsdlL 
Ton  remember  how  strongly  he  did  answer 
himself;  but  I  have  not  finished.  I  was  show- 
ing reasons  why  this  resolution  shonld  not  be 
adopted,  and  those  reasons  have  additional 
impiortance  from  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  calling  especial  attention 
to  the  tariff.  I  had  shown  now  eloquently  aid 
powerfully  the  Senator  from  Indiana  applealed 
for  time  in  order  to  consider  the  tariff,  but  I 
had  not  fini^ed.  You  do  not  know  all  that 
he  said.  You  do  not  know  how  he  drove  his 
argument  home,  how  powerfnily  he  insisted 
that  the  Senate  shonld  not  leave  its  seats  nntil 
it  had  settled  this  question  of  the  tariff.  I  was 
interrupted  by  the  expiration  of.  the  morning 
hour  as  I  was  about  to  read  these  words : 


ition  tnat  waeannotdisentstbBtqnattoB,  oreaU 
f  sligbtly,  bat  t hall  vote  oa  it  ha^asanU  Sir. 
reapoBSiPility  shall  not  bs  with  me  lor  doiai 


**  Now,  sir,  wo  are  oonfirontod  with  the  tariff  ques- 
tion as  we  never  hare  been  before.'* 

Are  not  these  words  applicable  to  the  present 
moment?  Are  we  not  so  eonfrontea?  fie 
then  goes  on : 

*'It  is  a  question  that  involyes  considerationi 
too  vast,  politieally  and  in  ererv  oUier  way.  to  b« 
deeoribed this  morning" 

The  morning  did  no€  suffice  even  to  describt 
this  issue — 

**And  yet  we  propose  to  put  ourseTves  in  Bueh  a 
position  that  waeannotdiseatsthBtqaesttoB^oroaU 
very 
the  r 
this." 

That  is  not  mv  speechj  sir.  It  is  the  ^>eeeh 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  ''The  respons- 
ibility shall  not  be  with  me  for  doing  this  ;*' 
and  yet,  as  I 'understand,  the  Senator  now 
proposes  to  take  that  very  responsibility.  He 
would  now  hand  over  what  he  says  is  this 
incomparable  question  of  the  tariff  to  hap- 
hazard; his  language,  not  mine.  That  is  what 
he  would  not  do  in  1870,  but  what  he  proposes 
to  do  in  1872.  And  why?  Is  there  any  reason  ? 
Is  not  every  reason  that  be  assigned  against 
adjournment  in  1870  equally  valid  against 
adjournment  now?  Aye,  sir,  and  there  are 
stronger  reasons  stilL 

The  Senate  has  pending  before  it  what  Sen- 
ators are  vert  fond  of  c^luog  the  amnestf  bilL 
I  say  the  bill  for  equal  rights,  the  bill  fur  the 
ennfanehishment  of  the  colored  raoe  in  owr 
country.  Senators  shoW  their  partialities  when 
thev  talk  of  "amnesty,*'  instead  of  "equal 
rights. I'  -That  great  measure  of  peace  and 
reconciliation  is  now  before  the, Senate,  and 
yet  the  Senator  woatd '  adopt  a  resolution  of 
adjournment,  by  which,  according  to  his  own 
language,  that  great  cause  is  to  sliai^  the  fate 
of  the  tariff,  and  be  banded  over  to  hap-hazard. 
Now.  sir,  I  ani  in  earnest,  and  I  will  not  con- 
sent by  mv  tote  to  the  adoption  of  any  resolu- 
tion that  by  uny  possibility  oan  interfere  with 
the  passage  of  that  bill,  it  is  in  itself  a  great 
measure  of  peace  and  reconciliation,  wiSiont 
wfadch  you  cannot  have  or  expect  a  Just  har- 
mony in  this  Repnblio.  And  yet,  if  I  under- 
stand the  Senator,  he  wonld  go  home  leaving 
that  measure  in  its  present  condition,  perhaps, 
neglected,  saorificed,  the  rights  of  onr  colored 
felloW'citizeBe  negleoted,  leaving  them  to  be 
insulted,  as  tiiey  now  aroi  to  l>e4egrAded|  shut 
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oat  ^m  tlwt  eqoalttj  before  the  lav  which  is 
one  of  the  triumphs  of  republican  iostitu- 
tious,  withont  wfaitb  tbtS' RepubHe  of  oars  is 
a  mockery,  a  name. 

The  Senator  has  declared  bu  friendship  for 
colored  oitisens  and  bis  desire  to  secnre  them 
in  their  equal  inmuaiUes ;  and  yet  he  proposes 
now  to  foreclose  upon  them  so-  that  these 
ffreaiimmnnitiesof  theirs,  aecord\pg  to  his  own 
language,  shall  be  handed  over  to  hap- hazard. 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  in  hap-hazara  on  any 
qaeetion  of  human  rights.  I  will  not  allow 
the  rights  of  my  fellow-citizenB  to  be  handed 
over  to  any  such  contingency.  And  yet  I  only 
adopt  the  langoage  of  the  ^nator  when*I  say 
that  he  would  now  hand  these  great  privileges 
over  to  hap-hazard. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1870,  he  would  not  con^ 
sent  to  an  adjournment  on  the  4th  of  July. 
The  session  would  be  too  short,  the  great  ques- 
tiona  of  the  tariff  and  of  reconstruction  oopld 
not  be  dealt  with.  And  now  he  wishes  to  bind 
the  Senate  to  ffo  home  at  a  atill  earlier  day,  in 
the  month  of  May.  Not  one  of  the  appropri- 
ation bills  has  now  been  acted  upon.  None 
of  the  considerable  measures  which  will  nata^ 
rally  attract  oar  attention  during  this  session 
has  been  reached ;  and  those  two  great  ques- 
tions, one  of  the  tariff  and  the  other  of  human 
ri^ts,  I'emain  unsettled.  And  yet,  in  this  con* 
dition  of  the  public  business,  the  Senator  pro- 
poses a  resolution  which  if  adopted  will  make 
the  consideration  of  tbosegreat  measures  diffi' 
cult^  if  not  impossible ;  at  any  rate,  according 
to  hi0  own  language,  he  hands  Inem  over  to 
hap-hazard.  1  do  not  like  to  see  great  ques- 
tions trifled  with.  I  will  not  consent  to  see 
.  the  rights  of  my  fellow-citizens  treated  in  this 
way — handed  over  to  sacriflce. 

Sir,  I  judge  others  by  mv  own  feelings,  and 
I  know  that  if  I  were  or  colored  citizen  of  this 
oonntry  I  wonld  not  forget  those  who,  when 
my  rights  are  in  issue,  neglect  them,  those  who 
hand  them  over  to  hap-hazard.  I  would  bear 
them  in  mind,  I  would  hold  them  to  a  strict 
responsibility.  The  great  battles  of  humanity 
are  not  fought  by  men  who  will  hand  them 
over  to  hap-ha2ard.  They  require  work,  con" 
Btancy,  devotion.  No  man  who  enKsts  in  that 
artty  will  give  his  hands  to  be  tied }  and  yet 
the  Senator  now  proposes  that  this  Senate,  this 
august  body  whica  is  to  sit  in  judgment  on  this 
great  question  of  hnmtin  rights,  should  reach 
out  its  hands  to  be  tied.  Sir,  I  will  have  noth- 
ing to-do  with  it.  If  the  Senate  choose  to  adopt 
it,  they  may.  Upon  others  shall  be  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  sacrifice. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
UoQ  is  On  the  i^mendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  nHnois  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  firom  SiUssachUsetts,  which  will 
be  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  to  the 

amendment,  which  was  to  Insert  at  the  end  of 

the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Suvnkr  the 

following : 

Nor  until  the  Senate  shall  have  an  opportunity 
to  vote  upon  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Bepreteat- 
atives  to  ropeal  the  daty  on  ooal. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  will  not  offer  that  as  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  but  offer  it  as  a  separate 
amendment.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  obstruct- 
ing the  course  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  to 
put  that  as  an  amendment  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Upon  this 
amendment  to  the  amendment  the  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  questtoo  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays^ 
resuUed— yeas  14,  nays  37  j  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Blair.  Davis  of  Kentuokr,  John- 
ston. Kelly,  Norwood.  Saulsburr,  Sawyer,  Boliun, 
Spencer,  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Saouier,  Tbqrman. 
•od  Trumbnll— 14. 

NATS—Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony.  Boreman,  Ca]d^ 
well.  Carpenter,  Oturton,  Cole,  Gonklinv*  Corbett, 
Crafin,  JNmunds^  Fe&ton,  Ferry  of  Conneotlont, 
Ferry  of  MiohiffftB,  Flanagan,  Frelinffbuysen.  Gil- 
bert. Hai^orilarlan.  Uill,  Hitchcock.  Kelloffff. 


MoiTill  ^  Maine,  MertiU  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye* 
Osborn,  Patterson,  Pool,  Ramseiy.  Bice,  Bobertson, 
Scott.  Sherman.  Spraffne,  West,  and  Wrisht— 37. 

ABsBNT -^Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard.  Brownlow, 
Baekimrbani,  CmeroB,  CMSwly,  Chaodler,  Ceoper. 
pavLs  of  West  Virslnia.  Qolatnwaite.  BAmilton  of 
Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Howe,  Lewis.  Loran, 
Pomeroy.  Pratt,  Stewart,  Tipton,  Vickors,  Witeon, 
and  Windom— 22. 

So  tha  amendmeDEt  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  qnestion  recanred  on  the  ameftdmeot 
of  Mr.  Sumner. 

Mfu  SGHUBZ.  I  move  at  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massa^ 
diosetts  to  add  ''and  a  law  for  the  redact 
ti«m  of  the  tariff  and  of  interoal  taxation.'  *  I 
think  it  mnst  havie  become  evident  by  thas 
time  that  there  is  absolately  no  reason  for  this 
resolution  providing  for  an  early  adjonm meat. 
The  Senator  from  £idiana  has  been  convicted 
ont  of  his  own  month  that  it  is  impolitic,  tiiat 
it  is  improper ;  that,  taking  the  general  inter- 
est of  the  country  into  consi&ration^  it  is 
unpatriotic  to  provide  at  so  early  a  penod  of 
the  session  of  Congress  for  an  adjoarament 
when  there  are  great  and  weighty  subjects  for 
consideration,  when  not  a  single  measure  of 
legislation  has  been  disposed  o^  when  we  are 
at  sea  with  regard  to  all  the  great  questions 
that  are  to  be  transacted  in  this  body.  He 
says,  I  believe,  that  it  is  not  a  politic  trick 
that  he  is  contemplating.  If  it  is^  nob,  thea  1 
should  like  to  know  what  it  is. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
intend  to  bo  driven  by  threaits,  bminiiatioiiB,  or 
taunts  to  debate  this  question.  I  am  ready  to 
vote. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  that  if  there  was  aa  insinu- 
ation made  it  was  made  by  himself.  It  was 
not  I  who  spoke  of  politic  tricks,  but  it  was  be 
that  used  the  word. 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  did  not  use  the  word. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Senators  will 
address  the  Chair.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  MifBOuri  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President.  I  have 
no  sort  of  feeling  myself  in  regard  to  tnis  reso- 
lution other  than  that  which  relates  to  the 
public  interests,  and  what  we  ought  to  do,  and 
what  it  is  usual  to  do  with  regard  to  resolu- 
tions of  adjournment.  I  think  the  motion  that 
is  now  made  is  unprecedented.  Such  a  thing 
has  never  ocQurrecT  certainly  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  ood^,  and  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  its  ever  having  occurred  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Government,  that  at  this  stage  of 
the  session  a  resolution  for  final  adjou^ment 
was  ever  proposed,  much  less  adopted,  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  We  are  here,  in 
the  other  House  and  this,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  of  the  people.  We  are 
here  for  a  purpose,  to  enact  laws  topromote 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  T^ere  are 
great  questions  which  it  was  supposed  by  the 
people  would  receive  consideration  at  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and  among  others 
there  is  the  important  question  of  the  redac- 
tion of  the  tariff  and  of  our  internal  revenues. 

I  speak  without  any  feeling  whatever  ou  this 
subject,  for  I  have  no  other  interest  than  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  has,  and  I  assure  him 
that  I  am  as  anxious  aahe  to  bring  this  session 
to  an  early  close.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Mobbill]  reminded  us  this  morning  that 
we  had  already,  at  a  former  session  oi  Con* 
giess,  passed  a  bill  which  reduced  taxation. 
I  beg  to  submit  to  the  Senator  that  he  is  mis- 
taken in  his  fiicts.  We  did  pass  a  law  reducing 
the  tariff  upon  certain  articles  of  importation, 
but  that  does  not  necessarily  or  unifortnly  leaa 
to  a  reduction  of  revenue. 
.  Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Senator, 
I  suppose,  means  to  state  it  so  that  the  Senate 
will  precisely  understand  itt  We  did  take  off 
duties  on  article^  saffieient,  if  ire  had  no  greater 
importations,  to  very  largely  reduee  the  reve- 
nue. We  did  remove  actual  interna^  revenne 
taxes  that  are  not  now  imposed* 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  true.  We  did 
that,  and  we  reduced  the  duty  upon  some  arti- 
cles imported  from  abroad,  but  it\does  not 
follow  uniformly,  nor  necessarily,  that  When 
yoa  reduce  the  duty  upon  an  article  which  is 
imported  from  other  countries  you  reduce  the 
revenue.  That  is  one  objection  to  our  present 
tariff  system,  that  the  duties  imposed  are  im- 
posed, not  with  a  view  to  revenue,  but  for  other 
purpoees,  and  itoAen  happens  when  yon  reduce 
the  duty  on  an  article  that  the  revenue  derived 
from  importations  will  be  larger  than  before 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    On  that  article? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  On  that  article,  because 
of  a  greater  quantity  being  imported. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  an  argument 
against  free  trade. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Very  well ;  if  the  Sen- 
ator considers  it  an  argument  against  free 
trade,  be  it  se.  It  does  not  occur  to  me  that 
anybody  here  is  advocating  free  trade.  I  have 
heard  of  no  advocates  of  free  trade  in  this 
body.  I  have  heard  some  persons  announce 
themselves  in  favor  of  revising  the  tariff  in 
such  a  wav  as  to  bring  it  more  nearly  to  a  rev- 
enue standard ;  to  change  it  from  a  protect- 
ive to  a  revenue  system.  That  does  not  imply 
that  we  are  going  to  adopt  free  trade.  And, 
Mr.  President,  I  understand  that  the  estimates 
of  the  present  year  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment show  tiiat  our  revenue  derived  from  the 
collection  of  duties  will  be  the  largest  ever 
collected  in  the  history  of  the  Government ; 
that  it  wilt  probably  amount  to  $226,000,000 
for  the  present  fiscal  year,  many  millions  more 
than  Was  evto  collected  off  the  people  of  this 
country  !n  a  single  ye^ar  from  duties.  I  think 
that  the  people  of  this  country  expect  that  we 
should  tmt«  some  action  upon  this  subject 
^  The  internal  revenne  system  also  wants 
simplifying.  I  ciLnnot  undertake  to  enumerate 
to-night  (and  my  object  is  not  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate)  the  various  subjects  of 
legislation  which  will  require  our  attention. 
Thejf  are  numerous.  We  ought  to  pass  some 
law  in  relation  totbefinancialconditionof  the 
countrjTf  in  relation  to  our  bonded  debt.  I  am 
not  satisfied,  and  have  not  been  for  years,  with 
the  way  in  which  the  finances  of  this  country 
have  been  nmnaged.  I  have  tried  in  this 
body,  I  think  as  far  back  as  three  or  four  years 
ago,  to  devise  some  means  by  which  we  could 
^et  this  vast  amount  of  gold  that  is  hoarded  up 
m  the  Treasury  out  of  the  Treasury.  It  seemed 
tome  that  it  was  unwise  policy  to  have  lying 
idle  in  theTreasur^  of  the  country  $100,000,000 
when  we  were  owing  $2,000,000,000,  and  pay- 
ing interest  upon  it.  It  seemed  to  me  that  no 
business  man  would  manage  his  affairs  in  that 
way.  I  remember  that  on  one  occasion  we 
came  very  near  passing  a  bill  compelling  the 
Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  to  disgorge  this 
money,  let  it  go  out  among  the  people,  and 
wipe  out  a  portion  of  that  debt  upon  which  we 
were  paying  interest.  Why,  sir,  it  would  have 
saved  more  than  $20,000,000  in  gold  to  this 
country  if  that  money  had  been  used,  instead 
of  lying  idle  in  the  Treasury  for  the  last  five 
years. 

But,  as  Isaidjitis  not  my  intention  toenum^ 
erate  the  subjects  upon  which  the  country 
expeots  legislation.  I  rose  more  to  speak  of 
the  extraordinary  character  of  this  resolution 
than  anything  else — a  resolution  to  fix  a  time 
of  adjournment,  originating  in  the  Senate, 
before  we  have  disposed  of  any  of  the  busi- 
ness of  tike  session.  No  measure  of  general 
importance  has  yet  been  matured ;  no  bill  of 
general  importance  has  yet  passed  and  become 
a  law.  The  people  suppose  that  the  Congress 
of  the  Unitea  States  will  pass  laws  upon  vari- 
ous subjects  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation,  and  I  think  the  expectation  is  for 
the  relief  of  the  people,  and  I  do  not  assume 
too  much  when  I  say  that  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Indtanahimself  must  be  in  fiivor  of  reduc- 
ing, and  largely  reducing,  the  revenues  that  we 
are  now  collecting  from  duties.  I  cannot  think 
that  he  wants  to  collect  $226,000,000  a  year 
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wben  ve  have  no  uie  for  that  gold.  The  inter- 
est Dpoo  our  pablic  debt  now  is  leas  than 
$120,000,000  annually,  and  ihall  «c  collect 
more  than  one  huodrad  million  dollara  in 
gold  bejond  what  ie  needed  to  defray  all  the 
requirements  that  can  be  mada  upon  the 
Treafmrj  for  specie  ? 

Wh^  ehould  ve  adopt  the  reBolution  nov  ? 
I  am  ID  favor  of  an  early  adjoummeut.  I  will 
come  here  and  willataj  with  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  da;  after  da;,  and  will  promiae  to 
labor  aa  many  honrs  ag  be,  without  dilatory 
motions  or  attempting  to  take  up  time,  to  act 
upon  the  important  measoree  which  inUrest 
tha  coontrj,  and  which  Congreu  is  called  npon 
to  pass.   And  when  ne  have  disposed  of  those 

do  anything  with  the  tariff  and  with  tha  other 
qoeitiona  that  ate  prcssingupon  as,  when  that 
is  ascertained  I  shall  unite  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana,  in  voting  for  tha  earliest 
adjournmenL  Bnt  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
impolitic,  that  it  is  improper  to  tie  our  bands  at 
this  time  b;  passing  such  a  resolution  ;  and  1 
rose  chiefly  t«  say  ^at,  that  it  is  a  resolution 
ofnotonlyati  unusual  but  an  uo  precede  Died 
character.  Ise«noobjeGtinpasaingitnow,and 
tbeoDlythingthatcaogrowontoritEeematome 
to  be  evil.  When  we  shall  have  arrived  at 
that  iCage  of  the  session  where  we  can  see  that 
we  can  do  no  more,  or  that  we  have  done  all 
tliat  we  believe  we  ought  to  have  done,  then 
let  ns  fix  a  day  of  udjournment  and  take 
onr  departure.  No  one  wants  to  stay  here,  1 
apprehend,  into  the  bot  days  of  sommer. 

But,  as  1  said,  i  did  not  rise  wiUi  a  view  of 
delaying  the  Senate  this  evening.  I  offered 
an  amendment  and  it  was  voted  down,  and  I 
saw  the  disposition  of  the  Senate  was  not  to 
adopt  any  amendment.  It  is  not  my  praotice 
lo  repeat  amendment*.  I  have  never  meant 
upon  any  occasion  to  place  myself  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  well.sscertained  wishes  of  tbe  Sea- 
ate  ;  and  if  the  Senate  thinks  proper  to  adopt 
this  resolution,  I  bare  no  other  interest  than 
other  members  of  the  body,  and  shall  acqui- 
esce most  chaerfnlly  in  ila  deciiioo,  and  nnite 
with  tbe  Senator  from  Indijuia  to  do  all  the 
work  we  can  within  tbe  time  to  which  we 
sball  be  limited  by  his  resolution. 

The  PBESIDINQ  OFFICER.  Tbe  question 
reouia  on  tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  to  theamendment  of  tha  Senator  from 
Masiacbusetts. 

Mr.  MOREILL,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to  say 
one  word.  1  have  felt  rather  indifferent  t«  this 
resolution  from  tbe  begianiog,  and  I  am  now. 
I  do  not  consider  its  adoption  so  important  as 
it  seems  to  be  regarded  on  either  side.  I  have 
been  rather  disposed  to  look  at  the  adt^lion 
of  this  resolution  at  this  time  by  the  Senate  as 
a  soggeBtion,  and  I  tbink  a  timely  suggestion, 
to  tbe  other  branch  of  Congress,  that  so  far  as 
tbe  Senate  Is  concerned  it  desires  to  anticipate 
nU'  early  adjournment;  but  I  do  not  suppose 
that  it  entirely  lies  our  hands.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose if  we  pass  this  rasolotion,  and  we  find  a 
month  hence  ibat  we  caonot  act  upon  the  im- 
portant bills  to  which  reference  has  been  made 
by  my  fiiend  from  Illinois,  and  also  the  Sen- 
ator frooi  Massachusetts,  that  it  will  follow  as 
a  matter  of  course  that  we  are  to  odjourn  and 
leave  alt  these  things  undone.  I  look  upon  it 
somewhat  in  tbe  tight  that  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  UoEtaiLL]  did  the  other  day. 
We  all  think  we  can  adjonrn  in  May  or  early 
io  Jnne.  I  think  ibat  seems  to  be  the  general 
impression.  Is  there  any  harm  in  our  saying 
that  to  the  Honse7  That  is  our  expectation, 
our  desire,  our  hope. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Allow  me  to  ask  the 
Senator,  if  tbe  House  concur  in  the  resolution 
is  it  not  ont  of  our  power  to  change  the  time? 

Mr.  MOBRILL,  of  Maine.  It  is,  without 
their  concurrence ;  but  is  it  presumable  toaup- 
poic  that  the  House,  when  it  was  known  ihat 
these  important  bills  were  behind,  would  rush 
out  of  Congress  and  refuse  lo  extend  the 
time?  It  is  equally  in  their  power;  and  the 
•ame  patriotic  moUTM  that  I  hop«  would  in- 


apire  us  then  it  ia  ikir,  I  tbiolc,  to  presume 
would  inspire  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  the  resolution 
amoants  to  nothing ;  there  is  no  object  in  it. 

Mr.MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  have  already 
said  that  1  coiiGidered  it  rather  ordinary  io  its 
way.  I  do  not  consider  it  more  tfaan  a  sug- 
gestion  on  Ibe  part  of  the  Senate  thai  on  tfae 
whole  we  think  we  can  adjourn  at  an  early  day, 
and  w^think  it  is  ]K«per  to  adjonrn  at  an  early 
day. 

For  another  reason  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
this  reaolntion,  and  it  ia  the  priaeipal  reason 
that  induces  me  to  vote  To*  it,  and  liiat  is,  thai 
if  we  can  impress  the  House  with  the  idss 
that  we  arc  to  make  a  short  session,  we  shall 
act  upon  the  bills  ibat  are  important  and  just 
brush  aside  a  great  number  of  bills  which 
never  ought,  in  my  jndgmoat,  to  be  acted  on 
at  all,  or  which,  at  any  rat*,  may  paM  over  to 

Those,  and  these  atone,  are  tbe  oonsideta- 
tions  which  induce  me  to  vote  for  the  reaoln- 
tion, withoatibe  slightest  feeling  on  tbesnbject 

Hr.THUAMANr:  Ifa  mqjority  of  tbeSen- 
ate  are  determined  to  pass  this  resolution,  t 
see  no  utility  in  prolongiogthe  discussion  or 
consideration  of  it.  If  the  majority  are  not  in 
favor  of  passing  it,  then  it  may  be  proper  to 
diseoia  it.  In  order  to  test  that  question  I 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion.  Let 
us  have  a  test  qnestion. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  16,  nays  S2;  as  follows: 

TBAS-Hmti.  Blair.  Davli  of  EentaokT.  Dmvh 
orWeMTltvlnia,  Featoa,  JohnstoD,  KdlyJTomod. 
SulihBrr.  Sshan.  Shorman,  Spncns,  SlBTauoD, 
Stoaliino.Suain<r,Tbnni>D.  andTrnmbDll— 16. 

NAYS-Mtsin.  Ames.  Anthanr.  Barcmni,  Csld- 
wsll.  tlarfwnter.  ChangUar.  CjuUm,  Colo,  God k tins, 
CorbelL  Edmuodt.  Ferry  of  NioliiEan,  FJuia«aa, 
Frslin(hn;nn,QiIbert.Usm]in.Hit(ibcoek,E«llDsr. 
L«wl(,  HorrlllofMsina,  Morrill  of  Varora I.  Mor- 
ton, Nra,Oiiborp. PaUanos Jlasuajr.  Ust.  Saott, 
SpBnceriWtat.  Wilion.Mid  Wricht— 32. 

ABSENT -Hasan.   Alcnm,  Bariird.  Browntow. 


.  ^ail 


on  of 


Fanr  of  ConnKtioU.  (Hoi dlkw ails.  I 
HirrUnd.  Uimillon  of  Taiu.  Ilnrlin.  uiu,.iiuwo. 
Lo(sn,  PameroT,  Pool.  PriU.  fiobertsoo.  Sawyer. 
Stawut.  Tipton.  Vlokan,  sod  Windom-K. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs 'on  the  amendment  of  tho  Senator 
from  Missouri  {Mr.  ScHUtiz]  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Seoator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Shu.vkrJ 

UHNEB.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 

, je  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THORMAN.    Let  it  be  reported. 

Tbe  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amcnilment  Io  the 
amendment,  which  was  to  add  the  following; 
.  And  ■  law  for  tbe  nsdnction  of  tha  tariff  and  of 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  Does  anybody  want  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that,  Mr.  Fresidenl? 

Mr.  SUMNER.    I  do. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  13,  naysSG;  as  follows; 


nthat. 


So  Ibe  amendment  ia  tbe  smendment  was 
rejected. 

Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recon  on  tha  amendawDt  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MORION.  lask  forlheTtaaandnayi 
on  that. 

Several  Sesaz9M>    Mo,  no. 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  What  is  the  ue  of  titkiH 
up  lime? 

Mi;  MORTON.    I  withdraw  thecal!. 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BUHNBR.  Nowl  send  another  amend, 
ment  to  the  Chair  to  come  in  at  tbe  end. 

Th«  amendment  was  read,  ta  follows : 

PttnidtJ,  That  Ihsfe  shall  be  no  flaal  a^joan- 
naot  until  nflar  Isfialatian  to  pn^*le  the  mora  t« 
■peniepsyaianll. 

Tbe  amendment  was  lejected- 

Hr.  SUMNEB.  Mow  1  move  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enociiDg  cknae  of  tbn  rMslotiM 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  is  a  very  invortan 
and  a  very  solemn  amendment,  and  we  oaEht 
to  vote  upon  it  with  great  deliberation,  and  1 
rise  to  inquire  of  tbe  Chstr  if  it  will  be  ia 
order  to  sing  Old  Hundred  befor*  wo  votsT 
rXjaughter.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  tha  Senator  tioa 
Maine  had  belter  lead  off.     [Langlii«f.1 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  Mid 
navB  on  that  ameudnteaL     [Laoghter.J 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  ware  ordervd. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  Pmideat,  I  do  Mt 
believe  that  tbe  rights  of  the  coloied  people 
in  this  country  should  be  trifled  with  in  uis 
Chamber.  There  is  a  tune  which  they  caa 
sing  at  the  ballot-box. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  (in  his  seaL)  They 
cannot  sing  it  nutil  after  tbe  29lh  of  May. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  ssm  they 
cannot  slug  it  until  after  the  29th  of  May.  1 
do  not  know  that. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Weshallhavateorder 
a  special  election,  then. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Perbapsao. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Senalon 
will  please  address  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Sir,I  plead  forlheabaMil. 
forthediaabted,  for  the  insulted.  IhavehMid 
of  those  who  danced  over  gravee,  and  I  know 
in  history,  and  especially  in  the  history  of 
our  own  conntry,  that  the  colored  race  has 
been  perpeluslly  insulted — nol  only  proscribed, 


I  make  this  sincere  effort  ii 
upon  the  Senate  their  daly  u; 


itl 


order  to  j 

_,       JU  ihisoccBB 

the  moment.  I  could  not  do  otherwise 
without  feeling  that  I  had  neglected  a  duty. 
I  hope  I  do  not  so  too  far ;  1  hope  I  do  not 
Bay  what  I  should  not  say;  but  I  shall  not 
have  spoken  in  vain  if  I  aecnre  for  the  pending 
measure  of  t«conclUation  tbe  attention  of  the 
Senate  i  ay,  sir,  and  tha  attention  of  the  coan- 
tty.  I  am  anxious  that  no  opportunity  shoBid 
pass  without  appealii^  for  ttUtatteolioa,  SmI- 
ing  Ihat  only  through  the  |)eadiDgmeasni«  can 
tbat  reconciliation  be  obtained  which  all  deiire. 

Mow,  sir,  1  do  not  wish  to  protract  this  dis- 
cussion. I  beg  yon  to  believe  that  I  have  SMd 
no  word  with  any  purpose  of  delay,  bat  only 
to  present  what  seems  to  me  a  transcendent 
question,  a  question  to  be  approached  seriously 
and  never  with  levity. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDINQ  OFFICER.  Th«7  have 
been  ordered,  and  (he  call  can  only  be  with- 
drawn by  uoaniinous  consent.  Is  there  ottje«- 
lion? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  object. 

The  PRBSIDINO  OFFICER.  Olyectioii 
ii  made.    The  question  is  on  Uw  ameodmenl 
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of  tbe  Senator  from  MassachaseUg^  upon  which 
the  yeas  aDd  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (when  bis  name  was  called) 
said :  I  am  paired  with  the  Senator  irom  Ken* 
lucky,  [Mr.  Davis.] 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Which  way  would  the 
Senator  vote,  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
Yote  ?    rLauffhter.  1 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  should  vote"  nay. »»  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr..  MORTON.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  vote  the  same  way.    [Laughter.] 

Tbe  call  of  tbe  roll  having  been  conciuded, 
the  result. was  announced — yeas  4,  nays  41 ; 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrf .  Eice.  Spencer.  Sumner,  and  Tip- 
ton—4. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames.  Anthonv,  Blair.  Bor^maii) 
Caldwell.  Cnrpester,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Gol'e,  Conk- 
lins,  Corbett.  Davis  of  West  Vireinia,  Edmunds, 
Ferry  of  Micbigan.  Flanagan.  Frelincfanysen,  Gil- 
bert, HiimPton  of  T««za8.  Hamlin.  H^Il,  Hitchoock, 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrfll  of 
VormoDU  Morton.  Norwood,  Nye,  Osborn,  Pntter- 
soD,  Ramsey.  Saulsbury,  Sawyer.  Soott.  Sberman, 
Sprnruo,  StOTenson,  Stockton,  Tbutman,  Wilson, 
and  Wriffht— 41. 

AB;S£N'X  — Messrs.  Aleom,  Bayard,  Brownlow. 
Backlngbnm,  Camerop.  Casserly.  Coooer,  Gragin, 
Davis  of  Kentooky.  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecticnt, 
Ooldtbwoita,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Harlaa,  Howe, 
Kellogg,  Lewis,  Logan,  romeroy.PopU  Pratt.  Rob- 
ertson. Scuurs.  Suwart.  TrumbuU,  Vickers.  West, 
attd  Windom— 28. 

So  tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 
^  The  PKESipiNG  OFFICER.    Tbe  ques- 
tion now  recurs  on  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  TIPTON".  On  that  question  I  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were^  ordered. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  ampaired  with  tbe  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UAr^s.l  If  he  were  here 
he  would  vote  against  the  resolution ,  and  I 
.should  vote  for  it. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  36,  tiays  12;  as  follows: 

YBAS— Messrs Jkm«f.  Anthony,  Bereman..  €Ald- 
welU  Carpenter,  Chandjler,  Clayton.  Cole. Conkling, 
Ck>rbett.  Gragin.  Edmunds,  Ferry  ofMichigan,  Flan- 
agao.  'Frelinghnysea,  (iUbert,  HftmUtoD  of  Texas, 
Uamlin,  Hitobooek.  EeUogg.  Morrill  of  Maine. 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Norwood,  Nye.  Osborn, 
Patterson.  Ramsey.  Rice,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Scott, 
gneneeT.  West,  Wilaoo,  and  Wright-^. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Blair.  Davis  of  West  Virginia. 
Johnston,  Kelly.  Saulsoury,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
StevenAon,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Thnrman.  and  Tip- 
ton— 12. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Aloono^,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Buckinebam.  Cameron,  Casserly,  Cooper,  Dayis  of 
K-entocKT,  Fenton,  Perry  of  Connecticut,  Gold- 
thwaite.  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Uartcn,  Hill,  Howe, 
Lewix,  Logan.  Pomer<^y.  Pool.  V^tt*  Bchvn,  Stew- 
art, Trumbull,  Vickers,  and  Windom— 25. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

ADJOVKKMBNT  TO  nONDAT. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  that  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjoarn  to  day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVB  BR8SI0N. 

Hr.  CONKLING.  At  the  requiest  of  two 
or  three  Senators  who  want  a  very  abort  exec- 
utive session,  I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  esecutive  businesfl, 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to*  and  tbe  doom 
were  clqsed  for  the  consideration  of  executive 
business.  After  five  minutes  spent  in  exec- 
utive session  the  doora  were  reopened,  and 
(at  five  o'clock  and  fifteen  minu^tes  p.  m.)  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripat,  January  26,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiluax  A«  PABaoNS,  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia* 

The  Journsd  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved, 

COMMITTBB  OF  WATS  AKD  MIANS. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  to  ask  for  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  the  privilege  of 
sitting  during  the  sessions  of  the  House. 


The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
that  leave  will  be  granted  to  the  committee. 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

HMXTBR  T8.  M'iMVtRB. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  following  resolution 
comes  over  as  unfinished  business.  It  was 
reported  last  evening  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  by  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin, 
[Mr.  Hazleton:] 

Retolved,  That  Virgil  Hillyer  be  paid  out  of  the 
House  eontlnirent  fund  the  sum  of  f375  87,  in  full  fbr 
expeBSas  incurred  In  tho  •eonteetad-eleeUon  ease  of 
BUl^er.  c««  Melntyre. 

Mr.  COX.  1  made  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  that  resolution.  I  have  since  taken  the 
opportunity  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  snid  I 
think  it  should  pass.  I  therefore  withdraw  my 
obiection. 

The  resolution  was  a^eed  to. 

^r.  COX  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  tbe  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  tbe  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PATUBNT  OF  DUPLICATB  CHICKS. 

Mr.  BECK.  In  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  I  ask  that  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1061)  to  authorize  the  payment  of  dupli- 
cate checks  to  disbursing  officers,  which  nas 
been  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  and 
those  amendments  concurred  in. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill  were  taken  up 
and  read,  as  follows : 

Pase  1,  line  four,  after  the  word  "obeoks/'  insert 
**  and  within  three  years  of  such  date." 

Strike  out  all  of  leotion  two,  and  insert  in  lien 
thereof  the  fbllowinsr :' 

Sec.  2.  In  ease  the  ditbarsinc  officer  or  af  ent  by 
whom  such  lost,  destroyed,  or  stolen  original  eheok 
was  issued  be  dead,  or  no  longer  in  the  lervieo  of 
the  Governmeat,  it  shall  be  the  duty  6f  the  proper 
Recounting  officer,  nader  each  regulations  as  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  presoritM,  to  state 
an  account  in  fkyor  of  toe  owner  of  such  original 
eheck  for  the  amount  thereof,  and  to  charge  sueh 
amount  to  the  account  of  such  officer  or  agent. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  that  the  amendments 
be  concurred  in.  The  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  thinks  this  amendment  to  the  second 
section  better  than  the  original  section,  and  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  think  so,  too. 

Tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  BECK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the«mendments  were  concurred  in ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  tbe  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIAtlON  BILL. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  reported  a  hill  (H.  R.  No. 
1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  fulfilling  so-called  treaty  stipulations 
with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  endinff 
June  80,  1873,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  Weanesday  next,  and 
from  day  to  day  thereafter  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  desire  to  reserve  all 
points  of  order  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  SARGENT  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  bv  which  the  bill  was  referred  and  made  a 
special  order ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INFIBHART  AT  SATANNAn,  GEORGIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennes- 
see, by  unanimous  consent,  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen's  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
054)  to  appropriate  money  to  tne  Georgia 
infirmary,  in  the  eitv  of  Savannah,  in  uie 
State  of  Georgia}  and  the  same  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


IMPBOTXMBNTOf  THB  MONONGAHBLA  RIYBB. 

Mr.  McGREW,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted  : 

Bfohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he,  and  he  is 
hereby,  reoueeted  at  hisearlieet  oonTeaienoe  to  fur- 
nish tbi«  House  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Major 
Morrell  of  tho  surrey  made  under  his  charse  of  the 
Monongahela  rirer.  from  New  (Geneva,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  Morfrantown.  in  West  Yirgioia,  as  author- 
ised and  provided  for  by  the  thirdsection  of  the  act 
of  CoDgress  approved  March  3, 1871. 

RAILROAD  BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  desire  unanimous  con- 
sent to  introduce  a  bill  and  have  it  referred  at 
this  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  anv  reason  why 
the  bill  cannot  be  introduced  on  Monday  next 
under  the  regular  call? 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  There  are  reasons  why  I 
would  prefer  to  have  it  done  to-day. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1193)  authorizing  tbe  construction  of  a 
railroad  bridge  across  tbe  Ohio  river  at 
or  near  Evansville,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
was  introduced,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDBR  OV  BtTSINBSS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  morning  hour  wilt  now  begin  at 
fifteen  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock.  This  being 
Friday,  the  first  business  in  order  is  the  call 
of  committees  for  reports  of  a  private  nature. 

JOHN  SETS. 

Mr.  WILLARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1194)  directing  the  proper  officer  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  credit  and  allow  JohnSeys, 
of^Ohio,  the  sum  therein  mentioned;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  tipon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  readfa  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  proper 
accounting  officers  in  the  Treasury  Department 
to  credit  and  allow  to  John  Seys,  of  Ohio,  form  • 
erly  minister  resident  and  consul  general  of 
tbe  United  States  at  Liberia,  in  tbe  final  adjust- 
ment and  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  such 
minister,  the  sum  of  $1,101  64,  the  amount 
of  his  sala^  as  minister  for  the  period  of 
one  hundred  and  six  days  occupied  by  him  in 
coming  to  the  United  States  and  returning  to 
Liberia  in  1868. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Is  there  a  report  accom* 
panying  this  bill? 

Mr.  WILLARD.  There  is ;  let  the  report 
be  read. 

The  report  was  read.  It  states  that  on  the 
15th  of  November.  1867,  Mr.  Seys  was  p^raoted 
leave  of  absence  nrom  bis  post  as  minister  at 
Liberia  for  six  months.  At  that  time  there 
was  no  provision  of  law  prohibiting  payment 
of  salaries  daring  mbseaees  on  leave.  On 
the  15th  day  of  January,  1868,  Mr.  Seys,  in 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  granting  him  bis  leave  of 
absence,  states  that  he  should  not  probably 
avail  himself  of  it  until  June.  The  corre- 
spondence shows  that  Mr.  Seys  left  Liberia 
about  tbe  middle  of  May,  and  was  absent  until 
the  15th  of  the  following  December.  On  bis 
arrival  in  the  United  States  in  July,  be  was 
informed  of  the  provision  in  the  consular  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  approved  March 
30,  1868,  prohibiting  tbe  payment  of  salaries 
to  ministers  or  consuls  during  absence  from 
their  posts  for  more  than  sixty  days  in  anj 
one  year.  In  the  partial  adjustment  of  his 
accounts,  Mr.  Seys  has  been  allowed  salary  for 
only  sixty  days,  between  the  date  of  his  leav- 
ing Liberia  and  his  return  to  his  post  The 
salary  of  the  minister  at  Liberia  is  $4,000 
annually.  In  tbe  consular  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  approved  March  8,  1869, 
the  section  in  the  law  above  referred  to,  re- 
specting payments  of  salaries  daring  absences 
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from  po6ts  of  doty,  wafl  repealed,  and  it  iras 
enacted —  ^ 


*'  That  nd  diplomatto  or  oonsalftr  officer  8b»H 
ceive  salary  for  the  time  durine  which  bo  may  be 
absent  from  bU  post  (b^  leave  or  otherwise)  beyoud 
the  term  of  sixty  days  \n  any  one  year :  Provided, 
That  the  timeeqnal  to  that  usually  occupied  in  firoing 
to  and  from  tbe  United  States,  in  ease  of  return,  or 
leave,  of  such  diplomatic  or  consular  officer,  to  the 
United  States,  may  be  allowed  in  addition  to  sata 
sixty  days." 

Inasmnch  as  Mr.  Seys  waa  not  aware  of  the 
law  passed  in  March,  1868,  until  his  arrival  in 
this  country,  in  July  subsequently,  but  his  leave 
of  absence  was  granted  to  him  prior  to  the 
pasaaee  of  that  law,  it  is  unjust  to  apply  to  his 
case  the  provisions  of  that  law.  It  seems  not 
only  equitable  but  just  to  deal  with  him  as 
liberally  as  ts  provided  by  the  law  of  Mairch 
8,  1869,  and  allow  his  salary  fbr  the  time  occu- 
pied by  him  in  coming  to  the  United  States 
and  retaming  to  his  post,  a  period  of  one  hun- 
dred and  six  days,  amounting  to  $1,161  64. 
It  appears  byaletterfrom  the  Fifth  Auditorof 
the  Treasury  that  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Seys,  so 
far  as  adjusted,  show  a  balance  due  from  him 
to  tbe  United  States.  The  committee  recom- 
mend tbe  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  This  is  probably  an  equit* 
able  claim,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  read- 
ing of  the  report.  My  object  in  calling  for 
the  reading  of  that  report  is  accomplislied,  as 
otherwise  this  mode  of  paying  our  ministers 
abroad  during  an  extended  absence  might  ran 
into  an  abuse  if  the  reasons  in  each  particn* 
lar  case  were  not  given.  I  have  no  objection 
to  make  to  this  biTl. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  [  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
aecordinely  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr,  WlLLARD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
▼ote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed :  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  rcconsiaer  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MBLISSA   RANKIN, 

Mr.  WAKEMAN,  front  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1195)  graaiini^  a  pension  to  Melissa  Rankin, 
mother  of  Oliver  S*  Rankin ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior 
to  plaoe  on  the  pension- roll,  subject  to  the  pro* 
visions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws,  the 
name  of  Melissa  Rankin,  mother  of  Oliver  S. 
Rankin,  who  waa  execoted  as  a  spy  by  the  rebel 
authorities,  tbe  pension  to  take  etfoct  from  the 
passage  of  this  act* 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr*  WAELEMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MR6.  JAinr  DULANfir. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN  also,  ft-om  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  J(H.  R.  No. 

1196)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Jane  Dulaney ; 
whicn  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  directs  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  upon  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  Jane  Dulaney,  widow  of  the  late 
Colonel  William  Dulaney,  a  retired  officer  in 
the  United  States  Marine  corps:  the  pension 
to  take  efibct  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  timci  and  passed. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsldor  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CAPTAIN  QBNRY  M.  800TT. 

Mr.  PBCE,  from  Ae  Connnitteo  on  Intalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  (II*  R.  No.  1197) 


granting  a  pension  to  Captain  Henry  M.  Seott ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  upon  tbe  pension-roll,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  la^jh 
the  name  of  Henry  M.  Scott,  late  a  captain  in 
company  A,  seventeenth  regiment  Indiana  vol- 
unteers, the  pension  to  t^e  effect  from  the 
I  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PECK  moved  to  reconsider  tbe  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ANN  nUNTBR. 

Mr.  PECK  also,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1198)  grantine  a  pension  to  Ann  Hunter ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  upon  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  Ann  Hunter,  foster  mother  of 
Mitchell  Hunter,  late  a  private  in  the  sixth 
Maine  volunteers,  and  to  pay  her  a  pension 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  oraered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  beingengrossed,itwas 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PECK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed  *,  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

KLIZABBTH  BATBN8CB0FT. 

Mr.  PECK  also,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a 
pension  to  Elizabeth  Ravenscrofl ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  upon  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  Elizabeth  Ravenscroft,  widow  of 
John  Ravenscroft,  who  was  second  mate  of 
the  steamer  E.  H.  Fairchild,  of  the  Missis- 
sippi marine  brigade,  the  pension  to  take  effect 
from  the  passage  of  this  act 

Mr.  KERR.  I  think  if  the  committee  will 
examine  this  matter  further  they  will  find  that 
this  bill  is  already  a  law,  having  been  enacted 
during  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  PECK.  The  bill  was  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  in  the  last  Congress,  bat  they  had 
no  time  to  report  it. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if 
it  is  not  the  law  now.  I  have  sent  for  the  acts 
of  last  Congress  to  settle  the  matter. 

Mr.  PECK.  It  passed  this  Honse  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  bat  did  not  pass  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  will  send  th«  law  to  the 
Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  to  have  it  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

March  3, 1871. 

JSe  it  encuUd  kyj^9  §^^^  ^^^'^  Bofue  qf  RmutMl- 
attvet  q/*  thfi  United  StaU§  <kf  America  in  OtMiffrtM 
a$»anhl€d.  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  be,  and 
if  hereby,  authorized  and  dfrtfoted  to  place  on  the 
pension*roU,  subject  to  the  orovisiops  and  limita- 
tions of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  Elisabeth 
Ravenscroft^  widow  of  John  Ravenscroft,  late  a  sec- 
ond master  m  the  Mississippi  marine  brigade,  and 
paf  her  a  pension  from  ana  after  the  pasaace  of  this 
act  during  her  widowhood. 

Mr.  PECK.    That  is  a  very  strong  case. 
Mr.  KERR.    X  introduced  the  bill  during 
the  last  Congress. 
Mr.  PECK.    I  withdraw  the  bill  and  papers. 

MABQARBT  GANNON. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of  Marearet 
Gannon,  widow  of  Thomas  Gannon ;  ana  the 
same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

OUARLOTTB  OBANX. 

Mr.  BIRD,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
I  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  Ko.  1199) 


granting  a  pension  to  Charlotte  Crane ;  vhick 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place 
upon  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the  provitums 
and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws,  the  name 
of  Charlotte  Crane,  widow  of  the  late  Ichabod 
B.  Crane,  colonel  of  the  first  r^ment  of 
artillery  of  the  Armr  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  rate  of  forty  dollars  per  month  from  the 
4th  of  March,  1868. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  beinjs  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BIRD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed :  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BIT.  WILLIAM  H.  B0GBR8. 

Mr.  BIRD,  from  the  same  committee,  alio 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1200)  granting  a 
pension  to  Rev.  William  H.  Rogers ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  anthorizet  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place 
upon  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the  pro- 
▼istOBs  ana  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  Rev.  William  H.  Rogers,  late 
a  chaplain  in  the  fifth  Tennessee  volunteer 
infantry  an  the  war  with  Mexico,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  to  take  eflTect  from 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Tne  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordiuffly  read  the  third  time,  and  p^sed. 

Mr.  BIRD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SARAH  BTANS. 

Mr.  BIRD.  Tbe  committee  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biU  for 
the  relief  of  Sarah  Evansi  which  has  come  to 
the  House  and  lies  opon  the  Speaker's  table. 
A  bill  for  her  relief  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  If  it  be  in  order,  I 
ask,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  that  bill  be 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  890)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Evaai 
was  taken  from  the^  Speaker's  table,  and  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

The  qnestion  was  npon  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorises  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place 
upon  the  pension*roll,  sabject  to  the  provis- 
ions and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws,  the 
name  of  Sarah  Evans,  mother  of  L.  Q.  Evans, 
late  sergeant  company  E,  seTenty-firat  United 
States  infantry,  and  pay  her  a  pension  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  to  continue  daring  life. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  BIRD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADTBBSB  BBPOBTS. 

Mr.  BIRD,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  adverse  reports  in  the  following  cases ; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table : 

The  petition  of  Ida  Richards,  of  Indiana; 

The  petition  of  Andrew  Diss,  of  Ohio ; 

The  petition  of  Rossel  Smith,  of  Farmiog- 
ton.  Iowa:  and 

The  petition  of  Marmadake  F.  Smith,  late 
captain  company  A,  eighty-first  Illinois  volon* 
teers,  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 

QBOBOB  W.  WHITB. 

Mr.  BIRD,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No,  264)  grMiting 
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a  pension  to  Georges  W.  White,  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  not  pass. 
The  bill  wai  laid  on  the  table. 

ADAH  CORRBLL. 

Ur.  MANSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1202)  granting  a 
pension  to  Adam  Gorrell ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  place  upon  the  pen- 
sion-roll, subject  to  the  provisions  and  limit- 
ations of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  Adam 
Correll,  of  Galia  county,  Ohio,  at  the  rate  of 
eight  dollars  per  month,  to  take  effect  from  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1871. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  andbein^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Some  time  subsequently, 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  bill  which  passed  a 
few  minutes  ago  granting  a  pension  to  Adam 
Correll.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Crobsland]  is  prepared  to  make  a  statement 
about  this  case.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
a  reconsideration  ? 

Mr.  GROSSLAND.  I  desire  to  make  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  character  of  Adam 
Correll.  He  is  a  robber  and  a  thief.  He  did 
bang  about  the  wing  of  the  Federal  army  white 
it  was  encamped  in  Kentucky  for  a  while,  but 
he  was  regarded  by  the  Union  soldiers  and 
Union  men  aa  simply  a  robber,  cut-throat, 
and  thief.  He  has  now  sent  his  application 
from  somewhere  in  Ohio,  and  it  nas  been 
reported  by  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  was  reported  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Makson,] 
and  the  Chair  believes  that  he  accompanied  it 
with  the  usual  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  lay  that 
motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  made  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, because  we  are  rather  hurrying  bills 
through  here,  and  there  seem  to  be  members 
of  the  House  who  object  to  the  passage  of  this 

hm. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  by 
the  Clerk  that  there  is  no  record  that  a  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  this  bill  was 
passed  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  motion  of 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  will 
therefore  be  entertained. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move,  then,  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed  be  reconsidered,  and 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee. 
I  do  not  desire  to  do  injustice  to  any  one. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed,  and  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted ;  and 
alsQ  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MART  JANE  STONE. 

Mr.  MANSON  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1208)  granting  a 
pension  to  Mary  Jane  Stone,  widow  of  William 
J.  Stone ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Int^or  to  place  upon  the  pension- 
roll,  subjeot  to  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  the  pension  laws^  the  name  of  Mary  Jane 
Stone^  widow  of  William  J.  Stone,  late  a  sec* 
ond  lieutenant  in  company  C,  thirty-seventh 
regiment  Kentucky  infantry  volunteers,  to  take 
eObct  from  the  passage  of  this  act 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  beinfc  engrossed,  it  was 
acoordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MANSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  whioh  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
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that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  kud  on  the 
table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  PARK3. 

Mr.  MANSON  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  adversely  on  the  memorial 
raying  Congress  to  grant  a  pension  to  William 
arks,  and  Uie  same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

MARTHA  BLWKLL. 

Mr.  McJUNKIN,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back,  with  the  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass,  the  bill  fH.  R.  No.  1079)  granting  a 
pension  to  Martha  El  well. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  whioh  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  plac^B  upon  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  Martha 
Elwell,  the  dependent  widowed  mother  of 
Newell  Elwell,  a  private  in  the  late  war  of  the 
rebellion. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  McJUNKIN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion*  was  agreed  to. 

MARTHA  DBBBROW. 

Mr.  McJUNKIN  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1204)  granting 
a  pension  to  Martha  Desbrow ;  which  was  read 
a  nrst  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  place  upon  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  Martha  Des- 
brow, widow  of  Erastus  Desbrow,  deceased,  a 
private  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  that 
the  pension  shall  be  paid  from  and  after  the 
1st  aay  of  January,  1870. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Is  there  a  report  in  this 
case? 

Mr.  McJUNKIN.    There  is. 

The  report  was  read.  It  appears  that  Eras- 
tus Desbrow  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
received  a  severe  wound,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  granted  a  pension  in  1816,  and 
received  and  drew  the  same  until  1826,  the 
year  of  his  death.  At  his  death  in  1826  he 
left  a  widow,  Mary  Desbrow,  who  has  since 
remarried,  and  is  now  again  a  widow.  She  is 
seventy -two  years  of  age,  and  is  poor  and  in 
needy  circumstances.     In  1870  she  made  ap- 

glication  to  the  Pension  Bureau  for  a  pension, 
ut  failed  to  obtain  it  for  the  reason  that  the 
physician  who  had  attended  her  husband  in 
nis  last  sickness  had  since  died,  and  she  was 
in  consequence  unable  to  give  his  testimony, 
which  the  Commissioner  ofFensions  required, 
that  her  husband's  death  was  caused  by  a 
wound  received  in  battle.  The  committee 
state  that  she  has  furnished  satisfactory  proof 
that  her  husband  died  of  a  wound  received 
in  I)attle  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  and  in  the  line  of  his  dutjr. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Some  bills  of  a  similar 
nature  with  this  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and 
War  of  1812,  and  as  this  is  a  pension  for 
the  widow  of  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  properly  belonged 
to  that  committee. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  and  War  of  1812.     # 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JAMKS  IIOOAN. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
^205)  to  increase  the  pension  paid  to  James 


Hogan,  of  Batavia,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  increase  the  pension* 
now  allowed  and  paid  to  James  Hogan,  of 
Batavia,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the 
rate  of  fifteen  dollars  a  month  to  the  rate  of 
twenty  dollars  a  month,  and  to  pay  the  pen- 
sion hereafter  at  the  latter  rate,  such  increase 
to  commence  from  December  4,  1871. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  *,  and  bein^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

Mr.  WAKEMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  tl^e  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TIMOTHY  PAIGB. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1206)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Timothy  Paige,  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  place  on  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  Timothy 
Paige,  tne  fiither  of  Wilkinson  W.  Paige,  late 
captam  in  company  M,  tenth  regiment  New 
York  cavalry  volunteers,  to  take  effect  from  the 
passage  of  the  act. 

'  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time*  and  passed. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed :  ^nd  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsiaer  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

.  PETITIONS  FOR  PSNSI0N8. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  that  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  following  petitions, 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of 
1812: 

The  petition  of  Herman  J.  Ely,  for  a  pen- 
sion; 

The  petition  of  sundry  citisens  of  Batavia, 
New  York,  to  amend  the  pension  laws  of  1871, 
by  granting  pensions  to  persons  serving  less 
than  sixty  days ;  and 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Virginia, 
praying  that  a  pension  may  be  granted  to  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  S.  CORLETT. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1207) 
granting  a  pension  to  John  S.  Corlett;  which 
was  reaa  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  place  on  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  limitations  and  provisions 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  John  S.  Cor- 
lett, late  a  teamster  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  pay  him  the  pension  of  a 
private  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act : 
and  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  tne  benefits  oi 
the  laws  now  in  force  relative  to  furnishing 
artificial  limbs,  or  commutation  therefor,  to 
disabled  soldiers  of  his  class. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  that  the 
report  in  this  case  be  read. 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  FARN8W0RTH.  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire what  has  been  the  practice  of  Congress 
heretofore,  whether  it  has  been  to  grant  pen- 
sions in  cases  of  this  kind  ?  This  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  ordinary  case  of  a  man  driving  a  team 
and  being  accidentally  injured.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand that  the  mules  which  this  man  was 
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of  this  House,  that  this  case  recently  came  to 
us  from  the  Pension  Bureau.  The  reason  why 
this  soldier  was  not  granted  a  pension  is  this : 
he  was  furlougbed  from  general  hospital.  The 
records  of  the  War  Department  and  Surgeon 
General's  department  show  that  he  was  fur- 
loughed,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  a 
sick  farlough.  They  are  strictly  bound  by 
the  records  of  the  War  Department.  This 
soldier  was  wounded  while  on  picket  duty  at 
Chattanooga,  and  was  transferred  to  general 
hospital  in  Indiana,  and  while  convalescing 
was  permitted  to  go  home  on  furlough.  While 
on  his  way  with  other  soldiers  an  accident 
happened  to  the  train,  and  a  number  of  persons 
were  seriously  injured.  This  soldier  was  on 
the  train.  The  Pension  Bureau  regard  his  case 
as  one  of  great  merit.  There  is  not  a  question 
of  doubt  in  reference  to  the  eqaitable  character 
of  the  claim,  but  this  simple  technicality  estops 
the  Pension  Bureau  from  granting  the  pension, 
and  hence  the  party  comes  here  for  relief. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and,  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATHAN  MORGAN. 

Mr.  MOORE  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1211)  granting 
a  pension  to  Nathan  Morgan ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  Nathan  Mor|[an,  late  a  private 
in  company  I,  of  the  fortieth  regiment  Iowa 
volunteer  infantry,  to  take  effect  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADYKRSB  RKPORTS. 

Mr.  MOORE  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  adversely  on  the  papers  in  the 
following  cases,  and  the  same  were  severally 
laid  on  the  table : 

Papers  in  the  case  of  Sarah  Craig,  of  Har- 
rison county,  Kentucky,  widow  of  Edward 
Craig,  private  company  F,  one  hundred  and 
twenty- fourth  regiment  United  States  colored 
troops;  and 

Papers  in  the  case  of  James  Carroll,  pilot 
of  the  boat  Sallie  Wood. 

FRANGBSK.  LOUCKS. 

Mr.  MOORE  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  adversely  on  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Frances  E.  Loucks,  widow  of  Charles 
6.  Loucks,  private  company  A,  eleventh  regi- 
ment Indiana  volunteers. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Coburn.] 

The  SPEAEjBR.  In  reference  to  the  case 
just  reported  ? 

Mr.  MOORE.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  desire  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  increase  of  the  pension  of 
Frances  E.  Loucks. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  pre- 
cisely understand  in  what  form  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Cobitrn]  would  put  his 
motion. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  move  that  bill  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  report  of  the  committee.  The 
applicant  is  the  widow  of  Charles  G.  Loucks. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  doubts  the 
gentleman's  ability  to  do  that  under  the  rule. 
The  Chair  would  suggest  that  the  proper  course 
to  take,  under  parliamentary  law,  would  be  to 
move  a  recommittal  of  the  report,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  COBURN.    I  make  that  motion. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
the  report  was  recommitted,  with  instructions 
to  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  to  provide 
for  an  increase  of  pension  to  Frances  E. 
Loucks. 

V.  B.  TBIOKBT. 

Mr.  MANSON.  from  the  same  committee, 
rej^orted  adversely  on  the  petition  of  F.  B. 
Trickey,  of  Maine,  for  a  pension ;  and  the 
same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ORDBR  OV  BUSINB8S. 

No  further  reports  being  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  the  Committees 
on  Rfulways  and  Canals,  on  Mines  and  Min- 
ing, and  on  Freedmen's  Affairs  were  severally 
called,  but  no  reports  were  presented  by  those 
committees. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  appro- 
priation bill. 

Pending  that  motion, 

XNBOLLBD  BILL  8I0NKD. 

Mr.  BIRD,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  exam- 
ined and  found  duly  enrolled  a  bill  of  the 
following  title ;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the 
same: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  524)  to  correct  a  clerical  error 
committed  in  the  enrollment  of  an  act  approved 
March  7,  187(>,  entitled  **An  act  to  relieve  cer- 
tain persons  therein  named  from  the  legal  and 
political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes.*' 

RB0BIPT8  AND  BXPBNDITURBS,  KTG. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  transmitting  his 
adjusted  quarterly  accounts  of  the  general  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  United  States 
for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1869  and 
the  6rst  and  second  quarters  of  1870,  being 
for  the  fiscal  year  endine  June  80,  1870; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

80B8I8TBN0E  OV  SIOUX  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  esti- 
mates of  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  sub- 
sisting and  clothing  the  Teton  and  other 
bands  of  Sioux  Indians  near  Fort  Peck,  in 
Montana ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

DBPRKDATIONS  BY  OSAGB  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  sundry  claims 
for  depredations  committed  by  the  Osage  In- 
dians ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RAILROAD  FROM  CHICAGO  TO  MOBILB. 

Mr.  CREBS,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  city  council  otthe 
city  of  Cairo,  praying  that  the  aims  and  pur- 
poses of  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  section 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  September  20,  1850, 
granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant 
of  lands  toUie  States  of  Illinois,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  to  aid  in  building  a  railroad  from 
Chicago  to  Mobile,  may  be  enforced  or  carried 
out  in  good  &ith ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  the  Globe. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

State  or  Illivois. 

OowUy  cj  Alexander^  €Ui^of  Cairo^  §§: 

I,  M.  J.  Howley,  city  olerk  within  and  for  the  city 
in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  oer> 
tify  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  eity  council  of  said  city, 
held  at  the  oounoil  chamber,  on  Tuesday,  the  16rh 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1872.  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  namely: 

'*  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  approved  September  20,  A.  D.  1850,  entitled 


*An  act  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
rrant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Illinois,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Chicag'o  to  Mobile.'  certain  lands  were  granted 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and 
building  a  railroad  from  a  point  at  or  near  the 
month  of  the  Ohio  river  to  the  city  of  Chicago  and 
to  Dubuque,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  with  a  condition 
inserted  in  said  act  that  if  said  railroad  shall  not 
be  completed  within  ten  years  the  said  State  of  Illi- 
nois  shall  be  bound  to  pay  to  the  United  States  the 
amount  which  may  be  received  upon  the  sale  of  any 
part  of  said  lands  by  said  State;  and  the  title  to  the 
residue  (not  sold)  of  said  lands  shall  reiuTest  in  the 
United  States ;  and  whereas  it  was  further  enacted 
by  section  seven  of  said  act  '  that  in  order  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  said  Central  railroad  from  the 
mouth  oAhe  Ohio  river  to  the  city  of  Mobile  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  liabilities  hereinbefore  con- 
ferred on  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  be  granted  to  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  respectively,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road  from  said  city  of  Mobile  to  a  point  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  same  extent  in  proportion 
to  the  length  of  the  road,  on  the  same  terms,  limit- 
ations, and  restrictions  in  every  respect,  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby,  granted  to  said  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  respectively;  and  whereas,  although  that 
portion  of  said  Chicago  and  Mobile  railroad  within 
the  State  of  Illinois  was  completed  within  six  years 
after  the  passage  of  said  act,  and  has  been  since  and 
is  now  maintained  and  operated,  and  a  large  part  of 
said  road  between  the  Ohio  river  and  Mobile  has 
also  been  completed  and  is  now  operated,  but  a  por- 
tion south  of  the  Ohio  river  for  twenty  miles  or  more 
has  never  been  constructed,  and  the  road,  therefore, 
from  Chicago  to  Mobile  has  never  been  completed, 
and  the  purposes  of  said  act  of  Congress  therefore 
never  answered,  and  its  conditions  never  complied 
with:  Therefore. 

**BeU  rfolved  bp  the  OUy  Oomncil  of  the  eUy  cf  Cairo  ^ 
That  our  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress 
be  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  have  the 
aims  and  purposes  of  said  act  ofCongress  carried  oat 
at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

**Be»olved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  city  council  be, 
and  they  hereby  are.  presented  to  Hon.  John  A. 
Logan  for  the  interest  already  manifested  by  him 
in  bis  public  position  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions. 

**Jie9olbed,  That  copies  of  the  said  preamble  and 
resolutions,  certified  under  the  seal  of  tha.eity,  and 
attested  by  the  siniatures  of  the  mayor  and  city 
clerk,  be  forwarded  to  our  Representative  and  Sen- 
ators in  Congress." 

In  testimony  whereof  the  mayor  and  city  olerk 

of  said  city  have  hereto  set  their  hands,  and 

[l.  s.]    caused  the  seal  of  said  city  to  be  affixed  at 

the  clerk's  office  in  Cairo,  this  19th  day  of 

January,  A.  D.  1872. 

JOHN  M.  LANSDBK.  Masfor, 
M.  J.  HOWLEY,  OUv  Clerk. 

CLAIM  OF  J08BPH  POWKLL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wis- 
consin, the  Committee  of  Elections  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  a  res- 
olution referred  to  them  touching  the  payment 
of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Powell  foi  expenses 
incurred  in  a  contested-election  case  to  which 
he  was  a  party  in  the  Fortieth  Congress,  and 
the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
was  referred ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPKB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAFFE,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  wiUidrawal 
from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Captain  Qeoi^e  Truerst. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan, 
by  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  for 
the  withdrawal  from  the  files  of  the  House  of 
the  petition  and  papers  of  Timothy  Baker. 

LBGISLATITB,  BTC,  APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Qarfield,  of  Ohio,  was 
then  agreed  to  ;  and  the  House  accordingly  re 
solved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole , 
(Mr.  Wheeler  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  House  bill  No.  1060,  making 
appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Governmeut  for 
the  year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill 
where  it  was  suspended  yesterday,  and  con- 
tinued it  until  the  following  paragraph  was 
read  : 

For  contingent  expenses,  namely,  office  rtt*  re* 
pairs,  and  miscellaneous  items,  $5,000. 
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Mr.  G  A  RFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  move 
%o  amend  that  paragraph  by  striking  out 
''$5,000,''  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
"$6,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

To  pay  Judff menta  of  the  Court  of  CUima,  $400,000. 

* 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  to  amend  that  para- 
graph by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso  : 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  sum  shall  be  paid 
npOQ  any  Jadgment  rendered  in  favor  of  Qeorge 
Chorpenning,  growing  out  of  any  servicer  rendered 
for  carrying  the  mails. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     There  is  no 
obiection  to  that  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  paragraph  was  read : 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
Jostioe,  namely:  fuel,  labor,  stationery,  and  miscel- 
laneous items,  $15.000 ;  for  rent  of  building,  $10,000; 
for  furniture  and  law-books,  $6,000. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  In  line  thirteen 
hundred  and  seventeen,  in  that  paragraph,  I 
move  to  strike  out  **  ten,"  and  insert  "fifteen  ;" 
so  that  the  clause  will  read,  *^  for  rent  of 
building,  $16,000."  The  Committee  find  that 
that  is  the  actual  rent. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  as  an  additional 
paragraph  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  : 

United  States  and  British  Claims  Commission : 
For  compensation  and  expenses  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Claims  Commission,  $13,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  move  to  amend  this  bill 
by  inserting  before  section  two  what.  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sic.  2.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  nominate,  and, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appoint  a  board  of  commissioners,  to  be  designated 
as  commissioners  of  claims,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners, who  shall  be  commissioned  for  two  years, 
and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive,  examine,  ana 
consider  the  justice  and  validity  of  such  claims  as 
accrued  in  those  States  that  were  not  proclaimed 
as  in  insurrection  to  the  United  States  as  shall  be 
brought  before  them  by  oitixens  who  resided  therein, 
for  stores  or  supplies  taken  or  furnished,  or  for  prop- 
erty used,  damaged,  or  destroyed  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  including  the  use, 
loss,  damage,  or  destruction  of  vessels  or  boats  while 
employed  In  or  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States.  And  the  said  commis- 
sionersin  considering  said  claims  shall  be  satisfied, 
from  the  testimony  ot  witnesses  under  oath,  or  from 
othersufficient  evidence  which  shall  accompany  each 
claim,  taken  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
commissioners  may  adopt,  of  the  quantity,  quality, 
and  value  of  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  taken, 
furnished,  used,  damaged,  oruestroyed.  and  the  time, 
place,  and  material  circumstances  of  the  taking,  fur- 
nishing, using,  damaging,  or  destroying  of  the  same. 
And  upon  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  justice  and 
validity  of  un;r  claim,  the  commissioners  shall  report 
their  opinion  m  writing  in  each  case,  and  shall  cer- 
tify the  nature,  amount,  and  value  of  the  property 
taken,  furnished,  used,  damaged,  or  destroyed,  as 
aforesaid.  And  each  claim  which  shall  be  consid- 
ered, and  rejected  as  unjust  and  invalid,  shall  like- 
wise be  reported,  with  the  reasons  therefor;  and  no 
claimant  snail  withdraw  any  material  evidence  sub- 
mitted in  support  of  any  claim. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  commissioners  shall  each  take 
oath  of  office  provided  by  law 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  (intermpting 
the  reading. )  I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
this  is  new  legislation,  and  therefore  out  of 
order  on  an  appropriation  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  ask  a  few  moments  to 
explain  my  amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  gentleman  making  an  explanatioo. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  At  the  last  Congress  there 
was  introduced  into  the  Army  appropriation 
bill  a  provision  similar  to  this,  but  applicable 
to  claimants  residing  in  States  that  were  pro- 
claimed to  be  in  insurrection  against  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  amendment  of  mine  is  framed 
in  accordance  with  that  provision,  except  that 
it  is  made  applicable  to  claimants  in  States  that 
did  not  attempt  to  eooede.  If  Congress  is  will- 


ing to  adjust  and  pay  the  claims  of  Union  citi- 
zens residing  in  States  that  seceded,  much 
more  should  Congress  be  willing  to  pay  the 
claims  of  those  residing  in  the  States  that  did 
not  withdraw  from  the  Union.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  no  adequate  legislation  upon  the 
subiect. 

1  he  border  States  were  peculiarly  subjected 
to  the  disasters  and  ravages  of  the  war.  In  the 
marching  to  and  fro  of  armies  across  Maryland 
into  Pennsylvania,  in  Kentucky,  and  in  the 
other  border  States,  there  were  losses  sustained 
and  damages  inflicted  which  do  not  come 
strictly  within  the  description  of  supplies.  The 
present  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  an  act 
of  1864,  which  provides  that  supplies  taken  for 
the  use  of  the  Army  shall  be  paid  for  under 
regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  quarter- 
master's department.  Unfortunately,  tne  con- 
struction placed  upon  that  act,  ana  properly 
placed  upon  it,  prevents  the  payment  of  any 
claim  except  for  supplies  that  were  officially 
taken. 

Now,  in  the  passage  of  an  army  in  a  rapid 
march,  for  instance,  in  the  campaigns  partic- 
ularly of  1862, 1863,  and  1864,  the  army  would 
rest  a  nighty  oraday,  or  a  week  on  some  farm, 
and  while  there,  although  supplies  might  not 
be  taken  officially  or  formally,  there  would  be 
immense  destruction  and  waste  of  property, 
not  in  the  character  of  mere  depredation,  but 
whole  fences  would  be  destroyed  for  fuel,  for- 
age would  be  taken,  horses  and  stock  of  every 
description  would  be  taken,  and  there  would 
be  no  time  to  go  throujgh  the  formalities  of  a 
distinct  purchase,  and  in  many  cases  there  was 
left  no  evidence  that  any  property  was  taken. 
That  was  the  case  not  only  in  regard  to  those 
supplies  to  which  this  amendment  is  applica- 
ble, not  only  in  regard  to  articles  taken  ex- 
pressly by  the  proper  officials,  but  in  regard  to 
property  taken  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Army,  for  the  comfort  of  soldiers,  &c.,  and 
yet  there  was  not  time  to  go  through  the  reg- 
ular formality  of  purchase  and  giving  certih- 
cates.  I  know  an  instance  of  two  ladies  who 
have  in  this  way  been  reduced  to  beggary.  It 
so  happened  that  their  farm  in  Montgomery 
county,  Maryland,  was  right  in  the  track  of 
the  army,  and  coips  after  corps  settled  upon 
it,  water  there  being  convenient  and  fuel  at 
hand.  An  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  stopping 
upon  the  farm  for  tweoty-four  hours,  the  result 
was  that  all  the  forage  was  taken  or  destroyed, 
all  the  fences  were  burned  up,  and  other  dam- 
ages inflicted,  so  that  the  ladies  are  now  re- 
duced to  beggary,  because  there  is  no  law  under 
which  they  can  receive  compensation. 

PHere  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  having  been 
made  that  this  amendment,  being  independent 
legislation,  is  out  of  order  on  an  appropriation 
bill,  the  Chair  sustains  the  point  ox  order. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec  2.  That  no  claim  of  any  kind  whatever  against 
the  United  States  shall  be  considered  by  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury,  nor  paid  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  Govemraent.  unless  the  same  shall  be  filed 
within  seven  years  from  the  time  such  claim  accrues, 
which  said  seven  yean  shall  begin  as  to  contracts 
under  seal  from  date,  when  the  contract  b.v  its  terms 
isorshould  be  oomnleted,  and  as  to  all  oti  er  claims 
from  the  date  at  which  the  service  wurenlered,  the 
work  done,  or  the  supplies  or  materials  iarnished: 
Provided,  That  thisseciion  shall  not  beheld  to  apply 
to  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  public  debt,  nor  to 
claims  directed  to  be  examined  and  settled  by  special 
act  of  Congress :  And  provided /urtlur,  That  itshall 
take  effect  ft-om  and  after  the  Ist  of  Janaary,  1873, 
and  its  provisions  shall  apply  to  all  claims  and 
vouchers  presented  after  that  date. 

Mr.  GARFIELD;  of  Ohio.  Idesiretomove 
that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  correct  all  foot- 
ings of  paragraphs  where  the  figures  are  not 
now  correct  in  consequence  of  amendments 
which  have  been  adopted. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection 
that  order  will  be  made. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  POLAND.    I  move  to  amend  by  adding 

to  the  last  section  of  the  bill  the  following : 

And  it  »f  further  provided.  That  no  action  or  suit 
brought  to  reoover  an^  sum  of  money  paid  to  satis^ 
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any  tax  Imposed  under  the  laws  or  autlioritr  of  tbt 
United  States,  before  the  passage  of  ibis  act,dtiU 
be  maintained  unless  brought  within  one  year  after 
this  act  goes  into  effect,  nor  shall  any  claim  for  tbt 
refunding  of  such  tax  be  entertained  by  any  Depart- 
ment  unless  presented  within  the  same  time.  Hof 
shall  any  action  or  suit  be  maintained  for  the  re- 
covery of  any  such  sum  hereafter  paid,  unlm 
brought  within  one  year  after  such  payment  ikall 
be  made;  nor  shall  any  claim  themfora  be  enter^ 
tained  by  any  Department  unless  presented  withia 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  havo  do  objec- 
tion to  that 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massacboaetta.  I  object 
to  it,  and  raise  the  point  of  order  that  it  is 
new  legislation. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  rose  for  the  poipoM 
of  moving  to  strike  out  section  two. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  will  come 
up  afterward. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  is  clesirly  new  legis- 
lation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  deoidet  tkat 
the  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  opoa 
the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  no  objection  to 
withdrawing  the  point,  in  order  to  allow  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  to  be  heard. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  wiU  hear  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  rules  hava  been  sut- 
ended  so  as  to  make  the  last  section  of  the 
ill  as  reported  in  order 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  raiae 
another  question  of  order.  Is  a  point  of  order 
debatable? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  point  of  order  is 
debatabl<>.   The  Chair  will  hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  last  section  which  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  have  inserted 
in  this  bill  is  a  statute  of  limitations  in  relation 
to  claims  against  the  Government  The  mlet 
have  been  suspended  to  make  that  provision 
in  order  so  that  it  may  be  considered  bj  the 
committee  and  the  House.  My  amendment, 
which  proposes  an  alteration  or  addition  to 
this  section,  is  germane  to  the  proposition  of 
the  committee,  which  has  been  made  in  order 
by  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  that 
no  amendment  is  in  order  which  proposes  to 
incorporate  in  the  bill  further  new  legislation. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  I  think  it  well 
that  the  point  should  be  stated.  The  decision 
of  the  Cnair,  as  I  understand,  is  that  matter 
which  is  properly  in  the  bill  cannot  be  amend- 
ed by  the  addition  of  other  matter  which  is 
entirely  germane. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  rules  that 
the  bill  cannot  be  amended  so  as  to  embrace 
further  new  lefrislation. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Can  it  not  be  perfected 
by  the  introduction  of  new  matter  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  section  maj  be 
perfected;  but  it  is  not  amendable  so  at  to 
embrace  further  new  legislation. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  From  that  decision  I 
appeal. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  the  point  is. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  will 
be  again  read  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Poland. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  section  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Yer^ 
mont  [Mr.  Poland]  offers  his  amendment 

Section  two  of  the  bill  was  again  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  rules  that  the 
propositions  embraced  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Poland]  are  distinct  and  separate  from  any 
embraced  in  section  two  of  the  bill.  This 
section  was  admitted  into  the  bill  under  a  sua* 
pension  of  the  rules.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  &om  Yermont  proposes  forcher  new 
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legislation,  and  the  Chair  rnles  that  the  sec- 
tic  n  is  not  amendable  in  that  way.  The  gen- 
tleman from  California  [Mr.  Sargbkt]  appeals 
from  the  decision  of-the  Chair.  The  qaestion 
is,  '*  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
tbe  judgment  of  the  committee?" 

On  the  qnestion  there  were — ares  one  hun- 
dred and  seven,  noes  not  countea. 

So  the  d)?cision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  DUELIi.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

On  pafe  55.1Iq«  sixteen,  after  the  word  "date," 
ailil  the  following  as  an  additional  section : 

That  any  assistant  assessor  of  internal  rerenne 
w  bo  has  performed,  or  may  hereafter  perform,  under 
authoriti  or  requirement  of  law,  the  duties  of  as- 
sessor of  internal  revenue,  in  eonsequence  of  any 
yaoanoy  in  the  office  of  such  assessor,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  and  receive  the  commissions  as  is  provided 
by  law  for  such  assessor;  but  no  such  payment  shall 
in  any  case  be  made  when  the  assessor  has  received 
or  is  entitled  to  reoeive  oommissions  for  the  same 
period  of  time. 

Mr.  Q ARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  make  the  point 
that  that  amendment  is  not  in  order  to  this 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order,  and  rnles  tbe  amendment  out. 

Mr.  SHELLABAROER.  I  move  in  the 
sixth  line  to  strike  out  the  words  ''  under 
seal,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  *4n  writing;'' 
so  that  the  section  will  read : 

Sic.  2.  That  no  elaimof  any  kind  whatever  against 
the  United  States  shall  be  eonsidered  by  the  ae- 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  nor  paid  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  unless  the  same  sliall  be 
filed  within  seven  years  from  the  time  such  claim 
accrues,  which  said  seven  years  shall  begin,  as  to 
contracts  in  writing,  from  date  when  tbe  contract 
by  its  terms  is  or  should  be  completed,  and,  as  to  all 
other  claims,  from  the  date  at  which  the  service  was 
rendered,  the  work  done,  or  the  supplies  or  materials 
furniahed:  Providedf  That  this  section  shall  not  be 
held  to  apply  to  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  nor  to  claims  directed  to  be  examined  and 
settled  by  special  act  of  Congress :  And  provided 
further t  That  it  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
Istof  January.  1873,  and  its  provisions  shall  apply 
to  all  elaims  and  vouchers  presented  after  that  date. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  SHELLABAROER.  I  wish  to  make 
a  remark  or  two.  It  seems  to  me  the  section 
is  not  sufficiently  full  and  accurate  in  its  pro- 
visions for  a  statute  of  limitations.  It  is  an 
important  section  indeed.  Let  me  suggest  to 
the  chairman,  what  provision  is  there  in  this 
section  to  cover  all  that  class  of  claims  which 
do  not  come  under  the  head  of  contracts  in 
writing,  or  under  the  head  of  claims,  such  as 
claims  for  work,  for  supplies,  and  for  mate- 
rials of  various  kinds  ?  There  seems  no  lim- 
itation in  reference  to  this  sort  of  claims.  Of 
course  the  gentleman  means  to  cover  those  as 
well  as  all  other  claims.  There  are  still  other 
defects,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  section,  and 
I  wish  to  ask  whether  there  is  in  fact  any  real 
necessity  for  this  section,  and  whether  we  had 
not  better  strike  it  out? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  I  may  have  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee for  a  moment  I  will  explain  tbe  reasons 
for  this  section.  When  the  Secretary  of  tho 
Treasury  was  before  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations be  was  asked  the  amount  of  money 
ne  would  be  Hkely  to  need  for  the  payment  of 
elaims  arising  out  of  past  affairs,  especially 
for  those  which  arose  during  the  war,  and  in 
the  course  of  discussing  this  subject,  partly  to 
this  and  partly  to  the  deficiency  bill,  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  difficulty 
which  met  him  every  day  in  regard  to  claims, 
'  and  especially  those  claims  which  it  is  pro- 
vided by  law  he  may  settle  on  vouchers  and 
other  proofs.  He  said  a  large  number  of 
claims  come  up  growing  out  of  contracts  dur- 
ing the  war^  and  that  men  who  had  long  since 
ceased  to  be  officers  were  still  signing  their 
names  to  vouchers  of  the  date  when  the  trans- 
action took  place,  and  it  was  very  difficult 
and  frequently  impossible  for  the  Department 
to  say  whether  the  parties  had  the  right  to 
sign,  or  whether  the  signatures  were  the  result 
of  subsequent  arrangement ;  that  is,  whether 
the  signature  to  the  vouchers  was  a  recent  act 
or  done  at  the  time  of  the  traasaotion.    He 


had  reason  to  believe,  he  assured  us,  that 
many  efforts  were  being  made  to  impose  upon 
the  Department  vouchers  of  that  description. 
I  stated  to  tbe  Secretary  and  to  tbe  commit- 
tee that  having  been  an  officer  whose  duty  it 
was  to  order  the  payment  of  money,  and  to  sign 
vouchers  upon  money  which  was  to  be  paid  — 
and  during  my  subsec^uent  experience  many 
parties  came  to  me  asking  me  to  sign  vouchers, 
vouchers  proper  enough  at  the  time,  vouchers 
I  would  no  doubt  have  signed  at  tbe  time  when 
I  was  entitled  to  sign  them,  but  these  parties 
reouested  me  to  sign  now  by  the  official  title  I 
held  at  the  time  tbe  transactions  occurred,  and 
of  course  I  have  never  felt  myself  authorized  to 

Ferfect  any  paper  under  such  circumstances  — 
found  there  was  danger  that  men  might  with' 
out  thought  and  without  designing  to  go  be- 
yond the  law,  authenticate  papers  which  would 
result  in  the  paying  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
larffe  amounts  of  money,  when  really,  as  they 
had  ceased  to  be  officers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  they  had  no  right  to  authenticate  any 
such  papers.  Again,  from  the  large  number 
of  officers  who  served  in  the  Army,  and  who 
have  now  returned  to  civil  life,  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  there  may  be  some  out  of  this  very 
larffe  number  who  would  lend  themselves  to 
making  up  claims  of  a  fraudulent  character. 
It  seemed,  therefore,  to  the  committee  that 
something  ou^ht  to  be  done  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  this  thing  by  a  statute  of  limitatioUf 
and  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  draw  up  a 
section  which  would  cover  the  class  of  cases 
to  which  he  had  referred.  The  committee  did 
not  attempt  to  put  down  a  complete  statute  of 
limitations  to  cover  all  claims,  but  we  di^^  en- 
deavor to  cover  what  was  a  present  imminent 
danger  in  reference  to  a  certain  class  of  cases 
The  Secretary  took  the  matter  under  advise- 
ment, consnlting,  I  believ.e,  with  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
did  the  Attorney  General  or  not,  and  he  sent 
us  this  section  down  to  the  second  proviso, 
which  was  as  far  as  he  felt  perfectly  sure  we 
ought  to  go  at  present;  but  the  committee 
added  a  second  proviso  fixing  the  date  when 
this  shall  take  effect,  and  also  limiting  the 
time  in  such  way  that  every  party  might  have 
due  notice  of  the  passage  of  this  section. 

It  seemed  to  us  that  thus  far  we  might  go  with 
perfect  safety,  and  that  thus  far  we  ought  cer- 
tainly to  ffo.  The  only  question  in  my  mind 
was  whether  we  ought  not  to  go  further,  but  I 
do  not  believe  we  are  sufficiently  informed  on 
the  whole  scope  of  the  subject  to  go  further 
than  is  here  proposed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  rose. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  BUTLERj  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  amend  by  stnking  out  the  last  word,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling;  the  attention  of  tbe 
committee  to  this  section.  While  I  agree  that 
there  may  be  danger  of  fraudulent  accounts, 
such  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has 
spoken  of,  yet  I  would  ask  why,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  danger  of  fraudulent  accounts, 
cut  off  every  just  claim  within  one  year? 
For  that  is  the  effect  of  what  is  pending.  If 
tbe  effect  of  these  provisions  was  merely  to  oat 
off  fraudulent  claims,  I  would  not  haye  a  word 
to  say.  But  this  would  api>ly  to  the  case  of  a 
soldier  who  has  not  got  his  bounty  or  back 
pay^  and  who  has  a  just  claim  agunst  the 
United  States.  They  propose  to  interpose  a 
statute  of  limitations,  to  take  effect  within  one 
year.  Because  the  Departments  say  that  they 
cannot  protect  themselves  against  n-aud,  they 
therefore  propose  to  cut  out  all  just  claims 
coming  under  this  section.  Now,  I  say  that 
it  is  just  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  pay  tbe  just  claims  against  it  as  to  protect 
itself  against  the  unjust  claims.  A  statute  of 
limitations  to  take  effect  in  one  year!  Why, 
this  bill  cannot  be  heard  of  by  many  of  the 
people  of  tho  United  States  within  one  year. 
You  have  just  agreed  not  to  publish  the  laws 
in  the  newspapers,  and  only  to  circulate  them 
in  pamphlets,  and  if  yoo  can  anywhere  bory 


information  it  is  in  official  documents.  Now, 
here  are  men  who  have  no  means  of  knowing 
exactly  what  they  will  be  required  to  prove. 
They  wait,  hoping  that  justice  will  be  done 
them  by  the  Government  without  their  being 
required  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 
and  they  will  find  that  by  this  bill  they  have 
been  entirely  cut  off  from  a  hearing. 

Statutes  of  limitations  are  aUrays  an  odious 
way  of  preventing  a  claim.  Even  among  pri- 
vate individuals  a  man  is  always  held  to  be  dis- 
honest, who  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations 
against  a  just  claim.  But  what  shall  be  said 
or  a  great  Government,  of  a  Government  of  the 
people,  which  shelters  itself  behind  the  statute 
of  limitations  to  resist  a  just  claim  against 
which  it  cannot  protect  itself  otherwise  ?  This 
is  said  to  be  a  protection  against  fraudulent 
vouchers.  But  why  cannot  fraudulent  vouch- 
ers be  made  up  and  filed  within  seven  years  at 
within  any  other  time? 

I  hope  the  committee  will  pause  before 
agreeing  to  this  section.  For,  let  me  ssy  that 
this  is  an  unusual  way  of  legislation.  Why 
does  not  the  Department  sencftbis  proposition 
to  some  appropriate  committee?  Let  it  go 
to  that  committee,  be  examined  by  it,  and 
when  examined,  let  it  be  brought  in  here; 
Why  should  it  be  tacked  on  at  Uie  end  of  an 
appropriation  bill?  Why  cannot  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations — and  I  speak  with  all 
the  respect  which  is  due  to  that  committee — 
why  cannot  they  leave  the  other  committees 
of  the  House  to  recommend  the  appropriate 
legislation  in  this  respect? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  oppose  pro 
forma  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts.  [Mr.  Butlbr.]  lam  disposed 
to  agree  with  that  gentieman  that  this  is  tvot 
quite  the  method  of  changing  our  entire  pOliey 
with  reference  to  a  matter  of  so  much  import- 
ance. So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  is  the  first 
example  of  a  statute  of  limitations  for  the 
Government.  We  all  remember  the  old  adage 
that  tbe  sovereign  never  pleads  tbe  statute 
and  he  never  pays  interest.  Certainly  upon 
the  latter  part  of  that  proposition  we  have 
been  acting  here  constantly.  We  have  always 
followed  t£e  first  part  of  it  also,  I  think,  on 
this  floor. 

Now,  this  section  two  is  not  an  attempt  to 
make  a  general  statute  of  limitations.  It  is 
partial,  referring  only  to  claims  of  a  certain 
class. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  All 
claims. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  Yes,  but  only 
those  that  come  before  the  Department ;  and 
it  occurs  to  me  that  this  provision  would  not 
cut  off  suits,  and  would  not  cut  off  appeals  to 
Congress.  Would  not  the  first  effect  of  it  be 
that  in  all  cases  in  which  it  should  turn  out 
that  parties  might  bring  their  claims  before 
Congress  they  would  bring  them  to  Congress  ? 
I  think  that  wojild  be  the  natural  result  of  it. 
I  am  not  prepared  myself  to  vote  for  the  enaet 
ment  of  such  a  statute  as  this  from  any  pres- 
ent consideration  that  I  have  given  to  it,  and 
I  think  if  any  such  statute  is  desirable  at  all, 
it  would  be  better  that  the  subject  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  that 
a  law  should  be  carefully  prepared  which 
would  meet  the  particular  exigencies  which 
are  referred  to. 

MSSSAOB  FROM  THE  8BNATB. 

The  committee  rose  informally,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  a  message 
from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmpsok,  one  of  their 
clerks,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate  had 
passed,  without  amendment,  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  434}  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in  the 
State  of  Iowa. 

LEGISLATIVB,  KTO.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  then  resumed  its  bession. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  was  about  to 
say,  when  I  was  interrupted,  that  if  it  it  desir- 
able to  prevent  forged  claims,  it  teems  to  He 
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that  this  proYision  is  inadequate  for  that  pur- 
pose. Whoever  will  forge  a  claim  will  find  do 
more  difficulty  in  forging  the  dates  than  he 
will  the  siffnatures  and  the  substance  of  the 
claim.  When  you  find  persons  who  will  make 
up  a  claim,  they  will  make  out  the  whole  of 
the  claim  just  as  well  as  they  will  make  out  the 
signatures  or  any  other  part  of  it. 

Now,  it  has  been  ascertained,  and  chiefly  in 
the  Pension  Office,  that  the  persons  who  man- 
ufacture papers  tor  pensions  in  very  large 
numbers,  have  found  that  instead  of  being 
difficult,  il  is  much  more  convenient  to  manu- 
facture the  entire  j^aper,  making  all  the  cer- 
tificates and  everything  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject. I  think,  mysell,  that  we  shall  not  reach 
the  difficulty  which  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  supposes  might  be 
reached  by  this  section,  and  therefore  I  am 
inclined  to  vote  against  iL 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  1  with' 
draw  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Shella.- 
BAROER  s  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  M  AYN  ARD.  I  now  move  to  strike  out 
section  two.  This  case  illustrates,  perhaps  as 
well  as  any  that  we  are  likely  to  have  before  us, 
the  value  of  the  general  rule  that  independent 
legislation  shall  not  be  reported  in  nor  consid- 
ered in  connection  with  an  appropriation  bill. 
It  is  a  rule  of  very  long  standine.  But  we  have 
introduced  a  practice  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  on  Mondays,  of  moving  to  suspend  the 
rules  so  that  a  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  shall  not  be  subject 
to  the  operation  of  this  rule,  and  the  rules  are 
suspended  by  a  two- thirds  vote,  on  easy-going 
and  careless  consideration,  or  without  consid- 
eration. As  has  been  already  suggested  in 
this  discussion,  legislation  of  this  sort  ought  to 
come  from  a  committee  organized  on  purpose 
to  consider  it,  and  to  consider  and  examine  it 
in  all  its  bearings  as  connected  with  the  other 
le^slation  of  the  country.  Such  le^lation  as 
this  does  not  belons  to  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  ought  not  to  oe  connected  with  it,  be- 
cause it  has  not  undergone  thorough,  proper 
investigation  before  it  comes  before  the  House, 
and  this  is  not  the  place  in  which  to  consider 
it.  This  section  proposes  to  cut  off,  upon  the 
Ist  of  January  next,  every  claim  of  every  kind 
that  has  arisen  during  or  grown  out  of  the  war, 
no  matter  how  tJie  claimants  may  have  been 
situated,  though  they  may  have  been  sick,  or 
in  foreign  countries,  or  in  prison,  or  whether 
the  claimant  himself  may  have  died,  and  has 
left  his  widow  or  minor  children  to  prosecute  it. 
All  these  claims  are  to  be  cut  off,  and  the 
effect  of  this  provision  will  really  be  to  cut  them 
off  at  once,  for  every  gentleman  knows  the  diffi- 
culty that  our  le^slation  has  in  permeating  our 
country  so  that  it  shall  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  people,  and  the  laws  may  be  com  pre- 
hendea  by  ten  per  cent,  of  the  people.  It  is 
too  stringent  and  too  radical  a  provision  to  say 
that  we  will  not  pay  claims  because  they  have 
not  been  presented  within  seven  years,  what- 
ever may  be  the  cause  which  has  prevented 
their  presentation.  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  pause  very  long  before  adopting  a  piece 
of  legislation  of  this  kind,  and  will  strike  out 
this  provision.  If  then  the  gentleman  desires 
it^  he  can  introduce  this  section  as  a  separate 
bill,  and  let  it  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  where  it  can  be  considered  and 
reported  on. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  special 
desire  to  press  this  section  against  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House,  but  I  do  hope  that  the 
committee  will  consider  the  tremendous  rush, 
the  vast  torrent  of  claims  that  have  grown  out 
of  our  war.  The  country  never  needed  any- 
thing of  this  sort  before,  for  our  affiEiirs  of  this 
kind  have  been  small  in  comparison  with  the 
bulk  of  them  now.  All  the  Departments  of 
the  Government  are  now  groaning  under  the 
weight  of  the  claims  pressing  evenr  day  upon  all 
the  Dureans  and  all  the  clerks  of  the  bureaus, 
IMid  every  appliance,  fraudulent  and  otherwise, 


is  being  used  to  press  forward  claims  growing 
out  of  our  late  war.  Now,  unless  we  can  do 
something,  unless  we  can  build  a  dyke  some- 
where across  this  roaring  current,  we  will  sweep 
on  with  more  and  more  violence  until  all  our 
safeguards  are  broken  down.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose or  pretend  that  this  section  is  perfect,  or 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  cover  the  whole 
of  these  cases,  but  that  it  does  effectually  reach 
several  classes  of  these  cases  I  have  no  doubt. 
So  thinks  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
those  who  have  conferred  with  him  as  his  legal 
advisers. 

I  do  not  quite  understand  the  rule  of  law  as 
my  friend  ^om  Michigan  [Mr.  Blair]  states 
it.  I  do  understand  that  time  does  not  run 
against  the  Government;  but  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  Government  has  no  power  to 
make  a  statute  of  limitations,  under  which 
time  shall  run  against  claimants  against  the 
Government.  I  understand,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  Government  may  make  a  statute  of 
limitations,  under  which  claims  shall  some- 
where or  some  time  cease  to  be  valid  if  not 
sooner  presented.  As  I  understand  it  that  is 
the  rule  of  the  common  law,  and  the  rule  of 
our  laws  everywhere.  Almost  all  classes  of 
claimants  can  now  go  into  our  courts  and  sue 
the  Government. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  My  ques- 
tion is  this :  are  not  the  ordinary  statutes  of  lim- 
itations based  upon  the  presumption  that  by 
lapse  of  time  the  debt  has  been  paid  7  And 
how  can  that  presumption  work  in  the  case  of 
the  Crovemment  when  no  debt  can  be  paid  by 
the  Government  without  there  being  full  record 
of  it?  As  I  understand  it,  all  statutes  of  lim- 
itations under  the  common  law  are  upon  the 
presumption  of  the  payment  of  the  dent  from 
lapse  of  time  or  from  loss  of  evidence.  But 
in  the  case  of  the  Government  no  such  pre- 
sumption can  arise,  because  no  debt  can  be 
paid  by  the.  Government  without  the  record  of 
it  being  made. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  to  be  the  whole  reason  of  the  law. 
It  is  the  fair  presumption  that  when  the  time 
named  in  the  statute  of  limitations  is  passed, 
if  the  claimant  does  not  present  his  claim  he 
has  not  a  good  case,  he  has  no  claim  to  pre- 
sent. If  he  goes  on  after  that  time  and  pre- 
sents a  claim,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  he  has 
only  a  trumped-up  claim,  a  claim  without  any 
foundation.  We  nave  now  a  statute  of  limita- 
tions against  all  our  pensioners,  against  all  our 
soldiers  for  bounty  and  back  pay ;  not  a  pen- 
sioner on  our  rolls  but  is  limited  by  the  statute 
of  limitations.  And  only  last  Monday  a  bill 
was  passed  through  this  House  changing  the 
statute  of  limitations  in  favor  of  the  pensioners, 
and  extendine  the  time  further. 

Mr.  M  AYN  ARD.  Does  the  gentleman  say 
that  there  is  a  statute  of  limitations  against 
pensioners? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  say  that,  under 
our  law,  unless  a  soldier  presents  his  claim 
within  a  certain  time  he  cannot  obtain  back 
pay  and  back  pension. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    Ah  I 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  old  claims  for  back  pay  and  pension. 
The  soldier  must  present  his  claim  within  a 
certain  time,  or  his  pension  will  not  extend 
back.  In  the  old  bounty  cases  we  have  a 
statute  of  limitations.  Now  what  I  want  is, 
that  you  shall  have  a  similar  statute  of  limita- 
tions against  the  contractors  and  the  sharks 
that  followed  the  Army,  against  the  rascals 
that  come  in  with  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment whenever  they  can  rdce  up  an  old  claim 
or  get  up  one  that  is  fraudulent.  Let  us  at 
least  do  against  them  what  we  do  against  our 
pensioners. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  AIatnabd,  to  strike  out  section  two 


of  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  to ;  there  being  oq  t 
division — ayes  eighty-five,  noes  not  coQoted. 
Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  shaU  aak  tk 

feas  and  nays  on  this  question  in  the  Hooae. 
am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  offer  as  an  amendment  iLe  aiildi- 
tional  sections  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  fwrtker  enacted.  Thit  after  tb« 
dOth  day  of  June,  1872,  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  eteb 
head  of  the  Ezecative  Departments  of  tbe  Oot- 
ernment  and  of  all  other  publio  officers  who  hiTe 
heretofore  had  printing  and  binding  done  at  tie 
Conrreesional  Printing  office  for  the  use  of  tbor 
respective  Departments  or  publio  officee,  to  ioclade 
in  their  annual  estimates  for  approprittiODS  for  tbe 
next  fiscal  year  sach  tarn  or  sams  u  miy  to  (ben 
seem  necrasary  for  printing  and  binding  to  be  ezt- 
cuted  under  the  direction  of  the  Congrewooai 
Printer. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  U  fwriker  enacted.  That  it  ibtll  be 
the  duty  of  the  Congreeeional  Printer,  whm  Coo- 

Irees  shall  have  made  an  appropriation  for  uy 
department  or  public  office  to  be  expended  for  prist- 
ing  and  binding  to  be  executed  under  tbe  direction 
of  the  Congressional  Printer,  to  eanse  an  aoeoaot  U 
be  opened  with  each  of  said  Departments  or  pablk 
offices,  on  which  he  shall  charge  for  all  printinf  lad 
binding  ordered  by  the  heads  of  said  Departme&ti 
or  public  offices  in  accordance  with  the  sohedale  of 
prices  established  in  accordance  with  law;  and  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  him  to  cause  to  be  ezecotad 
any  printing  or  binding,  the  value  wbaeof«bill 
exceed  the  amount  appropriated  for  toeh  porpoM: 
and  the  Congressional  Printer  is  hereby  anUumiea 
to  employ  a  clerk  of  class  two  to  have  cbarreof  fiiil 
accounts,  and  that  he  make  a  detailed  report  of  each 
account  with  Departments  or  publio  offices  to  Cob- 
grMS  in  his  annual  report. 
Sbo.  5.  And  be  it/nrtker  enacted.  That  all  aet«  and 

Sarts  of  acta  limiting  the  number  of  oonrretsiooal 
ocuments  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  any  bead  of 
Department  or  puolic  office  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  introduction  of  these  amendments  7  Nom 
being  heard,  they  are  admitted. 

Mr.   GARFIELD,   of  Ohio.     I  desire  to 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Magsachusetts.  Do  these 
amendments  come  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    Yea,  «ir. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachnsettB.  Inisea 
point  of  order  upon  them. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  insist  that  it 
is  too  late  to  raise  the  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  j^entlemio 
from  Massachusetts  assert  that  he  made  the 
point  before  tbe  Chair  announced  his  decisioo? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  point  im 
not  made  until  I  began  to  speak. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetts.  As  soon 
as  the  amendments  were  read,  and  I  ascer- 
tained the  committee  they  came  from,  I  made 
the  point 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  trust  that  at  sd;  rate 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  hear 
an  explanation  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will  heir 
the  explanation  if  my  objection  is  reserved. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  geode- 
nian  will  let  me  explain,  I  propose  to  leare 
him  in  the  same  status  in  which  he  is  now. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to 
understand  the  matter.  The  Chair  asked  die- 
tinctlv  whether  there  was  objection  to  ihe 
introduction  of  the  amendments;  aod  there 
being  no  objection,  the  Chair  declared  that 
they  were  admitted.  Did  the  gentleoaQ^m 
Massachusetts  rise  to  object  before  that  dec- 
laration 7 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  As  soon 
as  the  Chair  asked  for  objections  I  rose  and 
addressed  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  oust  .^^^ 
rule  that  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  are  uabie 
to  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  genUeman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  com- 
mittee will  indulge  me  for  a  few  momenta  ' 
will  remind  them  that  a  few  dajs  since,  in  the 
course  of  a  debate  on  another  subject,  1  alloae<J 
to  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  our  public  P^jo^"^ 
is  growing  with  alarming  rapidity,  and  tha^ 
it  was  difficult  to  adopt  any  method  by  wnici 
we  could  effectually  limit  and  regBl^i*  "* 
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ezpence.  I  haye  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the 
Coogressional  Pnater,  which  shows  that  dur- 
ing the  jear  ending  the  80th  of  last  June 
he  printed  more  than  sixty  thousand  dififer- 
eot  pages  of  documents.  Put  into  books  this 
would  make  a  library  of  over  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Tolumes  of  five  hundred  pages  each. 
Something  like  this  amount  the  Govern* 
ment  is  printing  every  year,  beside  a  vast 
unenumerated  mass  of  materials  in  the  form 
of  bills,  Ac,  not  included  in  the  estimate  of 
pages.  I  called  attention,  also,  to  a  proposed 
measure  by  which  this  expense  might  be  re- 
duced, so  &r  as  the  printing  for  Congress  is 
concerned.  Since  making  those  remarks,  I 
have  learned  a  fact  in  reference  to  the  print- 
ing which  I  did  not  then  know,  and  which  I 
think  this  committee  ought  to  know.  We 
have  a  very  good  rule  here — in  fact  it  is  a  re- 
quirement of  law — ^that  when  it  is  proposed  to 
print  extra  copies  of  any  document,  the  prop- 
osition must  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  reported  to  the  House  by  that 
committee  before  the  additional  printing  can 
be  done.  But  there  is  now  no  rule  whatever 
that  limits  the  Executive  Departments  as  to 
what  they  may  have  printed. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Is  not  there 
a  law  to  that  effect? 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    There  is  not 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  think  the 
House  passed  one  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  law  limits 
them  as  to  extra  numbers,  but  not  as  to  the 
subjects  that  are  to  be  printed.  As  to  the  book 
to  be  published,  the  style  of  printing,  the  qual- 
ity of  the  paper  and  binding,  the  character  and 
amount  of  the  engravings,  or  whatever  may 
enter  into  the  publication,  there  is  no  limit 
whatever,  except  the  discretion  of  the  Depart- 
ment itself  *  Perhaps  that  statement  may  be 
too  broad,  but  so  it  was  represented  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  this  morning. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to 
state  in  this  connection  a  fact  which  ought  to 
be  taken  into  account.  The  law  was  changed 
a  year  or  two  ago  so  that  all  the  Government 
pnnting  of  the  country  is  done  here.  Here- 
tofore what  was  wanted  at  the  custom-house 
in  New  York  was  printed  there,  and  wha^ 
ever  was  wanted  at  the  customhouse  at  Bos- 
ton was  printed  there,  independenily  of  what 
was  done  at  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  What- 
ever printing  was  wanted  in  any  department 
all  over  the  countiy  was  done  there,  and  there 
was  a  repetition  of  this  work  all  over  the  land. 
Our  legislation  has  abolished  all  that,  and  has 
it  done  at  this  Government  Printing  Office. 
So  it  seems  a  ^eat  deal  larger  by  concentrat- 
ing here  than  it  is  in  reality.  That  is  new  to 
the  consideration  of  this  subject.  While  it  is 
Rowing,  as  the  gentleman  sa^s,  and  while  it 
IS  alarming' in  its  amount,  it  is  not  quite  so 
large  as  it  seems  to  be  when  you  come  to  see 
it  all  here  in  one  place.  This  arrangement,  as 
can  easily  be  seen,  has  resulted  in  great  econ- 
omy, for  when  the  type  is  set  up  and  the  form 
prepared  for  a  blank  book  for  the  use  of  the 
custom-house  at  New  York,  the  same  thing  can 
be  printed  for  all  the  custom-houses  of  the 
country,  and  there  is  great  saving.  There 
should  be  still  further  reduction,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  offer  these  remarks  with  any  inten- 
tion of  relaxing  the  efforts  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  but  rather  to  aid  him  in  the  line  of 
his  argument. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  add  a  word. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  if 
the  committee  will  give  me  time  to  complete 
my  remarks. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  only 
desire  to  say  that  during  the  war  a  printing 
office  arose  in  almost  every  Department  of  the 
Government.  The  War  Department  had  one, 
the  Treasury  had  one,  the  Interior  had  one, 
and  the  Attorney  General  had  one.  They  were 
all  broken  up  by  Uie  law  my  coUaagne  cites. 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  All  save  one; 
there  is  a  branch  printing-office  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  which  does  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of  work 
a  year. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  quite  agree  in  all  that  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  has 
said.  The  law  to  which  he  refers  has  greatly 
bettered  this  business  of  printing,  and  has 
doubtless  reduced  the  expense.  It  has  con- 
solidated it  in  one  place.  I  have  no  doubt  it 
is  being  done  as  cheaply  and  as  economically 
as  it  can  be  done,  admitting  it  is  to  be  done 
at  all.  I  wish  to  show  the  committee  some  of 
the  books  we  are  publshing.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
the  third  volume.  No.  8,  Mining  Industry.  It 
is  the  United  States  geographical  exploration 
of  the  fortieth  parallel  by  Clarence  King,  geol- 
ogist in  charge.  It  is  a  most  valuable  work, 
and  every  way  worthy  of  publication;  but  I 
am  speaking  now  of  the  style  and  cost  of  pub- 
lication. I  understand  the  design  is  to  print 
five  additional  volumes  in  the  same  style.  I 
call  the  attention  of  members  to  this  volume 
and  the  volume  of  maps  which  accompanies  iL 
I  ask  my  colleague  on  the  committee  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Sargent]  to  show  it  to  the  House, 
as  1  wish  to  add  some  further  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  this  volume  which  is  to  be  followed  by 
five  volumes  of  a  like  character. 

If  members  will  look  at  the  paper  of  this 
book  they  will  be  surprised.  When  you  go 
out  to  buy  Christmas  gifts  for  your  children, 
you  may  perhaps  buy  some  luxurious  edition 
of  one  of  the  old  poets,  but  go  far  before  you 
will  find  a  book  printed  on  more  expensive 
paper  than  this.  It  is  heavy  tinted  paper  of 
very  fine  quality,  such  as  is  used  in  the  most 
luxurious  editions  of  illustrated  books.  Then, 
again,  the  committee  will  see  more  than  a  score 
of  pages  of  exquisitely  finished  engravings  of 
buildini^s  and  machinery  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  mining,  of  furnaces  for  smelt- 
ing, and  I  even  find  here  •engravings  of  the 
ordinary  apparatus  for  letting  miners  down 
the  shafts  of  mines.  I  can  show  you  a  dozen 
such  machines  at  the  coal  mines  in  my  district. 
And  yet  all  these  are  here  engraved  in  the  most 
elaborate  manner,  as  though  they  were  new 
inventions  which  miners  had  never  seen  before. 

Now.  I  want  the  committee  to  understand 
that  I  ao  not  object  to  these  explorations,  nor 
to  the  publication  of  their  results.  I  believe 
in  a  general  and  liberal  policy  in  regard  to  all 
enterprises  that  aid  in  developing  the  great 
resources  of  the  country,  ana  bringing  the 
knowledge  of  them  into  the  possession  of  our 
people.  But  what  I  desire  to  impress  upon 
the  committee  is  the  fact  that  our  existing 
laws  lay  no  limitations  on  the  EiXecutive 
Departments  as  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
books  they  print,  the  quality  of  material  used, 
and  expenses  they  incur.  They  send  no  esti- 
mates to  Congress  of  the  amounts  Uiey  severally 
need.  Thev  make  no  returns  of  the  amoants 
expended.  We  only  find  the  amounts  in  the 
estimates  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing,  and  we  appropriate  in  the  lump  the 
sum  of  $2,000,000  per  year,  to  be  used  in  the 
manner  I  have  already  described,  or  in  any 
other  manner  that  taste  or  fancy  may  sug- 
gest. The  sections  I  have  offered  do  not  for- 
bid the  printing  of  such  books,  but  they  do 
provide  that  each  of  these  Departments,  on 
Its  own  responsibility  to  the  country,  shall 
each  year  send  in  estimates  of  the  amount 
of  money  it  needs  for  printing,  and  that  the 
Public  Printer  shall  honor  its  orders  to  the 
extent  of  the  appropriation  that  Congress  may 
make  and  no  further.  These  provisions  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  work  the  needed  reform, 
and  make  the  parties  responsible  to  Congress 
and  the  country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  commit- 
tee will  allow  me,  I  wish  to  say  further,  that 
according  to  the  best  estimates  1  can  obtain, 
Uiis  book  cannot  be  produced  for  less  than 
twenty- five  dollars  a  volume  i  and  if  the  plan 


of  publishing  is  carried  out  on  the  present 
scale,  including  the  maps  to  accompany  it,  it 
is  estimated  that  the  whole  cost  will  not  be 
less  than  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
adopt  the  amendment  I  nave  offered 

Mr.  SARGENT  rose. 

Mr.  CONGER.  1  object  to  any  partial  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  on  the  simple  leave 
of  the  House,  without  an  opportunity  being 
given  to  gentlemen  to  reply. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  is  well  taken. 
For  what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  Sargent]  rise  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  To  debate  this  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  with- 
draw the  point  of  order  to  allow  the  matter  to 
be  discussed. 

The  CHAiRMAN.  Thepoint  of  order  being 
withdrawn,  the  amendment  is  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  think  it  was  very  far 
from  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  assail  the  Public  Printer,  for  the 
system  carried  on  at  the  Public  Printing  Office. 
I  believe  that  the  committee  are  satisfied  that 
the  Public  Printer,  Mr.  Clapp,  is  a  faithful  and 
economical  officer,  and  does  the  best  he  can 
to  dispose  of  the  enormous  amount  of  busi- 
ness which  is  intrusted  to  his  hands.  This  is 
not  the  point  of  attack  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  We  simply  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact,  that  by 
a  loose  practice,  which  has  grown  up  from 
small  beginnings  until  it  has  reached  enormous 
proportions,  the  Government  is  turned  into  one 
of  the  greatest  and  most  expensive  book-pub- 
lishing concerns  now  in  the  United  States,  or 
perhaps  upon  the  globe. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  care  to  go  into  a  criti- 
cism as  to  the  value  of  many  of  these  books 
which  receive  the  sanction  of  the  several  bu- 
reaus or  Departments,  and  are  run  through  the 
Printing  Office  without  the  knowledge  of  Con- 
gress. I  might,  perhaps,  question  whether  the 
country,  or  anybody  except  those  who  do  the 
actual  work  and  are  paid  for  it,  is  benefited 
by  some  of  these  publications.  But  I  believe 
I  am  justified  in  saying  with  reference  to  this 
expensive  book  before  me,  showing  an  enorm- 
ous amount  of  industry  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  engineers  in  going  from  three 
hundred  to  ten  and  fifteen  hundred  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  the  earth  to  trace  out  in  the 
Comstock  lode  all  the  windings  and  twistings 
of  their  work  there,  that  if  a  false  pretense  is 
held  out  by  this  document  it  does  not  reflect 
any  credit  upon  the  authors.  And  yet  I 
believe,  sir,  it  my  information  is  correct — and 
I  have  it  from  a  very  high  /source  indeed — that 
not  one  foot  of  these  explorations  mapped 
out  here  in  gaudy  colors  was  made  by  Clarence 
King,  or  any  man  in  his  employment;  that 
these  are  simply  tracings  of  workings  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  owners  of  mines  ; 
that  these  pictures  of  their  workings  were 
copied  from  the  miners*  sketches  which  are 
adued  to  each  day  as  tunnels  or  shafts  are 
made;  and  that  from  that  one  source,  and 
that  alone,  these  pictures  and  maps  were 
derived. 

Now,  if  that  is  true,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
true,  and  my  information  comes  from  a  very 
high  source,  there  is  a  fraud  on  the  country  in 
puhlishing  that  as  explorations  on  the  part  of 
Clarence  King's  corps.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  cost  the  Government  anvthing  except  the 
amount  paid  for  copying  tliese  tracings,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  this  book,  or  in  the  accom- 
panying maps,  to  show  that  they  are  not  the 
result  of  explorations  made  by  these  engineers, 
or  that  it  is  anything  but  a  false  pretense  to 
magnify  their  own  importance. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  necessary  that  this  enormous 
leak  in  printing  be  stopped.  The  amount  of 
printing  that  Congress  orders  is  very  small* 
We  have  about  two  million  dollars  appropri- 
ated in  this  bill  for  public  printing,  but  I  veil* 
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tore  to  say  that  of  that  whole  amount  Con- 
gress does  not  order  or  sanction  one  half.  I 
doubtif  itwill  reach  half  of  the  whole  amount. 
The  rest  is  made  up  because  some  bureau  man 
or  some  officer  of  the  Government  writes  some- 
thing or  gets  up  something  which  he  thinks 
ought  to  be  printed,  and  would  like  to  have 
well  printed  and  bound  in  gilt  covers.  He 
goes  to  the  head  of  his  Department,  and  the 
latter  turns  to  the  law  and  finds  that  the  law 
authorizes  him  to  publish  it;  and  without 
much  examination  the  printing  is  done,  and 
this  sort  of  work  costs  the  Government  a  mil- 
lion or  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  anuu- 
allj.  We  find  here  in  this  book  of  estimates 
paper  required  such  as  Congress  never  sees  in 
any  book  it  orders  printed,  sui>er- calendered, 
fif^-eight  pound  paper,  and  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  gilt  foil,  and  all  the  curious  and  choice 
articles  which  are  used  in  the  most  refined 
binding,  and  the  printing  is  done  upon  the 
most  costly  paper.  Everything  is  done  in  a 
style  that  a  lady  is  proud  to  see  upon  her  best 
books  upon  her  parlor  table. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.     Who  is  re- 
sponsible for  this?    Is  not  the  Public  Printer  ? 
.  Mr.  SARGBNT.     I  do  not  think  the  Public 
Printer  is  responsible. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Who  chooses 
the  paper? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  Public  Printer,  of 
course,  is  compelled  to  follow  his  orders  in 
reference  to  the  printing  and  binding. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  1  think  he 
is  much  to  blame  for  not  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  Committee  on  Public  Printing. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  These  matters  are  well 
known  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Then  they 
are  to  blame. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  himself 
has  received  a  copy  of  this  work. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  No,  I  have 
not. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Then  there  is  one  waiting 
for  him  in  the  document  room,  and  it  is  only 
by  accident  that  be  has  not  received  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  would  only 
say  that  my  house  is  so  full  of  public  docu- 
ments that  I  do  not  know  what  I  should  do 
with  any  more. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  not  attacking  indi- 
viduals, but  the  system.  This  matter  was  one 
of  anxious  study  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 

Sriations  of  the  last  Congress.  We  tried  to 
reak  up  this  system  and  to  lop  off  these 
enormous  appropriations  in  the  last  Congress, 
but  could  not  find  out  what  was  best  to  be 
done;  but  finally,  on  full  consultation,  we 
have  traced  the  mischief  to  this  source :  the 
loose,  irresponsible,  manner  in  which  printing 
and  binding  are  ordered  by  the  departments  of 
the  Government,  which  pile  up  these  enormous 
expenses  for  gilt-edged  and  other  printing. 
By  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  we  can 
effect  a  great  reform.  If  proper  estimates 
were  required  from  the  different  offices,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  found  that  there 
was  estimated  for  printing  for  the  War  Depart' 
ment  $250,000  annually,  he  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  would  be  very  apt  to  inquire 
before  submitting  that  estimate  to  Congress 
how  the  money  was  to  be  expended.  You 
will  then  find  that  four  fifths  of  the  expenses 
will  be  lopped  off,  and  there  will  be  a  respons- 
ibility which  can  be  had  in  no  other  way. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  pro /orma  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  word 
of  the  section. 

Mr.  Chairman,  lam  as  earnest  as  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  can  be  to  join  with  all  others 
in  every  measure  of  economy  and  retrench- 
ment in  the  expenditures  of  this  Government. 
I  believe  my  course  in  the  House  since  I  have 
been  here  warrants  me  in  saying  that.  But  I 
have  also  had  occasion  before  this  to  notice  that 
after  Congress  by  a  law  of  the  land  has  ordered 
important  invesUgations,  important  explora- 


tions, important  surveys,  which  it  is  claimed 
would  develop  the  condition  of  our  vast  coun* 
try  and  bring  to  the  notice  of  our  citizens,  to 
the  notice  of  scientific  men,  and  to  the  notice 
of  the  world,  the  vast  wealth  of  these  United 
States,  not  only  of  this  parallel  of  latitude  but 
of  every  parallel  of  latitude,  when  the  time 
comes  when  the  results  should  be  presented  in 
a  printed  form,  at  the  end  of  some  appro- 
priation bill  we  are  met  with  a  proposition 
which  will  sink  all  the  labor  of  the  past,  and 
which  will  prevent  the  publication  of  the  re- 
sults of  long,  arduous,  and  tedious  labor,  and 
their  presentation  to  the  people. 

Now,  it  is  to  that  I  object ;  it  is  to  this  mode 
of  bringing  retrenchment  forward.  Why  was 
this  exploration  ordered ;  why  has  the  labor 
of  a  corps  of  engineers,  geologists,  and  artists 
been  employed  nnder  a  law  of  the  land  for 
months  and  years,  if  at  the  very  time  when 
the  results  of  their  explorations  are  to  be 
made  public,  and  are  to  be  rendered  useful  to 
the  country,  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
are  to  bring  forward  a  measure  of  retrench- 
ment in  such  form  as  to  excite  ridicule?  Sir, 
the  fault  lies  further  back.  The  exploration 
should  not  have  been  ordered  in  this  case 
and  in  several  others,  if,  the  moment  the  labor 
is  performed  and  the  information  about  to  be 
submitted,  gentlemen  may  ridicule  the  whole 
subject  from  the  consideration  of  Congress  and 
sink  it  into  oblivion.  I  submit  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  those  who  have  charge  of  such  matters 
as  these  to  prepare  our  laws  beforehand. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  already  ^appro- 
priated $100,000  to  send  some  poor  shivering 
explorer  through  the  icy  polar  regions  to  find 
an  open  polar  sea,  and  to  tell  the  world  whether 
the  whales  and  the  porpoises  disport  them- 
selves in  open  sunny  waters  around  the  north 
pole.  And  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  [Mr.  Garfield]  makes  no 
objection  to  that;  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Sargbi^t]  makes  no  objection  to  it. 
But  when  those  who  desire  in  some  manner  the 
information  contained  in  this  report  to  be 
spread  before  the  people  that  they  may  learn 
something  about  our  country,  then  with  a  dash 
of  my  friend's  pen  you  would  take  all  this 
information  from  the  people. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  moment? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  cannot;  I  have  but  a 
minute. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  think  you  can 
afford  to,  after  that  statement. 

Mr.  CONGER.  In  regard  to  these  maps 
of  the  mines  of  California  and  Oregon,  with 
all  their  depths  and  their  profundity  and  their 
glitter  of  gold,  they  are  so  familiar  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  [Mr.  Sargent]  that  he 
thinks  the  rest  of  the  world  must  know  as 
much  about  them  as  he  does.  It  is  his  failing, 
as  it  is  the  failing  of  my  friend  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Cox]  to  believe,  with  their  great  inform- 
ation upon  idl  these  subjects,  that  everybody 
ought  to  be  well  informed  and  therefore  nobody 
needs  any  more  information. 

Now,  if  I  have  been  successful  in  calling  the 
attention  of  this  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
the  fact  that  if  there  is  a  wrong  here*  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  exists  in  ordering  these  explora- 
tions, in  ordering  these  surveys,  in  attempting 
to  show  the  people  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  world  what  a  vast  country  we-  have,  and 
what  treasures  there  are  above  the  surface  and 
below  the  surface.  Even  if  Mr.  King  did  not 
^o  below  the  surface  to  find  out  those  things, 
if  it  is  an  object  to  bring  them  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  people,  then  it  is  worth  while  that 
in  some  way  that  information  should  be  pub- 
lished. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.} 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  understand  that  an 
objection  to  this  enormous  outlay  in  this  form 
is  an  objection  to  the  pursuit  of  the  work  of 
exploration,  for  nobody  objects  to  that.  Those 
who  complain  of  this  do  not  object  to  these 
explorations,  or  to  any  proper  impropriation  of 


money  for  bo  worthy  an  object.  The  desin  u 
that  these  explorations  may  be  more  exten- 
sive and  the  results  may  be  more  generallj 
disseminated  throughout  the  coantiy,  aod^ 
therefore,  objecUon  is  made  to  this  form  of 
bringing  the  knowledge  to  the  notice  of  tlie 

geople.  Instead  of  printing  a  hundred  or  ^Jt 
unored  volumes  of  such  a  work  aa  tbis^  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  this,  at  a  cost  of  $100,000, 
so  that  they  can  be  deposited  in  a  few  libraries 
for  preservation,  to  be  looked  at  by  the  few, 
let  them  be  published  as  the  reports  of  Hay- 
den,  Taylor,  Raymond,  and  Ross  Browne  are 
published,  so  that  with  that  amount  of  moocy 
one  hundred  thousand  copies  may  be  distrilh 
uted  throughout  the  whole  country ;  and  let  the 
reports  be  made  to  Congress  rather  than  to  a 
Department  that  can,  unknown  to  Congress, 
order  any  draft  upon  the  Treasury  that  either 
pride  or  vanity  may  suggest.  I  have  always 
found  that  the  trouble  is  that  gentleiDeii  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  way  it  is  proposed  to 
economize;  some  other  way  is  better  than 
that  which  is  suggested  by  a  committee  of  the 
House,  because  it  happens  to  strike  some  one's 
friends. 

Now  I  will  suggest  to  mv  friend  fironi  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Conger]  that  all  the  good  which  he 
desires  to  derive  from  such  an  exploration 
as  that  of  Clarence  King  can  be  disseminated 
throughout  this  country  so  that  everybody  may 
know  what  it  is,  rather  than  that  three  hun- 
dred members  of  Congress  may  pack  up  in 
their  trunks  at  the  close  of  the  session  an  ele* 
gant  work  like  this,  and  that  there  may  be  left 
six  or  seven  hundred  copies  more  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  the  War  Department,  or  anywhere 
else.  The  gentleman  mistakes  the  end  and 
the  purpose,  the  use  and  the  profit,  of  all 
these  works.  I  submit  that  I  appreeiate  as 
fully  as  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  '^e 
importance  of  these  explorations.  The  woik 
of  Clarence  King  is  a  valuable,  a  wonderful 
work ;  so  is  that  of  Dr.  Hayden ;  so  is  that 
of  the  gentleman  who  is  now  exploring  the 
canons  of  the  Colorado  river.  It  is  in  order 
that  we  may  multiply  and  prolong  and  extend 
such  explorations  that  we  desire  to  avoid  thb 
useless  expenditure  of  money.  K  the  money 
that  is  wasted  in  this  way  could  be  devoted  to 
works  like  these,  illustrating  the  development 
and  growth  of  the  country,  and  to  the  promul- 
gation of  the  results  of  such  works,  it  woold 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  country. 

Why  should  the  Departments  have  power 
thus  to  draw  upon  the  Treasury  at  will? 
Why  should  they,  rather  than  Congress,  hare 
the  ability  to  eharge  upon  the  Treasury  any 
amount  that  they  please  to  spend  upon  prio^ 
ing  of  this  kind?  We  are  compelled  in  our 
expenditures  for  printing  to  proceed  in  accord- 
ance with  law.  The  Departments,  as  the  law 
now  stands,  can  employ  the  Government  Print- 
ing Office  three  fourths  of  the  year;  i  do  not 
know  but  they  can  employ  it  four  fourths  of 
the  year,  and  we  have  no  control  over  them  in 
this  respect.  It  is  absolutely  necessair  that 
some  check  should  be  put  upon  expenditures 
of  this  kind.  I  do  not  know  what  mode  is 
best.  In  the  last  Congress  I  tried  my  hand  a 
little  at  this  work,  and  I  found  that  some  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  way  in  which  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations were  trying  to  eurtail  these  expendi- 
tures. When  an  appropriation  of  $100,000 
to  continue  the  work  of  Clarence  King  was 
proposed  no  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  objected  to  such  an  expend 
iture,  because  we  all  recognized  that  an  ample 
return  would  be  realized  in  the  development 
and  knowledge  which  would  result  to  ^e  peo- 
ple of  the  country.  But  to  spend  another 
$100,000  in  this  son  of  printing  is  absolutely 
throwing  it  away.  I  would  raiher  sec  Clar 
ence  King  and  Dr.  Hayden  and  Captitin 
Powell,  and  other  men  of  that  class,  take  this 
$100,000  and  expend  it  in  farther  explora- 
tions ;  and  then  let  as  print  their  works  in  fiiir, 
I  honest,  plain  type,M  we  do  other  poblio  dooB« 
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menu  of  which  Congress  has  the  control.  Bat 
snrely  it  is  not  right  that  the  Departments 
should  haye  the  power  to  order  the  printing 
of  these  holiday  books  for  distribution  among 
their  friends  and  among  members  of  Congressi 
BO  that  each  member  may  go  home  carrying  an 
elegant  book  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  GONQER.  In  pnrsaance  of  what  I 
have  already  said,  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massaohasetts  one  question:  if,  as  he 
says,  the  heads  of  Departments  have  had  for 
years  this  privilege,  wny  is  it  not  better  that 
the  sabject  should  receive  the  attention  of  a 
committee  who  may  arrange  the  manner  and 
style  of  this  printing,  rather  than  attempt  to 
meet  the  evil  by  a  provision  tacked  on  to  an 
appropriation  bill  in  this  way? 

Mr.  DAWES.  One  reason  is  that  we  can- 
not  enlist  the  valuable  aid  of  our  friend  from 
Michigan  in  any  such  undertaking. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  gentleman,  unfortu- 
nately, has  never  sought  our  aid,  thinking  him- 
self, doubtless,  able  to  go  on  alone. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Well,  he  now  finds  himself 
roistakeui  and  appeals  to  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  for  assistance  in  bringing  about  that 
result. 

Mr.  CONQER.  I  will  give  the  gentleman 
a  pledge  to  render  him  iJi  the  assistance  he 
may  desire. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BECK.    I  move  to  amend  by  adding 

the  following  as  a  new  section : 

Sic.  *->.  Andbeit/uriherenaettcly  That  all  proetedi 
of  talM  of  old  material,  ooDdemned  stores,  supplies, 
or  other  public  property  of  any  kino,  shall  hereafter 
be  deposited  aud  covered  into  the  Treasury  as  mis- 
cellaoeous  receipts  on  aeeonnt  of  proceeds  of  Gov- 
enment  property,  and  shall  not  be  withdrawn  or 
applied  except  in  ooDsequenoe  of  a  subsequent  ap- 
propriation made  by  law{  and  a  detailed  statement 
of  all  such  proceeds  of  sales  shall  be  included  in  the 
appendix  to  the  book  of  estimates;  but  this  section 
■ball  not  be  held  to  repeal  the  existing  authority  of 
law  in  relation  to  marine  hospitals,  revenue-cutters, 
the  clothing  fund  of  the  Navv.  or  the  sale  of  com- 
missary stores  to  officers  of  the  Army  i  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish 
to  the  proper  accounting  officers  copies  of  all  war- 
rants eoveriofr  such  proceeds  where  the  same  may 
be  necessary  in  the  settlement  of  acooonts  in  their 
respective  offices. 

Mr.    GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I   have   no 
objection  to  that  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  move  that  the 
bill  be  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PBMSION  APPROPBIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
we  now  take  np  House  bill  No.  1071,  makine 
appropriations  for  the  payment  of  invalid  and 
other  pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1878. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move,  by 
nnanimous  consent,  that  the  first  reading  of 
the  bill  for  information  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  bill 
by  paragraphs  for  ameudmeots,  as  follows: 

That  the  following  sums  be.  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  payment  of 
pensions  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1873, 
namely : 

For  Army  pensions  to  invalids,  widows,  and  de- 
]>endent  relatives,  revolution'sry  pensions,  and  |>en- 
aions  to  soldiers  of  the  war  of  leI2,  and  for  furnish- 
ing artificial  limbs  or  apparatus  for  resection,  with 
transportation  or  commutation  therefor;  also  for 
eompensation  to  pension  agents,  and  the  expenses 
of  Uie  several  agencies,  and  for  fees  for  preparing 
vouchers  and  administering  oaths,  as  provided  for 
by  the  acU  of  April  24. 1816.  July  4.  1836.  May  13, 
1846,  February  20.  1847.  February  2. 1848.  July  21. 
IjMS,  July  29.  1848.  February  3.  1853.  June  8, 1858. 
July  14  and  17, 1862.  June  13. 1864,  June  6.  and  July 
25. 1866.  July  27. 1868.  June  17.  and  July  8  and  11, 
1S70.  and  February  14. 18n.  130.000.000. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  if  this 
$80,000,000  is  for  the  purpose  of  pa^ng  pen- 
sions which  accrue  under  the  various  acts 
dengnatad,  what  provision  in  there  for  pay- 


ing pensions  nnder  the  many  special  acts  of 
Congress  which  are  not  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  make  appro- 
priations here  under  the  general  pension  laws. 
Of  course  we  never  can  tell  how  much  will  be 
needed,  except  under  laws  already  passed.  I 
suppose  the  Pension  Bureau  estimates  enough 
to  cover  the  special  acts  which  may  be  passed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  The  gentleman  does  not 
understand  the  point  I  make.  A  great  many 
persons  receive  pensions,  and  their  names  are 
placed  on  the  pension- roll  under  special  acts, 
which  are  not  designated  in  this  section.  This 
only  provides  for  the  payment  of  pensions 
granteid  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  acts  here 
designated.  How  is  the  Department  to  pay 
pensions  provided  for  by  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress? 

Mr.  GARFIELD;  of  Ohio.  I  do  notsuppose 
there  is  any  necessity  in  specifying  any  more 
than  the  general  acts  under  which  pensions 
are  granted.  Other  language  in  the  bill  covers 
these  special  acts  of  Congress.  We  have  fol- 
lowed the  estimates  from  the  Departments. 
The  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  this  bill  is 
absent  from  the  House  to*da^  on  account  of 
sickness.  If  the  gentleman  thinks  other  words 
are  necessary  to  cover  these  special  acts,  I  have 
no  objection  to  their  being  added  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  believe  some  language 
covering  these  special  acts  of  Congress  ought 
to  be  included  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetts.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  allow  me  to  ask 
him  one  question. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Why  U  it 
necessary  to  enumerate  all  these  acts?  Why 
not  appropriate  for  pensions  due  under  exist- 
ing laws,  or  nnder  laws  passed  by  Congress? 
Why  not  say  *^for  pensions  due  to  widows,  sol- 
diers, Ac,  under  existing  laws,  or  under  laws 
passed  by  Congress,  so  much  money  is  appro- 
priated?'' If  you  happen  to  leave  out  an  act 
of  Congress  in  this  enumeration,  either  by 
mistake  or  through  inadvertenee,  that  whole 
class  of  pensions  will  be  thrown  out  Why  not 
say  nnder  existing  laws? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  By  specifying 
acts  of  Congress  like  those  enumerated  here, 
it  helps  Congress  to  find  them  when  the  sub- 
ject is  up  for  consideration.  The  Committee 
on  Appropriations  have  specified  items  as  far 
as  possible  in  all  the  appropriation  bills.  If 
gentlemen  think  there  ought  to-be  an  addi- 
tional clause,  I  do  not  object 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  There  ought  to  be  soch 
a  provision  added  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  are  only 
doing  what  has  been  done  before.  This  bill 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  which  was  passed 
last  year. 

Mr.  BUTLBR,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move, 
after  the  words  ^^seventy-one,''  in  line  twenty- 
nine,  to  add,  **and  all  other  pensions  author- 
ized  bv  law  " 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that.  The  gentleman  who  had  charge 
of  this  biU  went  over  all  these  items  very  care- 
fully with  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and 
I  regret  he  is  detained  from  the  House  by 
sickness. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows :. 

For  Kavy  pensions  to  invalds,  widows,  and  de- 
pendent relatives,  and  pensions  to  sailers  of  the 
war  of  1812j  and  for  famishing  artiSeial  linhs  or 
apparatus  for  resection,  with  transportation  or 
commutation  therefor,  compensation  to  pension- 
agents,  expenses  of  ageneiee,  and  fees  for  preparing 
vouchers  and  administering  oaths,  as  provided  by 
the  aou  of  April  23.  1800.  February  20. 1847,  August 
11, 1848,  July  14  and  17,  1862,  June  30.  1864.  June  6 
and  July  25, 1866.  March  2, 1867.  July  27, 1868.  Jane 
17,  and  July  8  and  U,  1870,  $480,000. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
the  same  amendment  there  as  in  the  previous 
paragraph : 

In  line  forty-five,  after  the  word  "seventy,"  in* 
•ert,  **  and  all  other  pensions  provided  by  law." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  ta 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Before  the  com- 
mittee rises,  I  may  remark  in  regard  to  this 
bill  that  there  is  a  reduction  from  the  appro- 

rriatioDS  of  last  year  by  the  sum  of  $3,070,000. 
wish  I  could  believe  there  will  not  be  legis- 
lation to  prevent  a  similar  decrease  next  year. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  the  appropri- 
ations last  year  were  for  five  qnarteis  mstead 
of  four. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  bee  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman,  whether  these  Navy  pensions  are 
to  come  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  Treas- 
ury,  or  whether  they  will  be  paid  from  the 
naval  pension  fnnd  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Navy  pen- 
sions come  out  of  the  naval  pension  fund. 

I  now  move  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  two  bills  with  amendments. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Whbblbr  re- 
portea  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  orderi 
had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  the  bill  fH.  R.  No. 
1060)  making  appropriations  for  tne  legisla* 
tive,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  Jane  80, 1873, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and  also  the  bill  (H« 
R.  No.  1071)  matnng  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  invalid  and  other  pensions  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1878 ;  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  said 
bills  with  sundry  amendments. 

LKGI8LATIVB,  RTC,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060) 
making  appropriations  for  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1873, 
and  for  other  purposes,  having  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  with  sundry 
amendments,  the  question  is,  will  the  House 
concur  in  those  amendments  7  The  Chair  will 
assume  thut  the  House  concurs  in  those  amend- 
ments, on  which  a  separate  vote  is  not  asked. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  if  he  will 
not  consent  that  an  amendment  may  be  pro- 
posed to  cover  an  appropriation  for  printing 
the  laws  in  newspapers,  so  that  we  may  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  question  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  think 
I  can  yield  to  the  gentleman's  request.  He 
bad  the  decision  of  Uie  committee  on  the  ques- 
tion. I  ask  a  separate  vote  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
striking  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  RAN  D  ALL.  I  should  like  to  have  that 
section  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  section  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  recommend  to  be 
stricken  out  will  be  reported. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Skc.  2.  That  no  claim  of  any  kind  whatever  against 
the  United  States  shall  be  eoniidered  by  the  aocount* 
ioff  officers  of  the  Treasury,  nor  paid  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  unless  the  same  shall  be  filed 
within  seven  yeersirom  the  time  such  claim  accrues, 
which  said  seven  years  shall  begin  as  to  contracts 
nnder  seal  from  date,  when  the  costraet  by  its  terms 
is  or  should  be  completed,  and  as  to  all  other  claims 
from  the  date  at  which  the  service  was  rendered,  the 
work  done,  or  the  supplies  or  materials  furnished: 
Provided,  That  this  section  shall  not  be  held  to  apply 
to  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  public  debt,  nor 
i9  claims  direoted  to  be  examined  and  settled  by 
special  act  of  Congress :  And  provided  further.  That 
it  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  Jannsry. 
1873.  and  its  provisions  shall  ap^ly  to  all  etaimsana 
vouchers  presented  after  that  date. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  coram ittee  striking  out  the 
section  and  being  put  there  were — ayes  89) 
noes  43. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  to 
a4Jpum,  there  were — ayes  68,  noes  81. 

So  the  House  fefased  to  adjourn. 
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The  qaestion  recurred  on  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  striking  oat  the  second  section 
of  the  bill,  and  beins  put  there  were — ayes  12 ; 
not  a  sufficient  nnmber. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  tellers 
on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  tellers  there 
were — ayes  twenty-two,  not  one  fifth  of  a 
quorum. 

So  tellers  were  refused,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  refused,  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  striking  out  the 
section. 

No  separate  yote  was  demanded  on  any  of 
the  other  amendments  made  by  the  committee, 
and  they  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  Yote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

^he  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PENSION  APPROPRIATION  Blhh. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  (H.  R.  No.l071) 
makine  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
inyalidand  other  pensions  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  has  also 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  two  amendments,  which  the  Clerk  will 
read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

In  line  twenty-nine,  after  the  word  "one,"  inaert 
"and  all  other  pensions  proyided  by  law." 
In  line  forty -nve  make  the  same  amendment. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OHILDRBN  OF  J.   H.  MARTIN. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1212) 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Martin,  Emilia  E. 
Martin,  Jane  G.  Martin,  and  Leonor  Martin, 
children  of  J.  E.  Martin,  deceased ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RANDALL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHINAMBN  IN  CUBA. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  nnanimous  consent  to  offer 
the  following  resolution : 

Bfolvedt  That  the  President  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish this  House,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  all  information  in  possession  of  the  State 
Department  relative  to  the  reindenture  or  reeo- 
slavement  of  Chinamen  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  by 
decrees  lately  issued  by  Captain  Qeneral  Valmaseda. 
and  what  action  if  any  has  been  taken  by  the  Exec- 
utive to  prevent  the  extension  of  human  slavery 
contemplated  by  such  decrees. 

Mr.  WILL  ARD.  I  shall  object  to  that  reso- 
lution unless  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being 
referred. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

SURVBT  OF  INDIAN  RS8BRVATI0NS. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  fetter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  an  estimate  of  appropria- 
tion for  the  survey  of  Indian  reservations ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


GBORtiB  W.  BALLOCH. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  George  W.  Balloch, 
late  a  disbursing  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  more  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  order  of  the  House, 
the  session  of  to-morrow  will  be  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  debate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  no  business 
whatever  to  be  transacted,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa,  Mr.  Paluer,  will  occupy  the  chair 
as  Speaker  pro  tempore. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Cohqbr's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to :  and  the  House 
(at  three  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes  p.  m.) 
adjourned. 

PKTITIONS,  BTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

Bv  Mr.  BUFFINTON :  The  memorial  of 
J.  H.  Demison  ft  Co.  and  23  others,  ship-owners 
and  masters,  residents  of  New  Bedford,  Mas- 
sachusetts, praying  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  New  Castle,  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee:  The  peti- 
tion of  Colonel  Thomas  H.  Reese,  of  Ten- 
nessee 

By  Mr.  FARWELL :  The  petition  of  Chicago 
letter-carriers,  for  increase  of  salary. 

Bv  Mr.  FORKER:  The  petition  of  A.  J. 
Drake,  president  of  the  board  of  New  Jersey 

Silot  commissioners,  and  others,  citizens  of 
tonmouth  county,  for  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions from  the  harbor  of  Keyport,  New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio :  A  petition 
for  a  pension  to  the  minor  child  of  Jreter  J. 
Blanchard. 

By  Mr.  GETZ :  Three  remonstrances,  signed 
by  107  iron- workers  in  the  Monocacy  blast- 
furnace, Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  against 
any  changes  in  the  existing  tariff  laws  abol- 
ishing or  reducing  the  duties  npon  such  man- 
ufiftctures  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country,  and  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties 
on  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  necessaries 
of  life  as  cannot  be  produced  in  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  HAYS:  The  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Sumter  county,  Alabama,  praying  the  refund- 
ing of  the  tax  on  cotton. 

Bv  Mr.  HILL:  The  petition  of  Allen  Rey- 
nolds &  Co.  and  others,  of  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  asking  a  uniform  tax  of  sixteen  cents 
per  pound  on  all  descriptions  of  manufactured 
tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  P.  Cooper  and 
others,  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  asking 
the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  savings  institutions. 

By  Mr.  HOLM  AN :  The  petition  of  Samuel 
Miles,  Allen  T.  Rose,  Sarah  Bolin,  and  10 
others,  pensioners  of  Indiana,  praying  that  a 
bill  be  passed  providing  for  the  payment  of 
pensions  by  postmasters. 

By  Mr.  MAYNARD :  Two  petitions  of  tiie 
workers  in  the  copper  mines  and  smelters  of 
Ducktown,  Tennessee,  protesting  against  the 
reduction  of  the  tariff. 

By  Mr.  McHENRY :  The  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam L.  Berry,  praying  compensation  for  loss 
sustained  by  the  burning  of  a  distillery. 

By  Mr.  McNEELY :  The  petition  of  E.  H. 
Curtis  and  others,  asking  an  increase  of  the 
tariff  on  imported  cigars. 

By  Mr.  MERCUR:  The  petition  of  Eli 
Sherwood  and  50  others,  workers  in  the  Na- 
tional Iron  Company's  works  and  citizens  of 
Danville,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against 
a  reduction  of  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  m  this  country,  and  for 
the  repeal  ot  all  duties  npon  tea,  coffee,  and 
other  articles  of  necessitror  comfort  that  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  United  States. 


By  Mr.  MOORE:  The  petition  of  MsitU 
G.  Rudolph,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  ROGERS:  Two  remonstrance a&d 
petitions  of  Sable  iron-workers  and  diizeia 
of  Jay  and  Black  Brook,  sixteenth  congrei- 
sional  district  of  New  York,  against  any  chaog« 
in  the  tariff  laws  abating  or  aboli«biD|  the 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  ate  taccestfolty 
produced  in  this  country. 

Also,  a  petition  for  repeal  of  duties  oo  tea, 
coffee,  and  other  necessaries  of  life. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Margaret  Sister,  for 
arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  WALLACE :  The  memorial  of  tlie 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  reqaestb;  tbe 
members  from  that  State  to  support  Mr.  Sci- 
ner'b  civil  rights  bill. 

By  Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of 
Joseph  Mauck  and  9  others,  citizens  of  Gallia 
county,  Ohio,  praying  tariff  reform. 

By  Mr.  WINCHESTER :  The  petition  of 
Burgman  &  Gray,  asking  additional  compea* 
sation  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  mayor  and  eogin* 
eer  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  asking  the  pay* 
mentof  the  claim  of  that  city  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  street  improvements  in  front  of 
the  United  States  marine  hospital. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  January  27,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o^ clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Bctlkr,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  SPEAKER  j)ro  tempore,  (Mr.  Paub 
in  the  chair.)  The  House  meets  to-day  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  for  debate  only,  no  business  of  any  kind 
to  be  transacted. 

MESSAQK  FROM  THB  8BNATS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Snmov, 

one  of  their  clerks,  informed  the  Hoase  that 

the  Senate  had  passed  the  fol lowing  coocarreot 

resolution,  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  tbe 

concurrence  of  the  House : 

ReBolved  bv  the  Senate^  (the  House  of  Reprwot- 
'atives  coooarriDg.)  That  eaoh  lloase  of  Ooom 
shall  be  adjourned  tine  dU  by  Uie  Presidiof  Officer 
thereof  on  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  May,  1S72,  it 
twelve  o'clock  m. 

POSTAL  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  BECE.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  Fortj- 
First  Congress  adjourned  without  takingacdoo 
on  the  reports  made  by  the  select  Commiuee 
on  the  Postal  Telegraph,  especially  when  after 
months  of  careful  consideration  of  the  volao* 
inous  evidence  and  elaborate  arguments  on  ill 
sides,  neither  the  advocates  of  the  one  viev 
nor  the  other  presented  by  the  bills  attached  to 
the  several  reports  ventured  to  brin^  them  op 
for  consideration,  and  more  especiallj  vbeo 
neither  the  President  nor  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral made  any  suggestions  when  this  Coogress 
met  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  indicating  ft 
desire  to  take  governmental  control  of  the 
telegraph,  I  thought  the  whole  scbemevas 
abandoned,  and  1  bad  therefore  dismissed  tbe 
subject  I  was  a  member  of  that  select  com* 
miitee,  and  as  such  opposed  both  the  plfto* 
submitted  and  recommended  in  the  majoritr 
and  minority  reports.  My  undersiaoding  wM 
that  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  who  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  did  not  fully  indorse 
either  report,  and  while  I  did  not  think  itnecet- 
sary  to  make  a  written  report  against  both 
I)lans,  I  felt  confident  that  by  a  full  presenta- 
tion of  our  objections  to  each  orally  ^*^*'^'*~^ 
House  from  our  respective  stand-points,  botn 
could  be  defeated. 

I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  views  enter 
tained  by  the  gentleman  from  MassachosettSi 
as  we  had  no  conference  on  the  subject.  I 
only  state  my  impression  of  his  position  I  sap* 
pose  that  he  wanted  something  done  without 
being  folly  satisfied  as  to  what  was  best  to 
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do.  Now,  after  a  delay  of  nearly  a  year,  the 
whole  subject  is  reviyed.  On  the  22d  day  of 
Janoary,   1872,  the  Senator  from  Minnesota, 

tMr.  Bamskt]  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the 
Tnited  States  a  report  on  this  subject,  the 
opening  paragraphs  of  which  are  as  follows : 

**Tbe  Oommittee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
correspondence  by  telegraph  and  to  connect  the  tel- 
egraph with  the  postal  service,  report : 

**Tbat  the  expediency  of  uniting  the  telegraph  and 
p<Mtal  service  has  been  carefully  considered  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  the  Post  Office  Department  and  by 
oommittees  of  Congress. 

**  The  late  Postmaster  General  Randall,  in  a  letter 
to  Congresfl^^recommended  such  union.  The  present 
head  01, the  Department  considers  it '  by  far  the  most 
important  subject  now  inviting  consideration  in  con- 
nection with  the  transmission  and  interchange  of 
intelligence/  and  that  the  utilityof  the  postal  tele- 
graph for  both  Qovernment  and  people  has  been 
oonclusi  vely  demonstrated.  The  President  also  rec- 
ommended the  'favorable  consideration  of  the  plan 
for  uniting  the  telegraph  system  of  the  United  States 
with  the  postal  system.'  At  the  last  Congress  this 
committee  made  a  report,  in  which  they  said  '  they 
had  duly  considered  the  expediency  of.  connecting 
the  telegraph  with  the  postal  service,  and  believe 
the  time  has  come  for  their  union.'  In  the  same 
CongreM  a  select  committee  of  the  House  to  whom 
the  suhJect  was  referred,  submitted  two  reports,  both 
urging  the  necessity  of  the  union*  but  ditfering  in 
rMard  to  the  mode. 

This  unanimity  of  opinion  among  those  who  have 
examined  the  suliucot  and  are  qualified  to  form  an 
opinion  will  not  be  surprising  upon  a  careful  consid- 
eration of  the  question." 

Each  of  the  statements  as  to  the  weight 
which  the  recommendation  of  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral Randall  and  the  reports  of  the  committees 
of  the  Senate  and  House  ought  to  have  on  the 
question  as  now  presented  are  well  calculated 
to  mislead.  Postmaster  General  Randall's 
recommendation  waa  answered  by  a  unani- 
mous report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  which  both  the  Washburn  bill 
and  the  Hubbard  bill,  being  the  only  schemes 
ever  seriously  urged  were  condemned.  The 
character  of  that  report,  No.  32,  third  session 
of  the  Fortieth  Congress,  will  be  ascertained 
from  its  opening  sentence : 

**  The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  PostRoads, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  for  the  construction 
of  a  Qovernment  telegraph,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  between  New  York 
and  Washington,  (H.  R.  No.  1083 J  with  an  accom- 
panying paper  presented  to  the  House  by  Mr.  £.  B. 
Wasbburne,  entitled  *  The  union  of  the  Telegraph 
and  Postal  System,'  (Mis.  Doc.  No.  129  ;)also  a  'let- 
ter from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral.  transmittingf  a 
report  of  G.  Q.  Hubbard,  esq.,  of  Boston,  relative 
to  the  establishment  of  a  cnea|>  system  of  postal 
telegraph,'  with  an  acconapanying  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  United  States  Postal  Telegraph  Com- 
g my,  and  to  establish  a  postal  telegraph  system. 
)x.  Doc  No.  35.)  being  a  substitute  for  House  bill 
0. 1415,  also  before  the  committee;  also  a  bill  for 
the  construction  of  lines  of  tel^aph  between 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
Washington,  under  the  direction  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.  (U.  R.  No.  1689.)  being  a  substitute  for 
House  bill  No.  1604,  also  before  the  committee, 
report: 

That  they  have  oarefull]^  examined  and  consid- 
ered the  propositions  contained  in  all  the  bills  and 
papers  thus  submitted  to  them,  and  have  given 
much  time  to  the  hearing  of  parties  interested,  for 
and  against  said  measures,  respectively;  and,  after 
very  thorough  consideration  of  and  ample  reflection 
npon  the  whole  subject,  they  are  of  opinion  that 
neither  of  said  bills  ought  to  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  Congress." 

The  report  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Fabksworth,]  which  is  able  and  elabor- 
ate, is  entitled  to  careful  consideration ;  it 
settled  the  question  against  all  the  schemes 
in  the  Fortieth  Congress,  the  recommendation 
of  the  Postmaster  General  notwithstanding — 
a  circumstance  the  Senate  committee  do  not 
now  think  it  worth  while  to  call  attention  to 
nor  even  to  mention. 

It  is  trae,  as  the  Senate  committee  say,  that 
they  and  the  House  select  committee  each  re- 
ported a  postal  telegraph  bill  to  their  respect- 
ive Houses,  but  they  forget  to  mention  that 
the  Hubbara  bill  recommended  by  them  then 
and  now  was  ignored  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  House  committee  in  its  report,  and  is  in 
direct  antagonism  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  present  Postmaster  General ;  and  the  fur- 
ther fact  is  overlooked  that  neither  of  them 
ever  Teotived  U>  laj  either  propomtion  before 


either  Honse  for  consideration.  The  fact  that 
there  never  was  a  minority  of  the  select  com- 
mittee  of  the  House  in  favor  of  either  scheme 
may  not  have  been  so  well  known  to  the  Sen- 
ate committee,  yet  the  fact  is  andoabtedly  so. 
All  these  facts  make  their  assertion,  that  there 
was  **  unanimity  of  opinion  among  those  who 
have  examined  the  subject  and  are  qualified  to 
form  an  opinion,''  of  but  little  value. 

I  see,  too,  that  the  distinguished  gentleman 
who  was  chairman  of  the  select  committee  of 
the  last  House  (Hon.  G.  G.  Washburn,  now 
Governor  of  Wisconsin)  has  recently  had  the 
following  resolution  passed  by  the  lower  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature : 

**  Rfolved  hy  the  Attemblif,  (the  senate,  oonour- 
ring,)  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  assembled  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin 
be  respectfully  requested  to  use  their  most  efficient 
efforts  to  procure  at  an  early  da^  the  passage  of  a 
law  providing  for  a  connection  with  and  adding  to 
the  present  post-office  system  a  complete  system 
of  telegraph,  so  as  to  bnng  within  the  reach  and 
means  of  the  great  mass  of  people  this  most  desir- 
able means  of  communication." 

This  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  report 
of  the  Senate  committee.  The  President,  I 
presume,  certainly  the  Postmaster  General, 
opposes  the  Hubbard  bill — I  shall  call  it  so 
for  convenience — recommended  by  the  Senate 
committee,  and  approve  the  Wasnburn  bills, 
which  the  House  committee  favored. 

In  addition  to  the  action  of  the  Senate  com- 
mittee the  President,  in  his  message  to  us  on 
the  4th  of  December,  and  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, in  his  report,  have  given  the  subject  a 
prominence  it  never  had  before ;  and  as  silence 
might  induce  the  committee  to  which  the  whole 
subject  has  now  been  referred  to  believe  that 
all  the  members  of  the  late  select  committee 
agreed  either  to  the  report  of  the  majority, 
made  by  the  chairman,  Hon.  G.  G.  Wash- 
burn, or  to  the  report  of  the  minority,  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Palmer,] 
I  propose,  in  advance  of  the  action  of  the 
committee,  to  give  mv  reasons  for  opposing 
both  schemes,  as  well  as  I  can,  afler  such  a 
lapse  of  time,  hoping  that  the  committee  and 
the  House  may  consider  them  in  connection 
with  the  printed  reports  from  that  committee, 
now  on  file,  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  this 
most  important  question. 

The  Iresident  says  in  his  message : 

"The  suggestions  of  the  Postmaster  General  for 
improvements  in  the  Department  presided  over  by 
him  are  earnestly  recommended  to  your  special  at- 
tention. Especially  do  I  recommend  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  plan  for  uniting  the  telegraphic 
system  of  the  United  States  with  the  postal  system. 
It  is  believed  that  by  such  a  course  the  cost  of  tel- 
egraphing could  be  much  reduced,  and  the  service 
as  w^U,  if  not  better,  rendered.  It  would  secure 
the  further  advantage  of  extending  the  telegraph 
through  portions  of  the  country  where  private 
enterprise  will  not  construct  it.  Commerce,  trade, 
and,  above  all,  the  efforts  to  bring  a  people  widely 
separated  into  a  community  of  interest,  are  always 
benefited  by  a  intercommunication.  Education, 
the  groundwork  of  republican  institutions,  is  en- 
couraged by  increasing  the  facilities  to  gather 
speedy  news  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
desire  to  reap  the  benefit  of  such  improvements 
will  stimulate  education.  I  refer  you  to  the  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General  for  full  details  of  the 
operations  of  last  year,  and  for  comparative  state- 
ments of  results  with  former  years." 

The  Postmaster  General  elaborates  the  sub- 
ject, making  many  incorrect  statements  as  to 
the  cost  of  the  system  in  England,  and  conceal- 
ing the  true  state  of  facts  as  to  Belgium  and 
the  other  countries  of  continental  Europe,  as 
I  will  show  hereafter.  He  asks,  with  an  air 
of  triumph : 

'*Who  that  desires  to  convey  or  acquire  any 
information  would  hesitate  between  sending  a 
telegram  from  New  York  to  California  in  seven 
minutes  for  twenty  cents,  and  sending  a  letter  in 
seven  days  for  three  cents  7" 

And  yet  he  knows,  or  if  he  does  not,  every 
intelligent  man  in  the  country  knows,  that  it 
costs,  and  will  always  cost,  more  than  a  dollar 
to  pay  the  actual  expenses  of  transmitting  a 
telegraphic  communication  between  New  York 
and  San  Francisco.  With  all  the  economy 
that  can  be  used,  with  the  low  rate  of  wa^es 
and  with  the  perfeetion  to  which  the  operatiog 
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machinery  of  the  telM^ph  has  been  brought  in 
Belgium,  which  the  Postmaster  General  holds 
up  as  a  model,  he  knows,  if  he  knows  anything, 
that  each  message  sent  costs  the  Government 
of  Belgium  seventeen  and  a  half  cents  in  gold, 
the  average  distance  of  messajges  there  being 
fifty  miles,  which  proves  that  it  is  simply  ab- 
surd, unless  it  is  done  with  intent  to  deceive 
in  order  to  obtain  the  power  and  patronage 
which  he  knows  so  well  now  to  abuse,  for  Jdr. 
Greswell  to  sav  that  messages  can  be  sent  in 
this  country,  three  thousand  miles,  for  twenty 
cents. 

Again,  he  insists,  almost  demands,  without 
any  sort  of  modesty  or  doubt  as  to  his  own 
capacity,  and  when  he  is  evidently  ignorant  of 
the  cost,  if  he  is  not  artfully  concealing  the 
facts  that  the  system  shall  be  put  into  imme- 
diate operation. 

**  I  therefore  deprecate  further  delay  as  injurious 
to  the  public  interests.  Tb  e  Post  Office  Department 
is  now  prepared  to  undertake  the  organisation  and 
management  of  the  telein'aph  in  connection  with  its 
other, duties.  Indeed,  I  believe  that  the  Depart- 
ment itself  can  aid  materially  in  raising  the  money 
needed  for  the  purchase  through  post  office  savings 
banks,  if  Congress  will  authorise  their  establish- 
ment.''      •      •••••••• 

**  Convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  establishing  the 
postal  telegraph  and  post  office  savings  banks  in  this 
country,  I  earnestly  recommend  the  passage  by  Con- 
gress of  the  laws  necessary  therefor.  In  my  judg- 
ment, those  laws  should  provide  as  well  for  the  abso- 
lute purchase  of  the  lines  and  appurtenances  of  all 
telegraph  companies  now  in  operation  as  for  the 
exclusive  right  and  authority  of  the  Government, 
after'  the  several  purchases  shall  be  concluded,  to 
conduct  the  business  of  transmitting  telegraphic 
messages." 

The  whole  meaning  of  all  this  is,  that  the 
Postmaster  General,  admiring  the  system  of 
personal  government  prevelant  in  the  Old 
World,  anxious  to  emulate  or  imitate  Mr. 
Scudamore,  and  have  twenty-five  thousand 
additional  intelligent  employls  placed  under 
his  control,  whose  tenure  of  omce  shall  be 
dependent  on  their  subserviency  to  him,  with 
a  ^rand  banking  system  under  his  control 
beside,  could  make  frequent  displays  of  his 
financial  ability  and  his  usefulness  to  his 
friends  such  as  be  illustrated  so  beautifully  in 
the  **  Chorpenning  case.*'  His  anxiety  to 
obtain  all  this  power  and  patronage  will  reitd- 
ily  account,  to  all  who  know  him,  for  his 
anxiety^  his  misstatements,  and  his  conceal- 
ment of  facts. 

Perhaps  the  following  paragraph,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  New  York  Tribune,  in  the  latter 
part  of  December,  will  increase  Mr.  CreswelTs 
admiration  for  Mr.  Scudamore  and  the  English 
system,  as  one  of  his  favorite  exercises  is  the 
stopping  of  mail  communications  on  any  pre- 
text that  he  chooses  to  conjure  up : 

••  Postal  Telegrapkv  in  Practice— A  Timely  TUue- 
Irctfion.— London  has  just  had  a  fresh  illustration  of 
the  wisdom  of  putting  the  telegraphs  under  Qovern- 
ment control.  There  was  aserious  strike  of  telegrraph 
operators  at  Manchester,  and  a  full  account  ot  it  was 
sent  over  the  wireK  to  The  Daily  News  of  London  in 
time  for  the  next  morning's  paper.  The  post  office 
authorities,  however,  chose  to  withhold  the  dispatch 
on  the  plea  that  the  exigency  of  the  public  service 
would  not  allow  them  to  aid  in  circulating  intelli- 

!ence  which  might  not  be  aocurate  in  all  its  details. 
!bat  is  the  excuse.  The  real  reason,  of  course,  was 
that  the  Qovernment  did  not  want  the  telegraph 
clerks  throughout  the  kingdom  to  join  the  strikers. 
We  are  cunons  to  know  what  the  English  peoplo 
will  have  to  say  about  this  extraordinary  case  of 
post  office  espionage,  for  on  such  matters  John  Bull 
IS  sensitive.  If  Mr.  Scudamore  can  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  stopping  telegrams  that  he  does  not  like, 
and  dictating  to  London  newspapers  what  sort  of 
intelligence  they  shall  print,  is  there  any  good  rea- 
son why  Mr.  Cresweil  should  not  be  assailed  by 
equally  terrible  temptations  if  the  postal  telegraph 
scneme  should  ever  be  adopted  at  Washington? 
People  laugh  at  the  danger  or  a  censorship  over  the 
telegraph  ever  growing  up  in  this  country.  Well, 
when  the  same  thing  was  predicted  in  England  they 
laughed  there  too,  and  here  is  the  British  censorship 
already." 

Waiving  for  the  present  comment  on  the 
statements,  obiects  or  motives  of  the  Post- 
master General,  it  is  obvious  from  his  recom- 
mendations and  the  message  of  the  President, 
who  speaks  of  'Hhe  plan  "  as  if  it  was  already 
siffreea  on,  that  the  bill  presented  by  General 
Washburn  to  the  last  Coogress,  and  reported 
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from  the  select  committee,  is  substantially 
what  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  wants,  and  it  is 
equally  certain  that  the  bill  known  as  the 
Uabbard  bill  will  be  urged  as  a  substitute  for 
it,  as  it  was  before  by  Mr.  Palmer,  a  member 
of  the  late  select  committee  \  that  gentleman 
bein^  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, which  has  the  subject  in  charge, 
especially  as  the  Senate  committee  approve  that 
Bcneme.  I  shall  therefore  speak  of  these  bills 
as  though  they  were  again  under  consideration 
and  of  the  reports  and  evidence  by  which  they 
were  attempted  to  be  sustained,  as  well  as  of 
the  evidence  against  them.  I  gave  to  these 
bills  very  carerol  consideration,  and  earnestly 
endeavored  to  understand  and  weigh  the  gues- 
tions  presented. 

I  listened  to  all  the  arguments  and  read  all 
the  views  laid  before  the  committee  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  telegraph  in  this  and  other 
countries,  and  I  have  been  wholly  unable  to 
sanction  or  indorse  any  of  the  propositions 
looking  to  governmental  interference  or  con- 
trol over  the  present  teleeraph  system.  I  do 
not  contend,  because  I  ao  not  believe,  that 
under  the  present  system  of  telegraphy  the 
mass  of  the  people  obtain  either  the  prompt- 
est or  cheapest  telegraphic  communications 
which  can  possibly  be  obtained  by  any  system; 
indeed,  I  tnink  it  likely  that  the  Government 
could  by  sufficient  general  taxation  cheapen 
the  rates  and  obviate  some  of  the  delays  which 
the  mass  of  the  people  who  use  the  telegraph 
are  now  subjected  to  by  taking  the  whole  busi- 
ness under  its  control,  and  by  the  passage  of 
such  laws  for  its  regulation  as  would  deprive 
special  interests  oi  the  privileges  thev  now 
enjoy,  and  by  providing  for  the  punishment 
of  the  officials  who  are  derelict  in  their  duties 
by  prompt  and  adequate  penalties.  No  doubt 
laws  could  be  formed  based  on  past  experience, 
if  the  system  is  changed  and  the  Government 
takes  control  of  it,  which  cannot  now  be  made 
applicable  to  the  existing  management. 

but  I  see  other  and  more  serious  difficulties 
and  dangers  looming  up  than  the  mere  saving 
of  a  few  cents  or  a  few  minutes  to  those  who  use 
the  telegraph  in  the  vast  additional  armies 
of  Government  officials  we  will  be  compelled 
to  add  to  the  already  almost  fabulous  host  now 
supported  by  the  sweat  of  the  toiling  masses. 
If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the  official  register 
of  officers  and  ag^ents  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  laid  on  their  tables 
last  spring,  they  will  find  a  list  of  over  sixtv 
thousand  persons,  other  than  soldiers  and 
sailors,  who  draw  their  pay  directly  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  I  hold  the 
book  in  my  hand,  and  find  it  contains  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  paces.  Many  of  them  con- 
tain double  columns.  A  full  sinele- column  page 
contains  seventy-nine  names.  Most  of  its  pages 
are  full,  but  take  sixty- five  as  the  average,  and 
it  makes,  as  I  said  above,  sixty  thousand 
officials  who  draw  their  pay  directly  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  This  does  not 
embrace  deputy  and  assistant  postmasters, 
clerks,  ftc,  who  are  paid  by  their  principals. 
These  added  would  swell  the  list  many  tnou- 
sands.  From  the  best  information  I  can  ob- 
tain (and  1  have  taken  pains  to  inquire  care- 
fully) I  am  satisfied  it  would  require  not  less 
than  twenty-five  thousand  additional  Govern- 
ment officials  to  manage  and  control  tbs  tele- 
graph system  of  the  United  States  now  under 
the  bill  of  General  Washburn,  and  the  num- 
ber would  increase  every  year. 

The  Western  Union  and  other  telegraph  com- 
panies have  at  this  time  over  ten  thousand  em- 
plov^s.  It  requires  at  least  two  employ6s  to 
eacn  office,  and  the  number  of  offices  are  under 
the  present  system  kept  down  by  the  employ- 
ment of  the  railroad  officials  as  operators,  as 
most  of  our  principal  lines  of  telegraph  run 
along  the  great  railroad  lines  of  the  country. 
All  these  facilities  and  means  of  reducing  both 
the  expense  and  number  of  employes  would  be 
lost  under  the  GoTomment  system,  which  haa 


to  be  conducted  exclusively  under  Government 
control  by  Government  officials.  There  are 
now  about  thirty  thousand  post  offices  in  the 
United  States.  If  a  telegraph  office  were  opened 
at  each  one  of  these,  it  would  require  sixty  thou- 
sand employes  on  the  above  basis.  If  on  ly  one 
third  01  the  post  offices  were  supplied  with 
telegraphic  facilities,  then  twenty  thousand 
employes  might  do  the  business ;  but  in  this 
case  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  other 
two  thirds  would  be  satisfied  without  them? 

Only  about  sixty  post  offices  in  the  United 
States  deliver  letters  by  carriers  free,  while 
every  telegraph  office  must  promptly  deliver 
every  message  when  received.  To  provide 
messengers  for  all  the  offices  would  therefore 
require  a  large  number  of  employes.  Tha 
foregoing  estimate  is  made  on  the  supposition 
that  about  the  present  amount  of  business  now 
done  at  each  office  should  be  continued.  Of 
course,  if  the  number  of  messages'  should  be 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion in  the  rates,  and  if  they  are  not,  the  system 
would  bankrupt  even  the  Government,  the 
numbers  of  employes  required  would  be  largely 
in  excess  of  the  number  above  given,  while  in 
cities  like  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cincin- 
nati, Chicago,  and  many  others,  instead  of  two 
employes,  from  twenty  to  fifly  would  be  needed 
at  each  telep^ph  office,  making  a  frightful 
army  of  officials  to  be  used  and  controlled  for 
corrupt  political  purposes,  as  recent  experience 
furnishes  but  too  striking  proof. 

The  percentage  taxed  upon  their  salaries 

would  no  doubt  make  a  handsome  fund  for 

election  purposes.    Section  five  of  the  bill  of 

General  Washburn  provides: 

'*  That  the  Postmaster  General  shall,  as  soon  as 
praotioabble,  establish  a  telegraph  ofiBce  at  every  post 
office  within  the  United  States,  the  gross  receipts  of 
which  for  postage  are  not  less  than  $100peraDnuuir' 
•  •  •  •  "  and  may  establish  such  branch 
offices  in  cities  as  the  convenience  of  bosiness  may 
reqaire." 

In  answer  to  my  inquiry  on  that  subject,  the 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General  wrote  to 

me  on  the  ISth  of  January,  1871,  as  follows: 

**  In  reply,  Sco.,  I  have  to  iniform  yon  that  on  the 
1st  day  ot  September.  1870,  there  were  11,765  offices 
at  which  the  receipts  for  postage  amounted  to  $100 
a  year  and  upward."  . 

There  will  certainly  be  12,600  before  the  act 
takos  effect,  if  there  are  not  that  many  now,  or 
they  will  so  report  to  get  a  telegraph  station. 
That  number  alone  would  require  twenty- 
five  thousand  employes,  without  counting  the 
lar^e  number  required  in  cities  like  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  &c. ;  and  how  many  new  lines 
will  have  to  be  built  to  reach  all  such  offices, 
no  man  can  tell.  That  of  itself  would  deter 
me  from  supporting  either  of  the  prepositions 
likely  to  be  submitted.  But  when  I  take  a 
broader  and  more  comprehensive  View  I  see 
that  this  is  another  and  an  immense  stride 
in  the  already  alarmingly  rapid  march  toward 
the  consolidation  and  centralization  of  all 
power  and  authority  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment over  the  affairs  of  the  people,  which 
1  know  will  subvert  and  overthrow  their  lib- 
erties whenever  it  is  carried  much  further 
by  those  who  administer  it  than  it  has  now 
progressed,  I  feel  compelled  to  oppose  it  by 
every  means  in  my  power.  Independent, 
however,  of  these  considerations,  and  admit- 
ting for  the  time  being  that  all  my  appre- 
hensions are  groundless,  conceding,  if  you 
please,  the  unquestionable  power  and  authority 
of  the  Government  to  take  possession  of  and 
control  all  telegraphic  communications  without 
any  danger  to  our  institutions,  I  contend  that 
it  is  impolitic  and  would  be  improper  to  do  so. 

A  system  that  works  well  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  under  their  forms  of  government  would 
almost  necessarily  work  badly  here.  There 
the  Government  is  everything,  the  people  are 
nothing.  All  power  is  in  the  ruling  monarch 
by  whatever  name  he  is  known ;  the  people  are 
not  only  in  the  habit  of  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  superiors,  but  are  trained  to  look  up  to 
their  nilers  for  aid  and  protection  in  all  things* 


Their  railroads,  their  telegraphs,  their  high- 
ways, their  stage-coaches,  are  all  built,  sus- 
tained, run,  and  managed  by  the  Govemment, 
which  is  in  most  cases  a  purely  personal  one, 
or  if  not  avowedly  so,  is  at  least  so  practically. 
The  maxim  *'  that  the  king  can  do  no  wron^" 
is  maintained,  and  the  enforcement  and  main- 
tenance of  kingly  power  and  authority  over 
all  the  concerns  oi  the  subject  is  found  to  be 
one  of  the  most  effective  modes  of  maintain- 
ing personal  supremacy. 

With  us  the  reverse  is  the  fact,  ia  theory  at 
least,  and  until  very  lately  has  been  the  (act  in 
practice.  All  agree  that  this  is  a  Qoyemment 
of  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  bj  the  peo- 
ple; that  those  who  are  from  time  to  time 
selected  to  administer  it  are  simply  a^nts,  with 
certain  powers  and  duties  limited  and  defined 
by  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  and  that  all  powers  not  so 
granted  are  reserved  to  the  States  and  the 
people.  It  has  been  in  times  past,  under  Dem- 
ocratic rule,  and  ought  always  to  be  the  policy 
of  legislators,  under  our  system,  not  only  not 
to  usurp  doubtful  powers,  but  whenever  and 
wherever  the  States  or  the  people  can  safely 
and  without  material  injury  to  the  Govem- 
ment manage  any  branch  of  bnsioess,  lo  allow 
them  so  to  manage  and  control  it,  even  though 
the  right  to  do  so  by  the  Govemment  may  exist 

With  us  Government  builds  no  railroads,  no 
turnpikes,  no  stage-coaches;  it  uses  for  its 
purposes  the  machinery  which  private  enter- 
prise provides,  and  stimulates,  aevelops,  and 
encourages  that  spirit  of  emulation  and  self- 
reliance  which  marks  and  makes  the  freeman 
the  world  over.  It  may  happen  that  great 
public  interests  are  so  widely  extended  and 
BO  universal  in  their  application  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  regulate  them  otherwise  than 
through  Government  agency.  I  think  it  likely 
the  carrying  of  the  mails  comes  under  thai 
head :  but  even  there,  where,  in  addition  to  all 
social  and  business  considerations,  the  art  of 
writing,  which  forms  a  part  even  of  the  plainest 
education,  is  fostered  and  encouraged,  private 
enterprise  and  competition  are  reli^  on  to  sup- 
ply all  the  means  of  transportation.  Govern- 
ment officials  only  controiand direct  its  deliv- 
ery, designating  the  places,  terms,  and  condi- 
tions of  the  transfer.  In  that  character  of  cor- 
respondence every  human  being,  over  five 
years  of  age,  of  our  forty  million  people,  is 
more  or  less  interested  either  mediately  or 
immediately.  Not  so  with  the  telegraph; it 
does  not  in  the  remotest  degree  tend  to  develop 
the  intellect  of  the  people.  It  ia  used  now 
by  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand, 
or  the  one  hundred  and  sixtieth  part  of  the 
whole  population;  it  is  used  by  a  class  of  peo- 
ple who  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred 
use  it  for  the  purpose  of  money-making  or 
speculation  of  some  sort ;  and  strange  to  say, 
while  all  this  effort  is  being  made  to  overthrow 
the  present  system,  none  of  those  who  use  it 
most  have  complained  of  its  management,  or 
are  seeking  any  change  in  the  present  system. 
I  inquired  oflen  of  gentlemen  on  the  select 
committee,  and  of  those  who  were  from  time 
to  time  before  us  representing  different  views 
and  interests,  and  I  was  assured  (hat  no  board 
of  trade,  no  chamber  of  commerce,  do  body 
of  commercial  men,  no  considerable  portion 
even  of  the  press,  hod  ever  complainea  either 
of  the  charges,  the  delays,  the  mistakes,  or  the 
preferences  which  are  now  paraded  as  potent 
reasons  for  taking  it  under  governmental  con- 
trol. Our  committee  was  organized  nearly  a 
year,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  a  single  peti- 
tion was  ever  laid  before  us,  or  a  single  re^ 
quest  made  by  any  citizen  who  patronizes  the 
telegraph,  asking  for  a  change  in  the  existing 
system.  Our  people  are  not  generally  back- 
ward in  making  their  grievances  known,  and  if 
any  serious  mismonaj^ement  existed,  or  if  any 
grievous  extortion  or  favoritism  was  practiced  or 
resorted  to,  we  would  certainly  have  heard  of  it 

I  know  it  is  said,  and  I  have  been  toki  by  thost 
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who  desire  ft  change,  that  the  preai  And  tho 
commercial  world  are  all  sfrftid  to  complaio  ; 
that  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  mammoth 
corporation  known  as  tne  Weatera  Union 
Telefraph  Company.  If  tbat  ia  to,  it  only 
ahona  what  a  terribly  dangerous  engine  it  is 
to  pnt  into  the  hands  and  ander  the  control 
of  any  party  or  political  organization.  But 
that  is  not  the  reason.  The  telegraph  compa- 
nied  have  generally  done  their  work  promptly 
and  well ;  it  is  their  interest  to  do  so  ;  tneir 
dividends  and  tbeTaioe  of  their  stocks  depend 
upon  it;  and  it  needs  no  arfumeot to  prove  ibat 
private  iodividuali  watch  their  own  interests, 
and  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure  public 
confidence  and  patronage,  more  closely  and 
more  earnestly  ^on  any  mere  Oovernmant 
agents  do  or  can.  While  there  are  donbtleM 
wrongs,  delays,  preferences,  and,  if  you  please, 
in  nome  instanceB  extortions,  these  things  do 
not  exist  to  any  greater  extent  th«n  they  do  in 
the  management  of  the  railroad  and  express 
companies  all  over  tbe  country,  and  the  same 
reasons  could  be  nrged  with  at  least  equal  if 
cot  greater  force  to  show  that  the  Qovernment 
ODgbt  to  take  poBSesaion  of  all  the  railroad 
linea  and  all  tbe  express  company  business, 
under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  between 
the  States,  as  are  now  urged  to  Induce  Con- 
gress to  take  possession  of  the  telegraph  lines, 
under  tbe  power  to  establisb  poet  offices  and 
post  roads.  If  this  scheme  is  aucceasfnl,  that 
-will  soon  follow;  indeed,  it  is  a'petneasareof 
leading  Radicals  on  this  floor  now. 

I  am  referring  in  these  remarks  more  espe- 
cially to  the  plan  proposed  in  the  bill  of 
Oeneial  Washburn,  late  chairman  of  the  select 
committee,  and  those  who  agree  with  him,  for 
I  confess  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  any 
advantage  to  be  derived  (tarn  the  adoption 
of  the  plan  proposed  by  Ur.  Hubbard  and 
advocated  fay  Ur.  Pilmir  and  others,  as  well 
as  by  the  Senate  committee,  over  th«  present 
system,  while  it  is  liable  to  nearly  ail  the  ob- 
jections wbich  can  be  urged  against  the  bill 
of  General  Wasbbura.  Mr.  Hubbard  was 
heard  long  and  often  by  the  committee,  and 
while  be  impressed  me  as  a  man  of  great  can- 
dor, ability,  and  fairness,  and  as  one  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  bearing  npon 
telegrapby  here  and  in  foreign  countries,  he 
vlterly  failed  to  oooTinoe  me  that  there  was 
any  real  merit  in  his  plan.  Indeed,  be  satis- 
fied me  tbat  the  great  object  and  puipose  of 
his  Bcbeme  was  to  save  a  few  weak  and  failing 
companies,  which  are  now  losing  money  by 
keeping  up  an  nnpqual  contest  with  the  West- 
ern Union  Company,  by  giving  them  a  monop- 
oly which  will  either  en^le  them  to  make  a 
large  amount  of  mnney  out  of  tbe  people  on 
their  now  worthless  Hoes  or  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  buy  at  such  prices  as  they  may  succeed 
in  getting  appraisers  to  fix  on  tbeir  telegraph 
lines,  which,  unless  something  ig  done,  they 
will,  aa  he  thinks,  be  obliged  lo  discontinue  or 
sell  to  the  Western  Union  Company  at  what- 
ever price  that  company  may  see  Gt  to  give 
them,  i  prefer  In  verify  my  statement  by 
hii.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
at  page  01  of  the  report  of  tbe  chairman  of 
the  committee,  they  will  find  that  Mr.  Hob- 
bard  appeared  before  the  committee  and  said : 
"Tbe  obairman  aakid  me  ysiterday.  irbr  it  wu 


Weatsro  Unia 
tbauthatlmi 
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impuiT,  and  tbev  doe  lined  il." 
He  then  read  bis  eorreapondence  with  Mr. 
Orton,  the  president  of  tnat  company,  who 
declined  making  application  to  Congress  for 
tbe  monopoly  Mr.  Hubbard  now  asks  for,  and 
then  he  added: 

"Anotbcr  sofRHtlDD  in  raiiard  lo  tbat  i>  thlst 
Tbirt  are  vnrinns  propMilioD  eompaolci  at  pres- 

MiT'ii'll"'th8''wwt*ro*Un?on  t' 


eoipoTBton  of  this  bill.  Mr.  Woodbarr  ifavli. 
of  Uaioe,  r«nrM<at>  tho  IntsmBtioaal  Telsnaph 
OomfMy  ef  Maiae.  ft)  wbieh  the  bnithsr  &  At 


New  York, 

tbs  Paelfio 
althonsb  tbey  h 


Osnsral  (Wubbnm}  li  one  of  the  direoton.    Hr. 

and  PaciSo  TelVgrnph  ComBaDy,  wbich  ii  alio  one 

a  to  be  interted  in  the  bill, 
Franklin  TelesraDh  Com- 
ipal   teletripb   DompiinT, 

,_  ._., [erent  times  uaerted  tfl  me 

tboniht  bj  tbeie  oppiuiUan  oompaniei  that  it  wai 
beter.  and  tbe t  tbe^  nould  prefer  la  unite  ander 

nini  of  tbe  Wutern  Union  Telegraph  Companr." 
I  necessarily  infer  from  this  that  Mr.  Hub- 
bard is  tbe  representative  and  his  bill  the  plan 
of  escape  from  rain  of  opposition  companies. 
It  was  shown  by  Mr,  Huijbard  and  Mr.  Orton, 
and  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Palher,  tbat  all  or 
nearly  all  of  these  companies  were  iusolveot 
or  were  rapidly  becoming  so;  that  they  were 
in  process  of  absorption  b^  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph   Company,  which  has   attained  its 

S resent  proportions  and  power  by  breakicg 
OWQ  and  swallowing  up  one  weak  company 
after  another,  as  fast  as  it  coald  destroy  their 
business  and  make  their  lines  of  no  value. 
When  that  Is  dearly  understood — and  it  was 
shown  to  he  tme  beyond  ail  queidon — gentle- 
men will  readily  comprehend  that  Mr.  Hub- 
bard's scheme  is  only  a  desperate  effort  to 
save  these  stn^ling,  dying,  iosolvent  com- 
panies from  the  fate  of  all  the  others,  and  sub- 
sidise the  people  of  the  coootry  not  only  to 
his  friends  from  ruin,  but  to  make  their 


ment  to  buy  the  lines  at  rates  greatly  exceed- 
ing what  they  paid  for  tbem  when  money  was 
not  worth  sixty  per  cent,  of  wbst  it  is  no*.  I 
questioned  Mr.  HubbardoDthatsabjecL  Iread 
(he  questions  and  bis  answer.  (See  report, 
page  ISa  0 


"Mr.B 


Weshbura'a  plan  ii  adopted, 
..it  the  Weitorn  Dnion  Competij 
end  tbe  oihera   IoiIre  maner. 


repruduciug  them  in  tbo  ooniiltiou  they 
■bonlditalto  payeomethinf  for  the  tn 
tbe  oapacitr  thev  baie  lo  make  mom 
■boDld    pey  tbe  Weitem  Union  Compi 

B renter  than  tbe  nclaal  value  of  tbe  ms. 

by  (bem.  beeense  of  the  frsnebisu  bein(  vali 
upon  what  leruu  onstat  we  to  par  the  losias  aom- 

'''''ilr.,lIliBB»HD""'ffook  at  the  poiillon  of  tbeae 


lake^moneiT   If  we 

kteria]  uaed 


.nio!.  The  Fi 
trom  neie  ID  uotton,  aad  - 
Allantio  and  Paoiflo  Compai 
to  CbicocD.  witb  n  line  opi 
Ihrousb  to  tbe  Paoifla  oc< 
"--=*^ -,irl  Ailftntlo.  ratia  f 


inixl  within  a  hy  dai 


Paciflo  and  A 
more,  PiLUburg,  ( 
end  Memphia.  jua 


.........    _^     .  of  theBtookbolden  in  tleiio  com- 

Sfaln^,  10%'iJd'u'co  rate.,  aDd'°in"lhiirw;r 'Jo't^an 
iadireat  boneSt;  lecood.  in  the  eipeotalion  that  by 
and  by  tho  business  nill  increase  and  be  proatable. 
CombiDatioDi   have  been  proposed  to  oonaolidate 

compaor.  ''if  Ibis'la  done,  noarlj  three  quartcis'ol 
ell  the  nfflcD  as  xell  as  other  eipenaea  will  be 
aeved.  Ther  ore  begianiss  to  realise  a  beDcSt  from 
the  money  tW  hare  expeaded;  and  tbey  will  eak 
if  it  is  just  for  the  Ooyernmeat.  after  tbey  have 
borne  tho  harden  and  heat  of  the  day.  to  take  their 
property  at  the  aatual  coal,  «nd  deprive  them  of  tbe 
benefit  Ibey  were  about  to  reap.    If  they  bold  tbem 

I  3o'no"th';nk  Uwnuld'L^JMl  ft'tbe'aSver'nmTn'i 
Id  pay  aimnly  tbe  cost  nf  any  linea,  wiltio at  eatlmat- 
lof  tbe  value  of  the  franohise." 

Mr.  Palmbb,  in  his  report,  says : 
"  Nearly  one  hnndred  diSerant  oompaaies  have 

aooQ  failed,  and  their  propertyhu  i^onlribnted  to 
atrengiben  and  eoniolidate  tbe  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Comr—      '-"- -■--' '  "--" 


pete  where  aucoeaa 

the'£Bn^''^Vh?  VTc'te" 
The  opposition  miupaniea 


lole  for  felled  and  inBolient  t< 
None  of  in  competitors  are 
.raDld,and   'although  tt 


U^l!."  Te™era'Wm- 


Mr.  Hubbard  was  further  qoestioned  by  the 
chairmao  of  the  committee  and  myself  as  lo 
irbal  Bssnrancoe  this  compan/  could  give  the 


Govenmenl  that  they  wonld  e< 


>ald  be  ihe  faot.  t 


Ij  with  the 

I  con  Id  give 

nan   [pages 

fully  I  prefer 


It  tho  Qo'el 

bat  aurelv  Jiai  tbe  aovernment 


itely  lay  ia  neseasar*  ;  and 

'—■"'—'  ''■- 1  it  will  not 

I  will  admit 


,    Well,  air,  aa  Ii 

mand  a  balf  «an 
It  tbe  Oi 


.rifbttodo,  aton 
k  on  lb*  plan  of 


w  telefraph  tbey  woali 


■■Mr.WASHB 
■■Mr.IjDBB*aD~'iiot"h 


what  Uie  eoat  to 
wonld  oon- 


Whi 


"  Mr.  HsoK,  It  would  operate,  then.  In  this  way : 
that  if  tbe  rate  waa  fixed  at  tblrty-aeven  and  a  baif 
oenU.  and  tbe  people  wonld  Dotaonsantto  have  It 
raised,  then  tbe  peopla  of  tbe  eonntry  that  did  not 
use  the  telesrapb  would  have  to  be  taxed  tba  diffar- 
enoe  between  tbe  amonnt  flied  and  tbe  amount 
required  to  pay  tbe  eipeotu  in  order  to  keep  it 


"  Mr.  WaSHBUBii.  It  comes  to  thli:  if  yon  lost 
money  at  yoar  ratea,  yon  would  throw  It  up  and 
oomnel  the  Oovemment  to  take  it  offyoar  bandi. 

lose  monny  there  are  two  remedies:  Coogreei  may 
allon  as  lo  put  up  tbe  rates,  (which  he  bo*  joat  Bstd 


raat  length  of  time;  and 
Sw'itbit?"  '  "*    ' 

yonTunittiritdon'tpay. 

■ad  lea*  nnr  anUre  in  veat- 
B  dollars. 

lot  anderstand  tbat  Hr. 
iBceorhia  plao,  proposes 
a  United  Stiln  wilhopt 
ive  remark  of  hla  about 

"The  propoiltlon  of  Mr,  Uabbard.  reduced  lo 
plain  Ensliili,  Is  tbla:  'Help  rae  to  eatabliah  Mnea 
of  telegraph  that  I  may  transmit  dlapalobea  aire- 
doeed  bat  not  cbeap  rates.  Tbs  help  derived  from 
Ihe  Ootormient  will  give  tne  a  monopoly  of  tbe 
busineeaoftbecoantrr.  If  by  having  tbat  monop^ 
oly  I  can  make  money  eQual  to  earning  dirideoda 

pnt  into  the  ooDipany  at  IffiO  per  mile,  being  more 

under  my  bill,  the  Gorernment  hai  no  right  lo  pur- 
cbiae  or  take  from  me  under  five  yean,  aad  Iben 

Bdi,  or  br 


per  oent.  intareit  ajter  dadnetiDg  divideodi,  or  br 
paving  its  appraiaed  value  t'  and  aa  ha  r —  ■'-"  ■'-- 
true  erllenOD  Tor  an  appraisement  W..-.V.  —  .~. 
value  ofthe  property  di  a  means  of  eaiDing  noow, 

aaeeeii.  would  be  almoil  faljiiloaa. 

-' But  Buppoie  it  should  proveafailniv.  Mr.  Dub' 
bard's  company  will  have  in  their  conlrol  all  the 
linea  of  the  oouDtry.  Tbe  people,  be  laya.  once 
having  bad  a  bute  of  eheap  telegrapby,  would  never 

eountry  is  dependent  on  tbe  use  of  tho  telegraph. 
and  its  luapenilon  for  a  aingle  day  would  briog  lose 
and  diaaster  greater  than  tbe  entire  valae  of  lb* 
telegraph  lines.    Mr.  Habberd  sa.  '     - 

mont    'T.m  working  at  a  loaa.  an. 

entorpriaidg  and 
flea  himself  and 
lovemmoDtmusI 

ir  on  such  a  day  I 

aball  close  my  offieea,  diaebarge  mr  operaton.  and 

e.op  eipenaea  and  other  losees,  and  will  forfeit  the 
ond  oftlOCOOO  wbich  I  have  given  lo  perform  (ha 
requirements  of  my  telegraph  bfll.'  Il  Is  clear,  then, 
tbat  the  Qovernment   and   people  would  be  left 

final  reanlt  Is, 'Head!  Iwla.taitiycu  lose.'" 

I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with 
further  discussion  of  Ibis  so-called  Hubbard 
bill,  notwithstandiog  its  respectable  iodorse- 
meat.  If  bdv  change  has  to  be  made  in  the  pres- 
ent system,  let  it  ke  made  laiilj  and  boldij,  h 
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the  Inll  of  General  Wuhbam  propoHt,  aiid 
M  the  Poitmaiter  Qeneral  recommeDda.  Con- 
greSB  ought  Dot  to  grant  such  k  monopoly  Oi  is 
asked  b?  the  Hubbard  bill  to  anj  set  of  m»n, 

eapecially  to  a  set  of  men  who  are  merelj  seek- 
iog  to  get  clear  of  wortliless  property  at  exorbi- 
taot  rates,  and  irbo  do  not  even  profess  to  be 
able  to  furnish  any  sort  of  guaraotee  that  they 
will  perform  any  of  tba  stipnlatiooi  the;  con- 
tract to  fulfill.  The  passage  of  such  a  bill  would 
be  limply  an  outrage  on  evety  tax-payer  in  the 
land,  wbich,  under  ourpresentsystem  oftariSf 
taxation,  means  every  man,  woman,  and  child, 
white  and  black,  in  the  country. 

The  presenUtion  of  the  Hubbard  bill,  as  it 
was  called  in  committee,  and  is  in  fact,  he 
being  the  leading  and  managing  corporstor  in 
it  aod  advocate  of  it,  had  this  good  effect, 
however:  its  antagonism  with  the  bill  of  Gen- 
eral Washbarnn  brought  out  more  sharply  than 
would  have  otherwise  been  done  the  miscbiefs 
which  will  attend  the  adoption  of  that  scheme. 
AmoDg  other  things  Mr.  Hubbard  said,  (and  1 
agree  with  him,)  at  page  165  of  the  report: 

"  I  beliet*.  KDlkmsn.thal  aosreraleisminatlon 
of  ttia  subisot  will  ibow  you  thst  a  govgrnnianlal 
syilsm.  wiUi  a  UQiform  rate  of  tweatr-fivB  ctaU  for 
euih  Iclesram,  mult  inTolIe  Ibe  aovammanl  in  ui 

aUDual'lou  of  six  or  acrea  milliOD  dollank^  "* 

If  twenty  cents  is  to  be  the  rate  between  New 
York  and  San  Francisco.ns  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral suggests,  it  will  take  many  millions  more. 
Again,  Mr.  Hubbard  says  Id  bia  printed  cir- 

"Tha  G 


anlir'mi'lh 


mantsyatsm  enlanai 

""""tt^o^lru'Q" 
right  of  ■    ■ 


for  theb«D«fltDr  Iha 
id  oonfera  upon  (he  Poit 


uaed,  of  vhioh  manr 
uLiuDBiiiy,  aod  more  tba  aipcdl- 
.  ItsivegtbcPoatOfficaamoDop- 
u.  br  probibltlns  all  paraoni  from 
ig«  br  telatraph  for  bira." 

"  Under  tha  QovarDnieDt  Bntem,  Ulecrsmi  ean  be 
traDimiUKl  DnljF  from  poital  talagrapb  offioe*.  and 
raeeivcd  only  at  luob  oiBuea.  it  ipeoial  offloM  of 


tba    i 


a.  atook- board,  oatlla-: 


laoilitiei,  chanfa  in  tha  melbod  of  doinf  buiinan, 
and  introdaction  of  oficial  routina.  that  baa  pro- 
ducad  nearlr  all  Che  diSoultiaa  experianead  In  Ena- 
land  aiacB  the  transfer  of  tba  talairaph  to  tba  Poit 
OSgs  D«piLrtm«Dt." 

He  appends  the  following  table: 
UamMm  and  capitfii  0/  tand  Itlevrmth  oiTinKnw  in  tJu 

UniltdSlalt.. 
Vaatam  Union  Talascaph  Company,  oaipitsl  and 

debt _ iSlS.OCn.OOO 

AUantio  and  I'aciflo  Talecrapb  Oompanv, 

.  10.O0O.0M 


PaoiOo  and  Atlantio  Taleiraiih  Uompanr, 
InternntiooaJ  Xelecrapb  Campaoy,  eap- 


&Dd  Miaainippi'TelccraphCaiii- 
atarn  Tclagrspb  Company,  «api- 


Oraal  Weilaro  laleEraph  Com) 


2,000,0CD 

B.ooa.m 


Variaiia  o'lbai  companiea.  sapilal. l.OOaiOaO 

tT5,C<».0Q0 

Hr.  Palkbk,  tot  the  minoritj  of  the  com- 


mittee, in  his  report  in  favor  of  the  Hnbbard 
bill,  and  against  that  of  the  chairman,  Qeneral 
Washburn,  said,  (1  qnote  from  his  report:) 

Biialin*  lin"'at'an  a''p"au!^?aluB.  "iht  Bfltish 
Uovarnment  ba>o  recanllv  pnrchaiaJ  tba  linsi  in 
Great  Biilnio,  and  paid  for  th«m  a  sum  equal  to 
tneat/  timeg  the  net  profit  for  tbeyaar  endinc  June 


Eiasdom  Coi 


r  received  a  aain  t 
value  of  it 


or  flva  t 

DOll." 


I  presume  nobody  expects  that  we  will  be 
able  to  make  a  better  bargain  for  our  Onvem- 
mentthan  the  British  officials  madefbr  theirs, 
and  everybody  will  understand  what  Mr.  Hub- 
bard meant  and  expected  when  he  said,  while 
speaking  of  what  the  Government  oaght  to 
pay  for  the  lines  of  these  insolvent  companies : 
"  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  iuitfor  theOovem- 
ment  to  par  sioiplr  tba  ooat  of  any  Unea  without 
utimalinf  the  valae  of  tha  franohiie." 

He  clearly  expects,  not  without  reason,  that 
this  Government  woqld  do  at  least  as  well  by 
the  Franklin  and  other  insolvent  companies  as 
Great  Britain  did  by  the  United  Kingdom  Com- 

Rny,  so  that  he  did  not  overestimate  when 
said  the  lines  would  cost  the  Government 
$60,0{)0,000.  And  no  man  can  tell  what  the 
new  lines,  both  of  poles  and  wires,  would  cost, 
which  would  be  rendered  oeceBsary  to  trans- 
act Ibe  large  additional  business  which  the 
diminished  rates  would  throw  upon  them.  Of 
coarae,  the  Government  woaldgel  the  lines  in 
bad  repair.  Our  people  are  no  more  honest 
in  their  dealings  with  toe  Govern  laeottban  the 
Bnglisb  people  are.  Human  nature  is  very 
much  the  same  everywhere,  and  it  was  found 
there  when  the  Government  took  possession 
on  the  1st  day  of  February,  ISTO,  that  for  nine- 
teen monlhs^tbat  is,  from  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1808,  when  the  valuation  was  fixed — no 
repairs  or  improvement  of  any  sort  bad  been 
made  ia  wires,  poles,  instruments,  or  anything 
else  beyond  what  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
keep  them  in  working  order,  and  most  of 
them  broke  down  at  once  under  tbe  pressure 
of  business  under  the  decreased  Qovernmeat 
tariff.  Of  course,  the  some  thing  would  hap- 
pen here. 

Again,  Hr.  Fujhh  says,  in  his  report : 
"Tba  Unll^SMlMbave  about  five  thoDiandlela- 
--' ^v«D  thousand  amployfi,    -' "- 


in  millioi 


undred  til 


annaallr.    Under  the  Qora 
haudred  sod  fifU'^thaosand  milea 


undm 


plan 


red  only  for  laffloianl  1 
a  all  promationa  muit 
mediataly  below  that 


He  says  tmly- 

■'That  private  _^ 

prop ernstralat, Dan  performi 


irpriso,  wben   placed   undei 


"A  governmental  telorraph  oould  be  used  for 
political  pDrpoaea—tbrouibitsarmyorofflce-bolden. 
and  the  faoilily  of  onm,  Tl.  wLrea.    Tba  temptation 


n  harmany  with  the  prlaoiplos  of  arbitrary  and 
nonsrohicftl  goiernmenta.  it  ia  opposed  to  our 
natitutiona.  Oar  liaveramaDt  doea  tba  laait 
iirongb   official    acaneiea.  tbe   moat    through  tbe 

er  Qeneral  to  'oaaaa  mauacea  to  be  traniuiitted 
d  the  neitspaper  prau  atauoii  rslei  u  ha  may  de- 
.ermlua.'    II  ttaarafora  lives  bim  control  over  the 

And  he  shows  that  all  these  evils  and  dan- 


gers will  be  fi 

annual  cost  to 

who  do  not  use  it  as  those  who  do,  of  from 

eight  to  ten  million  dollarsa  year,  independent 

of  ibe  original  cost  of  purchasing  tbe  lines. 

I  tbink  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that,  while 
the  chairman  of  Ibe  late  committee  (General 
Washburn)  has  shown  conclusively  in  his 
report  that  the  scheme  known  as  the  poMal 
system  will  accomplish  nolliing,  and  ia,  as  I 
believe,  merely  a  device  to  save  a  fewinaolveot 
companies  from  bankruptcy  at  the  expense 
of  the  people,  the  gentleman  froni  Iowa  [Hr. 
Falneh]  has  made  it  equally  clear  in  his  re- 
port in  behalf  of  that  bill,  that  the  propositioa 
to  lake  absolute  control  of  tbe  whole  ajtu 
directly  by  the  Govern  mi">'  >•  •  P^mlni^'"  K 


a  Pandora  a  box 


fraught  with  evil,  and  evil  only.  I  agreed  with 
both  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  schentea  tbey 
oppose,  and  with  neither  in  the  viewa  thsj 
entertain  in  behalf  of  their  own  plan. 

Mr.  Speaker,  tbe  House  must  not  be  mis- 
led, nor  make  the  mistake  I  did  at  firat  iu 
regard  to  the  working  of  the^jovemmental  td- 
egraphic  system  on  Ibe  continent  of  Europe, 
and  suppose  that  it  is  operated  thore  eo  eco- 
nomically, cheaply,  and  profitably  aa  lo  make 
us  seiie  upon  it  as  a  good  investment  for  the 
people  of  this  country.  The  tel(^r»ph  is 
operated  on  Ibe  continent  of  Europe  at  aa 
aunual  loss  of  about  fonr  million  dollars, 
according  to  Mr.  Orton's  statement;  others,  I 
believe,  make  k  a  little  less;  and  while  most 
of  the  countries  have  reduced  their  rates  in 
the  last  few  years,  they  bave  sources  of  rev- 
enue which  tbe  United  States,  from  the  extent 
of  our  territory  and  the  &ct  that  we  are  not 
contiguous  to  anv  other  conunercial  conutt? 
over  which  our  lines  pass,  can  never  have- 
Take,  for  example,  Belgiuta,  where  tba  tel- 
egraph system  is  better  managed  than  il  is 
any  where  else  in  Europe.  There  the  charg«  per 
message  of  twenty  words,  which  inclndea  dale, 
address,  and  signature,  and  is  about  eqnal  10 
onr  diapatcb  of  ten  words,  incladiog  these 
things,  IS  ten  cenU,  or  one  half  a  franc  The 
average   cost  of   sending   message*   there  is 

teen  and  one  half  cents;    and  yet  Bel- 

aboat  manages  to  make  the  telegiaph 
its  expenses.     The  following  ezami nation 
shows  how  it  ia  done; 


iDd  B  fraotion,  and  j» 
in  try    like  BeUiaM. 


a; 


"  M^.  HuBBlsn.  Tha  rale  of 
messssei,  that  it,  from  one  to 
the  territory  of  Beliium,  is  tei) 
-Mr.Bscs.  AnJtbittheai 
a  metjue  In  Belgiaia  wai  1T.4E 
-'MrTllDBBiED.  Ye«,air:  ii 
"Ur.BscK.  Yetattheiam 
in  Belgium  paid  iU  own  aipan 
"Ur.UnsBABP.  Y*t.air:  I 
"  Ur.  Bici.  I  do  not  qDita 
the  Intemational  messocei,  a 

tea  oenti  and  leventeen  eenU  ■ 

"Hr.QnBSABD.  TherBssoaia.  i 

glum  gate  a  ftvna.  They  eatimal 
mawSfeat  ibouta  quarter  parte 
on  that  menage  they  make  Uireeq 


Ir.  Oax 


1  Bmuali  what  would  be  Iha 

idoDotknowaiaetlr.    Belaian 

!iBtbolariff.  From  Paris  to  fial- 
fferent route*.  Tberated^Mad* 
■  aaaL  Tie 
direct 


preaumption  is  that  it  alwayi  coaa  by  the  most  din 
route,  uud  at  tbe  loweit  rata:  hot. in  tbe  eventofi— 
interruption  of  that  line,  it  would  go  by  another 
loiite.    The  loweiC  rale  ii  three  francs— sixty  sanlL 

"Hr.  W>9UBnaN.  But  yon  eao  sand  bom  Paris 
10  the  BElsiura  frontier  for  one  franc. 

"Mr.OsToN.  Yon  ean  lend  fromone  part  of  Frue* 
to  iioy  Dtber  part  of  Franee  for  one  fnno  t  but  Ihta 
tba  Freoch  tide  of  the  frootier  over  the  border.  US 
miles,  it  would  betbreefranei.    I  bafea  littafEoro- 


e  Ha«ne 


3ilBa.andtheCbeI 


riffle  froi 


plained.  The  lowest  tariff  ia  elchty  cents,  told :  it 
may  be  tl  10.  And  lo  with  tha  othar  TBtas  sOB- 
prieed  in  this  lisL'^ 

Ur.    Orton  forniahed   a  list  of   BnnfMan 
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charges  from  stations  in  France  to  other  Earo- 
pean  countries,  giving  the  distances.  I  do  not 
see  that  thej  are  any  cheaper  than  the  same 


senrice  is  performed  in  this  country,  and  in 
many  instances  they  are  much  higher. 
The  list  is  as  follows : 


TabU  of  UUgraphie  toUa  between  stations  in  France  and  other  European  countries. 


BtatioDi. 


•»•■»><—••■•■■•»»••—•••—*•»•■ 
**••••«•••••••••••••••••••• 


Prom— 
Tonloo  ...MMM.. 
Cberbonrf....»M«... 
Nice J. 

XV  100  ••••••••••*•••••••••••«••••««••••• 

OLTttoOiiry  >*•»—♦••—••••••••••— •*• 

Bayonne ».. 

Calais 

Met! « .... 

Cambray » 

Strasburg 

Met» 

Oambray 

BesaD^on.. 

Nice 

Calais 

Perpiffnan 

Marseilles , 

Calais 

8trasbarff. 
Strasburg.. 

Lyons 

Bayonne.... 


•*•••• •••••• 


•••••••«•••••• #•«••••••••«•••«••••«••• 


•»•••—•>•»•■•—»•»—•—  •••••*••••••••• 


»■■<>>••••••••• ••• 


Stations. 


»•*•>••»— 


>•••••••••«*••••••  •• 


••«••«••••*••••••••• 


To- 

Rome 

Channel  Islands^...* 

Geneya 

Kalise 

8araff  ossa ...... 

The  Hague. 
Luxemburg 
Colof  oe ...... 

Munich ...... 

Dresden...... 

Brussels............. 

\/Ou0UittOO««»**«*««  ••••••«••  •••«••• 

Copenhagen „ 

Algiers ....m.... 

AieiSlUgvOrg......  n.... a. ........ 

Msjoroa »»•...... 

Brussels.... 

Stuttgardt......... 

Carlsruhe ... 
Geneya....„.. 

Bragansa..... 


Bistanee  In 
air  line. 


Milet, 
310 

90 
600 

80 
490 
UO 
120 

90 
140 
160 
920 

60 
140 
100 
610 
380 
520 
250 

90 
190 

60 

40 

62 
250 


Tariff  for  twenty  words, 
address  and  signature 
charged  for. 


2  20 
2  00 
2  40 


He  also  giTcs  the  charges  in  1870  between 
New  York  and  a  nnmber  of  principal  cities  in 
the  United  States,  as  follows.  (See  page  108, 
which  also  shows  the  reduction  bere  since  1852:) 

DUtano9  Tanffin  Tariffim 

in  milf.  1852.  1870. 
From  New  York  to— 

Louisville ».  TOO  11  96  |0  76 

Wheeling 400  1  35  90 

Pittsburg «.,  330  1  15  25 

Chicago  750  2  06  1 00 

Cincinnati^ 600  1  00  60 

Buffalo 300  75  60 

Baliimore 200  70.  85 

Boston 195  30  .  90 

Milwaukee 760  6  25  1  10 

Galena 1,400  2  35  1  20 

Memphis -2,000  2  85  1  25 

7.626         117  60       17  60 

When  the  shortness  of  the  distances  in 
European  countries,  as  compared  with  onrs,  is 
considered ;  when  it  is  recollected  that  they  do 
not  pay  their  employes  on  an  average  more 
than  from  one  third  to  one  half  as  much  as  we 
have  to  pay  ours,  and  when  we  recollect  fur- 
ther that  the  great  mass  of  the  telegraphic 
communication  everywhere  are  along  the  lines 
of  railroads,  all  of  which  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  are  monopolized  and  controlled  by  the 
Oovemments,  while  ours  are  all  in  private 
handS|  they  being  thos  enabled  to  cause  the 
same  official  to  perform  telegraphic  and  other 
duties  on  the  lines  without  additional  cost,  it 
will  be  readily  seen  how  and  why  they  can  and 
ought  to  manage  their  lines  more  cheaply  than 
we  can  or  would  if  Government  took  control 
of  them.  If  Mr.  Palmer  is  correct  when  he 
says  in  his  report  that  twenty-five  thousand 
additional  officials  would  be  required  to  man- 
age this  business,  the  cost  would  be  for  waees 
alone  not  less  than  $25,000,000  a  year.  We 
pay  ordinary  messenger  boys  in  the  Depart- 
ments now  $840  a  year,  female  copyists  $900, 
and  ihe  lowest  and  cheapest  grade  of  male 
clerks,  for  not  over  six  hours'  work,  per  day, 
$1,200;  and  it  is  fair  to  assume  the  average 
annual  wages  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  tele- 
graphic employes  would  not  be  less  than  $1,000 
each. 

I  believe  the  annual  deficit  which  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  would  have  to  make  up 
to  sapport  the  governmental  system  as  pro- 
posed in  the  bul  urged  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  being  really  that  of  General  Wash- 
bum,  would  greatly  exceed  the  estimate  of 
Mr.  Hubbard  or  Mr.  Palmer.  On  page  154 
of  the  report  Mr.  Hubbard  said,  in  answer  to  a 
question : 

"  I  do  not  think  you  can  buy  the  ezitting  lines  for 
len  than  $^000,000:  new  lines  for  the  new  buiia 


will  oost  nearly  as  much;  provision  mutt  alto  be 
made  for  twenty  per  cent,  increaie  of  new  lines  every 
year.  Interest  on  the  oost  of  these  lines  and  exten- 
sion and  loss  on  the  business  would  make  the  total 
not  less  than  eight  or  ten  million  dollars  a  year. 
I  do  not  believe  the  country  would  assome  an  annual 
deficiency  of  $8,000,000  for  the  benefit  of  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  people,  the  entire  number 
that  would  use  the  telegraph  under  the  cheapest 
rates."       •••••••• 

**  Mr.  Wabhburit.  Bat  would  the  public  be  willing 
to  make  up  the  deficiency,  as  in  the  ease  of  the  re- 
daction of  letter  postage? 

"Mr.  Hubbard.  The  two  cases  are  entirely  unlike. 
Rowland  Hill  showed  to  the  oommunity  that  the 
*  actual  cost  of  transportation  fh>m  London  to  Bdin- 
burg  was  only  one  thirty-sixth  of  a  penny,  and  this 
was  the  average  of  all  letters  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.' " 

The  last  remark  of  Mr.  Hubbard  calls  up  a 
fact  not  to  be  overlooked.  Ghentlemen  are 
too  apt  to  assume  that  the  increased  number 
of  messages  which  would  be  sent  under  the 
cheaper  rates  would  greatly  increase  the  reve- 
nue and  compensate  for  the  reduction  of 
charges,  as  in  the  case  of  cheap  postage  on 
letters.  That  is  not  the  fact.  The  wires  have 
a  limited  capacity,  only  one  message  can  go 
over  the  same  wire  at  a  time,  and  whenever 
an  increase  of  business  renders  it  necessary, 
additional  wires  and  ofVen  additional  poles 
have  to  be  erected.  The  experience  all  over 
Europe  and  in  America,  as  shown  by  Mr. 
Orton  in  detail,  on  page  12  of  the  report,  is 
that  an  increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent, 
in  business  increases  the  expenses  from  eighty 
to  ninety  per  cent.  While  the  other  gentlemen 
make  it  less,  they  seem  to  concede  that  the 
expenses  are  increased  from  fifly  to  sixty  per 
cent.  Not  so  in  the  transportation  of  mail 
matter;  it  makes  very  little  difference  to  a 
stage-coach,  and  especially  to  a  railroad  train, 
whether  Uie  mail-bags  contain  one  or  ten  thou- 
sand letters,  while  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  are  increased  tenfold  if  ten 
thousand  instead  of  one  thousand  are  sent. 
While,  as  Rowland  Hill  showed  and  proved, 
when  urging  the  penny  postage,  a  letter  could 
be  and  was  being  transported  four  hundred 
miles  at  a  cost  to  the  Government  of  one 
thirtv-sixth  of  a  penny,  it  is  equally  true,  and 
as  clearly  proved  by  the  experience  even  of 
Belgium — and  I  take  Belgium  because  she  is 
held  up  as  the  model  in  the  economical  man- 
agement of  the  telegraph — ^that  a  message  can  • 
not  be  sent  on  an  average  of  fifty  miles  tor  less 
than  seventeen  and  a  half  cents,  and  that  an 
increase  in  business  necessarily  produces  a 
proportionate  increase  of  expenses;  so  that 
any  comparison  between  ordinary  letter-post- 
age and  telegraphic  messages  is  a  delusion 
gentlemen  need  not  indulge  in,  as  I  confess  I 
id  when  the  sabject  was  fiat  presented  to  me* 


It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  are  many 
features  of  our  telegraphic  system,  peculiar  to 
American  habits,  customs,  and  mode  of  trans- 
acting business,  which  have  grown  up  alonff 
with  It,  and  have  become  an  essential  part  of 
it,  which  would  necessarily  be  destroyed  by 
the  governmental  system,  under  which  a  Gov- 
ernment official  Is  required  to  transact  and 
superintend  all  business,  and  transmit  all  dis- 
patches in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received 
at  his  office.  lallude  to  the  commercial  news 
bureau,  the  dispatches  of  bankers  and  brokers, 
the  dispatches  to  different  press  associations, 
and  other  special  interests,  which  are  accommo- 
dated and  arranged  with  in  a  variety  of  ways 
without  material  detriment  to  the  general  pub- 
lic, and,  so  far  as  market  and  other  news  is 
concerned,  greatly  to  their  advantage.  For 
example,  instruments  and  connecting  ^ires 
are  kept  in  gold-rooms,  stock  and  other  boards, 
and  in  the  i)rivate  offices  of  bankers  and  bro- 
kers, hy  which  business  is  greatly  expedited 
and  &cilitated.  Mr.  Palmer,  in  hts  report, 
speaking  of  these  interests,  says : 

'*  It  is  essential  for  the  business  interests  of  the 
oountry  that  the  reports  of  the  commercial  bureau, 
and  the  telegrams  of  bankers,  brokers,  and  cotton 
dealers,  should  be  sent  as  they  now  are. 

**  Telegrams  relating  to  sickness,  death,  and  trans- 
actions re<iuiring  dispatch,  should  also  have  priority 
of  transmission,  while  many  social  and  business  mes- 
sages, especially  between  distant  points,  can  be 
transmitted,  with  ordinary  dispatch,  as  well  by  night 
as  by  day." 

The  plan  of  the  Postmaster  General,  pre- 
sented by  General  Washburn,  not  only  does 
not  propose  to  send  those  dispatches  as  they 
are  now  sent,  or  allow  the  present  facilities 
to  exist,  but  he  makes  their  existence  and  the 
preferences  given  to  them  the  ground  of  special 
complaint  and  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for 
assuming  governmental  control  of  the  system. 
Nearly  all  these  things  are  purely  American. 
Mr.  Hubbard,  who  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
In  Europe  investigating  the  whole  subject,  tells 
us  that  our  system  of  operating  through  com- 
mercial bureaus,  bankers,  brokers,  and  others, 
at  points  distant  from  each  other,  and  buying 
ana  selling  on  market  reports,  is  almost,  if  not 
wholly,  unknown  in  Europe,  especially  on  the 
Continent. 

I  can  see  no  good  reason  why  all  this  should 
be  overthrown.  I  know  it  is  alleged  that  mar- 
kets may  be  controlled,  news  withheld,  and 
false  reports  circulated  to  affect  markets  and 
prices  tor  the  benefit  of  private  parties,  espe- 
cially in  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations 
in  times  of  war,  or  feverish  excitement  in  money 
or  produce,  under  the  present  system.  That  may 
be  true,  bnt  it  will  be  equally  true  under  gov- 
ernmental management,  unless  it  is  assumed, 
which  it  can  hardly  be  on  anj  known  facts  or 
past  experiences,  especially  in  our  post  office 
and  internal  revenue  service,  that  Government 
employes  are  more  honest  or  are  likely  to  be 
more  carefully  selected  with  a  view  of  integrity 
or  special  Qualifications  for  the  required  ser- 
vice than  tne  agents  or  employes  of  private 
individuals  or  corporations.  I  think  the  re- 
verse is  true,  and  that  every  eentleman  in  the 
House  knows  it.  But  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  suppress  or  prevent  information  of  any  im- 
portance, even  if  operators  are  so  disposed,  if 
any  telegrams  are  allowed  to  pass  over  the 
lines. 

In  the  struggle  to  make  money  and  obtain 
advantages  men  are  very  fruitful  in  resources. 
Many  of  the  important  dispatches  are  in  cipher, 
or  in  letters  or  figures  which  none  but  the 
holder  of  the  key  can  possibly  understand, 
and  the  simplest  statement,  such  as,  '*  I  sail 
for  America  to-morrow,*'  or  **My  family  are 
all  well,*'  may  mean  "War  is  declared,"  or 
**  Buy  for  me  wheat,  stocks,  or  bonds ;''  and  no 
operator  can  by  any  possibility  guess  at  the 
true  meaning  of  the  words  used,  as  between 
the  parties  using  them.  I  regard  the  fact  that 
so  little  of  that  sort  of  fraud  has  been  perpe- 
trated or  attempted  in  the  past  as  the  highest 
evidence  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  future.  The 
intereft  of  the  owners  of  the  lines  would  bo 
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iDJured  by  it ;  and  that  is  an  answer  to  all 
anticipated  danger  on  that  score.  I  believe  it 
is  not  asserted  that  up  to  this  time  any  serious 
ground  of  complaint  has  ever  existed.  One 
of  the  principal  reasons  nr^ed  in  England  for 
a  change  in  their  system  is  thus  set  forth  by 
General  Washburn,  on  page  6  of  his  report : 

**  Bat  DOtwithstanding  the  moderate  oharm  of  the 
British  telegraph  u  compared  with  oars,  the  idea  of 
taking  pdssession  of  itby  theOoTemment  and  oper- 
ating it  in  oonneetion  with  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment had  long  been  entertained  there  by  many 
persons  well  informed  in  telegrajphy,  and  finally  the 
chambers  of  commerce  of  thirty  prominent  cities 
of  the  kingdom  memorialised  the  House  of  Commons 
in  favor  of  the  measure. 

**  This  memorial  set  forth  that  the  petitioners  hod 
'reason  to  complain  not  only  of  the  high  rates 
charged  by  the  existing  companies  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  messages,  of  frequent  and  Yczatious  delays 
in  the  delivery,  and  of  their  inaccurate  rendering, 
but  that  many  important  towns,  and  even  whole 
districts,  are  unsupplied  with  the  means  of  tele- 
graphio  communication.' " 

He  shows  further,  on  page  8,  that  the  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  on  moving  for  leave 
to  introduce  the  billbefore  Parliament,  among 
other  things,  said : 

**  Our  present  system  did  not  give  satisfaction  to 
the  commercial  world.  Lastyenr  a  deputation  from 
the  associated  chambers  of  commerce  waited  upon 
the  postmaster  general  and  himself  at  the  treasury 
to  present  a  memorial  upon  this  subject,  and  they 
bad  also  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons.  They 
complained  of  the  high  rates,  vexatious  delays,  the 
inaccurate  rendering  of  me^tsages,  and  the  absence 
of  telegraphic  communication  in  whole  districts." 

Doubtless  these  memorials  and  that  state  of 
fact  had  much  to  do  with  the  change  of  system 
there.  Nothing  of  that  sort  exists  here.  No 
chamber  of  commerce,  no  board  of  trade,  no 
hodj  of  men,  no  individual,  as  far  as  I  am 
advised,  has  ever  presented  a  memorial  or 
petition  to  Congress  or  any  committee  of  it, 
making  any  complaint  or  asking  any  change 
in  our  system.  Surely  it  will  be  time  enough, 
when  well-founded  public  clamor  is  raised^  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  making  the  radical 
change  now  proposed.  Until  that  state  of  case 
is  developed,  we  certaiuly  ought  not  to  tax 
an  already  tax-burdened  people  an  additional 
$C0,000,()()0,  and  an  anoual  sum  thereafter 
of  not  less  than  $10,000,000,  to  relieve  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  peo- 
ple now  using  the  telegraph,  none  of  wnom 
complain,  ask  relief,  or  object  to  paying  the 
charges  now  imposed  upon  them  for  the  use 
of  it. 

It  will  be  observed,  by  an  examination  of 
the  law  of  June  24,  1866,  (see  Statutes-at- 
Large,  vol.  14,  page  221,)  under  the  provision 
of  which  the  present  bill  of  the  late  chairman 
was  framed,  (under  what  law  the  substitute 
of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Palmer] 
was  framed,  I  do  not  know,)  that  the  Qovern* 
ment  cannot  possibly  lose  any  of  its  existing 
rights,  or  be  prejudiced  in  any  manner  by  dela^. 
The  right  to  purchase  on  the  terms  therein 
speciBed  exists  for  all  time.  All  the  compa- 
nies now  existing  have  signed  the  contract. 
Time  may  develop  evils  not  now  existing.  We 
will  never  be  more  in  debt  and  less  able  to 
contract  new  debts  than  we  are  now,  I  hope. 
The  parties  interested  are  not  complaining, 
and  every  right  and  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  fully  protected. 

Section  two  of  the  act  gives  priority  over 
all  other  business  now,  at  such  rates  as  the 
Postmaster  General  may  annually  fix,  to  all 
the  Departments  of  the  Government,  their 
officers  and  agents,  over  all  the  lines  of  all 
the  companies. 

Section  three  provides  that  the  rights  and 
privileges  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  trans- 
ferred by  any  company  acting  under  this  act  to 
any  other  corporation,  association,  or  person ; 
provided,  however,  that  the  United  States  may 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  five  years 
from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  for 
postal,  military,  or  other  purposes,  purchase 
all  the  telegrapn  lines,  property,  and  the  effects 
of  any  or  all  of  said  companies  at  an  appraised 
value,  to  be  ascertained  by  five  competent  and 
diainterested  pergons,  two  of  whom  shall  bo 


selected  by  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  two  by  the  company  interested,  and 
one  by  the  four  so  previously  selected. 

I  do  not  think  the  bill  before  the  select  com- 
mittee even  approached  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  that  law.  It  undertook  to  determine 
in  advance  the  basis  of  value,  in  which  the 
value  of  the  franchises  granted  hj  the  several 
States,  and  the,  it  msj  be,  certain  future  in- 
crease in  value  of  the  lines  are  ignored ;  it  did 
not  bind  the  Government,  while  it  did  bind 
the  companies  to  abide  by  the  valuation  of  the 
appraisers ;  it  expressly  resubmits  the  whole 
subject  to  Congress  after  the  price  is  fixed,  to 
accept  if  we  have  obtained  the  advantage,  and 
to  reject  if  we  have  not ;  while  the  companies 
have  no  such  right,  and  are  not  allowed  even 
to  suggest  the  basis  of  valuation.  Snch  a 
proposition  between  private  individuals  would 
not  be  considered  for  a  moment.  We  can 
only  carry  out  the  law  of  1866,  according  to 
its  true  intent  and  meaning,  by  passing  an  act 
binding  the  Governinent  to  take  the  property 
and  pay  for  it,  according  to  the  decision  of 
the  appraisers  appointed  in  accordance  with 
its  provisions,  taking  the  same  chances  as  the 
companies  do  as  to  whether  that  may  be  high 
or  low,  without  dictating  to  them  in  advance 
how  they  shall  proceed  to  out  down  the  value 
of  the  property.  Any  other  course  would  be 
justly  liable  to  the  stiema  which  General 
Washburn  put  upon  Mr.  Hubbard's  scheme  as 
being  a  game  of  ''heads  I  win,  tails  you  lose.'* 

Of  course,  the  rejection  by  Congress  of  the 
appraisement  would  be  a  distinct  order  to 
any  other  appraisers  to  put  down  the  price 
to  such  a  point  as  Congress  might  indicate, 
which  is  simply  equivalent  to  taking  the  prop- 
erty of  these  companies  at  anything  Congress 
may  see  fit  to  give  them,  which  I  consider  an 
unjustifiable  proceeding,  to  use  the  mildest 
possible  term.  Government  cannot  afford  to 
DO  unjust,  or  take  advantage  of  its  citizens  in 
contracts  for  property  which  it  would  not 
allow  one  citizen  to  take  in  his  dealings  with 
another,  and  surely  no  gentleman  here  would 
pass  such  a  bill  as  this,  to  carry  out  a  law  like 
that  of  1866,  if  the  transaction  was  between 
two  or  more  citizens  in  regard  to  private  rights. 

But  I  must  hurry  on;  I  have  no  time  in 
which  to  argue  such  a  question  as  this.  I  can 
only  make  suggestions,  each  member  for  him- 
self must  supply  the  argument.  The  reports  and 
documents  alone,  as  you  know,  extend  over 
one  hundred  and  eighty  closely- printed  pages, 
which  makes  a  detailed  argument  in  an  hour 
impossible.  Another  and  a  very  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  governmental  system  is  the  utter 
impossibility  of  controlling  it  along  the  great 
lines  of  railroads  which  now  ramify  and  are 
constantly  extending  over  every  part  of  the 
continent.  The  railway  mileage  ot  the  United 
States  now  exceeds  fifty  thousand  miles,  along 
all  of  which  the  telegraph  lines  are  extended 
and  connected;  our  telegraphic  mileage  of 
poles  or  line  is  seventy- five  thousand  miles, 
and  of  wire  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand,  most  of  the  increase  of  mileage 
wire  over  line  being  along  the  great  railroads ; 
so  that  at  least  two  thirds,  if  not  three  fourths 
of  our  telegraphic  communication  are  connected 
with  if  not  directly  controlled  by  our  railroad 
system.  All  our  railroad  trains  are  more  or 
less  run  and  directed  by  telegraphic  informa- 
tion and  orders,  so  that  a  well-regulated  tele- 
graph system  has  become  an  indispensable 
part  of  all  railroad  operations. 

I  do  not  suppose  even  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, under  the  Government  system,  proposes 
to  deprive  the  railroads  of  the  use  ofthe  tele- 
graph, or  to  take  control  by  Government  offi- 
cials of  tho  stations  on  the  roads,  and  direct 
the  communications  necessary  to  govern  the 
running  of  the  trains  or  the  ordinary  business 
ofthe  company. 

The  bill  heretofore  presented  only  prohibits 
the  transmission  of  messages  for  pay.  In  that 
state  of  case.  I  would  like  to  know  how  the 
maoh-bofMtod  looreoy  which  istoproTail  under 


the^  new  governmental  system  is  to  beenfbtttd 
along  all  the  great  lines  of  railroad.  Our  opo- 
ators  all  read  and  write  out  these  ditpatcha 
phonograph! cally.  In  that  regard  they  are 
greatly  in  advance  of  European  operatois,  u 
all  the  proof  shows.  Every  railroad  op«- 
ator  knows  as  well  what  is  said,  by  the  did 
of  the  instrument  at  his  station,  as  the  gor- 
em  ment  officials  do  at  either  end,  and  so  be 
does  not  charge  for  it  he  can  tell  the  offieiali 
of  his  company  and  anybody  else,  orallj  or  by 
dispatch,  all  ne  learns  then  as  well  as  dov. 
He  has  only  to  write,  if  he  commanicates  by 
dispatch,  in  cipher,  in  figures,  or  in  terai 
previously  agreed  on,  and  every  importiDt 
piece  of  information  is  made  public  at  ooce, 
and  it  cannot  be  prevented  whenever  a  wire 
touches  a  railroad  station. 

Again  ^  as  at  present  organized,  all  our  tde* 
graph  companies  are  operating  under  charters 
from  the  different  States ;  hold  their  franehiKs, 
lands,  and  other  property  subject  to  Stite 
licenses  and  State  taxation,  the  western  Uaioa 
alone,  as  Mr.  Ortontestifiea,  paying  for  Feder&l 
and  State  taxes  the  interest  on  $1,000,000  of 
its  capital  annually.  If  the  Government,  iind» 
the  act  of  July  24,  1866,  purchases  the  tele- 
graph lines,  it  must  hold  them  upon  the  same 
terms,  under  the  same  franchises,  and  eabjeci 
to  the  same  control  by  the  States,  as  the  pres- 
ent companies  do.  What  lands,  houses,  and 
other  property,  real  or  personal,  these  com- 
panies hold  or  own,  and  nnder  what  eontracti 
or  upon  what  conditions  they  are  held,  I 
presume  no  member  of  this  House  knows;  I 
certainly  do  not  The  act  of  July  24,  1866, 
allowed  each  company  to  acquire  and  hold  fortj 
acres  of  land  at  each  station,  fifteen  mUeifraffl 
another  station,  in  all  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States ;  and  they  doubtless  exerdied 
their  privil^e,  and  some  of  them  probabljare 
extensive  landholders  in  the  various  States  of 
the  Union,  now,  under  their  charters. 

The  United  States  will,  of  course,  by  theinv- 
chase  proposed,  become  the  owner  of  alltbe 
property,  real  or  personal,  now  owned  by  these 
companies ;  and  it  becomes  a  question  wortbj 
ofthe  serious  consideration  of  Congress,  bov 
far  the  United  States  has  the  right  thus  to  be- 
come the  owner  and  holder  of,  it  may  be,  lar|» 
quantities  of  real  estate  in  the  several  8tftto 
for  the  purposes  provided  in  this  bill  1  koov 
of  no  constitutional  warrant  for  thus  acqairiog 
and  holding  real  estate  by  the  United  States 
in  the  several  States,  the  only  provision  on  that 
subject  being  that  Congress  has  power  to  exer 
cise  exclusive  legislation  "  over  all  places  par* 
chased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  tbs 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards, 
and  other  needful  buildings. '* 

The  proposed  purchase,  or  seizure— call  it 
what  you  will — does  not  come  within  any  of 
the  objects  mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  nor 
is  it  by  proper  and  necessary  implication,  con- 
nectea  with  them.  I  am  unable,  therefore,  to 
see  by  what  authority  Congress  can  interfere 
with  the  riffht  of  eminent  domain  in  the  States, 
believing  that  our  action  must  be  in  accord- 
ance witn  some  constitutional  provision }  but 
I  have  no  time  to  argue  or  elaborate  that  prop- 
osition. I  merely  throw  out  the  suggestion  ot 
difficulty  in  that  matter,  adopting  the  foUo*' 
ing  extract  from  the  report  of  CommUtej  oj 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  Fortets 
Congress : 

The  ricbt  of  Oonsrets  under  tha  Oonstita^ 


isxoept  in  tne  oa»e  or  tne  iMBkof  tne  V  t"  mmiv 
and  the  preeent  avstem  of  national  baakiof  s>kJ^ 
tions,  both  of  which  were  established  ai  a  P«^.^ 


the  fiscal  system  of  the  country,  and  from  bjow"j 
purely  of  a  public  nature,  the  oomnaittee  »r»  »  i 
aware  that  Conffress  has  ever  granted  any  ctisn« 
incorporation,  or  by  a  Koneral  law  ft"thonwa 
establishment  of  Joint  stock  corporations,  exw*  "• 
the  District  of  Columbia.  «#  tha 

:'  Their  refusal  to  do  so,  in  the  recent  ctM«w; 
National  Telegraph  Company,  is  a  sirmflcsni  »»»Ji 
tration  of  their  policy  in  this  regaidTwhi^  J«  "JJ 
in  that  case  ia  eqaally  applicable  lBUTiS*rti* 
tlOiif  iHoiaUy  sen^i  Ite  is  the  Vad«tliB^^ 
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mentr— fome  lefiilaiion  of  a  diitinot  and  exolosiye 
obaraeter,  whioh  shall  give  prestige  to  ibis  corpora- 
tion, and  enable  it  to  become  a  profitable  specula- 
tion  in  the  haods  of  its  promoters.    So  far  as  it  re- 
spooU  the  right  to  enter  upon  post  roads,  or  to  cross 
tno  public  domain,  these  privileges  are  equally  open 
to  a  State  corporation  which  aocepU  the  act  of  1866. 
'*  If  it  ia  said  that  tho  right  conferred  by  that 
fitAtute  is  of  a  doubtful  constitutionality,  because  it 
contains  no  provision  for  making  compensation  for 
private  injuries,  as  is  done  under  the  bill  prooosed 
by  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  if  such  a  provision  would  set- 
tle the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  part 
of  the  law,  a  more  ample  and  effective  remedy  would 
seem  to  be  to  add  a  section  to  the  law  of  1866.   But 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  such  lefisla- 
tion  is  not  so  easily  disposed  ot    It  was  distinctly 
denied,  in  the  debate  in  the  Senate  which  preceded 
the  passage  of  that  act.  that  Congress  could  confer 
any  such  power  upon  private  corporations ;  and  the 
most  that  was  said  in  reply  was,  that  if  any  company 
should  accept  the  act  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
to  try  the  question  of  its  oenstitutionauty  before 
the  courts." 

When  this  sabjeotcame  before  the  House  on 
the  second  day  of  the  f>re8eQt  sessioii,  indorsed 
as  it  was  bj  the  President  and  his  Postmas- 
ter General,  and  the  proposition  was  made  to 
refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  I  opposed  it.    I 
also  opposed  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
oo  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  urging  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
to  which  it  was  sent  by  a  very  close  TOte,  as 
the  most  conservati^  and  economical,  and  the 
one  least  likely  to  be  swayed  by  any  outside 
influences.     I  knew  that  the  Speaker  would 
be  compelled  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  if  a 
select  committee  was  ordered,  to  appoint  one, 
a  majority  of  whose  members  were  friendly  to 
the  scheme.     I  assumed,  too,  and  I  think  prop- 
erly, that  in  making  up  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Speaker,  in 
proper  deference  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
selected  gentlemen  a  majority  of  whom  were 
known  to  be  his  friends  and  in  favor  of  for- 
warding the  aims  of  the  Department,  of  which 
this  was  a  pet  measure. 

I  know,  too,  from  an  experience  of  two 
years  on  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  its  members  look  with  care,  I  may  say 
with  suspicion,  on  any  proposition  which 
takes  money  out  of  the  Treasury;  so  that 
before  the  committee  now  having  the  subject 
in  charge  I  expect  all  the  questions  to  receive 
a  fair  and  unbiased  consideration.  It  is 
because  I  so  believe  that  I  have  taken  the 
time  and  the  trouble  to  restudy  the  question, 
and  present  my  views  to  them  and  the  House. 
I  happened  to  sa^,  in  the  deblCte  referred  to« 
that  while  the  Western  Union  Company  had 
opposed  the  proposition  before  the  late  select 
committee,  a  portion  of  the  press  now  alleged 
that  they  favored  it  at  this  time,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Boads  said  on  the  floor  that  the 
stock  of  that  company  had  advanced  two  per 
cent,  in  one  day  on  tli^  strength  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message.  My  statement  drew  out  a 
telegraphic  communication  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  to  me  from  the  president  of  the  West- 
em  Union  Company,  saying  that  the  directors 
of  that  company  were  opposed  to  the  whole 
project.  I  thereupon  wrote  to  Mr.  Orton, 
stating  that  I  desired  information  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  relative  to  the  cost 
of  the  governmental  telegraph  system  in 
England  and  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
My  letter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  George 
W.  Prescott,  esq. ,  electrician  of  the  company, 
from  whom  I  received  the  following  response. 
I  have  no  apology  to  offer  far  its  length,  be- 
cause it  is  full  of  valuable  information  on  the 
subjects  which  the  committee  and  the  House 
need  information  upon : 

Elictbicuh's  Ofticb, 
WSSTBBN  Union  TsLtaBAPH  Compant.  ^ 
Kbw  Yobk,  January  16, 1871. 

DbabStrx  Mr.  Orton  hM  handed  me  vour  favor 
of  December  2S  with  directions  to  furnish  you  with 
Ruch  information  in  my  possession  as  you  require. 
I  therefore  Inclose  herewith  statements  showing  the 
number  of  miles  of  lii)e  and  wire,  and  number  of 
instruments  in  operation,  in  all  the  countries  of 
Europe,  altorether  with  the  number  of  telerraph 
oiBoee,  population,  number  of  messages  sent,  and 
the  receipu  and  expenses  of  the  service.   The  sta- 
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tistios  for  the  oontinental  oonntries  of  Europe  are 
for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1869,  the  latest  year 
for  which  oomplete  returns  havo  been  received; 
while  those  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  for 
the  fourteen  months  ending  March  31, 1871. 

In  Europe  the  telegfaph  system  embraces  175,480 
miles  of  line,  475,007  miles  or  wire,  and  15^503offioee, 
The  number  of  messages  transmitted  wa4  33|141.386, 
the  gross  receipts  for  the  transmission  or  wnioh 
were  $liU46^  20  in  Amerioan  gold  ourrenoy,  and 
the  expenditures  $10,558,016  76,  being  an  exoegs 
of  expenditures  over  receipts  of  $4,411,465  56.  The 
tolls  for  the  transmission  of  mesiagee  are  not  the 
same  for  any  two  countries  in  Europe,  nor  af  o  they 
uniform  for  all  olassef  of  messages  iii  any  one  oi^un- 
try.  Telegraphic  correspondence  in  Europe  isdivided 
into  two  general  claasee,  called  internal  and  inter* 
national  messages.  The  internal  messages  are  thoee 
which  are  received,  tram mitted,  and  delivered  in  the 
same  country.  The  international  messages  are  those 
which  are  received  in  one  country  and  transmitted , 
into  another.  As  a  general  rule  a  low  rate  of  charges 
is  adopted  for  the  Uans mission  of  internal  messages, 
while  a  higher  tariff  is  imposed  upon  iotemational 
messages.  The  average  rate  for  mternal  messages 
throughout  Europe  is  thirty-six  and  six  tenths  cents, 
and  for  international  messages  f  1 01.  In  the  official 
report  of  the  telegraph  system  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  the  internal  and 
international  messages  are  not  stated  separately, 
only  the  total  number,  including  both  classes,  being 
given,  but  the  average  tolls  upon  the  whole  service 
amounted  to  forty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  message. 
The  average  expense  per  message  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  telegraph  service  in  America  ana  Europe 
was  about  the  same,  although  it  is  well  known  that 
skilled  labor  is  much  more  expensive  in  this  country 
than  in  Europe.  It  would  appear  from  the  results 
that  althougn  the  telegraphists  in  Europe  get  less 
pay  for  their  labor  than  similar  empioyds  receive  in 
America,  a  larger  number  are  employed  there  than 
here  to  perform  a  given  amount  of  work.  As  it  is, 
however,  to  GreatlBritain  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral invites  especial  attention,  as  having  given  to 
the  telegraph  a  practical  test  of  the  public  system 
as  compared  with  that  under  private  control,!  will 
point  out  the  leading  features  of  its  operation  in 
that  country. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1870.  the  telegraphs  were 
transferred  to  the  British  Gk>vemment.  At  the  date 
of  the  purchase  the  various  telegraph  companies 
of  the  United  Kingdom  possessed  sixteen  thousand 
miles  of  line  and  eighty-five  thousand  miles  of 
wire.  For  this  property  the  British  Government 
have  already  paid,  according  to  the  official  report 
of  Mr.  F.  J.  Soudamore,  the  second  secretary  of 
the  post  office  department.  £7,500,000  sterling,  or 
$36,450,000  in  American  gold  currency. 

This  sum  of  money,  however,  does  not  comprise  the 
entire  sum  which  the  British  Government  must  pay 
to  acquire  the  oontrol  of  all  the  telegraphs  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  sixteen  rail- 
way companies  for  the  purchase  of  their  telegraph 
intereete,  in  which  the  eompensatlon  consists  partly 
of  capital  sums  and  partly  of  annual  payments, 
and  with  six  other  railway  companies,  in  which  the 
compensation  consists  wholly  of  annual  payments; 
and  there  yet  remain,  according  to  Mr.  Scudamore's 
report,  mode  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  12th 
of  July,  1871,  forty-four  railway  companies  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  whom  the 
post  office  department  has  not  yet  come  to  arrange- 
ments as  to  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid 
to  them  for  the  purchase  of  their  teleyraph  interests. 

From  the  above-mentioned  official  report  the 
amount  of  telegraph  revenue  fh>m  the  oommenee- 
ment  of  governmental  control,  on  the  Ist  of  February, 
1870.  to  the  31st  March,  1871,  was  £793.580,  or  $3,865.- 
12v  20.  and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period 
were  £1.397,380.  or  $6,763,362  76.  beinir  an  excess  of 
expenditures  over  receipts  of  12.898.235  56.  The  dis- 
bursements are  classified  by  Mr.  Soudamore  under 
the  heads  of  capital  expenditure  and  working  ex- 

{ tenses:  the  working  expenses  being  stated  at  £470,- 
05.  or  $2,277,195  80,  and  the  capital  expenditure  at 
£926.894.  or  $4,486,166  96.     ,    ^  ^      .,    «     ^ 

We  ought  not  to  be  surprised  that  Mr.  Soudamore. 
through  whose  efforts  mainly  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  induced  to  purchase  the  telegraph  lines, 
should  make  every  endeavor  to  prove  that  theadmin- 
Istration  of  the  telegraphs  by  him  was  peenniaril/ 
successful.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  oritioise  hia 
report  in  an  unfriendly  spirit,  but  I  cannot  refrain 
from  remarking  that  the  enormous  excess  of  the 
capitiU  expenditure  over  the  working  exoense^  nat- 
urally l^ids  to  the  suspicion  that  many  charges  have 
been  carried  to  the  former  account  wtilch  properly 
belong  to  the  latter,  and  an  examination  of  the  de- 
Uiled  sUtement  of  tho  working  expenses  confirms 
the  justice  of  this  suspicion.  Under  capital  expend- 
iture is  placed,  not  only  the  cost  of  extensions, 
amounting,  as  well  as  I  can  make  out,  to  £178.989, 
but  all  manner  of  outlay  upon  the  plant,  such  as 
the  very  important  item  of  maintenance  apd  repair, 
for  which  our  company  expends  about  a  million  dol- 
lars a  year,  £177j004  for  engineering,  salaries,  wa^es, 
traveling,  and  other  expenses.^  considerable  portion 
of  which  should  certainly  be  charged  to  current  ex- 
penditure. Among  the  working  expenses  there  are 
no  charges  for  pdles.  wire,  insulators,  instruments, 
battery  niaterial,  office  repairs  and  furniture,  and 
many  other  items  whioh  constitute  a  large  annual 
charge  to  private  telegraph  companies;  and  if  those 
expenditures  which  are  improperly  carried  in  Mr. 
Scudamoro'd   report  to   capital  exuendlturo  were 

C laced  whore  they  properly  belong,  I  have  no  doubt 
ut  that  the  working  expenses  would  be  found  to 
largely  exceed  the  revenue. 


The  English  telegraph  system  when  it  was  pur* 
chased  by  the  Government  was  the  oldest,  most  ex- 
tensive, and  probably  tho  best  managed  in  Europe, 
And  there  is  no  reason,  if  properly  managed  under 
Government  control,  why  it  snould  not  have  con- 
tinued to  give  satisfaotion ;  but  since  its  acquisition 
by  the  Government,  the  complaint  of  bad  service 
has  been  very  general.  The  difficulties  have  been 
ascribed  to  thelarge  increase  in  the  number  of  mes- 
sages offered  for  transmission,  and  to  the  inadequate 
preparations  to  commodate  the  immense  increase 
in  the  traffio  which  immediatel^r  followed  the  large 
reduction  of  rates,  but,  according  to  the  report  of 
Mr,  Soudamore,  the  average  cost  of  inland  mefsages 
is  twenty-six  oenU  against  an  average  cost  prior  to 
thetransfer  of  thirty-eight  eent«(  showing  a  reduc- 
tion in  prioe  of  less  than  one  third  upon  this  class 
of  manages,  while  there  was  no  reduction  whatever 
upon  international  messages.  According  to  thoisme 
authority,  the  total  number  of  messages  forwarded 
in  the  three  qujurt^rs  ending  Slat  December,  1870, 
was  7,563,015,  which  is  a  less  number  than  was  trans- 
mitted by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 
alone  during  the  same  period ;  so  that  the  difficulties 
complained  of  were  not  properly  chargeable  to  the 
excessive  amount  of  traffic  performed. 

The  expenditure  in  a  single  year  of  $2,898,235  in 
excess  of  the  receipts,  the  opening  of  1,350  new  offices, 
and  the  erection  of  over  45,000  miles  of  additional 
wire,  ought  to  havo  vastly  improved  the  capacity 
and  value  of  the  British  system.  The  work  of  reor- 
ganisation and  extension  was  intrusted  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  companies  which  were  bought  out,  and 
the  position  of  engineer-in-chief  of  the  post  office 
teleirraphs  was  given  to  Mr.  Culley,  the  former  elec- 
trician of  the  Electric  and  International  Telegraph 
Company,  with  a  salary  largely  exceeding  that  paid 
by  our  Government  to  the  Cabinet  ministers.  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  British  post  office  telegraph  sys- 
tem should  not  equal  any  other  in  the  world,  nor 
why.  at  the  rates  onarged,  it  should  not  be  selr-sns* 
tainmg;  but  this  does  not  tend  to  prove  that  the 
union  of  the  telegraph  and  postal  systems  in  this 
country  would  be  a  wise  or  profitable  measure. 

The  British  post  offioe  has  long  enjoyed  an  envi- 
able reputation.  It  promptly  and  satisfactorily  car- 
ries and  delivers  letters  at  one  penny  each  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom,  and  makes  a  net  profit  of 
over  fire  million  dollars  per  annum;  while  our  Post 
Offioe  charges  three  cents  for  carrying  a  letter  with- 
out delivery,  except  in  the  larger  cities,  and  manages 
the  business  at  an  annual  loss  of  over  four  million 
dollars.  Of  course  it  does  not  CoUow  that  beoausa 
there  is  a  large  annual  deficit  in  our  Post  Office  that 
there  would  necessarily  be  one  proportionally  as 
great  in  the  telegraph  if  managed  oy  the  same  De- 
partment, but  wnen  the  success  of  the  British  tele- 
graph is  presented  to  us  as  a  conclusive  demonstra- 
tion of  tne  utility  of  the  postal  telegraph  for  this 
country,  it  seems  proper  to  consider  whether  the 
management  of  our  postal  system  is  sufficiently 
analogous  to  that  of  the  English  to  warrant  the  de- 
duction that  whatever  is  successfully  undertaken 
by  the  British  post  office  can  be  equally  as  well  per- 
formed by  our  own.    ^  ,     ,  .^  ^ 

When  the  project  of  a  postal  telegraph  was  first 
started,  Mr.  Grats  Brown  proposed  to  establish  a 
uniform  tariff  of  three  cents  per  message  of  sixty 
words.  Mr.  E.  B.  Washburne  iollowed  with  a  prop- 
osition to  make  the  tariff  fifteen  cents  for  ten  words, 
exclusive  of  address  and  signature;  while  Mr.  C. 
C.  Washburn  at  first  proposed  a  uniform  rate  of 
twenty  cents  for  thirty  words,  but  subsequently 
changed   it  to  twenty-five  cents  for  twenty-flvo 

Sords,  charging  for  address  and  sifnature.  Mr. 
reswell  does  not  name  the  rate  which  he  thinks 
should  be  established  in  the  event  of  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  tele^aph  by  the  Government;  but  per- 
haps the  rate  is  indicated  in  the  following  query 
extracted  from  his  reoentrenort:  **  Who  that  desires 
to  convey  or  acquire  any  information  would  hesitate 
between  sending  a  telegram  from  New  York  to  Cal- 
ifornia in  seven  minutes  for  twenty  cents  and  send- 
ing a  letter  in  seven  days  for  ihrqe  oenU?" 

If  such  a  rate  for  the  transmission  of  messages 
between  the  Atlantie  and  Pacifio  8tate8  by  the  postal 
telegraph  shall  ever  be  praoUcally  inaugurated,.! 
have  no  doubt  the  number  of  letters  carried  by  mail 
between  these  points  will  be  materially  reduced; 
but  I  apprebenq  that  the  annual  deficit  in  the  Post 
Office  Department  will  not  thereby  be  sensibly 
diminished. 

The  Postniaster  General  admits  that  a  large  sam 
of  money  will  be  required  for  the  purchase  of  the 
present  telegraph  lines,  but  eonsiders  that  delay  will 
only  add  W  the  amount  of  purchase-money  required. 
The  Post  Office  Department,  he  says,  is  now  prepared 
to  undertake  the  organisation  and  management  or 
the  telegraph  in  connection  with  its  other  duties, 
and  can  aia  materially  in  raising  the  money  needed 
f>r  the  pnrehase  through  post  offioe  savings  banks 
if  Congress  will  authorise  their  establishment.  To 
prove  the  feasibility  of  this  latter  scheme  he  refers 
to  the  history  of  the  British  post  office  savinps 
banks,  **  which  after  ten  years  operations  have  m 
hand  S75.145.690,  a  much  larger  sum  than  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  pnrehase  and  thorough  repair  of  all 
the  telegraph  lines  in  the  United  States.      But  is  it 

J  probable  that  Mr.  Creswell  can  purchase  the  linos 
or  the  sum  named,  even  admitting  that  his  postal 
savings  bank  scheme  is  suocessful.  The  president 
of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  which 
operates  fifty-six  thousand  miles  of  line,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  miles  of  wire,  forty- 
six  hundred  offices,  and  transmits  over  ten  million 
messages  abnually.  and  whose  revenue  is  more  than 
double  that  of  the  British  post  office  telegraphs,  has 
recently  publicly  announced  that  his  company  is 
inflexibly  opposed  to  any*  int«rfer«De«  <lf  the  Gov« 
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ernment  with  ita  business  or  the  acquisition  of  its 

}>roperty.  Our  company  bos  been  quietly  pursuing 
or  the  past  six  years  the  same  object  which  the 
British  Qovernment  has  been  accomplishing  since  it 
acquired  the  controlof  the  lines,  namely:  the  unifica- 
tion »nd  enlargement  of  the  telegraph  system,  accom- 
panied with  an  important  reduction  in  the  rates  for 
transmitting  messages.  With  the  ezoeption  of  half 
a  dozen  comparatively  small  connecting  and  com- 
peting lines,  this  company  controls  the  whole  tele- 
graphicsystem  of  the  United  States.its  lines  covering 
a  territory  embracing  twenty-five  degrees  of  lati- 
tude and  fifty-five  degrees  of  longitude.  Within  the 
past  five  years  the  telegraphic  facilities  in  the  United 
States  have  been  increased  by  the  construction  of 
thirty  thousandmiles  of  line,  the  erection  of  seventy 
thousand  miles  of  wire,  and  the  opening  of  over 
three  thousand  telegraph  stations,  and  the  annual 
increase  is  constantly  augmenting.  During  the  same 
period  the  average  rate  of  tolls  has  been  decreased 
fifty  per  cent.  Is  it  probable  that  the  telegraph 
woald  hnve  made  greater  progress  under  Govern- 
ment control  during  the  same  period? 
The  various  telegraph  companies  transacting  busi- 


ness in  competition  with  the  Western  Union  Com- 
pany own  about  ten  thousand  miles  of  line,  and  are 
represented  by  an  aggregate  capital  of  over  sixteen 
million  dollars.  It  is  not  probable  that  these  com- 
panies have  earned  enough  to  cover  their  current 
expenses,  and  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  them 
have  already  inourred  debts  for  a  greater  amount 
than  their  property  is  worth.  There  is  every  reason, 
therefore,  why  these  concerns  should  look  with  favor 
upon  a  Government  purchase,  and  I  presume  that 
their  managers  are  actively  at  work  to  bring  about 
such  a  result. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  mention  that  although  the 
land  lines  in  Europe  are  almost  exclusively  owned 
by  the  various  Governments  through  which  they 
extend,  the  submarine  lines,  over  which  all  the 
important  communications  with  Asia,  Africa,  Aus- 
tralia, and  America  are  transmitted,  are  owned  by 
f private  companies.  The  length  of  the  submarine 
ines  now  in  operation  is  thirty-six  thousand  three 
hundred  and  two  miles,  for  the  construction  of  which 
upward  of  sixty  million  dollars  of  private  capital 
has  been  expended,  of  which  at  least  one  quarter  has 
been  devoted  to  the  construction  of  cable  lines  in 


Europe  for  the  express  purpose  of  avoiding  the  Gkv- 
ernment  land  lines,  where  important  commaoi^ 
tions  were  subjected  to  such  serious  errors  and  delays 
as  to  render  them  compar^ively  useless.  One  of 
the  most  marked  instances  of  this  kind  was  the  eoo- 
struction  of  a  submarine  line  from  Falmouth,  Bog- 
land,  to  Malta,  a  distance  of  twenty-eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty- four  milai,  in  order  to  avoid  nnng 
the  Government  lines  in  France.  These  private  mb- 
marine  telegraph  lines  can  scarcely  be  overrated  m 
their  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  They 
extend  beneath  the  Atlantic  and  German  oceuti, 
the  Baltic.  North,  Mediterranean.  Arabian,  Oiina, 
Japan,  and  Red  seas,  the  Persian  gulf,  the  bay  ot 
Biscay,  the  straits  of  Gibraltar  and  Malacca,  aad 
the  Gulfs  of  Mexico  and  St.  Lawrence,  thus  anidBg 
the  whole  civilised  world  in  one  oontinuoua  chain 
of  telegraphic  lines.  Messages  from  the  United  States 
destined  for  India,  China,  Japan,  or  Aoatralia, 
would  not  pass  over  a  rod  of  governmental  telegraph 
line. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

GBORGB  B.  PRBSCOTT. 
Hon.  James  B.  Beck. 


Statement  shotting  the  number  of  miles  of  line  and  wire  in  operation  in  CfrjuU  Britain  and  Ireland  and  in  conUnenial  Europe^  together 

with  the  number  of  instruments  in  use. 


Countries. 


Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

North  Germany 

Austria  and  Hungary 

Baden 

Bavaria ^ 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Spain 


Papal  SUtes. 
France 


•••••  ■•••••  •••••«•• 


Greece «... 

Norway 

Italy 

Boumania .... 

Holland 

Sweden 

Russia 

Switzerland.. 

Portugal 

Turkey 

Wurtemberg , 


■•«•••••«•••••« 


Total. 


Miles  of  line. 


29,746 

15,513 

19.d29 

964 

3,489 

2,621 

1.127 

6.972 

418 

26,689 

519 

2,865 

10,189 

1,9»5 

1,748 

4.ozr 

24,816 
2,838 
1,770 

15,992 
1.263 


175,490 


Miles  of  wire. 


130.006 

49,434 

44.069 
2.369 
9.052 
8.315 
3.034 

15,854 
565 

72,296 

672 

4.932 

30,145 
2,647 
6,087 
9.667 

47,305 
6,138 
8,319 

26,553 
2.544 


475,007 


Number  of 
instruments  Ib 


4.153 

2,419 

1,751 
135 
721 
667 
192 
855 
89 

5013 

53 

208 

1.185 
136 
289 
544 

1.006 
716 
172 

1.026 


21,146 


Statement  showing  the  population,  number  of  offices  in  operation^  the  number  of  messages  sent,  and  the  number  of  inhabiianis  to  each  qfflee 

and  each  message  sent,  in  the  various  countries  in  Europe, 


Countries. 


Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

North  Germany 

Austria  and  Hungary 

Baden 


Bavaria ».. 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Spain 

Papal  States. 

France 

Greece 

Norway 

Italy 


»••••••• 


Boumania.... 

Holland  ~ 

Sweden » 

Russia. 

Switserland.. 
Portugal 


Turkey... 
Wurtemburg 

Total... 


»•    ••••••••••••••••••••■••  •••••••••«•••••••»••••••••••»•« 


Population. 


30.832,210 

29,910.502 

35.943.592 
1,438.872 
4.824,421 
4,961,614 
1.783,565 

16,732,062 
602.106 

36.039.804 
1,325,479 
1,800.000 

24,273,770 
5,000.000 
8,628.468 
4.158,757 

78,394,471 
2,510,494 
3,829.618 

15.350.000 
1,778,390 


805,207,787 


Number  of  offices. 


3.780 

2,208 

1,445 

218 

541 

433 

106 

193 

22 

8,142 

36 

136 

1.082 

64 

224 

281 

566 

450 

IIB 

820 

184 


15,503 


Number  of  mes- 
sages sent. 


9,084.020 

4,806.872 

3.279,685 

230,433 

391,027 

1,314,367 

267,129 

654,287 

63,503 

4,754,643 

101,766 

332.803 

1,711.158 

421,033 

1,178,444 

451,112 

2,066.605 

1.108.510 

155.181 

551.123 

215,182 


Number  of  inhabit- 
ants to  each  office. 


33.141,386 


8,156 
13,546 
24.874 

6,755 

8.917 
11,458 
16.828 
86.694 
31.459 
11.470 
36.818 
13,235 
23.521 
78.125 
16.198 
14.799 
138.506 

5.469 
32.454 
47,968 

9.G65 


Number  of  inhabit- 
ants to  each  mes- 
sage tent. 


19.687 


•  I 


3.30 

6.22 

10.95 

6.24 

12.24 

3.77 

6.67 

25.87 

10.89 

7.57 

13.03 

5.41 

14.18 

1L87 

3jrr 

9.21 
S7.9S 

2.28 
24.67 

27.85 
8.25 


9,20 
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Stefanunf  tlKwing  the  receipts  and  txpmdUurts 

of  the  fdearaph  tereiet  in  Great  Britaia  and  Ireland,  and  in  amtinental  Europe,  reduced 
lo  United  Statet  gold  eurrenq/. 

SeMiptL 

-"""-                  1 

CoQDtliM. 

IIMMWW. 

Total. 

worklDiex- 

Bitrurdu  ITT 

Tatd. 

QriMtPrlt  t        IT    1     ,1 

Hot  dlildod. 

22,686 

"if 

49!013 

1 

81,041 

Ti  i 

72,       00 
79.501  UO 

'1    1 
1    1 

53.       00 

11 

if 

ii 
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I  hsTe  before  me  b  detailed  stale  men  t  of  the 
capital  and  trorkiog  eipeoaea,  which  are  in- 
elndrd  in  and  make  up  Btalement  No.  6,  fuUj 
corraborstiiig  the  atatemeat^madein  regard  to 
tbem  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Prescoit ;  but  I  omit 
tJiem,  aa  the;  are  too  lone  to  be  inserted  tu 
part  uf  these  remarks.  On  the  18th  daj  of 
December,  I8TI,  the  following  editorial  article 
appeared  in  the  New  York  Iribune ; 

"  Tkt  Pcttal  TtUf 


State!  two  raan  aco,  with  a  populatioD  naarly  ona 
third  ireater  than  Uiat  of  the  Dnilad  EiDcdom,  the 
whola  nnmber  of  mauafU  wu  aboat  tba  ■ame, 
CoDaidarinc  tha  aoDrmoiu  lanalh  of  onr  tinu.  anfl 


"Bat  Hr. 
amltofthei 


f^fdation  In  Encla'nd  li 


, Teltttrt^h,- . ,_ 

!at  for  Itaa  contolidatioa  of  the  taleiraph  tj^tam 
"  '         '■  ifl^  upon  the  aipori- 


learce  Cbatwrnd,  raDeivar  and  ae- 
it  of  the  Bricuh  ofBcc'  to  allow  the 

■  forthe  '       ■ 

tba  foUow 

»t'.i£i6(. 

poaiiil  tolacrapha.  not  for  tba  fiMtal  raar.  hi 
rourteon  moDthB  andine  March  31.  U71. 
*ooomp*DTia|  report  to  Itae  obaneallor  of 
ohaqaer,  br  Mr.  Frank  lT«8cBdamorc.  aeeri.„.  „ 
thepoat  offlea:  and  bath  chaae  docnmenutall  averr 
ditTarent  Btor;  from  Iha  onawith  wbiob  Mr.  Creawell 
favgn  na.  It  appasra  (Tors  Mr.  Cholwynd'i  raport 
that  tha  KToai  raoeipla  of  tha  foortaao  mootba  ware 
£1,068.585,  from  which  mnil  be  dadnstad  £270.005 


ithMde'Hredrromititotetrapha      muttra  ai 


<nee  of  Qreal  Britain,  wbai 

in  (ha  l^aC  rear  ui  uie  usw  ■yai.Bui  u  nsL  reiaaue  oi  i 
nonthantliraaniilllaiidolUrs.  iribatwcretruD.it  ' 
wonld  ba  no  rule  for  na.  Oreat  Briuin  »  a  compael 
liUlamsnuraetDriniiulund.nliBrethaliDBtaTogliort  : 

tSrj  bi'lS  'The  Urilwii  fiKurea  quolod'bT'M'  c"oJ-  ' 
well    Tepnu'tnt  an    nnnuul  trnnimlMion  of  about  . 

omnewadiapatcbea  to  the  proas;  wbilain  theUnilad 


mitted  the  eitraordini 


t  olear  ftom  tbo  Britlah  raporU.    The  w 


ontlay.  eialnaiTs  of  pajmantj  to  Ih*  oompaniai 
whoRe  lines  were  pnrehaaed,  amounted  lo  no  lea 
than  £1.397.389 1  but  a  part  of  tbii  la  fairly  ebarfea 
blatoeapilalaoDoant.  Hr.  Chetwynd  ealimaCetlhi 
aelnal  warkiDCaiseniasat  £470,196.  and  ehaifeathi 
lemiLinder.  ££28.891  to  sapital  eipendltare.  Bn 
this  is  a  deceptive  clauifloatioo.  trndeteapltal  ai 
pendiluiebe  plaoeanf  —'-■<■ ' • — 


for  which  the  Weslain  Uni ,. 

ipenU*  •l.OOO.IWI  a  jear,)  £177.004  fc 
lalnrlea.   wage*,   * ' —    — ■"   " 


ntecaneeand  repair. 


whiob  tber^roally  bolont,  n 

adaaeianor~<if£4I9.876.  'That' 
aqniTsient  lo  a  loaa  of  •1,749.091  a  fear  <in  faiu,f 
inalaad  of  the  mac niSoant '  net  pmdnoe  '  of  •3.391- 
051  diacovered  br  Mr.  Craiwell.  What  ooDfldanee 
(';>n  wa  place  in  onr  Poatmuter  Qenersl'a  reuaonlni 

It  will  thas  be  seen,  aa  I  aBseried  in  ihi> 
openinE  oflheae  remarks,  thai  the  PoBlmastPr 
Qenenil  ii  either  whollf  ignorant  of  ibe  factn 
an  to  which  he  proposea  to  enlighten  ConKreM 
and  the  conntry,  or  he  istrjinglo  deceive  both 
fur  the  purpose  of  obtaining  Mditional  power 
and  patroDigfl.  [  regard  Uie  Istter  »•  more 
probable  than  the  former.  He  ha«  too  much 
setiKo  not  to  know  that  it  is  and  alwajr*  will 
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be  impossible  to  send  messages  from  New 
York  to  San  Francisco  for  twenty  cents  with- 
out taxiuc  the  people  to  pay  the  additional 
cost  over  tne  charge  made.  I  am  not  blind  to 
the  difficulties  and  abuses  that  may  spring  up 
under  the  present  system,  nor  to  the  monopoly 
which  the  Western  U  nion  Company  is  evidently 
acquiring  over  the  whole  telegraphic  system 
of  the  country.  I  wish  some  method  could 
be  devised  to  check  the  growth  and  power  of 
each  monster  monopolies^  but  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  jump  out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the 
fire  by  placing  omnipotent  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
the  most  dangerous  because  the  most  powerful 
of  all  monopolies)  when  centralized  and  con- 
solidated, as  it  is  fast  becoming,  thus  com- 
bining a  political,  ooromercial,  and  social  cen- 
sorship, which  would,  in  my  judgment,  soon 
prove  fatal  to  free  institutions.  T  would  like 
to  see  great  railroad  corporations,  like  the  Penn- 
sylvania Central  and  the  transcontinental  lines, 
curbed  in  some  way,  but  I  would  regard  it  as 
a  great  calamity  to  see  the  United  States  take 
the  control  and  management  of  them.  I  op- 
pose the  present  movement  and  all  kindred 
schemes  earnestly  and  firmly,  because  I  regard 
the  monopolizing,  centralizing,  consolidating 
spirit  which  has  for  the  last  few  years  per* 
vaded  the  legislation  of  Congress  as  the  most 
dangerous  symptom  which  the  late  civil  war 
has  developed.  I  do  not  know  that  it  can  be 
checked. 

When  I  saw  ten  States  of  this  Union  con- 
verted into  military  satrapies  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  tbeir  white  men  disfranchised 
and  the  ballot  put  into  the  hands  of  the  negroes, 
and  they  driven  to  the  polU  and  forced  to  vote 
for  men  not  even  citizens  of  the  State,  and 
thus  neutralize  in  Congress  the  votes  of  the 
States  that  were  free  \  when  I  saw  them  not 
only  reconstructed,  but  as  in  the  case  of  Geor- 
gia re  reconstructed,  simply  because  they  voted 
against  General  Grant ;  when  I  saw  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  first  threat- 
ened with  annihilation,  then  reorganized  to 
carry  out  party  ends,  and  the  then  President 
almost  successfully  impeached  because  he  was 
an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  revolution ;  negro  suf- 
frage imposed  upon  all  the  States  against  their 
consent  by  coerced  votes  cast  in  coerced  mili- 
tary districts,  and  one  by  one  the  old  land- 
marks of  the  Constitution  cast  down  and 
trampled  upon,  and  the  men  who  did  these 
things  still  trusted  with  place  and  power,  I 
confess  my  faith  in  the  capacity  of  the  people 
for  self-government  was  snaken ;  and  when  I 
heard  it  announced  by  the  chairman  of  the 
leading  committee  of  this  House  that  in  the 
collection  of  the  internal  revenue  on  distilled 
spirits  alone,  three  years  ago,  $100,000,000 
was  stolen  by  or  with  the  connivance  of 
Government  officials,  I  almost  felt  as  though 
*'I  had  no  faith  in  human  nature. *'  But 
when  I  saw,  as  we  all  did  in  the  fall  of  1869, 
a  Secretary  of  the  Interior  dismissed  by  the 
President  from  his  high  office  solely^  upon 
the  ground,  as  the  country  understands  U,  that 
he  would  not  allow  his  emploj^s  to  be  taxed, 
and  a  percentage  taken  out  of  the  wages  hon- 
estly earned  and  necessary  for  the  support  of 
their  families,  for  the  corrupt  purpose  of  con- 
trolling congressional  elections  by  the  money 
thus  coerced,  I  felt  that  mortification  was 
fast  reaching  the  vitals  of  the  body  politic ;  and 
I  know  that  if  in  the  present  debased  and 
demoralized  condition  of  the  Government  we 
take  governmental  control  and  possession  of 
the  telegraph  system,  adding  twenty- five  thou- 
sand more  serfs  to  be  taxed  and  driven  to  the 
polls  under  the  lash  of  the  Administration,  that 
step  will  be  followed  by  taking  control  of  the 
railroads,  under  pretense  of  regulating  com- 
merce between  the  States,  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  other  tools  of  the  Government,  hold- 
ing their  places  only  on  condition  of  abject 
political  subservienoyt  will  soon  beadded,  until 
the  people's  voice  will  be  heard  no  more,  or 
if  heard  in  oppositioQ  to  the  orders  of  their 


masters,  the  bayonet  will  enforce  obedience, 
and  ^Met  us  have  peace"  will  have  the  same 
significance  all  over  the  country  it  has  had  for 
five  years  over  the  hnfortunate,  defenseless, 
and  downtrodden  southern  States.  I  protest 
here  and  now  against  any  further  Federal 
aggression  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
States  and  the  people,  against  any  further 
interference  with  their  private  business  con- 
cerns, and  against  all  such  further  attempts  at 
consolidation  and  centralization  as  this  meas- 
ure proposes. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  further,  having 
agreed  to  yield  for  a  few  moments  to  my  friend 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Wells]  and  another  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  presume  the  House  will 
indulge  me,  without  taking  up  any  of  the  time 
which  my  friend  from  Kentucky  has  promised 
to  his  friends,  in  a  few  moments'  remarks. 

Mr.  BECK.     I  have  no  doubt  it  will. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  arrangement  proposed  extending 
the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for 
a  few  minutes  ?    The  Chair  hears  non^. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky through? 

Mr.  BECK.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DAWE^.  I  bad  no  desire  to  interrupt 
any  arrangement  which  the  eentleman  had 
made  with  his  friends,  nor  would  I  have  pushed 
myself  between  him  and  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri*  [Mr.  Wells.] 

Mr.  BECK.  The  House  has  extended  my 
time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Whatever  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  says  is  calculated  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  country,  and  his  known 
ability  and  candor  and  freedom  (to  the  extent 
that  the  lot  of  humanity  will. admit)  from 
partisanship  in  the  consideration  of  public 
questions  will  undoubtedly  insure  for  the 
speech  which  he  has  made  more  extensive 
perusal  than  anything  which  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  me  to  say,  and  therefore  it  is  that 
I  have  listened  with  great  interest,  and  have 
waited  with  still  more  interest  to  see  if  my 
friend  had  elaborated  any  plan  or  remedy  for 
the  existing  state  of  things. 

Mr.  BECK    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  regret  all  the  more  that  a 
gentleman  of  his  ability,  seeing  the  defects  in 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
in  which  he  knows  himself  that  you  and  I, 
Mr.  Speaker,  agree  with  him  most  heartily 
as  to  their  existence  and  as  to  their  force, 
perceives  no  remedy  after  all,  but  contents 
himself  with  leaving  matters  as  they  are.  I 
ask  him  to  look  at  this  view  of  the  case :  I 
agree  with  him  in  all  that  he  has  said  of  the 
^reat  impropriety  and  danger  of  the  plan 
suggested  by  the  Postmaster  General.  I  do 
not  understand  him  to  decry  the  telegraph 
system,  or  to  desire  to  curtail  it  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  know  that  the  gentleman 
feels,  as  does  every  other  intelligent  man  in 
the  country,  that  this  telegraph  system  is  yet 
almost  in  its  infancy;  it  is  yet  further  to  be 
developed  and  extendedi  not  only  o/er  this 
great  country',  but  over  the  whole  t  orld,  so 
that  it  shall  embrace  the  utmost  coi.  tines  of 
this  planet  iii  its  reach  and  its  effects.  Now, 
if  all  the  evils  that  the  gentleman  has  pre- 
dicted are  to  flow  from  the  taking  possession 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
the  teleg^ph  system  of  the  country,  and  they 
do  exist,  wnat  is  the  remedy?  Is  it  to  leave 
that  whole  power  in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsi- 
ble corporation  whose  head  is  in  Wall  street, 
and  whose  arms  extend  around  the  globe? 
Has  my  friend  no  remedy  for  this,  no  alterna- 
tive for  this?  Does  he  not  see  that  while  he 
says — and  I  agree  with  him  in  the  truth  of  his 
statement — that  up  to  this  hour  there  has  been 
no  occasion  of  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  corporation  has  administered  its 
great  functions,  (and  that  so  long  as  it  is  under 
the  control  of  its  present  head  probably  there 
I  will  not  be  any  such  complaint,)  yet  the  power 


which  is  inherent  in  the  system  itaelf,  ao  ca|a- 
ble  of  abuse,  so  unsafe  to  be  reposed  in  the 
Postmaster  General  or  any  other  goveromental 
officer,  now  rests  with  him  in  Wall  stre^ 
prompted  by  all  the  considerations  that  can 
be  made  to  bear  upon  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  they  be  political  or  pecuniary,  and 
liable  to  all  the  temptations,  and  liable  to  all 
the  deviationsYrom  an  upright  course  that  the 
Postmaster  General  can  be  ?  And  you  can  pot 
no  man  at  the  head  of  this  institutioo  who  will 
stand  there  not  exposed  to  pecuniary  tempta- 
tions. And  if  the  agents  of  the  Postmaster 
General  can  by  the  ear  obtain  possessioa  of  the 
most  secret  messages — whether  they  be  polit* 
ical  messages,  or  messages  involving  tnateriat 
interests  of  the  roost  secret  character,  affeeting 
the  markets  of  the  world — so  can  the  agents  of 
one  single  man.  responsible  to  no  mortal  but 
those  who  employ  him,  not  responsible,  aa  the 
Postmaster  General  must  be.  to  the  great  peo- 
ple of  the  country  foir  his  administratioa  of  it, 
and  to  that  extent  more  of  a  tyrant  and  more 
of  a  despot  than  it  is  possible  to  make  tht 
Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  Will  the  gentleman  aUow 
me  to  interrupt  him  a  moment? 

Mr.  DAWES.     Certainly. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  The  gentleman  is  now 
approaching  what  I  think  is  one  of  the  moet 
serious  points  involved  in  this  whole  contro- 
versy. If  now  a  telegraph  operator  or  anybody 
connected  with  the  transmission  of  messages 
should  develop  anything  to  the  injury  of  any- 
body, or  should  make  any  mistake  that  may 
result  in  damage  to  anybody,  or  be  in  any  way 
detrimental  to  his  interests,  he  has  a  remedy 
against  the  corporation,  wnereas  if  such  a 
damage  should  be  inflicted  by  any  one  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  there  is  no  remedy. 
As  an  instance  in  point,  I  would  refer  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  at  present.  Valuable 
letters  are  registered  and  sent  through  the 
post  office,  and  should  one  be  stolen  or  lost 
there  is  no  remedy.  But  if  such  a  letter  or 
any  valuable  package  is  sent  by  an  expre^ 
agent  and  lost,  stolen,  or  delayed,  we  have  a 
remedy  against  the  corporation  of  which  lie  is 
the  agent.  The  one  is  responsible,  the  other 
is  irresponsible,  so  far  as  tiie  courts  of  the 
country  are  concerned. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  trying  to  look  beyond 
the  mere  pecuniary  advantage  or  loss  that  is 
bound  up  in  a  single  message,  to  the  power 
that  rests  in  one  individual  at  one  point,  irre- 
sponsible to  anybody  but  the  stockholders  of 
his  corporation,  by  which  he  can  convulse  the 
business  of  this  country  and  of  the  world  when 
he  comes  to  connect  himself  with  every  enter 
prise  on  every  business  current  in  the  world — 
sitting,  if  I  may  use  the  figure,  at  the  helm 
of  every  business  enterprise,  and  holding  its 
tiller  in  his  hand. 

Now,  though  I  have  no  more  inclination  for 
the  system  proposed  by  the   Postmaster  Gen- 
eral than  has  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Beck,]  and  though  I  have  no  idea  that  I 
shall  ever  be  drawn  into  the  support  of  it  until 
after  he  has  been,  still  I  ask  him,  because  I 
want  to  know,  if  a  man  of  his  intelligence  and 
his  ability  has  been  able  to  see  a  remedy ;  and 
I  get  from  him  the  confession  that  he  sees  no 
remedy  for  this  condition  of  things.     It  is  not 
for  the  purpose  of  weakening  or  impairing 
any  argument  that  my  distingtiished   frieua 
from  Kentucky  has  brought  against  the  idea 
that  it  is  safe  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  hold  as  a  private  enterprise  the  tele- 
graph systems  of  the  country,  not  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  economy  that  they  should  do  it ;  but  I 
beg  my  friend  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  great 
<luestion  looming  up  in  the  near  future  touch- 
ing, not  telegrapns  alone,  but  that  other  great 
combination  that  is  sooner  or  later  to  £ake 
the  foundation  of  Government  in  this  coun- 
try— the  railroad  combinations  of  this  land. 
And  is  there  remedy  for  that? 

Now,  sir,  I  fail  to  see  why  it  may  not  be  safe 
for  the  Government  so  fisu:  to  take  bold  of  this 
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qaestion  as  to  put  the  telegraphing  of  the  coun- 
try in  such  a  condition  that  the  Government 
maj  advertise  for  terms  upon  which  telegraphic 
messages  shall  be  sent  tbronghoat  the  land, 
just  as  it  advertises  for  terms  upon  which 
messages  shall  be  transmitted  bjr  mail.  When 
the  telegraphing  of  the  country  is  put  in  such 
a  condition  that  it  shall  not  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  solitary  corporation ;  ^en  there  can 
be  competition  in  the  bids  presented  for  tele* 
graphing,  the  man  or  the  corporation  who  will 
aena  telegraphic  messages  throughout  the  land 
at  the  cheapest  rates  can  have  the  business  of 
doing  so.  This  I  understand  to  be  the  general 
purpose  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Hubbard, 
which  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,] 
in  his  able  speech,  has  incidentally  contro- 
verted. I  do  not  see  my  way  quite  clear  to 
approve  all  the  details  of  Mr.  Hubbard's  plan, 
but  I  do  see  in  that  plan  the  dawn  of  some 
relief  from  the  existing  condition  of  things, 
which  to  me  seems  worse,  if  possible,  than 
that  which  the  gentleman  from  KentucKy  ap- 
prehends may  result  from  the  administration 
by  the.  Postmaster  General  of  the  telegraphic 
system  of  the  country. 

Out  of  the  idea  of  Mr.  Hubbard  there  can 
be  elaborated  it  seems  to  me  some  such  prop- 
osition as  will  introduce  competition  into  the 
telegraphing  of  the  country ;  and  when  that 
competition  exists  the  Government  may  so 
far  take  cognizance  «of  the  plan  of  sending^ 
messages  by  telegraph  as  it  does  of  the  carry- 
ing of  communications  by  mail.  In  other 
words,  the  Government  may  advertise  for 
parties  who  will  send  messages  most  cheaply ; 
and  these  messages  will  be  carried  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Government  just  as  mes- 
sages by  mail  are  now  carried. 

I  wish  to  repel  the  intimation  which  the 

fentleman  from  Kentucky  has  made,  that  Mr. 
[ubbard  is  here  struggling  to  make  a  private 
fortune,  or  to  relieve  himself  and  those  con- 
nected with  him  from  the  embarrassment  which 
has  fallen  upon  insolvent  corporations  that 
have  been  stru^ling  for  an  existence  these 
many  years  against  this  ^ant  corporation — 
a  corporation  well  administered,  I  admit,  up 
to  this  time,  and  likely  to  be  so  long  as  it  may 
be  under  the  control  of  its  present  head.  I 
do  not  understand  Mr.  Hubbard  to  be  here 
with  any  such  end  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  has  intimated,  but  simply  to  be 
possessed  of  this  idea  to  which  I  have  imper- 
fectly alluded,  and  endeavoring  to  elaborate 
and  work  it  out  to  such  a  form  that  he  and 
those  associated  with  him  may  be  able  to  offer 
a  feasible  plan  by  which,  when  perfected,  the 
sending  of  telegraphic  communications  in  this 
country  shall  be  open  to  competition  regulated 
by  law  to  the  same  extent  and  no  further  than 
the  transmission  of  mail  matter  is  now  regu- 
lated by  law  in  Uiis  country.  Thereby  pro- 
tection will  be  afforded  to  those  who  use  the 
telegraph  against  all  attempts  that  it  is  pos- 
sible for  one  man,  however  well  disposed,  to 
make  toward  using  the  telegraph  either  as 
a  political  engine  or  as  an  engine  in  the  man- 
agement of  material  pursuits,  in  amassing 
wealth  by  influencing  the  stock  markets  of  the 
country  and  the  world,  or  carrying  on,  upon 
the  flood  of  a  momentary  excitement,  any 
other  scheme  to  which  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  may  give  scope,  and  which  the  pas- 
sions and  purposes  of^  men  are  liable  at  any 
time  to  sugsest. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  intensely  interested  in 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
as  I  have  been  in  everything  that  he  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  upon  these  great  ques- 
tions. I  did  notrise  to  militate  one  iota  against 
those  considerations  which  he  has  suggested 
in  reference  to  this  scheme,  except  so  far  as 
he  has  found  it  necessary,  i  am  sorry  to  sav, 
to  reflect  upon  the  integrity  of  officials  who 
have  presented  this  plan.  My  purpose  was 
merely  to  beg  of  him  and  those  who  may  be 
attracted  by  the  considerations  which  he  has 
urged,  to  look  upon  the  other  side  of  the  pic- 


ture and  see  whether  all  that  is  lefl  to  us  is 
the  alternative  of  settling  down  in  the  confi- 
dence .we  have  in  the  integrity  and  honor 
of  the  officials  of  an  existing  corporation,  or 
whether  it  may  not  be  possible  to  elaborate 
some  such  plan  as  that  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  or 
something  akin  to  it. 

Mr.  BECK.  If  I  did  in  my  remarks  reflect 
on  Mr.  Hubbard,  I  retract  any  such  reflection. 
I  intended  to  speak  of  him  as  an  attorney, 
advocating  the  claims  of  other  parties ;  not  as 
one  of  them,  but  merely  an  able,  honest,  earn- 
est attorney. 

Mr.  DAWES.  So  I  understood  him  to  try 
to  separate  the  gentleman's  personal  character 
from  his  official  relations.  If  he  is  attorney 
for  any  corporation  that  is  insolvent,  why  is  it 
insolvent? 

Mr.  BECK.  Because  it  has  been  swallowed 
up,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  by  that  mammoth  cor- 
poration, the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, which,  by  underbidding,  has  entirely 
driven  it  ont  of  the  field. 

Mr.  DAWES.  In  whose  arms,  like  Samson 
of  old  in  those  of  Delilah,  my  friend  lies  down 
content 

Mr.  BECK.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no 
more  desire  to  be  the  advocate  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company,  nor  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Central  Railroad  Company,  nor  of 
any  other  overshadowing  corporation,  than  the 
gentleman  has,  because  I  think  we  are  going 
to  become,  if  we  are  not  now,  one  of  the  worst 
corporation-ridden  people  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  I  can  only  regret  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  after  complaining  of 
my  failure  to  do  so,  did  not  indicate  any  more 
fully  and  clearly  than  myself  some  remedy  for 
the  growing  evil.  I  am  less  afraid  of  these 
big  corporations,  however,  than  I  am  of  this 
ffigantic  corporation,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  has  still  twenty -five  min- 
utes of  his  time  lefl. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Wblls.] 

TKaRITORT  OF  OKLAHAMA. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  am  obliged  to  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Bsox]  for  his  kindness 
in  yielding  to  me. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  providing  for  the 
organization  of  the  Territory  of  Oklahama, 
oft'ered  by  me  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  is  not  only  of  importance  as  directly, 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  four  States — Mis- 
souri, Sansas,  Arkansas,  and  -Texas — which 
form  a  large  portion  of  its  boundaries,  but  it 
is  a  proposition  of  deep  interest  to  the  people 
of  the  Mississipisi  valley  as  affecting  the  great 
lines  of  internal  intercourse,  and  to  the  people 
of  the  whole  country  aa  proposing  the  only 
possible  solution  of  a  vexed  pr(H>lem,  the 
ultimate  disposal  of  which  cannot  be  mueh 
longer  delayed. 

1  will  not  engage  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  discuss  the  mere  legal  doubts  which  hate 
always  been  raised  whenever  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  legislate  in  relation  to  tlie  In- 
dian treaties.  It  is  possible  that  by  a  strict 
interpretation  of  phrases  those  treaties  have 
created,  or  rather  have  sought  to  create,  cer- 
tain distinct  nationalities,  and  have  sought  to 
recognise  in  certain  Indian  tribes  an  inherent 
right  to  and  ownership  in  common  of  a  portion 
of  the  soil  of  the  country,  a  possession  from 
which  they  may  not  be  diverted  without  the 
commitment  of  an  assured  legal  force,  arbi- 
trary and  therefore  repugnant  to  the  terms  of 
the  treaties.  This 'possession,  however,  does 
not  in  any  material  respect  differ  from  that  by 
which  the  aborigines  at  one  time  held  the  land 
upon  which  this  Capitol  stands;  and  to  admit 
tbat  these  treaties  are  beyond  the  i>ower  of 
Congress  to  amend,  change,  or  set  aside,  is  to 
create  a  new  lien  upon  all  property  in  the 
country,  and  to  assert  that  a  nation  or  nations 
wiUi  distinct  customs,  rights,  and  privileges 


can  exist  within  our  own  nation,  deriving  their 
life  and  support  from  this  Government,  and 
yet  form  no  part  of  it ;  nor,  even  if  the  theory  be 
carried  to  its  legitimate  conclusion,  be  at  all 
subject  to  its  internal  police  laws,  save  when 
that  police  is  administered  as  a  right  of  war. 
From  such  an  anomalous  position  a  nation 
must  recede,  even  at  the  expense  of  violating 
the  letter  of  treaties — if  compacts  with  subjects 
can  be  called  treaties — or  it  must  surrender 
the  principle  of  inherent  sovereignty  upon 
whicn  its  own  existence  depends. 

In  the  consideration  of  these  Indian  tieaties, 
therefore,  I  prefer  to  be  governed  rather  by  the 
spirit  than  the  letter  thereof,  and  to  rather  rec- 
ognize the  Indian  as  a  possible  citizen,  than  as  a 
child- like  ward  or  an  implacable  enemy.  In 
so  far,  too,  I  believe  that,  despite  the  nominal 
maintenance  of  the  treaties  by  the  Indian 
department,  this  position  has  been  assumed  by 
the  United  States  courts  in  adjudging  guilty  of 
misdemeanor  those  who  have  violated  the 
internal  revenue  laws  upon  this  reserved  land 
of  the  Indian,  even  when  such  violation  has 
been  tacitly,  at  least,  approved  by  the  tribes 
or  nations  which  claim  exclusive  ownership  of 
and  jurisdiction  over  the  land  and  the  people 
residing  thereon.  Certainly  where  the  tax- 
gatherer  and  informer  may  go  in  violation  of 
treaties,  we  may  proceed  in  the  extending  of 
more  noble  attributes  of  civilization. 

Sir,  a  glance  at  the  map  will  show  the  error 
of  those  who.  in  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees, 
Choctaws,  and  other  tribes  from  the  east  to 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  deemed  that 
in  locating  them  anew  west  of  tiie  Arkansas 
and  Missouri  State  lines  they  had  placed  them 
beyond  the  march  of  civilization,  and  in  a  re- 
gion which  could  be  closed  against  intrusion 
by  lines  of  commerce  and  national  intercom- 
munication. The  Indian  possession  of  the 
State  of  New  York  would  be  no  greater  bar- 
rier to  commerce  and  communication  between 
the  people  of  New  England  and  those  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Kentucky,  and  Illinois,  than  the  ex- 
clusive possession  by  that  race  of  the  Indian 
territory  as  common  and  undivisible  prop- 
erty does  between  the  peonle  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  and  those  of  Missouri,  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and 
Ulinois.  The  closing  of  the  State  of  New  York 
by  such  possession,  and  the  sundering  of  the 
water  communication  between  the  great  lakes 
and  the  Atlantic,  would  be  scarcely  a  greater 
calamity  to  the  commerce  of  the  Union  than 
will  be  the  irrevocable  setting  aside  of  a  large 
territory  of  fertile  country  in  the  very  center 
of  the  western  portion  of  the  Mississippi  valley, 
and  creating  an  impassable  barrier  between 
the  grain-producing  regions  of  the  Northwest 
and  the  cotton  and  sugar-producing  lands  of 
the  Gulf  regions,  between  the  wool  product  of 
the  extreme  West;  and  the  manufacturers  of  the 
East,  preventing  the  completion  of  a  midland 
route  to  the  Pacific,  and  delaying  for  scores  of 
^ears  the  settlement  of  Arizona  and  New  Mex- 
ico, and  the  development  of  the  varied  mineral 
resources  of  these  vast  Territories.  Not  only 
so,  but  should  the  project,  which  seems  to  find 
favor  in  some  quarters,  to  extend  those  reserva- 
tions and  gather  thereon  other  tribes  of  Indians, 
including  the  warlike  Comanches,  Arapahoes, 
&0.,  be  carried  into  effect,  the  States  which  now 
form  the  boundaries  of  this  proposed  new  Ter- 
ritory would  forever  remain  border  States.  In 
that  event  neither  Missouri,  Texas,  Arkansas, 
nor  Kansas,  could  hope  to  develope  the  bor- 
der portion  of  their  domain;  their  inhabitants 
would  never  be  free  from  apprehension  of  an 
Indian  war ;  the  personal  property  of  their  citi- 
zens would  never  be  free  from  the  depredation 
of  predatory  strife,  for  where  you  by  law  ex- 
clude civilization  you  cannot  cultivate  moral 
responsibility ;  and*,  lacking  the  facilities  for 
cheaply  transporting  the  product  of  their  fields 
to  the  markets  most  requiring  them,  cultiva- 
tion would  be  neglected,  and  a  portion  of  the 
country  the  richest  and  fairest,  as  it  is  the 
most  central  of  all  its  domain,  would  be 


646 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  27, 


doomed  to  a  mere  backwoods  existence,  nntil 
the  poverty  following  ignorance,  the  feuds  en- 
genaered  by  lawless  life,  the  diseases  arising 
from  forced  idleness  and  restraint  from  accos- 
tomed  pursuits  unrelieved  by  preparation  for 
other  occupation,  would  slowly  decimate  the 
victims  of^  national  sentimentality,  leaving 
broad  tracts  capable  of  awakening  the  industry 
of  communities,  as  large  as  some  of  the  sea- 
board States,  to  the*  possession  of  a  few  scat- 
tered representatives  of  a  race,  and  the  ulti- 
mate spoliation  of  renegade  white  men,  willing 
to  sink  their  birthright  by  adoption  into 
another  race  for  the  sake  of  seizing  the  rever- 
sionary interest  in  its  lands. 

To  any  one  familiar  with  the  westward  pro- 
gress of  civilization,  it  is  evident  that  the  area 
of  wheat  cultivation  is  extending  only  in  that 
direction.  Its  center  has  already  passed  beyond 
Ohio,  and  within  a  few  years  will  be  found  west 
of  Missouri.  The  center  of  com  production 
and  consequently  of  animal  production  tends 
rapidly  in  the  same  direction.  On  the  north 
cured  meats  for  southern  consumption  must  be 
manufactured,  and  on  the  south,  with  its  wide 
stretch  of  natural  pasture  lands,  must  be  reared 
the  beeves  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  more 
northern  and  eastern  States,  yet  to  close  com- 
munication between  these  sections  is  to  delay 
production  upon  either  side  of  the  boundary 
line,  and  it  follows  you  cannot  reduce  Missoun, 
Kansas,  and  Arkansas  to  the  position  of  border 
States  withoutdelaying  production  in  the  States 
north  and  south  thereof,  which  States,  denied 
direct  communication  and  interchange  of  pro- 
ducts upon  short  and  therefore  cheap  lines  of 
transportation,  burdened  by  States  partially 
developed,  and  hampered  and  thwarted  in 
their  own  development,  must  seek  remunera- 
tion in  higher  prices  from  others. 

Whatever  adds  to  the  cost  of  producing  cot- 
ton in  any  considerable  portion  of  the  country 
affects  the  value  of  that  staple  in  all  portions, 
and  to  deny  to  the  cotton  producer  of  Texas 
direct  access  to  food-supplying  regions  is  to 
increase  the  cost  of  suchproduction  ;  to  deny 
the  farmer  of  Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  other  por- 
tions of  the  Northwest,  directand  cheap  com- 
munication with  the  South,  by  the  maintenance 
of  a  political  wall  midway  across  the  country, 
is  to  injuriouslv  affect  not  only  them  but  every 
inhabitant  of  tne  North  and  East,  who  will  be 
still  further  burdened  by  a  forced  carrying  of 
their  beef  supply  by  circuitous  routes  as  well 
as  by  a  restriction  of  if  not  a  diminution  in  the 
area  of  its  production. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  where  civilization  is 
excluded,  moral  responsibility  cannot  be  culti- 
vated. I  should,  perhaps,  have  said  that  where 
tfelf  dependence  is  rejected  civilization  cannot 
be  assured ;  that  the  buying  of  hoes  and  spades, 
the  giving  of  harness,  the  consignment  of 
plows,  the  subsidizing  of  carpenters  and  black- 
smiths, and  even  the  erection  of  school- houses 
and  churches,  and  the  employment  of  teachers 
and  the  clergy,  will  fail  to  elevate  the  Indian 
into  manhood  and  cultivate  in  bim  those  ele- 
ments of  self-independence  which  form  the 
basis  of  republican  citizenship,  the  submission 
to  no  authority  except  that  of  law  and  order, 
not  even  that  of  self  will  and  self-indulgence. 
It  is  in  this  respect,  to  my  apprehension,  that 
so  far,  while  caviling  over  tne  letter  of  the 
treaties  with  the  Cboctaws,  Gherokees,  and 
their  associated  tribes,  the  Government  has 
broken,  if  not  well-nigh  destroyed,  the  spirit 
thereof.  Promised  civilization,  they  have  been 
given  only  its  husks ;  placed  in  possession  of  a 
vast  property,  sedulous  care  has  been  taken  that 
they  should  neither  understand  nor  realize  its 
value.  They  have  in  all  respects  been  treated 
like  a  bevy  of  children,  to  whom  we  give  costly 
articles  for  common  playthings,  yet  refuse 
to  allow  them,  even  by  cdmmon  consent,  to 
divide  them  into  individual  ownership  or  to 
utilize  the  value  thereof  for  their  own  benefit 
or  that  of  others.  They  have  been  hedged 
in  by  restrictions,  prevented  from  developing 
their  own  capability  for  self-govemnrent,  oy  a 


refusal  of  all  participation  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment except  at  the  cost  of  abandoning  their 
race ;  and  now,  while  it  is  claimed  that  this 
elevation  may  not  be  accorded  to  them,  it  is 
not  denied  that  other  and  less  civilized  tribes 
mav  be  forced  into  communication  with  them, 
and  be  placed  upon  adjacent  reservations,  to 
be  governed  by  the  same  agents  and  to  share 
in  the  same  mockery  of  self-government  so 
long  as  it  be  done  in  the  form  of  independent, 
but  the  terrible  subjectiveness  of  conquered 
and  abased  nationalities. 

It  is  this  mistake  that  is  sought  to  be  cor- 
rected in  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Oklahama. 

The  bill  in  its  provisions  differs  in  no  re- 
spect from  that  for  the  government  of  other 
lerritories,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is  forced  to 
deal  with  a  semi-government  already  in  force, 
and  with  rights  of  property  acquired  under  the 
treaties  by  virtue  ot  wnich  the  Indians  settled 
in  that  region.  It  provides  for  elections  to  be 
held,  in  wnich  the  tribes  shall  first  have  the 
representation  to  which  they  may  be  numer- 
ically entitled ;  it  recognizes  their  tribal  dis- 
tinctions and  customs  in  the  first  election, 
permits  the  representatives  so  elected  to  pro- 
vide for  other  elections,  and  prevents  the 
forced  increase  of  population  in  said  Territory 
and  representation  in  its  council  through  the 
removal  of  other  and  alien  tribes  thereto.  It 
frankly  and  fully  admits  the  right  of  property 
in  the  assembled  tribes  to  all  lands  in  the 
Territory,  but  as  the  national  Government  is 
the  natural  guardian  of  the  tribes,  it  places  that 
property  in  a  position  that  it  may  be  utilized 
tor  the  benefit  of  each  individual  member 
thereof,  while  it  stimulates  self-respect  by 
providing  for  individual  ownership.  It  first 
secures  to  each  member  of  the  tribes,  male  or 
female,  adult  or  infant,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  giving  to  those  who  have  made 
improvements  the  prior  right  to  that  section 
upon  which  such  improvements  are  situate ; 
and  if  such  improvements  cover  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  section,  the  right  to  purchase  the 
remainder  at  a  minimum  valuation.  It  makes 
ample  reservations  for  school  and  reli&ious  pur- 
poses, prevents  for  a  term  of  years  the  aliena- 
tion of  titles  of  land  selected  by  Indians,  and 
provides  for  the  sale  of  the  remaining  lands  at 
a  price  not  le  s  than  $1  25  per  acre,  the  pro- 
ceeds to  be  scrupulously  set  aside  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  their  education,  the 
erection  of  buildings,  and  the  purchase  of  ma- 
chinery, tools,  &c.,  needed  tor  the  develop- 
ment or  cultivation  of  their  lands. 

The  bill,  therefore,  so  far  from  taking  from 
the  tribes  any  portion  of  their  property,  sim- 
ply proposes  to  make  available  so  much  thereof 
as  now  lies  waste,  and  while  adding  to  and 
extending  the  area  of  cultivated  territory,  to 
induce  cultivation  of  the  lands  which  will  then 
be  retained  by  the  Indians,  by  furnishing  mate- 
rial aid  for  its  development  through  education 
and  proper  appliances  for  work ;  by  opening 
the  country  and  thereby  affording  lacilities  for 
transporting  products  to  markets ;  by  exciting 
emulation ;  by  creating  the  respect  incident  to 
citizenship ;  by  infusing  the  incentive  of  indi- 
vidual proprietorship  of  the  soil  and  ownership 
of  the  crops  grown  thereon. 

Further,  this  bill  will  make  the  Indians  now 
settled  in  the  Indian  territory  the  wealthiest 
P|eople  in  this  nation  by  securing  to  them  the 
rightful  use  of  the  valuable  property  now  in  their 
possession,  but  unused  and  unavailable.  I  base 
this  assertion  upon  statistics  presented  by 
Colonel  E.  C.  JBoudinot,  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  in  a  speech  delivered  at  Vinita  (Cher- 
okee nation)  last  September.  That  gen  tieman 
states  the  number  of  acres  in  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory at  forty-eight  millions,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants at  sixty  thousand — a  territory  of  upward 
of  seventy- two  thousand  square  miles,  five  thou- 
sand more  than  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  which 
is  the  largest  in  area,  except  Texas,  in  the 
Union.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  after 
socaring  to  each  inhabitant  the  one  hundred  I 


and  sixty  acres  of  selected  land  there  wodd 
remain  to  be  sold  88,400,000  acres,  which  would 
at  the  minimum  price  establishea  in  this  bill 
amount  to  $48,000,000,  yielding  at  five  per 
cent,  a  yearly  subsidy  of  $2,400,000— fortj 
dollars  per  individual,  or,  estimating  fkmiiici 
to  average  four  persons  each,  $160  per  fkmil;. 
Here,  then,  by  this  bill  each  family  is  secured 
a  homestead  oT  six  hundred  and  forty  seres, 
inalienable  for  ten  years,  the  value  of  irhidi— 
the  homesteads  being  selected  before  any  lands 
are  offered  for  sale,  and  having,  as  theydoaU- 
less  will,  close  proximity  to  valuable  wster- 
courses,  or  to  two  of  the  most  important  nil- 
roads  in  the  country — cannot  be  estimated  si 
less  than  five  dollars  per  acre  (or  $3,200  esch) 
and  an  annual  annuity  of  $160.  Compared 
with  the  average  family  possessions  of  the  most 
prosperous  of  the  eastern  States,  this  would  be 
wealth  indeed  ;  the  assessed  real  and  personal 
property  of  each  family  in  Ohio,  inclodiogthe 
cities  as  well  as  the  country,  being  only  |2,271, 
that  of  Massachusetts  only  $3,670,  or  bat  stride 
more  than  the  value  of  the  real  estate  reserved 
to  each  family  to  be  included  in  the  Territory 
of  Oklahama.  Certainly  to  such  a  propoiitioB 
as  this  the  term  *' robbery  *'  will  ooi  applj; 
acainst  it  the  objection  of  wrongful  conrernon 
of  private  property  for  public  use  wiU  not  la;. 
No  right  that  this  Government  can  accord  to 
the  most  favored  citizen  is  refused ;  no  loop- 
hole by  which  the  most  ignorant  cao  be  be- 
trayed into  loss. 

This,  sir,  therefore  seems  to  me  a  proper 
solution  of  the  Indian  question,  as  it  dispwes 
finally  of  the  anomaly  of  conflicting  national- 
ities ;  as  it  opens  the  pathway  of  civilization 
toward  our  rich  possessions  in  the  Southwest, 
affords  direct  communication  between  the  peo- 

Sle  of  the  Northwest  and  the  vast  cotton- pro- 
ucing  region  west  of  the  Mississippi,  removes 
from  four  of  the  principal  States  of  the  Union 
the  curse  of  border  life,  prepares  for  the  more 
speedy  settlement  and  aevelopment  of  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona,  prevents  the  closing  of 
an  important  route  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and 
places  the  Indian  in  a  position  where  he  may 
acquire  a  right  of  citizenship  and  the  pover 
to  prolong  his  race  by  competing  with  the 
white  man  on  equal  terms  as  to  self-govern- 
ment and  respect  to  laws  which  must  and  will 
be  enforced,  even  if  that  race  be  extingaisbed 
thereby. 

THB  TARIFF  AND  PENNSTLYANIA. 

Mr.  TO WNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  Asthe 
(luestion  of  the  tariff,  with  its  concomitant 
issues  of  free  trade  and  protection,  has  ^sin 
presented  itself  before  Congress  and  is  awdcen- 
ing  great  interest  both  among  free-traders  and 
protectionists,  I  desire  to  make  some  remarks 
concerning  it  as  affecting  not  alone  the  interests 
of  my  constituency  and  State  but  of  the 
nation. 

Denunciation  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  PeoQ- 
svlvania  manufacturers  has  been  the  favorite 
theme  of  gentlemen  with  free-trade  proclivitiest 
not  only  in  this  Congress  but  in  the  last,  sod  in 
others  that  have  preceded  It  in  the  last  decade. 

The  industrial  interesto  of  that  State  have 
been  denounced,  her  manufacturers  have  been 
reviled  as  monopolists,  and  their  serrices  to 
the  country,  in  luldin^  to  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  in  the  production  of  cheap  coal,  iron, 
woolen,  and  cotton  manufactures,  have  been 
decried  as  means  whereby  the  rich  have  been 
made  richer  and  the  poor  have  been  made 
poorer. 

The  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  manufactares 
similar  to  her  own  has  been  assailed  with  great 
virulence  as  imposing  a  tax  which  not  only 
affects  the  price  of  the  articles  imported,  but 
increases  the  price  of  all  similar  articles  which 
may  be  manufactured  throughout  the  Union? 
and  is  declared  to  be  that  much  of  ao  addi- 
tional burden  upon  the  industry  of  the  people. 
This  is  the  old  demagogical  cry  in  which  men 
indulge  who  have  no  sound  arguments  to  aos* 
tain  their  anti^nistic  dootrines,  and  who  prefer 
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t'sdameat.  It  is  easy  to  inflame  n  multitade 
y  depictiDK  ia  Tivia  colors  their  Bupposed 
wrongs,  nna  an  artful  aswlaot  ma;  eicita 
unfonnded  prejudices  whicb  the  wi adorn  of 
atatesmeD  cannot  allaj. 

PeniiiflTaoia  and  her  iodngtrious  ciiizena 
need  ng  defenge  at  my  hands.  Her  record  ia 
before  the  world.  Her  enecgetic  capitalists, 
by  their  enterprise  and  iuduatr;,  have  fur- 
nished the  nation  great  staples  of  wealth  in 
coal  and  iroo,  and  have  rendered  ber  people 
prosperoas,  contented,  and  happy.  Her 
mechanics  and  artiaaas  have  steady  <rork  at 
f^ood  wages.  Her  formers  have  a  remuneca- 
tivB  market  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
their  hooies,  and  the  manufacturer  and  the 
farmer  beioB  placed  side  by  side,  each  has  a 
&ir  reward  for  the  labor  of  his  hands. 

Snch  a  scene  of  prosperity  is  nowhere  to 
be.  wilnsMed  except  in  those  countries  whose 
Governments  have  taken  care  to  protect  the 
industries  of  their  own  people,  preferring  their 
labor  to  that  of  foreigners,  while  in  countries 
like  Ireland  and  Turkey,  where  practical  free 
trade  prevails,  poverty  of  the  masses  is  the  rule 
and  prosperity  the  exception. 

It  conies  with  an  ill  grace  from  gentlemen 
of  free-trade  sentiments,  who  represent  tbe 
|[reat  commereial  cities,  to  complain  of  mo- 
nopoUsts  and  monopolies.  Tbey  enjoy  a 
monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade  and  other 
matters. 

By  tbe  act  of  1817  "do  eoods.  wares,  or 
merchandise  shall  be  imported,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiture  thereof,  from  one  port  of  the 
United  States  to  another  port  of  tbe  Uaited 
States  in  a  vessel  belonging  wholly  or  in  part 
to  a  subject  of  any  foreign  Power." 

No  foreigner  can  sell  to  us,  however  cheap, 
or  own  an;  part  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  that 
trade. 

So,  too,  the  master  of  any  vessel  engaged 
in  the  coaaticig  trade  must  be  a  citizen  of  tbe 
United  States. 

By  these  laws  all  foreign  competition  is 
prohibited,  and  the  whole  Atlantic  coasting 
trade  ia  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuala, 
tbe  greater  part  of  whom  are  cilizena  of 
KewTork. 

If  foreign  competition  in  building  veasels 
for  that  trade  or  in  manning  and  navigating 
them  should  I^e  allowed,  I  have  no  doubt 
foreigners  would,  for  a  time  at  least,  carry  the 
trade  from  one  part  of  oor  country  lo  another 
at  leaa  rates  than  it  is  carried  now,  but  by  the 
navigation  laws  the  privileges  of  the  coasting 
trade  are  vested  in  a  few  hands,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  keepdowa  the  coat  of  freight  except 
domestie  competition.  Where  that  competi- 
tion ia  reatricted,  it  is  easy  to  make  combiua- 
tiona  to  keep  up  prices,  and  the  aea-goi ng  carry- 
ing trade  being  cheaper  than  railroad  transport- 
ation, it  feels  little  apprehension  of  successful 
rivaliy.  In  addition  to  these  privileges  the 
Government  expends  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
million  dollara  annually  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy,  whose  principal  object  is  the  protection 
of  commerce,  and  coosequeutly  for  tlie  benefit 
immediately  of  the  few  who  are  engaged 
therein. 

Here,  then,  are  instances  of  a  direct  iutcr- 
ference  by  the  national  Government  in  com- 
mercial matters  for  tbe  benefit  of  small  claaaea 
of  individuals,  giving  tbem  direct  protection ; 
yet  I  have  never  heard  uttered  a  word  of  oppo- 
sition by  gentlemen  from  the  commercial  cities 
against  these  esclasive  privileges.  Now,  I  do 
not  object  to  this.  On  the  contrary,  I  rejoice 
thatour  laws  are  such  as  to  give  tbe  home  trade 
to  onr  own  people.  It  is  to  this  principle  that 
Great  Britain  and  France  owe  much  of  their 
commercial  greatness.  I  merely  mcniion  it  \o 
ahow  that  while  tbe  gentlemen  from  the  great 
commercial  emporium  denounce  Pennsylvania 
for  her  "monopoly,"  as  thev  are  pleased  to 
term  it,  of  coal  and  iron,  they  should  at  the  same 
time  denouDoe  the  ibip-owDera  of  New  Yorlc 


and  other  commereial   cities  who   e^jof  the 

coBBting- trade  monopoly. 

In  addition  to  these  privileges  the  free-trade 
city  of  New  York  has  managed  to  secure  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  benefits  granted  by 
tbe  national  banking  taws.  By  the  act  of  1863 
one  half  of  the  currency  created  by  ^oselaws 
was  to  be  divided  among  tbe  Stales  according 
to  population,  and  the  other  half  according  to 
their  oaoking  capital,  resources,  aod  business. 
After  this  apportionment  was  made,  tbe  law 
of  1866  allowed  all  tbe  Sute  banks  to  become 
national  banks.  This  made  distribution  of 
currency  disproportionate,  and  New  York  city 
obtained  more  than  ber  share  of  the  natioaal 
bank  currency.  (See  report  of  Comptroller  of 
tbe  Currency  for  1666.) 

Before  tbe  national  hank  act  was  passed  New. 
York  city  never  could  aostain  more  than 
$10,000,000  of  currency,  us  tbe  reports  on  the 
finances  show.  By  the  Comptroller's  report 
for  IS70,  she  had  $33,000,000  of  circulation, 
beipg  a  direct  gain  of  $23,000,000  of  working 
capital  through  the  intervention  of  those  acta 

Tbe'pcoportion  of  national  circulation  to  the 
whole  population  of  the  nation  was,  by  that 
report,  $7  G2  per  head.  Of  tbat  ciraulatiou 
PbiWelpbia  had  $1S  42  per  bead,  whileNew 
York  ci^  had  £35  21  per  head.  The  surplus 
fund  and  profits  of  all  tbe  hanks  averaged  only 
$3  44  per  head  ;  those  of  Philadelphia  were 
$12  per  head,  while  those  of  New  York  city 
were  $30  64  per  bead.  It  ma;  be  said,  how- 
ever, that  New  York,  beiug  so  densely  popu- 
lated, was  entitled  to  a  large  amount  of  circu- 
Utioo,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  iu 
great  cities  there  is  much  less  need,  propor- 
tionately, for  currency  tban  in  sparsely  popu- 
lated districts  i  for  in  cities  the  greater  part 
of  the  business  ia  done  by  bank  checks;  and 
as  her  population  is  but  about  one  fortieth  of 
the  population  of  the  Union,  and  fhe  has  one 
ninth  of  tbe  whole  bank  circulation,  abe  has 
monopolized  even  more  than  the  liou's  share. 
This  IS  far  beyond  what  she  is  justly  entitled 
to  under  the  law,  and  she  enjoys  it  at  the 
expense  of  other  and  less  favored  portions  of 
the  nation.  It  is  more  of  a  monopoly  tban 
any  duties  on  imparts  afford  to  any  State, 
because  it  ia  a  monopoly  of  the  life-blood  ot 
iuternal  commerce ;  and  more  than  that,  as 
managed,  it  eierciaea  the  worst  passible  influ- 
ence on  all  the  industry  of  the  country. 

Ae  I  said  awhile  ago,  before  the  national 
cnrrency  act  was  passed  New  York  city  could 
not  steadily  employ  $10,000,000  of  circula- 
tion, because  her  notes  were  soon  brought 
back  for  redemption  if  there  were  any  issues 
for  speculative  purposes,  but  under  the  new 
system  ber  circulation,  not  coming  back  on 
her  for  redemption,  enahies  her  to  loan  at 
least  $20,000,000  to  apeculatois  and  stock 
gamblers,  whose  efforts  to  make  "corners"  or 
to  "bull"  or  "bear"  the  leading  stocks  of 
the  country  and  gold  have  been  the  occasions 
of  such  unfortunate  fluctuations  in  prices  as  to 
beggar  thousands  who  were  drawn  into  the 
whirlpool,  and  lo  unsettle  and  distress  al!  the 
legitimate  branches  of  industry.  If  the  addi- 
tion to  her  bankiug  circulation  were  wisely 
used  for  leiitimate  buaiuess  purposes  there 
would  he  leas  cause  of  complaint,  but  when 
we  see  daily  iu  the  newspapers  that  "call 
loans"  to  specula  tors  are  placed  ut  six  per 
cent,  and  prime  business  paper  with  double 
names  bos  to  pay  ten  to  twelve  per  cent.,  it  is 
evident  that  a  large  portiou  of  this  accession 
of  circulation  is  used  for  the  benefit  of  spec- 
ulators and  stock  pmblers,  and  not  for  the 
business  interests  ot  the  community. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  mooopoliea  which 
they  overlook  in  their  wholesale  denunciation 
of  Pennsylvania.  New  York  not  only  enjoys 
the  benebt  of  monopolizing  the  good  things, 
tbe  trade  and  commerce  and  an  undue  share 
of  the  currency  of  the  country,  but  she  enjoys 
the  bad  eminence  of  a  monopoly  of  great 
financial  ciime.    Of  this  monopoly,  however, 


no  one  envies  her.  Her  Tammany  Society, 
hec  great  leading  political  organization,  boa 
been  discovered  by  an  indignant  people  to  be 
used  inlhe  interest  of  a  den  of  thieves.     Uit- 


and  a  half  years  the  debt  has  been 
increased  $71,000,000,  a  large  portion  of 
which  was  unqualifiedly  stolen,  in  addition  lo 
$50,000,000  oi  taxes  squandered  without  an 
adeijuate  return,  and  the  chief  sachem  of  the 
society,  tl)e  chief  robber  of  ber  treasury,  has 
been  elected  Slate  senator  by  an  admiring  con- 
stituency, by  twelve  thonsano  majority,  over  an 
honest  man. 

All  this  money  thus  faithlessly  used  or  felo- 
niously appropriated  has  been  applied  by  a  few 
leaders  of  Tammany  to  their  own  benefit  and 
and  that  of  the  society.  It  has  beei^  used  in 
the  purchase  of  weak-kneed  legislators  and 
corrupt  legislation;  in  buildiug  and  furniah- 
iog  palatial  mansionsi  in  erecting  magniQcent 
atables ;  in  keeping  fine  atuds  of  horses ;  iu 
Ibe  purchase  of  regal  equipages,  diamonds, 
and  jewelry;  in  investments  in  United  States 
secnrilies,  and  in  all  sorts  of  riotous  living, 
to  the  debauching  of  their  own  morals  and  an 
evil  example  to  the  maaaes. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Not  content  with  these 
unparalleled  larcenies  of  the  people's  moneyed 
treasures,  the  great  monopolizer,  Tammany, 
has  endeavored  to  steal  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  That  society  has  done  more  to  rob 
(he  people  of  their  political  rights,  and  monop- 
olize their  political  power,  than  all  the  ballol- 
box  BlnSers  in  the  land  besides.  By  fraud  and 
corruption  ita  leaders  have  ruled  the  great 
Stale  of  New  York,  and  ihrougb  New  York 
they  aspired  to  rule  the  nation.  How  Tam- 
many did  it  ia  now  well  known  to  the  world  at 
large,  and  has  gone  down  into  history,  in  the 
words  of  a  distinguished  member  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Roosevelt,}  who  assumes  lo  know 
of  what  he  speaks,  and  who  manfully  labored 
to  produce  its  fall. 

The  gentlemen  from  New  York,  by  Iheir 
outcries  against  Pennsylvania,  have  induced 
some  members  from  the  Weat  U>  believe  in  ihe 
idea  thai  Pennsylvania  manufacturers  are  mo- 
nopolists, eHpeciully  in  the  article  of  iron,  and 
have  led  them  lo  join  in  the  unjust  deuuncia- 
tion.  The  duty  on  iron,  or  any  other  com- 
modity, whethersuch  dutiable  article  be  similar 
to  our  products  or  manufactures  or  not,  does 
not  necessarily  add  to  thecosltotheconaumei' 
thereof.  Generally  it  cheapens  it,  as  it  has 
done  in  the  caseof  Besseinersteel rails,  cotton 
cloths,  woolens,  and  many  other  productions. 
Those  who  use  such  raila,  cottons,  or  woolens, 
and  have  to  pay  for  them,  know  best  tbeeflect 
of  the  tariff  upon  them. 

It  ia  atill  in  tbe  recollection  of  those  who 
sat  in  the  last  Congress  that  niiiety-Gve  gentle- 
men, repreaenting  some  aereuty  different  rail- 
road companies  controlling  a  capital  of  several 
hundred  million  dollars,  presented  their  peti- 
tion to  Congress  asking  a  duly  of  $44  60  per 
ton  on  steel  raila.  For  such  a  request  they 
gave  the  reason  thai — 

•  MDatrnotlaa  at  the  first 

.0  t2ESenmn«r.)  for  stetl 
iTar*bBilt,rorai(aikilJ>d 
m  instructtil.  anil  domci. 
and  ipieiel,  (after  muir 
nd  lo  prodBea  •laellcnt 
i(n  artula  was  trodaallr 


for  lupport,  tba  buiineu  !■  Ihreataoad  with  anai- 
hilation  br  tha  piaaauraot  Kafluh  and  Prunlu 

It  was  for  such  reasons  that  those  genllemen 
asked  for  an  increased  duty  on  such  rails, 
being  well  assured  that  it  would  lower  the  cost 
to  tbem  iuatead  of  raising  it.  Congress  com- 
plied with  their  request  so  far  as  lo  impose  on 
snch  rails  a  duly  of  twealj-eight  dollars  per 
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ton.  In  addition  tc  this  instance  of  a  protect- 
ive datj  cheapening  manafactared  products, 
let  me  add  that  but  a  few  months  ago  the 
Phoenix  Iron  Company  entered  into  competi- 
tion with  the  whole  world  for  the  building  of 
iron  bridges  for  a  Canadian  railway.     By  the 

Erotection  atforded  by  the  tariff,  that  company 
ad  been  enabled  to  have  enough  of  the  home 
market  to  give  its  employes  opportunities  to 
acquire  skill  in  the  manufacture  of  all  iron 
bridge- work,  and,  by  newly  invented  processes 
resulting  from  that  protection,  and  the  skill 
and  ingenuity  of  their  workmen,  they  were 
enabled  successfally  to  compete  with  England 
and  Canada,  and  secure  the  contract,  which 
they  are  filling  now.  This  protection,  took 
nothing  out  of  the  coffers  of  the  nation,  nor 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  but  brought 
money  here  from  Canada  lor  our  surplus  com- 
modities ;  yet  western  gentlemen  join  in  the 
cry  of  Pennsylvania  monopoly. 

If  there  be  any  class  besides  the  commercial 
cities  that  enjoys  monopolies  it  is  the  railroad 
men  of  the  West.  They  have  already  had  in 
good  bonds  toward  the  building  of  their  great 
railroads  the  sum  of  $64,618,882,  the  interest 
on  which  has  been  guaranted  by  the  nation, 
and  the  Government  has  already  paid  on  Such 
guarantee  $9,858,210  more  than  it  has  re- 
ceived in  shape  of  transportation  of  mails  and 
military  stores,  as  appears  by  last  Treasury 
report.  Besides  this,  they  have  had  princely 
donations  in  public  lands,  embracing  what  is 
equivalent  to  a  solid  belt  of  latid  twentv  miles 
in  width  on  both  sides  of  the  principal  through 
lines  throughont  their  whole  extent.  These 
gifts  of  a  beneficent  Government  to  the  differ- 
ent railroads  of  the  country  will  amount  to 
the  enormous  earn  of  two  hundred  million 
acres.  They  had  the  most  of  these  immense 
donations  before  the  homestead  principle  giv- 
ing land(s  to  actual  settlers  was  inaugurated, 
and  even  now,  with  that  homestead  principle 
existing,  the  railroad  companies  have  an  advan- 
tage over  the  individual  citizen,  for,  to  the  great 
masses  of  the  people  the  gift  of  a  fiirm  under 
the  homestead  act  amounts  to  nothing,  for 
they  cannot  occupy  and  improve  it. 

1  do  not  complain  of  this  railroad  policy. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  was  wise  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  nation  in  the  development  of  vast 
regions  that  would  otherwise  have  long  lain 
untouched  by  civilization,  but  which,  under  rail- 
road facilities  of  access  and  transportation,  are 
now  yielding  great  wealth  to  the  nation.  By 
late  statistics,  compiled  by  Mr.  Poor,  it  appeams 
that  in  1880,  we  had  but  28  miles  of  railroad  ; 
in  1840  we  had  2,818;  in  1860  we  bad  9,021; 
in  1860  we  had  80,635 ;  and  in  1870  we  had 
53,899  miles  of  railroads,  made  at  a  cost  of 
$2,400,000,000.  In  1870,  their  earnings  were 
$450,000,000,  they  carried  125,000,000  of  ton- 
nage, whose  value  was  estimated  at  $10,875,- 
750,000.  We  may  perhaps  have  gone  as  fiir 
in  that  direction  as  it  is  prudent  at  present  to 
go,  and  can  afford  to  wait  until  those  ^cillties 
to  internal  trade  and  commerce  have  demon- 
strated fully  to  objectors  the  wisdom  of  the 
land-grant  policy. 

I  aflude  to  this  policy  to  remind  gentlemen 
from  the  West  that  it  is  inconsistent  in  them 
to  demand  and  receive  direct  bounties  from 
the  Government  in  land  and  money  for  them- 
selves, and  to  denounce  Pennsylvania  because 
she  enjoys  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
nation  some  protection  for  her  industrioas  tax- 
payers against  the  labor  of  the  half  starved, 
lU-clothed  laborers  of  Europe. 

I  might  here  add  that  the  farmers  of  the 
West  have  a  direct  protection  to  their  products 
in  the  duty  of  20  cents  per  bushel  on  wheat, 
15  cents  per  bushel  on  rye  and  barley,  10  cents 
per  bushel  on  corn  and  oats,  1  cent  per  pound 
on  beef  and  pork,  2  cents  per  pound  on  oacon 
and  hams,  4  cents  per  pound  on  butter  and 
cheese,  8  to  12  cents  per  pound,  and  10  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  wool,  10  per  cent,  on  green 
fruits,  and  25  to  85  per  cent,  on  fruits  when 
pickled  or  preserved,  all  which,  in  times  of 


plentifhl  harvests  throughout  the  world,  is  a 
considerable  item  of  protection  to  them. 

Neither  should  gentlemen  from  the  South- 
west join  in  denunciation  of  the  manufacturing 
interests. 

The  great  stigar  interest  depends  for  its  very 
existence  on  a  protective  tariff.  The  general 
principle  on  which  a  protective  tariff  is  based 
IS  that  by  giving  the  people  of  this  country  an 
equal  chance  with  the  cheaper  labor  and  capi- 
tal of  Europe  we  can  produce  all  the  com- 
modities we  want  to  use  on  as  good  terms, 
through  competition,  as  such  commodities  can 
be  afforded  from  abroad.  With  regard  to  sugar 
this  reason  does  not  fhlly  hold,  for  with  all 
their  appliances,  and  with  a  proteotive  tariff, 
the  Southwest  does  not  appear  able  to  produce 
'  all  the  sugar  we  need. 

If,  then,  as  the  free-traders  argue,  the  tariff 
is  a  direct  tax  on  an  imported  article,  the  sugar 
producers  receive  a  airect  bounty  from  the 
Government  of  one  and  three  quarters  to  four 
cents  per  pound,  and  are  more  justly  the  sub- 
ject of  criticism  than  Pennsylvania  manufac- 
turers, whose  protection  is  not  special,  but  in 
common  with  that  of  the  masses  of  the  people 
of  all  those  other  States  whose  raw  matenal 
affords  them  the  opportunity  of  competition. 

There  should  be  fair  play  in  all  things. 
This  Government  is  a  Government  of  com- 
promises. Its  legislation  is  a  legislation  of 
compromises.  So  vast  is  our  country  in 
extent,  so  great  is  the  diversity  of  its  soil, 
climate,  and  productions,  so  different  are  the 
circumstances  under  which  men  labor,  whether 
as  to  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  to  be  worked 
up,  or  the  cost  of  living  at  the  place  of  manu- 
facture, that  legislation  that  is  beneficial  to 
one  class  would  not  be  so  beneficial  to  another. 
A  duty  which  is  protective  in  one  section  may 
not  be  so  in  another  ;  but  national  legislation 
must  be  general  and  not  local  or  partial, 
although  the  legislation  of  individual  States 
may  be  otherwise.  Hence,  there  may  arise 
inequalities,  but  those  inequalities  in  the  whole 
may  average  one  another  in  such  a  manner 
that  disadvantages  suffered  in  some  cases  may 
be  compensated  by  advantages  gained  else- 
where. This  is  the  principle  upon  which  a 
national  legislation  must  be  founded,  and  he 
who  looks  to  the  immediate  interest  of  a 
particular  locality,  without  taking  a  survey  of 
the  interests  of  the  whole  people,  has  but  an 
imperfect  idea  of  the  duties  of  a  Congress 
le^slating  for  a  whole  nation. 

While  Pennsylvania,  in  the  duties  which  are 
levied  on  her  staple  commodities  in  the  dif- 
ferent stages  of  their  production,  receives  some 
protection  a^inst  the  cheaper  labor  and  capital 
of  the  Old  World,  she  does  not  receive  as  much 

Srotection  on  similar  products  under  the  same 
uty  as  is  received  by  the  western  and  south- 
western States.  Their  greater  distance  from 
the  sea-board  adds,  in  the  shape  of  freights,  to 
their  protection.  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Michigan,  and  others,  South  and  West, 
in  the  location  of  their  iron- works  are  more 
benefited  by  a  given  rate  of  duty  on  iron  than 
is  Pennsylvania,  yet  the  latter  State  is  singled 
out  as  the  great  monopolist,  to  be  denounced 
and  held  up  to  the  indignation  of  the  land. 
But  why  is  Piennsylvania  so  denounced?  Why 
is  it  that  she  is  a  monopolist,  and  how  is  it  that 
she  enhances  the  cost  of  iron  to  the  people  ? 
Gentlemen  from  New  York  say  that  the 
duty  on  iron  adds  inevitably  to  its  cost,  and 
that  it  is  a  certain  tax  on  the  consumer.  This 
assertion  is  unfounded,  and  not  supported  by 
the  facts.  There  is  no  commodity  imported 
on  which  the  duty  is  the  exact  measure  of  the 
increase  in  price  of  such  commodity.  Prioe 
depends  on  many  circumstances.  The  free- 
trader says  that  the  price  to  the  consumer  will 
be  the  invoice  price  with  the  duty  and  im- 
porter's profits  added.  It  will  be  so  occasion- 
ally in  articles  that  we  neither  produce  nor 
manufacture,  as  tea  and  coffee,  but  not  always, 
even  in  them.  Supply  and  demand  of  the 
article,  or  scarcity  and  abundance  of  money. 


will  aff)9Ct  it  If  the  qnantlty  thrown  oa  tbe 
market  be  more  than  it  demands,  the  pme 
will  fall ;  if  the  (juantitY  be  inadequate  to  the 
demand,  the  price  will  rise.  If  mooej  be 
scarce,  the  price  will  fall ;  if  it  be  abuttdaat, 
the  price  will  rise.  If  the  cnrreucy  be  depr^ 
ciated  by  excessive  issues  or  by  distnul  of  iti 
ultimate  redemption,  merchandise  taeuored 
by  it  will  rise.  As  confidence  returns,  the  car- 
rency  will  appreciate  and  prices  will  &IL  The 
market  price  will  continaally  vary  acconiiof 
to  these  circumstances,  or  a  combinatioti  of 
them,  independent  of  cost  abroad  and  doty 
added. 

In  illustration  of  some  of  these  prlnciplet, 
let  me  here  remark  that  coffee,  on  which  the 
duty  has  not  been  changed  for  eighteen  moothi, 
suddenly  rose  in  price  five  cents  a  poaDd  » 
short  time  ago. 

In  addition  to  the  circnmstances  which  I 
have  just  mentioned,  which  affiect  the  price  to 
the  consumers  of  foreign  commodities,  whiefa 
we  cannot  produce  or  manufacture,  there  are 
other  elements  which  affect  the  nrice  ofrach 
foreign  productions  as  we  can  produce  or  mana- 
factore.  The  principal  one  of  these  Is  co!nj)eti- 
tion  at  home.  That  principle  is  brought  into 
action  when  the  Government  imposes  saeh  a 
duty  on  foreign  articles  as  will  aidio  eqaaliziog 
our  industry  in  the  competition  with  tbe  cheap 
labor  and  capital  of  Europe.  Both  capital  and 
labor  can  be  had  there  for  one  half  what  thej 
cost  here;  in  some  places  on  the  contineDt 
labor  can  be  had  for  less  than  hal£  This  well* 
known  fact  is  an  important  advantage  to  the 
foreign  manufacturer.  How  we  cAn  C(«lDte^ 
vail  it  without  adding  to  the  cost  of  the  article 
is  the  problem. 

By  free  trade  or  low  duties  we  would  idnit 
such  articles  so  low  fbr  a  time  that  oor  mana- 
facturers  could  not  compete  with  them,  and 
would  be  driven  fh>m  the  market    When  that 
was  done,  the  foreigner  would  raise  his  prices 
to  suit  bis  own  avarice.     By  imposing  wch  a 
duty  as  will  enable  us  to  manu&cture  and  sell 
any  given  article  and  give  us  a  fiiir  chance  for 
the  home  market,  new  manufactories  will  start 
up,  competition  will  reduce  prices  by  the  80p«- 
rior  skill  and  knowledge  of  our  workmec,  and 
the  foreign  article,  if  introduced  at  ail,  will  he 
introduced  by  the  foreign  manufacturer  pajing 
the  duty  in  a  reduction  of  his  profits.    This 
was  notably  the  case  in  Scotch  pig  iron,  coal, 
and  steel  rails.    Scotch  pig  iron,  in  1845,  sold 
in  Glasgow  at  dOs,  Bd.  per  ton.    As  the  pn>- 
tective  tariff  of  1842  took  effect,  gP&dnaly 
prices  of  Scotch  pig  iron  ran  down  to  4is.  id. 
After  that  tariff  was  overthrown  by  tbe  free  trade 
tariff  of  1854,  prices  run  up  to  795.  9d.  bj  the 
closingup  of  our  furnaces  fbr  want  of  protec- 
tion.  Under  our  later  protective  tariffs  it  came 
down  in  1870  to  54s.  id  per  ton.    So,  too,  as  I 
have  shown    from  the  petition   of  railroM 
officials,  when  the  English  had  the  monopoi; 
of  our  market,  they  charged  us  in  corrency 
$226  per  ton   for  steel    rails,  but  ai  soon 
as  onr  people  had  an  adetinate  duty  imposed 
on  them,  tne  price  came  down  to  less  than 
$10a  per  ton,  neat  which  it  now  remauj^ 
Somewhat  of  the  reduction   may  fwriy  be 
ascribed  to  a  fall  in  the  price  of  gold,  bat  tte 
main  decrease  is  due  to  our  competition.  So, 
too,  with  regard  to  coal.     Before  the  doty  was 
imposed  it  sold  in  Boston  at  $10  40  per  ^f- 
Since  the  duty  of  $1  26  was  laid  it  has  sold  at 
$7  26  per  ton.     Similar  efflects  were  notice- 
able in  the  earlier  protective  tariiR,  btit  I  need 
not  go  further  into  details.  . 

The  free-traders  would  hare  us  befietetHt 
ftee  trade  is  a  national  gain  where  ^^^^^^ 
we  need  can  be  bought  cheaper  abroad  than 
at  home.  This  is  **  a  delusion  and  a  snare, , 
and  is  untrue.  Every  article  we  make  sno 
keep  at  home  adds  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation 
to  the  extent  of  its  value ;  but  if,  instead  oi 
making  such  article  at  home,  we  purchase  n 
abroadwith  money  or  other  eouivalents,  even  at 
ft  less  price  than  we  can  buy  It  at  homV^  "^ 
losers  by  the  transaction  unless  we  can  buy «  » 
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inst  half  tbe  price  it  wonld  cost  tis  at  home.  For 
instaiico,  when  we  order  $1,000,000  worth  of 
iron  rails  from  our  own  manafactarers  and  pay 
for  them  on  completion,  we  have  remaining  in 
the  coantrj  the  $1,000,000  of  money  paid  for 
them  and  also  the  rails,  making  a  total  sum 
of  national  wealth  of  $2,000,000.  Bat  if  we 
are  offered  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  rails  by 
foreigners,  and  we  send  oar  money  abroad  in 
their  purchase,  we  gel  back  $1,250,000  worth 
of  rails,  but  our  money  has  gone  forever.  In 
this  latter  case,  then,  we  have  only  $1,250,000 
of  national  wealth  in  the  last  transaction  as 
against  $2,000,000  of  national  wealth  in  the 
first  one,  being  a  net  loss  to  the  nation  of 
$750,000  in  the  porobase  of  the  rails  abroad, 
and  also  a  disappearance  of  the  money  sent 
abroad  in  the  purchase,  a  loss  of  the  money 
being  a  loss  of  the  life  blood  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, which  if  retained,  here  would  have  given 
employment  to  thousands  of  laborers. 

We  imported  into  this  country  in  the  last 
fiscal  year  $483,000,000  of  dutiable,  commodi- 
ties, of  which  at  least  $800,000,000,  perhaps 
more*  could  have  been  manufactured  or  pro- 
ducea  here.  If  the  tariff  had  been,  as  the 
free -traders  propose,  a  twenty-five  per  cent, 
tariff,  then,  by  importing  instead  of  producing 
them,  we  would  have  lost  to  the  nation  $225,- 
000,000- which  might  have  been  kept  at  home  to 
be  given  as  wages  to  onr  own  artisans,and  which 
vrould  have  added  to  their  comfort  and  hap* 
piness  as  well  as  to  the  capital  and  general 
vrelfare  of  the  country,  and  is  consequently 
a  loss  of  wealth  and  productive  power.  If 
we  had  reserved  the  home  market  for  only 
$200*000,000  of  those  imports,  we  would  have 
eaved  $150,000,000  to  the  people,  and  still 
have  lefl  enough  dutiable  importations  from 
which  to  derive  revenue  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Government. 

Bat  the  free-traders  sav  that  although  such 
operations  may  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation, 
yet  they  are  a  loss  to 'the  individual  citizen. 
This  is  not  true  in  the  long  run,  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation  and  the  prosperity  of  its 
individual  components  are  equivalents. 

The  prosperity  of  the  nation  is  the  aggregate 
of  individual  prosperity.  It  might  seem  in  the 
case  of  the  railroad  company  just  mentioned 
that  it  wonld  be  to  its  individual  benefit  that 
it  shoQld  buy  its  rails  abroad ;  but  when  we 
reflect  that  these  iron-rail  mills  are  located  on 
railroads,  and  give  employment  to  large  nom- 
bers  of  hands,  and  require  great  quantities  of 
raw  materials,  which,  with  the  finished  pro- 
duction, have  to  be  carried  over  those  railroads, 
the  freights  on  commodities  and  receipts  from 
passengers  carried  to  and  from  those  mills 
would,  I  doubt  not,  in  all  cases  more  than 
counterbalance  any  supposed  loss  arising  from 
having  to  purchase  rails  at  such  mills  at  a 
higher  price  than  they  mijzht  be  bought  for  in 
foreign  markets. 

Another  fallacy  of  the  free-traders  is  this, 
that  the  duty  on  an  imported  commodity  raises 
the  price  of  that  article,  and  that  all  such 
commodities  manufactured  in  this  country  will 
rise  in  price  to  the  same  extent,  and  that  we 
have  to  pay  not  only  the  duty  on  the  imported 
article,  but  an  advaace  in  price  on  all  domestic 
productions  consumed  of  a  similar  character, 
equal  to  such  a  duty.  I  have  already  answered 
the  first  part  of  this  fallacy  in  showing  that 
duties  do  not  necessarily  raise  prices,  but  that 
in  most  cases  the  foreigner,  .if  he  wants  to 
enter  into  competition  with  our  manufacturers, 
must  pay  the  duty.  The  absurdity  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  doctrine,  however,  is  so  well  and 
concisely  stated  by  Dr.  Elder,  in  his  **  Ques- 
tions of  the  Day,"  page  230,  that  I  repeat  it 
here.     In  speaking  of  this  doctrine,  he  sayst 

"  Let  us  try  it  thro  ash  the  entire  ran^e  of  its  sap- 
posed  operatioo. 

**Tho  officiul  value  of  all  such  foreiirn  eoods  so 
ehargrcd  with  import  duties,  which  mot  toe  com- 
petioD  of  American  goods  in  the  year  1867-68,  was 
|178«000.000;  the  affgresate  duties  amounted  to 
$85,400,000.  an  average  of  a  small  fraction  less  than 
roriy-«sht  per  cent.   We  have  no  authoritative  esti- 


mate of  the  value  of  luoh  goods  mannfketured  in  ths 
United  States  in  thatyear,  but  we  can  guess.  The 
increase  of  the  year  I860  over  1850  was  eighty -five  per 
cent  I  the  product  of  1860  was  $1,885,000.000 1  eighty* 
Ave  per  cent  will  be  little  enough,  under  all  the  eir- 
cumsUnoes,  to  add  to  the  value  of  1800  for  that  of  1868. 
This  gives  us  $3,487,000,000  at  the  products  of  that 
year,  on  which  sum,  according  to  this  theory,  a  fbrty- 
eight  percent,  increaseof  cost  to  the  consumers  must 
have  fkllen,  and  therefore  the  duties  charged  upon 
the  foreign  import  suroharged  the  prices  of  their 
domestle  rivals f  1,673,600,000,  or  nine  and  a  half  times 
the  amount  of  the  duties  secured  to  the  Treasury  by 
thesystem  of  raising  revenues  at  the  custom-houses  r' 

Who  believes  it? 

This  shows  the  absurdity  of  their  doctrine, 
for  if  it  were  correct,  then,  as  duties  increase 
the  prices  of  the  aggregate  of  oommodities  oon  - 
sumed  in  the  country,  as  well  those  mannfac 
tored  herd  as  those  imported,  to  eight  or  ten 
times  the  amount  of  revenue  raised  by  duties* 
it  is  not  only  bad  economy,  but  a  wicked 
administration  of  governmental  powers  to  im* 
pose  any  duties  at  all.  If  their  theory  be  true, 
all  importations  should  be  free,  the  navigation 
acts  protecting  the  coasting  trade  should  be 
abolished,  Chinese  labor  should  be  systemat^ 
ically  introduced,  and  revenue  should  be  raised 
by  a  system  of  internal  direct  taxation,  with  its 
great  host  of  assessors,  collectors,  and  agents 
all  over  the  country,  in  greater  numbers  and 
more  inquisitorial  in  their  powers  than  those 
who  are  passing  out  of  office  by  the  gradual 
withdrawal  of  the  system  under  which  the  peo- 
ple have  become  so  restive.  Their  principle 
means  this,  or  it  means  nothing. 

Other  enlightened  nations  repudiate  free 
trade;  why  should  ours  adopt  it?  Both  Eng- 
land and  France,  with  whom  we  have  close 
commercial  relations,  lay  duties  on  our  pro- 
ductions; why  should  we  not  lay  duties  on 
theirs?  The  whole  duties  England  realized 
iVom  customs  last  year  were  $104,000,000, 
almost  one  third  of  which,  or  $88,000,000, 
was  realized  by  duties  on  tobacco  and  snuff 
alone,  the  most  of  it  our  production,  being 
more  than  gathered  from  allher  imports  on  tea 
and  coffee,  sugar  and  molasses.  If  we  should 
adopt  free  trade  it  would  be  a  very  one  sided 
affair,  for  England  acknowledges  no  recipro' 
city  that  does  not  inure  to  her  own  advantage. 
If  such  immense  burdens  as  those  just  indi- 
cated are  imposed  upon  the  people,  now  does 
it  happen  that  the  country,  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  debt  laid  upon  it  during  the  rebel 
lion,  is  in  such  a  prosperous  condition  ? 

In  looking  around  we  see  evidences  of  great 
growth  in  wealth  and  power.  Manufactories 
and  the  mechanic  arts  are  everywhere  flour- 
ishing, and  every  man  who  desires  it  can  obtain 
an  opportunity  to  labor  and  receive  an  ade- 
quate reward.  The  internal  commerce  of  onr 
country,  says  Secretary  Bout  well,  is  fifteen 
times  as  great  as  our  foreign  commerce,  and 
if  we  take  into  account  all  the  exchanges  from 
one  party  to  another  during  each  year,  it  is, 
says  Carey,  our  greatest  political  economist, 
fifly  times  as  great.  It  has  been  vastly  aug 
mented  by  the  extension  of  the  railroad  sys' 
tern,  and  that  system  has  had  reflected  back 
on  it  an  increased  prosperity. 

An  additional  evidence  of  the  advance  of 
the  nation  under  the  system  of  protection  is 
to  be  found  in  the  rapid  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  savings  banks,  depositors  and  deposits, 
in  the  last  few  years.  These  are  the  places 
where  are  kept  the  savings  of  people  in  limited 
circumstances.  They  are  the  indices  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  laboring  classes. 

In  Massachusetts  in  1861-62  the  savings 
banks  numbered  98,  with  248,900  depositors 
and  $50,403,674  of  deposits,  being  an  average 
of  $202  50  to  each  depositor.  In  1869-70 
they  had  increased  in  number  to  131,  with 
481,769  depositors,  $112,119,016  of  deposits, 
averaging  $259.67  to  each  depositor. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1861-62  the 
depositors  in  such  institutions  numbered 
242,945,  with  $51,861,848  of  deposits,  being 
an  average  of  $213  to  each  individual,  and 
in  the  year  1870  the  number  of  depositors 


had  increased  to  651,474  and  the  deposits 
to  $194,860,217,  or  $298  to  each  depositor. 
This  aggregate  and  pro  rata  gain  shows  the 
steadily  increasing  wealth  of  the  country 
under  the  fostering  impulses  of  the  protect- 
ive system. 

While  the  free-traders  denounce  this  advan- 
cing prosperity  of  the  whole  country  as  inur- 
ing to  the  benefit  of  a  particular  class ;  while 
they  say  that  il  is  pouring  wealth  into  the 
pockets  of  the  manu&cturers,  they  do  not 
notice  that  it  is  shared  by  the  oommeroial 
cities  whose  commerce  keeps  pace  with  protec- 
tion to  manufacturers  by  the  increased  ability 
to  purchase  which  protection  sives  to  the 
masses  outside  of  those  cities.  Neither  have 
they  ever  yet  given  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the 
question,  '*  If  manufacturing  be  such  a  profit- 
able business,  why  do  free-traders  not  enter 
into  competition  with  those  *  bloated  capital- 
ists'  and  reap  a  portion  of  their  enormous 
profits?"  It  cannot  be  that  they  are  more 
virtuous,  self-sacrificing,  and  patriotic  than  the 
manufacturer,  for  business  men  seek  their  own 
profit  without  ranch  care  as  to  the  effect  tipon 
the  country.  Capital  always  seeks  profitable 
employment,  and  if  these  clamorers  for  free 
trade  believed  that  they  could  make  more 
money  iu  manufacturing  than  they  can  in  their 
chosen  occupations,  they  would  soon  transfer 
their  capital  to  the  better  kinds  of  business. 
They  do  not  believe  their  own  allegations. 

This  clamor  for  free  trade  or  low  duties  does 
not  come  from  the  farmer,  for  he  knows  that 
his  best  market  is  at  home,  and  that  he  can 

fet  the  highest  price  for  his  products  when  he 
as  manufacturers  near  him  to  consume  his 
supplies.  It  does  not  come  from  the  mechanic 
or  artisan,  for  he  is  well  aware  that  he  cannot 
compete  with  the  low  wages  and  cheap  capital 
of  foreign  countries.  It  does  come,  however, 
from  the  manufacturing  interests  abroad  and 
the  importing  interests  of  the  great  Commercial 
cities ;  from  foreign  houses  and  their  agents 
here,  who  know  that  the  more  unrestrained  the 
foreign  commerce  the  greater  will  be  their 
profits.  The  New  York  World  of  September 
18,  1871,  says: 

**  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  leading  forei^  commerce 
of  New  York,  its  most  important  banking  buslneit, 
and  iiimoetproeperoai  trades  and  manufactures,  are 
largely,  indeed  almost overwheltuiogly,  in  thebandi 
of  citizens  and  residents  of  foreign  birth. '' 

So,  too,  the  same  newspaper  of  September 
23,  1871,  says : 


any  reason  to  inppoee  tbat  it  can  be  made  tuoh.'' 

From  these  acknowledgments  and  their 
actions  we  know  that  the  men  who  agitate 
this  doctrine  of  free  trade  are  the  Democratic 
party  and  the  foreign  manufacturers  who  seek 
a  market  here  for  their  surplus  products,  and 
who  know  that  if  they  can  break  down  our 
manufacturers  by  an  inundation  of  cheap 
goods,  sold  below  the  cost  of  production,  they 
can  then  raise  their  prices  long  before  our  manu- 
factures can  be  re^tablished,  and  can  amply 
recompense  themselves  for  any  previous  sac- 
rifices. They  are  the  men  of  foreign  extraction, 
resident  In  our  sea-port  cities,  wno  come  here 
to  make  their  fortunes  as  aooo  as  possible  and 
return  to  their  native  land  to  enjoy  their 
wealth.  They  are  men  who  have  no  sympa- 
thies with  our  institutions,  and  who  care 
nothing  for  our  prosperity  or  adversity  only 
BO  far  as  it  ma^  affect  the  commerce  pass- 
ing through  their  hands  and  on  which  they 
levy  tribute.  With  them  the  freer  the  trade 
the  greater  the  profit,  aud  a  flood  of  importa- 
tions, resulting  in  debt  and  national  bankruptcy, 
would  only  add  to  their  overgrown  accumula- 
tions. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  much-abtised  Penn- 
sylvanian  upholds  a  more  liberal  and  a  more 
national  principle.  He  maintains  the  princi- 
ple that  was  practically  upheld  by  Washingtoo 
when,  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration^  he  wore 
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a  coat  of  domestio  cloth  for  the  purpose  of 

giving  a  practical  illastration  of  his  views  on 

the  subject  of  protection  to  American  industry. 

He  supports  the  doctrine  of  the  first  tariff  act 

passed  July  4,  1789,  which  declared — 

*'  It  is  neoessarv  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  encouragement  and  protection  of 
manaraotures.  that  duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  imported." 

The  same  doctrine  was  elucidated  by  that 
eminent  statesman,  Hamilton,  in  his  great 
report  on  manufactures  in  1791 ;  by  Jefferson, 
by  Madison,  and  Monroe.  It  has  been  sig- 
nally illustrated  in  the  policy  of  protection  to 
our  fisheries,  as  for  more  than  half  a  century 
we  have  given  a  bounty  to  fishermen  of  from 
forty-four  to  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
according  to  the  size  of  the  vessel ^  for  the 
fishing  season  of  four  months'  service,  and 
to-day  the  duty  on  salt  used  in  pickling  fish 
for  exportation  is  remitted. 

Even  the  Tammany  Society,  in  its  younger 
and  purer  days,  before  it  permitted  itself  to 
be  ruled  by  robbers,  was  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  On  the  11th  of  October,  1819, 
that  society  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Be»oh9d»  That  as  friends  to  our  country,  we  rec- 
ommend to  our  brethren  of  the  different  societies  of 
Tammany  or  Columbian  order,  the  necessity  as  well 
as  moral  daty  to  our  country,  ourselves,  and  pos- 
terity, of  refraining  from  every  species  of  useless 
extravagance  in  our  mode  of  living,  especially  in 
furniture,  dress,  the  table,  ostentatious  equipage, 
and  expensive  amusements. 

**  BMolv0df  That  we  will  discountenance  the  im- 
portation and  use  in  our  families  of  every  species  of 
foreign  manufacture  or  production  which  can  or 
may  be  reasonably  substituted  by  the  fabrics  or  pro- 
ductions of  the  United  States. 

*'  Retolved^  That  as  *  economy  is  wealth,'  we  seri- 
ously recommend  to  our  bretbren  throughout  the 
United  States  a  strict  and  rigid  observance  of  this 
great  moral  duty  in  their  families  and  social  inter- 
course." 

The  first  resolution  concerning  extravagance 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  or  disregarded 
by  the  grand  sachem  of  Tammany,  Tweed,  or 
he  would  have  been  more  moderate  in  the 
magnitude  of  his  diamonds  and  the  splendor 
of  his  mansions,  studs  of  horses,  and  *'  palatial 
stables,''  paid  for  out  of  the  money  stolen 
from  the  abused  tax-payers  over  whom  he 
ruled ;  and  the  second  and  third  are  equally 
ignored  by  the  other  leaders  of  the  order. 

When  General  Jackson  was  in  the  United 
States  Senate  he  voted  against  the  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  iron,  on  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  and  cotton  bagging,  and  was  an  acknowl- 
edged advocate  of  protection.  In  his  letter 
of  April  26,  1824,  to  Dr.  Coleman,  an  avowed 
free-trader,  he  defines  his  position  as  (pllows: 

"  You  ask  me  my  opinion  on  the  tariff.  I  answer 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  a  judicious  examination  and 
revision  of  it;  and  so  far  as  the  tariff  before  us  em- 
braces the  design  of  fostering,  protecting,  and  pre- 
serving within  ourselves  the  means  oi  national 
defense  and  independence,  particularly  in  a  state  of 
war,  I  would  advocate  and  support  it.'' 

**  Heaven  smiled  upon  us  and  gave  us  liberty  and 
indei>endence.  That  same  Providence  has  blessed 
us  with  the  means  of  national  independence  and 
national  defense.  If  we  omit  or  refuse  to  use  the 
gifts  which  He  has  extended  to  us,  we  deserve  not 
the  continuation  of  His  blessings.  He  has  filled  our 
mountains  and  our  plains  with  minerals— with  lead, 
iron,  and  ooppei^-«nd  given  us  a  climate  and  soil  for 
the  growing  of  hemp  and  wool.  These  being  the 
grand  materials  of  our  national  defense,  they  ought 
to  have  extended  to  them  adequate  and  fair  protec- 
tion, that  our  manufactories  and  laborers  may  be 
placed  on  a  fair  competition  with  those  of  Europe, 
and  that  we  may  have  within  our  country  a  supply 
of  those  leading  and  important  articles  so  essential 
to  war.  Beyond  this  I  look  at  the  tariff  with  an  eye 
to  the  proper  distribution  of  labor  and  revenue,  and 
with  a  view  to  discharge  our  national  debt.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  do  not  believe  that  a  national  debt 
is  a  national  blessing,  but  rather  a  curse  to  a  repub- 
lic, inasmuch  a#lt  is  calculated  to  raise  around  the 
Administration  a  moneyed  aristocracy  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country. 

"This  tariff,  I  mean  a  judicious  one,  possesses 
more  fanciful  than  real  dangers.  Where  has  the 
American  farmer  a  market  for  bis  surplus  products  7 
Except  for  cotton  he  has  neither  a  foreign  nor  a 
home  market.  Does  not  this  dearly  prove  that  when 
there  is  no  market  either  at  home  or  abroad,  that 
there  is  too  much  labor  employed  in  agriculture, 
and  thatthe  channels  of  labor  should  be  multiplied? 
Common  sense  points  out  at  once  the  remedy.  Draw 
from  agriculture  the  superabnncUuit  labor,  employ 


it  in  mechanism  and  maoufaotures,  thereby  creat- 
ing a  home  market  for  your  broadstufib  and  dis- 
tributing labor  to  a  most  profitable  account,  and 
benefits  to  the  country  will  rMult.  Take  from  agri- 
culture in  the  United  States  six  hundred  thousand 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  you  at  once  give  a 
home  market  for  more  breadstuns  than  all  Europe 
now  furnishes  us.  In  short,  sir,  we  have  been  too 
long  subject  to  the  policy  of  the  British  merchants. 
It  is  time  we  should  become  a  little  more  American- 
ised, and  instead  of  feeding  the  paupers  and  laborers 
of  Europe,  feed  our  own,  or  else  in  a  short  time,  by 
continuing  our  present  policy,  we  shall  all  be  paupers 
ourselves.  It  is  therefore  my  opinion  that  a  careful 
tariff  is  much  wanted  to  pay  our  national  debt,  and 
afford  us  the  means  of  that  defense  within  ourselves 
on  which  the  safety  and  liberty  of  our  country 
depend,  and  last,  though  not  least,  give  a  proper 
distribution  to  our  labor,  which  must  prove  bene- 
ficial to  the  happiness,  independence,  and  wealth 
of  the  community." 

How  clearly  he  thas  states  the  principle  of 
protection  1  Thus,  too,  in  subsequent  times. 
Clay,  Webster,  and  a  host  of  the  best  states- 
men of  the  country,  have  been  in  favor .  of  a 
policy  which  shall  give  adequate  protection  to 
American  industry.  Qeneral  Grant,  in  his  last 
message,  in  speaking  of  a  prospective  adjust- 
ment of  the  tariff,  says  that  any  reduction  of 
duties  should  be  first  made  on  those  articles 
we  do  not  produce,  and  if  further  reduction 
be  necessary,  then  *'  on  those  articles  which 
can  best  bear  it  without  disturbing  home  pro- 
duction or  reducing  the  wages  of  American 
labor." 

The  men  of  Pennsylvania  are  charged  with 
legislating  for  their  mere  sectional  interests 
and  against  the  interests  of  the  people.  They 
deny  the  allegation,  and  turn  to  the  records  of 
Congress  to  show  that  they  take  a  wider  view 
of  the  national  interests  and  of  their  duties  to 
the  nation.  They  have  given  their  support  to 
the  great  West  in  pushing  forward  its  vast 
lines  of  railroads  and  other  internal  improve- 
ments. They  aid  in  fostering  the  hemp  and 
iron  interests  of  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Tennes- 
see, and  elseifhere,  as  fully  as  their  own. 
They  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  encourage- 
ment and  protection  of  the  cotton  and  sugar 
business  of  the  South  and  Southwest,  and  the 
woolen  and  cotton  manufactures  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  great  principle  upon  which  they  base 
themselves  is,  that  the  nation's  industry  must 
be  defended  by  national  legislation  against  the 
encroachments  and  attacks  of  foreign  policies. 
They  hold  the  doctrine  that  allegiance  of  the 
citizen  and  protection  by  the  Government  are 
reciprocal  duties;  that  the  men  of  the  nation 
who  pay  the  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  aid  in  the  liquidation  of  the 
national  debt,  and  who  with  strong  arms  and 
stout  hearts  aefend  the  country  against  inva- 
sion or  rebellion,  are  entitled  to  the  greatest 
benefits  that  can  be  conferred  by  national 
legislation;  that  it  is  the  dutv  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  afford  the  people  of  the  country  the 
opportunity  of  doing  the  work  of  the  country 
with  a  prospect  of  reaping  for  such  labor  its 
just  reward.     They  hold  that  ^*  while  a  single 
man  who  wishes  to  work  is  deprived  of  that 
opportunity  by  Government  legislating  to  give 
a  preference  to  the  foreign  laborer,  the  Govern- 
ment has  failed  to  do  its  duty  to  the  citizen." 
They  hold  that  free  trade  means  American 
competition  with  ill-paid  foreigners;  that  it 
means  uncertain  employment,  low  wages,  and 
scant  comforts  for  the  workman  and  his  family  : 
that  it  means  enforced  service  of  women  and 
children  in  men's  employment,  lack  of  educa- 
tion, mental  and  physical  degradation,  and  an 
absence  of  all  the  ennobling  impulses  that  make 
the  laborer  a  good  and  valuable  member  of 
society. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  hold  that  protec- 
tion means  steady  employment  for  the  laborer, 
artisan,  and  mechanic,  at  good  wages ;  that 
it  means  comfortable  homes,  well-iurnished 
tables,  schools  and  education  for  children, 
lyceums,  reading- rooms,  and  churches,  and  a 
diffusion  of  such  intelligence  among  the  masses 
as  will  constitute  an  enlightened,  prosperous, 
contented,  and  happy  people.    They  know  that  I 


it  will  keep  in  wholesome  activity  the  furnaces, 
forges,  rolling  mills,  and  manufactories  of  the 
nation,  and  establish  on  the  Hudson  and  the 
Delaware  ship-yards  that  will  furnish  vesseli 
that  will  carry  all  the  commerce  of  the  UnioiL 
Such  are  Uie  views  and  principles  of  the 
Representatives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  all  the 
duties  of  a  loyal  State  Pennsylvania  has  ever 
been  equal  to  the  emergency.  In  her  cht^ 
city  was  proclaimed  the  great  Declaration 
which  established  the  equality  of  men.  The 
old  bell  in  Independence  Hall,  which  bears  the 
legend^  /*  Proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the 
land,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof/'  is 
still  preserved  with  patriotic  care  to  attest  the 
fact  that  the  liberty  it  thus  proclaimed  in  1776 
has  extended  itself  from  a  small  confe<iera- 
tion  of  thirteen  colonies  to  thirty -seven  inde- 
pendent States.  Her  sons  have  been  among 
the  foremost  in  defense  of  national  rights  and 
national  honor,  and  in  the  wars  with  England 
and  with  Mexico  manifested  their  devotion 
to  the  Union  on  the  battle-field.  When  the 
specter  of  disunion  reared  its  horrid  crest,  and 
a  misguided  portion  of  the  Republic  raised  a 
rebellious  arn)  against  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  her  patriotic  children  were  the  very 
first  that  hastened  to  the  defense  of  the  na- 
tional capital.  Some  of  them  stood  in  the 
ranks  on  every  battle-field  from  the  Potomac 
to  the  Red  river;  others  suffered  in  every 
prison  from  the  Libby  and  Belle  Isle  to  Ander- 
sonville  and  Milieu,  while  the  bones  of  othen 
rest  beneath  their  native  sod,  the  long-sof- 
fering  victims  of  the  cruelty  of  men  who  dis- 
regarded all  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 
Her  brave  Reynolds  gave  up  his  life  in  de- 
fense of  his  native  State  when  her  soil  was 
invaded,  and  her  gallant  Meade  and  his  brave 
compeers  in  arms,  assisted  by  no  less  gallant 
soldiers  from  other  States,  successfully  hurled 
back  on  itself  the  tide  of  rebellion  from  the 
heights  of  Gettysburg,  saying  to  it  in  the 
impressive  language  of  Scripture,  ''Hitherto 
shalt  thou  come  but  no  further,  and  here  ahaQ 
thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  With  such  prin- 
ciples and  acts  as  I  have  claimed  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, all  tending  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
and  not  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the  few, 
and  with  her  patriotic  record  full  in  the  eye 
of  the  world,  the  people  of  that  State  can 
afford  to  let  the  denunciations  cast  at  them 
by  gentlemen  of  free-trade  proclivities  pass 
without  exciting  in  them  any  other  feelings 
than  those  of  indifference,  conscious  that  they 
have  endeavored  to  adopt  the  advice  of  Wolsey 
to  his  servant,  Cromwell: 

"Be  j  oat,  and  fear  not. 
Let  all  the  ends  thou  aim'at  at  be  thy  country's. 
Thy  God*8,  and  truth's;" 

and  that  the  policy  they  endeavor  to  establish 
on  a  sure  foundation  will  eventually  be  the 
settled  policy  of  the  Government,  which,  while 
inuring  to  the  benefit  of  the  individual  man,  at 
the  same  time  promotes  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  people  of  the  nation. 

PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   IN    DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  per- 
mitted to  make  known  their  wants  to  the  coun- 
try through  a  representative  chosen  by  them- 
selves. There  are  many  questions,  of  vital 
interest  to  the  people  whom  I  represent,  which 
I  hope  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Congress 
for  favorable  action,  and  at  the  proper  time  I 
shall  address  myself  to  them. 

It  has  not  seemed  to  me  that  Congress  has 
in  late  years  comprehended  the  true  relations 
which  the  District  of  Columbia  bears  to  the 
nation.  While  Congress  has  fostered  educa- 
tion, internal  improvements,  and  almost  every 
variety  of  local  enterprise  elsewhere  in  the 
country,  the  capital  has  received  scarcely  any 
attention,  not  even  to  the  extent  of  providing 
for  the  convenient  discharge  of  pubnc  duties 
by  the  officers  of  Government  j  while  the  splen- 
did plans  and  designs  which  were  matured  by  the 
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ment  into  a  filexponentof  the  advanciag 
isatioQ  of  thia  great  people  have  Iaagniah«d 
Knd  bean  forgoUen.  Patriotum,  national  pride, 
cTer?  coniitieration  must  point  to  our  na^onal 
capital  as  the  focal  point  of  America  which 
•hall  ezemplif;,  in  erer;  euertial  element, 
the  American  cbamcter;  and  in  this  Tie<*  the 
whole  people  are  deeply  concerned  in  ita  Tuture 
welfare. 

Hr.  Speaker,  the  dut;  of  Congress  to  take 
aiK>n  itielf  in  some  fair  proportion  the  cost  of 
this  great  national  work,  ita  dutj  to  improve 
onr  long' neglected  harbor,  and,  in  brief,  to 
work  out  the  problem  of  making  a  capital 
city  which  sball  be  commensurate  with  the 
needs  as  welt  oa  the  pride  of  the sreateat  Gov- 
ernment and  people  on  the  globe,  famish  a 
theme  which  1  hope  to  treat  in  dae  time. 

I  rise  now,  sir,  to  speak  briefly  upon  a  meaa- 
ure  pending  before  this  House,  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  the  superstmotnre  we  are 
to  erect  at  this  seat  of  Qoverument.  I  refer 
to  the  bill  donating- public  landscripin  aid  of 
free  achoola  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Popular  education  ig  at  once  the  ^loi^  and 
safety  of  this  Republic.  No  maii  will  dispute 
now  that  this  is  axiomatic.  Our  fathera  laid 
the  fonndation  and  their  children  have  ateadilf 
built  upon  it  until  the  free  school  has  become 
as  sacred  u  liberi;  itself.  Wherever  we  ma; 
travel  thronghont  this  broad  laud,  from  the 
froien  regions  of  Alaska  to  the  orange  groves 
and  perpetaat  summer  of  Florida,  with  one 
exception,  we  find  the  generous  hand  of  the 
nation  blessing,  protecting,  and  sustaining  pop- 
alar  education.  Public  lands,  money,  land 
scrip,  and  aidof  varioas  kinds  have  been  given 
□pon  the  asking,  with  one  only  exception  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  shame^  and  in  humiliation 
I  apeak  it,  that  exception  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
nation,  the  seat  of  its  political  power.  Here, 
whece  the  magnificent  donations  to  popular 
educauon  have  originated  and  passed  into  law ; 
here,  whore  millions  of  treasure  and  millions 
of  lands  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  great 
work  of  educating  the  youth  of  the  country ; 
hare,  in  a  territory  consecrated  sacredly  to  the 
whole  people,  and  overwhich  the ConstitatioD 
'     '  e  jarisdictioD  to  Congreas; 


:«  strnggling  to-day  under  grievona  taxation  to 
establish  common  schools  withoDt  an  acre  of 
land  or  a  dollar  of  appropriation  from  the  Qen- 
eral  OovemmenL 

Sir,  I  shall  not  insultthe  iatelligence  of  this 
House  by  arguing  that  this  exceptional  and 
anomalous  condition  of  things  should  no 
longer  exist.  I  am  here  rather  to  point  out 
the  evil  and  suggest  a  remedy,  believing  that 
this  Congress  will  no  longer  discriminate 
against  community,  at  least  as  deserving  aa 
anv  other  in  the  country  of  the  nation's  aid. 

Let  me  then,  sir,  present  some  of  the  con- 
siderations which,  I  think,  demand  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  which  I  have  alluded.  In 
doing  so  1  shall  bring  together  facts  of  record, 
and  submit  them  wiUi  little  comment 


The  bill  asks  ao  appropriation  of  two  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  scrip 
for  the  purpose  oF  endowing  to  that  extent  the 

?ablic  schools  of  tbe  District  of  Cotambia. 
be  proceeds  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
are  to  be  used  in  the  conBtniction  of  buildings  i 
the  remaining  two  million  to  be  invested  in 
United  States  bonds,  and  to  be  set  apart  for- 
ever as  a  permanent  school  fund,  the  interest 
of  which  IS  to  be  used  annually  in  support  of 
public  schools. 


Preliminarily  it  ia  important  lo  know  some- 
thing of  the  coodiiion  of  our  schools,  the  num- 
ber of  children  attending,  tbe  number  unable 
l«Btleiid,&c.  I  will  give  each  facta  as  would 
seem  pertinent. 


I  snbmit  in  this  connection  a  table  which  I 
will  read,  and  which  is  made  Dp  from  raliii^la 
data: 
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These  tables  disclose  the  friirhtftil  fact  that 
19,664  children  are  deprived  of  all  means  of 
attending  school.  I  will  now  give  in  some 
detail  further  facts  which  1  deem  important 
as  to  schools  for  while  children  in  Washing- 


AOComoDiTiOM  f  oa  w 

Numberofschool-bDildings owned,  II;  num- 
ber of  school-rooms  in  same,  6T ;  Doniber  of 
school-rooms  rented,  60;  number  of  seats  for 
popils,  7.33Q;  amount  paid  for  rent,  ISTOand 

1871,  $1G,370;  value  of  school  sites  owned. 
$111,125 ;  value  of  buildings  owned,  $201,6S0 ; 
value  of  furniture  owned,  §30,925 ;  total  value 
of  school  property,  $<38,700;  nnmber  of 
schools,  123 ;  number  of  white  children  for 
whom  no  provision  is  made,  10,067.  Fully  one 
half  of  the  school-bouses  consist  of  dilapidated 
sheds,  abandoned  churches,  storehouses,  work- 
shops, lecture- rooms,  public  resorts,  old  sta- 
bles, deserted  market  houses,  Ac,  wholly  unGt 
for  the  pnrpose  for  which  'bey  are  used. 

ACCOHllODltlONS  rOB  WHTTI  CHILOBIX  U  OIDaUI- 

The  public-Bchool  rooms  and  buildings  of 
Qeorgetown  for  white  children  consist  of  one 
old  Methodist  church,  costing,  with  repairs, 
$S,000;  one  building  built  for  school  pur- 
poses, $6,000 ;  one  building  built  receptly  for 
$10,000.  These  buildings  accommodate  720 
children.  Fifteen  hundred  and  eighty-six 
white  children  are  unable  to  obtain  seats  io 
public  schools. 


Let  ma  now  present  some  facia  aa  to  the 
colored  children  of  Washington  and  Qeorge- 
town. 

The  nnmber  of  school  buildings  owned  by 
trustees  is  8 ;  number  of  rooms  in  same  occu- 
pied by  schools,  55  ;  number  of  seats,  2,944  ; 
Dumber  of  rooms  rented,  6  j  number  occupied 
without  expense,  6  ;  number  of  seats  occupied 
not  belonging  to  trustees,  &22 ;  total  number 
of  rooms  occupied,  68  ;  total  number  of  seats 
provided,  8,638 ;  number  of  children  for  whom 
no  seats  were- provided,  5,790. 


I  present  also  to  the  House  some  &cts  as  to 
the  schools  for  white  and  colored  in  the  rest 
of  the  District.    Nnmberof  ■chool-honaMi  ISj 


number  of  seals  provided,  1,200 ;  nnmber  of 
children  for  whom  no  provision  is  made,  1,654. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  is  responsible  fur 
these  inadequate  accommodations  T  It  may 
be  suggestea  that  if  our  facilities  are  cow  io- 
adequate  it  is  the  duty  of  oar  people  to  make 

froviaion  at  once  for  meeting  present  wants, 
shall  show  as  I  proceed  llut  the  condition 
of  things  here  as  to  schools  is  exceptional, 
and  that  the  General  Qovemment,  while  not 
responsible  altogether,  probably,  for  these 
inadequate  accommodations,  still  is  properly 
chargeable  with  the  duty  of  making  some  pro- 
vision  for  them.  I  now  suggest  only  the  fact 
that  our  people  are  paying  a  larger  per  cent, 
of  tax  for  school  purposes  than  prolwbly  any 
other  city  of  onr  population. 

Hr.  RITCHIE.  I  desire  to  know  what  the 
relations  in  the  school  system  of  the  Dis- 
trict are  in  regard  to  tbe  common  tuition  uf 
white  and  black  children,  and  I  desire  to 
know  flirther  what  tbe  gentleman's  views  are 
in  regard  to  tbe  bill  introduced  by  Ur.  Sdunkh 
pertaioina;  to  that  question  7  . 

Hr.  CHIPMAN.  As  to  the  latter  qaeatioD, 
I  do  not  consider  it  germane  to  the  discussion 
here,  and,  perhaps,  might  properly  decline 
to  answer  it.  I  have  sud  to  the  people  of 
this  District,  if  I  had  a  vote  in  Congress,  I 
woald  vole  for  Hr.  Sdmhcs'b  civil  rights  bill. 
I  believe  that  answers  the  gentleman. 

As  to  the  <]nestion  bow  the  children  are 
provided  for  in  this  District,  as  to  white  and 
colored,  I  answer  that  the  schools  are  now 
separate.  The  appropriations  made  are  made 
in  bulk  for  the  education  of  all  the  youth  of 
the  District.  Under  au  act  of  Congress  the 
colored  children  are  fiimiebed  with  a  separate 
fund,  in  the  proportion  which  the  number  of 
colored  children  Dears  to  tbe  number  of  white 
children,  and  that  fund  is  set  apart  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  colored 
schools  and  administered  by  them  under  their 
own  regulations.  This  is  Duder  an  actof  Con- 
gress. I  believe  that  answers  the  geDtleman'a 
question. 

I  submit,  in  this  connection,  alableshowing 
the  expenses  of  our  schools  and  their  growth 
in  the  District  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  rapid 
increase  of  expense  has  more  than  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  of  population,  while  the  sys- 
tem has  advanced  in  emciencya  hundred  fold. 

Tbe  expenditures  for  the  public  schools  of 
Washinglon  have  been  steadily  increaaing  in 
amoant Trom  1860  down  to  the  present  time. 
The  following  table  shows  in  round  numbers 
tbe  sum  expended  each  year: 
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have  increased  steadily  QDtil  wearenowpaying 
sixly  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  of  taxable 
real  property. 

Now,  sir,  consider  this  tax  with  that  paid 
by  other  cities: 

Chimco  pan  on  tha  hnndrod  dollan 1S.1 

"    -         ■■-     '       ..17.9 


undred  dollar... 

:■  f%jt  on  ths  bnndrad  dollar 


San  Franoiiso  paya  on  tha  hnndjcd  dollars _  JC 

To  appreciate  this  consider  further  :  that  in 
Boslon,  with  a  school  population  of  foriy-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  one.  they  have  a 
valuation  of  property  of  $584,000,000,  while 
we  with  thirtj-oni:  thousand  six  hundred  and 
seventy-one  school  population,  have  but  about 
eighty  million  dolUn.  San  Fnnciaoo  has  leta 
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school  popolatioii  than  we,  with  more,  than 
doable  onr  property  Taloationi  while  Balti* 
more,  with  but  little  more  school  population, 
has  four  times  our  property  Taluation.  This 
showing  would  seem  to  acquit  the  District  from 
any  charge  of  illiberality  in  taxing  her  citizens 
in  support  of  schools*  But  we  have  reached 
the  limit  of  our  capabilities.  Our  school  tax 
now  is  over  one  third  of  the  whole  tax  upon 
real  property. 

These  are  some  of  the  facts,  Mr.  Speaker, 
necessary  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  aigument.  And,  sir,  it  must  not  be  over* 
lookea  that  the  District  of  Columbia  cannot 
hope  to  rival  in  solid  wealth  the  other  lead- 
ing cities  of  the  Union;  her  population,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  must  always  be  lareely 
in  excess  of  her  wealth,  as  compared  with  other 
cities,  and  hence  we  cannot  took  forward  to 
that  wealth  which  constitutes  the  basis  of  tax- 
ation. But  in  support  of  the  bill  I  submit 
further : 

1.  ThattheGeneral  Government  should  assist 
in  the  support  oC  our  public  schools,  for  the 
reason  that  a  large  per  cent,  of  the  children 
here  are  the  children  of  parents  in  the  service 
of  the  Government,  whose  domicile  is  else- 
where, whose  property  interests  are  elsewhere, 
and  who,  in  most  oases,  pay  no  taxes  in  support 
of  our  schools.  Professor  Barnard,  in  his 
special  report  to  Congress  while  Comminsioner 
of  Education,  placed  this  per  cent,  as  high  as 
fifty.  In  the  report  of  his  successor,  Mr. 
Eaton,  for  1870,  the  per  cent,  is  put  about  one 
third.  In  the  report  of  our  saperiutendent 
of  schools*  Mr.  Wilson,  he  estimates  this  per 
cent,  at  twenty-eight  It  may  safely  be  assumed 
as  twenty-five  per  cent. 

My  point  is,  that  these  children  should  be 
educated,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  burden 
should  not  fall  upon  the  tax-payers  of  the  Dis- 
trict. Our  own  children  are  excluded  from  the 
schools  by  the  presence  of  this  class,  and  we 
here  have  an  explanation,  in  part,  of  the  larj^ 
number  of  children  unable  to  obtain  seats  m 
the  schools. 

2.  I  suggest  a  further  point,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  our  children  are  the  children  of 
our  colored  citizens,  who,  I  think,  are  pecu- 
liarly tho  wards  of  the  Government.  The  con- 
clusion to  be  derived  from  this  fact  is  so  well 
stated  by  General  Walker  (Superintendent  of 
Census)  in  an  address  recently  delivered  by. 
him  at  the  dedication  of  one  of  our  fine  school 
edifices,  that  I  quote  it  as  giving  the  argument 
in  a  nutshell  t 

"  Still  another  reuon  why  the  sobool  neeesetties  of 
Washington  are  found  to  be  more  burdeosome  than 
those  of  anv  other  city  in  the  United  States  (and  it 
if  also  an  additional  reason  why  the  General  Qov- 
ernment  should  contribute  largely  and  freely  to- 
ward these  expenses)  is,  that  far  more  than  one 
half  of  that  element  in  the  present  population  of 
the  city,  which  makes  the  largest  demand  for  such 
expenditures,  without  haring  the  ability  to  con- 
tribntej  in  any  appreciable  measure,  to  the  publio 
funds,  18  properly  to  be  regarded  as  the  direct  crea- 
tion of  the  policy  of  the  Qenerat  GovernmenL  That 
|s  the  plain  truth  of  the  case.  Woshingtoni  as  a  city, 
IS  not  legitimately  responsible  for  these  people. 
They  came  here  by  virtue  of  acts  and  laws  of  the 
General  GoTemment  which  looked  to  the  interest 
of  the  whole  country ;  and  the  whole  country,  there- 
fore, should  help  to  bear  the  burden.  We  rejoice  in 
that  policy;  we  glory  in  emancipation  t  but  that 
only  creates  a  stronger  reason  for  relieving  the  tax- 
payers of  the  District  from  the  inevitable  hardship 
of  such  an  unexampled  influx  of  unprovided  ana 
nninstructed  freedmen.  These  people  came  here 
for  the  same  reason  that  the  army  of  General  Lee 
tried  to  come  here,  because  the  word  *  Washing- 
ton '  was  synonymous  with  '  freedom  ;*  because 
Washington  was  the  capital  of  the  nation  that 
slavery  sought  to  destroy;  because  Washington  was 
the  home  of  the  great  emaneipator. 

"  In  1850  the  number  of  colored  persons  in  Wash- 
ington was  about  ten  thousand.  In  1860,  although 
the  white  population  had  nearly  doubled,  the  num- 
ber of  the  colored  was  still  below  eleven  thousand, 
and  no  reason  appears  for  believing  thattheirnum- 
bcrs  would  have  been  greatly  increased  from  1860  to 
1870.  but  for  the  political  causes  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made.  If  this  isso,  twentf  or  twenty-five 
thousand  colored  people  are  here  in  obedience  to 
no  social  or  economical  laws,  but  as  the  result  of 

Sotitical  forces  and  the  direct  acts  of  the  General 
overnment.  Tho  General  Government,  then,  more 
than  the  citar.  is  responsible  for  them,  and  should 
help  to  provide  for,  at  least,  their  intellectual  and 
moral  needs." 


I  may  state  another  fact,  drawn  from  the 
census,  which  shows  that  this  class  of  our  citi- 
zens are  here  as  the  direct  result  of  the  war. 
Since  1867  the  number  of  increase  of  colored 
children  was  only  one  hundred  and  forty-one; 
the  increase  of  white  population  since  1807 
has  been  many  thousands.  These  colored  peo- 
ple flocked  to  our  capital  to  enjoy  the  freedom 
and  the  ballot  and  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, where  they  felt  it  would  be  given 
them  freely  and  amply.  The  war  ended ;  they 
settled  down,  as  the  other  population  have, 
where  their  interests  seemed  to  guide  them. 
These  people  cannot  leave  us,  nor  would  we 
have  them.  They  are  industrious,  frogal,  law- 
abiding,  good  citizens ;  but  they  came  among 
us,  many  of  them,  in  a  condition  of  illiteracy 
and  poverty  which  had  been  enforced  upon 
them  by  the  nature  of  our  laws,  and  being 
directly  responsible  for  their  condition,  as  the 
General  Government  is,  it  is  plainly  its  duty 
to  make  provision  for  their  education. 

General  Sherman  at  this  same  dedicatory 
meeting  spoke  of  our  debt  to  these  people  in 
the  matter  of  education  as  a  part  of  our  na- 
tional debt,  which  he  believed  would  not  be 
repudiated. 

The  colored  youths  of  the  District  number 
about  one  third.  The  white  children  whose 
parents  contribute  nothing  to  the  support  of 
our  schools,  we  have  seen,  amount  to  aoout  one 
fourth  *,  thus  we  have  more  than  half  of  our 
children  a  burden  upon  the  the  tax-payers  of 
this  District,  for  whose  education  the  General 
Government  is  directly  responsible.  If  what 
we  are  asking  here  were  to  be  given  in  money, 
instead  of  lands  or  land  scrip,  as  a  permanent 
endowment  of  our  public  schools,  the  interest 
apon  it  would  be  but  a  fraction  of  what  the 
Government  oaght  really  to  do  to  place  our 
schools  upon  a  prosperous  and  creditable  foot- 
ing. Two  and  a  half  million  dollars  at  six  per 
cent  will  give  $150,000  annually,  while  we  are 
taxing  ourselves  at  present  about  a  half  mil- 
lion dollars  annually.  But  we  are  not  asking 
money;  we  ask  only  the  kind  of  aid  which  the 
Government  would  feel  least,  and  which  it  has 
extended  to  every  State  and  Territory  except 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

8.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  aside  from  these 
special  considerations,  I  urge  this  bill  upon 
the  House  for  the  further  reason  that  it  is  in 
pursuance  of  the  policy  already  wisely  estab- 
lished by  the  Government.  Ihis  idea  of  en- 
couraging public  schools  by  congressional  aid 
dates  back  to  colonial  times,  and  began  by 
act  of  Continental  Congress,  March  20,  1785, 
which  ^i^ranted  the  sixteenth  section  in  each 
township  in  support  of  popular  education. 
Upon  the  admission  of  Oregon  to  the  Union, 
Congress  added  to  the  sixteenth  section  the 
thirty-sixth  section,  and  since  that  time,  when- 
ever any  State  was  admitted  or  Territorv 
organized,  a  similar  provision  was  enacted, 
setting  apart  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth 
sections  of  each  township  as  an  endowment 
to  publio  schools.  fSee  the  several  organic 
acts.)  This  splendid  endowment  covers  one 
eighteenth  of  tne  whole  public  domain.  Under 
this  one  grant  67,983,922  acres  have  been  set 
apart.  (See  report  of  Commissioner  Land 
Office,  1869,  p.  28.) 

Congress  also,  by  general  law  (act  of  July  2, 
1862)  granted  to  each  State  80,000  acres  for  each 
Senator  and  Representative  to  which  the  State 
is  entitled.  Under  this  law  no  State  got  less 
than  90,000,  while  some  of  them,  New  York 
for  instance,  received  nearly  1,000,000  acres. 
This  grant  has  amounted  to  9,510,000  acres. 
(Ibid,  page  28. )  By  act  of  Congress  admitting 
the  States  and  erecting  the  Territories,  there 
was  also  granted  a  university  endowment  which 
amounts  thus  far  to  1 ,882,880  acres.  By  these 
general  laws  there  have  been  appropriated  for 
school  purposes  78,676J04  acres. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  illustrate  by  show- 
ing the  grants  to.the  several  Territories  which, 
though  not  available  now,  set  apart  lands 
against  the  time  when  the  Territories  shall  1 


become  States.  The  table  which  I  now  nb- 
mit  is  made  up  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office  for  1869,  and 
advance  sheets  of  the  census  for  1870 : 


Terriloriet,  Populatum, 

Washington .^.955 

ct  ew  uAexico...........*.......  ...«•«  ■..M»~«'i..of 4 

\j  i8>n  ....•.•.•.......«••.....•..•..«...•.■..  ...ceOt  loo 

ji^aKwia»..*........*.*......................— ...^  *.^-p^ 

Colorado « .^ .39,864 

Montana -. „ 20,595 

Idaho.. 14.999 

VT  yomins. »......♦ ....—.........  ............  vfHo 


Aerti, 

2.43R.6:5 
4,a09.3dS 

8.003,«13 

8.71W55 
4.060^ 

8.06s.aa 

9.48(12S1 


Total. 
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811.060         S4.SI4.569 


District  of  Columbia.....««.  ..».....J31.700  0,000.000 

Montana,  with  a  population  of  11*000,  less 
than  the  number  of  our  childreOf  has  over 
4,000,000  of  acres.  Dakota,  with  a  still  leas 
population,  has  over  5,000,000.  To  illostzate 
further.  I  have  shown  that  one  half  of  our 
children,  or  15,000,  should  be  provided  for  by 
the  General  (Government ;  but  we  have  no  aid. 
Yet,  Dakota,  with  less  whole  population  thaa 
this  15,000,  has  over  4,000,000  acres.  Sir, 
I  would  not  take  from  these  Territories  one 
acre ;  on  the  contrary,  I  would  make  the  grant 
to  Uie  Territories  available  at  onoe;  but  I 
do  submit,  that  in  this  bounty  which  I  have 
shown  toward  the  States  and  Territories,  tiie 
District  of  Columbia  should  have  some  share. 

It  majT  be  suggested  that  these  lands  in 
the  Territories  are  not  available,  and  there* 
fore  my  illustration  (ails.  StiU  it  is  true  that 
the  Government  places  a  value  of  $1  25  per 
acre  upon  them,  and  if  the  grant  is  inadequate 
for  the  purposes  originally  intended  it  is  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  supplement  it  bo  as  to 
establish  public  schools  in  these  Tenitorics. 

But  consider  some  of  the  States.  Nevada, 
for  instance,  reoeives  school  lands  under  the 
sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  section  grant  to  the 
amount  of  8,985,428  acres}  of  agricaltural 
college  lands,  90,000  acres  $  of  ufiiversity 
lands,  46,080  acres;  total,  4,111,508  acres. 
The  population  of  Nevada  is  42,491 ;  number 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
eighteen,  3,293.  (See  report  Commissioner  of 
Edocation,  1870,  pp.  218.)  Here  is  an  ample 
endowment  for  all  time,  sufficient  to  meet  the 
entire  expenses  of  common  schools  in  the  State. 
Agsin :  Oregon,  with  a  popolation  of  90,928* 
has  a  total  land  grant,  under  the  three  general 
laws  to  which  I  have  referred,  of  8,465,786 
acres;  Nebraska,  with  a  population  of  1,^,- 
930,  a  total  land  grant  under  these  laws  of 
2,888,124  acres.  This  endowment  is  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  to  the  State  to* day  more 
than  ten  million  dollars. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  believe  that  I  eaa 
strengthen  the  argnment  by  any  further  eom* 
ment  in  this  connection. 

Here  is  a  magnificent  endowment  which  will 
stand  out  in  all  time  to  the  credit  of  the  far- 
seeing  men  who  made  it.  But,  sir,  it  is  marred 
by  one  blot,  and  that  I  ask  shall  be  here  and 
now  efiaced  forever.  Do  not  let  it  be  said  any 
longer  that  an  obliquity  of  vision  or  of  con* 
science  has  shot  out  from  all  participation  io 
this  gift  a  community  which  ot  all  others  is  the 
most  needy,  and,  I  was  about  to  say,  deserving. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  not  leave  the  aigo- 
ment  here.  I  must  phow  this  House  still  fur- 
ther the  policy  practiced  by  Government. 

SPXCIAL  AID  BY  CONORKSS  TO  SCHOOLS. 

Leaving  these  general  laws,  notice  some  of 
the  special  acts  fostering  education  in  the  coun- 
try. I  could  not  present  a  complete  showins 
of  the  vast  sums  which  have  been  oontributea 
by  Government,  by  way  of  special  acts  to  the 
various  States,  without  a  careful  examination 
of  all  the  statutes  from  the  beginiog  of  our 
Government.  Some  of  these  have  been  in  the 
form  of  resolutions,  some  have  been  embodi*'d 
in  acts  of  a  general  nature  for  other  purposes ; 
and  to  determine  them  all  would  be  a  work  of 
great  labor  and  much  time,  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  give,  but  I  shall  call  attention  to 
a  few  which  I  nave  discovered. 

1.  I  learn  upon  inquiry  at  the  War  Depart* 
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meat  that  there  hare  been  expended  through 
the  Freedman's  Bureau  since  its  organization, 
for  educational  purposes  to  the  freedmen  of 
OUT  country,  $5,262,511  26. 

2.  Under  the  head  of  special  legislation  in  aid 
of  education,  I  may  mention  that  ^ven  to  the 
Indians.  There  have  been  oyer  eight  million 
dollars  expended  in  that  way.  We  have  an  In- 
dian population,  including  Alaska,  of  880,629 
persons ;  about  ninety-five  thousand  of  these 
aro  within  school  age,  while  probably  not  one 
tenth  could  be  reached  by  any  system  of 
schools.  But  one  hundred  and  fifly-three 
schools  are  known  to  be  in  operation,  with 
6,904  pupils  to  support,  for  which  Congress 
appropriated,  in  the  year  1869,  $246,418. 
(see  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education 
for  1870,  pages  28  and  24.) 

8.  By  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  April 
10,  1869,  certain  lands  were  secured  to  the 
State  of  Kansas  for  the  support  of  public 
schools,  in  addition  to  lands  conveyed  by  gen* 
eral  law,  comprising  a  total  of  220,665  acres, 
which,  it  is  estimated,  will  realise  to  the  school 
fund  over  one  million  dollars.  (/6id.,  page 
141.) 

4.  Upon  the  admissipn  of  Missouri  as  a 
State  in  1820,  Congress  gave  two  townships  of 
the  best  land  in  the  State  for  the  support  of  a 
seminary  of  learning,  which  were  estimated 
to  be  worth  in  1882,  $600,000.  (Ibid.,  page 
203.) 

And  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  the  public 
schools  rest  largely  on  the  donations  made  by 
Congress  while  Missouri  was  a  Territory.  This 
property  is  estimated  at  $2,000,000.  (Ibid., 
page  205.) 

5.  In  the  admission  of  Texas  to  the  Union 
I  believe  the  whole  domain  of  that  State,  which 
is  an  empire  in  itself,  was  reserved  to  the  State, 
enough  to  develop  all  the  material  interests, 
and  to  secure  to  the  people  a  princely  endow- 
ment for  their  schools.  These  are  some  of 
the  many  special  acts  of  Congress  which  goto 
illustrate  the  growth  of  education  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  foster 
it  wherever  it  is  possible  to  do  so  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  munificent  endowments  to 
public  schools  in  this  country. 

6.  Among  the  special  acts  of  Congress  ex- 
tending aid  to  the  States  I  mention  the  swamp- 
land grants,  which  have  been  used  largely  for 
educational  purposes.  The  number  of  acres 
thus  transferred  amount  to  61,071,856.08. 
(Report  Commissioner  of  Land  Office  for  1871, 
page  38.) 

7.  Nor  must  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  overlook  the 
fact  that  about  the  year  1836  Congress  directed 
that  $37,000,000,  the  proceeds  of  public  lands 
then  in  the  IVeasury,  should  be  distributed  to 
the  several  States,  which  also  went  to  swell 
the  large  endowment  to  public  schools. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  presented  the 
points  upon  which  our  claim  to  this  land -dona- 
tion rests,  and  submit  them  with  confidence  in 
the  belief  that  they  must  impress  you  as  they 
have  impressed  us.  Let  me,  in  conclusion, 
quote  from  Professor  Baruard,  in  his  special 
report  to  Congress,  made  at  the  request  of 
Congress,  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.     (Page  140. )    He  says  : 

**  I  need  hardly  remind  the  House  of  the  liberality 
of  the  Government  toward  the  several  States  in 
the  disposition  of  the  pablio  lands.  Oat  of  more 
than  80.000.000  aores  of  these  lands  appropriated 
expressly  for  educational  purposes  to  States  and 
Territories  already  eonstituted.  and  $37,000,000  of 
the  surplus  revenue  deposited  with  the  several 
States  in  1836.  which  could  have  been  to  devoted 
by  the  States  receiving  the  same,  this  District 
received  no  portion."  ♦  •  •  •  VIq  these 
macnificent  endowments  the  District  has  had  no 
Rhare.  An  appropriation  in  land  or  money  to  this 
District  at  ^,his  time  would  greatly  aid  in  providing 
necessary  fiobool  accommodati4|M  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  an  enlarged  course  of  public  instruction 
worthy  of  the  capital  of  the  country." 

I  quote  also  from  the  report  of  the  present 
Commissioner  of  Education,  for  1870,  pages 
18  and  19 : 

**The  white  public  schools  of  Washington  can  ac- 
commodate about  one  third  of  the  white  school  popu^ 


lation,  and  the  colored  public  schools  about  one  half 
of  the  colored  school  population. 

**  Comments  as  to  the  suffioiecoy  of  the  public  school 
system  under  these  circumstances  are  hardly  nec- 
essary." ♦  •••♦♦  Whatever  has  been 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia in  times  past,  it  is  manifestly  growing  rap- 
idly in  favor  of  free  public  schools  elsewhere  so  suc- 
cessf^il. 

**  Among  its  oitiiens,  in  its  corps  of  teachers  and 
its  school  officers,  there  have  been  some  of  the  most 
ardent  and  competent  friends  of  education.  Their 
endeavors  are  worthy  of  commendation.  The  right 
and  duty  of  Congress  to  take  aotion  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. 

"  Many  special  considerations  enforce  the  duty: 

*'  1.  The  influence  of  a  model  here  would  be  ben- 
eficial everywhere  else  in  the  country,  and  espeoially 
in  the  South,  now  struggling  for  the  establishment 
of  efficient  school  systems. 

**2.  Government  is  the  largest  owner  of  property 
here. 

*'3.  Twenty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  scholars  enrolled 
in  the  public  sohools  last  year  belong  to  the  families 
of  those  in  Government  employ." 

The  Commissioner  in  this  connection  sub- 
mits the  following  comparison : 

Value  cf  school  property  on  each  $100,  actual  valua- 
tion, 

DC  JjO lU8. ....•..•*..•••.•. .M....... ........ I. ...*.•••«.•«•.•...•  ..•«(.XMj3f 

viovoiauQa........ ....M  •.•.•M««  ••....•...•«*....'. .sM*.. .•«.*.  •.••••  *Vi 

Cambridge 80 

Chicago ^ „  .76 

Washington »........w. ...... ...... ......  .76 

Louisvillo 61 

New  Haven 60 

x'*o»  ivtemje ...•..•••.•.•.%..•........••...»».».........•...•..... ...,.»  .40 

Detroit .42 

And  adds : 

** According  to  this,  the  present  endeavors  made 
by  the  citiiens  of  this  oity  compare  well  with  those 
of  others.  If  this  is  oorreot,  and  there  still  remains 
a  lack  of  school-houses  and  instruction,  and  a  lack 
of  means  for  this  purpose,  is  it  not  fair  to  infer  that 
the  responsibility  rests  upon  Congress  ?  " 

I  wish  I  might  explain  to  the  Hoote  the 
management  of  our  schools.  I  would  be  glad 
to  show  the  unselfish,  intelligent  efforts  which 
our  boards  of  trustees  and  luperintendents, 
white  and  colored,  are  making.  But  this  is  not 
here  questioned,  and  I  shall  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  have  but 
glanced  at  the  reasons  and  stated  in  but  small 
part  the  facts  which  demand  of  Congress  the 
passage  of  some  such  measure  as  is  here  pro- 
posed. I  know,  sir,  an  idea  is  prevalent  that  the 
District  of  Columbia  is  a  sort  of  barnacle  upon 
the  Government:  that  it  draws  its  sustenance 
from  the  public  Treasury,  giving  back  nothing ; 
that  we  are  a  community  of  omceholders,  and 
wholly  devoid  of  publio'spirit  or  enternrise. 
I  do  not  regard  this  as  the  time  to  vindicate 
the  District  against  such  aspersions,  or  to  pre- 
sent the  true  relation  which  it  bears  to  the 
nation ;  but  I  must  remind  gentlemen  of  the 
fact  that  while  we  have  received  nothing  from 
the  Government  to  aid  our  commerce,  our 
mannfactures,  or  our  sohools,  we  have  contrib- 
uted no  little  to  support  the  Government.  We' 
have  paid  to  the  Treasury  in  revenue,  exclusive 
of  tax  on  salaries,  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau,  $4,344,696  80. 
Compare  this  with  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  other  Territories,  ten  in  number.  They 
have  paid  $8,252,675  51  to  the  national  Treas- 
ury ;  and  yet  I  have  shown  that  they  have 
received  of  the  public  domain  for  support  of 
schools  nearly  thirty- five  million  acres  of  pub- 
lic lands!  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  stand  in 
honorable  comparison  with  some  of  the  pros- 
perous States  of  the  Union.  Nebraska,  which 
has  a  land  grant  for  schools  worth  $10,000,000, 
has  paid  into  the  Treasury  but  about  one  fourth 
as  much  as  the  District  of  Columbia.  Kansas 
hajB  jpaid  in  but  little  more  than  Nebraska,  and 
Minnesota  but  about  half  as  much  as  the' Dis- 
trict, and  many  other  States  have  paid  less. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  refute  the  charge 
that  we  are  leeches  crying  **  Give,  give!  '*  I 
admit,  sir,  we  have  cried  give,  but  our  cry  has 
not  been  answered. 

But,  sir,  rich  as  is  this  theme  of  education, 
splendid  as  have  been  the  achievements  of  pop- 
ular schools  in  solving  the  problem  of  self- 
government  in  this  country,  gladly  as  I  would 


pursue  it  into  its  relations  with  our  republican 
institutions,  I  must  forbear.  I  have  spoken 
and  shall  speak  only  to  the  single  question — 
the  dut^  of  the  national  Government  toward 
the  national  capital  in  supporting  our  common 
schools.  I  ask,  sir,  that  we  shall  be  treated  at 
least  as  well  as  other  of  our  citizens  are  treated. 
I  say  nothing  of  the  desirability  of  establish- 
ing model  schools  here,  which  dlone  should 
plead  our  cause  successfully.  I  sa^  nothing 
of  other  considerations  eoually  weighty,  but 
have  confined  myself  simply  to  practical,  pal- 
pable,  and  self-evident  propositions,  and  have 

Slanted  myself  on  the  broad  ground  that  the 
l-overnment  cannot  now  turn  away  and  refuse 
to  apply  the  precedents  it  has  already  so  wisely 
established,  nor  give  a  deaf  ear  to  the  petition 
of  its  own  wards  who  are  here  either  in  its  own 
service  or  by  its  own  act. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  submit  my  case,  which  is  the 
suit  of  over  thirtv  thousand  youths.  If  the 
District  of  Columbia  is  a  part  of  the  Union, 
it  is  entitled  to  the  aid  I  am  urging,  or  the 
Government  should  repeal  all  laws  passed  in 
support  of  schools ;  if^the  exceptional  condi- 
tion of  our  community,  which  1  have  pointed 
out,  cannot  find  some  response  in  these  Halls, 
then  must  we  either  exclude  all  children  from 
our  schools  whose  parents  contribute  nothing 
to  their  support — which  would  be  a  blow  at  the 
very  foundation  of  popular  education — or  you 
must  compel  us  to  educate  oUiers  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  our  own  children. 

Sir,  I  appeal  to  that  broad  catholic  spirit 
which  has  characterized  our  national  Legisla- 
ture I  I  appeal  to  that  enlightened  public  con- 
science which  has  dictated  our  school  system  ; 
I  appeal  to  as  just  and  wise  a  Congress  as  ever 
graced  our  capital  to  efibce  now  and  forever 
the  cruel  discrimination  which  has  excluded 
the  District  of  Columbia  from  any  share  in  the 
royal  bequests  of  the  nation  nnder  which  the 
common  schools  in  every  other  State  and  Ter- 
ritory in  this  broad  land  are  flourishing.  And, 
sir,  I  make  this  appeal  with  an  abiding  faith 
in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  in  the  profound 
belief  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
will  become  the  law  of  the  land. 

PDBUO  LANDS  VOR  TDK  TOILING  POOR. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  the 
honor  of  introducing,  some  weeks  ago,  the 
following  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  which 
I  propose  to  make  the  basis  of  my  remarks  at 
this  time: 

Joint  resolution  proposlug  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  disposal  of  the  publio  lands. 

Reeolved  6y  t\e  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Reprteenta- 
tivte  of  the  United  Statee  of  Avierica  in  Conor tw 
a^eemb led,  (tyfo  thirds  of  each  llouse  concurring 
therein,)  That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  said  States,  shall 
become  and  be  held  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States: 

Articli  — , 

Sbotion  1.  The  public  land  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  disposed  of  except  to  actual  settlers 
thereon,  for  homestead  purposes  only,  and  in  quan- 
tities limited  by  general  laws. 

I  know  of  no  question  so  vitally  interesting 
to  the  people  of  the  Uuited  States  as  this.  I 
introduced  this  proposed  amendment  because  I 
hold  the  following  propositions  to  be  true: 
that  the  public  lands  belong  to  the  people  ; 
that  they  should  only  be  parted  with  in  small 
quantities  as  homesteads  rorthe  poor,  and  that 
this  result  can  only  be  reached  by  constitutional 
amendment. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  is  so  simple 
that  it  would  seem  to  need  only  its  statement 
to  verify  its  truth  ;  for  in  all  times  and  under 
all  Governments  the  chief  power  in  the  nation 
has  assumed  and  has  been  conceded  the  right 
to  dispose  by  gift  or  otherwise  of  all  lands 
acquired  by  the  Government  by  treaty,  sale, 
or  conquest,  the  title  to  which  was  not  claimea 
by  private  individuals.    Thus  we  find  the  kings 
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of  Great.  Britain  graoting  to  indlyidaal  sab- 
jects  Uie  wild  lands  in  the  American  ooloniea. 
This  being  the  case,  it  follows  that  in  this  Re- 
public, where  the  people  are  sovereign,  they 
have  the  sole  right  to  alienate  or  dispose  of 
the  public  lands.  That  the  public  domain 
should  be  parted  with  only  in  small  quantities 
as  homesteads  for  the  poor  seems  to  me  equally 
apparent. 

As  long  as  poor  human  nature  is  constituted 
as  it  now  is,  self-interest  wiU  be  a  strong  mo- 
tive power,  and  by  this  system  you  would  build 
up  thousands  and  millions  of  land- holders 
whose  interest  in  the  soil  would  in  turn  edu- 
cate them  and  their  families  into  tens  of  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  millions  of  stubborn  and 
determined  defenders  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Republie.  All  history  teaches  that  the  land- 
holder is  a  friend,  to  stable  government.  He 
has  too  much  at  stake  to  allow  slight  causes 
or  chimerical  wrongs  to  lead  him  into  revolt. 
The  agitator  assaults  him  with  fancied  injuries 
and  petty  complaints  in  vain,  for  he  knows 
that  revolution  may  lift  the  roof  from  over  the 
heads  of  his  children,  and  even  deprive  him 
of  the  title  to  his  homestead  itseli.  Nor  is 
this  all.  There  is  a  higher  impulse  still.  Own- 
ership of  the  land  promotes  and  fosters  a  pure 
patriotism.  The  land-owner,  no  matter  now 
small  his  domain,  by  his  near  relatious  to  the 
Government,  by  ihki  lively  affection  for  his 
home  which  all  men  feel,  is  filled  with  a  glow- 
ing love  for  his  country  and  veneration  for  her 
laws ;  for  has  he  not  a  part  and  parcel  of  her 
soil?  The  bereaved  mother  who  raises  her 
streaming  eyes  to  heaven  has  a  greater  love 
and  adoration  for  its  shining  portab  and  golden 
streets  because  she  knows  it  is  the  home  and 
abiding  place  of  her  darling  who  has  gone  be- 
fore. And  so  it  is  here.  That  man  has  a  greater 
love  and  affection  for  his  country  who  knows 
that  while  she  exists  he  and  his  children  have  a 
permanent  home  and  abiding  place  on  a  part 
of  her  domain. 

But  again,  the  adoption  of  this  rule  will 
check  the  tendency  to  a  kind  of  modern  feud- 
alism, which  I  conceive  to  be  the  growing  evil 
of  the  times.  The  concentration  of  immense 
tracts  of  land  into  the  hands  of  the  few,  of 
necessity  must  create  a  landed  aristocracy, 
and  place  at  its  feet,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
the  labor  interest  of  the  country.  We  have 
read  history  in  vain,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  has 
not  taught  us  that  a  landed  aristocracy  must 
have  some  kind  of  slavery  or  serfdom  to  sup- 
port it.  That  it  cannot  exist  in  a  Republic 
where  all  men  are  free  our  own  history  teaches. 
The  antagonism  of  slavery  and  a  system  of 
small  landed  proprietors  is  strikingly  exempli- 
fied by  the  rapidity  with  which  the  ^*  peculiar 
institution '^  disappeared  from  the  eastern 
States,  and  the  late  gigantic  struggle  with  the 
South  has  only  too  vividly  portrayed  the  tena- 
city with  which  the  large  landed  proprietor 
clings  to  a  system  without  which  his  large 
estates  are  cumbersome  and  of  no  value. 

When  you  destroyed  slavery  at  the  South 
you,  unwittingly  perhaps,  struck  a  death-blow 
at  her  system  of  large  estates.  It  may  struggle 
on  for  a  few  years,  but  the  restitution  of  slav- 
ery alone  can  prevent  the  disintegration  of  the 
large  plantations  of  the  South  and  the  substi- 
tution of  a  system  of  small  proprietorships, 
under  whose  rule  the  South  will  nse  to  a  pros- 
perity and  grandeur  which  no  debasing  slave 
system  can  ever  hope  to  reach. 

But  the  dark  side  of  this  particular  point  is 
yet  to  be  stated.  While  you  were  making  this 
glorious  change  for  the  better  in  one  section 
of  your  country,  you  were  in  another  building 
up  and  fostering  a  series  of  princely  estates 
so  magnificent  in  their  proportions,  that  the 
vast  domain  of  a  feudal  lord  would  scarcely 
make  a  garden  for  one  of  these  newly  created 
land  monarchs!  And  with  the  system  must 
come  its  inevitable  follower,  or  rather  twin- 
sister,  slavery.  For  one  cannot  exist  without 
the  other.  Must  come,  did  I  say  7  We  of  the 
great  West  already  see  her  horrible  fiEkce  as 


she  wriggles  her  filthjr  body  from  the  coast  of 
Asia  across  the  Pacific  to  pollute  with  her 
poisonous  breath  the  fngrant  air  in  the  beau- 
tiful valleys  of  the  western  slope  ;  and  the 
name  of  this  new  slavery  is  '*  Chinese  cooly- 


ism. 
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Another  point:  by  retaining  the  public  lands 
for  the  actual  settler,  you  insure  its  present 
occupation  and  rapid  improvement.  The  small 
proprietor,  with  a  pride  that  can  only  come 
from  a  personal  contact  with  the  soil  which 
is  his,  and  his  only,  labors  and  struggles  to 
cultivate  and  beautify  it  with  an  energy,  a 
perseverance,  and  an  affection  which  would 
shame  the  cold,  passionless,  and  sordid  feelings 
of  the  mere  speculator.  The  small  farmer 
loves  his  little  tract,  for  it  is  associated  in  his 
mind  with  his  daily  bread,  the  happiness  of  his 
little  oneSt  and  all  the  comforts  of  his  coming 
old  age.  In  a  word,  it  is  to  be  his  home  in  life, 
and  he  hopes  that  when  his  race  shall  have 
been  run,  and  his  little  family  shall  know  him 
no  more  forever,  that  some  shady  nook  in  the 
dear  old  homestead,  torn  from  the  wilderness 
by  his  own  strong  arm,  may  half  conceal,  half 
reveal  the  humble  slab  that  shall  relate  to  the 
passer-by  the  simple  history  of  his  lowly  life. 

Pass  this  law,  and  with  the  beneficent  home- 
stead law  on  your  statute-books  you  offer  to 
the  American  poor  the  hope,  the  certainty  of 
escaping  from  the  very  jaws  of  poverty,*  and 
of  springing  at  one  bound  into  comparative 
competency  and  plenty.  The  far  West  is  a 
garden  whose  rich  soil  invites  the  plowshare 
with  a  promise  of  never-failing  golden  harvests. 
Her  magnificent  rivers  invite  the  commerce 
of  the  world.  Her  gigantic  mountains,  cov- 
ered with  choice  timt^r,  and  her'immenseooal  | 
beds  point  her  out  as  the  paradise  of  manufac- 
tories; and  her  inexhaustable  mineral  fields 
proclaim  her  the  richest  portion  of  the  globe. 
Give  the  people  to  know  that  the  wealthiest 
capitalist  can  do  no  more  toward  acquiring 
an  interest  in  her  virgin  soil  than  the  poorest 
man  who  walks  your  cities'  streets,  and  you 
will  find  that  poverty  will  disappear  from  the 
land  as  by  a  miracle,  for  the  humblest,  lowliest, 
and  most  poverty-stricken  citizen  can  settle  on 
a  piece  of^land,  and  by  this  beneficent  policy, 
find  a  home  which  will  not  only  raise  him  to 
the  dignity  which  propertv  always  gives  to 
man,  but  will  produce  idl  the  necessaries  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  which  his  former  life 
denied  him.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that 
poverty  is  the  most  )>rolific  of  all  the  sources 
of  crime.  Is  it,  then,  no  argument  in  favor  of 
the  system  I  propose  that  it  assists  in  some 
degree  at  least  in  suppressing  the  temptation 
to  wrong  doing?  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
one  of  Uie  chief  objects  of  all  legislation,  and 
though  it  may  appear  to  the  superficial  or  casual 
observer  that  Uiis  argument  is  far-fetched  and 
sophistical,  yet  the  logic  of  cause  and  effect 
will  convince  any  candid  and  thinking  mind 
of  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  It  will  widen 
the  field  of  industry  and  enhance  the  wages  of 
labor.  As  the  laoor  marts  become  crowded 
and  the  Bupi>ly  begins  to  exceed  the  demand, 
the  surplus  instead  ot  struggling  for  a  scanty 
subsistence  by  competition  in  an  over-crowded 
market,  will  see  the  rich  prizes  held  out  by  a 
beneficent  Government,  and  will  scatter  out 
upon  the  broad  public  domain,  and  build  up 
another  labor  market,  which  shall  in  turn  give 
work  at  remunerative  wages  to  thousands  from 
the  crowded  cities  of  the  older  settlements. 
Nor  is  this  all ;  by  thus  bettering  the  condition 
of  the  poor,  you  enable  them  to  send  their 
children  to  the  schools,  and  they  are  prepared 
for  the  duties  and  high  privileges  of  American 
citizenship.  You  thus  suppress  ignorance  and 
raise  up  to  the  Republic  an  intelligent  people, 
who  will  prove  an  impenetrable  bulwark  to 
American  freedom  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  while  listening  to  the  debate  the 
other  day  upon  the  bill  to  promote  education, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  the  gentlemen  who  so 
ably  and  eloquently  advocated  that  statesman- 
like and  patriotic  project,  and  whose  telling 


arguments  npon  the  advantages  of  edocatios 
in  a  national  point  of  view  cannot  be  contro- 
verted— it  occurred  to  me,  I  say,  that  they  did 
not  probe  that  important  question  to  the 
bottom.  It  deserves  and  has  ever  recaved 
the  glowinff  eulogies  of  the  orator,  the  calm 
approval  of  Uie  historian,  and  the  profoond 
respect  of  the  statesman.  But  in  thlB  great 
Republic,  based  upon  the  intelligent  soffrages 
of  a  free  people,  the  education  of  the  masses 
should  be  the  first  great  object  of  all  le^lataon ; 
for  education  is  the  base  and  foundation  opoo 
which  the  broad  fabric  of  free  institatioos  apoa 
this  continent  rests.  Deprive  the  people  of  its 
advantages,  and  you  have  indeea  a  GoTem- 
ment  which  resembles  an  inverted  cone — a 
pyramid  resting  upon  its  apex — which  the 
slightest  wave  of  popular  excitement  will  dash 
into  a  thousand  hideous  fragments. 

Therefore  I  say  the  educational  bill  is  of 
vast  importance.  It  assists  in  famishing  the 
free  schools  at  which  the  children  of  the  poc^ 
may  be  educated  :  but  establish  the  rule  that 
the  public  lands  shall  be  forever  dedicated  as 
homesteads  for  the  poor,  and  milliona  of  the 
people's  children  will  have  the  opportnnity  of 
attending  these  schools.  Their  little  haodi 
will  not  be  compelled  to  harden,  and  their 
bodies  to  become  dwarfed  and  deformed  by 
the  forced  labor  which  poverty  necessarily 
wrings  from  little  ones  who,  in  happier  sta- 
tions, would  still  require  the  nurse's  care. 

Save  the  public  domain  for  the  people,  and 
centuries  will  elapse  before  this  happy  land 
will  see  that  crushing,  abject  poverty,  so  com- 
mon in  Europe,  which  compels  the  tender 
infant  of  ten  years  to  contribute  his  mite  to- 
ward the  support  of  the  family  to  which  his 
little  life  has  add^d  a  burden  that  cannot  be 
borne  without  assistance  from  even  his  tiny 
arms.  And  by  freeing  the  families  of  the  poor 
from  this  dire  necessity  you  will  enable  their 
children  to  attend  school,  and  give  them,  in 
truth,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  that  intelli- 
gence and  knowledge  which  should  distin^oish 
every  citizen  of  a  free  Republic. 

Contrary  to  those  who  favor  the  granUng  of 
the  public  land  for  internal  improvement^  [ 
contend  that  the  rule  I  ask  this  House  to  make 
would  eive  an  impetus  to  the  settlement  of  the 
great  West  which  would  fiair  outstrip  the  fan- 
cied rapidity  with  which  railway  lines  settle  up 
the  country.  The  uncertaintv  as  to  what  par- 
ticular tracts  are  covered  by  the  railway  grant ; 
the  ease  with  which  the  line  of  road  may  be 
changed  from  one  location  to  another  in  which 
the  land  is  of  more  value,  probably  made  so 
by  the  fact  of  settlement :  the  length  of  time 
that  must  elapse  before  tne  settler  can  know 
whether  his  hard-earned  improvements  are 
being  put  upon  his  own  land  or  npon  that  of 
the  corporation ;  the  fact  that  the  railway  gen- 
erally, and  if  practicable  always,  passes  through 
the  most  fertile  and  best- watered  valleys,  tid- 
ing one  half  the  land  and  rendering  the  title 
to  the  other  half  so  uncertinn  as  to  make  it  nn- 
profitable  to  the  poor  settler  who  has  neither 
time  nor  money  to  expend  on  uncertainties : 
each  in  itself  tends  to,  and  all  combined  pro- 
duces the  effect  of  preventing  the  settlement 
and  improvement  ot  lands  contiguous  to  large 
railway  grants,  and  renders  the*  settlement  and 
improvement  much  more  rapid  in  those  local- 
ities where  the  title  to  the  land  is  known  to  be 
in  the  Government,  and  where  no  vexations 
law- suits  can  come  to  eat  up  the  produce  of  the 
labor,  privation,  and  hardship  oi  years. 

Do  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  misunderstand  me. 
No  member  upon  this  floor  will  more  stren- 
uously support  the  giving  of  naUonal  aid  to 
worthy  national  schemes  of  internal  improve 
ment  than  1.  But  do  not  give  the  public  lands 
Do  all  in  your  power  to  prevent  the  aggrega- 
tion of  large  tracts  of  lana  in  the  hands  of  one 
man  or  of  one  company ;  at  least  do  nothing  to 
assist  it,  for  I  earnestly  believe — and  the  expe- 
rience of  other  countries  teaches  it — that  this 
is  the  most  dangerous  of  all  the  sunken  rocks 
from  among  which  our  ship  of  State  must  he 
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safely  steered,  if  we  would  not  haye  her  broken 
to  piecea  against  their  jagged  sides.  The  dis- 
posal to  settlers  in  limited  quantities  of  the 
pablic  land  builds  up  a  grand  army  of  yeo- 
manry, which  in  time  of  peace  will  make  this 
broad  continent  to  blossom  as  the  rose,  and 
which,  in  time  of  war,  will  prove  a  bulwark 
against  which  the  nations  of  the  earth  may 
dash  in  vain  j  but  follow  the  policy  of  the  lasl 
twenty  years  on  this  question,  and  you  build 
up  in  the  nation  a  land  system  which  will  ever 
prove  a  weakness  and  a  mockery  to  republican 
institutions. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  a  proposition 
to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea  States 
is  a  matter  of  so  serious  and  important  a  char- 
acter as  to  demand  the  most  profound  consid- 
eration of  every  American  law- maker.  But 
this  is  no  new  question  suddenly  sprung  upon 
the  attention  ot  members.  The  people  of  the 
ffreat  West,  of  all  political  parties,  have  been 
u>r  years  demanding  the  very  object  for  which 
I  here  contend.  It  cannot  be  that  gentlemen 
have  been  deaf  to  these  cries.  They  have  pen- 
etrated into  every  town,  village,  and  hamlet  in 
the  land.  It  is  true  that  this  demand  has  taken 
no  definite  shape;  that  no  course  has  been 
marked  out  for  the  attainment  of  the  desired 
result.  But  that  that  result  is  anxiously,  ay, 
prayerfully,  looked  for  by  the  American  poor 
no  gentleman  on  this  m)or  will  pretend  to 
deny.  Knowing  the  difficulties  attending  the 
passage  of  a  constitutional  amendment,  I  have 
carefdly  considered  every  other  mode  that  has 
been  suggested^  but  I  find  that  they  all  fall 
short  of  the  object  to  be  attained.  Whatever 
may  be  said  on  the  stump  or  elsewhere,  both 
of  the  great  political  parties  of  the  country 
have  decided  by  their  action  that  Congress 
has  the  constitutional  power  to  give,  grant,  or 
sell  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  to 
whom  it  pleases,  and  in  limited  or  unlimited 
quantities. 

In  view  of  the  facts  of  the  case  it  is  some- 
what amusing,  even  in  so  serious  a  matter, 
to  hear  members  of  the  Opposition  berate  the 
party  in  power  for  granting  lands  to  rail- 
roacis  when  a  very  trifling  familiarity  with  the 
statutes  of  th^  United  States  would  show  that 
the  Democratic  party  inaugurated  the  system, 
and  that  during  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Pierce  alone  nearly  five  thousand  miles 
of  railroad  were  subsidized  with  land  grants 
by  a  Democratic  Congress.  That  the  I&pub- 
licans  have  followed  this  example  I  do  not 
deny.  I  merely  state  the  fact  to  show  that 
whatever  partisans  may  say  about  the  other 
side  being  the  sinner,  both  parties  have  de- 
cided that  the  grants  can  be  made  under  the 
Constitution  as  it  stands,  and  that  therefore 
the  only  remedy  is  to  change  the  Constitution 
itself. 

While  I  believe  that  the  building  of  the 
great  railway  uniting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans  was  demand^  by  every  consideration 
of  patriotism  and  a  wise  public  policy,  and  that 
when  that  enterprise  was  inaugurated  the  pub- 
lic welfare  demanded  that  no  consideration  of 
economy  should  prevent  its  early  completion, 
yet  I  think  that  tl^e  prodigality  that  a  wise 
statesmanship  then  dictated,  has  caused  legis- 
lators to  lose  si^ht  of  the  necessities  which  then 
pressed  the  nation,  and  to  erect  that  grant  into 
a  precedent  for  enriching  any  railroad  com- 
pany that  has  sufficient  audacity  to  ask  the 
favor. 

The  railroad  land-grant  system  is  not  the 
only  evil  which  this  amendment  would  cure. 
The  infamous  system  of  the  private  entry  of 
public  lands  would  be  forever  crushed  out  j 
the  system  by  which  the  capitalist  is  made 
richer,  the  poor  of  the  country  poorer,  and  by 
which  the  Government  does  n'ot  gain  one  cent. 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is,  of  course,  unnecessary  for 
me  to  produce  a  long  array  of  figures  to  show 
the  amount  of  land  that  has  during  the  last 
nineteen  years  been  given  or  sold  at  a  nominal 
price  to  corporations  and  capitalists.     These 


figures  have  been  before  you  so  often  that 
their  immensity  has  lost  its  power  to  surprise 
you.  Suffice  it  to  say,  Uiat  one  third  of  all  this 
vast  patrimony  of  the  people,  or  an  area  equal 
to  that  of  the  thirteen  original  States,  has  tnus 
been  squandered.  Is  it  not  time  to  pause  ere 
the  remainder  slip  from  our  hands  and  all  the 
vast  good  of  which  it  is  susceptible  be  demed 
us  forever  7    Surely  it  is  time. 

We  can  only  judge  of  the  future  by  the  pasL 
and  judging  by  that,  before  the  year  1900,  it 
we  follow  the  present  system,  every  foot  of 
the  public  domain  will  have  been  concentrated 
in  the  hands  of  large  landed  proprietors,  and 
the  laboring  poor  will  have  been  robbed  of 
that  to  which  they  have  as  just  a  claim  as  the 
greatest  capitalist  in  the  land. 

Gentlemen  may  say  that  the  system  I  pro- 
pose will  prevent  the  grant  of  land  to  States 
for  edocational  purposes.  This  is  true,  but  it 
does  not  prevent  the  grant  to  the  States  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  any  portion  of  the 
land.  But  I  would  have  the  title  in  fee  remain 
in  the  General  Government  until  the  settler 
shall  take  it.  Under  this  rule  we  would  have 
no  awful  perversion  of  the  (Government's 
bounty ;  no  system  of  State  land  laws  which 
robs  the  poor  of  all  power  to  acquire  the  land, 
and  gives  the  rich  every  facility  for  making  it 
his  own,  as  is  now  the  case  in  some  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  very  briefly  and 
very  crudely,  given  some  of  the  many  reasons 
that  might  be  adduced  why  this  amendment 
should  be  insrafied  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
Republic.  If  something  be  not  done,  and  that 
quickly,  the  people's  heritage  will  soon  have 
been  taken  from  them  to  the  last  acre.  But 
take  away  the  power  of  any  future  Congress  to 
dispose  of  the  public  lands  except  to  settlers  in 
small  quantities,  and  you  can  count  on  the 
finders  of  your  two  hands  the  years  within 
which  the  great  West  will  be  filled  by  a  race 
of  hardy  pioneers,  whose  homes  will  dot  every 
valley  and  deck  every  mountain  side.  They 
will  be  lovers  and  defenders  of  freedom,  too, 
for  on  the  other  side  of  this  continent  our 
grand  old  mountains,  our  boundless  prunes, 
our  immense  forests,  and  magnificent  rivers 
are  alike  the  teachers  and  the  temples  of  a 
free  and  a  brave  people.  The  cry  of  the  sav- 
age beast  and  more  savage  Indian  will  be 
drowned  by  the  music  of  the  Sabbath  bells, 
and  cities  and  towns,  and  churches  and  schools, 
and  all  the  evidences  of  a  higher,  of  American 
civilization,  will  be  seen  from  the  Missouri  river 
to  the  Sierra  Nevada.  New  Stites  will  spring 
from  the  wilderness,  like  Minerva  from  the  brain 
of  Jupiter,  full-grown,  armed  and  equipped, 
ready  for  peace  or  war.  And  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  we  may  truly  say  that  while — 

'*  Thebes  marehed  her  thousands  from  a  hundred 
gates. 
We  march  our  millions  from  a  hundred  States  I " 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  let  me  say,  Mr. 
Speller,  that  while  I  ask  and  hope  that  when 
this  resolution  is  placed  upon  its  {>a8sage  many 
Democrats  will  support  it,  yet  it  is  with  pecu- 
liar pleasure  that  I  ask  the  Republican  mem- 
bers to  assist  me  in  placing  this,  the  brightest 
gem  of  all,  in  the  crown  of  the  great  Mpub- 
lican  party.  It  has  much  to  be  proud  of.  It  has 
by  its  actions,  written  the  brightest  page  in  the 
world's  history  of  freedom,  it  has  conquered 
a  gigantic  roj^ellion  against  this  Kepublic  and 
Uius  saved  to  the  humble  and  downtrodden 
of  all  nations  an  asylum  and  a  home,  where 
all  men  are  equal  before  the  law.  It  stretched 
forth  its  arm  and  the  manacles  crumbled  and 
fell  from  the  limbs  of  every  slave  in  the  laud. 
It  passed  the  homestead  law,  more  beneficent 
in  its  purposes  than  any  other  law  ever  passed 
by  any  nation  of  the  earth.  Let  us  aad  this 
to  the  diadem  of  its  brilliant  deeds,  that  it 
gave  all  the  vast  public  domain  as  homes  to 
the  toiling  poor.  Do  this,  and  all  the  genera- 
tions that  are  to  come  will  rise  up  and  call  its 
name  blessed  I 


LANDS  TO  THB  80LDIBR. 

Mr.  DUELL?    Mr.  Speaker,  two  measures 

are  now  pending  before  this  House,  designed 

to  do  partial  justice  to  the  defenders  of  the 

Union,  in  the  success  of  which  I  feel  a  deep 

interest.    The  one  is  a  bill  introduced  by  me 

on  the  first  d^  of  the  present  session,  and 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 

entitled   **A  bill  granting  bounty  lands    to 

all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors 

who  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 

United  States  in  the  war  commenced  in  1861 

for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.'*    That 

bill  is  in  the  following  words : 

Be  it  enaeUd  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Mepreeent- 
ati90$  cf  the  United  SUUee  of  America  in  Oonqreet 
aeeenUtUd,  That  every  private  soldier  and  omcor 
who  has  served  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
daring  the  recent  rebellion,  and  who  was  honorably 
diseharf  ed»  and  has  remained  loyal  to  the  Govero- 
ment,  and  every  seaman,  marine,  and  officer,  or  other 

Senon  who  has  served  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
tates  or  in  the  Marine  corps  during  the  rebellion, 
aad  who  was  honorably  discharged,  and  has  re- 
mained loyal  to  the  Government,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  certificate  or  warrant  from  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land:  Provided^  That  the  person  so  having  been  in 
serrioe  shall  not  receive  said  land-warrant  if  it  shall 
appear  by  the  master-roll  of  his  regiment  or  corps 
that  he  deserted  or  was  dishonorably  discharged 
fromserviee:  Provided  further,  That  the  benefits  of 
this  section  shall  be  held  to  extend  to  wagon-masters 
and  teamsters  who  may  have  been  employed,  under 
direction  of  oompetent  authority,  in  time  of  war,  in 
the  transportation  of  military  stores  and  supplies. 

Sxo.  2.  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  per- 
son who,  if  living,  would  be  entitled  to  a  certificate 
or  warrant  as  aforesaid  under  this  act,  leaving  a 
widow,  or.  if  no  widow,  any  minor  ohUd  or  chil- 
dren, snail  be  entitled  to  receive  a  certificate  or 
warrant  for  the  same  quantity  of  land  that  such 
deceased  person  would  be  entitled  to  receive  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  if  now  living :  Provided, 
That  a  sabsequent  marriage  shall  not  impair  the 
right  of  any  such  widow  to  sach  warrant  if  she  be  a 
widow  at  the  time  of  making  her  application :  And 
provided  fiurther.  That  those  shall  be  oonsidered 
minors  who  are  so  at  the  time  this  act  shall  take 
effect. 

Sio.  3.  That  said  certificates  or  warrants  may  be 
assigned,  transferred,  and  located  by  the  warrantees, 
their  assiraees.  or  their  heirs-at-law^  according  to 
the  provisions  of  existing  laws  regulating  the  assign- 
ment, transfer,  and  location  of  bounty-land  war- 
rants. No  warrant  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  located  on  any  public  lands  except 
such  as  shall  at  the  time  be  subject  to  sale  at  either 
the  minimum  or  lower  graduated  prices. 

It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  bill 
places  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  served  in 
the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion 
upon  the  same  footing,  in  respect  to  bounty 
lands,  with  those  who  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  Mexican 
war.  It  ingrafU  no  new  principle  upon  the 
legislation  of  the  country  in  regard  to  our 
bounty  laws,  but  is  in  harmony  therewith.  Did 
the  men  who  served  in  the  two  wars  last  named 
show  any  more  bravery,  did  they  endure  more 
perils  and  sufferings  ana  deprivations  than  did 
those  men  who  fought  for  the  Union  from  1861 
to  1866?  Then  why  withhold  this  pittance 
from  Uiese  brave  men?  Why  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  those  who  have  served  their  coun- 
try with  equid  fidelity  and  patriotism  ? 

But  it  is  said  by  those  who  oppose  this  meas- 
ure that  the  amount  of  land  appropriated  by 
this  bill  is  so  enormous  that  it  would  absorb 
nearly  all  of  the  public  domain.  Concede  this 
to  be  true  :  had  we  not  better  dispose  of  the 
public  lands  in  this  way  than  to  squander  them 
m  projects  for  waste  and  plunder  with  which 
we  are  presented  every  day  ?  But  the  most 
extravagant  calculation  yet  made  by  any  of  the 
opponents  of  this  measure  only  makes  the  num- 
ber of  acres  to  be  appropriated  in  the  shape  of 
bounties  to  the  soldiers  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions.  Hon.  Mr.  Julian,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  in  the  Thirty- 
Ninth  Congress,  in  an  adverse  report  made  by 
him  on  a  similar  proposition,  says  : 

*'If  we  estimate  at  one  million  the,  number  of 
soldiers  and  seamen  who  may  fairly  claim  bounties 
on  the  score  of  a  just  eqaalisation  under  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  which  is  a  very  moderate  estimate 
according  to  official  statements  recently  made  by  the 
provost  marshal  general,  one  million  land  warrants 
would  be  thrown  into  cirenlation  by  the  policy  of 
land  bounties.   Oomputing  that  each  warrant  would 
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call  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  aeres,  tlie  quantity 
of  tho  public  domain  required  would  be  oue  ban- 
dred  and  aiz^  million  acres,  (ft  probably  more 
than  one  fourtn  of  the  entire  arable  portion  of  the 


same. 


»» 


It  is  here  conoeded  by  one  of  the  best  in* 
formed  gentlemen  who  have  opposed  this  meas- 
ure that  only  about  one  fourtn  of  the  arable 
Sortion  of  our  public  lands  would  be  required : 
ut  whether  a  little  more  or  a  little  less,  X 
believe  the  quantity  may  well  be  spared  in  the 
discharge  of  a  debt  so  binding  and  obligatory 
by  every  principle  of  honor  and  justice  as  that 
due  to  the  soldiers  who  served  for  the  Union. 
Our  Government  is  rich  in  lands.  It  has  been 
hitherto  liberal  in  its  gifts  to  individuals  and 
to  companies.  Vast  grants  are  continually 
being  made  by  Congress,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  seventy-three  million  acres  have  been 
voted  to  railroad  companies  within  a  few  years. 
I  would  ask,  is  there  any  justice  or  propriety  in 
voting  to  give  away  the  public  land  to  incor- 
porated companies  for  the  construction  of  rail* 
roads  and  other  works  of  internal  improve* 
ment,  and  refuse  to  accede  to  so  reasonable, 
so  just  a  proposition  as  this? 

But,  Mr,  Speaker,  we  are  told  that  much 
of  this  land  will  find  its  way  into  the  hands 
of  speculators.  Concede  this  to  be  true,  and 
what  of  that?  Is  this  any  reason  why  we  shall 
not  do  justice  to  a  meritorious  class  of  our 
citizens?  I  apprehend  that  speculators  can- 
not get  these  land  warrants  without  paying 
something  to  the  immediate  recipients  of  this 
bounty.  Shall  we  be  told  that  we  must  not 
do  justice  to  the  soldier,  for  fear  that  specula- 
tors may  possibly  be  benefited;  that  those 
who  would  receive  and  appropriate  these  lands 
to  the  support  and  comfort  of  their  declining 
years  shall  nut  have  them  for  fear  that  others 
may  be  less  prudent,  and  may  by  their  own 
acts  thwart  our  efforts  to  do  them  good?  Sir, 
this  is  a  tort  of  reasoning,  a  kind  of  ethics 
I  do  not  understand,  nor  do  I  desire  to. 

It  is  said  by  the  opponents  of  this  measure 
that  we  have  a  homestead  law  which  gives  the 
public  domain  to  the  soldiers,  in  common  with 
all  others,  if  followed  by  actual  settlement 
and  the  payment  of  a  fee  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  land  department.  This  is  true,  Mr. 
Speaker.  It  is  also  true  that  deserters,  cow- 
ards, and  the  basest  men  who  ever  lived  in  the 
land,  are  entitled  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  side  by  side  with  the  scarred  veteran 
who  maintained  the  honor  aud  integritv  of  the 
old  flag  at  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  v  icksburg, 
the  Wilderness,  and  other  battle-fields  of  the 
rebellion.  It  is  because  the  soldier  has  no 
substantial  benefit  under  the  homestead  law 
beyond  that  given  to  the  civilian  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  giving  him  bounty  land  outright. 
Every  one  will  concede  that  the  homestead 
law  is  not  adapted  to  the  wants  and  circum- 
stances of  disaoled  soldiers,  nor  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  those  who  have  died  of  disease 
or  were  slain  in  battle.  They  cannot  remove 
to  the  far  West  and  enter  upon  and  cultivate 
tho  land  set  apart  under  the  homestead  law. 
Many  a  deceased  soldier  has  left  behind  him 
minor  children  who,  if  they  were  to  inherit  a 
land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
would  cause  it  to  be  located  now,  and  when 
they  arrived  at  the  proper  age,  enter  upon  and 
cultivate  the  land  for  their  support  and  main- 
tenance. But  if  you  make  no  other  provision 
for  disabled  soldiers,  and  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  those  who  have  died,  than  that  pro- 
vided for  by  the  homestead  1  aw ^  you  practically 
deprive  that  large  and  meritonous  class  of  any 
benefit  from  the  public  lands. 

I  know  very  well  that  this  bill,  like  every 
other,  is  liable  to  nlausible  objections  of  one 
sort  and  another  from  acute  and  ingenious 
men.  I  know  it  is  said  that  there  was  a  con- 
tract entered  into  between  the  soldier  and  the 
Government  by  which  the  soldier  was  to  serve 
and  receive  for  his  services  a  stipulated  price. 
This  price  (which  was,  a  portion  of  the  time, 
nxteon  doUan  a  month)  haa  been  paid,  and 


now  it  is  insisted  that  the  soldier  haa  no  longer 
any  claim  upon  the  justice  or  bounty  of  the 
Government.  Sir,  such  an  argument  is  un- 
worthy of  being  urged  against  a  measure  like 
this.  A  soldier  may  havefoughtand  suffered, 
and  lost  perchance  a  limb  in  defense  of  our 
country's  rights  and  honor,  and  received  as 
compensation  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  The 
United  States,  in  paying  that  sixteen  dollars 
per  month,  oomnhed  with  ita  part  of  the  con- 
tract ;  and  now  let  the  poor  soldier  totter  and 
limp  on  to  his  grave,  and  let  all  appeals  to  the 
justice  and  generosity  of  his  country  be  an« 
Ewered  by  saying:  "You  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States ;  the  United  States 
has  paid  the  sixteen  dollars,  and  thus  dis- 
charged all  its  obligations  to  jou ;  so  go  your 
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way 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  never  in  any  contesi 
paid  as  good  wages  to  our  soldiers  as  they 
could  have  earned  in  any  other  proflession  \ 
yet  they  have  never  been  wanting  m  the  hour 
of  their  country's  need,  and  their  blood  has 
been  poured  out  like  rain.  We  have  thas 
avoided  the  expense  and  danger  of  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  while  we  have  fully 
met  all  the  exigencies  of  war.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  discharging  this  debt  of  gratitude  we 
owe  to  our  citizen  soldiery  we  should  be  in- 
creasing our  strength  and  power  as  a  nation, 
and  we  should  attach  more  closely  to  our  Union 
those  who  have  hitherto  proved  their  gallantry 
in  the  field,  and  would  be  beady  again,  by 
generosity,  magnanimity,  and  conciliation,  to 
show  that  thev  were  not  unworthy  of  the  ben- 
efits conferred  upon  them. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  bill  may 
become  a  law  without  unnecessary  delay ;  and 
I  feel  confident  that  the  country  and  our  con- 
stituents will  approve  it. 

The  other  measure  referred  to  by  me  in  the 
beginning  of  mv  remarks  is  the  proposition  to 
equalize  bounties  on  the  basis  of  the  time  of 
service.  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  this  purpose  on  the  X8th  day  of  December 
last,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  which  is  in  these  words : 

Be  U  enaeied  hf  ttie  Senate  and  Houee  ttf  Repreaent- 
cUivee  of  the  United  SteUee  of  America  in  Ocmgreee 
aaaembled.  That  all  Uws  heretofore  passed  granting 
bounties  to  soldiers  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sbo.  2.  That  every  non-eommissioned  officer  and 
private  soldier  who  served  for  at  least  one  month 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war 
flAainst  the  rebellion,  and  who  was  honorably  4id- 
onarged,  shall  be  paid.  (Vom  any  moneys  in  the  uni- 
ted States  Treasury  ntf  t  otherwise  appropriated,  as 
bounty,  the  sum  of  $8  33i  per  month  for  the  time 
such  soldier  was  in  the  service:  Provided,  That 
where  any  such  soldier  has  received  bounty  under 
any  of  the  heretofore  existing  laws  granting  boun- 
ties to  soldiers  in  said  war.  the  amount  so  received 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  amount  granted  by 
this  act:  And  provided  further.  That  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  regular  Army. 

Src.  8.  That  all  applications  for  bounty  on  file 
before  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  be  considered  as 
made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  and  shall  be 
settled  and  paid  m  acoordanoe  therewith. 

The  justice  and  equity  of  this  measure  is  so 
apparent  that  no  argument  is  needed  in  its 
support.  It  is  intended  to  reach  the  class  of 
men  who  volunteered  at  an  early  period  of  the 
war,  and  who  received  little  or  no  bounty  at 
the  hands  of  the  General  Government.  These 
men  went  into  the  service  regardless  of  pay 
and  bounty,  through  love  of  country  and  true 
patriotism.  Those  who  served  the  whole  term 
of  three  years  received  a  bounty  o^  $100  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  22, 1861,  and 
by  a  subsequent  act  passed  July  28, 1866,  they 
received  $100  more,  making  but  two  thirds  of 
the  bounty  paid  by  the  Government  to  later 
volunteers  who  served  for  a  less  period  of  time. 
For  instance,  tho  men  who  volunteered  in  1868 
and  1864  entered  the  service  under  the  induce- 
ment  of  $800  bounty  for  three  years*  service 
or  during  the  war,  and  the  men  thus  enlisting 
were  discharged  before  having  served  two 
years  on  account  of  their  services  being  no 
longer  required,  receiving  on  their  discharge 
11  the  full  $800  boon^. 


There  is  still  another  class  who  would  be 
reached  by  this  bill.  Those  who  enlisted  is 
1861  for  three  years,  and  who  were  discharged 
for  disability  before  the  expiration  of  two  yevt 
firom  the  date  of  their  enlistment,  received  co 
bounty  whatever.  Many  of  these  men  endured 
the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life,  and  alao7pa^ 
ticipated  in  battles,  but  being  stricken  dovo 
with  disease,  and  unable  to  continue  loogcr  b 
the  service,  were  discharged  just  before  the 
expiration  of  two  years.  To  all  such  thUbiQ 
will  afford  relief,  and  many  others  whose  cases 
are  equally  meritorious. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  only  objection  which  1  bv^ 
heard  urged  i^inst  this  measure  is  thstii  viU 
take  some  millions  fVom  the  national  Treaioij. 
Suppose  it  does }  should  this  be  inter^sed  as 
an  argument  against  the  passage  of  ajastaod 
equitable  proposition  like  this? 

I  can  well  conceive  bow,  in  the'early  dan 
of  the  Republic,  with  a  depleted  and  bank- 
rupt Treasury,  the  people  depressed  and  bone 
down  by  protracted  war,  the  Government  shoold 
fail  to  pay  the  sums  due  those  who  had  fooght 
the  battles  for  our  independence.  Bnt,  lir, 
at  this  day,  with  an  overflowing  Treasorj,  and 
a  country  abounding  in  wealth  and  prosp€^ 
ity,  no  such  objection  can  be  saccesarallj 
interposed.  Nature  has  been  profose  io  ber 
gifla  to  our  couRtry,  She  has  placed  it  is 
the  center  of  the  continent,  between  the  great 
lakes  and  Gulf,  and  given  it  frontage  on  two 
oceans.  /  She  has  interlaced   it  wiih  arteriefl 
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of  commerce  in  the  shape  of  rivers,  _ 
supplemented  it  with  sixty  thousand  miles  of 
railway.  She  has  given  us  a  soil  more  fer 
tile  than  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  she  has 
given  us  beds  of  minerals,  forests,  and  water- 
power  to  set  our  mechanism  in  motion. 

In  contemplating  the  greatness  of  our  coqo- 
try,  arrd  looking  at  its  present  prosperity,  ve 
should  not  forget  that  the  men  for  whom  I 
am  now  pleading  saved  this  great  country  from 
destruction.  They  nobly  responded  to  the 
call  of  our  late  lamented  President,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  sacrificing  everything  dear  to  the 
human  heart,  freely  offered  their  lives  to  save 
the  Republic.  They  left  homes  of  nlenu  aad 
the  society  of  loved  ones  to  fight  for  tne  oldfla|, 
The  Government  demanded  the  sacrifice;  it 
was  granted.  It  asked  for  the  soldier's  blood; 
it  was  freely  given.  It  asked  for  his  limbs,  aod 
he  gave  them.  For  what?  For  his  counuy 
and  her  honor.  It  asked  for  a  sacrifice  of  his 
business  interest ;  it  was  yielded.  It  demanded 
of  him  that  he  should  exchange  the  indescrib- 
able happiness  of  domestic  life  for  the  dangers 
of  the  camp  and  the  field  j  he  made  the 
exchange.  It  told  him  to  sever  all  the  domei- 
tic  ties ;  he  cut  them  asunder  at  its  bidding. 
The  American  people  should  never  forget  that 

**  Four  hundred  thousand  men* 
The  hrave.  tho  good,  the  true, 
In  tangled  wood,  in  mountain  fleo, 
On  battle-plain,  in  priaon^pen. 

Lie  dead  for  me  and  yeu. 
Four  hundred  thousand  of  the  braT« 
Have  made  our  ransomed  soil  Uielr  frare, 

For  me  and  you." 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  the  United  Stiie« 
desire  to  mark  their  grateful  appreciation  ot 
the  services  of  the  brave  men  who  i"CtuT^ 
hardship,  underwent  fatigue,  and  encountered 
peril  in  defense  of  the  Union.  The  pub'io 
mind  has  settled  that  point.  The  popolar 
heart  throbs  with  emotions  of  graiitflde 
which  will  not  brook  a  check.  ThisCopgreM 
cannot  with  any  show  of  fairness  and  justice 
put  off*  the  passage  of  this  measure  any  long^i 
it  would  subject  us  to  the  charge  of  parsimony 
and  ingratitude. 

In  justice  to  this  branch  of  the  Congress  »l 
is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  a  bill  for  w 
equalization  of  bounties  has  repeatedly  p*j'^^ 
this  House,  but  has  always  been  ignored  Dj 
the  Senate.  I  trust  that  this  Congress  wi  not 
adjourn  without  passing  some  proper  bill  tor 
the  equalization  of  bounties,  so  that  these  »«J 
who  volanteered  at  an  early  period  of  toe  war 
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may  receive,  even  at  thia  late  di^^*  sometbiog 
I  ike  justice  at  our  bands.  If  anj  class  is  more 
entitled  than  another  to  the  special  regard  of 
the  law-making  and  bounty- dispensing  power 
of  Government,  it  is  the  men  who  .volanteefed 
when  no  bounties  were  offered ;  the  men  who 
encountered  the  toils,  the  dangers,  the  hard- 
ikhips,  and  privations  of  the  camp,  from  no 
inducement  but  the  love  of  country. 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
(Mr.  Julian/)  the  former  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  while  oppos- 
ing the  ^rant  of  lands  to  our  soldierSf  recom- 
mended in  the  strongest  terms  the  passage  of 
a  bill  to  equalize  bounties.  In  the  report 
made  by  him  from  the  Committee  on  the  PuDlic 
Lands,  at  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-Ninth 
Congress,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  he 
remarks : 

**  Bat  while  the  committee  canuot  recommend  the 
attempt  to  e<ruaiite  tbe  bonnties  of  oar  soidrers  hy 
srants  of  lana,  they  are  vevy  deoiiedly  in  nvor  of 
such  eqaaliiatioa  in  monejr.  'Equality  is  e^^t^,' 
and  the  nation  cannot  refqse  to  heed  this  maxim  m 
dealins  with  the  brare  men  who  protected  the  laW<- 
oiak«rs  of  this  Casitai  during  the  war.  and  savad 
the  country  itself  from  destruotion.  Nor  do  we  ao- 
cept  the  plea  of  natioDal  poverty  io  often  orsoa*  in 
the  lis  hi  of  the  boandleas  resoarees  developed  by  oar 
war  of  four  years.  Tha  amount  reqaired  for  a  Hab 
eqaalisation  of  these  boanties  we  are  sore  has  bean 
much  oventated:  bot  whatever  it  may  be,  we  think 
it  shonkl  be  provided  for  with  no  unnecessary  delay. 
*  With  the  soldiers  there  was  no  task  too  areat.  ao 
saoriilea  too  larfe,  no  daty  too  arduous,  no  nardship 
too  severe;  but  with  an  alacribr  that  marked  their 
earnestness  in  the  cause,  they  cbeerfally  responded 
to  every  order,  olaiBsing  none  other  shMld  than  the 
consoioosnees  that  their  banners  were  the  emblems 
of  liberty,  of  jastice,  and  of  truth/  The  prayer  of 
these  men  most  neither  be  denied  nor  eVaded  when 
they  only  ask  the  nation  fociastioe.V 

DI8P0SITI0M  OV  THl  PUBLIC  LAUDS. 

Mr.  8LATBR.    Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  annual 

message  of  the  President  sent  into  this  House 

on  the  4th  of  last  December,  amone  other 

recommendations  will  be  fbund  the  fblTowing: 

"I  renew  my  recommendation  that  the  public 
lands  be  regarded  aS  a  heritiwetoottrehildren,  to 
be  disposed  el  tnlyas  reauire^f  for  oooaeation  and 
to  actaal  settlors.  Those  alrew^  (ranted  nave  been 
in  great  part  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure 
access  to  the  balance  by  the  hardy  settler  who  may 


wish  to  avail  himself  of  themt  hut  eaation  ahoald 
be  exercised  even  in  attaiams  so  ^tBirable  an 
object.'* 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  call- 
ing attention  to  this  recommenaation,  to  assail 
the  public-land  policy  of  the  Administration, 
whatever  it  may  be,  but  rather  to  invite  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  President  has  made  a 
recommendation  touching^  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  consider  what  is  recom- 
mended in  connection  with  a  proposition  now 
pending  before  this  House  toncning  the  dis- 
posat  of  a  portion  of  these  public  lands. 

With  the  recommendation  the  President 
couples  the  statement  of  a  fact  touching  the 
disposition  of  lands  already  granted,  and  the 
result  of  such  disposition,  with  which  he 
appears  to  be  satisfied,  but  deems  it  proper  to 
add  a  suffgestion  of  caution. 

Sir,  if  I  comprehend  the  full  force  and  mean- 
ing of  the  passage  referred  to,  it  is  to  the  effect 
that  while  the  President  recommends  that  the 
public  lands  '^  should  be  disposed  of  only  as 
required  for  occupation  and  to  actual  settlers,'' 
he  also  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  means  of  ac- 
cess to  them  is  an  essential  prerequisite  to  their 
occupation  and  disposition,  and  states  that  the 
means  of  access  has  been  largely  secured  by 
former  erants,  but  admonishes  that  '*  caution 
should  be  exercised  even  in  attaining  so  desir- 
able an  object.''  I  take  it,  therefore,  that  a 
measure  which  has  for  its  object  the  opening 
of  extensive  districts  of  the  public  lands  to  set- 
tlement, which  furnishes  the  means  of  access 
to  such  districts,  and  secures  the  right  of  occu- 
pancy, and  provides  for  their  final  disposition 
to  the  actual  settler  only,  upon  reasonable 
terms  properly  guarded,  would  be  in  harmony 
with  the  terms  of  this  recommendation  of  the 
President. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  this  verjf  brief  reference 
to  the  subject  of  the  disposition  of  the  public 
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land*  as  presented  in  the  annual  message  of 
the  President,  I  desire  to  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Bouse  to  the  consideration  of  a  propo- 
sition to  give  Qovernment  aid  toward  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Portland,  Oregon, 
to  intersect  the  Central  or  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road at  or  near  Salt  Lake.  This  proposition 
is  presented  in  a  bill  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  mtroduce  into  this  Houae  on  the  13Ui  day 
of  last  March*  and  waa  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  rpad  is  pressed  as  a  meas- 
ure of  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  my 
Stale  and  the  intervening  section  between 
Salt  Lake  and  Oregon,  and  I  shall  endeavor 
to  show  that  it  is  also  a  measure  of  very  great 
9Pd  yery  general  importance  to  the  whole 
country. 

In  i;^ndertaking  to  present  the  claims  of  this 
f nterprise  to  the aidaskedi  and  in  urging  them 
npoii  the  ooDsideratioB  pf  the  House,  I  am  not 
unmindful  of  the  fact  that  in  consequence  of 
^ttsee  which  h^ve  crept  into  previous  legisla- 
tion of  the  kind  i^ked,  there  are  ^ave  objec- 
tions to  be  i^nswered,  and  possibly  serious 
opixosition  to  be  eaconnterea.  But  remem* 
berin^  that  our  progress  as  a  nation  in  all  our 
materu|l  achierements,  wonderful  in  their 
extent  and  marvelous  in  their  results,  is  but 
the  history  of  ohjectiona  answered  and  opposi- 
tion overcome,  I  address  myself  to  the  discus- 
sion of  this  proposition,  hoping  and  believing 
^hat  the  importance  of  the  proposed  road,  and 
the  grei^t  advapt^ges  to  be  derived  from  its 
early  completion,  will  commend  the  measure 
to  the  iavcfr  of  the  House. 

tn  order,  sir,  to  have  a  complete  understand- 
ing of  the  matter  under  consideration  it  is 
necessary  to  notice  the  geogr.i^hical  position 
pf  Oregon  as  respects  not  only  her  sister  States 
and  Territories,  but  also  as  respects  the  coun- 
tries which  lie  beyond  her  western  Pacific 
watets;  to  estimate  her  material  resources 
and  capabilities;  to  take  into  account  her 
vast  territorial  area  and  her  meager  popula- 
tion, and  to  consider  carefully  her  relation 
to  the  great  commercial  currents  and  centers 
pf  the  (Juited  States,  from  which  alone  we 
may  be  able  to  approximate  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  beneficial  influence  the  comple- 
tion of  the  proposed  line  of  railroad  will  have 
in  developing  and  peopling  new  sections  of 
our  countrjr,  and  in  opening  new  thorough- 
fores  of  business  and  new  lines  of  commercial 
intercourse. 

Situated  in  the  far  nortbwest  of  the  Union, 
Oregon  is^  separated  from  the  States  of  the 
Mississippi  yalley  by  it  vast  arid  and  almost 
treeless  rei?on  of  more  than  one  thousand 
miles  in  extent  from  east  to  west,  having  no 
connection  with  those  States  by  railroads  or 
interior  river  n^^vigation.  Her  position  has 
been  and  pow  is  one  of  complete  isolation  from 
her  sister  States  as  respects  the  usual  means 
of  commercial  intercpipmunication,  exceptiuff 
so  far  as  intercourse  may  be  had  by  means  of 
the  Paoifio  ocean  pn  the  west  and  the  Colum- 
bia river  on  the  north.  This  isolation  has 
been  so  complete  in  the  past  as  to  greatly 
retard  her  growth  and  settlement,  restrict  her 
enterprise,  prevent  the  development  of  her  re- 
sources, and  limit  her  home  trade  and  foreign 
commerce.  Indeed,  sir.  until  quite  recently  but 
Uttle  was  known  upon  this  side  of  the  contment 
respecting  her  material  interestsi  her  vast  re- 
sourceSf  mild  climate,  great  richness  of  soil, 
and  the  range  of  her  firuits  and  agricultural 
products.  And  even  now  the  important  posi- 
tion, geographically,  which  she  holds  with 
respect  to  the  commermal  centers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  commerce  of  the  Pacific 
ocean,  now  tending  toward  the  United  States, 
is  but  vaguely  realized. 

But  thanks  to  the  triumphs  of  engineering 
skill  the  completion  of  the  Pacific  railroadt 
and  the  revolution  which  this  great  work  has 
inangarated  in  the  commercial  world,  has  not 
only  served  to  awaken  the  hopfs  of  her  people 


and  inspire  them  with  new  confidefice  in  the 
near  future  of  Oregon,  but  it  is  also  directing 
the  attention  of  business,  railroad,  and  com- 
mercial men  of  the  United  States  to  her  great 
and  multiplied  resources  and  the  advantages  of 
her  position  with  reference  to  transcontinental 
railroad  connections. 

Stretching  through  seven  degrees  of  longitude 
and  four  degrees  of  latitude,  Oregon  embraces 
within  her  territorial  limits  more  than  ninety- 
five  thousand  square  miles;  larger  than  the  great 
States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  com- 
bined;  large  enonj;;h,  sir,  to  make  the  two  States 
of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and  have  scraps  enough 
lefl  to  make  two  more  States  as  large  as  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island ;  larffe  enough  to 
carve  out  of  her  territory  the  six  New  England 
States  and  have  mountains  enough  left  to  make 
another  State  as  large  as  the  State  of  Maine, 
with  Mount  Hood  undisposed  of.  It  is  true,  sir, 
her  vast  territory  is  somewhat  furrowed  with 
dark  and  frowning  mountain  ranges,  whose 
peaks  in  some  instances  rise  to  regions  of  per- 
petual snow,  but  between  their  rugged  riages 
or  hid  away  in  their  fastnesses  are  valleys  of 
surpassing  beauty  and  fertility. 

lo  give  an  idea  of  her  territorial  extent  I 
have  drawn  a  comparison  with  other  and  more 
prosperous  States;  and  now,  sir, let  me  extend 
the  comparison  to  her  v-alleys.  The  Willa^ 
raette  valley  alone  is  as  large  as  either  of  the 
States  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  or  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Umpqua  and  Rogue  river  val- 
leys are  each  as  large  as  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. Between  the  Coast  mountains  (which 
extend  the  whole  length  of  the  State)  and  the 
Pacific  ocean  there  are  timbered  valleys  suf- 
ficient in  the  ag^egate  to  make  half  a  dozen 
or  more  States  ot  the  size  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and  east  of  the  Cascade  range  (which  is  the 
great  range  of  the  State)  the  aggregate  of  her 
agricultural  valleys  will  equal  the  territorial 
extent  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  Bnt,  sir,  her 
mountains  are  not  without  value  in  an  estimate 
of  her  material  wealth.  'They  abound  with 
valuable  minerals  and  metals,  such  as  coal, 
iron,  lead,  copper,  gold,  and  silver,  and  for  the 
most  part  are  covered  with  dense  forests  of  the 
finest  and  most  valuable  timber,  and  from  their 
sides  come  leaping  innumerable  water- courses, 
sufficient  when  utilized  to  turn  all  the  spindles 
of  New  Bngland.  Add  to  all  this  her  almost  in- 
exhaustible stock-range,  upon  her  table- lands 
and  grass- covered  hills  and  lower  ranges  of 
mountains,  literally  sufficient  to  feed  t^e  nerds 
upon  a  thousand  hills,  and  you  have  a  picture 
of  material  and  undeveloped  wealth  unsur- 
passed, if  equaled,  in  the  United  States  or 
elsewhere. 

Yet  sir,  to  occupy  this  vast  territoij,  develop 
these  immense  resources  of  material  wealth, 
to  furnish  the  capital  and  build  the  immense 
lines  of  railroads  necessary  to  bring  us  into 
connection  with  the  commercial  centers  of  the 
United  States,  we  have  about  as  many  people — 
men,  women,  and  children — as  we  have  square 
miles  of  territory.  Is  it  asked  why  it  is  that 
Oregon  has  progressed  so  slowly  in  settlement 
and  population,  having  been  first  settled  thirty 
years  ago?  I  have  already  intimated  that  iso- 
lation was  the  cause ;  but  let  me  here  read  the 
answer  of  a  distinguished  gentleman  of  this 
House  from  Penusylvania,  [Mr.  EiLLEr,] 
made  to  this  very  question.  It  is  found  in  an 
eloquent  and  able  address  delivered  by  that 
gentleman  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
12th  of  last  June.  Speaking  of  our  northwest 
coast,  he  said : 

**  Do  you  ask.  as  othsrs  have  done,  why  with  such 
•tores  of  wealth,  waiting  to  respond  with  such 
boundless  renerosity  to  the  demands  of  man,  the 
population  does  not  equal  one  nan,  woman,  or  ehild 
to  each  square  mile  7  If  you  do,  the  answer  is  ready. 
It  is  because  the  people  and  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  did  not  promptly  respond  to  the  stiff- 
gistion  of  Asa  Whitney,  and  either  by  the  means 
proposed  by  him*  or  those  they  should  select,  conaoet 
our  Paolflo  territory  with  the  great  lakes  by  railway. 
Had  that  been  done,  and  the  way  been  then  opened 
to  emigrants,  Washington  Twritory  would  long  sine* 
have  been  divided  into  two  or  more  States;  Cali- 
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fornift  and  Oregon  would  be  great  oommercial  rivals, 
and  the  population  of  oar  Pacific  States  would  equal 
or  exceed  that  busy  and  blessed  New  England. 

**To  reach  the  golden  lands  of  the  Pacific  coast 
has  been  a  matter  of  too  mnoh  time  and  expense  for 
the  poor  man.  and  too  full  of  trials  for  families.  The 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  these  almost  insuperable  difficul- 
ties, so  many  intelligent  people  have  found  their 
way  thither,  is  a  testimonial  to  the  wonderful  at- 
tractions of  the  country  and  the  immense  rewards 
it  offers  to  industry  and  enterprise." 

Look,  sir,  at  the  dreary  miles  of  travel  which 
had  to  oe  made  with  ox  teams  from  the  Mis- 
souri  river  to  Portland,  Oregon,  over  a  hot, 
arid  waste  of  sand  and  sage-brush.  For  more 
than  a  thousand  miles  of  this  long  and  wean- 
some  road  the  emigrant,  starting  oat  with  his 
familv  to  seek  a  new  home,  was  compelled  to 
guard  by  day  and  by  night  his  all  from  the 
fierce  and  stealthy  attacks  of  the  red  man  of 
the  plains;  and  too  often,  sir,  where  he  made 
his  camp  at  night,  to  rest  himself,  his  wife,  and 
little  ones,  became  their  graves  on  the  morrow. 
Such,  sir,  are  some  of  the  difficulties  which , 
have  been  encountered  in  the  settlement  of 
that  section  of  the  United  States.  But  I  do 
not  desire  to  recount  the  perils  and  hardships 
of  the  past :  our  hopes  and  expectations  have 
to  do  with  tne  future.  The  completion  of  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  to  Salt  Lake  annihilated, 
so  to  speak,  more  than  half  of  the  distance 
intervening  between  Oregon  and  the  great  lines 
oF  speedy  communication  reaching  eastward 
from  Omaha ;  and  now  it  is  the  remaining 
distance  &om  Salt  Lake  to  Portland  we  are 
anxious  to  span  with  a  railroad. 

The  south  line  of  Oregon  is  the  forty^second 
parallel  of  north  latitude.  By  running  the  eye 
across  the  man  of  the  United  States  on  that 
parallel,  it  will  be  seen  that  Chicago,  Illinois, 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  the  city  of  New  York,  are 
ail  south  of  tnat  parallel,  while  Boston  is  just 
north  of  it.  Tbe  month  of  the  Columbia  river 
is  in  latitude  46^  W  north,  and  is  a  degree 
and  a  half  west  of  the  Golden  Gate.  Port- 
land, Oregon,  is  in  latitude  45*^  3(K  north,  and 
is  half  a  decree  west  of  the  citv  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Portland  may  be  reacned  by  ocean 
steamers  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  is 
the  western  terminus  of  the  proposed  road. 

The  north  end  of  Salt  Lake,  the  point  of 
intersection  with  the  Central  Pacific  road,  is 
in  41^  30^  north  latitude,  and  the  course  of 
the  route  selected  is  very  direct  and  remark- 
ably straight.  From  Omaha  to  Ogden  by  the 
Union  Pacific  is  1,082  miles ;  from  Ogden  to 
the  navigable  waters  of  tbe  Columbia  river, 
OS  ascertained  by  Colonel  Hudnutt  in  a  pre- 
liminary survey  made  in  1868~C9,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Companv,  is 
C70  miles;  and  from  thence  to  Portland,  by 
Governncient  survey,  is  145  miles,  making  the 
whole  distance  from  Ogden  to  Portland  815 
miles;  and  from  Omaha  to  Portktnd  the  dis- 
tance would  be  1,847  miles,  being  sixty-seven 
miles  less  than  from  Omaha  to  San  Francisco. 
But  by  making  the  connection  at  Granger  the 
whole  distance  will  be  very  materially  short- 
ened. Colonel  Hudnutt  states  the  distance 
from  the  Columbia  river  to  Granger  (a  point 
just  west  of  Green  river)  to  be  688  miles,  and 
Irom  the  Columbia  river  to  Omaha  1,565 
miles.  General  Dodge  in  his  report  to  the 
Union  Pacific  Company,  as  surveyor-in-chief 
in  1869.  makes  use  of  the  following  language: 

"  The  total  distance  from  Portland  to  Monument 
point  is  745 miles,  and  to  the  Missouri  river  1.822.  or 
from  Oranger's,  823  miles,  and  1.700  miles  from  Mis- 
souri river,  making  a  saving  in  distance  by  Uam's 
fork  of  134  miles,  and  avoiding  the  summit  of  the 
Wasatch  and  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  with  heavy 
grades  and  sharp  curves." 

From  this  it  will  appear,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
this  route  would  be  214  miles  shorter  thau  the 
present  line  to  San  Francisco. 

With  this  connection  Chicago  could  be 
reached  from  Portland,  Oregon,  by  present 
lines  in  2,200  miles,  and  St.  Louis  in  2,180 ; 
and  from  Uie  navigable  waters  of  theColuinbia 
river  Chicago  could  be  reached  in  2,065  miles, 
and  St.  Louis  in  2,045  miles. 

From  this  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  the 


construction  of  the  proposed  road  will  complete 

a  through  line  of  railway  having  veir  many 

important  advantages.     Of  this  ronte  General 

Dodge,  in  the  report  already  referred  to,  says: 

**  From  the  date  of  nav  first  examination  for  the 
Pacific  railroad,  in  1863,  each  year's  development 
has  convinced  me  that  the  tmo  route  to  the  Paeiflo 
ocean  was,  after  reaching  the  valley  of  Qreon  river, 
by  way  of  Ham's  fork  JSear.  Snake,  and  Columbia 
rivers  to  Portland  and  Paget  sound." 

Sir,  among  tbe  advantages  of  this  route  may 
be  noticed  the  fact  that  it  shortens  the  line  of 
travel  by  sea  and  land  between  the  great  body 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States  and  the 
countnes  of  India,  China,  and  Japan,  seven  or 
eight  hundred  miles,  and  will  ne  found  on 
comparison  to  be  much  shorter  than  any  route 
now  proposed  to  tide-water  on  the  Pacific,  and, 
looking  to  the  great  difficulties  to  be  encount- 
ered by  any  transcontinental  road,  such  as 
mountains,  and  snows  of  winter,  we  shall  find 
that  this  presents  as  few  as  any  north  of  the 
thirty-second  parallel,  the  greatest  of  which  are 
encountered  between  Omaha  and  Salt  Lake. 
From  this  point  one  very  important  advan- 
tage is  that  It  reaches  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  Columbia  river  three  hundred  miles  from 
its  mouth,  and  follows  its  course,  passing  on  a 
low  level  and  easy  gradients  from  the  interior 
plateaus  and  basins  of  the  continent  to  the 
tide- waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  its  egress 
being  through  the  doorway  made  by  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  waters  of  that  great  river  through 
the  Cascade  range,  which  extends  unbroken, 
with  this  exception,  from  latitude  41^  north  far 
into  British  Columbia. 

Thus  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  endeavored  to 
map  out  the  points  to  be  affected  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  road,  and  have  given 
locations  and  distances  by  which  the  import- 
ance of  the  road  may  be,  in  some  measure, 
estimated,  as  well  in  its  general  as  local  bear- 
ings. 

Sir,  a  half  century  ago  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  Indiana  constituted  the  great 
West.  How  to  reach  the  West  of  that  day 
by  tbe  shortest  and  most  expeditious  lines 
of  communication  engrossed  the  thoughts  of 
capitalists,  business  men,  and  statesmen.  How 
well  they  solved  the  problem  your  great 
lines  of  railways  which  have  since  been  con- 
structed from  the  various  commercial  centers 
on  the  Atlantic  sea -board  to  that  section  most 
fully  attest.  But  the  West  lingers  no  longer 
in  the  ^lley  of  the  Ohio.  The  great  tide  of 
emigration  and  empire  ever  moving  and  ever 
Dressing  westward,  long  since  crossed  the 
Mississippi ;  its  coarse  was  not  stayed  at  the 
Missouri ;  the  plains  and  the  Rocky  mountains 
have  been  crossed,  and  from  the  western 
declivities  of  still  further  off  ranges  it  looks  out 
upon  the  broad  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean, 
whose  waves  wash  more  than  a  thousana 
miles  of  our  western  boundary.  From  the 
bo^om  of  this  great  ocean  and  beyond  its 
waves  is  to  come  the  fature  wealth  that  will 
enrich  our  new  West,  and  not  only  our  West, 
but  our  whole  countnr.  Frpm  our  Occident 
we  now  behold  the  Orient — the  East  .which 
Columbus  thouefat  to  reach  by  sailing  directly 
westward  from  Europe.  There,  outstretched 
before  us,  lies  Asia  with  her  thousand  million 
people,  shrouded  in  the  traditions  of  an 
ancient  and  effete  civilieation ;  with  her  untold 
millions  of  wealth,  the  accumulation  of  ages, 
whose  cycles  are  vailed  in  the  impenetrable 
past;  with  her  trade  and  commerce,  that 
prize  which  has  been  coveted  by  more  civilized 
nations  in  every  .age;  between,  stretches  the 
broad,  deep  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  There, 
sit,  is  the  field  of  our  future  success  and  the 
prize  to  be  won,  the  empire  of  the  seas. 

Founded,  as  it  would  seem  by  design,  in  an 
irreversible  law  of  nature,  the  Japan  current 
comes  sweeping  up  from  the  equatorial  regions 
of  the  Pacific  and  Indian  oceans,  along  the 
southeast  coast  of  Asia,  striking  across  the 
northern  portions  of  the  Pacific  between  tbe 
fortieUi  and  sixtieth  parallels  of  north  lati* 


tudc,  and  strikes  the  western  coast  of  Norti 
America  in  the  vicinity  of  the  moathoft^ 
Columbia  river  and  the  straits  of  Faca,  vhH 
lead  into  the  waters  of  Puget  sound.    Altvij 
understand  the  importance  of  this  coirent  tad 
be  able  to  calculate  what  infiueoce  it  will  exen 
upon  the  eastward-bound  commerce  of  Asii, 
bearing  it  to  that  particular  point  ommoor 
western  coast  from  whence  nature  lias,  bj 
depressions  and  breaks  in  our  great  noQotAia 
ranges,  provided  a  transit  w|iy  across  our  con-  i 
Unent,  needing  only  the  construction  of  ikv 
road  to  be  wrought  into  a  great  comaerdtl 
highway. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  sometimes  donbt  wbetbtr 
we  as  a  nation  rally  comprehend  the  nstoess 
of  our  resources  or  the  importanee  of  (m 
geographical  position.  Sir,  contemplite  for  i 
moment  the  course  of  Asiatic  commerte  ib 
past  centuries,  and  the  influence  ithasezerttd 
upon  the  rise,  progress,  and  decline  of  otber 
nations:  first,  flowing  inland  acron  tk 
ancient  Bosphorus  and  upon  the  Mediter 
raoean  sea ;  subsequently,  turning  soothvud 
through  the  Indian  ocean  and  aroQDd  tbe 
south  of  Africa,  it  has  for  more  than  two  tboc 
sand  years  poured  an  almost  nmntempted 
stream  of  wealth  into  the  lap  of  Eorope, 
first  enriching  the  Roman  and  ByzAottne 
empires,  and  subsequently,  as  they  fell  topiects 
and  went  to  decay,  the  southern  and  westen 
nations  of  Europe ;  that  in  more  recent  tiioes 
England  has  pnncipally  controlled  this  tui 
commierce.  and  by  this  means  rose  to  ud  ku 
maintainea  her  position  as  mistress  of  the  leu: 
and  then,  sir,  remember  that  we  noviiold 
a  position  midway  between  Europe  and  Km. 
and  may  by  our  own  exertions,  properij  sod 
wiselv  directed,  hold  for  all  time  to  come  tliii 
middle  passage  between  the  source,  and  hiiii- 
erto  recipients,  of  tiiis  great  stream  of  wealtb. 
Upon  the  one  side  of  us  are  the  three  haodred 
millions  of  Europe,  upon  the  other  side  sre 
the  thousand  millions  of  Asia,  the  latter  joA 
beginning  to  feel  the  awakening  inflaeoees  ot 
a  broader  and  better  civilization.  TheAtUc 
tic,  which  washes  our  eastern  shores,  wtshes 
also  the  western  shores  of  Europe,  and  thf 
Pacific,  which  washes  our  western  WMt, 
laves  also  the  eastern  coast  of  Asia.  0cm 
currents,  the  winds  of  heaven,  the  indwt 
ations  of  our  coasts  with  bays  and  harbors, 
the  course  and  mouthing  of  great  rirers, 
the  breaks  and  depressions  in  our  mouDlsin 
ranges,  and  the  isothermals  of  our  continent, 
all  point  to  a  new  course  for  this  comntim 
current. 

It  is  impossible,  sir,  to  estimate  the  citeDl 
and  magnitude  of  the  revolution  we  ^^.j'/" 
our  power  to  effect ;  a  revolution  that  will  w 
as  truly  benign  in  its  influence  and  results  as  >^ 
will  be  peaceful  in  its  progress  and  »*»  «c«)° 
plishment.  By  legislation  already  ^i,^^^, 
culminated  in  the  completion  of  the  Cenwi 
and  Union  Pacific  road,  the  first  fmits  of  tbn 
revolution  have  been  gathered.  Alreadj»  6ir> 
there  is  on  sale  in  the  city  of  New  York  pro 
ducts  of  Asia,  which  came  not  by  the  way  oi 
Liverpool,  nor  yet  around  Cape  Honii  bat  dj 
the  new  channel  overland  from  San  I  rancisco, 
and  daily  there  are  passing  eastward  npon  tt« 
road  long  trains  of  cars  laden  with  teas  ano 
silks  from  China  and  Japan.  And  even  not 
the  tide  of  travel  from  eastern  Asia  to  western 
Europe  by  the  way  of  San  Francisco  and  i>e» 
York  has  set  in.  I  cannot  resist  the  tempo 
tion  to  quote  here  the  remarks  of  one  oi  iw 
speakers  at  a  collation  given  upon  the  comp» 
tion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  to  flolWf 
burg,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1860,  whicb, 'J 
the  light  of  subsequent  events,  are  we 
words  of  a  seer.    The  speaker  said: 

"  The  But Ksh  mail  from  Calouttft  will  yettrtjjj 
over  our  Pennsylvania  railroad,  andito  »^°*J^  to 
groan  under  the  weight  of  commodity  ^^Taftbt 
and  fro  between  tbe  250.000.000  of  people  ejw<"^, 
AlUntic  and  the  760,000,000  wert  of  the  PfjJJ;  ^i- 
discovery  of  our  continent  by  Columboi  ww  ^ 
dental;  hot  Uie  boUdeis  of  this  road  aad  its  htw« 
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contixmationb  throofh  the  wMiern  Siatei  are  vio- 
die&tlDff  his  eaf aeity.  He  sailed  dae  wMt  fjrom 
Europe  to  find  a  shorter  route  to  the  wealth  of  India. 
He  was  right;  the  fact  that  he  encountered  a  con- 
tinent did  not  inerease  the  distanoe  between  points; 
it  did  but  demonstrate  the  neeessitj  for  a  aew  mode 
of  conveyance.  This  the  railroad  and  locomotive 
supply.  The  passage  of  the  two  oceans  by  steam,  and 
the  crossing  of  our  country  on  a  railroad,  will  reduce 
the  time  requisite  for  %  voyage  from  Itondon  to 
Canton  to  less  than  thirty  days. 

**  Columbus  was  no  enthusiast.    He  looked  calmly 
and  gr*Tely  at  fbots.  and  spoke  the  words  of  sober 
mriadom;  and  so,  let  folly  sneer  as  it  may.  do  those 
mrho  speak  of  the  Pennsylvania  road  as  alinkintiie 
chain  of  commercial  facilities  which  is  to  girdle  the 
earth.''       ♦       •       ♦      ♦      **  The  Mississippi  val- 
ley is  not  our  western  country,  aor  is  tbsPaeifio 
coast    of  our  country  the  'far  West' we  look  to. 
Colambos  would  go  west  to  the  Indies;  and  we  will 
do  it.    The  riches  of  our  wesU  now  the  Bast,  will 
lade  our  r9adi  stimulate  ot|r  agriculture,  develop 
our  vast  mineral  resources,  (;(uicken  and  expand  our 
enterprise,  and  drop  their  tatness  througnont  our 
borders."  . 

Saoh  was  the  kngaa^eof  the  honorable  £en- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kcllct]  on 
that  occasion.  Less  than  nineteen  years  from 
that  time  witnessed  tb%  completion  of  a  con* 
tinuorue  line  of  railway  from  ocean  to  ocean. 
The  direct  western '  passage  from  £iir<^  to 
the  ancient  Indies  had  been  accomplished. 

Is  it  asked  if  the  Northern  ana  Soathem 
Pacific  railroads  when  completedf  with   the 
present  Pacific  road^  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
supply  the  wants  and  demands  of  the  Pacific 
States  and  Territories  ?    If  so,  I  answer  t^y 
will  BOt.     We  want  and  mnst  have  population ; 
this  we  cannot  have  without  railroads  except 
by  natural  increase.    Every  one  understands 
that  the  settlement  of  all  new  countries  de« 
pends  npon  either  railroad  or  water  commn* 
nicatiou,  that  without  one  or  both  of  these 
the  settler  cannot  sustain  himself%  The  South- 
em  Paoifio  is  to  have  its  western  terminus  at 
San  Diego,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
southeast  of  San  Francisco  f  and  the  North 
Pacific  will  reach  the  ocean  from  five  hun- 
dred to  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  of 
San  Francisco.     From  Poget  sound  to  Port- 
land and  to  Sacramento,  and  also  from  Port- 
land to  Astoria,  provisions  have  been  made 
for  the  construotion  of  roads,  and  they  are 
now  under  construction.     This,  with  our  very 
limited  river  navigation,  constitutes  the  whole 
of  our  facilities  for  settling  that  vast  country. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  whole  interior 
section  between  .the  Rocky  mountains  and  the 
Cascade  and  Sierra  Nevada  mountains  is  wholly 
unprovided  for,  except  so  far  ^  the  present 
Paci6c  road  and  the  Northern  and  Southern 
roads  cross  this  section  from  four  hundred  to 
six  hundred  miles  apart 

Now,  let  me  ask  Uie  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sent the  States  of  the  Mississippi  valley  west 
of  that  river^  what  would  have  Meen  the  efiect 
upon  those  States  if  fifteen  years  ago  they  had 
been  limited  to  three  avenues  through  which 
only  emigrants  could  reach  there  from  States 
farther  east,  and  through  which  their  surplus 
products  could  alone  have  been  sent  to  an 
eastern  market  ?  If  such  had  been  the  case,  I 
apprehend  that  the  statistics  of  that  section 
would  not  disclose  so  marvelous  a  progress  as 
they  now  do.  Why,  sir,  look  upon  any  official 
railway  map  of  recent  date  and  note  the  lines 
of  railways  which  either  cross  the  Mississippi 
ri?er,  or,  reaching  it  from  the  east,  other  lines 
upon  the  west  side  continue  westward,  and 
freight  and  travel  is  transferred  by  ferries. 
Between  New  Orieans  and  St.  Paul  there  are 
not  lets  than  eighteen  such  lines  in  operation 
or  projected,  and  yet  the  country  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  and  west  of  that  river 
now  organized  into  States  is  scarcely  larger, 
aod  certainly  not  more  important  in  com- 
mercial relations,  than  the  Pacific  slope. 
The  one  section  has  many  thousand  miles 
of  rirer  navigation,  and  is  only  separated  by 
the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river  from  thrifty 
aod  populous  sister  States,  while  the  other 
has  but  very  limited  river  navigation,  and  is 
septrated  from  the  other  States  by  a  vast  arid, 
treeless  waste.  In  the  one  section  within  the 
past  ten  or  fifteen  years  the  power  of  rail- 


ways has  been  most  beneficially  felt,  and  their 
giieatest  triumphs  have  been  achieved. 

It  is  difficult,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  convey  to  the 
mind  by  words  a  correct  conception  of  the 
extent  ef  our  Paeific  possessions,  and  the  great 
diflPerence  in  the  topography  of  that  section 
as  compared  with  otaer  sectione  of  the-  coun- 
try. Take  the  States  of  California  and  Oregon^ 
and  the  Territory  of  Washington,  saying  noth- 
ing of  the  intervening  conntry,  and  we  have 
an  area  of  814,274  square  miles-larger  than 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin,  and  Missouri  combined. 
Add  Idaho  and  Nevada  to  the  Pacific  section, 
and  the  area  is  over  half  a  million  square  miles, 
to  equal  which,  with  the  States  named,  you 
may  add  the  States  of  Minnesota,  Nebraska, 
and  Iowa.  Looking  over  the  list  of  railroads 
connecting  the  States  north  and  west  of  the 
Ohio  river,  with  the  Atlantic  sea^board,  I  find 
there  are  at  least  ten  through  lines,  all  groan- 
ing under  the  weight  of  a  constantly  increas- 
ing business,  while  numerovs  lines  oross  these 
States  in  every  direction..  All  these  lines  have 
been  built  in  little  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  have  been  the  great  agencies  which  have 
filled  those  States  so  rapidly  with  population 
and  developed  them  to  tneir  present  prosper- 
ous condition. 

Looking,  then,  to  the  results  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  to  the  actual  condition  and 
situation  of  the  Pacific  section,  no  one  will 
doubt  the  fact  that  the  present  Paeific  road, 
and  the  Nor^em  and  Southern  Pacifies,  when 
completed,  are  totally  inadequate  to  the  wants 
of  settlement  and  development  of  the  Pacific 
States  and  Territories.  I  do  not  undervalue 
thB  Northern  Pacific  railroad  to  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territory,  but  while  it  wiU  mate- 
rially increase  our  mcilities  and  add  to  our 
population,  it  will  not  and  cannot  farnish  us 
the  connection  most  desired  and  most  needed 
to  de? elop  our  resources  and  throw  settlements 
into  our  mterior.  I  am  aware  that  because 
it  is  upon  a  higher  latitude  nuroing  npon  the 
shorter  lines  of  the  globe  it  is  supposed  to  be 
a  shorter  route,  and  so  it  may  be  directly 
between  Puget  sovnd  and  Duluth. 

But  looking  to  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  great  body  of  population  of  the  United 
States  are  south  of  a  line  drawn  east  and  west 
through  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  it  is  there,  with 
this  great  body  of  population,  where  our  com- 
merce is  to  be  diffused,  and  from  whence  must 
come  our  immigration;  and  the  centers  to 
be  readied  and  connected  with  are  Omaha, 
Chicago,  St.  Lquis,  Memphis,  and  Cincinnati. 
Why  should  the  commerce  of  the  Columbia 
be  compelled  to  make  the  circuit  b^  Uie  fortv- 
eighth  parallel  to  reach  St.  Louis,  in  latitude 
S^  9(y,  or  Chicago,  in  latitude  42^  north,  when 
by  the  construction  of  this  road  it  can  reach 
its  destination  in  from  twelve  to  twenty-four 
hours  less  time,  and' from  two  to  five  hundred 
miles  less  travel. 

Besides,  sir,  the  Northern  Pacific  will  not 
open  a  mile  of  Oregon  territory  to  settlement 
which  is  not  already  open  and  accessible  by 
means  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Columbia 
river,  while  the  proposed  road  will  open  the 
whole  eastern  half  of  Oregon  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  Idaho  Territory.  Upon  this  line,  be- 
tween the  Columbia  river  and  Salt  Lake,  there 
is  a  vast  extent  of  country  known  to  abound  in 
coal,  iron,  copper,  and  the  precious  metals; 
large  areas  of  agricultural  lands,  or  which, 
by  a  general  system  of  irrigation,  might  be 
reclaimed  to  agricultural  purposes,  and  still 
laj^er  areas  of  grazing  lands. 

The  grazing  lands  alone  that  would'  be 
opened  and  made  accessible  for  grazing  pur- 
poses by  the  construction  of  Uiis  road  would 
sustain  sheep  enough  to  produce  more  wool 
than  the  entire  clip  of  the  U nited  States,  which 
is  now  about  one  hundred  million  pounds  per 
annum,  worth  not  less  than  $26,000,000  an* 
nually.  Since  1862  there  has  been  mined  from 
the  placers  along  and  adjacent  to  this  route  full 
$80,000,000  of  the  precious  metals,  and  the 


annual  yield  cannot  now  be  less  than  from  two 
to  three  million  dollars,  while  iron  and  coal 
mines  lie  unproducdve  for  want  of  cheap 
transportation  and  more  abundant  labor. 

There  is  still  another  reason  why  additional 
lines  should  be  constructed.  We  want  cheap 
transportation  as  well  as  population,  and  to 
have  cheap  transportation  there  must  be  com- 
petition. This,  sir,  is  a  lesson  which  experi- 
ence teaches  as  often  as  corporations  secure 
a  monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade,  and  there 
will  be  no  exception  to  this  rule  upon  the 
Pacific  slope.  Toe  Northern  Pacific  is  too  far 
away  from  the  present  line  to  be  in  competi- 
tion with  it.  Without  the  proposed  road,  the 
monopoly  upon  each  line  will  be  complete : 
with  it  there  is  the  means  of  a  very  general  and 
safe  competition  which  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  to  Oregon  in  particular.  Beside, 
sir,  iust  in  proportion  as  our  local  resources 
are  developed,  in  that  ratio  will  our  commerce 
with  Asia  and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  ocean 
be  increased.  It  is  an  old  adage  that  none 
are  so  far  from  market  as  he  who  has  nothing 
to  sell,  and  what  is  true  of  an  individual  in 
this  respect,  is  equally  true  of  a  people,  and 
it  is  only  an  amplification  of  the  adage  to  say 
tikat  no  people  have  so  little  commerce  as  those 
who  have  nothing  to  ezdiange.  If  our  com- 
merce with  Asia  is  to  grow  and  increase  to  our 
profit,  it  must  be  mainTr  done  by  an  exchange 
of  the  products  of  the  Pacific  slope.  And  the 
surest  means  of  stimulating  and  developing 
that  commerce  is  to  encourage  the  develop- 
ment of  the  local  resources  of  that  section, 
that  we  may  have  the  largest  possible  amount 
and  widest  ntnge  of  products  and  commodities 
to  exchange.  The  wisdom  of  such  a  oourse  it 
would  seem  impossible  to  condemn. 

It  is  proposed^  sir,  to  confer  the  grant  asked 
npon  a  ooiporatioa  organized  under  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  Oregon,  which  is  known  and  styled 
as  the  Portland,  Dalles,  and  Salt  Lake  Railroad 
Company,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that, 
with  the  aid  asked  from  Congress,  this  com- 
pany will  be  folly  competent  and  able  to  pros- 
ecute the  work  of  constmcting  the  proposed 
road  to  a  final  and  successful  completion.  It 
has  the  confidence  of  the  men  who  represent 
the  business  and  capital  of  Oregon,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  signatures  to  memorials  pre- 
sented here  and  in  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress, and  will  donbtless  be  sustained  to  the 
utmost  extent  out  of  their  private  means. 

To  enable  this  company  to  prosecute  tkis 
great  undertaking,  and  which  u  not  merely 
a  local  enterprise.  Congress  is  asked  to  aid 
hy  a  grant  of  land  one  hundred  foot  wide 
upon  each  side  of  the  road,  and  also  the 
necessary  lands  fi»r  depots,  stations,  side 
tracks,  and  othmr  needful  uses  in  operating 
the  road,  not  exceeding  forty  acres  in  any 
one  place,  and  also  a  further  grant  of  each 
alternate  section  of  public  land  to  the  extent 
of  ten  alternate  sections  per  mile  apon  each 
side  of  the  road ;  the  alternate  sections  to 
be  sold  by  the  Untied  States  as  oUier  public 
lands  are  sold,  to  actual  settlers  thereon  in 
quantities  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  each  settler,  at  a  price  not  to 
exceed  $2  50  per  acre;  thae  funds  arising 
from  snch  sales  of  the  granted  lands  to  be  set 
apart  as  a  sinking  fund  to  redeem  the  first- 
mortgage  bonds  of  the  company,  which  are 
not  to  exceed  $AO,000  per  nule  ojf  the  road : 
these  funds  to  be  invested  in  the  bonds  ot 
tiie  United  States  until  their  application  to 
the  purchase  or  redemption  of  such  bonds, 
which  is  to  be  efieeted  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

I  am  awiare,  sir,  that  within  the  past  few 
years  there  have  been  very  numerous  and  very 
extensive  grants  of  the  public  lands  made  to 
corporations  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
construction  of  railroads.  These  grants,  either 
from  their  great  number,  extent,  or  the  lax 
manner  in  which  they  are  alleged  to  havebeeii 
made,  or  all  these  causes  combined,  have 
deyeloped  a  yery  strong  and  growing  opposi- 
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tioD,  which  is  now  brought  to  bear  against 
further  like  legislation.  It  is  argaed  that  these 
grants  are  pemicions  in  that  land  monopolies 
were  thereby  created ;  large  and  valnable  bodies 
of  lands  were  withdrawn  from  settlement,  and 
placed  beyond  the  reach  or  abilitj  of  the  actoal 
settler  to  acquire  title  thereto  upon  reasonable 
terms ;  that  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
have  not  been  sabservcd  by  this  legislation, 
but  that  it  has  served  to  the  aggrandizement  of 
soulless  corporations.  I  am  not  disposed  in 
any  sense  to  apologize  for  or  to  defend  any 
of  the  errors  ot  past  legislation,  be  they  real 
or  imaginary,  hot  would  rather  seek  to  avoid 
them  in  the  future. 

The  policy  of  the  General  Government  in 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  would  seem  to 
be,  from  her  general  land  laws,  to  hold  them 
subject  to  occupation  and  settlement  by  the 
people,  affording  them  every  facility  to  acouire 
title  thereto  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  That 
such  ts  the  doty  of  the  Goveroment,  I  believe 
all  parties  agree ;  at  least  the  Government  has 
long  since  ceased  to  look  to  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  as  a  source  of  any  considerable 
public  revenue.  The  great  opposition  to  land 
grants  is  principally,  if  not  altogether,  based 
upon  the  ground  thiatwith  few  exceptions,  and 
these  of  a  recent  date,  the  grants  have  been 
absolute,  vesting  the  title  in  the  grantee  upon 
compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  grant,  carry- 
ing with  itthe  absolute  right  of  disposal ;  which 
lands  so  eranted,  in  alau>st  every  instance,  have 
been  held  at  exorbitant  prices,  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  roan  of  limited,  or  even  moderate 
means.  Such  being  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  principal  objection  urged  against  land 
grants  as  bereto&re  made  rests,  it  is  £ur  to 
assume  that  if  these  grounds  be  removed  from 
or  do  not  exist  in  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration, tlien  the  objections  themselves  do 
not  apply. 

An  effort  has  been  made  in  this  measure  to 
avoid  these  grounds  of  objection,  and  to  save 
to  the  settler  the  right  of  entry,  occupancjTt  and 
purchase  of  the  public  lands,  which  will  be 
opened  and  made  available  by  the  construe* 
tion  of  this  road,  for  settlement.  The  lands 
granted,  or  rather  set  apart,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  road,  are  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  right  of  the  actual  settler  to  purchase 
lirom  the  Government,  and  not  of  the  com- 
pany, by  paying  $2  50  per  acre.  No  general 
complaint  has  ever  been  made  that  the  re- 
mainiog  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
exterior  lines  of  land  grants  were  increased 
in  price  from  $1  26  to  $2  60  per  acre ;  bat 
the  complaint  has  been  that  the  granted  lands 
could  not  be  bought  for  a  like  price.  Under 
this  bill,  however,  the  settler  may  purchase 
any  of  the  lands  within  the  lines  of  the  grant, 
granted  or  nngranted,  at  his  option,  and  in 
either  case  of  tixe  Government,  and  at  $2  60 
per  acre.  Monopoly  of  these  lands  is  impos- 
sible ;  the  company  is  to  have  no  control 
whatever  over  them,  either  in  their  occupa- 
tion, settlement,  or  disposaL  The  settler  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  company ;  does  not 
know,  and  is  not  required  to  know,  the  com- 
pany in  any  step  to  be  by  him  taken  to  pro- 
cure his  title.  He  looks  to  the  Government 
and  deals  with  the  Government  in  purchasing 
his  lands. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  price  of  these 
lands  are  doubled  by  the  bill.  Let  me  ask 
such  as  are  disposed  to  urge  and  act  upon  this 
objection  to  consider  (or  a  moment  the  situa- 
tion of  the  great  body  of  country  through  which 
this  rood  is  to  pass ;  I  mean  the  present  situ- 
ation. From  the  nearest  point  of  the  Paoiic 
railroad,  by  present  traveled  routes,  to  the 
Columbia  nver  is  six  hundred  miles.  Bois6 
City  is  about  midway  upon  this  line.  Now, 
sir,  everything  that  is  proaaced  east  of  the  Blue 
mountains,  or  ninety  miles  from  the  Columbia 
river  and  west  of  the  east  end  of  Snake  river 
valley,  embradng  more  than  forty  thousand 
square  miles  of  territory,  must  be  produced  in 
a  shape  to  walk  to  marketi  except  so  fiyr  as  a 


limited  market  may -be  found  in  the  mines  near 
by,  although  the  miners  cannot  begin  to  con- 
sume what  IS  now  produced.  Everything  which 
is  brought  into  this  section,  in  the  i^ape  of 
supplies,  must  be  brought  in  wagons  or  apon 
pack  animals,  from  ninety  to  Uirte  hunored 
miles,  at  a  cost  of  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton  for  freight 

The  past  fall,  when  wheat  was  selling  m 
PorUand,  Ore^n,  at  $1  40  per  bushel  for 
shipment  to  LaverpooL  in  the  valley  of  the 
Grand  Ronde,  the  finest  wheat  country  in 
America,  it  was  worth  only  forty  ceuts  per 
bushel.  Sir,  I  submit  the  qnestion  direcUy, 
if  land  at  $2  60  per  acre  within  twentv  miles 
of  a  great  through  line  of  railroad,  as  this  will 
be,  or  within  twenty  miles  of  a  navigable 
stream  connecting  with  important  commercial 
points,  is  not  cheaper,  vastly  cheaper,  to  the 
settler  than  the  same  quality  of  land  from 
ninety  to  three  hundred  miles  away  at  $1  26 
per  acre,  or  even  as  a  p(i7  What,  sir,  is 
agricultural  land  worth  without  a  market  for 
its  products?  The  great  body  of  this  coun- 
try is  without  settlements,  and  must  ao  remain 
unless  it  has  increased  facilities  for  settlement 
by  the  construction  of  this  road. 

There  is  another  feature  of  this  section  im- 
portant to  be  noticed.  It  forms  a  part  of  that 
great  interior  region  of  our  country  which 
stretches  from  the  Missonri  river  on  the  east 
to  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  Cascade  mountains 
on  the  west,  and  from  Fort  Benton  on  the 
north  to  the  southern  line  of  Arizona,  em- 
bracing more  than  one  third  of  our  entire  ter- 
ritory. In  this  region  navigable  water-eourses 
are  almost  unknown,  and  by  fiur  the  greater 
part  of  tluB  area  is  too  dry  and  arid  for  agri- 
eultnral  purposes  withoi»t  irrigation,  and 
cannot  be  occupied  by  settlements  to  any  con- 
siderable extent  without  the  coastmetion  of 
railroads  and  canals,  the  former  as  the  only 
means  of  ingress  and  egress,  and  the  latter  to 
redaim  the  lands  to  agricultural  purposes. 
Through  this  vast  extent  of  unoccupied  and 
undeveloped  country  there  is  now  bnt  one  line 
of  railway,  and  about  the  only  additions  to  the 
nation's  wealth  derived  firom  this  section  is  its 
annual  product  of  the  precious  metals  ih}m 
its  mines,  and  these  languish  or  lie  undevel- 
oped for  want  of  better  facilities  of  communi- 
cation. 

The  country  along  this  route  from  Ogden 
to  Bois6  City,  a  distance  of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles,  is  extremely  arid  and  dry ;  the  soil  is 
strongly  impnegnatedwith  alkaline  sobstances, 
and  unfit  for  agricultural  purposes,  oatil 
leached  and  reclaimed  by  irrig^on,  the  facili- 
ties for  which  are  limited,  except  at  great  cost 
and  labor,  and  upon  an  extended  scale.  The 
vegetation  of  this  section  is  principally  sage- 
brush, inter^ersed  with  bunch-grass,  and  the 
whole  country  is  qnite  destitute  of  timber 
for  purposes  of  improvement  or  even  fneL 
What  13  true  of  tnis  particular  section  is 
equally  true  of  by  hr  the  greater  part  of  the 
whole  region  referred  to.  The  situatioa  of 
the  whole  section,  when  broadly  stated,  is 
that  private  enterprise  is  inadequate  to  the 
task  of  opening  and  reclaiming  it  to  settle- 
ment. The  whole  question,  then,  is  resolved 
into  this.  All  hope  or  expectation  of  its  fur- 
ther settlement  or  development  must  be  aband- 
oned or  indefinitely  postponed,  or  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  must  adopt  a  liberal  policy  by  granting 
material  aid  in  lands  toward  the  construction 
of  railroads,  which  alone  can  open  it  to  settle- 
ment 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  the  grant 
of  aid  toward  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
road  is  in  the  interest  of  the  settler.  The  set- 
tlement of  the  country  is  the  very  basis  of  the 
proposition.  The  building  of  the  road  opens 
a  new  section  to  which  the  settler  is  invited 
upon  the  most  favorable  terms.  If  the  lands 
are  good  he  reaps  the  advantage,  being  secured 
in  his  risht  of  selection  and  purchase  upon 
reasonable  terms.  Valueless  in  their  present 
condition,  it  cannot  be  complained  that  $2  60  J 


per  acre  will  be  an  unreasonable  price  for 
these  lands  after  they  shall  have  been  recl^iMi 
and  opened  to  settlement. 

Sir,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  an  bo&e^ 
and  earnest  advocacy  of  the  interest  of  tbe 
landless  can  be  reconciled  with  oppouiioo  to 
this  measure.  Here  is  a  section  of  coostiy, 
large  in  extent,  from  which  the  great  body  of 
that  class  denominated  landless  are  debtrred 
from  settling  by  impediments  in  the  Datunl 
condition  of  the  country  which  io  tbeir  DitvR 
if  not  insurmountable  to  the  pioneer,  sre,  to 
say  the  least,  more  than  usually  difficalt  to  be 
overcome.  £very  pound  of  suppiies  vbiek 
would  be  needed  for  himself  or  umilj,  ererj 
board,  nail,  or  stick  of  timber  he  mtiat  ose  ia 
the  construction  of  his  first  rude  cabiB,  oast 
be  transported  from  one  hundred  to  thre« 
hundred  miles,  and  before  he  cao  grov  bbj- 
thing  for  the  sustenance  of  maa  or  betit,  is 
manv  portions,  the  soil  must  be  reclsined  bj 
artincial  means  to  a  condition  of  moiiraie 
compatible  with  the  growth  of  ceresU  sod 
vegetables.  Is  it  in  the  interest  of  thii  ekii 
of  our,  citizens  to  refuse  legislation  vhicb 
promises  to  open  such  lands  to  them  sad  rea- 
der their  settlement  possible? 

It  may  be  nrged  that  iaasmuch  ss  the  rosd 
when  built  is  to  be  private  pr(^rty«  sad  tke 
ph>fits  arising  from  its  operation  are  to  go 
into  private  hands,  that  therefore  oo  aid  iboild 
be  given  by  Congress  toward  iu  coostrootioiL 
While  the  statement  of  ficict  is  eatirelj  tne,  it 
does  not  follow  that  tha  argument  is  l^tiouit 
or  conclusive.  It  will  not  be  denied  thtt  r•i^ 
roads  are  most  important  agents  io  eomm^- 
oial  interoommunieaLioB,  not  second  in  tbeir 
importance  and  resulis  to  ocean  aod  rim 
navigation.  The  many  lines  of  railvsj  wbidi 
cheoKer  our  whole  country  are  nooe  the  lest 
highways  of  commerce  because  thej  are  pn- 
vate  property.  The  i^ps  upon  the  ocetf ,  tbt 
steamboats  upon  oar  rivers,  and  tbe  can  opon 
our  railways  are  ^1  carriers  of  cooiiserct 
You  improve  harbors  and  build  ses-valu  io 
render  more  secure  private  property  in  private 
ships  upon  the  sea  and  lessen  the  risk  to  octao 
commerce.  You  improve  riven,  wi<l«>  m^ 
deepen  their  channels,  to  factlitatt  theflov  of 
inland  commerce,  aod  to  lighten  the  ^^^j 
of  its  carriage  ia  private  boats  opoa  iumi 
water-courses.  , 

All  this  is  done  by  appropriatKns  direeU/ 
from  the  Treasury;  from  money  raised  by 
general  aMessment,  in  one  form  or  aootber 
upon  the  people,  who  have  no  other  iDier»| 
in  ships,  foreign  or  domestic,  or  tbs  botta 
which  ply  upon  our  rivers,  or  inthecoanwrce 
they  cazTV,  than  that  which  flows  to  tbetn  troo 
the  enrichment  of  the  nation  by  the  s^^rti 
prosperity,  thrift,  aad  accretions  of  its  pn^« 
citizens.  No  one  questions  the  ^^^^'^ 
the  principles  upon  which  snchappreprif^^?"' 
rest.  Then,  sir,  the  qnestion  arises,  wbttoer 
it  is  mor«  important  to  the  nation  to  ptovtae 
or  improve  harbors  to  facilitate  an  excwn^ 
of  our  products  with  foreign  countries  tbsn  w 
is  to  provide  or  improve  interior  cbsonew  w 
transporUtion  to  taciiitate  the  traairt  to  ow 
sea-board  of  those  products  which  ««  "^ 
requisite  to  such  an  exchange?  i' ^  '^ 
important  to  have  harbors  where  shipe  »/ 
come  to  load  your  com,  wheat,  cotton,  wa  w^ 
bacco,  than  it  is  to  have  the  ^•^^^J^^Zi 
these  and  other  products  in  your  l><f *^*  •-. 
ships  may  be  loaded  therewith  for  «>««» 
ports?  ^^ 

The  benefits  of  commerce  upon  •»•  ^^ 
rivers  are  derived  through  private  •"^J^.V -« 
the  enricho^nt  of  the  nauoa,  which  wm»*J 
aggregate  of  individuals  and  comma"'^^  *  -^ 
its  wealth  the  sum  of  private  fortosee*  <  . 
be  legitimate  to  take  from  the  <5^""?Jr  in 
for  the  improvement  of  rivers  '"^^'^iliib 
order  that  the  exchange  of  our  P^^Jr\^^ 
foreign  couutries  may  be  facilit*t^»  rale* 
and  encouraged,  then,  sir,  by  theee*»;^j 
of  i^easoning  and  principles  of  '^•f^p -umgie 
it  may  be  determined  thatit  iseqo^J  ^^" 
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to  takefVom  the  same  common  fund  to  improre 
the  channels  of  transit  from  the  interior  to  the 
sea- board,  whether  by  rail  or  watei;,  to  the  end 
that  we  may  have  the  largest  possible  amount 
of  products  to  exchange.    The  ralue  and  toI- 
u  me  of  onr  commerce  are  exactly  measured  bj 
the  amount  of  home  products  and  commodi- 
ties we  are  enabled  to  send  to  foreign  ports  for 
exchange.    Then  erery  harbor  that  is  opened, 
every  rirer  that  is  improved,  and  erery  rail- 
way that  is  built,  which  increases  the  range  or 
amount  6f  bur  exports,  by  that  much  swells 
the  Tolume  of  our  cohimerce.    And  it  must  be 
conceded  that  if  commerce  is  entitled  to  be 
fostered  in  any  of  its  channels,  it  is  entitled 
to  the  same  fostering  aid  in  all  its  sources  of 
angmentation. 

Bnt,  sir,  an  appropriation  from  the  pttbHc 
Treasury  is  not  asked  in  this  ca^.    The  claim 
for  aid  rests  upon  the  proposition  that  out  of 
the  values  the  constmciion  of  the  road  will 
practically  oreate  there  ought  to  be  provided 
the  means  in  part  for  its  construction  ;  and  as 
these  values  will  inul^  to  the  public  Unds 
throogh  which  the  road  is  to  pass,  a  portion  of 
these  lands,  which,  in  their  present  condition, 
are  essentially  valueless,  it  is  asked  shall  be 
set  aside  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  road. 
No  proposition  is  better  understood,  or  better 
attested  hf  experience,  than  thstln  the  United 
States  railroads  rest  fbr  their  support  and 
success    upon  the   reproductive  capabilities 
of  the  sections  through  which  they  pass  or 
which  they  connect.    Afad  since  the  reproduc- 
tive power  of  a  country  springs  primanly  froih 
the  soil,  it  follows  necessarily  that  just  in  pro- 
portion  as    this   power   is   developed  and 
made  available  in  the  support  of  lifb,  and 
thereby  a  basis  of  manufactures,  trade,  and  com- 
merce, in  that  proportion  does  the  soil  become 
valuable  and  a  basis  of  wealth.    These  lands 
are  unoccupied,  the  productive  power  of  the 
country  through  which  the  road  is  to  pass  is 
undeveloped,    and   the   soil  without  value. 
Build  this  road,  and  all  this  will  be  changed. 
Its  creative  power  will  fix  a  value  io  the  soil ; 
the  public  lands  will  be  occupied  by  thrifty 
settlers;  the  now  dormant  energies  of  that 
section  will  be  brought  into  activity,  and  new 
centers  and  new  channels  of  commerce  and 
trade  will  be  created.    Consider,  sir.  for  a  few 
moments  the  creative  power  of  railroads  as 
evidenced  in  the  Unit^  States.    How  much 
of  the  values  attached  to  real  estate  is  wholly 
dependent  upon  the  influence  and  success  oi 
railroad  enterprise !    It  cannot  be  denied  that 
our  greatest  strides  of  prosperity  and  the  set- 
tlement of  our  vast  domain  are  to  a  very  lar^e 
extent  due  to  railroading  as  developed  withm 
the  past  few  years. 

W  itbin  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  the  Pacific 
road  has  been  built,  and  its  western  terminus, 
the  city  of  San  Francisco,  which  at  its  com* 
meocement  had  a  population  of  60,000  peo- 
ple, has  now  a  population  of  180,000.  Wbere 
you  had  no  transcontinental  trade,  there  is 
now  a  business  employing  thousands  of  peo- 
ple, the  gross  earnings  of  which  are  but  little  if 
any  less  than  nineteen  million  dollars  for  the 
year  just  ended.  Where  it  once  consumed, 
months  to  make  the  trip  from  the  Missouri* 
river  to  California,  with  great  hardship  and 
greater  dangers  to  be  enconntered,  the  trip  is 
now  made  in  five  days,  and  with  all  the  ease 
and  comfort  incident  to  travel  in  a  modern 
palace-car.  It  is  true,  sir,  in  this  case,  the 
Government  was  more  liberal  in  subsidies  of 
lazds  and  bonds  than  a  just  economy  would 
seem  to  justly :  but  who  is  there  that  would, 
in  the  light  of  the  results  already  realized  ana 
the  prospects  of  the  future,  be  willing  to  take . 
back  the  bounties  and  return  to  the  condition 
ofthe  country  in  1863? 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  examination  of  the  railroad 
statistics  ofthe  United  States  discloses  the  most 
astonishing  results.  On  the  lat  day  of  Janu* 
arjr,  1842,  there  were  3,685  miles  of  finished 
railroads  in  the  United  States.  In  1860  theie 
were  9,021  miles.    In  1860  there  were  80,635 


miles.  And  at  the  close  of  1870  there  were 
58,899  miles  of  railways  in  operation.  But 
wonderful  as  this  rapid  growth  appears,  when 
stated  in  miles,  the  mind  fhils  to  grasp  the 
magnitude  of  the  result  until  an  examination 
of  the  statistics  of  their  vast  business  is  made 
in  the  way  of  earnings  ind  tonnare. 

In  1868  the  earnings  of  the  Massachnsettt 
railways  were  $18,400  per  mile ;  the  earnings  of 
those  ofthe  State  of  New  York  were  $18,142 
per  mile;  those  of  Pennsylvania  were  esti- 
mated  at  $13,900  per  mile,  and  those  of  Illi- 
nois exceeded  $10,000  per  mile.  The  average 
of  Illinois  for  that  year  is  stated  by  ffood 
authority  to  be  a  fiur  average  for  the  whole 
United  States,  which  would  make  the  gross 
eamingsof  the  68,899  miles  of  railway  in  opera- 
tion at  the  close  of  1870.  $538,899,000,  or 
$18  f>fr  capita  for  the  whole  population  of 
the  United  States. 

A  safe  estimate  of  the  net  merchandise 
tonnage  moved  in  the  year  1870,  on  all  our 
railways  ih  operation,  will  not  place  it  below 
72,500,000  tons,  and  well-informed  statisticians 
place  its  value  at  not  less  than  $150  per  ton, 
making  the  value  of  railway  tonnage  in  1670, 
reach  the  enbrmous  sum  of  $11,325,000,000 
The  value  of  net  merchandise  tonnage  moved 
upon  railways  in  1880,  was  per  capita  for  the 
iniole  population  $29 :  in  1860  it  reached  $84 ; 
knd  in  1870  it  reachea  the  sum  of  $824. 

The  era  of  land  grants  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railways  began  in  1850,  the  first 
grant  beiftg  to  the  State  OT  Illinois.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  statistics  of  the  States  in  which 
the  system  of  land  grants  has  been  most 
thoroughly  tested  discloses  some  very  interest- 
ing and  important  facts,  which  demonstrate, 
by  the  most  incontestable  data,  that  it  has 
been  of  incalculable  value  in  peopling  ^ose 
States  and  in  developing  their  resources.  Take, 
sir,  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missonri,  Iowa. 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Nebraska  ana 
Minnesota.  The  grants  in  these  States,  under 
various  acts  of  Congress  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  are  as  follows : 

•  Acret, 

IlHnob.: 2.665.063 

Xowa.M .......M .M.. «...*M..~M  *l?WS^^ 

MiobisoQ » ^ 1.921561 

Kansas^ ^ 6.flD0.'060 

Nebraaka -..  6.016.000 

Minesota tJ^M 

Total « 42.098,874 

The  number  of  mileb  of  railway  completed 
and  in  operation  in  these  States  at  the  close  of 
the  years  1850, 1860,  and  1870,  are  as  follows : 


1850. 

Milet. 

Illinois «« .'..Ill 

Missouri " 

Iowa » ——  ' 

Jl^iOBU^JIp^  .........  ..■■■■...... .......•••.•...^^Vm 

Wisooosin ~  2D 

Kansas » - 

Nebraska.. - 

MianeMtaM.»..«..».. ..........*.. - 


1860. 
JtftTet. 

2.790 
817 
856 

m 

905 


1870. 

4.823 
1000 
2.684 
1.638 

m 

688 
1,072 


Total  In  each  year 473      5,948      15.380 

In  1868,  the  tonnage  upon  the  railirayB  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Massachusetts 
averaged  6,888  tons  per  mile.  Estimating  the 
tonnage  of  railways  in  these  States  in  1870 
at  !2,500  tons  per  mile,  h  would  amount  to 
88,850,000  tons  ]  and  making  every  allowance 
for  possible  excess  or  overestimate,  their  net 
merchandise  tonnage  could  not  have  been 
below  25,000,000  tons.  The  value  of  this  ton- 
nage, of  course,  can  only  be  approximated. 

The  value  of  railway  tonnage  in  the  State  of 
Kew  York  in  1860,  as  reported  In  the  census 
returns,  was  $163  per  ton ;  but  estimate  the 
tonnage  of  these  States  for  1870  at  $150  per 
ton,  and  It  shows  the  merchandise  moving 
upon  their  railways  in  one  year  to  have  been 
of  the  enormous  value  of  $2,500,000,0001 
Placing  the  gross  earnings  of  railroads  in 
these  States  at  seventy  per  cent  of  those  of 


Illinois  for  1868,  and  we  have  the  sum   of 
$107,660,000  for  that  year. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  estimated  by  statisticians 
that  every  mile  of  railway  adds  to  the  vjiluo  of 
the  property  of  the  country  through  which  it 
passes  five  times  the  cost  of  its  construction. 
The  averaee  cost  of  railroads  in  the  United 
States  is  placed  at  about  forty>fbur  thousand 
dollars  per  mile,  but  reduce  it  to  $85,000  per 
mile,  and  there  nas  been  added  to  the  property 
values  in  these  States  within  twenty  years  the 
snm  of  $2,608,725,000,  or  an  amount  equal  to 
more  than  sixty  dollars  per  acre  for  the  lands 
granted  by  the  Government ;  and  within  the 
last  Sen  years  there  has  been  added  to  prop- 
erty values  in  these  States  by  the  construction 
of  railways  $1,650,950,000,  equal  to  thirty- 
eight  dollars  per  acre  for  every  acre  granted 
within  their  limits  for  railroad  purposes. 

And  now,  sir,  does  any  one  aoubt  for  a 
moment  that  these  results,  as  demonstrated  by 
facts  and  6gure8,  flow  directly  from  the  grants 
of  lands  in  those  States,  and  is  the  best  possi- 
ble vindication  of  the  wisdom  of  those  who  first 
inaugurated  that  policy?  If  there  be  such  let 
them  examine  a  few  other  facts  I  have  to  sub- 
mit. In  1841  Illinois  had  22  miles  of  railway  ; 
in  1860  she  had  111  miles,  having  built  in  nine 
years  but  89  miles.  The  first  year  after  Con- 
gress made  her  a  grant  she  added  160  miles  to 
her  railways,  and  in  ten  years  added  2,689 
miles.  In  1841  the  State  of  Michigan  had  188 
miles  of  railway ;  is  1850  she  had  842  miles, 
having  built  208  miles  in  nine  years.  The  first 
grant  was  made  in  this  State  in  1856,  and  in 
1860  she  had  779  milee. 

The  Slate  of  Wisconsin  had  20  miles  of  rail- 
way in  1860,  and  187  miles  at  the  end  of  1855. 
The  first  grant  of  land  in  this  State  was  made 
10  1856,  and  she  had  905  miles  in  operation  in 
1860.  The  first  grant  in  Missouri  was  in  1852 ; 
she  bnilt  her  first  road  the  following  year,  and 
in  1860  had  in  operation  817  miles.  Iowa 
completed  68  milea  of  railway  in  1855 ;  the 
next  year  grants  of  land  were  made  in  that 
State,  and  in  1860  she  had  655  miles  of  rail- 
way. Grants  were  first  made  in  Kansas  in  the 
year  1863 ;  the  next  year  she  appears  in  the 
list  with  40  miles  of  railway,  and  six  years 
laier,  or  in  1870,  has  1,061  miles  completed. 
The  first  grant  of  land  in  Nebraska  was  made 
in  the  year  1862,  but  she  does  not  appear  in 
the  list  with  railways  completed  until  1865, 
when  she  had  .122  miles,  and  in  1870  she  haa 
588  miles  in  operation.  Grants  were  made  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota  in  1857,  but  she  does  not 
appear  with  any  completed  road  until  1868, 
and  in  1870  she  h^  1,525  miles. 

Following  the  inquiry  into  the  statistics  of 
population  and  proper^  values,  we  find  every- 
where tbe  fnllest  evidence  of  the  same  general 
fkct  In  1850,  the  population  of  these  States 
was  2,833,459 ;  io  1860,  their  population  was 
5,421,940,  and  in  1870  it  was  8,618,806.  Prop- 
erty valuations  in  these  States  for  1850  are  not 
as  complete  in  the  census  returns  as  since. 
In  1860  the  true  valuation  of  real  and  personal 
propetty  of  these  States  was  estimated  by  the 
Census  Bureau  at  $2,243,808,920,  or  $415  to 
each  person.  In  1870  the  true  value  of  real 
and  personal  propertv  of  these  States,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  same  department,  was  $6,029,- 
672,109,  or  about  seven  nundred  dollars  to  each 
person,  showing  that  in  ten  vears  these  States 
increased  their  property  values  at  the  rate  of 
ove  hundred  and  six^-fbur  per  cent.,  and 
increased  their  population  at  the  rate  of  fifty- 
eight  and  six  tenths  per  cent.  And  deducting 
ftom  the  gross  valuation  of  pronerty  the  esti- 
mated increase  of  values  directly  attribntable 
to  the  construction  of  railwavs  in  the  decade, 
taken  at  five  times  the  cost  of  their  construction , 
or  $1,650,950,000,  the  increase  of  property 
values  after  such  deduction,  is  over  ninety-six 
per  cent,  in  ten  years,  and  is  thirty  eight  and 
four  tenths  per  cent  greater  than  the  increase 
in  population  for  the  same  period,  showing  be- 
vond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  this^  great 
increase  in  population  and  wealth  was  in  the 
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maiQ  directly  the  result  of  the  rapid  construc- 
tion of  railways  in  these  States. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  all  the  roads  built  in 
these  States  in  this  period  were  not  subsidized 
with  lands,  but  the  principal  lines  were^  and 
the  construction  of  these  lines  opened  the  way 
for  the  shorter  and  connecting  lines,  and  made 
their  construction  necessary  and  possible. 
Then,  sir,  after  making  all  deductions  and 
allowances,  we  come  back  to  the  fact  that  the 
land  grants  in  these  States  was  the  nucleus, 
the  foundation  from  whence  all  this  prosperity 
came. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  argue 
that  all  the  land  grants  that  have  been  made 
were  free  from  objection,  or  that  the  liberality 
of  Congress  has  not  been  abused;  but  what  I 
claim  is  th&t  in  looking  to  the  increased  pop- 
ulation, wealth,  and  development  of  the  sec* 
tlons  where  these  grants  have  been  made,  the 
general  policy  is  most  fully  vindicated.  That 
abuses  have  crept  in,  that  improper  and  un- 
guarded grants  have  been  made,  cannot  well  be 
doubted ;  but,  sir,  to  insist  that  because  land 
monopolies  have  arisen  out  of  the  vicious 
legislation  of  the  past,  therefore  no  further  aid 
ought  to  be  given  in  lands  to  other  railroad 
enterprises  ca,lculated  lo  open  vast  districts  of 
the  interior  to  settlement,  and  to  open  new  and 
important  channels  of  commerce,  is  both  illo- 
gical and  unrea  sanable,  and  also  unjust. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CON  GBR,  (at  four  o'clock 
and  fifty- eight  minutes  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned. 

PETITION. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  under 
the  rale,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee : 

By  Mr.  READ:  The  petition  of  T.  N. 
Horasby,  asking  Congress  to  establish  a  barean 
with  a  gallery  in  the  interest  of  poets  and 
poesy  in  the  United  States. 


m  SENATE. 
MoNBAT,  January  29, 1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiluah  Butler,  D.  D.,  of 
New  York  city. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  Friday 
last  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFBBRED. 

The  following  bills  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  Friday  last  were  sever- 
ally read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  855)  granting  a  pension 
to  John  S.  Corlett ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1195)  granting  a  pension 
to  Melissa  Rankin,  mother  ot  Oliver  S.  Rankin ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1196)  granting  a  pension 
to  Mrs.  Jane  Dulany  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1197)  granting  a  pension 
to  Captain  Henrv  M.  Scott ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1198)  granting  a  pension 
to  Ann  Hunter; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1199)  granting  a  pension 
to  Charlotte  Crane ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1200)  granting  a  pension 
to  Rev.  William  H.  Rogers ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1201)  granting  a  pension 
to  Mary  Jane  Stone,  widow  of  William  J.  Stone, 
late  second  lieutenant  thirty-seventh  Kentucky 
infantry ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1303)  granting  a  pension 
to  Martha  Elwell ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1205)  granting;  an  increase 
of  pension  to  James  H.  Hogan,  ofBatavia,  in 
the  State  of  New  York ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1206)  granting  a  pension 
to  Timothy  Paige ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1207)  granting  an  in  crease 
of  pension  to  Warren  Raymond,  a  soldier  in 
the  war  gf  1812; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1209)  granting  a  pension 
to  George  J.  St.  Louis ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1210)  granting  a  pension 
to  Nathan  Morgan. 


The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1194)  directing  the 
proper  officers  in  the  Treasury  Department  to 
credit  John  Seys,  of  Ohio,  the  sum  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

KNBOLLED   BILL  SIGNED. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  (8.  No.  524)  to  correct  a  clerical  error  com- 
mitted in  the  enrollment  of  an  act  approved 
March  7,  1870,  entitled  **An  act  to  relieve 
certain  persons  therein  named  from  the  legal 
and  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  four- 
teenth amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
been  requested  to  present  tbe  protest  of  ladies 
of  the  county  of  Munroe,  Inaiana,  signed  by 
Mrs.  Morton  C.  Hunter,  Mrs.  A.  Y.  Moore, 
and  several  hundred  other  ladies,  ren^onstrat- 
ing  against  an  extension  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  women,  ^'because  the  Holy  Scripture 
inculcates  a  different  and  for  us  a  higher  sphere, 
apart  from  public  life :  because  as  women  we 
Gnd  a  full  measure  of  duties,  cares,  and  re- 
sponsibilities devolving  upon  us,  and  we  are 
tnerefore  unwilling  to  b^ar  other  and  heav- 
ier burdens,  and  tnose  unsnited  to  our  phys- 
ical organization ;  because  we  hold  that  an 
extension  of  suffrage  would  be  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  workinswomen  of  the  country, 
with  whom  we  heartily  sympathize;  because 
these  changes  must  introduce  a  fruitful  ele- 
ment of  discord  in  the  existing  marriage  rela- 
tion, which  would  tend  to  the  infinite  detriment 
of  children,  and  increase  the  already  alarming 
prevalence  of  divorce  through  the  land ;  be- 
cause no  general  law  affecting  the  condition  of 
all  women  should  be  framed  to  meet  excep- 
tional discontent.^'  This  memorial  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv. 
\  Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  from 
oitizens  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  calling  upon  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  supplemental  civu  rights  bill ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Missouri,  praying  the  passage  of  the  supple- 
mentary civil  rights  bill ;  which  was  ordered 
lo  lie  on  the  table. 

\  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  similar 
pttition  from  citizens  of  Nashville,  being  two 
hundred  colored  persons,  and  the  person  who 
sends  it  says,  '^  We  hope  and  pray  it  may 
pass.  Amnesty  to  rebels  is  a  mistake;  but 
if  tbe  measure  must  pass,  let  it  by  all  means 
be  coupled  with  your  bill.''  I  move  that  this 
petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Maria  S.  Rockett,  praying  that  she  be  granted 
a  pension :  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  the  petition  of 
the  American  Industrial  League,  praying  that 
such  discriminating  duties  h&  levied  on  all 
imported  manufactures  as  will  give  substan- 
tial protection  to  the  labor  of  this  country; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  ef 
Michigan,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on 
tea^  coffee,  and  other  articles  of  necessity, 
ana  such  legislation  as  will  give  protection  to 
home  industry;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  a  modification  of  the  duty 
on  sugar ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  petidon  of 
Joseph  Henry.  Charles  Astor  Bristed,  Professor 
Baira,  and  otner  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
praymg  that  all  books  of  foreign  languages  be 
admitted  free  of  duty  ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  AMES  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Baskervill  and  Henry  B.  Whitfield,  praying 


compensation  for  valuable  senrices  reodei^ 
tho  Government  of  the  United  States ;  wki^ 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Claima. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the 
petition  of  Esther  M.  Sbubrick,  praying  as 
increase  of  her  pension ;  which  wajs  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  a 
petilion  of  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  that 
those  who  were  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  tlw 
United  States  during  the  war  of  the  rebenioa 
be  granted  $8  88^  per  month  bounty  for  the 
full  term  of  service;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  present  a  peUtion  of 
workingmen  of  Berks  county,  Peonnrl^aniA* 
for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and 
other  articles  of  necessity,  and  for  the  cootin- 
uance  of  tariff  duties  upon  articles^  of  maoB- 
facture  successfully  produced  in  this  couBiry. 
I  present  a  similar  petition  from  the  cooniy 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania:  aod  one  firoa 
mechanics  and  laborers  of  Middletown,  Daa- 
phin  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  snb> 
ject.  I  move  their  reference  lo  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  also  preeeot  a  aimiW 
petition  firom  the  men  employed  in  the 
National  Iron  Company's  works  al  Daoville, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  tea,  cofiee,  and  other  articles  of 
comfort ;  also,  a  petition  from  citizeoa  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  large,  for  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on 
tea  and  coffee ;  also^  a  petition  from  working- 
men  of  the  Central  iron- works  of  Harri^arg, 
on  the  same  subject;  also,  a  petition  from  the 
workingmen  of  the  Reading  rolling-mill,  on  the 
same  subject ;  also,  a  petition  from  mechaaies 
of  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; and  a  petition  from  the  workingmen  ia 
the  Duncannon  iron-works,  in  Perry  couaty^ 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject.  I  move 
their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Floaoes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent concurrent  resolutions  of  the  L^^sla- 
ture  of  Kansas,  memorializing  Congress  for  the 
pajrment  of  what  are  known  as  the  Price  raid 
claims.  These  claims  hare  been  awarded 
under  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  which  General  Hardie  was 
chairman,  and  it  only  remains  that  an  appro- 
priation be  made.  I  therefore  more  that  tiiese 
resolutions  be  printed  and  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  also  present  a  petxiion 
of  settlers  on  the  Osage  ceded  lands  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  in  which  they  memorialize 
Congress,  and  ask  that  their  homes  may  be 
protected  to  them.  As  this  relates  to  Indian 
.lands,  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affi&irs. 

The  piotion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  also  two  petitions 
from  colored  people,  headed  by  Sojourner 
Truth,  a  well-known  colored  woman,  memo- 
rializing Congress  that  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  be  set  apart  for  colored  people,  and  that 
they  may  be  encouraged  to  colonize.  I  move 
the  reference  of  ^these  petitions  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  L^islature  of  ifevada,  praying  that  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  mineral  lands  be  set 
aside  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  the  miiiiog 
interests  b^  the  establishment  of  reduction 
works ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Mines  and  Mining. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  H.  H. 
Barnes,  postmaster  of  Pioche,  Nevada,  ask- 
ing to  be  reimbursed  the  amount  which  he  lost 
by  the  destruction  by  fire  of  post  office  stamps 
and  other  Government  property;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 
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Mr.  THURMAN.  I  present  a  memorial 
of  two  hundred  and  fifW  citizena  of  Ohio,  late 
soldiers  of  the  Armj  of  Uie  United  States  in 
the  late  oiyil  war,  prating  that  boantiee  may 
be  granted  to  all  soldiers  who  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  late  rebellion,  and  who  have  an 
honorable  discharge,  and  to  the  heirs  of  those 
that  are  deceased,  of  $8  33|  per  month  for  the 
entire  term  of  service,  deducting  all  Govern- 
ment bounty,  &c. ;  and  also  that  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  Uie  act  of  July  15,  1870,  be  so 
amended  as  to  allow  soldiers  or  sailors  to  enter 
the  amount  of  land  therein  allowed  or  such 
amount  as  may  be  thought  proper,  without 
the  requirement  of  settlement  ana  cultivation. 
I  move  the  reference  of  this  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
duties  upon  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles  of 
necessity,  and  such  legislation  as  will  protect 
home  industry ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  remonstrance  of  the 
workers  in  the  Alleghany  furnace,  and  citizens 
of  Logan  township,  Blair  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishing  duties  on  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  nrodnced  in  this  country ; 
which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  remonstrance  of  citizens 
of  Conneautville,  Crawford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oo  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  remonstrance  of  (he 
workers  in  the  Fort  Pitt  iron  and  steel  works, 
and  citizens  of  Pittsbnrg,  Pennsylvania,  against 
a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  soc- 
cessfnllv  produced  in  this  country ;  which  was 
referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BLAIR  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Rouse,  praying  to  be  allowed  arrears 
of  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  P.  Redmond,  praying  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  i«fbnd 
to  him  certain  money  paid  by  him  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  direct  tax  commissioner  for  Arkan- 
sas for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  lot  in  Little 
Bock,  Arkansas,  he  having  failed  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  same ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  letter  of  the  Seeretary 
of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  certain  selections 
of  land  made  for  members  of  the  Shawnee 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  also  a  draft  of  a  Joint 
resolution  to  confirm  the  sale  of  said  selec- 
ttoDs ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
OQ  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Saranac,  New  York,  praying  a  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles 
of  necessity,  and  such  l^slation  as  will  pro- 
tect home  indastoy ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  workingmen 
in  the  Svracuse  iron-works,  of  the  town  of 
Geddes,  New  York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  tea,  coffeei,  and  other  articles  of 
necessity,  and  such  legislation  as  will  protect 
home  industry :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Looney,  of  Buchanan  county,  Vir^ 
ginia,  praying  the  removal  of  his  political  dis- 
abilities; which  was  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
T.  Worthington,  praying   compensation  for 


extra  expenses  incurred  in  the  supply  of  water 
at  Gamp  Dennison,  Ohio,  in  1861  *,  which  was 
referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  praying  that  a  bounty  of  $8  83}  per 
month  be  granted  to  each  soldier  and  sailor 
for  the  length  of  time  he  served  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
*  ^e  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
>hio,  praying  the  passaj^e  of  the  supplement- 
ary civil  rights  bill ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOREMAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
Thomas  B.  Stewart  and  Alexander  McConu, 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  expense  and  dam- 
affes  in  the  suit  of  Creighton  vs,  Stewart  & 
McConn  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SAWYER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Warrington  Sonsmers,  clerk  in  the  Fifih  Audi- 
tor's office,  askine  for  the  difference  in  pay 
between  third  and  fourth  class  from  June  1, 
1869,  to  March  1,  1870 ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

1CBP0RTS  OF  COMMITTBBS. 

Mr.  ¥nLSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  451)  for  the  relief  of  Jefferson  W.  Davis, 
reportea  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  848)  to  provide  for  the  irriga- 
tion of  the  Bear  river  valley,  in  Utah  Territory, 
to  report  it  back  with  amendment  in  the  nature 
of  a  substitute,  and  to  ask  that  it  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee :  and  I  give  notice  to 
the  Senate  that  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  put  it 
on  its  passage  when  next  reported. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  recommitted. 

Mt.  BLAIR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  420]  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  Court  of 
Claims  to  hear  and  determine  the  suit  of  Caron  • 
delet  vs.  The  United  States,  reported  it  without 
amendment,  and  submitted  a  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILLS  IMTBODUCED. 

Mr.  AMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introance  a  bill  (8.  No. 
542)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Basken^l  and 
Henry  B.  Whitfield,  and  to  compensate  them 
for  valuable  services  rendered  the  Groremment 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR  asked^  and  hj  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
648)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  certain  cnims  arising  from  the  seizure 
and  conversion  to  the  uses  of  the  United  States 
of  private  personal  property  afler  the  80th  of 
June»  1866 ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordeced  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NYE  asked,  and  by  ananimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  644) 
granting  right  of  way  over  the  public  domain, 
and  confirming  corporate  powers*  to  certain 
railroad  companies  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BOBEMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  646)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Stewart 
and  Alexander  McCoon,  of  West  Virginia ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  This  bill  is  accompanied 
by  a  petition  setting  forth  that  these  parties 
were  engaged  in  the  military  service  during 
the  late  war,  in  the  militia  of  the  State  of  West 
Virginia,  and,  under  orders,  were  bringing  in 
members  of  the  militia,  and  for  some  acts  done 
while  thus  engaged  suits  was  brought  against 
them  which  has  cost  them  a  large  sum  of  money 


and  they  ask  to  be  reimbursed.  I  suppose 
that  the  bill  had  better  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  with  the  accom- 
panying petition.  I  move  that  it  be  so  referred. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE  asked,  and  bv  unanimous  con- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
646)  relative  to  homestead  settlers  burned  out 
in  the  States  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and 
Michigan ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRBSIDtO  RI8SRVATI0N. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  desire  to  call  up  a  bill  which 
was  read  through  and  perfected  the  other  day, 
and  have  it  psssed ;  it  will  take  but  a  moment, 
I  apprehend. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  rose  when  Senate  resolutions 
were  called  for  to  call  up  the  resolution  in  regard 
to  recusant  witnesses  in  South  Carolina. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Did  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  address  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    I  did. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  did 
not  hear  the  Senator,  but  he  will  recognize  him 
as  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  the  Senator  would  yield 
iust  a  moment  I  have  a  dispatch  from  Cali- 
fornia asking  that  this  bill  pass  immediately, 
in  order  that  the  Legislature  may  legislate  m 
reference  to  it,  authorizing  the  city  authorities 
of  San  Francisco  to  go  ahead  in  their  improve- 
ments. That  is  the  special  reason  for  haste, 
and  I  suppose  the  bill  will  only  take  a  minute. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  it  is  not  likely  to  cause 
debate,  I  have  no  objection  to  yieldiug. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  yields  to  the  Senator  from 
California,  who  asks  leave  to  call  up  a  bill  in 
case  it  does  not  give  rise  to  debate.  The  bill 
will  be  read,  subject  to  objection,  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  being  recognized  as  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill  (S. 
No.  810)  leasing  the  Presidio  reservation  to 
the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  a  public  park. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  bill  has  been  read  before 
and  perfected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amend- 
ments  reported  were  agreed  to  the  other  day 
and  the  bill  perfected.  It  will  be  read  as  it 
now  stands. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  from  California  if  there  is  a 
recommendation  on  file  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment as  to  this  matter?  I  suppose  it  has  been 
referred  to  the  War  Department.  I  niake  this 
inquiry  simply  from  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
large  number  of  buildings  on  this  reservation, 
and  of  course  it  must  be  a  considerable  ex- 
pense to  remove  them,  and  I  do  not  know 
what  provision  is  made  for  that.  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  three  hundred  acres  re- 
served will  be  sufficient  on  the  point  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops  that  are  gathered 
there,  and  whether  there  is  room  and  a  suit- 
able place  to  which  to  move  the  buildings.  I 
should  like  to  know  as  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  any  recommendation  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  committee  or  not. 
There  is  no  requirement  for  the  removal  of 
these  buildings,  and  probably  will  not  be  at  all. 
It  is  simply  to  allow  the  authorities  to  improve 
the  park,  that  is  now  almost  entirely  waste 
l^round  and  an  eye-sore  in  that  great  and  grow- 
ing cit^.  I  suppose  the  Senator  can  have  no 
objection  to  it 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  have  no  objection  ;  but 
I  understood  the  bill  to  require  them  to  remove 
the  buildings. 

Mr.  C0l2l.  When  the  progress  of  improve- 
ments requires  iU  That,  probably,  will  not 
occur  at  all. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUTSEN.  I  think  the  sug- 
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gestjon  of  the  Senator  from  Oregon  is  a  very 
pertinent  and  proper  one.  The  bill  certainly 
provides,  as  I  understand  it,  that  it  rests  with 
the  citj  of  San  Francisco  to  have  these  bnild- 
ines  removed,  and  we  ought  to  hear  from  the 
Vfkr  Department  whether  that  is  agreeable  to 
them  or  not. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  ])rovides  not  for  the  removal 
at  any  particular  time,  but  when  the  progress 
of  improvements  may  show  that  they  are  in  the 
way  of  the  beantifying  and  adorning  of  the 
public  park. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSBN.  It  is  at  no  par- 
ticular time,  but  still  it  is  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  city  of  San  Fran6isco  and  not  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Therefore  I  think  the  bill  ought  not 
to  be  adopted  without  the  Government's  atten- 
tion being  called  to  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  matter  has  been  consid- 
ered by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  I  believe  the  bill  has  received  the  unan- 
imous assent  of  that  committee,  and  I  hope 
Senators  who  have  not  looked  at  it  will  give 
some  credence  or  faith  to  the  action  of  that 
committee  on  the  subject.  It  is  a  matter  that 
I  am  sure  would  strike  the  Senator  as  favor- 
ably as  it  does  them  or  myself  if  he  had  exam- 
ined it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSBN.  Does  this  bill 
come  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  7 

Mr.  COLE.  Certainly;  unanimously  re- 
ported. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  was 
amended  on  the  recommendation  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  the  Senate  then  passed  from  the 
consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  very  first  thing  to 
do  when  we  propose  to  touch  a  military  res- 
ervation, in  my  experience,  is  to  get  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sitbject.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  this  bill ;  I  have 
not  the  least  objection  to  it  if  it  is  all  right ; 
but  without  the  concurrence  of  the  War 
Department  it  seems  improper  Uiat  we  should 
dispose  of  a  military  reservation.  Now,  sup- 
pose the  city  of  San  Francisco  should  put  up 
buildings  on  this  reservation  and  improve  it; 
it  has  got  to  improve  it  in  some  way.  The 
Government  can  never  eet  it  back  without 
paying  the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  those 
improvements.  If  we  allow  them  to  improve 
it,  whenever  it  is  taken  up  the  Government 
will  have  to  pay  back  whatever  the  city  has 
expended, 

Mr.  COLE.  If  the  Senator  will  examine 
the  bill  he  will  find  that  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  can  take  possession  of  it  at  any 
time  they  wish,  in  case  there  is  any  necessity. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Who  is  to  judge  of  that 
necessity? 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Government  itself;  the 
War  Department 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  War  Department 
recommend  the  bill,  I  will  not  say  a  word.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  any  repert  from  the  War  Department  before 
the  committee;  but  the  committee  are  satisfied 
on  the  subject,  and  I  suppose  that  ought  to 
satisfy  the  Senate.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
War  Department  or  any  of  the  officers  of  that 
Department  have  a  judgment  superior  to  that 
of  Congress  on  the  subject; 

Mr.  TOMEROY.  Congress  has  not  the 
means  of  acting  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
has.  We  have  not  the  facilities.  We  do  not 
know  anything  abont  it;  I  do  not  for  one. 
There  are  several  reservations  in  my  State, 
and  whenever  I  have  tried  to  have  the  title  ex- 
tinguished, it  has  always  been  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  War  Department  That  is  the 
first  step.  These  reservations  are  put  in  trust 
to  that  Department,  and  if  we  act  without  their 
recommendation  we  are  ''going  it  blind.*' 

Mr.  COLK  The  Senator  may  have  sought 
to  get  title  released  to  military  reservations  in 
his  State,  but  there  is  no  such  design  on  the 
part  8f  the  city  of  San  Francisco  in  this  case. 


It  18  not  to  get  title ;  the  title  still  remains  in 
the  General  Government  This  is  only  asking 
for  the  city  authorities  permission  to  go  ahead 
and  plant  trees  upon  it,  and  lay  out  walks  and 
improve  it  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  place 
of  recreation  or  drives  for  the  citizens  of  that 
city.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  it  I  hope 
it  will  be  passed  at  once,  for  this  reason :  dis- 
patches from  San  Francisco  show  the  necessity 
for  it  in  order  that  the  Legislature,  which  is 
now  in  session,  shall  have  time  to  empower  the 
city  authorities  to  take  stejps  for  its  improve- 
ment 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
again  ask  if  there  is  obiection  to  the  present 
consideration  of  the  bul  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  California.  If  there  is  none, 
it  is  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  CORBETT  and  Mr.  CAS9ERLY  rose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Has  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  risen  to  object? 

Mr,  CORBETT.  I  do  not  wish  to  object  to 
the  bill,  nrovided  we  have 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  bill  is  before  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Has  the  Senator 
from  California  risen  to  object? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  should  like  some  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  this  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  obiection. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  wish  to  object 
to  the  speedy  passage  of  the  bill,  for  I  was 
in  favor  of  the  general  object;  out  h^vioe 
just  come  into  the  Senate,  after  an  absence  of 
several  weeks  on  committee  business,  I  have 
not  yet  seen  the  bill  as  reported  back  from 
the  Military  Committee,  i  ask  simply  a  few 
moments  for  examination. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state  to  mv  colleagae 
that  the  bill  was  introduced  at  the  last  session, 
in  March,  and  there  has  been  plenty  of  time 
to  examine  it  I  am  sure. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  As  it  is  evident  that  this  bill 
will  sive  rise  to  debate,  and  the  Senator  from 
California  asks  to  have  it  go  over,  I  must  insist 
on  my  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but 
yieldea  to  the  Senator  from  California,  who 
asked  unanimous  consent  That  i4>pean  not 
to  be  granted,  and  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania resumes  the  floor. 

PAPBRS  WITHDBAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  it 
was 

Ordered,Th%t  Rebeeoa  0. Meeker  have  lelive  to 
wiUhlraw  her  petition  and  pipers  from  the  flies  of 
the  Senate. 

00NTUM40I0Ua  WITNESSES. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  thai  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  die  resolution  in 
rcjgard  to  issuing  an  attachment  for  David 
Gist^and  Clayton  Camp,  which  wtui  under 
consideration  some  time  afo. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Whereas  the  two  Houses  of  Gotamss  did«  bv  their 
ooncoxrent  resolationg  passed  on  the  7th  day  of  ApriL 
1871.  authorise  and  direct  the  appointment  of  ajoint 
select  committee  for  the  performance  of  certain 
duties  in  said  eoncvrreat  resolotion  spooned;  the 
said  joint  select  committee  to  be  oompoeed  <^  mem- 
bers of  the  said  two  Houses,  that  is  to  say,  <«  seven 
members  of  the  Senate  and  fourteen  members  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  whioh  said  joint 
select  committee  was  daly  appointed,  as  by  said  oon- 
enrrent  resolution  provided;  and  whereas,  in  the 
discharge  and  performance  of  the  duties  so  enjoined 
upon  them,  the  said  joint  select  eommittee  did  ap- 
point a  sub-oommittoe  of  thsir  own  number  to  take 
testimony  in  the  State  of  S^oth  Carolina,  which  said 
sub-committee,  on  the  14th  dav  of  Jaly.  ISTl,  by  sub- 
pena  duly  issued  and  served,  did  summon  and  com- 
mand a  certain  Clayton  Gamp,  of  Spartanbwg 
county.  South  Carolina,  to  appear  before  sua  sub- 
committee; and  on  the  18th  day  of  July.  1871,  by 
like  subpena  duly  issued  and  served,  did  sammon 
and  command  a  certain  David  Gist,  of  Union  county,  U 


South  Carolfaia.  to  appear  before  said  snb-eomait- 
tee,  each  of  said  witnesses  so  fummoned  to  tott^ 
before  the  said  sub -committee  tonehina  the  Battm 
and  thinn  which  the  said  Joint  select  e^wf  iftet 
were  authorised  and  required  by  the  ooneorresc  re*- 
olntion  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congrees  to  examine 
and  inqiaro  into:  and  whereas  the  said  Clayton 
Camp  and  the  said  David  Otst,  haviog  been  so  sea- 
moned  and  commanded,  did  fail  and  refuse  to  appear 
before  the  said  sub-committee,  thereby  showias 
themselves  in  contempt  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  of  the  House  of  Repreeentativai : 
Therefore. 

Jietolvea  hy  the  Senate  of  ihe  United  Siatc*,  (the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  eonearring.)  That  the 
President  of  the  Senate  issue  his  seyeral  warraati. 
directed  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  eoa- 
manding  him  to  take  into  his  custody  the  bodies  of 
the  said  Clayton  Camp  and  David  Gist,  rcspeetivelT, 
wherever  to  be  found,  and  .to  have  the  same  forth- 
with before  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  to  anawer  as  for  • 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  When  this  reaolutlon  was  la«t 
before  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Thurhan]  made  the  point  that  a  sub-com- 
mittee had  no  power  to  take  testinaony  under 
the  resolution  raising  this  joint  committee. 
I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  discussing  any  other  phaaea  of  this  ques- 
tion than  the  one  which  is  thus  raised  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  and  I  call  atteotion  to  the 
language  of  the  resolution  which  raised  the 
committee : 

**Jie$oli>ed,  That  a  joint  committee,  oonsiftiag 
of  seven  Senators  and  fourteen  RepresentatiTes.  be 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  "— 

I  call  attention  to  this  clause,  the  dn^  im- 
posed on  the  committee — 

"whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  eoo- 
dition  of  the  late  insurrectionary  States  w>  ftr  as 
segards  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  safety  oi 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citisens  of  the  United 

SUtes  "— 

This  imposes  the  duty  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  these  insurrectionary  States.  Then 
come  the  powers  that  are  granted  to  them — 

"with  leave  to  report  at  any  time  dnrins  the  next 
or  any  subsequent  session  of  Congrees  the  result  of 
their  investigation  to  either  or  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, with  such  recommendation  as  they  may  deeai 
expedient;  that  said  oommitteo  be  aatborixed  to 
employ  clerks  and  stenographers,  to  ait  daring  tJw 
recess,  and  to  send  for  persons  and  paoera,  to  Minin- 
ister  oaths  and  take  testimony,  and  to  visit  at  their 
discretion,  through  snb-eommittees,  any  portions  of 
said  States  during  the  reoess  of  Congress." 

I  understood  the  position  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  to  be  that  although  the  whole  committee 
was  chaiged  with  the  duty  of  inqniring  into  the 
condition  of  the  late  insurrectionary  Statesi 
and  although  for  this  nnrpose  the  whole  com* 
mitteewas  empower^  to  employ  clerks  and 
stenographersi  to  sit  during  the  recessy  to  send 
for  persons  and  papners,  to  administer  oaths 
and  take  testimony,  it  could  do  nothing  more 
through  a  sub- committee  than  to  yisit  ue  late 
insurrectionary  States ;  that  it  had  no  power 
to  take  testimony  through  any  euch  «ub-com- 
mittee. 

It  is  entirely  apparent,  Mr.  Preaident,  that 
the  whole  purpose  of  the  resolution  was  inquiry, 
so  Uiat  ^ts  might  be  ascertained  and  reported 
to  the  Senate  as  to  the  condition  of  the  hue 
insurrectionary  States.  If  the  language  had 
been  that  they  were  simply  authori^d  to  tfend 
a  sub-committe^,  that  a  snb-committee  might 
go  there,  then  there  might  be  room  for  the 
position  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  $  but 
It  is  not  a  sub-committee  that  is, authorised  to 
visit  the  late  insurrectionary  States,  bat  the 
whole  committee  is  authorised,  through  a  sub- 
committee, to  visit  the  insurrectionary  States. 
For  what  object,  if  not  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  whole  committee  was 
organised?  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
discretion  gruited  here  applies  to  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  whole  committee  should  go, 
or  whether  a  sub-committee  should  go  there. 
That  is  the  language. 

The  whole  committee  having  the  authority 
conferred  upon  them  to  do  this  specific  thing, 
to  ^ther  tiliese  facts,  are  Uien  authorised  '*  to 
visit  at  their  discretion  through  sub-committees 
any  portion  of  said  States  during  the  recess  of 
Congress."  It  is  entirely  apparent  that  the 
power  granted  here  was  either  that  the  whole 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


665 


committee  shoald  go  into  the  late  insarrection- 
ary  States  and  take  testimony  there,  or  at  their 
discretion  they  shoald  go  through  a  sub -com- 
mittee. The  purpose  is  the  same,  whether  the 
whole  committee  ^o  or  whether  a  sub  com- 
mittee ffo.  So  I  think  that  if  attention  is  once 
directed  to  the  intention  of  the  resolution  and 
to  the  powers  that  were  granted  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  that  intention  there  can  be  no 
question  that  the  only  thing  the  committee  were 
to  determine  was  whether  they  would  all  go 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  by  Congress,  or  whether  they 
would  send  a  sub-committee  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  those  duties.  This,  I  may  say, 
was  the  view  of  the  committee.  If  it  were 
proper  for  me  to  do  so,  I  could^  refer  to  the 
journal  of  the  committee,  in  which  that  idea 
is  frequently  thrown  out,  that  the  committee 
might  either  as  a  whole  visit  the  late  insur- 
rectionary States  and  take  testimony,  or  that 
they  might  send  a  sub-committee  for  that 
purpose.  * 

If,  then,  this  view  be  a  correct  one,  the  only 
other  question  that  can  arise  is  whether  a 
witness  was  properly  subpenaed.  I  do  not 
wish  at  this  stage  of  this  proceeding  to  antici- 
pate questions  which  perhaps  might  be  made 
with  reference  to  the  power  of  sub- committees 
to  subpena  witnesses ;  but.  as  I  have  already 
said,  the  power  given  to  tnis  committee  is  to 
be  exercised  in  its  discretion  either  by  the 
whole  committee  or  by  a  sub-committee,  and 
if  the  whole  committee  had  gone  to  South  Car- 
olina there  could  be  no  doubt  about  its  being 
authorized  to  issue  subpenas,  for  it  isexpresslpr 
authorized  to  summon  witnesses,  to  take  testa* 
mony,  and  administer  oaths ;  and  if  the  power 
be  granted  to  send  a  sub-committee,  then  i^l 
the  powers  necessary  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose go  with  the  sub-committee,  as  they  would 
nave  gone  with  the  whole  committee.  The 
subpena  is  issu^ ;  it  is  served.  There  is  no 
question  about  that  \  and  the  onlv  question  that 
we  have  before  us  is  whether  tne  attachment 
should  properly  issue  against  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses. Gist.  As  to  the  other  no  question  is 
made,  for  he  is  in  contempt  if  the  sub-commit- 
tee had  the  power  to  subpena  witnesses. 

Now,  as  to  Gist  himself,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  any  Senator  who  reads  the  affidavit  that 
was  read  when  this  question  was  up  before  the 
Senate  on  a  former  occasion  will  see  that  the 
whole  excuse  which  he  makes  is  a  pretext. 
He  alleges  that  he  was  in  the  town  where  the 
committee  was  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  being 
examined,  but  he  never  communicated  the 
fact  that  he  was  there  for  that  purpose  either 
to  the  chairman,  or,  so  far  as  I  have  any  inform- 
ation, to  any  member  of  the  committee.  He 
alleges  that  his  wife  was  sick,  but  he  was  there 
for  the  two  days,  and  if  he  was  desirous  of 
being  examined,  certainly  in  that  condition  of 
his  family  he  would  have  communicated  the 
fact  to  some  member  of  the  committee ;  but 
instead  of  communicating  that  fact,  his  pres- 
ence there  was  not  known,  certainly  was  not 
known  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
the  Sergeant-at- Arms  had  a  subpena  from  the 
time  the  committee  went  there  until  they  left 
there  for  the  purpose  of  serving  it  upon  him, 
and  he  could  not  be  found  until  late  in  the 
evening  of  the  day  when  the  committee  left 
that  place,  and  when  informed  that  he  was 
wanted  at  Columbia,  he  said  defiantly  that  he 
would  not  attend.  The  excuse  that  he  might 
be  imprisoned  when  he  went  to  Columbia  is 
of  itself  so  transparent  as  to  carnr  its  own 
refutation  with  it.  A  gentleman'  of  his  intel- 
ligence— for  I  may  say  here  that  he  is  either 
a  son  or  a  nephew,  I  am  not  certain  which,  of 
the  late  Governor  Gist,  of  South  Carolina — 
should  understand  perfectly  well  that  the  com- 
mittee had  no  power  to  imprison  anybody; 
that  was  beyond  their  power — he  seems  to 
understand  tnat  now  certainly — ^and  if  it  had 
been  his  desire,  as  I  have  already  said,  to  be 


examined,  that  desire  would  have  been  com- 
municated to  the  committee. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  having  laid  the  grounds 
upon  which,  as  I  think,  the  committee  acted 
properly  in  subpenaing  tne  witness — the  ground 
that  they  had  the  power  to  subpena  him ;  that 
we  believed  him. to  be  an  important  witness, 
and  desired  to  examine  him  ;  that  the  allega- 
tion which  he  throws  in  here  as  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  committee  is  a  mere  subterfuge 
and  aspersion  of  the  committee — I  leave  this 
Question  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate,  and  ask 
that  this  resolation  pass,  and  that  the  other 
one  of  a  similar  character,  upon  which  there 
was  a  motion  to  reconsider,  follow  it,  so  that 
this  business  may  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Before  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  takes  his  seat  I  desire  to 
ask  a  question  in  reference  to  the  return  of 
the  subpenas  in  these  cases,  which. affects  the 

Soint  of  these  witnesses  being  in  contempt.  I 
oubt  whether  the  sub-committee  bad  the 
power  to  issue  a  subpena  ;  but  assuming  that 
they. had,  I  wish  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  fact  that 
that  subpena  was  directed  to  John  R.  French. 
Now,  I  know  not  what  may  be  the  custom 
or  practice^  but  I  inquire  whether  there  was 
any  authority  for  the  delegjation  of  the  power 
conferred  on  the  Sereeant-at-Arms?  Accord- 
ing to  my  understanding  of  the  law,  a  man 
must  be  properly  subpenaed  before  he  can  be 
in  contempt.  The  sabpena  here  was  directed 
to  Mr.  French.  Mr.  French  attempts  to  dele- 
gate the  power  to  serve  that  subpena  upon  the 
witness,  and  I  appreheud  that  there  may  be  a 
question  as  to  his  right  and  authority  through 
a  deputy  to  make  the  service  ;  but  that  is  not 
thepoint  which  I  rose  to  make.^ 

The  question  which  I  raise  is  whether  the 
return  of  the  subpena  must  not  be  made  by 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  directed.  For  in- 
stance, take  the  case  of  the  sherifT  of  a  county 
to  whom  a  subpena  is  directed.  He  mav  serve 
it  through  his  deputy ;  he  may  serve  it  through 
any  constable  of  the  county,  or  through  any 
other  person ;  but  the  return  is  invariably  made 
by  the  sheriff  himself.  He  is  the  officer  of  the 
court.  I  apprehend  that  that  is  just  the  pre- 
dicament of  this  case,  unless  there  is  some 
special  authority  which  authorizes  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  to  delegate  the  power  to  and 
return  that  subpena. 

Mr.  SCOTf.  I  am  very  glad  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  has  propounded  this  question. 
As  I  have  already  said,  I  did  not  wish  to  an- 
ticipate any  questions  that  were  not  made  in 
the  case ;  but  my  attention  had  been  called  to 
the  very  point  which  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware j^ropounds.  In  1860  the  same  question 
arose  m  subpenaing  the  witnesses  whom  the 
Senate  desired  to  have  brought  before  its 
committee  to  investigate  the  occurrence  at 
Harper' s  Ferry,  in  Virginia.  At  that  time  one 
Frank  B.  Sanborn  was  subpenaed  in  Boston. 
The  sttbnena  was  directed  to  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  or  the  Senate,  and  he  deputized  in  that 
case,  as  the  present  Sergeant-at- Arms  did  in 
this  case,  a  deputy  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
the  subpena. ,  An  attachment  wal  issued  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  against  that 
witness  because  of  his  refusal  to  appear ;  and 
when  the  officer  charged  with  the  attachment 
had  him  in  custody,  one  of  (he  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  issued  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  for  the  body  of  Sanborn. 
He  was  taken  before  that  judge,  and  my 
recollection  is — it  is  some  time  since  I  read 
the  case — that  all  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Massachusetts  sat  witn  the  justice  who 
issued  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  upon  the  hear- 
ing, and  upon  that  hearing  that  court  decided 
that,  although  the  Sergeant- at*  Arms  to  whom 
the  attachment  was  directed  could  execute  it 
himself,  he  could  not  delegate  his  authority  to 
another,  but  must  execute  it  himself.  The  case 
is  reported  in  the  Law  Reporter ;  I  believe  I 


have  stated  substantially  the  outlines  of  it; 
but  when  the  case  came  back  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  question  was  considered ;  and  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  very  elaborate  report  made  by 
an  honored  predecessor  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  upon  this  floor,  Mr.  Bayard,  on  the 
7th  of  June.  1860,  to  the  Senate,  taking  the 
ground  which,  as  I  understand,  at  that  time 
was  sustained  in  the  Senate,  that  the  Sergeant- 
at- Arms  had  the  right  to  delegate  his  authority 
to  a  deputy;  that  the  deputy  had  the  right  to 
serve  the  subpena  or  to  serve  the  attachment ; 
so  that,  80  far  as  the  authority  of  this  body  is 
concerned,  it  has  been  decided  that  a  process, 
either  of  subpena  or  attachment,  issued  to  the 
Sergeant-at- Arms  may  be  served  by  a  deputy. 

Now,  the  point  which  the  Senator  from  Del* 
aware  makes  is  that  although  that  is  correct, 
yet  we  must  come  into  the  Senate  with  an 
analogous  return  to  that  of  a  sheriff  in  a  court. 
The  return  in  this  case  is  not  simply  the  return 
of  the  officer,  but  it  is  the  testimony  of  the 
deputy  sworn  and  taken  before  the  committee, 
and  that  is  returned  as  the  evidence  of  service. 
It  is  not  simply  the  return  of  an  officer  whose 
general  duty  it  is  to  execute  a  writ,  but  it  is 
the  affidavit  of  the  deputy  who  was  authorized 
by  the  Sergeant-at- Arms  to  execute  the  writ, 
so  that  it  is  a  higher  species  of  proof  of  service 
of  the  writ  than  the  simple  return  of  the 
Sergeant-at- Arms  would  be.  That  we  have 
before  us;  it  is  the  sworn  affidavit  of  the 
officer  who  executed  the  writ. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  The  Senator  is  a  good 
lawyer,  and  I  ask  him  whether,  where  a  sum- 
mons had  been  directed  to  a  sheriff  and  a 
deputy  made  an  affidavit  that  he  himself  had 
served  that  summons  upon  a  witness  or  upou 
a  defendant,  there  is  any  court  in'  the  United 
States  that  would  upon  such  a  return,  it  so 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  record,  issue  an 
attachment  for  contempt  if  the  party  had  not 
appeared? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  may  say  that  going  back  to 
my  recollection  of  the  practice  in  the  courts  it 
would  be  this:  that  although  the  deputation 
might  appear  on  the  face  of  the  writ,  and 
although  the  simple  return  would  be  by  the' 
deputy  that  he  had  served  the  writ,  the  ques- 
tion might  formally  be  made  whether  that  was 
the  return  of  the  sheriff.  Yet  if,  instead  of 
that,  the  court  calls  before  it  the  deputy  to 
whom  the  writ  was  issued  and  swears  him,  and 
he  swears  in  the  presence  of  the  court  that  he 
executed  the  writ,  there  is  no  court  in  Christen- 
dom that,  if  the  circumstances  justified  it,  would 
not  issue  an  attachment  for  such  a  witness. 

I  believe  there  are  one  or  two  cases  that  I 
now  remember  in  which  the  question  has  been 
raised  in  civil  cases  whether  the  simple  return 
of  a  deputy  is  sufficient  to  sustain  an  action 
against  the  sheriff  himself;  but  I  have  never 
heard  the  question  raise4  as  to  issuing  an 
attachment  against  a  Witness  whether  the 
sworn  testimony  of  the  officer  serving  the  sub- 
poena was  equivalent  to  the  simple  return  of 
the  officer  to  whom  it  was  directed,  I  think 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  if  he  reflects  a 
moment,  will  perceive  that  the  measure  of 
proof  to  the  court  whose  power  is  involved  is 
Higher  than  the  simple  return  of  the  officer, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Senator  will  stand  upon 
this  technical  question  of  whether  it  is  such 
proof  as  would  be  recognized  in  a  court  of 
record,  when  we  have  before  us  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  the  sworn  testimony  oi  the 
officer  who  made  the  service. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  in  regard 
to  the  point  raised  by  m^  colleague  in  this 
case,  I  think  he  is  plainly  right  that  the  return 
must  be  made  by  the  officer  qualified  in  law  to 
make  it.  He  may  make  it,  for  a  mere  minis- 
terial act,  through  a  deputy ;  but  the  return  of 
the  act  must  appear  as  the  return  of  the  officer 
authorized  by  law  to  make  service,  who  does 
it  through  the  means  which  the  law  permits 
him  to  use.     No  one,  I  think,  ever  heard 
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before  of  a  man  beioff  attached  for  contempt 
without  a  return  by  the  proper  officer  of  the 
circumstances  whicn  constitute  the  alleged  act 
of  contempt.  Whether  you  may  verify  that 
return  by  the  affidavit  of  a  ministerial  officer 
who  executed  the  writ  is  a  totally  different 
thing;  but  to  say  that  an  attachment  for  con- 
tempt can  issue  without  a  return,  and  simply 
on  au  affidavit,  is  something  that  I  think  my 
honorable  frieod  from  Pennsprlvania  would  be 
slow  to  aver  in  a  court  of  justice.  There  must 
be  a  return  first,  although  that  may  be  verified 
by  affidavit;  but  an  affidavit  without  a  return, 
I  think,  would  be  something  unusual. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  simply  wish  to  say  to  my 
friend  from  Delaware  that  he  will  remember 
the  subpena  itself  is  returned  with  the  accom- 
panying affidavit  of  the  deputy  who  served  it. 
It  is  not  the  case  of  coming  into  court  to  prove 
the  service  without  producing  the  writ ;  the  writ 
is  here  relumed,  not  with  a  technical  return 
upon  it  by  the  Sergeant- at- Arms,  but  with  the 
affidavit  of  the  officer  who  executed  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  What  the  Senator  is  pleased 
to  call  the  technical  return  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  is  the  only  return  that  can  be  called 
a  return  in  this  case.  But,  Mr.  President, 
although  I  think  the  point  of  my  colleague  is 
well  taken,  I  prefer  to  base  my  opposition  to 
this  resolution  upon  broader  grounds.  When 
this  resolution  first  came  before  the  Senate  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman] 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  as  I  consid- 
ered its  attention  for  the  first  time  had  been 
drawn  to  the  language  of  the  resolution  raising 
the  committee  and  the  question  whether  there 
was  under  that  resolution  authority  for  a  sub- 
committee to  take  testimony  and  exercise  the 
eame  po wens  that  the  committee  of  twenty-  one, 
the  joint  committee,  could  do  uponihat  subject. 
I  cannot  improve  upon  what  he  said  f  perhaps 
I  would  only  mar  his  argument  by  attempting 
to  restate  it.  I  do  think,  however,  it  was  a 
demonstration,  plainly  made  upon  a  critical 
examination  of  the  language  of  the  resolution, 
that  no  such  power  existed  in  the  sub-com- 
mittee at  all.  I  equally  believe  that  if  the 
power  had  been  asked  originally  by  the  sub- 
committee, the  language  of  the  resolution  would 
have  been  altered  so  as  to  give  it.  I  believe 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Senate  to  endow  the  sub-committees  with 
the  same  powers  as  the  general  committee  for 
the  purposes  of  investigation. 

We  have  seen  since  that,  in  the  case  of  an- 
other committee  on  which  I  have  been  placed, 
and  which  was  sent  to  New  York,  that  the 
language  giving  it  authority  to  go  there  to 
exercise  the  powers  intrusted  to  the  commit- 
tee in  Washington  was  expressly  adopted,  for 
cautionary  reasons,  by  SeuatoH  by  whom  this 
subject  had  been  considered.  The  motion  was 
made,  I  believe,  by  my  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania himself.  He  saw  that  there  was  a  ques- 
tion, and  perhaps  he  saw  that  there  was  much 
more  than  a  question ;  that  there  was  a  dis- 
tinct want  of  authority 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must 
ask  the  Senator  from  Delaware  to  pause.  The 
morning  hour  has  expired.  The  special  order 
for  to  day  is  the  amnesty  bill,  which  is  now 
before  theSenate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  believe  I 
had  the  floor  on  Friday  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  by  unanimous  consent  the  appor- 
tionment bill  was  to  be  acted  upon  on  Saturday 
and  disposed  of  at  four  o* clock  on  that  day. 
I  suppose,  in  order  to  carry  out  that  agree- 
ment, the  apnortioomcnt  bill  will  come  up  this 
morning  ana  the  amnesty  bill  will  go  over 
informally  until  to-morrow  morning.  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  latter  be  passed  over  inform- 
ally in  order  that  the  unanimous  agreement  of 
the  Senate  may  be  carried  out,  as  this  is  the 
next  legislative  day  after  Friday. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  Senator 


from  Vermont  states  that  the  understanding 
was  that  the  apportionment  bill  should  be 
taken  up  on  Saturday.  '*  Saturday,' '  however, 
does  not  occur  in  the  conversation  which  has 
been  reported,  and,  as  usual,  with  very  great 
accuracv  and  precision,  by  the  reporters  for 
the  Globe.  The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  Akthont]  was  in  the  chair  at  the  time, 
and  the  understanding  of  the  Senate,  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  was  that  the  vote  should  be 
taken  on  the  apportionment  bill  '^to-morrow 
at  four  o'clock,'^  and  this  is  the  legislative  *  ^  to- 
morrow" from  Friday,  as  there  was  no  session 
on  Saturday  and  of  course  none  upon  Sunday ; 
but  Senators,  as  they  understand  very  well,  are 
to  enforce  their  own  unanimous  agreements, 
and  the  amnesty  bill  bein^  the  special  order  is 
now  called  up  by  the  Presiding  Officer.  There 
is,  however,  the  parliamentary  understanding 
that  on  the  next  legislative  day  after  Friday 
last  the  vote  was  to  be  taken  on  the  apportion- 
ment bill  at  four  o'clock,  unless,  as  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Conkling]  suggested, 
the  debate  should  terminate  earlier.  The  only 
dissentient  from  that  was  the  Senator  from 
Texas,  [Mr.  Flinaoan,]  who  asked  that  the 
agreement  should  be  made  specifically  for 
Monday,  but  withdrew  his  objection  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  and 
agreed  with  the  ^ther  Senators  in  naming 
''  to-morrow,''  which  is  to-day,  the  parliament- 
ary **  to- morrow  "  from  Friday.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  has  asked  that 
the  amnesty  bill  be  postponed  informally,  and 
that  the  apportionment  bill  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  wish  to  antagonize 
measures,  but  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  who  is  entitled 
to  the  floor,  to  allow  me  for  one  moment  to 
call  attention  to  the  position  of  this  resolution, 
so  that  it  may  be  disposed  of  soon.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  when  it  was  up  before,  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  appealed  to  me  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  and 
his  colleague  on  the  committee,  could  both 
be  present.  I  did  postpone  it  for  that  reason. 
The  Senator  from  Delaware  is  now  present, 
and  informs  me  that  he  expects  to  be  taken 
from  here  by  duties  aseigned  him  by  the  Sen 
ate,  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and  I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  that  this  resolution  should 
not  be  in  the  way  of  other  business,  and  wish 
to  have  it  disposed  of. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  would  will- 
ingly consent  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  butl  do  not  consider  it 
fair,  as  some  of  the  Senators  were  disappointed 
in  not  havine  the  apportionment  bill  disposed 
of  on  Saturoay.  There  are  several  Senators 
who  desire  to  discuss  the  apportionment  bill, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more  than 
time  enough  left  for  that  discussion  between 
now  and  four  o'clock. 

ORDBR  OV  BUSINESS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  objects  to  passing  over  tbe 
amnesty  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Then  I  move 
to  lay  it  on«the  table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    I  desire  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  yield  to 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  As  to  the  arrangement  on 
Friday,  I  will  say  that  I  was  clearly  of  the  im- 
pression that  the  understanding  was  of  the 
character  which  seems  now, .  from  what  the 
Chair  has  said,  to  be  part  of  the  record  of  the 
Senate,  that  un  'Ho-morrow,^'  being  the  next 
business  day,  the  apportionment  bill  would 
be  considered.  I  then  moved  an  adjournment 
over  until  Monday  with  that  understanding.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Senate  acted  in  that  view. 
In  that  aspect  of  the  case,  I  trust  the  appor- 
tionment bill  may  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  ROBEimON.  I  wish  to  make  the 
statement  that  on  Thursday  last,  by  unanimous 


consent,  the  amnesty  bill  was  laid^  over  oatE 
one  o'clock  on  Monday.  That  time  having 
arrived,  I  insist  upon  its  being  taken  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  is  now  op. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  By  unanimous  consent 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  But  it  is  subject 
now  to  the  action  of  the  Senate.  There  are 
two  subjects  set  down  by  unanimous  conaoit 
for  to-day  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Sator- 
day's  session. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  to 
lay  the  pending  bill  on  the  table,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  objects  to  passing  it 
over.  It  would  go  over  informally  and  come 
up  to-morrow  as  a  matter  of  course;  but  if 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  objects,  I 
move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  allow  it  to  go  over 
informally.  I  think  that  would  be  the  best 
way  of  harmonizing. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  no  motion  is  to 
be  made  this  morning  to  violate  another  unan- 
imous consent.  The  Chair  read  but  a  pari  of 
what  occurred  on  Friday.  I  consider  it  dae 
to  myself,  in  consequence  of  what  occurred 
Friday  last,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
for  a  moment  to  the  facts.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  had  asked  to  have 
the  apportionment  bill  go  over  till  the  next 
day  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  him  to  submit 
some  remarks  upon  it  That  we  may  know 
exactly  what  occurred,  I  will  read  from  tlie 
Globe  afler  that  suggestion  was  made : 

"Mr.  Trumbull.  I  feel  embarrassed  by  the  a^ 
peal  of  the  Senator  from  VermonL  I  think  it  b 
asking  a  irreatdeal  of  the  Senate,  on  a  bill  of  tkif 
kind  to  insist  on  its  Koins  over;  batlaabmii  thu, 
by  bia  permission :  if  the  Senate  will  a«ree  to  take 
the  vote  at  some  hour  to-morrow,  let  the  bill  then 
go  over  antil  to-morrow,  and  lot  xu  take  the  rote  at 
some  hour  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  and  let  it  be 
understood  that  we  will  take  the  vote  to-morrow, 
and  dispose  of  it.  I  suggest  that  wo  take  the  roU 
to-morrow  at  four  o'clock. 

"  Mr.  Raksby.    Say  Monday  at  fear  o'clock. 

**  Mr.  Tbumbull.  No  :  the  hill  ought  to  paai  this 
week.  If  there  be  no  objection  I  saggett  that  wc 
proceed  to  vote  oh  the  bill  and  amendments  at  fcnr 
o'elook  to-morrow. 

**  Mr.  EoxuKos.    Say  five. 

"  Several  Sei^tobs.    Say  three  o'clock. 

**Mr.  Trumbull.  Four  o'clock,  unices  wo  get 
through  with  the  difiousaioa  earlier. 

"  The  Pbesiding  Officeb.  The  Senator  £rom  Illi- 
nois proposes  that  by  unanimous  consent  it  shall  be 
agreed  to  commence  voting  an  the  amendments  to 
this  bill  to-morrow  at  four  o'clock." 

Some  other  soggestions  were  then  made, 
and  an  objection  interposed.  Paagiag  over 
those  suggestions  and  objection,  the  Presiding 
Officer-then  says : 

"The  objection  is  withdrawn.  It  is  then  ordored 
that  at  four  o'clock  to-morrow  the  Senate  will  eom- 
monce  voting  upon  the  amendments  to  this  bill 
without  further  debate." 

The  Chair  will  see  that  the  question  did 
arise  as  to  Saturday.  It  was  mentioned,  and 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Ramskt,] 
while  this  conversation  was  takine  place, 
objected  to  fixing  Saturday,  and  auced  that 
the  bill  should  go  over  until  Monday.  Hiat, 
however,  was  yielded,  and  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  was  obtained  to  proceed 
with  the  bill  the  next  day. 

Having  had  charge  of  the  apportionment 

bill,  and  spoken  somewhat  at  length  upon  it 

in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  afler  remaining  in 

my  seat  between  four  and  five  hours,  I  left  the 

Senate  Chamber.   Subsequently,  the  following 

final  report  of  its  proceedings  appears  in  the 

Globe : 

**Mr.  Kamsrt.    I  move  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to." 

That  appears  to  have  been  the  last  action 
taken  in  this  body  in  open  session  dnring  that 
day  of  Friday.  Among  honorable  men  I 
know  of  no  more  disreputable  act  than  a 
breach  of  faith.  It  is  due  to  the  Senate,  how* 
ever,  that  I  should  say,  inasmuch  as  its  char- 
acter for  honor  and  oourtesy  is  affected  by  this 
transaction,  that  I  have  been  informed  that 
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the  motion  was  made  and  agreed  to  in  the  con- 
fusion of  the  closing  moments  of  the  session , 
and  afler  most  of  tne  members  had  left  the 
Chamber. 

I  have  no  farther  comment  to  make  upon 
this  subject,  but  to  call  attention  to  it  as  I  have. 
And  DOW,  Mr.  President,  I  trust,  under  a 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  given  on 
Thursday  last,  that  the  amnesty  biU  sbonld 
come  up  to-day,  no  such  motion  will  be  made 
as  to  lay  it  on  the  table  in  violation  of  that 
unanimous  consent ;  and  while  I  state  that,  my 
anxiety  for  the  passage  of  the  apportionment 
bill  is  such — and  I  think  the  public  interests 
require  that  it  should  be  passed  at  an  early 
day — that  I  hope  there  will  be  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  I  appeal  to  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina  to  give  it — not  let  us  vote  to  lay  on 
the  table  the  agreement  we  have  made,  but  let 
us  by  unanimous  consent  go  on  and  finish  the 
apportionment  bill  to-day  and  take  up  the 
amnesty  bill  to-morrow.  I  think  that  will  be 
the  better  wav.  I  should  be  very  sorrjr  to  see 
a  motion  made  to  lay  on  the  table  a  bill  that 
every  Senator  had  pledsed  his  honor  should 
come  up  to-day  at  one  a  clock  and  be  consid- 
ered* 

.  Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  mean  that  there 
was  an  agreement  that  the  amnesty  bill  should 
be  considered  to-day  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  was  a  unanimous 
agreement  of  this  body  that  the  amnesty  bill 
should  come  up  at  one  o'clock  to-day,  and 
therefore  1  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  South 
CaroKna,  because  I  do  not  want  to  vote  for  a 
motion  to  lay  that  unanimous  consent  on  the 
table 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  told  there  was  no 
such  agreement.    I  was  not  here. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understood  there  was 
an  agreement  that  the.  amnesty  bill  should 
come  up  to-day  at  one  o'clock,  but  no  vote 
should  be  taken  on  it  before  to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  concluded,  the  Chair  desires 
to  call  attention  to  one  remark  of  his  impugn- 
ing the  statement  of  the  Chair.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  Chair  to  state  this  to  the  Senate,  for  if 
they  cannot  credit  the  statements  made  from 
the  Chair  this  officer  should  not  occupy  his 
position  any  longer. 

The  present  occupant  of  the  chair  was  not 
in  the  Senate  when  this  agreement  was  made, 
being  absent  in  another  city,  but  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Antuoxt]  was  occu- 
pyine  the  chair.  Ue  therefore  took,  as  he 
stated  in  his  remarks,  the  official  statement  in 
the  Globe,  made  by  reporters  whose  accuracy 
is  well  knowUf  and  stated  then  that  in  the 
agreements  which  were  made  on  Friday  there 
was  no  statement  in  regard  to  Saturday,  but 
that  the  agreements  proposed  and  accepted  by 
the  Senate  referred  to  '^to-morrow,''  and  that 
the  parliamentary '* to-morrow"  from  Friday 
last  was  this  very  day  on  which  we  are  sitting, 
and  that  therefore  the  Senate  found  itself  m 
this  dilemma :  of  having,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent,  assigned  two  important  bills,  both  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  the  Senate  and  the 
country,  for  this  day. 

The  Senator  from  iUinpia  in  hi»  response 
states  that  the  Chair  is  incorrect,  as  he  will 
find,  he  says,  that  Saturdav  was  menUoned, 
While  the  Senator  was  on  his  feet  the  Cbair 
again  looked  over  the  record  of  the  interlocu- 
tory debate,  and  he  fitgain  repeats  what  he 
stated  before,  that  the  word  **  Saturday  "  is  not 
nsed;  it  is  the  term  *' to- morrow"  that  is 
used;  and  the  Chair  stated,  as  the  Senator 
will  remember,  that  one  Senator,  referiing  to 
the  termination  of  the  interlocutory  debate, 
the  Senator  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Flaxaoak,]  sug- 
gested Monday  specifically,  which  suggestion 
was  withdrawn  at  the  instance  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois.  Then  the  Senate  all  concurred 
in  ajneeing  that  ''  to-morrow  al  four  o* clock 
the  final  vole  should  be  taken,  if  the  debate 


was  not  exhausted  sooner."  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Ramsey,]  it  is  true,  in  a 
previous  portion  of  the  debate,  as  stated  by 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  did  also  suggest 
Monday;  but  the  word  ** Saturday,"  unless 
the  eyes  of  the  Chair  deceive  him,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  this  record  pf  the  debate.  The  spe- 
cific understanding  at  the  close,  repeated  with 
precision  by  the  officer  occupying  the  chair, 
was  this : 

"  The  Pbesiding  OrriciB.  The  oUeotion  is  with- 
drawn. It  is  then  ordered  that  at  four  o'clock  to- 
morrow the  Senate  will  commence  votins  upon  the 
amendments  to  this  bill  withtmt  further  debate. 

**  Mr.  CoMKUNG.  Unless  the  debate  exhausts  itself 
sooner. 

The  Presioinq  Oppioer.   Certainly." 

The  Chair  now,  in  order  to  vindicate  his 
accuracy,  which  he  thinks  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  did  not  intend  intentionally   to  im- 

Kugn,  but  which,  he  will  perceive,  he  did  by 
is  language  as  reported,  will  read  what  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  stated : 

**The  PassiDiiro  Opfiokr.  The  Senator  from 
Texas  moves  that  the  Seaate  prooeed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  ezttcntive  business. 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.    I  hope  not. 

"  The  motion  was  not  agreed  to." 

"Mr.  Shbbman.  Lot  us  have  a  vote  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  That  will 
be  a  test  question. 

"  Mr.  Trumbull.   That  wiU >e  a  test  question."  « 

The  Chair  is  attempting  now  to  ^uote  the 
language  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  during 
this  interiocutory  debate.  In  reply  to  the 
Senator  A-om  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morbiu«  :] 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.  I  feel  embarrassed  by  the  ap- 
peal of  the  Senater  fren  Vermont  I  think  it  is 
asking  a  great  deal  of  the  Senate,  on  a  bill  of  this 
kind  to  insist  on  its  going  over ;  out  I  submit  this, 
by  his  permission :  if  the  Senate  will  agree  to  take 
the  vote  at  some  hour  to-morrow,  lot  the  bill  then 
go  over  until  to-morrow  and  let  us  take  the  vote  at 
some  hour  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  and  let  it  be 
understood  that  we  will  take  the  vote  to-morrow, 
and  dispese  of  it.  I  suggest  that  wo  take  the  vote 
to-morrow  at  four  o'clock. 

**  Mr.  Ramsey.    Say  Monday  at  four  o'clock. 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.  Ko  ;  the  bill  ought  to  pass  this 
week.  If  there  be  no  ehjeotion  I  suggest  that  we 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  bill  and  amendments  at  four 
o'clock  to-morrow." 

Subsequently  the  Presiding  Officer  stated 
this : 

**  The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois proposes  that  by  unanimous  consent  it  shall  be 
agreed  to  commence  voting  on  the  amendments  to 
tiiis  bill  to-morrow  atfour  o'clock. 

•*  Several  Senators.    Say  three  o'clock. 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.  Three  o'oloek  would  suit  me. 
but  my  friead  before  me  [Mr.  JBoMUirM]  wants  it 
fixed  for  four  o'clock. 

"Several  Senators.    Say  four. 

"  The  Prrsidino  Ofpicbb.  Is  there  any  objeotioa 
to  that  understanding?   VHoV]   The  Chair  hears 


none. 

"Mr.  Flanagan. 
'NoI'J 

•Mr. 


I  suggest    Monday.    [*NoI' 


Hill.    The  Senator  will  remember  that  the 

amnesty  bill  was  set  down  for  Monday. 

**  The  Prbsiding  Officer.  Is  there  any  objection 
to  the  proposition  7    [LNo  I'  '  No  I'J 

*'  Mr.  Trumbull,    what  is  the  proposttion  7 

"  The  Presiding  Officer.  To  commence  voting 
on  the  bill  to-morrow  at  four  o'clock. 

**  Mr.  Trumbull.  I  hope  there  wiU  be  no  ohiec- 
tion. 

*'  Mr.  f  lanaoav.  There  is  objection,  because  I 
suggest  Monday." 

•         •••••  • 

**Mr.  Trumbull.  If  the  Senator  fh>m  Texas 
objeets,  weoaoaot  fix  it.  Then  the  oply  way  I  know 
is  to  go  on.  I  must  insist  upon  going  on  with  the 
bill  if  the  Senator  from  Texas  objects  to  the  arrange- 
ment for  voting  to-morrow. 

"Mr.  Flanagan.  Well,  I  withdraw  the  obiec- 
tion." 

The  Chair,  stated  in  alluding  to  this  sub- 
ject—<and  this  is  sustained  by  decisions  re- 
peatedly made  in  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons-^that  '^o-morrow''  means  the  next  legis- 
lative day.  In  fact,  there  is  no  dissent  from 
this  ruling,  as  the  Chair  examined  the  subject 
some  time  since.  It  would  be  the  parliament- 
ary 'Uo- morrow"  if  the  Senate  had  adjourned 
from  Thursday  over  ustil  Monday.  As  the 
Senator  has  spoken  of  this  as  a  **  breach  of 
faith,"  the  Chair  must  also  remind  the  Senate 
that  special  orders  are  often  made  by  unani- 
mous consent.    The  bill  of  the  Senator  from 


New  York  [Mr.  Fenton]  in  r^ard  to  the 
customs  was  made  the  special  order  for  the 
8th  of  January,  and  has  not  yet  been  reached ; 
but  the  amnesty  bill  was  made  the  special 
order  for  this  day  precisely,  and  is  now  before 
the  Senate,  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
claims  the  floor  upon  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  have  no  contro- 
versy with  the  Chair  as  to  a  matter  of  fact, 
and  I  am  sorry  that  the  Chair  should  have  felt 
it  its  duty  tonubmitthe  remarks  upon  the  sub- 
ject which  it  has.  I  understand  that  'to- 
morrow" in  the  ordinary  acceptation  means 
the  next  legislative  day,  but  I  understand  that 
that  is  in  the  absence  of  any  understanding  in 
the  record  to  the  contrary ;  it  is  an  inference  ; 
but  when  there  is  an  understanding  in  the 
record  to  the  contrary,  I  do  not  suppose  that 
*Ho-morrow"  does  mean  the  next  legislative 
day.    Let  me  read  from  the  record: 

'*  I  suggest  that  we  take  the  vote  to-morrow  atfour 
o'clock. 

"  Mr.  Ramsey.    Say  Monday  at  four  o'clock. 

**  Mr.  Tbuvbull.  Ko ;  the  bill  ought  to  pass  this 
week." 

Is  it  conceivable  when  this  language  occurs 

that  that  meant  Monday  ?    Could  that  mean 

any  other  time  but  Saturday,  when  Monday 

was  objected  to,  and  it  was  said  that  *'  the  bill 

ought  to  pass  this  week;"  and  what  (bllowed 

afWrward  7 

**  Mr.  Flanaoa V.    I  suggest  M9Bday. " 

Several  Senators  said  *  *  No, "  ' « No. " 

**Mr.  Tbumbull.  If  the  Senator  from  Texas 
objects,  we  cannot  fix  it." 

When  did  Mr.  Trumbull  ask  to  fix  it? 

"This  week."      The  T^y  controversy  was 

between  Monday  and  Saturday.     The  word 

"Saturday"  is  not  used.     Is  it  necessary  to 

use  the  word  "  Saturday"  when  you  say  "  this 

week"  on  Friday?    The  fhot  that  the  word 

"Saturday"  is  not  there  does  not  change  it, 

and  I  venture  to  say  nobody  in  the  Senate 

understood  it  differently  than  Saturday  afUr 

that  conversation. 

**If  the  Senator  from  Texas  ohieots,  we  eannot 
fix  it." 

What  was  his  objection?  His  objection 
was  to  having  it  fixed  for  to-morrow;  he 
wanted  it  to  go  over  until  Monday. 

I  proceeded : 

**  Then  the  only  way  I  know  is  to  ^  on.  I  must 
insist  upon  going  on  with  the  bill  if  the  Senator 
from  Texas  objects  to  the  arrangement  for  voting 
to-morrow." 

And  what  was  that?  "This  week,^*  as  I 
h&d  previously  stated,  that  tho  bill  should  be 
finished.  And  thereupon  the  Senator  from 
Texas  withdrew  his  objection,  which  was  to 
have  it  go  over  until  Monday,  whereupon  the 
Presiding  Officer  announced  tnat  it  was  fixed 
for  to-morrow,  and  that  "to-morrow"  is  to 
be  taken  in  connection  with  what  previously 
occurred. 

I  leave  the  record  to  an  intelligent  public  to 
determine  whether  I  have  misstated  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  But  the  Chair 
must  repeat  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  did 
in  his  previous  remarks  state  that  the  word 
"  Saturday"  was  used,  and^  if  it  was  used,  then 
the  Chair  stated  what  was  mcorrect. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  I  did. state  in- 
advertently that  the  word  "  Saturday  "  had 
been  used.  I  supposed  that  the  worid  itself 
was  used ;  but  the  debate  is  just  as  definite  as 
if  it  had  been. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HILL.  WiU  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont  allow  me  to  make  one  remark  7 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator  yield? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  there  is 
to  be  any  further  debate  I  must  insist  on  my 
^notion. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  the  Senator  wiU 
allow  me  one  word  I  think  he  will  yield. 
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Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Certainly  I 
yield  to  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  With  doe  deference 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
I  will  yield  to-day,  and  I  ask  nnanimooa  con- 
sent that  the  vote  be  taken  on  tbe^amnesty 
bill  and  all  pending  amendments  to  it  at  three 
o* clock  to- morrow. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  object  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edicunos]*  in  bis  seat 
objects  to  the  latter  part  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  shall  have  tb 
object  to  this. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Then  I  move 
to  lay  the  amnesty  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  in- 
dulge me  in  a  question  before  the  motion  is 
put. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  rise  to  ask  a  question 
for  information.  I  have  heard  it  said — my 
recollection  is  the  reverse — that  there  was 
unanimous  consent  that  the  amnesty  bill 
should  stand  for  some  purpose  to- day.  I  want 
to  know  whether  I  am  ri^ht  in  supposing  that 
the  motion  was  to  make  it  a  special  order  for 
to-day,  and  that.that  motion  prevailed  7 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  waa. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  By  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  But  the  motion  was  to 
make  it  a  special  order  for  to-day. 

The  YICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was,  which 
motion  prevailed  without  dissent,  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  stated  at  the  same  time 
that  making  it  a  special  order  would  not  give 
it  any  advantage,  and  that  it  would  be  very 
likely  to  be  crowded  out  by  the  unfinished 
business. 

Mr.  WILSON.    Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  has  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  is  not  debatable  as  he  insists  on 
the  motion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  with- 
draw it  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  No,  sir;  I 
shall  withdraw  it  for  no  one  except  the  Sen- 
ator fiiom  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Ramsey.  1  As  he 
made  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  on  Friday,  I 
shall  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  only  this  to  say  in 
regard  to  that  motion :  I  acted  under  the  general 
impression  of  the  Senate  that  *' to-morrow'' 
meant  the  next  business  dajr,  and  I  supposed 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  simply  desired  to 
secure  preference  for  the  bill  he  then  had  in 
charge ;  and  acting  under  that  impression,  I 
moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn  until  Monday, 
supposing  he  had  secured  that  object,  and  the 
Senate  very  well  understood  it.  There  was 
not  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  but  there  was  a  vote 
token  on  the  motion,  and  it  was  almost  unani- 
mous in  favor  of  it.  There  were  but  three  or 
four  votes  on  the  other  side. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  now  yield  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  7 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  insist  on 
my  motion. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  t  ask  my  friend  from 
Vermont  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  single 
moment  until  I  can  make  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  VermonU  We  have 
already  wasted  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  want  to  make 
a  speech. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  have  already 
said  that  I  could  not  vield. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  declines  to  yield,  and  the  Chair  must 
therefore  submit  the  question  on  his  motion 


that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  it  not  being 
debatable  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  On  that  motion  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  26,  nays  81 ;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Caldwell,  Car- 
penter, Clayton,  Cole.  Conkling.  Corbett,  Edmunds, 
Penton,  Ferry  of  MiobigaD,  FrelinthuyBen,  Gilbert. 
Uamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin.  Harlan,  MorriJl  of 
Vermont.  Nye,  Osborn.  Patterson.  Pomeroy.  Ram- 
sey. Scott,  Bherman,  Windom.  and  Wrisht-'25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  filair.  Boreman,  Casserly, 
Davis  of  Kentucky,  J>a7ls  of  West  Virginia,  Gbld- 
thwaite,  Hamilton  of^aryland.  Hill,  Hitchcock, 
Johnston.  Kellogg,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Norwood,  Pool, 
Robertson*  Saulsoury,  Sawyer.  8cb on.  Spencer, 
Spragne,  bteyenson,  Stewart,  Stockton.  Sumner, 
Thurman.  Tipton.  Trumbull,  West,  and  Wilson— 31. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Brownlow,  Backing- 
ham,  Cameron.  Chandler  J[?ooper,  Cragin.  Ferry  of 
Connecticut,  Flanagan.  Howe,  Logan,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morton.  Pratt,  Rioe,  and  Vickera— 16. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amnesty  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  380)  remains  before  the  Senate, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Robebt- 
SON,]  to  postpone  it,  and  take  up  House  bill 
No.  1050,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  now  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  to  let  the  amnesty 
llill  go  over  nntil  to-morrow,  occupying  the 
same  position  as  it  would  if  taken  up  to-day, 
and  let  us  go  on  with  the  apportionment  bill. 
There  is  great  anxiety  to  dispose  of  that  bilL 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  1  consentwitb  theunde^ 
standing  that  the  amnesty  bill  be  taken  up  as 
soon  as  the  apportionment  bill  is  finished,  so 
as  to  be  the  nnnnished  business. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  unanimous  consent 
asked  for  anything? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  object.  It  is  use- 
less to  have  any  unanimous  consents  here. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move,  then,  that  the  am- 
nesty bill  be  assigned  for  to-morrow  at  one 
o'clock,  with  the  understanding  that  the  vote 
shall  not  be  taken  to  morrow  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  that  it  shall  go  over  until  the  day 
aficr,  so  as  to  put  it  just  where  it  was. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  moUon  is 
in  order.  The  bill  is  now  a  special  order  and 
will  retain  its  speciality,  to  whatever  time  it 
may  be  postponed,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  will  require  unanimous  consent  to  fix  a 
time  for  taking  the  vote,  llie  motion  to  post- 
pone requires  only  a  m^ority  vote ;  and,  if 
postponed,  the  bill  still  retains  its  charaoler 
as  a  special  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Do  I  understand  that 
it  will  ooou|>y  the  same  position  to-morrow 
that  it  occupies  to-day,  if  we  now  postpone  it 
until  to* morrow? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  wUl.  By  the 
strict  rule  the  Chair  will  state  that  the  cus- 
todsa  bilL  having  been  made  the  special  order 
at  an  earlier  time,  would  be  first  in  order  if  the 
Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fkkton]  de- 
manded that  it  should  be  called  up ;  but  as  it 
was  not  so  understood  the  Chair  aid  not  him- 
self call  it  up,  but  called  up  the  amnesty  bill 
and  the  apportionment  bill  as  the  two  bills 
specially  assigned  by  the  Senate  apparently 
for  to-day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  understand  that 
if  it  is  now  moved  that  the  amnesty  bill  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock  and 
that  motion  prevails,  it  will  to-morrow  be 
called  up,  having  the  same  rights  that  it  would 
have  to- day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
call  it  op  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TOUMBULL.  Then  I  suggest  to  my 
fHend  from  South  Carolina  to  allow  that 
motion  to  be  made,  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
nntil  to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT^  Unless  the  Sen- 
ate adjottm  npon  something  else  to-night,  if 


that  motion  prevails  the  amnesty  bill  will  be 
the  special  order  to-morrow;  bntifaojnofii- 
ished  business  be  lefl  to-day  it  will  hare  priority 
of  course. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  can  guard  ag&iim 
that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Seottor 
fVom  Massachusetts  mofes  that  the  aonestj 
bill,  which  is  now  the  special  order,  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow  at  one  o*clock. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  inquire  what  will  be  tbe  elect, 
in  case  we  give  way  to  the  apportionment  bill, 
if  that  bill  should  not  be  disposed  of  before 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  remiin 
the  unfinished  business  if  the  Seoate  sbotid 
adjourn  on  it  to-night.  If  they  do  Dot  compij 
with  the  understanding  that  the  ? ote  be  tikea 
at  four  o'clock :  that  is,  if  they  shoold  adjonro 
at  half  past  three,  or  should  adjoam  in  ibe 
midst  of  taking  the  vote,  it  would  be  the  qdHa- 
ished  business,  and  would  come  op  at  ooe 
o'clock  to  morrow.  The  uafinished  bosroea 
pending  to-night  has  precedence  to-moirot 
over  special  orders  Ibr  that  day. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  pending  motio*  is 
a  motion  to  postpone  one  amnesty  bill  Nov, 
if  we  postpone  the  whole  subject  notii  ooe 
o'clock  to-morrow,  what  is  then  the  Bnt  qoei- 
tion? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  to  postpooe 
and  take  up — to  postpone  all  orders  and  tib 
up  the  other  amnesty  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  So  that  the  thing  not 
to  be  postponed  is  the  motion  to  posipone? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  ihe  bill  md 
the  motion  which  appertains  to  it.  All  t9 
postponed  together. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  rise  to  suggest wbether 
it  would  not  be  better  by  dommon  eposent  to 
pass  over  the  amnesty  bill  infonnally  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  apportionment  bill? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objected  to  that.  . 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  beg  pardon  of  theCUir. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  objected  most 
peremptorily  and  against  the  appeals  of  hu 
friends  to  it ;  1  had  not  the  least  objection. 
Then  my  colleague  moved  to  lay  that  bill  oj 
the  table.  Now,  the  Senate  having  rslosefl 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  declined,  therefore, 
to  do  that,  I  object  to  any  other  course  Vm 
the  parliamentary  one  being  taken. 

The  VICE  PRESIDBNr.  TheCbsjrW 
not  name  all  the  objections.  He  named  we 
latter  one,  which  he  supposed  was  the  objec- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  flowerer, 
he  will  qualify  it  as  noW  stated  by  Ae  Senator, 
that  other  objections  were  made;  d^^  J!*^^, 
ator  from  Vermont  made  the  latest  oluecuo^ 

against  the  amnesty  bill  being  V^y^^\^^f 
formally.  Doeshe  withdraw  that objectioo  now  ^ 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     No,  sir.  ^,      .      ,. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Theiefort^  _^J 

?iuestion  recurs  on  the  motion  of  ihJJ »» 
rom  Massaohusettai  [Mr.  Wilsos,]  whicfl" 
to  postpone  the  further  coueideraUoa  oi  *" 
amnesty  bill  until  to-morrov. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MMSAGB  VROS  TBI  UOOSI- 

A  message  from  the  fioose  of^Bepre8«n|«J 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  w«^°T 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  foVowineW^^ 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  oi 
Senate  *  *• 

A  biil  (H.  R.  No.  mo)  makiiiiftgTO 
lions  for  the  legislative,  ^xecntltih^^F^'^^, 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  ^"^^^..-od 
ing  June  80, 1878.  and  for  oihet p^rpo^^'^^. 

i  bill  (H.  R.  No.  ion]  makfcj  JPJ^^PJ* 
dons  for  the  payment  of  invaha  an 
pensions  of  the  United  States  tot  u»c  ; 
ending  June  80,  1873. 

The    mesiage  abo  annoooced  t»w 
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Speaker  of  the  Hoaae  had  eigaed  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  billB;  and  tbej  were  thereupon 
signed  bj  the  Vice  President : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  390}  graotiag  a  pension  to 
Sarah  Evans : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  434)  to  establish  certain 
post  routes  in  the  State  of  Indiana ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1061)  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  duplicate  checks  of  disbursing 
officers. 

CORPORATION  INCOMK  TAX. 

Mr.  SCOTT  snbtnitted  an  amendroeat  in- 
tended to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (S. 
No.  862)  declaratory  of  an  aot  entitled  ''An 
met  to  reduce  internal  taices,  and  for  other 
porpoaes,'*  approved  July  14,  1870;  which 
was  received  informally,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HOfJSB  BILUI  RBVBtfRBO. 

_  • 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060)  making  ftppropri* 
ations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  ana  judi- 
cial expenses  of  the  Qovernment  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1873,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses^ and 

^  A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1071)  making  appropria- 
tioni  for  the  payment  of  invalid  and  other 
pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1873. 

APPORTIONMSST  Or  RBP&KSBNTATION. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  X  now  move 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  apportionment  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  243]  for 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  ninth  census,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, at  the  conclusion  of  my  remarks  I  shall 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  first  section  of 
the  House  bill  which  will  give  the  same  ratio 
as  proposed  in  the  paper  printed  bv  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  with  their, reported  substitute 
for  the  House  bill,  marked  '*  D.'^  X  mention 
tliis  so  that  Senators  may  be  able  to  look  at 
the  paper  and  examine  it  for  themselves.  Xt 
will  be  seen  that  this  will  add  a  Representa- 
tive to  several  additional  States :  to  the  IState 
of  PenosylvAnia,  one :  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
one  i  to  the  State  or  Tonneasee,  one ;  to  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  one;  to  the  State 
of  Florida,  pne;  and  to  the  dtate  of  Vermont, 
one;  and  under  the  computation  used  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  taking  the  whole  num- 
ber at  two  hundred  and  nmety,  it  will  have 
the  effect  of  giving  every  State  at  least  as 
many  Representatives  as  it  now  has,  and  it 
will  add  a  few  more  to  some  of  the  States 
which  X  have  mentioned,  and  increase  the 
number  fixed  in  the  House  bill  by  nine. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  There  is  so  much  con- 
fusion that  X  did  not  catch  the  statement  of  the 
Seaatory  and  X  should  thank  him  if  he  would 
repeat  it.  He  names  certain  States,  and  says 
that  to  eac^  tber««  will  be  one  member  added. 
Is  that  in  addition  to  the  number  now  in  the 
House  bill? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Yes,  sir; 
taking  as  A  basis  the  aggregate  number  of  two 
hundied  and  ninety  and  adding  for  fractions. 
It  will  give,  however,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  as  the  total  number  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

I  am  not  unmindful,  Mr.  President,  thatitis 
already  apparent  that  the  Senate  may  have 
reached  a  condnsion  upon  the  bill  before  us, 
and  X  shall,  therefore,  consume  as  little  time 
as  possible  in  the  discussion  of  the  questions 
involved,  and  no  more  than  may  be  necessary 


to  exhibit  a  few  of  its  enormities.  The  delay 
accorded  will  not  have  lengthened  my  speech. 
The  exigencies  which  demand  early  action,  X 
fear,  are  forcine  ns  to  accept  of  some  gross 
improprieties.  1  cannot  believe,  however,  that 
the  votes  of  seventeen  States  to  which  extra 
representation  has  been  accorded  by  the  Hoose 
bill,  will  at  last  be  found  to  block  the  way  of 
all  amendments.  X  cannot  believe  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate,  where  Republicans  largely 
predominate,  will  sanction  anything  less  than 
a  full  ^od  complete  observance  of  all  consti- 
tutional requirementa. 

The  substitute  reported  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee  contains  some  features  which  com- 
mend it  to  my  judgment.  It  observes  all  con- 
stitutional requirements,  which  the  House  bill 
does  not.  I  carefully  listened  to  the  interest- 
ing opening  speech  of  the  distinguished  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Trumbull;]  bat 
whether  he  opened  for  the  House  bill  or  the 
substitute,  X  should  not  have  known  had  he 
not  said  he  spoke  as  the  organ  of  the  com- 
mittee. X  admit  his  perfect  fairness,  however, 
as  he  appears  to  be  contented  with  either 
proposition,  provided  he  can  get  rid  of  the 
other  promptly.  But  I  think,  as  the  chairman 
has  nearly  or  quite  abandoned  the  measure  of 
his  committee,  only  proposing  to  vote  for  it 
himself,  without  asking  anybody  else  to  so  vote', 
that  it  would  be  a  useless  waste  of  time  to  scan 
its  merits  or  demerits.  Something  else  ipust 
be  sought  for  greater  favor. 

The  subject  of  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion, touching  the  interest  and  pride  of  every 
State,  always  complex,  and  growing  more  so 
by  the  growth  of  our  population,  the  expansion 
of  our  territory,  and  the  rapid  birth  of  new 
interests  and  new  States,  cannot  now  be,  as  it 
never  has  been,  properly  and  fairly  settled 
without  the  most  careful  and  mature  delibera- 
tion. From  the  foundation  of  the  Government 
it  has  been  one  of  difficult  adjustment.  At  the 
outset  the  difficulty  was  accommodated  by 
allowing  slaves  to  figure  in  the  double  attitude 
of  property  and  persons,  the  deduction  of  two 
fifibs  when  counted  as  persons  being  compen- 
sated by  an  equal  deduction  when  estimated 
for  taxes,  and  in  addition  by  yielding  for  the 
time,  or  for  five  vears,  an  excess  of  represent- 
ation to  the  southern  States,  then  expected  to 
increase  in  population  much  more  rapidly  than 
any  other  States,  and  this  increase  was  to  be 
taken  care  of  in  the  enumeration  provided  for 
at  an  early  day.  The  very  first  Congress  pro- 
posed aa  its  first  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion a  complicated  article  by  which  the  aggre- 
gate number  was  not  to  be  less  than  a  given 
number,  nor  more  than  one  Representative  for 
so  many  thousand  persons,  but  this  article  was 
not  ratified  by  the  requisite  number  of  States. 

While  the  apportionment  bill  after  the  census 
of  1790  was  uuder  consideration  by  Washing- 
ton, he  was  urged  by  Jefferson,  in  a  very  elab- 
orate argument,  to  veto  the  bill,  though  it 
Yielded,  as  he  said,  a  '*  tolerably  just  result;" 
because  that  result  had  not  been  reached  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  Constitution,  and  because 
he  thought  some  use  of  the  veto  power  would 
then  be  popular.  Washington  did  veto  the 
bill,  not  oecause  fractions  were  representedi 
but  because  the  whole  number  exceeded  the 
limitation  of  the  Constitution,  being  more  than 
one  for  every  thirty  thousand,  and  the  bill  which 
finally  passed  with  his  approval  sanctioned  frac- 
tional representation. 

The  business  of  the  national  Legislature  at 
the  outset  was  very  small  when  compared  with 
its  present  magnitude.  Then  it  was  expected 
by  many  that  Congress  would  tit  no  longer 
than  six  or  eight  weeks  in  the  year,  while  half 
a  year  now  barely  suffices.  Increased  growth 
has  been  followed  by  increased  demancU  from 
all  quarters  of  our  greatly  enlarged  territory, 
and  by  our  introduction  as  a  first  rate  Power 
into  the  society  of  nations.  The  annual  ex- 
penses of  our  foreign  intercourse  were  esti- 
mated by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  1790  at 


less  than  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  it  included 
two  ministers,  two  charff^  d'affaires,  one  agent, 
and  one  consul  only.  Nowhere  are  we  more 
economical  to-day  than  in  the  expenditures  of 
our  foreiffn  service,  and  yet  we  have  made  a 
long  striae  beyond  the  estimate  of  Jefferson, 
as  we  now  count  ministers  by  the  score  and  con- 
suls by  the  hundred.  The  whole  requirements 
of  the  Treasury  under  our  most  consummate 
financier,  Hamilton,  were  less,  for  instance, 
than  those  now  demanded,  in  consequence  of 
the  extinguishment  of  Indian  land  titles,  for 
the  support  of  a  single  bureau  in  the  Interior 
Department.  Van  Buren  was  driven  from 
j^ower  by  the  extravagance  of  his  administra- 
tion, and  yet  its  annual  cost  was  but  a  trifle 
more  than  our  present  pension-roll. 

We  ought,  therefore,  to  concede  liberal  num- 
bers to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  a 
longer  time  than  was  originally  anticipated  for 
the  transaction  of  business  has  become  indis- 
pensable. This  has  been  done,  for  the  House 
was  started  at  sixty- five  Representatives  only. 
There  are  now  more  questions  to  be  solved  and 
more  measures  to  be  matured,  but  it  may  be 
well  to  look  forward  lest  too  great  numbers 
shall  retard  business,  and  when  decided  make 
it  even  less  satisfactory  to  the  people.  The 
time  will  assuredly  come  when  the  ratio  of 
representation  will  have  to  be  increased  rather 
than  the  number  of  Representatives,  but  that 
time  may  not  be  until  we  shall  have  passed 
three  hundred  or  perhaps  even  four  hundred. 
Several  of  the  Governments  of  Europe  have 
larger  representative  bodies  than  we  have,  but 
their  system  of  government  differs  widely  from 
our  own,  and  representatives  there  are  not  all 
expected  to  be  active,  working  members.  Mon- 
archies tolerate  drones,  but  republics  do  not. 

Xa  addition  to  the  Representatives,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  now  to  provide 
seats  for  ten  territorial  Delegates.  If  to  the 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  Representatives 
are  aoded  these,  together  with  the  officers  and 
reporters  of  the  House,  we  shall  find  that  it 
will  rei^uire  a  hall  of  such  ample  dimensions 
for  their  accommodation  that  members  with 
weak  lungs  will  only  count  in  committee- 
i*oon;is.^  Is  there  any  argument  in  favor  of 
increasing  the  number  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives now  from  two  hundred  and  foriy- 
three  to  two  hundred  and  eishtythree  that 
will  not  be  of  equal  force  at  the  next  decade 
and  again  in  1890?  With  a  hundred  millions 
of  population  what  is  to  be  the  size  of  the 
House  of  Representatives?  Let  me  say  you 
can  easily  advance,  but,  however  untenable 
the  position^  it  may  be  impossible  to  retreat. 
Representatives,  lynx-eyed  as  they  will  be  for 
the  integrity  of  their  own  districts,  can  rarely 
be  expected  to  aid  in  blotting  tuem  out,  or 
in  blotting  out  their  own  official  existence.  If 
the  aggregate  number  of  the  House  should 
ever  be  found  excessive,  or  attended  by  any 
evils,  it  must  be  admittedf  the  error  cannot  be 
easily  eradicated ;  the  patient  will  not  submit 
to  be  purged;  and  yet  it  may  not  be  wholly 
needless  to  look  out  for  the  perpetually  rising 
|.ide  of  population,  and  for  a  considerable 
increase  of  new  States  that  must  con^  in  on 
an  equ^l  footing  with  the  old  States.  At 
every  decade  fresh  numbers  will  knock  at  our 
doors  for  admission.  W  bile,  therefore,  I  should 
not  be  wholly  irreconciled  to  the  policy  of 
increased  numbers  if  increased  fairly  and  prop- 
erly, my  inclination  rather  leads  me  to  pause. 
With  the  advent  of  railroads  and  the  conse- 
quent rapid  means  of  communication.  Repre- 
sentatives are  now  better  qualified  to  bear  the 
burden  of  large  districts  than  in  the  earlier 
days  of  the  Republic,  and  their  acquaintance 
with  the  field  they  represent  is  far  more  com- 
plete. The  increased  expense  of  a  large  House, 
.  if  there  are  any  solid  advantages  in  favor  of 
such  a  House,  ought  not  to  be  weighed  in  the 
balance.    It  is,  nevertheless,  an  item. 

Xt  would  almost  appear  that  Congress,  when 
the  apportionment  bill  afler  the  census  of  1850 
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was  made,  with  an  eUboratenees  intended  to 
last  for  age9,  had  reached  the  determination 
thai  the  House  should  never  aKain  perma- 
nently exceed  about  two  huadred  aod  Ibictf- 
three  members,  Tor  they  (iied  upon  that  num- 
ber and  provided  that  any  excess  arising  from 
the  admission  of  newStateawoa  '■only  tocon- 
tinue   uutil   the   next  succeeding   apportion- 

Befote  looking  st  the  questions  of  most 
vital  importance  invoUed  in  the  present  bill, 
it  may  not  be  disadvantageoas  to  see  just  what 
has  been  done  in  our  past  history,  and  to  this 
end  I  present  a  table  showing  the  population 
of  each  decennial  period  from  the  foandation 
of  the  QoTeToment  to  the  present  time,  which 
has  pretty  regularlv  increased  about  thirty- 
three  per  cent.,  ana  with  the  ratios  and  their 
percentage  of  inctease ; 


1790 I  3S,000  lOpetcmt. 

leOO. I  35.a»  eiMrctdt. 

1810 3a.0D0  OpiroanU 

IS30 :  40.000  llpercBDt. 

IMO!.'.;:;;  I  lOm       4Sp*fa«nt 

IBuO. I  93,U0       aZmroaDt. 

:8d0. I         m,S23       38p«rcent. 

1ST0. I        134.OTS        eDCrcicnt. 

From  this  ifwould  appear  that  the  House  bill 
proposed  an  increase  of  the  ratio  from  the  last 
decade  of  only  six  per  cent.,  while  it  was  in- 
creased in  1830  to  nineteen  per  cent.:  in  1840 
it  rose  to  forty-eight  per  cent.  ;  to  Inirty-two 
in  1850,  and  thirty-six  per  cent,  in  18G0.  Surely 
if  those  who  preceded  us  had  enlarged  tbe 
Home  at  tbe  same  speed  proposed  by  tbe 
House  bill,  it  would  have  required  ahouse  like 
the  Mormon  temple  to  hold  the  nation's  Rep- 
resentatives at  the  present  moment  t  But  the 
substitute  proposed  by  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  is  mors  in  harmony  with  our 
past  history.  It  does  not  raise  the  ratio  forty- 
eight  per  cent.,  noi'  even  thirty-six  per  cent., 
but  it  does  raise  it  nearly  twonty-fonr  per  cent. 
by  fixing  the  nnmber  at  1G7,10S  instead  of 
126,823,^  and  gives  the  same  nnmber  of  Rep- 
reeentativea  we  now  have.  This  may  be  too 
^teat  self-denial  to  ask  of  Ibe  House.  And 
tt  roust  be  confessed  that  at  present  fifty  more 
or  less  is  of  less  consequence  than  it  is  to  have 
a  just  aod  equitable  apportionment  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  Constitution. 

The  primary  question  which  naturally  pre- 
oents  itself  in  an  apportionment  bill  is,  does 
it  answer  the  constitution  at  requirements? 
Prior  to  the  recent  ameodmenls  the  Constitu- 
tion provided  for  an  enumeration  "within  three 
years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congreu 
of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  subse- 
quent term  of  ten  years. "  This  in  the  bill  of 
tbe  House  has  been  complied  with.  Tbe  Con- 
stitution also  provided  that  "  the  nnmber  of 
Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every 
thirty  thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at 
least  one  Representative."  This,  too,  has 
been  complied  with.  Beyond  this  the  Con- 
stitution provided  that  "  Itepresentatives  and 
direct  taxes  shall  be  appDrtion~ed  among  tbe 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Union  according  to  their  respective  num- 
bers," Ac.  This  in  tbe  House  bill  has  not 
been  complied  with.  It  may  be  impossible 
to  observe  this  provision  with  mathematical 
accuracy,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  even  a  Bubslaatial  compliance.  It  can- 
not be  contended  that  the  apportionment  is 
strictly  in  conformity  to  "  respective  numbers" 
when  seventeen  Slates  have  an  excess  of  rep- 
resentation, and  all  the  others  a  deficiency. 
Wben  so  large  a  number  of  States  are  so 
unequally  yoked  and  made  to  supply  the  deG- 
cienciea  of  other  States,  tbe  bill  fails  of  Justice, 
and  oDers  no  substantial  complianca  with  the 
Constitution,  though  it  offerganimnieDie bribe 
to  the  favored  States. 

But  section  two  of  article  fourteen  of  tho 
amendments  to  the  Coastitntioo  tbe  House 
biltenticely  ignores.  .Theceniutakersdonol 


appear  to  have  comprehended  it,  andcerlninly 
have  failed  to  grapple  with  it.  Tbat  amend- 
ment reads  as  follows: 

baapportiouad  amoDt  Iha 
uambar  of  panona  In  uoh 


The  small  numbers  set  down  in  the  census 
tables  to  each  State  as  affected  by  this  amend- 
ment are  confessedly  unreliable,  and,  if  con- 
sidered, will  not  materially  affect  the  result. 
So  far  as  they  ate  set  forth,  clearly  they 
should  be  considered.  We  cannot  go  beyond 
the  census  report,  as  the  facts  might  warrant 
us  in  doioE  probably,  much  less  can  we  tram- 
ple it  wholly  out  of  sight.  We  must  do  nothing 
to  impair  the  vitality  of  that  or  any  other  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution.  If  not  needed  to- 
day, it  maybe  to-morrow.  Itmust  not  become 
a  dead  letter.  Who  doubts  that  Massachu- 
setts nominally,  at  least,  denies  the  right  to 
vote  to  a  much  larger  number  than  she  has 
been  credited  with  7     A  similar  denial  if  ever 

E renounced  in  other  State  constitutions  might 
e  enforced  with  much  more  vigor.  Small  as 
the  basis  of  computation  is,  let  it  not  be 
ienored  in  any  bill  consented  to  by  tbe  Senate. 
The  Judiciary  Committee,  I  am  glad  to  see, 
would  not  seem  to  have  disregarded  this  matter 
in  their  proposed  subsljtute,  whatever  may  be 
the  other  raeriu  of  that  substitute.  Notwith- 
standing tbe  resnlting  Cgures  may  not  be 
changed  wbethertbisamendmentis  kept  in  view 
or  not,  1  cannot  consent  to  ignore  it  before 
the  ink  with  which  it  was  written  is  fairly  dry, 
nor  can  this  Congress  afford  to  ignore  it. 

The  most  striking  feature  at  the  lirst  view 
of  the  apportionment  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
House  IR  the  notable  increase  of  the  aggre- 
gate number  fixed  fur  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. This  may  dwindle,  however,  and 
become  of  less  significance  in  the  process  of 
a  further  examination  of  the  bill.  Tbe  argu- 
ments as  between  a  targe  house  and  a  small 
one  are  plentiful,  and  appear  to  be  very  nearly 
of  equal  force,  insomuch  that  republican 
statesmen  have  in  all  times  and  all  places 
sanctioned  neither  one  or  the  other,  bat  in- 
stead have  chosen  a  medium,  and  fixed  popu- 
lar representative  bodies  upon  a  moderate 
basis,  or  large  enough  to  represent  all  inter- 
ests and  be  beyond  corruption,  but  not  so  large 
as  to  be  encumbered  with  too  much  help,  and 
thereby  become  incapable  of  any  Balutar);  dis- 
cussion or  wise  decision  of  i  mportunt  questions. 
But  the  most  urgent  advocates  of  large  num- 
bers in  the  Convention  which  framed  our  Con- 
stitution, in  order  to  guard  against  the  excess 
of  numbers,  were  in  favor  of  fixing  a  point 
within  which  the  highest  number  should  be 
forever  limited.  The  men  of  that  heroic  age 
had  no  conception  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
tree  tbey  planted.  They  could  not  have  anti- 
cipated BO  soon  a  nation  of  forty  millions  and 
a  Union  of  more  than  treble  the  number  of 
the  original  thirteen  States,  although  New 
Hampshire  then,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  souls,  it  was  said,  from  the  fertility 
of  her  soil,  would  increase  with  great  rapidity  j 
and  it  was  foretold  that  tbe  new  States  to  be 
admitted  in  the  West  might,  in  process  of 
time,  outnumber  tbe  Atlautic  States  I  Out 
national  fecundity  is  still  in  its  highest  vigor, 
and  the  time  looks  for  distant  wben  the  womb 
of  the  future  will  prove  barren  as  to  tbe  pto- 
dnction  of  flill  grown  SUtes. 

The  bill  of  the  Honsefbr  tbe  apportionment 
of  Bepresentativei  fixes  tbe  number  rather 
arbitruily  at  two  hundred  and  eighty- three, 


on  a  supposed  basia  of  134, GTS  repieKnlilm 
po[)ulation.  Every  State  it  constiimioaillr 
entitled  to  at  least  one  Represeotitii*,  ibu- 
ever  may  be  the  limit  of  its  populuion.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  States  of  Delawarewith  \%m 
population,  Nebraska  with  122,998  popnluiM, 
Oregon  with  90,923  population,  aud  Nendi 
with  42,491  population,  haveeacb  pfoperl; li- 
stened 10  them  one  Representative,  regirdltu 
of  any  lack  of  numbers.  They  areeicepliaul, 
and  have  their  representation  by  virtse  afiht 
special  provision  in  the  Canstitution,  ud  vol 
by  virtue  of  population.  Therefore,  i>ipp«r 
tioning  Representatives  for  the  other  8tuti, 
these  lour  should  be  left  out  entirely  nliru 
numbers  are  concerned,  adding  at  Isu  nif 
four  Kepreaentativea  to  the  whola  niiBbei; 
otherwise  ttie  deficiencies  of  these  Slats)  bn 
to  becompeowted  bjotherStates.  Bycooiii- 
ing  them  out,  aa  the  Constitution  connti  ihni 
out,  and  as  tbe  substitute  for  the  Home  bill 
connta  them  out,  we  relieve  ourselfei  to  ibil 
extent  of  tronblesome  fractions,  and  ibote 
States,  having  all  their  constitutional  n(liti, 
no  longer  come  in  to  choke  off  the  fill  rcpre 
sentation  of  all  the  other  States. 

In  addition,  leTenteen  other  Stales,  vxtd 
ing  to  the  bill  of  the  Honae,  an  to  leeeirts 
Representative  upon  fittctioos;  thiiiiUny: 

ConnaMioat _ _-_..._ ™ —  mO 

North  Cruolina _ — IMf 


-KM 


These  tevenl«en  Stalet.  therefore,  becoae 
entitled  to  seventeen  Retin»entalivei  on  u 
average  basis  ofl02,228of  population,  isiK" 
of  184,675. 

I  know  that  in  any  ratio  soros  ftiiliow 
ioeijualities  must  exist,  but  in  the  Home  Wf 
they  are  strikingly  large.  Nearly  one  lulfw 
the  Elates,  and  much  more  than  fa*ll''',T* 
include  the  four  States  whose  popnUtion  Wt 
below  the  ratio  now  fixed  upon,  bare  tMS 
been  assigned  a  Representative  upon  frsrtOBJ. 
I  venture  to  say  that  this  is  entirely  wf™- 
cedented,  and  that  nothing  BpproacliiD|il>^ 
ever  before  proposed  in  any  law  npon  the  m- 
jeet  of  apportionment.  ,      , 

While  r  shonld  be  disposed  to  defer  Us^j 
to  whatever  might  be  the  fixed  jndgmsetof™ 
House  as  to  what  ought  to  be  its  HPf^'. 
numbers,  this  would  appear  to  he  s  o«  l*"J 
I  say  itwilh  all  respect)  where  they  hs'""'^ 
hastily,  and  where  the  Senate  sbonm  fin  ^ 
the  House  an  opportunity  to  revise  their  sctiiw- 
At  the  last  tesmon  of  Congress  the  Honi*  W» 
us  a  bill  with  the  number  fixed  at  two  lisnifrrt 
and  seventy-Gve.  They  think  Ihii  «  •«»( 
number  today,  and  it  is  poswble  *«^  "iJ 
think  two  hundred  and  eighty-lhrw  »  »«** 


Alsb»Ba_ — — 

'■""''■""f    

Florida. 

Mew  Hamiiidiire  ....„„ 


Sfluth  Chrolioa. , 

OaUfomia 

Panniyivaola. 

MlMinlppl _. 
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Here  are  foarteen  StateSi  with  a  popnlation 
of  562,602,  unrepresented,  or  if  represented  at 
all,  then  represented  by  States  which  already 
have  an  excess  of  representation  beyond  what 
their  numbers  really  entitle  them  to. 

If  the  seven  States  first  named  on  the  list, 
with  fractions  not  represented,  were  to  have 
equal  favor  with  the  seventeen  States  to  which 
Representatives  have  been  accorded  upon  frao- 
tiona,  they  would  have  in  thi  aggregate  about 
four  more  Representatives  than  tiie  House  bill 
allows  to  them,  and  each  one  of  these  States 
it  will  be  seen  has  an  unrepresented  fraction 
larger  than  the  whole  population  of  at  least 
one  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  The  fraction 
now  to  be  unrepresented  in  Vermont  would 
have  entitled  her  some  years  ago  to  two  addi- 
tional Representatives. 

This  conspicuous  revolution,  this  injustice, 
must  be  submitted  to  if  it  shall  be  found  to  be 
unavoidable ;   bat  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
should  be  remedied  by  proper  consideration 
npon  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  an  appeal  to 
the   *'  sober  second  thoueht "  of  the  House  to 
consider  whether  some  suDstitute  more  satfsfec- 
tory  cannot  be  devised.     To  show  how  crush- 
ingly  the  bill  operates  upon  the  smaller  States 
having  large  fractions,   let  me  contrast  its 
effects  upon  them  as  compared  with  the  larger 
States.  For  instance,  take  Vermont ;  this  State 
is  allowed  but  two  Representatives,  which 
makes  her   ratio  of  representation  165,275, 
while  that  for  the  larger  States  is  nominally 
184,675  and  practically  considerably  less,  as 
many  of  them  secure  representation  upon  frac- 
tions.   If  Massachusetts  were  subjected  to  the 
rigid  rule    applied  to  Vermont  with  165,275 
for  its  ratio,  that  State  would  have  but  eight 
Representatives    instead  of  eleven,    Illinois 
would  have  but  fifteen  instead  of  nineteen,  and 
New  York  would  have   twenty-six    only  in- 
stead of  thirty-two.     Apply  the  same  unbend- 
ing ratio  to  smaller  States,  for  instance,  to 
Arkansas,  and  the  injustice  to  Indiana,  Ala- 
bama, Vermont,  Louisiana,  and  other  States 
which  have  been  left  out  in  the  cold  by  the 
House  bill,  becomes  even  more  conspicuous, 
as  Arkansas  instead  of  four  would  be  reduced 
to  two  Representatives — a  falling  off  of  one 
half. 

But  try  the  ratio  enforced  npon  Vermont — 
and  what  I  say  of  the  State  I  in  part  represent 
is  more  or  less  applicable  to  other  States — try 
that  ratio  upon  tne  entire  Union,  and  instead 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  Represent- 
atives you  would  only  have  two  hundred  and 
thirty!  Here  are  fifty-three  Representatives 
for  which  Vermont  has  no  equivalent  what- 
ever. I  think  that  is  a  great  injustice,  and  so 
flagrant  that  no  just  legislator  can  be  unwill- 
ing to  have  it  rectified.  If  it  cannot  be  recti* 
fi^  in  some  other  and  more  acceptable  man- 
ner, it  surely  can  be  by  taking  a  step  or  two 
further  in  giving  additional  representation  to 
seven  or  eight  States  more  having  fractions  next 
in  rank.  Nor  would  this  increase  but  rather 
diminish  the  whole  number  of  States  having 
fractions  represented,  as  the  augmentation  oi 
the  number  of  Representatives  would  diminish 
the  ratio  so  much  as  to  entitle  at  least  an  eoual 
number  of  States  to  all  the  representation  t^ey 
would  have  without  fractions. 

Should  the  House  remain  after  careful  eon* 
sideration  of  the  fixed  opinion  that  it  is  sound 
policy  to  add  forty  or  fifty  to  the  numbers  of 
its  body,  then  I  think  the  Senate  may  yield,  ae 
hr  as  possiblci  the  determination  of  that  ques- 
tion to  them ;  but  should  we  concede  the  gen- 
eral question  of  enlargement,  then  we  may 
most  properly  revise  their  action  and  correct 
any  plain  and  palpable  inequalities  by  slightly 
increasing  their  divisor  or  diminishing  it, 
whichever  will  best  accomplish  the  object. 

The  Senate  in  1812  rejected  the  bill  sent  to 
them  by  the  Houses  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
unequal  in  its  operation,  giving  an  undue  ad- 
vantage to  the  larger  States,  and  they  returned 
the  bill  so  amended  by  reducing  the  ratio  from 
thirty-seven  thousand  to  thirty-five  thouaandi 


thereby  increasing  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives from  one  hundred  and  seventy  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six. 

There  may  be  some,  more  than  content  with 
the  allotment  of  the  House  bill,  who  seek  to 
*^  fire  the  heart''  of  the  membesof  the  House 
to  make  them  stand  by  their  bill,  right  or 
wrong,  on  the  point  of  honor,  so  called,  that 
the  House  alone  should  decide  upon  questions 
of  apportionment,  as  though  that  body  was  to 
be  alone  affected  tnereb^,  and  as  though  the 
Senate  might  be  too  unmmdfhl  of  their  honor. 
The  House  will  doubtless  appreciate  this  esti- 
mate of  their  character.  They  understand 
that  this  is  a  question  which  penetrates  every 
part  of  our  country,  fixing  the  number  of  pres 
idential  electors  as  well  as  of  Representatives, 
and  that  it  is  not  akin  to  a  revenue  measure, 
which  the  House  alone  can  originate,  much 
less  to  those  petty  questions  over  which  each 
House  claims  the  exclusive  control  by  pre- 
scription, like,  for  instance,  the  number  of  its 
officers  or  the  amount  of  its  contingent  fund. 
The  heart  of  the  House  cannot  be  touched  off 
by  this  sort  of  fire.  The  united  wisdom  of 
both  Houses  will  forever  be  needed  in  the 
disposal  of  this  question. 

To  show  how  unequally  the  House  prop- 
osition operates,  and  how  prejudicially  against 
the  smaller  States  and  in  favor  of  the  larger 
States,  contrast  the  representation  of  three 
States,  Louisiana,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont, with  Kentucky.*  The  former  have  a 
population  of  64,755  more  than  the  latter,  and 
are  to  have  only  nine  liepreaentatives,  while 
Kentucky  is  to  have  ten!  Again,  contrast 
fiMir  States,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Vermont, 
and  New  Hampshire,  with  Massachusetts,* 
and  while  they  have  106,168  more  popula- 
tion, they  are  to  have  only  ten  Represent- 
atives, while  Massachusetts  is  to  have  eleven  1 

I  do  not  make  these  criticisms  in  any  spirit 
of  contention,  but  I  have  ventured  to  suggest 
them  as  deserving  the  considerate  attention  of 
the  Senate.  Nor  do  I  wish  to  delay  the  passage 
of  a  proper  apportionment  bill  one  moment 
longer  than  may  be  necessary  to  give  it  reason- 
aUe  perfection,  as  I  fully  recognise  the  con- 
venience of  an  early  statute  on  ue  subject. 

It  is  with  some  natural  grief  that  I  look  npon 
a  proposal  to  cut  off  one  third  of  the  represent- 
ation to  which  Vermont  is  now  entitled.  With 
a  population  larver  than  ever  before,  our  Rep- 
resentatives gradually  recede  from  view,  and 
six  dwindles  to  five,  then  to  four,  then  to  three, 
and  now  to  two.  With  a  smaller  House  we 
had  six  Representatives,  and  now  with  a  much 
larger  House  we  are  to  have  but  two.  But. 
if  a  relative  proportion  had  been  preserveu 
according  to  "respective numbers,"  no  oom- 
phiint  would  have  been  made,  for  no  real  injus- 
tice would  have  been  perpetrated.  Now,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  patriotism  of  the  State 
from  which  I  come  is  invoked  to  tolerate  a 
measure  which  expands  when  applied  to  us 
and  contracts  when  applied  to  others,  and 
we  are  called  upon  to  make  a  sacrifice  which 
the  public  gooa  does  not  require.  But  I  do 
not  appear  here  with  an^r  purpose  to  truck 
and  bargain  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  any  particular  State,  for  if  I  prove,  as  I  think 
I  have  proved,  that  injustice  and  wrong  has 
been  done  to '  Vermont  or  to  any  other  State, 

•  Populo'     Jieprt$ent' 

•  turn,  ativet, 

LouisiAna »....  723,915  5 

New  Uampshire. ».  818.200  2 

Vermont 330,551  2 

1,375.766  9 

Kentucky. M......MM  .•.••.«•. M.M.....ni«32lt0ll  10 

f  IOriQa......M.M.....n.......MM.....MM        l0l«74l}  1 

LouLiianft  ~.. •>•».•*•. ....M...... ..*....  726,91o  5 

New  Hampehire. m....*....  ......  318»20O  2 

Vermont  ••.•M.WM..........MM....MMM  39}(551  2 

1,563.514  10 

Manaohuittts 1.457315  11 


all  Senators,  without  distinction  of  party  or 
locality,  will  hasten  to  make  reparation,  even 
though  it  should  concern  but  a  gingle  State. 
But  m  this  instance  the  injustice  touches 
more  than  one  State.  There  are  not  less 
than  fifteen  which  have  a  right  to  complain. 
Of  these,  two  only  are  New  England  Stales, 
and  the  others  are  western  and  southern  States. 
The  fractions  of  all  these  comparatively  small 
States  are  accumulated  to  the  advantage 
mainly  of  the  larger  States.  It  is  not  a  sec- 
tional question,  but  one  of  sheer  justice  and 
equality.  Will  you  take  from  those  who  have 
little  and  give  to  those  who  have  much?  To- 
day the  question  may  touch  some  parts  of  the 
Union  liehtly  which  hereafter,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rule  for  which  this  bill  will  be  the 
precedent,  will  be  more  oppressively  afiected. 
The  new  or  western  States  have  a  deeper  in- 
terest in  the  proper  adjustment  of  this  bill 
than  any  or  all  others.  Their  population  for 
years  to  come  will  undergo  the  greatest  changes, 
and  hereafter  the  largest  number  of  fractions 
to  be  properly  disposed  of  will  be  found  to 
crop  out  in  the  West.  I  have  no  jejJousy  of 
the  growth  or  power  of  that  healthy  portion  of 
our  country,  but  I  am  proud  of  its  colossal 
dimensions.  It  has  no  interests  antagonistic 
to  those  of  Vermont,  and  its*  prosperity  is 
interlocked  with  the  life-blood  of  more  than 
one  half  of  our  people.  There  is  not  one  of 
the  States  whose  reputation  I  would  diminish. 
When  some  light- headed  politician  attempts 
to  win  the  favor  of  his  constituents  by  sneering 
at  New  England  as  State  copartners  of  infe- 
rior stamp,  I  know  he  has  not  pondered  npon 
(he  origin  of  our  Goverument,  and  will  have 
but  a  brief  career,  as  his  own  people  will  soon 
be  ashamed  to  acknowledge  as  their  represent- 
ative one  who  traduces  the  land  where  so 
many  of  them  had  their  birth,  and  from  which 
they  do  not  wish  to  stop  any  exodus  that  will 
further  augment  their  growth.  If  some  man 
from  whom  better  things  might  have  been 
expected  takes  up  the  stale  cry  of  former 
rebels,  I  know  that  dyspepsia  has  found  a 
lodgment  in  his  bosom,  ana  that  his  ambition 
is  showing  signs  of  reckless  decrepitude. 
These  are  pustules  on  the  face  of  the  body- 
politic,  which  will  soon  vanish  without  leaving 
a  pock-mark  behind. 

Strike  down  New  England,  if  that  were  pos- 
sible, and  the  West,  moved  by  the  throbbiogs 
of  iu  great  heart  as  well  as  by  its  widest  ma- 
terial interests,  would  spring  forth  to  restore 
it  as  swiftly  as  the  gods  were  wont  to  leap  from 
the  skies  to  rescue  the  fallen  heroes  in  the 
Trojan  wars.  New  England  pays  for  all  she 
consumes,  and  there  is  no  other  so  great  and 
so  constant  a  consumer  of  western  products 
as  New  England.  She  gives  liberally,  and 
she  gives  of  her  6r8t  bom — the  most  precious 
giOs  of  all. 

After  men  are  elected  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives they  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  representatives  of  the  nation,  and  are  not 
merely  the  agents  and  attorneys  of  the  States, 
although  their  local  knowledge  of  the  interests 
and  wants  of  their  constituents,  to  whom  they 
are  bound  by  the  strongest  ties  of  affection, 
will  make  them  always  stand  as  vigilant  sen- 
tinels when  danger  threatens  their  own  dis- 
tricts. But  the  sentiment  of  justice  which  grows 
strong  in  the  heart  of  any  legislator  will 
soon  accord  to  others  all  he  demands  for  him- 
self.   I  invoke  that  justice  to-day. 

May  I  not,  therefore,  confidently  expect, 
while  some  inequalities  must  exist  in  any 
apportionment  bill,  that  by  some  further  effort 
these  will  be  finally  reduced  to  the  minimum 
point  which  will  leave  but  the  smallest  account 
to  be  ultimately  balanced  by  the  fractions  now 
thrown  in  favor  of  some  States  hereafler 
thrown  in  favor  of  other  and  different  States  ? 
Every  j^ear  lar^  numbers  of  our  people  change 
their  ciHzenship  from  one  State  to  some  other. 
All  these  are  parties  interc^rted  in  having  jns* 
tioe  meted  out  to  all. 

And  now  all  that  I  ask  is  for  some  amend* 


672 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  29, 


inent  to  the  aKregale  numbers  to  be  fised  for 
the  House  of  Kepreaentstives,  more  or  leas,  I 
care  oot  which,  as  will  give  to  that  body  Ibe 
power  to  recocaider  their  action.  Suroly  uo 
such  action,  no  Bucb  consideraiion  hba  been 
had  in  either  the  Senate  or  the  Hougs  thia  year 
or  last  year  aa  to  lead  to  the  cunvictiou  that 
DO  farther  changes  are  possible  or  desirable. 
Neil  her  bod;  has  affirm  ed  the  a  am  e  ihicg  twice. 
Nothing  will  be  lost  to  the  countrf  or  to  out- 
aelvesbjtceatiDjt  this  •juestiou  with  the  gravity 
and  with  that  deliberation  iti  importance  would 
seem  to  require.  It  ia  of  bighec  moment  than 
an  ordinary  annual  appropriation  bill.  Let  I  he 
qaeitions  be  fairly  studied.  Whenever  it  is  in 
order,  I  shall  offer  as  an  amendment  for  ibe 
purpose  indicated  a  propo.iition  to  add  amem- 
.oieveial  additional  States  having  the  next 


Indiana,  Termont,  Loaisiana,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  Peunsjlvania,  and TenneEsec  will 
each  gain  a  Represen  lativi:,  leaving  all  the  olber 
States nn changed.  That  Senators  may  all  under- 
stand this  amendment,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  them 
to  the  details  in  table  D  of  the  paper  No.  1, 

fritiled  b/  order  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
t  will  give  two  hundred  and  ninety-  two  mem- 

Hr.  THUIUIAN.  I  wish  to  ask  my  friend 
from  Vermont  a  quealion  l>efore  he  aits  down. 
Do  I  understand  that  he  proposes  to  give  to 
Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  a  member  addi' 
lional  to  the  number  coutained  in  the  House 
billT    Is  that  his  propoeition  ? 

Hr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Yes,  sir,  that 
is  a  part  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.THURUAN.  Has  the  Senator  observed 
the  fact  that  both  those  States  and  several  of 
the  others  that  he  named  gel  a  member  in  the 
House  bill  upon  a  fraction,  and  that  be  is 
therefore  giving  them  two  members  for  their 
fraction  7 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  the  Sena- 
tor will  notice  the  manner  in  which  the  num- 
ber is  reached,  be  will  find  that  it  wipes  out 
all  the  original  fractions  and  makes  new  frac- 
lioas.  By  increasing  the  number  283  to  290, 
and  using  the  same  compnlatinn  used  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  it  wipes  out  more  frac- 
tions thiin  it  adds  to  the  number- 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
THOHi  Id  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  effect  of  ihii  first 
amendment  of  the  committee  is  to  change  the 
number  of  the  House  of  Repreaeutatlves  from 
two  hnadred  aad  aighty-lhiee  to  two  hundred 
and  forty-three.  That  is  Oie  effect  of  lh« 
atDeodoienti  and  the  quealion  1  understaad 
to  be  OD  that  ameudmeut.  The  whole  effect 
of  it  is  to  decide  whether  the  House  shall  have 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  or  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  members.  I  think  we  had 
better  have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it,  beoouse 
it  la  an  important  questioo. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Let  the 
amendment  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  Srst  Bmendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  vaa 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  Houaa  bill, 
in  the  following  words: 

That  IVom  and  kfter  th*  3d  dsy  of  Hucb,  1BT3,  Ihs 
EoDiB  of  ILocre9eDial,iTaa  almU  he  contpoaed  of  two 

iDfMewUiLmpt 


II  of  this  M 


I  a  Stat«  of  Mas- 


or  New  y  urk.  tbirtv-two :  tujhe  guts  of  New  Jer- 
ley.  .•Ten  ;  to  Ibe  Btilo  of  Pennsjlvani.,  twenly- 
iiiii  to  the  SUtaof  Deliwire,  one;  la  the  SUts  of 
Uarrlsnd,  lii :  lo  the  Stale  of  VirelDia,  aisei  to  thi 
Bute  orBorlb  Carolina,  eiibt:  to  tba  State  of  Son  tt 
CanliDB,  five:  to  the  State  ofQeorfiB,  nine;  to  !>>■ 
6tat«  of  Alabama,  aavoD ;  to  tbe  Stale  dT  HiHinipi 


■W,  four ;  to  tbe  Slate  of  Micbicui,  n 


le  Stale  of  Arkan- 


Slat*  of  Florida,  one  ;  to  IbeStata  of  Texu,  liij  to 
tbe  State  of  Iowa.  Dine:  to  tbe  State  of  WlBeonBin, 
elcbt:  to  tbe  Slate  of  California,  ftaar;  to  tbe  State 
of  Minn«ota,(brBB:  to  tbe  StaU  of  Or*s;on,  oso: 
to  tb«  State  of  Kuua*.  three  ;  to  the  Sute  of  Weal 
Virginia,  tbreej  to  tho  State  of  Nevada,  one;  to  the 
State  of  Hebraaka.  one:  Frovidtd.  That  if.  after 
■uch  an  portion  meut  Aall  bave  been  osde,  any  new 
State  aliall  bt  admitted  into  the  UnioD,  tbe  Bepre- 
■eotiiKvo  or  Kepreientativea  of  aach  new  State  shall 
be  additional  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and 
d|hty-thioe  haraia  limited. 
And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 
Tbot  rrom^Bwl  aftor  the  Sd  ila^^  of  Hareh.  UTS, 
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vada.  one;  to  the  Slat* of  Nobraika,  one;  ProvHiid, 
That  if.  after  luoh  apportion  lamt  ihall  have  been 
made,  any  new  Slate  ahall  be  admilted  iuto  the 
UaloD,  tbe  Reprenntatlre  or  Bepretentativea  of 
auflh  new  Stat*  iball  be  additional  to  tbe  naniber 
of  tgo  hundred  nnd  forly-tbree  heraJn  limited- 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  committes  b]r 
striking  out  all  from  line  seventeen,  after  the 
word  "  say,"  down  to  and  includine  the  word 
"  when,"  in  lioe  twenty  eight,  on  the  second 
page,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  what  1  send 
to  tbe  Chair.  Il  is  the  amendment  which  I 
indicated,  and  which  leaves  every  State  its 
representation  as  now,  and  adds  to  the  nnm* 
ber  proposed  by  tbe  House  nine  members. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  TbeSeoalor 
from  Vermonlproposes  to  amend  the  original 
text  of  tbe  section. 

Tbe  Cbibp  Cleke.  ItiBproposed  to  amend 
the  words  moved  to  be  strioken  out  ao  that, 
if  amended  as  proposed,  thej  will  re*d,  afler 
thsword  "say,"  m  the  seienteenth  line  on 
the  first  page,  "  To  the  St«te  of  MaiDS,  five ; 
to  tbe  Sute  of  New  Hamoahir*,  three ;  to  the 
&tate  of  Vermont,  tbtee.  ' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senatorfcom  Ver- 
mont will  Booompliah  bis  whole  abject  (and 
wa  can  correct  tbe  details  afterward,  if  his 
motion  carries)  by  moving  to  strike  out  "  two 
hundred  and  eighty-three  and  inserting  "  two 
hundred  and  ninety."  That  is  the  effect  of 
his  amendment,  because  if  he  adds  to  the 
separate  States,  he  proposu  t«  add  eaoogh  to 
increase  tbe  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  to 
two  hnodred  and  ninety.  That  will  he  under- 
stood at  once  by  tho  Senate. 

Mr.MORRILL.ofVermont.  Thatdepends 
on  the  prooeaa  used  in  the  compalalion.  I 
prefer  the  amendment  as  I  hava  made  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  reading 
will  proceed. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  tbe  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted,  as  follows: 

To  the  State  of  Maine,  flve:  to  the  State  of  New 
Hampabire,  threoi  to  tbe  State  of  Vermont,  Ihre»; 
totheStalsof  MaBaitaaaetli.  eleven:  to  tbe  Slate 
of  Rhode  lalond,  two :  to  the  Stale  of  CDDueetiaiit, 
four:  to  the  State  of  New  York,  tbirtr-lbrsej  to  tb* 
State  of  New  Jenoy.tsven:  to  the  Sute  of'PeQa- 
■ylvanla.  twenly-ievea:  to  tbe  State  at  Delaware, 
one:  to  the  Slats  of  Uarriand.  lii;  ta  tbe  State  of 
Virginia,  nine:  to  tbe  Btatsof  North  Carolina,  eitbt: 
to  theStaleolSonthCatollDa,ave:  to  the  State  of 
Gears  ia,  nine;  to  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  eicbt  j  to 
the  iitDle  of  Miniaiippi,  ail:  to  the  Stats  of  Loala- 
iann.aii:  to  tbe  Stale  of  Ohio,  twenty;  to  the  State 
ofKeotucky.  tea:  to  theStateotTanneeaee,  ten  :  to 
theState  of  Indiana,  tbirtnn:  to  the  Slate  of  llli- 
noil,  nineteen  :  to  tbe  State  of  Mlaaoarl,  Ibtrteen: 
to  the  State  of  Arkaatas,  foar  i  to  tbe  Stale  of  Mioh- 
isan,  nine:  lotheStateof  Florida,  two:  to  tbaSuU 
of  Teiu).  >ii :  to  the  State  oflows,  nine:  to  tbe  State 


afWisoon)ia,ei*bt:  totbetHataof (;aIiIonta,IMrt 
to  (he  Stale  of  MiDnraots.  three :  to  tho  BtaU  •< 
Oregon,  one:  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  Ihreo:  to  tb» 
State  of  Wetl  Virvials,  thro*:  to  tfaa  Btata  of 
Nevada,  one:  to  tlie  Sute  of  Nebraska  osa. 

Mr.  THUBMAN,  1  hope  the  Senmtor  Iroai 
Vermont  will  not  persist  in  that  motion  in  llm 
form.  Who  in  this  Senate  baa  mmAt  tba  cal- 
calaiioQ  so  as  to  show  what  eack  State  is 
entitled  to  upon  the  number  of  Beprwent»ti vca 
that  he  advocates,  two  hundred  wid  ninaty-two. 


ninety-two?    Am  X  not-right? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  the  8«a- 
ator  had  examined  the  report  ni«de  by  hi*  owa 
committee,  he  woald  bave  seen  preeiaalj  th« 
eSeclof  itonpagelT  of  the  paper  printed  with 
the  reporL  It  is  made  on  the  bwia  of  atart- 
ing  With  two  hundred  and  ninety  and  deduct- 
ing four  members  for  the  States  tbiat  are  eBtltW 
to  representation  under  the  ConatitDtlon,  re- 
gardless of  numbers.  Then  there  are  fradiops 
allowed,  so  as  ultimately  to  bring  the  anmber 
up  to  two  hundred  and  ninety-two;  and  oe 
that  baais  it  will  add  a  member  to  each  of  the 
States  I  have  already  indicated. 

Ur.  THUBMAN.  The  Senator  has  >M 
taken  the  scope  of  my  objection.  I  noder- 
stand  very  well  that  he  has  made  tbe  calcula- 
tion, and  be,  no  doubt,  conaidara  it  eotird; 
accurate ;  but  other  Senators  have  not  made 
it.  It  is  not  mode  in  the  tabnlar  atat^neat 
returned  by  tbe  committee;  that  ia  a  ealea- 
lalion  on  the  hypothesis  that  tbe  number  aball 
be  two  hundred  and  forty-lhree,  and  that  cal- 
culation I  know  to  be  correct;  bntlharemade 
no  calculation  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  Hoose 
shall  consist  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
members,  and  I  do  not  know  until  I  moke  that 
calculaiioD  what  each  State  woald  be  entitled 
to  under  it.  It  is  no  eaay  matter  to  make ;  il 
takes  time  and  great  patience  to  make  itand  (a 
verify  it,  as  those  wfao  were  engaged  in  making 
the  calculations  reported  to  ue  Senate  very 
well  know  from  their  own  experience. 

Now,  what  X  suegest  to  the  Senator  i*  this: 
if  ha  wishes  the  House  to  be  two  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  let  him  adopt  the  aaggesiioa  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  and  move  to 
strike  out  "two  hundred  and  forty-thrre"  ia 
the  amendment  of  the  committee,  and  inaert 
"two  hundred  and  ninety-two."  If  that 
amendment  shall  be  adopted,  thenitisaoiatier 
of  detail  that  will  aend  the  bill  back  to  tbe 
committee  to  make  the  calculations,  or  aot, 
inat  as  the  Senate  sees  fit.  But  at  least  wa 
aiiall  know  then,  we  need  not  vote  upon  it  with- 
ont  knowing  that  the  calculaliona  of  the 
Senate  are  correct  or  not.  Let  ns  bave  a  teal 
question.  In  fact,  I  think,  with  all  defereikca  to 
my  friend,  that  the  best  ibiu^  we  can  do  ia  to 
vote  directly  upon  the  queetion  made  by  the 
report  of  the  committee.  Let  us  see  whether 
the  Senate  is  disposed  Co  keep  the  number  of 
the  House  at  Ibe  present  number,  two  hnndred 
and  forty-tbree>  If  that  is  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Senate,  there  is  an  end  to  the  queetiou.  If 
that  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  then  we 
stand  uptm  Ibe  House  bill,  and  then  the  Sen- 
ator can  move  to  chaoge  that  number  to  two 
hnodred  and  ninety-two.  I  think  wo  bad 
better  have  a  teat  vote  npon  whether  we  will 
keep   the  number   of  Repreaentative*  at  the 

ereaent  number,  two  hundred  and  fbrty-three. 
ut  if  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  not  willing 
to  take  that  course  and  let  ns  have  a  test  vote, 
which  wecan  have  on  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  then  let  him 
move  to  amend  tbe  amendment  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  by  striking  out  "two  hundred 
and  forty-three,"  and  inserting  "two  hundred 
and  ninety-two."  If  that  carries,  then  wecan 
go  to  work  and  make  our  calculations,  to  ice 
whether  his  details  are  correct. 

Mr,  MORRILL,  of  VermonU  I  will  merely 
say  that  I  desire  the  qneatiou  to  be  takea 
between  the  number  proposed  by  me  aad  the 
number  proposed  by  Ihe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 
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M^.  POMEROY.  I  M»  at  ftloss  to  uodet- 
Btand  th€  Senator:  I  rapposed  that  thie  appor- 
tionnreiH  must  tie  mode  upon  some  role. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermoot.     It  ie. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  no  rule  reported 
by  anybody.     We  do  iloft  kiM#  what  it  is. 

Mr.  POMIROY.  I  kave  not  eatei^ate^ 
il.  I  do  aol  knovr  whether  tbeB«ini<mber8  are 
rette^d  cerreetly  to  eacb  of  tke  States  or  boIv 
The  Senator  se^  H  ie  so,  and  I  suppose  it  is; 
btrt  I  woi»ld  rather  have  a  defiaite  number  ftxe^ 
aird  let  every  State  have  its  propertife«  on  a 
rale  that  should  apply  eqaally  to  all.  The 
Senator  has  argued  at  eonsfderahle  length  this 
morning  against  a  large  House  of  Represent- 
atiTeSi  and  yet  he  proposes  to  add  nine  f  o  the 
number  of  members  fixed  by  the  bill  of  the 
House.  I  do  not  understand  it.  In  the  light 
of  his  argument,  he  should  either  leare  the 
number  as  it  now  is  or  fix  the  number  that 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  by  a  strict  rale  appli- 
cable to  all  the  States  alike. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermoot.  I  am  ready 
to  explain  this  at  full  length  and  in  detail ;  but 
as  it  has  been  before  every  Senator,  I  suoposed 
all  had  read  the  same  document  I  had  read. 
There  they  will  see  that  it  is  carefully  figured 
out,  with  every  fraction,  on  paper.  I  have 
figured  it  independently  of  this  paper  before  I 
saw  it,  and  I  think  there  is  no  mistake  as  to 
ita  accuracy.  In  relation  to  my  consistency, 
I  will  sayt  hat  while  I  connder  a  large  increase 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  an  evil,  1 
consider  an  injustice  inflicted  on  any  State  a 
greater  evil.  I  consider  disobedience  to  a 
plain  provision  of  the  Constitution  so  flagrant 
that  I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill  any  way,  unless 
it  be  altered  seriously. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No  Senator  desires  to 
inflict  any  injustice  on  any  State,  I  think, 
especially  upon  Hew  England.  The  Senator 
has  spoken  at  considerable  length,  with  a 
view  of  exciting  symF^athy  for  New  England. 
I  do  not  brieve  there  is  a  person  iti  the  Senate 
that  would  detract  an  iota  of  any  credit  or 
merit  that  may  be  doe  to  New  England.  Bat 
if  she  is  losing  year  by  year  her  population  we 
cannot  make  it  up  by  law.  We  cannot  legis- 
late men  into  Vermont.  We  cannot  help  it. 
Her  loss  of  population  Is  owing  to  one  of  those 
inevitable  laws  that  cannot  be  controlled  by 
legislation,  nor  by  these  mathematical  calcu- 
lations, in  my  opinion.  I  want  to  give  New 
England  and  every  State  everything  she  is 
entitled  to,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  just  what  she 
asks. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  noes- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered.  Those  voting  for  the  larger 
number  will  vote  ♦*yea}**  those  voting  for  the 
smaller  nnmber  will  vote  **  nay.** 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    What  is  the  proposition ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Setiator  frotn  Vermont,  to  increase 
the  nnmber  of  Representatives  to  two  hundred 
and  ninety-two. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Cbaif  will  allow 
me,  I  tried  to  get  the;  Senator  from  Vermont  to 
make  that  motion ;  btit  instead  of  making  a 
motion  to  inct^ase  the  number  to  two  htindred 
and  ninety-two,  I  understand  he  simply  makes 
a  motion  to  increase  New  Hatnpshire  m>m  two 
to  three,  to  increase  Vermont  frotn  two  to 
thttse)  and  to  increase  certain  States,  but  he 
does  not  name  the  aggregate)  so  as  to  get  l^ 
diretit  vote* 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ohair 
merely  meant  to  state  the  eflldct  of  tho  vote 
generally  that  Senators  might  understand  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont*  1  will  move 
then  to  insert  in  line  five  **two  handed  and 
ninety- two''  in  place  of  *Uwo  hundred  and 
forty-three." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  we  ttttdeMtand* 
The  Senator  now  moves  to  strike  'Uwo  htttl- 
dredandfbrty^hree''  outof  theSenat^ateend*^ 
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nveM  tirtd  insert  ^'tw»  hcadved  mad  ninety' 
two," 

Mr.  MORJULL,  o^  VeroMnl.  I  witMraw 
the  fifst  propoei^n  for  the  preseat^  and  bk^ts 
this  last. 

The  PREBIDiNG  OFFICER.  Tkea  tha 
questfte*  is  o*  the  amen^aKit  to  tba  aaend- 
nieat,.  to  strike  out  '*  two  hoaidfed  and  fe*^' 
three"  aad  insert  *^two  h—dioA aa<fc  wiatty- 
two,"  on  which  the  yeas  aad  narps  have  bea» 
onleved. 

The  Secretary  prwoodsd  lo  call  the  roU. 

Mr.  FENTON  (after  having  voted  ia  the 
negative)  said :  I  was  paired  for  Satmrday  on 
thfMSttbjeet  with  the  Senator  firont  New  Hnup 
shire,  [Mr.  Cragis,]  and  as  bia  coUeagme 
thinks  the  pair  may  extend  over  motik  iO'&ff 
1  desire  to  withdraw  my  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senar 
tor  will  be  allowed  to  withdraw  hia  vole. 

The  resnlt  was  anaotiseed^-yeas  17^  nayv 
81 ;  aa  follows: 

YBAS-^Meeirs^  Aathowr,  Beremma,  Oarpeat«v« 
aiaroadi.  Ooldtbwaite.  Hattlin.  HariM,  L«wia. 
Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye,  Pat- 
terson. Ramsey,  Sherman,  Spraffue,  Sumner,  and 
Wilson— 17. 

NAYS— Meests,  Ames.  Baf ard,  BlaSr,  Oaldwell, 
Oaxneron,  Casserly,  Clayton.  Cole.  Conklins,  Davis 
of  Keataoky,  Davis  of  West  YirBrinia,  Ferry  of 
Bfiebigan.  Hanilloa  of  Maryland,  Hill.  Hitohoeek, 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Norwood,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Robert- 
son, Saolsbary.  Sawyer.  Soott,  StevensoD,  Stoek- 
ton.  Tbnrman,  Tipton,  TrambuTI.  Wisdom,  and 
Wrijrht--31. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Aleora.  Brownlow,  Baoking- 
bam.  Chandler,  Cooper,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Fenton, 
Ferry  of  Conneoticut.  Flanaean.  Frelinghoysen. 
GHtbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas.   Howe,  Keltocg.  Lo-* 

Saa,  Morton,  Osbora,  Pratt,  Biee.  Sehan,  denser, 
tewart,  Viokers,  and  West— 25. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  wa3 
rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thaqueatkm 
now  recnrs  on  the  anMndmeat  of  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Thai  pieseata  the  dis* 
tioct  question  betweaa  the  Senate  amendment 
and  the  Hoase  billy  the  Senate  amendntent 
fixing  the  nnmber  at  two  hundred  and  iofty* 
threes  while  the  House  bill  has  it  at  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty- three.  If  we  adopt  this  ameftd- 
meat  it  will  fix  the  number  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentativea  as  it  now  is,  at  two  hundred 
ana  forty- three. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  indul* 
genca  of  the  Senate  in  saying  a  word  on  thia 
amendment  of  the  committee.  I  do  not  sup* 
pose  it  will  perhaps  be  any  advantage  that  I 
should  say  it  except  to  mjrself  in  the  fact  that 
I  do  say  it  aod  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen* 
ate  to  just  what  the  truth  is  about  this  matter 
once  more.  It  looks  a  little  as  if  the  nniver« 
sal  thirst  for  gain  has  got  inside  of  this  Cham" 
her,  and  that  gentlemen  are  inclined  to  vote 
because  they  see  it  with  the  eyes  of  what  may 
be  advantageous  to  their  particular  States^ 
irrespective  of  what  the  Constitution  may 
require  and  what  the  mathematics  will  show. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  we  shall  have 
equal  representation  according  to  numbers  { 
and  yet  as  this  House  bill  stands  there  are 
eighteen  StateSt  to  wit^  Arkansa%  Coanecti- 
cut,  Qeorffia,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas^  Kentaoky, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michi{nn, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina^  (>ldo, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  and  Wisconsin, 
to  whom  by  the  House  bill  are  gif  en  eightaen 
Representatives  above  aa  equal  division  which 
only,  as  I  think,  the  Constitution  permita.     It 

Sives  eii^teao  Representattves  above  aa  aten 
ivision,  on  remainders  amounting  in  the 
aggregata  to  l»781,727f  whereas  itleaveaout 
the  ouer  nineteen  States,  who  have  together  a 
remainder  over  of  almost  half  a  miUion,  to 
wit,  478)045,  not  represented  at  alL 

The  consequence,  therefore,  of  making  this 
allowanee  fbr  remainders,  instead  of  obeying 
what  I  consider  the  Constitution  plainly  to 
be,  is  that  these  eighteen  States  take  eighteen 
Representatives  as  yon  will  see  on  less  than 
100,000  people  $o  each  Reptetentative  (  you 


baare  1,70^800  of  frapulatUMi  and  you  get 
eighteen  Representatives  upon  them,  Waviog 
neatly  half  a  n»illion  in  the  oUier  aineteen 
Statea  worepresented;  whereas  for  these  eigh- 
teea  Repsesenlativea  they  woaki  hava  required 
oik  the  evea  divisia*  that  the  other  States  are 
oh&ged  to  sohmsl  to,  besides  losing  thair  re- 
laaiadera,  2^44^142  inhahikanU,  thas  aiving 
a  repreaeBtaMb  o»  714,416  of  am  abscSately 
fietitsoaa  payiiiation,  or  moaa  than  five  Rep- 
resentaSivea  fer  aa  poyalatiotfc  at  all,  to  the 
exciiasisn  el  niaeteen  Statea  eatkled  on  the 
same  peinciple  to  ssere  than  three  Bepreeeat- 
ativea  oa  a  real  papi^afcioB^ 

The  aaawer  madotothiais,  **  We  canaothelp 
iL"  So  can  every  omm  say  that  does  aa  injua- 
tiee  and  viohuteatheCoBStitation,  ^*  We  cannot 
help  it."  The  ConstUation  nya  that  the 
appartionmeat  shall  be  aocordsng  to  aumhera, 
and  dowa  to  1S40  Coagresa  never  passed  a 
bill  which  aathorised  any  State  to  take  any* 
thing  beyood  the  number  that  aa  eveo  division 
woald  give  her.  Oa  the  eoatrary,  in  1792, 
when  the  first  appcrtioDakaot  bill  was  passed, 
it  was  passed  apon  the  theory  of  repreaenting 
fractions,  and  JPrecident  Waabiagtoa  vetoed 
the  bill  for  that  very  cause.  I  have  his  mea- 
sage  here.  It  will  take  only  a  ssossent  to  read 
it,  and  as  it  is  very  short,  aa  I  truat  my  litthi 
speech  will  he,  I  will  read  it: 

Apaii.6,.1792. 
OmuUmm  €/  the  &>u§s  uf  RtmreMmUOiv^  : 

I  have  matorely  considered  the  act  passed  by  the 
two  Houses,  entitled  **An  act  for  an  apportion- 
ment ef  Representatives  aaons  the  several  States 


aoeordlBf  to  the  trtt  ena«eration,"  and  I  return  ft 
to  yoor  House,  wherein  it  oriainated,  with  the  fol- 
lowinr  objections:  first,  the  Constitution  has  pre- 
seribed  that  Bepreeentativee  tfaall  be  apportioned 
aoMag  the  aeveriH  States  aooofding  to  their  reraeotive 
numbers ;  and  there  is  no  one  proportion  or  division 
wbich,  applied  to  the  respective  numbers  of  the 
States,  will  yield  the  aamber  and  allotment  of  Bep» 
resentativea  proposed  by  the  bill.  Seeond,  Uie 
Constitution  has  also  provided  that  the  number  of 
Representatives  shall  not  exoeed  one  for  every  thirty 
thousand,  which  restriotioa  is,  by  the  context,  and 
by  tair  and  ebvtons  eonstraetton,  to  be  applied  te 
the  separate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  States. 
and  this  bin  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more 
than  one  fbr  eveiy  thirty  thonsand. 

aBORQB  WASHINGTON. 

It  appeara  from  the  contemporaoeous  de- 
bates in  both  Houses,  which  seem  to  be  very 
well  reported  in  the  Annals  of  Congress,  that 
the  whole  question  turned  in  the  Cabinet  of 
General  Washington,  and  also  in  the  two 
HoBses  of  Congress  afier  the  message  was 
received,  upon  Uie  real  (question  stated  by  the 
President  in  his  first  objection,  and  that  waa 
that  in  order  to  obey  the  Constitution  the  best 
and  only  thing  that  could  be  done  was  to  make 
an  even  division,  having  agreed  upon  what 
nnmber  of  Representatives  Uie  House  should 
contain,  paying  no  attention  to  remainders  at 
all,  and  then  the  consequence  would  be,  aside 
from  obeying  the  Constitution,  that  each 
State  having  a  somewhat  greater  or  less  frac- 
tion over,  would,  in  a  general  sense,  average 
the  matter  of  this  supposed  remainder  or  in* 
equality  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  the  near* 
est  result  to  perfect  justice.  Accordingly  that 
bill  waa  dropped,  and  a  new  bill  was  passed, 
which  the  President  did  approve,  providing 
that  the  number  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea  should  be  so  many  aa  should  be  upon  the 
ratio  of  one  for  every  thirty-three  thousand 
inhabitants,  I  believe. 

That  waa  followed  until  1882,  when  a  strong 
eflfort  waa  again  made  to  have  a  representa- 
tion upon  fractions  in  the  same  form  that  it  ia 
proposed  to  represent  them  by  this  House  bilL 
That,  after  great  debate,  passed  the  Senate  in 
the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  House  bill, 
which  still  adhered  to  the  constitutional  inter* 
pretadon  of  the  first  veto  mesasge  that  ever 
arose  under  the  present  Constitution.  It  passed 
the  Senate  as  an  amendment  to  the  House 
bin,  but  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  Uie  Senate  again  receded  ;•  so  that 
down  to  1840  Representatives  were  always 
ap^rtioned  under  the  Constitution  npon  even 
divitioDS,  leaving  to  the  accidents  of  popula* 
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tion  whatever  remainders  there  might  be  to 
fall  upon  one  State  or  another. 

Of  course  I  admit  that  that  does  not  in  a 
mathematical  sense  produce  perfect  equality, 
because  the  State  which  has  the  greatest  re- 
mainder over  has  proportionately  less  repre- 
sentation ;  but  it  will  be  found,  applied  to  the 
present  census,  that  a  large  number  of  these 
eighteen  States  that  are  now  to  be  represented 
upon  fractions  have  the  largest  population  ; 
they  are  the  lar^st  States,  and  therefore  the 
proportionate  diminution  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, according  to  their  respective  numbers, 
from  this  loss  on  having  a  larger  remainder, 
amounts  to  nothing  at  all,  because  the  repre- 
sentation of  two  and  a  half  million  people  in 
Ohio  by  seventeen  Representatives,  if  yon 
please,  when  by  a  perfect  mathematical  divis- 
ion she  would  be  entitled  to  have  a  Repre- 
sentative on  a  remainder  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand over,  or  one  hundred  thousand,  or  what- 
ever it  might  be,  would  be  much  smaller  than 
on  the  same  number  of  population  or  a  smaller 
portion  of  po()ulation  left  over  in  a  State  whose 
total  population  was  much  less.  In  other 
words,  each  State  being  represented  accord- 
ing to  its  population,  man  for  man,  at  the 
nearest  possible  approach  to  a  division,  thus 
gets  her  equality,  although  the  larger  re- 
mainders are  found  in  the  larger  States.  But 
that  by  this  House  bill  seems  to  be  entirely 
ignored,  as  I  pointed  out  on  Friday.  It 
appears,  for  an  illustration  again,  that  the 
State  of  Ohio,  with  eight  times  the  population 
of  Vermont,  has  ten  times  her  representation, 
and  you  could  therefore  take  two  from  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  strike  out  from  this  bill  altogether 
three  of  her  Representatives,  making  her  seven- 
teen, and  she  would  then  have  a  representation 
on  a  smaller  ratio  of  division  than  several  of  the 
other  States  have  by  the  bill.  It  is  obvious  that 
that  does  not  comply  with  the  Constitution. 
It  is  true  that  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee  does  not  cure  that  evil,  because 
the  committee — a  majority  of  the  committee, 
and  therefore  the  whole  committee^ — did  not 
feel  quite  advised  of  the  propriety  of  making 
no  provision  for  this  direct  representation  of 
fractions;  but  it  so  happens,  as  I  believe  I 
undertook  to  show  on  Friday,  that  if  you  adopt 
this  amendment  the  result  in  respect  to  the 
evenness  of  these  remainders,  and  in  respect 
to  the  general  justice  of  the  result,  with  one 
single  exception,  comes  much  nearer  to  the 
truth  and  to  the  constitutional  basis  than  the 
bill  of  the  House  does.  But  the  true  thing 
that  this  body  ought  to  do,  and  that  the  House 
ought  to  do,  is  to  reject  fractions  altogether ; 
to  pay  attention  to  remainders,  but  to  obey  the 
Constitution  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  inter- 
preted for  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when  the  question  was  drawn  into  con- 
sideration at  eveiT  census,  when  it  was  acted 
upon  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  the 
President,  and  every  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  one  direction.  Then  no  State  can 
complain ;  then  no  serious  injustice  looking 
over  a  considerable  period  of  time  can  ever 
be  done.  But  if  you  are  temporarily  U^  give 
to  States  which  have  large  remainders  more 
than  they  are  entitled  to,  and  deny  to  States 
with  small  remainders  any  representation  at 
all,  vou  just  double  the  injustice. 

This  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  for  the 
future  as  well  as  to-day.  To  us  in  Vermont  it 
is  a  very  small  matter,  and  indeed  as  the  coun- 
try is  now  constituted  it  makes  no  practical 
diflference.  We  have  sufficient  reliance  upon 
the  justice  and  the  honor  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  suppose 
that  if  we  were  not  represented  at  all,  if  our 
Representatives  should  die  tomorrow,  no  in- 
justice would  be  done  to  the  section  of  coun- 
try they  would  otherwise  represent.  That  is 
not  the  point  at  all ;  but  it  is  the  point  in  this 
great  and  growing  country  that  we  should  ex- 
press and  carry  out  some  fidelity  to  the  consti- 
tatioual  requirements  as  to  equality  of  repre- 


sentation, and  that  can  only  be  attained,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  by  adhering  to  the  construc- 
tion that  was  put  upon  the  Constitution  in  the 
first  fifty  years  of  the  Government,  and  reject- 
ing remainders  altogether.  I  should  hope,  if 
this  amendment  of  the  committee  should  be 
adopted  or  should  not«  some  step  might  be 
taken  which  would  enable  the  Senate  to  express 
its  opinion  in  some  definite  form  upon  the 
question  which  I  have  now  stated. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Allow  me  to 
inquire  whether  this  amendment  involves  the 
question  between  the  Senate  ratio  and  the 
House  directly  7 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  does.  The 
effect  of  this  amendment  is  to  reduce  the  House 
from  the  number  fixed  by  the  House  bill  to 
two  hundred  and  forty-three. 

Mr.  SUERMAN.  A  vote  **yea"  will  fix 
the  number  at  **  two  hundred  and  forty- three ;' ' 
a  vote  *^nay''  will  leave  it  as  the  House  has 
left  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    That  is  it 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Those  in 
favor  of  the  smaller  number  will  vote  **yea;'' 
those  in  favor  of  the  larger  number  will  vote 
**nay." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I 
desire  to  make  one  remark.  I  was  struck 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sherman]  the  other  day  with  regard  to 
the  proposition  as  it  comes  from  the  House. 
He  reminded  us  that  it  was  a  House  proposition 
and  that  it  was  natural  that  the  House  should 
be  allowed  to  regulate  itself.  I  think  there  is 
much  in  that  worthy  of  consideration.  I  doubt 
if  the  Senate  would  receive  any  proposition 
from  the  House  especially  applicable  to  us 
with  much  favor.  I  think  we  should  be  dis- 
posed to  repel  it  I  think  that  we  should  say 
that  our  experience  should  enable  us  to  judge 
that  question  better  than  the  experience  of  the 
House.  And  now  I  ask  whether  the  experience 
of  the  House  does  not  enable  them  to  judge  of 
the  question  of  numbers  better  than  we  can 
judge  of  it?  I  confess  that  on  general  grounds 
1  should  prefer  a  smaller  House ;  personally  I 
incline  that  way,  but  I  am  not  willing  on  that 
point  to  set  myself  against  the  House. 

Then,  sir,  i  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  ex- 
ample of  other  countries.  1  do  not  know 
whether  Senators  have  troubled  themselves 
on  that  head ;  but  if  they  have  not,  I  think  it 
will  not  be  uninteresting  to  them  to  have  their 
attention  called  to  the  numbers  of  the  great 
legislative  bodies  of  the  world  at  this  moment. 
Beginninff  with  England,  there  is  the  upper 
House,  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  composea  of 
four  hundred  and  sixty-six  members;  then  the 
lower  House,  the  House  of  Commons,  with  six 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  members.  We  know 
that,  practically,  these  members  attend  only 
in  comparatively  small  numbers ;  that  it  is 
only  on  great  questions  that  either  House  is 
full. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Did  the  House  of  Lords 
ever  have  anything  like  that  number  present? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  has  had  several  hundred. 
There  are  four  hundred  and  sixty- six  entitled 
to  seats  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Pass  over  to  France.  The  National  Assem- 
bly sitting  at  Versailles  at  this  moment,  elected 
February  8,  1871,  and  July  2, 1871,  consisto  of 
seven  hundred  and  thirtr* eight  members. 

Pass  on  to  Prussia.  The  upper  Chamber  of 
the  Parliament  of  Prussia  has  two  hundred 
and  sixty- seven  members ;  the  lower  Chamber 
has  four  hundred  and  sixty-two.  Now,  we  all 
know  that  Prussia  is  a  country  where  no  rule 
of  administration  or  of  constitution  is  adopted 
lightly,  and  everything  is  considered,  if  1  may 
so  exptesa  myself,  in  the  light  of  science. 


Pass  to  Austria,  under  the  recent  organixa- 
tion.  You  are  aware  that  there  are  two  dif- 
ferent Parliaments  now  in  Austria:  one  for 
what  is  called  the  cis-Leithan  territories, 
territories  this  side  of  the  river  Leith ;  th< 
other,  trans- Leithan,  being  those  on  the  other 
side,  constituting  Hungary.  Be^nning  with 
those  on  this  side  of  the  river  Leith,  the  npper 
House  consists  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers— observe  it  is  twice  as  Urge  as  oor  Seoste, 
The  lower  House  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
three  members — smaller  than  our  House  of 
Representatives.  But  now  pass  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river  and  look  at  the  Hangariaa 
Parliament  There  the  upper  House  contaiQ& 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  members,  and  the 
lower  House,  or  Chamber  of  Deputies,  as  it  is 
called,  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight 

Pass  to  Italy,  a  country  organised  under  t 
new  constitution  in  the  light  of  European  and 
American  experience,  liberal,  and  with  a  dis- 
position to  found  their  institutions  on  the  basit 
of  science.  The  Senate  of  Italy  contains  two 
hundred  and  seventy  members,  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies  five  hundred  and  eight 

Then  pass  to  Spain.  There  the  Cortes  con- 
tains four  hundred  members. 

So  that  you  will  find  in  all  these .  countries. 
Great  Britain,  France,  Prussia,  Hungary,  ana 
Spain,  that  the  number  adopted  for  the  lower 
House  is  much  larger  than  any  now  proposed 
for  our  House  of  Representatives. 

I  call  attention  to  this  fact  because  it  illnstratei 
the  question  by  the  example  of  other  natiooa. 
At  any  rate  it  shows  that  other  nations  ait 
not  deterred  by  anything  in  political  experience 
from  having  a  House  with  these  large  numbers ; 
and  this  perhaps  is  of  more  value  becaa«e 
writers  in  Europe,  political  philosophers  for 
successive  generations,  have  warned  against 
laige  bodies.  We  have  the  famous  saying  of 
the  Cardinal  De  Retz  that  any  body  of  meo 
above  a  hundred  is  a  mob,  and  that  saying, 
coming  from  so  famous  a  statesman  and  wiu 
has  passed  into  a  proverb,  doubtless  affeetiof 
the  judgment  of  many  minds  ;  and  yet  in  the 
face  of  this  testimony,  we  find  that  the  actoal 
practical  example  of  Europe  is  the  other  way. 
The  popular  branch  in  all  these  coosiderable 
countries  is  much  more  numerous  than  it  is 
now  proposed  to  make  our  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  desire  to 
ask  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts whether  he,  with  his  record,  can  vote  to 
ignore  the  fourteenth  amendment,  as  the  Hoose 
bill  obviously  does  ? 

Mr.  S  U MN ER.  I  have  said  nothing  on  that 
head. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  desire  to 
have  the  Senator  say  something  upon  it 

Mr.  SlTMNER.  The  quesuon  now  before 
the  Senate,  and  on  which  we  are  to  vote,  is 
between  the  smaller  number  and  the  larger, 
and  what  I  have  said,  the  Senator  is  aware, 
was  addressed  specially  to  that  point 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  And  that 
question  decides  the  other. 

Mr.  SU  MNEK.     Does  it  decide  the  other  T 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  How  does  it  decide  the 
other  question  ?  If  the  Senator  will  put  his 
proposition  on  the  other  question  in  the  form 
of  a  motion  I  certainly  shall  consider  it  most 
carefully  before  I  vote  against  it 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  Uiink  the  Senator  who 
reported  this  bill  told  us  that  it  made  no  dif- 
ference whether  those  excluded  by  the  four- 
teenth amendment  were  connte<^  or  not;  or 
perhaps  it  was  my  colleague  who  stated  it 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  say  to  ;he  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  that  it  makes  no  difference  at 
all  on  the  basis  of  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
members,  and  1  am  not  aware  that  it  makes 
any  on  that  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
I  have  made  a  calculation  on  two  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  the  House  bill,  without  taking 
into  consideration  the  fourteenth  amendment 
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at  all,  but  I  have  not  calculated  it  takiuK  that 
into  consid emtio D.  We  did  make  the  calcula- 
tioQ  on  the  number  two  bandred  and  fort;- 
Lhree,  and  iu  tbat  case  it  does  aot  alter  it  al 
all,  and  I  have  no  r«aaoa  to  suppose  that  it 
would  alter  it  on  two  hundred  and  eigbt;- three. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  vhetbec  there  u 
•ny  exclnsion  from  the  right  to  vote  except  in 
Rhode  Island  and  one  other  Stale,  perhaps 
Masaacha  Beits  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  area  few  ex- 
cluded in  all  the  States. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.  I  should  like  to  know 
who  they  are  and  why  the;  are  excluded. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hare  the  table  before 
me.  I  will  stale  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio — 1 
stated  it  the  other  day,  bull  suppose  I  did  not 
attract  his  attention— that  the  secretary  of  the 
Interior  aaja  that  this  report  as  to  the  exela- 
BioD  of  persons  from  the  right  to  vote  uoder 
the  fourleenth  amendment  is  not  reliable  ;  that 
he  does  nol  place  much  reliance  upon  ilj  that 
there  was  uo  law  passed  to  carry  out  the  four- 
teenth amendment  in  Uiis  respect,  and  he  gavB 
iostruclioDH  to  the  deputy  marshals  to  ascertaia 
BS  well  as  they  could,  but  be  does  not  think 
their  reporls  reliable.  There  are  43,829  per* 
sons  reported  as  disfranchised,  who  are  male 
citizens  above  tweutv-one  years  or  age,  in  all 
the  States  of  the  Union— in  Alabama,  690  ; 

Arkansas,  198;  Ohio,  2,551 ' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Those  were  for  idiocy 
and  luDBcy,  I  presume. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  does  Dot  sUie  for 
what,  and  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  In 
Kansas  there  aiu  1,223  reported.  But  this 
informatioo,  as  slated  in  an  oScial  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  is  so  imperfect 
aud  so  indefiaile,  that  he  places  very  little 
leiiance  upon  ii,  I  can  have  the  letter  of  the 
Secrelar;  read  again,  if  it  is  desired  i  bat  that 
is  the  siaiemeut  which  be  makes.  *lhe  calcu- 
latioa  was  made  on  the  basis  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-three,  and  it  made  oa  difference 
whether  you  louk  the  fourleeulh  amendment 
into  conBideration  or  not.  I  have  not  gone 
through  with  a  calculation  to  see  whether  it 
would  do  so  ou  tile  basis  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty- three  members ;  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  it  would. 

Ur.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  proposition 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would 
seem  to  be  an  effori  to  keep  the  represenlatiou 
of  the  House  where  it  is.  That  maj  be  prac- 
ticable now  i  of  course  it  would  be  ifthe  House 
stjould  concur ;  but  it  is  apparent  enough  that 
there  are  popalar  tendencies  in  our  iuatiiutious 
which  will  in  the  end  carry  the  represeniaiion 
-  of  the  other  branch  very  much  bejrond  what  it 
is  now ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  will 
be  in  haimony  with  the  true  genius  of  our  in- 
stilulions.  That  branch  of  the  Government  is 
thoroughly,  in  its  make-up,  popular.  In  order 
to  get  a  fair  eiprewiou  of  wiuil  ii  is,  it  ought 
to  represent  very  full;  the  popular  sentiment 
of  the  country.  It  cannot  do  it  so  well  in  an; 
way  as  by  uumbiirB.  Of  course  there  must  be 
•  limit;  but  iu  order  to  have  a  full  expression 
and  to  realiite  what  I  think  that  branch  of  tUe 
Government  is  in  theory,  it  must  in  fact  in  the 
end  have  a  pretty  large  representation  iu  the 
House  of  Rupresentatires.  Therefore,  I  think 
any  effort  on  ibe  pari  of  the  Senate  to  restrain 
it  IS  not  only  a  misconception,  bul  in  the  end 
would  be  overruled  {  and  I  am  disposed,  acting 
is  harmony  with  wbai  I  believe  to  be  the  gen- 
eral genius  of  our  institutions,  so  to  speak,  to 
defer  somewhat  to  wbal  the  Representatives 
themselves  feel  is  the  necessity  to  give  expres- 
siuu  to  that  popular  sense.  So  I  shall  find  it 
most  agreeable  to  myself  to  vote  for  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House.  I  believe  I  have 
once  voted  for  a  larger  number,  but  that  is 
entirely  in  harmony  with  what  I  have  said 
about  the  popular  cbaracti'r  of  that  branch  of 
the  Governmeut.  I  shall  therefore  vote  to 
sustain  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  as 
against  the  Senate  proposition. 

Mr.  COLE.     This  seems  lo  nte  to  be  a  mat- 


ter of  considerabl;   more   importance    than 

would  at  first  appear  Upon  a  casual  view.  For 
myself,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  believiag  as  I  do  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  made  up  of  a 
large  enough  number  al  present.  The  practices 
of  other  Governments  in  this  respect  should 
not,  it  appears  to  me,  control  us  in  any  degree 
in  our  actioo  at  this  time.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  the  legislative  bodies  of  Europe  busi- 
ness is  transacted  in  a  different  manner  irom 
what  it  is  here.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  for  example,  a  division  is 
very  rarely  called  for.  It  is  a  very  common 
thing  in  the  Houie  of  Representatives  qf  the 
United  States  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  a  great  deal  of  time  i*  consumed  in  calling 
the  yeas  and  nays  in  that  bod;. 

But  a  disposition  appears  to  be  manifested 
on  the  part  of  some  Senators  to  defer  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House  in  regard  to  its  nnni- 
oer.  I  do  not  think  we  are  called  upon  to 
defer  to  them  absolutol;.  We  are  interested 
in  this  matter,  cerlainly  to  the  extent  of  ex- 
peditine  business  in  Congress,  and  the  larger 
the  bo4^  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  the 
more  difficult;  there  will  be  in  transaciing 
business  under  our  rules. 

It  is  presumable  from  Uie  form  in  which  the 
bill  comes  to  us  that  the  House  desire  this 
number  of  two  hundred  and  eighly-tjiree,  but 
il  is  not  to  be  concluded  absolutely  that  sacb 
is  the  case.  We  know  that  propositions  ver; 
often  come  from  that  House  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  Senate  will  correct  iheih.  We 
know  that  propositions  even  creep  into  ap- 
propriation bills  there,  which  they  absolutely 
rely  upon  the  Senate  to  correct,  where  the 
House  does  not  agree  to  the  proposition  as  it 
is  sent  to  us,  by  the  expression  of  the  will  of  a 
majority.  A  proposition  is  fire^uentl;  allowed 
to  go  through  there  under  the  importantty  of 
a  tew  members  of  that  body,  reliance  being 
bad  apon  the  Senate  to  correct  the  error,  or 
inislake,  or  wrons  in  the  bill  as  il  comes  to  as. 

I  am  convincea  that  under  the  rules  of  that 
body,  which  are  likely  to  coniiuue  for  Con- 
^sses  to  come,  the  House  as  now  constituted 
IB  larjce  enough  for  the  convenient  transaction 
of  business,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  With  rvard  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  or  the  Cenaot  in 
reference  to  my  own  State,  I  have  looked  at  it 
and  1  find  a  large  number  represented  there  as 
disqualified  as  if  they  came  under  the  fouc- 
teenth  ameudmeul,  as  if  the  disqualification 
was  something  provided  for  in  the  fourteenth 
amendment.  1  apprehend  that  is  not  so  at 
all.  Ill  their  instructions,  the  deputy  mar 
shals  were  required  to  ascertain  in  taking  the 
census,  of  a  male  citizen  over  the  age  of  twen- 
t;-oue  years,  whether  he  was  disqualified  to 
vote.  They  constmed  that  to  mean  whether 
he  was  a  qualified  voter;  and  if  be  had  not 
been  there  a  year,  if  he  was  what  we  call  in 
the  West  a  "new-comer"  and  had  not  been 
a  resident  of  the  State  a  ;ear  or  six  months, 
as  the  case  might  be,  he  could  nol  vole,  and 
so  the;  put  him  down,  as  disqualified.  The 
large  number  reported  as  disqualified  in  my 
State,  i  apprehend,  grows  out  of  the  fact  that 
in  taking  the  censQS  and  making  an  enumera- 
tion of  those  citizens  who  had  lately  arrived  in 
the  State,  they  were  put  down  as  disqualified 
because  the;  could  not  vote  under  our  consti- 
tution, had  not  been  there  long  enough  to  do  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  mean  to  sa;  that 
there  are  no  constilulioDal  diaqualificationB  in 
your  Stale? 

Mr.  POUEROY.  I  think  onl;  as  it  relates 
to  those  who  are  in  the  insane  asylum  or  who 
have  been  convicted  of  some  infamous  crime. 
There  is  a  disqualification  of  that  kind,  but 
the  number  is  very  limited. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the^  are  disqualified 
for  crime,  they  are  not  within  the  fonrteenth 
ameudment. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.    And  they  are  not,  as  Uie 


Senator  says,  with  the  exception  of  one  class, 
within  the  disabilities  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment. But  be  that  as  it  ma;,  the  number  is 
very  small.  There  were  twenty-seven,  I  think, 
at  the  asylum  al  the  last  report.  I  saw  noth- 
ing like  the  number  of  twelve  hundred,  reported 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Census  in  this 
table. 

The  objeciionoftheSeoatorfrom  California, 
thaiitwill  retard publicbnsioessin  the  House  of 
Repi'esentatives  to  have  a  large  number  there, 
may  be  a  good  consideration  oril  may  not.  If 
the  House  of  Representatives  desire  to  relieve 
tbenselves  of  the  delay  in  tilling  the  yeas  and 
nays,  Ihey  can  vote  in  five  minutes,  if  they 
choose  to  do  so,  and  take  the  yeas  and  nays 
substButislly  by  electricity.  A  machine  has 
already  been  invented  to  accommodate  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Chat  respect,  to 
take  Che  sense  of  the  House  by  yeas  and  nays 
and  have  them  computed  in  five  minutes.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  dischargethe  public  business, 
the;  can  discharge  it  better  than  they  do  now 
b;  sitnpl;  taking  the  seuse  of  the  House  in 
that  wa;,  and  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
provision  in  the  Constitution  or  any  law  against 
taking  it  in  that  way.  So  we  can  get  along  if 
the  House  choose  to  adopt  that  system  and 
conduct  the  public  bosiness  and  run  the  num- 
ber up  lo  three  hundred  or  five  hundred.  I 
shall  content  myself  with  voting  the  number 
that  the  House  of  RepiesenlaCives  themselves 

The  FRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  i^ues- 
tioD  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  on  which  the  yea*  and  nayi 
have  been  ordered. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  FENTON.  As  m;  pair  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Ckaqin]  did 
not  embrace  this  question,  1  take  the  liberty 
of  voting  "nay." 

The  reenlc  was  announced — yeas  20,  nays 
34 i  as  follows: 


So  the  amendmeat  was  rejectad. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senate  having  b;  a 
very  decided  majority  determined  that  it  will 
nol  restrain  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  number  now  in  that  House,  I  wish  merely 
to  say  for  myself  that  I  see  no  use  in  experi- 
menting h;  proposing  other  numbers  than  the 
number  fixed  in  the  House  bill.*  Ever;  num- 
ber requires  a  calculation.  Wherever  yon 
change  the  division,  you  must  have  a  new  cal- 
culation and  a  consideration  of  the  fractions — 
a  labor  thai  requires  time  and  care.  Any 
proposiiiou  made  to  change  the  number  now 
of  the  fionsehill  involvesan  inquiry,  what  will 
be  its  effect  7  I  can  sa;  to  the  Senate,  from 
having  studied  a  great  deal  upon  this  bill,  that 
;oa  cannot  understand  the  effect  of  an  amend- 
ment fixing  the  number  until  ;ou  have  ciphered 
it  oil  out  and  seen  it  in  tabular  form  before 
;ou.  While  I  think  the  Senate  committee's 
amendment  was  belter  in  every  respect  than 
the  House  bill,  that  it  produced  a  much  fairer 
apportionment,  was  much  nearer  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  kept  the  membership  of  the 
House  al  a  belter  number  than  two  hundred 
and  ei|bty-three,  yet  as  the  Senate  is  in  Eavor 
of  a  higher  number  than  at  present,  I  for  one 
see  DO  necessi^for  amending  the  bill  ■■  it 
came  from  the  House  in  teapect  to  the  Dum- 
ber of  tha  House  at  all.     I  thereftire,  to  br  aa 
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I  am  concerned  as  at  present  advised,  shall 
vote  against  any  amendment  to  section  one  of 
the  bill  of  the  House. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  next  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  in  sec- 
tion threO)  line  two,  to  strike  out  **1876'' 
and  insert  ''1872;"  and  in  the  fifth  line  to 
strike  out  **  forty -fifih"  and  insert  **forty- 
tbird ;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

8iO.  3.  That  the  Taeeday  next  after  the  first  Mon- 
day in  Noveiaber,  in  the  year  1872,  is  hereby  fixed 
and  established  as  the  day.  in  each  of  the  States  and 
Territories  of  the  Unitod  States,  for  the  election  of 
Representatives  and  Delegates  to  the  Forty -Third 
Oon^resa;  and  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  in  every  second  year  thereafter, 
is  hereby  fixed  and  established  as  the  day  for  the 
election,  in  each  of  said  States  and  Territories,  of 
Bepresentatives  and  Delecates  to  the  Congress  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March  next  thereafter. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  So  far  as  I  am  individ- 
ually concerned,  i  stated  my  objections  to  this 
amendment  the  other  day ;  but  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  ^Mr.  Mortox,]  who  has  been 
called  away,  lettword  for  me  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  again  to  the  inconvenience 
this  amendment  woold  cause  the  people  of 
Indiana.  As  I  understood  him,  they  cannot 
conveniently  pass  a  law  /or  the  election  of 
Representatives  in  November,  the  time  of  the 
presidential  election,  without  convening  the 
Legislature,  and  practical  difficulties  of  a  seri- 
ooB  character  are  in  the  way  of  convening 
the  Legislature  for  that  purpose.  Now,  as  no 
great  good  will  result  from  this  amendment, 
as  nothing  but  a  theoretical  good  can  result 
from  it,  is  it  not  better  to  take  the  proposition 
of  the  House,  and  postpone  the  operation  of 
this  change  until  1876,  and  by  that  time  the 
people  of  every  State  will  have  conformed 
their  constitutions  to  this  law? 

In  some  of  the  States,  I  do  not  know  how 
many,  this  amendment  will  require  a  special 
election  for  members  of  Congress  a  few  weeks 
after  the  general  election  for  State  officers. 
There  is  no  time  before  the  1st  of  November 
next  for  the  States  to  change  their  constitu- 
tions or  laws.  No  special  act  could  be  pro- 
vided to  carry  this  provision  into  effect  in  any 
State  withont  convening  the  Legislature.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  this  would  woric  consider- 
able inconvenience  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Our 
people  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  elect- 
ing members  of  Congress  at  the  time  of  the 
State  el'iction  in  October.  It  is  part  of  the 
habit  of  the  State  ever  since  its  foundation  as 
a  State. 

I  think  myself  that  it  is  wise  to  make  all  the 
fall  elections  occur  at  the  same  time,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  people  of  Ohio  will  this 
year  or  next  year,  when  the  constitutional  con- 
vention convenes,  fix  the  same  time  for  the 
election  of  Federal  officers  and  State  officers, 
thus  saving  the  people  the  expense  of  two 
elections ;  but  it  would  be  inconvenient  now, 
before  the  meeting  of  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion, to  have  a  change  of  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  Congress,  although  in  Ohio 
it  will  be  less  inconvenient  than  in  Indiana. 

I  am  told  that  in  one  State,  Texas,  there  is 
no  means  by  which  the  Legislature  can  be 
convened.  The  Legislature  has  adjourned 
sine  die.  They  are  only  elected  once  in  two 
years,  and  they  cannot  be  convened. 

Why  adopt  an  amendment  which  will  only 
create  embarrassment,  withont  doing  anything 
to  the  theoretical  good,  or  rather  bringing  a 
theoretical  advanti^e  four  years  in  advance 
of  the  time  fixed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives? I  hope  this  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  think 
the  same  day  should  be  fixed  throughout  the 
country  for  the  election  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. But  while  I  think  that  is  important, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it  adopted  at 
once,  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  adopt  an 
aoMndmaat  h«t«  that  i9  going  to  inoonreo-  ^ 


ience  the  States.  This  amendment  which  the 
committee  have  recommended,  to  fix  the  con- 
gressional election  next  fall  in  all  the  States 
on  the  same  day,  I  believe  is  desirable ;  but 
whether  it  is  best  to  adopt  it  for  this  year 
under  the  circumstances  suggested  is  a  ques* 
tion  for  the  Senate  to  determine.  I  think  it 
is  understood.  For  my  own  part,  left  free  to 
act  without  the  action  of  the  committee,  I  do 
not  think  I  would  myself  insist  npon  striking 
out  1876  and  inserting  1872,  but  I  do  not  see 
why  we  might  not  insert  1874. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  also  informed  me — the  Chair  will  know 
how  ^at  is — that  under  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  it  requires  the  successive 
action  of  two  Legislatures  to  change  the  consti- 
tution. That  is  to  say,  a  resolution  for  a  con- 
vention must  pass  one  Legislatnre  and  go  over 
to  another,  and  then  again  have  an  affirmative 
vote  in  the  second  Legislature,  before  a  con- 
vention can  be  called,  so  that  a  considerable 
time  would  be  required  to  change  the  State 
constitution*  I  am  quite  sure  that  is  the  pro- 
vision of  some  of  the  States ;  and  that  was  the 
reason  given  in  the  House  of  Representatives) 
as  I  am  informed,  why  this  change  was  post- 
poned for  four  years  so  as  to  give  every  State 
ample  time,  according  to  the  provisions  of  its 
constitution,  to  change  its  law  to  correspond 
with  this  section. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  There  is  no  necessity  to 
change  the  constituttoii  of  Indiana  or  the  con- 
stitution of  anv  State  in  order  to  hold  the 
election  on  the  day  named  in  this  amendment; 
and  that  for  the  simple  reason  that  Congress 
has  by  the  Federal  Constitution  the  power  to 
fix  the  time  of  holding  the  election  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  when  it 
does  fix  the  time  that  is  the  paramount  law  of 
the  laud ;  and  all  that  any  State  Legislature  has 
to  do,  if  indeed  that  be  necessary  in  any  Slate, 
is  to  pass  an  act,  which  can  be  passed  in  ten 
lines  or  less,  saying  that  all  laws  relating  to  the 
election  of  members  of  Congress  in  force  in 
that  State  shall  apply  to  the  election  when 
held  on  the  day  named  in  the  act  of  Congress. 
It  requires  no  change  of  the  Constitution; 
it  requires  no  intricate  legislation ;  it  only 
requires  the  passage  of  an  act  of  ten  lines ; 
and  in  most  of  the  States  it  does  not  require 
even  that,  because  the  election  laws  are  gen- 
eral) applying  to  all  elections  without  reference 
to  the  days  on  which  they  are  held. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wish  to  say  that  while 
my  colleague  is  technically  correct  in  his  state- 
ment, yet  practically  he  is  very  incorrect,  be- 
cause the  Constitution  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  and  many  of  the  western  States,  fixes 
the  time  for  the  election  of  State  officers  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  and  this  would 
compel  the  election  of  members  of  Congress 
three  weeks  afler  that,  thus  putting  the  people 
of  the  State  to  the  expense  of  a  double  elec- 
tion the  same  fall.  It  is  to  avoid  that  incon- 
venience that  I  think  the  States  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  change  their  constittltions,  and  to 
conform  their  State  election  laws  to  this  law. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Tbat  is  not  the  case  in 
the  year  1878  at  all.  This  amendment  creates 
no  additional  election.  The  people  vote  in 
October  for  their  State  officers,  and  they  vote 
for  President  in  November,  and  it  is  only  to 
transfer  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  election  in 
'  October  to  the  Federal  election,  where  it  prop- 
erly belongs,  in  November ;  and  before  1874, 
when  the  next  subseouent  election  will  take 
place  for  members  or  Congress,  every  State 
can,  if  it  see  fit,  change  its  constitution  or 
change  its  laws. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  hear  the  objec- 
tion stated  to  this  amendment  which  will  con- 
trol my  vote.  It  is  very  tme  that  the  power  in 
the  Constitution  to  fix  the  time  is  undoubted. 
The  only  question  with  me  is  whether  it  is 
wise  to  fix  it  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Senate.  I 
think  it  is  not    It  id  Vei7  true,  M  the  Senator 


from  Ohio  says,  that  a  law  in  five  lines  am 
order  an  election  for  members  of  Congress  ib 
November.  It  is  also  true,  however,  that  it 
all  States  where  members  of  Congress  are  now 
elected  on  the  day  of  the  annual  election  for 
State  officers  the  people  would  be  obliged  to 
hold  an  additional  election. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  answered  by 
the  suggestion  that  all  die  States  have  to  have 
an  election  for  President  on  the  day  Mm  fixes. 
The  State  of  Maine  this  year  votes  on  the 
very  day  fixed  here  for  presidential  eleders. 
You  have  the  two  elections,  at  any  rttte. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  objection  may  doI  apply 
to  the  present  year,  but  in  two  anbseqaent 
years  it  would  apply  precisely  aa  I  make  the 
objection  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Is  not  the  time  anffident? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sherman]  suggests  that  there  is  not  time, 
owing  to  the  mode  prescribed  for  amending 
the  State  constitution  in  Indiana.  I  regret 
that  Congress  should  deem  it  wise  to  fix  the 
day  of  election  in  November ;  but  that  is  a 
question  which  I  do  not  propose  to  diseosB 
now.  It  will  be  the  most  inconvenient  period 
of  the  year  for  the  Sta*^e  which  I  in  part  repre- 
sent, probably,  of  any  time  that  could  be  desg* 
nated ;  but  still  that  is  a  question  which  I  do 
not  propose  now  to  di^uss,  nor  do  I  wish  to 
interpose  any  objection  to  a  time  that  is  satis- 
factory to  Congress.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  time  should  not  be  made  for  the  coming 
election,  but  let  it  stand  for  the  year  named  in 
the  bill  of  the  Houee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  A»- 
THONT  in  the  chair. )  The  question  is  on  th» 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy 
to  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 
ciarv  will  be  read. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 

add  to  the  third  section  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  in  any  Stat«  in  which  by  law  th* 
polls  are  held  open  more  than  one  day  for  tha  elec- 
tion of  State  officers  the  polls  for  the  eleetioB  of 
members  of  Congress  in  each  State  in  A.  D.  ISTl 
shall  be  held  open  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
beginning  on  the  day  above  specified  in  this  seetloa. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Before  the  vote 
is  taken,  so  as  to  make  it  harmonize,  I  suggest 
that  **  1872"  should  be  changed  to  *•  1876,"  or 
else  omit  the  proviso  altogether. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  remembers  the  reason  that  was  insert^d^ 
I  presume.  It  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee  that  in  some  of  the  States,  particu- 
larlj  in  Texas,  I  think,  the  election  wad  held 
for  several  days. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.     Four  days. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    And  that  their  law  only 
provides  for  holding  elections  at  the  conn^ 
seat.     It  was  stated  to  th^  committee  that  it 
would  be  impracticable  for  all  the  voters  of  the 
county  to  go  to  the  county  seat  and  vote  on 
one  day,  and  hence  it  would  be  better  to  allow 
as  many  days  for  the  election  of  memben  of 
Congress  as  for  State  officers.     I  think  myself 
it  is  a  very  bad  arrangement  to  be  voting  sev- 
eral days;    all  the  voting  should  be  on  one 
day;   but  we  do  not  control  that;  and  inas- 
much as  in  some  of  the  States  they  vote  for 
several  days  and  have  but  one  place  tor  voting 
in  a  county,  it  was  suggested  that  we  onght  to 
extend  the  time  of  voting  for  members  of 
Congress  as  long  as  it  is  extended  for  voting 
for  other  officers.     I  do  not  know  now,  how- 
ever, that  there  will  be  any  particular  necee* 
sity  for  this  amendment,  the  other  amendment 
to  this  section  not  having  been  agreed   to. 
There  is  no  provision  confining  the  election 
of  members  of  Congress  to  a  single  day  until 
1876,  and  there  will  be  time  enongh  fof  these 
States  to  conform  their  legislation  to  the  law, 
which  will  take  effect  in  1876.     I  am  not  sure 
now  that  this  amendment  is  necessary  at  all. 
I  rather  think  it  is  not*    The  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr,  Thubmak]  had  informatlob  on  that 
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sabject,  but  I  do  not  know  now  thai  there  will 
be  any  necessity  for  this  proviso. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  necessity  for  the  proviso  now ;  but 
if  it  is  passed,  the  alteration  I  suggest  ought  to 
be  maae. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  had  better  leave  it 
OQt  altogether. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  alteration  did  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  suggest?  I  did  not 
hear  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  suggested  that 
if  the  proviso  was  kept  in,  this  provision  should 
be  made  to  harmonise  with  the  body  of  the 
section  by  making  it  apply  to  1876  instead  of 
1872. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  would  not  do  at  all, 
because  that  would  defeat  the  very  object  of 
the  proviso.  The  difficulty  which  gave  rise  to 
this  proviso  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee.  The  Senate  must  under- 
stand it.  There  are  some  States  in  which,  by 
the  laws,  the  election  is  held  for  several  days, 
and  all  the  electors  in  a  county  vote  at  the  same 
place.  For  instance,  I  have  in  my  mind  a 
county  where  there  are  six  thousand  voters, 
and  they  are  all  required  to  vote  at  the  same 
place.  It  has  been  found  by  experience  that 
you  cannot  take  and  register  the  name  of  the 
voter  more  than  one  vote  per  minute,  which 
is  sixty  per  hour ;  so  that  if  the  judges  sat  for 
twelve  hours  they  could  only  take  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  votes,  and  that  would  be  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  votes  out  of  six  thousand 
persons  entitled  to  vote.  That  is  manifestly 
wrong,  and  hence  the  State  law  provides  that 
the  etection  may  be  kept  open  for  three  or  four 
days,  so  that  all  the  voters  may  be  entitled  to 
vote.  But  I  am  not  certain  but  that  the  sug^^es- 
tion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  right 
now,  that,  since  the  Senate  has  voted  down  the 
proposition  to  hold  the  election  on  a  certain 
day  in  November  this  year,  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  this  proviso. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  had  better  be  left  out. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  in^dififerent  about 
this  amendment  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  consulted  one  of 
the  Senators  from  Texas,  and  he  thinks  there 
is  DO  necessity  now  for  the  proviso,  inas- 
much as  the  certain  day  6xed  for  the  election 
does  not  take  effect  until  1876.  I  think,  there- 
fore, this  amendment  mav  be  disagreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  to  add 
a  proviso  to  the  third  section. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next 
amendment  of  the  committee  will  be  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  in  sec- 
tion four,  line  eight,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"and  in  su'^h  manner." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    That  is  merely  verbal. 

Mr.  TH17RMAN.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted ;  I  see  no  necessity  in  the 
world  for  it.  And  now  the  Senate  having  re 
fused  to  adopt  anv  of  the  amendments  so  far 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  ho^e 
the  Senate'  will  continue  to  refuse  and  will 
take  the  bill  jmi  as  it  came  from  the  House 
of  Repfesentatives.  There  are  but  two  anaend- 
ments  now  lei^  reported  by  the  committee. 
One  ii  to  strike  out  the  words  'Sn  such 
manner}'*  the  other  is  to  add  an  additional 
section  as  section  six.  Aa  to  section  six,  it 
is  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  fourteenth 
amendaient,  and  there  is  no  more  necessity 
for  patting  it  in  this  bill  than  there  is  for 
inserting  the  Lord's  Prayer.  It  has  no  more 
effect  tkuia  if  you  were  to  insert  in  it  the  Lord's 
Prayer  or  the  Decalogue ;  and  therefore  there 
is  no  necessity  f  r  sending  this  bill  back  to  the 
HoQse  in  order  that  it  may  contain  the  four- 
teenth amendment,  or  a  clause  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment  to  the  Constitution.  I  take 
it,  then,  that  the  Senate  will  not  delay  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  in  order  merely  to  insert  sec- 
tion six,  which  is  nothing  but  the  fourteenth 


amendment.  If  that  is  the  case,  then  shall 
we  send  the  bill  back  merely  in  order  that  we 
may  amend  it  by  striking  out  these  words  *'in 
such  manner?"  I  do  not  think  that  to  strike 
them  out  would  serve  any  valuable  purpose, 
and  I  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment  will  be 
disagreea  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  When  a  bill  goes  on  for 
some  time,  Mr.  President,  you  at  last  gene- 
rally see,  with  all  respect  to  my  friend,  the 
cloven  foot.  If  you  do  not  adopt  this  amend- 
ment and  strike  out  these  words,  then  you  will 
have  repealed  in  the  case  of  elections  to  fill 
vacancies  all  that  we  have  provided  about 
inspecting  the  elections  of  members  of  Con- 
gress in  the  States  by  the  registration  bills  that 
we  have  passed  and  the  inspection  bills  that 
we  have  passed  in  this  Congress  and  in  pre- 
ceding Congresses.  As  the  Taw  of  the  United 
States  now  stands,  in  order  to  enforce  the 
rights  of  the  people  under  the  Constitution  and 
to  seeure  a  fair  election  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, we  have  provided  that  in  certain  cities 
there  shall  be  a  certaip  registration  and  certain 
inspection  of  elections  by  offioers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  section,  as  it  was  inadver- 
tently drawn,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  not  only  directs  that  .when- 
ever there  is  a  vacancv  to  be  filled  in  any  dis- 
trict for  a  member  of  Coneress  the  election 
shall  be  at  the  time  provided  by  the  State  law, 
but  that  it  shall  be  in  the  manner  provided  in 
the  State  law.  It  is  a  clear  repeal  of  the  exist- 
ing provisions  of  law  which  declare  that  it  shall 
be  in  the  manner  and  under  the  observation 
and  inspection  provided  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress. Therefore  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  to 
hear  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  say  that 
he  thinks  the  amendment  had  better  not  be 
adopted,  so  that  wherever  by  the  old  contriv- 
ances that  have  been  adopted^  in  some  of  the 
cities  that  I  need  not  name,  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  count  in  a  member  of  Congress  of 
a  certain  political  persuasion  that  did  not  have 
votes  enough  fairly  ^ven,  and  to  count  out 
another  who  did  receive  them,  it  would  only 
be  necessary  to  turn  out  the  United  States  in- 
spectors and  the  other  means  that  the  law  has 
provided  for  seeing  that  there  was  a  fair  elec- 
tion to  leave  it  to  the  ward  politicians  in  the 
city  of  New  York  and  other  cities  to  determine 
who  shall  be  the  member.  Of  course  mv  hon- 
orable friend  does  not  mean  that,  exactly  ;  he 
does  not  see  that,  of  course;  otherwise  he 
would  not  oppose  the  amendment ;  but  unless 
we  wish  to  repeal  what  we  have  already  pro- 
vided for  purity  in  the  elections  of  memoers 
of  Congress  in  the  great  cities,  we  must  agree 
to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  There  is  no  cloven  foot 
or  anv  other  kind  of  homed  animal  in  this 
amendment,  or  in  these  words  without  it.  In 
the  first  place,  this  section  relates  only  to  the 
case  of  a  special  election  to  fill  a  vacancy,  or 
where  there  is  a  failure  to  elect.  It  does  not 
touch  the  eeneral  elections  for  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  casesj  there- 
fore, to  which  it  will  apply  are  very  rare  indeed. 
It  is  very  seldom  that  there  is  an  election  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  and  still  more  seldom  that  there 
is  a  failure  to  elect.  In  all  those  States  in 
which  a  plurality  elects,  no  such  thing  as  a 
failure  to  elect  can  occur  unless  there  should 
be  a  tie,  and  in  those  cases  I  think  in  everv 
State  the  right  then  is  determined  by  lot  It 
is  so  in  my  own  State,  and  has  always  been  so. 

I  think,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  failure 
to  elect  except  in  those  States  in  which  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  is  necessary  to  elect 
a  member,  and  they  are  very  few  in  number. 
Then  there  is  no  probability  of  there  being  a 
failure  to  elect  so  as  to  make  this  section  neces- 
sary in  many  cases,  and  the  vacancies  that 
happen  are  very  few  indeed.  The  section 
itself,  therefore,  is  rather  inserted  out  of  abun- 
dant caution  than  for  any  other  reason.  It  is 
very  unlikely  that  there  will  be  half  a  dozen 
cases  of  elections  under  this  section  within 
half  a  dozen  years.     But,  sir,  suppose  there 


were.  The  Senator  is  entirely  wrong  in  saying 
that  striking  out  these  words  *4n  such  man- 
ner "  would  have  any  effect  whatever  upon  the 
laws  that  have  been  passed  by  Congress  in 
regard  .to  elections.  It  is  not  pretended  that 
those  laws  are  expressly  repealed,  but  it  is 
said  they  will  be  repealed  by  implication. 
There  is  no  implication  at  all  to  repeal  them 
if  yon  leave  these  words  in.  There  is  no  im- 
plication in  these  words  'Mn  such  manner." 
A  statute  is  never  repealed  by  implication  if 
both  statutes  can  stand.  It  is  only  where  the 
repugnancy  is  so  manifest  that  they  are  wholly 
irreconcilable  that  one  statute  repeals  another 
by  implication.  Now,  yon  can  satisfy  the  words 
**  in  such  manner"  in  the  section  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  without  making  any  repug- 
nancy at  all  between  it  and  the  act  of  Congress 
to  which  the  Senator  referred. 

What  is  **  manner?"  **At  such  time  and 
in  such  manner"  is  the  language.  Take  the 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  my  own  State.  A  vacancy 
happens  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  delegation  from  Ohio.  What  is  the  time 
when  the  election  to  fill  that  vacancy  shall  be 
held  ?  That  is  fixed  by  the  Governor's  proc- 
lamation under  the  law  which  authorizes  him 
to  issue  it  and  to  fix  the  time.  What  is  '*  the 
manner?"  The  manner  is  also  fixed  in  the 
same  way  by  the  law :  that  that  election  shall  be 
called  bv  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  then 
that  it  shall  be  held  pursuant  to  the  election 
law  of  the  State.    That  is  all  there  is  of  it 

Does  the  Senator  say  that  these  laws  which 
Congress  has  passed  repeal  the  State  laws? 
There  is  not  one  of  them  that  is  repealed. 
Every  election  to  be  valid  now  this  day  must 
be  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  State  law, 
and  because  you  have  superadded  certain  safe- 
guards, as  you  supposed,  certain  interference 
of  Federal  officials,  you  have  not  repealed  the 
manner  provided  by  the  State  law. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    No :  we  have  added  to  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  all  you  have 
done,  added  to  it ;  and  when  you  provide  here 
for  an  exceptional  case,  the  case  of  a  vacancy 
or  the  like,  you  do  not — because  yon  say  that 
it  is  to  be  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  State  laws — repeal  your  act  of 
Congress  which  speaks  in  so  many  words  of 
all  elections  at  which  a  member  of  Congress 
is  chosen.  There  is  no  express  repeal  of  it, 
and  there  is  no  implication  of  repeal ;  and 
much  as  I  think  that  these  laws  of^yours  are 
wrong,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  these  words, 
*Mn  such  manner,"  do  not  operate  to  repeal 
them,  and  do  not  affect  them  in  the  slightest 
degree.  There  is  no  necessity,  therefore,  for 
retaining  the  words. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  my  honorable  friend 
were  the  State  inspector  of  elections  in  all  the 
States  to  receive  the  votes  and  count  them 
everywhere  in  the  event  of  their  being  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death  or  resig- 
nation or  any  other  casualty  occurring,  there 
would  be  great  force  in  what  he  says,  because 
after  he  has  committed  himself  to  one  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  he  would  stand  by  it ;  but 
unhappily  he  does  not  fill  that  position.  Now, 
the  very  word  that  the  Constitution  uses  in 
giving  to  us  authority  to  interfere  in  the^tates 
in  the  election  of  members  of  Congress  is  the 
word  ^*  manner."  The  foarth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  declares  that 
**the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives 
shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legis- 
latures thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any 
time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regulations, 
except  as  to  the  place  of  choosing  Senators.'' 
My  friend  is  rights  therefore,  in  saying  that 
we  have  not  repealed  the  State  manner  of 
electing  members  of  Congress  in  those  respects 
which  are  still  consistent  with  what  we  have 
done.  We  have  not  undertaken  to  change  the 
time ;  we  have  not  undertaken  to  change  the 
officers  who  shall  preside  chiefly  at  those  elec- 
tions:  but  we  have  under  this  aethority  un* 
dertaken  to  supervise  and  to  watoh  over  the 
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State  elections  for  members  of  Congress  in 
execution  of  this  article.  Hence  there  is  not 
only  the  State  manner  now  in  these  elections, 
but  there  is  also  the  congressional,  the  national 
manner,  both  combined. 

Now  we  are  providing  for  a  vacancy,  and  the 
House  bill  says  that  if  there  is  a  vacancy  you 
shall  act  upon  the  State  manner  and  upon 
that  alone.  We  sav  leave  out  the  word  '*  man- 
ner;" merely  declare  that  the  election  shall 
be  at  the  time  fixed  by  the  State,  leaving  the 
State  manner  as  far  as  it  operates,  and  the 
national  manner  as  for  as  it  operates,  in  full 
force ;  so  that  I  disagree  with  my  honorable 
friend  entirely  when  he  says  that  this  is  no 
repeal  by  implication  and  inconsistency  of  our 
previous  condition  respecting  the  manner  in 
which  and  under  which  these  elections  shall 
be  conducted. 

Now,  if  the  Senate  is  desirous,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  saving  twenty  minutes  of  time  by 
sending  this  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  po  back  in  respect  to  vacancies  from 
the  provisions  and  securities  that  we  have 
provided  in  respect  to  regular  elections,  very 
well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  fourth  section,  striking  out  the 
words  '*in  such  manner." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered  ;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — ^yeas  26,  nays  82  ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman.Cftrpen- 
ter.  Chandler.  ConkliDg.  Corbett,  fidmands.  Ferry 
of  Micbiffan,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Hitchoook.  Howe, 
Morrill  of  Maine^orrill  of  Vermont.  Osbom.  Pat- 
terson. Pomeroy ,  Pool.  Ramsey,  Sawyer,  Scott.  Spen- 
cer. West,  Wilson,  and  Windom— 26. 

NAYS— -Messrs.  Bayard.  Blair.  Caldwell,  Cameron, 
Casserly,  Clayton.  Cole,  Daris  of  Kentucky.  Davis 
of  West  Yirtinia,  Frelinghuysen,  Goldthwaite,  Ham- 
ilton of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hill.  John- 
ston. Kellogg.  Kelly,  Norwood,  Rice,  Robertson, 
Saalsbury.  Sobars,  Sherman.  Sprague,  Sterenson, 
Stockton,  Samner,  Tbarman,  Tipton,  Trumball, 
Viekers.  and  Wrigbt--82. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Brownlow.  Backing- 
ham,  Cooper.  Cragin.  Fenton.  Ferry  of  Conoecticat, 
Flanagan.  Harlan.  Lewis,  Logan,  Morton,  Nye, 
Pratt,  and  Stewart— 15. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secre»arjt 
will  report  the  next  and  last  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  is  to  add 
to  the  bill  a  new  section. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  next  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  was 
to  add  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill  the 
following : 

Sic.  6.  That  shonld  any  State,  after  tbe  passage 
of  tbis  act.  deny  or  abridge  the  right  of  any  of  the 
male  inhabitants  of  such  States,  oeing  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  citisens  of  the  United  States,  to 
rote  at  any  election  named  in  the  Constitation, 
article  foarteen,  section  one,  except  for  participation 
in  tbe  rebellion  or  other  crime,  the  number  of  Rep- 
resentatiree  apportioned  in  this  act  to  such  States 
shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which  the  number 
of  such  male  citisens  shall  hare  to  tbe  whole  number 
of  male  citisens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such 
SUte. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing  to  that  amendment 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ^HERMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
second  section  of  the  fourteenth  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  read.  Probably  it  is  not 
fiftmiliar  to  the  Senate.  I  send  it  to  the  desk 
to  be  read. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  we  are  going  to  stand 
by  any  agreements,  probably  my  friend  had 
better  be  ^let. 

Mr.  SBERMAN.  You  have  no  objection 
to  having  that  section  read. 

Mr.  ED  M  UNDS.  No ;  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  it  read  every  day.     It  ought  to  be. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  in  the 
nature  of  debate,  but  if  there  be  no  objection, 
the  Secretary  will  read  the  section  of  the 
fourteenth  article  called  for  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senate  and  the 
Chair  think  it  is  in  the  nature  of  debate,  I  will 
withdraw  the  call.  I 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  in  the  nature 
of  debate ;  but  the  Chair  does  not  enforce  the 
agreements  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  only  wish  to  repeat 
in  a  single  sentence  what  I  said  on  Friday, 
that 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senate  do  not 
mean  to  stand  by  the  agreement,  and  let  it  be 
all  afloat,  very  good. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     What  agreement  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  To  vote  at  four  o'clock. 
It  is  now  after  four. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  to  vote  without 
debate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  did  not  know  anything 
had  been  said  about  that.  Certainly  I  will 
stand  by  the  agreement. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  adding  the  new  section 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  I  have  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lewis.] 
If  he  were  here  he  would  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  I  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  28,  nays  25 ;  as  follows: 

YBAS— Messrs.  Ames.  Boreman.  Cameron,  Car- 
penter, Ohandler,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Edmunds, 
Ferry  of  Michigan  FreliDghuysen.  Gilbert,  Hamil- 
ton of  Texas,  Ilarlan,  Hitchcock,  Morrill  of  Maine, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Osbom,  Patterson,  Pomeroy, 
Pool,  Ramsey,  Rice.  Robertson.  Scott,  Spencer, 
Spragne,  Wilson,  andWindom— 28. 

I^ AYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair,  Caldwell.  Casserly, 
Clayton,  Cole,  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Qoldthwaite, 
Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hill.  Johnston,  Kellogg, 
Kelly,  Norwood,  Saulsbury,  Sawyer.  Sherman.  Ste- 
venson, Stockton.  Tbarman,  Tipton,  Trambull, 
Viekers,  West,  and  Wright— 26. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Afcom,  Anthony.  Brownlow, 
Buckingbam.  Cooper,  Crafrin,  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flanacan.  Hamlin, 
Howe,  Lewis,  Logan,  Morton,  Nye,  Pratt,  Schors, 
Stewart,  and  Samner— 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  As  that  amendment  has 
been  adopted,  a  verbal  correction  ought  to  be 
made  in  it ;  in  the  fourth  line  to  insert  after 
the  word  ''the'*  the  words  '* amendments 
to  the ;''  so  as  to  read,  '*  in  the  amendments 
to  tbe  Constitution,  article  fourteen." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  correction 
will  be  made  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  no  article 
fourteen  in  the  original  Constitution;  but  it 
is  article  fourteen  of  the  amendments  that  is 
referred  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  amend- 
ment.is  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  I  move  to  amend  the 
House  bill  by  striking  out  the  fifth  section.  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  have  any  right  to  make 
any  observations  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No ;  we  shall  all  under- 
stand it  on  its  being  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Debate  is  in- 
hibited by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, but*  it  is  for  Senators  themselves  to  enforce 
it,  and  not  the  Chair. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  want  my  amendment 
read,  and  then  I  want  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  proper, 
because  every  Senator  has  the  ri^ht  to  oemana 
the  reading  of  that  on  which  he  is  called  upon 
to  vote.  The  Secretary  will  read  the  section 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  Senator 
irom  Kansas. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  5.  That  no  State  shall  be  hereafter  admitted 
to  the  Union  withoat  having  the  necessary  popn- 
lation  to  entitle  it  to  at  least  one  Representative 
according  to  the  ratio  of  representation  fixed  by 
this  biU. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
navs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  22,  nays  34;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Blair.  Boreman,  Cald- 
well, Clayton,  Corbett,  Gilbert.  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Harlan,  Hitchcock,  Kelly,  Osborn,  Pomeroy,  Pool, 
Ramsey,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Spencer,  Spragne,  Tip- 
ton. Wilson,  and  Windom— 22. 

KAYS— Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony,  Cameron,  Car- 
penter, Casserly,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Davis 
of  Kentncky,  ESdmonda,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  L 


Frelinghnyien,  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Msrylssd, 
Hill,  Howe^ohnston,  Kellogg.  Morrill  of  VenuB^ 
Norwood,  Patterson,  Robertson.  Sawyer.  Schon, 
Scott,  Sherman,  Stevenson,  Stockton.  Samoo,  Thar* 
man.  Tmm ball,  Viekers.  and  Wright-^ 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Brownlow.  Buokiiif. 
ham.  Cooper,  Cragin,  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Feny 
of  Connecticnt,  Flanagan,  HamliD,  Lewis.  Lops, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Nye,  Pratt,  StewtrtTud 
Weet-17. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  shonld  like  to  offer 
an  amendment  in  order  to  infnse  a  little  joitke 
into  this  bill,  if  I  cau  have  permission  to  ttj 
two  or  three  words  to  explain  it.  Otberwiee, 
I  presnme  it  will  be  of  no  account  If  there 
is  no  objection  I  would  just  like  to  sav — 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senstor 
from  New  Hampshire  desires  nnanimoos  con- 
sent to  speak  briefly  upon  a  proposed  ameod- 
ment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Will  it  not  be  QQde^ 
stood  by  just  stating  it? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.     I  only  want  to  state  it 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Just  let  U  be  sliied 
what  the  amendment  is. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  By  this  biU  the  Sut« 
of  New  Hampshire  loses  a  RepresentaUTe. 
We  thereby  lose  one  third  of  our  entire  repre- 
sentation. Now,  Ohio  has  nineteen  members 
if  she  loses  a  member,  she  loses  bat  odc 
nineteenth  of  hers.  That  results  from  tbe  Itct 
that  you  use  as  a  common  denomioator  the 
common  ratio.  If  you  take  the  popalationof 
the  State  and  use  that  as  the  denomiDttor  of 
each  fractional  remainder,  it  will  vary  the  rep 
resentation  in  only  four  of  the  States,  and  will 
bring  the  representation  more  nearly  to  enct 
justice.  I  will  indicate  the  changes  I  woald 
make  in  the  House  bilL 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  is  the  amcDd- 
ment? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  indicate  it  now: 
it  will  ^ve  three  Representatives  to  Kev 
Hampshire  instead  of  two ;  it  will  give  three 
Representatives  to  Vermont  instes^  of  two; 
it  will  give  nineteen  Representatives  to  Ohio 
instead  of  twentv :  it  will  give  eighteen  Rep- 
resentatives to  Illinois  instead  of  nineteeo ; 
twelve  to  Missouri  instead  of  thirteen :  two  to 
Florida  instead  of  one,  and  four  to  West  Vir 

finia.     It  makes  four  chanees  only,  giviog  to 
Tew  Hampshire,  Vermont,  West  Virginia,  and 
Florida  an  extra  Representative. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  What  is  the 
whole  number  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  same  as  in  the 
House  bill,  two  hundred  and  eighty-three.  It 
simply  makes  these  four  changes  b^  changiof 
the  denomination  of  the  fraction,  instead  of 
using  the  common  ratio — using  the  number  of 
people  in  the  State  as  the  denomination  of  the 
fraction.  It  is  more  just  altogether  than  the 
method  which  is  used  here.  I  move  those 
changes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  has  moved  an  amend* 
ment,  which  he  will  please  state,  that  the  Se^ 
retary  may  take  it  down  exactly. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    In  the  eighth  Iwe,  to 
substitute  **  three"  for  "two,"  after  the  «^ord 
''New  Hannpshire;"  in  the  ninth  line,  after 
the  word  **  Vermont,"  to  substitute  '*three' 
for  "two,"  and  "ten"  for  "eleven,"  after 
"Massachusetts;"  in  the  eighteenth  line  to 
substitute  "nineteen"   for  "twcn^,"  after 
"Ohio;"  in  the  twentieth  line  tosubetitote 
"eighteen"  for  "nineteen,"  afVer  "Iliinois;^^ 
in  the  twenty- first  line  to  substitute  "tvdf« 
for  "thirteen,"  after  "Missouri ;"  in  the  twenty; 
second  line  to  substitute  "two  "for  "one, 
after  "Florida;"  and  in  the  twenty-seventh 
line  substitute    "four"    for   "three,"  after 
"  West  Virginia." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretair 
will  now  report  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  On  thU  amendmeat  J 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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The  ;eM  and  nayi  were  ordered )  and  being 
taken,  resnlled — jeai  9,  naja  40  ;  as  rollowa : 
TEAS— Htnn.ADthoay.Boreman.DaTiiafWMt 

Titginia.  Bdmundi.  Gilbert,  Hitoheook,  Hoiiill  of 
VeriD^nt.  Oiborn,  and  PattcinDD-9. 

NAYS— Meam.  Amei.  Birird.  Blair.  Caldwell, 
Cameroa,  Carpculsr.  Cuaerly.  Cbnndler.  CUTtnn. 
Coll.  CorWt.  Daiiii  of  Kenlucky.  Ferry  of  Michi- 

S.B,  FreLinghnrsen.  Goldlhwuil*,  UamiLlon  o( 
arfland.  IlamiUoii  of  Tbxu.  HBDllm.  Harlan. 
Hill.  Hows.  Johniton.  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Lewis.  Nor- 
wood. Pomeroy,  Pool,  Ramsey,  Rice.  RoberUon, 
Baulahury.  Sawrer.  Sehun.  Soolt.  Sherman.  Spen- 
cer. SlB»eDiDn.  Stockton.  SuiBoer,  Thurman.  Tip- 
tnn,  Trumbull,  Vickera.  West.  Wilaon.  Windom.  and 
WriKbI-H9. 

ABSENT—Heun.  Atcom,  Brovnlow.  Boekiag- 
ham.  Conkling,  Cooper.  Cragin.  Fenton,  Ferry  of 
Conneotiout.  F]an*«an,  Lugun,  Uorrill  ot  Haiao. 
Morton.  Sje,  Sprague.  and  Slewart— 1-i. 

So  tbe  ameDdment  was  rejected. 

Hr.  HILL.  I  propoae  (he  foUowingBmend- 
ment  to  aection  fire,  line  three:  strike  out  the 
words  "one  Representative,"   and  itiaert  in 

'^The  VICBPRBSiBbNX.  The  effect  of  it 
is  that  hereafter  new  States  must  have  lo  enli- 
tie  ihetn  to  admission  populalioa  sufficient  to 
entitle  tbem  to  Iwo  Representatives  according 
to  the  ratio  fixed  h;  Ihia  bill. 

The  amtiDdmeDt  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  aa 
amended. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qQeslioc  is 
on  concurring  in  the  ameDdnenc  made  aa  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  ask  for  the  yeae  and 
najs  on  concurring  in  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDEMT.  The  amendmeat 
made  aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  is  to  add 
section  aii  to  the  bill. 

The  jeas  and  naja  wera  ordered ;  aud  being 
taken,  resulted— feas  84,  najs  19;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Heran.^AmM,  Boreman.  Caldwell.  C> 


.  Cupe 


handler. 


Oilberl 


■of  Min 


.r  San 


Witaoo.  Windom,  and  Wnghl-S4.  „     .      , 

NAYft-Menr*.  Blair,  Bayard.  Casnrly.  Ditib  of 
West  Vlcf  iEia.  Goldthwaita.  Uamilion  of  Muylnnd. 
Hill,  JohDrtOD,  Kelly,  Norwood,  Sanlabury,  Sber- 
man.ataTenBon,  Stockton,  Thnrman.Tipton.Ttum- 
bull.  ViGken.  and  West— J9. 

ABSENT-MeMra,  Aloorn,  Anthony,  Brownlow, 
Baokinaham,  Cole.  Cooper.  CrMin.  Davii  of  Ken- 
tnoky.  Fenton.  Ferry  of  ConncoticDt.  Flanagan. 
Kellogg.  Lewis.  Logan,  Morton.  Nye,  Pratt,  Sawyer, 
Slhara.  and  Stawart—SO. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Hr.  EDMUNDS.  This  bill  having  now  been 
amended,  1  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, which  was  disagreed  to  in  committee, 
striking  oat  the  words  "and  in  snch  manner." 
It  certain];  will  not  do  any  barm  to  strike  them 
ont  on  the  argument  of  mj  friend  from  Ohio. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  moves  to  amend  the  fourth  aectioa  by 
striking  ont  the  words  "and  in  such  nuiDoer," 
in  the  eighth  line. 

Ht.  TRUMBULL.  Let  them  goout.  It  can 
do  no  harm  to  strike  them  oat.  We  have 
amended  the  bill  now. 

Hr,  THURMAN.  Is  that  amendment  in 
order? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  ia.  The  bill 
is  now  in  Uie  Senate,  having  come  ont  of  com- 
mittee. The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  move,  in  the  first  sec- 
tion, fifth  line,  to  strikeout  "two  hundred  and 
eighty-three"  and  insert  "two  hundred  and 
ninetT,"  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  for  the  jeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  16,  nays  38 ;  as  follows : 

TEiAS — Msani.  Antfaony.  Boreman,  Carpenter, 
Clayton.  Edmonds.  Gilbert.  Hamlin.  Harlan.  Hor- 

Spencer  Sprune.  and  Wilson— 10.' 
™AT&--MSti  Am«,  Bayard,  Blair.  Cftldwell. 

amarOD.  Couerly,  Obandlor.  Cole,  Cunkling,  Cur- 
tt,  Davis  ofKentneky,  Davis  o(  WMtVirginii^ 
Veny  of  MMiifan,  VralughoysMi,  Hamilton  of 


rman.  Tin  ton.  Trambnll, 
and  Wright-3g. 
:orn.  Drown  low,  Bnoking- 
i>Ion,  Ferry  of  C^Dnnecliout, 
Howe.  I.Bwia.  Logan.  Mor- 
'e.  PaUerHU,  Pratt,  Sohnn. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Bmetidmentf  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  to  be  read  u  third  time. 

The  bill  was  rend  the  third  time. 

Mr.  MOEK!LL,>>f  Vermont.  I  call  fortbe 
yeas  and  aays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;>  and  being 
taken,  resalted- yeas  49,  nays  7;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Ueasn.  Amea,  AQthony.  Bl^r.  Boreman, 
Caldwell.  Cameron,  Carpentsr.  Canerly,  Chandler, 
Clayton.Cole.Conkling.Corbett,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Ferry  of  Micbigan.  FrelinghnyBen,  Gilbert. 
Uoldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  llsmlin,  Harlan, 
Kill.  Hilchcuok.  Howe.  Jobnaton.  Kellogg,  Kelly. 
Osbom.  Pomeroy,  Ham tey.Kice.  Robertson, Sawyer. 
Sohun.  Beolt,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Sprague,  Sieven- 
.nn  Ri^wurl.  Stockton.  Sumner,  Tburmin, Tipton, 
ill.  West,  Wilson,  Windom.  and  Wrlgbt-49. 


ABSENT-Mesi 
Buekiogbam,  Cooper.  Cr 

Fenton.    Ferry  of  Conn e^L ,..>..,  o..^.,..  m<.. 
LogMi,  Morrill  of  Maino,  Monoa.  Nye,  Pool,  i 


o  the  bill  w 


Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  conaidemtion  of  the  bill  known 
as  the  smneslj  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Was  not  that  bill  poat- 
poned  until  lo-morrow? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  was. 

Mr.  EUUUNDS.  Then,  if  it  ia  pos^oed, 
I  do  not  see  how  we  can  consider  it  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    1  hopeitwillbeallowed 

Mr.  WnlsON.  I  should  like  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
I  undecstuud  that  the  measure  he  proposes  to 
call  up  was  postponed  to  one  o'clock  lo-mor- 
row,  as  a  special  assignment,  with  the  same 
Qndersiauding  that  we  had  before,  and  that 
was  that  the  vote  was  not  to  be  taken  to- 
morrow, and  not  before  the  next  day.  That 
was  ibe  arrangement  the  other  day,  that  it 
should  be  taken  up  at  one  o'clock  to-du/, 
but  that  the  vote  should  not  be  taken  to-day, 
but  on  Tuesday.  Now,  I  want  it  to  be  under- 
atood  that  it  is' to  be  taken  ap  to-morrow  at 
one  o'clock,  but  that  the  vote  is  not  to  be 
taken  aniil  the  Dest  day, 

Mr.  TBURMAN.  All  that  is  aecesaary  to 
do  ia  lo  adjourn.  Then  ihe  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  will  be  up  to-morrow  at 
one  o'clock.     I  move  an  attjournment. 

The  motion  waa  ^reed  to ;  and  (at  four 
o'clock  and  fifty-three  minutes  p.  m.)  the 
Setial«  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoSDAT,  Jamiary  29,  1872. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  Q.  Bdtleb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  waa  read  and 
approved. 

ORDBR  OF  BUBINKSS. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  Monday,  the 
first  basiness  in  order  will  be  the  call  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  beginning  with  the 
State  of  Maine,  for  the  iniroduclion  of  bills 
and  joint  resolutions  for  reference  to  their 
appropriate  committees,  and  not  to  be  brought 
back  by  motions  to  reconHider.  Under  this 
call  memorials  and  resolutions  of  Slate  and 
territorial   Legislatures   are   in   order.      'Fhi 


ghot 


twelve  o'clock. 

BAKGOIt  OUSTOU-llOnSH  DISTRICT. 

Hr.  PETERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

I2I1]  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  custom- 

honsediaUiot  of  Bangor,  in  the  Stat«  of  Maine ; 


which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  primed. 

PART  OWNKHS  OF   VlfSSELS. 

Mr.  PETERS  also  inlroduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1213)  lo  define  Ihe  rights  of  part  owners 
of  vessels  in  certain  cases :  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Comroit- 
id  ordered  to  be  printed. 
IN  TIIK  N*yT. 

Mr.  HALE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1214)  establisliing  the  number  of  officers  of 
certain  ranks  in  the  Uuited  Statea  Navy  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  limu,  referred  U> 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PINB  TIUBBEt  AND  LDMBBB. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vermont,  introdaced  a  bill 
(H,  R.  No.  1216)  to  admit  pine  timber  and 
lumber  free ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
'Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENSIONS  TO  BOLDIEItSOr  WAR  or  ISIZ. 

Mr.  POLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
1216 1  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  pensions 
lo  certain  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of 
1812  and  the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers: 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
and  Warof  1S12,  and orderedto be  printed. 

CLAIMS  AOAINBT  THB  OOVKRNMENT. 

Hr.  POLAND  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1217)  limitingthe  time  wiihin  which  claims 
against  the  Qovernment  may  be  presented  and 
proeecoled  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
BQDALITy  OV    RIGHTS. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  introdaced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1218)  to  ealablish  equality  of 
rights  in  citizens  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  th« 
United  Slates,  and  ordered  to  be  piioMd. 

ADDiriONAL  STEAM    TBBStU. 

Mr.  BANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1219)  to  authorizu  the  construction  of  ten  oi 
more  steam  vessels  of  war,  and  for  other  pnr- 
poaes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
lime,  referred  to  the  Committee  OD  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PHOTKCTIOM  OF  TH8  FISBBRflB. 

Mr.  BANKS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1220)  in  relalion  to  the  further  protection 
of  the  American  fisheries,  and  in  relation  to 
the  navigation  and  commercial  intereata  of 
the  United  States  ;  which  was  read  a  first  aiid 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Commitloe  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
OWNKKS  OF  SHIP  JOHN  OARVBB. 

Hr.  BANES  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1221)  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Uosea  and 
others,  ownera  of  ihe  ship  John  Carver ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred, 
withthe  accompanying  papers,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
IMFROTBUBNT  OF  THAMES  RITER. 

Hr.  STARKWEATHER  introduced  a  biU 
(B.  B.  No.  1222)  for  the  improveftenl  of  tha 
Thames  liver,  Connecticut ;  which  waa  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IMPROTBMBHT  Oy  NOKWALK  HARDOR. 

Hr.  STARKWEATHER  also  introdaced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1228)  for  the  improve  ment  of 
the  harbor  of  Norwalk,  Conneedcat ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  lo 
be  printed. 

MOUTD  OF  CONNECTICUT  RIVBR. 

Mr.  STRONG  introdaced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1224)  for  the  improvement  of  navif^on  at  tha 
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moath  of  the  Connect icat  river ;  wbic)i  wfM  rea4 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  ^be  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  prii^^d. 

80DTUP0RT  HAB30fl. 

Mr.  BARN^M  jq^rpduced  a  bill  (P.  R.  No. 
1225)  for  tbe  improvement  of  $OQtbport  bar- 
bor,  Connecticut :  wbicb  was  rea4  ^  first  aqd 
second  time,  referred  to  tne  Committee  qn 
Commerce,  an4  ordered  tq  be  printed. 

.      MARGARBTTA  TAN  RBN88ALAER. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  New  York,  introduced  a  bill 
(Q.  R.  No.  1226)  for  the  reUef  of  Margarett* 
Van  Renssalaer ;  wbicb  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

8ALB  OF  UNITBD  STATBS  BONDS. 

Mr.  cox  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1227) 
relating  to  the  sale  of  United  States  bonds,  and 
to  prohibit  commissions  to  agents,  Ac;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered^ 
to  be  printed. 

&.  NBL80N  OBBB. 

Mr.  DUELli  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R,  No. 
1228)  lor  tb$  relief  of  R.  Nelson  Gere ;  wbicb 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
tbe  OommUte^  of  Churns,  and  ordered  ta  be 
printed* 

TAX  OPOM  SIRUPS,  MTO. 

Mr.  DUELL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1228)  to  repeal  so  much  of  tbe  internal  rev- 
enue act  ^a  imposes  a  staop^  tax  i:^on  siraps, 
froitS;  and  ye^etables ;  wbicb  w^a  re^d  a  &st 
aud  second  ti(^9,  referred  U^  the  Coi;nm,ittee 
ot  v^ays^nd  Means,  s^nd  ordere4  to  be  priAte4. 

ANN  a  BUTLBR. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1230)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  i^nn  C.  Bjo^tler ;  which  was  reac^  a  first 
and  second  time,  andref^red  to  theCopimittee 
ou  Invalid  Pensions. 

NANCT  T.  PABK. 

Mr.  KELLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1231)  to  grant  a  pension  to  Nancy  x.  Park, 
mother  of  Mary  J.  Park ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  a^nd  referred  to  th/e  pom- 
i;nittee  oi^  Xovc^Ud  Pensions. 

BANKBOPT  LAW. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1232)  fbrther  supplemental  to  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  a  uni- 
form systiem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
UnitKsd  States  r''  which  was  read  a  i|rst  and 
second  tiine,  referred  to  t,ke  Committee  on 
Revision,  of  the  La^s  of  the  Uni,ted  States^, 
and  ordered,  to  be  printed. 

ABRAHAM,  p.  BVBB. 

Mr.  L.  MXERS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1233)  for  therelief  of  Abraham  P.  Eyre, 
of  Philadielpbia;  which  was  read  a  first  ana 
second^  time,  and  i;eiierred,tpj  tl^e.Qo;p;Qitt^e,on 
Military,  Affairs^ 

JAMjn  1»  A9DURBID. 

Mr.  li.  MYERS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H'. 
R.  No.  1234)  for  the  relief  of  James  E^  Audu- 
reid,  late  of  company  B,  independent  Penn- 
sylvania cavalry ;  which  was  read  a  fisst  and 
second  tin^,  audi  referred  to.  tbe  Cpi^au^tea'On 
l^va^d.  J^easioQ^ 

HAROARTD  00NTBR3. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1235)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret 
Conyers ;  whiob  was  reaa  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  CommiUee.on. Invalid 
fensioDS* 

JAMBS  W.  WHABTOK. 

Mr.  PACKER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1236)  granting  a  pension  to  James  W.  Whar- 
ton, late  a  private  in  company  G,  first  Penn- 
sylvania rifles;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
ou  invalid  Pensions. 


f^^LTO  I^piLDYNO  AT  PARBISPUBO. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R, 
Nq.  12$7)  to  aut|iorize  tbe  erection  of  a  build- 
ing at  the  city  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
fjor  the  accommodation  of  the  post  office,  pen- 
sIqd,  revenue,  ^nd  other  offices  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  (ime, 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PANIKL  OBN|E|l. 

Mr.  B.  F.  METERS  iptroducecl  a  bill  (H. 
^,  Np>  1238)  to  remove  the  charge  of  deser- 
tion against  Daniel  Orner,  late  a  private  in 
CQ^p^ny  H,  ninety-first  regiment  Pennsylva- 
nii^  yolunteers;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
sec9n4  tiu^e,  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
pape^St  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PBNSIONS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Pennsylvania,  introdaoed 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1239)  supplementary  to  the 
act  approved  February  14, 1871,  granting  pen- 
sions, Sie.\  which  was  read  a  first  and  seeond 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DANIKL  TUBLL. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Pennsylvania,  also  iatro- 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1240)  granting  a  pen- 
son  to  Daniel  Tuell ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
^yaUd  Pensions* 

A    o.  BOOTS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Pennsylvania,  also  iatro- 
doced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1241)  for  tbe  relief 
of  A.  G.  Booth ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

WlbLIAM  iyBR3. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1242)  for  tbe  reUef  of  William  Ivers,  of 
saute  F6,  New  Mexico ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second,  tii^e,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

NA,NCY  CLOUD. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1248)  to  restore  to  the  pension -roll 
the  name  of  Nancy  Cloud,  the  wiaow  of  Wil- 
Ham  Cloud,  a  revolutionarv  pensioner ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  refisrred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revobitioaary  Pensions 
and  War  of  1312. 

COURT-UOUSB,  HKHTFOBD  COUNTY,  BTC. 

Mr.  COBB  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1,24^  making  an  appropriation  for  tbe  erection 
(^  Si  court-house  m  H!ertford  oouoty,  Nortb 
CaroUna,  to  supply  tbe  place  of  one  destroyed 
by  the  Federajr  forces  ;  wbicb  was  read  a  first 
and  seco^  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and,  with  tbe  accompanying  docur 
ments,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MASONIC  LOBOB>  GBOROBTOWN,  BTC. 

Mr.  RAIiNEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1246)  for  tbjd  relief  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of 
Geoigetown,  South  Carolina ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and,  with  the  accom- 

anying  papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

laims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MAUTIN.  J.  CBAWFORD. 

Mr.  PU  ROSE  introduced  a  bill  (SL  R.  No. 
yi4&)  to  remove  the  legal  and  politiciEd  disabiU- 
Ues  imposed  by  tbe  fourteenth  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  upon  Martin  J.  Crawford,  of 
tbe  county  of  Muscogee,  in  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia; wbicn  was  read,  a  first  and  second  timiSy 
4^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judicinry^ 

BAILBOAJ)  LAND  GBANT8. 

Mr.  McINTY^E  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1247)  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  sec- 
tion seven  of  an  act  approved  March  8,  1867, 
entitled  "An  act  making  a  grant  of  land  to 
tbe  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  alternate  sec- 
tions to  aid  in  tbe  construction  of  certain  rail- 
Doadft  in  said  Tartitorj,  and  granting  pofe^ 
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lands  in  alt^ate  sections  to  the  8tsts  of  Ala- 
bama, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  s  certtia 
railroad,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which  vu 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  tlit 
Committee  on  the  Public  LandSj  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ItBMOYAL  Of  POLITICAL  piSABlimiS. 

Mr.  DOX  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
1248)  to  relieve  G.  B.  Douthlt,  8aaiQel  L 
McSpadden,  and  Jackson  Milliopt,ofth«Sut« 
of  Alabama,  of  tbeir  political  disabilitiei: 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciuy. 

RBPIAL  Of  TAX  OS  SPIBITS, 

Mr.  HANDLBY  introduced  a  bfU  (H.  B. 
No.  1249)  to  repeal  all  laws  of  the  Uoited 
Statea  imposing  a  tax  upon  spirits  nadeexda- 
sively  of  grapes,  apples,  peaches,  and  other 
fruits ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  seond  tioM, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and  Meui, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBMOTAL  OF  POLITICAL  DlSABILmB. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  also  introduced  a  biU  (E 
R.  No.  1250)  for  tbe  relief  of  WilUam  Garrett, 
G.  W.  Davis,  Thompson  S.  Stevens,  andother 
citizens  of  Alabama,  from  their  civil  and  (tolit- 
ical  disabilities ;  which  was  read  a  first  aod 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  CoBUDittee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

BIDS  FOB  MAU.  SBBYICf . 

Mr.  BANDLEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1251)  to  r^^late  proposals  or  bid«  fcr 
mail  servioe  under  tbe  Post  Office  Departoeot 
and  tbeir  acceptance  by  the  Poetmasier  Oti- 
eral  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;  which  was  read  a  first  aad  second  tine, 
referred  to  the  Comnatttee  on  the  Post  Ofiee 
and  Post  Aoads^  a»d  ordeeed  te  be  pnaied. 

NBMPttia  BBA^OB  BAILIVO^^- 

Mr.  SLOSS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1252)  graatiag  pobilie  laiads  in  tbe  Stale*  of 
Alabama  aad  Geov^^  la  tbe  Memphis  Brtnth 
Railroad  Company,  to  aid  in  the  boildiM  of  i 
nailioad  f^sa  Decatiur^  Alabaiaa^  W  BsM 
Georgia ;  wbicb  waA  read  a  fh^  and  aeeoM 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poblifi 
IiaMi,  and  ordered  to  be  pdated^ 

PAY  Of  OXVIOBBS  0J(  LKAYB. 

Mr.  SLOSS  also  introdaced  abHl(B.B. 
No.  1253)  regulating  the  pay  of  oflScers  in  the 
United  States  Array  and  Navy  when  absfent 
on  leave ;  which  was  read  a  first  aod  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Milittfy 
Affiairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

MABT  E.  SACIA. 

Mr.  BARRY  introduced  a  bia  (H.  E.  Na 
1254)  to  con^rm  the  title  of  cectaia  Uim^  ^ 
Mary  £}.  Sacia ;  wbicb  was  read  a  fiist  and 
second  time,  and  refierr^  to  the  Coatoiitee 
on  Uous  Public  Lands. 

GULF  AND  SHIP  ISLAND   BAIU0A9- 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi,  presente^the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mjssissifjpi 
praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  land  gwnt  tathe 
Gulf  and  Ship  Island  Railroad  Cbmeaajr; 
which  was  referred  to  the  CommitUeoatbe 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

2CILIJIA  OlfXHM  UNITBD  STA^ 

Mr.  SHELDON  introduced  a  biU  (A  B; 
No.  1255)  makiBg<  pno^ision  fer  arming  ao<i 
equipping  the  wbole  body  of  thenwii**  ^rf 
United  StaMs,  and  for  other  P^rp^^^l; JJr^ 
wa»  read  a,6rat  and  second  time,  ^^^^ 
tbta  Co^mittee.on  tbe  MiUtiai  «Bd  ordsm  ^ 
be  printed. 

Bfr.  STB VBN8GN  introduced  a  bill  (B:  ^ 
No.  1256)  for  tbe  relief  of  distilhirs  of  «p»n" 
by  tbe  refunding  and  repayojent  of  •"'<^°yj 
expended  or  paid  and  deposited^  by  thefli  w 
Tioe  meters  ;  which  was  read  a  first  •jli^ 
ond  time,  referred  to,  the  Conjnyttee  of  wv» 
and  MMABy.  a^d  ocdecod  to  be  pj^a^* 
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BUBNBD  TIMBIB  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1257)  to  utilize  burned  timber  on 
tlie  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Michigan  and 
Minnesota;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands*  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OABBBTT  VLBMINO. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1268)  granting  a  pension  to  Gkirrett  Flem- 
ing ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

XXTBN8I0N  OF   LIOHT-HOUSB  BOARD. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  introdnced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1259)  to  extend  tne  jurisdiction  of 
the  light-honse  board ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  secoqd  time}  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commercei  and  ordered  to  be  prinied, 

ADMISSION    or  PH0T00RAPH8   FRBB  OV  DITTT. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  also  introdnced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1260)  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  photographs  for  exhibition  free 
of  duty ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meansi  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THOMAS  D.  WEST. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  introdnced  a  bill 

in.  R.  No.- 1261)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
>.  West,  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARLES  HIPP. 

Mr,  LAMISON  introduced  a  biU  (H.  R, 
No.  1262)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Hipp,  of 
St.  Mary^s,  Analaize  county,  Ohio;  whionwas 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Cororoittea  of  Claims^  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JOHN  CHAMP. 

Mr.  8HELLABARGER  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  9.  No.  126S)  to  compensate  and  suitably 
recognize  the  services  of  Sergeant  Major  John 
Champ :  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BECK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1264)  to  so  far  modify  and  repeal  existing  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  reqairing  all  duties  on  imports 
to  be  paid  in  gold,  as  to  allow  one  half  of  the 
araonnt  of  au^  duties  lo  be  pa  d  in  the  legal- 
tender  note*  of  the  United  States ;  which  waa 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PHILIP  N.  rox. 

Mr.  READ  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1265)  for  the  benefit  of  Philip  N.  Fox,  post- 
master at  Ml.  Washington,  Bullitt  eounty, 
Eentncky;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Poat  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

90ST  EOAD. 

Mr.  READ.  I  ask  to  introdnce  a  bill  de- 
claring the  road  leading  from  Buffalo^  ia  the 
eoonty  of  La  Rne,  in  tne  State  of  Kentocky, 
to  Sajoma«  lo  the  counter  of  Taylor,  in  the 
same  State^  a  post  road,  for  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  be  done  under 
the  rules,  and  the  morning  hour  cannot  be 
taken  np  with  snch  bilk. 

ABFBAL  OF  DUTIES  ON  INK,  PAPI&,  BTO. 

Mr.  READ  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1266)  to  repeal  all  laws  imposing  duties 
on  printing  types,  ink,  and  paper ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BQUALIZATIOM  OF  FUBU€  LANDS. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1267)  to  eqoalize  the  distdbntion  of  the 


public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
vide a  system  of  free  schools  and  public  edu- 
cation for  all  the  children  in  the  respective 
States  and  Territories ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  EducaUon  and  Labory  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HBIRS  OF  WILLIAM  B.  LEWIS,  DB0BA8BD. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1268)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs-at-law 
of  William  B.  Lewisi  deceased ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

STATB  UNIVBBSITIBS. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  asking  an  appropriation  of  one 
million  acres  to  each  State  and  Territory  of 
the  Union  to  found  a  university ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

€K>TBBNMSNT  TAX  BALB8 

Mr.  YAUGHAN  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1269)  to  authorite  the  redemption  of  real 
estate  bid  in  by  the  United  States  Government 
at  tax  sales ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONGER,  the  bill  was 
read  through. 

The  bil  1  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  J  udiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

DUTISa  ON  PBIMTINQ  TYPi. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No*  1270)  abolishing  all  duties  and  imposts 
on  imported  printing  type,  aud  placi  ng  the 
same  on  the  free  list;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Wi^s  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PHOSBB  80FIBLD. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  introdnced  a  bill 
(H.  Tt.  No.  1271)  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
''An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Phoebe  Sofield, 
widow  01  Lewis  Sofield:*'  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War 
of  1812. 

NATIONAL  CBMBTBRIBS. 

Mr.  COBURN  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1272)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
establish  and  to  protect  national  cemeteries,' ' 
approved  February  22,  1867 ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time^  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JAMBS  T.  JOHNSTON. 

Mr.  EERR  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  88J  for  the  relief  of  James  T. 
Johnston ;  whicn  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARQAEBT  BOYD  BT  AL. 

Mr.  M ANSON  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1273)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret 
Boyd,  Sarah  A.  MclTvaiue,  Silas  H.  Mellvaine, 
Rachel  D.  McUvainct,  and  William  L.  Mc- 
I lvalue  I  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

THOMAS  F.  8PBNGBH. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  introdncoda  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1274)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Spencer,  of 
Indiana ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

WILLIAM  VAILS. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  also  introdnced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1276)  for  the  relief  of  William  Vails, 
late  a  private  of  counpaoy  C,  third  regiment 
Indiana  volunteer  cavalry ;  ipkioh  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

WILLIAM  J.  m'INTTBB 

Mr.  SNAPP  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1276)  to  placo  the  name  of  William  Ji  Mo- 


Intyre  on  the  pension-roUs ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

woman  aUFFRAGB,  BTO. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1277)  to  allow  women  to  vote 
and  hold  office  in  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OOLONBL  N.  B    OIDDINOS. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri,  also  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1278)  for  the  relief  of  C  ol- 
onel  N.  B.  Giddings,  of  Savannah,  Missoi  ri ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  AffairS} 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADDITIONAL  00UBT8  IN  MI880I7BI. 

Mr.  COMINGO  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1279)  to  regulate  the  holding  or  addi- 
tional district  and  circuit  courts  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

HBIRS  OF  JAMBS  M.  SMITH. 

Mr.  HAVENS  introdnced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1280)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  the  heirs 
of  James  M.  Smith ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FRAUDS  ON  THE  TRBA8URT. 

Mr.  HAVENS  also  introdnced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (H.  R.  No.  89)  to  eonstme  section  two 
of  the  act  approved  February  2S,  1868,  en- 
titled '*An  act  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States;"  which  waa  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

GBORGB  GRAVES. 

Mr.  HAVENS  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1281)  for  the  relief  of  George  Graves; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^nds, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OONFIRMATION  OF  LAND  TITLES. 

Mr.  McCORMICE.  of  Missouri,  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1282)  to  confirm  certain 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

BOCNTY. 

Mr.  KING  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1283) 
to  pay  bounty  to  a  certain  military  organiza- 
tion therein  named ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiurs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARY  A.  SUOBMAKBR. 

Mr.  BURDETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1284)  granting  an  increased  pension  to 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Shoemaker;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

LOUISA  MOSS. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1285)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to 
Lonisa  Moss ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions. 

AMOS   BDBT. 

Mr.  WALDRON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No^  1286)  fbr  the  relief  of  Amos  Eddy,  of 
Plymouth,  Michigan;  which  wtas  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

FORT  GRATIOT  RBSBBTATIOH. 

Mr.  CONGER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1287)  to  provide  for  completing  the  survey  of 
Fort  Gratiot  militaj^  reaervation.  Port  Huron, 
in  tlie  State  of  Michigan ;  which  WAS  immU  firBl 
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and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

8LUHAN  8.  BAILir. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  for  the  relief  of  Sluman 
S.  Bailey,  collector  of  internal  revenue  for 
the  fourth  district  of  Michigan ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  aud  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND,  SAQINAW  RITBR 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1^)  to  authorize  the  stfle  of  Middle 
Ground,  or  Island,  in  the  Saginaw  river,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan ;  which  was  read  a  first  aud 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

INTBR-8TATB  TRADE  AND  COMMBRCfi. 

Mr.  CONNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  K.  No. 
1290)  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce  between 
the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

W.  A.  BAYLOR. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Texas,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1291)  to  indemnify  W.  A.  Saylor,  of 
Texas,  for  internal  revenue  taxes  illegally 
assessed  and  collected  during  the  years  1867 
and  1868 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDIAN  RKSKRTATIONS  IN  TEXAS. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Texas,  also  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  90)  providing  for 
the  cession  by  the  State  of  Texas  of  certain 
territory  in  that  State  to  the  United  States 
for  Indian  reservations  and  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAYMENTS  BY  UNITED  STATBS  OrflGBRS. 

Mr.  HERNDON  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  91)  amendatory  of  the  joint 
resolution  prohibiting  payments  by  any  officer 
of  the  Government  to  any  person  not  known 
to  have  been  opposed  to  the  rebellion,  and  in 
favor  of  its  suppression,  approved  March  2, 
1867 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DAKOTA  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  ORR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1292) 
granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Dakota  South- 
ern Railway  Company ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIOUT-UOUSB  ON   LAKE  WINNEBAGO. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1293)  makinj^  an  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Fond  du  Lac  river,  on  Lake  Winnebago,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HARBOR  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Mr.  HOUGHTON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1294)  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  at  San  Francisco ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  COURTS. 

Mr.  HOUGHTON  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1296)  relating  to  a  short-hand 
reporter  ot  tbe  United  States  courts  in  the 
State  of  California ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LAND  TITLES  IN    CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  SARGENT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.   . 
No.  1296)  to  amend  an  actto  quiet  land  titles  in  11 


the  State  of  California ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGES,  ETC. 

Mr.  SLATER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1297)  amendatory  of  an  act  donating  public 
lands  to  the  several  States  and  Territories 
which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of 
agriculture  and  mechanic  arts,  passed  July  2, 
1862,  and  acts  amendatory  thereto ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

HBIBS   OP  ELI   MOOKB. 

Mr.  LOWE  introduced  a  t>iU  (H.  R.  No. 

1298)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Eli  Moore; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIEUTENANT  JOHN    F.  WOTRINQ. 

Mr.  McGREW  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1299)  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  John  F. 
Wotring,  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ana 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

WILLIAM  B.  WILSON. 

Mr.  KENDALL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1300)  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Wilson, 
for  extra  services  in  carrying  the  United  States 
mails  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

H.  P.  DBNMAN. 

Mr.  TAFFE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1801)  for  the  relief  of  H.  P.  Denman,  late 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

UTAH  SOUTHERN  RAILROAD  COMPANY; 

Mr,  HOOPER,  of  Utah,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1802)  granting  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  to  the  Utah  South- 
ern Railroad  Company;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

USELESS  MILITARY  RBSBRYATIONS. 

Mr.  GARFIELDB,  of  Washington,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1803)  to  amend  the 
first  section  of  an  act  entitled  *^  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  distribution  of  useless  military 
reservations;*'  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MONTANA. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1804)  amendatory  of  an  act  approved 
March  2,  1867,  entitled  *^  An  act  amendatory 
of  an  act  to  provide  a  territorial  government 
for  the  Territory  of  Montana,  approved  May 
26,  1864 ;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NEW  TERRITORY  ORGANIZED  FROM  DAKOTA. 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  Dakota,  asking  for  the  organization  of  a 
new  Territory  out  of  the  northern  portion  of 
Dakota:  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ASSAY  OFFICE  IN  IDAHO. 

Mr.  MERRITT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1806)  supplemental  to  an  act  to  establish 
an  assay  office  in  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  ap- 
proved February  19,  1869 ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

TERRITORIAL  COURTS. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1806)  to  more  clearly  define  the  nature 
of  certain  courts  in  the  several  Territories,  and  II 


for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  a  finttad 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tb 
Judiciaxy,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ASSAY  OFFICE  IN  MONTANA. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1807)  to  locate  and  establish  ana<ssj 
office  in  the  Territory  of  Montana ;  which  waa 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

COLUIfBIAM  COLLEQB. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1308)  to  amend  the  act  incorporsuDg 
Columbian  College;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

EQUITY  PROOBEDINOS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill(H. 
R.  No.  1809)  for  the  regulation  of  equity  pro- 
ceedings in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Golambia. 

OEORGB  W.  8TURDEYANT. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  by  udmI- 
mons  consent,  introduced  a  bill  (fl.  R.  No. 
1810)  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Sturderaot; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ind 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

AMERICAN  INDUSTRIAL  LEAOUI. 

Mr.  WALDRON,  by  unanimous  coDseot, 
presented  the  following  memorial  of  the  Amer* 
lean  Industrial  League:  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaos,  aod 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Qlobe : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  RepreientativeMi^thi  CIm- 
ted  Statee  in  (hnffreet  a»$«mbUd: 
The  president  and  executive  officers  of  the  Amer- 
lean  Leaffue,  repreaenting  the  interests  of  Americu 

{troducere.  respectfully  petition  that  saeh  diecria* 
oatiDg  duties  be  levied  on  all  imported  maoafie- 
taree  as  will  render  substantial  protection  to  tbi 
labor  of  our  hands. 

The  people  who  own  the  coantrr  are  ripit]ali|r 
entitled  to  perform  the  mechanical  and  other  work 
required  to  sup  pi  y  the  nation  al  demand  for  labor  :uh1 
as  American  citizens  we  claim  the  ezdasive  rif ht  to 
the  home  markets  of  the  country. 

If  foreigners  want  access  to  oar  better  markets, 
and  on  an  eouality  with  ourselves,  let  them  emirnt^ 
to  the  United  States  with  their  capital  and  macbioerT. 
and  pay  not  only  our  higher  wages,  bat  the  taxes  to 
support  our  schools  and  other  institatioDS  as  ve 
have  always  done. 

The  home  market  sustains  our  indostrie^^  aad  it 
is  the  mainspring  of  our  prosperity.  Bat  if  the  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  of  the  producU  of  oar  labor  faiU.  toe 
work  stops,  and  the  employer  and  employe  ro  out 
of  the  factory  together.  If.  therefore,  to  pleaw  for- 
eign ers,  wo  throw  down  the  barriers  of  pro^'ljjf 
and  permit  our  home  markets  to  be  eapplied  witb 
the  manufactures  and  productions  of  other  coao- 
tries,  we  destroy  ourselves  and  sink  to  the  lerei  of 
slaves  and  paupers. 

It  appears  to  us  plain  that  the  free-trade  soheme 
now  urged  before  Congress  is  nothing  less  thaa  a  pioi 
to  crowd  out  American  workingmen  from  opr  home 
markets  and  rob  them  of  a  large  share  of  their  labor. 

We  call  yoUr  attention  to  the  fact  that  ereryday  • 
work  of  imported  manufaoturM  which  competes  wiui 
our  domestic  indnstriespraotioally  robs  ear  meebao- 
ics  and  workingmen  of  just  that  amoant  of  labor: 
and  experience  shows  that  the  more  we  have  to 
do  the  greater  the  demands  for  labor,  and  eonse- 
quently  the  more  we  prosper  and  impror*  ou 
condition.  . 

We  ask,  therefore,  at  tbe  hands  of  oar  "•P^"'! 
ativee  each  legislation  with  reference  to  the  tann  "J 
will  secure  to  us,  so  far  as  possible,  the  compiew 
monopoly  of  tbe  labor  of  the  country.  ,  ^ 

Tbe  benefits  growing  out  of  such  legislation  woaia 
fall  upon  the  toiling  millions,  and  all  bare  tbe  nfov 
to  labor.  Moreover,  we  think  the  moobaDJOS  ana 
workingmen  of  the  United  States  have  a  reasonable 
claim  to  such  fostering  legislation  as  wilt»^*°*?^S« 
domestic  industry  and  augment  the  labor  oi  »« 
nation,  for  labor  is  the  only  source  of  weaJW  w 
nations  as  well  as  individuals.  .    ^^ 

We  have  seen  printed  petitions  sent  oat  ey  w 
Free  Trade  League  in  favor  of  heavy  duties  on  x» 
and  coffee,  but  for  free  trade  in  tbe  m^^^ 
produced  by  the  labor  tff  England  and  other  toreip> 
countries;  bat  we  think  those  petitions  are  not  «u- 
tied  to  much  weight,  as  it  is  a  notorioM  wJwm 
the  League  is  operated  by  alien  emplo>e8.  f^rr. 
Uined  chiefly  by  British  subscriptions,  a  fcatnre 
sufficient  at  least  to  suggest  the  inquiry  *'J'\J!: 
snob  mission  work  is  carried  on  for  **»«  P"?^); 
and  gain  of  England,  or  for  charity  and  kindness  \» 
the  people  of  the  United  SUtes.  ,  ,   .  ....-i 

In  conclusion,  we  refer  to  the  foct  that  nw«J^ 
twentieths  of  the  voting  population  of  the  «onaw 
depend  on  labor  for  maintenance  and  V^-kiH 
We  therefore  claim  all  the  mechanieal  and  maoun- 
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inTlid*  oar  toil. 


uciiptioD  af  manofwtare, 
of  AmeriomD  citiicnltaip. 
TULit  qpoD  a-i  LtLhfti&rdfl; 

e  Sue  ehoald  fortign  foM 


D.  M.  KICUAKDSOB, 

HENRY  WfeBEE,^ 
F.TROWBRinOB. 
CHAUNCBY  UURLBUI, 


rice  J  a»uil. 

HART  B0BBIK3. 

Hr.  FOSTER,  of  PenDBvliaaiB,  iDtrodnced 
ft  joint  tasoIatioD  (H.  K.  No.  tf2)  Telative  to 
Uie  clftim  of  Mary  RobbitiB,  decesBed,  who 
iriui  the  widow  of  Breotnal  RobbinSi  an  officer 
of  the  BTinjortlie  Revolutiou ;  which  wbs  read 
»  Grtt  and  second  tiioe,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  ClaiiDB,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
BLIZABETHFOKT,  HEW  JCRaKY. 

Mr.  BmDiDtTDducedabiU(H.  R.  No.  1311) 
directing  the  Burrey  of  the  channel  opposite 
Elisabeth  port,  New  Jeisej ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OD  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOSIAH  HOBRIS. 

Mr.  HATS  introduced  Bbill(H.  R.  No.  1312) 
for  tbe  relief  of  Josiab  Morris;  wbich  was  read 
a  first  and  second  ^me,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  prinled. 
ANNA  Piuav, 

Mr.   DUKE  inlrodnced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1513)  for  the  retiefof  Aooa  Ferrf,  of  Elisabeth 
CitT,  Virginia ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
oad  time,  referred  to  theCommittee  of  Cl^ms, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MAIL  DIPKKDATIOHS. 

Mr.  TYNER  introdnced  a  bill  {H.  R.  No. 

1514)  to  authorize  the  appoiulment  of  a  chief 
of  divisioD  for  mail  depiedatiuns  in  the  Post 
Office  Department ;  whicii  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  / 

BHLISTBD  HKN  IS  SEMINOLE  WAR.V 

Mr.  WALLS  introduced  a  bill  (B-  R.  No. 
lS15)forthe  relief  of  enlisted  men  who  served 
for  thirty  daje  in  the  war  against  the  Seminole 
iDdians  in  the  State  of  Florida ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
JOHN  SLACK. 

Ur.  HALSEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1316)  for  the  relief  of  John  Black,  late  con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  the  citj  of  Mex- 
ico ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORT  or  IMTBT  AT  JBRSEY  CITY. 

Hr.  HALSEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1817)  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  ot  Jer- 
sej  City,  New  Jersey;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
UICtlAEL  SHIELDS. 

Mr.  HILL  introdnced  a  bill  (B.  R.  No. 
1S18)  foe  the  relief  of  Michael  Shields ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  PensioDs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 


HEIRS  OP   ALSXANDEH  BOUTBBRLAND. 

Mr.  MOORE  introduced  a  bill  (tl.  R.  No. 
1819)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  the  minor 
heirs  of  Aleiander  Southerlaod,  deceased  ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A.  0.  AND  T.  A.  WALKBB. 
Hr.  liOREY  introdnoed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1320)  for  the  relief  of  Augusta  C.  Walker  and 
T.  Alonso  Walker ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  Ume,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDER  OF  BDSlNEgS. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  morning  hour  has 

Mr.  DAWES  obtained  the  floor. 

ThK  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Massac h use tts  [Hr.  Dawes]  yield  to  allow  the 
transaction  of  matters  of  basinesa  which  gen- 
tlemen desire  to  introduce  by  nnanimons  Con- 
seat? 

Mr.  DAWBS.    I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

&B1P-BDILDIN0. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  by  unanimous 
consent,  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Inter- 
nalional  Steamship  Company,  relative  to  ship- 
building yards  and  docks  for  economining 
naval  expenditures  and  constructing  iron 
steamers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
NATIONAL  CDBRENOr,  ETC. 

Hr.  WHITTHORNE,  by  noanimous  con- 
sent, submitted  the  following  resolntion ;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banking 
and  Currency: 

Saolved.  That  thg  Committee  on  Bsoklni  sod 
Curreney  be  initructed  to  inqnire  into  the  elpedi- 


ir  Uoiti 


Sut«  Treaiar: 


proTidiag  tb»t  >t 
frmctianikl  eansi 
d  that  after  the  - 


of  the  bo 

'""■Sst'lbe'  uid  oi 
the  expedienB;.  in  ooi 


Su"'ij'baSk!'n°lMmn 


iep'niiiu  fiamiDdiTidaitls,  and  which  boada  fhallhe 
beld  u  a  leouriti  roriush  depoaiton  u  mar  have 


HBW  HAVEN  BARBOB,    ETC. 

Mr.  EELLOQO,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Actelenf.  That  tbe  Seoretary  of  War  be  reqneated 
to  tfimmLt  10  the  Home  a  oopy  of  tho  roDorlj  of 

icaproveraeDU  otNew^iven  harbor  acdHoiuatooio 

D  Diade  to  o[  filed  in  the  Deparlment 
publishod  report  of  the  S«crelar7  of 


that  tiftT 


AND  UARY. 
Mr.  PERCE,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor  upon  the  petition  of  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary,  in  Virginia;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  recommitted,  and 
not  to  be  brought  back  by  a  motion  to  recon- 

Or  POLITICAL  DISABIL1TIB8. 


Mr.   SARGENT^^bj 
introdnced  a  bill 


Ikl 


I.  1821)  (o  relieve 


the  person  therein  named  from  legal  and 
political  disabilities  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
I  desire  that  this  bill  be  put  on  it«  passage. 

Tbe  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  for  re- 
lieving Rnfus  Shoemaker,  of  Nevada  county, 
California,  from  all  legal  and  political  disabil- 
ities imposed  by  tbe  third  section  of  tbe  four- 
teenth article  of  amendments  to  tbe  Coostitu- 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  suggest  a  modi- 
fication of  the  language  of  the  bill  so  as  to 
strike  out  the  word  "legal."  The  constitu- 
tional amendment  imposes  no  l^al  disability. 

Mr.  SABGENT.     I  assent  to  that  modifica- 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  otjection, 
that  amendment  will  be  made. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Will  not  this 
man  be  relieved  by  the  general  bill  which  has 
already  passed  the  House? 

Mr.  SARGENT.-  This  is  a  special  case  of 
a  man  in  our  State.  I  tried  last  Congress  to 
secure  tbe  passage  of  this  bill,  but  was  pot 
off  by  the  statement  that  his  case  would  be 
included  in  a  general  bill.  I  have  voted  for 
a  general  bill,  and  am  ready  to  do  so  again. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Vfe  shall 
never  get  any  general  bill  so  long  as  we  con- 
tinue to  relievo  these  cases  in  detail. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Tbe  gentleman  will  find 
me  always  voting  for  a  general  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Ifthere  be  no  objection, 
tbe  bill  will  be  considered  as  passed  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote. 

There  was  no  objection. 

PtJBCHAHBOf  INDIPBN9EI4CE  HALL. 

Mr.  HIBBARD,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  fallowing  resolution: 

Whereubj  virtae  of  an  ael  of  Consreai  approved 
on  the  3d  day  of  Hari^h,  1371.  the  one  hundredth 

brslnd,  onder  the  auspioea  of  tho  floTtrnmBBt  of  the 


<n  of  ai 


laoutaolo; 


donee  &n'u.  in  lafd") 


lull 


liberl]'  in  Amerioa.  and  ousht  i 
Therefore. 


theCommitleeonPublioBuildints 
IDS  a  title  to  (aid  hall  and  the  iguaro 
t 'this  ancient  temple  of,  freedom 
<crate<l  acew  to  tbe  perpetuation  of 
itionaltife;  and  that  tiiiid  oommit- 


nle  of  Iheae  United  Statea;  and  to  report  to   tbe 

tion  u"  e7  m  "  obUia.%^L^a'rccammendalion  of 
suoh  appropriate  les illation  bb  tbay  mBy  eonaider 
ncceHsr;  to  carry  out  tbe  purpose  of  tnis  reaoln- 
tion;  Provided.  That  the  city  of  Philadelphia  eball 

and  just. 

Hr.  DAWES.  I  believe  tbe  resolution 
instruclB  the  committee  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  doing  the  thing  suggeaied. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  does. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  1  ask  that  the  retoluUoo 
of  the  Assembly  of  NewHnmpshire  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 
That  the  geoatora  in  Concresa  from  thia  Slate  and 
the  RepreaentativeB  be  inturaeted  to  introduce,  inp- 
port.  and  rote  for  a  bill  providins  for  the  porebaie 
of  theUalloflndflpendeneeandtheaqnarBon  wbich 
it  Btanda.  Bituated  in  tbe  oity  of  Philadelphia,  the 
aame  to  be.  on  tbe  Itb  of  Juir,  I87S,  farmsllr  dedi- 
cated to  the  Republia  of  tbe  United  3catea,  andooo- 
eecrated  to  tbe  perpotuation  of  cons titutional  liberty 


sa's.r 


Kttun  ^"tnU 


i  table 


Ji^di'nn^for" 


moDBT  Bball  remain  alter  the  ereetiou  of  (aid  build- 
ing, the  aame  iball  bs  appropriated  to  the  preeerra- 
tloD  and  improvemeDt  of  said  hall  and  the  iraunds 
on  whioh  it  IB  located. 

The  reeolntion  waa  Adopted, 
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RBlfOYAL  OF  DI8ABIUTIBS. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  introduce  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1322) 
to  relieve  certain  dtizens  of  Georgia  from 
political  disabilities. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  (two 
thirds  of  each  House  concarring  therein)  that 
all  le^l  and  political  disabilities  imposed  bj 
the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  remored  from  the 
following- named  persons  to  wit:  David  Irwin, 
of  Cobb  county ;  J.  A.  W.  Johnston,  of  Whit- 
field county)  Thomas  Hardeman,  of  Bibb 
county  'j  Marcus  L.  Billingsley  and  Christopher 
Parker,  of  Pike  county:  John W.  H.  Under- 
wood, of  Floyd  county :  WilHam  A.  Lofton,  of 
of  Jasper  county;  Jonn  L.  Moore,  John  D. 
Stewart,  and  L.  T.  Doyal,  of  Spalding  county ; 
Elbridge  G.  Cabaniss  and  Cincinnatus  Pee- 

Sles,  of  Fulton  county ;  James  P.  Simmons,  of 
iwinnett  county ;  William  J.  Hudson,  of  Har- 
ris county ;  Levi  S.  Russell,  of  Chatham  county ; 
and  Samuel  P.  Thurmond,  of  Clark  county, 
Georgia.  The  second  section  provides  that 
all  laws  or  Pi^ts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the 
provisions  or  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  1  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  his  bill. 

Mr.  SPEBR,  of  Georgia.    I  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  M AYNARD.    Let  me  ask  the  gentle 
man  from  Georgia  whether  theso  persons  have 
petitioned  for  a  removal  of  their  disabilities? 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  Certainly;  these 
persons  have  all  petitioned  to  have  their  dis- 
abilities removed. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  me  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  to  strike  out  the  words  *Mega1 
and,''  as  they  were  stricken  out  of  the  bill  of 
the  eentleman  from  California.  There  are  no 
legal  disabilities. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  agree  to  strike 
those  words  out. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
these  persons  have  petitioned  in  writing  for 
the  removal  of  their  disabilities? 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  They  have,  every 
single  one  of  them. 

Mr.  CONGER.     Where  are  the  petitions? 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  They  have  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Three  fourths  of  them  had  their  disabilities 
removed  by  this  House  in  1870.  They  are  all 
good  and  loyal  citizens,  and  every  Represent- 
ative of  Georgia  on  this  floor,  whether  Repub- 
lican or  Democrat,  will  so  testify. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  have  a  petition  myself 
from  Thomas  Hardeman  which  is  very  strongly 
indorsed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  accept  an  amendment  to  his  bill, 
including  the  following  names. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

William  Robiosoa,  of  Cooke  ooanty  ;  Lloyd  Bal- 
len,  of  Greone  county ;  Alfred  T.  Wilaon,  Qeorffo  R, 
McClcllan,  B.  S.  McDowel,  Owen  White,  anu  Dr. 
J.  Templeton,  of  SuUiTan  county;  Thomaa  J.  Wil- 
son, Charles  Meek,  and  C.  Collins,  of  WashingtoQ 
county;  Micbael  Carriger,  of  Hauiblin  county; 
Benjamin  J.  Lea,  of  Haywood  county;  L.  C.  Lock- 
hart,  of  Stewart  county;  A.  A.  Sifope,  of  Smith 
county;  J.  D.  C.  Atkins,  of  Henry  county;  John 
Dulaney,  of  Sullivan  county  sand  J.  T.  Trapp,  of  Do 
Kalb  county,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  will  accept  that 
amendment  as  a  part  of  my  bill. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  make  the  same  inquiry 
in  regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  Have  all  petitioned  in 
writing  for  the  removal  of  their  disabilities? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee.  They  have 
for  the  last  three  years. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  whether  we 
are  to  go  through  a  whole  million  of  people 
and  remove  their  political  disabilities  by  this 
same  process? 

Mr.  CONOER.    I  wiU  answer  the  gentle- 


man. I  am  not  the  author  of  these  bills, 
neither  have  I  presented  them,  but  I  have 
adopted  for  myself  one  rule  in  reference  u> 
these  private  bills,  and  I  cannot  support  them 
unless  I  know  the  persons  to  be  relieved  have 
requested  this  relief  in  writing ;  for  I  know  of 
some  cases  where  Congress  has  extended  re- 
lief by  a  bill  to  southern  gentlemen  and  they 
have  afterward  by  letters  published  in  news- 
papers stated  that  they  had  never  asked  Con- 
gress for  any  such  relief,  and  do  not  thank 
Congress  for  extending  it  to  them.  I  do  not 
propose  myself  to  vote  for  the  relief  of  any 
man  from  the  disabilities  which  he  has  incurred 
by  treachery  to  this  Union  unless  he  will  at 
least  do  the  House  and  the  country  the  courtesy 
to  petition  for  it  in  some  shape. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Then  the 
gentleman  means  never  to  forsive  or  forget, 
out  to  nurse  his  wrath  through  lul  time.  . 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  is  a  matter  of  feeling 
for  which  I  am  not  responsible,  even  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  There  are  so  many 
individuals  who  have  asked  and  been  refused 
that  there  is  not  much  encouragement  to  others 
to  ask. 

The  bilU  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  pasted ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BBLUeSRKNT  RIGHTS  OV  OUBA. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.     I  offer  the  following 

joint  resolution. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Joint  resolution  for  the  reeognitioa  of  belligerent 
rights  on  the  itart  of  the  people  of  the  island  of 
Cuba  in  their  oivil  war  againit  the  kingdom  »f 
Spain. 

Whereas  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  island  of 
Cuba  have  for  more  than  three  years  been  waging 
war  against  the  power  and  authority  of  thekingaom 
of  Spain,  in  order  to  wrest  said  island  f^om  foreign 
colonial  bondage  and  to  establish  political  inde- 
pendence and  self-government,  as  it  is  their  inher- 
ent right  to  do ;  and  whereas  in  the  progress  of  this 
contest  great  battles  have  been  fought,  thousands 
of  lives  saoriiced,*and  great  armies  and  large  naval 
forces  are  still  in  active  operation  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  with  no  apparent  prospect  of  an  early  term- 
ination of  the  straggle:  and  whereas  by  the  treaty 
of  1795  between  the  United  States  and  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  the  right  to  search  American  ships  on  the 
high  seas,  and  If  found  to  contain  articles  contra- 
band of  war  to  carry  them  into  Spanish  ports  and 
dispose  of  them  as  prises  of  war,  was  conceded  to 
Spain  only  when  she  should  be  engaged  in  actaal 
war  with  another  Power,  and  to  be  exercised  as  a 
purely  belligerent  right;  and  whereas  the  Spanish 
aathorities.  since  the  15th  day  of  March.  1869.  hare 
constantly  asserted  and  exercised  this  belligerent 
right  by  searching  and  seising  American  vessels, 
thereby  themselves  proclaiming  a  state  of  belli- 
gerency as  existing  between  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
and  her  revolted  subjects  in  Cuba;  and  whereas 
this  coarse  of  conduct  has  been  persisted  in  on 
the  part  of  Spain  in  the  most  offensive  and  inso- 
lent manner,  although  on  or  about  the  16th  da^  of 
July^  1869,  she  was  notified,  through  her  minister 
at  Washington,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  could  not  liail  to  regard  **  any  exercise  on  the 
high  seas,  near  the  island  of  Cuba,  by  any  vessel  of 
war,  or  privateer  of  Spain,  of  tho  right  to  visit  or 
board  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  undercolor  of 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  as  iavolving  the 
logical  conclusion  of  a  recognition  by  Spain  of  a 
state  of  war  with  Cuba;"  and  whereas  the  war  on 
the  part  of  Spain  has  been  waged  against  the  people 
of  Cuba  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  rules  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  and  with  a  ferocity  and  inhumanity 
which  have  shocked  the  whole  American  people; 
and  whereas,  after  more  than  three  years  of  conflict, 
the  kingdom  of  Spain  has  utterly  and  totally  failed 
to  establish  and  maintain  a  settled  government  in 
Cuba,  giving  security  to  life,  liberty,  and  property: 
Therefore. 

B€  ii  rfolved  b»th«  Senate  and  Bonte  of  Jitpre9etU' 
aHve4<^the  Uniitd  8t(Ue9  (^America  in  Conc^mM  a««eiM- 
bledt  First,  that  this  Government  is  called  upon,  in  the 
interests  of  humanity,  and  in  the  exercise  of  its  un- 
doubted right,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  to  determ- 
ine and  declare,  whenever  it  is  deemed  right  and 
necessary,  the  existence  of  a  state  ot  war  between 
contending  forces,  and  especially  so  when,  as  in  this 
instanoe,  the  conflict  is  in  olose  proximity  to  the 
shores  of  the  United  Slates,  and  directly  involving 
the  trade,  commerce,  property,  liberty,  and  lives  of 
American  dtisens*   Btoond,  tiiat  it  fc  the  troe  and 


well-eitablished  policy  of  this  GovemneDttoexteftj 
sympathy  and  ooantenanee,  in  all  just  aed  Uvfii  \ 
ways,  to  all  people  engaged  in  a  straggle  to  cntt« 
republican  institutions,  aad  to  sever  their  eoonte- 
tion  with  monarchical  forms  of  govemmeot,  aoi 
especially  80  to  those  upon  thecontJBeotsaiidiilaBdi 
of  thewestern  hemisphere.  Third,  that  theGoTtre- 
ment  of  the  United  States  recognises  the  exnteim 
of  a  state  of  war  between  the  kingdom  of  Spsic  and 
the  people  styling  themselves  the  repablic  of  Coin, 
and  hereby  declares  both  parties  to  toe  eonfliet  bov 
pending  between  them  entitled  to  all  Uie  rifhu 
conceded  to  belligerents  by  international  iawud 
treaties,  including  the  right  to  CM'ry  their  nsUoiul 
flags  retpectively  within  the  waters  of  the  Uaiua 
States. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Voorhees] 
that  the  business  which  baa  been  recently  pro- 
ceeding has  been  by  nnanimons  crosent. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Means  [Mr.  Dawbs]  took  the  floor  at  the  cloie 
of  the  morning  hoar  for  some  purpose  wbich 
he  has  not  stated.  He  has  been  jieldiog  to 
requests  for  unanimous  consent,  and  it  ii  for 
him  to  say  whether  he  will  yield  for  this  res- 
olution. If  he  does  not  yield,  the  Chair  will 
recognize  the  gentleman  from  lodiaoa  after 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  is  through. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  think  the  chairmaa 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  viU 
hardly  deny  me  what  has  been  given  to  ereiy- 
body  else  in  the  House,  the  opportanitj  of 
offering^ a  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  the  Chair  will  recognize 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Voobhees] 
after  I  get  throuehf  I  would  rather  yield  now, 
beeamse  it  would  no  doubt  be  vogracioiis  to 
him  to  deny  the  gentleman  what  1  baft  not 
denied  to  any  one  else. 

The  SPEAKER.  And  it  would  be  e^aallf 
ungraoioas  in  the  Chair  not  to  reeogoixe  tke 
gentleman  after  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Voobhees]  whether  he  will 
not  consent  to  have  the  resolution  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleoaan  will  not 
consent.  I  have  a  resolotion  similar  to  t^is 
one  before  the  Committee  on  Foreign  A(to 
now. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  was  not  addresstDgikegen- 
tleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox]. 

Mr.  COX.     Neither  was  I  addressing  tbe 

§entleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bmu,] 
ut  the  Chair. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  With  every  resj^t  for 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  for  the  committee  itself,  1  woald 
prefer  that  the  House  should  pass  the  resolu- 
tion I  have  offered.  I  therefore  move  to  soa- 
pend  the  rules  and  pass  the  resolution. 

The  question  being  put  on  suspending  the 
mles,  there  were — ayes  60,  noes  ft5. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.    I  call  for  the  yew  «w 

nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  will  allow  this  resolution  to  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  They  !»»▼* 
this  subject  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  COX.     I  obieei  to  debate.  .  . 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  gentlemaa  arastsee tfait 
it  is  impossible  ibr  the  Hoase  to  pass  the  reso- 
lution now.  .  . 

Mr.  COX.  I  object  to  debate,  whether  il » 
pertinent  or  impertinent. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order,  (it  is  the  only  waj  »•  which  i 
can  explain  myself,)  aud  it  is  whether  >» 
voting  for  this  resolution,  as  I  intend  ^^l} 
commit  myself  to  all  its  phraseology  respect- 
ing the  laws  of  nations,  which  I  do  not  int«n<* 
to  do. 

Mr.  BANKS.     I  object  to  any  reservation. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  no  point  of  order 
at  all,  and  the  Chair  cannot  answer  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  ihonld  Kke  to  anw* 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
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The  SPEAKER.  Debate  u  objected  to  on 
both  sidee  of  the  Hoaae. 

Hr.  VOORHEES.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
ehurmaDof  the  Committee  oa  Foceign  Aflaira 
aajing  %  word  if  1  can  be  allowed  the  lame 
priTJIeze. 

Mr.  COX.    1  object  to  debate, 

Mr.  BANES.  The^entleman  from  Indiana 
muBt  allow  ua  to  object  to  an;  leaervation 
made  in  behalf  of  hia  frieodB  to  the  dootrinee 
of  the  resointion. 

Mr.  VOORBEES.  I  eoald  in  a  moment 
expiain  it  to  that  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
it  upon  the  other  side  of  tha  Hobbb.  Ib  it  in 
order  for  me  to  sa;  that  there  ia  nothing  par- 
tisan in  the  reaoliition? 

Mr.  SHBLLABAROEB.  I  riae  to  a  parlia- 
menlSTT  inquiry,  and  it  M  whether  we  can  hare 
a  separate  vote  on  the  diftrent  patta  of  the 

The  SPEAKER.  There  can  not  be  a  aep- 
anite  vote.  The  |«uileman  from  Indiana 
mores  to  HDRpend  the  rules  and  pas*  the  reso- 
intion, which  will  all  he  done  npon  one  vote, 
and  on  that  qneition  the  jeaa  and  naje  have 
been  ordered. 

taken,  and  there  were-^ 
itvotiiigM;  afifollowa: 


k. 


a  question  w 
yeas  73,  nays  110, 

YBAS-Mesun.  i 

Bird.   Jamn    a.    Bl  «■ 

BroDka,  Ckldwell.  C  d. 

Doj,  Ob  Boie,  Dull  tt. 

QBU.Gollad«y,Grifil  4- 

lay.  IlBt|i«r.  Jobn  T  n, 

Ualman.  KeBd&IJ,  Ki  h, 

Leiris.  MftDBon.  Man  k, 

MoHBorr.  Mclntyre  tr 

mlD  P.  Mwein,  Ho^  ir, 

Sli  Ferrj.  Prioe.  Ke  A. 

Rice,  Kogen.  Bhsld^  ib. 

SutherUnd.  Tarrr,  Ti  <r- 

bat*.  Wjuldall.  Walli  a. 
WiDihegtcF.  ADd  Yoaoi-Ta. 

NAYS— Meaa».  AiaTlBr,  Aveiill,  Biakg.  Barry, 
Be&tlT,  BetEridEe,  Bigb;.  Binibnm.  ADilJn  Blair, 
8aari«  M.  Broolu.  Bao>tl«7i  BufllntoD,  Bnrohard, 

isr:. :.-.-.;, " ' 

DuX,'bun\f^°i;E«n»i"*a™woVthTPi™B!i.'FTnk; 
elnbarc,  Charlai  Foiler,  Wilder  D.  Fotter.  Oar- 
field.  Qoodricb.  U>le,  tUliBy.  QeoraB  S.  HmrTU, 
HaTEiis,  HmHey.  Orrry  W.  HulBton.  John  W. 
Usileton,  Hibbard,  HilJ.  Usar.  Uoopar.  Hoasbton. 
KtllCT.  KallDH.  KeWhau,  KilUntar,  I^mDort, 
LuDHiig.  LoiI8.Lynch7Maynanl.  MoOrew,  MoJon- 
kio.  Merour,  MerrUtti.  Marrlclt.  Monroe,  Moore, 
Laonaid  Uysn.  On/*  Pukird.  Packer.  Palawr. 
Lkuc  C.  Varker.  Peck.  Peadlcton,  Peroe.  Aaron 
pTTarry.PetBrB.  PulBfld.  Porlpr,  PrindleVEiiney, 
Ellin  H.  Roberts,  Siiwyer,  Soaiey,  BesBions,  Shinki, 
Sballabaraar.  Sbnamaker,  John  A.  SmiUi.  Wortb- 
iailOD  C.  Smitb.  Snapp,  aaydar,  Tbomaa  J.  Spear, 
StarkvBiLther,  StaucUon.  Stowell.  Stronc,  Xaffa. 
Tbouiu,  Toiehell,  'I^nar,  Upgon.  Wnkemui.  WiU- 
dcB.  Waldron,  WallaoB.  Wheeler,  Wbiuler,  Wil- 
lard.  Wllliamt  oF  lodiana,  Jeiemiali  M.   WiUan. 

id  JobiiT.  Wiliwn-110. 

'■ —  VOTINfl-Mewrs.  Adatni,  Am««,  Amher, 


Soosovqlt,  BuskVaiOTenl.  BooBeld."  She'rwood; 
cum,  U.Biuniman  Smilh.  B.  Milton  Spear.  Bnreeus, 
StaraiHOii,  Storm.  St.  John,  Bwaon,  Syphar,  Dwiitht 
l8wnHiid.WMhiiictaDtawn»Dd,VaBlranip,Wil> 
liami  ofSew  York,  and  Wood-M. 

So  (two  tbiida  uot  voting  in  favor  thereof) 
tlie  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  1  DOW  ask  lliat  the 
joint  resolution  be  refitted  to  Uie  Commilloe 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  priuted. 

There  was  do  objecuonj  and  the  joint  reso- 
luiion  (H.  B.  No.  93]  was  read  a  first  and 
aecoad  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
ForeisQ  Affairs,  aud  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.BROOKS.ofNewYork.  I  would  like 
to  have  the  resolutioa  which  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  deik  referred  in  coucection  with  that 
resolution. 

The  Clerk  read  the  reaolation, 

CUBA  ASD  MUUCO. 
ffHshl«{.ThatfBthaintara>UorBiVilliation, 
lanthropy,  and  CbrliiiaaitT  thelntwiMa  ' 
poopla  of  Ibe  Unilad  Statei^ii  dei^aiide^ 

li'i...     . 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  T  object  to  that  tn  the 
flnit  pl&ce,  bccaiuc  1  do  nOl  iiDdcrsUnd  tthat  it 


thelnlt., .-- 

J  demBiid«4  fv  pao'^"' 

tarrituriol  nalanliara  inCnba  and 


means,  and  in  the  next  place,  if  it  means  any- 
thing, it  is  already  embraced  in  the  resolution 
I  hare  offered. 

PBOTBCTION  OF  LIPH  OIT  BTKAH-TBSSBLS. 

Mr.  NE0LE7,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  certain  amendments  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  to  praride  for  the  better  secnr- 
ity  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  wholly 
or  in  part  by  steam;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committ«e  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ac&VEK  or  ODiviB  uvbb,  uibsouri 

Hr.  KINQ,  by  unanimous  conaeot,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution  {  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  adopted : 

RfKhrd.  That  tha  SecretarT  at  War  ba,  and  is 
bBreby.  reqaealad,  at  hli  aarllatl  ecnyenlenee,  lo 
furnish  thii  Uoule  with  a.  oop^  of  the  repart  of  tb« 

th e 'On  iver * ^t er,"M!sBo orrtro m "l tg  m o u th"fo *l5 oi - 
oaw  Hills,  to  LinsolD  eoantv,  whlrh  survey  wsa 
ordered  by  aot  of  the  Forty-First  CooKrau,  third 
■essiou,  with  tha  report  mada  by  Iha  engineera  la 
eharge  of  laidmrVDy  to  the  eaglneer  departmant. 
DIFLOMATIO  APPKOPRIATIONBILL. 

Mr.  8WANN,  I  ask  nnanimoiu  consent 
to  report  (rom  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations abill  making  appropriations  for  the  coD- 
salar  and  diplomatio  service  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1S78, 
which  I  am  inatmcted  bj  that  committee  to 
more  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Thoreday  next  after  the  morning  hour,  and 
from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  reserve  all 
points  of  order  on  the  bill. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1328)  was  received,  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the 
special  order,  as  moved  by  Mr.  8wanh, 

PKISBRTATIUN  OP  FORISl   THIKS. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN,  by  nnnni mens  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resointion ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted : 

BtMltrd,  Thai  tha  Committaa  on  Ajrtcnltni    ' 


ia  (baali 


ereby  a 


drought  : 


on  BEicted  by  the  OoTernme 
a  sold  to  utOal  leitlers  or  Dthi 
preserc'ed,  in  order  that  treat 


aedied  in  eartain 


L    LAND   DISTRICT   IN    HINHESOTA, 

Mr.  ATERILL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  for  connderation  at  the  present 
time  a  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  dis- 
trict in  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  read  at 
length,  after  whichtheCbalr  will  ask  for  objec- 
tions, if  any. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  aulhoriaes  the 
President  to  establish  an  addiuonal  land  dis' 
trict  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  embracing  all 
that  part  of  the  present  Alexandria  land  dis- 
trict which  lies  north  of  the  township  line 
dividing  townships  one  hundred  and  thirtj-aix 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  west  of 
the  ran^c  line  dividing  ranges  thirly-Eve  and 
thirty  six  west  of  the  Sfth  principal  meridian, 
and  fix  from  time  to  time  the  boundaries 
thereof,  which  district  shall  be  named  after 
the  place  at  which  the  office  shall  first  be 
estBOlished,  and  the  President  shall  have  power 
to  fix  from  time  to  time  the  location  of  the 
office  for  said  district.  The  second  section 
authorizes  ibe  President  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  adviceandconsent  of  the  Senate,  aregiMer 
and  receiver  for  said  land  district  who  shall 
be  required  to  reside  at  the  site  of  the  land 
office  tor  said  diatrict,  and  wboshall  be  snhject 
to  the  same  laws  and  renponsibiti  ties  and  whose 
compensation,  respectively,  shall  be  the  same 
as  th  .1  now  allowed  by  law'lo  the  land  officers 
in  said  Slate. 

Mr.  BOLMAN.  I  ihink  I  must  object  to 
this  bill  nnless  it  is  reported  from  tha  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  AVERILL.  I  will  say  that  this  bill 
meets  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  .  I  wish  furthermora 
to  say  tiiat  this  proposition  to  make  a  new  laud 
district  in  Minnesota  has  been  unequivocally 
til ■"  '-  -■--  '^ ■--■ 

follows : 

^TiBHivoTOK,  D.  0.,  Janmam  3S.  1872. 

Bib:  I  faara  the  honor  to  retnra  herswltb  the  form 

ota  bill  submitted  by  yi  ■      '  '        ■     -        - 


3f  Mi 


itncl  In  tbe  State 

nusbip  line  dividing  lownsbipi  oas  hnhdrad  and 
airly-aii  and  one  hendrad  and  ihirty-sereD  uortb, 
.ad  wegt  of  the  raas;e  liae  dividinc  thlrly-flve  and 

In  reply  to  yoBr  tnnairlei  in  IhB  taatler,  I  respect- 
nlly  elate  that  tbe  completion  of  the  Nortbarn  Pa- 
lifio  railroad  across  tba  Slate,  and  alio  of  Iha  road 
rciiD  Si.  P^ul  to  Breokinrid(e.bas  opened  a  way  ot 

iBslarn  portion!  of  Mlnoeaotii,  a  foet  of  which  bbI- 
fnilf  aware,  and  wbiob  has  induoed  than 
rapidly  into  that  portion  of  tbo  State. 

- '-  -      -  ifflcB  {Alexandria) 

am  me  lanaaano  seuiamanis  north  af  township 

»  hundred  and  Ibirty-iii,  and  whieta  would  be 

erance  lo  the  derelopmsnt  oF  Ibat  part  of  Hinne- 
ita.aJoarnayafEfly  to  onahBCdred  and  any  miles 

leeipenae  utlendiDE  whioh'is  quita  a  burde'n\o  a 
arson  oftbaolosswhleh  generally  seek  thofroollef 
ir  bomaa.  I  iberefore  reoommand  tha  early  pas- 
in  of  tha  bill  and  aatalilishmant  of  tbe  land  omoe. 
Very  lupeolfuUy, 


Hon.  J.  T.  AvniLl.,  Awn 

It  is  a  matter  of  public  necessity,  and  one 
that  from   my   own   personal  observation   is 

ferfectty  jost  and  proper,  and  is  demanded 
y  hnndreda  and  thousands  of  citizeus  and 
settlers  in  that  tract  of  country.  1  hope 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  wish  to  say,  as  a 
member  of  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Idnds, 
that  this  bill  has  the  approval  of  that  corn- 
Mr.  HOLUAN.     With  that  assnrance  I  will 
make  uo  objection. 

No  objection  being  made,  tha  bill  (&.  R. 
No.  1324)  was  introduced,  read  a  Grst  and 
second  time,  and  Ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

OOKSTRUCTION  OP  STflAMSUtPS,    ITO. 

Mr.  BCJRDETT,  by  unanimona  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted  ; 

Auoln'C  Tbattbe  ComOilttea  on  Manafkatareaba. 

United  Slates  Ibr  the  rrodnotioa  of  snob  mannfao- 
adapted  lu  the  caviialion  of  the  ooeau  and  of  tha 


at  of  the  raw  material  found  * 


:  whether  saoh  raollitiu.for 
iienl  lo  meet  tba  dSmaml  of 
■e  United  Suti     ■ 


tlty  of  aucii  maDDfaoiured  malarial  and  the  tika 


material  produa^  ai 


Mf.  YOUNG,  by  1 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  li 


by  unanimous  com 
dncedabill  (H'.  R.  No.  132S)  to  r 
disabilities  or  certain  persons  tber 


,  Warren  Aken,  James  W.  Harris,  T,  C. 
Howard,  and  Lafajetle  MacLaws,  of  Oeowa. 

There  bedng  no  objeotion,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engioaeed  and  re«d  a  third  timei 
and  being  eogroiued,  it  waa  accordingly  read 
tha  third  time,  and  (two  thirds  voting  iit  favor 
tiiereof)  was  paaaed. 

BTATB  DRPARTIIR:tT  BDILblNa. 
Mr.   GETZ.     I  ask  unanimona  consent  to 
introduce  for  action  at  the  present  time  the 
following  ceaolullon : 

Rfolwd,  Thai  tbe  Commitlea  on  Pufatio  Baild- 
iott  and  Orotrndt  b«  Ini&ncted  to  lbres£iiat«  tha 


686 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  29, 


work  done  on  the  new  State  Department  in  this  city 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Mullett.  snpervis- 
ing  architect  of  the  Treasury,  and  report  to  this 
House  why  a  stone  familiarly  known  as  "Seneca 
landstone*'  was  used  in  the  foundation  walls  instead 
of  Rranite.  as  ordered  by  the  joint  Committees  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  of  the  Senate  and 
House;  also,  by  whose  authority  the  change  was 
made;  and  whether  the  work  is  being  done  in  a 
proper  and  substantial  manner;  whether  it  be  true 
that  the  frost  has  seriously  damaged  the  Seneca 
sandstone  already  used  in  the  foundation  walls;  and 
that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  and  to  take  testimony  on  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  contracts  for  stone  and  the  work  so 
far  as  it  has  progressed. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  object. 

Mr.  GETZ.  I  move  to  saspend  the  rules  in 
order  to  adopt  the  resolatioQ. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot 
make  that  motion  while  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  is  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  frentleman  from  Massachu* 
setts  has  not  the  power  to  give  another  member 
of  the  House  the  right  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion by  unanimous  consent,  and  deny  him  a< 
right  to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  case 
01  an  objection.  I  submit  that  the  motion  for 
a  suspension  of  the  rules  is  entirely  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  state- 
ment is  true  in  the  abstract ;  but  it  does  not 
cover  the  existing  state  of  facts.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  upon  the  floor, 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair  waived  his 
right  in  order  that  business  which  could  pro* 
ceed  by  unanimous  consent  might  proceeo.  If 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood] 
obiectSi  that  ends  the  matter. 

Mr.  GETZ.  If  the  Chair  will  entertain  my 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  after  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  bas 
had  action  on  his  proposition,  I  will  not  press 
my  motion  now. 

Mr.  WOOD.  My  point  is,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  cannot  yield  the  floor 
to  allow  a  resolution  to  be*  introduced  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  then  refuse  to  admit 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  very  condition  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Getz]  ana  other  gentlemen  have  taken  the 
floor  was  that  they  should  submit  propositions 
which  would  not  cause  objection. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  submit  that  by  no  contract 
between  the  Speaker  and  a  member  can  the 
right  to  make  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
be  denied. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  must  be 
aware  that  nothing  is  more  common  than  an 
arrangement  that  business  may  be  allowed  to 
proceed  by  unanimous  consent^  and  that  if  any 
matter  arises  to  which  there  is  objection  it 
shall  not  be  admitted. 

Mr.^  WOOD.  I  think  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment is  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House 
and  of  the  rights  of  members. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  very  arrangement 
bns  this  morning  operated  to  the  convenience 
of  more  than  fifty  members  of  the  House  who 
otherwise  could  not  have  presented  their  mat- 
ters of  business.  But  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  objects,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  will  proceed. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  to  call  up  the  con- 
current resolution  from  the  Senate  providing 
for  the  final  adjournment  of  Congress. 

CUBAN  BBLLIGKRBNCY. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Before  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  proceeds  with  that  busi- 
ness I  would  like  to  make  a  single  remark  in 
the  nature  of  a  personal  explanation.  When 
the  ;!entleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks] 
oflered  his  amendment  to  my  resolution  in 
regard  to  Cuba,  the  Clerk  in  reading  it  sub- 
stituted the  word  **  classification'*  for  **  pacifi- 
cation.''  Of  course  I  do  not  reflect  upon  the 
Clerk,  because  we  all  write  badly,  especially 
editors.  But  hearing  the  resolution  in  that 
way  I  could  not  make  any  sense  of  it,  and 
consequently  made  the  remark  I  did.  I  have 
had  the  curiosity  to  look  at  the  manuscript, 


and  find  it  in  the  word  "pacification.*'  I  with- 
draw anything  that  might  be  considered  as  a 
reflection  on  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
and  am  perfectly  willing  that  his  amendment 
shall  go  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Brooks]  will  be  printed  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  VooRHEES,]  and  will  be  referred 
along  with  it  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

GLBRK8  IN  INTERIOR  DBPARTMBNT. 

The  SPEAEIER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  that  he  be 
authorized  b^  Congress  to  employ  twelve  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

LAKB  MICHIGAN  8HIP-0ANAL. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  of  the  Secre- 
retary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  January  18,  1872,  in  relation  to 
Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  ship-canal ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBY.  JONATHAN  L.  MANN. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  Rev. 
Jonathan  L.  Mann ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ROBBRT  80UTHBRLAND. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert Southerland,  for  pay  for  certain  alleged 
military  services;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

BOWBN  vs.  DB  LAR6B. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  paper  in  the  con- 
tested-election case  of  Bowen  vs,  De  Large, 
from  the  second  congressional  district  of  South 
Carolina ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections. 

BNROLLBD  BILLS. 

Mr.  BBATTY,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled,  bills  of  the  following 
titles ;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same : 

An  act  (S.  No.  890)  granting  a  pension  to 
Sarah  Evans ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  484)  to  establish  cerUin 
post  routes  in  the  State  of  Iowa ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1061)  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  duplicate  checks  of  disbursing 
officers. 

FINAL  ADJOURNMBNT. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  call  up  the  Senate 
concurrent  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  the 
final  adjournment  of  this  session  of  Congress. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

In  Sinati,  Januarv  26, 1872. 
Retolved  by  *^  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ooncnrring.)  That  each  House  of  Congress  shall 
be  adjoomed  tine  die  by  the  PresidiDg  Offloer  thereof 
on  Wednesday,  the  2Mb  of  May.  18^2,  at  twelve 
o'clock  m. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  will  allow  me  to  submit  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  proposition  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
read  at  the  desk. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Wait  a  moment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  object  to  the  reading  of  my  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  call  up  this 
resolution  thus  early  because  it  seems  to  me 
whatever  disposition  the  House  intends  to 
make  of  it  should  be  known  at  oncci  so  that 


the  business  of  the  House  may  conform  to 
that  action.     It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  sir,  that 
this  resolution  is  unusual  not  only  in  its  ohgiii 
but  in  the  time  of  its  introductioQ.     While 
every  gentleman    is  desirous   of  loakiog  as 
short  a  session  as  possible,  everv  man's  device 
to  that  end  seems  to  faiL    1   sappose  the 
resolution  had  its  origin  in  the  idea^  if  we  fix 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the   time  of 
a(]yournment,  we  should  conform  oar  bnsiiieM 
to  that  fact,  and  therefore  shonid  realixe  this 
adjournment;  that  is,  be  more  likely  to  realize 
it  than  by  any  postponement  of  the  &ct  of 
fijung  the  time.     In  other  words,  if  we  fix  at 
the  beginning  the  time  of  tbe  29th  of  May,  we 
should  so  conform  business  to  that  fact  that  we 
should  be  more  likely  to  acljoum  on  tbe  29th  of 
May  than  if  we  waited  a  month  or  two  before 
fixing  the  29th  of  Ma^.     My  own  idea  is  that  we 
can  just  as  easily  adjourn  on  the  29ih  of  May 
as  on  the  29th  of  July*  if  we  understand  iHiea 
we  commence  work  we  are  going  to  adjoom 
on  the  29th  of  May.     When  we  come  here  to 
December  for  the  session  which  by  law  term- 
inates on  the  4th  of  March,  with  that  koowl> 
edge,  all  the  work  of  the  session  is  disposed 
of  before  the  4th  of  March ;   and   when  we 
come  here  in  December  and  the  length  of  the 
session  is  indefinite  and  depends  on  ourselves 
as  to  when  we  shall  adjourn,  the  session  has 
generally  been  prolonged  until  midsummer. 
Whether  the  House  think  we  should  terminate 
this  session  on  the  29th  of  May  or  at  eome 
later  period,  they  will  judge  for  themselves. 
I  have  called  up  the  resolution  so  that  what 
the  House  desire  they  will  do  now.     If  we  are 
to  pass  the  resolution  we  had  better,  it  seems 
to  me,  with  all  respect  to  the  House,  act  upon 
it  at  this  time  rather  than  postpone  it,  and 
therefore  I  have  called  it  up  tor  action  now. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawks]  will  yield  to 
me,  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion  to  refer 
this  resolution  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Dawbs]  is  on  the  floor,  and  will 
state  to  whom  he  yields. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  desire  to  consame 
the  time  any  further  than  is  necessary.  At  the 
same  time  I  do  not  desire  <o  force  a  vote  with- 
out allowing  every  gentleman  an  opportuni^ 
of  expressing  his  opinions.  Therefore,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Chair,  I  will  continue  to 
hold  the  floor,  and  will  first  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Farksworth.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  make  a 
motion  to  refer  this  resohition.  I  am  not 
particular  as  to  which  committee  it  may  be 
referred.  I  think  it  should  be  referred  to  one 
of  the  leading  committees,  either  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  or  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations.  This  resolution  is  cer- 
tainly, as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  a  veiy  un- 
usual one.  I  never  have  before  known  a  reso- 
lution fixing  the  time  for  finid  adjournment  to 
come  from  the  Senate.  We  have  somedmes 
sent  to  the  Senate  resolutions  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, although  always,  I  think,  at  a  later 
Eeriod  in  the  session  than  that  at  which  we 
ave  now  arrived ;  and  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  the  Senate,  almost  universally  its  practices 
to  table^  our  resolutions  until  near  the  end  of 
the  session.  Now  they  have  turned  the  tables 
upon  us,  and  before  they  have  passed  a  sin|^1e 
bill — although  we  sent  them  a  number  of  bills 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress — a  resolution 
is  precipitated  upon  us  fixing  the  time  for  the 
final  adjournment  of  Congress.  Everything 
must  give  way ;  amnesty  must  be  postponed, 
revision  of  the  tariff  must  be  postponed,  every- 
thing must  give  way  for  this  adjournment. 

Now,  there  is  no  use  of  blinking  this  mat- 
ter. It  appears  to  me  as  plain  as  day  that  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  means,  no  revis- 
ion of  the  tariff  at  this  session ;  it  means, 
no  reduction  of  taxation ;  it  means  that  we  shall 
come  here  and  do  the  bidding  of  certain  geo^ 
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tlemen,  pass  some  appropriation  bills,  that 
they  may  run  the  Departments,  and  i;o  home 
"With  our  fingers  in  our  mouths 

Mr.  DAWES,  (in  his  seat)  Andoarmouths 
in  the  dust. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Yes,  sir ;  and  our 
mouths  will  be  in  the  dust  if  we  do  this,  and 
ought  to  be. 

And  it  means  that  the  demands  of  the  people 
for  a  reduction  of  taxation  and  of  the  burdens 
now  fastened  upon  them  shall  not  be  heard 
and  answered  in  Congress.  I  therefore  am 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

I  desire  to  treat  the  Senate  with  the  greatest 
courtvsy  and  with  all  proper  respect.  But  I 
ask  til  at  the  resolution  be  referred  to  one  of 
tbe  committees  I  have  indicated,  and  let  that 
committee  take  the  responsibility  of  dealing 
with  it.  It  may  be  the  proper  course  for  the 
committee  to  report  the  resolution  back  to  the 
House  for  its  action.  But  let  us  not  act  like  a 
pack  of  school- boys,  and  before  we  pass  a  bill  of 
importance  fix  the  time  for  final  adjournment. 

Mr.  DAW£S.  I  think  I  must  call  the  gen- 
tleman to  order.  It  is  not  in  order  to  reflect 
on  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Has  the  g[entleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  yielded  the  floor? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Ihad  about  finished 
my  remarks,  but  I  understand  the  point  of 
order  has  been  raised  that  I  am  reflecting  on 
the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  had  not 
^one  a  sufficient  length  in  that  direction  for 
the  Chair  to  consider  it  necessary  to  interfere 
with  him. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  did  not  think  I  was 
overstepping  the  proper  bounds  of  respect. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  one  point  which  has  not  been 
mentioned  so  far  in  this  discussion.  For  the 
last  few  Congresses  we  have  had  a  short  ses- 
sion, beginning  on  the  4th  of  March,  at  which 
time,  in  previous  Congresses,  the  House  got 
organized,  had  its  committees  appointed,  and 
had  its  business  in  a  shape  for  action ;  and 
we  came  here  on  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber with  the  various  subjects  studied  out  and 
the  business  of  legislation  well  advanced  in 
the  minds  of  members.  Very  unfortunately, 
as  I  think,  most  unwisely  as  I  confidently 
believe,  Congress  repealed  the  law  which 
provides  for  the  short  session.  This  year  we 
came  here  unorganized.  No  man  knew  on 
what  committees  he  might  have  to  act.  No 
man  could  hate  made  any  special  preparatory 
study  for  his  work.  Tbe  committees  have  haa 
to  start  anew,  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  an 
unnecessary  delav  of  business.  And  now,  with 
the  experience  ot  the  past,  Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  did  not  yield  for  any  such 
remarks. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  dare  say  not. 
[Laughter.]  And  now,  with  all  the  experience 
of  the  past  before  us,  knowing  that  with  all  the 
helps  we  have  hitherto  had  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  sit  here  far  into  July — and  I  remem- 
oer  that  one  August  we  were  still  sweltering 
here,  with  the  thermometer  at  ninety- nine 
degrees  in  the  shade — with  all  that  experience, 
and  knowing  the  special  disabilities  ot  this  ses- 
sion, it  is  proposed  we  shall  sit  to  the  29th 
of  May,  being  about  two  months  short  of  the 
period  to  which  we  have  ordinarily  sat,  even 
when  we  had  a  preliminary  short  session  in 
which  our  organization  was  completed.  Now, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  so  far  as  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  are  concerned, 
we  will  do  our  very  best  to  get  our  bills  through 
the  House  as  rapidly  as  possible.  But  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  unsettled  pros- 
pect in  some  quarters.  There  are  some  rum* 
blings  off  upon  the  border  of  our  fortifications 
in  some  quarters  that  I  may  not  now  properly 
speak  of;  and  we  cunnot  hope  that  some  of 
the  appropriation  bills  that  will  come  before 
the  House  will  pass  as  readily  and  will  have 


as  easy  a  transit  through  the  House  as  the  two 
bills  which  have  already  passed.  I  feel  com- 
pelled, as  the  representative  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  to  say  that  I  am  not  ready 
to  drive  down  a  stake  the  29th  of  May,  and 
say  that  beyond  that  stake  we  will  not  go. 

If  the  House  will  let  me  say  one  word  more, 
I  will  ask  if  gentlemen  are  prepared  deliber- 
ately this  morning  to  surrender  to  the  Senate 
the  whole  control  of  the  management  of  this 
session  of  Congress.  Pass  this  resolution, 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  is  utterly 
bound,  without  power  to  control  the  future 
legislation  of  Congress  as  to  time.  Refer  this 
resolution  to  a  committee,  and  it  gives  us  a 
tiller  whereby  we  can  steer  the  legislation  of 
Congress.  I  desire,  therefore,  that  the  House 
shall  refer  the  resolution  either  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  or  to  the  Committee  of 
WajTS  and  Means,  I  do  not  care  which,  but  to 
some  appropriate  committee.  That  is  the 
only  suggestion  that  I  have  to  make. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  now  to  Uie  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks.] 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  The  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  will  soon  become  aware,  if  he  has  not 
already  done  so, 'that  in  conducting  the  affairs 
before  that  committee  it  will  be  utterly  impos- 
sible for  us  to  make  even  a  report  upon  the 
tariff  before  April  or  May.  It  is  our  duty,  and 
we  are  now  performing  that  duty,  to  hear  all 
the  ^reat  interests  of  the  country  pro  and  con., 
and  It  is  the  right  of  the  people,  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  people,  to  be  represented  in 
person  before  that  committee.  No  subject  is 
of  more  importance  than  that  of  revenue,  both 
internal  ana  external ;  the  one  as  important 
as  the  other,  and  we  hope  immensely  to 
reduce  that  revenue,  which  the  Administra- 
tion of  the  Government  itself  admits  can  be 
reduced.  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  now,  as 
I  said  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  we 
are  raising  $100,000,000  more  than  are  neces- 
sary for  tbe  expenditures  of  the  Government 
independent  of  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
and  all  certainly  admit  that  at  least  to  the 
amount  of  $50,000,000  there  should  be  a  reduc* 
tion  of  taxation  at  this  time.  For  years  and 
years  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  almost  ever  since  I  have 
been  in  Congress,  and  I  give  it  as  my  delib- 
erate opinion  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
us  judiciously  to  report  a  bill  for  the  action 
of  this  House  before  April  or  May,  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  representation  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  before  the  commit- 
tee. I  think,  therefore,  that  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution  at  this  time  would  be  equiv- 
alent to  saying  that  we  will  continue  to  collect 
$100,000,000  by  taxation  from  the  people  of 
the  United  States  more  than  is  needed,  and 
that  we  will  adjourn  without  any  real  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue.  • 

There  is  another  subject  of  vast  importance 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  of  more  import- 
ance even  than  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  and 
that,  too,  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers 
themselves,  who  are  more  dependent  upon  that 
than  they  are  upon  protection,  and  that  is  an 
early  preparation  for  ihe  resumption  of  specie 
payment.  This  Congress  ought  not  to  adjourn 
until  there  is  some  action  upon  that  subject. 
This  country,  now  the  richest  in  the  world, 
with  the  greatest  resources,  with  the  most 
abounding  wealth,  with  treasure  upon  treasure 
in  the  bosom  of  its  earth,  far  beyond  that  of 
the  once  favored  Golconda,  exhibits  to  the 
whole  earth  a  specimen  of  misery  and  poverty 
and  rags  which  a  great  and  wealthjr  country 
like  this  ought  no  longer  to  exhibit.  This 
Congress  ought  to  act  upon  that  subject ;  per- 
haps not  immediately,  but  to  settle  upon  some 
time  when  once  more  a  dollar  shall  jingle  in 
the  poor  man's  pocket,  and  the  eagle  peep 
through  the  interstices  of  his  silken  purse. 

There  are  also  other  topics  of  the  greatest 
importance  relating  to  our  foreign  affairs; 
Cuba  on  one  border  and  Mexico  on  the  other, 


both  in  a  state  of  high  insurrection,  in  which 
it  is  necessary  for  this  Government  to  inter- 
vene in  some  form  or  other.  There  are  the 
fisheries,  too,  of  great  importance  to  this 
country,  in  which  the  gentlemen  from  Massa- 
chusetts are  all  deeply  interested.  And  let 
me  tell  the  new  members  that  if  this  29th  of 
May  shall  be  fixed  upon  as  the  day  for  the 
final  adjournment  of  this  session,  in  the  hur- 
ried rush  of  the  appropriation  bills  through 
committees  of  conference  between  the  two 
Houses,  almost  every  measure  of  importance 
that  gentlemen  are  interested  in  for  their  con- 
stituents will  fail  shd  fall  necessarily,  from 
our  inability  to  act  upon  them.  No  man  is 
more  anxious  to  go  to  his  household  and  home 
than  I  am,  but  as  a  public  man  I  cannot  con- 
sent at  this  early  period  of  the  session  to  lay 
down  this  bed  of  Procrustes,  on  which  we  shall 
lie  right  or  wrong. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  must  yield,  of  course,  to 
the  great  experience  of  my  distinguished  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks,]  but  I  am 
sorrv  that  that  experience  has  brought  forth 
so  gloomy  a  prospect  before  us,  that  we  shall 
be  unable  to  make  any  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  until  April  or  May. 
I  have  only  to  say  that  so  long  a  process  of 
incubation  as  that  gives  me  but  very  little  hope 
of  any  offspring  that  would  be  worth  raising. 
[Laughter.]  I  hope  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  will  be  able  to  report  long 
before  that  time.  But  I  suggest  ttr  him  that 
if  that  gloomy  prospect  is  actually  before  us, 
we  had  better  know  beforehand  what  is  the 
opinion  of  the  House  upon  this  resolution ; 
and  that  is  the  reason  I  called  it  up,  simply  to 
know  what  is  the  disposition  of  the  House  upon 
it  I  shall  address  myself,  with  my  friend 
from  New  York  [Mr.  BrooksI  to  the  work  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  impressed 
equally  with  him  as  to  its  importance,  but  not 
having  the  benefit  of  that  experience  which  he 
has,  and  therefore  unable  to  say  with  certainty 
how  long  it  will  take  for  that  committee  to 
report.  I  did  hope,  in  my  experience,  to  see 
daylight  long  before  April  or  May.  1£  the 
House  think  that  it  is  not  wise  to  adjourn  on 
the  29th  of  May,  they  ought  to  say  it  now. 
That  is  the  reason  I  called  up  the  resolution. 

I  now  yield  to  my  colleague  [Mr.  Butler] 
for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  trust 
that  this  House  will  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  this  session  has  been  practically  pro- 
longed by  a  very  considerable  session  in  the 
spring  of  last  year,  wherein  great  reductions 
of  the  tariff  were  passed  through  this  House 
and  sent  to  the  Senate.  If  I  believed  there 
would  be  no  reform,  no  change  in  the  laws  in 
relation  to  taxation  and  revenue,  I  certainly 
would  not  vote  for  this  resolution  ;  but  I  am 
certain  that  if  we  fix  a  day  on  which  we  will 
adjourn  we  can  work  up  to  that  day  and  ad- 
journ at  that  time.  And  I  am  certain,  too, 
that  this  House  will  more  than  realize  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  country  if  we  have,  what  all 
the  country  always  desires,  a  short  session,  in 
which  we  shall  determine  what  shall  be  the 
condition  of  things  in  trade,  in  manufactures, 
and  in  other  industries  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  If  we  stay  here  until  August,  then 
no  man  can  arrange  his  business  so  that  he 
will  be  sure  that  it  will  stan^  for  a  year  with- 
out the  interference  of  Congress.  The  desire 
of  the  people  is  that  we  shall  have  a  short 
session,  and  I  for  one  believe  they  will  hold  us 
to  the  responsibility  of  doing  between  now  and 
the  end  of  May  all  the  legislation  necessary 
to  last  from  May  to  December ;  and  that  it  can 
be  done  in  the  four  months  that  now  intervene. 

Again,  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to 
the  fact  that  his  bills  to-day  arc  much  more 
forward  than  at  any  previous  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  next  year  he  will  have  to  get 
them  all  through  before  the  4th  of  March,  or 
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not  at  all.  And  if  he  can  do  it  next  year 
before  the  4th  of  March,  he  certainly  can  do 
it  before  the  4th  of  March  this  year,  and  leave 
us  a  couple  of  months  clear  of  him  and  his 
bills  in  which  to  do  legislation. 

Again,  I  cannot  agree  that  I  will  not  trust 
the  Senate  wiUi  this  matter  of  business.  I 
have  not  seen  any  such  recalcitration  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  that  would  show  that  they 
are  not  worthy  of  our  confidence,  at  least  of 
the  confidence  of  this  side  of  the  House,  wheu 
three  fourths  of  them  are  our  friends,  and 
ought  to  be  as  anxious  as  we  are  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  and  the  success  of  all 
ideas  of  good  government. 

Again,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  another 
matter  which  I  think  fairly  bears  upon  this 
question.  Owing  to  public  improvements  a 
large  portion  of  this  city  has  been  dug  up.  It 
is  a  universal  rule  in  this  climate  that  con  • 
gestive  fever  follows  the  upturning  of  the  soil. 
The  upturning  of  the  soil  in  erecting  our  Aruiy 
fortifications  was  well  known  as  a  producing 
cause  of  congestive  fever.  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  after  the  hot  weather  sets  in — and  in 
this  climate  there  is  no  hotter  weather  than 
during  the  mouth  of  June  ;  for  in  July  and 
August  the  sea  breezes  come  up  the  bay  and 
temper  the  air — the  city  must  of  necessity  be 
more  or  less  unhealthful.  Now,  whether  we 
are  called  upon  in  view  of  that  to  sit  here 
later  than  May  is  a  question  1  wish  in  all 
candor  to  submit  to  gentlemen  of  the  House, 
for  let  me  say  that  mortuary  statistics  show  a 
greater  proportion  of  deaths  among  members 
of  Congress  during  the  long  session  here  than 
among  a  similar  body  of  men  in  the  same  time 
anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

Now)  then,  whether  we  look  to  ourselves, 
whether  we  look  to  the  country,  or  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  look  to  the  good  of  the  party, 
I  think  it  due  to  all  these  considerations  that 
we  have  a  short  session  of  Coneresa.  If  this 
session  were  to  terminate  our  Tabors  for  the 
Congress  we  might  be  Unwilling  to  leave  cer- 
tain things  undone  when  we  would  have  no 
opportunity  to  repair  the  omission.  But  we 
are  to  come  here  next  December,  and  fi^om 
December  till  March  we  shall  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  cure  all  mistakes  that  we  may  have 
made  and  to  do  all  that  may  have  been  left 
undone*  I  trust  this  House  will  sustain  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  in  offering  to  us 
for  the  first  time  an  early  adjournment.  I  say 
that  for  the  first  time  the  Senate  has  offered  us 
an  early  adjournment.  It  is  true,  as  was  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Farns- 
WOBTH,]  that  heretofore  the  Senate  has  tabled 
our  resolutions  when  we  have  asked  for  early 
adjournment.  We  have  always  complained  of 
that  action,  and  rightly,  perhaps.  But  do  we 
now  propose  to  say  in  a  spirit  of  revenge  that 
their  resolution  shall  be  tabled?  Shall  we, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  say  that  we 
will  not  go  heartily  and  cordially  for  an  early 
adjournment  wheu  the  Senate  has  signified  its 
willingness  to  adjourn  early  ?  WhenCheSenate 
is  willing  to  fix  a  time  for  adjournment  and 
work  up  to  it,  shall  we,  the  Representatives 
of  the  people,  say  we  will  not  work  up  to  that 
time?  Unless  we  fix  the  time  for  adjournment 
now,  we  shall  find  ourselves  here  on  the  4th 
of  July,  if  not  on  the  4th  of  August.  So  that 
every  consideration  tnoves  md  to  give  my  vote 
for  the  earliest  possible  time  of  i^jonrnmenL 
If  there  should  arise  a  public  exigency  requir- 
ing us  to  stay  here  longer^  that  consideration 
will  address  itself  to  both  Houses,  and  they 
can  extend  the  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  HoLMlir.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  adopt  this  resolution  of  the 
Senate.  I  trust  that  the  House  will  not  at 
this  early  moment,  with  the  business  of  the 
session  scarcely  entered  upon,  bind  itself  to 
a  time  for  adjournment.  I  was  struck,  Mr. 
Speaker,  With  the  language  of  the  getitleman 
ttom  MaatechnflettSi  [Mr.  Butlbr.]  Hetitged 


that  it  was  the  personal  interest  of  members 
to  adjourn  early,  and  also  the  interest  of  his 
party ;  but  I  did  not  hear  him  assiert  that  it 
was  the  interest  of  our  country.  I  hope  the 
gentleman's  sentiments  will  not  be  responded 
to  by  the  ereat  body  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  We  come  here  for  the  purpose  of 
performing,  such  legislative  functions  as  the 
mterests  of  the  country  might  demand.  We 
come  here  in  honor  bound,  as  Representatives, 
of  the  people,  to  see  that  their  interests  shall' 
not  Buuer  at  our  hands ;  and  I  submit  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  well  knows 
that  to  terminate  this  session  as  early  as  the 
latter  part  of  May  is  not  only  to  deprive  the 
country  of  the  benefit  of  a  fair  consideration 
of  public  measures,  but  to  crowd  the  business 
of  legislation  fVom  the  halls  of  the  two  Houses 
and  take  it  before  that  questionable  powen 
the  committee  of  conference,  composed  or 
three  members  of  each  branchy  in  which  the 
public  voice  is  entirely  silent,  and  in  which 
the  will  of  the  nation,  which  should  be  ex- 
pressed through  the  legislative  department,  is 
subordinated  to  the  will  of  six  Representatives 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  say  a  single  word?  I 
know  he  did  not  intend  to  misrepresent  me 
when  he  said  that  I  did  not  urge  this  resolu- 
tion in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  the  country. 
If  he  so  understood  me,  he  is  mistaken.  I 
said  the  passage  of  the  resolution  was  de- 
manded by  the  interests  of  the  country,  the 
inttsrests  of  the  public  business,  and,  if  I  might 
be  allowed  to  aod  it,  the  interests  of  party. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  did  not  hear  the  addi^ 
tioual  remark,  and  of  coarse  the  gentleman 
has  the  benefit  of  the  correction* 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
lution means  that  the  great  measures  of  legisla- 
tion shall  not  be  consideredi  It  means  the  tariff 
shall  not  be  reformed  and  labor  relieved  from 
its  oppressions)  that  the  internal  taxes  shall 
not  be  reduced.  It  means  that  no  measures  to 
revive  our  almost  lifeless  commerce  shall  be 
entered  upon.  There  are  measures  in  relbr* 
ence  to  which  the  public  will  has  been  clearly 
expressed.  I  shall  differ  with  my  friebd  from 
New  York  on  one  measure  to  which  he  has 
referred.  I  shall  differ  with  gentlemen  in 
reference  to  the  land  bills ;  and  great  as  might 
be  the  injustice  to  the  country  of  an  early 
adjournment,  if  it  should  have  the  effbct  of 
striking  down  that  species  of  legislation,  I 
should  esteem  an  early  adjournment  a  public 
benefit,  no  matter  what  measures  of  legisla- 
tion might  fail. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose  a  dubstitute  for  the 
resolution  now  pending,  which  expresses  the 
sentiments  of  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  >n  reference  to  the  time  when  the  House 
should  adjourn)  and  I  ask  to  have  it  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  t 

Betohtd,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  House  that 
OoTkgrees  sboald  not  adjourn  until  the  necestary 
revision  of  the  tariff  shall  be  effected,  and  the  in- 
ternal revenue  tax  reduced,  and  the  abuses  of  the 
present  civil  serrioe  corrected  and  reformed  b^ 
necessary  legislation,  to  the  end  that  the  varione 
industries  of  the  country  be  relieved  from  the  pres- 
ent oppressive  bilrdens  of  taxation,  and  purity  and 
efficiency  secured  in  the  adminiBtrotion  of  public 
affiiirs. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  should  also 
include  the  ten  commandments.     [Langhter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  There  are  those  three  great 
subjects  on  which  the  country  demands  legisla- 
tion* The  country  demands  a  revision  and 
reduction  of  the  tariff.  The  country  demands 
at  our  hands  that  the  internal  taxation  shall 
be  reduced.  The  country  demands  legislation 
to  purify  the  administration  of  ptiblio  affairs 
and  the  correction  of  abuses  that  now  startle 
and  agitate  the  public  mind.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr,  Dawes]  made  a 
jocose  remark  which  I  did  not  hear.  Does 
ho  mean  these  three  great  subjects  of  legid^ 
lation  are  not  to  be  considered? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  haire  yielded  to  my  col« 
iM^e  [Mr.  Bahilb]  i^thegentlemtbnlsthrotiglL 


Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  am  not  throogfa. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  gtn- 
tleman  will  allow  me  to  move  this  amendmeBt 
to  his  substitute,  **and  civil  rights  to  all  mea 
before  the  law  established.^* 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  had  supposed  that  had 
been  effected  already.  The  gentleman's  party 
has  been  in  absolute  power  in  every  depart* 
ment  of  the  Government  for  many  jears^  and 
is  responsible  if  it  has  not  been  done* 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusette.  I  pro- 
pose to  do  it  in  four  months  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  But  let  that  be  inchtded. 
If  his  party  has  not  secured  the  righia  of  all 
men  before  the  law,  then  it  has  &iled  to  avail 
itself  of  its  unexampled  powers. 

Mr«  DAWES.  I  do  not  think  my  oolleague 
needs  any  justification  before  the  cooatry.  I 
now  yield  to  my  other  colleague^  [Mr.  BAjrKS,] 
the  chairtnan  of  the  Committee  on  PoreigQ 
Affairsi 

Mr.  BANKSi  Mr.  SpeiJESr,  no  one  would  be 
more  ready  to  adjourn  oy  the  last  of  May  than 
myself  if  I  thought  the  business  of  the  ooontrr 
could  be  truisacted  by  that  time.  My  belter 
is  that  it  cannot  be  transacted  in  the  time  qpeei- 
fied.  If  we  past  the  resolution  of  the  Seoaie 
called  up  by  the  honorable  chatrman  of  the 
Gommiuee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  DAtria] 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  wiU  occupy 
nearijT  the  whole  time  between  this  aod  the 
day  nxed  for  the  adjournment  fine  die  of  the 
two  Houses.  There  would  be  a  great  many 
important  stlbjects  out  short  by  tl^t  adjonra- 
ment  except  in  the  intervals  between  the 
action  of  the  House  and  the  Senate  oa  these 
single  measures. 

Now,  sir,  the  Committee  ob  Foreign  Affisirs 
comes  early  in  the  list  of  committees*  I  do 
not  believe  the  committee  will  be  caUed  in  the 
order  of  business  before  the  1st  of  March  or 
the  middle  of  March.  If  this  resolution  be 
passed  it  will  only  have  one  opportunity  of 
reporting  upon  important  matters  ot  bottness 
referred  to  it  during  this  whole  session.  I 
know  very  well  the  appropriation  bills  may  be 
taken  up  and  passed  in  the  time  specified,  but 
I  am  perfectiv  well  aware  many  important  sab* 
jects  of  legislation  which  have  been  committed 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  will  not 
be  considered  as  they  odght  to  be  by  this  House 
for  want  of  time. 

There  are  many  questions  referred  to  os  ia 
the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Certainly  no  presidential  message  has 
given  more  satisfhction  to  the  con ti try  than  that 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  sent 
to  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  session ;  and  it 
was  because  it  touched  upon  those  subjects 
which  the  people  wished  to  have  consider^ 
and  upon  which  they  desire  action.  I  cad 
name  only  a  few  of  them.  'There  are  the  re 
duotion  of  taxes,  the  interests  of  labor,  our 
relations  with  Mexico,  which  are  delicate  and 
threatening,  Spanish  affairs^  the  tariff,  civil 
service  reform,  the  increase  of  the  Navy,  the 
telegraph  and  postal  system,  the  Kti  Rlux 
legislation  required  by  the  condition  of  the 
South,  general  amnesty,  aiid  many  other  mat- 
ters of  importance.  Now,  if  the  House  accepts 
this  resolution  to-day  to  adjourn  before  the  end 
of  May  there  will  be  no  one  of  these  questions 
that  will  have  an  opportunity  of  fair,  free,  and 
full  discussion  and  impartial  decisioti.  The 
whole  time  of  the  House  atid  of  the  Senate  will 
be  necessarily  occupied  with  appropriation 
bills,  and  every  one  of  us  will  be  obliged  to 
accotd  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ap|)ropriations  the  right  to  the  floor  whenever 
he  shall  ask  it,  because  we  know  it  will  be  of 
the  last  importance  that  the  appropriatioo  bills 
shall  bd  passed,  in  order  that  we  may  not  have 
a  special  session  in  this  yeat  of  the  presid^n* 
tiaf  election. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  oar  treaty  rels^ 
tions  with  England,  Which  is  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  which  cannot  be  disposed  of 
in  a  hurry,  without  full  discussion.  And  de- 
pending upott  that  question,  and  as  impoHanl 
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the  treaty  itself,  comes  the  qoestion  of  the 
readjustmeut  of  oar  commerciai  relations  80 
as  to  provide  for  the  immediate  and  prospect* 
iye  renovation  and  restoration  of  onr  com- 
xnerce. 

I  hope,  sir,  this  House  will  at  least  give  as 
t.he  advantage  of  having  the  authoritr  of  a 
responsible  committee  of  the  House  bw>re  it 
ahall  decide  to  pass  this  reaolotion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Bar.  Cox.l 

Mr.  BANKS.  Jast  let  me  add  one  w«cd» 
I  should  have  said  that  in  addition  to  the 
Question  of  treaty  relations  with  Great  Britain 
tlielre  is  the  still  more  important  and  still 
nore  threatening  and  delicate  snbject  of  our 
relations  with  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  and 
especially  with  reference  to  the  a&irs  of  Ouba, 
iwnich  are  attracting  the  attention  of  the  whole 
country,  and  which  demand  of  as  iqnniediate 
and  prompt  and  decisive  action. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  yield  a  few  moments 
to  the  gentlemanfrom  New  York,  [Ur.  Cox.] 
Mr.  COX.  I  commend  the  ffentfemao  from 
Massachusetts  who  last  spoke  for  not  making 
this  a  party  matter  a9  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bur- 
i^eb]  bad  made  it.    And  I  am  especially  struok 

vnih  the  last  remark  he  made 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
noi^  compliment  me  at  the  expense  of  my 
political  associates  on  this  side  of  the  Houbq. 
Mr.  COX.  I  shall  never  compliment  the 
centleman  at  the  expense  of  any  one  after 
Lis  remarks  this  morning,  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman  covered  up  something,  in  his  peeuliar 
and  di^^ified  styley  which  I  do  not  understand, 
but  which  I  shall  no  doubt  nndoratand  in  time. 
But  I  mean  to  make  this  remark:  that  whereas 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  last 
spoke  did  not  pot  this  qpiestion  on  party 
grounds,  the  gentleman  from  Massaehnsette 
who  preceedeid  him  did  so.  Truth  ereeps 
nna wares  upen  eantion.  This  is  Sk^arty  move- 
ment, and  you  all  know  it;  it  is  desired  to 
avoid  issues  and  to  carry  your  presidential 
election 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Then  it 
is  very  clear  we  ought  to  pass  the  resolution. 
Mr.  COX.  I  thought  I  would  smoke  that 
gentleman  out.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  attempted  to  make  a 
little  ridicule  of  my  friend  fVom  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holman]  by  nroposing  that  he  should  add  Uie 
ten  commandmeiits  to  his  resolution-*i»ean* 
ingj  I  suppose,  therebv  especially  the  one 
which  says:  '*Thou  shalt  not  steaiy  because 
in  getting  through  the  appropriations  before 
the  29th  of  May  there  will  pe  considerable 
grand  larceny  committed. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts-*!  mean 
the  distinguished  soldier  from  Massachusetts^ 
if  you  can  find  out  who  that  is,  [laughter] — the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  this  is  a 
party  question,  and  that  we  ought  to  run  away 
from  our  business  and  go  philandering  around 
the  country  taking  an  examnle  from  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Government.  Tne  gentleman  aays 
we  ought  to  do  this  with  a  view  to  our  physical 
health.  He  says  there  has  been  some  turn- 
ing up  of  the  soil.  Thejr  have  struck  some 
sandstone  formation  in  stirring  np  the  soil  of 
this  city,  [laughter,]  and  it  is  unhealthy;  and 
so  it  is  unhealthy  lor  us  to  stay  here  and  do 
our  dutv;  unhealthy  perhaps  physical^,  and 
unhealmy  for  the  party  which  seeks  to  shirk 
the  issues  which  the  people  demand  we  should 
meet. 

As  to  the  remark  made  by  the  distingnished 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreig^n  Affairs, 
there  is  much  in  it,  especially  in  reference  to 
our  difficulties  with  England  not  yet  settled. 
I  would  not  speak  in  this  House  any  words, 
even  the  lightest  word,  to  embarrass  the  nego- 
tiations or  commisskms  which  ave  now  pro- 
greasing.  But  I  believe  it  ia  the  feeiUBg  of 
men  who  know  that  we  are  in  danger  of  ming 
all  we  Uiought  to  gain  by  the  Geneva  coa- 
fierence^  and  that  in  September,  when  the  final 
award  is  made,  we  may  see  our  commissioners 
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and  lawyers  come  back  here  utterly  discom- 
fited by  reason  of  the  bad  management  of  our 
foreign  affairs  in  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

er.  DAWES.    Mr.  Speaker 
r.  COX.    Oh|  I  have  not  come  to  the 
real  point,  if  ^e  gentleman  will  allow  me. 
[Laughter.! 

Mr.  D A  wl^S.  If  the  point  is  ooming  I  will 
wait  a  moment 

Mr.  COX  1  wanted  to  state  (o  the  country 
in  a  plain,  square-way — and  the  gentleman  can 
easily  see  the  point,  though  he  did  not  make 
it  himself—the  real  point  in  this  case,  which  is 
to  carry  on  jour  political  campaign  without 
investigation.  The  real  point  is  to  so  before 
the  committee  on  a  pretense  to  reform  the 
revenue  like  the  miserable  meddling  with  the 
tariff  in  the  last  Congress  which  gave  no  re- 
duction camparaUvely.  And  then  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  will  come  forth 
from  their  shell,  [laughter,]  and  they  will 
produce  some  delnsive  reduction  at  the  last 
moment,  and  hurxy  it  through  like  the  bill  of 
the  last  Conffress,  which  pretended  to  make  a 
reduction  of  $20,000,000,  when  it  was  really 
in  the  shape  of  a  compromise,  and  an  exaction 
from  the  people  on  manv  articles*  The  House 
could  i^t  debate  it  any  further.  It  was  passed 
in  a  hurry,  and  the  Biepnblicans  went  out  and 
claimed  credit  fior  reduang  the  revenue,  when 
in  &ct  they  fastened  the  tariff  still  more 
strongly  upon  the  labor  of  the  people  and  the 
industry  of  the  country. 

Now,  X  want  these  investigations  that  are 

§  reposed  here  to  ^o  on.  I  want,  if  possible,  the 
outh  to  be  pacified,  regardless  of  political 
success.  I  am  not  so  mucn  a  partisan  as  some 
members  of  Uiis  Housei  (altnough  I  am  ac- 
counted OS  much  in  earnest  on  that  subject,) 
but  for  one,  I  am  willing  to  set  an  example  to 
the  President  and  to  the  Secretaries  and  to  the 
heads  of  bureaus  who  spend  their  summers 
everywhere  except  at  their  business.  [Laugh- 
ter. T  Do  not  let  us  follow  so  bad  an  example 
while  drawing  pay  for  a  full  year's  service,  a 
salary  of  S5,000. 

Mr.  D AwES.  Afler  the  non-partisan  speech 
of  my  distinjguished  friend  from  New  York, 
[laughter,]  i  have  only  to  say  that  it  is  much 
easier  always  to  preach  than  to  practice,  and 
that  Tt  has  been  impossible  to  make  him  under- 
stand that  hU  faith  without  works  is  dead. 
I  now  yield  for  five  minutes  to  the  geoUeman 
from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  alarm  which  has  been  raised  nere  might 
have  heen  addressed  to  some  other  party  than 
to  the  party  which  is  in  control  of  both  branches 
of  Congress.  The^  have  been  charged  by  the 
peonle  as  the  majority  to  take  care  of  the  need- 
nil  legislation  of  the  country.  The  Senate 
is  of  tne  opinion  that  whatever  duties  devolve 
upon  na  undar  the  trust  of  the  people  can  be 
weH  and  fhlly  performed  by  the  29th  day  of 
May  next,  a  period  four  months  hence.  It 
ought  to  occur  to  gentlemen  who  raise  these 
objections  that  if  in  the  mean  time  it  be  ascer* 
tamed  bj  the  party  reu>onsible  to  the  country 
for  the  needful  legislauon  that  what  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
cannot  be  consummated  before  the  time  named 
in  the  resolution,  the  party  that  adopts  the 
resolution  can  rescind  it  without  asking 
instructions  from  any  other  party,  and  without 
asking  their  votes  even* 

Thegentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks] 
has  been  good  enough  to  intimate  that  instead 
of  looking  iq  the  legislation  of  the  country 
we  are  to  engage  here  in  the  business  of  mak- 
ing political  speeches  about  the  merits  of  this 
man  or  that  man  for  the  Presidency,  the  merits 
of  this  party  or  that  party.  In  my  judgment 
all  such  disoQSsions  are  out  of  place  on  this 
floor.  ^Our  business  here  is  to  attend  to  the 
legislative  wants  of  the  country,  and  having 
attended  to  that  duty,  to  adjourn  and  go  back 
to  Uie  people  and  answer  to  them  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  wq  have  discharged  this  trust. 


For  myself,  I  am  willing  to  try  the  experiment 
whether  we  can  discharge  this  duty  within  Uie 
coming  four  months ;  and  if,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  time  it^  shall  become  apparent 
that  some  bill  essential  to  the  public  interest 
may  need  a  longer  time  for  consideration,  it 
is  as  competent  for  the  commanding  majoritj^ 
in  the  Senate,  amounting  to  three  fourths  of 
the  body,  that  sent  us  this  resolution,  to  re- 
scind it,  as  it  was  for  them  to  pass  it  in  the 
first  place ;  and  it  is  equally  possible  for  the 
Bepuolican  majority  in  this  House  to  do  so 
also,  as  we  have  seen  it  done  before.  It  is  a 
poor  compliment  to  the  Republican  majority 
of  the  Senate  and  the  House  to  say  to  Uiem, 
that,  having  matured  the  needful  le^slation 
for  the  couutry,  they  will  run  away  irom  the 
capital  when  they  know  its  passage  is  essentiaJ, 
rather  than  to  rescind  this  resolution. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  eentleman  says 
this  resolution  can  be  rescinded  as  easily  as  it 
was  passed.  Does  he  reflect  that  it  took  the 
Senate  two  weeks  to  pass  it? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  gentleman  says  it 
took  them  two  weeks  to  pass  it.  That  is  a 
catch-phrase  unworthy  of  the  gentleman,  for 
they  could  have  passed  it  in  two  days.  I  am 
ouite  well  aware  that  the  previous  question 
does  not  obtain  in  the  Senate,  but  I  am  equally 
well  aware  that  there  is  an  end  to  human 
endurance.  If  there  is  a  party  in  this  House 
that  is  to-day  represented  in  the  Senate  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  they 
can  put  themselves  before  the  country  and 
stand  grandly  in  history  by  voting  against  the 
rescinoment  of  it,  afler  all  this  oumeak  of 
patriotic  indignation  at  4e  proposition  for  an 
early  adjournment  Thegentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Farnswobth]  will  dp  well  to  come 
in  to  repair  breaches  in  his  logic  and  oppose 
its  rescindment  when  the  Democratic  party 
stands  here  to-day  solid  against  the  passage 
of  the  resolution.  If  toward  the  close  of  the 
four  months  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  pub- 
lic interest  demands  that  the  resolution  be 
rescinded  and  the  legislation  of  the  country  be 
permitted  to  go  on,  who  will  oppose  it?  Will 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Fabks- 
worth]  oppose  it?  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  oppose  it?  Will 
any  gentlman  in  the  Senate  representing  in 
common  their  views  expressed  here  tO'day 
oppose  it?    I  rather  think  not. 

1  say  again  that  tho  Republican  majority  in 
the  House  and  in  the  Senate  are  responsible 
to  the  country  for  the  necessary  legislation. 
Surely  the^  can  trust  themselves  and  not  con- 
sult the  minority  on  that  subject.  And  if  at 
the  end  of  the  time  named  it  shall  appear  that 
there  is  essential  legislation  not  then  disposed 
of,  they  can  appeal  to  those  |;entlemen  who 
are  so  anxious  that  the  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try shall  not  be  obstmcted  to  rescind  this 
resolution,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  they  will  do 
it.  I  am  in  favor  of  passing  this  resolution  now. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Ejellooo]  for  a 
question. 

Mr.  K£LLOGG.  I  wish  simply  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  [Mr.  Dawes]  whether  he  can  assure 
the  House  that  he  will  have  ample  time,  should 
this  resolution  be  adopted,  to  report  the  bill 
repealing  the  income  tax,  and  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  other  internal  revenue  taxes  that  should 
be  repealed? 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  ten  majority  which  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Kelloqo] 
precipitated  upon  us  against  the  repeal  of  the 
income  tax  instructed  us  very  mucn. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  The  gentleman  cannot 
shield  himself  in  that  wa^.  The  eighty-three 
absentees  at  that  time  will  take  cara  of  that 
if  the  ffentleman  will  report  the  bilL 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague 
a  question  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  yield  for  a  onestioa 
only,  for  I  have  promised  to  yield  to  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kjbre]  for  a  tune. 
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Hi.  banks.  If  the  Houu  shall  pus  this 
TMoIution  DOW,  will  it  be  competent  for  the 
HoDse  to  rGBcind  it,  if  we  sball  Deconifl  ssUb- 
fied  that  it  ahoold  be  reacinded? 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  cannot  be  reeciaded,  of 
course,  withoDt  the  concurrence  of  the  Seaate. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Then  we  must  leave  it  to  some 
other. bodj  to  rescind  it,  if  necessar;? 

Mr.  DAWES.  How  mach  time  does  the 
gentlenian  from  lodiana  [Mr.  EEnit]  want? 

Mr.  KERB.     Give  me  five  minutes. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  ;ield  to  the  gentlemELn 
for  fife  minutes. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  do  not  want  to  find  anv 
politic!  in  thie  resolntion.  On  Ihe  lootrary,  I 
am  willing  for  the  present  to  admit  that  it  has 
no  politics  in  it.  Persoaall]'  1  am  in  favor  of 
the  shortest  poBsible  sessions  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  belicTe  that  ever; 
gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House  is  in&vor 
of  a  short  session.  But  we  are  also  in  favor, 
and  this  prim  aril;  and  all  thetime,  of  the  Con- 
gress, before  it  adjonms,  performing  those 
most  important  duties  of  needful  legislation 
and  reform  which  now  especiatl;  rest  upon  il, 
and  which  the  people  of  this  countr;  at  this 
time  more  than  at  an;  other  time  in  the  last 
ten  years  expect  and  demand  that  Congress 
shall  meet  manfuU;,  boldl;,  and  honestl;,  and 
discharge  intelligentl;  and  eSectivelj,  so  as  to 
fire  substantial  and  speed;  relief  to  (be  8uS*er- 
iiig  people,  and  to  establish  more  eqoal  laws, 
and  restore  civil  governmental!  overtheland, 
and  rebnild  oar  prostrate  commerce. 

We  on  this  side  of  the  House  desire  that 
before  this  Congress  shall  adjourn  it  shall  con- 
sider and  legislate  appropriate!;  upon  alt  the 
great  questions  that  have  latel;  been  agitated 
in  the  country.  I  believe  I  can  truthfull;  sn; 
that  the  popular  mind  of  this  conntr;  has  not 
during  the  past  ten  years  been  more  clear  and 
intelligeat  or  more  imperative  in  its  demands 
upon  Congress  for  reform  than  it  is  lo-da;; 

'  ''  will  be  an  unpardonable  evasion  of  duty 


just  expectations  of  the  people 
Tcasonabl;  met  and  answered,  nrny  snouio 
we  resolve  now  when  we  shall  adjouruT  We 
have  been  in  session  but  a  few  weeks.  The 
commitlees  are  cnl;  fairl;  organized.  The; 
have  not  yet  mnch  more  than  begun  earnest, 
systematic,  and  effective  work.  Numberless 
bills  have  been  introduced,  and  a  ver;  few 
have  been  acted  upon  ;  but  the  great  part  of 
the  work  of  the  session  remains  to  ne  yet 
matured  and  considered.  I  sa;,  therefore,  it 
is  impossible  tbat  we  can  at  so  earl;  a  da; 
wisely  and  safely  fix  a  limit  to  tbe  lime  that 
we  will  or  ought  to  spend  in  deliberation  upon 
the  business  of  the  countr;.  As  the  session 
wears  on,  and  the  great  subjects  of  appropria- 
tions, supplies,  revision  of  tbe  tariff,  reduction 
of  taxation,  reform  of  the  civil  service,  and 
others  are  disposed  of,  we  can  then  approach 
this  matter  intelligently. 

But  il  is  said  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
that  if  we  re»o]ve  now  that  on  tbe  29ih  of 
May  we  will  adjourn,  and  if  when  that  time 
arrives  the  business  of  the  country  is  not  done, 
we  may  rescind  that  resolution.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  need  only  to  appeal  to  the  observation  and 
experience  of  evet?  gentleman  in  this  House  to 
bear  me  witness  in  the  assertion  that  a  repeal 
under  such  circumstances  would  be  most  dif- 
ficult, if,  indeed^  it  were  not  simply  impossible. 
Allsorta  of  considerations — pHrtisaa.  personal, 
and  political — woald  come  in  to  resist  and 
prevent  a  repeal  and  to  force  an  adjournment, 
whether  tbe  business  of  the  country  was  done 
or  not  We  ought  first  to  proceed  with  the 
regular  business  of  the  session  in  tbe  most 
expeditious  manner  coDiisient  with  proper 
deliheratJOD,  and  when  we  have  thus  reached 
such  a  point  that  we  can  with  certainty  sec  the 
end,  we  may  then  with  propriety  resolve  that  at 
sonna  future  da;  we  will  adjoorn,  But  I  know 
of  no  example  in  the  practical  experience  of 
thit  Honse  when  the  da;  of  final  adjournment 


was  fixed  b;  Congress  more  than  a  few  weeks 
before  tbe  period  of  actual  adjoummeol  bad 
arrived.  I  nope  this  Senate  resolution  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  vield  for  a  few  miootei 
to  the  gentleman  from  Teoneiaee,  [Mr.  M&t- 

^r^HAYNARD.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Iloase  to  a  fact  to  which  the  older 
members  will  testify,  that  at  no  previoas 
session  has  the  public  business  been  so  far 
advanced  at  a  corresponding  period  of  the 
session  as  it  is  now.  The  almost  unexam- 
pled— perhaps  I  might  say  entirel;  unexam- 
Eled — instance  of  the  legislative  appropriation 
II!  passing  through  this  House  as  it  did  a  few 
da;9  ago,  almost  unchallenged,  is  an  indication 
of  the  easy  disposition  we  are  likel;  to  make 
of  that  class  of  legislation. 

This  question  ot  adjoummeat  is  not  a  new 
question.  I  find  by  the  record  tbat  two  years 
ago  at  an  earlier  period  in  the  session  than 
at  present— the  19th  of  Januar;,  1870— Mr. 
Stiles,  then  a  Democratic  member  from  Penn. 
sylfauia,  introduced  a  resolution,  which  I  will 
ask  tbe  Clerk  to  read. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"Beil  Tt«>lvrdbvtktSenalt  and  Bouie 0 Stpn- 
tnOoliiiti.  &e..  Tbat  the  PrnldantofthaSanatiiand 
lbs  Spcikgr  at  tlie  Houu  ot  ReprMMitatlvw  do 
declare  thsir  rapBotivB  Hdiihs  ■djoninBd  n«  dit 
attwdro  o'clDob  m.  on  the  leoond  TuMdav  of  April 

Mr.MAYNARD.  When  that  resolution  was 
offered  I  with  some  others  thought  Uie  time  pro- 
posed too  early,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  la; 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  but  it  failed.  The 
previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the;ea*  an  d 
nays  were  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  names  of 
tbose  who  voted  in  favor  of  that  resolution  to 
adjourn  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  reading  of  thosenames 
will  lake  alonger  time  than  1  can  spare. 

Mr.MAYNARD.  Then  I  shall  ask  to  have 
tbe  list  incorporated  in  m;  remarks,  simply 
calling  attention  to  tbe  fact  that  among  tbose 
votiog  in  the  affirmative  were  the  distinguished 
gentleman  fi-om  New  York,  [Mr.  Bnooxs,]  bia 
colleagne,  [Mr.  Wood,]  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  KEaB,]  who  has  just  addressed  tbe 
House,  and  theothergentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.   HouiAy,]  who  was  so  emphatic  a  few 


r  call  tbe  preTiona 

I  seconded  and 


Mr.    DAWES.      I 

The  previoQS   question 
tbe  main  question  ordered. 

Tbe  first  question  was  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Farxswortit,  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  the  Committee  of  Wa;s  and  Means. 

On  agreeing  to  the  motion  there  were — ayes 
91,  noes  6S. 

Mr.  KILLINOER.    I  demand  the  yeas  and 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  waadecided 
in  ibe  affirmative — yeas  120,  nays  7T,  not  voting 
88  ;  OS  fallows : 

YEAS— Musts.  Acker,  Arthur.  Aveiill.  Banks, 
Bamom.  Beok,  BeieriduB,  Bi«i.  Bird.  Aunln  Blair. 
JamnB  U.  Blair.  Br&itanjBriibl.  Omrse  H .  Brooks. 
JameiBriiok>.BuokleT,fiDlButoD.  Burofaard.  Cald- 
ncll,  Carroll,  Cnbum.  Cualilui,  Cominso,  CoDOcr. 
CotloD,  Coi.  Crsbii.  Critnhcr.  Croulnnd.  DitIi. 
DBwgt,  BoDDSn,  Uai,  l>uBo».  Duk«.  Uunnall.  Bl- 
djideB.  Farnnrurtb,  Farwal),  Finkalnbiui.  Forkar, 
llaarrD.  Fottar.  Wilder  D.  Foiter,  QBrflald.Qanalt, 
Oati,  QolUdar,  Ooodriah,  QriStb,  HaldamaQ,  Han- 


3o  the  resolatioD  was  refuted  le  lb*  Cm' 
mittee  of  Ways  and  He»BB. 

During  tlie  vote, 

Mr.  UcCLELLAND  atated  that  hii  mI 
league,  Mr.  BA»DAi.t.,  who  was  ^mwI.  «• 
paired  on  all  qneationa  with  hiiotbcrcdltKW, 

Mi.  HAKMBIt. 

Bo  the  vote  was  then  announced  u  sbm 
recorded.    

Mr  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  uored  to  rtCU' 
aider  the  vtfte  by  which  the  reaalaiMxi  ni 
agreed  tot  and  also  moved  that  the  notiN 
to  reoonsidsr  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

XBW  8TATB  DKPABTMItn. 

Mr.  OETZ.  I  move  lo  suspend  itenkt, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  fallo«is| 


,,ttBder(bedinetiaBaFMr.A.fi 

vitmgL  "KliitBot  of  tho  Treanir.  M"  n**^ 
this  Houn  whT  a  ttona  fumiliulr  knsn  u  Bo- 
«*  •andsUDa.  wu  naad  In  therauDdamii  nll>.i>' 
•tewl  ot  craolta,  as  oiderad  by  tba  joiiit  OnaM« 

SiFubUoBuildiDHBiid  QnundfotllHStDMBM 
0M«.  Alio,  br  wbo(«  BUthorilr  Ibi  ^f»V' 
madai  and  wbalher  tba  work  ia  bnu  '^Vz^ 
moper and sobstaDlial  manner;  whauwit  ■  ~ 
that  tho  frost  has  aariowtr  damlCM.  >■■  °^ 
suditone  already  uwd  in  Iha  ftmd«iiin«1l*- 
and  that  th«  oommiUae  bo  auth«i»'  »  **"  S 
panoni  and  puan.  and  to  take  ImUboWHk 
qaealions  ralattnc  to  contraeU  for  lloBa  •»  <" 
work  so  tar  as  it  hu  pmsraMad. 
Mr.  MAYNARD.     I  move  that  the  Hoi« 


w_adio 


Mr.  ELDRIDQB.  If  theHouseslioaliiiiiW 
adjourn,  how  long  will  it  bo  before  thiHii* 
Uon  again  comes  up  for  aclionT  , . 

The  SPEAKER.  It  wiU  bsihs  fin<il"« 
in  order  at  the  close  of  tbe  momiiif  so"  <* 
next  Monda;.  ,  ... 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Isuppose,  ih»ii,th»iw' . 
raotioB  to  wtjourn  was  made  to  prsm'  "" 
House  passing  Ibis  resolution. 

Mr.  POTTE  R.    Yea,  let  ui  hare  ii  no*. 

Tbe  House  divided;  and  there  ««e-*I«* 
101,  noes  6.  , 

So  {two  thirds  voting  in  favor  tlWMfl  1" 
rales  were  suspended,  and  the  rewlnaen  •» 
adopted. 

CLAIUS  KXPOXT. 
Mr.  PORTER,  by  unanimoiu  coMeot.  vV 
mitted  the  following  reaolotion;  «if?'l',, 
the  hiw,  went  to  the  Committee  on  Fnnmj. 

itmlwtd.  That  Ave  lhoui«daitrnWi<;;«f5'"(j; 
HioallaBaou  DoaomaDt  No.  U(a*  rW°"  ^£ 
comminlon  of  oUlras)  ba  printed  tot  ltt«  •"  "  *" 
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r  KBMOVAL  OF  POLITIGAL  DI8ABILITIBS. 

Mr.  RAINEY,  by  aoaDimous  coosent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1826)  to  remove 
t.lie  political  disabilities  from  persons  therein 
named;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  Ihat  all 
political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States^  by  reason  of  participation  in  the  late 
rebellion,  be  removed  from  H.  W.  Carter, 
Andrew  J.  Stringer,  and  W.  P.  Colcock,  of 
South  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
Accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
two  thirds  votine  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  RAINEi  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
l>y  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

KDUOATION  OF  TflK  PEOPLE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  Labor  [Mr.  Perce] 
desires  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  future  management  of 
a  bill  reported  by  that  committee. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  I<Jo.  1048)  to  establish  an  educa- 
tional fund  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  education  of  the  people 
be  taken  out  of  the  morning  hour,  and  that 
Friday  of  this  week  and  Tuesday  of  next  week 
after  half  past  one  o*  clock  be  designated  for 
the  consideration  of  said  bill,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  orders ;  and  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion be  considered  as  seconded  and  the  main 
Question  ordered  at  three  o'clock  on  the  second 
aay  of  debate. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Is  not  Friday  devoted  to 
private  business? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  be,  unless  by 
order  of  the  House  other  business  takes  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  PERCE.  My  motion  is  that  the  bill 
shall  be  considered  only  after  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  desire  one  hour  for  debate  after 
the  previous  question  is  seconded? 

Mr.  PERCE.    Certainly. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  sus- 
pending the  rules  and  making  the  order  indi* 
cated  \fj  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor.  'The  Chair  will  order 
tellers,  and  appoint  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Ferce]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldridob.] 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  desire  to  say  just  one  word, 
if  the  House  will  allow  me. 

Mr.  SLOSS.    I  object. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  say  that  when 
I  objected  to  the  order  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Perce]  I  was 
not  aware  that  the  motion  was  made  in  accord- 
ance with  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  the 
members  of  the  committee.  Learning  that 
fact,  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Let  the  order 
be  made.  It  will  open  the  morning  hour  to 
work. 

Mr.  PERCE.  The  object  is  to  give  com- 
mittees an  opportunity  to  report.  The  bill  is 
now  in  the  morning  hour,  and  is  blocking  the 
whole  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  have  withdrawn  my 
objection,  understanding  that  the  arrangement 
was  satisfactory  to  the  minority  as  well  as  the 
majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    I  renew  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  appoints  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  as  one 
of  the  tellers,  instead  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldridoe.] 

Mr.  McINTTRE.   I  desire  to  know  wbe^er 


it  is  a  part  of  the  arrangement  that  amend- 
ments ihall  be  admitted  ? 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  propose  to  admit  amend- 
ments on  which  the  sense  of  the  House  may 
be  taken  before  the  bill  is  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  We  are  to  understand  that 
the  bill  will  be  open  to  amendment  generally? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Ch^r  begs  that  the 
understanding  shall  be  explicit  as  to  that 
point.  Does  the  gentleman  propose  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  recommit,  so  that  any  gen- 
tleman can  move  amendments? 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  propose  to  admit  amend- 
ments after  the  discussion  is  closed,  so  that 
they  may  come  in  without  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  After  the  discussion  is 
closed  the  gentleman  proposes  to  admit  by  con- 
sent as  many  amendments  as  may  be  onered. 
With  that  understanding,  the  Chair  will  again 
submit  the  proposition  to  a  viva  voce  vote. 

The  question  being  again  put  on  Mr.  Perce's 
motion,  to  suspend  the  rules,  it  was  agreed  to, 
two  thirds  votmg  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appr6priations  is  on  the  floor. 

APPLICATIONS  FOn  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

ReBolvedj  That  the  Senate  be  reqnested  to  retam 
to  this  House  the  bUl  (H.  B.  NoV&U)  entitled  **A 
bill  fixing  the  time  from  which  pensiona  heretofore 
granted,  or  which  mav  hereafter  be  granted,  shall 
commenoe,  and  extending  the  time  for  the  filing  of 
applications  for  the  same." 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  re- 
port this  resolution  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  7 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not.  I 
ask  that  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Dbpirtmbnt  of  thb  Iktxsiob, 
Pbnsion  OrFiCB,  WAamNOTON.  D.  C. 

Januarv,  25, 1872. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  reqaest,ander  date 
of  the  19th  instant,  through  clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Approoriations,  I  herewith  present  an  estimate 
of  tho  adaitional  expenditure  which  would  be  in- 
curred by  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  5U,  relative 
to  tho  extension  of  the  time  within  which  applica- 
tion for  pension  may  be  filed,  in  order  to  take  eflect 
from  the  date  of  disohorfce  or  death  of  the  person  on 
whoso  aooouot  the  pension  has  been  or  shall  bore- 
after  be  granted.  . 

The  results  furnished  have  been  reached  by  a  crit- 
ical examination  of  a  number  of  the  cases  on  file  so 
large  and  varied  as  to  give  a  fair  average  estimate 
of  all  cases  that  would  be  affected  by  said  bill. 

Should  said  bill  become  a  law.  it  is  estimated  that 
the  additional  appropriation  thereby  induced  would 
probably  reach  the  sum  of  i32.000»000,  of  which 
16,000,000  would  be  necessary  for  tho  readjustment 
of  claims  already  admitted,  and  the  remaining 
f  2M00.00O  would  be  required  for  claims  which  s hall 
hereafter  be  admitted,  in  installments  of  which  the 
exact  figures  derived  by  our  proportions  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

lg72 «.. $1,870,033 

1873 « ^ 2.794.652 

1874 « ^ 3,095,804 

1875 - 3,896,956 

1876 8,698,108 

1877 -. »~ -"  3.999,260 

1878 2,252.063 

1879 2,413,635 

1880...„ « : 2,575,007 

Total «.« $26,095,218 

The  computation  of  the  rate  at  which  claims  are 
now  disposed  of  is  one  of  the  basis  of  proportions 
aboveJndicated,  and  shows  that  the  last  of  the  oases 
probably  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed  bill  wilt  not 
have  been  adjudicated  before  December,  1880,  the 
approximately  estimated  date  for  final  action  upon 
ail  of  them. 

Very  resp'otfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  BAKBR,  OommUfummr. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Gaefield,  Chairman  OBmmiiUe  on  Aj>vrO' 
jyriationa, 

Mr.  MOORE.  If  it  will  be  in  order,  and  if 
I  can  have  the  consent  of  the  House,  i  would 
like  to  make  a  remark  or  two  in  reference  to 
that  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  can  only  proceed 
bj  nnanimoas  consent. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  the  resolution  before 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  is  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  MOORE.  If  the  resolution  will  ^o  by 
on  an  objection  I  will  object  to  its  considera- 
tion at  the  present  time,  but  if  it  is  the  purpose 
of  the  gentleman  to  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  to  call  the  previous  question  on  the 
resolution,  I  would  like  to  have  the  privilege 
of  making  a  remark. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  for  a  speech. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  wish  to  say  that  so  far  as 
the  report  which  has  been  read  is  concerned  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  made  to  this  House 
in  good  faith,  but  if  it  is  made  in  good  faith,  I 
say  that  it  is  made  upon  a  very  hasty  and 
careless  investigation  of  the  subject.  From 
the  ver^  first  there  has  been  an  attempt  made 
to  prejudge  the  question  in  reference  to  the 
extension  of  the  time  of  making  application 
by  claimants  of  pensions,  by  publications  made 
in  the  newspapers,  and  by  dispatches  from  the 
Interior  Department  to  the  public  press.  I  have 
known,  and  this  House  knows,  that  for  some 
reason  or  other  the  Interior  Department  has 
taken  it  upon  itself  to  make  the  declaration 
that  this  measure  ought  not  to  pass.  Now  I 
take  it  upon  myself  to  say  that  the  people  of 
this  country  are  not  disposed  thus  to  act 
toward  the  men  who  sustained  the  very  life  of 
this  country  in  a  time  when  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  crying  out,  ^'  My  king* 
dom  for  another  man,"  and  yet  the  further 
we  recede  from  the  scenes  of  that  war  the  less 
we  are  inclined  to  appreciate  the  services  of 
the  men  who  suffered  in  the  country's  defense. 
Now,  sir,  I  want  to  say  another  thing  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  and  that  is  that  I  am  not 
concerned  greatly  in  reference  to  how  much 
money  is  required  to  meet  the  honest  claim  of 
these  men.  If  the  claim  is  just  the  country  is 
willing  to  pay  it.  It  is  not  manly,  in  mj 
opinion,  to  come  here  and  say  that  because  it 
involves  a  large  amount  of  money,  therefore 
the  Government  will  not  meet  tnese  claims 
and  do  its  doty  toward  its  defenders. 

Now,  sir,  1  am  willing  that  this  matter 
should  be  fairly  discussed,  but  I  am  not  will- 
ing that  by  the  dictation  of  the  Interior  De- 
partment a  bill  sball  be  overslaughed  in  this 
House  before  the  country  hears  of  it  or  be- 
fore there  is  opportunity  fully  to  investigate  it. 

I  want  to  state  another  point  in  reference 
to  this  question.  A  report  was  put  forth  in 
reference  to  arrears  of  pensions  recentlv, 
stating  that  the  amount  involved  would  be 
$15,000,000,  and  now  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  issues  a  statement  that  it  will  amount 
to  $82,000,000.  The  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  has  sent  a  request  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  or  rather  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  asking  how  many  pensioners  there 
were  npon  the  roll  in  1867,  the  time  when  the 
limitation  commenced  to  operate  in  certain 
cases,  and  how  many  on  the  pension -roll  in 
1868,  how  many  claimed  back  pensions,  and 
so  on  from  year  to  year  to  the  present  time. 
This  report  has  not  yet  been  received.  We 
are  waiting  for  that  report.  We  intend  to  in- 
vestigate the  question  thoroughly,  and  to  ascer- 
tain as  far  as  it  is  possible  what  the  expense 
will  be.  But  then,  sir,  we  say  that  these  claims 
ought  to  be  met,  and  that  this  cry  that  the 
expense  will  be  a  heavy  one  is  no  argument. 
It  is  an  easy  thing  for  this  House  to  vote  an 
appropriation  of  $50,000  to  feed  an  expedition 
from  abroad  that  is  to  come  to  this  capital, 
and  it  is  an  easy  thing  for  them  when  some 
great  matter  is  before  the  House  to  make 
large  appropriations,  but  when  small  claims 
are  to  be  dealt  with,  claims  of  those  who  suf- 
fered in  defense  of  this  country,  there  is  a  tre- 
mendous hue-and-cry  from  a  certain  quarter 
concerning  it.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  not 
be  considered. 
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Mf.  (jARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  say 
two  things  in  response  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  and  the  first  is,  that  so  far  as  I  know 
the  Pension  Office  have  done  only  their  duty  in 
responding  to  categorical  questions  submitted 
to  them.  The  Committee  on  Appropriations 
authorized  roe  as  their  orsan  to  make  this  in- 
quiry of  the  Department*  I  made  it,  and  asked 
them  to  take  their  time  in  making  the  estimate. 
The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was  before  the 
com  mittee,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  I  nterior  was 
there,  and  what  they  said  to  us  was  subsequent- 
ly put  down  in  writing  in  more  careful  detail. 
That  report  has  come  to  us,  and  I  knqw  of 
no  other  action  whatever  taken  in  that  Depart- 
ment except  this  in  response  to  a  demand  of 
a  committee  of  this  House,  which  it  was  their 
duty  to  make.  If  there  is  any  fault  in  the 
matter,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  They  felt,  when  a  bill  like 
that  had  passed  this  House  at  an  early  hour 
of  the  day's  session,  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock,  when  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
attention  of  the  House  was  callecf  to  it ;  when 
there  was  no  debate  upon  it ;  when  there  were 
no  yeas  and  nays  on  it;  when  there  was  not 
even  a  rising  vote  upon  it — the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  thought  it  was  well  to  see  to 
what  extent  that  bill  would  go  in  its  demands 
upon  the  Treasury.  I  want  to  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of  jus- 
tice th^  we  are  talking  of.  All  these  men  are 
now  on  the  peusion-rolls  who  served  in  our 
late  war,  and  they  are  to-day  drawing  their 
pensions  month  by  month.  The  country  has 
yiven  their  sratuity  to  these  people,  and  given 
It  worthily,  I  doubt  not,  in  at  least  three  fourths 
of  the  cases. 

Now  shall  we,  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen, 
by  one  act  that  it  took  us  but  a  minute  to  pass, 
make  our  entire  pension  laws  and  all  our  pen- 
sions under  those  lavs  revert  back  to  the  period 
when  the  injury  was  received)  and  at  a  single 
blow  add  more  than  thirty  two  million  dollars 
to  the  expenses  of  this  Uovemment,  without 
any  investigation  at  all  7  The  gentleman  says 
the  committee  are  investigating  this  matter.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  it ;  I  only  wish  they  had  made 
their  inveatisation  before  the  bill  passed  this 
House.  Alii  aak  is  that  the  bill  may  be  brought 
back  here  and  referred  to  them  for  considera- 
tion. 1  do  not  ask  the  House  to  act  adversely 
upon  it ;  1  ask  only  that  the  bill  may  be  brought 
back  here  in  order  that  it  may  receive  what  it 
never  bad  befi>re,  a  hearing  in  this  House ; 
that  is  all. 

Those  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of  onr 
pension-rolls  tell  ua  that  this  bill,  if  it  shall 
become  a  law,  will  add  $82,500,000  to  oar 
expenses.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  says, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  concurs  with 
him,  that  one  fourth  of  all  the  pensions  on  our 
rolls  today  are,  in  his  iudgment,  deliberate 
and  outrageous  frauds.  Now,  one  fourth,  or  at 
least  one  eighth  of  this  $82,500,000  will  go 
to  sharpers  and  rascals,  to  the  claim  agents 
of  the  country,  who  are  not  soldiers,  and  who 
have  no  right  to  this  gratuity  Irom  the  Govern - 
ment* 

Mr.  MAYNABD.  If  so  many  of  these 
pensions  are  fraudulent,  why  does  not  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  correct  the  fraud? 
He  has  ample  power  to  do  it 

Mr.  OAUFi&LD,  of  Ohio.  Let  me  finish 
my  statement.  When  the  bill  comes  back 
here,  1  understand  it  will  be  in  the  condition 
of  a  bill  on  its  reconsideration.  I  believe 
this  is  rather  a  new  question  in  parliamentary 
law,  and  therefore  I  will  appeal  to  the  Speaker 
to  slate  the  condition  of  the  bill  when  it  comes 
back  from  the  Senate  under  this  resolution. 
Will  it  not  then  be  in  the  condition  of  a  bill 
whose  passage  has  been  moved  to  be  recon- 
ttdered? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is  no  direct  rule 

on  the  subject.    But  if,  under  a  suspension 

Ethe  rules,  the  House  should  request  of  the 
nate  the  return  of  the  bill,  the  Chair  would 
entertain  a  motion  to  recommit,  so  that  the 


action  of  the  House  upon  it  could  in  that  way 
be  revised.  • 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  the  House 
to  remember  that  when  we  take  action  like 
this  in  the  name  of  sympathy,  or  even  in  the 
name  of  justice,  we  should  be  sure  that  our 
sympathy  and  our  justice  are  not  made  the 
means  of  feeding  a  vast  crowd  of  rascals  who 
follow  in  the  wake  of  all  good  things,  so  that 
they  may  pick  up  in  the  name  of  Christian 
charity  whatever  crumbs  they  can. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  [Mr. 
Garfield]  if  he  has  ascertained  through  the 
Department  whether  these  rascals  get  upon 
the  pen8i9n-roll  through  this  House  and  its 
Committee  on  Pensions,  or  through  the  De* 
partment  itself? 

Mr,  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  mean  no  reflec- 
tion on  this  House  or  upon  its  committee. 
But  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman,  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  as  well  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  were  questioned  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  they  said  that  this  was  the  mt^mer 
in  which  these  frauds  were  committed :  claim 
agents,  lawyers,  who  had  nothing  else  to  do 
but  to  work  up  matters  of  this  sort,  briefless 
barristers,  went  around  to  those  who  had  been 
in  the  Army,  and  drummed  up  cases,  made  up 
claims  for  tnem,  in  many  cases  got  forged 
evidence  of  disaoility,  or  forged  evidence  of 
soundness  before  they  went  into  the  Army ; 
that  the  worst  possible  cases  were  those  best 
proved.  In  other  words,  the  man  who  gets  up 
a  thoroughly  rotten  case,  would,  when  he  started 
out  to  lie,  do  so  strongly  and  unscrupulously, 
and  hence  his  papers  would  be  prepared  in  the 
most  complete  and  convincing  manner.  Both 
these  officers  told  us  that  in  this  way  papers 
had  been  brought  to  them  which  on  their  face 
were  conclusive  as  to  the  rights  of  the  parties; 
and  it  was  only  here  and  there  that  they  bad 
**  smoked  out''  a  dishonest  agent,  finding  some- 
times that  a  hundred  cases  had  been  got  through 
on  papers  which  were  frauds  from  the  begining 
to  the  end.  That  was  the  reason  we  inserted 
in  the  appropriation  bill  last  week  an  increase 
of  nearly  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  enable  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  ferret  out  ihinds 
on  the  pension-list.  He  told  us  that  he  had 
almost  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  print^  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  entire  list  of  pensioners,  and  to  post 
up  in  counties  and  towns  the  rolls  of  tnose 
drawing  pensions  from  the  particular  vicinity, 
so  that  all  good  citizens  might  be  invited  to 
examine  those  rolls,  and  help  the  Government 
in  ferreting  out  these  frauds. 

Now,  sir,  groaning  under  such  a  load  as  the 
Pension  Office  is  now  groaning  under,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  officers  should  feel  some 
anxiety  when  this  enormous  additional  weight 
is  about  to  be  put  on  their  shoulders.  They 
ought  to  feel  such  an  anxiety ;  and  I  hope  no 
member  of  this  House  will  blame  thenx  for 
feeling  it,  but  that  members  will  rather  assist 
them  in  making  the  way  clear  to  put  our  pen- 
sioners in  such  a  position  that  they  will  receive 
the  justice  and  even  the  gratuity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment without  opening  the  door  to  the 
frauds  that  are  now  being  perpetrated  upon 
that  Department.  I  hope  that  no  man  in  this 
House  will  object  to  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution for  the  return  of  the  bill  referred  to. 

I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Bird.] 

Mr.  BIRD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  say 
that  in  the  last  Congress  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  very  steadily  refused  to  allow 
to  petitioners  back  pensions.  {  thought  that 
resolution  of  the  comraiilee  wise  and  just; 
and  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gari^'IEU)]  for  putting  this 
question  in  the  shape  in  which  it  is  now  pre- 
sented, in  order  that  the  subject  may  be  more 
deliberately  considered  by  this  House.  There 
are  now  before  the  committee  a  hundred  or 
more  petitions  asking  these  back  pensions. 
We  have  laid  them  aside  for  the  purpose  of 


considering  their  merita  veiy  fully  tad  a» 
fully,  and  if  possible  presenting  a  bill  wiiid 
may  elicit  more  deliberate  action  on  the  put ef 
the  House  than  this  question  hasyetreceir^ 

The  question  presented  for  considmtioi 
is,  whether  these  petitioners  are  janified  ii 
asking  to  have  their  pensions  extended  back? 
Shall  they  be  paid  a  larger  amount  thao  tlicj 
have  hitherto  received?  The  qaestion ii noi 
whether  the  Government  is  oeing  iisposed 
upon  by  rascals ;  it  is  not  whether  hen  id 
there  an  individual  is  filling  his  pockea  bj 
taking  advantage  of  this  gratuity.  Na,fir; 
let  that  question  be  determined  in  the  proper 
department.  It  will,  I  believe,  be  properlj 
determined  by  the  Commissioner  of  PeosoDs; 
and  I  trust  this  Congress  will  gire  him  ample 
power  %o  ascertain  who  the  rogues  and  nsm 
are  and  to  bring  them  to  condign  puoishmcfli 
I  understand  that  he  already  has  the  powtrto 
do  so  ;  and  I  bid  him  God  speed  in  ezecnui^ 
justice  upon  the  rascals ;  for  I  bare  discovered 
long  since  that  these  rascals  are  nameroBt. 
Cases  prepared  by  them  come  before  oar  cos- 
mittees  in  various  forms — cases  sapported  hj 
affidavits  verifying  on  their  face  ever;  eisiB^ 
tial  fact  in  the  case.  Over  and  ov«  ngm  we 
have  had  the  strangest  evidence  of  the  grot- 
est  amount  of  rascality  perpetrated  opoo  \k 
Government  through  thia  particular  speciei  of 
chicanery.  I  say  it  should  cesse,  sod  \ii 
sooner  the  better.  , 

But  the  great  and  important  qoesUoofortb 
House  to  determine  is,  whether  or  not  tlicM 
individuals  who  have  suffered  so  severely  in  iki 
service  of  their  country,  who  bare  lost  ^ 
feet,  annSf  legs,  whose  families  ars  nfkm 
whose  infant  children,  in  many  cases,  hsTcb^ 
insufficient  support,  shall  receive  au  iocresw 
bounty  at  the  hands  of  this  wealthy  OoterB- 
menu  As  I  have  said,  it  has  heretofore  Bet'oed 
to  me  wise  and  just  to  resist  these app  icstwM ; 
but  when  I  consider  the  repeated  clsiai* " 
this  kind,  the  large  number  of  the  peiittoneri, 
and  the  anxiety  manifested  by  them,  I  so  con 
strained  to  pause,  ^iid  am  willing  thutlheqao 
tion  shall  again  be  brought  before  this  Uuose. 

Mr.  MOORE.    Mr  Speaker,  i  with  lo  cb  I 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  ftctttatuw 
bill  passed  the  House  twice  during  the  m 
Congress,  but  did  not  reach  the  Seo^  ij 
was  anin  passed  in  this  House  eOer  doe  <w 
libera&on  and  report  by  the  Commitue  .oa 
Invalid  Pensions.     When  the  law  of  1362  f« 
first  passed  the  limitation  was  «*«<»»'»"* 
years,  and  subsequenUy  it  was  extended  ws 
period  of  five  years.     Scarcely  any  oftw 
claims  before  the  Pension  Bureau  had  ^ 
affected  by  the  limita'ion  before  186J-  ^?; 
the  law  is  they  are  to  be  paid  back  to  m 
date  of  the  death  or  to  the  time  when  w 
right  to  the  pension  accrued,  provjdefim 
are  filed  in  time.     Up  to  this  J^^.^%^ 
are  pensions  being  granted  in  the  rew» 
Bureau  to  persons  now  applyio«>  ^^'^l^. 
bacl(  to  the  date  when  the  right  to  the  peo«JJ 
accrued,  simply  for  tfee  reason  Uuu  tbej  » 
applied  withm  five  :^ears.     **[^(*     nogort 
cases  equally  meritorious,  which  nave  n 
of  fault  to  them  on  the  face  of  the  ^ 
except  that  they  failed  to  app^y  Wfcrt  r^j 
expiration  of  th^  five  years  aftw  ^e  JJJ^ 
atjcrued,  and  are  therefore  Cat  ©ff  fwoj>»T{ 
their  pensions  dated  back  to  the  ^y^^u^ 
or  to  the  time  when  the  right  ^croeo.   * 
are  hundreds  of  cases  of  jiw^,  «?•  '^Hiioxttr 
tp  the  Committee  on  Invalid  PeonO"*  ^^ 
4ay,  and  if  this  House  refuses  to  exifoa  ^ 
time  it  will  be  unjust  to  these  people,  JJ^^^ 
it  understpod  they  are  as  »^'[?"?!:  bees 
of  those   cases  where  the  r>«°^JTto  the 
granted  to  have  the  pension  go  .M^ 
date  of  death  or  the  time  the  rigW     r- 

sion  accrued.  «^„iUinen  of 

I  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  geni^  ^^ 

the  House,  how  are  we  to  ""^^'^L  relief 
with  these  appeals  which  coJO^^J^flrwido** 
There  are  numerous  instances  ol  ^  ^^^^ 
and  orphans  living  in  obscure  •««•* 
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^oantry  who  had  no  coDe«ptioQ  of  their  rights 
IS  nder  the  €k>verQmeDt,  and  never  made  appH- 
^Atioft  till  tome  one  happened  to  suggest  they 
^mrere  entitled  to  pensions.    This  nation ,  in  yie# 
of  the  services  rendered  by  these  people  can- 
x^ot  aflbrd  to  be  unjust  to  them  at  this  tinie. 
Our  stupendous  war  brought  into  the  service 
of  the  uovernoaent  people  from  all  classes, 
fVom  the  lowest  olMses,  and  people  of  every 
zimtionality.    I  have  in  mina  the  case  of  a 
foreigner  now  in  this  city,  who,  after  hairing 
^Aken  out  his  naturalisation  papers  entered  the 
a«rviee  and  was  crippled  for  life,  and  it  is  only 
^^iihin  a  few  months  past  that  he  has  learned 
from  one  of  his  own  countrymen,  the  minister 
resident*  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  pension. 
Se  made  his  application,  and  now  can  set 
A  pension  only  from  th«  date  of  filing  last 
proof.    Now,  does  tb«  Government  propose 
tx>  provide  by  law  that  it  shall  take  advantage 
of  the  ignoranoe  of  these  people-,  and  to  dehy 
them  what  they  are  justly  entitled  t6,  bee^use 
they  have  not  made  their  application  in  dde 
time,  and  when  the  failure  to  teake  applica- 
tion was  really  no  fault  of  theirs? 

I  wish  to  say  to  the  chairman  of  the  Cods- 
mittee  on  Appropriations  FMr.  Gaupibld]  that 
the  extension  of  the  time  does  not  play  into  the 
pockets  of  the  claim-agents.  There  is  a  laW 
DOW  on  the  statute  book  that  no  daim-agent 
eball  have  any  pay  whatever  for  securing  to 
any  man  bis  back  pension.  We  propose  that 
fihsU  stand  in  the  ia#  as  it  is  to- day,  ana  that 
no  claim  agent  shall  reap  any  benefit  from  this 
act.  Thei^  will  therefore  be  no  new  stitnulant. 
applied  to  busy  agents  by  this  ne#  act  of 
which  theg^entleman  complains ;  no  new  frauds 
can  thus  arise.  The  measure  onl  v  relieves  those 
who  are  already  adjudged  to  be  merftorioos 
claimants. 

Now  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  contend  that  this 
Government  is  able  to  be  just.  If  there  is  any- 
thing which  appeals  to  this  people  more  than 
anything  else,  it  is  the  conaition  of  crippled 
soldiers  and  suffering  widows  and  orphans  in 
this  country,  who  an-  in  distress  because  of  the 
invaluable  services  they  have  rendered  to  this 
Government  in  the  time  of  its  peril.  I  remem- 
ber well  the  time  when  We  felt  that  our  church- 
es, school  houses,  institutions  of  leitrning,  our 
farms,  our  homes,  and  even  our  lands  were 
almost  worthless,  so  long  as  a  long  line  of  gray- 
backs  stood  in  stubborn  array  against  the  life 
ofour  great  Republic.  I  remember  when  we 
resolved  to  prosecute  the  war  until  the  last 
rebel  foe  yielded  to  the  authority  of  the 
Government.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the 
heroic  support  of  our  people  in  response  to 
every  appeal  for  help  that  we  are  now  the 
greatest  Government  in  the  world.  It  is  be- 
cause of  the  patriotism  of  our  people,  which 
never  mani tested  itself  so  grandly  and  so  glori- 
onsly  in  any  country  before.  When  1  remem- 
ber all  these  things,  I  for  one  shall  never 
consent  to  any  act  of  injustice  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  toward  the  soldiers  who  sus- 
tained us  during  the  rebellion.  I  remember 
very  well  when  I  and  m^  friend  from  Ohio 
were  riding  on  horseback  in  the  Army,  and  the 
weary  soldiers  trudged  on  in  the  mud  before 
us,  and  I  swore  then  that  I  would  never  forget 
the  private  soldier  who  fought  in  defense  of  the 
country.  I  say  it  is  small,  and  it  is  little  in  the 
Government  to  say,  because  fifteen  or  twenty 
millions  of  money  are  to  be  spent  we  will  not 
do  justice  to  these  men.  We  would  have  given 
our  right  eye,  we  would  have  given  our  title- 
deeds,  rather  than  not  to  have  these  men  brave 
during  the  war,  and  in  defense  of  the  country, 
when  every  interest  was  in  peril. 

One  word  more.  It  has  been  stated  that 
one  fourth  of  our  pensions  are  fraudulent 
claims.  I  take  it  on  myself  to  say  that  no 
man  knows  it  to  be  true,  and  such  a  statement 
should  not  be  uttered  before  the  country  with- 
out some  evidence  of  its  truth.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  statement.  It  is  eltravagant,  and 
it  is  eminentl/  unihir  that  such  a  statement 


should  be  tbade  without  the  most  positive 
evidence  to  sustain  it.  This  House  d6  not 
believe  the  statement;  the  country  do  not 
believe  it,  and  cannot,  unless  they  should  con- 
clude that  the  Pension  Bureau  is  a  nuisance, 
and  ought  to  be  abated. 

I  admit  that  there  have  been  frauds  perpe- 
trated in  this  direction,  and  in  what  otner 
department  have  there  been  no  frauds.  But 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  to  pension  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812,  we  have  heard  most  in 
reference  to  such  frauds.  But  I  say  that  if 
every  Iburth  man  thet  was  pensioned  was  pen- 
sioned fraudently,  there  is  certainly  a  screw 
loose  Somewhere  in  the  Pension  Bureau. 
They  certainly  ought  to  have  managed  better 
than  to  have  been  overreached  by  every  fourth 
man  who  was  preferring  his  claim.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that,  sir.  fhave  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions.  I 
believe  that  he  is  t  gentleman,  and  I  believe 
that  he  proposes  in  every  respect  to  do  his  duty, 
and  I  would  net  intimate  anything  to  the  con- 
trary, but  he  mnst  excuse  me  for  not  agreeing 
with  him  here. 

Mr.  GARFIfiLD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  given 
the  gentleman  and  the  House  my  authority  for 
these  statements.  I  now  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  and  debate  has  been  proceed- 
ing by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  asked  unani- 
mous Consent  to  introduce  a  resolution  and 
have  the  action  of  the  House  upon  it,  and  I 
heard  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.    No  objection  to  what? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  To  passing  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  then 
understand  that  the  resolution  was  passed,  and 
that  debate  has  been  proceeding  since  by 
unanimous  consent? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  understood 
that  this  was  a  resolution  which  does  not  re- 
C[uire  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  I  asked  unan- 
imous consent  to  introduce  it  for  consideration, 
and  no  objection  having  been  made,  it  was 
introduced  and  debated. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  think 
that  that  was  the  apprehension  of  the  House. 
It  certainly  was  not  his.  This  is  suspension 
day.  Resolutions  are  introduced  to-day  be- 
cause two  thirds  of  the  House  can  control 
action,  and  unanimous  consent  is  not  needed. 
Would  the  gentleman  have  withdrawn  his 
resolution  if  unanimous  consent  had  been  with- 
held? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  asked  unani- 
mous consent.  The  Chair  inquired  if  the 
resolution  was  reported  from  my  committee, 
and  I  replied  that  it  was  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentletnan  from  Ohio 
may  be  stating  correctly  what  was  his  under* 
standing.  But  the  Chair  understood  that  the 
resolution  was  introduced  under  the  power  to 
move  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  If  the 
gentleman  merely  sought  to  introduce  it  by 
unanimous  consent,  that  can  be  determined 
now. 

Mr.  CREBS.  If  unanimous  consent  be 
necessary  to  a  consideration  of  the  resolution, 
I  object  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood, 
and  he  believes  the  House  understood  that  the 
debate  was  proceeding  by  unanimous  consent 
under  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  which  is 
not  debatable.  And  he  apprehends  that  the 
House  would  consider  that  an  undue  advan- 
tage was  taken  of  its  consent  if  a  call  for  the 
previous  question  were  now  admitted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  toke 
no  such  advantage  of  the  House,  and  I  now 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  resolu- 
tion. , 

The  question  being  put  on  suspending  the 
rules,  there  were  ayes  nfly-four. 

Before  the  other  side  was  counted. 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  desire 
any  further  count. 

So  (two  thirds  not  having  voted  in  favor 
thereof)  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

ORDER  OF^BVSIICRSS. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  demand  the  regular 
order,  and  if  there  is  no  motion  to  adjourn 
pending,  I  make  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  One  or  two  gentlemea 
desire  te  introdttce  bills  for  ref^nce. 

JACOB  DATIS. 

Mr.  NEGLE  Y,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1827)  for  the  relief 
of  Jaeob  Davis,  late  a  secona  lieutenant  in 
the  eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  infantry  volun- 
teers ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  seeond  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

RBFUND   OF  INTSRBST  TO  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri  .by  unani- 
mous consent,  introduced  a  bill  (£L  R.  No. 
1328)  to  refund  interest  paid  bv  tbe  State  of 
Missouri  on  money  expended  by  her  on  account 
of  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebeL 
lion ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBMOYAL  OF  DISABILITIB8. 

Mr.  McHENRT.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  a  bill  removing  the  political  dis- 
abilities of  L.  A.  Sypert,  Luke  W.  Trafton, 
A.  J.  Sisk,  and  John  Couch,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CONGER.    I  object. 

Mr.  McHENRY.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  insist  on  his  objection.  These  parties 
are  asking  for  this  relief.  I  have  their  letters 
in  my  possession.  Three  of  them  had  been 
deputy  clerks,  and  the  other  only  a  constable. 

Mr.  CONGER.    Let  the  bill  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read 

Mr.  CONGER.    I  withdraw  m^  objection. 

There  being  no  further  objection,  the  bill  / 
(H.  R.  No.  1829)  was  received,  read  three 
times,  and  passed. 

SALT  LAKB  AND  PORTLAND  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  SLATER,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  reported 
a  substitute  for  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  187)  grant- 
ing lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  or  a  rail- 
road and  telegraph  line  from  Great  Salt  Lake 
to  Portland,  Oregon;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed  and  recommitted  to  the  committee, 
not  to  be  brought  back  by  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  seventeen  minutes  p«  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 


FBTITIONB,  BTC. 

The  following  petitions,  fto.,  wete  presented 
under  the  rnle,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  BANKS :  The  petition  of  Mary  J. 
Morse,  widow  of  Dr.  Julius  H.  Morse,  for  a 
pension,  accompanied  by  the  certiicate  of  the 
marriage  of  Miss  Mary  J.  Chubb  to  Julius  H. 
Morse,  late  a  physician  in  the  volunteer  Army; 
a  letter  of  Hon.  John  K.  Tarbox,  State  sen- 
ator of  Massachusetts ;  an  affidavit  of  G.  W, 
Garland,  M.  D.,  and  an  affidavit  of  Dr.  Francis 
L.  W beaten. 

By  Mr.  B ARNUM :  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Gavin,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  BEVERIDGE:  The  petition  of 
Rowland  A.  Colby,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  BROOKS,  of  Massachusetts:  The 
petition  of  John  Fraser  and  others,  for  com* 
pensation  for  services  rendered  in  examining 
the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  jail  in 
Wasnington,  District  of  Columbia^  &c. 

By  Mr.  BUFPINTON:  The  memorial  of 
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Penelope  T.  Heald,  of  Fall  RiYer,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  a  pension. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Henry  E.  Bates  and 
60  others,  citizens  of  Chatham,  Massachusetts, 
praying  a  light-house  to  be  established  at 
Wood  End  bar,  in  Provincetown,  Massachu- 
setts* 

By  Mr.  COGHLAN:  The  memorial  of 
James  McLeary  and  235  others,  praying  Con- 
gress to  enact  a  law  to  present  the  disposal  of 
the  public  lands,  excej^t  to  actual  settlers,  in 
limited  quantities. 

By  Mr.  COTTON :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Scott  and  Clinton  counties,  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  praying  the  estabUshment  of  a  post  route 
from  Davenport  via  Amity,  Allen's  Grove,  and 
Buena  Vista,  to  Calamus,  in  said  State. 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  Grettenberger, 
a  citizen  of  tne  State  of  Iowa,  praying  arrears 
of  pension. 

By  Mr.  DUELL:  The  remonstrance  of 
Charles  E.  Hubbell,  Dennis  Byan,  and  others, 
workmen  in  the  Syracuse  iron-works  at  Ged- 
des,  New  York,  against  a  change  of  the  exist- 
ing tariff  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  country. 

By  Mr.  GBTZ:  The  remonstrance  of  160 
iron- workers  in  the  rolling-mill  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Heading  Railroad  Company,  at 
Reading,  Pennsylvania^  against  any  change  of 
the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
the  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  country,  and  praying  the 
repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea,  coffee,  and  other 
necessaries  of  life  that  cannot  be  produced  in 
the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  GOLLADAY:  The  petition  of  wine 
and  liquor  dealers  in  Tennessee,  praying  a 
reform  and  simplification  of  the  laws  for  levy- 
ing and  collecting  duties  on  spirits,  &c. 

By  Mr.  GOODRICH:  The  petition  of  H. 
D.  Kinny  and  others,  envelope  manufacturers, 
&c.y  praying  for  appropriate  legislation  reliev- 
ing them  from  Government  competition. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens,  (manu- 
facturers, consumers,  &c.,  of  tobacco,)  praying 
a  uniform  tax  on  manufactured  tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Aaron  Ogden  and 
others,  journeymen  cigar-makers,  praying  an 
increased  tariff  on  imported  cigars. 

By  Mr.  HALSEY :  The  memorial  of  Mr.  S. 
B.  Dodd  on  behalf  of  the  trustees  of  the  Ste- 
vens Institute,  at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  ask- 
ing that  the  internal  revenue  tax  of  $47,500 
paid  by  them  in  1870  may  be  refunded. 

Also,  the  petition  of  wholesale  dealers  in 
liauor,  and  rectifiers,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
asKing  that  all  taxes  imposed  on  them  be  con- 
solidated into  one  tax. 

Also,  the  petition  of  tobacco  manufacturers, 
of  Essex  county,  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  a 
tax  of  sixteen  cents  per  pound  on  all  manu- 
factured tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Eenney  and 
others,  of  Essex  county,  New  Jersey,  asking 
Congress  to  tax  all  manufactured  tobacco  six- 
teen eents  per  pound. 

By  Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  New  Jersey:  The 
petition  of  citizens  of  Millville,  New  Jersey r 
for  a  uniform  tax  of  sixteen  cents  per  pound 
on  all  manufactured  tobacco  entering  the  mar- 
ket for  consumption. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Camden, 
New  Jersey,  asking  that  the  residue  of  the 
public  domain  may  be  set  apart  for  the  nse 
of  actual  settlers  in  limited  quantities. 

By  Mr.  HERNDON:  The  petition  of  Peyton 
F.  Edwards  and  others,  citizens  of  Nacogdoches 
county,  Texas,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  law 
authorizing  a  deduction  of  the  pay  of  mail  con- 
tractors for  a  failure  to  deliver  maib  on  account 
of  high  water. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Douglass  Beeves  and 
others,  citizens  of  Texas,  praying  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bankrupt  ktw  now  in  force  remov- 
ing all  limitation  as  to  the  time  within  which 
debts  may  be  discharged  under  its  provisions. 

By  Mr.  HOLMAN :  The  petition  of  William 


T.  Pate,  praying  that  certain  questions  of 
claims  by  him,  tor  indebtedness,  against  the 
United  States  be  referred  to  the  Court  of 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  HOUGHTON:  The  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of 
Rincon  rock  in  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, praying  an  appropriation  lor  the  same 
purpose. 

By  Mr.  KERR:  The  memorial  of  Rev. 
J.  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  for 
relief  against  a  sale  of  his  property  for  taxes, 
under  the  Federal  direct  tax  law  of  1862,  and 
asking  that  certain  proceeds  of  the  sale  be 
repaid  to  him,  less  expenses,  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  United  States  let- 
ter-carriers of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  an 
increase  of  their  salaries  from  $600  or  $800  to 
$1,200  per  annum,  alleging  the  present  rates 
to  be  too  low  to  supply  comiortable  subsistence 
to  the  persons  employed,  if  they  have  families. 

By  Mr.  KINSELLA:  The  petition  of  the 
president  and  trustees  of  the  South  Brooklyn 
Savings  Bank,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  asking 
the  repeal  of  the  tax  now  imposed  on  savings 
institutions. 

By  Mr.  LANSING :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Oswego  county.  New  York,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  savings  banks. 

By  Mr.  MAYNARD :  The  netition  of  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Seay,  of  Knoxyille,  lennessee,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  property  lost  while  her 
premises  were  used  as  a  small- pox  hospital  by 
the  Army  durine  the  rebellion. 

By  Mr.  McHBNBY:  The  petition  of  Mary 
J.  Jones,  praying  the  Government  to  relinquish 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Daviess  county,  Ken- 
tuckv. 

ByMr.MERCUR:  The  petition  of  William 
Twist  and  48  others,  workers  in  the  National 
Iron  Company's  works,  of  Danville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating  against  a  reduction  of 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  country,  and  in  favor  of  the 
repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee,  and 
other  articles  of  necessity  and  comfort  not 
produced  in  the  United  States. 

.By  Mr.  NIBLACK:  The  memorial  of  John 
B.  Wirt  and  18  others,  letter-carriers  of  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana,  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation. . 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  K.  Davison  &  Co., 
publishers  of  the  Oakland  Independent,  at 
Oakland  City,  Indiana,  praying  the  abolition 
of  the  duty  on  type. 

Bv  Mr.  PACKER:  The  petition  of  J.  H. 
Landis  and  45  others,  workers  in  the  Cam- 
eron blast-furnace,  and  citizens  of  Middletown, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties 
upon  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  articles  of 
necessity  or  comfort  as  cannot  be  produced 
in  the  United  States,  remonstrating  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfuQy  produced  in  this  country,  and  fur- 
ther praying  that  duties  shall  be  so  adjusted  as 
to  encourage  and  defend  every  home  industry, 
and  to  foster  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
American  laborer. 

Also  the  petition  of  a  number  ot  the  work- 
men in  the  Central  iron-works,  and  citizens 
of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  re- 
peal of  all  duties  upon  tea,  coffee,  and  such 
other  articles  of  necessity  or  comfort  as  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  United  States,  remon- 
strating a^inst  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country,  and  further  praying  that  duties  shall 
be  80  adjusted  as  to  encourage  and  defend 
every  home  industry,  and  to  foster  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Major  General  John 
W.  Geary  and  many  others,  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army 


of  the  United  Statest  aaking  the  pasaage  o(c 

act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  siolors,  aad  nuria? 
who  enlisted  iu  the  service  of  the  United  Sti;a 
for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellioo,  $8  Ir 
per  month  for  the  entire  time  of  serfice,  i- 
ducting  Government  bounty  heretofore  piud: 
also  requesting  an  amendment  of  the  tves^ 
fifth  .section  of  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  sou 
to  dispense  with  the  requirements  of  i^ 
ment  and  cultiva^on. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missoari:  The  pt6- 
tion  of  S.  Adler  &  Co.,  Peaicks,  Loriogl 
Co.,  H.  R.  N.  Hartwi|;  &  Co.,  and  others,  ciil 
zens  of  St.  Joseph,  Miasoari,  praying  thtt  tU 
law  imposing  a  tax  on  distilled  spiriu  onybc 
amended  so  that  said  tax  shall  be  cooaoliditk 
into  one. 

By  Mr.  PERRY,  of  New  York :  Thepetitioi 
of  Margaret  Eempf,  widow  of  Peter  Kemp/, 
late  first  lieutenant  nfly-eiehth  New  Yorkfd 
unteers,  for  an  increase  oipension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  G.  A.  Birch  i  Co.,  ef 
Albany,  New  York,  and  others,  for  a  modifies 
tion  of  the  tax  on  distilled  spirits. 

By  Mr.  RAINEY :  The  petitioo  of  J.  Carde 
Wilson,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  indoB 
nified  for  cotton  taken  in  the  city  of  Chiri» 
ton.  South  Carolina,  by  the  United  Stam 
authorities  in  1865. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Frances  L.  WilsoD.of 
South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  indemnified  ibr 
cotton  taken  in  the  city  of  Charleetoo,  800'i 
Carolina,  by  the  United  States  anthoritiei  in 
1865. 

By  Mr.  READ :  The  petition  of  W.  F.  Des 
ton,  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky  cavahry  in  tbe  wif 
of  the  rebellion,  praying  Congress  to  aliov bis 
a  bounty  under  tbe  acts  of  Congress  of  1^ 
and  1863. 

Also,  the  petition  of  T.  S.  Coleman  and 
others,  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry  wtla 
war  of  the  rebellion,  praying  Congress  toiilot 
them  a  bounty  under  the  acts  of  Oongreaoi 
1862  and  1868. 

By  Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS :  The  petition  of 
the  employ6s  of  the  Rome  iron- works,  of 
Rome,  New  York,  for  the  repeal  of  the  dulia 
on  tea  and  coffee,  and  against  the  '^P^^'^ 
duties  on  articles  successfully  msnufiictttrtd  in 
this  country. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Str- 
ings Bankof  Utica.  New  York,  forthcrepeil 
of  the  tax  on  savings  banks.  .  ^    j 

Also,  the  peUtion  of  citizens  of  Onei<i» 
county,  New  York,  for  a  uniform  tax  of  m- 
teen  cents  a  pound  on  manulactared  tobacco. 

By  Mr.  ROGERS :  The  petition  of  the  coJ 
lector  of  customs  of  the  district  of  ChimpUio, 
and  others,  for  a  breakwater  at  Ronse  aroum 
New  York 

By  Mr.  'SHOBER:  The  petiUon  of  M» 
Bethany  Gav,  praying  a  pension  for  ber  «od, 
Sergeant  John  M.  Gay.  ,  e 

By  Mr.  SHOEMAKER:  ResoluUons  oi 
Roberts  Post  No.  188,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  Tunkhannock,  Penn8ylv»n»i JJ' 
dorsing  the  provisions  of  House  bill  ^0.  ow, 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  pef»^°*.,v; 
gaged  in  the  military  and  naval  wrvice  01 ««' 
United  States  since  the  4th  day  of  Mtfcot 

Also,  the  petition  of  228  citizens  of  Canl^n. 
Ohio,  asking  the  passage  of  flouae  m^ 
660,  granting  bounty  lands  to  certow  pewn.^ 
engaged  in  the  military  and  Dsivw  s^']".  , 
the  United  States  from  and  after  theiib^^J 
of  Marchf  1861.  ,    ^^:^f. 

Also,  the  petition  of  72  discharged  sold'*^ 

citizens  of  Pitteburg,  Pennsylvams,  P^y 
the  passage  of  an  act  equalizing  ^^  J'Lj  ^f 
bounty,  and  amending  the  homesteaa  »w 

July  15,  1870.  . .      ^^Qsi 

By  Mr.  SNAPP :  Sundry  Pf^^^^^^^. 
abating  duties  upon  such  articles  »« 
cessfufly  product  in  this  conntry.         ...^j, 

By  Mr.  SPBER,  of  Geor«i»5  The  p«» 
of  Michael  Gardiner,  of  FoUon  «o»°^\r7e- 
gia,  asking    compensation  for  pwpwJ 
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atroyed  bj  the  engineer  corps  of  Qeneral 
Sherman's  army  in  1864. 

Also,  the  petitions  of  William  T.  Hudson, 
of  Harris  county,  and  Levi  S.  Russell,  of  Chat- 
liam  county,  Georgia,  asking  the  removal  of 
their  political  disabilities. 

Bv  Mr.  WALDRON :  The  memorial  of  100 
irorkers  in  the  Wyandotte  mills  and  furnaces,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  remonstrating  against 
any  repeal  of  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country,  asking 
for  the  repeal  of  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee, 
and  that  duties  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encour- 
age home  industry  and  foster  the  interests  of 
American  labor. 

By  Mr.  WILLARD :  The  petition  of  Ran- 
dall L.  Hall  and  others,  of  Vermont,  pray- 
ing some  modification  of  the  laws  relating 
to  bounty  lands  for  soldiers,  and  also  the 
eqnalization  of  bounties. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana :  The  peti- 
tion of  letter-carriers  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
asking  increase  of  salaries. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Minerva  McFadden,  of 
Indiana,  asking  that  a  pension  be  granted  her. 


POST  ROUT  A  BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  were  introduced  under  the 
rulct  and  referfed  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

Bt  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee :  A  bill  to 
establish  a  post  route  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

By  Mr.  DUNNELL :  A  bill  for  a  post  route 
from  Antrim,  county  of  Watonwan,  to  Fair- 
mont, county  of  Martin,  Minnesota. 

By  Mr.  FlNKELNBaRG:  A  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  post  road  from  St.  Louis  to  Hillsboro, 
Missouri,  via  Lemay's  Ferry. 

By  Mr.  READ:  A  bill  declaring  the  road 
leading  from  Buffalo,  in  the  county  of  La  Rue, 
State  of  Kentucky,  to  Saloma,  in  the  county 
of  Taylor,  in  the  same  State,  a  post  road. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  30,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev..  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  vesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS   AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  POOL  presented  the  petition  of  Eli  F. 
Taylor,  of  North  Carolina,  praying  an  exten- 
sion of  the  time  in  which  to  present  claims  for 
military  bounty j  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  presented  the  petition 
of  Elizabeth  B.  McCormick,  praying  compen- 
sation for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of 
being  ejected  from  certain  property  occupied 
by  her  in  Washington  city,  in  January,  1864, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SAWYER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  praying  the  refunding  of  the  tax 
upon  raw  cotton,  levied  and  coUected  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  during  the 
years  1865, 1866,  and  1867 ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  present  a  petition  of  W. 
C.  Wallace  and  about  eighty  others,  citizens 
of  Eufaula,  Alabama,  who  state  that  they  were 
reduced  to  almost  abject  poverty  by  losses 
growing  out  of  the  late  unnappv  war,  short 
Crops,  and  low  prices  for  the  proaucts  of  their 
soil,  and  that  thev  were  required  to  pay  an  un- 
just and  unequal  tax  on  cotton,  their  principal 
product,  when  other  States  outside  the  cotton 
oelt  were  not  required  to  pay  a  similar  tax  on 
the  products  of  their  soil.  In  addition  to  this 
tax  on  cotton,  the  petitioners  were  required  to 
pay  their  due  share  of  all  other  taxes.  They 
ask  that  the  money  paid  as  cotton  tax  be  re- 
funded. I  move  the  reference  of  the  petition 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  C0NELIN6  presented  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Davis,  praying  to  he  allowed 
a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  petition,  numerously 
sUned  by  workers  in  iron  and  steel,  at  Rome, 
Isew  York,  remonstrating  against  any  change 
of  the  existing  tariff  laws  aoating  or  abolish- 
ing duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  success- 
fully produced  In  this  country;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  praying  amnesty  for  offend- 
ers in  the  late  rebellion ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  a  petition  of 
wholesale  liquordealers  in  Leavenworth,  Kan- 
sas, praying  that  all  taxes  on  distilled  spirits 
be  consolidated  into  a  single  tax  and  collected 
at  the  distillery  bonded  warehouses;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  also  present  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  requesting 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  use  their  influence  to  secure  to  the 
settlers  on  the  '* Cherokee  neutral  lands*'  the 
benefit  of  the  preemption  and  homestead  laws. 
I  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  also  present  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  settlers  from  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory bordering  upon  Kansas,  and  also  in  favor 
of  a  change  of  the  boundary  of  the  State.  I 
move  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
desire  that  the  resolation  be  printed? 

Mr.  CALDWELL.    No,  sir. 

Mr»  POME  ROT.  I  think  those  resolutions 
had  better  be  printed.  It  is  customary  to  print 
resolutions  from  State  Legislatures. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  customary 
to  print  resolutions  and  memorials  from  Le^s- 
latures  of  States  where  the  Senator  presenting 
them  deems  them  of  importance  enough  to 
justify  their  printing. 

Mr.  CALEfWBLL.  I  have  nonobjection  to 
their  being  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will 
be  made. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  received  a  copy 
of  the  same  resolutions. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  present  a  petition  of 
James  F.  Jaouess,  William  G.  Le  Due,  Charles 
S.  Punken,  William  R.  Marshall,  and  one  hun- 
dred others,  late  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
United  States  Army,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  homestead  law,  so  that  the  time  of  ser- 
vice in  the  Army  may  be  deducted  from  the 
five  years'  residence  under  existing  law.    The 

Setitioners  represent  nearly  al)  the  towns  in 
[innesota. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  petition 
will  be  referred  to  i^e  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  have  reported  on  that  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  bill  on  that 
subject  being  on  the  Calendar,  the  petition 
win  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  a  memorial  of  S. 
B.  Brown  and  others,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  late 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Unit^  States  Army, 
praying  a  modification  of  the  homestead  law ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
X'Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  asking  for 
the  adoption  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights 
bill ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
workers  in  the  iron-works  at  and  citizens  of 
Birdsborough,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
affainst  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishing  duties  on  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  produced  in  this  coun- 
try ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  remonstrance  of  work- 
ers in  iron  and  iron  ores  and  citizens  of  Bar- 


ree  iron-works,  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petition  of  Nancy 
P.,  Wilkenson,  praying  an  amendment  of  the 

f>ension  laws  so  as  to  allow  those  who  served 
ess  than  sixty  days  in  the  war  of  1812,  or  Uieir 
widows,  to  have  a  pension ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  leave  to  present  a 
memorial  of  C.  Smith  and .  others,  who,  as 
they  state,  were  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines 
in  the  late  war,  now  resident  in  the  State  of 
California.  They  ask  for  such  an  amendment 
to  the  bounty  laws  as  will  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  those  persons  who  enlisted  in  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  yet  were  discharged  in  conse- 
quence of  wounds  or  other  disability  in  the 
service  at  such  a  period  as  not  to  be  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  acts  subsequently  passed. 
They  also  ask  for  such  a  modification  of  the 
land  laws  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  as  will 
enable  them  to  avail  themselves  better  of  the 
provisions  of  those  laws.  They  also  ask  for 
additional  bounty  in  the  manner  set  forth  in 
the  memorial. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  it  has  been  stated  this  morn- 
ing, have  reported  on  one  branch  of  this  memo- 
rial in  regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  land 
laws.  The  memorial  will  therefore  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
as  the  other  subject  b  before  that  committee. 

RBPOBTS  OF  OOMMITTEKS, 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  614)  for  the  relief  of  Albert 
Wieland,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and 
submitted  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (8.  No.  10#)  to  provide  for 
the  adjustment  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of 
American  citizens  for  spoliations  committed 
by  the  French  prior  to  the  Slst  day  of  July, 
1801,  to  report  it  back  without  amendment; 
and  I  give  notice  that  I  will  ask  the  Senate  in 
a  very  few  days  to  take  up  this  bill  for  consid- 
eration. 

JAPANBSB  EMBASSY. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (a,  R. 
No.  1186)  in  relation  to  the  embassy  from 
Japan,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  directed  me  to  report  it  back  with- 
out amendment,  and  to  ask  for  its  immediate 
consideration.  It  will  take  but  a  few  minutes 
to  dispose  of  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  appropriates  the  sum  of 
$50,000  to  defray  such  expenses  of  the  em- 
bassy and  its  suite  from  Japan,  which  has 
arrived  in  the  United  States,  as  the  Secretary 
of  State  may  deem  proper,  out  not  to  exceed 
this  amount,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  on  vouchers 
to  be  filed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  a 
statement  thereof  to  be  reported  to  Congress 
by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAPBR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBirBBBBD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POOL,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Bliia 
Shelton.  Nancy  Shelton,  Gerena  Meapalf,  Nan<ur 
King.  Patsy  J.  Shelton.  Sarah  Medcalf.  Cloa  Shel- 
ton. and  May  Franklin,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POOL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Mrs.  Anna  McKenney  have  leave 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Sanato  her  potitioa 
and  papers. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  CARPENTBR,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  Samuel  A.  Wllklns  have  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  Senate  papers  in  relation  to  hit 
olaims. 

BILLS INTRODUOBD. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimoas 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  547)  to  autnorize  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Mississippi  river  at  or  near 
the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
to  establish  it  as  a  post  road ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Omces  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  648)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hughes : 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HARLAN  also  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  649)  for  the  relief  of  Lieuten- 
ant R.  H.  Pratt ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  660)  to  constitute  Shreveport,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  a  port  of  deliveir ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referrea  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  also  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  651)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Clin- 
ton ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SPENCER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
coosent  obtain/»d,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  552)  to  r^pilate  the  compensation  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  several  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CASSERLY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtiuned.  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  558)  to  regulate  the  taking  of  testimony 
in  certain  cases ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  554)  for  the  relief 
of  James  F.  Joy ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  leave  in  that 
connection  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate  the  petition  of  James  F.  Joy,  praying 
such  action  as  will  give  him  possession  of  the 
marine  hospital  grounds  at  Chicago,  purchased 
by  him,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained^  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  555)  reflating  the  distribution  of  prize 
money:  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  556Ji  to  equalize  bounties  to  the  soldiers 
of  the  United  States  Army  during  the  late 
rebellion ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
biU  (S.  No.  657)  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river 
and  Uie  Louisville  canal ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TOMERO  X  (by  request,  as  he  stated) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  658)  for  the 
relief  of  actual  settles  upon  the  Cherokee 
neotral  lands  in  Kansas;  which  was  read 
twice  bv  iu  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


C0KDI70T  OT  PRBSIDEVT  QEANT. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  I  give  notice 
that  on  Friday  I  will  move  to  take  up  my  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  executive  dereliction,  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  ask  that  a  modification  of 
the  resolution  which  I  propose  to  offer  be 
printed  for  the  information  of  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  gives  notice  that  on  Friday  next  he 
will  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  his  res- 
olution in  regard  to  executive  dereliction,  and 
be  also  asks  that  the  proposed  modification  of 
his  resolution  be  printed.  Is  there  an^  objec- 
tion to  that?  The  Chair  hears  no  ol^ection, 
and  the  modification  will  be  printed. 

TBHUANTBPBO  BXPBDITION. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  sabmitted  tiie  following 

concurrent  resolution ;  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Betolved,  (the  House  of  BeprMentctives  oonrar- 
inc.)  That  there  be  printed  seven  thoasand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report  and  aooompanTinc  maps 
of  the  Tehuantepeo  sarveying  expedition,  of  which 
two  hundred  copies  thall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, four  thousand  oopiet  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
ana  one  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Seeretanr 
of  the  Navy. 

ARRANQBMENT  01*  DB8K8. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  which  was  referred  Uf  the  Committee 
to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses 
of  the  Senate: 

Retolved,  That  the  Semant-at-Arms  be  directed 
to  remove  the  shelves  between  the  desks  in  the 
Senate  Chamber. 

MAIL  OONTRACtORS  IN  LOVISIANA. 

Mr.  KBLLOQG  submitted  the  followlnj; 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Retolved.  That  the  Poitmaster  Qeneral  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  the  Senate  any  information  on  file  in 
bis  Department  showing  the  names  of  persons  claim- 
ing  compensation  for  mail  service  rendered  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  prior  to  the  year  1861,  together 
with  the  amounts  clamed  by  each. 

RBD  BITER  RAFT. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wsr  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  the  Senate  any  information  on  file  in 
bis  Department  showinff  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  raft  in  Bed  river,  aaove  Shi'eveport.  Loubiana, 
and  the  probable  cost  of  removing  the  same;  also 
any  information  showing  what  surveys,  estimatSi, 
and  appropriations,  if  any,  have  beea  made  for  the 
removal  of  said  raft,  and  how  and  to  what  eactent 
said  appropriations  have  been  expended. 

POST  OVf  lOB  DinOIB190T. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  I  more  to  take  tip  the 
Mil  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lsinds,  setting  aside  the  region  aronnd  the 
headwaters  c?  tbe  Yellowstone  as  a  pubKe 
pftrk. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  Win  the  Senator  give  l^y,  ^t 
I  may  have  a  small  appropriation  bill  passled? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  lay  the  bill  aside 
informally  if  the  Senator  has  someUiing  im- 
portant. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  wm  be  laid 
aside  informally,  suhject  to  a  demand  for  the 
regular  order. 

Mr.  COLE,  r  should  like  to  have  House 
bill  No.  626  taken  up.  It  is  to  enable  one  of 
the  I>epartmettt8  to  olose  up  its  accounts. 

There  bein^  no  obiection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  625)  making  appro- 
priations to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priations for  salaries  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  current 
fiscal  year.  It  proposes  to  appropriate  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency  (caused  bv  tbe  defalcation 
of^F.  A.  McCartney,  late  disbursing  clerlO  in 
the  appropriations  tor  the  Service  of  the  rost 
Office  Department  for  the  present  fiscal  year, 
the  following  sums :  for  salaries,  $11,488  25 ; 
for  contingent  expenses,  $12,268  26. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Do  I  understand  this 


8ppro]iriat!on  to  be  to  make  np  a  defaTcatiop 
of  some  one? 
Mr.  COLE.    Yes. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  not  advised  abo«t 
it.  Has  he  not  securities  who  eao  respond? 
Has  he  no  means?  I  suppose  the  Senate 
ought  to  have  some  evidence  that  the  party 
himself  and  his  securities,  if  be  has  any,  have 
been  followed  up  before  we  make  an  appro- 
priation to  supply  Uie  deficiency  caused  by  the 
detklcation. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  informed  that  there  are 
securities  liable  for  a  portion  of  this  defal- 
cation, but  not  for  the  whole  amoant ;  bat  im 
case  the  securities  are  made  to  respond  to  tbe 
extent  of  their  bonds,  the  appropriation  will 
nevertheless  have  to  be  made,  inasmuch  as  the 
money  so  received  will  go  into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  cannot  be  applied  without  a  farther 
appropriation.  This  is  an  appropriation  to 
meet  a  deficiency  caused  by  the  defalcation  of 
McCartney,  disbursing  clerk  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  who  was  afterward  taken  to  the 
insane  asylum,  and  has  since  died.  His  bonds- 
men are  ready  to  respond  to  the  amoant  of 
about  ten  thousand  dollars,  I  believe ;  but  that 
will  not  meet  all  the  deficiency.  The  Depart- 
ment needs  this  appropriation  in  order  to 
straighten  up  the  books  of  the  Deparnnent 
during  the  current  fiscal  year.  There  ia  no 
other  way  to  get  at  it  except  by  this  actioa  of 
Congress. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  aad 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  the  biU  panea 
I  desire  to  ask  another  question.  Is  there  bo 
danger  that  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  in  this  form 
will  release  the  sureties?  Will  not  this  be  a 
payment  of  the  defalcation  7  When  you  cone 
to  sue  on  the  bond,  you  must  urge  as  a  breach 
of  tbe  bond  that  this  money  has  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  it  has  not  been  paid  by 
the  securities,  I  suppose,  would  be  a  safficteat 
basis.    This  money  is  partly  due  as  salaries. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  hear  my  sugges- 
tion. I  am  not  sure  about  it ;  it  occars  to  me 
merely ;  but  suppose  a  third  party,  in  no  way 
connected  with  this  smtter,  had  come  forward 
and  paid  the  money  for  which  this  party  is 
a  deniulter,  would  me  Senator  fVom  Calilornia 
hold  that  he  could  then  sue  the  sureties  on  the 
bond? 

Mr.  COLE.  No ;  because  that  would  be 
satisfying  the  obligation. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now,  if  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  to  whom  the  bond  is  given,  comes 
in,  and  by  an  appropriation  settles  the  dedi- 
cation, is  there  no  apprehension  that  it  will 
release  the  securities?    I  merely  suggest  it. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  misunderstands  the  case  and  the  man- 
mer  in  which  the  bill  is  drawn.  The  fiscts  are 
that  the  money  which  the  defaulting  clerk 
made  use  of  was  monejr  which  he  had  drawn 
for  the  ptiri>08e  of  paying  certain  salaries  and 
certain  contingent  expenses.  He  did  not  pay 
those  bills;  the  salaries  were  still  due;  th^ 
money  was  taken  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  current  fiscal  year ;  the  defalcation  was  (ot 
the  previous  fiscal  year.  After  a  consultation 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  it 
was  determined  that  it  would  be  i>roper  to  take 
the  money  out  of  the  appropriations  for  this 
fiscal  year.  That  leaves  a  deficit  in  this  fiscal 
year  of  just  so  much  money  as  has  been  taken 
out  for  the  purposes  of  the  previous  fiscal  year, 
which  would  nave  been  paid  out  of  the  pre- 
vious ye<kr*s  appropriations  but  for  the  defal- 
cation. This  pill  IS  to  make  good  that  deficit 
in  the  appropriations  for  this  year. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  bill  would  be  per- 
fectiv  clear  If  all  about  the  defalcation  of  iCr. 
McCartney  was  left  out.  I  do  not  see  why 
that  is  in.^  This  is  simply  an  appropriation  to 
supply  deficiencies  for  clerks.  It  is  no  matter 
how  it  occurred.  Congress  can  undoubtedly 
do  that.  But  why  is  it  necessary  to  recite  that 
11  it  is  to  make  up  a  defalcation  of  somebody? 
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I  tliDk  it  will  be  much  better  to  leave  kll  thM 
out.  I  do  aot  visli  to  ioterfere  with  the  bill; 
I  HoppoM  the  committee  have  ezBrnined  it. 

H;.  COLB.  There  can  be  no  •bjeettoa  to 
leKTiDg  oat  the  words  in  parenthesii  in  the 
fifth  and  sixth  lines:  "  csuB«d  by  the  delU- 
cation  of  F.  A.  McOartnej,  late  diibarainK 
clerk."  I  have  no  objeclioo  wkstsver  to  thofe 
words  being  strielieD  oat. 

The  VICE  FBBSIDBNT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  these  words  will  be  regarded  u 
omitted.  The  amendment  will  be  enrroued, 
and  the  qaestion  is  on  the  passage  of  Uie  bill. 

The  bit)  was  passed. 

TKLLOWSIONB  PARK. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  (S. 
No.  tS2)  to  set  apart  a  certain  tract  of  land 
l^og  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Yellowstone 
nrer  aa  a  pablio  park,  taken  ajt  on  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  which  was  report- 
ed bj  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  is  now 
before  the  Senate  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  lull  was  read.  The  Committee  onPab- 
lic  Lands  re^rted  the  bill  with  amendments, 
whidi  were  m  section  one,  line  nineteen,  to 
Htrihe  oat  the  words  "after  the  jNUBBge  of  this 
act,"  and  in  line  twenty,  after  the  words  "s«t- 
tje  npon,"  to  insert  the  words  "or  ooenp;;" 
so  M  to  make  the  bill  read ; 

BtittMcttddK..  TbsttlntnultoftmadlnthaTsN 
titoriv  of  MoDtanaud  Wr^mtntlrins  ptar  tbs 
headwatan  otUia  TcllovtloDa  river,  and  deHinb>d 
■•  foltowt,  te  wit:  eommtocins  at  ths  JaDOUan  of 
Oardlner'a  rirar  with  tbs  XallamloBe  rl*<rr,  fend 
mnniiic  Mitto  lh«  meridian  pusxa  ton  milgs  Ut 
Uuautwar^oftbenioateuMnpoiDtofYsllDwitona 
lahsj  tbanea  gonlh  alonaold  aarldlan  to  the  pir- 
allal  ariatltadBpualnftan  mllai  loiith  of  tbamott 
tenlhem  point  of  Xallovalane  laka:  th ansa  wait 
aloDS  uid  panllal  lo  tha  mandiau  naunc  tftaCn 
mllaa  waat  of  tba  moic  wcitero  point  of  Midltpn 
laket  tbanaa  north  aloDS  nld  Riarfdlaa  to  tba  lati- 
tude of  tbaJnDfltioD  of  Ue  Yallow'toBB  and  Oaidl- 
nar*!  riTan;  thaaoaauttq  thaplaoeof  bacinniDfiU 

'      -' '  ind  withdrawn  ftom  irttlamanl, 

a  andar  tba  laws  of  tba  Ualtad 


of  plaauurinc-croand  fo 

oftbepeopla;  and  all  pan 

aattlanpon  or  ooenpr  tba  Shui,  or  *□;  pan  invrwi, 

•laapt ■•  haralaaftar  prD«idad,ihBll  baaonildared 

traspmara,  and  rwnoTad  tbeiarrom. 

Bmc.  X  That  (aid  pablio  psrk  iball  ba  andar  the 
aieloatTa  eontrol  of  tba  Saoratarr  of  tha  laterlar. 
whoaa  dotj  It  thall  ba,  aa  aoon  as  ptaetioabla.  to 
malia  and  pabliab  laah  rulei  and  ratalatlau  as  be 
roaydaam  nacanarror  propar  (br  tha  oare  and  man- 
acamaat  of  tba  lama.  Bash  ntalatioaaahall  praTldO 
'     '''  ~  preaarratlon  from  Injurr  or  ipoli^on  of  all 


cnot  leaaaa  to-  boildloi  parpoMa,  lor  tarma  not  ax- 
aeadini  tan  laan,  ef  amall  pareali  of  sniand,  at  aaota 

tlaaaa In  raid  park  aa  iball  reqaira  Che  eraotlon  of 
aUdlatafbrtbaaeoommodatioDor  Tliitoti;  allot 
the  prooaada  of  aud  laaaa^  and  all  other  loTannaa 
that  muba  darirad  from  anjaourea  eonnaotad  with 
■aid  park,  to  ba  eipaoded  under  hia  alrcotion  In  tha 
nanacaDeat  of  the  aama,  and  tha  ooaatrmotloa  of 
roBil*  aod  bridJe-Mtha  therein.  He  ahall  prorida 
acaintt  the  wanton  deitnetioD  of  tha  tah  and  same 
found  within  aaid  park,  and  ualnst  th^r  capture  or 
daatnotionfbrtfaapuipoaaBormerohaiidiMOtPMmt. 
Ua  ahall  alio  aanaa  all  p«i«on|  uaspairini  npon  tba 
same  aftar  Iha  paiaaca  of  thia  ae(  to  ba  ramorad 
thararram,and(enersllTataallbaauthorliedtotat< 
all  anah  meunra*  aa  ah^l  be  paoowiry  or  proper  to 
fnUr  aarry  oat  tha  ehlaota  and  porpoiai  of  tbia  aat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  These  amend- 
ments will  be  regarded  as  agreed  to  unless 
objected  to.    The*  are  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  obserre  that  the  de- 
atmction  of  game  and  fish  for  gain  or  profit  ia 
forbidden.  I  move  to  strike  ool  the  words 
"for  gain  or  profit,"  bo  tbnt  there  shall  be  no 
destruction  of  game  there  for  anf  pnrpote. 
Ve  do  not  want  Bporlsmen  going  orer  there 
with  their  guns. 

Mr.  POHEBOY.  The  only  o^ect  was  to 
prevent  the  wanton  destmclion  of  the  fiah  and 
game;  bat  we  thought  parties  who  encamped 
there  and  caught  flBh  for  their  own  use  ovgfat 
not  lo  be  restrained  from  doing  ao.  The  Bill 
will  allow  pan iea  there  to  shoot  nme  orcateh 
fish  for  their  own  sabsistence.  The  proTiaiea 
of  the  bill  is  designed  to  stop  the  wanton  de- 
etraciiou  or  captnre  of  game  or  fish  for  mer- 


Ht.  AMTHONY.  I  do  tiot  know  ^t  that 
thatcoT«rs  it.  What  I  Ibean  is  that  this  park 
shoald  not  be  used  for  sportitig.  If  people 
an  eneanped  there,  and  desire  to  eateh  fish 
and  kill  game  fbr  thftir  owd  sulteBancB  white 
they  remain  there,  there  can  be  no  otyection 
to  that ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  need 
aa  B  preaerve  for  sporting. 

Mr.  POHBROY.  I  agree  with  the  Senator, 
but  I  think  the  bill  as  drawn  protect*  (he  game 
and  fish  as  well  aa  it  can  be  done. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Venwell:  lamsatiafied. 

The  VICE  PRBSIDBST.  The  Senator  does 
not  insist  on  his  amendment? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    Ne,  sir. 

Hr.  TIPTON.  I  think  if  this  is  to  become 
a  pnblic  park,  a  place  of  great  national  resort, 
and  we  allow  the  shooting  of  game  or  the 
taking  of  fish  withoot  any  restriction  at  all, 
the  eame  will  soon  be  utterly  destroyed.  I 
think,  therefore,  there  should  be  a  pn^ibilion 
against  their  destrnction  for  any  purpose,  for 
if  the  door  is  once  opened  I  fesr  there  will 
ullimatelr  he  an  entire  deatroclion  of  all  the 
game  in  that  park. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.  It  will  be  entirel?  under 
the  control  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  Interior. 
He  is  to  make  the  rales  that  shall  gDvem  the 
destruction  and  capture  of  game.  1  tbiok  in 
that  respect  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
whoever  ne  may  be,  will  be  as  vigiiaat  as  we 
would  be. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Perhaps  the 
Secretary  had  better  report  the  sentence 
refered  to  bj  Senators  at  bearing  on  this  qaes- 
tion,  aod  then  any  Senator  who  dssires  to 
amend  oad  move  to  do  so. 

The  Chief  Oldrii  read  aa  fellows : 


nts 


foandWUhin  said  park. 
ra  ordsatraetiooforthapar- 


tloa  lit  tba  : 

po««a  ot  marehudiie  < 

Hr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hopethiabill 
I  have  taken  some  puna  to  make  m 
i^aainted  with  the  history  of  this  most  | 

ing  region.  It  is  so  far  elevated  a1 
sea  that  it  cannot  be  used  for  private 
tion  at  all,  bat  it  is  probably  one  of  t 
wobderfnl  retioDS  in  that  spaca  of 
which  the  globe  oXhibits  aoywhere.ai: 
fore  wa  are  doing  bo  haioi  to  (ha 
interests  of  ih«  paaple  in  endeavorini 
serve  iu  I  hope  the  bill  will  pasi 
monaly. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  grave  doabts  aboat  the 
propHity  of  paasing  this  bill.  The  natural 
cunosities  there  cannot  be  interfered  With  by 
anything  that  man  can  ia.  The  geyaers  will 
remain,  no  Batter  where  tbe  ownership  of  the 
la»4  may  be,  and  I  do  not  know  why  settler* 
shoald  be  esoladed  from  a  tract  of  land  forty 
miiea  square,  as  I  nnteKaad  this  to  be,  in 
the  Rocky  miMiataini  or  any  other  dace.  I 
caenot  see  how  the  oatnral  Dortositias  can 
be  int«rferod  with  if  settlert  are  allowed  to 
approach  them.  I  •nppoM  there  ia  very  little 
timber  on  thia  tnctof  land,  oectunlyno  more 
tlian  ia  neceasai?  ftir  Ibe  «ae  and  convenience 
of  pereeu  goin|  upon  it.    I  d*  not  lee  the 

reason  or  pr~-~**-  -'  — "*—  — —  -  ' 

tract  of  land 
the  United  S 
abandanee  ol  ,  . 

mountains  that  will  never  ie  oeaitpied.  It  it 
all  on*  great  park,  and  never  owi  be  anything 
else ;  large  portiona  of  it  M  all  evenU.  There 
are  some  plaees,  perhapa  thia  ia  one,  where 
persons  ean  awl  would  go  and  settle  and  im- 
prove and  coltivaM  the  groenda,  if  thert  be 
groand  fit  for  cslttvathM. 

Mr.  EDMONDS.  Bat  myfriend  forgotten 
that  this  gronnd  is  north  of  latitnde  forty,  and 
is  over  seven  thonsand  feet  above  the  level  of 
theeeaT  Yon  cannot  cultivate  that  kind  of 
gronnd. 


Hr.  GOLH.  Yet,  tni.  Bat  H  it  Cannat  b« 
occupied  and  cultivated,  why  should  we  mkke 
a  public  park  of  it  t  If  it  cKnnol  be  occupied 
by  man,  why  protect  it  from  oeeupationT  I 
Me  no  reason  In  that.  If  nature  bas  excluded 
men  fVom  its  occnpatioo,  why  set  it  apart  and 
ezclode  persona  from  it?  If  there  ie  My 
Bomd  reason  fbr  the  passage  bf  the  bilL  of 
oonrm  I  wonid  not  oppose  it ;  bnt  really  I  do 
aot  see  any  mytelf. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  our  experience 
with  the  wooderfiil  natural  curiosity,  if  I  may 
-  call  it,  in  tha  Senator's  own  State,  shoald 


valley,  which  one  or  two  p 
claiming  by  virtae  of  a  preiJmptlon.  Hcce  ia 
a  region  of  coantrr  away  np  ia  the  Rocky 
moantaina,  where  there  are  the  moat  wonder- 
ful geysers  on  the  face  of  the  eenh ;  aoounlry 
that  is  not  likely  ever  to  be  inhabited  for  tha 
purposes  of  agncniture;  but  it  iepossibletfaat 
some  person  may  go  there  and  plant  himeelf 
right  aerou  the  only  path  that  lends  to  theas 
wonders,  and  charge  every  man  that  passes 
along  between  the  gorges  of  these  moantaina 
a  fee  of  a  dollar  or  five  dollaia.  He  naj 
place  an  oljstraccion  there,  and  toll  tany  be 
gathered  fi^om  every  person  who  goes  to  see 
these  wonders  of  creation. 

Now  this  tract  of  land  is  uninhabited :  no- 
body lives  there ;  it  was  never  trod  by  civiliaed 
man  nntll  within  a  short  period.  Perhapa  a 
year  or  two  ago  was  the  first  time  that  this 
country  was  ever  explored  bj  anybody.  It  is 
now  proposed,  while  it  is  in  this  condition,  to 
reeerre  it  from  sale  and  oeenpa^oB  in  this  way. 
I  think  it  is  a  very  proper  bill  lo  past,  and  now 
is  the  lima  to  enact  it.  We  did  set  Bpwt  the 
region  of  coanlry  en  which  the  mammoth  tree* 
grow  in  California,  and  the  Yotemiie  valley 
also  we  have  undertaken  to  reserve,  bnt  there 
is  a  dispute  about  it.  Now,  before  thereia  any 
dispute  as  to  tbis  wonderftil  eountty,  1  hope  we 
shall  except  it  from  the  general  disposition  of 
the  pnblic Wds,  and  reserve  it  to  the  Oovem- 
ment.  At  some  future  time,  if  wedeiiretado 
so,  we  can  repeal  this  law  iritis  in  anybody's 
way;  but  nowl  think  it  averyappropnate  bill 
topass- 

Thebill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed; and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  tobeeogrouedforathird 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JDUa  A.  BHITB. 

Hr.  TIPTON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  lake 
up  Senate  bill  No.  428,  a  bill  to  pay  to  a  wfd  ew 
an  amount  found  due  herknsbaadaaanoHcer 
of  the  Qovemnent,  and  until  it  is  paid  her— 
nnd  I  have  Ihe  letter  of  the  Comptroller  in 
my  hand  Baying  it  is  dne — she  cannot  p^  the 
fiuieral  expenses  of  that  hisband,  who  lied 
here  within  the  last  nine  months. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  428}  for  the  lelief  of  Jelia  A.  Smilli  waa 
considered  as  in  Connittee  of  the  Whole.  It 
directs  th*  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
SMO  TO  (the  amount  found  to  be  die  by  the 
First  Comptrotter  of  the  Traasnry,  as  per  re- 
port No.  2aMT>  to  Mrs.  Jnlia  A.  Smith,  admin- 
istratrix of  tha  estate  of  Ae  late  Charlaa  B. 
Smith,  ftirmerly  receiver  ot  pufalie  moneya, 
acting  aa  disbnsiH'  agent  at  Brownvifie, 
Nebraska. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Doeathisbill«oaefnm 
BoommltteeT 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  does;  fh>m 
the  Committee  on  Pnblie  Lands.  It  statM  on 
its  {ace  that  this  is  an  amonnt  found  to  bo  due 
br  a  report  of  the  First  Complmller  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  TIPTON.    I  hold   in  my  hand  that 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  refeience  to 
the  report  will  be  atrickea  out. 

Hr.  TIPTON.  I  have  the  report,  nnd 
every  Senator  eaa  see  that  the  Comptioller 
has  pasted  upon  it.    I  have  no  olyectioni 
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however,  to  the  Maendme&t  saggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  to  strike  out  the  words 
in  parenthesis  reiening,  to  the  Comptroller's 
report. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will  be  considered  as 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed; and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BRIDOB  AT  ST.  JOSKPU. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.     I  more  that  the  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  Honse  bill 
fo.  88S,  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Missouri  river  at  or  near 
St.  Joflepb,  Missouri. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  fiftet  amendment  of  the  committee  was 

in   section  two,  line   eighteen,  to  strike  out 

*^  two  hundred,"  and  insert  *^  one  hundred  and 

sixty ;"  so  as  to  read : 

With  a  draw  over  th^  main  obannel  of  the  riyer 
at  an  «4iee48ible  and  naTHTable  point,  and  with  spans 
of  not  lesa  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  length 
in  the  clear,  od  each  side  oftho  central  or  pivot  pier 
of  the  draw. 

The  amdhdment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  as  an 
additional  section  the  following : 

Skg.  5.  That  the  St.  Joseph  Bridge-Buildlns  Com- 
pany,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  not  have 
the  naht  to  assign  the  charter  which  said  company 
now  holds    b^  assifnment  from  the    St.  Joseph 


and  Denver  City  Eailrowi  Company,  and  which  was 
'"In 

pproTcd  July  14, 1870, 
,  or  persons ;  nor  shall 
y  bo  permitted,  under  tnei 

tcr  so  obtained.  OS  aforesaid,  from  the  St.  Joseph  and 


granted  to  said  lost  namedjcompany  by  virtue  of  an 

ipany,  person,  or  persons ;  1 
builalng  company  bo  permitted,  under  the  said  char- 


act  of  Congress  approved  July  14, 1870,  to  any  other 
oompany,  person,  or  persons ;  nor  shall  said  bridge- 


Denver  City  Railroad  Company,  to  construct  any 
other  bridge  than  the  one  now  being  constructed  at 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
little  information  about  this  bill  in  one  or  two 
particulars.  I  should  like  to  know  which  rail- 
way company  is  to  operate  for  one  thing. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  It  is  to  be  operated  by  all 
the  railroads  leading  into  St.  Joseph. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  But  what  railroad  com- 
pany is  to  have  charge  of  it  7 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  The  St.  Joseph  Bridge-. 
Building  Company — really  the  city  itself. 

Mr.  UAMSEY.  The  city  builds  this  bridge 
for  common  railroad  purposes,  an  older  char- 
ter once  existing  in  Dehalf  of  some  of  the 
railroad  companies  having  been  transferred  to 
the  bridge-building  company.  There  is  a 
clause  against  building  two  bridges  at  the  same 
place. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  objection  to  this  bill.  I  objected  to  it 
last  year  because  they  are  building  a  bridge 
therCf  and  I  thought  tuis  was  an  effort  to  get 
two  bridges  or  to  interfere  wiih  the  one  already 
being  butit  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so  now. 
.Mr.  RAMSEY.  No;  the  former  bridge 
privilege  is  merged  in  this. 

Mr.  FOMBROY.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  objection  to  this  bill,  but  last  year  I 
thought  there  was*  I  understand  now  that  it 
is  not  intended  as  an  antagonistic  movement 
to  the  company  already  building  the  bridge, 
which  is  perhapis  half  done.  I  am  told  that 
the  new  bridge  proposed  by  this  charter  is  not 
to  be  used  as  against  the  other,  but  to  be  con- 
solidated with  it. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.    It  is  a  consolidation. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it;  but  if  that  is  so,  I  have  nothing  to 
say  against  iL 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  is  that  very  pro- 
vision in  this  bill  that  there  shall  be  no  bridge 
built  under  the  old  charter. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  only  point  is,  that  I 
never  could  see  why  they  wanted  two  bridges 
there* 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  asametid- 
ed,  and  the  amendments  were  concurred 
in.  It  was  ordered  that  the  amendmeiits  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time. 
The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  Mid  passed. 

MBSSAGB  FROM  TRB  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills, 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  was 
requested : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  619J  annropriating  money 
for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site  and  erecting 
a  building  thereon  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  cus- 
tom-house, post  office,  and  other  Federal 
Ounces  * 

A  biil  («S.  R.  No.  1321)  to  relieve  the  per- 
sons therein  named  from  legal  and  political 

QlflftulLltlPfl  * 

A  bill  (6.  R.  No.  1322)  to  relieve  certain 
citizens  of  Georgia  from  political  disabilities ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1324)  to  create  an  addi- 
tional land  district  in  the  State  of  Minnesota ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1325)  to  remove  the  dis- 
abilities of  certain  persons  therein  ndmed ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1826)  to  relieve  the  polit- 
ical disabilities  of  certain  persons  therein 
named;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1330)  to  amend  the  thirty- 
second  section  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to 
reduce  internal  taxes,  and  foi:  other  purposes,'* 
approved  July  14,  1870. 

PE£SIDBNTIAL  APPROVAL. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Horace  Porter,  his  Secre- 
tary, announced  that  the  President  had  Miis  day 
approved  and  signed  the  act  (S.  No.  624) 
to  correct  a  clerical  error  committed  in  the 
em-ollment  of  an  act  approved  March  7, 1870, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  relieve  certain  persons 
therein  named  from  the  legal  and  political 
disabilities  imposed  b^  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes.*' 

POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  rooming 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  bill  (H.  E.  No.  880) 
for  the  removal  of  legal  and  political  disabil- 
ities imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the  four- 
teenth article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  before  the  Senate, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  South  CaroUna,  [Mr.  Rob- 
ertson,} to  postpone  the  bill  and  proceed  tc 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1050) 
for  the  removal  of  legal  and  poHtioal  disabil- 
ities imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the  four- 
teenth article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  is  entitled  to  ^e  floor. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY  addressed  the  Senate. 
[His  speech,  withheld  for  revision,  will  be 
publisned  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
debate  commenced  before  the  holidays,  I  re- 
frained from  taking  part  in  it,  and  from 
expressing  my  pinions  on  some  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  biil  now  before  ns,  hoping  as  I  did 
that  the  measure  conld  be  passed  without  diffi- 
culty, and  that. a  great  many  of  those  who 
now  labor  under  poniical  disabilities  would  be 
immediately  relieved.  This  expectation  was 
disappointed.  An  amendment  to  the  bill  was 
adopted.  It  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  now  unless  by  some  parlia- 
mentary means  we  get  rid  of  the  amenoment, 
and  there  being  no  ioducement  left  to  waive 
what  criticism  we  might  feel  iiuSlinied  to  bring 
forward,  we  may  consider  the  whole  question 
open. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  gen- 
eral, or  as  this  word  is  considered  more  express- 
ive, universal  amnesty,  believing  as  i  do  that 
the  reasons  which  make  it  desirable  that  there 
should  be  amnesty  granted  at  all,  make  it  also 
desirable  that  the  amnesty  should  be  univer- 


sal. The  Senator  from  South  Carolioa  [Mr. 
Sawter]  has  already  given  notice  thai  ho  win 
move  to  strike  out  the  exceptions  from  the 
operation  of  ^is  act  of  relief  for  which  th« 
bill  provides.  If  he  had  not  declared  his  iates- 
tion  to  that  effect,  I  would  do  so.  In  any  eveikt, 
whenever  he  offers  his  amendment  I  shall  moat 
heartily  support  it. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate  we  have  listened 
to  some  Senators,  as  they  conjured  up 'before 
our  eyes  once  more  all  the  horrors  of  the  rebel- 
lion, the  wickedness  of  its  coaception,  hov 
terrible  its  incidents  were,  and  how  harrow- 
ing its  consequences.  Sir,  I  admit  it  ^l ;  I  will 
not  combat  the  correctness  of  the  picture;  and 
yet  if  I  differ  with  the  gentlemen  who  drew  it, 
it  is  because,  had  the  conception  of  the  rebel- 
lion been  still  more  wicked,  had  ita  ioetdemi 
been  still  more  terrible,  its  conseq^oenees  still 
more  harrowing,  I  could  not  permit  myself  to 
forget  that  in  dealing  with  the  question  now 
before  us  we  have  to  deal  not  atone  with  the 
past,  but  with  the  present  and  future  interests 
of  this  Republic. 

What  do  we  want  to  accomplish  as  good  citi- 
zens and  patriots?  Do  we  mean  only  to  inflict 
upon  late  rebels  pain,  degradation,  mortifica- 
tion, annoyance,  for  its  own  sake,  to  tortore 
their  feelings  without  any  ulterior  purpose? 
Certainly  such  a  purpose  conld  not  by  any  pos- 
sibility animate  high-minded  men.  I  presume, 
therefore,  that  those  who  still  favor  the  con- 
tinuance of  some  of  the  disabilities  imposed 
by  the  fourteenth  amendment  do  so  b€K»use 
they  have  some  higher  object  of  public  useful- 
ness in  view,  an  object  of  public  usefulness 
suf&cient  to  justify,  in  their  minds  at  least,  ihe 
denial  of  rights  to  others  which  we  ourselves 
enjoy. 

What  can  those  objects  of  public  nsefolness 
be?  Let  me  assume  that  if  we  differ  as  to  the 
means  to  be  employed,  we  are  agreed  as  to 
the  supreme  end  and  aim  to  be  reached.  That 
end  aod  aim  of  our  endeavors  can  be  no  other 
than  to  secure  to  all  the  States  the  blessings 
of  good  and  free  government  and  the  highest 
degree  of  prosperity  and  well-being  they  can 
attain,  and  to  revive  in  all  citizens  of  this 
Repui>lic  that  love  for  the  Union  and  its  insti- 
tutions, and  that  in^iring  consciousness  of 
a  common  nationality,  which,  after  all,  must 
bind  all  Americans  together. 

What  are  the  best  means  for  the  attainment 
of  that  end?  This,  sir,  as  I  conceive  it,  is  the 
only  legitimate  question  we  have  to  decide. 
Certainly  all  will  agree  that  this  end  is  &r  from 
having  been  attained  so  far.  Look  at  the 
southern  States  as  they  stand  before  ns  to- 
day. Some  are  in  a  condition  bordering 
upon  anarchy,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
social  disorders  which  are  occurring  there, 
or  the  inefficiency  of  their  local  governments 
in  securing  the  enforcement  of  the  laws ;  bat 
you  will  And  in  many  of  them  fearful  corrup- 
tion pervading  the  whole  political  organisa- 
tion :  a  combination  of  rascalit}^  and  ignorance 
wielding  official  power ;  their  finances  dr 
ranged  by  profligate  practices;  their  credit 
ruined  ;  bankruptcy  staring  them  in  the  face; 
their  industries  staggering  under  a  fearful  load 
of  taxation ;  their  propeny-holders  and  capi- 
talists paralyzed  by  a  feeling  of  insecurity  aod 
distrust  almost  amounting  to  despair.  Sir, 
let  as  not  try  to  disguise  these  facts,  for  the 
world  knows  them  to  be  so,  and  knows  it  but 
too  welL 

What  are  the  causes  that  have  contributed 
to  bring  about  this  distressing  condition  ?  I 
admit  that  great  civil  wars  resulting  in  such 
vast  social  transformations,  as  the  sudden  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  are  calculated  to  produce 
similar  results ;  but  it  might  be  presumed  that 
a  recuperative  power  such  as  this  couutry 
possesses  might  during  the  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  war  at  least  have 
very  materially  alleviated  many  of  the  conse- 
quences of  that  revulsion,  had  a  wise  policy 
been  followed. 

Was  the  policy  we  followed  wise?    Wm  it 
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calculated  to  promote  the  great  purposes  we 
cure  endeayoriug  to  serve?  Let  us  see.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  we  had  to  establish  and 
aecure  free  labor  and  the  rights  of  the  eman- 
cipated class.  To  that  end  we  had  to  disarm 
those  who  could  have  prevented  this,  and  we 
liad  to  give  the  power  of  self-protection  to 
those  who  needed  iL  For  this  reason  teip- 
porary  restrictions  were  imposed  upon  the  late 
rebels,  and  we  gave  the  rignt  of  sunrage  to  the 
colored  people.  Until  the  latter  were  enabled 
to  protect  themselves,  political  disabilities  even 
more  extensive  than  those  which  now  exist 
rested  upon  the  plea  of  eminent  political  ne- 
cessity. I  woula  be  the  last  man  to  conceal 
that  I  thought  so  then,  and  I  think  there  was 
very  good  reason  for  it. 

But,  sir,  when  the  enfranchisement  of  the 
colored  people  was  secured ;  when  they  had 
obtained  the  political  means  to  protect  them- 
selves, then  another  problem  began  to  loom 
up.  It  was  not  only  to  find  new  guarantees 
for  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  but  it  was 
to  secure  good  and  honest  government  to  all. 
Xtet  us  not  underestimate  the  importance  of 
that  problem,  for  in  a  great  measure  it  includes 
the  solution  of  the  other.  Certainly  nothing 
could  have  been  more  calculated  to  remove  the 
prevailing  discontent  concerning  the  changes 
that  had  taken  place,  and  to  reconcile  men's 
minds  to  the  new  order  of  things,  than  the 
tangible  proof  that  that  new  order  of  thines 
was  practically  working  well ;  that  it  could 
produce  a  wise  and  economical  administration 
of  public  affairs,  and  that  it  would  promote 
general  prosperity,  thus  healing  the  wounds 
of  the  past  and  opening  to  all  the  prospect  of 
a  future  of  material  well-being  aud  content- 
ment. And,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  could 
have  been  more  calculated  to  impede  a  gen- 
eral, hearty,  and  honest  acceptance  of  the  new 
order  of  things  b^  the  late  rebel  population 
than  just  those  failures  of  public  administra- 
tion which  involve  the  people  in  material  em- 
bflirrassments  and  so  seriously  disturb  their 
comfort.  In  fact,  good,  honest,  and  success- 
ful government  in  the  southern  States  would 
iu  its  moral  effects,  in  the  lon^  run,  have  ex- 
erted a  far  more  beneficial  influence  than 
all  your  penal  legislation,  while  your  penal 
legislation  will  fail  in  its  desired  effects  if  we 
fail  in  establishing  in  the  southern  States  an 
honest  and  successful  administration  of  the 
public  business. 

Now,  what  happened  in  the  South  ?  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  the  more  intelligent  classes 
of  southern  society  almost  uniformly  identified 
themselves  with  the  rebellion ;  and  by  our  sys- 
tem of  political  disabilities  just  those  classes 
were  excluded  from  the  management  of  .polit- 
ical affairs.  That  thepr  could  not  be  trusted 
with  the  business  of  introducing  into  living 
practice  the  results  of  the  war,  to  establish 
true  free  labor,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
emancipated  slaves,  is  true ;  I  willingty  admit  it. 
But  when  those  results  and  rights  were  consti- 
tulionally  secured  there  were  other  things  to  be 
done.  Just  at  that  period  when  the  southern 
States  lay  prostrated  and  eidiausted  at  our  feet, 
when  the  destructive  besom  of  war  had  swept 
over  them  and  left  nothing  but  desolation  aud 
ruin  in  its  track,  when  their  material  interests 
were  to  be  built  up  again  with  care  and  fore- 
sight—just then  the  public  business  demanded, 
more  than  ordinarily,  the  cooperation  of  ail  the 
intelligence  and  all  the  political  experience  that 
could  be  mustered  in  the  southern  States.  But 
just  then  a  large  portion  of  that  intelligence 
and  experience  was  excluded  from  the  man- 
agement of  public  affairs  by  political  disabili- 
ties, and  the  controlling  power  in  those  States 
rested  in  a  great  measure  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  had  but  recently  been  slaves  and,  just 
emerged  from  that  condition,  and  in  the  Hands 
•f  others  who  had  sometimes  honestly,  some- 
times by  crooked  means  and  for  sinister  pur- 
poses, found  a  way  to  their  confideuce. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  as  it  then  existed. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention 


than  to  cast  a  sior  upon  the  character  of  the 
colored  i>eople  of  the  South.  In  fact,  their 
conduct  immediately  afUr  that  great  event 
which  struck  the  shackles  of  slav^ery  from 
their  limbs  was  above  praise.  Look  into  the 
history  of  the  world,  and  you  will  find  that 
almost  evenr  similar  act  of  emancipation,  the 
abolition  of  serfdom,  for  instance,  Was  uni- 
formly accompanied  by  the  atrocious  outbreaks 
of  a  revengeful  spirit:  by  the  slaughter  of 
nobles  and  their  families,  illumined  by  the 
fflare  of  their  burning  castles.  Not  so  here. 
While  all  the  honors  of  San  Domingo  had  been 
predicted  as  certain  to  follow  upon  emanci- 
pation, scarcely  a  single  act  of  revenge  for 
injuries  suffered  or  for  misery  endured  has 
darkened  the  record  of  the  emancipated  bond- 
men of  America.  And  thus  their  example 
stands  unrivaled  in  his^>ry ,  and  they,  as  well  as 
the  whole  American  people,  may  well  be  proud 
of  iu  Certainly,  the  southern  people  snould 
never  cease  to  remember  and  appreciate  it. 

But  while  the  colored  people  of  the  Sonth 
earned  our  admiration  and  gratitude,  I  ask  you 
iu  all  candor  could  they  be  reasonably  expected, 
when,  just  after  having  emerged  from  a  condi- 
tion of  slavery,  they  were  invested  with  political 
rights  and  privileges,  to  step  into  the  political 
arena  as  men  armed  with  the  intelligence  and 
experience  necessary  for  the  management  of 
public  affairs  and  for  the  solution  of  problems 
made  doubly  intricate  by  the  disasters  which 
had  desolated  the  southern  country  ?  Gould 
they  reasonably  be  expected  to  manage  the 
business  of  public  administration,  involving  to 
so  great  an  extent  the  financial  interests  and 
the  material  well- being  of  the  people,  and  sur- 
rounded by  difficulties  of  such  fearful  perplex- 
ity, with  the  wisdom  and  skill  required  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  situation?  lliat  as  a 
class  they  were  ignorant  and  inexperienced 
and  lacked  a  just  conception  of  public  inter- 
ests, was  certainly  not  their  fault ;  for  those 
who  have  studied  the  history  of  the  world 
know  but  too  well  that  slavery  and  oppression 
are  very  bad  political  schools.  But  the  stub- 
born fact  remains  that  they  were  ignorant  and 
inexperienced ;  that  the  public  business  v>a$ 
an  unknown  world  to  them^  and  that  in  spite 
of  the  best  intentions  they  were  easily  misted, 
not  unfreauently  by  Uie  most  reckless  rascality 
which  haa  found  a  way  to  their  confidence. 
Thus  their  political  rights  and  privileges  were 
undoubtedly  well  calculated,  and  even  neces- 
sary, to  protect  their  rights  as  free  laborers 
and  citizens ;  but  they  were  not  well  calculated 
to  secure  a  successful  administration  of  other 
public  interests. 

I  do  not  blame  the  colored  people  for  it, 
still  less  do  I  say  that  for  this  reason  their 

Solitical  rights  and  privileges  should  have  been 
enied  them.  Nay,  sir,  I  deemed  it  necessary 
then,  and  I  now  reaffirm  that  opinion,  that  they 
should  possess  those  rights  and  privileges  for 
the  permanent  establishment  of  the  logical 
and  legitimate  results  of  the  war  and  the  oro- 
tection  of  their  new  position  in  society.  But. 
while  never  losing  sight  of  this  necessity,  X 
do  say  that  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
admission  of  so  large  an  uneducated  and  inex- 
perienced class  to  political  power,  as  to  the 
probable  mismanagement  ot  the  material  in- 
terests of  the  sociflf  body,  should  at  least  have 
been  mitigated  by  a  counterbalancing  policy. 
When  ignorance  and  inexperience  were  ad- 
mitted to  so  large  an  influence  upon  public 
affairs,  intellige&ce  ought  no  longer  to  so  large 
an  extent  to  nave  been  excluded.  In  other 
words,  when  universal  suffrage  was  granted 
to  secure  the  equal  rights  ot  all,  universal 
amnesty  ought  to  have  been  panted  to  make 
all  the  resources  of  political  iutelli|eace  and 
experience  available  for  the  promotion  of  the 
welUre  of  all. 

But  what  did  we  do?  To  the  uneducated 
and  inexperienced  classes— uneducated  and 
inexperienced,  I  repeat,  entirely  without  their 
fault — we  opened  the  road  to  power  j  and,  at 
the  same  time,  we  condemned  a  large  propor- 


tion of  the  intelligence  of  those  Stales,  of  the 
property-holding,  the  industrial,  the  profes- 
sional, the  tax-paying  interest,  to  a  worse  than 
passive  attitude.  We  made  it,  as  it  were,  easy 
lor  rascals  who  had  gooe  South  in  quest  of 
profitable  adventure  to  gain  the  control  of 
masses  so  easily  misled,  by  permitting  them  to 
appear  as  the  exponents  and  representatives 
of  the  national  power  and  of  our  policy ;  and 
ai  the  same  time  we  branded  a  large  number 
of  men  of  intelligence,  and  many  of  thepi  of 
personal  integrity,  whose  material  interests 
were  so  largely  involved  in  honest  govern- 
ment, and  many  of  whom  would  have  cooper- 
ated in  managing  the  public  business  with  care 
and  foresight — we  branded  them,  I  say,  as  out- 
casts, telling  them  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
suffered  to  exercise  any  influence  upon  the 
management  of  the  public  bnsixiess,  and  it 
woula  be  unwarrantable  presumption  In  them 
to  attempt  it.  - 

I  ask  you,  sir,  could  sfich  things  fail  to  con- 
tribute to  the  results  we  to-day  read  in  the 
political  corruption  and  demoralization,  and 
in  the  financial  ruin  of  some  of  the  southern 
States?  The^e  results  are  now  before  us. 
The  mistaken  policy  may  have  been  pardon- 
able when  these  consequences  were  still  a 
matter  of  conjecture  and  speculation;  but 
what  excuse  have  we  now  for  continuing  it 
when  those  results  are  clear  before  our  eyes, 
beyond  the  reach  of  contradiction? 

These  considerations  would  seem  to  (^pply 
more  particularly  to  those  southern  Slates 
where  the  colored  element  constitutes  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  voting  body.  There 
is  another  which  applies  to  all. 

When  th§  rebellion  stood  in  arms  against  us 
we  fought  and  overcame  force  by  force.    That 

2 as  right.  When  the  results  of  tl^e  war  were 
rst  to  be  established  and  fixed  we  met  the 
resistance  they  encountered  with  that  power 
which  the  fortunes  of  war  and  the  revolution- 
ary character  of  the  situation  had  placed  at  our 
disposal.  The  feelings  and  prejudices  which 
then  stood  in  our  way  uad  under  such  circum- 
stances but  little,  if  anv,  claim,  to  our  consid- 
eration. But  when  the  problem  presented 
itself  of  securing  the  permanency,  the  peace- 
able development,  ana  the  snccessfui  working 
of  the  new  institutions  we  had  introduced  into 
our  political  organism,  we  had  as  wise  men  to 
take  into  careful  calculation  the  moral  forces 
we  had  to  deal  with ;  for  let  us  not  indulge  in 
any  delusion  about  this :  what  is  to  be  per- 
manent in  a  republic  like  this  must  be  sup- 
ported by  public  opinion,  it  must  rest  at  least 
upon  the  willing  acquiescence  of  a  large  and 
ficpn  mc^rity  of  the  people^ 

The  introduction  of  the  colored  people,  the 
late  slaves,  into  the  body-politic  as  voters, 
pointedly  affironted  the  traditional  prcgudices 
prevailing  among  the  southern  whites.  What 
should  we  carQ  about  those  prejudices  ?  In 
war,  nothing.  Afler  Uie  close  of  the  war,  in 
tha  settlement  of  peace,  not  enough  to  «ieter 
^s  from  doing  what  was  right  and  necessary ; 
and  yet,  still  enough  to  take  them  into  accoudt 
when  considering  the  manner  in  which  right 
and  necessity  were  to  be  served.  Statesmen 
will  care  about  popular  pr«gQdices  as  physi- 
cians will  care  about  the  diieased  condition  of 
their  patients,  which  they  want  to  ameliorate. 
Would  it  not  have  beea  wise  for  us,  looking 
at  those  prejudices  as  a  morbid  condition  ot 
the  southern  mind,  to  mitigate,  to  assuage,  to 
disarm  them  by  prudent  measures,  and  thus  to 
weaken  their  evil  influence?  We  desired  the 
southern  whites  to  accept  in  good  fiuth  uni- 
versal suffrage,  to  recognize  the  political  rights 
of  the  oolored  man,  and  to  protect  him  in  their 
exercise.  Was  not  that  our  sincere  desire? 
But  if  it  was,  would  it  not  have  been  wise  to 
remove  as  much  as  possible  the  obstacles  that 
stood  in  the  way  of  that  consummation  ?  But 
what  did  we  do  ?  When  we  raised  the  colored 
people  to  the  rights  of  active  citizenship  and 
opened  to  them  all  the  privileges  of  eligibility, 
we  excluded  from  those  privil^es  a  large  and 
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intix6bti4l  clas*  of  whites  $  Sft  6lhet  Urbrds,  We 
lifted  the  late  slave,  nnedocated  and  inetpe* 
rieD(^  to  he  was— I  tepeat,  without  his  fanlt^ 
not  merely  to  the  level  of  the  late  tfiaster  clftss, 
bat  eteii  above  it.  We  asked  certain  white 
men  to  recognize  the  colored  ttian  in  a  ^litieal 
statns  not  onlr  as  high  bat  eveb  hi^ef  thatt 
their  own.  We  might  say  that  andef  the  cir- 
cnmstances  we  had  a  perfbet  ri^t  to  do  that, 
and  I  will  not  dispute  it ;  but  Task  you  nrost 
earnestly,  Sit.  Wto  it  wise  to  do  it?  If  yott 
desired  the  white  man  to  accent  and  recognise 
the  political  eooality  of  the  black.  Was  it  wise 
to  imbittef  and  to  etasperate  his  spirit  with 
the  stinging  Stigma  of  his  Owb  iftf\eriorityr 
Was  it  wise  to  withhold  fVotn  him  privileges  in 
the  enjoy metit  of  which  he  was  to  protect  the 
late  Slave?  This  was  not  assuaging,  disarm- 
ing prejudice ;  this  was  rather  incitieg,  it  was 
exasperating  it  AuaeHcan  statesmen  witl 
understand  add  appreciate  huniah  iiature  as 
it  has  developed  itself  under  the  influence  of 
free  institutioas.  We  know  that  if  we  want 
any  class  of  people  to  overcome  their  preju- 
dices in  respecting  the  political  rights  and  priv* 
ileges  of  anV  other  class,  the  very  first  thing 
we  have  to  do  is  to  accord  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  to  thetti.  No  American  was  ever 
mclin^  to  recognize  in  others  public  rights 
and  privileges  from  which  he  himself  was 
ezdoded ;  and  for  aught  I  koow,  in  this  Very 
feeling,  although  it  may  take  an  objectionable 
form,  we  find  one  of  the  Safeguards  of  popular 
liberty. 

You  tell  me  that  the  late  rebels  had  deserved 
all  this  in  the  Way  of  punishment  Granting 
that,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  this  is  not  the 

gnestion.  The  question  is,  ^hat  were  the  means 
est  calculated  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
standing  in  the  way  of  a  willing  and  universal 
recogUitiOn  of  the  new  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  emancipated  Class?  What  were  the  means 
to  overcome  the  hostile  influences  impreding  the 
development  of  the  harmony  of  society  in  its 
sew  Older?  I  am  fiir  from  asserting  that  had 
no  disabilities  eiisted,  nniversttl  suffrage  would 
have  been  receited  by  the  southern  whites  with 
universal  fhvor.  No,  sir,  most  probably  it 
would  not;  but  I  do  assert  that  the  existence 
of  disabilities,  which  put  so  large  and  influ- 
ential a  class  of  whites  in  point  of  political 
privileges  below  the  colored  people,  could  not 
rail  to  inflame  those  prejudices  which  stood 
in  the  way  of  a  general  and  hooest  acceptance 
of  the  new  order  of  things :  they  increased 
instead  of  diminishing  the  dancers  and  difli- 
culiies  Surrounding  the  emancipated  class ; 
and  nobody  felt  that  more  keenly  than  the 
colored  people  of  the  South  themselves.  To 
their  honor  oe  it  said,  following  a  just  itistinct, 
they  were  among  the  very  first,  not  only  in  the 
South  but  all  over  the  countrf,  in  entreating 
Congress  to  remove  those  odious  discrimina- 
tions which  put  in  jeopatdy  their  own  rights 
bv  making  thedi  greater  than  those  of  others. 
From  the  coloted  people  themselves,  it  seems, 
we  have  in  this  respect  received  a  lesson  in 
statesmanship. 

Well,  then,  what  policy  does  common  sense 
BUl^est  to  us  toow?  If  we  sincerely  destre  to 
give  to  the  southern  States  good  and  honest 
government,  material  prosperity,  and  meas- 
urable contentment,  as  fiir  at  least  as  we  can 
contribute  to  that  end ;  if  we  really  desire  to 
weaken  and  disarm  those  prejudices  and  re* 
sentments  which  Still  disturb  the  harmony  of 
society,  will  it  not  be  Wise,  will  it  not  be  neces^ 
Bsry.  will  it  not  be  our  duty  to  show  that  we 
are  in  no  sense  the  allies  and  abettors  of  those 
who  use  their  political  power  to  plunder  their 
fellow-citiisenB,  and  that  we  do  not  ttean  to 
keep  one  class  of  people  in  utinecessary  degra- 
dation by  withholding  fh>m  them  rights  and 
privileges  which  all  othetiB  enjoy  ?  Seeing  the 
mischief  which  the  system  of  disabititieB  is 
accomplishing)  is  it  not  tame  that  there  should 
be  at  least  an  end  of  it  i  or  is  there  any  good 
H  caa  possibly  do  to  make  up  for  the  Ixarm  it 
has  already  wrought  and  is  still  working? 


Look  at  H.    Do  these  disabilities  serve  iti 

aby  way  to  protect  anybody  in  his  rights  or 
in  his  liberty  OT  in  his  property  Ot  it  his  life? 
Does  the  fhct  that  some  men  are  etchided 
IVom  office,  in  any  sense  or  measure,  make 
others  more  secure  in  their  lives  or  ia  their 
property  or  ia  their  rights?  Catt  anybody 
tell  me  how?  Or  do  they,  perhaps,  prevent 
even  those  who  are  excluded  from  official 
position  from  doing  mischief  if  they  are  tnis- 
ehievously  iticHned  ?  Does  the  e jEcIttsion  ftotn 
office,  does  any  fbature  of  yoiir  system  of 
political  disabilities,  take  the  revolver  or  the 
bowie-knifb  or  the  scourge  ftotn  the  hands  of 
any  one  who  wishes  to  use  it?  Does  it  destroy 
the  influence  of  the  more  intelligent  upon 
society,  if  they  mean  to  use  that  influence  !br 
mischi evou s  punioses  ? 

We  hear  the  Ku  Elux  outrti^s  spoken  of  as 
a  reason  why  political  disabilities  Should  not 
be  removed.  Did  not  these  Very  same  Ku 
KluX  outrages  happen  while  disabilities  were 
in  existence?  Is  it  not  clear,  then,  that  the 
existence  of  political  disabilities  did  not  pre- 
vent them?  No,  sir,  if  political  disabilities 
have  any  practical  effect  it  is,  while  not  in  any 
degree  diminishing  the  power  of  the  evil  dis- 
posed for  mischief,  to  incite  and  sharpen  their 
mischievous  inclination  by  increasing  their 
discontent  with  the  condition  they  live  in. 

It  must  be  clear  to  eveiv  impartial  observer 
that  Were  ever  so  many  of  those  who  are  now 
disqualified,  put  in  office,  they  never  could  do 
with  their  ofiScial  power  as  much  mischief  as 
the  mere  fhct  of  the  existence  of  the  system  of 
poliUcal  disabilities  with  its  inevitable  conse- 
quences is  doing  to-day.  The  scandals  of  mis- 
government  in  the  South  which  we  complain 
of  I  admit  were  not  the  first  and  original 
cause  of  the  Eu  Elux  outrages.  But  every 
candid  observer  will  also  have  to  admit  that 
they  did  serve  to  keep  the  Eu  Elux  spirit  alive. 
Without  such  incitement  it  might  gradually 
by  this  time,  to  a  great  extent  at  least,  have 
Spent  itself.  And  now  if  the  scandals  of  mis- 
government  were,  partly  at  least,  owing  to 
the  exclusion  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  intel- 
ligence and  experience  of  the  South  from  the 
active  management  of  aSHlrs,  must  it  not  be 
clear  that  a  measure  which  will  tend  to  remedy 
this  evil  may  also  tend  to  reduce  the  causes 
which  still  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
society? 

We  accuse  the  southern  whites  of  having 
missed  their  chance  of  gaining  the  confidence 
of  the  emancipated  class  when,  by  a  fiiirly 
demonstrated  purpose  of  recognizing  and  pro- 
tecting them  in  their  riehts,  thev  might  have 
acquired  n^ron  them  a  samtarjr  influence.  That 
accusation  is  by  no  means  unjust;  but  most  we 
not  admit,  alSo^  that  by  excluding  them  from 
their  political  rights  and  privileges  we  put  the 
damper  of  most  serious  cnscouragement  upon 
the  good  intentions  which  might  have  grown  up 
amon^  them  ?  Let  us  place  ourselves  in  their 
situittion,  and  then  I  ask  you  how  many  of  us 
Would,  under  the  same  circumstances,  have 
risen  above  the  ordinary  impulses  of  human 
nature  to  exert  a  salntaiy  influence  in  defiance 
of  our  own  preiudices,  being  so  pointedly  told 
every  day  that  it  was  not  the  business  of  those 
laboring  under  political  disabilities  to  meddle 
with  public  afiViirs  at  all.  And  thus,  in  what- 
ever direction  you  may  turn  your  eyes,  you 
look  in  vain  fot  any  practical  ffood  your  polit- 
ical disabtHtieS  might  possibly  accomplish. 
Yott  find  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in  their 
practical  efl^ects  but  the  aggravation  of  evils 
already  existing,  and  the  prevention  of  a  salu- 
tary development 

Is  it  not  the  purt  of  wise  men,  sir,  to 
acknowledge  the  tkilure  of  a  policy  like  this 
in  order  to  remedy  it,  especiuly  since  eiery 
candid  mind  must  recognize  that  by  conUnu- 
ing  the  mistake,  absolutely  no  practical  good 
can  be  subserved? 

But  I  am  told  that  the  system  of  disabilities 
must  be  maintained  fbr  a  certain  moral  effect 
The. Senator. from  Indiana  [Mr.  Moetof]  | 


took  great  pains  to  inform  ns  that  rt  ii  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  exclude  somebody  from 
office  in  order  to  demonstrate  our  dl»appro- 
bation  of  the  crime  of  rebellion.  Methinks 
that  the  American  people  have  eiicnified  their 
disapprobation  of  the  crime  of  rebellion  in  a 
far  more  pointed  manner.  They  sent  against 
the  rebellion  a  million  armed  men.  We  fought 
and  cOnouered  the  armies  of  the  rebels;  we 
Carried  oesolatiOn  into  their  land ;  we  swept 
out  Of  existence  that  mtem  of  slavery  which 
Was  the  soul  of  their  offsnse  and  wsa  to  be  the 
corner-stone  of  their  new  empire.  If  that  was 
not  Signifying  our  disapprobation  of  ike  Criae 
of  rebellion,  then  I  humbly  submit  thai  your 
system  of  political  disabilities,  only  exduding 
some  persons  from  office,  Will  scarcely  do  it 

I  remember,  abo,  to  have  heard  the  axgi- 
ment  that  under  all  circumstaocea  the  law 
must  be  vindicated.  What  law  in  thta  case? 
If  any  laW  is  meant,  it  must  be  the  law  im- 
posing tiie  penalty  of  death  upon  the  criae 
of  treason.  Well,  if  at  the  cloae  of  the  w«r 
we  bad  assumed  the  stem  and  bloody  virtoe 
of  the  ancient  Roman,  and  had  procluaed 
that  he  who  raises  his  hand  against  this 
Republic  must  surely  die,  then  we  might  hate 
claimed  fbr  ourselves  at  least  the  merit  of 
logical  consistency.  We  might  have  thou|ht 
that  by  erecting  a  row  of  gallowa  stretching 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  Rio  Qrande,  and  by 
making  a  terrible  example  Of  all  those  who 
had  proved  faithless  to  their  allegtanoe,  we 
would  strike  terror  into  the  hearta  of  this  and 
coming  generations,  to  make  them  tremble  at 
the  mere  thought  of  treasonable  and^rtakiogs. 
That  we  might  have  done.  Why  did  we  not? 
Because  the  American  people  inatinctifely 
recoiled  from  the  idea;  because  every  wise 
man  remembered  that  where  insomsctioos 
are  punished  and  avenged  with  the  bloodiest 
hanos,  there  insurrections  do  most  freqaeaily 
occur;  witness  France  and  Spain  and  the 
southern  part  of  this  hemisphere ;  that  there 
is  a  fascination  for  bloody  reckonings  which 
allures  instead  of  repelling—a  fa^scioatiou 
like  that  of  the  serpent's  eye,  which  irre- 
sistibly draws  on  its  victim,  llie  American 
people  recoiled  fh)m  it,  because  they  felt  and 
knew  that  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth 
century  has  fbr  such  evils  a  better  medicine 
than  blood. 

Thus,  sir,  the  penalty  of  treason  as  provid- 
ed for  by  law  remained  a  dead  letter  on  the 
statute-book,  and  we  instinctively  adopted  a 
generous  policy,  and  we  added  fresh  luster  to 
the  glory  of  the  American  name  by  doing  so. 
And  now  you  would  speak  of  vindicating  the 
law  against  treason,  which  demands  death,  by 
merely  excluding  a  number  of  persona  from 
eligibility  to  office  I  Do  you  not  see  that,  as  a 
vindication  of  the  law  against  treason,  as  an 
act  of  punishment  the  system  of  disabilities 
sinks  down  to  the  level  of  a  ridiculous  mock- 
ery? If  you  want  your  system  of  disabilities 
to  appear  at  all  in  a  respectable  light,  then,  in 
the  name  of  Common  sense,  do  not  call  it  a 
punishment  for  treason.  Standing  there,  as  it 
does,  stripped  of  all  the  justification  it  once 
derived  from  political  necessity,  it  would  appear 
only  as  the  evidence  of  an  impotent  desire  to 
be  severe  without  the  couraee  to  carry  it  out 
But,  having  once  adopted  the  policy  of  gen- 
erosity, the  only  question  fbr  us  is  how  to 
make  that  policy  most  fruitful.  The  answer 
is  we  shall  make  the  policy  of  generosity  most 
fruitful  by  making  it  most  complete. 

The  Seuator  from, Connecticut,  [Mr.  Bvct- 
IKGHAM.]  whom  I  ain  so  unfortuuate  as  not  to 
see  in  his  seat  to-day,  when  he  opened  the 
debate,  endeavored  to  fortifv  his  theory  by  an 
illustration  borrowed  from  the  Old  Testament 
and  I  am  willing  to  take  that  illustration  off 
his  hands.  He  asked,  if  Absalom  had  lived 
after  his  treason,  and  had  been  excluded  from 
his  Other's  table,  would  he  have  had  a  just 
reason  to  complain  of  an  unjust  deprivation  of 
rights?  It  seems  to  me  that  story  of  Absalom 
contains  a  most  excellent  lessoo,  which  the 
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Sen«te  of  the  Doited  SUtes  oagbt  lo  read  cor- 
(-ccUt-  For  ihe  killine;  of  hU  brotbei,  Abu- 
lorn  bad  lived  in  banUameot,  ftom  wbich  lbs 
Itiog,  his  father,  permitted  him  to  return  ;  but 
tbe  wajward  BOn  wbi  but  half  pajdoned,  for 
be  wiu  not  permitted  to  see  bis  futber's  face. 
A.ai  il  was  for  thai  reaaoii,  and  then,  that  be 
'«rent  among  the  people  to  seduce  them  into  a 
rebellion  agaioit  bis  rojal  father's  authority. 
Had  he  surTived  that  rebellion.  kiDs  David, 
DS  a  prudeot  alAteiman,  woula  either  bave 
killed  bis  eoa  Absalom  or  he  would  have  ad- 
xnitted  him  to  his  table,  in  order  lo  make  him 
a  good  son  ■Eaio  by  unstinted  falherl;  lo?e. 
IBat  be  woald  cenainly  oat  bare  permiued 
kit  aoo  Abialom  lo  run  at  large,  capable  of 
doing  niscfaier,  and  at  the  same  lime  uy  small 

IS  of  degradation  inciting  h'—  ■-  -'-  '' 

a  haT 


large,  capable  of  doing  miiichief,  and  then  by 


Ijoobiog  at  jour  political  diaflbili  . . 
impartial  e;e,;ou  will  God  ibat.sa  ft  meftiurB 
of  punisbment,  the;  did  not  go  for  enough ;  aa 
B  measure  of  policy  the;  went  mocb  too  far. 
"We  were  far  too  generous  lo  aubjogate  the 
Itcartsof  out  late  enemies  b;  terror;  and  wo 
inixtd  our  generoiitj  with  just  enough  of  bit- 
t«rn$aB  to  prevent  it  from  bearing  ita  full  fruit. 
I  reprat,  we  can  make  the  polic;  of  goneroiit; 
most  fruitful  onlj  b;  making  It  mo-tcomplete. 
What  oigeciian,  ihen^  cao  stand  sgaiust  this 
OOMsideration  of  public  good? 

'Sou  tell  me  that  manj  of  ibe  late  rebels  do 
DOt  deserve  a  full  restoration  of  their  righta. 
Tbat.inaj  ba  sOi  I  do  not  danyit(  bot  ;et, 
NT.  ifmany  of  them  do  not  deserve  it,  ia  it  not 
ft  far  more  important  cousideration  how  much 
the  welfare  of  the  coooir;  will  be  ptoaoted 
bjit? 

1  an  told  that  ntaiiy  of  llie  late  rebcia,  if 
wa  ToluDieer  a  pardon  lo  them,  vrould  not 
appreciate  tL  X  do  not  deny  this ;  it  may  be 
BO,  for  the  race  of  fools,  unforLonateiy,  ti  not 
all  dead  yet)  bat  if  they  do  not  appreciate  it, 
ahall  webave  no  reason  to  appreciate  cbagreat 
eood  which  by  this  measure  of  generosity  will 
be  conferred  upon  (be  whole  land? 

8oni9  Senator,  referriag  to  a  defau  hi  eg  pay- 
master wbo  expecienced  ihe  whole  rigor  of  the 
law,  aiked  ui,  "Wh«n  a  poor  defaulter  is  pun- 
iabed,  ahull  a  rebel  go  free?  la  embeKle- 
ment  a  greater  crime  than  Ireason?"  No, 
*ir,  it  is  notj  bnl  aga)a  I  repeat  that  is  not 
the  question.  Th(  Question  is  whether  a  gen- 
eral amnesty  to  rebela  is  not  far  more  urgently 
demanded  by  the  public  iniereat  than  agen- 
oral  pardon  for  thieves.  Whatever  may  be 
■aid  of  the  greatneaa  and  the  heinous  char- 
acl«r  of  the  crime  of  rebellion,  a  single  glance 
at  the  history  of  the  world  aad  at  tbe  practice 
of  other  nations  will  convince  fou  that  in  all 
civilized  countries  the  measure  of  poniahmeDt 
to  be  visited  on  those  guilty  of  that 
almost  uniformly  treated  a« 
^liey  and  almost  never  as  l  . . .  _ 
justice.  And  why  is  ihiaT  Why  is  it  that  n 
thief,  although  pardoned,  will  never  a^n  be 
regarded  as  an  untainted  member  of  society, 
while  a  pardpned  rebel  may  still  rise  to  tQe 
highest  honora  of  the  State,  and  aomellmei 


broad  line  of  dislinclioa  is  drawn  between  a 
violation  of  !aw  ju  which  political  opioioo  is  the 
controlling  element  (however  erroneous,  nay, 
however  revolUng  that  opinion  may  be,  and 
however  disastrous  the  conieqtieaces  9f  the 
■Ctjand  those  infamoua  crimes  of  wbicb  mora! 
depniviiy  ia  the  principal  iugredient;  and  be- 
cause even  the  most  disaairuus  political  con- 
flicis  may  be  composed  for  the  common  good 
by  a  couclliatory  process,  while  the  infamous 
orime  always  calls  for  a  strictly  penal  correc- 
tiou.  You  may  call  this  just  or  not,  but  such 
if  Ibe  public  opinion  of  tbe  civiliied  world, 
and  yon  find  it  lu  every  civiLiied  coantiy. 


3  a  question  of  great 


Look  at  the  nfttioQs  »n)Bi>4  ns-  It  the 
Parliament  of  Qermany  ho«  mftny  men  are 
there  sitting  who  were  once  what  jat  would 
call  fugitives  from  justice,  exiles  on  account 


itbout  having  been  asked  to  objure  tbe  opin- 
ions they  formerlv  hehj,  for  at  Uie  iirMsnt 
moment  most  of  tiiem  still  belong  to  th«  l^ih- 
eral  oppositlott.  Look  jtt  Austria,  where  Count 
Androssy,  a  man  who,  in  1S49,  wa^  condemned 
to  the  galloi«s  as  a  rebel,  at  this  niomeiit  st«ad4 
atlheheadoflhe  imperial  ministry ;  and  those 
who  know  tbe  history  of  that  country  are  full/ 
avare  that  the  policy  of  vhicb  that  apmea^y 
wfts  a  p^rt,  which  opened  to  Count  AndtMsy 
tbe  road  to  power,  baa  attached  Uuugary  mare 
closely  than  ever  to  the  Austrian  Crowo,  from 
wbichanarrow-raindvd  policy  of  severity  would 
bavd  driven  her. 

Now,  sir,  ought  we  not  lo  profit  by  the  wis- 
dom of  such  examples?  It  may  be  said  that 
other  Governments  were  far  Sfion  rigoroas  in 
tbeir  first  repressive  ineasures,  and  that  ihev 

Eut  off  the  grant  of  a  general  amnesty  much 
tnger  after  auppressing  an  insurrection  than 
we  are  required  to  do-  So  tbey  did ;  but  is 
not  this  the  great  Republic  of  the  New  World 
which  marches  in  tbe  very  vanguard  of  tuodern 
civili^tion,  and  which,  when  ait  example  of 
wiadom  is  set  by  other  nations,  should  aolDoIy 
rise  to  its  level,  but  far  above  it? 

It  seems  now  to  be  geoerally  admitl^  that 
the  time  has  coiqe  for  a  more  comprehensive 
removal  of  political  disabilities  than  has  so  {^t 
been  granted.  If  that  sentiinent  be  sincere,  if 
jou  really  do  desira  to  accomplish  the  greatest 

fossible  good  bj  ibis  measure  that  can  be  done, 
would  ask  you  what  practical  advantage  do 
you  expect  to  derive  from  tbe  ezclusions  for 
which  this  bill  provides?  Look  at  them  one 
niter  anatber. 

First,  all  those  are  excluded  who  when  ibe 
rebellion  broke  oat  were  meigberaof  Congrees, 
and  left  their  seats  in  these  halla  to  join  h. 
Why  are  these  men  to  be  excluded  as  a  class? 
Because  this  class  contains  a  number  of  pros)- 
i  neat  individuals,  who,  in  the  rebel  I  ioa,  became 
particularly  conspicuoas  and  obuoxioas,  and 
among  them  we  fiod  those  whom  w«  muhl 
desij[nate  aa  the  original  conapiratort.  But 
these  ore  few,  and  they  might  have  been  men- 
lioaed  by  name.  Mo^t  of  those,  however,  who 
left  their  seats  iu  Congress  to  make  common 
cause  with  the  rebels  were  in  ne  way  more 
responsible  for  the  tebellion  ihaa  other  promi- 
nent men  at  the  South  who  do  not  fall  under 
this  exception.  If  «e  accept  at  all  the  afgu- 
meat  that  it  will  be  well  for  the  cause  gf  xood 


for  good  purposes,  I  aak  you,  do  yo^  not  want 
as  &rge  a  »upply  of  (bat  article  as  fou  can 
oblsin? 

Leaving  aaide  the  original  COUpiratorSi  ia 
there  any  reason  ia  tbe  world  wbf  tooie  mem- 
bers of  Congress  (hould  be  singled  out  troKt 
the  nameroua  vlau  of  intelligent  and  prom- 
inent men  who  were  or  had  been  in  office  and 
had  taken  tbe  same  oath  which  is  administered 
in  tbese  Halls  ?  Look  at  it.  Too  do  not  pro- 
pose to  eoniinae  the  dis^)alific»tioa  of  men 
who  served  this  coontry  as  foreini  minislere, 
who  lad  tbeir  important  post*,  betrayed  ibe 
interests  of  tbif  coautry  m  foreign  lands  U 
con|B  back  and  Join  the  rebellion ;  yov  do  not 
propose  to  exclude  from  the  faeneSt  of  this  act 
those  who  sat  ppoQ  the  bench  and  doffed  th^ 
judicial  ermine  to  take  part  ia  tbe  rebellion  i 
and  if  snch  men  are  not  to  be  aisfranchisedi 
why  disfrancbiae  ih^  common  mn  of  the  Coa- 
greumeoi  whose  gailt  ia  certaiuly  not  greater,  , 


ifitbBM^(e«t?  Cwjon^meT  Isitwiae 
even  to  incur  the  aiispicion  of  making  an 
exception  merely  for  the  sake  of  excluding 
somebody,  when  no  possible  good  caq  be  ae- 
coopliahed  hy  it,  and  when  jon  can  tbnj  only 


EJoneof  l^emare 
WHO  are  atill  lining,  I 
at  deal)  alio?    Look  at 
.    What  if  yon  excluda 
ilj  OOF  feeling)  would 
1 10 ;  hoi  let  our  reasm 
exclude    even    him? 
n  an  imporUuece  which 
xjld  possei*,  hf  max- 
it  you  are  even  occu- 
ufiog  your  winds  eoongh  with  bim  to  make 
nitn  an  exception  to  an  act  of  geosroas  wis- 
dom?   Trply  to  refrain  from  inaking  an  act 
" '  -     ■  if  ihaoi 


of  amnesty  genera]  on  aMo^ot  o>  the  orginal 
conspirators,  candii^ly  spaoVing,  I  woalo^  not 
consider  worth  white.  1  would  qot  leave 
them  the  pitiable  distinction  of  not  being 
pardooad.  Vour  ferv  generosity  will  be  to 
tbe»  tho  tource  of  we  bitterest  diMppoint- 
ment.  As  long  as  they  ^e  excluded,  tbe^  may 
still  find  aome  saliitacuoo  in  the  Qeluiiofi  of 
beiug  considered  men  of  dangerone  inport- 
ance.  7kw  vary  4is»bi|ities  they  look  Vpo'i 
to-day  at  a  recogpition  of  their  power.  They 
mas  still  mahe  themsclviet  and  gtbera  believe 
thai,  wwa  (be  WHthern  people  oijly  left  free 
io  their  cboioe,  they  wpuM  eagerly  ratas  Ihera 
again  to  the  highwt  honon. 

But  you  reliova  them  gf  tbeir  exclnsipa,  and 
tbev  vill  at  once  become  conscious  of  thair 
notJiingaass,  a  nothingness  most  glaringly  con- 

Sicuoai  then,  lor  you  will  beve  drawn  awuy 
f)  vaU  that  has  uncaaled  it.  I  auspevt  that 
gentlemen  on  the  peni«cratioaidc  of  the  Hon^e. 
whom  ihay  would  copider  tbeir  political 
friends,  would  be  filled  with  dismay  at  the 
mere  tuought  of  their  reappearance  among 
iham.  If  there  Is  uy^iia|(  that  cuul4  prevent 
them  from  voting  tor  universal  amui-|ty,  H 
might  ba  ttie  faar,  if  they  eotcrtaii)e4  it  at  all, 
of  seeing  ilefleraoa  Da>is  ODco  more  a  Senator 
of  the  United  State*- 

But  more  than  that:  you  relieve  that  dass 
of  persoes,  Ihosaoldmlsleaderf,  of  their  exclu- 
sion, and  they  will  soon  discover  that  tbe  peo- 
ple whom  they  once  pl\)aged  into  disaster  and 
ruin  have  in  the  m^auliwe  grown,  if  not  at 
wise  at  they  ought  to  be,  certaiu^  too  wife  to 
put  tbeir  destinies  in  the  bands  of  tbe  aame 
mfui  again-  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  not 
itno  this  measure  oi  (he  mepit  of^being  a  gen- 
eral anuetty  tnipan  th*  ongiW  p)ott«rf  this 
mott  salutary  exjierieace. 

So  much  f<w  th«  first  exception.  Now  (o 
the  second,  {t  axcludea  from  the  ^oefit  of 
this  act  all  tbofa  who  were  officers  of  (he  Arm/ 
or  of  the  Kavy  and  than  joiae4  the  ^bellion. 
Why  exclijide  that  dau  of  perao&t?  I  hare 
beard  the  reaaoB  vary  frequently  stated  npon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  i  it  is  becjtttae  those 
men  had  been  educated  at  tbepuhhc ezpeoWi 
and  thfir  taming  agMnat  tha  Qeveromept  waa 
therefore  an  act  of  Decnliar  f»itblestnet*  and 
black  ingratUDde.  That  migbt  appear  a  vei? 
strong  arsftmeot  ^t  £nt  eight-  But  I  ask  you 
waa  U  not  ona  of  U)e  very  first  a^ts  of  thii 
Admyistration  to  appoint   one  of  the  most 


I  mean  QeoBrsl  Lang(ire#t.  He  had  obtained 
hie  nilitary  aouMti^  al  the  expense  of  the 
pf  ople.    Be  waa  one  m*  t^e  wards, 


one  of  the  pM  of  thj)  American  Kepnblic, 
and  Uiea  heturnedagaiastitaaatebel.  What- 
ever of  i(Mthlesa)>iett,«h«teTerof  black  ingrat- 
itude  these  ia  in  sach  coodact,  it  waain  nis; 
andyat.  io  spite  of  al)  this,  the  Frfsidcntnom- 
InateQ  ai»  fot  M  of&ot,  and  yoqr  cpneent. 
Senators,  made  bim  a  ^nblic  digsitarv.  Whj 
did  you  break  the  rule  ID  hiacate?    1  will  not 
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say  that  you  did  it  because  lie  had  become  a 
Repablicaui  for  I  am  &r  from  attributing  any 
mere  partisaii  motive  to  your  action.  No ;  you 
did  it  because  his  conduct  afler  the  close  of 
hostilities  had  been  that  of  a  well-disposed  and 
law-abidingcitizen.  Thus,  then,  the  rule  which 
yon,  Senators,  have  established  for  your  own 
conduct  is  simply  this :  you  will  in  the  case 
of  officers  of  the  Army  or  the  Navy  waive  tbe 
charge  of  peculiar  faithlessness  and  ingratitude 
if  the  persons  in  question  afler  the  war  had 
become  law-abiding  and  well-disposed  citizens. 
Well,  is  it  not  a  f&ct  universally  recognised, 
and  I  believe  entirely  uncontradicted,  that  of 
all  classes  of  men  connected  with  the  rebel- 
lion there  is  not  one  whose  conduct  since  the 
close  of  the  war  has  been  so  unexceptionable, 
and  in  a  great  many  instances  so  beneficial  in 
its  influence  upon  southern  society,  as  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  especially 
those  who  before  the  war  had  been  members 
of  our  regular  establishments?  Why,  then, 
except  them  from  this  act  of  amnesty?  If 
you  take  subsequent  good  conduct  into  ac- 
count at  all,  these.  lAen  are  tbe  very  last  who 
as  a  class  ought  to  be  excluded.  And  would 
it  not  be  well  to  encourage  them  in  well-doing 
by  a  sign  on  our  part  that  they  are  not  to  be 
looked  upon  as  outcasts  whose  influence  is  not 
desired,  even  when  thev  are  inclined  to  use  it 
for  the  promotion  of  the  common  welfiire? 

The  third  class  excluded  consists  of  those 
who  were  members  of  State  conventions,  and 
in  those  State  conventions  voted  for  ordinances 
of  secession.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  words 
which  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  they  were  the  objects  of  his  partio' 
ular  displeasure.  Why  this?  Here  we  have 
a  large  number  of  men  of  local  standing  who 
in  some  cases  may  have  been  leaders  on  a 
small  scale,  but  most  of  whom  were  drawn  into 
the  whirl  oi  the  revolutionary  movement  just 
like  the  rest  of  the  southern  population.  If 
you  accept  the  proposition  ihat  it  will  be  well 
and  wise  to  permittfae  intelligence  of  the  coun- 
try to  participate  in  the  management  of  the 
public  business,  the  exclusion  of  just  these 

Eeople  will  appear  especially  inappropriate, 
ecause  their  local  influence  might  be  made 
peculiarly  beneficial ;  and  if  you  exdiide  these 
persons,  whose  number  is  considerable,  you 
tell  just  that  Class  of-  people  whbtfe  coopera- 
tion might  be  made  nrost  valuable  that  their 
cot>peratton  is-  not  wanted,  for  the  reason  that, 
according  to  the  meaning  and  intent  of  your 
system  of  difiabilities,  public  afikirs  are  no 
business  of  theirs.  You  objeet  that  they  are 
more  guilty  than  the  rest.  Suppose  they  are— 
and  in  many  cases  I  am  iure  they  are  only 
apparently  so — but  if  they  were  not  guilty 
of  any  wrong,  they  would  need  no  amnesty. 
Amnesty  is  made  for  those  who  bear  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  guilt  Or  would  you  indulee 
here  in  the  solemn  farce  of  ^ving  pardon  only 
to  tho^  who  are  presumably  innocent?  You 
crant  your  amnesty  that  it  may  bear  good 
fruit ;  and  if  you  do  it  fbr  that  purpose,  thetl 
do  not  diminish  the  good  frhit  it  may  bear  by 
leaving  un planted  thef  most  promising  soil 
upon  which  it  may  grow. 

A  few  wotds  now  about  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  before  yon,  which  imposes  dpori 
those  who  desire  to  nave  the  benefit  of  amnesty 
tbe  duty  of  taking  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  before  some  public  officer,  that 
oath  to  be  Registered,  the  list  to-be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  and  to  be  preserved  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Sir,  I  ask  you,  can 
you  or  any  one  ttell  me  what  practical  good  is 
to  be  accomplished  by  a  provision  like  ^h  ? 
Yon  may  say  that  the  taking  of  another  oath 
will  do  nobody  any  harm.  Probably  not ;  but 
can  you  tell  me,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  what  harm  in  this  case  the  taking  of  that 
oath  will  prevent?  Or  have  we  read  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  in  vain,  that  we  should  not 
know  yet  how  little  political  oaths  are  worth 
to  improve  ,the  morality  of  a  people  or  to 
eeoure  the  stability  of  a  Gotemmeot?    And 


what  do  yon  mean  to  accomplish  by  making 
up  and  preseiriug  your  lists  of  pardoned  per- 
sons ?  Can  the^  be  of  any  possible  advantage 
to  the  country  m  any  way?  Why,  then,  load 
down  an  act  like  this  with  such  useless  circum- 
stance, while  as  an  act  of  grace  and  wisdom 
it  certainly  ou^ht  to  be  as  straightforward  and 
simple  as  possible  ? 

Let  me  now  in  a  few  words  once  more  sum 
up  tbe  whole  meaning  of  the  question  which 
we  are  now  engaged  in  discussing.  No  candid 
man  can  deny  that  our  system  of  political  dis- 
abilities is  in  no  way  calculated  to  protect  the 
rights  or  the  property  or  the  life  or  the  lib- 
erty of  any  living  man,  or  in  any  way  practi- 
cally to  prevent  the  evil-disposed  from  doing 
mischief.  Why  do  yon  think  of  granting  any 
amnesty  at  all?  Is  it  not  to  produce  on  the 
popular  mind  at  the  South  a  conciliatory  effect, 
to  quicken  the  germs  of  good  intentions,  to 
encourage  those  who  can  exert  a  baneficial 
influence,  to  remove  the  pretexts  of  ill-feeling 
and  animosity,  and  to  aid  in  securing  to  the 
southern  States  the  blessings  of  good  and  hon- 
est government?  If  that  is  not  your  design, 
what  can  it  be? 

But  if  It  be  this,  if  you  really  do  desire  to 
produce  such  moral  effects,  then  I  entreat  you 
also  to  (ionsider  what  moral  means  you  have  to 
employ  in  order  to  bring  forth  those  moral 
effects  you  contemplate.  If  an  act  of  generous 
statesmanship,  or  of  statesman-like  generosity, 
is  to  bear  full  fruit,  it  should  give  not  as  little 
as  possible,  but  it  should  give  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. You  must  not  do  things  by  halves  if 
you  want  to  produce  whole  results.  You  must 
not  expose  yourself  to  the  suspicion  of  a  nar- 
row-minded desire  to  pinch  off  the  size  of  your 
gift  wherever  there  is  a  chance  for  it,  os  if  you 
were  afraid  you  could  by  any  possibility  give 
too  mnch,  when  giving  more  would  benefit  the 
country  more,  and  when  giving  less  would  de- 
tract from  the  beneficent  effect  of  that  which 
you  do  give. 

Let  me  tell  you  it  is  the  experience  of  all 
civilized  nations  the  world  over,  when  an  am- 
nesty is  to  be  granted  at  all,  the  completest 
amnesty  is  always  tbe  best.  Any  limitation 
you  may  impose,  however  plausible  it  may  seem 
at  flrst  sight,  will  be  calculated  to  take  away 
much  of  the  virtue  of  that  which  is  granted. 
I  entreat  you^  then,  in  the  name  of  the  accu- 
mulated experience  of  history,  let  there  be  an 
end  of  these  bitter  and  useless  and  disturbing 
questions  \  let  the  books  be  finally  closed,  ana 
when  the  subject  is  forever  dismissed  from  our 
discussions  and  our  minds,  we  shall  feel  as 
much  relieved  as  those  who  are  relieved  of 
their  political  disabilities. 

Sir^  I  have  to  say  a  few  words  about  an  ac- 
cusation which  has  been  brought  against  those 
who  speak  in  favor  of  universal  amnesty.  It 
is  the  accusation  resorted  to,  in  default  of 
more  solid  argument,  that  those  who  advise 
amnesty,  especially  universal  amnesty,  do  so 
because  they  have  fallen  in  love  with  the  rebels. 
No,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  for  the  rebels  I  plead. 
We  are  asked,  shall  the  rebellion  go  entirely 
unpunished?  No,  sir,  it  shall  not.  Neither 
do  I  think  that  the  rebellion  has  gone  entirely 
unpunished.  I  ask  you,  had  the  rebels  nothing 
to  lose  but  their  lives  and  their  offices  ?  Look 
at  it.  There  was  a  proud  and  arrogant  aris- 
tocracy planting  their  feet  on  the  necks  of  the 
laboring  people,  and  preteiiding  to  be  the  born 
rulers  of  this  great  Kepublic.  They  looked 
down,  not  only  upon  their  slaves,  but  also  upon 
the  people  of  the  North,  with  the  haughty 
contempt  of  self- asserting  superiority.  When 
their  pretensions  to  rule  us  all  were  first  suc- 
cessfully disputed,  they  resolved  to  destroy 
this  Republic,  and  to  build  up  on  the  corner- 
stone of  slavery  an  empire  of  their  own  in 
which  they  could  hold  absolute  sway.  They 
made  the  attempt  with  the  most  overween- 
ingly  confident  expectation  of  certain  victory. 
Then  came  the  civil  war,  and  after  four  years 
of  struggle  "their  whole  power  and  pride  lay 
shiyereoTto  aioms  at  oar  feet,  their  sons  dead 


by  tens  of  thousands  on  the  battle-fields  of  tfaia 
country,  their  fields  and  their  homea  devas- 
tated, their  fortunes  destroyed  ;  and  more  thaa 
that,  the  whole  social  system  in  which  they 
had  their  very  being,  with  all  their  hopes  and 
pride,  utterly  wiped  out ;  slavery  forererabol- 
isbed,  and  the  slaves  themselves  created  a 
political  power  before  which  they  had  to  bow 
their  heaas,  atid  they,  broken,  mined,  helpl^i 
and  hopeless  in  the  dust  before  those  upoa 
whom  they  had  so  haughtily  looked  down  ti 
their  vassals  and  inferiors.  Sir,  can  it  be 
said  that  the  rebellion  has  gone  entirely  uo- 
punished  ? 

You  may  object  that  the  loy^al  people,  too, 
were  subjected  to  terrible  snfferings ;  tnat  their 
sons,  too,  were  slaughtered  by  tena  of  thoc- 
sands ;  that  the  mourning  of  countless  widows 
and  orphans  is  still  darkening  our  land ;  that 
we  are  groaning  under  terrible  burdens  wbick 
the  rebellion  has  loaded  upon  ns,  and  that 
therefore  part  of  the  punishment  has  fiiUea 
upon  the  innocent.    And  it  is  certainly  true. 

But  look  at  the  difference.  We  issued  firom 
this  great  conflict  as  conquerors;  npon  the 
graves  of  our  slain  we  could  lay  the  wreath 
of  victory;  our  widows  and  orphans,  while 
mourning  the  loss  of  their  dearest,  still  remem- 
ber with  proud  exultation  that  the  blood  of 
their  husbands  and  fathers  was  not  spilled  in 
vain ;  that  it  flowed  for  the  greatest  ana  holier 
and  at  the  same  time  the  most  victorious  of 
causes;  and  when  our  people  labor  in  the 
sweat  of  their  brow  to  pay  tne  debt  which  the 
rebellion  has  loaded  npon  us,  they  do  it  with 
the  proud  consciousness  that  the  heavy  pri^ 
they  have  paid  is  infinitely  overbalanced  by 
the  value  of  the  results  they  have  nioed: 
slavery  abolished ;  the  great  American  Kepub- 
lic purified  of  her  foulest  stain ;  the  American 
people  no  longer  a  people  of  masters  and 
slaves,  but  a  people  of  equal  citizens;  the 
most  dan^rous  element  of  disturbance  and 
disintegration  wiped  out  from  amoni^  ns ;  this 
country  put  upon  the  coarse  of  harmonioes 
development,  greater,  more  beauUfal,  mistier 
than  ever  in  its  self-conscious  power.  And 
thus,  whatever  losses,  whatever  sacrifices, 
whatever  sufferings  we  may  have  endured, 
they  appear  before  us  in  a  blaze  of  glory. 

But  now  do  the  southern  people  stand  there  ? 
All  they  have  sacrificed,  all  ih^  have  lost,  all 
the  blood  thej/h&ve  spilled,  all  the  desolation 
of  their  homes,  all  the  distress  that  stares  them 
in  the  face,  all  the  wreck  and  ruin  fA^  see 
around  them,  all  for  nothing,  all  for  a  wicked 
folly,  all  for  a  disastrous  innituation  ;  the  very 
graves  of  their  slain  nothine  but  monuments 
of  a  shadowy  delusion ;  all  their  former  hopes 
vanished  forever ;  and  the  very  magniloquence 
which  some  of  their  leaders  are  stul  indulcing 
in  nothing  but  a  mocking  illustration  of  their 
utter  discomfiture!  Ah,  sir,  if  ever  human 
efforts  broke  down  in  irretrievable  disaster,  if 
ever  human  pride  was  humiliated  to  the  dust, 
if  ever  human  hopes  were  turned  into  despair, 
there  you  behold  them. 

You  may  say  that  they  deserved  it  all.  Yes, 
but  surely,  sir,  you  cannot  say  that  the  rebel- 
lion has  gone  entirely  unpunished.  Nor  will 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  with  all  his  decla- 
mation (and  I  am  sorry  not  now  to  see  him 
before  me)  make  any  sane  man  believe  that 
had  no  political  disabilities  ever  been  imposed, 
the  history  of  the  rebellion,  as  long  as  the 
memory  of  men  retains  the  recollection  of  ^e 
great  story,  will  ever  encourage  a  future  gen- 
eration to  rebel  a^in,  or  that  if  even  this 
great  example  of  disaster  should  ful  to  extin- 
guish the  spirit  of  rebellion^  his  little  scare- 
crow of  exclusion  from  ofilce  will  be  more 
than  a  thing  to  be  laughed  at  by  little  boys. 

And  yet,  sir,  it  is  certainly  true  that,afUr 
the  close  of  the  war  we  treated  the  rebels  with 
a  generosity  never  excelled  in  the  history  of 
tbe  world.  And  thus  in  advising  a  general 
amnesty  it  is  not  merely  for  the  rebels  I  plf  ad. 
But  I  plead  for  the  good  of  the  country,  which 
in  its  biest  interests  will  be  benefited  by  amnesty 
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just  as  much  as  the  rebels  are  benefited  them- 
seWes,  if  not  more. 

Nay,  sir,  I  plead  also  for  the  colored  people 
of  the  South,  whose  path  will  be  smoothed  by 
a  measure  calculated  to  assuage  Rome  of  the 
prejudices  and  to  disarm  some  of  the  bitter- 
nesses which  still  confront  them;  and  I  am 
sure  that  nothing  better  could  happen  to  them, 
nothing  could  be  more  apt  to  maKe  the  growth 
of  gooa  feeling  between  them  and  the  former 
master-class  easier  than  the  destruction  of  a 
Bystem  which,  by  giving  them  a  political  supe- 
riority, endangers  their  peaceable  enjoyment 
of  equal  rights. 

And  I  may  say  to  my  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  who  knows 
well  how  highly  I  esteem  him,  and  whom  I 
sincerely  honor  for  his  solicitude  concerning 
the  welfare  of  the  lowly,  that  my  desire  to  see 
their  wrongs  righted  is  no  less  sincere  and.no 
less  unhampered  by  any  traditional  prejudice 
than  his;  although  I  will. confess  that  as  to 
the  constitutional  means  to  that  end  we  may 
sometimes  seriously  differ ;  but  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  my  regret  that  this 
measure  should  be  loaded  with  anything  that 
is  not  strictly  germane  to  it,  knowing  as  we 
both  do  that  the  amendment  he  has  proposed 
cannot  secure  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  in 
at  least  one  of  the  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
that  therefore  it  will  be  calculated  to  involve 
this  measure  also  in  the  danger  of  common 
failure.  I  repeat,  it  is  not  merely  for  the 
rebels  I  pleaa ;  it  is  for  the  whole  American 
people,  for  there  is  not  a  citizen  in  the  land 
whose  true  interests,  rightly  understood,  are 
not  largely  concerned  in  every  measure  affect- 
ing the  peace  and  welfare  of  any  State  of  this 
Union. 

Believe  me,  Senators,  the  statesmanship 
which  this  period  of  our  history  demands  is 
not  exhausted  by  high-sounding  declamation 
about  the  greatness  of  the  crime  of  rebellion, 
and  fearful  predictions  as  to  what  is  going  to 
happen  unless  the  rebels  are  punished  with 
sumcient  severity.  We  have  heard  so  much 
of  this  from  some  gentlemen,  and  so  litUe  else, 
that  the  inquiry  naturally  suggests  itself  whether 
this  is  the  whole  compass,  the.  be-all  and  the 
end-all  of  their  political  wisdom  and  their  polit- 
ical virtue;  whether  it  is  really  their  opinion 
that  the  people  of  the  South  maybe  plundered 
with  impunity  by  rascals  in  power,  that  the  sub-' 
stance  of  those  States  may  be  wasted,  that  their 
credit  maybe  ruined,  that  their  prosperity  may 
he  blighted,  that  their  future  may  be  blasted, 
that  the  poison  of  bad  feeling  may  still  be 
kept  working  where  we  might  do  something 
to  aaeaage  its  effects;  that  the  people  may  lose 
more  and  more  their  faith  in  the  efficiency  of 
self-government  and  of  republican  institutions; 
that  all  this  may  happen,  and  we  look  on  com* 
placently,  if  we  can  only  continue  to  keep  ft 
thorn  in  the  side  of  our  late  enemies,  and  to 
demonstrate  again  and  again,  as  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  it^  our  disapprpbation  of  the 
crime  of  rebellion? 

Sir,  such  appeals  as  these,  which  we  have 
heard  so  frequently,  may  be  well  apt  to  tickle 
the  ear  of  an  Unthinking  multitude.  Bat  un- 
less I  am  grievously  in  error,  the  peo]:^e  of  the 
United  States  are  a  multitude  not  unthinking.. 
The  American  people  are  fast  becoming  aware 
that  great  as  the  crime  of  rebellion  is,  there 
are  other  villainies  beside  it ;  that  moch  as  it 
may  deserve  punishment  there  are  other  evils 
flagrant  enough  to  demand  energetic  correc- 
tion, that  the  remedy  for  such  evils  does 
after  all  not  consist  in  the  maintenance  of 
political  disabilities,  and  that  it  would  be  well 
to  look  behind  those  vociferous  demonstra- 
tions of  exclusive  and  austere  patriotism  to 
see  what  abuses  and  faults  of  policy  they  are 
to  cover,  and  what  rotten  sores  they  are  to  dis- 
guise. The  American  people  are  fiut  begin- 
ning to  perceive  that  good  and  honest  govern- 
ment in  the  South,  as  well  as  throughout  the 
whole  country,  restoring  a  measurable  degree  of 
coxj^dence  and  contentment,  will  do  infinitely 


more  to  revive  t^e  loyalty  and  a  heltltby 
national  spirit,  than  keeping  alive  the  resent- 
ments of  the  past  by  a  useless  degradation  of 
certain  classes  of  persons ;  and  that  we  shall  fail 
to  do  bur  duty  unless  we  use  every  means  to  con- 
tribute our  shaire  to  that  end.  And  those,  I 
apprehend,  expose  themselves  to  grievous  dis- 
appointment who  still  think  that  by  dinning 
again  and  a^in  in  the  ears  of  the  people  the 
Old  battle-cries  of  the  civil  war,  they  can  befog 
the  popular  mind  as  to  the  true  requirements 
of  the  times,  and  overawe  and  terrorize  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  couutry. 

Sir,  I  am  coming  to  a  close.  One  word 
more.  We  have  heard  protests  here  aeainst 
amnesty  as  a  measure  intended  to  make  us 
forget  the  past  and  to  obscure  and  confuse  our 
moral  appreciation  of  the  great  events  of  our 
history.  «o,  sir;  neither  would  I  have  the 
past  forgotten,  with  its  great  experiences  and 
teachings.  Let  the  memory  of  the  grand 
uprising  for  the  integrity  of  the  Republic  :  let 
those  heroic  deeds  and  sacrifices  before  which 
the  power  of  slavery  <frumbled  into  dust,  be 
forever  held  in  proud  and  sacred  remembrance 
by  the  American  people.  Let  it  never  be  for- 
gotten, as  I  am  sure  it  never  can  be  forgotten, 
that  the  American  Union,  supported  oy  her 
faithful  children,  can  never  be  undermined  by 
any  conspiracy  ever  so  daring,  nor  overthrown' 
by  any  array  of  enemies  ever  so  formidable. 
Let  the  great  achievements  of  our  struggle  for 
national  existence  be  forever  a  source  of  loHy 
inspiration  to  our  children  and  children's 
children. 

But  surely,  sir,  I  think  no  generous  resolu- 
tion on  our  part  will  mar  the  luster  of  those 
memories,  nor  will  it  obliterate  from  the 
southern  mind  the  overwhelming  experience 
that  he  who  raises  his  hand  against  the  majesty 
of  this  Republic  is  doomed  to  disastrous 
humiliation  and  ruin.  I  would  not  have  it 
forgotten ;  and,  indeed,  that  experience  is  so 
indelibly  written  upon  the  southern  country 
that  nothing  can  wipe  it  out. 

But,  sir,  as  the  people  of  the  North  and  of 
the  South  must  live  together  as  one  people, 
and  as  they  must  be  bound  together  by  the 
bonds  of  a  common  national  feeling,  I  ask  you, 
will  it  not  be  well  for  us  so  to  act  toat  the  his- 
tory of  our  great  civil  conflict,  which  cannot  be 
forgotten,  can  neither  be  remembered  by  south- 
ern men  without  finding  in  its  closing  chap- 
ter this  irresistible  assurance :  that  we,  their 
conquerors^  meant  to  be,  and  were  afler  all,  not 
their  enemies,  but  their  friends  ?  When  the 
southern  people  con  over  the  distressing  cata- 
logue of  the  misfortunes  they  have  brought 
upon  themselves,  will  it  not  be  well,  will  it  not 
be  **  devoutly  to  be  wished  **  for  our  common 
future,  if  at  the  end  of  that  catalogue  they  find 
an  act  which  will  force  every  fair* minded  man 
in  the  South  to  say  of  the  northern  people, 
"When  we  weJre  at  war  they  inflicted  upon  us 
the  severities  of  war;  but  when  the  contest 
bad  closed  and  they  found  us  prostrate  before 
them,  grievously  suffering,  surrounded  bv  the 
most  perplexing  difficulties  and  on  the  brink 
of  new  disasters,  they  promptly  swept  all  the 
resentments  of  the  past  out  of  their  way  arid 
stretched  out  their  hands  to  us  with  the  very 
fullest  measure  of  generosity^  anxious,  eager 
to  lift  us  up  from  our  prostration?" 

Sir,  will  not  this  do  something  to  dispel 
those  mists  of  error  and  prejudice  which  arc 
still  clouding  the  southern  mind?  I  ask  again, 
win  it  not  be  well  to  add  to  the  sad  memories 
of  the  past  which  forever  will  live  in  their 
minds,  this  cheering  experience,  so  ap6  to  pre- 
pare them  for  the  harmony  of  a  better  and 
common  future? 

No,  sir ;  I  would  not  have  the  past  forgotten, 
but  I  would  have  its  history  completed  and 
crowned  by  a,n  act  most  worthy  of  a  great, 
noble,  and  wise  people.  By  all  the  means 
which  we  have  in  our  hands,  I  would  make 
even  those  who  have  sinned  against  this  Repub- 
lic see  in  its  flag|  not  the  symbol  of  their  last- 
ing degradation,  but  of  rights  equal  to  all;  I 


would  make  them  feel  in  their  hearts  that  in 
its  good  and  evil  fortunes  their  rights  and 
interests  are  bound  up  judt  as  ours  are,  and 
that  therefore  its  peace,  its  welfare,  its  honor, 
and  its  greatness  may  and  ought  to  be  as  dear 
to  them  as  they  are  to  us. 

I  do  not,  indeed,  indulge  in  the  delusion  that 
this  act  alone  will  remedy  all  the  evils  which 
\*e  no^  deplore.  No,  it  will  not ;  but  it  will 
be'a  powerful  appeal  to  the  very  best  instincts 
and  impulses  of  human  nature;  it  will,  like 
a  warm  ray  of  sunshine  in  spring-time,  quicken 
and  call  to  light  the  ^crms  of  good  ihteUtion 
wherever  they  exist;  it  will  give  new  courage, 
confidence,  and  inspiration  to  the  well-dis- 
posed ;  it  will  weaken  the  power  of  the  mis- 
chievous, by  stripping  of  their  pretexts  and 
exposine  in  their  nakedness  the  wicked  designs 
they  still  may  cherish ;  it  will  light  anew  the 
beneficent  glow  of  fraternal  feeling  and  of 
national  spirit;  for,  sir,  your  good  sense  as 
well  as  your  heart  must  tell  you  that,  when  this 
is  truly  a  people  of  citizens  equal  in  their 
political  rights,  it  will  then  be  easier  to  tnake 
it  also  a  people  of  brothers. 

Mr.  NYE  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  •  Will,  my  friend  allow 
me  one  moment  ? 

Mr.  NYE.     Certainly. 

APFOETIONMBMT  OF  EBPSS8BHTATITEB. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  desire  to  bring  to  the 
Senate  knowledge  of  a  fact  connected  with  the 
apportionment  bill  passed  on  yesterday.  There 
was  upon  the  report  of  the  Judicial  Commit- 
tee introduced  into  that  bill  an  amendment 
providing  for  cases  in  which  States  might 
abridge  the  elective  franchise,  and  by  an  error 
in  the  amendment  the  wrong  section  of  the 
article  of  the  Constitution  was  referred  ta,  sec- 
tion one,  and  not  section  two,  as  was  intended. 
Befbre  this  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
House,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred in,  and  I  bring  the  fact  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Senate,  in  order  that  if  it  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate  the  Honse  may  be  re- 
quested to  return  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  we  have 
not  been  informed  of  the  concurrence  of  the 
House.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  incumbent  dpon 
the  Senate  rather  than  irpon  the  Honse  to  make 
the  request  to  take  the  action  necessary  to  cor- 
rect the  error  because' we  fell*  in td  the  Terror 
here.  I  have  before  me  the  provision  of  the 
bill,  as  it  stands  reported  in  Aie  Globe,  and 
I  have  inquired  ana  find  that  it  is  so  in  the 
original  bill.  It  refers  to  article  fourteen,  sec- 
tion one,  of  the  Constitution.  The  reference 
intended  to  be  made  was  to  article  fourteen, 
section  two,  of  the  Constitution.  In  the  absence 
of  some  better  suggestion,  I  move  that  the 
House  be  requesteoto  return  this  bill,  nehen  I 
suppose  the  error  being  merely  hteral  and 
accidental  can  be  c6rreoted  in  a  moment,  and 
the  bill  sent  back  to  the  House,  when  a  recon- 
currence  can  take  place  at  once. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
practice  in  Congress  has  been,  bnt  it  strikes 
me  that  unless  the  practice  has  be^  settled 
in  accordance  with  the  motion  made  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York  be  proposes  a  prac- 
tice that  is  ii^admissible.  We  can  certainly 
ask  the  House  to  send  us  back  a  bill  when  the 
House  has  not  concurred  in  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Senate,  ^atis  to  say,  at  anytime 
before  the  action  of  the  House  is  complete, 
and  then  we  may  make  corrections;  but  after 
both  Houses  have  acted  on  the  bill,  and  after 
their  action  is  complete,  if  there  be  any  error 
in  it,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  must  be  corrected 
by  another  bill  or  resolution. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  a  ratoment? 

Mr.  THtJBMAN.  I  shall  be  through  in  a 
sragle  moment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  want  at  that  point  to 
make  a  suggestion  to  the  Senator  if  he  will 
allow  me.  i  have  no  doubt  the  Senator  would 
be  quite  right  if  he  or  I  knew,  if  the  Senate 
knew,  that  the  Honse  had  concurred  in  the 
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amendment.    There  is  but  odq  waj  19  ifbic}» 
we  can  know  that  fact^— 

Mr.  TH  URM AN.  I  was  jost  going  to  ipe^k 
oftbatTenr  thing. 

Mr.  C0NKLIN6.  And  we  have  not  been 
apprised  of  it.  Perhaps  I  transcended  some- 
what M^e  rales  of  the  bodj  by  referring  so  far 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  other  House ;  but  ^ 
I  was  informed  of  it  bj  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
I  m^j  perhaps  without  impropriety  add  that  I 
was  informea  also  that  it  was  brought  to  the 
knowMge  of  the  House  too  late  to  correct  it 
therei  and  tnat  there  would  be  an  abstinence 
for  awhile  from  informing  the  Senate  of  the 
fact  that  the  Housq  had  concurred,  to  the  end 
that  we  rnigh^  call  attention  to  it  \n  this  way. 

Mr.  THUI^MAN.  We  might  as  well  get  at 
th^  real  facts  first  as  last.  It  is  true  we  have 
not  been  officially  informed  (hat  the  House 
has  eoncurred  in  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Senate ;  but  if  the  House  were  to  send  bi^ck 
the  bill,  it  ought  at  the  same  time  to  commun- 
icate its  action  upon  that  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  any  Senator  would  have  the  right  to  ^k 
the  Senate  in  sending  a  message  to  Uie  House 
requesting  the  return  of  a  billalso  to  request 
the  House  to  state  whether  any  action  had 
taken  place  iu  die  Houafe  on  that  bill,  so  that 
we  might  act  with  knowledge  of  what  lUd  been 
done  iu  the  House,  so  that  ultimately  the  fact 
would  oome  befi>re  the  Senate  and  be  before 
the  SoQAte  that  the  House  had  fusted  on  the 
bilL  We  ipight  as  well  loo]^  at  it,  therefore,  in 
that  view  at  once,  before  passing  any  such 
resplgtien  as  this.  If  the  resolution  U  oimply 
negatory  wnen  we  get  all  the  facts  before  us, 
thiei^  we  need  not  pass  the  resolution.  It  is 
not  the  right  way  to  correct  the  error.  As  I 
SMd  ))efore,  I  do  not  know  wh^t  the  pniotice 
is,  but  it  strikes  me,  reflecting  upon  it  for  a 
moment.  M  undoubtedly  true  that  where  both 
Houses  navp  acted  upon  ^  bill  so  that  they  are, 
so  \q  ipeti^}^!  functus  qffiao,  the  bill  cannot  be 
retorof  4  to  either  House  and  corrected,  but 
must  be  corrected  by  a  subsequent  bill. 

Mr.  POMGBOY.  J  anppose  it  would  be  in 
order,  if  necessaryi  to  move  U>  reconsider. 
Anjr  person  voting  with  the  msgority  oould 
move  to  reconsider  that  vote. 

Mr.  T9m  AMAN.  That  should  be  done  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  pOMEROT.  It  i^  in  order  here,  I 
take  it* 

The  VICE  PEESIDENT.  It  is  in  order 
here,  but  it  must  also  be  accompanied,  by  the 
usage  of  Uie  Senate,  with  a  request  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  return  the  bill,  as 
the  bil}  itself  must  be  here  when  the  motion  to 
reconsider  is  ^ted  upon.  The  motion  is  enter- 
t^ned  under  reserve,  it  may  be  stated,  coupled 
with  a  resolution  asking  the  House  to  return 
the  bill|  Ao  that  the  actual  bill  itself  can  be  in 
possession  of  the  body,  so  that  it  can  be  Wd 
on  thjB  table  if  thev  desire. 

Mr.  THUBMAi).  This  is  >he  question  I 
wish  to  submit  to  the  Chair :  if  ^  motion  be 
made  to  reconsider,  and  coupled  with  that  a 
resolution  to  send  ^  message  to  tim  Souse 
requesting  the  return  of  the  bill,  and  it  appear 
upon  the  return  of  the  bill  by  the  messiige  of 
the  Qoi»e  tb^t  t|ie  House  hA9  ^ted  on  the 
bin,  I  jiuomU  th^t  that  destroyv  the  ntotion  to 
jreconsidcr* 

Mr.  PONKUNQ.  That  question  \»  not 
here. 

Mr.  THUEMAN.  But  it  would  be  here. 
Suppose  the  bill  h^d  been  signed  by  the  rres- 
idejft,  would  «  motion  to  reconsider  be  of  any 
avaU  ^thoMgh  made  wit]^n  twenty-four  hours? 
Manifestly  not.  Thp  error  can  only  be  cor- 
rected by.  flffubs^uenit  bill.  V09  n)«y  milce 
your  motion  to  reconsider  within  twenty* tour 
hoars,  »nd  if  the  bill  has  not  p|ks}l^d  the  other 
House,  that  is  all  very  well ;  but  jdT  the  bill  has 
pasfed  th^  othipr  House,  it  if  jusf  precisely,  so 
^ur  as  the  inotion  to  reconsider  ia  concerned, 
as  if  it  had  received  the  signature  of  the  Pres- 
ident. 

Mr.  CONELING.    Let  the  Chair  rule. 


The  yiCE  PRESIDENT.  As  fte  bill  itself 
is  not  before  uie  Senate,  the  Chkir  does  not 
know  whether  tne  Senator  from  Ohio  desires 
him  to  f tate  wh^t  the  usftge  niM  been,  and  it 
is  not  his  wish  to  intrude  bis  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  THURMAK.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
usage  has  l^nj  and  therefore  t  regard  it  as 
rc$_tnUgra, 

llie  VICE  PRESIDENT,  ^e  Senator  does 
not  understand  the  Chiur,  The  Chair  does  not 
propose  to  expre^  an  opinion  on  the  su^ect 
unless  the  Senator  desires  an  answer  to  his 
question,  as  the  Senate  is  not  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  have  a  discuf§ion  on  a  point  of  order 
if  that  9hould  arise.  The  Chslr  will  answer 
the  Senator,  if  he  desires  it,  fis  sever^  cases 
have  occurred  previously. 

Mr.  THQRMAN.  As  at  present  advised,  I 
shall  vote  iigaiost  this  motion.  If  the  Chair  is 
of  opinion  and  the.  Senate  is  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  of  any  use,  that  the  error  could  be 
corrected  by  sending  back  the  bill,  that  might 
influence  my  vote;  and  therefore  I  should  oe 
glad  to  know  what  the  parliamentary  law  if. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
answer  the  Senator.  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatifes  several  times  within  his  recollection, 

Eerhaps  at  no  time  in  the  Senate,  errors  have 
een  discovered  in  the  numbering  of  sections 
of  bills,  where  a  certain  section  was  referred 
to,  which,  by  a  change  in  the  numbering  of  the 
sections;  proved  to  be  an  entirelv  different  sec- 
tion from  the  one  contemplated  in  the  refer- 
ence, where  the  bill  had  passed  to  what  prob- 
ably is  the  present  atage  of  thia  bill,  find 
requests  have  been  made  to  \i^Ye  the  bill  re- 
turned. If  this  bill  is  returned  with  any  mes- 
sage from  the  House  of  Representatives  stat- 
ing that  they  have  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment, that  of  course  will  put  a  different  face 
upon  the  matter.  It  is  a  comitv  between  the 
two  Houses  when  one  I}ouse  asks  the  other  to 
return  a  bill  to  do  so ;  they  have,  as  far  as 
the  Chair  knows,  alwi^y^  returned  it.  It  is 
then  within  the  possession  of  the  body. 

Mr.  THtJRMAN.  I  wish  to  suggest  tQ  the 
Chair  this  difficulty :  suppose  the  House  returns 
the  bill  without  any  message  at  all,  and  the  Sen- 
ate thereupon  proceeds  to  correct  this  clerical 
error,  and  the  bill  is  then  sent  back  to  the  House, 
what  is  the  House  to  do  with  the  bill?  The 
House  has  already  passed  it :  \t  has  nothing  to 
do  with  it  farther,  and  the  bill  as  it  passed  the 
House  is  different  from  the  bill  which  we  ulti- 
mately send  back  to  the  House.  It  seems  to 
me  if  this  precise  case  has  not  been  decided 
we  had  better  not  make  such  a  precedent  as  it 
would  make. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
answer  this  question.  The  Senator  h^  a  right 
to  object,  and  if  he  objects  the  resolution  can- 
not be  considered  to-di^.  Like  all  other  res- 
olutions it  must  lie  oyer  one  day.  If  the  House 
of  Representatives  returns,  on  the  application 
of  the  Senate,  this  bill  to  the  Senate,  it  lies  on 
the  Senate  table,  and  the  ^ouse  of  Represent- 
atives, the  coordinate  branch  of  the  legisla- 
tive department  of  the  Government,  under- 
stands that  it  is  spbject  to  the  rules  ^f  the 
Senate  which  i^lows  theqn  to  reconsider  it 
within  two  davs  after  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
If  they  should,  however,  decline  to  return  it, 
that  of  course  will  end  the  question.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  objects,  as  the  Chair  under- 
stands. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  In  order  that  the  presi- 
dents may  be  looked  to,  i^nd  in  order  that  we 
may  have  some  reflection  npon  it,  I  do  object 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
objects,^  and  the  resolutioni  ^lerefore,  cannot 
be  considered  to-day. 

Mr.  POMBROY.  In  order  that  it  may  not 
be  too  late  to-morrow,  I  enter  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  the  apportionment  bill. 
Whtle  the  motion  cannot  be  acted  upon,  it 
should  be  entered  co-day, 

Mr.  CONKLINa.    I  take  it  for  granted  the  1 


Chfdr  deems  my  motion  made,  and  as  ljii| 
over  on  objection  until  to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  doe 
not  know  how  the  motion  to  recooaider  cat 
be  entered  on  the  Journal  when  the  biQ  is  Lot 
here.    It  cannot  be. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  If  that  motion  cannot  bt 
entered,  the  resolution  asking  the  Hooae  to 
return  the  bill  can  be  enter^  to-daj  and  lie 
over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CONELING.  That  the  Chair  decfas 
done  already,  I  take  it 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiJ 
read  the  rule : 


«<« 


20.  When  a  quMtion  has  been  made  and  etniW 
in  the  afirmatite  or  nefative.  whether  pnwitomtj 
reeoniidertd  or  not,  it  inall  b«  in  order  for  aay  Bm- 
ator  of  the  maioritj  to  move  for  the  reoonsideratk« 
thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  reoonaideratioa  of 
aB7  vote  iball  be  in  order  after  the  bill,  reeolstiaa. 
me«ace,  report,  amendment,  or  motion  opoa  whicb 
the  vote  wn  taken  shall  have  rone  out  of  the  yet- 
•enlon  of  the  Senate,  annonnoinc  their  deeinM. 
except  a  resolatton  eonftrming  or  rejeetins  a  nom- 
ination  by  the  President:  nor  shall  any  ukotieB  far 
reconsideration  be  in  order,  nnlea  made  oa  tU 
same  day  on  which  the  vote  was  taken,  or  withia  tht 
two  next  days  of  actual  session  of  the  Senate  tkan- 
after ;  bat  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  rote  npon  a  aon- 
ination  shall  always,  if  the  resolntion  aDooaadas 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  has  been  sent  to  the 
President,  be  accompanied  by  a  message  reqaeHiBt 
the  President  to  return  the  same  to  the  Senate." 

The  motion  to  reconsider  upon  an  exec* 
ntive  nomination  can  be  made  witkont  the 
message  itself  being  in  the  poeaenaioo  of  the 
Senate,  that  is,  where  the  confimmtioo  wmf 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  Preaident ;  bet  a 
bill  or  resolution  cannot  be  reconsidered  or  a 
motion  to  reconsider  entered  withoot  ita  beac 
in  the  possession  of  the  Senate  itself^  aad 
therefore  such  a  motion  haa  alwnya  been 
aeoompanied  with  a  motion  thnt  the  other 
House  be  requested  to  return  the  bill  to  the 
Senate 

Mr.  CONELING.  WiU  the  Chair  indnlga 
me  in  a  question? 

The  VlCB  PRESIDENT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  my  modon,  then,  ia 
the  proper  form  to  lie  over  until  to-morrow? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thiaki 
it  is.  The  Chair  has  heard  no  objection  to 
the  motion  being  made,  except  to  itt  consid- 
eration this  day. 

IMPORTATION  OF  MAOHINKRT. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  submitted  the  (oUowiag 
report: 

The  oommitteeof  conference  on  the  iHssireetas 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  of  the  fioaae  (SI 
R.  No.  1062}  to  admit  certain  machinery  imported 
from  foreign  countries  freeofdaty.  havias  met,afUr 
Aill  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  reeommead. 
fnd  do  recommend,  to  their  respective  Hooses  ss 
follows: 

That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  ftnt  amendment  of  the  Senate  and  acree  to  the 
some. 

The  House  not  agreeing  to  the  second  amoDdaeat 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  recommended  that  the  seooad 

section  be  atiiokenoat. 

JOHN  SHERMAN. 

WILLIAM  prKBtLoee, 

QEORGB  GOLDTHWAlfS. 

Manaown  0%  |A«  part  e^fAe  Strnmit, 
HORACE  MAYNAED. 
M.  G.  KBRR, 
L.  A.  SHELDON. 

MtMOMnon  tM€pari  VlAc  Bmut. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheSenntewiU 
have  obaevvedtheracommendatioo  of  theooo- 
ference  report  in  regard  to  the  aeeood  eeotion 
of  thif  biU.  The  queation  ia,  wiU  the  SenaU 
eonour  in  the  report  ? 

The  report  waa  eoncorred  in. 

HOUSB  BILLS  RBriREBD. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives were  read  twice  by^  their  titles 
and  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1821)  to  reUeve  the  per- 
son therein  named  from  legal  and  political 
disabilities; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1822)  to  relieve  certaio 
citizens  01  Georna  from  political  disabilities ; 

A.  bill  (H.  R.1^o.  1825)  to  remove  the  dis- 
abilities of  certain  persons  therein  named ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1826)  to  reUeve  the  poUt- 


1872. 


THE  CONGRBSSIOKAt  OLOBE. 


705 


ical  disabililtra  of  certain  persons  thereiti 
ufMned. 

The  bill  <H«  R.  No.  1824)  to  create  an  addi^ 
tiooal  land  distritt  in  the  State  of  Minnesota 
^vraa  read  twice  bf  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Oonmittoe  on  Poblic  Lajaids. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  619)  appropriating  money 
Tor  the  purchase  of  a  anitable  site,  and  erect- 
ing a  boilding  thereon,  in  the  city  6f  St  Louis, 
Missouri,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  <i 
custom-house,  post  office,  atid  otheb  Federal 
offices,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  fiuilding;8  and 
Grounds. 

The  bill  fH.  R.  No.  1S80)  to  amend  the 
thirty-secona  section  of  an  act  entitled  **  An 
act  to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  fbr  other  pur- 
poses,** approved  July  14, 18Y0,  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Cotumittee  on 
Finance. 

POLITICAt.  DiSABaiTlKS. 

The  Senate  reaamed  the  consi^eratioa  iif 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  380)  for  the  renofal  of 
le^  and  political  disabilities  iespoaed  hy  the 
third  section  of  the  fourteenth  artiolo  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Conatitutipn  of  the  United  StaAM. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  [Jtfr.  Nye]  Is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  yield 
a  moment,  so  that  I  may  ofer  aa  amendmeat 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  not 
now  in  a  condiiioa  to  be  amended,  as  the 
pending  motioo  is  to  postpone  the  pceeeut 
and  all  other  orders  to  consider  another  bill, 
flmd  that  motioB  has  priority  of  a  motion  to 
amend. 

Mr.  NYE.   Mr.  President,  I  shall  detain  the 
Senate  but  a  few  moments ;  and  I  should  not 
trespass  (ot  even  the  few  moments  that  I  now 
propose  to  occupy  on  the  attentkm  ofihe  Sen- 
ate but  for  ^e  honorable  assignment  of  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Missouri,  who,  if 
I  understand  him  eorreeily,  charges  any  one 
who  propose*  to  oppose  this  bill  with  want  of 
atatesmaaship  and  good  Judgment,    i  am  WfH- 
iDjg  to  Sake  the  prescription  of  my  honorable 
friend.    He  seems  to  have  discovered  t^at 
hefieloforeundiseevered  ours  for  sill  of  the*  evil 
that  has  grown  «ut  ef  this  rebelliofi,  and  h^ 
chides  the  statesmen  of  the  past  and  those  now 
living  wieh  a  waui  of  that  clear-sightedness, 
that  big-beartedness,  and  theee  clear  v4ewi 
w^ich  taey  oaghl  to  have  posieseed.    It  has 
remained  for  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
fumri,  in  this  great  medieinal  application  which 
he  has  made,  to  discover  the  real  political 
condurango  that  is  to  cure  all  our  evils  andaU 
our  woes.     [Lao|^ter. }    **  If  any  of  you  have 
been  sick  of  the  rebellion  in  the  past,  come 
bathe  io  the  waters  of  this  medicine  which  I 
now  produce.    If  yon  have  been  rebels  up  to 
the  present  tisne,  oooM  dip  your  finder  in  the 
troubled  waters  of  this  troobled  spring  which 
I  bring  from  the  sources  of  my  brain;**  or, 
in  a  word,  take  the  political   cundurango. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  President,  I  may  not  be  as  fine*8pun 
in  theory  as  my  friend ;  but  I  think  I  have 
observed  as  much  about  this  rebellion,  and 
know  as  much  about  the  history  of  my  coun- 
try, and  feel  as  deeply  in  her  behalf^  as  he 
can  feel,  fbr  I  was  born  to  this  inheritance. 
Those  points  I  shall  not  yield.  I  submit, 
therefore,  whether  it  is  becoming  in  the  hon- 
orable Sentttor  fVom  Missouri  to  charge  all 
those  who  have  handled  this  mighty  subject 
from  the  day  the  sword  was  sheathed  to  the 
present  time  with  a  want  of  consideration 
and  of  magnanimity  in  their  action.  Sir, 
who  has  striven  harder  night  and  day  than 
he  who  sot  here  by  my  side  until  a  few  days 
before  he  died,  and  whose  gray  hairs  were 
made  white  by  labor  and  toil,  by  his  men- 
tal exertions,  his  anxious  days  and  sleepless 
nights?  I  refer  to  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michi- 
gan ;  aud  I  etaod  here  to  say  that  he  was  not 
wanting  in  statesmanship,  in  magnanimity, 
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or  in  noble  generosity.  In  either  respect  he 
would  compare  well  with  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator firom  Missouri,  or  any  other  Senator  on 
this  fbor. 

Bat,  sir,  the  fttrot  seems  to  be  so  great, 
and  the  tendency  so  universal,  to  be  magnani- 
mous, as  to  forget  even  the  common  safeguards 
that  should  be  thrown  around  government,  or 
around  a  man's  own  personal  business.  Sir, 
suppose  your  servant  had  applied  a  torch  to 
your  dwelling  and  wrapped  it  in  a  flame  that 
was  almost  Inextinguisnabte,  and  you  and 
3rOur  family  by  chance  only  escaped.  He  is 
arraigned  the  ne&t  day  and  found  guilty  of 
arson.  Suppose  you  were  to  eo  into  court  aud 
beg  that  he  be  discharged  and  restored  to  his 
former  place,  that  vou  would  rebuild  a  struc- 
ture for  him  to  apply  a  new  torch  to.  Why, 
sir,  you  would  have  a  commrssion  of  lunacy 
upon  you. 

What  have  these  men  done,  in  a  word?  I 
remember  as  keenly  as  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  can,  i^hile  they  sat  on  guard 
here  as  watchmen  upon  the  towers  to  sound 
the  idarm  whenever  danger  approached,  they 
were' plotting  for  the  overthrow  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. That  is  eternal  history,  and  thev 
did  It  over  a  monument  of  perjury  with  which 
their  very  souls  were  charged.  But,  says  my 
friend  from  Missouri,  '*be  magnanimous.** 
Whv,  sir,  when  the  flames  of  your  house  were 
exifnguished  there  was  a  remnant  of  it  lefc ; 
and  so  it  was  here.  These  men  attempted  to 
tear  down  this  edifice.  They  applied  the 
torch  to  the  gamer  in  which  were  garnered 
the  hope^of  the  present  and  the  future  of  this 
worid.  Tkej  pretended  to  stand  on  guard 
with  their  swords  drawn  for  its  defense,  and 
yet  with  purposes  blacker  than  midnight,  and 
with  purposes  fraught  with  destruction,  they 
sought  to  tear  down  the  very  temple  of  liberty 
itself.  Who  stands  here  to  deny  it?  Nobody. 
Who  stands  here  to  defend  it?  Nobody  but 
the  plausible  theory  of  m^  friend  from  Mis- 
soun  that  it  is  a  light  afiair.  Sir,  with  me  it 
is  an  affinir  of  so  much  moment  that  I  will 
not  vote  for  the  proposition,  and  now  I  am  to 
defend  myself  before  a  world  convinced  by 
my  own  people  of  that  theory,  and  I  stand  here 
prepared  to  do  it. 

My  friend  rives  the  instance  of  General 
Longstreet.  He  was  the  first  to  repent,  and 
I  would  be  as  magnanimous  as  anybody  to  a 
repentant  sinner ;  out  how  has  he  been  treated 
down  there?  He  has  been  worse  tabooed  than 
the  veriest  Yankee  from  Maine ;  worse  treated 
than  thoujgh  he  had  been  in  the  Federal  Armv 
from  the  inception  of  the  rebellion.  Though 
his  sins  were  as  red  as  scarlet  I  ^lory  that  we 
had  the  power  to  make  them  white  as  snow. 
What  did  he  do?  He  said  that  he  had  done 
wrong,  and  wanted  to  be  forgiven ;  that  he 
had  forfeited  his  lifb  and  every  privilege  that 
his  country  had  given  to  him,  protection, 
and  everything  else.  He  said:  *'Here  am  I, 
that  stalked  fcmiin  my  majesty  to  destroy  this 
Government;  I  repent  it,  in  my  soul.'*  How 
was  he  treated  at  toe  South  ?  I  repeat,  worse 
than  those  who  belonged  to  the  Federal  Army, 
as  did  mv  friend  from  Missouri. 

Sir,  I  look  at  the  spirit  of  this  thing  a  little, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  be  taken  from  the  spirit 
by  the  beautiml  letter  and  the  fine-spun  the- 
orv  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri. 
What  was  the  spirit  manifested  by  these  peo- 
ple? Were  they  contrite  ?  Were  they  sorry 
ror  the  offenses  they  had  committed?  I  will 
go  as  ^r  to  forgive  as  the  bonorable  Senator 
from  Missouri.  Thousands  of  them  have  been 
fot^g^ven  here.  Whv  ?  Because  they  asked  to 
be  foirpven,  and  I  have  never  voted  against 
forgiving  any  man  who  has  asked  for  forgive- 
ness here.  To  refuse  to  do  that  would  be  to 
close  the  door  to  repentance,  which  I  do  not 
desire  to  do. 

But  what  is  the  spirit  manifested?  The 
arms  of  the  rebellion  were  conquered  at  Appo- 
mattox, but  the  spirit  of  the  rebellion  is  now 
as  rifii  as  it  ever  was.    What  mean  these  mid- 


nirht  assassins  prowling  all  over  that  country? 
^Vhat  means  the  cry  of  murder  as  it  comes  on 
every  breeze  that  is  wafted  from  the  South? 
What  means  the  noise  of  the  lash  there?  It 
means  simply  this:  that  tbe  spirit  of  rebellion 
is  as  rife  there  today  as  it  was  in  the  very  bour 
of  the  hottest  of  the  strife  of  the  rebellion. 
That  is  to  mc  a  language  which  1  cannot  mis- 
understand while  1  fail  to  comprehend  the 
fine-spun  logic  of  mv  frieud  from  Missouri. 
Are  they  penitent?  Why  slaughter  negroes? 
Are  they  penitent?  Why  refuse  negroes  the 
privilege  of  citizenship?  I  tell  you  it  is  that 
spirit  to  which  my  friend  gave  the  best  name 
1  ever  heard — the  spirit  of  anarchy,  that  will 
only  die  with  the  individual  subjects  of  rebel- 
liou.  And  so  far  as  1  am  concerned,  thev  have 
got  to  browse  upon  these  outer  fields  till  they 
are  sorry  enough  for  their  offenses,  and  ask 
forgiveness,  or  until  their  hair  is  as  long  as 
Nebuchadnezzar*  s. 

Now,  my  friend  says  '^  that  is  not  statesman- 
like ;  that  will  not  do  *,  it  is  not  the  spirit  of 
our  republican  institutions.**  Who  has  given 
him  power  above  all  other  men  to  teacn  us 
what  is  the  spirit  of  republican  institutions? 
Who  has  given  my  friend  the  pilotage  of  this 
great  ship  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others?  What 
lens  does  he  look  through  that  peers  more 
nicely  into  the  future  than  others  who  look  as 
anxiously  as  he  ?  No^  1  tell  my  friend  that  he 
will  find  that  his  logic  is  misapplied,  and  what 
he  asserts  as  a  truth  will  be  disproved  e*erthe 
moon  fills  her  hOrn  twelve  times  more.  They 
fought  for  the  rebellion  for  political  ascend- 
ency. They  are  fighting  for  it  yet,  over  count- 
less graves  and  lacerated  bodies. 

Now,  when  they  stop  scourging  negroes, 
when  they  stop  whipping  school-mistresses, 
when  they  stop  driving  out  school- masters, 
when  they  stop  torching  the  school-houses, 
when  they  stop  making  night  hideous  with 
their  masks  and  disguises  on,  I  may  think 
they  are  fit  subjects  for  forgiveness,  and  not 
till  then ;  and  my  brother  Senator^  or  whoever 
acta  upon  a  different  hvpothesis  than  that,  will 
find  himself  in  the  end  disappointed. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  we  have  given  to  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  these  people  the  rieht 
to  vote  and  to  hold  office.  What  has  been  toe 
return?  Not  a  man  that  has  come  un  from 
there  but  comes  as  full  of  the  spirit  as  ne  was 
before  the  rebellion.  But  my  iriend  says  that 
they  have  terrible  bad  governments  down  there, 
and  in  order  to  help  them  out  locally  he  wants 
to  give  this  cundurango.  As  I  understand  it 
now,  every  one  of  them  can  vote,  and  1  want 
to  ask  my  honorable  friend  from  Missouri  if 
there  have  not  been  enoueh  forgiven  to  hold 
the  offices  there  now?  He  seemed  to  stick 
upon  the  ground  that  the  necessity  for  this 
existed  in  order  to  bring  a  higher  order  of 
talent  into  a  position  where  they  could  hold 
office.  Sir,  I  would  rather  have  a  lower  order 
of  talent  qualified  in  the  school  of  loyalty  than 
a  higher  order  of  talent  that  took  its  final 
lesson  in  the  life-blood  of  this  Republic. 

My  friend  from  Missouri  may  trust  these 
men,  and  were  I  acting  for  myself  I  would  ; 
but  standing  here  as  a  guardian  of  results  for 
the  country,  that  has  honored  me  with  a  part 
in  this  representation,  I  should  be  derelict  to 
mv  doty  if  I  did  not  sound  the  note  of  alarm 
when  I  see  the  last  brand  proposed  to  be  taken 
off  those  who  have  made  the  world  literally 
nauseate  with  the  blood  they  have  spilled. 
My  friend  says,  '*  Why  not  have  Jefferson  Davis 
here?**  because  it  would  scare  the  Democrats  ! 
Sir,  that  is  the  last  thing  that  I  should  attempt 
to  uo.  [Lau|;hter. ]  When  we  put  the  horrors 
of  the  rebellion  at  them  they  aid  not  dodge, 
and  they  would  not  dodge  at  Davis  now.  1 
have  seen  the  thing  pot  at  them  in  worse 
shapes  than  you  could  bring  it  now,  and  they 
did  not  dodge  then.  Why  not  bring  Jefferson 
Davis  here?  Because  he  has  forfeited  every 
right  to  come  here.  He  stands  before  the 
world  to-dav,  and  in  the  history  of  the  world 
it  is  recorded  that  he  was  the   most .  pre  • 
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samptuousi  daring  rebel  that  ever  lived,  and 
his  a  sin  of  double  hue  from  the  fact  that  he 
attempted  to  tear  down  the  only  real  Repub- 
lic on  Qod's  heritage.  Though  feasted  at  our 
tables,  and  born  to  the  rich  inheritauce  of  a 
freeman,  he  rent  from  the  leaves  of  our  own 
book  and  bare  aeainst  his  country  the  sword 
with  which  he  had  sworn  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  that  country  everywhere.  He  betrayed 
them.  Is  there  any  amelioration  of  that  history  ? 
Is  there  a  word  said  but  what  is  truth  ?  And 
has  it  come  to  this,  that  loyalty  to  republican 
institutions,  when  it  has  mastered  upon  the 
field  so  well  described  b^  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor  from  Missouri,  shall  invite  back  the  torch- 
bearer  of  rebellion  here  ?  Men  of  America,  I 
submit  that  question  to  you.  I  submit  it  to 
any  man  who  weighs  impartially  the  balances 
of  probabilities  in  his  mind.  If  a  man  is  ac- 
quitted of  arson  once  he  is  very  apt  to  apply 
tne  torch  again  ;  and  how  would  Davis^s  very 
soul  revel  in  the  idea  that  he  had  got  another 
chance  to  come  here  and  by  his  genius  and 
his  fire  and  his  history  to  set  ou  foot  a  new 
work  of  sieging  to  undermine  and  blow  up  a 
Government  that  he  failed  to  destroy  before  ! 
What  else  can  you  expect  ?  Why,  my  friend, 
**can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin,  or  the 
leopard  his  spots?"  Never.  That  question 
was  asked  a  few  years  ago,  and  it  has  never 
been  answered.  [Laughter.]  Can  a  rebel 
become  a  patriot?  Never;  it  is  impossible. 
My  friend  revels  in  history  ;  let  me  ask  him  a 
question :  if  he  ever  knew  a  whipped  rebel 
become  a  loyal,  good  citizen  ?    Never. 

But  we  are  asked  to  try  this  experiment ', 
to  apply  another  dose  of  cundurango,  and  go 
further  than  any  other  nation  bos  ever  gone, 
and  pardon  the  chief  rebel.  My  friend  tells 
us  that  that  is  logical,  and  that  it  is  for  the  best 
interests  of  this  country.  If  my  friend  can 
show  me  how  it  is  better  for  the  interests  of 
this  country  to  take  rebels  into  place  and 
power  than  it  is  to  put  there  loyal  men,  I  will 
yield  the  point. 

My  friend  says  that  it  was  rather  a  thing 
which  the  masses  of  the  South  fell  into.  I  am 
not  talking  of  the  masses.  I  was  for  forgiving 
all  of  them,  and  we  have  done  it.  I  should 
have  felt  that  in  doing  that  at  the  close  of  the 
war  I  was  doing  something  that  I  oueht  to  do ; 
but  their  subsequent  conduct  has  shown  me 
that  I  ought  not  to  have  done  it.  My  friend 
says  he  would  forgive  the  past.  I  cannot.  It 
is  a  nightmare.  I  see  right  here  under  our  own 
Capitol  the  shadow  of  Libby  over  the  city  of 
Kichmond.  I  see  its  inmates  borne  out  sense- 
less and  dead  and  dying  to  their  graves.  I  see 
Anderson ville  and  all  its  horrors  passing  be- 
fore my  vision.  My  friend  says  we  ought  to 
forgive.  I  am  willing  to  forgive  those  who  did 
this,  but  I  will  never  forgive  those  who  ordered 
it.  To  me  the  presence  of  Jefferson  Davis  in 
the  United  States  Senate  would  be  a  thing  that 
I  could  not  endure.  The  fine-spun  logic  of 
my  friend  from  Missouri  has  failed  to  make 
him  attractive  to  me.  I  should  expect  to  see 
him  threaten  the  very  stones  of  this  Capitol 
itself.  I  have  seen  men  invade  this  District 
with  the  intention  of  burning  the  capital  where 
the  foot-prints  of  Washington  are  seen.  I 
have  seen  them  stealing  across  the  Potomac 
at  low  water  with  a  view  of  destroying  not  only 
the  Government  in  fact,  but  the  very  pillars 
upon  which  your  Capitol  rests.  And  am  I  to 
forgive  these  people  f  It  was  a  little  irregular- 
ity that  they  were  guilty  of;  it  was  the  best 
talent,  my  friend  says,  in  the  South  that  did  this ! 
I  do  not  want  any  more  of  that.  [Laughter.] 
If  that  was  the  best  talent,  you  had  better  con- 
fine vourself  chiefly  to  the  blacks.  If  that  is 
the  best  talent  you  have  got  there,  then  the 
Lord  be  praised  that  this  measure  has  not  been 
carried  before.     [Laughter.] 

Sir,  I  deny  that  it  is  the  best  talent  there. 
The  talent  upon  which  you  have  got  to  rely 
there  to  make  up  a  good  loyal  government  is 
not  the  arrogant  class  to  wnich  my  friend  so 
eloquently  aUuded,  but  it  is  the  class  that  love 


liberty  for  liberty's  aake ;  it  is  tha  class  in  addi- 
tion to  them  who  love  liberty  because  they  have 
tasted  oppression  and  like  the  contrast ;  it  is  the 
class  that  love  the  institutions  of  this  country 
upon  which  you  have  got  to  rely. 

But  my  friend  says  they  have  got  bad  gov- 
ernments at  home.  Whose  fault  is  it?  Who 
expected — my  friend  did ;  I  did  not — to  see  a 
great  social  system  broken  up  numbering  its 
millions,  and  not  see  disorder  follow  ?  Sir.  it  is 
a  part  of  the  fruit  of  the  action  itself.  They 
have  sown  the  wind;  they  are  reaping  the 
whirlwind.  Who  is  to  blame  for  itf  Is  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  SuMNsa]  to 
blame,  who  stood  here  and  wooed  them  with 
all  the  sweetness  of  the  dove  to  the  standard 
of  loyalty?  And  yet  his  voice  was  hushed 
before  your  Breckinridges  and^  your  Davises, 
and  instead  of  receiving  the  olive  branch  that 
he  presented  to  them,  they  took  the  torch,  and 
I  have  no  regret  that  these  consequences  fol- 
lowed. Burn 'these  consequences  into  the 
memories  of  this  world  till  they  shall  be  afraid 
to  start  them  again. 

My  friend  says  we  did  not  hang  Davis.  I 
wanted  to  do  it,  but  I  could  not.  Magnanim- 
ity, he  says,  becomes  a  nation.  I  say  so  too. 
I  asked  him  at  that  moment  a  question  which 
he  did  not  deign  to  answer :  what  had  been 
the  result  ?  We  have  seen  States  come  here, 
agreeing  to  all  these  things,  and  they  had  not 
fairly  got  their  new  swaddling  clothes  upon 
them  before  they  said  they  did  not  mean  it. 
*'  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them. ''  They 
were  all  Administration  men ;  all  Government 
men  ;  and  yet  where  is  the  evidence  that  they 
feel  it  now?  Where  is  the  witness  that  attests 
it?    Not  one. 

Mr.  President,  I  took  occasion  to  say  the 
other  day  that  the  great  doctrine  of  forgive- 
ness is  based  upon  a  request  to  be  forgiven. 
You  teach  your  child  from  his  infancy  to  go 
upon  his  knees  every  night  and  ask  God  to 
forgive  him  for  his  sins.  Sir,  you  do  it  your- 
self; other  people  do  it  that  love  their  country 
and  their  God.  How  came  these  men  here? 
You  must  make  your  doors  higher  to  let  them 
in.  No  humility,  no  submission,  no  gratitude, 
is  to  be  required  from  them,  and  we  are  to  be 
told  by  them  ''You  yielded  it,  you  loyal  rascals, 
because  you  dared  not  keep  it  from  us  longer ; 
we  have  lighted  the  torch  of  the  Ku  Elux  in 
South  Carolina;  now  give  us  amnesty,  or  we 
will  kill  every  negro ;  we  will  keep  killing  and 
scourging  till  we  get  a  majority  over  the  Kadi- 
cals.''^  Sir,  they  have  got  to  burn  and  scourge 
yet  for  years;  for  every  lash  they  use,  wr 
every  life  they  take,  for  every  house  they 
burn,  I  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri,  a  legion  of  men  who 
love  liberty  will  rise  up  in  their  place. 

When  I  spoke  of  this  spirit  on  a  former 
occasion  I  was  laughed  at  and  told  that 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  Eu  Elux.  I  was 
derided,  and  the  papers  said  *'it  was  one  of 
Nye^s  jests.''  What  does  your  committee 
report?  That  it  is  Eu  Elux  from  the  Poto- 
mac to  the  sea,  and  crimes  so  startling  that 
the  counsel  the^  ea]];)loyed  cried  out  asainst 
them.  It  is  no  jest ;  it  is  a  bloody,  murderous 
fact ;  and  to-day  the  horse  and  his  rider  are 
seen  prowling  in  the  forests,  at  night  to  prey 
on  those  de&nseless  people  who  love  their 
country.  In  this  critical  juncture  this  cundu- 
rango of  universal  amnesty  is  administered  1 
Sir,  if  this  be  statesmanship,  I  know  nothing 
of  it.  If  I  am  wanting  in  humanity,  I  hope  I 
am  not  wanting  in  that  caution  which,  as  a 
guard  standing  nere  upon  the  walls.  I  should 
exercise  when  I  say  to  the  people  of  this 
nation  that  the  spirit  of  rebellion  is  as  rife  to- 
day as  it  was  in  1863.  At  any  rate,  I  propose 
to  be  a  little  cautious  in  this  matter. 

In  February,  1867, 1  had  from  this  very  seat 
the  honor  of  submitting  some  propositions  in 
regard  to  reconstructing  the  rebel  States.  I 
declared  then,  as  my  friend  before  me  [Mr. 
Sumner]  will  bear  witness,  that  not  one  of 
those  men  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 


rebellion,  should  ever  hold  a&  office  of  faoGtt 
or  profit  in  this  Government.  It  woold  Ian 
been  wise  to  adopt  it  then,  and  Uioie  people 
woald  have  felt  Uiat  they  were  mk^ugitd: 
they  would  have  felt  that  they  had  forfeited 
their  rights,  and  that  an  independent  Coo^rw 
of  the  remaining  States  had  stood  op  isd 
administered  to  Uiem  what  they  moit  righ^ 
fully  deserved.  But  a  little  forgiveness  ba 
brought  back  the  old  spirit  of  rebellioaagaii. 
I  chtk  tell  my  friend  how  they  cao  icboud 
their  prosperity.  Go  to  work  instead  of  ndii{ 
to  kill  J  build  ap  the  waste  places  that  w 
made  in  their  borders.  Instead  of  ridioi  to 
destroy,  ride  to  create ;  instead  of  trampliEe 
down  manhood,  lift  it  up  to  the  lerel  that  God 
and  Congress  intended^  it  should  occopr.  1; 
seems  to  me  my  friend  would  be  beUer 
engaged,  with  bis  wonderful  descriptife  pow- 
ers, if  he  would  turn  his  attention  in  that  dim 
tion ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  a  n>eech  tbtU 
coald  write  on  that  subject,  nowbewodd 
make  every  joint  shake  under  it  Why,  hu 
my  friend  forgotten — it  caanot  be  that  he  has, 
for  he  had  arms  on  and  was  in  it— hov  tk 
earth  quaked  under  his  feet  in  the  time  of  tlte 
war?  Does  he  not  feel  its  tremor  now?  I  do, 
with  all  its  latent  power. 

Mr.   President,    I  shall  vote  acainat  tkii 
amnesty  bill.     I  shall  do  so  most  conieien- 
tionsly  and  patriotically,  and  I  belierethattk 
future  historjr  of  this  county  will  show  m 
to  be  correct  in  this  vote.    My  frieod  for|ot, 
in  the  moment  of  the  administrttioa  of  iiis 
peoaliar  dose,  all  his  old  attachment  toabo 
iitionism.    I  do  not  forget  that  my  fneado* 
my  lea  [Mr.  Summer]  may  sometimei  think 
that  I  am  wandering ;  but  still  I  come  b^ 
to  it  when  I  see  the  old  standard  raised,  fie 
has  proposed  an  amendoient  here  which  meets 
with  the  opposition  of  my  friend  from  Mis- 
souri and  various  other  irieads;  sod  that  ii 
that  the  negro  shall  have  a  right  to  ride  la 
the  c^s  with  white  people,  and  my  fri«» 
from  Missouri  calhs  it  loading  the  bill  ^ 
is  no  great  load,  I  think.    I  would  rsther  n« 
with  a  car  full  of  negroes  to  Charleitoii  than 
to  ride  with  an  army  of  armed  reWi  u  »«/ 
are  white.    I  would  rather  ride  ^'^^  •J'" 
who  is  clothed  in  the  garments  of  freedoa 
than  to  ride  with  a  slave,  and  yet  «  ^^ 
times  they  had  no  objection  to  nde  nu 
slaves  when  they  were  worth  $ItWO  apwee. 
[Laughter.]    But  now  it  is  offensife  to  tten 
that  these  new-fledged  citiscna  shosld  m 
with  them.     Why,  sir,  they  are  more  than 
fledged ;  they  stand  up  in  the  Ml  itmrta 
manhood  by  virtue   of  the  power,  difniijj 
and  majesty  of  the  ConsUlutioa  of  the  Hum 
States.    They  are  equals  before  the  Jaw  WJ' 
where.    They  earned  the  right  to  ^\^' 
ity.     While  around  them  this  cultinted  m- 
ligence,  of  which  my  friend  speaks,  ««,f'?2 
**  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  dogs  pf  war,    «^ 
to  the  swamps  hied  waiting  for  tbs  hoar  w 
come  when  the  old  stars  and  stnpea  moti 
again  be  brought  to  their  view.    They  n« 
its  succor  with  cheers,  with  songs  nDparii«M^ 
for  beauty.    They  hailed  it  as  an  abidmgth»^ 

They  helped  plant  it,  and  under  \^^«y,S 
to  live  and  intend  to  die.    While  this  cu^f»^ 
white  intelligence  had  substituted  w  mV^ 
stars  and  bars  and  trailed  it  di«hoDorawy«n 
the  dust,  the  colored  people  stood  a«  one^, 
and  said  **  Give  us  liberty  or  give  ««  <»«J*^ 
Sir.  we  gave  them  liberty  after  "»"<*  ;2^' 
and  now  do  I  shock  the  sense  of  my  w     ^ 
friends  when  I  ask  them  (when  wjyp*^ 
sit  on  the  floors  of  both  Houses  of  WD8^ 
with  us)  to  let  these  men  ride  id  the  cs^ 
eat  at  the  table  they  do?  I P^f^^^c'llZU 
will  make  no  objection  to  eating  with  uw     ^ 
they  do  not  want  to  eat  with  »«  f  ^T^liy 
them  get  up  and  go  away.    [^i^^^Ly  If 
not  a  white  man  do  that  as  well  as  a  off  "J^^,. 
I  am  placed  at  a  table  iu  inconvenienU"*^)j 
sition  to  a  man  I  do  not  like,  it «  ", r  rLaMh- 
to  get  him  out,  but  to  get  out  myeeit.  i*-^ 
ter.]    Let  them  adopt  that  plAO* 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


707 


I  was  sarpriaed  to  hear  my  friend  from  Mis- 
souri speak  of  the  amend meot  loadine  this 
proposition.  I  shall  vote  for  the  amenament 
of  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  and  I  hope 
every  man  will  who  respects  himself.  I  shall 
Tote  for  itf  and  then  I  shall  be  pat  in  a  close 
place,  but  I  think  I  have  strengtn  for  the  occa- 
sion. I  shall  be  tempted  to  vote  for  your 
amnesty  bill  in  that  event,  but  I  shall  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  one  thing,  that  when 
tb*  torch  is  applied  again,  and  when  rebellion 
rears  its  head  more  terrible  than  before,  I  did 
at  least  what  I  could  to  keep  these  rascals  out. 
1  beg  pardon  for  using  the  word  ^*  rascals,"  but 
my  friend  applied  it  to  everybody  who  had  gone 
South  that  aid  not  live  there  before ;  and  when 
I  follow  his  illustrious  literary  example,  he 
being  a  close  logiciau,  a  fine  rhetorician,  let 
no  roan  call  it  jesting.  [Laughter.]  Sir,  it 
i  8  a  fact.  They  can  correct  these  things  there } 
we  can  take  care  a  little  of  them  here,  and  we 
will  do  it  till  they  love  the  institutions,  instead 
of  bating  them,  that  jrou  invite  them  here  so 
cordially  to  help  sustain. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  my 
intention  by  any  means  to  reply  at  length  to 
the  Senator  from  Nevada,  for  I  honestly  think 
what  he  has  said  has  not  added  very  materially 
to  the  stock  of  argument  on  that  side.  It  is 
the  old,  old  story.  We  have  heard  so  much 
of  earthquakes,  of  the  leopard  that  cannot 
change  his  spots,  of  the  Ethiopian  and  his 
skin,  of  the  temple  of  liberty,  and  so  on,  that 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  throw  more  light  on 
these  interesting  sumects.  There  is  only  one 
thing  to  which  1  wish  to  call  his  attention  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Senate.  It  struck  me  as 
rather  singular  that  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
should  have  said  to  me  '^  I  am  to  the  manner 
bom;  I  know  something  about  republican  insti- 
tutions," intimating  that  I  only  came  from 
abroad  aad  still  dare  to  hare  and  express  on 
.American  affiura  an  opinion  of  my  own.  Let 
me  tell  the  Senalor  from  Nevada  that  as  an 
adopted  cilisen  I  am  determined  to  do  just 
that  thing,  end  there  are  thousands  like  me 
who  will  do  the  same.  We  came  to  this  coan- 
try  with  a  desire  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
republican  institutions,  and  surely  oar  desire 
to  maintain  them  is  by  no  means  inferior  to 
bis.  if  he  thinks  that  we  deserve  those  righfts 
only  in  ease  we  follow  his  lead,  let  me  assare 
him  that'he  does  not  understand  the  spirit  of 
American  liberty.  Had  I  sat  at  his  feet  trying 
to  study  the  priiioiples  of  republican  govern- 
ment by  his  teachings,  I  must  confess  I  should 
so  far  not  have  found  it  very  profitable. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ITie  Chair  must 
remind  the  Senator  from  Missouri  that  he  must 
address  the  Chair.  Parliamentary  law  re- 
quires it 

Mr.  NYE.  I  said  nothing  about  my  friend 
from  Missouri  being  any  other  than  native- 
bora.  He  told  us,  however,  that  he  was  wafled 
here  upon  an  accidental  wave  of  revolution. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.    I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  NYE.    Well,  a  wave  of  revolution. 

Mr.  SGHORZ.    Neither  did  I  say  that. 

Mr.  NYE.     Not  now,  but  some  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  do  not  remember  ever  to 
have  said  it. 

Mr.  NYE.  If  I  cannot  show  it,  I  am  mis- 
taken. I  think  the  expression  was  that  he 
was  waded  on  to  our  shores  by  a  wave  of  rev- 
olution. I  do  not  find  fault  with  anything  of 
that  kind,  but  I  did  not  know  upon  what  meat 
he  had  been  feeding  that  he  bad  grown  so 

great  as  to  turn  instructor  so  quick  to  every - 
ody.  I  take  his  lessons  with  the  utmost  com- 
placency, hot  I  deny  their  logical  force.  That 
IS  all  I  meant  Co  say. 

APPORTIONMINT  OF  RKPRKSKNTATIYBS. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  To  guard  against  any 
difficulty  in  the  morning  in  reaching  the  matter 
about  the  apportioument  bill,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Jtttohtd  by  the  Senate^  (the  Honae  of  Reprosent- 
▼M  ooo«arruig,)  That  th«  Joint  Committee  on 
SaroUed  Bills  be  direoted  to  exMaine  the  bUUH. 


B.  No.  24^  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
to  Concren  amoof  the  several  States  according  to 
the  ninth  censiu.  to  correct  a  clerical  error  in  the 
last  section  of  the  bill,  by  which  section  two  of  the 
fourteen  th  amendment  to  the  Constitution  ii  referred 
to  as  section  one  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  President,  I  offer  the  resolution  to  lie 
on  the  table,  leaving  the  motion  I  made  stand- 
ing also,  80  that  the  Senate  may,  if  it  chooses, 
act  upon  one  alternative  or  the  other.  I  in- 
tended also  to  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn,  if  that  bo  agreeable. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  has  risen. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  not  press  the 
motion  if  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
objects  to  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  was  in  the  act  of 
making  the  same  motion,  and  therefore  I  con- 
sent to  it. 

^  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before#that  motion  is 
submitted,  I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the 
understanding  in  regard  to  voting  to-morrow. 
Is  it  understood  that  the  vote  snail  be  taken 
to* morrow  and  this  bill  closed  to-morrow? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Senators  around  me 
asked  if  there  was  an  understanding  that  the 
vote  should  be  taken  to-morrow  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  understand- 
ing was  a  tacit  understanding  that  the  vote 
should  not  be  taken  to-day,  but  no  specific 
time  was  fixed  at  which  the  vote  should  finally 
be  taken. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  who  has  charge  of  this  bill, 
will,  if  he  can,  hold  a  majority  here  to  dispose 
of  it  one  way  or  the  other.  It  is  blocking  up 
the  business  of  the  session  very  much,  in  my 
judgment. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  shall  appeal  to  Sen- 
ators and  ask  them  to  remain  here  to-morrow 
until  a  vote  can  be  taken  on  the  bill.  I  now 
move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  four 
o'clock  and  twenty-one  minutes  p.  m.)  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  80, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  ClerK  proceeded  to  read  the  Journal  of 
Vfistfipdav 

Mr.  GARFIELD  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  dis- 
pense with  the  further  reading  of  the  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  requires  unanimous 
consent.  Is  there  objection  to  dispensing  with 
the  farther  reading  of  the  Journal?  The  Chair 
hears  none. 

CLAIMS  FOR  UORSES  AND  MULES. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri,  by  nnanimous 
consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution  ] 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Hewlvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  inform  the  House,  as  soon  as  possible, 
of  the  number  of  claims  for  pay  for  horses  or  mules 
lost  by  officers  or  privates  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  durinff  the  war  of  the  rebellion  now 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
nry,  the  number  of  such  claims  which  have  been 
allowed  by  the  Third  Auditor,  and  which  are  now 
unpaid,  and  what  amount  of  appropriation  is  re- 
quired to  pay  claims  which  have  been  allowed  and 
are  now  unpaid,  and  claims  that  are  likely  to  be 
allowed  during  this  year. 

CORRBCnON  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  desire  to  call  attention  to  an  error  that 
appears  on  the  Journal.  A  bill  introduced 
by  myself  yesterday,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  is  recorded 
as  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  I  ask  that  the  Journal 
be  corrected,  so  that  the  bill  may  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  correction  will  be 
made. 


Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  also  to  cor- 
rect the  Journal.  A  resolution  offered  yester- 
day by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
HALnxMAKj  was  directed  to  the  Committee  on 
Ajrriculture.  It  appears  on  the  Journal  as 
being  directed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture.    I  ask  that  the  correction  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  correction  will  be 
made ;  and  the  Chair  desires  to  sav,  and  he 
wishes  to  give  notice  of  the  fact,  that  he  always 
declined  to  have  the  reading  of  the  Journal 
dispensed  with.  If  gentlemen  do  not  nay  atten- 
tion to  the  reading,  it  is  their  own  ousiness ; 
but  the  Journal  sm)ttld  always  be  read  com- 
pletely. 

DBBTS  OF  Sioux  INDIANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SARGENT,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  claim  for  an  appropriation  to  pay  certain 
debts  of  the  Sioux  Indians  ;  and  the  same  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

E.  C.  BODDINOT. 

Mr.  VOORHEES,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  writing  in  the  case  of  E.  C. 
Boudinot,  and  moved  that  the  same  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  by 
unanimous  consent,  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1118)  to 
facilitate  the  execution  of  and  to  protect  cer- 
tain public  works  and  improvements ;  and  the 
same  was  referred  to  the  CommitU'e  on  Com- 
merce. 

ASUTABULA  HARBOR,  LAKB  BRIB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio, 
also,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  fifty* eight  citi- 
zens for  an  appropriation  for  Ashtabula  har- 
bor, on  Lake  Erie ;  and  the  same  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AT  BRIB,  PBNNSTLTANIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio, 
also  by  unanimous  consent,  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  was  discnarged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  presentment  of  the 
grand  jury  of  the  United  States  for  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  the 
necessity  for  the  erection  of  Government  build- 
ings at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  sundry  other 
papers  relating  to  the  same  subject ;  and  the 
same  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds. 

APPROPRIAtlONS  FOR  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous 
consent,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations the  following  resolution;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committeee  on  the  Rules : 

Rt9olved,  That  the  seventy-seventh  rule  of  the 
House  be  amended  by  adding  to  the  list  of  regalar 
Mpropriation  bills  a  hill  making  appropriations  for 
the  oonstruction  and  repair  of  public  buildings. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  back  from  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  for  present  con- 
sideration House  bill  No.  619,  appropriating 
money  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and 
erecting  a  builaing  thereon,  in  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  a  custom-house,  post  office,  and  other  Fed- 
eral offices. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question  before  I 
consent  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  hear  the 
question. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Why  is 
this  public  buildine  given  the  precedence  of 
all  others  of  a  simitar  character? 
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Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Boildingt  And  Grounds  had  this 
bill  under  consideration  and  reported  it  unani- 
moQtly  to  the  House,  and  it  was  seat  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  for  conflidera- 
tion  and  examination.  We  are  informed  that 
the  situation  of  the  building  at  St.  Louis  is  so 
ezceeding^lj  bad  that  the  judges  of  the  courts 
say  that  they  can  scarcely  transact  their  busi- 
ness either  with  safety  or  with  comfort.  The 
Committee  on  Appropriations  believe,  as  did 
the  Cotnmittee  on  Appropriations  of  last  year, 
that  it  is  very  important  to  secure  the  title  to 
the  property  now  within  the  reach  of  the  Gov^ 
eroment,  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to  wait 
for  the  regular  bill. 

No  obtjection  being  made,  the  bill  was 
received. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  reaci  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase,  at  a 
private  sale,  or  by  condemnation  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
a  Buirable  lot  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  building,  to  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  a  custom-house,  post 
office,  United  States  court,  and  other  Federal 
offices  ;  and  appropriates  the  snm  of  $2d0,00(^ 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  found  necessary, 
for  the  purchase  of  said  lot ;  and  that  the  sum 
of  $300,000,  heretofore  appropriated  by  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for 
sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  June  80,  1871,  and  for  other 
purposed,'*  and  extended  by  an  act  entitled 
^*An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  Ihe  civil 
service  of  the  year  ending  June  80,  1871,  and 
for  additional  appropriations  for  the  service 
of  the  year  ending  June  80,  1872,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  April  20,  1871, 
shall  be  appliea  toward  the  erection  of  the 
building  above  mentioned ;  and  that  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  proper  plana 
and  e«ti  males  to  be  made,  so  that  no  expend- 
iture shall  be  made  or  autliorixed  for  the  eon- 
stroction  of  said  ballding  until  a  vaHd  title  to 
the  land  for  the  site  of  said  building  shall  be 
vested  in  the  United  States,  and  until  the  State 
of  Missouri  shall  also  duly  release  and  relin- 
quish to  the  United  States  the  right  to  tax  or 
in  any  way  assess  said  site,  or  the  property  of 
the  United  States  that  may  be  thereon,  during 
the  time  that  the  United  States  shall  be  or 
remain  the  owner  thereof  $  provided  that  no 
expenditure  shall  be  made  or  authorized  fur 
the  full  completion  of  said  building  exceeding 
$2,000,000;  and  that  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts 
conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  not  dis- 
cuss this  bill,  but  merely  call  attention  to  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  upon  the  subject. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  as  follows: 

TaiASUET  pBPABTMEXr. 

Orrxcs  OP  tub  Sicebtaet.  D^^^mbwr  13, 1871. 

Sir  I  In  reply  to  your  commnnioation  of  the  13th 
initant,inclo8iDff  a  copy  of  a  bill  iotroduood  by  Hon. 
Mr.  Wells,  of  Miasoari.  makinB  provision  for  the 
purohaso  of  grounds  and  the  erootion  uf  publio 
DuildiDBs  in  tb«  city  of  St.  Louis.  I  have  tht  honor 
to  transmit  herewim  the  report  of  the  sapervisinc 
arebitoet,  which  contains  all  the  iaformation  tkat 
the  Department  is  at  present  able  to  furnish. 

The  bill  inclosed  in  your  letter  is  also  herewith 
returned. 

Very  respectfally,^ 

GEO.  S.  BOUXWBLL.  S^eUxry. 
Hon.  Oro&or  A.  Halsbt, 

JIou9€  o/ Jieprtitntat%ve$t  Wcuhtngton,  D.  C. 

TBftASVRT  D«PART3nt!?T, 

OrpicB  OF  StrpBEvisiHo  Architect, 

i?#c«a«ri3.  lah. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  have 
examined  the  bill  **appropriatinc  money  for  the 
piirobase  of  a  suitable  site  and  erectint  a  building 
thereon,  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  to  be  used  for  the 

Jnrposes  of  a  oustom-houie,  post  of&oe,  and  other 
'cderal  offices."  the  same  being  this  day  transmitted 
y  the  ohairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Boild- 
Ings  and  Qrounds  for  your  opinion. 


I  hate  had  the  boner  heretofore  to  eall  your  atteno 
tion  to  the  pressing  neoessities  for  a  new  boildlng  in 
that  city,  and  Ukethe  liberty  of  quotint  the  follow* 
ing  paragraph  from  my  report  of  March  20, 1M9.  on 
that  subject : 

"I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  haildinc 
referred  to  (the  present  one)  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
convenient and  unsuitable  for  Government  uses  of 
any  noW  In  the  pessesmoo  of  this  Deportment.  The 
defects  are  radical,  and  no  expendttare  of  moneir 
would  ever  make  it  suitable;  neither  can  it  be  en- 
larged, the  entire  lot  being  occupied,  save  a  nar- 
row alley  on  one  side,  which  is  eyen  noW  entirely 
insufficient  to  light  that  side  of  the  bmildinc  The 
rooms  are  as  a  conseauenoe  almost  if  not  entirely 
worthless.  The  building  has  been  modified  and 
rearranged  several  times,  and  it  is  not  believed  that 
any  ckaiices  which  ooald  be  mode  w^uld  improve  it 
or  relieve  its  nresent  crowded  condition.  The  office 
of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  is  in  the  basement,  which 
is  dark.  damp,  and  every  way  unsuitable  for  the  par- 
pose  for  which  it  is  used.  It  is,  in  foot,  little  better 
than  a  cellar.  The  stamp  and.money-order  depart- 
ment of  the  post  oftoe  n  in  the  same  story,  the 
remainder  of  which,  together  with  thecellar,  is  oeeu- 
pied  for  the  storage  of  spirits  and  other  inflammable 
substances,  so  tnat  the  bnilding  and  its  contents  are 
constant4^  expos«dLto  imminent  daasefb  Though 
the  building  is  noonoally  fire-proof,  it  is  in  reality 
of  a  highly  combustible  nature,  the  whole  of  the 
partitions  aboye  the  basement  story  being  of  lath 
and  plaster,  and  the  roof  of  timber  covered  with  tin, 
while  the  main  stairway  affords  ample  facilities  for 
the  communication  of  fire  between  the  different 
stories. 

"The  hoilding  is  at  present  occupied  by  the 
Assistant  Treasurer  United  States^  post  office,  cus- 
toms department,  pension  agent.  United  states 
coarts,  and  officers  of  the  Judiciary,  the  snpervLior 
of  steamboats,  and  the  land  office.  The  records  of 
the  land  office  ore  also  stored  in  the  npper  story. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  the  dmeert  of  internal  rev- 
enue in  St.  Louis,  with  theTalnafole  records  of  their 
offices,  should  be  provided  for  in  a  fire-proof  struc- 
ture, but  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  do  so 
in  the  crowded  condition  of  the  present  building." 

I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be  possible  to  state  too 
stroaply  the  unsuitable  character  of  the  bntldlag.  or 
the  discomfort  and  inconvenience  it  entails  on  the 
officers  of  the  Government  ahd  the  public.  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Government  will  require  in  Bt. 
Louis  a  building  of  sufficieatsise  to  occupy  aa  eatire 
small  block,  or  one  half  of  the  larger  blocks  in  that 
city.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  provision  in  the  bill 
authorising  the  Government  to  condemn,  if  neces- 
sary, the  property  required,  is  a  very  desirable  and 
proper  provision,  and  that  it  will  obviate  many  diffi- 
enlties. 

As  regards  the  appropriation,  the  sam  specified 
is,  in  my  opinion,  too  small  rather  than  too  large, 
but  will  undoubtedly  be  sufficient  to  erecta  nuilding 
suitable  for  the  immediate  aeoeesitlesof  the  Govern- 
ment, which  should  be  arnnfed  eo  as  to  admit  of 
extension  in  the  future  without  injuring  its  archi- 
tectural effect.  This,  of  course,  must  be  provided 
for  in  the  design  as  weU  as  in  the  selection  of  the 
lot.  The  $300,000  already  appropriated  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  all  exnenditarea  that  AomM  be  made 
during  the  current  usool  year,      ^  ^  „^ 

Very  respectfully,  A.  B.  HuLLETT. 

_  Superviting  ArchiUdt, 

Hon.  GsoROB  S.  Boutwell, 

StcrtUntf  €tf  the  Tretumv* 

Mr.  O  AHFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Approprtationa  to  move 
two  amendments  to  the  bill :  to  strike  out  the 
words  **£0  that, ''  and  insert  the  word  **but'' 
before  the  words  *'no  expenditure  shall  be 
made  or  authorized  for  toe  construction  of 
Said  bnilding  until  a  valid  title  to  the  land  for 
the  site  of  said  building  shall  be  vested  in  the 
United  States,  anduntil  the  State  of  Mtssoari ;" 
and  also  after  those  words  insert  **  lihall  cede 
ita  iarisdiotioB  over  said  title  and." 

Ihe  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  biU,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GAKPIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TRANSPOaXATION  Of  MIROHANDUB. 

Mr.  8HELLABARGER,  by  nnanimons  con- 
sent, reported  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1882)  to  amend  the 
thirty-second  section  of  an  act  entitled  **  An 
act  to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other 
purposes/'  approved  July  14,  1870;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  sec- 
tion thirty-two  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  aotto 


redttce  intelmal  taxes,  and  for  other  pvypoecs^** 

approved  July  14,  1870,  ehall  be  ameiMled  to 

reira  us  follows  t 

Sec.  82.  Andb4it/iKrikit  cnocfcd.  That  meittea* 
dise  transported  onder  the  provisiooa  ef  tU»  ait 
shall  beooBveyod  in  cort,  voatols*  or  v  elude*  —cartly 
fastened  With  locki  or  seals,  under  ihe  esclariTt 
oontrol  of  the  olleert  of  eastoint,  and  Inspecfii 
shall  be  otationed  at  proper  points  aloos  the  doHt- 
nated  roates,  or  upoa  anr  oar,  veaeeU  vehiele,  t 
traio,  at  the  discretion  of  ine  Secretary  ortheTrter* 
ury.  and  at  the  expenae  of  ^e  said  com  panies  roapaec* 
ively;  andiaoh  merehaadite  shall  sot  be  aalsJM 
or  transhipped  betweea  the  porta  of  ftrvt  arhral 
and  final  destination,  unless  authorised  by  the  ntt' 
lations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary.  or  vtfhbis 
oonsent  first  obtained,  but  in  ao  ease  aliall  thwi  %• 
permitted  any  breakiac  of  the  oiiiin*l  pmakMsm  ef 
such  merchandise. 

Mr.  SHELL ABARGEE.  I  wiU  state  to  the 
House  what  is  in  substance  coataioed  in  alet^ 
ter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treoiary,  whieh  1 
have  not  now  in  my  handsy  se_  to  the  ehaogs 
that  this  bill  makes  in  tlie  eviaUng  law,  a&d 
tke  reason  for  it.  Under  the  exiatio;  law  pro- 
viding for  the  shipment  of  nierchoAdiae  from 
the  port  of  arrival  to  interior  ports,  it  is  im- 
possible to  transfer  goods  in  transitu  from  one 
railroad  to  anoUier  of  a  different  gmage^  or  te 
pasB  them  from  a  railroad  acroae  a  feny,  or 
out  of  a  river  into  one  of  ita  tribntariea  where 
a  boat  of  a  lighier  dra^ht  most  be  employed. 
The  aecessity  for  this  chansfe  ia  the  Uw  is, 
therefore,  absolutely  self-evident.  The  need 
for  making  the  change  now  is  of  coo  ran  sag- 
gested  bv  what  I  have  stated.  The  bill  in  its 
amended  form  will  not  permit  the  breaking  of 
original  packages,  and  the  whole  oiatter  wiU 
be  regulated  by  rules  to  be  preecribed  bj  the 
Secretai7  of  the  Treasury.  I  more  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Aa  this  is  a 
bill  affecUng  my  oonatitoenta,  I  ahovki  like  to 
hear  it  again  read. 

Mr.  8HELLABARQBR.  Before  it  is  reed 
let  me  add,  for  the  infoniiatioQ  of  Uie  geatie- 
man  from  New  York,  that  it  makee  no  change 
in  the  existing  law  except  by  the  additkm  of  a 
line  or  tw^  at  the  end  o(  the  eeoiioQ.  It  pre- 
vvdes  that  '^snoh  merchandise  shall  not  be 
unladen  or  transhipped  between  the  pom  of 
fint  arrival  and  final  destiwatian.  * '  That  is  the 
law  now.  The  additional  iMielatioa  it  eea- 
tained  in  the  clauie  which  Allows:  "unless 
anthorised  by  the  regufs^ons  of  the  8ecre« 
tary  of  the  Treasmy,  or  with  his  conseai  irst 
obtained." 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Has  tbe  bill 
been  considered  by  the  Ooamtltee  on  Cosa- 
merce? 

Mr.  SHELLABAROER.  It  has,  and  is 
ananimoualy  recommended  by  that  committee. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  Yoik.  I  would  like 
to  hear  the  bill  again  read. 

Mr.  FiNKBLNBUKa.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  fromOhio  [Mr.  SBBLLasaiioiR]  one 
question.  I  was  not  psyiog  attention  whea  the 
bill  was  read,  and  I  wonld  like  to  know  whether 
it  provides  for  a  oast  of  this  kind :  on  the  Mis* 
sissippi  river  boats  often  get  ioe^bonod — at 
Cairo,  for  iostaaoe.  I  wish  to  know  wheAer 
the  bill  allows  a  transfer  in  each  a  ease  te  be 
made  from  a  boat  which  is  detained  by  iee  or 
other  causes  to  a  railroad  train,  eo  that  tke 
goods  may  be  sent  forward  withoat  delay  to 
their  point  of  destiaatioa. 

Mr.  SHELLABAR0BR.     I   answer  tbe 

fentleman  by  saying  that,  as  I  nndeTstand,  it 
oes ;  and  1  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  tbe  bill 
again. 

llie  Clerk  again  ]read  the  bill. 

Mr.  SHBLLABARGfiR.  It  wiU  be  ob- 
served that  the  bill  permits  any  regnlation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  meet  tbe 
object  stated  by  the  gentlemaa. 

Mr.JBROOKS,  of  New  York.  One  more 
onestion :  has  tlxis  bill  been  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasuiy? 

Mr.  SHELLABAROER.  It  was  drawn  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  except  the  words 
providing  that  original  pacaages  shall  not  be 
Dfoken.    Those  words  have  be«i  added  by 
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th^  eonmittee.  I  now  renew  the  eali  foD  Uie 
previous  qoestion. 

The  prefioae  qveettoa  wai  seeon^e^  and 
the  main  aaestion  ordered ;  and  under  the 
openiiion  taereof  the  ImU  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  being  en- 
grroaaedf  it  waa  accordingly  read  the  third 
taoae,  and  passed. 

Mr.  8QELLABARGER  moyed  to  reoon- 
Mder  the  vote  faj  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  aleo  moved  that  the  laotion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

ThAkubler  motieA  waa  agreed  to. 

RIYBRS  AND  HARBOBS  OP  LONG  ISLAND. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND.  of  New  York,  by  ^nan- 
iaiouB  QQosent,  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  read,  considered,  and 
a^eed  to: 

J2«M/9mf,  XhattheSeeretary  of  Wur  berequesttd 
to  report  TO  ti^e  House  such  au^Yeys  of  rivers  tnd 
harbors  of  Iiong  iQiand  as  have  btoQu  completed  since 
the  veoersl  repert. 

Mr.  TOWKSBND,  of  New  York,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IUVJ^STIQATJOS  OF  BAKflL  SUSPENSIONS. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Maasachveetta,  by  uaan- 

insona  oonsanl,  sobmitted  the  following  reao* 

lotion:    which    was   read,   considered,    aad 

agreed  to: 

Ji€$ot94d,  That  the  Oomnrittee  oa  Banking  and 
CnrreBor  ba^  Power  to  seodfo^  pertons  and  papers 
ID  condaotiog  theezamiDotioQS  into  the  oauses  of  the 
recent  sospension  of  national  banks  directed  to 
bo  made  ay  the  resolation  of  this  Hoase  adopted 
I>eeeiaberl9,U7}. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  wbich  the  resolution 
waa  adopted ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ACTUAL  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  KETGHAH,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  moved  that  the  committee 
be  di^harged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  697)  for  the  relief  of 
actual  settlers  on  certain  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Colorado,  and  for  other  purposes,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OKDBR  or  BUBIUBSS. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  call  for  the  regular 
Order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  now 
begins  at  twenty  minutes  before  one  o'clock, 
and  the  committees  will  be  called  for  reports, 
beginning  with  the  Committee  on  the  Revision 
of  the  Laws. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
yield  the  floor  first  to  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Polaxd.] 

.  STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS. 

Mr.  POLAND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  tho  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
reported  back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  188)  to 
extend  the  time  in  which  certain  offenses  may 
be  prosecuted,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  provides 
that  no  person  shall  be  prosecuted,  tried,  or 
punished  for  forgery,  perjury,  subornation  of 
pei;fory,  or  other  offense  hereafter  committed 
in  the  application  for,  or  prosecution  of  any 
claim  for  any  pension  or  bounty  money  or  lands, 
unless  a  prosecution  for  such  offense  shall  be 
duly  instituted  within  four  years  next  after  such 
offense  shall  be  committed.  The  second  sec- 
tion  provides  that  proseeudons  for  any  of  the 
offenses  named  in  the  preceding  section  shall 
not  be  barred  or  affected  by  any  prior  statute 
of  limitaiions ;  nor  shall  this  act  have  any 
effect  upon  the  prosecution  *of  any  offense 
committed  prior  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  committee  ha?e  re- 
ported an  amendment  that  the  word  '*four," 


in  th^last  line  of  the  first  section,  ^  stricken 
out,  and  the  word  '^five*'  snbatituted:  so  as  to 
make  the  time  five  years  instead  of  four. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  will  be 
made,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.    I  object. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  will  state  in  a  word  or 
two  the  need  of  this  bill.  Gentlemen  will 
notice  that  it  only  applies  to  crimes  committed 
in  apply iog  foe  pensions  and  bounties.  Tlie 
^nerafstatuta  of  Uraitations  in  reference  to 
offenses  asainst  the  United  States  which  ap- 

Flies  to  all  offenses  of  this  kind  is  two  years, 
n  procuring  these  pensioas  and  bounties  evv- 
dsnce  is  taken,  noS  in  general  court,  boli'an 
agent  goes  about,  and  Ibis  evidence  is  taken 
privately,  and  nobody  but  the  witness  and 
the  magisliate  iMfbre  whom  it  is  taken,  if 
there  be  a  magistrate,  know  anything  in  refor* 
epce  to  it,  and  the  papery  are  sent  to  the  pen- 
sion department.  It  frequently  happens  be^ 
fore  the  peaaion  case  is  aetea  upon,  the  two 
years  have  elapsed  between  the  time  when  the 
fraadulent  testimony  waa  given  and  taken  ^d 
the  gianting  of  the  pension,  and  tho  first  that 
is  known  publicly  in  reference  to  these  things 
is  when  somA  person  gets  a  certificate  for 
bounty  or  a  pension.  Usually  the  attention  of 
the  department  or  any  offieer  of  the  Pension 
Bureau  is  not  directed  to  it  until  after  the  two 

Seara  have  expired  and  the  thing  has  become 
arred.  This  evil  has  become  so  great  that  it 
was  suggested  to  me  by  the  late  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  the  statute  of  limitations  ought  to 
be  extended,  and  at  his  suggestion  I  drew  the 
bill,  the  identical  bill  now  presented,  and  it 
waa  passed  by  this  Hoose  during  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  went  to  the  Senate,  where  it  was 
recommended  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
but  waa  not  reached  in  time,  and  failed  to 
become  a  law. 

We  were  told  the  other  day,  Mr.  Speaker,  it 
was  estimated  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  pen- 
sions  now  being  paid  by  the  Ckivemment  is 
fraudulent.  If  that  be  true,  or  if  any  consid- 
erable part  of  the  statement  be  true,  there  is 
the  strongest  reason  in  the  world  why  the  time 
should  be  extended.    That  is  all  I  hare  to  say. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  listen- 
ing  to  the  reading  of  this  bill  it  ooeurred  to  roe 
the  extensifldi  of  the  lime  within  which  the 
limitation  should  take  effect  would  operate 
upon  questions  now  pending 

Mr.  POLAND.    Read  the  second  seotiou. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  And  it  was  for  that 
reason  I  objected  to  the  amendment.  I  was 
aware  of  a  case  where  the  statute  of  limitations 
had  already  run,  and  where  it  was  said  the 
parties  concerned  were  great  rascals,  and  the 
proposition  was  made  at  the  last  aeesion  of 
Congress  to  repeal  the  statute  of  limitations  as 
affecting  that  particalar  case  and  extending  the 
time  within  which  the  limitations  shonid  take 
effect.  I  was  apprehensive  that  this  bill  referred 
to  that  oaie ;  and  I  am  opposed  to  legislation 
for  particular  cases,  or  to  punish  men  under 
special  laws.  If  the  time  within  which  these 
prosecutions  can  be  brought  about  under  the 
statute  of  limitations  is  not  anfficient,  then  I 
think  this  bill  is  a  venr  proper  one ;  but  if  it  can, 
by  any  possibili^  of  construction,  relate  to  a 
case  where  the  offense  has  already  been  com- 
mitted, and  the  statute  of  limitations  is  changed 
wi^  reference  to  that  caaa  by  this  bill,  I  shall 
certainly  be  opposed  to  iU  And  my  object  in 
rising  was  to  caU  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  to  that 
feature  of  the  prorisioo,  if  it  be  in  the  bill,  and 
to  obtain  his  views  upon  that  point ;  for  I  am 
altogether  opposed  either  to  creating  a  new 
statute  of  limitations  with  reference  to  offenses 
already  committed,  or  creating  offenses  by  act 
of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  POLAND.  In  answer  to  my  friend 
from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldbipge,]  and  by  way 
of  explanation  to  the  House,  I  will  say  that  I 
was  requested  to  draw  a  bill  which  would  ex- 
tend as  finr  as  the  gentlemMi  says  he  fears  this 
biU  might  do.    Bat  it  did  not  commend  itself 
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to  my  ideas  and  notions  as  a  lawyer,  which 
are  very  like  those  which  have  been  expressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  ;  ana  there- 
fore in  the  second  section  of  this  bill  it  is 
carefully  provided  that  it  shall  not  have  any 
effbct  on  prei^isifng  oases. 

Mr.  BLDRiDOE.  I  desire  to  say  just  one 
word  further  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  think 
the  gentleman  shonid  amend  his  bill  in  this 
particalar :  I  believe  it  is  not  intended  to  cover 
only  the  cases  stated  in  the  first  section  and 
limited  by  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  It 
seems  to  me,  with  reference  to  persons  who 
have  absconded,  even  if  the  fire  years  ehall 
have  run  during  the  time,  there  should  be 
some  provision  in  the  bill  that  the  limitation 
of  five  years  should  not  apply  to  a  man  who 
has  crossed  the  seas,  or  gone  out  of  the  coun- 
try. '  The  great  rascals,  those  who  steal  the 
most  mon^  and  perpetrate  the  grossest 
frauds,  generally  have  money  enough  to  enable 
them  to  leave  the  country,  and  they  will  stay 
away  until  the  statute  of  limitation  has  run. 
under  this  act,  unless  there  be  a  general  law 
which  would  take  such  parties  out  of  the  limit- 
ation. I  think  the  gentleman  should  amend 
the  bill  so  that  the  five  years'  limitation  should 
not  apply  to  the  parties  who  had  stolen  monev 
enough,  or  obtained  money  enough  through 
fraud,  to  escape  beyond  the  seas.  I  will  there- 
fore offer  an  amendment  which  has  been  drawn 
to  meet  this  case  by  my  friend  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Cox]  while  Ihave  been  speaking. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  will  hear  toe  amendment 
read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

At  the  end  of  the  fint  section  add  tho  followlsc : 
Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  per> 

son  who  has  evaded  the  process  of  the  court  or  has 

abioonded  from  its  proper  Jorisdictioo. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  do  not  think  there  can 
be  any  possible  need  of  such  an  amendment 
(althongh  I  have  no  objection  to  it)  for  this  rea- 
son :  if  we  extend  the  time  to  ive  ^ears  we 
make  a  very  ample  statute  of  limitations  for 
penal  prosecutions.  And,  more  than  that, 
my  friend  from  Ayisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldbidoe,] 
as  a  lawyer,  will  understand  that  if  an  indict- 
ment be  found  within  five  years,  no  matter 
where  the  man  is,  the  statute  of  limitation  is 
saved,  and  whenever  he  returns  within   the 

f'  irlsdiction  he  can  be  arrested  and  tried.  As 
have  said,  I  think  there  is  no  possible  need 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  my  fHend  fVom  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland] 
is  right.  I  had  only  time  to  direct  my  atten- 
tion hastily  to  the  point.  I  think  the  indict- 
ment should  be  found  within  five  years  even 
if  the  party  has  escaped  out  of  the  countiy.  I 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  POLAND.  If  there  is  to  be  no  further 
debate  on  the  bill,  I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COX.  Befbre  the  gentleman  palls  the 
previous  question.  I  appeal  to  him  to  allow  me 
to  offer  that  amenament.  I  drew  it  and  banded 
it  to  my  friend  fromWisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldbidqb.  ] 
I  think  it  indispensable  to  limit  the  act  in  some 
way.  I  have  somewhat  modified  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  POLAND.    I  will  hear  it  as  modified. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

At  the  endof  the.  first  section  add  the  iellowiaf : 
Provtded/ThAi  the  hmitatloDs  of  this  aot  tfiall 
not  apply  to  any  person  who  has  evaded  the  process 
of  the  court,  or  has  absconded  firem  its  nroper  juris- 
diotioB. 

Mr.  COX.  My  idea  is  that  we  ought  not  to 
give  the  benefit  of  this  act  to  any  person  who 
mos  away  from  his  crime,  and  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  would  not  give  any 
relief  to  a  party  who  had  absconded  from  the 
proper  jurisdiction  or  bailiwick  in  which  ho 
was  to  be  indicted. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  have  no  objection  to  allow- 
ing tbe  amendment  to  ba  offered^  althoogh  I 
Uiink  there  is  no  necessity  for  it^  because  if 
an  indictment  be  found  within  five  years, 
and  the  party  has  absconded  or  undertaken 
to  evade  arrest,  he  can  be  arrested  at  any 
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time.  The  commeiicement  of  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings is  the  finding  of  the  bill  ofinoict- 
ment,  and  if  it  be  found  within  five  years  the 
man  may  be  arrested  any  time  within  ten  years 
if  he  can  be  found. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  not  convinced  by  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman.  The  indictment  may 
be  found  at  any  timO)  and  the  man  may  be 
absent. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  being  offered. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Cox  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee, 
to  strike  out  *^four  years*'  and  insert  ''five 
years,"  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  beinx 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WITNKSSKS  IN  EXTRADITION  GASBS. 

Mr.  POLAND,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1331)  relating  to 
witnesses  for  respondents  in  extradition  cases, 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  when- 
ever any  person  shall  be  apprehended  and 
brought  before  any  judge  or  commissioner 
upon  a  charge  of  crime  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  Government,  and  such 
person  shall  prove  by  affidavit  or  otherwise, 
to  the  satisfaction  oi  suoh  judge  or  commis- 
sioner, that  the  testimony  of  any  witnesses 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  judge  or  com- 
missiotier  is  material  to  his  defense  before 
such  judge  or  commissioner,  and  that  he  is 
actually  unable  to  pay  the  ^foes  of  such  wit- 
nesses, such  judge  or  oomm'issioner  shall  duly 
certify  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  the  names 
and  residences  of  such  witnesses,  and  the 
legal  fees  due  to  each  for  travel  aud  attend* 
ance,  and  also  the  name  of  the  officer  sum- 
moning said  witnesses,  and  his  legal  fees  there- 
for, and  said  sums  shall  be  allowed  to  the  mar- 
shal on  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  the 
Treasury,  and  the  marshal  shall  then  pay  the 
amount  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto. 

Mr.  POLANI).  I  do  not  desire  to  take  up 
any  time  in  explaining  this  bill  unless  some 
gentleman  desires  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PERPBTUATION  OP  TK8TIM0NY. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  back,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  It  do  pass,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  286) 
to  perpetuate  testimony  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  was  read. 

The  first  section  provides  that  any  person 
who  is  a  party  to  a  suit  pending  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States,  or  who  has  any  interest 
in  any  matter  which  is  or  may  be  the  subject 
of  a  suit  in  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
may  cause  the  testimony  of  any  witness,  mate- 
rial to  him  in  the  prosecution  or  defense  of 
\  such  suit,  to  be  taken  conditionally  and  to  be 
perpetuated. 

The  second  section  provides  that  upon  pro- 
ducing to  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  circuit  or  district  judge 
thereof,  register  in  bankruptcy,  or  to  any  com- 
missioner appointed  by  the  circuit  courts  of 


the  United  States  to  take  acknowledgments 
of  bail  and  affidavits,  due  proof  by  affidavit, 
first,  that  the  applicant  is  a  party  to  a  suit 
actually  pending  in  some  court  of  the  United 
States,  or  that  such  applicant  has  an  interest 
in  some  matter  which  is  or  may  be  the  subject 
of  suit  in  such  eourt ;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
testimony  of  any  witness  within  the  district 
where  the  officer  to  whom  such  application  is 
made  resides,  is  material  and  necessary  to  the 
prosecution  or  dTefense  of  such  suit ;  and, 
thirdly,  if  such  suit  be  not  actually  com- 
menced, that  the  party  having  an  interest  ad- 
verse to  the  applicant  is  of  full  age,  with  the 
name  and  residence  of  such  party,  such  officer 
shall  appoint  a  place  within  the  district  where 
such  witness  resides,  at  a  time  not  less  than 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  order,  for  the 
examination  of  such  witness. 

The  third  section  provides  that  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  party  desiring  such  examina- 
tion, such  officer  shall  issue  a  summons  to  the 
witness  designated  in  the  original  affidavit, 
requiring  him  to  appear  and  testify  at  the  time 
and  place  appointea,  which  summons  shall  be 
served  by,  first,  showing  to  the  witness  the 
original  summons,  under  the  hand  of  the  judge 
or  officer  issuing  the  same ;  secondly,  deliver- 
ing to  such  witness  a  copy  of  said  summons ; 
and  thirdly,  paving  or  tendering  to  such  wit- 
ness the  same  fees  and  mileage  as  are  all6wed 
to  witnesses  in  suits  pending  in  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

Section  four  provides  that  afler  satisfactory 
evidence  by  affidavit  shall  be  given  to  such 
officer  that  a  copy  of  the  order  directing  such 
examination,  and  of  the  affidavits  upon  which 
such  order  was  issued,  have  been  duly  and 
personally  served  upon  the  party  to  such  suit, 
if  one  be  pending,  or  on  the  persons  named 
in  the  original  affidavit  as  having  an  interest 
adverse  to  the  applicant,  if  no  suit  be  pend- 
ing, at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  therein 
appointed  for  such  examination  if  such  party 
or  persons  reside  in  the  district  in  which  such 
examination  is  appointed  to  take  place,  and  at 
least  thirty  days  before  such  time  if  said  party 
or  persons,  or  any  of  them,  reside  without  said 
district,  he  shall  proceed,  on  the  day  appoint- 
ed, and  on  such  other  days  to  which  the  matter 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  adjourned,  or  mav 
be  necessary,  to  take  the  deposition  of  sucu 
witness  conditionally. 

It  is  provided  by  the  fifth  section  that  the 
officer  taking  such  deposition  shall  insert 
therein  every  answer  or  declaration  of  the 
witness  examined  which  either  party  shall 
require  to  be  included  therein.  The  deposi- 
tion, when  completed,  shall  be  carefully  read 
to  and  subscribed  by  the  witness;  shall  be 
certified  by  the  officer  taking  the  same ;  and 
within  thirty  days  thereafler  shall  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  in  which 
such  suit  is  pending;  or  if  no  suit  be  pending, 
then  of  such  district  as  the  officer  granting  the 
order  for  such  examination  shall  appoint,  and 
which  district  shall  be  specified  in  such  order. 
There  shall  be  filed  with  the  said  deposition 
the  original  order  for  the  examination  of  the 
witness,  and  the  affidavits  on  which  the  same 
was  founded,  and  those  proving  the  service  of 
such  order. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  original 
affidavits  filed  with  such  deposition,  or  a  certi- 
fied copy  thereof,  shall  be  presumptive  evidence 
of  the  facts  therein  contained  to  show  a  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  seven  provides  that  if  any  person 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  at  the  time 
and  place  mentioned  in  the  summons  issued 
in  accordance  with  this  act,  or  if  upon  his 
appearance  he  shall  refuse  to  testify,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  would  be 
incurred  for  a  like  offense  on  the  trial  of  a 
suit  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
which  penalties  shall  be  enforced  by  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  district  in  which  such  wit- 
ness shall  reside.  If  such  examination  shall 
continue  more  than  one  day,  such  witness 


shall  be  entitled  to  receiv«  $1  60  for  esd 
additional  day. 

It  is  provided  in  section  eight  that  in  cue 
a  trial  shall  be  had  in  any  court  of  Uie  Uaite^ 
States  between  the  persons  namod  in  tbe  ori- 
ginal affidavits  as  parties,  or  named  tfaarGt 
as  having  an  interest  which  may  be  die  sub- 
ject of  a  suit,  or  between  any  parties  daia- 
mg  under  such  persons,  or  either  of  them,  b? 
title  arising  subsequent  to  the  aerrice  of  (he 
order  for  such  examination  aa  herehihefere 
provided,  upon  due  proof  of  the  death  or 
insanity  of  the  witness  examined  imrraaat  ts 
the  foregoing  provisions,  or  of  the  inal^ity 
of  the  party  to  produce  such  witness  in  coun. 
the  deposition  of  such  witness,  or  a  certified 
copy  thereof,  may  be  given  in  evidence  hj 
either  party. 

Section  qine  provides  that  the  depositioa 
so  taken  and  read  in  evidence  shall  have  thi 
same  effect,  and  no  other,  as  the  oral  testi- 
mony of  tiie  witness  woula  have  if  given  os 
such  trial ;  and  every  objection  to  the  coape- 
tency  or  credibility  of  such  witness,  or  to  thv 
relevancy  of  any  question  put  to  him,  or  of 
any  answer  given  by  him,  may  be  made  in  tlw 
same  manner  as  if  such  witness  were  penoc- 
ally  examined  on  such  triaL 

It  is  provided  in  section  ten  thsit  any  officer 
authorized  to  take  the  examination  c^  a  wit- 
ness, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
to  whom  application  may  be  made  for  tint 
purpose,  may 'order  such  examination  to  be 
nad  before  any  other  officer  to  whom  such 
application  might  have  been  originally  made, 
residing  in  the  same  district  with  the  witness 
to  be  examined,  and  such  officer  shall  proceed 
in  the  premises  in  the  same  manner  and  wiik 
the  like  power  as  if  the  order  for  exaaiinatio& 
had  been  made  by  him. 

Section  eleven  '  provides  that  deposttmi 
which  have  been  lawfully  taken  in  any  soic 
pending  in  any  eourt  of  the  United  States  mar, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  be  received  in 
any  subsequent  suits  between  the  same  parties 
or  those  claiming  under  them,  where  the  same 
subject-matter  is  in  controversy. 

Section  twelve  provides  that  where  the  wit- 
nesses, whose  testimony  is  sought  to  be  PfTP^' 
uated,  are  outof  the  jurisdiction  of  the  united 
States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  circuit  or  dis- 
trict court,  of  the  United  States,  upon  appKcatiou 
and  notice  as hereinbeforeprescribed,  to gjnnt 
a  commission  to  some  omcer  in  the  civil  or 
diplomatic  service  of  the  United  States  abroad 
to  take  the  testimony  of  such  witnesses  upon 
direct  and  cross- interrogatories  attached  to 
such  commission,  for  the  same  purposes  and 
to  be  preserved  and  used  in  like  manner  and 
with  the  same  effect  as  the  testimony  herein- 
before authorized  to  be  taken  within  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  POLAND.  This,  also,  is  a  hill  which 
was  passed  by  the  House  in  the  last  Congress 
and  was  favorably  reported  by  the  Judioary 
Committee  of  the  Senate,  but  failed  there  for 
wantoftime.  It  is  to  provide  a  mode  of  per^ 
petuating  testimony.  It  is  a  little  singular  that, 
under  the  statutes  of  the  United  States,  the  only 
mode  of  perpetuating  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses is  by  a  proceeding  in  chancery,  which 
all  lawyers  understand  is  a  somewhat  awkward 
and  expensive  proceeding  to  take  the  testimony 
of  witnesses. 

I  may  say  that  this  bill  was  mainly  prepared 
by  Mr.  Ferriss,  of  New  York,  who  was  a  mem 
ber  of  the  last  Congress,  and  is  founded  prin- 
cipally upon  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  provisions  of 
the  statutes  of  the  different  States  are  sob- 
siautially  the  same  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 
perpetuating  testimony ;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  this  bill  except  what  is  found  in  most  of  the 
State  statutes  authorizing  the  perpetuation  of 
testimony. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  The  suggestion  occurred 
to  my  mind,  upon  hearing  the  bill  read,  that 
there  should  be  a  limitation,  that  this  testi- 
mony should  not  be  used  against  a  person  who 
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did  noi  have  an  opportanity,  by  cross-ezamiiui- 
lioD  or  otherwise,  to  examine  IhawHoesseB. 

Mr.  POLAND.  That  is  undoubtedly  the 
meaning  of  the  bill.  It  proTides,  as  do  the 
State  statnteS)  that  it  may  be  nsed  not  only 
against  the  parties  who  had  notice,  bat  if  the 
litigation  finally  turns  oat  to  be  between  the 
parties  causing  the  testimony  to  be  taken,  and 
somebody  who  claims  under  the  party  who  had 
notice,  by  a  title  subsequent  to  the  time  of 
tatking  the  testimony,  he  shall  not,  by  changing 
His  tiSe  o?er  into  ouier  hands,  deprive  a  party 
of  the  benefit  of  the  testimony  taken. 

Mr.  ELDEIDQK  Then  there  should  be 
made  some  record  of  this  testimony,  especially 
i£  it  should  relate  to  real  estate,  or  else  parties 
buying  in  good  fiuth  would  be  bound  by  testi- 
mony of  which  they  had  no  knowledge,  and 
might  be  defrauded  because  there  was  no  record 
or  means  of  discoTeriog  this  testimony. 

Mr.  POLAND.  If  my  friend  had  listened 
Vo  the  reading  of  the  entire  bill,  he  would  hare 
seen  that  there  is  the  ordinary  provision  that 
^his  testimony,  within  thirty  days  after  it  is 
taken,  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  court  in  the  district  where  taken,  or  the 
district  where  the  controversy  is.  I  think  the 
l>ill  fully  meets  the  suggestion  of  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  ELDBIDGE.  Let  me  make  one  fur- 
ther suggestion.  There  is  no  provision  in  this 
bill,  as  I  understand  it— and  I  speak  with  manv 
doubts,  because  it  is  a  Ions  bill,  and  althoagn 
X  listened  to  it  attentively  I  am  not  certain  that 
J  understood  it  thoroughly — there  is  no  pro- 
vision requiring  that  Uiis  testimony  shall  be 
filed  in  Um  court  or  the  office  of  the  register 
of  the  district  where  the  property  is  situated. 
It  is  to  be  filed  in  the  district  court  from  which 
^e  process  issued,  but  it  is  not  required  to  be 
filed  in  the  land  district,  or  the  office  of  the 
register  of  the  district,  where  the  title  to  the 
real  estate  to  which  it  relates  may  be  affected 
by  it. 

Mr.  POLAND.    I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
fifth  section  of  the  bill. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  the  officer  taking  such  deposition  shall  insert 
ihewin  every  answer  or  declaration  of  the  witness 
examined  which  either  partpr  shall  require  to  be 
included  therein.  The  deposition,  when  completed, 
flhall  be  earefally  read  to  and  subscribed  by  the  wit- 
ness; shall  becMtifledby  the  officer  taking  the  same: 
and  within  thirty  days  thereafter  shall  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  in  which  such  snit 
is  pending ;  or  if  no  snit  be  pending,  then  of  such 
district  as  the  officer  granting  the  order  for  such 
examination  shall  appoint,  and  which  distnot  shall 
be  specified  in  such  order.  There  shall  be  filed  with 
the  said  deposition  the  original  order  for  the  exam- 
ination of  the  witness,  and  the  affidavits  on  which 
the  same  was  founded,  and  those  proving  the  servioe 
of  such  order. 

Mr.  ELDBIDGE.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Poland!  will  perceive  that  the  real 
estate  to  be  affected  by  this  testimony  may  be 
in  one  district  and  the  testimony  and  order 
filed  in  another,  so  that  if  a  party  purchasing 
real  estate  were  to  examine  the  records  of  the 
office  in  the  district  where  the  property  is  situ- 
ated he  might  be  unable  to  find  the  testimony 
affecting  his  rights,  because  it  was  in  another 
district  than  that  in  which  the  land  is  situated. 
Suits  are  not  in  all  cases  confined  to  the  loeus 
of  the  land,  but  they  may  be  in  some  other 
district  court.  Therefore  the  rights  of  parties 
may  be  affected  without  any  means  whatever 
of  finding  out  the  proceedings  that  have  been 
had  against  the  property  that  they  are  pur- 
chasing. It  seems  to  me,  too,  that  parties 
ought  not  to  be  affected  in  that  w^ :  tjiat  we 
ought  not  to  add  another  provision  by  which 
parties  must  have  a  farther  abstract,  must  not 
only  search  the  titles  that  have  accrued,  that 
are  in  existence,  but  they  must  search  the  pro- 
ceedings of  courts  and  examine  the  testimony 
of  witnesses  to  ascertain  whether  the  property 
thev  are  purchasing  is  affected  by  it  or  not. 
I  think  that  that  provision  of  the  bill  oucht 
not  to  be  adopted.  In  the  view  which  I  take, 
it  seems  to  me  that  innocent  parties  may  be 
iojurionsly  affected  by  such  proceedings. 
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Mr.  POLAND.  There  would  be  v^  little 
use  in  having  a  statute  to  perpetuate  testimony 
if  one  of  the  parties  to  tne  controversy  oould 
immediately  transfer  his  interest  into  the  hands 
of  other  parties  who  would  not  be  affected 
b^  it.  I  have  no  objection  to  an  amendment 
(if  my  friend  from  Wisconsin  desires  to  move 
such  an  amandment)  providing  that  if  the  con* 
troversy  be  in  relation  to  the  title  to  land  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  district  where  the  land  is 
situated. 

Mr.  ELDRIDQE.  I  think  such  an  amend- 
ment would  improve  the  bill.  I  suggest  that 
it  read  in  this  form :  provided  that  the  testi- 
mony, where  it  affects  real  estate,  shall  be 
filed  in  tha  clerk's  office  of  the  county  where 
the  real  estate  is  situated. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  think  we  ought  not  to 
require  this  evidence  to  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  county  clerk.  Tnis  bill  is  de- 
signed to  authoriae  the  taking  of  testimony  io 
be  used  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  I 
ropose  that  such  testimony  where  it  affects 
and  be  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  dis- 
trict where  the  same  is  situated.  The  amend- 
ment in  the  form  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  yVisconsin  would  be  incongruous. 

Mr.  ELDEIDGE.  I  propose  to  provide  that 
where  the  testimony  auects  real  estate  a  copy 
of  it  shall  be  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the 
county  where  the  real  estate  is  situated. 

Mr.  POTTER.  It  ought  to  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  United  States  district  court  for 
the  district  in  which  the  property  is  situated. 
In  investigating  titles  we  do  not,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  search  for  liens  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  in  any  county  clerk's  office ; 
but  we  search  in  the  office  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  in  whicl} 
the  land  is  situate.  As  this  is  a  proceeding 
under  Federal  law  to  affect  land  within  the 
district,  it  seems  to  me  safficient  to  provide 
that  a  copy  of  the  testimomr  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of^  the  district. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
amendment  as  it  has  been  taken  down. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

ProviiMU  That  there  shall  be  a  eopj  of  the  evidence 
deposited  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  district  in  which 
the  land  is  situated. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  '4n  the  clerk's  office  of 
the  county'*  is  what  I  suggest;  and  I  would 
add  further,  that  a  minute  thereof  be  made  in 
the  index  relating  to  land  titles. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  had 
better  be  reduced  to  writing  by  the  gentleman 
who  desires  to  offer  it.  Amendments  of  this 
character  should  always  be  in  writing. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
amendment  ought  to  be  adopted  requiring  this 
evidence  to  be  filed  in  any  State  court  office 
or  in  any  county  clerk's  office.  I  think  it 
rijght  enough  that  a  copy  should  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  the 
district  where  the  land  is  situated. 

Mr.  LAMISON.  I  suggest  that  the  testi- 
mony should  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
recorder  of  deeds. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  that,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  territorial  extent  of  some  of  the 
districts  of  the  United  States,  the  provision  he 
suggests  would  be  almost  worthless.  Some 
of  tne  districts  are  five  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent; and  rf  this  evidence  is  to  be  filed  only  in 
the  office  of  the  district  court,  a  man  mi  j;ht  be 
required  to  travel  five  hundred  miles  to  find 
out  matters  affecting  his  title.  I  think  that  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Wis- 
consin is  very  proper. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  would  like  to  hear  the 
amendment  as  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided^  Thst  if  thecontroversy  be  in  relation  to 
the  title  to  land,  there  shall  be  a  copy  of  the  evi- 
deaee  deposited  in  the  recorder  of  deeds'  office  of  the 
oountjr  in  which  the  land  is  situated^  and  a  minnte 
thereof  be  made  in  the  index  of  titles  to  real  estate. 

Mr.  POTTER.    I  hope  that  amendment  in 


form  will  not  prevail,  and  for  this  reason!  in 
the  investigation  of  titles  you  search  the  office 
of  the  register  of  deeds,  or  whatever  else  his 
name  may  be,  who  is  the  officer  of  the  State 
having  charge  of  this  registering  for  the  county, 
in  respect  of  incumbrances  and  State  Hens 
affecting  the  property  in  qnestion,  but  you  also 
search  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  United 
States  court  for  the  district  in  'which  the  prop- 
erty is  situated  for  judgment  and  other  liens 
which  the  Federal  law  may  create  against  the 
same  property,  and  by  every  analogy  this  tes- 
timony, in  order  to  give  proper  notice  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  property  affected  by  it,  should 
DC  filed  where  the  Federal  liens  are  kept;  that 
is,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  United  States 
district  court  of  the  district  where  this  testi- 
mony is  taken.  It  would  be  wholly  anomalons 
to  take  notice  of  Federal  proceeding  and  put 
it  in  the  hands  of  State  suthority.  It  would 
lead  to  confusion  instead  of  convenience. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  The  gentleman  misap- 
prehends very  much,  I  think,  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  I  propose.  The  only  objection 
that  can  be  made  to  it  is  that  it  would  put  to 
too  much  trouble  persons  seeking  to  perpetu- 
ate testimony.  Here  it  is  to  be  placed  side 
by  side  with  the  real  estate  to  be  affected,  and 
the  parties  seeking  to  perpetuate  a  lawsuit 
against  real  estate  ought  to  be  put  to  the  trouble 
to  put  it  where  it  can  be  seen  by  every  person 
who  is  to  be  affected.  It  is  to  be  placed  side 
bv  side  in  the  index  so  it  may  be  seen  at  a 
glance.  It  can  do  no  harm.  Even  if  we  do 
search  the  records  of  the  district  courts  as  sog- 
gested,  we  may  not  search  them  in  all  cases, 
and  it  is  more  convenient  to  find  it  placed  side 
by  side  in  the  recorder's  office  where  the  deeds 
are  recorded,  so  that  any  party  searching  the 
records  may  see  it  at  a  glance  and  be  referred 
to  the  testimony  affecting  the  title. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  have  no  objection  to  this 
amendment  being  voted  on,  but  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  is  an  amendment  that  ought  to  be 
made ;  and  if  this  amendment  does  noa  pre- 
vail, I  will  myself  offer  an  amendment  requir- 
ing that  copies  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  district  iu  which  the  land  is 
situated. 

Mr.  POTTER.  United  Sutes  district  court  7 

Mr.  POLAND.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  if  this  be 
voted  down.  Before  calling  the  previous  ques- 
tion I  will  move  an  amendment  as  a  suDsti- 
tute  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin,  as  follows : 

And  if  the  controversy  be  in  relation  to  the  title 
to  real  estate,  a  copy  of  said  testimony  shall  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  where  such 
lands  are  situated. 

I  now  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  first  recurred  on  Mr.  Polavd^s 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  House  divided ;  and  thare  were — ayes 
61,  noes  23. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then 
adopted. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  beins 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  thtrd 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PREVJBNTION  OF  SMUGOLINO. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  back  House  bill  No.  187,  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent 
smuggling,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approvea 
July  18,  18C6,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  endtled  *' An  act  to 
farther  prevent  smuggling,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' approved  July  18,  1866,  is  amended 
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fo  as  to  rtad  that  it  tball  be  the  dut^  of  Uie 
seroral  ooUeotors  of  customs  and  of  internal 
rerenoa  to  report  within  ten  da3r8  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  district  in  which  any  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  may  be  incurred  for 
tba  violation  of  any  law  of  the  United  States 
rdating  to  the  revenue,  a  statemeat  of  all  the 
facta  and  ciroumstanees  of  the  case  within 
their  knowledge,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  witnenes,  and  wluch  may  eome  to  their 
knowledge  from  time  to  time,  stating  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  law  believed  to  be  violated,  and 
on  which  a  reliance  may  be  had  for  condemna- 
tion or  coovietion,  and  such  district  attorney 
shall  cause  the  proper  proceedings  to  be  com- 
menced  and  prosecutea  without  delay  for  the 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  by  law  in  such 
case  provided,  unless  upon  inquiry  and  ez- 
aminatiop  he  shall  decide  that  such  proceed- 
ings eannot  probablj  be  sustained,  or  that  the 
ends  of  pobhc  justice  do  not  re<]aire  that  pro- 
ceedings should  be  instituted,  in  which  case 
he  shul  report  the  facts  in  customs  cases  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  internal 
revenue  cases  to  tho  Conamissioner  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue,  for  their  direction ;  and  for  the 
expenses  incurred  and  services  rendered  in  all 
iuoh  cases  the  district  attorney  shall  receive 
and  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  such  sum  aa 
the  judge  before  whom  such  cases  are  tried  or 
disposed  of  shall  certify  is  just  and  reasonable ; 
provided,  however,  that  the  annual  compensa- 
tion of  such  district  attorney  shall  not  exceed 
the  maximum  amount  now  prescribed  by  law ; 
and  if  any  collector  shall  in  any  case  fail  to 
report  to  the  proper  district  attorney  as  pre- 
scribed in  this  section,  such  collector's  share 
of  any  fine,  penalty,  or  foVfeiture  imposed  or 
incurred  in  such  case  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  same  shall  be  awarded 
to  such  persons  as  may  make  complaint  and 
proeecttte  the  same  to  judgment  or  convic- 
tion. 

The  following  was  Uie  amendment  reported 
from  the  committee : 

In  line  twentv-seven*  after  the  word  **  as,"  insert 
the  following:  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuory  sbiUl 
deem  just  and  reMooftbleupon  theoertinoateof;" 
and  in  line  twenty-eirht.  afterthe  words  "disposed 
of."  strike  out  the  words  **  shall  certify  is  Just  and 
reasonable:"  so  that  it  will  read,  **  and  for  the  ex- 
penses incarred  and  services  rendered  in  all  inch 
eases  the  district  attorney  shall  receive  and  be 
paid  from  the  Treasury  such  sum  as  the  Seoretwry 
of  the  Treasury  shall  deem  Justandreasonableupon 
the  certificate  of  the  Judge  before  whom  such  cases 
are  tried  or  disposed  of." 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  find  I  am  using  rather 
more  than  my  share  of  the  morning  hour,  and 
I  will  take  no  time  to  explain  this  bill  unless 
some  gentleman  desires  it. 

The  amendiaent  reported  by  the  committee 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  thirl 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  whkh  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESS  AG  B  FROM  THE  SKNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Qorhak, 
its  Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  House  bill  of  the  following  title,  with 
amendmentSi  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  243)  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  to  Congress  among  the 
several  States  according  to  the  ninth  census. 

APPSLLATB  JURISDICTION  OF  SUPREItB  COURT. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  reported  back,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  wiUi  aa  amend* 
ment,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  891)  to  further  regu- 
late the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  to  prevent  delays  therein. 

The  bill  was  read. 


The  araendmeiit  reported  bf  the  cottmittee 

was  as  follows: 

In  section  five,  line  tnro,  after  the  word  "pdce,*' 
insert  the  following:  ** except  as  to  the  (ndiofs  of 
the  fact  ;**  so  that  it  will  read,  that  the  provlsiooi 
of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  eases  of  price,  except 
as  to  the  fladii^isof  tlie  £aot." 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  pre- 
sume there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  amend* 
ment.  As  regards  the  whole  bill,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  House  will  see  that  its  scope  is  to  relieve 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from 
that  accumulation  of  business  which  renders 
justice  now  unattainable  in  that  court. 

The  first  section  provides  that  where,  by  the 
act  of  1789,  appeal  was  lissited  to  $2,000,  it 
shall  now  be  limited  to  $6,000.  That  section 
also  provides  that  cases  shall  be  brought  np 
here  from  the  highest  territeriai  courts,  upon 
questions  of  constitutional  law,  j«  tl^y  are 
from  the  highest  State  courts. 

The  second  section  provides  that  in  cases 
where  the  facts  ape  not  found  by  a  jury,  ih9 
findings  of  facts  in  the  court  below,  where  there 
may  be  appeal  as  in  e^ity,  maritime,  and 
admiralty  causes  from  oiromt  covrta  and  difr* 
trict  courts,  shall  be  eondasive,  potting  on 
such  courts  in  equity  casea,  maritime  oases,  and 
admiralty  oases  and  the  like,  the  same  rule  as 
we  now  put  upon  the  Court  of  Claims :  Uiat  they 
shall  find  the  facts  and  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
deal  with  the  law.  Now  the  Supreme  Court 
deals  with  questions  of  ftu)t  They  spend  whole 
weeks  examining  simple  qaestlens  of  ^t, 
especially  in  admiralty  cases.  In  every  case 
of  collision,  Uiey  have  to  find  oat  whic^  pilot 
is  to  blame ;  whether  a  certain  vesid  carried 
a  li^ht  or  not.  Such  questions  occupy  nearly 
their  whole  time.  I  can  state  one  faot  to  tlie 
House  which  will  illustrate  the  imperative 
peoessity  of  this  bill  in  this  regard.  Twenty 
years  ago,  the  average  number  of  causes  in  the 
Supreme  Court  was  something  near  twenty. 
Now  we  have  got  five  hundred  and  seventy ; 
and  anless  this  measure  of  relief  is  voted,  it  is 
impossible  for  that  court  to  get  on  or  any  other 
court.  Sitting  eveiy  day  in  the  year  and  everv 
hour  in  the  day  will  not  accomplish  the  bust* 
ness. 

The  third  section  makes  s  further  limitatioo, 
that  in  admiralty  causes,  where  there  has  been 
one  hearing  before  the  district  court,  and  then 
an  appeal  to  the  circuit  court,  and  another 
hearing  there,  there  shall  not  be  a  second  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Court  unless  the  amount 
of  $10,000  is  involved.  The  parUes  have 
already  had  two  hearings,  to  wit,  one  before  a 
district  judge  and  one  before  a  circuit  judge, 
it  may  be  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  sitting  on  that  circuit 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  in  a  criminal 
cause  where  a  question  of  law  arises  so  doubtful 
Uiat  the  jud^e  of  the  circuit  court  thinks  it  ought 
to  be  examined  bjr  the  Supreme  Court,  be  may 
certify  it  up,  and  in  his  judgment  roaKe  such 
stay  of  execution  as  is  necessary  to  have  that 
case  examined.  This  provision  applies  oaly 
to  cases  where  infamous  punishments  or  li& 
are  at  stake.  I  need  not  tell  any  lawyer  in  the 
House  that  there  is  no  meaas  now  by  which  a 
question  in  a  criminal  cause  can  be  reexamined 
by  the  Supreme  Court  unless  there  happen  to 
be  two  judges  sitting  in  the  circuit  court,  and 
thejr  disagree  upon  the  question.  Now,  in  a 
majority  of  cases  only  one  judge  sits  in  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  then  there  can  be  no  rei^xam- 
ination  of  any  question  of  criminal  law.    It  is 

Srovided  by  this  bill  that  where  a  question  is 
eemed  by  the  judge  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  reexamined,  it  shall  be  reexamined  upon 
his  certificate,  and  in  other  cases  where  the 
judge  doubts  whether  it  is  of  sufioieot  import- 
ance and  the  defendant  thinks  it  is  import- 
ant, he  can  have  the  question  spread  upon  the 
record,  and  then  ask  a  certificate  of  any  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  if  he  can  find  any 
judge  of  that  court  who  thinks  it  is  of  suflk^ieat 
importance  to  be  examined  before  that  court 
it  ma^  be  certified  up  by  that  judge.  Thii 
provision  is  taken,  as  I  understand,  almost 


Hterdhp  frm  ik^  prevxsioii  of  law  in  like  eans 
in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  fifth  section  simply  provides  tb&t  the  pto- 
visions  of  this  aet  ahall  not  apply  to  oaaea  ef 
priae,  except  as  to  questions  otfaciy  nor  shall  it 
apply  to  ao^appeaUnow  pending  orn^i^asay 
be  taken  within  six  months  afior  the  passage 
of  this  act.  The  reaaen  why  priae  caeca  asc 
ezoepled  and  allowM  to  eome  up  difwetly  lo 
the  0O|ireme  Courtis  this:  priae  caaea  almost 
always  involve  the  rights  of  eome  fbreiga  sab- 
jeols,  and  invelve  our  relations  with  tdrtiga 
Governments,  and  it  has  always  been  coadd- 
ered  that  a  priae  oase,  however  amall,  eboald 
have  the  judgment  of  the  higheat  eo«rts  of  the 
hwd. 

This  bill,  which  wasj  I  am  iafiBrmed,  pee- 
pared  at  the  instance  of  the  judges  of  the  S«- 
preme  Conrtf  wss  introdaeed  into  the  Senate 
and  House,  and  by  the  Hoose  referred  te  the 
Cessmittee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws,  bf 
us  examined  and  perfected  as  weU  na  we  oonW, 
and  then  reconunitted  atid  ordered  to  he 
printed.  We  then  submitted  a  eopy  to  each 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Coart  and  the 
Attorney  Geaeral,  and  asked  for  any  sag- 
gestions  as  to  the  amendsientfl  that  we  had 
offered  to  the  bill,  and  as  to  the  action  of  the 
bill,  and  they  have  found  no  objection.  I 
now  yield  to  tHe  gentleman  from  Wiseonsio, 
[Mr.  £Li»iinoB.] 

Mr.  FARNS  WOETH.  I  believe  the  morn- 
ing hour  has  now  expired,  and  I  more  to  ge 
to  bttsinesaon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaehusetta.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  will  allow  ns  to 
dispose  of  this  bill.  It  will  not  take  nni^ 
time. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    I  have  no  ol^'eetasD. 

Mr.  ELDRIDQB.  I  only  want  to  make  a 
soggestion  te  the  gentleman  from  Iffassache- 
setts.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  ■atter  of 
very  doubtful  propriety  to  Kmit  cases  of  lypeal 
to  the  sum  of  $5,000.  I  know  very  welt  that 
the  Supreme  Court  is  clogged  so  that  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  dispose  of  the  esses 
upon  its  calendar,  but  I  want  to  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts thsiha  has 
probablv  added,  by  the  provision  in  regard  to 
criminal  oases,  as  many  cases  to  the  calendar 
as  he  will  take  off  b^  limiting  the  jurisdic^a 
in  oases  of  appeal  m  civil  causes  to  $^000. 
I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  there  -ought  to 
De  some  provision  made  if  possible  to  relieve 
the  Supreme  Conrt  from  the  asMnint  of  bnsi- 
ness  open  its  calendar,  bat  this  biH,  if  I  un- 
derstand it  aright — and  I  think  I  do  compie- 
hend  it  in  that  regard-^will  add  as  many  criss- 
inal  catmes  to  the  calendar  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  it  will  take  off  civil  causes  by  making 
the  limitatien  $5,000,  and  the  propriety  of 
that,  it  seems  to  me,  is  vefy  doubtful,  to  say 
the  least  of  it.  It  is  to  say  that  a  man  shall 
not  have  a  chance  to  appeal  his  case,  althoagh 
it  mav  amount  to  $4,009  or  even  to  $4,999, 
as  well  as  when  it  amounts  to  $5,000.  It  is 
ar<>itimry  in  every  respect  to  limit  it  bj  mere 
doUars  and  cents.  I  believe  the  limitation 
is  now  $2,000;  and  here  by  one  amendment 
$8,090  is  added  to  the  limitation,  for  the 
pnrpese  of  relieving  the  Snpreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  said.  When  we  come 
to  oottsider  the  whole  bill.  I  think  it  win  ap- 
pear to  everyone  that  we  have  added  as  many 
oases  to  the  caleailar  of  the  Supreme  Conrt, 
by  allowing  cmpeals  in  criminal  cases,  as  we 
have  taken  off  oy  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Let  me 
explain  to  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
Eu)RTi»oe,]  and  to  the  House,  the  reason  why 
the  limitation  of  $5,000  was  taken.  In  the 
first  place  $2,000  is  now  the  limit,  as  the  ^n- 
tleman  is  aware,  aud  that  limit  was  fixed  in 
1789.  At  tills  time  $5,000  is  no  more  as  a 
limitation  than  $2,000  was  in  1789.  Now,  I 
hold  that  any  man  ought  to  beptit  under  guard- 
ianship Who  would  appeal  a  case  in  issue  to  thh 
Supreme  Court  for  less  than  $5,000,  specially 
if  he  employs  cotmsel  fit  td  signe  it,  for  H 
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t^ejr  do  not  okai|^  him  quite  as  naoli  at  he 
pats  in  issue  I  am  much  mistaken  in  my  men. 
We  must  fix  some  arbitrary  limit;  every 
limit,  of  course)  is  arbitrary.  And  it  was 
thought  that  having  now  a  body  of  circuit 
judges  who  try  cases  in  the  circuit  courts^ 
who  try  them  as  a  rule,  whose  business  it  is  to 
try  them,  as  high  a  class  of  judges  as  any  in 
the  country,  it  was  best  to  make  this  limit, 
beeanse,  as  I  have  said,  we  most  bring  down 
the  amount  of  litigation  before  these  courts ; 
suid  the  very  suggestion  of  my  friend  from  Wis- 
conain,  [Mr.  Eldbidob,]  to  wit,  that  we  add 
sonething  by  the  criminal  ^t  of  this  bill,  is 
an  endence  that  we  must  bring  other  business 
down.  I  think  it  is  a  great  wroo^  that  while 
watit  here  disputing  on  the  qnestion  whether 
this  jurisdiction  of  the  Sapieme  Conrt  shall 
ba  limited  to  $6,000,  in  matters  of  nioaev,  yet 
when  a  man's  life  or  his  liberty  is  at  stake  he 
csuDot  get  a  hearin^^  before  the  Supreme  Court 
upou  any  one  qnestion,  except  two  judges  ba|^ 

Ku  to  be  on  the  bench,  ana  those  two  judflea 
^ppen  to  differ. 

ilr.  NIBLACK.  I  have  a  little  curiosUy  to 
know  how  it  is  that  the  Committee  on  the  Re- 
vision of  the  Laws  haa  got  possession  of  this 
class  of  legislation,  when  by  the  imssemorial 
usage  of  the  House  it  belongs  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  disttl^nished  chair* 
man  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciarv  [Mr. 
Bivobam]  now  sits  on  our  side  of  the  House« 
and  as  I  feel  a  great  interest  iu  his  behair,  1 
desire  to  protest  agaiest  this  iaterfiveuee  with 
the  business  of  bis  committee. 

Mr.  BUTLfiB,  of  MasMchusetU.  The  way 
we  got  it  was  that  the  House  gave  it  to  ua»  by 
referring  this  bill  to  our  oommitlee. 

Mr.  KIBLACK.  It  was  certain^  a  gteat 
ovexaight  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTLEB,  of  Massachusetts.  The  gen* 
tieman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Niblaok]  does  not 
belong  to  the  Coosiaittee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  therefore  he  has  no  right  to  oomplaiu.  I 
do  belong  to  that  committee,  and  I  haTe  a  right 
to  complain  if  any  wrong  has  been  done. 

Mr.  tUBLAO^  I  am  impartial,  aed  there- 
fore can  more  properly  ioteriere. 

Mr.MEBRICK.  I  desire  to.  offer  an  amend* 
ment  to  this  bill  with  re&Dence  to  appeals 
from  the  eonrts  of  the  District  of  Cokimoia. 

Mr.  BUTLEB.  of  Massachusetta  I  will 
hear  it. 

Mr.  MEBBICE.  The  courts  of  the  Dds* 
triet  of  Colaaihia  are  not  eoustituted  at  all 
with  reference  to  making  them  ultimate  tri* 
banals  or  courts  of  appetfl ;  they  are  nothing 
hot  niH  pritu  courts.  They  ha?e  a  large  juris- 
diction, and  the  pe<n>le  have  immenuNrtally 
had  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  desire  to  move  an  amendment  that  they  shall 
have  the  right  of  appeal  and  writs  of  error  to 
the  Supreme  Conrtj  as  heretofore,  in  all  oases 
where  the  amount  m  controversy  exceeds  the 
sum  of  $2,000.  It  has  been  said  that  this  bill 
has  the  approbation  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Conrt.  It  has  been  said.  I  believe, 
that  it  has  had  the  special  approbation  and 
preparation  of  Jastice  Miller.  Now,  I  am 
advised  that  JusUce  Miller  himself  is  in  favor 
of  the  restoration  and  preservation  of  the  right 
of  appeal  from  the  supreme  court  of  the 
District  of  ColnmUa  to  the  Supreme  Conrt 
of  the  Unitrd  States. 

Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  Massachusetts.  Ut  ihe 
amendment  be  read. 

Mr.  MEBBICK.  The  amendment  is  sim* 
ply  to  preserve  the  right  of  appeal  frosa  the 
supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  all 
cases  where  it  now  prevails,  where  the  amennt 
in  controversy  exceeds  the  sum  of  $2,000.  It 
is  but  right  and  proper,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this 
people  here  should  have  someproteotioii  from 
the  great  mantle  of  jurisprudenoe  which  >& 
Kpreud  by  the  guardianship  of  this  nation  in 
the  other  wing  of  this  Capitol.  They  shoul<l 
not  be  left  in  all  matters  as  pariahs^  to  be  thcown 
about  at  the  mercy  of  all  sorts  of  experiments. 
They  have   su£fered  enough   by  injudicious 


legialatien.  Lei  Ihea  at  least  have  the  guard* 
iaaship  of  thai  great  tribunal  which  admiu* 
isters  the  Constitution  and  the  ktws  of  these 
United  States  for  the  ptotectuMi  of  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country.  The  number  of  appeals 
from  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  will,  at  ainr  rate,  be  sipaH. 

Mr.  BUTLEB  of  Massachusetts.  The  gen- 
tleman is  wholly  mistaken  in  supposing  the 
bill  does  not  now  allow  what  he  is  asking. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  No,  sir,  it  only  allows 
the  same  right  of  appeal  from  the  territorial 
courts  as  there  is  from  the  State  courts ;  that 
is  when  a  right  is  claimed  under  the  Constitu- 
tion or  seme  statute  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  right  is  denied  hy  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  an  i4>peal  isi avowed  to  the  United  Stuties 
court,  for  the  purpose  4{f  protecting  ^d  uenold- 
ing  the  Federal  autbonty  where  it  is  assailed  on 
the  part  of  the  judicial  organi^ubtioi^  of  one  0£ 
the  States.  But  there,  i^  no  danger  of  this  Dis- 
trict in  its  organization  assaiUni;  the  Fcdej:al 
power,  or  setting  up  an  l^lt•gDnism  of  Juris- 
diction or  law  wiin  reference  to  the  Federal  tri- 
bunals. There  is  no  need,  therefore,  of  put- 
ting this  District  in  the  same  predicament  with 
the  several  States  of  the  Umoo.  The  people 
of  this  District  are  your  helpless  wards ;  ^ey 
denuad  and  ought  to  receive  at  the  hands  of 
Congress  the  full  protection  which  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal  can  give  them,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  e^al  justice  among  this  poor  people 
here. 

I  know  something  of  the  matter  whereof  I 
speak.  I  have  loug  been  connected  with  the 
people  of  this  District;  for  many  years  I  was 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  for  this  District : 
I  know  the  rights  that  these  people  have,  ana 
that  their  riehts  ought  to  be  guarded  and  pro- 
tected. Unless  they  have  The  privil^e  of 
going  to  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States,  poor  indeed  will  be  their  coadition  with 
respect  to  the  e<|aal,  impartial,  and  ealight- 
eaed  adaiaistratioa  of  justice.  In  their  name 
I  J4>peal  to  the  House  and  beg  it  not  to  ignore 
their  rights  and  prifdlegea^  and  I  wouldsup- 
port  that  appeal  by  the  statement  that  the  very 
justice  of  tne  Supreme  Court  who  prepared 
this  bill  is  now  of  tne  opinion,  as  I  am  iniosm- 
ally  authorized  to  state,  that  tne  right  of  appeal 
should  be  preserved  to  this  people  as  it  haa 
heretofore  been  exercised  in  their  oehal£  Not 
more  than  two  or  three  appeals  in  the  coarse 
of  a  year  go  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  trom  the  supreme  court  of  this 
District ;  but  at  least  let  the  people  here  have 
that  right  of  appeal^  let  tkem  have  this  check 
over  the  judictary-'^*^  check  which,  although  it 
may  seldom  be  called  into  opeiation,  will  still 
hang  over  the  judges  ef  the  District  as  a  safe- 
goacd  for  the  people,  so  aa  to  secure  the  hir 
and  careful  i^lministration  o^  the  law  to  these 
poor  people,  who  have  no  frienas  to  take  care 
of  them  except  this  Congress.  I  do  trust,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  trust  we 
s^all  now  bear  the  amendment  read. 

llie  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  appeals  and  writs  of  error  from  the 
npfw  coart  of  lbs  Diitriot  of  Colamela  to  the 
Supremo  Court  of  tho  United  Slales  aball  remsia  as 
now  provided  by  law  in  all  esses  where  the  mattsr  in 
dispmte  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  $2{00tt. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachnaelAs.  TheDU- 
trict  of  Columbia  haa  a  eeort  ooeaiatiag  ef  five 
judges  learned  and  able.  I  nature  the^solle- 
man  from  Maiyland  L^r.  Mbuook]  that  the 
charaeter  of  that  court  is  venr  qpueh  impraved 
since  he  used  to  kaow  il.    [Lscagkler.] 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  do  not  prepoae  to  oall 
in  queatioa  the  eom|Mrative  character  ef  those 
who  formerly  administered  jaatice  in  theoonrt 
of  this  District  and  these  whe  now  da  sa.  It 
was  not  my  purpose  to  reflect  on  those  who 
are  members  of  the  court  at  present  $  I  only 
adverted  te  those  who  heietofi>readainietered 
justice  here  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
I  knew  something  in  reliction  to  the  matter 
whereof  I  spoke»  it  is  not  r  my  hshk  to  in- 
dulge .  io  personal .  reflections, .  although .  the 


ffoeUeman  from  Massachusetts  may  be,  per* 
baps,  quite  as  obnoxious  to  them  as  myself  if 
I  pleased  to  make  any  such  reflections. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  must 
resume  the  floor. 

Mr.MEBRICK.  I  addressed  myself  to  the 
reason  and  judgment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  am  appealed  to 
to  renew  my  motion.  As  it  is  probable  this 
will  consume  cousiderable  time,  I  suggest  that 
it  go  over  lill  to-niorrow. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
simply  to  say  to  the  House^  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
in  this  case  the  District  of  Columbia  has  what 
the  people  of  the  States  have  not;  they  have 
a  judicial  tribunal  in  banc  of  five  judges  paid 
for  by  the  United  States,  with  all  their  ex- 
penses paid,  and  they  have  fully  the  right 
to  appeal  to.  the  Supreme  Court  that  every- 
body in  every  State  has  beside.  Then  they 
have  the  additional  right,  to  wit,  that  every 
men  in  a  State  can  only  have  the  right  to 
appeal  where  some  law  of  the  United  States  is 
ca&ed  ift  question  under  &fe  thousand  dollars. 
Now»  as  most  of  the  cases  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  arise  under  laws  of  the.  United 
States^  if  they  are  harmed  by  the  adjudication 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  they  can 
appeal  and  have  that  ^e<ttion  reexamined.  So 
the  *'  poor  people''  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
who  will  not  have  many  cases  of  $2,(K)0,  have 
all  the  rights,  and  more,  too,  that  the  rest  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have,  so  far 
as  regattls  judicial  proceedings.  And  there  is 
more  time  consumed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  hearing  esses  from  the 
District  of  Colombia  than  there  is  in  bearing 
those  from  any  State  in  the  Union,  as  there 
was  more  time  consumed  in  this  House  legislat- 
ing lor  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  olden 
time  than  for  any  one  State  in  the  Union.  We 
hear  of  nothing  but  what  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia wants  in  Congress.  They  are  importunate 
wards  if  unfortunate  wards  of  the  nation. 
Therefore  I  trust  there  will  be  no  exception, 
because  everybody,  then,  will  be  getting  his 
little  litigation  into  the  District  of  Columbia. 
I  now  cidl  for  the  vote. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose to  call  the  previous  question  7 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
allow  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  desire  to  be  heard  on 
this  bill  before  the  previous  question  is  called. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  proceed 
to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

APPORTIONMENT. 

The  first  bill  on  the  Speaker's  table  was 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  248)  for  the  apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  the  several  States 
according  to  the  ninth  census,  returned  from 
the  Senate  with  amendments. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendments,  as  follows : 

Pace  3.  line  seventeen,  strike  out  the  words  "  and 
in  sQoh  manoer." 
A4A  at  the  end  of  the  bUl  the  followina : 
6sc.  6.  That  should  anj  State,  after  the  pss«s«o 
of  this  aot.  deny  or  abridf  e  the  right  of  any  of  the 
male  inhabttants  of  such  States,  beioc  twentj-one 
yean  of  age,  and  oitiiens  of  the  United  States,  to 
vote  at  any  election  named  in  the  Constitution,  arti* 
do  fourteen,  secti^  one,  except  for  partidpa^n 
in  the  rebellion  or  other  crime,  the  number  of  Rep* 
resentativee  appertioned  in  tois  aet  te  snoh  Sutes 
shall  be  redaoed  in  the  proportion  which  the  num- 
ber of  such  male  citixens  shall  have  to  the  whole 
number  of  male  citixens  twenty-one  years  of  age  In 
soeh  State. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  the  Honse 
concnr  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  Thej 
can  do  no  harm. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  sev- 
erally agreed  to. 

INDIAN  APPKOPBIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  wish  to  move  thai  the 
Hooae  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  aad  cooeiderinp^  the  Indian 
epprepriation  bill,  and  before  doing  so  I  wish 
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to  move  that  all  general  debate  in  jtlie  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  shall  be  limited  to  five 
minutes. 

MBXIOAN   AFVAIR8. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  to  me  for  a  moment  to  offer  a  resolution 
calling  for  information. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  will  yield  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Reached,  That  the  Committoo  on  Foreigrn  Affairs 
be  reaaeeted  to  inquire  into  certoin  ootnges  that 
have  been  perpetrated  by  oitiieni  of  the  ropablie 
of  Mexico  and  Indians  domioiled  in  the  Mexioan 
territory  against  oitisens  of  the  United  States  resid- 
ing on  the  Rio  Qrande  fWmtier,  and  that  Colonel 
WiUiams.  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  now  in  WaihtiMr- 
ton.  be  examined  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  CONNER.  Mr.  Speaker,  one  word  of 
explanation.  1  wish  to  refer  that  ioouiry  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  The  gen- 
tleman indicated  is  now  in  the  citj  of  Wash- 
ington, and  is  familiar  with  all  the  depreda- 
tions which  have  been  committed  down  there. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  move  that  that  resolu- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IRON  STEAM  lOK-BOATS. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  take  from  the  Speaker^  s  table,  with  a  view 
to  its  consideration  at  the  present  time,  the 
bill  (S.  No.  487)  to  exempt  the  iron  steam 
iceboats  constructed  by  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia from  the  inspection  required  by  the  act 
of  February  28, 1871,  entitled  **  An  act  to  oro- 
vide  for  the  better  security  of  life  on  boara  of 
vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam, 
and  for  other  purposes.^' 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  object  to  the  present  consid- 
eration of  that  bill. 

Mr,  SHELLABARQER.  I  hone  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  object.  This  bill  ought  to 
pass  now  or  not  at  all.  There  are  two  boats 
that  are  used  simply  for  breaking  ice  and 
keeping  clear  the  navigation  of  the  river  at 
Philadelphia  and  below,  and  now  or  never  is 
the  time  the  bill  ought  to  pass.  I  hope  the 
objection  will  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BIRD.     I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  propose  to  amend  the 
bill  as  follows : 

At  the  end  of  the  bill  add  the  following: 
Provided,  This  act  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  six 
months  from  and  after  its  passage. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time,  and  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed :  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  [Mr.  Fabwbll]  to  move  to 
take  a  bill  from  the  Speaker's  table,  if  it 
does  not  lead  to  debate. 

BKNJAHIN  U.  CAMPBCLL. 

Mr.  FARWELL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  tidce  from  the  Speaker's  table,  with  a  view 
to  its  present  consideration,  a  bill  (S.  No.  362) 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  H.  Campbell,  mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Illinois. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bUl  will  be  read  for 
information. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  authorizes  the  Attor- 
ney General,  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Benjamin  H.  Campbell,  marshal  of  the 
United  States  for  the  northern  district  of  Illi- 
nois, to  allow  him  credit  for  saoh  amount  of 
United  States  Treasury  and  national  bank 
notes  as  were  in  his  hands  as  marshal  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  not  to  exceed 
$7,679  18,  as  he  may  be  satisfied  was  bimed 


up  in  said  marshal's  office  and  in  the  oostom- 
house  building  at  ChicagOf  Illinois,  on  the  9th 
October,  1871. 
Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.    I  object 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  Saboent]  to  yield  to  me  to 
move  to  take  a  bill  from  the  Speaker's  table 
for  reference. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  would  suj^est  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  that  ne  yield  for  the 
referenee  of  all  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table 
to  which  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

ARTIFICIAL  UMBS. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  471)  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  ''Anaot  supplementary 
to  an  act  to  provide  for  furnishing  artificial 
limbs  to  disabled  soldiers,''  approved  June 
80,  1870,  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

SOLDIBRS'  DISCnARQES. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  809) 
to  prohibit  the  retention  of  soldiers'  discharges 
by  claim  agents  and  attorneys  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  resid  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

GRADES  IN  MILITARY  BBRVIOR. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  898) 
to  authorize  the  discontinuance  of  certain 
grades  in  the  military  service  was  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

SALK  OP  LAND  AT  SAO  UARBOR. 

*  By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  68) 
providing  for  the  sale  of  land  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  situated  at  Sas  Harbor,  Suffolk 
Qfiunty  in  the  State  of  New  xork,  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  refierred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

ANN  M^OARTHT. 

By  unanimotis  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  265) 
to  anthorize  the  payment  of  bounty  to  Ann 
McCarthy  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

ISSUB  OF  CLOTUING. 

By  unanimous  consenL  the  bill  (S.  No.  449) 
authorizing  the  issae  of  clothing  to  certain 
enlisted  men  of  eompaoy  B,  fourteenth  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  read  a  first  and  second  time*  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

LIGHTS  IN  CRAIGHILL  CHANNEL. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  418) 
to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  placing 
of  range-lights  alonff  the  ship- channel  in  the 
Chesapeake  bay  and  Patapsco  river,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  commonly  called  the  Crai^ 
hill  channel,  was  tiJcen  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

BRNJAMIN  H.  CAMPBBLL. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  remain  upon  the 
Speaker's  table  only  two  billet  the  bill  which 
the  geotlemaa  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Sawtbr] 
desires  shall  remain  there,  and  the  bill  of  the 
Senate*  No.  869t  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  H. 
Campbell,  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the 
northern  district  of  Illinois,  whieh  the  gentle- 
nMn  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farwh«l]  desired  to 
call  an,  but  objection  was  made  by  the  gentle- 
man mm  Michigan,  [Mr.  Blair.]  fs  there 
objeetien  to  the  reference  of  that  bill  to  Ihe 
Committee  of  Claims? 

Mr.  FARNSWOUTH.  I  think,  on  a  state- 
ment of  the  fiiets  of  the  case,  no  gentleman 
would  object  to  the  passage  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN«  I  shall  object  unless  it  goes 
to  the  committee. 


The  bill  was  then  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  read  a  first  and  second  time^  aiMl  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

INDIAN  appropriation  BILL. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  that  all  general 
debate  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa 
be  closed  in  five  minutes  after  the  committee 
shall  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  now  move  that  the  roles 
be  suspended,  and  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ef 
the  Union  for  the  purpose  of  oooaideriBf  the 
Indian  appropriation  bilL 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Hoaae 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoioo,  (Mr. 
Cox  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  eoa- 
sideration  of  thehOl  (H.  R.  No.  1102)  maibag 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contiBaeai 
expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
fulfilling  so-called  treaty  stipulations  with  ven- 
ous Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  ending  June 
80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  aik  onanimons  oonaeat 
that  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  be  dispeoted 
with. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  derk  pfo- 
ceeded  to  read  the  bill  by  clauses  for  amead- 
ment. 

The  following  claose  was  read : 

For  vaseiBe  matter  and  vaooiaatloB  of  Iadiaat« 

$5,000. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  see,  sir,  that  this  bill  is 

J^oing  through  the  committee  without  any  in- 
ormation  being  furnished  in  reg^urd  to  iL  I 
desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  who  reports  the 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Approprtatiaas 
in  what  respect  it  differs  from  the  Inll  of  the 
last  Congress  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  portion  of  the  bill 
now  ander  oonsideration,  and  most  of  it,  datn 
not  difier  at  all  from  the  bill  of  last  year. 
Further  along  there  are  some  anpropriatioos 
for  the  Apaches  in  Arixonaand  in  New  Mejdeo, 
who  have  been  on  the  war-path  for  several 
years,  and  who  are  now  being  gathered  iato 
reservations.  Thmr  have  commitled  many 
murders  and  depredations,  and  we  are  endeav- 
oring to  extend  to  them  the  policy  which  we 
extended  to  the  Sioux  of  Minnesota:  in  other 
words,  to  feed  and  not  fight  them.  There  are 
two  bands  of  Stonx,  who  have  never  before 
been  brought  upon  any  reservation,  now  being 
collected  at  tne  Aasiniboin  ana  Yaaktoa 
agency.  These  Indians  are  disposed  to  oeaee 
their  savage  life,  and  are  willing,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment treats  them  as  it  treats  the  other 
tribes,  to  remain  at  peace.    These  are  the 

Erincipal  differences  in  the  bill,  lliere  may 
e  some  of  minor  importance  to  which  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  as  we  pro- 
oeed. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  move  to  strike  oat  ^e  last 
word  of  the  clause  just  read.  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  California  has  not 
given  us  some  other  information  which  I  think 
we  require  at  this  time.  We  know  that  within 
the  la^  two  years  a  material  chai^  has  been 
effected  in  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
reference  to  the  Indians;  that  instead  of 
attempting  to  annihilate  them  by  ball  and  can- 
non, recently  a  persoasive  policy  has  been  pa( 
into  operation  to  a  very  great  extent  by  the 
Government,  and  so  far  we  have  no  official 
data  upon  wnich  to  judge  of  the  result  of  that 
policy.  The  gentleman  from  California  is 
exoeediagly  familiar  with  this  question,  and 
has  {participated  very  largely  in  the  discossioos 
in  this  House,  which  we  have  had  annually  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  with  reference  to 
the  proper  treatment  of  the  Indians.  1  had 
expectea  from  him,  therefore,  as  he  is  the 
oh&nopion  and  mover  of  this  measure,  some 
explanation  whether  the  policy  which  has  re- 
cently been  adopted  is  successful^  and  whether, 
if  successful,  there  is  any  necessity  of  keeping 
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up  a  large  standing  armj  at  an  enormoiiB 
expense  to  the  GoFernment,  tbns  holding  aa 
\%  were  at  iMe  cannon's  moath  this  peraaa- 
sive  policy  initiated  and  inaognrated  bj  this 
AjlounistratioD.  We  desire  to  know  i^ether 
'we  are  to  make  war,  or  whether  we  are  to  feed 
instead  of  fighting  the  Indians.  We  want  to 
know  whether  it  is  the  intention  to  endeayor 
to  domesticate,  civilize,  and  Ohristtanise  these 
barbarians  and  savages,  or  whether  the  old 
policy  is  to  be  continued,  of  their  annihilation 
&nd  obliteration.  In  my  jadgraent,  the  time 
baa  arrrred  when  it  is  necessary  for  the  policy 
of  the  (>oTernmeot  to  be  permanently  estab- 
liehed  as  to  what  is  the  tme  coarse  to  parsae 
in  reference  to  the  Indian  tribes,  and  I  want 
tbe  gentleman  from  California  to  tell  ns  if  the 
new  policy  has  been  snceessfnl,  and  what  is 
now  necessary  to  be  done  in  order  to  carry  oat 
tiuit  policy. 

Mn  SARGENT.  The  policy  to  which  the 
geatleman  i^ndes  is  not  strictly  a  new  one ;  it 
was  not  adopted  for  the  first  time  last  y^i 
bat  it  was  inaognrated  in  the  first  year  of  this 
Administration.  Last  year  I  took  some  pains 
to  elaborate  the  details  of  this  system,  and  to 
eaplain  as  carefally  as  I  then  could  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  operated,  so  far  as  it  had  been 
tried.  The  Committee  on  Appropriations  last 
year,  and  also  the  HoasCt  npon  the  snggestions 
that  we  made,  extended  the  policy  to  other 
tribes.  There  is  a  fact  that  perhaps  need  not 
be  stated  npon  this  floor,  or  officially  to  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman,  and  that  is  that 
where  fonr  or  ^ve  years  ago,  and  from  that 
time  baek,  for  a  dozen  years,  nearly  every  mail 
that  came  from  the  West  brought  us  news  of 
Indian  massacres,  as,  for  instance,  that  in 
Minnesota;  of  depredations  upon  tbe  prop- 
erty of  citizens ;  of  wrongs  inflicted  npon  the 
Indians  themselfos ;  and  frequently  along  the 
whole  Indian  border.  During  the  last  two  or 
three  years  these  accounts  have  been  eztremelv 
rare;  I  nay  say  that  during  the  last  year,  wiih 
the  ejreeptioA  of  Arizona,  no  such  occurrences 
have  taken  place  at  all,  or  if  there  have  been 
any  instances,  they  could  be  traced  to  the  per- 
sonal hostility  of  some  Indian  toward  some 
white  man,  or  some  act  of  aggression  on  the 
part  of  some  white  man  toward  some  Indian. 
As  a  general  rule,  these  aggressions  on  tbe 
part  of  the  Indians  and  on  the  part  of  whito 
men  have  ceased. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  policy  of  feeding 
the  Indiana  was  cheaper  than  the  policy  of 
fighting  them ;  that  furthermore  it  wal  more 
humane ;  that  if  we  desired  to  prevent  the 
extinction  of  these  Indian  tribes  by  oppres- 
sions at  the  hands  of  the  American  people,  or 
by  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
it  was  necessary  to  give  them  homes  upon  the 
more  undesirable  lands  to  which  they  had 
been  driven  by  the  progress  of  civilization  and 
by  our  tides  of  population  rolling  westward, 
where  they  might  be  enabled  to  subsist,  that 
they  miffht  not  be  by  extremity  forced  to  com- 
mit then,  and  consequently  to  engage  in  deeds 
which  ultimately  would  lead  to  murder  and 
bloodshed.  I  took  some  pains  to  explain  this 
matter  last  year,  for  it  was  necessary  even  then 
to  explain  it,  though  this  policy  was  woiking 
well. 

There  is  another  feature  upon  which  I  might 
enlarjge  if  I  was  willing  to  take  up  the  time  of 
this  committee ;  and  that  is,  that  the  various 
religious  denominations  are  taking  hold  of  this 
matter  with  good  faith  and  hearty  zeal,  and 
STB  seconding  ^is  plan  of  the  Administration 
to  civilize  the  Indian  tribes.  They  not  merely 
select  and  recommend  persons  npon  whom  ihey 
can  rely  for  special  agents,  but  they  establish, 
at  their  own  cost  and  at  very  considerable 
expense,  schools  and  churches,  and  pay  their 
own  ligents  to  be  about  the  schools  and  to 
superintend  the  bosiness  of  educating  and  civ- 
ilizbg  these  Indians,  to  see  that  the  agents  of 
tbe  ^verement  and  others  are  not  cheating 
tbem.  The  Bpiseopal  ehureh  is  engaged  in 
thU  good  work.    The  Society  of  Friends,  both 


the  Ortiiodox  and  the  Hicksites,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  refer  to  those  distinctions,  are  also 
carrving  on  the  work  of  this  reform.  The 
Methodists  are  engaged  in  it,  as  they  beive  been 
for  years ;  the  Baptists  are  largely  engaged  in 
it  (  and  I  might  mention  other  denemanations 
that  are  working  heartily  to  carry  out  this  plan 
to  a  successful  result.  There  seems  to  be  a 
public  sentiment  growing  up  in  the  West  in 
iavor  of  this  policy  toward  the  Indians,  beomse 
it  is  found  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  set- 
tlers. However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge 
upon  that  matter. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

ilr.  WOOD.     I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.    I  renew  it  for  the  pur- 

Eose  of  making  an  inquiry.  I  wouid  like  to 
now  of  the  gentleman  from  Caliibrnia  [Mr. 
Sargent]  what  amount  is  appropriated  in  this 
bill.    I  see  no  amount  is  stated  in  the  hill. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  By  an  oversight  of  the 
clerk  the  amoent  is  not  put  in  the  bill ;  it  is, 
in  roand  numbers,  $6,600,000. 

Mr.  BLDBIDGB.  How  does  that  corre- 
spond with  the  amount  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation bill  of  last  year  for  this  purpose? 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  The  appropriation  for 
Indian  purposes  last  year  was  considerably  in 
excess  of  that ;  but  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
this  bill  the  appropriation  last  year  was  a  little 
over  four  million  nine  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand  dollars.  The  increase  is  doe  to  one 
or  two  items  to  which  I  have  already  referred ; 
for  instance,  the  attempt  to  being  the  Apaohes^ 
who  heretofore  have  been-  implacable,  under 
this  system,  to  feed  them  and  induce  them  to 
stay  upon  reservations^  instead  of  preying  upon 
the  whites.  Tbe  Territory  of  Arizona  focyears 
nast  has  been  a  perfect  hell  to  the  white  man. 
We  are  endeavoring  to  induce  the  Apaches  to 
remain  at  peace ;  and  the  prospect  is  exceHent 
that  they  may,  provided  we  use  the  means  that 
have  quelled  *^red  devils^'  elsewhere. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  The  gentleman  speaks 
of  a  *  ^  perfect  hell. ' '  It  is  the  first  time  1  have 
heard  of  perfeetiod  in  that  place ;  but  I  sup- 
pose the  gentleman's  information  on  that  sub- 
ject is  perfectly  reliable.     [Lianghter.] 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  The  gentleman  will  find 
he  will  have  to  get  oonsiaerable  information 
from  me  on  many  points ;  and  he  is  welcome 
to  it. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
the  statement  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
appropriations  containen  in  the  bill  was  omit- 
tea  intentionally? 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  It  was  accidentally  omit- 
ted by  the  derk,  and  was  not  discovered  by 
me  until  too  late  to  have  the  omission  rectified 
in  the  printed  bill.  The  omission  was  not 
intended  to  cover  up  anything. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  It  appears  firom  the 
admission  of  the  gentleman  that  the  amonnt 
here  M>propriated  ia  ktrgely  in  excess  of  the 
annual  appropriation  bill  for  this  purpose,  as 
passed  heretofore.  Now,  I  wish  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  whether  his  peace  policy  is  in- 
tended and  expeeted  to  be  more  expensive 
than  the  wai^  policy ;  in  other  words,  ia  it 
goiog  to  cost  more  to  feed  these  Indians  than 
it  has  heretofore  cost  to  fight  them?  Is  thero 
not  about  as  much  fighting  going  on  now  with 
the  Indians  as  there  has  been  ?  Have  we  not 
about  as  large  an  army  to  keep  them  in  sub- 
jection as  we  had  before  we  oommeneed  the 
policy  of  feeding  them?  I  would  like  to  know, 
further,  whether  the  present  policy  seeks  only 
to  keep  the  Indians  in  ordes,  or  whether  it 
also  seeks  to  prevent  the  white  men  from 
robbing  or  otherwise  maltreating  the  Indians? 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  I  wiU  endeavor  to  answer 
the  gentleman's  questions.  For  the  purpose 
of  fighting  the  ladtaos  very  much  larger  appro- 
priations would  be  required  than  those  which 
we  BOW  propose.  Under  the  war  policy  vol- 
unteers have  frequently  been  required  to  be 
called  out  from  the  States  and  Territories, 
involving  an  enormous  expense.  The  Army  is 
smaller  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  during 


the  last  ten  vears,  aa  I  sappose  the  gentleman 
mast  be  well  aware.  There  has  not  heen  as 
much  fiehting  going  on  during  the  last  year 
and  under  the  present  system  as  there  has 
been  heretofore.  In  fact,  there  has  been  no 
fighting,  unless  the  operations  of  Stoneman 
and  Crook  in  Arizona  may  be  considered  of 
that  character,  some  Inaians  there  having 
been  chased  up.  The  peace  system  is  far  less 
expensive  than  the  war  policy.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  appropriate  about  five  and  a  half  mil- 
lion dollars.  Under  a  war  policy  the  expense 
would  be  somewhere  between  forty  imd  sixty 
millions ;  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it 
could  be  broaght  within  that  limit. 

Mr.  BLDRIDGE.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  renew  the  amendment. 
I  simply  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  (act  which  I  referred  to  in  the  dis- 
eossion  last  year  during  the  pendency  of  a 
similar  bill.  This  so-called ''peace  policy" 
which  has  been  inaugurated  by  the  Adminis- 
tration and  forced  upon  the  country  is  not 
a  peace  policy  in  fact.  It  is  a  policy  which 
enables  and  invites  the  Indian  tribes  quartered 
upon  the  reservations  a4iaceat  to  my  district, 
the  district  of  one  of  my  colleaguee,  and  many 
other  districts,  all  along  the  frontier,  from  tho 
lakes  to  the  Rio  Grande,  to  raid  upon  our  set- 
tlements, pillage  our  plantations,  drive  off  our 
horses,  murder  our  men,  and  carry  away  our 
women  and  children  into  ci^tivity.  VVithin 
seventy- five  mites  of  the  town  where  I  reside 
we  have  almost  every  month  avisitatiDn  of 
these  hostile  Indians  from  Fort  Sill,  where 
there  is  a  regiment  of  United  States  troops 
quartered,  for  what  purpose  I  cannot  tell,  un- 
less it  is  to  see  that  the  Indians  on  that  reser- 
vation draw  their  supplies  with  promptness  aud 
regularity.  We  send  our  citisens  over  there, 
and  they  identify  the  stolen  property  apoord- 
ing  to  all  the  rules  ef  evidence.  Our  horses  are 
found  there  in  charge  of  the  Indians,  who  have 
stolen  them.  We  identify  them ;  but  in  steps 
one  of  your  broad- brimmed  commissioners  and 
requires  us  to  ransom  or  buy  our  own  property. 

Since  this  policy  was  inaugurated  a  number 
of  little  children  and  women  have  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians  and  carried  to  that  reser- 
vation. Their  friends  and  relations  followed 
them  of  course,  and  when  the  Indians  broaght 
them  into  military  or  Indian  headquarters 
what  do  you  sappose  occurred?  There  on  the 
flagstaff  floated  the  banner  of  the  Republic; 
thero  were  your  regular  troops,  properly  ofH- 
cored,  prepared,  ready,  and  anxious  to  vindi- 
cate the  power  and  honor  of  their  Government ; 
there,  too,  wero  the  captive  mother  and  chil- 
dren, and  there  also  were  the  friends  ready  to 
carry  them  back,  not  to  their  former  home, 
because  that  had  been  burned,  destroyed,  and 
pillaged  by  the  Indians  who  had  captured 
tbem^  but  to  the  white  settlements,  whero  they 
would  not  be  subjected  to  those  horrible  ancl 
revolting  atrocities  which  I  will  not  mention. 
'  Now,  sir,  there  is  an  actual  picture  now 
drawn  from  imagination.  Bat  it  does  not  stop 
there.  There  is  yet  another  ^  scene  in  ■  this 
bloody  peace  drama.  It  is  this :  tbe  frienda 
and  relations  are  compelled  to  ransom  the 
captives— one  hundred  or  two  hondred  del- 
lars  for  a  child.  The  Indian  goes  unpun- 
ished, receives  a  reward  for  his  services,  in  the 
shape  of  new  and  fresh  supplies,  straddles  a 
stolen  horse,  and  returas  to  Texas  to  reiinact 
his  bloody  but  peaceful  wai^dance.  I  say  the 
Indian  is  rewarded  for  these  atrooities  by  this 
policy^  and  speaks  in  great  praise  of  the  **btg 
chief  at  Washington,"  whom  he  regards  as  his 
friend  for  psoteofcing  him  in  his  schemes  of 
thefk  and  murder.  As  a  consequence  the  In- 
dians have  of  late  directed  their  energies  and 
turned  their  eibrts  in  the  direction  of  stealing 
children  instead  of  horses,  because  a  child  will 
command  $100  when  a  horse  will  only  com- 
mand twenty- five  dollars. 

By  this  morning's  mail  I  received  a  letter 
from  one  of  my  old  frontier  constituents,  and 
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in  kft  bone^  was  bavs  uj^o  aU  faoft  tiie  imp 
preas  of  truth.    X  send  it  to  tka  dark's  <Uik 
k)  be  read,  for  it  telb  its  Qwn  atorj* 
The  Glerk  reed  m  followe : 

PiLOif  Point,  Texas,  Jbuwiry  90^  ISTSl 
fin:  I  tiiought  I  would  drop  jrou  eliao  to  kt  x«& 
know  ho wthings art  i(oing oa h#re.  Between ClziM^ 
mas  and  xTewYear  the  lodiani  came  iD.kUllnflr  two 
men  near  Fort  Riebardsoli.  They  then  eame  on  dowB 
the  covetry  wiUiin  too  or  twelte  mtlos  of  ihia  ph^ooi* 
and  drove  oat  ^  very  large  drove  of  hiur«efl.  The  g^ti* 
lens  followed  as  soon  as  they  coala  collect,  bat  niirht 
oveifteok  them  before  they  orertook  the  thieves,  and 
BO  the  thins  wai  up.  This  if  the  kind  of  protection 
twelve  companies  of  soldiers  at  Fort  Riohardson,  at 
a  cost  of  11,400  per  man.  give  us.  If  Congress  woola 
give  Texttfi  half  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  Army,  we 
wonld  protect  onrse  Wei. 

,.AmoQth  acq  thiy  came  in,  and  ran  oyerColenel 
ll^XInrey  ana  tais  command,  and  took  all  their 
horses,  wovoding  the  colonel  and  several  ef  hfe 
nes.  Qoaiy;  hM  he  reported?  There  has  been 
searceU  ik  mil  noon  the  last  five  rears  that  the 
Indiana  bate  not  been  in.  and  the  loss  of  thonsand^ 
of  horses,  and  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  our  oltieens 
haa  been,  the  eeiMe«i»esie«.aAd  oooMiiaeDtbr  theftoeet 
portion  of  our  State  i«  still  a  bowues  wild,erne89. 

will  we  never  be  protected  from  such  nardshlps 
and  ootrageet 
Reapeetfiilbt.  JoerB^  An..         J.  C.  WfiLBOKN. 

Uon.  J.  C.  COKHKB. 

Mr.  CONNER.  Thai  is  one  of  a  thousead 
letters  Ihwre  reeeivedin  the  Isstjrearon  the 
same  mbjeefc.  The  geotlenian  who  wrote  that 
letter  is  a  responsible  slook^iaiser,  fiura^er)  aod 
bosioess  maa  generalljrt  on  that  frontier.  The 
town  of  Pilot  l^mot,  where  the  letter  is  dated, 
and  where  the  writer  resides,  it  within  ten 
miles  of  where  these  Indians  raided,  and  is 
one  hundred  and  fi(\y  miles  bej ond  what  is 
properly  known  as  the  frontier  ^  that  is  to  say, 
ne  resides  in  the  settlements,  the  frontier 
proper  being  onehoodred  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  Myond.  It  is  but  twenty-five  miles 
from  the  town  where  I  reside.  In  that  county 
there  are  fifteen  thousand  people,  and  the  town 
itself  is  an  incorporated  village  of  twelve  hun- 
dred population.  And  when  the  genUeiaan 
states  the  droves  of  bosses  run  off  by  these 
Indians  amounted  to  mtllioas  of  dollars,  I  be- 
liiive  he  does  not  esaggeoate  in  his  statement 
of  the  iaets. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  so  bad  before  the 
President  inaoguoated  bis  peaee  policy.  In 
1867;  when  similar  outrages  took  place  on  that 
frontier,  General  Sberidaa^  who  commanded 
the  troops  on  the  border,  fiollowed  these  In* 
diaus  to  the  Upper  Canadian,  and  there  he 
treated  them  to  the  only  medicine  which  has 
ever  proved  salutary  or  accomplished  the 
result  of  giving  peace  to  our  frontiers. 

The  CEAIIIMAN.  The  genUemaa's  Ume 
has  expired. 

Mr.  BECK  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  simply  wish  to  say  oae 
word  in  addition. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
a  part  of  mv  time. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  thank  my  friend  fVom 
Kentucky.  I  wish  to  make  merely  this  addi- 
tional statement:  that  I  hava  already  in  the 
last  Congress  introduced  a  resolution  here 
calling  for  a  committee  to  examine  into  these 
Indian  depredations  down  tharat  and  report 
the  amount  of  {m>party  stolen  from  citissns 
of  Texas.  We  have  felt,  aod  do  feel,  that  while 
we  bow  with  respect  to  the  flag  of  the  country, 
obey  the  laws  and  pay  the  taxes  whieh  go 
to  support  this  Goverament,  it  is  our  rif^t  to 
demand  at  the  hands  of  Congress  thyat  protao* 
tion  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Oovemaseat 
to  extend  to  its  people  who  are  the  subjects 
of  outrsges  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  McCORMICK.  I  wish  to  ask  the  ^en- 
tleman  a  question  in  re&renoe  to  one  particu- 
lar point.  It  has  been  stated  more  than  once 
that  white  men  on  the  frontier  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  disguising  themselves  in  the  Indian 
garb  and  committing  these  depredations  on  the 
frontier  which  are  cnarged  to  the  Indians.  Is 
the  gentleman  from  Texas  aware  of  any  such 
depredations  betag  eomsntted  by  white  men 
dressed  as  Indians  on  the  Indian  frontier? 

Mr.  CONNER.  If  that  ba  true,  they  behmg 
to  the  fcllowess  af  the  peace  cooMnisstoiien. 


Mr.  S  AbGBNT.  I  donbt  if  that  is  snscep' 
tible  of  proof. 

Mr.  CONNER.  The  proof  is  this:  that  we 
never  hasrd  of  these  complatnts  until  the  peaos 
commissioners  came  down  thore,  and  that  lo 
BBiy  mind  is  conclusive  evidence.  These  dep- 
redations are  all  committed  by  the  Indiana 
themselves. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  merely  desire  to  say  a  word 
in  regard  to  the  peaee  aomsaission.  I  hap^ 
pened  to  be  en  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
lioBs  last  Congress^  and,  in  connection  with 
the  gentleman  from  California,  took  as  nsneh 
interest  in  the  matter  of  Indian  aflhirs  as  any 
other  member  of  tnat  committee ;  and  I  feel 
prepared  to  say  to  the  House  and  the  country 
that  the  peace  commisaion,  while  it  may  have 
failed  in  some  localities  to  do  all  it  cuight  to 
have  dose,  or  which  could  be  expected  of  it, 
perhaps,  yet  over  the  country  generally  it  has 
proved  to  be  the  means  of  great  good  to  our 
people.  They  have  brought  now  into  peace* 
ful  submission  to  the  laws  of  this  count^  over 
seventy- five  thousand  Indians  who  were  roam- 
ing wild  when  they  undertook  the  manage* 
ment  of  this  bnsiness.  And  while  they  have 
no  authority  to  rove  over  the  borders  of  Texas 
and  to  punish  every  wild  Indian  or  every  band 
of  wild  Indians  that  may  commit  depredations, 
as  doubtless  they  do,  they  are  doing  their  best 
to  civilize  them^  and  they  are  succeeding,  if 
not  in  thai*  parucular  locality,  cerlaial^  in  very 
many  other  localities ;  and  the  complaint  of  the 
gentleman  from  Texas  (Mr.  Coknbr]  seems  to 
DM  U>  apply  more  especially  to  the  inefficiency 
of  the  soldiery  stationed  there  than  it  does 
to  anything  that  the  peace  oommissionecs  are 
doing. 

Mr.  CONNEli.  WiU  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  £or  a  remark? 

Mr.  BECIC    Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNER.  Under  the  regulations  of 
this  peace  commission  the  troops  are  not 
authorized  or  empowered  to  follow  the  Indians 
on  the  reservatieos.  Now  they  come  into 
Texitf  sad  they  peipetrate  these  depredations ; 
they  cross  the  Rio  Grande  and  amve  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Indian  reservation.  We  fel- 
low them  to  the  river,  but  cannot  cross  over. 
If  an  act  of  Congress  will  authorize  the  Bol^ 
diery,  or  the- citizens  of  Texas  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  to  follow  these  Indians  and  claim 
their  property  wherever  found,  oa  the  mount- 
ains or  reservations,  we  will  protect  ourselves 
and  never  more  come  here  with  any  complaint. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  do  not  want  to  enter  into  a 
controversy  with  the  gentleman  from  Texas 
[Mr.  Coithbb]  on  ths  policy.  The  people  be 
speaks  of,  no  doubt,  if  allowed  to  follow  the 
Indians  into  these  reservations,  would  soon 
destroy  them  all.  They  and  many  other  whites 
would  be  glad  ef  the  chanoe.  Permission, 
however,  has  never  been  given  to  peoj^  to 
follow  the  Indians,  with  arms,  into  their  res- 
ervations. 

But  I  did  not  get  up  to  speak  on  that  point. 
The  Indians  in  tniat  section  of  the  country  have 
been  troublnome  for  years  and  years,  aad  this 
has  been  going  on,  not  during  4he  last  year 
merely,  but  during  the  last  twenty  years.  In 
1867,  i  think  it  was,  the  chairman  oif  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  told  us  that  it  cost 
$80,600,000  to  fight  the  Indians  in  that  year^ 
and  I  suppose  the  fact  was  stated  afler  a  oare- 
ful  exaounation  of  the  whole  snl^ect.  Bat  I 
only  desire  to  say  with  referenaa  to  the  peace 
commissionars  that  these  men  who^  the  gen* 
tlenmn  from  Caliibroia  [Mr.  Saboknt]  has 
stated,  have  been  earwestly  and  xealously 
endeavoriDfl  to  civilize  these  Indians,  are  suc- 
ceeding, and  by  the  snpervision  we  have  given 
them  over  the  management  of  the  Indians  are 
saviog  to-day  to  the  Govemnsent  millions  of 
dollani. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Will  the  ganUaman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  qnsstion  ? 

Mr.  BECK.    Certainly. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  geviUe- 
maa  why  it  is  4hat  this  annual  appropriation 


bill)  is  lesgesihaa  that  lor  last  year  if  viillioM 
are  hsiins>  tiiffsrt  ? 

MrTBECK.  The  gentleman  does  not  seem 
to  undersHHKmia*  this  Indian  approptiatioa 
biU  has  nethisg  to  do  with  the  tens  o€  thos- 
sands  that  h«ve  been  squandered  on  oooiKmets 
of  all  Boets  by  Indian  agents  every  whesQi,  as 
theganttesMin  now  sitting  by  Ms  side  [Mr. 
Cavanagh,  formerly  Delects  fsoas  MeotSAa] 
can  iafisrm  him. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  That  ^^eaitleniaa  hes 
informed  me  exactly  ike  oppoaife  of  thsL 

Mr.  BECK.  Then  he  haS  changed  from  dM 
position  he  look  when  he  was  a  Measbor  of 
this  fiousOi 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  fie  had  refierenee  to 
seme  of  the  appropriattOBs  made  hiwft  liar  In- 
dians, where  he  says  there  iaiiat  a  eetllnmeet 
or  a  foot  •£  land  cwtiwaled* 

Mr.  BECK.  I  am  not  speaking  o£  dttaik 
ofpartieuhurapproprialions;  whonthM«eoooe 
up,  perhaps  ihe  geaUeman  from  Califimta 
[Mr.  SisoBXcl  can  answer  ttmS  aAatemenli 
and  no  doubt  wilL 

I  believe  that  in  Arioenaandelsoeiheie larger 
appropriations  ave  now  reqnived  beeanae  of 
efforts  made  to  get  the  Indiansoa  reroiiaiious, 
and  if  the  report  ofi  Mr.  Vincent  Coft^sr, 
which  was  lain  on  the  tnble  the  other  d^, 
speaks  the  troth,  they  arepartially  saoeeedtac. 
They  have  had  gveat  difficniiy,  imtmenae  difi- 
culty,  as  you  will  always  have,  in  civiUnsag 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  wild  Indians  f  b«t 
the  Sioux  of  the  upper  MieetMippt  nnd  Mis- 
souri, and  all  the  indtaas  ef  the  Nosihwest, 
are  now  being  put  on  resetvatioesy  and  the 
saving  to  the  Government  of  miUioes  of  doUaa 
by  th&  policy  is*  beyond  all  qnesliosiv  true. 

And  I  desise  to  say  herethat  while  thsae  ass 
a  great  many  things  whieh  the  Pveaideat  has 
done  in  which  I  d»ffbr  with  htm  very  msrah,  in 
nothing  which  he  has  done  do  I  agree  more 
cordiafly  than  in  the  support  he  bae.g;i3rea  to 
these  commissioners,  and  in  hianot  in  remov- 
ing a  man  from  the  head  of  the  Indtnn  de- 
partment who  was  unfit  and  putting  Geaeoal 
Walker  at  the  head. of  that  serviee*  who,  I 
think,  is  one  of  the  best  officers  in  the  oeun- 
tiy.  I  think  if  tke  Poesident  is^  sustaioed  ia 
his  policy,  and  it  is  oascied  oui,  we -shall  have 
an  improvement  in  tk»'  mansgesMnt  of  the 
Indians  far  exeeeding  aoythiag  we  have  aver 
bad  in  this  country  on  that  su^joaft  under  any 
Administration. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  aOOSEVELT.  I  should  like  to  move 
an  amendment  to  this  billf  to  the  effect  that  a 
quantity  of  arms,  say  $1,000)000  worth  or  so. 
should  be  jgiven  to  these  Indians*  I  have  read 
this  bill  with  some  little  care,  as  maoh  of  it  as 
I  have  had  time  to  read,  as  the  bill  has  beea 
on  my  desk  but  five  minutes,  and  my  attention 
has  not  been  entirely  devoted  to  it,  as  I  was 
interrupted  occasionally ;  but  so  far  as  I  have 
gone  I  must  sav  that  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied 
or  content  with  the  bill  ss  presented*  it  is 
eootmry  to  the  previous  practice  of  the  Gov- 
erament  It  is  oontnary  to  wheJi  haa  been 
thoroughly  well-estfblished  usage  for  mmj 
years  in  this  Govern  menc  It  is  an  ianovatien 
which  we  shoukl  not  siUow,  and  which  I  hope 
will  not  be  permitted.  I  have  got  no  further 
in  my  iavestii^tiotts  than  to  the  paragmpb  oela- 
tive  to  the  Apaohes,  Kiowaa,  aad  Cem4nohes. 
I  find  in  glancing  through  the  bill  the  naves 
of  msny  other  Indian  tribes  tbnt  I  nerer  hefMe 
heard  of,  but  I  have  enough  ia  theae  pi^tioe- 
ular  items  to  occupy  all  the  time  attowed  im 
under  the  rule. 

I  observe  here  an  appropriatioa  of  $26|000 
''  for  the  purchase  of  clothing  as  provided  is 
the  same  treaties."  Now^  Mr.  Cnairmanf  I 
am  dissatisfied  with  ,that.  It  is  .not  apeeifia 
enough.  It  docs  not  say  what  kind  of  olothiog 
is  to  be  given  to  these  Indians.  Por  iosteneai 
are  the  sqnawsto  have  drosasi,  aod  if  so,  sitic 
dresses?  Are  the  men  to  be  dmaaed  op  i* 
broadcloth?  Are  the^  to  have  JiaSa  such  as 
we  wear?    Is  this  really  a  cifilisiaf  aoai' 
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miMioiit  ^  $8  it  a  ^mfanggfaig  tammiMiop, 
that  mwMtt  ta  put  tb«iii  off  widL  a  lot  of 
'wampam  belts  around  their  waiat,  cootraiy 
to  all  jd«ie«a^  and  oootvarjr  to  liho  old  esfeab- 
Uabed  ttiage  of  tko  GoveromAiit? 

fieHB,  too,  U  an  ieem  **fbrpay  of  carpetitery 
faxBnr,  blacktmitb,  militr,  and  eogineery 
S5,200."  I  think  a  blaoksmitb  maj  bo  neoes* 
saxy^  I  do  not  knoir  bat  what  iheao  Indiana  do 
ahoe  their  maataoga.  I  am  not -sure  about  that; 
the  geotleman  from  Texas  [Mr.  CoKirBBJ  caa 
doubtlesa  enligiiten  ua  on  that  pmat.  But, 
cartaiolyi  if  Ibejr  do,  we  fehouki  pay  for  at. 
Their  bones  nMisI  uie  up  tfarnr  fee^t,  if  not  their 
shoes,  in  chasing  our  people  from  plaea  to 
place.  When  these  Indiana  go  out  upon  their 
midnigbi  raidaf  cartaix»l|r  their  moslaBp  ought 
to  he  in  the  beat  poeaible  condition  in  order 
to  earry  th«B  safely  ha<tk  fcom  these  raids  to 
tb«ff  mountain  fastnesses. .  [Laughter.]  But 
what  is  the  use  of  a  miiierV  What  on.earth 
ha»e^  they  to  grind?  .  Whe  ever  heard  of  an 
Apache  1  Indian  raiaiag  anything  oa  the  faoa 
at  the  earth  whtoh  can  he  taroed  to  any  sueh 
use?      . 

Nov,  I  «pe4h  with  Uie  ulaaosteaarneatnesa 
ia  this  matter,  i  know  ike  Talae  of  an  Indi^ 
aa'e  life.  Ikoow  how  sacred  it  baa  always 
beea  with  us,  and  how  careful  we  have  always 
been  ta  supply  them  with  -all  arms  of  the  "very 
beat  qeaiity.-  I  know  Shatwa  hare  sought  to 
five  ibem  Remington  rifles  and  improred 
breeeh4eadera,  and  ail  the  heat  guna  which 
we  haire  inveatedf  in  <irdflr  that  we  might  haira 
the  aa^fiadion  of  baring  a  good  square  fight 
with.  them.  Tra«i  ihe  Inaians  hare  disap- 
pointed OS  very  ofben^  and  rery  disgostingl^. 
xher  do  aot  always  stand  to  fight.  They  will 
get  behind  rooios,  and  they  will  make  raids  at 
Biglit,  and  they  run  away  sometimes  when  we 
ane  alter  them  i  bat  i  still  think  it  remains  our 
dmtf  to  give  them  Ihe  heat  impiemeals  in  our 
pewer,  in  ^der  that  we  may  hare  ihe  eatiafac- 
ttoa«  if  we  de  eonqner  thaye,  oi'  doing  it  in  a 
fair  and  open  fieldt 

Bmhereds  a  werae  clause erea  than  that: 

^or  first  of  three  insialtmtonta  for  pttrthais  df 
seedaed  iffn«uUaralimtiioiaaBi$  for  tiMh  Indians 
•«  siiaU  oqnUaae  to  Tarm,  (eay  que  uunared  iouli.) 

Novr,  ^r.  Chairman,^!  insist  that  there  is 
something  wrong  here.  I  have  devoted  some 
attention  to  iarming  ;  I  even  wrote  a  book  on 
the  subjeoty  and  it  is  my  experience,  founded 
upon  Iteveral  years  of  most  careful  and  severe 
investigation  Of  the  subject,  that  *' souls"  do 
not  farm.  [Laughter.]  I  never  knew  a  soul 
to  farm.  1  do  not  believe  even  an  act  of  Con- 
gress ten  iBuike  n  soul  farm  ;  and  then,  why 
aheald  we  give  those  souls  $2,600  worth  of 
seeds?  Why,  that  would  supply  seeds  to  ten 
thouaaod  souls,  I  do  not  believe  all  the  seeds 
froln  tbeA^Cttitaral  Department-^and  I  have 
been  very  liberal  in  supplying  all  my  constitu- 
ents with  abundance — cost  $2,500.  But  these 
souls,  if  they  do  farm,  are  certainly  a  very 
expentive  tort  of  ftirmers,  and  the  first  doty 
to  them,  it  Beema  to  oCie,  is  to  teach  them  to 
ihrm  a  little  better. 

Mr.  ?0  rXEU.  How  many  acres  of  seed 
are  planted  in  vour  district? 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  acres  n  soul  takes  to  farm. 

Mr.  WOOD.  My  colleague  [Mr.  PottEa] 
wanted  to  know  how  many  acres  were  planted 
in  your  district. 

Mr.  ROO:SEVBLT.  I  think  **five  acres 
more  than  enOogh.^'     [Laughter.] 

[Here  the  hummer  fell.] 

Mr.  9AUGENT.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  {Mr.  IloOsiVfiua:]  ts  very  amusing,  but 
the  matters  to  which  he  objects  are  not  pecu- 
liar to  this  bill,  as  he  supposes,  but  are  simply 
those  which  have  been  in  practice  from  about 
1790.  From  that  year  down  to  nearly  the 
present  timO  the  (toverrnment  of  the  Ubited 
States*  has. made  treaties  with  different  tithes 
of  Indiaesi  tieetieg  'them  as  independent 
natieos.    In  thnae  treaties  we  have  provided 


that  certaia  annuiliee  in  money  ihonld  be 
paid;  that  certain  agrienltural  implementa 
should  be  given  them ;  that  seeds  abeidd  be 

Srovided  them,  and  that  clothing  ahenld  be 
iatriboted  to  them. 

The  Homse  baa  thought  £e>r  a  number  ef 
yeara  peat  that  this  policy  haa  led  te  a  great 
many  abuaea,  aad  although  we  were  not  able 
to  break  up  this  system,  so  iar  aa  it  relates  to 
the  treaties  which  have  already  been  ttstdet 
Congresa  has  insisted  that  no  farthn:  treatiea 
ought  to  be  made  with  Indian  tribeSy  involving 
some  of  the  absurdities  to  which  ^  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Rooaavieur]  bM  alluded, 
aad  some  of  which  he  exaggerates.  Coaae- 
quently,  in  the  laat  Oongreas,.  after  a  xnmtest 
running  through  four  aeasionsi  ooiutteneed  at 
first  bv  the  gentleman  from  Mauachusetta, 
[Mr.  Dawxs,J  then  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriationa,  we  succeeded  in  pro- 
viding by  general  statute  that  there  should 
be  no  more  treaties  nude  whh  Indian  tribes  f 
that  thev  ahould  he  treated  with  only  l^  meena 
of  legislation,  that  contracts  only,  te  he  ap- 
proved by  Coagreaa,  ahould  be  recegniaed  aa 
the  method  of  dealin|;  with  Indian  tribes. 
Conaequently,  you  will  had  in  thia  bill,  idth  ref- 
erence to  all  new  emergencies  that  arise 
in  Indian  affairs,  or  where  more  Indiana  are 
brought  within  the  control  of  the  Qovemaaent, 
and  induced  to  remain  peacefully  upon  reaer- 
vationa,  there  are  none  of  these  provisions 
that  clothing  or  anything  of  the  kind  ahould 
be  distributed  to  them.  There  is  simply  a 
provision  that,  for  the  purpose  of  ministering 
to  their  wants,  a  certain  amount  of  money 
shall  be  expended  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  necessity  for 
that  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  argue. 

The  appropriation  for  clothing,  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Ro0iE- 
velt]  refers,  is  in  accordance  with  treaties 
made  in  1867.  One  of  the  last  treaties  made 
with  the  Indians  under  the  authority  of  the 
Oovenanent,  made  under  Andrew  Jobaeon, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
provides  for  distributing  each  year  as  follows: 

'*  For  eaeh  male  p«rBon  over  fourteen  years  of  ate, 
a  salt  of  (ood  smbstantial  wootea  eiotbma,  oonsist- 
int  of  ooat,  nastaloons,  flMmelshhrt,  hat,  and  a  pair 
of  nome-maae  woolen  socks;  for  each  female  over 
twelve  years  of  affS,  a  flannel  skirt,  or  the  foods 
aeaeatary  to  make  it,  a  pair  of  wooUn  hese,  aad 
twelve  yards  of  oalieo,  aad  twelve  yards  of  *  do- 
mestio.'^' 

Of  oourae  that  ezcludea  silk,  or  any  article 
of  orcUnary  refinement.  I  did  doubt  the  pro« 
priety,  and  ao  inaiaticd  in  the  Hooae,  during 
aeveral  seaaions,  of  making  these  apeeific  ap* 
propriations  of  socles  to  be  delivered  under 
treaties  with  Indian  tribea,  aad  I  expoaed  that 
aa  one  of  the  aboaea  under  treaties,  because 
the  Indians  themaeives,  if  they  are  wild  and 
roaming,  do  not  appreciate  many  of  these 
articles,  and  therefore  it  was  a  wast  of  money. 
I  have  been  informed  by  the  Commisaioner  of 
Indian  Affiaira  that  ibeae  specific  artielaa  are 
aot  given  to  tbeaa,  but,  with  the  conaent  of  the 
Indiana,  aooMthin^  more  uaeful  to  tbenii,  such 
as  blankets,  or  aarticlea  of  food,  are  fjven  to 
them  in  exchange  for  theae  artielea.  Mt  that 
whole  ayatnm  ia  now  broken  .up. 

So  &r  aa  the  gentleman  rehire  te  this  bill, 
I  will  say  that  we  are  bound  by  treatiea  which 
Oongiesa  haa  recognised  at  the  apeeent  time. 
The  cemmitiee  waa  tied  «p  bf  the  articles  in 
those  treatiea.  We  were  unable  to  atrike  out 
theae  itema  in  reference  to  clethiag,  or  tbeee 
artielea  ia  leferenoe  te  egrioakinel  impio' 
menta,  4c>  beoaoae  Oongreea  haa  mepreaaly 
declaved,  1^  treatiea  ratified  in  edema  ferm 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Staftee,  that  they 
wouki  give  these  apeeific  artiolee  for  a  omrtain 
Uma.  £iow,  I  propeee  to  effsr  aa  an  aaneed- 
ment  to  thia  bill  a  aeoond  aedien,  te  which  I 
treat  sio  centleman  will  object.  It  ia  deaigned 
to  get  rid  of  the  miaohtefa  eonaeeted  with  theae 
diminiahing  Indian  tiihcto.  One  tribe  whioh  I 
have  in  mf  notea  anmbara  only  aizteen,  thea|di 
forttecly  it  numbered  about  sigtean  huadMU 


I  leeeitor  ts  aareey  anuoniea  ana  reqoirea  to 
spare  aad  lubmit  to  Congress  a  plan  for  equitably 
tiBtniniint  as  far  as  poMible  the  separate  elalms 
on  the  Oovemment  or  the  United  States  for  aiiau* 


I  pteeoae  to  meive  the  following  as  an  addi« 
tlonal  eeetien : 

And  h€  a  .^irdU»>  MueledL  Thai  the  Sserttary  of 
the  latetior  is  hereby  anthoriied  and  required  to 
prepare  .and  Bttbi 

upon 

iiiee  aad  aUewanoM  of  diiaiaisbittf  ladua  tribes, 
ana  also  for  provioina  on  a  uniform  basis  for  all 
Xttnians  who  are  collected  at  the  same  agency. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman  from  California,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee,  knows  anything  about  the 
number  of  these  Indians? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Certainly.  To  what  tribe 
does  the  gentleman  refer? 

Mr.  ELPRl  D  OR  Well,  I  would  ask  whether 
the  Crows,  for  instance,  are  aa  numerous  aa 
represented  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  WW  is  the  aumber stated? 
There  are  two  bands  of  Crows.  The  moun* 
tain  Crows  in  Montana  number  twenty-seven 
hundrea.  As  to  the  river  Crows,  I  will  gire 
Uie  gentleman  the  number  in  a  moment 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  I  find  on  the  twenty 
second  page  of  the  bill  the  following  among 
the  appropriations  for  the  Crows: 

For  ibnetit'Of  thirty  iaitallmeots,  to  supply  male 
persons,  six  hundred  in  number,  over  fourteen  years 
of  age,  With  a  Suit  of  good  substaatial  woolen  cloth- 
lnt«eoDSlstlaveCeoat,  hat,  pantaleoas,  flannel  shirt, 
Mdwoolenspeka,  aa  per  ninth  artiele  ureaty  of  May 

Now,  I  would   like  to  know  what  a  wild 

Indian  can  do  with  all  these  thinga,  and  alao 

whether  the  gentleman  knows  tlatt  there  is 

any  Bueh  number  aa  this  clause  provides  for. 

The  next  clause  reads  as  fbllows: 

For  fourth  of  thirty  iaatallsents,  to  supply  eaeh 
female,  seven  hundred  m  number,  over  twelve  years 
of  afire,  with  a  flannel  shirt,  or  the  goods  nooesaary  to 
ttMike  ihe  same,  a  pair  of  woolen  noae,  twelve  yards 
of  oalieo,  and  twelve  ^ardsefoetton  doaMstie,«8  per 
same  article.  $8,400. 

Deea  the  treaty  require  that  theae  articles 
dball  be  furaished  for  this  Busaber  of  Indians 
whether  they  are  there  or  not? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    It  dees  exactly  that. 

Mr.  ELDftlDGE.  Then,  iu  all  the  eases 
Specified  in  this  bill,  wh^her  the  nusaber  of 
Indians  named  be  tbete  or  not,  artielea  have 
to  he  aopplied  i&t  that  number. 

Mr.  6ARO£NT.  That  ia  just  what  the  trea- 
tice  provide*  It  ia  one  of  the  faulta  of  the 
treaty  syatem  which  I  have  poiated  out;  and 
WW  Inive  Buoeneded  in  proeuiftng  legielation  to 
prevent  the  making  of  any  mare  such  treatiea. 

Mr.  BLDRlDGl!.  Then  I  find  also  this 
itemt  ''forp«rofaBhyaiciaa,  $1,400.'' 

Mr.  SARdl&IT.  That  ia  the  amount  ixed 
by  the  treaty. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGB.  It  nHist  be  a  splendid 
physieimtt  to  whom  such  a  aalaiy  ia  paid.  This 
aettleteebt,  as  I  understand,  is  two  hundred 
and  fiftw  miles/ram  amy  white  habitation. 

Mr.  SARGilKT.  That  may  be ;  but  St  is 
the  provision  of  the  treaty  that  this  approoria* 
tion  shall  be  made,  and  there  is  a  man  there 
filling  the  peattion.    I  preaume  ha  ia  a  good 

The  CHAlBMAN.  The  questtwa  is  on  the 
amendmant  offesed  by  the  gentleaaan  from 
California,  [Mr.  SaiowtO 

Mr.SAlMENT.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.MWLAOK.  I  renew  it.  Mr.Chatrman, 
some  eomplaiat  has  been  made  to  me  pri- 
vately that  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
AapropriatTons  hmtB  not  adopted  eeme  policy 
waioh  wnuld  provoke  more  diseuesion  upon 
this  bill  than  has  yet  beea  had.  I  think  it 
mould,  hava  been  better,  perhapa,  as  a  matter 
of  policy,  if  the  Ipaatleman  having  charge  of 
the  bUl  had  net,  in  view  of  the  eentiment  of 
the  fioaaof  naked  te  limit  general  d^ate  to 
five  wdaatee.  He  aded,  however,  upon  the 
assamp^on  that  the  Uewoe  waa  geaeraUy  in 
the  poasesaioa  of  the  iaformation  contained  in 
hia  apeeeh  apon  the  Indian  bill,  delivered  a 
year  ago  during  a  former  Congress.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  there  are  now  here  comparatively 
fow  who  were  here  then  and  gave  attention  to 
what  the  gentleman  eaid  upon  thaioeeaaion. 
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I  tbink,  therefore,  it  would  hare  been  beltetf 
for  him  to  have  prefaced  the  consideraiion  of 
this  bill  by  a  repeiitioo,  to  some  extent,  of  the 
remarks  which  ho  made  a  year  ago  when  we 
had  under  coDsideration  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill. 

But,  for  the  information  of  my  friends  aroand 
me  who  seem  to  expect  something  from  us  of 
the  minority  in  regard  to  this  measure,  I  will 
repeat  what  the  gentleman  from  California  has 
already  said  in  substance,  that  this  bill,  with 
perhaps  some  veiry  slight  exceptions,  onlr  car- 
ries out  existing  laws  and  treaties.  Where 
we  have  gone  beyond  What  was  required  by 
treaties  and  existing  laws  it  has  been  on  the 
urgent  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  or  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  whose  communications  were  made  to 
this  House.'  If  there  be  any  fault  on  this  bill 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, but  the  treaties  under  which  we  have 
oeen  compelled  to  appropriate  money,  and  the 
laws  heretofore  enacted  by  Congress.  If  we 
attempt  to  carry  them  oat  at  all  in  spirit  we 
shonla  not  do  much  less,  certainly,  than  we 
have  done  in  reporting  this  bill. 

I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  whole  Indian 
system  is  vulnerable  from  any  point  you  see 
proper  to  attack  it ;  but  we  cannot  in  honor 
and  conseienee  get  rid  of  it  without  at  the 
same  time  substituting  something  else  instead 
of  it  It  is  not  the  province  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  to  attempt  to  iofluenoe 
legi^atton  on  that  question.  That  belongs  to 
another  committee  of  this  House,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  the  House  gen- 
erally, and  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
embraces  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  committee 
which  has  reported  this  bill.  The  amount  we 
are  compelled  to  appropriate  is  very  large,  I 
concede,  considering  the  number  of  Indians 
now  actually  remaining  as  a  charge  on  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  iinder  the  treaties,  as  has  been 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  California, 
[Mr.  SAfta&3?T,]  certain  things  are  required  to 
be  done  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  without 
reference  to  the  number  of  each  tribe,  atid 
though  in  many  cases  they  have  diminished 
since  the  treaty  has  been  made,  it  being  a 
treaty  with  the  tribe»  we  have  to  perform  the 
stipulations  with  the  remnant  oif  the  tribe 
remaining,  just  as  on  the  day  when  the  treaty 
was  signed,  and  when  the  tribe  was  more 
numerous.  That  is  one  of  the  abuses  we  ought 
to  get  rid  of  in  some  way,  yet  which  we  are 
unable  to  get  rid  of  until  these  treaties  be 
swept  away  and  something  else  provided  in 
their  place. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  time  will  be 
extended  for  a  few  moments  in  view  of  my 
position  on  the  committee,  and  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  trouble  the  committee  at  another  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  will  be  done  if 
there  be  no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  policy 
of  this  Qovernmeut  is  not  wholly  a  peace  or 
a  war  poHey.  It  is  one  whidi  I  realize  as 
much  as  any  mepber  of  the  Honse^  and  1  hope, 
sir,  after  a  few  years'  more  experience  on  this 
question,  it  will  result  in  more  definite,  more 
uniform,  more  humane,  and,  at  tiie  same  time, 
a  more  suceessful.  policy,  if  we  are  ever  to 
have  it  in  reference  to  the  Indian  tribes. 
One  policy  of  the  Qovernment,  or  rather  one 
branch  of  this  policy,  is  one  in  which  I  heartily 
concur,  and,  inasmuch  as  what  the  Gk>vem* 
ment  is  doing  looks  in  that  direction,  I  am 
disposed  to  look  at  the  poiioy  as  much  more 
lair  than  before,  and  that  is  tbrongh  the  instm* 
mentality  of  these  peace  oommiseioners  to 
localizp  these  Indian  tribes  and  settle  them  on 
reservations.  Whenever  that  is  onoe  aocom* 
plished  with  any  Indian  tribe,  so  far  as  our 
experience  has  gone,  we  never  have  any  great 
trouble  with  them  afterward.  They  either 
diminish  in  number,  and  are  thus  practically 
exterminated,  oc  else  they  are  so  absoxited  l^ 
'^e  snrrounding  population  and  the  progress 


of  cij?ilization  and  immigration  that  we  have 
no  trouble  with  them  like  we  have  with  diose 
roving  bands  of  Indians. 

[Here  the  bammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say, 
under  cover  of  this  formal  amendment,  that  I 
concur  with  all  my  colleague  on  the  committee 
has  just  said  in  regard  to  the  work  done  on  this 
bilL  Gentlemen  who  have  not  gone  into  the 
details  of  this  subject  can  hsrdly  appreciate 
the  vast  and  complicate  mass  of  matter  that 
the  last  eighty  years  of  Indian  relations  have 
left  us  as  a  legacy.  We  have  had  treaties  in  all 
forms  and  obli^^ons  of  almost  every  descrip- 
tion imposed  by  these  treaties.  We  have  debts, 
funded  and  unfunded,  in  all  conceivable  forms ; 
situations  of  peace,  and  utuations  of  war; 
Indians,  half-civilized,  aspiring  to  education 
and  Christianity;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
Indians,  wild  and  red  with  war  and  barbarism. 
I  congratulate  the  House  and  the  country,  and 
more  particularly  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, that  we  have  among  us  a  man  who 
knows  so  thoroughly  the  past  and  present  of 
our  Indian  affairs  as  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia, [Mr.  Sabgext,]  who  has  charge  of  this 
bill.  He  has  prepared  it,  as  I  know,  with 
great  ability  and  faithfulness.  He  has  led  the 
committee  daring  the  investigation,  pointing 
out  at  every  step  the  changes  recommended, 
cutting  down  mercilessly,  whenever,  in  his 
judgment,  it  could  be  properiy  done,  appro - 

Eriating  generously  ana  boldly  wherever  in 
is  jncQ^ment  that  appropriation  would  better 
onr  relations  with  the  Indians  and  make  the 
passaf^  of  that  said  race  down  to  the  oblivion 
to  which  a  lar^e  portion  of  them  seem  to  be  so 
certainly  tending^  as  gentle  and  as  merciful  as 
possibly,  and  to  aid  in  the  elevation  of  that  por- 
tion of  them  which  are  willing  to  be  civilized. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  for  a  remark? 

Mr.  G  ARFIBLD,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  pre- 
vions  Committee  on  Appropriations  were  also 
greatly  indebted  to  the  gentleman  from  CaU* 
fomia  [Mr.  Sabqsnt]  for  his  labors,  and  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  entered  into  this  ques- 
tion of  the  management  of  our  Indian  affairs ; 
and  that  they  were  likewise  greatly  aided  by 
the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,]  who  is  now 
no  longer  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Iwould  do  injus- 
tice to  my  own  feelings  if  I  did  not  express 
my  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Bbok]  for  the  magnanimoos  remarks  he 
has  made  on  this  Indian  bill.  Rising  above 
any  partisan  feeling,  and  appreciating  as  he 
does  the  difficulty  of  the  pubject,  he  has  stated 
what  the  House  has  heard  in  regard  to  onr 
Indian  policy.  I  would  consider  it  unmanly  on 
my  part  in  this  discussion  to  make  any  parti- 
san use  of  the  Indian  policy  of  the  present 
Administration  as  against  the  Indian  policies 
of  former  times.  It  would  be  a  disgrace  to  us 
if  we  did  not  learn  something  from  the  expe- 
rience of  past  years.  I  rejoice  that  the  coun- 
try is  learning,  and  I  think  all  parlies  are  see- 
ing that  the  poliey  which  has  recently  been 
adopted  on  the  snbfeat  of  Indian  affairs  is  the 
wisest,  and  in  the  long  ran  will  be  the  eheap- 
estone. 

We  have  many  treatieathat  will  soon  expire } 
and  I  am  glad  te  see  that  Congress  has  come 
to  the  oonolnsion  that  we  will  make  no  more 
treaties  with  Ihe  Indians*  It  may  have  been 
a  wise  course  an  former  times  to  make  treaties 
with  great  tdbea,  which  numbered  hundreds 
of  tkottsandsof  warriors ;  but  it  would  be  absurd 
now  to  make  treaties  with  a  tribe  of  Indians 
inhabiting,  but  a  few  w^waoM*  It  would  be 
i^nrd  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  sit  down  as  one  nation  and  treat  with  a  few 
wild  Indians  as  another.  These  Indians  are 
now  the  wards  of  the  naiion.  I  am  surprised 
at  what  the  gentlemanfirom  California  has  stated 
as  to  the  present  namber  of  tiie  Indians.  From 
all  I  can  asoartain,  there  an  probably  less  than 


one  hundred  and  fi%  thoutand  Indiana  mom 
existing  within  the  entire  range  of  the  tertitoriet 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SARGENT.     Outside  of  Aiaaka. 

Mr.  GARFIKLD,  of  Ohio.  Ontnde  of 
Alaska,  being  a  smaller  number,  than  that  of 
the  population  which  many  of  as  repreaeirt  in 
one  eongressional  distriet. 

But  tbis  great  and  singular  lesacy  of  daty 
and  of  obligation  has  been  handed  down  to  ns 
from  the  past,  and  we  must  treat  the  case  as 
the  facts  require.  Year  by  year  I  hope  these 
appropriations  will  decresse.  Year  by  yeasr 
the  Indian  will  pass  out  of  the  pnrviev  of  l^ii* 
lation  and  by  and  by  this  kind  of  ^propri- 
ation  will  be  known  only  among  the  antiquities 
of  our  legislative  history.  And,  sir^  it  is  set 
improbable  that  the  race  of  red  men  for  whom 
this  legislation  is  asked  will,  before  masj  gen- 
erations, be  remembered  only  as  si  stcaage, 
weird,  dream-like  specter,  which  hmd  oaee 
passed  before  the  eyes  of  men,  but  had  de- 
parted forever.  However  that  may  be,  wise 
statesmanship  and  Christianity  alike  deauad 
that  the  present  humane  policy  toward  the 
Indians  be  vigorously  supported.  I  hope  the 
House  will  support  this  bill,  following  the  lead 
of  the  gentleman  from  California,  L Mr.  Sia- 
GEKT,]  in  whose  knowledge  of  the  anbtjectyand 
in  whose  desire  to*  do  what  is  wise  ud  jost, 
we  have  every  reason  to  place  the  foUcat  oaa- 
fidence. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  widi  to  say,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Indiaa  Awn, 
that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  maaj  treaties 
have  been  made  with  these  tribes-— treatis 
which  have  been  partly  carried  oat — it  has 
become  absolutely  necessary  that  there  ahonld 
be  some  general  law  under  which  the  affun 
of  these  tribes  can  be  cond  acted,  and  the 
whole  system  placed  in  the  hands  and  under 
tiie  care  of  the  Qovernmeat,  so  that  we  ssay 
g^  rid  of  the  mnltifdiicity  of  difficnltiee  whM 
year  after  year  have  surronnded  thda  qaes- 
tion.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Affiun  wiU 
faithfully  consider  that  subject,  and  try  to 
bring  before  the  House  some  plan,  before 
the  expiration  of  this  Conereas,  by  which  the 
Government  may  take  hold  of  the  qnestioa 
and  act  wisely  and  justly  bv  the  Indians. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Apaches : 
For  this  amount,  to  subsist  and  properly  eare  far 
the  Apaohe  Indians  in  Arixona  and  Kaw  Meaoeo, 
who  have  been  or  may  be ooUeetedoa  ram raUoai 
in  New  Mexico  and  Arixona,  ^50,000. 

MESSAQB  FROM  THB  BBNATfl. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  Chair,  a  message 
was  received  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Stxpsov, 
one  of  its  clerks,  informing  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  without  amendment,  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1186)  in  relation  to  the  embassy 
lirom  Japan. 

The  message  also  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  had  passed  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
625)  making  appropriations  to  supply^  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriations  for  salaries  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment for  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  the  biU 
(H.  R.  No.  883)  to  authorixe  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri  river  at  or  near 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  severally  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
iu  which  he  was  directed  to  a^Uie  concurrence 
of  the  House : 

A  bill  (S,  No.  392)  to  set  apart  a  certain  trsct 
of  land  lying  near  the  headwaters  of  Yellow- 
stone river  as  a  public  park :  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  423)  for  the  reUef  of  Julia 
A.  Smith. 

INDIAN  APPUOPEUTION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union  then  raiamed  Urn  feasioii. 
Mr.  McCOBMIOS,  of  Ariaona.    I  more  to 
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amend  the  daase  last  read  by  addini^  thereto 
the  following: 

Provided,  That  tbi«  appropriation  ifeall  bo  ex- 
pended only  in  behaif  of  those  Indiaat  who  go  and 
remain  upon  said  roserrationi  and  refrain  from 
hostility. 

That  amendmeDt  is  in  the  precise  laogaage 
of  an  amendment  which  I  offered  to  ihe  Indian 
appropriation  bill  las^year,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  also  by  the  Senatei  and 
iucorporated  in  the  law.  I  offer  it  because  we 
have  suffered  severely  on  th^  frontier  from 
depredations  committed  by  Indians  who  have 
been  liviog  on  reservations  and  have  gone 
directly  from  their  reservations  to  commit 
depredations  and  murders,  and  they  have  re- 
turned in  many  cases  to  the  reservations.  I 
believe  it  is  proven  beyond  all  question  thjit 
the  Indians  in  Arizona  who  murdered  young 
Mr.  Loring,  of  Boston,  a  promising  young 
author,  were  Indians  who  had  been  living 
on  a  military  reservation,  and  started  directlv 
from  the  reservation  to  attack  the  stage-coach 
in  which  he  was  a  passenger.  They  not  only 
killed  him,  but  nearly  all  the  other  passengers 
in  the  stage,  and  within  a  few  days  after  they 
had  committed  this  outrage  they  retaroed  to 
the  military  reservation. 

Now,  I  owe  it  to  my  people  to  say  right  here 
that  the  stories  set  afloat  during  the  past  year, 
and  which  seem  to  have  been  believea  by  many 
people  in  the  United  States,  that  the  people 
of  Arizona  are  opposed  to,  or  have  at  any  time 
been  opposed  to,  a  fair  and  honest  effort  to  get 
the  Apache  Indians  on  reservatioas  is  simply 
untrue.  What  my  people  have  objected  to  is 
the  fact  that  year  after  year  these  Indians,  more 
or  less,  have  been  harbored  upon  military  res^ 
ervations,  have  been  allowed  to  go  and  eome 
at  will,  and  have  constantly  committed  the 
most  outrageous  depredations  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Territory,  making 
it,  as  my  honorable  friend  from  California  has 
justly  said,  *'  a  very  hell  on  earth.''  We  do 
not  object  to  the  reservation  system  and  to 
the  extension  of  the  peace  policy  to  that  coun* 
trjr,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  such  liberal  appro- 
priations put  in  this  bill.  It  seems  to  me  to 
DC  the  best  Indian  appropriation  bill  that  we 
have  had,  and  the  reason  why  there  are  mere 
items  in  it  and  greater  expenditares  must  be 
very  clear  to  sentlemen  who  reflect  on  the  fact 
that  there  is  here  one  item  alone  of  $250,000 
to  try  the  experiment  of  feeding  the  Apaches 
in  Arizona,  who  have  expressed  a  willingness, 
some  of  them,  although  not  as  many  as  has 
been  stated  here,  to  come  upon  the  reserva- 
tions. Let  the  reservation  system  be  thor- 
oughly and  completely  tried. 

I  have  not  the  faith  that  some  gentlemen 
here  seem  to  have,  that  these  wild  Indians, 
who  have  been  at  war  for  centuries,  are  at 
once  going  to  move  upon  reservations  and 
consent  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  land  and 
become  honest  and  peaceable  Indians.  I  be- 
lieve we  are  yet  to  have  trouble  with  them, 
and  must  keep  a  standing  army  on  the  frontier 
to  control  them.  But  as  the  expenditure  for 
feeding  the  Indians  will  increase,  if  these  ex- 
periments are  successful,  so  will  the  cost  of 
ihe  armv  decrease  for  the  defense  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  we  will  save  in  a  greater  proportion. 

I  believe  the  peace  policy  of  the  Presidenf, 
so  called,  whether  his  policy  or  not,  is  noon 
the  whole  a  good  one.  I  took  occasion  last 
winter  npon  the  floor  of  this  House  to  say 
that  it  was  a  good  policy  and  was  prodnctiTe 
of  good  results,  that  it  was  giving  us  agents 
of  greater  honesty  and  of  better  devotion  to 
businefis.  But  gentlemen  must  remember,  as 
I  have  already  said,  that  we  have  different 
kinds  of  Indians  to  aeal  with.  With  some  of 
these  wild  tribes  on  the  frontiers  of  Arisona, 
New  Mexico,  and  Texas  a  peace  policy  is 
purely  experimental.  Let  that  expenment  be 
thoroughly  and  completely  tried,  and  do  not 
let  it  be  tried  with  gross  and  constant  misrep- 
resentation of  the  people  of  the  frontier.  If 
this  peace  commission  has  failed  in  any  one 


respect,  it  has  been  Jn  sending  events  to  the 
frontiers  whose  prvjndicee  are  all  in  Ihvor  of 
the  Indians  and  against  the  white  people  there. 
It  is  bard  upon  men,  who  have  safffired  for 
years  and  years  by  the  loss  of  their  property, 
the  destruction  of  their  homes,  the  murder  oi 
their  wives  and  ohildren,  to  have  a  man  come 
there  who  has  never  been  in  an  Indiati  eonntry 
before,  aufl  tell  them  that  they  have  always  been 
in  the  wrong  and  the  Indians  have  been  right 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  8ARGBNT.  I  have  but  few  words  to 
say. 

Mr.  McGORMICK,  of  Arizona.  I  ask  per- 
mission to  print  some  additional  rehiarks  npon 
this  salyject. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

[The  remarks  will  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  can  reply,  of  course, 
only  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  which  I 
have  heard.  I  coticurred  last  year  in  the  amend- 
ment he  then  off)ered,  and  I  concur  this  year 
in  the  amendment  he  has  now  offered.  To  show 
that  the  amendment  is  not  at  all  hostile  to  what 
is  called  the  policy  of  the  Government,  I 
desire  to  have  read  an  order  of  the  geoeral 
commandine  that  district,  which  directs  that 
unless  the  Indians  remain  npon  the  reserva- 
tions and  behave  themselves,  they  are  to  be 
treated  as  hostile  Indians.  They  must  remain 
upon  the  reservations,  and  if  found  wandering 
off  from  them  they  will  be  deemed  as  hostile  to 
the  Government  and  will  be  treated  as  enemies. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

[Qentral  Orders,  No.  36.] 

UlADQUJiaTiaS  DiPABTMIKT  OV  ASIZOVA. 

Pbbscott,  J>0eewtber  Zl^  1871. 
Id  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  orders  of  the 
division  commander,  the  time  within  the  limits 
of  whitth  all  rovint  hands  of  Apaohe  Indians  are 
reqoired  to  go  upon  their  reservaUons  is  announced 
and  fixed  as  FeDmary  15. 1872,  on  and  after  which 
date  all  Apaohe  Indians  found  outside  of  their  tes- 
•rvatloni  will  be  considered  aad  treated  as  hostile. 
•      •#••#•      •## 

Conunandias  officers  of  pofts  will  oommuoioate 
the  contents  of  this  order  without  delay,  and  by 
•very  available  means,  to  the  Indians  ooncemed. 

GBORGB  OROOK. 
Lieutenant  CbUmel  TufetUy-third  Infantrpt 
Brevet  Major  Oeneral  commandtng. 
Official :  '  JOHN  Q.  BOURKB, 

Aid^de-Ouni^t 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Unquestionably  it  is  neces- 
sary where  there  are  bands  of  roaming  wild 
Indians,  if  the  bounty  of  the  Government  is 
extended  toward  them  on  the  condition  that 
they  shall  remain  peaceable  and  not  molest 
our  citizens,  that  they  shall  go  upon  reserva- 
tions and  remain  upon  the  territory  especially 
assigned  to  them,  and  that  across  the  lines  of 
that  small  piece  of  territory  white  men  shall 
not  go  to  molest  them.  I  think  myself  that 
the  long-suffering  people  of  Arizona— and  I 
know  they  have  been  long^safferine,  and  im- 
posed npon  by  these  fierce,  hostilia  Indians 
down  there — I  think  they  are  annecessariiy 
sensitive  when  the  agents  of  the  Government, 
men  who  I  believe  are  of  hi^  character,  are 
sent  down  there  to  inquire  into  the  existing 
order  of  things,  and  to  ascertain  why,  npon  Uie 
average,  one  merder  a  di^  was  committed  in 
that  Territory ;  to  ascertain  whether  there  are 
no  means  of  bringiof  that  stale  of  thhigs  to  a 
elose,  whether  these  Itodiaes,  Cochise  and  other 
chiefs  with  their  ibUowerS)  can  be  tndneed 
to  go  npon  reservatioos  and  remain  there  on 
eondition  that  the  Goverament  would  relieve 
their  neeessities  while  they  remained  there. 
They  weal  down  there ;  and  the  cithsens  of 
the  Territory  objected  thstit  was  an  idle  policy 
to  pot  Indians  upon  veservations  ane  feed 
theot,  becanse  when  they  bad  been  M.  they 
went  oat  of  the  reservations  to  depredate^ 
leaving  behind  them  only  their  women,  ohit' 
dren,  and  old  men^  I  believe  Ihey  did  not 
give  sufficient  weight  to  the  idea  which  it  was 
the  design  of  the  Government  to  convey  to 
them,  that  while  relief  was  carried  to  the 
Indians  hi  one  hand,  there  was  in  the  other  a 
sword  iriiich  would  ponish,  and  punish  relent* 
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lessly,  wanton  hostility  committed  afterward 
npon  our  people.  This  is  the  policy  which 
we  shall  endeavor  to  carry  ont  in  Arizona, 
aad  I  know  it  has  the  sanction  of  the  geatle- 
man  from  Arizona  himself. 

Mr.  McCOHMIGK,  of  Arizona.  Let  me 
say  a  single  word  in  this  connection.  The 
Older  which  has  just  been  read,  and  which  is 
most  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Arizona,  is  a 
new  thing.  No  such  order  had  been  provaul- 
eated  last  year,  and  therefore  it  con  Id  not 
have  been  taken  into  consideration  in  eonaec- 
tion  with  what  was  said  at  that  time.  It  was 
not  made  known  at  that  time  to  the  people  by 
the  representative  of  the  peace  commission 
in  that  country  that  such  would  be  the  fixed 
policy  of  the  Government.  I  believe  that 
under  such  a  policy  strictly  carried  out  on 
both  sides — not  only  on  the  peace  side,  bat 
on  the  war  side,  if  necessary — we  may  have  a 
better  order  of  things  in  that  country.  But, 
sir,  so  far  is  it  from  being  the  fact  that  a  hearty 
welcome  was  not  given  to  the  representative 
of  the  Government,  that,  as  I  happen  to  know, 
he  was  most  cordially  received,  and  was  offi- 
cially invited  by  the  Governor  of  that  Territory 
to  confer  with  him  and  other  citizens.  But 
he  said  his  business  wa^  with  the  Indians,  not 
with  the  whites.  He  did  not  pursue  such  a 
policy  as  was  likely  to  conciliate  the  people 
whom  it  should  have  been,  I  think,  his  highest 
ambition  to  conciliate.  The  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  California,  who  is  as  highly 
esteemed  among  our  people  as  any  man  can 
be  anywhere,  will,  I  think,  go  far  to  show 
them  it  was  intended  that  the  i>olicy  should 
be  properly  carried  out,  whether  it  was  in  fact 
or  not 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Arizona, 
[Mr.  McCoRMicK,]  on  which  debate  is  ex- 
hausted. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  ont  the  last  word  of  the  paragraph  last 
read.  I  think,  sir,  there  never  was  a  greater 
jnmble  in  any  legislation  than  there  is  upon 
this  Indian  matter,  if  we  take  the  views  of  the 
different  gentlemen  who  have  expressed  their 
opinions  upon  it.  It  seems  to  be  the  particu* 
lar  vocation,  if  I  may  so  style  it,  of  the  gentle- 
man who  has  charge  of  this  bill  to  make  out 
that  the  Administration  is  wise  in  its  policy  in 
regard  to  the  Indians.  Yet  I  was  struck  with 
the  gentleman's  remark,  when  he  told  ns  that 
there  was  a  '* perfect  helP'  in  that  Indian 
country.  I  do  not  know  when  that ' '  helP'  was 
created.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  ancient  policy  in  regard  to  Indian 
affairs,  or  the  result  of  the  modem  policy.  In 
the  same  breath,  almost,  the  gentleman  paid  a 
high  compliment  to  the  different  churches,  on 
account  of  the  infinence  which  they  bad  ex- 
erted upon  Indian  affairs.  He  told  us  of  the 
great  work  of  the  different  religions  denomina- 
tioos.  I  am  not  disposed  at  all  to  contest  th.ii 
question,  or  to  antagonize  any  of  the  views 
which  the  gentleman  expressed  in  regard  to 
the  efforts  of  the  several  religious  denomina- 
tions named  by  him ;  but  if  they  have  succeeded 
in  doing  much  good,  if  they  have  succeeded 
in  making  a  Cbnstian  community  anywhere, 
the  gentleman  has  not  told  ns  of  it.  On  the 
oontmry,  they  have  succeeded,  according  to 
the  gentleman's  statement,  in  making  a  ''per- 
fect heir'  somewhere. 

Then,  again,  the  gentleman  tells  us  what 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  humanizing,  civil- 
izing, and  Christianizing  these  Indians  ;  and 
he  urges  upon  ns  a  certain  policy  because  of 
what  has  been  done  in  this  regard;  yet  he 
terns  round,  and  in  ihe  next  breath  teHs  us  of 
the  *' warlike  devils"  in  the  Indian  conntiy. 
Now,  sir,  if  Uiese  are  the  results  of  the  policy 
which  he  advocates — I  know  he  does  it  in  good 
faith  and  with  a  Christian  spirit,  because  he  has 
referred  to  these  Christian  denominations  -as 
coworkers  with  him— I  wish  to  understand 
precisely  what  his  poHey  has  accomplished.   I 
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wUb  to  know  wkom  it  has  Climtiaoi«ed  sod 
civilized,  what  paradise  it  has  created.  The 
genUeman  has  told  ns  of  a  *  ^  per£rot  heU'  '~«n 
idea  lam  scarcely  able  to  comprehend ;  be  has 
told  us  of  '*  warlike  devils.''  Let  btea  tell  m 
someibiDg  aboat  the  heaven  which  his  poHcy 
has  created ;  let  hiqi  tell  us  of  the  Sljeium 
his  policy  has  brought  about  down  there;  let 
him  tell  us  of  the  men  who  have  been  eivilized, 
of  the  men  who  have  been  reformed  and  Chris* 
tianiaed  and  while  he  ia  telling  us  of  the  evil 
results,  can  he  charge  this  *'  perfect  hell"  or 
these  *^  warlike  devils"  on  any  other  Admin- 
istration than  this?  I  do  not  wish  either  to 
advocate  or  vote  for  a  bill  which  has  for  its 
only  result  to  make  this  **  perfect  hell"  or 
these  *' warlike  devils"  which  the  gentleman 
has  described.  I  wish  now  we  could  understand 
what  he  means  by  this  sort  of  thing.  If  this 
policy  is  humanizing  or  Christianizing  these 
men,  then  go  on  with  it ;  but  if  not,  let  us 
have  done  with  it  and  substitute  for  it  some 
other  policy  which  will  produce  neither  the 
hell  nor  the  devils  which  he  has  descrU^ed. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SAEQENT.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  avo- 
cation I  am  engaged  in  at  present  is  passing 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  I  do  tnat  be* 
cause  the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
require  this  bill  should  pass,  in  order  to  fulfill 
the  obli^tions  which  we  as  a  Government  have 
entered  into  with  these  Indian  tribes*  The  avo- 
cation of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  upon 
this  floor,  so  tar  as  I  have  seen,  is  to  carp  at 
the  Administration,  it  makes  no  difference  what 
the  subject  may  be  before  the  HousCf  and  to 
make  attacks  on  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  If  he  does  not  engage  himself  ia  that 
character  oflener  than  any  other,  then. I  will 
withdraw  the  remark.  It  seems  to  me  if  Ther* 
sites  is  represented  on  this  floor,  it  is  by  the 
gentleman  himself. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  regard  to  the  In- 
dians of  Arizona,  this  policgr  has  notbeen  ap- 
plied to  all)  in  the flrst  place,  because  CongMss 
nas  not  appropriated  the  monesr }  and  in  the 
second  place,  they  are  remote,  and  for  other 
like  reasons  of  the  same  kind  which  might  be 
instanced.  The  eame  policy  was  inaugurated 
as  to  the  Sioux  of  Dakota,  and  they  have  since 
become  peaceable  Indians.  Five  years  ago 
they  ravaged  Minnesota.  Five  years  ago  the 
flames  of  burning  dwellings  went  up  through 
Minnesota  and  along  her  borders,  women  were 
outraged  and  men  scalped  and  lefl  npon  the 
field,  and  a  cry  of  horror  went  up  from  the 
whole  country  over  the  outrages  committed  by 
these  Indians.  To  stop  scenes  like  those  was 
of  course  a  great  credit  to  whoever  accom- 
plished it.  Those  scenes  were  put  an  end  to 
Dy  the  inauguration  of  the  vexy  policy  to  which 
I  have  referred.  Those  Indians  who  before 
were  so  warlike  have  become  peaceable ;  they 
are  beginning  to  adopt,  gradually,  civilized 
habiliments ;  they  are  beginning  to  cultivate 
their  fields. 

I  could  take  other  Indians,  if  necessary ;  but 
I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Bpase, 
and  show  how  this  Christianizing  inBuonce  is 
at  work  upon  them.  I  might  instance  the  Paw* 
nees.  I  might  show,  so  far  aa  this  poUof  is 
concerned,  that  it  is  not  exclusively  thB  policy 
of  this  Administration,  but  that  heretotbre  tt 
has  worked  the  most  beneficial  results  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Creeks,  the  Cherokees,  the  Chick- 
asaws,  the  Choctaws,  and  the  Seminoiee.  The 
Seminoles  themselves,  who  made  a  hell  in 
Florida,  are  now  on  reservations  in  tne  Indian 
territory,  where  they  are  peaceable  to  a  oer* 
tain  extent  And  the  Winnebagos  are  to-day 
becoming  citizens  under  the  mimane  policy 
of  the  Qovernmeot.  We  wish  to  extend  thi^ 
policy.     While  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 


the  reason  that  we  have  placed  these  Indian 
tribes  upon  reservations  under  the  ha  mane 
and  Christianizing  policy  now  beiag  loliowed 


by  ^is  Govemmeot.  The  exception  is  in 
Arizona  among  a  few  Kickapoos,  who  wander 
backward  and  fbrwaard  between  old  Mexico 
and  Texas,  and  the  Teton-Sioux.  The  Indian 
department  urges  that  an  approfuriation  should 
be  made  to  extend  the  policy  fto  them,  so  as 
to  treat  them  as  we  treat  other  Indians,  and 
see  whether  wie  cannot  by  these  bribes,  if  you 
choose  to  call  them  enob,  prevent  them  from 
murderiag  our  people  ana  eommttting  other 
outrages  upon  our  frontiet  settlements. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  has  been  the  benefieial 
result  of  our  peaceful  policy  toward  the  Indian. 
I  did  not  apeak  of  it  as  one  the  credit  of  which 
belonged  to  this  Administration ;  but  I  think 
it  does.  I  spoke  of  it  as  a  policy  which  Con- 
gress ought  to  foster,  and  which  gentlemen  of 
liberal  minds  around  me  advocate  to-day—^ 
policy  which  iaadvocated  by  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  I  doubt  whether  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  can  be  reduced  to  a  mere 
party  question.  It  is  one  of  humanity,  in  which 
all  sides  and  all  parties  are  interested.  I 
believe  the  great  problem  presented  to  the 
American  people  is,  whether  the  Indian  shall 
be  swept  off  the  face  of  the  continent,  or 
whether  the  enlightenment  of  this  day,  under 
the  benign  influence  of  this  great  country,  shall 
be  extended  to  these  Indians,  in  order  that 
they  may  become  civilized  and  peaoeable  cit- 
izens. 1  believe  that  this  is  the  problem  before 
us,  and  that  it  is  higher  than  party,  higher 
than  Administrations!  and  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  liberal-minded  man — I  will  not  say 
of  every  Christian  man-^to  give  his  aid  and 
countenance  to  a  work  like  that. 

Mr.  ELDHIDGE.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  OARFIELDE,  of  Washington.  I  renew 
it.  I  desire  to  ex  press  my  surprise  at  the  system 
of  logic  which  obtains  in  this  House  after  sev- 
en^ years  of  experience  tn  the  nmnagement 
of  Indian  lAatters.  No  man,  it  occurs  to  me, 
who  haa  evar  resided  any  length  of  time  afKm 
our  borders,  can  arrive  at  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  we  must  change  the  character  of  the 
American  people  before  we  can  have  perma- 
nent peace  witn  the  Indian  tribes.  Sir,  to  my 
judgment  it  is  not  this  policy  or  that  policy 
that  is  concerned  here,  but  it  is  the  aggression 
of  asuperior  race  against  an  inferior ;  and  just 
so  long  as  the  Amerieaa  people  are  pioneers, 
just  so  long  as  they  are  an  emtgmtiitg  people, 
just  so  long  as  they  are  trespassing  upon  the 
homes  and  the  oabins  ana  the  lodges  and 
the  lands  of  the  red  man,  just  so  long  we  shall 
have  trouble  with  them.  You  may  tetaporize 
here  and  there  for  a  time.  Progress  in  settle- 
ment may  assume  a  direction  southwest  or 
west  or  northwest)  and  wherever  the  tide  of 
emigfatioa  is  not  flowing,  there,  sir,  yoo  may 
have  peace  with  tlie  Indians.  But  jastso  Ions 
as  there  is  invaaiea  upon  the  one  side  and 
retrocession  upon  the  other,  bitterness  and 
animosityi  erimioatioa  and  recrimination  are 
the  inevitable  results. 

We  havoi  in  oar  discnssioo  of  Indian  mat- 
ters here,  fireqnently  cited  the  experience  of 
other  races  Red  other  peoples.  We  have  been 
told  that  the  iindsoa  Bay  CoiaiMiny,  who  have 
had  dealings  with  the  Indian  tribes  for  two 
oenUiriefl,  have  soareely  ever  had  an  Indian 
war  in  their  territory.  And  why  has  this  been 
the  case?  Itiaiiotheoaiiee  its  oourte  of  policy 
is  so  much  9up%noT  to  onra,  bnt  it  is  beoaase 
it  does  not  encourage  emi|[ration :  it  is  because 
all  through  its  wide  domaitia  in  North  Amer- 
ica it  exttttdes  emigratioB.  It  ia  no«  the  pur* 
pose  of  that  company  to  take  from  the  Indian 
his  lands*  but  aimply  to  teade  with  him,  and  ta 
briag  among  the  Iiraiaas  themodnots  of  mw^ 
ization.  But  let  progress  ot  eettlemeot  take 
plaoe  in  the  British  Amerioao  proviaees  as  in 
our  midst;  take  off  the  ban  of  the  findsoii 
Bay  GodBpaitjr,  which  has  eonatantiy  diseonr- 
aged  emigration  and  civilization;  take  from 
them  their  exdosiveness,  and  open  vp  that 
oountry  to  eettlenent  as  we  do  oars,  and  allow 
British  subjeeta  to  ran  riot  over  the  whole 


domain  of  the  Indiaas,  and  you  will  see  vir, 
and  murder,  and  assassination,  and  til  (b« 
crimes  and  atrocitiea  of  savage  life  perpetntc4 
there  as  frequently  ae  rou  see  tnem  perpe- 
trated on  American  soil. 

We  are  a  progressive  people  in  regard  to 
settlement  We  are  overrunning  the  entire 
West.  And  wherever  we  make  these  eoeroacli- 
roents  we  have  the  consequent  and  beviuUe 
troubles.  It  is  the  experience  of  maokiod 
that  wherever  the  superior  race  encrMehes 
upon  the  inferior  there  is  trouble,  there  is  vsr, 
there  is  suffering,  there  is  bloodshed,  witli  til 
tiM  concomitants  of  that  condition  of  Mm. 
And,  sir,  there  can  be  no  policy  in  lodin 
matters  but  a  temporizing  policy  onlen  yoi 
build  a  Chinese  wall  along  our  frontien,  ud 
shut  out  American  settlers  from  the  hro^ 
plains  of  the  West.  Yon  may  expend  ?otr 
millions ;  yon  may  boy  up  an  Indian  tribe  here 
to-day,  and  another  one  there  to-morrov,  asd 
yon  may  have  to  buy  the  same  tribes  the  dtj 
following.  And  why  ?  Because  they  are  like 
all  other  nations  of  the  world—notwithsuod- 
ing  that  they  are  savages  they  feel  tliat  the 
soil  on  which  they  were  reared  is  their  hose; 
they  feel  that  where  they  were  bom  and  where 
the  bones  of  their  ancestors  lie,  that  ii  their 
country.  And  I  have  never  yet  fooad  aa  h* 
dian  tribe  so  degraded  bat  it  possessed  nore 
or  less  of  that  common  element  of  homamty 
which  we  call  natriotism. 

Mr.  SARGBNT.     What  is  your  remedy? 

Mr.  QARPIfiLDE,  of  Washington.  M; 
remedy  is,  as  I  said  before,  in  the  first  plaee to 
temporise  as  for  as  possible ;  but  wiih  thit 
temporizing  I  would  add  too  elemeets,  which 
I  am  sorry  to  say  oor  Indian  policy  has  aerer 
embraced.  I  would  insist,  so  far  as  the  Asmii- 
can  Government  is  concerned,  in  the  first 
place,  on  the  enforoement  of  absolate  jaioee 
to  th«  Indian  tribes,  and  in  the  second  pUct. 
alter  I  had  established  justice,  I  woold  enforce 
it  against  the  Indian  and  the  white  man  alike. 
I  tell  yon,  sir,  as  I  said  to  the  House  at  the isit 
session,  there  is  bat  one  element  tbst  will  cob- 
trol  the  savage,  be  he  an  American  Indian,  m 
African  Hottentot,  or  an  Asiatic  Mongolia^ 
and  that  is,  first,  to  be  right  with  bio,  m 
seeoodly,  make  him  fear  vou.  Any  otherpiso 
than  that  will  result  as  it  has  done  for  a  eeotorr 
past,  in  absolute  fhilure.  We  may  bny, «  I 
said,  a  tribe  in  the  Northwest,  and  then  bojs 
tribe  in  the  Southwest,  and  keep  them  at  pwce 
for  two  or  three  months,  but  the  very  m» 
wave  of  immigration  that  dashes  npoo  thf|r 
shores  breeds  the  same  trouble,  the  same  did- 
culty,  the  same  murders  and  assaaainaUoM 
that  we  have  had  repeated  for  twocentarieiifl 
America.  ,  n 

Mr.  SARGENT.  WUl  the  gentleman  tea 
me  whether  he  would  stop  immigration  ornm 
extinguish  the  Indian  7  ^. 

Mr.   GARFIELDB,  of  Washington.   ^^^ 

sir;  I  would  do  neither;  but  I  'ww^lJlrJ 
first  place,  be  absohitely  true  to  erery  pw|«? 
the  Government  makes  to  the  Indians,  aw, 
in  the  second  place,  I  would  make  the  io<Wfl 
adhere  to  his  pmti  of  the  contract.  ,  _  „^ 
Mr.  SARGENT.    The  genUemsn  do»Jc» 

say  anything  practical.   My  qaestion  is  to^ 
he  would  stop  immigration  or  sweep  the  ii»<"»" 
out  Of  the  way? 


Mr.  GARFIELDB,  of  Washington,  l  «JJ 

--^-^=--My,  neither;  but  if  yos  want  ■? 

at  our  Indian  policy  iho 
say  that  we  should  be  jast;_u_^^ 


idea  of  what  our  Indian  policy  t»^^  J^n 
would  say  that  we  shoatd  be  jost ;  ^"T^ 
instead  of  giving  us  six  milUoos  s  r«*!  ^  *^ 
peace,  I  would  spend  that  six  »f''*^"*,i"iIJ  be 
that  would  compel  pesuse,  suid  it  woais  n  ^^ 
two  years,  if  that  policy  were  »^^^  ^poa 
country,  before  you  would  have  J>*»J  ^ 
our  borders ;  but  we  have  never,  in  *»  .  ^ 
place,  been  just  to  the  IndisB> •"* Jft^ed 
aeirer,  in  the  seoond  place,  being  j^ 
htm  to  abide  by  Uiat  justice. 
[Here  the  hammer  foil.  1  T«uh< 

Mr.GARPIBLDB,ofWas^l«>"'  ' 
draw  the  amendment. 
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Mr.  McCOBMIGK,  of  Missonri.    I  renew 
the  amendment.     Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  this  Qovernment  the 
Administration  hat  adopted  toward  the  Indi- 
ans on  oar  frontiers  a  humane   policy.     So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  jud^  of  that  policy,  it  is 
resulting  in  good,  and  is  proving  beneficial 
both  to  the  Indians  and  to  the  safety  of  the 
frontier  settlers  in  our  Territories.    The  policy 
adopted  by  the  Goyernment  of  the   United 
States  toward  the  Indians  since  its  foundation 
has  been  one  which  has  led  to  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  Indians.     Whole  tribes  of  red  men 
have  become  extinct,  and  we  now  for  the  first 
time  have  entered  upon  a  policy  which  I  trust 
and  hope  will  be  thoroughly  tried  before  it  is 
rejected. 

The  gentleman  who  last  occupied  the  floor 
informs  us  that  if  we  spend  the  $6,000,000 
now  expended  to  keep  peace  on  the  frontier) 
in  paying  the  Army  to  exterminate  these  In- 
dians, that  will  i>e  the  true  plan  to  produce 
peace.  Sir,  that  is  the  policy  that  our  country 
has  pursued  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and 
there  has  been  one  continued  scene  of  blood- 
shed on  our  frontier  with  the  extermination  of 
the  Indian  tribes  and  with  no  peace  to  our 
frontier  settlers.  We  are  the  aggressors  on 
these  Indians.  They  are  as  susceptible  df 
friendship  as  a  white  man.  They  are  influ- 
enced by  kindness  as  are  white  men,  and  if 
we  will  adopt  the  principle  of  justiceand  kind- 
ness toward  these  people  I  believe  that  we  can 
get  along  without  any  more  Indian  wars  in  this 
country.  At  any  rate,  I  am  in  favor  of  try- 
ing this  policy  which  has  been  inaugurated  in 
the  country,  and  giving  it  a  very  thorough 
trial  before  we  reject  it  and  turn  again  to  the 
sword  and  the  final  extermination  of  this  un- 
happy race  of  people  who  are  found  in  our 
continent. 

Mr.  CONNER.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  reply- 
ing to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  who  has 
Just  spoken,  I  have  one  word  more  to  say,  and 
it  is  this :  all  that  we  expect,  and  all  that  we 
ask,  is  that  when  these  Indians  are  put  upon 
reservations,  and  these  large  sums  of  money  are 
appropriated  for  their  support  there,  they  shall 
be  kept  on  these  reservations ;  and  when  they 
leave  the  reservations  and  make  their  period- 
ical incursions  upon  the  frontier  settlements, 
disturbing  the  quiet  of  those  communities, 
killing  men,  women,  and  children,  stealing 
horses  and  driving  off  our  droves  of  cattle, 
that  then  either  the  civil  or  military  authority 
may  be  permitted  to  follow  them  on  their 
return  to  their  reservation,  capture  them,  and 
take  and  try  them,  either  by  a  military  com- 
mission or  by  a  Jury,  whichever  you  please. 

Mr.  LAMPOH  r.  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  would  have  the  Indians  do  the 
same  toward  white  men  who  committed  dep- 
redations upon  them? 

Mr.  CONNER.  1  will  answer  the  question 
by  saying  that  if  a  man  in  New  York  commits 
a  murder  and  fl<>es  to  Texas  the  Governor  of 
New  York  makes  a  requisition  upon  the  Qov- 
emor  of  Texas  for  the  return  ot  the  fugitive 
from  justice,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  courts  of 
New  York.  When  an  Indian  commits  a  dep 
redation  and  falls  back  upon  the  strong  arm 
of  the  military  at  Fort  Sill  to  protect  him,  we 
want  that  military  authority  to  turn  him  over 
to  us  to  be  tried  before  a  jury,  as  we  did  with 
the  two  Indian  chiefs  last  summer,  who  cap- 
tured a  wagon  train  loaded  with  supplies  for 
their  reeervation,  and  having  killed  the  wagon- 
ers, afterward  attempted  to  kill  General  Sher- 
man when  he  was  down  there  on  a  visit. 

The  general  had  heard  of  the  capture  of 
the  wagon  train,  and  feeling  satisfied  that  the 
Indians  ftom  the  reservation  had  done  it,  ho 
sent  fof  some  of  the  leading  chiefs  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.  The  Indians  became  enraged 
at  the  presumption  of  the  general,  as  it  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  peace 
policy  to  which  thpy  had  been  accustomed, 
and  I  am  informed  that  one  of  them  drew  his 
tomahawk  and  attempted  to  kill  the  general, 
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and  would  have  done  so  but  for  an  officer  who 
shot  the  Indian  down  on  the  spot.  The  other 
Indians  who  were  implicated  in  this  outrage 
were  put  in  irons  and  sent  to  Jack  county  and 
tried  and  sentenced  to  be  hung,  t>ut  I  believe 
the  Governor  has  commuted  their  senteace  to 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  life. 

Mr.  LAMPORT.  Will  the  gentleman  tell 
us  if  he  thinks  these  Indian  tribes  should  be 
allowed  to  follow  white  men  who  commit  dep- 
redations upon  them,  and  take  them  and  deal 
with  them  according  to  their  rules  and  customs. 

Mr.  CONNER.  If  a  white  man  eoes  upoti 
a  reservation  set  apart  for  these  Inoians,  I 
would  have  him  triM  by  the  authorities  there, 
be  they  what  they  may.  The  Indians  have  no 
courts;  they  have  no  authorities  of  their  own 
to  deal  with  such  matters;  you  have  men  there 
representing  them.  Is  the  first  place,  white 
men  do  not  go  upon  the  reservations ;  they  are 
not  allowed  there ;  they  have  no  business  there. 
They  do  not  go  there  except  when  they  go  to 
fornish  supplies  to  the  Indians,  or  to  get  into 
this  little  nog  that  has  the  handling  of  these 
$6,000,000  which  you  expend  every  year  for 
the  Indians. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  ask  that  the  reading  of 
the  bill  may  be  proceeded  with.  This  debate 
is  general  in  its  character,  and  not  germane  to 
any  particular  portion  of  the  bill.  I  ask  that 
the  reading  of  the  bill  maybe  proceeded  with 
until  four  o'clock,  at  which  time  I  propose  to 
move  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  OONNBR.   I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  renew  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  fact  that  these  wrongs  to  the 
Indian  tribes  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  the  In- 
dians have  no  remedy  against  them.  I  would 
ask  you  to  put  the  white  people  of  this  country 
in  the  same  condition  that  these  Indians  have 
been.  Suppose  that  they  for  two  hundred  years 
had  been  here,  without  courts,  without  pro- 
tection, with  no  power  to  obtain  justice.  I 
ask  you  if  the  white  people  of  the  country 
would  not  to-day  be  savage  at  the  end  of  two 
hundred  years,  instead  of  being  intelligent  and 
civilized f  And  do  you  expect  that  men  who 
were  then  savages  would  under  this  treatment 
become  civilized  ?  We  are  told  that  the  In- 
dians are  not  enlightened  to*day.  Of  course 
they  are  not.  It  would  make  savages  of  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  of  the  members  of  this 
committee,  to  be  treated  as  they  have  been. 
And  you  now  attempt  to  withhold  from  them 
the  paltry  pittance  that  keeps  their  lives  in 
them,  when  you  have  taken  from  them  all  the 
means  by  which  they  and  their  ancestors  have 
been  able  to  make  a  living  here'ofore. 

These  people,  not  being  civilized,  have  de* 
pended  for  a  subsistence  upon  their  hunting- 
grounds.  Those  hunting  grounds  have  been 
taken  from  them  by  the  white  people  of  thid 
country,  by  the  advancing  waves  of  civiliza* 
tion.  I  do  not  object  to  that,  but  when  that 
is  done  I  would  call  attention  to  the  taot  that 
those  people  are  still  hunfan,  and  should  not 
be  trampled  upon  and  denounced  because  they 
are  not  strong,  when  you  have  made  then^ 
weak.  Your  ancestors,  in  the  days  of  their 
weakness,  bowed  dowu  before  thes^  Indians 
when  they  were  strong,  and  asked  fhvprs  of 
them.  Today  you  WotiM  cut  the  throats  of 
their  descendants  because  you  are  strong  and 
they  are  weak.  I  do  uot  speak  against  the 
attempt  to  civilize  these  Indians,  but  I  speak 
against  the  practices  which  have  been  pursued 
by  the  agents  of  the  Government,  who  got 
them  in  the  condition  they  are  now  in,  in 
order  that  they  could  plunder  them. 

I  do  not  charge  that  upon  the  nation,  but  I 
do  charge  it  upon  the  management  of  those 
who  have  controlled  the  Itidians.  The  Indians 
have  been  the  victims  of  a  system  of  plunde>. 
It  has  well  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Texas  [Mr.  Cowitbr]  thatthey  have  no  courts; 
and  the  reason  that  they  have  had  no  courts  is 
that  the  occupatloti  of  those  who  have  preyea 


upon  them  would  have  been  gone  long  since 
if  the  Indians  had  been  allowed  the  protection 
of  courts.  But  you  have  kept  them  in  a  con- 
dition in  which  thev  could  not  prosper,  and 
you  now  denounce  them  because  l^ey  have  sot 
prospered. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  TAFPB.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question  before  he  takes  his  seat : 
If  an  Indian  goes  into  a  white  man's  stable  in 
broad  daylight  and  takes  away  that  white  man's 
horse,  while  the  Government  is  paying  an  an- 
nuity to  that  tribe,  I  would  like  to  know  what 
remedy  the  white  man  has  tmder  the  law? 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Under  the  statute  of  1802, 
which  was  remodeled  in  1834,  the  white  man 
could  make  application  to  the  tribe  through 
the  Indian  agent  and  get  an  estimate  of  tue 
amount  of  damages,  and  if  the  tribe  refused 
to  pay,  the  papers  would  be  certified  to  the 
national  Government;  and  until  1859  the  Gov- 
ernment was  responsible  for  the  loss  in  such 
cases.  But  in  1869  Congress  took  away  that 
responsibility  of  the  national  Government;  but 
there  is  still  by  law  the  i-i^ht  of  redress  against 
the  tribe,  and  the  claim  is  settled  here  at  the 
Interior  Department,  if  application  be  made 
within  three  years. 

Mr.  TAFFB.  I  submit,  with  due  respect 
to  the  gentleman,  that  as  a  matter  of  law  he 
is  altogether  mistaken.  I  hold  that  to-day  if 
there  are  a  thousand  Indians  in  a  tribe,  nine 
hundred  and  ninety* nine  of  whom  are  on 
the  ^*war  path,''  they  can  commit  depreda- 
tions and  still  receive  tJieir  annuity  from  the 
Government  under  existing  laws ;  and  no  white 
man  has  any  remedy  for  any  of  their  depreda- 
tions. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Arizona.  Let  me 
say  on  this  point 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  amendment 
pending.     The  gentleman  fVom  Indiana  [Mr. 
Shanes]  has  been  speaking  while  there  was 
no  amendment  pending. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  that  the  commit- 
■ee  rise. 

The  motion  was  Agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Coz 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  considera- 
tion the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1192)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  so- 
called  treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian 
tribes  for  the  year  ending  Juhe  80, 1878,  and  foY 
other  purposes,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution 
thereon. 

KLKCTION  CONTEST — BOLKS  VS.  KDWABDS. 

Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin,  t  am 
directed  by  the  Committee  of  Elections  to 
present  a  report  in  tlie  contested-election  cass 
o^  Bales  t».  Edwards,  from  the  third  congres- 
sioual  district  of  Arkansas.  I  ask  that  the 
resolution  appended  to  the  report  be  read, 
and  give  notice  that  I  shall  to-morrow  call  up 
the  case  for  the  action  of  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  i 

BtsQlwi*  That  Thomas  Boles  is  entitled  to  the 
seat  io  the  Forty-Secood  Congress  from  the  third 
district  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  now  oocapied  by 
John  Bdwards. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  a  minority  report? 
Mr.  HAZLETON,  of  Wisconsin.    There  is 

OOTIEHMINT  Of  THl  DIBTBIOT« 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  letter  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Green,  an 
old  colored  minister  of  the  gospel  in  this  Dis- 
trict, asking  that  certain  charges  which  he 
makes  in  regard  to  the  management  of  Dis- 
trict affairs  may  be  inqtiired  into.  I  ask  that 
this  paper  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  their  investigation 
in  connection  with  the  inquiry  into  the  admin- 
istration of  District  affairs. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
thepaper  will  be  so  referred. 

Tnere  was  no  objection. 
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LBAVHOF  ADSBNCB. 

TheSPEAKER.  Thegentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  Mr.  Db  Larob,  has,  by  letter  to  the 
Chair,  reqaested  indefinite  leave  of  absence. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  granted. 

WITHDRAWAL  OV  PAPB118. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio,  obtoined  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Worthington,  asking  compen- 
sation for  supplies  furnished  at  Camp  Denni- 
son  during  the  war. 

Mr.  WOOD  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  of  the  House  papers  in  the  case  of 
Ellen  J.  Brosman. 

CAMP  MOJAVM,  ARIZONA  TBBRITORT. 

TheSPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  relief  of 
citizens  expelled  from  their  homes  at  Camp 
Mojave,  Arizona  Territory ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SPEER,  of 
Georgia,  (at  three  o'clock  and  fifty-five  min- 
utes p.  m. )  the  House  adjourned. 


PBTITIONS,  BTC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  * 

By  Mr.  BEATTY :  The  petition  of  .William 
Eigbtlinger,  of  Union  county,  Ohio,  asking 
a  pension  from  the  date  of  bis  disability. 

By  Mr.  COBB :  The  petition  of  Joicey  Elder, 
for  arrears  of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  B.  Weaver,  late 
collector  of  the  seventh  district  of  North 
Carolina. 

By  Mr.  COBURN:  The  petition  of  many 
citizens  of  Indianapolis,  asking  the  passage  oi 
a  bill  increasing  the  pay  of  letter-carriers. 

By  Mr.  ELY:  The  petition  of  the  widow  of 
Charles  Forstner,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Elev- 
enth Ward  Savings  Bank,  of  New  York,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  tas  on  deposits. 

By  Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio :  The  petition 
of  soldiers  and  sailors,  to  modify  the  home- 
sti*ad  l&w 

By  Mr.  HAVENS :  The  petition  of  Frances 
A.  Uussell,  widow  of  Tompkins  0.  Russell, 
for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  McHENRY:  The  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Breckinridge  county,  Kentucky,  late 
soldiers  in  the  Army,  praying  that  public 
land  allowed  them,  under  the  act  of  July  15, 
1870,  be  granted  them  without  the  require- 
ments of  settlement  and  cultivation  prescribed 
by  said  act. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Grayson 
county,  Kentucky,  late  soldiers,  praying  the 
passage  of  House  bill  No.  452. 

By  Mr.  MERRIAM  :  The  petition  of  Hon. 
James  A.  Bell,  of  Jefferson  county.  New  York, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the 
reissue  of  Government  bonds  destroyed  by 
fire. 

By  Mr.  MITCHELL:  The  petition  of  O.S. 
Head  and  others,  asking  an  appropriation  for 
the  harbor  of  Kenosha,  Wisconsin. 

By  Mr.  PACKARD:  The  petition  of  many 
late  soldiers  of  the  volunteer  army,  of  Stark 
county,  Indiana,  for  the  equalization  of  boun- 
ties and  for  soldiers'  homesteads. 

By  Mr.  RAINEY.    The  memorial  of  rep- 
resenlaiive    colored    citizens    in    convention 
assembled  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  in 
October  last,  praying  the  passage  of  the  sup 
plemental  civil  rights  bill. 

Also,  the  petition  of  T.  J.  Minton,  W.  B. 
Nosh,  8.  A.  Swails,  B.  A.  Boseman  and  others, 
colored  citizens  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
praying  the  passage  of  the  supplemental  civil 
rights  bill. 

Also,  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  South  Carolina,  praying  the 
passage  of  the  supplemental  civil  rights  bill. 

By  Mr.   ROGERS:  The  remonstrance  of 


workers  in  iron,  and  citizens  of  Saranac,  New 
York,  against  a  change  of  the  tariff  on  such 
articles  as  are  produced  in  this  country,  and 
praying  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee  and  other  articles  of  comfort  or  neces- 
sity that  are  not  produced  in  the  United  States. 

Also,  two  remonstrances  of  citizens  of  Black 
Brook,  New  York,  against  a  change  of  the 
tariff  on  such  articles  as  are  produced  in  this 
country,  and  praying  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on 
tea  and  coffee  and  other  articles  of  comforti)r 
necessity  that  are  not  produced  in  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  SAWYER :  The  petition  of  Abner 
Kirby  and  880  others,  citizens  residing  on  the 
Menomonee  river,  Green  bay,  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  to  complete  the  harbor 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Menomonee  river. 

By  Mr.  SUTHERLAND:  The  petition  of 
C.  M.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Board  Trade, 
and  42  business  firms  of  the  city  of  Detroit, 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Hon. 
Leonard  Mtbbs,  to  increase  the  salary  of 
letter*  carriers. 

By  Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition 
of  254  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  giving  to  all  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  and  to 
the  heirs  of  those  who  are  deceased,  $8  83} 
per  mouth  for  the  time  served,  deducting 
ail  Government  bounty  heretofore  paid  ;  also, 
that  the  act  approved  I6th  July,  1870,  be  so 
amended  as  to  allow  soldiers  or  sailors  to  enter 
the  amount  of  land  therein  allowed  without  the 
requirements  of  settlement  and  cuttivaiion. 

POST  ROOTS  BILLS INTRODUCBD. 

The  following  were  introduced  under  the 
role,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  STOWELL:  A  bill  to  establish  a 
post  route  from  Barksdale^s  Depot,  in  Halifax 
county,  Virginia,  to  Spring  Garden,  via  Hall's 
Cross  Roads,  in  Pittsylvania  county,  Virginia. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  post  route  from 
Wolf  Trap  to  Omego,  Halifax  county,  Virginia. 

By  Mr.  WflirELEY:  A  bill  to  establish  cer- 
tain  post  routes  in  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Florida. 

IN  SENATE. 
WiDVBSDAT,  January  81,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa,  asking  the  passage  of  an 
act  granting  the  right  to  build  a  bridge  over 
the  Mississippi  river  at  Clinton ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  the  petition  of 
George  Frederick  BoUier,  guardian  of  the 
minor  children  of  Frederick,  Ernst  Dietrich, 
of  Minnesota, -praying  that  a  pension  maybe 
granted  to  them;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  asking  that  aid  be 
granted  by  the  General  Government  for  the 
construction  of  a  ship- canal  around  the  falls 
of  Niagara  on  the  American  side;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Missouri,  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  an  act  equalizing  bounties 
and  bounty  lands;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  the  petition  of 
Bemhard  Bernstein,  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
representing  that  he  was  originally  a  Russian 
subject,  and  that  going  to  Russia  after  he  had 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  become  an 
Americau  citizen  he  received  outrages  from 


Russian  officials ;  that  he  has  coinp]«Ded  of 
those  outrages  to  the  Department  ofSukte,aad 
has  got  no  answer  to  his  complaint,  and  bov 
he  appeals  to  Congress.  1  move  the  re£er- 
ence  of  the  petition,  which  states  the  facts,  ts 
the  Commiriee  on  Foreign  Etelationa. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  this  a  peti^oa 
from  an  American  citizen  or  aRaasiancitisen? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  from  a  Roasiaa  ^ 
birth,  but  an  American  citizen ;  or  certainly,  'i 
he  has  not  completed  his  natoralixattoa,  he 
has  taken  the  first  steps. 

TheVlCEPRESlDENT.  The  Senate  hav- 
ing heard  the  explanation  of  the  Senator,  the 
geiition  will  be  referred  to  the  Cominittee  oa 
'oreign  Relations,  if  no  objection  be  made. 
vMr.  SUMNER  p'resented  a  petition  of  citi- 
s^ns  of  Virginia,  asking  the  immediate  paas^e 
of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill;  wkHk 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
YHe  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  asking  the  passage  of  the  aapf^ 
mentary  civil  rights  bill ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lio  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
workers  in  the  Ironton  rolling  mill,  citizeas 
of  ironton,  Lawrence  county.  Ohio,  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fioanee. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  present  a  similar  meosorial 
to  that  presented  bv  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
from  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-one  operatives 
in  the  American  iron-works,  citizens  of  Onns- 
by  borough,  Alleghany  county,  PeaosylTaata. 
Numerous  petitions  of  this  chitfacter  have 
been  presented,  and  I  take  occasion  to  say 
of  this  one  that  these  petitioners  are  work- 
men who  are  surrounded  by  a  large  namber 
of  establishments  that  are  sometimes  termed 
monopolies.  They  seem  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  them,  have  no  fear  of  them,  bnt  desire 
that  they  shall  be  continued  as  cootribnting 
largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the  coantry  at 
large  and  of  workmen  ia  particular.  I  move 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  from 
miners  of  bituminous  coal,  citizens  of  Centre 
and  Clearfield  counties,  Pennsylvania,  against 
a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating 
or  abolishing  duties  on  such  articles  as  axe 
successfully  produced  in  this  country;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  present  the  petition  of 
soldiers  of  the  late  war,  asking  that  they  be 
giveu  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  public 
lands  wherever  they  may  be  found,  and  thai 
patents  may  be  issued  to  them  the  same  as  for 
a  homestead.  I  move  the  reference  of  the 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  or 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affi&irs,  whichever 
is  the  most  appropriate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  PobUo 
Lands  have  reported  a  bill  on  that  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  exacUj  in 
accordance  with  the  prayer  of  this  petition, 
perhaps. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  reference  of  this  petition  to  thai  commit- 
tee, but  that  is  probably  the  only  bill  they  will 
report  on  the  subject. 

The  .VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  will  name  the  committee  to  which 
he  desires  to  have  the  petition  referred. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  wUl  be  so 
referred 

Mr.  CORBETT  presented  a  memorial  of 
J.  H.  Rinehart,  D.  J.  Woodward,  James  Hen- 
dershot,  and  one  hundred  and  fifiy  others, 
citizens  of  Union  county,  Oregon,  concurring 
with  other  citizens  of  Oregon  in  asking  aid  for 
the  construction  of  the  Portland,  Dalles,  and 
Salt  Lake  railroad  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
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He  also  presented  a  njemorial  of  the  Choc- 
natiop  of  Indians,  remonstrating  against 
the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government 
over  their  country ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Oommitteo  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  memorial  of 
'workmen  in  the  Harrisburg  furnace,  citizens 
of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
ai^inst  any  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
Abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  produced  m  this  country ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  present  the  petition  of 
A.  Alpheora  Bradley  and  a  large  number  of 
others,  citizens  of  Georgia,  who  ask  Congress 
not  to  take  off  the  duty  on  rice.  They  repre- 
sent that  the  rice  lands  require  a  great  deal 
of  ditching  and  canal  work,  and  the  erection 
of  flood-gates,  and  that  if  the  duty  is  removed 
they  will  go  to  ruin.  A  great  deal  of  labor 
and  capital  have  been  expended  upon  them 
since  the  war,  and  a  great  deal  of  land  recov- 
ered, and  they  state  that  the  repeal  of  the  duty 
will  be  very  injurious  to  them.  I  move  the 
reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  petition  of  Johti 
Jones,  Randolph  H.  Ramsey,  and  William  G. 
Lauterman,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  all 
obligations  as  sureties  of  William  E.  Quillian, 
postmaster  at  Milledgeville,  Geoma;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fost  Offices 
mnd  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
at  a  meeting  held  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  of 
persons  lately  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
Arm^,  now  pensioners  on  the  United  States 
pension-roll,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 
grantine  them  additional  pension ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  late  soldiers 
of  the  United  States  Army,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  House  bill  No.  452,  entitled  *'A  bill 
to  grant  bounty  lands  to  soldiers  of  the  war  of 
1861  and  their  heirs;"  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Kendall  county,  Illinois,  praying  the  enact- 
ment of  a  special  act  giving  a  bounty  to  Milton 
E.  Brown,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war  from- that 
county,  who  was  sentenced  by  court-martial 
and  deprived  of  arrears  and  pay  of  bounty ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers 
and  members  of  Post  Charles  W.  Crocker, 
No.  45,  of  Auburn,  New  York,  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  praying  that  an  in- 
crease of  pension  be  granted  to  Jerusha  A. 
Goodrich,  widow  of  Colonel  Luther  Goodrich ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  POOL  presented  the  petition  of  Adol- 
phus  T.  Graham,  praying  arrears  of  pension  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Hiram  R. 
Rhea,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CONKLING  presented  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Hull,  of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
praying  an  extension  of  his  patent  for  an  im- 
provement in  harvesters ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  I  niove  that  Joseph 
Clymer  be  permitted  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  all  papers  pertaining  to  his  claim. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Has  there  been 
an  adverse  report? 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  I  really  do  not  know 
whether  there  has  been  or  not.  I  have  simply 
been  requested  to  ask  that  this  order  be  made. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  U  the  claim  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  does 
not  know. 


Mr.  FLANAGAN.  I  was  simply  requested 
to  ask  for  the  withdrawal  of  these  papers,  i 
do  not  know  who  Mr.  Clymer  is,  or  anything 
about  his  claim ;  but  the  papers  are  wanted  for 
use  in  another  department 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hope,  then,  copies  will 
be  taken. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  request  will  be  granted,  copies 
of  the  papers  being  left  on  file,  unless  the 
Senator  from  Texas  shall  hereafter  give  some 
reason  which  will  dispense  with  the  necessity 
of  leaving  copies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  it  was 

OnUrgd,  That  the  Committes  on  Olaims  be  dia- 
eharged  from  the  farther  oontideration  of  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  Thomas  P.  Mitchell,  praying 
oompensation  for  oertaio  cotton  seised  and  appro- 
priated by  the  Oovemment  in  the  year  1665. 

RBPOETS  OP  C0MM1TT1B8. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  501)  authorizing  the  appropriation  for 
the  employment  of  surlmen  at  alternate  life- 
saving  stations  on  the  New  Jersey  coast,  for 
the  fical  year  ending  June  80,  1872,  to  be 
expended  in  employing  crews  at  such  stations, 
ana  for  such  periods,  and  at  such  compen- 
sation, as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
deem  reasonable,  not  to  exceed  forty  dollars 
per  month  for  each  person  employed,  reported 
It  with  an  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
\  inclosing  a  communication  from  the  chief  of 
engineers  with  regard  to  the  St.  Mary^s  falls 
canal,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  560)  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  St.  Mary's  falls  canal,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan:  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1180)  to  extend  the  time  for  filing 
claims  for  additional  bounty  under  the  act  of 
July  28,  1866,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  VICKERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1074)  providing  for  the  survey  of 
the  harbor  and  river  at  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  435;  to  authorize  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  resignation  of  judges  of  any  court  of 
the  United  States,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  86)  relating  to 
the  resignation  of  judges  of  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  adversely  thereon,  and 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

TKHU4NTKPK0  KXPBDITION. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  for 
printing  additional  copies  of  the  report  and 
accompanying  map  of  the  Tehnantepec  sur- 
veyiuff  expedition,  have  directed  me  to  report 
it  back  without  amendment,  and  to  ask  for  its 
present  consideration. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  concurrent 
resolution : 

Retolvtdf  (the  Hoase  of  Representatives  eonoar- 
rinff.)  That  there  be  printed  seven  ttioosand  addi- 
tional  copies  of  the  report  and  aooompanyinv  maps 
of  the  Tebnantepeo  sarveyinff  expedition,  of  which 
two  thousand  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, four  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
ana  one  thousand  oopies  for  the  use  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  This  is  the  survey  of  the 
Tehuan tepee  isthmus  for  a  canal  route. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Is  it  to  be  another  big 
quarto  volume,  costing  twenty-five  dollars  a 
volume? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    Oh,  no  ;  it  is  merely  a 


report  of  a  survey  made  by  the  Navy  Depart* 
ment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  entire  printing,  as  added  up  by 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  is  about  five 
thousand  dollars. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

hatdbn's  qboloqical  subtbt. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  concurrent  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  print 
extra  copies  of  Haydeu's  preliminary  report 
of  the  United  States  geological  survey,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back  without  amend- 
ment, and  to  recommend  its  passage.  I  ask 
for  its  present  consideration. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  concurrent 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

RcBohedby  the  ffoute  ctf  Bepresentativei,  (the  Sen- 
ate concurring,)  That  there  bo  printed  five  thousand 
five  hundred  copies  of  Professor  Uaydoirs  prelim- 
inary report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the 
United  States  gooloeioal  survey  for  the  yeur  1870: 
three  thousand  five  nundred  copies  of  which  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
fifteen  hundred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and 
five  hundred  copies  for  diBtribution  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     What  will  that  cost  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  estimated 
cost  is  about  four  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  These  reports,  of  which 
I  have  a  Jiumber,  come  in  all  together  this 
morning  because  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing  have  been  absent 
for  some  time.  These  are  less  than  the  usual 
numbers  that  have  been  printed  of  these  docu- 
ments, and  less  than  our  western  friends  have 
always  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
this  resolution,  but  1  should  like  the  Senator 
to  inform  the  Senate  by  what  authority  the 
enormously  expensive  book  on  the  fortieth 
parallel  was  printed  and  distributed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
looked  over  the  appropriation  bill,  in  which  I 
find  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  which  I  think 
may  be  considered  to  authorize  the  War  De- 
partment to  make  that  publication.  I  think 
so  because  I  tried  to  find  authority  for  it  some- 
where, and  that  was  the  only  place  1  could 
find  it.  The  printing  was  not  ordered  by  Con- 
gress ;  it  never  passed  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  we  knew 
nothing  about  it  until  we  saw  me  book. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  think  thj  attention 
of  the  Printing  Committee  and  the  attention 
of  the  country  ouffht  to  be  called  to  the  enorm- 
ous expenditure  ror  the  public  printing,  done, 
as  it  is  now  alleged,  by  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment without  any  special  appropriation,  because 
there  was  a  book  that  could  only  reach  two  or 
three  hundred  persons,  and  must  have  cost 
twenty-five  dollars  a  volume.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  law  will  be  so  altered  that  here- 
after we  shall  have  some  control  over  the  pub- 
lication of  such  expensive  volumes.  I  nave 
no  objection  to  the  publication  of  Professor 
Hayden*8  report,  or  even  of  that  particular 
book  in  ordinary  form,  so  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people  may  have  it;  but  to  publish  a 
book  of  that  kind,  which  is  only  useful  ti)  be 
shown  occasionally  for  the  pictures  in  it.  I 
think  is  an  uncalled  for  expenditure  of  the 

Eublic  money,  unless  specially  authorized  by 
^w. 

Mr.  COLE.  By  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive appropriation  bill  which  has  been  received 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  which 
is  now  before  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, that  abuse  is  likely  to  be  corrected  ^  as 
it  contains  a  provision  requiring  the  different 
Departments  to  make  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
the  printing  required  by  them,  and  submit 
them  to  Congress  in  advance,  and  not  leave 
it  to  the  latitude  of  the  Departments  to  print 
so  many  as  they  please  or  such  sort  of  books 
as  they  may  desirey  without  ai^  estimate  in 
advance. 
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Mr.  SCOTT.  I  only  wish  to  say,  in  reference 
to  the  particular  work  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  referred,  that  if  such  works  are 
to  be  published  at  nil,  they  oaght  to  be  pub- 
lished in  larger  numbers  than  they  are  author- 
ized to  be  published  by  the  Departments,  or  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Department,  for  since  that 
work  has  appeared  I  think  I  have  received 
more  communications  asking  for  copies  of  it 
than  of  any  single  publication  that  has  been 
pablished. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Ihavealready  stated  that 
I  have  no  information  to  give  with  regard  to 
the  publication  of  that  book,  for  it  never  passed 
under  the  supervision  of  our  committee.  I 
presume  the  Secretary  of  War  would  not  have 
printed  it  unless  he  had  legal  authority  for 
doing  so.  I  have  never  seen  the  book,  except 
a  copy  that  was  sent  to  me,  which  1  have  not 
examined.  I  agree  that  if  it  is  policy  for  us  to 
send  out  expeditions  Cor  explorations,  scientific 
or  geographical,  it  is  desirable  that  we  should 
place  the  results  before  the  country,  and,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Tehuantepec  and  Darien  expe- 
ditions, before  the  world.  I  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Oovernment  to  do  that.  The  form  of 
publication  is  a  matter  to  be  considered  with 
regard  to  the  expense  and  the  value  of  the 
publication. 

The  change  in  the  mode  of  printing  to  which 
the  Senator  from  California  has  referred  is  one 
that  I  endeavored  to  get  through  the  Senate  at 
one  time,  but  failed.  1  think  it  a  very  import- 
ant one.  It  is  that  each  Department  shall 
estimate  the  cost  of  its  printing  the  same  as  it 
estimates  all  other  items,  and  then  that  the 
printing  shall  be  done  at  the  Government  Print- 
ing Office  within  the  estimates,  as  in  the  case 
of  other  expenditures  under  specific  appropria- 
tions. They  will  then  be  under  the  strict  super- 
vision of  the  heads  of  the  Departments,  who 
will  be  responsible  for  the  use  of  the  money 
that  is  intrusted  to  their  disbursement. 

But,  sir,  the  cost  of  the  public  printing  ^of 
the  extravagance  and  enormous  cost  of  which 
we  hear  so  much)  is  a  great  deal  less  now,  con- 
sidering the  amount  done,  than  it  ever  was 
before.  I  speak  now  of  the  printing  ordered 
by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  I  have  not 
examined  the  figures  lately,  but  the  last  time 
I  did  examine  them  the  cost  was  less  then  in 

freenbacks  than  it  was  before  the  war  in  gold, 
speak  of  the  printing  ordered  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  for  distribution.  The  print- 
ing of  the  Departments  has  increased  very 
much,  and  necessarily,  because  a  large  amount 
of  printing  that  was  formerly  done  at  local 
offices  all  over  the  country  is  now  done  at  the 
Government  Office ;  and  it  is  done  much  better 
fbr  the  Govemtnent,  for  although  it  costs  more, 
probably,  to  print  here  than  anywhere  else  in 
the  country,  yet  the  fact  of  having  all  the  blanks 
and  all  the  forms  precisely  alike,  so  as  to  be 
identical  in  every  part  of  the  country,  leads  to 
authenticitvand  to  resi)on8ibility  and  to  a  great 
-  saving  of  clerical  hire  in  the  Departments. 
The  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

UNITED  STATES  BIENNIAL  REGISTBR. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  now  report  a  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  pub- 
lishing additional  copiesof  the  Biennial  Regis- 
ter, a  book  which  I  think  is  of  no  use  what- 
ever, and  we  spent  half  a  day  here  once  on  a 
motion  of  mine  to  dispense  with  it,  but  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  talked  me  down,  and  car- 
ried the  Senate  with  him.  That  having  b^en 
my  experience,  I  now  report  back  this  resolu- 
tion in  deference  to  what  I  consider  to  be  tlie 
judgment  of  the  Senate.  My  own  opiniou  is 
that  the  book  ought  not  to  be  printed  at  all. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  What  is  the 
expense  ? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  expense  of  the  addi- 
tional numbers  will  bn  $1,U00,  but  I  rhink  it 
ought  not  to  be  printed  at  all  I  think  it  only 
contains  information  that  we  have  in  more 
authentio  form  in  other  publications,  and  more 
frequently.      It  gives    us    information    bien- 


nially, much  of  which  we  get  annually  from 
other  sources. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  following  con- 
current resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives was  considered : 

Hwolved,  (the  Senate  ooneorriac.)  That  there  be 
printed  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  United 
States  Biennial  Register  for  the  year  1871. 

The  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER  OF   LAND  OFFICE. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  also  report  back  another 
concurrent  resolution  from  the  House,  and 
ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  concurrent 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

JRetolved^  (the  Senate  concarring.)  That  there  be 
printed  five  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  1870,  of 
which  three  thoosand  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of 
the  House,  one  thousand  for  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  for  the  land  department. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Is  that  the  usual  number? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  is  not  the  usual  num- 
ber ;  it  is  considerably  less  than  the  nsual 
number.  I  have  forgotten  what  the  nsual  num- 
ber is,  but  I  was  struck  with  the  smallness  of 
the  number  when  the  resolution  came  from  the 
House.     If  the  House  is  satisfied,  I  am. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  has  made  a  report  that 
is  attracting  attention  all  over  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
confine  the  printing  to  -five  thousand  copies. 
I  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  making  the 
whole  number  ten  thousand,  and  distributing 
it  in  the  same  proportion. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas is  doubtless  better  qualified  to  judge  than 
I  am  of  the  value  of  this  work ;  I  have  not 
looked  it  over ;  but  I  think  we  had  better  pass 
this  resolution,  and  if  it  is  found  desirable  to 
add  more,  we  can  do  it  hereafter. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  less  than  the 
usual  number.  We  have  published  fifteen 
thousand  many  years.  I  think  ten  thousand 
is  the  least  amount  we  can  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  estimate 
for  the  five  thousand  copies,  as  noted  by  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  in  pencil- marks 
on  the  document,  is  $2,000. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  In  view  of  the  interest 
in  the  question  of  public  lands  and  the  Com- 
missioner's report,  1  think  ten  thousand  is  a 
small  number.     I  insist  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  ten  thousand  is  quite 
small  enough  a  number.  This  is  a  book  of 
very  great  use  in  the  West,  where  there  are 

Eublic  lands,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
e  adopted. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  suppose  that  the  most 
valuable  parts  of  the  book  are  copied  into  the 
newspapers,  and  seen  in  that  way. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  a  book  that  ought 
to  be  preserved  in  evei^  man's  library. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  he  ought  to  pay 
for  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  auestiott  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  nrom  Kan- 
sasi  to  strike  <)ut  five  thousand  and  insert  ten 
thousand  copies,  making  the  distribution  in 
proportion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
done,  because,  with  the  exception  of  the  land 
States,  the  report  ia  not  much  sought  after. 
I  will  exchange  with  my  friend  the  land  reports 
which  I  get  for  agricultural  leports. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  all 
my  Congressional  Globes  and  other  books 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  for  the  sake  of  the 
General  Land  Office  report.  The  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Lana  Office 
is  circulated  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in 
Europe,  and  we  have  generally  had  it  printed 
in  two  or  three  languages.  It  is  a  matter  of 
immense  interest,  especially  to  the  new  States 
and  to  those  who  come  to  us  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. People  are  writing  to  me  constantly  for 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office.    They  want  to  know 


the  extent  of  onr  public  laoda.  In 
you  find  all  the  laws  codified  in  a 
form  relating  to  the  administration  of  tbe  pa»> 
lie  lands,  the  preemption  law,  the  boflM^cai 
law,  and  then  rules  oi  the  Departmeol,  initrac- 
tiona  how  to  get  preemptiona  and  homestead 
claims,  and  it  iaof  immense  value,  and  HaboaU 
be  in  the  hands  of  all,  not  onlj  in  the  nev 
States,  but  of  all  the  foreigners  who  cone  te 
this  country  who  can  read  the  BngUah  laa- 
guage  or  find  oat  what  it  is.  They  want  this 
report,  and  it  is  of  as  much  importance  to  the 
Senators  from  the  old  States  if  they  will  pay 
any  attention  to  the  immigrants  who  come  to 
their  shores.  They  do  not  pay  mnch  ;  hot  if 
they  did,  they  would  influeDce  them  to  go  oa 
the  public  lands  instead  of  haviaff  ihem  lie 
around  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Providesee 
and  other  large  towns.  I  ask  for  a  TOte  oathe 
amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tbe  qnestioo 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kansas. 

The  question  being  put,  the  Vice 
declared  that  the  ayes  appeared  to  have  iL 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  am  so  much  pleased 
to  get  rid  of  the  maps  in  this  report  that  ve 
have  a  fight  about  almost  every  seeaioa  thai  I 
shall  say  no  more. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  No  divisioB  u 
demanded.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the  amend- 
ment is  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  coa- 
curred  in. 

MINING  RBPORT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    I  am  also  instnicted  by 

tbe  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  back  the 

following  House  concurrent  resolutioo,  and  to 

ask  for  its  present  consideration: 

Beaohed^  (th«  Senate  eoncarring.)  That  there  be 
printed  of  the  repprt  of  R.  W.  Raymond  on  tbe 
statistics  of  mines  and  mininsr,  with  accompanyiai 
engravings,  three  thoasand  copies  for  tho  ate  of  tbe 
House,  one  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  See- 
ate,  and  one  thoasand  eopiei  for  tbe  use  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  anaiiimoiif 
consent,  and  concurred  in. 

8DTR0  TUNNBL  aSPORT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
saine  committee  to  report  another  resolution. 
This  we  report  favoraoly  upon  in  deference  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Senators  from  the  Pacific 
States,  the  mining  States.  It  is  the  report 
of  the  commission  appointed  to  examine  the 
Sutro  tunnel.  They  have  made  a  report  ac- 
companied by  elaborate  maps.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  report  is  worth  anything  without  the 
maps,  and  to  print  the  maps  will  cost  $5,000. 

Ihere  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  resolution 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

He9ohed,  That  the  maps  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  on  the  Sutro  tunnel  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The-  report  it- 
self was  ordered  to  be  printed  when  the  Chair 
submitted  it  to  the  Senate,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  printing  the  maps  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  they  now  report 
a  resolution  in  favor  of  printing  the  maps. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODOOBD. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  ananimous  con* 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  Na 
669)  for  the  relief  of  California  and  Nevada 
veteran  volunteers,  honorably  discharged  at 
points  distant  from  that  of  original  enlistment; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OSBORN  asked,  and  bj  nnanimons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  661)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  acquire  the  possessory  rights  of  the  occupants 
of  certain  land  adjoining  the  United  States  bar- 
racks at  J3arrancas,  in  the  State  of  Florida ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairsi  and  ordeied 
to  be  printed. 
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Mr.  BAMSET  aaked,  and  by  aoanimous 
oonsent  obtained,  leaTe  to  introduce  a  bill 
CS.  No.  662)  in  relation  to  settlers  on  the  late 
Sloax  Indian  reservation  in  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONRLING  asked,  and  by  ananiraous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  668)  to  establish  a  national  registry  of 
shipping  and  to  afford  additional  protection  to 
passengers  and  seamen,  and  to  prevent  excess- 
ive rebates  in  the  duties  on  merchandise  dam- 
aged on  ship- board  imported  into  the  United 
Suites :  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  In  introducing  this  bill 
I  wish  to  state  that  it  is  not  a  bill  prepared  by 
me,  but  one  which  I  introduce  at  request  for 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN  asked^  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  (3. 
No.  664)  providing  for  the  cession  by  the  State 
of  Texas  of  certain  territory  of  that  State  to 
the  United  States  for  Indian  reservations  and 
other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lanas,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CARPBNTER  asked,  and  by  nnani- 
mous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  605)  to  extend  the  time  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road  from 
Lake  St  Croix  to  Lake  Superior ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  THURMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
.consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  6G6)  to  allow  writs  of  error  in  certain 
criminal  cases;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,. referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CORPOBATION  INCOMB  TAX. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
8G2,  which  has  been  alreadpr  partially  consid- 
ered, and  I  hope  to  have  it  disposed  of  this 
tnorning. 

The  motioti  was  apeed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
&fl  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  862)  declara- 
tory of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  reduce  in- 
ternal taxes,  and  for  other  purposes,' '  approved 
July  14,  1870. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  When  this  bill  was  under 
consideration  before,  some  obiections  were 
made,  and  considering  them  all  I  have  pre- 
pared a  substitute  for  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  I  think 
will  be  acceptable  to  all  parties,  and  avoid  all 
further  discussion.  I  send  it  to  the  Chair,  and 
ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  this  in  lieu 
of  the  substitute  previously  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  sub- 
Itituted  for  that  substitute  ;  and  the  question 
now  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  which 
will  be  read  as  a  substitute  for  the  original 
bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  words  proposed 
to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  original  bill  aller 
the  enacting  clause,  as  follows: 

That  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other 
parposoN,'^  approred  July  14,  187U,  was  to  exemnt 
from  the  payment  of  the  tax  of  two  and  one  half 
per  cent,  perannum  all  dividends  of  earnings,  income, 
or  gain*,  and  undivided  profits  of  any  bank,  tmst 
oompaoy,  savings  institution,  ioiuranoe  company, 
can&i*navigatiun  company,  and  slack- water  naviga- 
tion company,  declared  or  made,  or  which  accrued 
or  wero  earned  and  added  to  any  surplus^  contin- 
Rent,  or  other  fund,  during  tho  months  ot  August, 
^ptember.  October,  November,  and  December,  in 
the  year  IdTO.  in  ail  cases  whcro  snch  corporations 
bod  already  paid,  or  would  thereafter  pay,  upon  the 
diTidonds  of  earnings,  income,  or  gains,  and  undi- 
vided profits  of  the  previous  months  of  that  year, 
ataa  equal  lo  at  least  two  and  one  half  per  sent. 


per  annum:  and  to  give  eteot  to  such  intent^  the 
Commiasioner  of  Internal  ReTenue  is  hereby  author- 
ised anu  directed  to  remit  or  refund,  as  the  case  mnv 
be.  the  tax  assewed  and  levied  or  paid  upon  all  such 
dividends  of  earnings,  income,  or  gains,  and  undi- 
vided profits,  for  said  last  five  months  of  the  year  1870. 
to  all  such  corporations  oa  have  paid  or  shall  pay  a 
tax  upon  all  the  dividends  of  eaminc^.  income. 
gains,  or  undivided  profits  of  the  years  IttTO  and  1871, 
equal  to  at  least  two  and  one  balf  per  oent.  per 
annum. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  why  railroad  companies  are  not 
included  in  the  amendment  now  offered? 

Mr,  SCOTT.  My  recollection  is  that  the 
language  of  this  amendment  is  a  copy  of  the 
section  of  the  law  of  1870  which  imposed  the 
tax. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  have  the  law  before 
me.     I  will  furnish  it  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  see  the  language  of  the 
law  is:  *^on  the  amount  of  all  dividends  of 
earnings,  income,  or  gains  hereafter  declared 
by  any  bank,  trust  company,  savings  institution, 
insurance  company,  railroad  company,  canal 
navigation  company,''  &e. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  <<  Railroad  company"  is 
left  out  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  mast  be  a  mistake  in 
the  printing.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  for  calling  my  atten* 
tion  to  it.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
words  '*  railroad  company"  between  the  words 
*  insurance  company"  and  *' canal  navigation 
company." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  correction 
will  be  regarded  as  made,  and  the  c^uestion  is 
on  agreeing  to  the  substitute  so  moai6ed. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  see  that  this  proposi* 
tion  relates  only  to  refonding  the  tax  for  the  last 
five  months  of  the  year  1870.  The  effect  of 
that  is  to  make  companies  which  paid  the  full 
tax  up  to  the  1st  of  August,  1870,  pay  one 
twelfth  of  five  per  cent,  more  than  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  for  that  year.  1  supposed  the 
objectofthis  bill  was  to  make  these  companies 
pay  only  two  and  one  half  per  cent,  for  1870  ]  but 
as  the  bill  is  now  proposed,  it  makes  them  pay 
one  twelfth  of  five  per  cent.,  more  than  two  and 
a  half  per  cent.  It  is  proper  to  correct  it  in 
that  respect,  and  make  it  provide  for  refunding 
the  amount  paid  during  the  last  six  months 
of  the  year  1870.  The  effect  of  that  will  be 
to  require  the  companies  to  pay  only  two  and 
a  half  per  cent.  lor  that  year;  and  I  now 
propose  that  amendment.  The  object  will  be 
effected  by  inserting  before  '*  August,"  in  line 
ten,  the  word  '*Jnly,"  and  by  striking  out 
in  line  twenty  •one  the  word  **five"  before 
**  months,"  and  inserting  **  six." 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  inequality  referred  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  was  considered  not 
only  in  the  Finanoe  Committee,  but  also,  as  I 
am  informed,  in  the  conference  committee 
which  drafted  the  bill  of  1870;  and  while  it  is 
true  that  that  slight  inequality  does  exist  that 
corporations,  or  rather  the  stockholders  whom 
they  represent,  are  required  to  pay  that  one 
twelfth  of  five  per  cent,  more  than  individuals, 
yet  it  is  an  inequality  that  cannot  be  remedied 
without  giving  rise  to-  a  large  amount  of  incon- 
venience. The  law  was  passed  on  the  14th  of 
July,  1870,  after  six  months  of  that  year  had 
elapsed,  and  unless  we  are  to  go  back  and 
refund  that  money,  there  is  no  possible  way  of 
securing  entire  equality.  This  amendment  now 
reported  secures  that  equality  as  nearly  as  it 
can  be  secured ;  sM  while  1  would  have  been 
willing  to  join  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  or 
any  other  Senator,  in  securing  absolute  equal- 
ity, that  is  entirely  impossible  under  the  income 
tax  law.  This  proposition  as  it  stands  comes 
as  near  equality  as  it  can  be  secured  practically. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  will  not  be  adopted,  but  that 
the  substitute  as  offered  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  While  we  are  on  this  sub- 
ject and  have  the  bill  up,  I  see  no  reason  why 
It  is  not  just  as  easy  to  make  the  thing  exactly 
right  as  lo  get  it  wrong.  It  is  a  conceded  fact 
that  the  aabstitute  offered  by  the  Senator 


(Vom  Pennsylvania  requires  certain  railroad 
and  other  companies  that  paid  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent,  up  to  the  1st  of  August,  to  pay 
one  twelfth  of  five  per  cent,  more  than  was 
intended  by  the  law  originally.  The  original 
purpose  of  the  law  was  to  make  the  tax  equbl 
to  an  annual  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
Then  the  companies  ought  to  have  paid  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  up  to  the  1st  of  July  only. 
Paying  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  up  to  the 
1st  of  July,  they  would  have  paid  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  for  the  whole  year ;  but  pay- 
ing five  per  cent,  up  to  the  Ist  of  August^ 
the  effect  was  that  these  companies  paid  one 
twelfth  of  five  per  cent,  more  than  tney  were 
intended  by  the  law  originally  to  pay. 

While  we  have  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion let  us  make  the  bill  exactly  right.  The 
object  of  the  law  can  be  attained  b^  requiring 
that  the  tax  which  these  companies  paid  !n 
excess  of  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the 
year  shall  be  refunded.  Surely  it  is  not  much 
trouble  to  do  that.  The  books  show  all  the 
companies  that  paid,  and  the  amount  can  be 
easily  ascertained,  and  exact  equality  will  be 
accompliebed  and  the  original  purpose  of  the 
law  efi^cted,  whereas  the  original  purpose  of 
the  law  is  not  effected  by  the  amendment  aft 
oflfered  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

In  my  State  I  know  several  companies  paid 
the  five  per  cent,  tax  up  to  the  1st  of  August, 
1870.  Our  corporations  are  poor,  our  bond- 
holders are  poor,  and  anything  tney  paid  beyond 
what  the  law  demanded,  or  beyond  what  they 
ought  to  pay,  I  think  they  ought  to  have  back  { 
and  as  the  snbject  is  now  unoef  consideration^ 
I  think  it  best  while  we  are  legislating  on  the 
matter  to  legislate  right,  and  have  the  thing  as 
it  ought  to  be.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  amend* 
ment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  All  I  desire  to  say  in  reply  is 
that  the  adoption  of  the  Senator's  amendment 
will  be  a  repeal  pro  tanto  of  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July,  1870,  instead  of  carrying  out  its  iuten^ 
tion.  I  have  seen  a  number  of  the  represent- 
atives of  these  corporations  who  have  been 
here  since  this  bill  was  introduced,  and,  while 
the  inequality  is  admitted,  it  is  so  small  that 
none  of  them  object  to  it.  I  hope  this  vexa- 
tious subject  will  be  at  once  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 

{inia  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
finance. 
The  amendment  to  the    amendment  was 
rejected ;  there  being  on  a  division — ayes  15, 
noes  80. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  quesUon 
recurs  on  the  amendment  proposed  as  a  sub- 
stitute by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend" 
ed,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HKS8AGB  VROH  THIS  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhbbson,  its  Clerk,announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills, 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  Was 
requested : 

A  bill  (H,  R.  No.  188)  to  extend  the  time 
in  which  certain  offenses  maybe  prosecuted  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  286)  to  perpetuate  testis 
mony  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1831)  in  relation  to  wit- 
nesses for  respondents  in  extradition  cases. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.  487)  to  exempt  the 
iron  steam  ice-boats  constructed  by  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  from  the  inspection  required  by 
the  act  of  February  28,  1871,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  secaritv  of  life  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  aa 
amendment,  in  which  it  requested  the  conoar* 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

Ilie  mesMge  forther  annoiinoed  that  tk« 
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House  had  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  248)  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Congress 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
ninth  census. 

CRIMINAL  PRACTIOK. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
u]^  Senate  bill  No.  468,  to  which  I  imagine  there 
will  be  no  objection.  It  is  a  bill  to  regulate 
en minal  practice  in  the  Federal  courts,  reported 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee.  I  presume  it  will 
give  rise  to  no  discussion,  and  will  meet  with 
no  opposition.     I  move  that  it  be  taken  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  468)  to  regulate  crim- 
inal practice  in  the  Federal  courts. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
were  in  lines  five  and  six  to  strike  out  the 
words  **  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  Terri- 
tory, or  District,*'  and  in  lines  seven,  eight, 
and  nine  to  strike  out  the  words  '*no  per- 
emptorv  or  final  judgment  in  the  cause  shall 
be  rendered  thereupon,  but  only  a  judgment 
of  respondeat  ouster y^  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  **The  judgment  thereon  shall  be 
respondeat  onster 'j  but  this  act  shall  not  have 
the  efi*ect  to  entitle  the  defendant  to  a  continu- 
ance of  the  cause  beyond  the  term  at  which 
such  demurrer  shall  be  overruled ;''  so  that 
the  bill  will  read : 

B«  it  enacted,  dee..  That  in  every  case  where  a 
demarreris  interposod  to  an  indiotment,  or  to  any 
count  or  counts  thereof,  or  to  any  information  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States,  thejadffment  there- 
npon  shall  be  reepondeat  oueter;  but  this  act  shall 
not  have  the  effect  to  entitle  the  defendant  to  aeon- 
tinoance  of  the  cause  beyond  the  term  at  which  such 
demurrer  shall  be  overruled. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  understand  this  bill  was 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  I  should  like  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  it.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  all  right,  but  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  have  him  explain  the  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  object  of  the  bill 
is  simply  to  prevent  a  final  judgment  being 
entered  up  where  a  party  demurs  to  an  indict- 
ment or  some  of  the  counts  of  the  indictment, 
without  allowing  the  case  to  go  to  trial.  It 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee 
that  there  were  cases  where  the  court,  if  a 
demurrer  was  interposed  to  an  indictment, 
entered  up  final  judgment  without  giving  the 
party  an  opportunity  to  plead  and  go  to  trial. 

Mr.  WRIGQT.  Entered  up  judgment 
against  the  defendant? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Entered  up  judgment 
against  the  defendant.  That  is  the  whole 
object  of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  will  be  re- 
garded as  agreed  to  if  there  be  no  objection, 
and  the  bill  is  open  to  further  amendment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  will  state  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  that  the  amendments  simply 
strike  out  superfluous  words.  The  effect  of 
the  bill  when  amended  is  precisely  the  same 
as  before,  except  that  some  superfluous  words 
are  stricken  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  There  can  be  no  objection 
to  the  bill. 

•  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  amnesty  bill  is 
before  the  Senate,  being  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
880)  for  the  removal  of  political  and  legal  dis- 
abilities imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the 
fourteenth  article  of  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  the  pending 
Question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Robbrtson,]  to  post- 
pone the  present  and  all  other  orders  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  another  amnesty  bill 


received  at  a  later  day  firom  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives.  A  division  of  the  motion 
has  been  demanded,  and  the  first  question 
will  be  on  the  postponement. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  shonld  like  to  know 
of  the  Senator  what  is  the  object  of  taking  up 
one  bill  rather  than  another.  It  seems  to  me 
astrauj^e  proceeding,  unless  he  has  some  secret 
about  it  that  I  do  not  understand.  I  shonld 
like  to  know  what  advantage  can  be  gained 
by  taking  up  one  bill  rather  than  the  other, 
because  if  we  take  up  the  last  bill  that  came 
to  us  it  is  subject  to  the  same  amendments, 
the  same  delay,  and  the  same  debate. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSON.  I  will  reply  to  the 
honorable  Senator's  question  by  stating  that 
the  bills  are  somewhat  different.  The  last  bill 
is  somewhat  more  liberal  than  the  first.  That 
is  my  reason. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  why  he  does  not  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  as  we  have  it  in  hand,  to  make 
it  conform  to  what  he  wishes  it  to  be? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  other  bill  is  un- 
amended and  it  suits  my  views  better  than  the 
first  bill.  However,  I  shall  cheerf\illy  acqui- 
esce in  the  sense  of  the  Senate.  I  wish  to  get 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  that  matter,  as  to 
which  bill  they  prefer. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  addressed  the  Senate. 
[His  speech  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to 
postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  object  of  this 
motion  is  to  see  which  bill  the  Senate  prefer, 
whether  they  prefer  to  continue  the  considera- 
tion of  and  to  pass  House  bill  No.  880,  which 
has  been  under  consideration,  or  the  last  bill 
which  came  from  the  House.  I  make  this 
motion  with  the  understanding  that  if  it  is 
carried  we  shall  take  up  the  bill  which  last 
came  from  the  House.  On  this  question  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  yeas 
and  nays  have  already  been  ordered. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     Very  well. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  before  this 
debate  closes  it  seems  to  me  I  shall  be  justi- 
fied in  a  brief  reply  to  the  most  extraordinary, 
almost  eccentric,  argument  by  my  excellent 
friend,  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Mor- 
rill. ]  He  argued  against  the  constitutionality 
of  the  pending  amendment ;  yon  all  remember 
with  how  much  ingenuity  and  earnestness.  I 
shall  not  follow  him  in  the  details  of  that 
speech.  I  shall  deal  with  it  somewhat  in  the 
general,  and  part  of  the  time  I  shall  allow 
another  to  speak  for  me. 

But  before  I  come  upon  that  branch  of  the 
case  I  feel  that  in  justice  to  our  colored  fellow- 
citizens  I  ought  to  see  that  they  have  a  hear- 
ing on  this  floor.  Senators  whom  they  helped 
elect  have  shown  no  zeal  for  their  rights.  Sir, 
they  have  a  title  to  be  heard  themselves.  They 
are  able  j  they  can  speak  for  themselves;  but 
they  are  not  here  to  speak.  Therefore  they  can 
only  be  heard  through  their  communications. 

I  have  here  one  that  I  have  received  from  a 
member  of  the  Virginia  house  of  delegates. 
It  came  to  my  hands  yesterday,  and  is  dated 
*' Richmond,  January  29,  1872.''  I  wish  the 
Senate  would  hear  what  this  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia house  says  on  the  pending  amendment : 

Hall  or  ths  House  o^Dblboatxs, 

RiOHHOVD,  VisoiKiA,  Jammorp  29, 1872. 

DtAB  Sir:  No  doubt  you  are  pressed  almost  to 
death  with  petitions,  all  hoping  to  aid  in  the  passage 
ofyour  "bill  of  jusUce."  ^^^ 

I  wish  that  I  ooald  m  to  vou  that  I  am  an  honor- 
able member  of  this  body.  I  oannot— only  an  oatra- 
oised  one. 

I  could  get  thousands  of  signatures  and  petitions 
for  the  support  of  the  supplementary  olvil  rights 
bill  had  I  the  time  to  go  to  my  oonstituents.  vfe 
all  want  it  to  pass.  We  need  it.  Our  success  rests 
upon  tbe  passage  of  it.  We  understand  about  social 
equality ;  it  is  not  that  we  want.  We  want  our  com- 
mon rights.  like  all  men. 

Here  in  Richmond  we  are  proscribed  on  all  sides. 
A  colored  Senator  and  myself  were  prevented  from 
going  to  look  at  a  deoeased  Catholic  bishop,  while 


lying  in  state,  by  a  polfeemaa,  on  aeooirat  «f 
color.  Wo  can  ride  only  in  certain  atra^  t 
and  they  are  more  or  less  filled  with  whites.  Wt 
cannot  go  in  a  decent  place  at  tbe  theater.  We  fo&U 
not  go  to  Theodore  Thomas'  concert,  became  th«« 
was  no  separate  place  in  tbe  hall  for  **  niggers." 

We.  the  representatives,  sir,  of  thousands,  feel  tha 
very  keenly,  and  some  of  us,  although  in  our  aatiTe 
State,  have  seen  better  days  in  Massaehosetts. 

We  all,  sir,  the  whole  colored  populatioa  of  Vir- 
ginia, make  this  appeal  through  you  to  a  geoo^ai 
Senate,  and  pray  for  the  sake  of  hamacity,  jostiet. 
and  all  that  is  good  and  great,  that  eqaa.1  eommm 
rights  may  be  bestowed  to  a  grateful  aad  loyal  mo- 
ple  before  disabilities  shall  have  been  etneken  froa 
those  who  struck  at  the  very  heartstrings  of  tht 
Government. 

Yours,  very  respectfully.  ^M  _  ^   ,    «.,^„ 

ILG.  L.PATQK, 
Member  ffou9e  of  DeUgatet  of  Vtnnmm. 

Senator  Sqmhbb. 

Can  any  Senator  listen  to  that  appeal  and 
not  feel  that  this  Virginian  begins  to  answer 
the  Senator  from  Maine  ?  He  shows  on  abu9«: 
he  testifies  to  grievance.  Sir,  that  is  the  beeHa- 
ning  of  the  argument.  My  friend  seem«d 
almost  to  i|^ore  it.  He  could  not  see  the 
abuse;  he  did  not  recognize  the  ^ievance 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator 
does  not  mean  to  ao  me  any  injosUce,  I  sap- 
pose,  or  misrepresent  me.  • 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Of  course  not. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  know  he  is 
not  given  to  that;  but  certainly  he  misrepre- 
sents me  when  he  says  that  I  did  not  see  tbe 
grievance  and  did  not  recognize  the  difficulty 
to  which  he  refers.  I  certainly  did  aee  it,  and 
I  certainly  recognize  it.  The  only  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  myself)  so  far  as  tbe 
argument  is  concerned,  is  one  simply  of  power. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  shall  come  to  that.  Bat 
first  is  the  point  whether  the  •'  enator  recog- 
nizes the  grievance ;  and  here  let  me  tell  my 
excellent  friend  that  did  he  see  the  grievance 
as  this  colored  citizen  sees  it,  did  he  feel  it  as 
this  colored  citizen  feels  it.  Sir,  did  he  simply 
see  it  as  I  see  it,  he  would  find  power  enough 
in  the  Constitution  to  apply  the  remedy.  I 
know  the  generous  heart  of  the  Senator,  and  I 
know  that  he  could  not  hesitate  did  he  really 
see  this  great  grievance.  He  doea  not  see  it 
in  its  proportions.  He  does  not  aee  how  in 
ita  real  character  it  is  such  that  it  can  be  de^t 
with  only  by  the  national  power.  I  drive  that 
home  to  the  Senator.  It  is  the  beginning 
of  the  argument  in  reply  to  him  Uiat  the 
grievance  is  such  that  it  can  be  dealt  with  ade- 
quately only  by  Congress.  Any  other  mode  is 
inefficient,  inadequate,  absurd.  I  begin,  there- 
fore, by  placing  tbe  Senator  in  that  position. 
Unhappily  he  does  not  see  the  grievance.  He 
has  no  conception  of  its  vastness  extending 
everywhere,  with  ramifications  in  every  State, 
yet  requiring  one  uniform  remedy  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  can  be  supplied  only  by 
the  nation. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  question  of  power ; 
and  here  I  must  allow  a  colored  fellow-citizen 
to  be  heard  in  reply  to  the  Senator.  I  have  a 
letter  from  E.  A.  Fulton,  of  Arkansas,  now 
on  a  visit  at  Washington,  dated  January  80, 
1872,  as  follows: 

Hon.  Chablu  Sumitib,  United  SMeeSemaU.' 

DiAB  Sib:  I  am  a  colored  man,  resident  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas. 

I  have  seen  and  experienced  much  of  the  disabili- 
ties which  rest  upon  my  race  and  people  from  the 
mere  accident  of  color.  Grateful  to  God  and  the 
Republicans  of  this  country  for  our  emancipatioD 
and  the  recognition  of  our  citiienship,  I  am  never- 
theless deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  for  far- 
ther let islation  in  order  for  the  perfection  of  oar 
rights  as  American  citizens. 

This  colored  citizen  is  impressed,  as  the  Sen- 
ator is  not,  with  the  necessity  of  further  legis- 
lation for  the  perfection  of  his  rights  as  an 
American  citizen.     He  goes  on : 

I  am  also  thoroughly  persuaded  that  this  needed 
legislation  should  come  from  the  national  Con- 
gress. 

He  begins  his  reply  to  my  friend : 

Local  or  State  legislation  will  necessarily  be  mr- 
tial  and  vaolllatiog.  Bosidn,  our  experienee  is  to 
the  effoot  that  the  local  State  govemmeots  are 
unreliable  for  the  enforcement  or  exeoution  of  lavs 
for  this  purpose. 

In  Arkansas,  for  oxample.  a  statnta 
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d«eiDoil  cood,  if  not  oniinlv  BaQoioDt;  fnt  to  Uie 
prcieat  tlBie  crou  iDdi(Ditin  coniinua  to  ba  per- 


aonlnc  hewlleu  i 


e-boak. 


I  law  remuDi  n  dcm 


differ! 

.. :iBt7  which  dd*  iIUiIIt  fot«r- 

«atnl  aloDO  can  fad,  I  bar*  uiBBinad  and  waiihed 
uii  lultlaal. 

Here,  lir,  he  replies  Bg»b  to  m;  friend.  I 
Bbould  like  the  Saostoc  to  notice  the  Moteooe 
I  baTe  just  read  : 

'  -sanduiiletT  whlob  ona  Ttt^ly  Intv- 

-     ■"";  n 

b&s  not  tb&t  viiBl  ID 

I  bara  eximlatd  and  wciEbcd  thiiiabJset. 

Wbatdoesbeiaj? 
InmfDlIrtwiD&dBdthaLnothiDcihintDrnitlaBal 

will  be  round  aufHcient  fnr  tliF  mointcnnnco  of  our 
Qod-firen  riihu  u  m*D  sodwoaian,  dliuui  oftbla 
(nat  and  I'ne  coUDtrT. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  MaiDe.  As  m;  bonor- 
sble  friend  emphftgbei  that  particular  point, 
will  ha  be  kind  enough  to  laj  wbether  be 
reads  tbat  letter  sa  an  authority  ehowiiig  that 
Congreas  has  the  power  to  do  what  he  asks, 
or  whether  it  is  simply  an  individual  opintoa 
tbat  some  such  legialaiion  is  necessary? 

Mr.  aCJMNElt.  I  think  my  friend  must 
know  that  I  do  not  reftd  this  lotter'as  an 
authority  as  he  nses  the  term.  By  and  by  1 
shall  eeme  to  the  authority.  1  read  it  as  the 
opinion  of  a  colored  ciiizen 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of ttaiue.  As  totheueces- 
ritr  oflegislMion? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Wbobaa  felttbegrierance 
and  testiliesibalihereniedy  can  only  be  through 
tbenacion.     ThereiawherehediSers  from  my 

Mr.MORRILL,  of  Maine,  IbavenotsUted 
tbat.  If  tbe  Senator  chooses  to  make  un  igiue 
with  me,  I  should  like  to  have  him  make  it  on 
the  point.  It  is  not  necessary  to  mad  evidence 
to  me  tbat  the  colored  people  think  lhereou|;ht 
to  be  legislation  by  Congress.  The  question 
btlween  the  Senator  and  myself  is  precisely 
tbis:    what  is  your  anlhorityr 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well ;  I  am  coming  to 
tbat.     This  is  nnly  tbe  beginning. 

Hr.MORRILL,of Maine.  VVbeuyoucome 
to  that,  and  make  an  issue  with  me,  1  shall  be 
ready  to  answer. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  shall  come  to  that  in  dne 
season  And  give  to  the  Senator  the  opportunity 
he  desires.  I  shall  speak  to  the  question  of 
power.     Meanwhile!  proceed  with  the  letter: 

I  have  read  with  Jor  jonr  receutlT  prnented  lup- 
plemantol   jiiil  riahtr  '"'       "■■ ■■ 


lutb 


0  of  Qod  D 


Yon 

see  the  point,  Mr.  President— 

"coupled 

mplete  umneity"  — 

loiil 

te? 

T'sr.XTd'v"?<.r.;c 

r  tbo 

coupled  with  asuainnleD  of  nil  thsir  richtato  them. 
thui  Hcarlnc  in  I'nct.  uwell  as  in  thoonr.  far  all 
neo,  "equalllr  bcforo  the  law." 

I  am,  SIT,  vacT  reapectCullj,  joirn, , 

£.  A.  FDLTON. 

Now,  my  friend  will  not  understand  tbat  I 
exaggerate  this  letter.  I  do  not  adduce  it  as 
authority,  but  aimply  as  testimony,  showing 
what  an  intelligent  colored  feliow' citizen  tbinka 
vilh  regard  to  his  rights  on  two  important 
points  oiDcb  debated :  first  as  to  the  Decessiiy 
of  remedy  through  the  naiiasal  Qovernment, 
•nd,  secondly,  as  to  the  importsnce  of  uniting 
tbis  assurance  of  equal  rights  wilb  amnesty, 
H  tbat  the  two  shall  go  together. 

Before  coming  to  the  authority  on  which  my 
friend  seems  so  anxious,  I  cJl  attei  ' 


I  think  I  ought  to  read  to  the  Senate.  It  is 
addressed  to  meoScJally  )  and  ifl  do  not  read 
it  the  Senate  will  not  have  the  benefit  of  it. 
There  is  no  Senator  from  Georaia  lo  speak  for 
tbe  Civil  Rights  Association.  I  shall  let  tbem 
speak  by  their  president: 

Adodsta,  Giobou,  Jomi 
Eon.  Chablu  Suhkib. 


orti 


indlT  •< 


IB  Qloh 


^'!^.l 


When  thni  beonmes  a  law  the  ^eedom  of  m/  race 
will  IbEQ  be  cumpleta. 

Icall  atlentinn  to  tbat  point.  "Thefreedom 
of  my  race  will  then  be  complete."  He  re' 
gards  this  law  as  essential  to  complete  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  I  hope  you  will  not 
forget  tbis  judgment,  because  it  will  be  im- 
portant at  a  later  momant  in  vindicating  the 
conBlilutionnl  power  of  CongreaB.  "When 
that  becomes  a  law  the  freedom  of  my  race  will 
then  be  [;omp]gte" — not  before,  not  till  then, 
not  till  the  passage  of  the  supplemental  civil 
rights  bill.  Until  then  slavery  still  exists. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  statement  of  one  once  a  slave, 
and  who  knows  whereof  he  speaks  ;  nor  can  it 
be  doubted  that  he  is  right.     He  proceeds; 


uilr  ndf 


lie  iUsir  aocordlBt  to  tba  cul«  of  iadivlilaiiiii! 


tbeii 


,    Tbii 


nnde  thesabjeot  otwronf 


lalted  >l 


Senators  mov  asmme  to  spaak  for  oalored  man 

tbe  rapport  of  Ihe'olDred  people,  nud  lamtalliilad 

than  exiiledwheo  the  reaODstrnotiODacU  wars  paud- 
ini  before  CoDirc». 

Ilow   absDnf  it  looki  to    colored  men  to  hoar 
of  Sauatora  dtelnlnlDC  about  "sociBi  coaBlll]'"  ■ 


oolored  people  bj  virtnt 
thaSoaI^.BadiID»Dlhi 

Bn"fercer?a!nfr''°annotreMonabl 


im  for  rears.     Tho 

illolare  apowerln 

is  iaaaue  auoBcb 


.blTo»peotour««p- 
po "lenitom  Jastiee. 

1  r  duappoiDCment  will  ever  ba  felt 

by  St  thBD  tbe  defeat  of  roar  bill. 

^  1  mutterofrivbt.we  demand  it  of 

fa  'ir^di  wh»"»B'kiat''^rB  al'oDr 

ha  ipr  CDeralea,  to  do  for  ua  what  tbef 

1  .  act  of  frtendahip  will  aver  bIIbj 

th<  heal  the  feeliDf  that  will  be  cngea- 

de  atbem  genafort  if  tber  dsoT  to  ui 

■ui  now  <■  their  opportunitj'  (o  aive  to 

thi  tbeMxonCbarUof  oar  Ii5erllea. 

1 1  and  pra;  tbat  tbe  bill  marpora. 

J  sratBfallr,_ 

PntidttU  atoTvin  OivH  BiillU  Aineialim. 

Thi«  instructivB  letter  ia  full  of  wise  warn- 
ing, to  which  we  cannot  be  indifferent  It  is 
tesiimony,  but  it  is  also  an  argument. 

The  tesliiDonT  lo  tbe  necessityof  this  meas- 
ure comes  not  only  from  Georgia,  but  even 
from  Pennsvlvania,  I  have  in  my  hands  an 
article  hy  Richard  T.  Greener,  the  principal 
of  the  colored  insiituto  at  Fhiladelpbia,  in 
which  he  vindicates  the  pending  bill.  I  sball 
read  but  a  brief  pBalage,  and  simply  in  reply 
lo  the  Senator  from  Maine,  on  tbe  question 
of  the  necessity  of  congressional  action.  Mr. 
Greener  is  no  unwonhy  representative  of  his 
race.  He  knowa  well  bow  to  vindicate  their 
rights.     Here  is  what  he  says : 

"  Not  three  woaks  a(a  the  Mnniltaa  which 
waited  on  the  Priaidaat  from  this  eltji,  in  bebair 


of  Kr.  BimxBB's  bill,  worerefnted  aoooiamodatlDiia 

at  tba  dernt  reilnumnl  in  Wmhington.  and  onlf 
•Dcccedcd  in  belns  Bniertained  bv  laalnioi  upon 

ainea  tho  aecratary  of  th->  Ainaric:in  Icaution  St 
Potl-BU-Priuoe.  Rev.  J.  Thaodots  Hollj,  with  his 
.iriond  ihraa  "hD.lren.  W8r0  rofused  a  «tale-room 
nine  batwsBD  New  Haven  and 


«  York  ei 

rhen  he  shows  the  necessity : 

~  ' 'mpeir,  indoraed  bj^tho 


-'  Should  Minliti 


1  Qaakcr  oi 


loan  Ideaa  of  common 


tcathsi  DOthioz  t 

■'Wewerennii. 

Ao  rcdraia,  r 


ballot. 


md  wo 


colored  writer  proceeds: 

1  awa]>  with  this  lanaaleaa 
ed  ID  rain,  and,  DOW  plalnl]> 

iruier  dari  beenuie  we  bad 

--  - lisfied. .  To-da7 - 

.    na  WB 

of  this 


risbt  which  pertaint  lo  anv' other  el 
counlrr.  NolhiDileBwillsallatviB. 
"From  tbe  Dcmoeiatic  party,  wbicl 
entl}  oppoied  us  from  emanOipBtion  lo  enl 
moDt.  WB  expect  and  aak  notbfnf.  Fromlh. .. 
Itcpablioana,  wbo  lollantbaTlaiotiooa  arai/ 
(ipoilB  Blnno.  wc  would  have  nolhinf:  but  fn 
honorable  Renubticant,  wbo  raallv  believe 
principle  of  tho  PBrtr.wa  demand  tba  pnat 
Senator  Bdunih'b  bill  oa  a  ttat  of  tho  ainaai 


■■Wo  b 


mard  ui 


T  the  deb 


Then  he  vindicates  the  pending  meaan re 
asks  for  a  two-thirds  vote: 
"ThainpplementarjbillonahttBpaaabr  a 


Jaaaon^whr.""'^  aSp"bli'c*«n  'Sontlo 
colored  Totea.  si  TO  IhririnSucnca  am 
Ibia  menaarB.  ItiBiBbt  be  well  for  tbei 
'.hat  nesroBB,  alout  with  loatinat,  I 


idarataod  the 


'  ttrribla 


And  now,  sir,  afier  ibese  brief  illustrations 
where  our  [:olored  fellow- citizens  have  spoken 
for  themselves,  showing  the  necessity  oflegis- 
lation  by  the  nation,  because  only  through  the 
nation  can  the  remedy  be  ipplied,  I  come  to 
the  precise  argument  of  the  Senator.  He  asks 
for  the  power.  Why,  sir,  the  Constitution  ia 
full  of  power;  it  tsoTermiiningwith  power.  I 
find  it  not  in  one  place  or  in  two  places  or  three 
places,  but  I  find  it  almost  evrrywhcre,  from 
the  preamble  to  tbe  last  line  of  the  last  amend- 
ment. I  find  it  in  the  original  text  and  oar 
recent  additions,  again  and  again.  I  find  it, 
still  furl  her,  in  that  great  rule  of  interpretation 
conquered  at  Appomattox,  which,  far  beyond 
theaurrenderof  Lee,  wBsofinfiniieimportance 
to  this  Republic.  I  say  a  new  rule  of  inter- 
prelaiion  lor  the  Constitutor,  according  to 
which,  in  eveij  clause  and  every  line  and 
'  it  is  lo  be  interpreted  uniformlj 
rights.     Before  Ihe  rebellion  iha 

.  _  precisely  opposite.     Tbe  Constltulioa 

was  interpreted  alwaya,  in  every  clause  and 
line  and  word,  fur  human  slavery.  Thank 
Qod,  it  is  all  changed  now.  There  is  another 
rule,  and  ihe  Constitution,  from  beginning  to 
end.  speaks  always  for  the  rights  of  man.  Tliat, 
sir,  is  the  new  rule.  That,  sir,  ia  the  great  vic- 
tory of  the  war,  for  in  that  are  consummated  all 
the  victories  of  many  bloody  fields;  not  one  vic- 
tory or  two,  but  the  whole— Qaming  in  those 
priuciples  of  Liberty  and  Equality  which  are 
now  the  beat  part  of  the  Constitution. 

My  excellent  friend  from  Maine  tskes  no 
notice  of  all  ibis.  He  goes  back  for  his  rule 
to  those  unhappy  dayj  before  the  war.  Ha 
makes  that  syaiem  ot  interpretation,  born  of 
slavery,  his  guide.  With  such  a  guide  bow 
can  he  arrive  at  auycoticluuon  olberwise  than 
alien  to  baman  rights?    Ha  queationa  eveijr- 
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thing ;  denies  everything.  He  finds  no  power 
for  anything  unless  it  be  distinctly  written  in 
positive  and  precise  words.  He  cannot  read 
between  the  lines ;  he  cannot  apply  a  generous 
princi{)le  which  will  coordinate  everything 
there  in  harmony  with  the  Declaration  or 
Independence. 

When  .1  allude  to  the  Declaration  I  know 
well  the  way  with  which  such  an  allasion  is 
received  on  this  floor.  I  have  lived  through  a 
period  of  history,  and  do  not  forget  that  I 
here  heard  that  great  title-deed  arraigned  as 
a  "self-evident  lie.**  There  are  Senators 
now  who,  while  hesitating  to  adopt  that  vulgar 
extravagance  of  dissent,  are  willing  to  trifle 
with  it  as  a  rule  of  interpretation.  I  am  not 
frightened.  Sir,  I  insist  that  the  Constitution 
must  be  interpreted  by  the  Declaration.  I 
insist  that  the  Declaration  is  of  equal  and 
coordinate  authority  with  the  Constitution 
itself.  I  know,  sir,  the  ground  on  which  I 
stand.  I  need  no  volume  of  law,  no  dog- 
eared book,  no  oases  to  sustain  me.  Every 
lawyer  is  familiar  with  the  great  fundamental 
beginning  of  the  British  constitution.  Magna 
Charia,  But  what  \s  Magna  Chariaf  Sim- 
ply certain  concessions  wrung  by  barons  oT 
England  from  an  unwilling  monarch  ;  not 
an  act  of  Parliament,  nothing  constitutional, 
in  our  sense  of  the  term ;  simt)]v  a  declaration 
of  rights;  and  such,  sir,  was  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  And  now,  sir,  I  am  prepared 
to  insist  that^  whenever  you  are  considering 
the  Constitution,  so  far  as  it  concerns  human 
rights,  you  must  bring  it  always  to  that  great 
touch-stone;  the  two  must  go  together,  and 
the  Constilution  can  never  be  interpreted  in 
any  way  inconsistent  with  the  Declaration. 
Show  me  any  words  in  the  Constitution  appli- 
cable to  human  rights,  and  I  invoke  at  once  the 
great  truths  of  the  Declaration  as  the  abso- 
lute guide  in  determining  their  meaning.  Is 
it  a  question  of  power?  Then  must  every 
word  in  the  Constitution  be  interpreted  so  that 
Liberty  and  Equality  do  not  fail. 

My  excellent  friend  from  Maine  takes  no 
notice  of  this.  He  goes  back  to  the  early  days 
when  the  Declaration  was  denounced  as  "  a 
self-evident  lie,*'  and  the  Constitution  was 
interpreted  always  in  the  interest  of  slavery. 
Sir,  I  object  to  this  rule.  I  protest  against  it 
with  all  my  mind  and  heart  and  soul.  I  insist 
that  just  the  opposite  must  prevail,  and  I  start 
in  the  argument  with  this  assumption.  I  shall 
not  make  a  long  argument,  for  the  case  does 
not  require  it.  I  desire  to  be  brief.  You 
know  the  amendment,  being  article  thirteen : 

*'  Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  aer- 
Yltude.  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  phall  exist 
within  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to 
their  jurisdiction. 

"Sec  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this 
article  by  appropriate  legislation." 

Here  is  an  amendment  abolishing  slavery. 
Does  it  abolish  slavery  half,  three  quarters,  or 
wholly  ?  Here  I  know  no  half,  no  three  quar- 
ters ;  I  know  nothing  but  the  whole.  And  1  say 
the  article  abolishes  slavery  entirely,  every- 
where throughout  this  country.  It  abolishes  it 
root  and  branch.  It  abolishes  it  in  the  general 
and  the  particular.  It  abolishes  it  in  length  and 
breadth  and  then  in  every  detail.  Am  I  wrong  ? 
Any  other  interpretation  belittles  the  great 
amendment  and  allows  slavery  still  to  linger 
among  us  in  some  of  its  insufferable  preten- 
sions. Sir,  I  insist  upon  thorough  work.  When 
I  voted  for  that  article  I  meant  what  it  said, 
that  slavery  should  cease  absolutely,  entirely, 
and  completely.  But,  sir.  Congress  has  already 
given  its  testimonv  as  to  the  true  meaning  ot 
this  article.  Shortlyafteritsadoption,  it  passed 
what  is  known  as  the  civil  rights  law,  by  which 
the  courts  of  justice  throughout  this  country, 
State  as  well  as  national,  were  opened  to  col* 
ored  persons,  and  they  were  authorized  not 
only  to  sue  and  be  sued,  but  also  to  testify,  an 
important  right  which  had  been  denied  most 
cruelly  even  in  many  of  the  northern  States, 
making  the  intervention  of  the  nation  neces- 


sary, precisely  as  it  is  necessary  now.  That 
law  was  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
vetoed  by  the  President,  and  passed  then  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  over  the  veto  of  the  President ; 
and  all  done  in  pursuance  of  this  power. 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  e&forco  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation." 

Remark,  if  you  please^  the  energy  of  that 

expression  ;  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  call 

attention  to  it.     It  is  a  departure  from  the  old 

language  of  the  Constitution. 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  foregoing  powers." 

It  is  stronger,  it  is  more  energetic: 

**  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  "— 

Mark,  sir,  the  vivacity  of  the  word — 

"to  en/oree  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation.'' 

The  whole  field  of  apt  legislation  is  open 
to  be  employed  by  Congress  in  enforcing  abo- 
lition. Congress  entered  upon  that  field  and 
passed  the  civil  rights  act«.  And  who  among 
us  now,  unless  it  be  one  of  my  friends  on  the 
other  side,  who  questions  the  constitutionality 
of  that  act?  Does  any  one  ?  Does  any  one 
doubt  it?  Does  any  one  throw  any  suspicion 
upon  it?  Would  any  one  have  it  dropped 
from  our  statute-book  on.  any  ground  of  doubt 
or  hesitation  ?  If  there  is  any  Senator  in  this 
category,  I  know  him  not.  I  really  should 
like  to  have  him  declare  himself.  I  will  cheer- 
fully yield  the  floor  to  any  one  who  is  willing 
to  declare  his  doubts  of  the  constitutionality, 
of  the  civil  rights  act.  [After  waiting  a  mo- 
ment.] Sir,  there  is  no  Senator  who  doubts  it. 

Now,  how  can  any  Senator,  recognizing  the 
constitutionality  of  the  civil  rights. act,  doubt 
the  supplementary  measuce  introduced  by  me  ? 
Each  stands  on  the  same  bottom.  If  you  doubt 
oue^  you  must  doubt  the  other.  If  you  go 
agamst  my  amendment,  your  next  move  should 
be  to  repeal  the  existing  civil  rights  act  as 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution.  Why  does 
not  my  excellent  friend  from  Maine  bring 
forward  his  bill?  Why  does  he  not  invite  the 
Senate  to  commence  the  work  of  destruction, 
to  tear  down  that  great  remedial  statute  7  Why 
is  he  silent.  Why  does  he  hang  back,  and 
direct  all  his  energies  against  the  supplement- 
ary measure,  which  depends  absolutely  upon 
the  same  constitutional  power?  If  he  is  in 
earnest  against  the  pending  amendment,  he 
must  show  the  same  earnestness  against  the 
original  act.    * 

When  I  assert  that  Congress  has  ample 
power  over  this  question  I  rely  upon  a  well- 
known  text  often  cited  in  this  Chamber, 
often  cited  in  our  courts — the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  pronounced  by  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  in  the  case  of  McCulloch  tjs.  State 
of  Maryland,  from  which  I  will  read  a  brief 
paragraph : 

"*Bat  the  argument  on  which  most  reliance  is 
placed  is  drawn  from  the  peculiar  language  of  this 
clause.  Congress  is  not  empowered  by  it  to  make 
all  laws  which  may  have  relation  to  the  powers 
conferred  on  tho  Government,  but  such  only  as  may 
be  *  nece8$arvand  proper*  for  carrying  them  into 
execution.  The  word  *nece9»arv'  is  considered  as 
controlling  the  whole  sentence,  and  as  limiting  the 
right  to  pass  laws  for  the  execution  of  the  granted 
powers  to  such  as  are  indispensable,  and  wlitMut 
which  the  power  would  be  nugatory,  that  it  excludes 
the  choice  of  means,  and  leaves  to  Congress,  in  each 
case,  that  only  which  is  most  direct  and  simple." 

These  words  show  how  the  case  was  pre- 
sented to  the  court.  Here  is  the  statement 
of  John  Marshall: 

**  We  admit,  as  all  must  admit,  that  the  powers  of 
the  Government  are  limited,  and  that  it*  limits  are 
not  to  be  transcended.  But  we  think  the  sound 
construction  of  the  Constitution  must  allow  to  tho 
national  Legislature  that  discretion  with  respect  to 
the  means  by  which  the  powers  it  confers  are  to 
be  carried  into  execution,  which  will  enable  that 
body  to  perform  the  high  duties  assigned  to  it  in 
the  manner  most  beneficial  to  the  people.  Let 
the  end  be  legitimate,  let  it  be  within  the  scope 
of  the  Constitution,  and  all  means  which  are  ap- 
propriate, which  are  plainly  adapted  to  that  end, 
which  are  not  j)rohibiied,  but  consistent  with  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  tho  Constitution,  are  coustitu- 
tioual."— 4  Wheaton*e  JieporU,  pages  413,  421. 

In  other  words,  the  Supreme  Court  will 
not  undertake  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  means 


employed  by  Congress  in  carrying  out  apoie 
which  exists  in  the  Constitution.  Nov  tk 
power  plainly  exists  in  the  Consiitutioojitts 
to  abolish  slavery,  and  it  is  for  Congress  io  id 
discretion  *to  select  the  means.  Already  i; 
selected  the  civil  rights  law  as  the  first  meau 
for  enforcing  the  abolition  of  slavery.  1  aik 
it  to  select  the  supplementary  bill  now  pend- 
ing as  other  means  to  enforce  that  at>oIittOQ. 
One  of  the  letters  that  I  have  read  to  dijfroo 
a  leading  colored  citizen  of  Georgia  said: 
**  When  that  becomes  a  law  the  freedom  of 
my  race  will  then  be  complete.'*  Itisnoteofi- 
plete  until  then,  and  therefore,  in  secariogtbt 
freedom,  in  other  words  in  enforcing  the  con- 
stitutional amendment.  Congress  is  compietdf 
authorized  to  pass  the  oill  which  I  hare  felt  it 
my  duty  to  introduce  and  which  is  now  mored 
on  the  amnesty  bill. 

I  might  proceed  with  this  argument.  Bat 
details  would  take  time,  and  I  think  they  in 
entirely  needless.  The  cAse  is  too  strong.  It 
needs  no  further  argument.  You  btve  the 
positive  grant  of  power.  You  have  alretdj 
one  instance  of  its  execution,  and  yoa  have 
the  solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  deolaring  that  it  is  in  tk 
discretion  of  Congress  to  seleot  the  means  bj 
which  to  enforce  the  powers  granted.  Hov, 
sir,  can  you  answer  this  conclusion  ?  How  can 
my  excellent  friend  answer  it  ? 

Were  I  not  profoundly  couvinoed  that  the 
conclusion  founded  on  the  thirteenth  so^nd* 
ment  was  unanswerable,  so  as  to  make  farth^ 
discussion  surplusage,  I  should  take  ap  the 
fourteenth  amendment  and  show  howj  m  the 
first  place,  we  have  there  the  defioitionof  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  then  io  the 
second  place,  an  inhibition  upon  tbe3tatet,  so 
that  they  cannot  make  or  enforce  any  lav  whieh 
shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
citizens  ot  the  United  States ;  nor  deny  to  anj 
person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  eyitX  protec- 
tion of  the  laws.  And  here  again  Congress 
is  empowered  to  enforce  these  proviiiooi  bj 
approoriate  legislation.  Sorely,  if  there  vere 
any  doubt  in  the  thirteenth  amendmeott  as 
there  is  not,  it  would  be  all  removed  by  this 
supplementary  amendment.  Here  is  the  defin- 
ition of  citizenship,  and  the  right  to  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws,  in  other  words,  citizen- 
ship and  equality,  both  placed  under  the  laie- 
guard  of  the  nation.  Whatever  will  fortify 
Uiese  is  within  the  power  of  Congress,  by  ex 
press  grant.  But  if  these  are  interpreted  bj 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  1  ioli8^ 
the  conclusion  is  still  more  irresiitiblt. 

But  I  have  not  done  with  my  friend.  I  »oi 
going  to  hand  him  over  to  be  answered  by  one 
of  his  colored  fellow-citizens  who  has  no  privi- 
lege on  this  floor.  I  put  George  T.  Downing 
face  to  face  with  my  excellent  friend,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine.  The  Senator  will  find  his 
argument  in  one  of  the  papers  of  the  day.  1 
shall  only  read  enough  to  show  that  be  under- 
stands the  question,  even  constitotionally: 

"But  I  com©  directly," says  he.  "to  'misconcep- 
tion '—to  thwarting  justice.    The  8«Dator"'' 

Referring  to  the  Senator  from  Maine— 
''opposes  Senator  Sumkeb's  amendment:  hesayiH 
*  invokes  an  implicatioa  of  some  principle  or  pro- 
vision of  the  CoQstitutioQ  somewhcro,  or  an  inipn- 
cation  arising  from  the  general  fitness  of  iniop.lM- 
sibly.  to  enable  it  to  invade  tho  domleiUaiy  mats 
of  the  citisens  of  a  State' " 

These  were  the  precise  words  of  ^^®.^°,* 
ator ;  I  remember  them  well ;  I  was  astonish^ 
at  them.  1  could  not  understand  under  *nat 
delusion,  hallucination,  or  strange  t^nu^/^"!'^ 
the  Senaior  was  led  into  such  an  kleathatiD 
this  bill  there  is  any  suggestion  of  invading  tii^ 
domiciliary  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  Slates. 
Why,  sir,  the  Senator  has  misread  tbe  bill<  i 
will  not  say  he  has  not  read  it.  He  certai»j// 
has  misread  it,  and  now  let  oar  colored  feiloV' 
citizen  answer  him : 

*'  I  do  not  speak  unadvisedly  when  I  declare  tjaj 
no  8uch  end  is  desired  by  a  sinrlo  intelligent  ooiorw 
man ;  no  such  design  can  be  gleaned  from  ^^y,rzZ 
ever  spoken  by  Ohables  Somvibc  ^f'^r^^ 
cannot  by  any  reasonable  stretch  ox  tacunacu*"''^ 
be  open  to  the  ImpUcatien." 
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Not  D  Senator,  not  b  lawyer  sajs  thai  \  ii  is 
Otilj  one  of  oar  colorsd  rellow-citizeos  whom 
the  Senator  trom  Maine  would  see  abut  out  of 
the  cars,  ahnt  onl  of  tbe  hotels, 'bia  children 
Bbut  oat  from  acboola,  ftnd  himaeff  abut  ooc 
from  churcbeB,  while  the  Sonatoi  would  do 
uothinK  becaoie  Coogresa  ia  powerleael  Out 
colored  fellow-citizen  prooeede: 

"Ths  amendment  Myslbiit  all  aKItSDi,  irhitsand 
blBok.  ax*  entitlitd  to  tne  hiuiJ  and  i m partial  en jor- 

keeticra.  by  iiosntad  thcnter!,  b;  mHUBgen'  at  com- 

autboriied  by  Ihh.  bona  any  of  Ihe  >ain«  ioTada 
tba  domiciliary  rights  of  Bcitliea  Id  an;  Sute?" 

lliat  is  not  mj'  language,  air ;  it  is  Mr. 
Dowiiing'a  language. 

"  Could. anr  mao,  wbits  or  bluk,  clnim  a  riitat  of 

blest,  tbe  weakart  cltiian  of  tb«  Btsta  ot  Uaide  by 
Tlrlneof  Hr.  Souma'a  taDndmeot  when  it  iball 

domicile  1«  his  own  cutle;  no  one,  with  avenkiotrly 
pretenilona  dare  torse  himxniroTer  its  threghold. 

fla?rTe''ra,aaSing''th8*?p"'cial°pr'o"clion  " faw,"?" 
•t^ihroach  iunctlononlhHplcaand  forlba  beneflt 
of  thajmblioiood,  hi '- 


y"tiiblf"l?e'aijil  Stiiii'"l!/?uinl 


baly  pi 


e  colored  people,  ia 


In  too  maDToasei  byaayaueh  Isvcliiig  proceia." 
It  ia  difficult  to  aoawer  that.     The  writer 

"I  bare  tbe  MtlmoDT  of  Senator  Morbill.  tbii 


■tiutlenal  rl(bt,  for  we  b 


a  bit  dealaration  ti 


ffarl 


— i  a  apeedy ._. 

arnat  and  aiamination  of  perioiu  eharvad  with  a 

diaraurdof  thaianiB."  (S>*  proooediao  otSeaate, 
Aprif,  lB6a.) 

i  haiB  Dot  verified  tliia  reference  I  I  read  it 
as  I  gild  it  here.  The  Senator  will  know 
whether  be  has  heretofore  employed  euch  gen- 
erous lauguage  in  jast  coufocmity  with  tbe 
Constitotioii.  Ateuminsnow  that  the  Senator 
Iifis  uaed  this  language,  I  think,  as  a  Uwjer, 
he  will  feel  that  Mr.  Downing  baa  the  better  ot 
him.  I  ask  my  friend  to  listen,  andperbapihe 
will  confess.     The  writer  proceeda  ; 

"Cr  equality  before  ibe  law  be  a  aonititational 
tiKbUns  lesiiGeil  to  bv  Mr.  MoHiiiLi..  and  if  it  bo 
the  duty  of  the  Pederol  eouru  to  protect  the  nme. 
a* li* further  affirmi,  »  not  all  ooneeded  u  to  the 
Tight  Dl  Uongiai*  to  act  ia  theouis  in  qui:iiliua  xben 
it  is  ibown  tbat  the  public  ion,  the  public  ichaol. 
lh<  comnon  carrier  are  necessary  Inaiituilont  under 
the  control  of  law.wheratqualit;  witbout  rsiard  to 


Again  I  eq;,  ihia  ia  not  the  argomeDt  of  a 
Senator,  uor  of  a  lawyer,  bnt  ouij  of  one  of 
those  colored  rellowcitizeua  that  mj  frieod 
weald  tbtow  overboard — 

"for  initanea,  tfaat  artiol*  which  aaya  'the  judioial 
poirer  abnll  extend  lo  all  eases  in  law  end  equity 
■HtmR  under  the  Conslitutlon. '  If  equality  before 
theliii>be.agMr.HoRR!i.Lhudeolartd.n  constitu- 
tional Ti(hL,  the  judicial  noirer  of  tbe  United  Slat  el 


lie«e« 


I  of  c 


SUtn.' 

Tbe  writer  then  proceeda.  He  ia  not  con- 
lent  with  ono  clauac  of  tbe  Constimtion : 

"Another  aeetion  aayi  'no  Stale  ahall  make  or 
eLft-rceaoj-law  wbiahnball  nbridte  iho  pririlcBea 
or  imnunitiea  of  ciliiens  of  the  United  States.' 


1   Urii 


Judve  of 
theiete. 

Then  again : 

"Annlber  urotlon  tars  '  tbe  Conalilutton  and  Ihe 
laws  of  the  Uuitcd  Sfktep,  which  aiiall  be  made  in 
Tiannancc  thereof.  >U!>1]  be  tbe  >upreme  Ian  of  (lie 

power  to  make  all  lawa  wbjoh  aball  be  neeesaarr 


ind  proper  for  enrrylnR  Into  execution  the  powan 
nveoted  bj  the  Constitutioa  iu  the  Quirernment  of 
±e  United  fjtatci.-    Will  it  be  iniJ  Ibnt  the  p>owor 


raced, he  say*.  * 


aradmititbattbereia  a  oonititatlenal 


jrof 'right  a"" 


During  aqnalitr  before  tbe  law  in  pnblio  matteri. 
It  tbii  ballot  ia  tbe  whiio  man's  band,  from  Ibo 
mmeacementoftbeaoTBranientuntil  to-dsT.  has 
it  enabled  him  to  do  it.  and  I  oanaotcoueelveof 


1  effect 


mod  oi." 


ro  fatored 


arguin 


That,  sir,  is  the  reply  of  a  colored  fellow- 
citizen  10  the  epeech  of  m^  excellent  friend.  I 
ask  Senatora  lo  sit  in  judgment  between  the 
speech  and  the  reply.  I  aak  if  my  excellent 
friend  it  not  completely  answered  by  QeorgeT. 
Downing?  If  Mr.  Downing  has  been  able 
to  do  this,  it  is  because  of  the  Innate  strength 
of  his  own  caase  and  the  weakness  of  that 
eapouaed  by  tho  Senator.  Mr.  Downing  placed 
himself  on  ihe  tezla  of  the  Constitution  and 
interpreted  then  liberally,  jostly,  for  the  rights 
of  his  race.  The  Senator  from  Maine  placed 
himself  on  those  same  texts,  hut  surrendered  lo 
that  malignant  ioterpretation  which  prevailed 
before  the  war  and  helped  precipitate  the  re- 
bellion. The  Senator  made  a  Democratic 
be  snatched  hia  reeaonalVoni  those 
es  with  which  in  other  days  we  were 
so  laintiiar  in  Ihia  Gbamber. 

Mow,  sir,  I  ask  yon  is  not  the  constilnlion- 
ality  of  Ibis  measure  vindicated?  Does  any 
one  really  dooht  its  consiitnlionality?  Can 
any  one  show  areaaon  againstit?  Sir,  it  is  as 
eonatitutional  aa  tbe  Constitution  itself.  You 
may  arraign  that  great  charter  ]  yon  may  call 
it  in  doubt;  you  may  say  that  it  is  imperfect, 
that  it  ia  wrong;  bnt  I  thank  Ood  it  exists  to  be 
our  guide  and  master,  so  that  even  my  excellent 
friend,  the  able  and  ingenious Senntor,  drawing 
inspiration  from  ante  btUutit  arguments,  when 
Slate  Kights  were  the  constant  cry,  and  from 
Democratic  apceches  in  other  days,  cannot 
overlurn  it.  The  Conslitution  still  lives,  and 
as  long  as  it  lives,  it  mual  be  interpreted  bj 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  advance 
human  rights. 

This  ia  my  answer  to  ibe  Senator  on  the 
quesljon  of  power  to  which  he  invited  alien- 
tion.  I  have  spoken  frankly,  bat  1  hope  not 
□nkiodly;  but  on  this  question  I  must  be 
plain  and  open.     Bat  ihia  ia  not  all. 

tjir,  there  is  a  new  power  in  our  country. 
I  have  alluded  lo  a  new  rule  of  tmerpreta- 
lion  ;  1  allude  now  to  a  new  power  ;  it  is  the 
colored  people  of  the  Doited  Statea  counted 
by  the  million  ;  a  new  power  with  votes,  and 
they  now  insist  upon  their  rigfata.  They 
appear  before  you  in  innumerable  petitions, 
in  comtnuni cations,  in  lotteta,  ail  praying  for 
their  rights.  They  appeal  lo  you  in  the  name 
of  ibe  Conaritution  which  is  for  them  a  safe- 
guard ;  in  the  name  of  that  great  victory  over 
the  rebellion  throjgh  which  peace  waa  sealed  ; 
and  (hey  remind  you  that  Ihty  mean  to  follow 
up  their  appeal  nt  ihe  ballol-liox.  I  have  here 
an  Brticlf^  in  the  last  New  National  Era,  of 
Wasbinalon,  a  jrinrnal  edited  by  coion>d  per- 
sons— Frederick  Douglnss  is  Ihe  disiinfiuiiibed 
editor — and  known  to  be  devoted  lo  the  pres- 
ent AdminiatratioD.      What  does  it  say  1 

"  Hare,  than,  is  a  neanue  ioat  and  Daseasarr,  lb* 


Govornment  Ji  founded,  and  ithicb  distinBuisb  it 


u  tbeSoulh  who 
iaan  attempt  to 
en  of  tbe  South 


p]  lel  assured  that  they  ate  notto  be  foroed 

in.w  -  — ok  aeat  and  that  trallora  are  not  to  be 

exalted." 

Is  not  that  natural  7  If  you,  air,  wero  a 
colored  citizen,  would  you  not  write  so  also? 
Would  you  not  insisl  that  you  should  doubt 
any  political  party  pretending  to  be  your 
frieod  that  failed  in  this  great  exigency?  X 
know  you  would.  I  koow  Utat^ou. would  tako 
your  vole  in  your  hand  and  insist  upon  luing 

This  ia  not  the  only  testimony.  Hera  ia 
anoiber  letter  which  oatoe  this  morning  signed 
by  "an  enfranchised  Republican,"  dated  at 
WH8biDgton,and  published  in  the  New  York 
Tribune.     It  is  entitled  "President Grant  and 


the  colored  people. 

Tho  writer  avows  him- 

Bolf  in 

favor  of  the 

renominalion  of  General 

Graol, 

and  then  aays : 

■■Amo 

ng  the  colored 

people  of  tbo  South  the  im- 

he  boi  discriminated  wainst 

thom'fi 

'itrie'tly'nnt'i 

.\-S".7K'«S 

"M 

heyandttaoirfrieadawereeul- 

:'[  to  fate  and  tbo  meccUees  lyiuiiathy  of  the 

^a^^' 

ngKuEluio 

beeu  had  they  all  been  white." 

He  then  proceed 

■'The 

PrcBidenfsn 

forlnnole  reply  lo  (ha  colored 
f  waited  on  him  will  not  tend 
ie found  time  to  examine  tbe 

to  alia] 

on  which  Ute 

that  lee  ling, 
tion  aod  the 

CuB-tLl 

aws  in  tbo  inlerelt  of  rebels: 

hendm 

Islhntbehas 

not  done  ao  in  the  intere.ilof 

Iheloy 

1  colored  cilii 

en;  be  boa  doubts  >a  to  tbe 

right  to 

ful  ly  proteot 

hiin  bvaolloD  of  Congress  in 

hiacini 

rights;  in  th 

•  a& '•.;.•  x-sSdi.';!; 

rtrarelerin 

fhe^po.; 

colored  man 

with  no  Breillge,  with  but  a 

limllad 

influeaca  to  e 

ontend  egainet  fearful  odda. 

wenltby 

uni-eiiiiliiig prejudice:  nith- 

"nVta'nc 

ja|l  »^_.P''^h 

■KEx's  eupplementary    einll 

rights  b 

"If  the  Prctident  hopes  lo  have  the  vote  of  the 

Coli.rrd 

^.e.,plc,  who  d 

influon 

that  is   unyielding  for  tbe 

right,  ti 

e  Webster  and  Se»ard.  Iu» 

ts,rs 

sSiy 

ding  Iho  voluo  of  a  conaerv- 

He 

next  calls  a 

tomion  to  an    important 

polilic 

I  fact; 

"The 

nto  conre ratio 

n  of  Ibecolored  people  oflhe 

South  n 

lion  refU^e-l  tocommit  Ifcit 

Id'entlUea^ 

date.    If  a  Republioan  Con- 

tteuw 

re  to  vam  the 

pass  tb 

.uppicoicntn 

y  elvil  rights  bill,  tbo  parly 

ODuld  n 

t  calculate  on 

the  colored  vote:  for  In  that 

rewlJI  aoqaHtionabI/  be  a  new  political 

optable  to  tbe  oolorod  mao 

Ibiin  tb 

Aod  he  conclude 

.■■Iba 

b'een'th 

.t_the  time  'baa  come  for  an  outspoken  ex- 

Now,  air,  in  these  instances  yon  see  a  slight 
portraiture  of  a  new  power  in  ihe  land,  a  polit- 
ical power  wbieb  may  lurn  ihe  balance  at  any 
election,  at  a  presidential  elFClion  even,  at  a 
Slate  election.  Take  for  inatanoe  Pcnnaylva- 
nia.  There  are  colored  voters  in  that  8tate 
far  mori!  than  enough  tn  lorn  Ihe  soale  one 
way  or  the  other  as  they  Incline  t  and  those 


his  place  and  gravely  tells  them  that 
itiey  are  all  niisiaken,  that  Congress  has  no 
power  to  give  tbem  a  remedy,  and  he  deals 
out  for  Iheir  cotDfort  an  ancient  Democratic 

(lir.  I  trast  that  Gongreaa  will  &nd  that  It 
baa  the  power.  Due  thing  1  know  ;  if  it  has 
th«  powsT  lo  amneilj  rebela  it  bM  U«  power 
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to  do  jastice  to  colored  fellow-citizens.  The 
latter  is  much  clearer  than  the  former.  I  do 
not  question  the  former ;  but  I  say  to  my  excel- 
lent friend  from  Maine  that  the  power  to 
remove  the  disabilities  of  our  colored  fellow- 
citizens  is,  if  possible,  stronger,  clearer,  and 
more  transcendant  than  the  other.  Unques- 
tionably it  is  a  power  of  higher  necessity  and 
dignity.  The  power  to  do  justice  leaps  forth 
from  every  clause  of  the  Constitution  ;  it  stands 
on  every  word  of  its  text;  it  is  the  inspiration 
of  the  whole  charter. 

Mr.  President,  I  did  not  intend  to  say  so 
much.  I  rose  to-day  merely  to  enable  the 
absent  to  speak,  that  colored  fellow-citizens, 
whose  own  Senators,  as  they  thought,  had 
failed  them,  might  be  heard  through  their 
written  word.  I  did  not  intend  to  add  any- 
thing of  my  own,  but  the  subject  is  to  me  of 
such  incalculable  interest,  and  its  right  settle- 
ment is  so  essential  to  the  peace  of  this  coun- 
try, to  its  good  name,  to  that  reconciliation 
which  we  are  all  seeking,  that  I  could  not 
resist  the  temptation  of  making  this  further 
appeal. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Mr.  President, 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  while  assum- 
ing to  reply  to  a  speech  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  the  Senate  the  other  day  upon 
the  constitutional  power  of  Coneress  to  enact 
into  a  law  an  amendment  offered  by  that  Sen- 
ator to  the  pending  bill,  has  in  the  closing  part 
of  his  speech  assumed  a  tone  and  indulged  in 
assumptions  which  if  I  were  at  all  sensitive  I 
should  say  were  extremely  offensive.  When 
that  Senator  finds  no  better  argument  for  his 
proposition  and  no  better  means  at  hand  to 
answer  an  argument,  as  I  thought  candidly, 
I  am  certain  sincerely,  addressed  to  the  judg- 
ment and  sense  of  this  Senate  upon  the  exer- 
cise of  their  powers  under  the  Constitution, 
than  to  tell  the  Senate  that  I  have  made  it  up 
out  of  ante-billum  Democratic  speeches,  he 
will  hardly  expect  that  I  will  admii  that  he 
has  answered  my  argument,  however  I  may 
fail  to  excuse  him  for  the  employment  of 
such  language  in  the  Senate  as  applicable  to 
myself. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  must  say  that  the 
course  of  the  honorable  Senator  upon  this  bill 
of  his  has  been  exceptional  from  the  beginning. 
This  bill  is  not  to  be  carried,  so  far  as  that 
Senator  is  concerned,  on  argument.  From 
the  beginning  he  has  not  addressed  argument 
to  the  sense  and  judgment  of  the  Senate,  nor 
does  he  do  it  to  day.  He  brought  in  a  bill  on 
this  subject  which  he  had  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  knows  that 
that  committee  were  unanimously  opposed 
to  his  bill,  and  upon  the  very  ground  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Senate,  on 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  authority  in  the 
Constitution  to  pass  it.  That  has  no  effect  at 
all  upon  the  Senator.  He  does  not  defer  to 
the  judgment  of  that  committee,  although  it  is 
the  legal  organ  of  the  Senate,  nor  does  it  make 
the  slightest  impression  upon  his  judgment, 
certainly  none  upon  his  purposes.  How  does 
he  answerthat?  On  a  former  occasion  he  read 
for  a  whole  day,  during  an  entire  session  of 
the  Senate,  letters  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try from  colored  people  to  show — what?  To 
enlighten  us  upon  our  duties  here?  No,  sir; 
to  make  an  impression  upon  certain  Senators 
in  certain  parts  of  this  countrv  whp  have  a 
colored  constituency ;  to  apply  the  lash  to  Sei>- 
ators  here ;  instead  of  convincing  their  judg- 
ment, to  menace  them  with  a  new  power  that 
the  honorable  Senator  tells  you  in  closing  has 
sprung  up  in  the  country.  That  is  the  prop- 
osition. No  longer,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  appealed  to 
on  its  judgment  and  its  legal  sense  when  a 
great  constitutional  question  is  before  us,  but 
we  are  to  be  told  by  tlio  honorable  Senator 
that  a  new  power  has  sprung  up  in  this  country 
by  which  bills  are  to  be  forced  through  the 
Senate.    Is  not  that  so  ? 

Rising  here  to-day,  as  he  said,  to  answer  my 


argument,  how  has  he  answered  it?  He  has 
had  the  grace  to  bring  an  argument  here  from 
a  Mr.  Downing,  a  colored  citizen,  a  reputa- 
ble gentleman,  no  doubt ;  I  have  not  the  pleas- 
ure of  his  acquaintance;  but  it  is  none  the 
less  of  an  argument  that  it  comes  from  a 
colored  citizen ;  but  is  it  an  argument  at  ail? 
Will  that  Senator  say  that  that  is  an  argu- 
ment? When  Mr.  Downing  quotes  from  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  State^that  it  is  a 
duty  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government 
to  the  States,  will  that  Senator  say  that  that 
justifies  his  bill?  Why  does  he  not  say  it  if 
ne  means  it?  I  challenged  the  Senator  when 
he  began  to  put  his  finger  on  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  justified  this ;  and  ho  brings 
in  Mr.  Downing  to  say  that  it  comes  from  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  requires  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  guar- 
anty republican  institutions!  Is  there  a  lawyer 
in  the  land  who  believes  that  any  such  power 
can  be  drawn  from  that  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution ?  Does  the  Senator  himself  believe 
it?  He  certainly  has  not  said  it;  and  I  have 
no  reason  at  all,  therefore,  to  believe  that  he 
thinks  so ;  but  he  brings  in  Mr.  Downing  to 
say  so,  and  with  an  air  of  triumph  calls  upon 
me  to  answer,  and  calls  upon  the  country  to  see 
how  I  am  overthrown  by  Mr.  Downing,  *^a* 
colored  fellow-citizen !'' 

Now  let  us  attend  a  moment  to  the  honor- 
able Senator's  argument,  for  he  did  state  one 
or  two  positions  himself.  He  began  by  saying 
that  the  Constitution  was  full  of  power,  run- 
ning over  with  power.  Well,  what  is  his  first 
proposition?  Why,  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  is  necessarily  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  he  insisted  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  should  be  interpreted  by  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator mean  that? 

Mr.  SUMNER.    I  do. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Then  I  have 
pretty  much  done  arguing  with  the  Senator. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  think  you  have. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  is  an  influence,  as  I 
said  the  other  day,  nobody  questions ;  but  that 
it  is  a  power  in  the  Constitution,  and  ought  to 
be  treated  as  a  provision  in  the  Constitution 
and  as  a  substantive  power,  I  did  not  suppose 
there  was  a  boy  anvwhere  in  the  land,  who  had 
ever  seen  or  heard  of  a  taw  book,  that  could 
believe  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     My  friend  will  remember 
that  I  did  not  say  the  Declaration  of  Iilde 
pendence  was  a  substantive  power.     I  said  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  all  its 
powers  must  be  interpreted  by  the  Declaration. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator 
said  that  the  Declaration  was  as  much  an 
authority  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well ;  that  I  do  say, 
certainlv,  and  a  little  more. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Authority  for 
what?  That  is  the  question.  Is  it  an  author- 
ity by  which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
can  legislate?  That  is  the  question.  Is  it  a 
substantive  power?  If  it  is  not,  whatever  you 
may  think  oi  it,  it  is  no  justification  at  all  for 
this  bill. 

Now  what  is  the  next  proposition  of  the 
honorable  Senator  ?  Finding  the  Constitution 
full  of  power,  he  begins  with  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  outside  of  it  of  course,  and 
what  is  the  next?  The  next  proposition  is 
that  we  have  got  a  new  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution.  At  the  surrender,  he  says,  at 
the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  there  came  a 
new  interpretation  of  the  Constitution.  Where  ? 
Whereby?  How?  He  does  not  tell  us;  but 
he  assumes  that  to  be  so,  and  in  language  lofiy 
and  sufficiently  authoritative,  one  would  think, 
the  honorable  Senator  declares  that,  as  a  fact, 
we  have  a  new  interpretation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.    New,  indeed,  so  far  as  the  introduction 


of  new  provisions  into  the  Constitotion  tseoo- 
cerned;  but  I  deny  that  in  any  other  sense 
whatever  there  is  a  new  interpretation  to  be 

Sut  upon  the  Constitution.  It  is  no  sach  thing. 
for  does  tile  honorable  Senator  give  yoa  the 
slightest  light  on  that  subject  why  it  is;  he 
simply  contents  himself  with  averting  ilwtit 
is  so ;  and  therefore  being  a  new  interpretatioa 
of  the  Constitution,  you  can  do  precisely  what 
you  please.  In  other  words,  there  is  oolinut- 
ation  upon  your  power. 

So  much  for  the  next  proposition  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator ;  but  he  went  still  further,  aiui 
what  is  his  third  proposition?  The  third 
proposition  is  that  he  finds  ample  authority 
under  the. thirteenth  amendment.  If  he  does, 
he  finds  what  no  one  else  ever  found  before; 
and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
is  utterly  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that  the  civil 
rights  bill  was  drawn  from  the  thirteenth  amend- 
ment at  all.  I  said  the  other  day,  and  I  need 
not  repeat  it  now,  that  I  did  not  question  the 
constitutionality  of  the  civil  rights  bill ;  but  it 
would  have  been  constitutional  before  the  thir- 
teenth amendment ;  it  was  not  drawn  .under 
that  amendment,  nor  does  it  look  to  that  at  all 
as  its  source  of  authority.  It  looks  to  that 
other  provision  of  the  Constitution  in  the 
fourth  article,  which  provides  for  the  equal 
privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in  the 
several  States.  That  is  where  its  auUiority  ii 
found. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  all  the  reply  that  the 
Senator  has  deigned  to  make  to  my  argument 
of  the  other  day.  These  are  all  the  author- 
ities, these  are  all  the  provbions  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  which  he  refers,  although  be  tells 
you  it  is  full  and  ample  to  justify  the  passage 
of  this  bill ;  but  he  contents  himself  with  read- 
ing from  Mr.  Downing  and  other  gentlemen 
whose  names  I  do  not  now  recollect.  Now,  I 
desire  to  call  attention  to  a  document  which 
the  honorable  Senator  has  seen  fit  to  intro- 
duce into  this  debate  as  illustrating  a  little  the 
temper  and  the  spirit  with  which  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Massachusetts  conducts  this 
debate.  I  adverted  to  it  in  the  beginning. 
He  reads  from  a  letter,  I  think,  addressed  to 
himself 

Mr.  SUMNER.    No.  it  is  not. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  may  not  be. 
I  see  it  is  not.  It  is  entitled  '^Senator  Sux- 
neb's  bill.''  It  is  addressed  ''to  the  editor  of 
the  Press,''  and  is  dated  at  Philadelphia,  Jan- 
uary 27,  1872,  signed  "R.  T.  G."  Of  course 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing  who  R.  T.  G.  is. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  mentioned  the  name.  He 
is  the  principal  of  the  colored  institute,  a  young 
colored  gentleman,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, an  excellent  scholar,  and  as  the  Sen- 
ator will  see  a  very  excellent  writer. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know  whether  this  is  introduced  as  an  argu- 
ment upon  the  bill,  or  whether  it  is  introduced 
to  show  the  necessity  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  said  I  introduced  that  to 
show  the  necessity  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Very  well.  The 
Senator  had  a  right  to  read  this  in  his  remarks! 
If  it  were  addressed  to  the  Senate  as  a  peti- 
tion it  would  not  be  received.  It  is  not  respect- 
ful in  its  language.  It  makes  allusions  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  which  are  offensive, 
which  are  a  menace.  It  pots  the  colored  peo- 
ple of  this  country  in  hostile  array  against  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  frays,  sub- 
stantially, ''If  you  do  not  pass  Senator  Sum- 
ner's bill  we  will  mark  every  one  of  you." 
Let  us  see  what  it  says : 

**We  were  hopinc  that  an  innate  sense  of  jostiee 
would  do  away  trith  this  scnsele^  prejudice.  We 
havo  hoped  in  vain,  and  now  plainly  see  tliat  noth- 
iag  but  agitation  will  obtain  justice. 

*  We  were  patient  in  former  days  because  we  bad 
no  redress,  not  because  we  were  satisfied.  To-day 
we  havo  the  ballot,  and  wo  intend  to  uso  it  a5  we 
used  our  muskets  in  the  war,  to  obtain  every  civil 
right  which  pertains  to  any  other  oitiien  of  this 
country."       •  •  •  .       ♦  •  • 

**Wo  hare  watched  closely  tho  debates  on  this 
measure,  and  understand,  wo  think,  rather  clearly, 
both  the  parliamentary  tactics  by  whloh  it  will  bt 
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defeated,  if  it  be  defeated,  and  the  elerenth-hoar 
sapport  which  •ome  have  givea  it.'' 

"From  the  peeado-Republioaos,  who  follow  the 
TiotorioaA  army  for  the  spoils  alone,  we  would  hare 
nothing :  bat  from  the  honorable  Republicans,  wbo 
really  believe  in  the  principles  of  the  party,  wo 
demand  the  passage  of  Senator  Sumnkr's  bill  as  a 
ieet  of  the  rinoerity  of  their  intentions  toward  us." 

Now,  Mr.  Presid^Dt,  jast  consider:  we  are 
here  endeavoring  to  do  what  we  think  is  jast 
mnd  fair  to  all  the  citizens  of  this  country.  All 
of  as,  I  am  certain,  are  disposed  to  go  jast  as 
far  as  oar  constitational  limits  will  permit  as 
in  the  direction  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  proposes ;  and  yet  we  are  to  be 
told,  and  we  are  to  be  told  through  the  lips  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
that  if  we  do  not  take  his  bill,  about  which 
these  people  can  know  nothing  in  the  legal 
sense,  if  we  do  not  take  a  bill  which  the  legal 
organ  of  this  body  tells  us  we  cannot  take  with- 
oat  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  then  what? 
Then  we  are  to  be  marked. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MORUILL,  of  Maine.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Inadvertently,  of  course 
unintentionally,  the  Senator  misstates  the  con- 
dition of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  so  far  as  its 
action  is  concerned  toward  this  bill.  This  bill, 
that  is,  the  present  bill,  as  I  understand,  has 
never  been  before  the  committee.  A  bill  sim* 
ilar  to  this,  and  possibly  in  the  same  phrase- 
ology, at  a  former  session  was  before  the  com- 
mittee, when  differently  constituted  than  it  is 
now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  was  a  different  bill. 

Mp  CARPENTER.  I  thought  so;  but  I 
was  not  certain.  This  bill  I  understand  never 
to  have  been  before  that  committee. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     It  never  has  been. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Therefore  the  commit- 
tee has  never  had  occasion  to  take  any  action 
on  this  bill  and  have  consultation  upon  it,  and 
never  has  reported  against  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  began  by  say- 
ing that  the  supplementary  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  was  sent  to  the  committee, 
and  that  it  was  reported  against  by  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  and  it  being  in  that  condi- 
tion when  this  amnesty  bill  came  up,  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Massachusetts  moved  it  as 
an  amendment  to  this  bill.  It  has  undergone 
some  changes  on  the  suggestion  of  my  honor- 
able friend  from  New  Jersey,  since  it  was  first 
offered,  I  am  aware. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  my  honorable  friend 
will  pardon  me  for  a  moment,  I  will  remind 
bim  that  he  added  to  his  statement  that  the 
Judiciary  Committee  reported  adversely  upon 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  warrant  in  the 
Constitution  for  such  a  bilL  There  I  am  quite 
sure  he  has  been  misinformed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  was  my 
information.    I  do  not  know  how  the  fact  is. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  friend  will  pardon 
me,  as  I  believe  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  everv  time  that  this  bill 
under  this  name  has  been  before  it.  I  will  say 
that  we  reported  against  tho  bill  under  this  name 
every  time  hitherto — there  are  wide  differences 
in  a  constitutional  view  perhaps  between  it  now 
and  in  its  former  shape — chiefly  on  the  ground 
that  the  civil  rights  bill  was  adequate  to  ac- 
complish the  prot^tion  which  the  citizen  was 
en  tilled  to,  and  that  this  was  unnecessary 
legislation.  We  never  reported  against  the 
bill  upon  the  ground  that  its  chief  and  leading 
features  were  unconstitutional.  If  we  bad 
thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  enforce  these 
rights,  to  report  in  favor  of  such  a  bill,  doubt- 
less we  should  have  made  some  changes  such 
as  have  been  already  made.  That  is  the  ground 
upon  which  the  committee  has  acted.  Now, 
ir  my  friend  will  pardon  me,  history  has 
proved,  experience  nas  proved,  that  the  civil 
rights  bill  as  it  now  stands  is  not  adequate  to 
accomplish  the  end  of  equality  and  security 
which  the  Constitution  commands  shall  be 
observed.    That  is  where  we  stand. 


Mr.  THURMAN.  WUl  the  Senator  from 
Maine  allow  me  a  word  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    Certainly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  quite  understand 
these  expressions  of  opinion  which  have  been 
given  in  regard  to  the  bill  which  was  before 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  The  committee  re- 
ported adversely  upon  that  bill.  It  made  no 
written  report,  and  stated  no  reason  for  its 
adverse  report  according  to  my.  recollection. 
I  think  I  am  quite  right  in  that 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  know,  then,  that 
this  Senate  can  take  any  cognizance  of  what 
were  the  opinions  of  the  individual  members 
of  that  committee.  They  did  not  see  fit  to  lay 
their  individual  opinions  before  the  Senate  as. 
reasons  for  rejecting  that  bill.  I  suppose  the 
truth  to  be,  in  respect  to  it,  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  voted  against  it  for  one 
reason  and  others  voted  against  it  for  another 
reason. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Very  likely. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  the  real  truth 
about  it.  I  was  taken  to  task  once,  and  by 
my  friend  from  Vermont,  I  think,  forallading 
to  the  opinions  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 
upon  another  question.  I  do  not  object,  how- 
ever, to  anything  he  has  said ;  bnt,  as  every 
one  seems  to  be  making  a  clean  breast  of  it, 
I  must  say  that  for  my  part,  as  a  member 
of  that  committee,  I  voted  against  that  bill, 
because  I  believed  it  to  be  anconstitutional. 
That  was  the  main  motive,  not  the  only  one, 
but  the  main  motive  that  I  had ;  and  I  think 
it  will  trouble  anybody  to  show  any  material 
differt>nce  between  that  bill  and  this,  so  far  as 
the  constitutional  question  is  concerned. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  my  friend  from  Maine 
will  pardon  roe  a  moment,  I  will  say  that 
noboay  would  doubt  what  is  the  attitude  of 
my  friend  from  Ohio  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  this  provision.  Nobody  can  doubt 
what  his  attitude  would  have  been  on  the 
civil  rights  bill  had  he  been  here.  Perhaps 
nobody  doubta  what  his  attitude  is  as  to  the 
constiiuiionality  of  the  fourteenth  amendment 
itself.  1  have  heard  it  stoutly  maintained  by 
gentlemen  of  the  same  political  persuasion 
as  my  friend  from  Ohio  that  the  fourteenth 
amendment  itself  is  unconstitutional,  in  the 
sense  that  it  has  not  been  lawfully  adopted. 
Very  well ;  all  that  I  rose  to  say  was  that  no 
weight  ought  to  be  made  against  the  merit 
of  (his  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
Judiciary  Committee  had  reported  against  it, 
for  tho  reasons  that  I  stated.  Wherever  its 
opinion  is  sought  to^  be  brought  into  a  state 
of  opposition  to  this  amendment,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  constitutional,  then  I 
submit  that  it  is  right  and  fair  that  it  should 
be  known  that  it  was  not  on  that  ground,  so 
far  as  I  have  a  right  to  say,  that  we  acted. 
That  is  all. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Well,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  dare  say  I  was  not  well  enough  informed 
on  the  subject  to  venture  to  say  so  much  as  I 
did  say  as  to  what  had  been  the  conclusions 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  but  prob 
ably  I  am  justified  in  saying  what  the  record 
shows,  that  the  bill  went  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee for  its  consideration,  and  that  it  reported 
against  it  once,  twice,  and  perhaps  ottener, 
and  that  ought  to  suffice  my  purpose,  and  was 
probably  as  far  as  I  was  authorized  to  go.  Sen- 
ators must  draw  their  own  inferences  as  to  the 
reason. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Does  the  Senator  from  Maine 
desire  to  address  the  Senate  further  ?  If  so,  I 
propose  to  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Only  a  minute 
longer.  I  should  have  contented  myself 
entirely  to  remain  under  the  castigation  which 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Sumner]  seemed  to  feel  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  me  for  venturing  to  speak  against 
his  bill,  if  I  had  not  felt  that  the  language  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  ascribing  to  me  cer- 
tain sources  for  my  Q>eech,  was  offenave. 


Mr.  CARPENTER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  mo^e  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Will  the  Senator  with- 
draw his  motion  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  cannot  come  to  a  vote 
to-night. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  ask  for 
the  veas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  *,  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  81,  nays  25 :  as  follows: 

YBA8— Meters.  Ames,  Bor«niaD,  Brownlow,  Cam- 
eron. Carpenter.  Chandler.  Cole,  Conklinv.  Corbett. 
Croffin.  Edmonds.  Fenton.  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Fre- 
lioffbayseD.  Qilbert.  Hamilton  of  Texa«.  Hamlio, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrillof  Vermont.  Morton.  Nye, 
Osbom.  Patterson.  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Ramsey,  Rice, 
Sumner.  Wilson.  Windom  and  Wrivht— 31. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Blair,  Davii  of  Kentucky.  Davis 
of  West  Viririnia.  Flanagan.  Qoldtbwaite.  Hamil- 
tpa  of  Maryland,  Unrlan.  Hill.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
Kellon,  Lewis,  Logan.  Norwood,  RoberUon.  Ban  is- 
bury.  Sawyer,  Sobnrs,  Spencer.  Stevenson.  Stockton, 
Thorman.  Trumbull.  Vickers.  and  West— 25. 

ABSBNT—Messra.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Bayard, 
Buokingham,  Caldwell,  Casserly.  Clayton,  Cooper, 
Ferry  of  Conneetiout,  Hirchcoek,  Howe,  Pratt, 
Scott.  Sherman,  Spragae,  Stewart,  and  Tipton— 17. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  (at  ten 
minutes  past  four  o'clock  p.  m.)  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WiDKESDAT.  January  81,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o^ clock  m.  Prftyer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

BDOARTOWN  HARBOR. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  harbor  commis- 
sioners of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  con- 
cerning Edgartown  harbor,  in  said  State ;  the 
opinion  of  the  United  States  advisory  council ; 
the  report  to  Professor  Benjamin  Peirce, 
Superintendent  United  States  Coast  Survey, 
by  Henry  Mitchell,  chief  of  physical  hydrog- 
raphy. United  States  Coast  Survey ;  the  letter 
of  Josiah  Quincy,  chairman  of  harbor  com- 
miseion,  State  of  Massachusetts ;  the  report  of 
Henry  L.  Whitney,  and  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Edffartown,  in  relation  to  the  same 
subject ;  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ORDER  Of  BUSnCBSS 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  call 
for  the  regtilar  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  now 
begins  at  fourteen  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock, 
and  the  House  resumes  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  891)  to  further  regulate 
the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  to  prevent  delays  therein,  which 
was  reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws.  The  pending 
question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Merrick] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
yield  to  my  colleague  on  the  committee  to 
report  a  bill  for  tiie  purpose  of  having  it 
recommitted  and  printed. 

BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  LANSING,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
reported  back  the  bill  (E.  R.  No.  882)  amend- 
ing an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,  ap 
proved  March  2,  1867,  and  the  several  acts 
amendatorv  thereof;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
recommitted. 

AMENDING  COURT  PRACTICES. 

Mr.  AMBLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
reported  back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  682)  amend- 
ing the  practice  of  the  courts  in  certain  cases, 
with  amendments ;  and  the  bill,  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  h%  printed  and  reoonunitted. 
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The  SPEAKER.  .The  Hodse  resumes  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  891)  to  fur- 
ther regulate  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  to  prevent  delays  therein, 
reported  yesterday  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Revision  of  the  Laws;  and  the  pending  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Merrick,]  Which 
the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided^  That  appeals  and  writs  of  error  from  the 
■apreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
Supreme  Ooart  of  tbe  United  States  shall  remain  as 
now  provided  by  law  in  all  oases  where  tbe  matter 
in  dispute  shall  exceed  tbe  sum  of  ^2.000. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.     I  offep 

the  following  amendment  to  the  first  section. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  provided  the  right  of  appeal  and  to  proie« 
onto  writs  of  error  shall  remain  as  it  is  now  regulated 
by  law  in  all  oases  in  which  tbe  amount  in  contro* 
versy  exceeds  $2,000.  which  have  been  decide^  by  the 
district  jud^e  presiding  alone  in  ,the  circuit  court 
and  exercising  the  powers  of  circuit  judge. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  now 
yield  to  my  colleague  on  the  committee  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.  ] 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  desire  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

But  n.^  writ  of  error  or  appeal  shall  be  allowed 
from  any  judgment  or  decree  hereafter  made  bv  the 
supc^me  court  of  either  of  the  Territories  oi  the 
United  States,  or  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  unless 
the  matter  in  dispute,  exclusive  of  costs,  shall  exceed 
the  value  of  $5,000. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
reference  to  the  substitute  I  have  offered  for 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  bess  the  gen- 
tleman to  suspend  a  moment  in  order  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  may  indicate  where 
he  desires  his  albendment  to  be  attached. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  desire  it  to  be  attached 
to  tbe  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  POLAND.  In  the  bill  which  the  com- 
mittee reported,  we  propose  to  put  cases  in 
the  Territories  on  the  same  footing  precisely 
as  the  courts  in  the  several  States;  that  in 
order  to  allow  a  writ  of  error,  or  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  highest  court  of  the 
Territory,  it  shall  only  be  in  consequence  of 
the  nature  of  the  question  involved,  entirely 
irrespective  of  amounts;  and  I  do  not  see,  Mr. 
Speaker,  why,  upon  principle,  this  portion  of 
the  bill  should  not  be  adopted.  The  judicial 
system  in  the  Territories,  and  in  this  District, 
is  precisely  the  same  as  we  have  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  in  the  Stale  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
in  the  various  other  States,  where  one  of  the 
judges  presides  at  the  jury  term  for  the  trial 
of  all  cases;  and  questions  of  law,  which  are 
reserved  upon  the  trial,  are  carried  up  and  are 
decided  by  the  full  bench.  The  system  is  pre- 
cisely the  same,  I  say.  in  the  Territories  and  in 
this  District  as  it  is  in  Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
shire and  many  of  the  smaller  States,  where  a 
large  force  of  circuit  judges  is  not  required. 
And  therefore  no  reason  can  be  urged,  which  I 
can  see,  why  there  should  be  any  distinction  or 
difference  between  cases  decided  by  the  highest 
court  in  a  Territory  and  those  decided  by  the 
highest  conrt  in  a  State,  except  it  be  in  the 
character  of  the  judges ;  and  from  what  I  know 
of  the  appointment  of  judges  in  this  District 
and  in  the  Territories,  1  believe  their  judges 
will  compare  favorably  enough  with  judges 
in  the  State  courts.  But  if  the  House  does 
not  see  fit  to  adopt  this  provision  of  putting 
the  decision  of  the  judgments  of  the  highest 
courts  in  the  Territories  on  the  same  footing  as 
those  in  the  State  courts,  then  I  think  there 
should  be  a  limitation  upon  the  amount. 

Now,  cases  in  this  District  can  be  appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
without  reference  to  the  amount  involved.  If 
there  be  $1,000  involved,  they  have  a  right  to 
appeal  any  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  and  have  a  decision  Uiere.    And  I 


I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  limitation  as 
to  the  amount  in  the  Territories.  Therefore, 
if  the  House  see  fit  to  say  that  the  provisions 
^hich  the  committee  have  introduced  into 
this  bill  shall  not  be  adopted  as  it  stands,  I 
think  it  should  adopt  the  amendment  I  have 
offered. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  POLAND.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  understand  that  the  courts 
in  this  District  exercise  a  supervisory  power, 
by  way  of  mandamus^  over  the  action  of  high 
officers  of  the  Government,  affecting  private 
rights  incidentally  by  orders  of  that  kind.  I 
wish  to  ask,  is  the  power  of  revising  such  action, 
jf  it  shall  be  taken  hereafter  by  the  court  of 
the  District,  already  secured  by  the  bill  as  it 
now  stands? 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  understand  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  hold  that 
the  court  of  the  District  has  no  such  power.* 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  denies  the 
power  altogether.  I  do  not  speak  by  way  of 
raising  an  objection,  but  to  bring  the  matter 
to  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  think  that  on  looking  at 
the  section  in  the  existing  law,  although  I  have 
not  recently  read  it,  the  gentleman  will  find 
that  there  is  nothing  in  bis  objection. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  In  regard 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Merrice,]  1  desire  to  say  but  a 
single  word.  Upon  examination  it  appears 
that  there  were  seventeen  cases  of  errors  and 
appeals  from  the  District  before  the  Supreme 
Court  under  a  power  now  of  allowing  a  case 
to  be  appealed  involving  $1,000.  There  is  a 
further  provision  in  the  existing  law,  which 
my  colleague  [Mr.  HoAu]  is  now  reading,  that 
the  Supreme  Court  may  allow  an  appeal  in  any 
case,  even  down  to  $100,  where  a  question  of 
law  is  involved  which  any  one  justice  thinks 
of  sufficient  consequence  to  be  examined  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  so 
that  the  people  of  this  District  have  more 
rights  now  ot  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
than  are  allowed  to  the  people  of  any  of  the 
States  in  the  Union ;  and  they  have  more 
litigation  before  the  Supreme  Court  than  the 
people  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  This  in- 
creases the  labors  of  the  court  very  greatly, 
because  it  gives  the  people  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  almost  a:&  convenient  to  them  as  a  county 
court  to  tbe  people  of  a  State.  I  trust  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Merrick]  will  not  be  adopted,  even  with 
the  limit  of  $5,000,  and  certainly  not  as  the 
law  now  stands. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  have  no  objection,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  modify  the  amendment  which  I 
offered  yesterday,  by  limiting  the  amount  to 
$5,000  instead  of  $2,000,  thus  putting  the  court 
of  the  District  on  a  level  with  all  the  other 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Then  you 
do  not  need  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to 
snppose  that  the  supreme  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  stands  at  all  in  the  attitude  of 
State  courts.  It  exercises  Federal  jurisdic- 
tion. A  large  class  of  cases  involving  ques- 
tions of  Federal  law  are  constantly  arising  in 
the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  wberi  that  court  was  originally  constituted 
it  was  as  part  of  the  system  of  the  various 
circuit  courts  then  contemplated  and  provided 
bylaw.  It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  any 
better  attitude  than  the  courts  of  the  States 
that  I  offer  this  amendment.  As  I  remarked 
yesterday,  the  States  themselves  make  what- 
ever provisions  they  think  just  and  right  for  the 
revision  of  decisions  of  any  of  their  inferior 
tribunals.  They  establish  such  appellate  tri- 
bunals as  they  think|  in  their  discretion  and 


within  the  scope  of  their  sovereignty  within 
their  own  States,  essential  to  preserve  the  in- 
tegrity and  purity  and  uniformity  of  the  admin- 
istration of  justice.  The  District  of  Colorobn 
stands  as  one  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  order  that  it  maybe  placed  upon 
the  proper  level,  and  the  laws  be  adminiatered 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  throughout  Uie  Union,  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  there  should  be  an  appeal  from 
the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  ColaBibia 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Very  large  interests  are  constantly  involved 
in  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Colnmbiaf  large 
interests,  affectingthe  citizens  of  various  States 
of  this  Union,  because  the  courts  of  this  Dis- 
trict have  jurisdiction  over  any  and  everybody 
here  rcUione  personcB.  Whenever  a  man  comes 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  then  the  court 
has  jurisdiction  of  his  rights.  Oftentiaies  qoes- 
tions  of  the  largest  property  interest,  iovorviog 
citizens  all  over  these  United  States  are,  sob- 
jected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  tribunal.  I 
remember,  for  example,  one  occasion  when 
there  was  a  controversy  before  the  court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  involving  the  title  to 
the  largest  mine  in  the  State  of  California,  tbe 
largest  quicksilver  mine  in  the  known  world, 
which  was  brought  here  for  adjudication  as  to 
the  rights  of  citizens  of  various  parts  of  this 
country  who  happened  to  be  here,  and  to  whom 
jurisdiction  attached  by  virtue  of  their  pres- 
ence here.  And  it  is  not  merely  for  the  benefit 
of  citizens  of  this  District  of  Columbia,  bat  it 
is  for  thebenefitof  citizens  of  all  these  United 
States  who  may  be  subjected  to  tbe  large  juris- 
diction of  its  courts,  that  there  shonld  be  some 
appeal  from  their  decisions  to  the  Snpreae 
Court  of  the  United  States.  The  Territories 
of  these  United  States  should  not  be  analogized 
at  all  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  because  they 
are  in  a  mere  transitionary  state,  about  to  be 
recognized  in  the  sisterhood  of  States,  and  then 
their  jurisdiction  may  be  rightfully  determined 
by  the  legislative  bodies  of  those  respective 
political  organizations,  according  to  tbe  wis- 
dom of  those  who  have  l^slative  control  and 
discretion  over  the  welfare  of  the  citizens 
within  those  particular  Territories. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  most 
really  resume  the  floor,  because  we  have  other 
reports  to  make  during  this  hour. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  desire  to  yield  for  a 
moment  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  L.  Myers,]  that  he  may  further  argue 
this  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  claims  the  floor. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  supposed,  sir,  that  I  was 
entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetts.  I  have 
resumed  tbe  floor,  but  I  am  willing  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  shall  be  heard. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS«  I  will  not  occupy  one 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House.  I  desire 
to  say  that  the  supreme  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  now  has  jurisdiction  of  all  suits 
and  controversies  in  regard  to  patent  cases, 
and  that,  under  the  general  patent  law  writs 
of  error  or  appeal  lie  to  tbe  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  all  such 
cases,  and  yet  this  will  be  prevented  by  the 
provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire, 
in  answer  to  both  the  suggestion  of  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  and  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  to  have  read  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  of  1801.  I  desire  to 
state  that  the  law  provides  that  where  any 

Question  of  any  consequence*  arises  in  the 
^strict  of  Columbia,  it  can  be  carried  up  by 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  if  any  judge  can  be  found  to  believe  il 
of  sucn  importance.  Will  the  Clerk  read  tbe 
section  ? 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 


When  any  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or  eor* 

orate,  shai  1  taink  bimt  her»  o  r  tbemsel  vos.  auric  vod 

y  any  final  judgment,  order  or  decree  of  the  saidcir* 

ottit  court,  where  the  matter  in  dispute,  exdodveof 
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tfoflts,  shall  be  of  the  Talae  of  flOO,  and  of  less  Talae 
than  11,000,  and  shall  have  prayed  an  appeal  or  shall 
desire  to  suo  out  a  writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  Unifed  States,  such  person  or  persons,  body 
politlo  or  corporate,  may  exhibit  a  petition  in  writ- 
ins,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  com- 
plained of,  and  an  assignment  of  the  errors  relied 
on,  to  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who,  if  he 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  errors  or  any  of  them 
involve  questions  of  law  of  such  extensive  interest 
and  operation  as  to  render  a  final  decision  of  them 
by  the  said  Supreme  Court  desirable,  thereupon,  at 
Jkis  discretion,  and  upon  the  terms  and  oonditions 
prescribed  by  law,  by  his  order  to  be  directed  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county  in  which  the  proceedings  shall 
liave  been  held,  direct  such  appeal  to  be  allowed 
or  writ  of  error  to  be  passed,  whieh  shall  be  done 
accordingly. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  If  the  genUeman  will  allow 
me  to  explain  with  regard  to  that,  that  was 
a  discretionary  power  given  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  to  entertain  an 
appeal  from  the  supreme  court  of  the  DistricI 
of  Columbia  in  cases  under  one  thousand  dol- 
larsta^where  the  question  wasimportaot.  But  if 
this  Bill  passes  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
reported  by  the  committee,  and  is  now  under 
the  judgment  of  this  Honset  all  appeals  of  all 
sorts  will  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  beg  the 
gentleman's  pardon;  this  bill  takes  away  the 
ri^ht  of  appeal  in  all  cases,  but  where  a  judge 
thinks  the  matter  of  importance  and  no  law  is 
involved,  an  appeal  or  writ  of  error  will  be 
had. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  to  me  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Certainly. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  move  to  amend  section 
four,  in  line  five,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"court"  the  words  **  or  the  highest  court  in 
any  Territory ;"  and  after  the  word  **  decree  ** 
insert  the  word  'therein."  I  only  desire  to 
say  that  while  we  are  depriving  these  Terri- 
tories of  appellate  jurisdiction,  we  should 
preserve  to  the  Supreme  Court  the  right  of 
review  when  the  highest  courts  of  the  Terri- 
tories differ  in  respect  of  the  settlement  of 
those  ^estions  of  law  which  affect  the  rights 
of  citizens.  We  have  no  power  to  secure 
uniformity  of  decisions  in  respect  of  decisions 
of  law  among  the  several  States.  But  in  giv- 
ing up  the  right  of  appeal  which  the  Territo- 
ries now  possess,  we  ought  to  secure  to  them 
the  privilege  of  final  determination  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  of  partic- 
ular questions  which  they  may  see  fit  to  send 
up.  I  understand  this  amendment  meets  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassaohuseUs.  I  have  no 
objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  ask  leave  to  offer  a 
sub.stitute  for  the  amendmentof  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
hear  it. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  move  to  insert,  in  the 
eighteenth  Hue  of  the  fourth  section,  after  the 
words  ** circuit  courts,'*  the  words  **of  the 
United  States,"  which  I  suppose  was  intended 
by  the  drafter  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  trust  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  will  permit  that  amendment  to  be 
adopted.    It  is  the  evident  intention  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  Yes,  sir, 
of  course. 

^  Mr.  AMBLER.     I  think  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  other  amendment  I 
desire  to  offer  is  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  court,"  and  before  the  words  **  of  any  Ter- 
ritory," in  the  proviso  of  the  fourth  section, 
the  words  **of  last  resort;"  and  to  strike  out 
the  words  ''or  to  imprisonment  in  the  peni- 
tentiary" in  the  same  proviso. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  cannot 
agree  to  that. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Of  course  you  cannot 
agree  to  it.  What  I^want  is  ai^ote  in  the  House 
upon  the  amendment,  and  an  understanding 
of  tlie  significance  to  be  attached  to  these 
word8» 


Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  Certainly: 
I  will  allow  the  amendment  to  be  offered  and 
voted  upon.  And  now  I  propose  to  call  the  pre- 
vious question, 

Mr.  KERR.  Before  the  previous  question 
is  called,  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow  me  to 
offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  wiU 
hear  it 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, in  the  form  of  an  additional  section, 
which  I  send  to  the  Clerk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  t 

Sko.  — .  That  from  any  final  Judgment  of  anp 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  upon  any  petiUoa 
for  relief  by  a  writ  of  habeat  corptu,  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  an 
act  to  esUblish  the  Jndicial  coarts  of  the  United 
States,  approved  September  24, 1789/'  approved  Feb- 
ruary 5, 1867,  an  appeal  may  bo  taken  to  tho  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  on  such  terms  and  under 
such  regulations  and  orders,  as  well  for  the  cus- 
tody and  appearance  of  the  person  alleffCKl  to  be  re- 
strained of  bis  or  her  liberty  as  for  sending  u|>  to 
the  appellate  tribunal  a  transcript  of  the  petition, 
writ  of  habeat  corpu»,  return  thereto,  and  other  pro- 
eeedings.  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Supreme  Conrt,' 
or,  in  default  of  saoh,  u  the  judfe  hearing  said  cause 
may  prescribe:  and  pending  such  proceedings  or 
appeal,  and  until  final  judgment  be  rendered  there- 
in, and  after  final  Judgment  of  discharge  in  thesame, 
any  proceeding  against  such  porsoa  so  alleged  to  be 
restrained  of  his  or  her  liberty  in  any  State  court, 
or  by  or  under  the  authority  of  any  Stnte,  for  any 
matter  or  thing  so  heard  and  determined,  or  in  pro- 
cess of  being  heard.and  determined,  under  ajia  by 
virtue  of  such  writ  ox  Ao^eos  corpus,  snail  be  deemed 
null  and  void. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Isujg;gest 
to  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  KERRjthat 
the  provision  he  proposes  had  better  be  em- 
braced in  a  separate  bill.  It  is  a  very  large 
subject,  and  may  require  a  good  deal  of  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  will  allow  me  to  make  just  one 
suggestion.  This  amendment  merely  proposes 
the  reeoactment  of  a  provision  of  law  which 
was  in  force  prior  to  1868^  and  was  repealed 
in  that  year.  The  proposition  fbr  its  reeoact- 
ment has  been  pending  before  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  ana  I  believe  the  provision  is  so 
entirely  germane  to  the  subject  of  this  bill 
relating  to  appeals,  that  it  may  be  more  prop- 
erly enacted  in  this  connection  than  anywhere 
else.  I  think  it  entirely  pertinent  to  the  bill ; 
and  certainly  the  interests  of  the  country- 
require  that  at  least  as  much  consideration' 
shall  be  given  to  appeals  in  cases  where  liberty 
and  life  are  involved  as  in  cases  involving 
merely  dollars  and  cents. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  cannot 
assent  to  the  amendment  for  the  very  reason 
that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  states,  that 
this  very  subject  has  been  recently  considered 
by  Congress  and  the  provision  repealed  for 
some  good  reason. 

Mr.  KERR.     Four  years  ago. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Only  four 
years  ago.  The.  provision  was  a  law  and  has 
been  repealed ;  and  it  would  seem  to  me  wise 
that  so  great  a  change  in  the  law  should  not 
now  be  made  without  consideration  by  any 
committee.  If  the  gentleman  would  send  a 
bill  of  this  kind  to  our  committee  we  would 
give  it  full  consideration. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  the  provision  was  only  repealed  to  keep 
the  McArdle  case  and  two  or  three  others  out 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
The  reasons  which  actuated  that  repeal  no 
longer  exisL 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  ftom 
Massachusetts  yield  to  allow  this  amendment 
to  be  offered  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  In  order  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstanding?,  I  desire  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether 
this  section  in  any  manner  atfects  the  right  of 
appeal  in  cases  adjudicated  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia — under 
the  patent  laws? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsette.  It  does 
not. 


Mr.  PINKELNBORG.  Or  patent  cases 
anywhere? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  No,  sir. 
I  call  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  is  upon 
the  substitute  ofl^red  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  for  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mer- 
rick.] The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  will  be  read  first 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

At  the  end  of  section  one  insert  the  following; 

Proffid$d /utikeTt  That  appeals  and  Writs  of  error 
from  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  UDltcd  States  shall  re- 
main as  now  provided  by  law  in  all  cases  where  the 
matter  in  dispute  shall  not  ezoeed  the  sum  of  $5,000. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  substitute  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  will  now  be 
read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

And  provided  further.  That  no  writ  of  error,  or 
appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  any  judgment  or  decree 
hereafter  made  by  thesupremeooartof  either  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  or  of  tho  District  of 
Columbia,  unless  the  matter  in  dispute,  exclusive 
of  costs,  shall  exceed  the  value  of  $5,000. 

On  agreeing  to  the  substitute  of  Mr.  PolakD| 
there  were — ayes  45,  noes  66  j  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Mbrbiok 
and  Mr.  Poland  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided ;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  65,  noes  76. 

So  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Poland  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recnrs  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mbrrick.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaehnsetts.  I  rise  to 
close  the  debate.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  exact  aoUoti  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  By 
the  reading  of  the  law  I  have  already  shown 
to  the  House  that  in  any  ease  of  importance, 
which  any  judge  of  ^e  Supreme  Court  thinks 
involves  any  question  of  law  of  any  general 
interest,  even  though  the  amount  involved  be 
only  $100,  an  appealis  allowed  in  this  District. 
Now,  this  bill  puts  this  District  as  a  Terri- 
tory on  the  same  ground  as  all  the  States  and 
Territories  of  the  United  States.  In  putting 
the  people  of  this  District  upon  this  footing, 
we  think  we  have  secured  to  them  all  the  rights 
that  anybody  hhs,  and  in  addition  to  that,  they 
have  what  no  one  else  has,  an  appeal  upon  any 
question  whatever  when  any  juoge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  thinks  the  question  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  reexamined. 

We  are  trying  to  pass  this  bill  to  relieve  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from  its 
present  great  pressure  of  business ;  but  as  all 
the  lawyers  of  this  District  can  attend  the 
Supreme  Court  as  well  as  they  can  the  courts 
of  the  District,  they  are  tempted  to  appeal 
every  possible  case,  and  so  load  down  the 
dockets  of  the  court.  There  are  now,  I  am 
informed,  some  seventeen  cases  pending  from 
this  District,  a  larger  number  than  from  any 
State  in  the  United  States,  however  large  and 
however  commercial.  That  being  so,  we  simply 
load  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
now  has  six  hundred  and  one  cases  upon  it.  It 
is  undoubtedly  a  great  convenience  to  lawyers 
in  this  District  to  nave  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  where  they  have  tried  and 
failed  before  a  court  of  five  judges  of  their  own, 
act  as  a  revisory  court  j  but,  sir,  if  a  man  comes 
from  Oregon  or  from  any  other  distant  State  to 
argue  a  case  $2,000  will  not  pay  him.  And 
I  trust  this  amendment,  which  simply  provides 
that  this  District  shall  have  other  and  different 
legal  privileges  from  those  enjoyed  by  the 
Stut*s,  will  be  voted  down.  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  it  because  almost  one  quarter 
of  the  decisions  thus  far  made  in  this  term  of 
the  court,  as  I  understand  it,  is  in  cases  from 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Their  lawyers  live 
right  here,  convenient ;  they  can  go  to  that  court 
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cheaply,  and  therefore  load  up  the  docket  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

I  understand  it  was  said  last  evening  that 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  want  this.  I 
call  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Jnrist,  said 
to  have  been  written  by  Justice  Miller,  in 
which  he  refers  to  this  trouble  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  states  he  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  District  of  Columbia  should  not  be 
placed  on  the  same  ground  as  the  States  and 
Territories.  They  have  five  judges  here  to  sit 
tTi  bancj  while  the  Territories  have  only  three, 
and  some  of  the  States  have  only  three.  Here 
they  have  five  judges  paid  by  the  (Jnited  States, 
all  their  expenses  paid  by  the  United  States, 
appointed  by  the  President,  men  learned  in  the 
law,  to  pass  on  every  question.  And  they  have, 
as  has  just  been  suggested  to  me,  no  commerce 
with  any  of  the  States,  or  with  any  foreign  State. 
They  have  none  but  the  common  ordinary  law- 
suits which  arise  among  themselves.  In  any 
case  of  that  sort  I  do  not  think  they  should 
have  precedence  over  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories. 

Let  me  repeat  once  more.  On  any  question 
arising  where  they  claim  there  is  anv  great 
controversy,  or  any  doubt  as  to  the  law,  if 
they  can  find  one  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  think  there  is  any  doubt  they  can  have  an 
appeal.  This  bill  only  cuts  off  the  right  of 
appeal  as  of  course.  Herein  this  District  they 
have  the  right  of  appeal  in  cases  of  $1,000, 
while  the  people  of  the  various  States  have 
only  the  right  of  appeal  where  the  amount 
exceeds  $2,000  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States.  We  propose  to  pass  this  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Supreme  Court.  We  propose  to 
make  the  amount  $5,000  in  cases  of  appeal 
from  district  and  circuit  courts  for  the  reasons 
I  have  stated.  It  is  not  convenient  or  proper 
that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
the  ereat  constitutional  tribunal,  shonld  have 
its  docket  loaded  down  with  controversies 
involving  cases  of  only  $1,000.  It  is  not 
profitable  for  suitors,  either,  to  bring  up  con- 
troversies  of  $2,000.  I  hope  the  House  will 
take  an  interest  in  this  question,  and  instead 
of  having  a  bare  quorum  voting,  we  will  have 
a  fair  expression  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
vote.     I  now  call  for  the  vote. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  yield  to  me  to  say  one  word. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
yield  to  the  gentleman  for  one  minute. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
understand  appeals  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia have  proved  a  burden  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  I  do  know  that 
some  of  the  most  important  cases  that  have 
been  decided  by  that  tribunal  have  been  on 
cases  arising  in  this  District  involving  small 
amounts.  The  litigation  here  is  peculiar  in 
its  character,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts well  knows.  He  has  practiced  in 
onr  local  courts  very  often,  and  of  course  is 
aware  that  important  questions  are  presented 
where  the  amount  involved  is  small.  This 
is  because  we  are  here  at  the  capital  of  the 
nation.  The  bar  of  this  District,  who  are, 
I  think,  better  informed  than  any  other  class 
of  persons  in  reference  to  this  matter,  are  in 
favor  of  letting  the  law  remain  as  it  now  is.  I 
do  not  think  the  Supreme  Court  objects  to 
appeals  coming  up  from  this  District.  It  is 
true,  we  have  a  court  in  banCt  but  one  or  two 
members  sit  to  try  cases  alone.  That  court 
does  not  sit  as  the  courts  of  the  States  sit. 
There  is  that  distinction  between  the  court 
here  and  the  State  courts.  As  to  the  peculiar 
litigation  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  if  I  had 
time,  I  could  cite  many  cases  to  show  the 
House  precisely  what  it  is,  but  I  have  only 
time  to  say  that  the  bar  here  are  in  favor  of 
leavinff  this  matter  of  appeals  where  it  has 
been  lor  many  years.  I  do  not  understand 
either  the  court  here  or  the  Supreme  Court 
are  in  favor  of  the  proposed  change  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  agree 
to  what  the  gentleman  has  aaidi  for  I  lave 


already  stated  that  the  bar  here  are  very  much 
interested  to  have  all  their  cases,  when  they 
can  do  it  without  any  cost,  carried  up  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  make  fees.  If  I  were  a  lawyer  of  this  Dis 
trict,  speaking  for  the  lawyers,  I  shonld  be 
quite  as  active  as  my  friend  who  has  just  spoken 
on  this  subject.  I  shonld  not  like  to  have  my 
milch-cow  cut  off.  But  I  call  attention  again 
to  the  fact  that  every  case  of  any  importance 
from  this  District,  if  only  $100  be  involved, 
where  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  will  say 
that  it  onght  to  be  reviewed,  can  be  reviewed, 
and  that  no  other  portions  of  the  United  States 
have  that  privilege  except  the  District  of 
Columbia.     I  call  for  the  vote. 

The  question  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Merbick,  as  follows : 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  first  seotion  the  following 
proviso: 

Provided  further.  That  appeals  and  writs  of  error 
from  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  shall 
remain  as  now  provided  by  law,  in  all  cases  where 
the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  $5,000. 

The  question  being  put,  th6re  were — ayes 
66.  noes  67. 

Mr.  EILLINGER  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  Mbrbiok. 

The  House  again  divided  ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  66,  noes  78. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  next  question  was  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Butleb,  of  Massachusetts,  as 
follows : 

Add  to  seotion  one  the  following  proviso : 
Provided,  That  the  riffht  of  appeal,  and  to  pros- 
ecute writs  of  error,  shall  remain  as  it  is  now  reffu- 
lated  by  the  law,  in  all  oases  in  which  the  amount 
in  controversy  exceeds  §2,000,  and  which  have  been 
deoided  by  the  district  judge  presiding  alone  in  the 
circuit  court  and  exercising  the  powers  of  circuit 
judge. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  desire 
to  say  a  single  word  in  explanation  of  this 
amendment.  There  are  certain  districts  in  the 
United  States  where  the  circuit  courts  do  not 
sit,  but  a  district  court  judge  exercises  circuit 
court  power,  and  where  district  court  judges 
sit  alone.  It  has  been  thought  proper  by  the 
committee  to  allow  an  amendment  which  shall 
provide  that  in  that  case  $2,000  shall  be  the 
limit. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  next  on  the  amendment 

offered  by  Mr.  Potter,  as  follows: 

In  seotion  four,  line  five,  after  the  word  "court," 
where  it  first  occurs,  insert  **  or  the  highest  court  of 
any  Territory ;"  and  aftei;  the  word  "  decree,"  insert 
the  word  **  therein;"  so  that  it  will  read,  "in  any 
criminal  cause  in  which  a  sentence  of  death  or  other 
infamous  punishment  has  been  rendered  by  a  circuit 
court  judge  of  the  highest  court  of  any  Territory, 
thatcourt may,  after  final  judgmentor  decree  therein, 
certify  to  the  Supreme  Court,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  next  on  the  amendment 

offered  Dy  Mr.  Bikoham,  as  follows: 

In  section  four,  line  eighteen,  after  the  word 
"court."  where  it  first  occurs,  insert  the  words  *'  of 
the  United  States;"  and  after  the  word  "court," 
where  it  next  occurs,  insert  the  words  "of  last 
resort;"  so  that  it  will  read : 

Provided,  That  in  any  criminal  case  in  any  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  court  of  last  resort  of 
any  Territory,  ko. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question   was  next  on   the  following 

amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bingham  : 

In  section  four,  line  nineteen,  after  the  word 
"death,"  strike  out  the  words  "or  to  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary." 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  aak  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  to  yield  to  me 
a  short  time,  while  I  explain  to  the  House  the 
reason  for  my  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  yield 
the  gentJeman  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  object 
of  this  bill,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  when  he  pre- 
sented it  to  the  House,  was  to  restrict  the 
anpellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court 
01  the  United  States,  and  thereby  advance 


the  administration  of  justice.     It 
in  the  progress  of  the  debate  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  or  some  of  his  associates,  thai  one 
at  least  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
had  suggested  the  importance  of  farther  re- 
stricting the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
The  result  oi  the  matter  is,  that  in  the  Brtt 
section  of  the  bill  the  appellate  jurisdirtion 
is  restricted  as  therein  provided  in  civil  cases 
to  amounts  that  shall  be  equal  to  $6,000  or 
upward,  as  I  understand  it.     The  amendment 
which  I  propose  looks  to  the  carrying  out  of 
the  general  design  and  purpose  of  the  bill  in 
this,  that  it  strikes  out  the  appellate  jnriadiC' 
tion,  the  jurisdiction  in  error  provided  in  the 
fourth  section,  in  cases  where  the  offense  is 
punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  penir^^ 
tiar^,  and  leaves  the  jurisdiction  as  provided 
for  m  appeal  or  in  error  in  this  fourth  section 
in  capital  offenses. 

I  can  see  a  propriety,  Mr.  Speaker,  apd  a 
necessity  of  a  review  in  the  Supreme  Coon  of 
the  United  States,  never  hitherto  allowed  as 
of  course,  but  allowed,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  stated  yesterday, 
onlj^  when  there  is  a  division  of  the  court  u 
capital  offenses.  This  provision  applies  alike 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  Slates 
and  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
several  Territories.  The  effect  of  retaining 
these  words  in  the  proviso — and  that  is  the 
reason  why  I  move  to  strike  them  out — is  thai 
a  case  goes  up  of  necessity,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  proviso,  in  all  cases  punish- 
able by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  as 
well  as  in  capital  cases,  to  the  Supreme  Coort 
of  the  Unitea  States.  The  result  is,  under  this 
proviso,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  the 
Supreme  Court,  instead  of  being  relieved  of 
the  burden  imposed  upon  it  by  existing  law  in 
appellate  cases,  is  subjected  to  still  greater 
burdens ;  because  I  undertake  to  say  that  under 
this  proviso,  it  being  understood  now  that  it 
applies  as  well  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  as  to  the  courts  in  the  Territo- 
ries, every  case  provided  for  by  existing  law 
and  indictable  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  and  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Territories,  punishable  either  by 
death  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary, 
will  come  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  gen- 
tleman will  see  that  a  case  cannot  come  to 
the  Supreme  Conrt  unless  some  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  will  certify,  on  examining  the 
record,  that  it  ought  to  come  there. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Undoubtedly  that  is  so  if 
the  circuit  or  territorial  court  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  proposed  act ;  but  errors  enough  wiU 
appear  upon  any  record  to  induce  a  Supreme 
judge  so  to  certify.  They  will  be  most  for- 
tunate in  the  trial  of  a  case,  where  there  is  a 
great  conflict  of  testimony,  involving  imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary  or  sentence  of  death, 
if  they  succeed  in  one  case  out  of  ten,  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  or  in  a  United 
States  court  in  a  Territory,  in  avoiding  snch 
appearance  of  error  on  the  record  as  wonld 
compel  a  ju8tice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  allow  a  writ  of  error  and  stay 
of  proceedings. 

1  his  proviso  first  requires  imperatively  that 
the  court  of  original  jurisdiction  shall  certify 
on  the  application  of  the  prisoner  any  question 
of  law  jsresented  by  him  or  his  counsel,  and 
here  is  the  language : 

Provided,  That  in  any  criminal  case  in  aaycireait 
conrt  of  the  United  States,  or  conrt  of  last  resort  of 
any  Territory,  where  there  has  been  a  sentence  of 
death,  or  to  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  the 
court  trying  the  cause,  on  application  of  the  pri»- 
oner,  shhll  certify  any  qaestion  of  law  presented  by 
him  or  his  counsel,  and  tbo  same  shall  be  entered  of 
record;  and  if  the  court  shall  refuse  to  oertify  the 
same  to  the  Supremo  Conrt.  thereupon  application 
may  bo  made  to  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
allow  a  writ  of  error  and  a  stay  of  proceedings  upon 
such  terms  as  he  may  deem  reasonable. 

The  House  will  notice  that  the  jndge  trying 
the  case  is  required  by  law  to  certify  it  upon 
application  of  the  prisoner,  and  upon  his  re- 
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fbtal  to  do  80  ajadgeof  theSapremeCoart  of 
the  Hnited  States  has  the  exercbe  of  what  we 
call  a  judicial  discretion  in  the  premises.  I 
repeat  mj  statement,  that  if  this  proviso  be- 
comes a  law,  a  majority  of  capital  offenses  in 
oar  circuit  courts  and  a  minority  of  capital 
offenses  ia  our  territorial  courts  will  go  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  along  with  them 
will  go  up  a  majority  of  cases  punishable  by 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary.  The  word 
**"  penitentiary,''  I  am  aware,  is  not  used  in 
our  penal  statutes  in  the  Territories,  nor  as  a 
ffeneral  thing  in  the  penal  statutes  of  the  United 
States.  The  language  of  the  law  in  both  cases 
is  that  the  party  ''shall  be  subject  to  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  of  years.  * '  These  cases  are  all 
embraced  by  this  section,  and  are  intended  to 
be  embraced.  Among  other  things,  the  bigamy 
act  of  18G2j  punishing  bigamy  in  the  Territo- 
ries as  a  crime  by  imprisonment  for  five  years, 
is  intepded  by  this  act  to  be  suspended  indefi- 
nitely in  the  Supreme  Court  on  error  or  upon 
certificate  of  the  judge  trying  the  case.  That 
act  has  been  disregarded  and  trampled  under 
foot  and  treated  with  contempt,  ever  since  its 
enactment,  by  the  people  of  a  certain  Territory 
of  this  Union,  and  for  the  first  time  in  our 
history,  now  that  they  are  being  brought  to 
trial  and  judgment,  a  proposition  is  made  to 
hang  up  indefinitely  the  whole  case  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

I  know  the  gentleman  may  say  that  the  cases 
may  be  advanced  upon  the  docket  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  brought  to  trial.  It  is  not 
required  that  they  shall  be  advanced.  My 
motion  is  to  strike  out  that  line  which  pro- 
Tides  for  appeal-  or  error  in  cases  involving 
penitentiary  offenses,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
court,  according  to  the  declared  purpose  of  this 
bill.  Speedy  justice  is  deemed  essential  by  all 
enlightened  people.  The  judges  of  the  court 
have  moved  in  that  spirit,  when  they  have 
suggested  the  propriety  of  further  restricting 
their  appellate  jurisdiction.  And  now,  by 
this  section  as  it  stands,  we  make  it  the  duty 
of  every  circuit  jud^e  and  every  court  of  the 
Territories  in  the  United  States  to  certify  a  cose 
up,  and  if  they  (ail  to  do  so,  we  charge  upon  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  duty  of  allow- 
mg  a  writ  of  error  in  all  cases  if  there  is  an 
appearance  of  error  in  the  record.  The  effect 
^ill  be  as  I  have  stated.  Qeutlemen,  of  course, 
if  they  think  these  cases  ought  to  be  brought 
up,  if  they  think  this  statute  ought  to  be  further 
suspended,  can  bring  them  np  by  rejecting  the 
amendment 

It  is  not  important  that  I  should  inquire 
whether  any  indictments  are  yet  pending  under 
the  act  of  1862.  The  effect  of  this  bill  is  to  sus- 
pend final  action  upon  every  case  indefinitely 
in  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is  for  the  House  to 
act  upon  tho  matter.  I  belie ve,  myself)  that 
but  for  the  condition  of  things  that  arose  in 
one  of  the  Territories  a  bill  would  not  have 
been  introduced  and  referred  originally  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  where  it  is  now 
pending,  covering  this  very  question.  That 
committee  has  not  yet  reported.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  say  what  their  action  will  be.  I  refer 
only  to  this  section  touching  the  Territories. 
The  committee  may  be  of  opinion,  the  major- 
ity of  them,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  appeal 
or  a  writ  of  error  allowed,  as  the  case  may 
be,  iu  all  these  cases,  and  they  may  so  report 
to  the  House.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
occasion  for  any  great  haste,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  your  law  of  1862,  until  within  the 
last  year,  has  been  treated  with  absolute  con- 
tempt in  one  of  the  Territories  of  this  Union, 
and  no  man  has  been  brought  to  punishment 
under  it,  although  it  is  notorious  to  the  whole 
country  that  many  there  are  guilty.  I  am 
aware  that  they  call  their  system  '^polyg 
amy."  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  BuTLEu]  is  aware  that  that  is  the  correct 
use  of  the  word,  as  indicated  iu  our  own  stat- 
ute of  1862  by  the  term  **  bigamy."  I  believe 
the  revised  statutes  of  his  own  State  have  cor- 
rected that  corruption,  and  they  very  properly 
call  this  offense  bigamy.    It  means  simply  a 


plurality  of  wives,  contrary  to  the  require- 
ments of  law.  If  this  line  I  have  asked  to 
be  stricken  out — and  the  question  before  the 
House  is  simply  upon  striking  out  the  words 
'^  or  to  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary" — is 
stricken  out,  the  bill  referred  by  this  House 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  will  remain 
pending;  and  it  may  be  that  after  due  consid- 
eration the  judgment  of  the  House  will  be  that 
such  cases  should  all  be  brought  up  and  sus- 
pended in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  those 
offenses  against  the  conscience  of  this  nation, 
and  against  the  law  of  this  people,  shall  go  on 
indefinitely  and  defiantly  for  the  next  ten  yeard 
as  they  have  done  daring  the  past  ton  years. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything  m  the 
existing  circumstances  that  surround  us  that 
makes  it  needful  that  this  statute  of  1862  should 
be  evaded  in  this  way,  nor  do  I  believe,  as  I  inti- 
mated in  the  outset,  that  the  administration  of 
justice  requires  that  mere  penitentiary  offenses 
shall  be  brought  up  for  review  before  tho 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
BoTLBR,]  in  his  remarks  yesterday,  said  very 
properly,  upon  the  question  of  extending  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  over 
the  District  of  Columbia,  that  the  suitors  here 
had  five  judges  in  the  court  of  final  resort  to 
decide  all  questions  that  might  arise  there,  and 
that  there  was  something  of  security  in  this 
* '  multitude  of  counselors. ' '  I  quite  agree  with 
the  gentleman  in  that  remark;  and  in  your 
Territories  you  have  three  judges  to  finally 
decide  upon  all  questions  that  may  arise  upon 
the  record  in  penitentiary  offenses  before  any 
of  the  district  courts  of  those  Territories.  I 
think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  gives  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories  quite  as  much  security 
as  the  people  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  any  of 
the  States  of  this  Union,  (I  say  this  without 
intending  the  slightest  disrespect  to  any  of 
the  judges  who  have  presided  in  the  circuit  or 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,)  although 
no  general  review  in  error  has  hitherto  been 
allowed.  I  hope  the  House  will  sustain  the 
amendment 

Mr.  BUTLBR,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  oper- 
ation of  this  amendment  I  need  not  say  to 
the  lawyers  of  the  House  that  heretofore,  while 
there  has  been  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
in  cases  in  this  District  involving  $1,000  or 
more,  and  in  a  State,  as  a  matter  of  right,  in 
cases  where  $2,000  or  more  were  involved, 
there  has  never  been  any  process  by  which 
any  question  of  law  in  a  criminal  case,  capital 
or  other,  could  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  except  where  the 
circuit  and  district  judges  were  divided  in 
opinion  if  they  happened  to  sit  together ;  and 
there  is  no  provision  by  which  any  question  of 
criminal  law  can  be  broneht  at  all  from  any 
Territory  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

That  being  the  state  of  things,  the  com- 
mittee, aft^r  A^r  ▼^■T  great  core  and  consult- 
ation, agreed  on  this  provision :  that  where  a 
case  is  tried  in  the  circuit  court,  and  the  judge 
thinks  that  a  question  of  law  has  arisen,  either 
doubtful  or  important  to  bring  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States :  where 
the  judge  sitting  alone  is  in  doubt,  he  may 
certify  me  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  when 
the  crime  charged  is  punishable  with  death,  or 
is  one  to  which  any  other  infamous  punishment 
is  affixed;  and  I  assume  that  imprisonment  in 
the  penitentiary  is  an  infamous  punishment 
Wo  provide  further,  that  where  the  judge,  for 
any  reason,  will  not  certify  the  cose  up,  an 
important  question  of  law  being  raised  there 
on  b^  either  party,  the  party  may  put  his 
question  of  law  upon  the  record  and  tnen  ask 
a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  to  say  whether  that  question  of  law  is 
of  sufficient  importance  and  doubt  to  be  heard 
by  the  Supreme  Court;  and  if  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  his  official 
responsibility,  will  say  that  a  writ  of  error 
ought  to  be  allowed  because  the  question  is 


doubtful  or  important,  then  the  case  may  come 
up  as  on  appeal.  This  bill  gives  no  appeal  in 
sueh  a  case  as  a  matter  of  right;  ancf  if  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  cannot  protect 
themselves  from  too  much  business  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  relating  to  this  class  of 
cases,  it  is  their  fault,  not  ours.  I  think  that  a 
question  of  imprisonment  for  ten  years^  or  for 
life,  in  the  penitentiary  is  of  far  higher  import- 
ance than  a  question  involving  $2,000  or 
$5,000.  I  think  that  tho  liberty  of  citizens 
of  this  country  is  far  beyond  any  question  of 
dollars. 

Now,  my  friend  firom  Ohio  [Mr.  Binoham] 
argues  the  question  in  two  ways-^ — 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  debate  has  been  closed  upon 
this  bill,  and  that  further  discussion  is  not  in 
order.  My  object  is  to  get  on  with  the  appro- 
priation bills.  If  I  am  correct  in  ray  point,  I 
will  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
allow  this  bill  to  go  over  until  to  morrow,  or 
to  take  a  vote  upon  it  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  Massachusetts.  I  assure 
the  gentleman  that  he  had  better  let  the  bill  go 
through  now.  In  that  way  he  will  get  more 
time  for  his  appropriation  bill  than  otherwise. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  wish  to  antag- 
onize the  gentleman,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
debate  has  closed  upon  the  bill,  and  that  it  is 
irregular  to  reopen  it 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  lam 
entitled  to  my  closing  hour,  I  suppose. 

Tho  SPEAEEB.  Debate  is  proceeding  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  gentleman  will  state 
when  he  will  conclude 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will  get 
through  when  the  time  allowed  for  debate  is 
closed. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  According  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  debate  has  already  closed. 
The  discussion  is  now  proceeding  by  general 
consent.  Will  the  gentleman  be  through  in 
ten  minutes? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
will  gain  any  time  on  his  appropriation  bill  by 
cutting  us  short  in  this  way. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  not  to  be  deterred 
by  a  threat  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  not 
threatening. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  gentleman  can  get 
through  in  ten  minutes  I  have  no  objection  to 
his  proceeding.  I  wish  to  consult  his  con- 
venience as  well  as  ^hat  of  the  House.  I  have 
in  my  charge  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
and  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  jpress  it.  If  the  gen- 
tleman can  get  through  in  ten  minutes,  I  will 
withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassaehusetU.  I  will 
get  through  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Does  the  gentleman  think 
he  can  get  through  in  ten  minutes? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
think  I  will  take  any  more  than  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  gentleman  will 
say  he  will  not  take  any  more  than  ten  min- 
utes I  will  not  interpose  objection. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
see  OS  I  get  along. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Then  I  object,  and  move 
to  go  to  bu6in»*8S  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  In  that 
case  this  vote  will  be  taken  by  yeas  anS  nays, 
and  that  will  take  more  than  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  gentleman  will  go 
through  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  I  will  not 
object,  but  I  want  this  matter  brought  to  a 
conclusion,  so  we  may  get  to  other  business. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
propose  to  be  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  gentleman  says  he 
will  not  be  fifteen  minutes  I  do  not  object  to 
his  proceeding. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassaehusetU.  I  would 
have  finished  before  now  if  the  gentleman  had 
not  interrupted  me. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  do  not  know  about  that 
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Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MMsochTisetts.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  was  abont  saying  that  the  gentJe- 
man  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bikoham]  has  made  «a 
argament  in  two  forms,  bat  his  great  argu- 
ment is  to  prejudice,  and  that  prejudice  is 
against  the  Mormons.  I  may  admit  that  the 
acts  of  the  Mormons  are  bad,  bat  they  are  not 
worse  than  murder.  The  gentleman  agrees 
that  we  may  provide  in  case  a  man  commits 
murder  he  shall  have  the  right  to  be  heard  in 
his  defense  before  the  Supreme  Court  on  ques- 
tions of  law ;  and  if  a  man  commits  polygamy, 
I  think  he  should  have  the  same  right. 

And  I  wish  to  set  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
right  on  one  point  he  has  made,  as  well  as  the 
House  and  the  country.  '  He  has  cited  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1862  against  polygamy.  Now, 
I  wish  to  say  there  has  never  been  a  prosecu- 
tion under  that  act,  nor  even  an  indictment. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.     I  never  said  there  was. 

Mr.  B  UTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Then  we 
are  not  interfering  with  the  enforcement  of 
that  act. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.     But  we  may  enforce  it. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  Let  my  colleague  inform 
us  how  it  can  be  said,  then,  that  that  act  has 
been  defined,  when  there  has  been  no  move* 
ment  to  put  it  into  execution? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Gkntlemen  need  not  un- 
dertake to  determine  the  question  of  fact  in  the 
Territory  whether  there  h  iS  been  any  endeavor 
to  enforce  the  act  of  1862;  for  it  is  notorious 
to  the  country  that  until  la^t  year  the  courts 
and  all  their  officials  there  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  dominant  party  in  Utah. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Be  it  so 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  stated,  that 
the  courts  of  that  Territory  have  been  under 
the  control  of  the  Mormon  people.  I  do  not 
know  how  soon  that  people  will  get  control  of 
the  courts  in  that  Territory  again.  If  I  should 
happen  to  go  down  there  1  wish  to  have  a 
chance,  should  I  be  accused  there,  to  get  a 
trial.  I  wish  to  get  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  I  want  everv  man  tried 
and  puninhed,  but  I  wish  him  tried  and  pun- 
ished according  to  law.  When  a  man  can  get 
a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  say  that  the 
Supreme  Court  ought  to  hear  the  case,  I  wish 
him  to  have  the  privilege  of  having  the  case 
heard  when  it  involves  his  personal  liberty.  I 
wish  that  right  for  every  man  in  the  United 
States.  I  wish  the  House  to  understand  this 
bill  does  not  allow  an  appeal  in  criminal  cases 
as  a  right  even,  but  requires  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  pass  on  the  question 
whether  there  is  any  question  of  law  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  be  tried  before  the 
Supreme  Court  before  it  can  be  allowed  to  be 
done.  If  no  judge  will  pass  on  that,  then  there 
is  no  writ  of  error. 

Suppose  any  errors  in  matter  of  law  affect- 
ing liberty  and  life  are  committed  down  in 
Utah — for  I  am  willing  to  take  this  matter 
by  the  horns — what  have  the  men  of  Utah 
done  that  they  should  not  be  tried  acoording 
to  law?  What  great  crime  have  they  com- 
mitted that  they  should  not  enjoy  the  right 
to  have  the  highest  court*  in  their  country 
pass  on  the  legal  effect  of  what  they  have 
done?  What  have  they  done  that  they  are 
to  be  shut  out  of  the  halls  of  justice  with  lib- 
erty and  life  at  stake?  Do  you  waqt  peace 
down  there?  I  think  the  moment  their  cases 
are  heard  before  the  Supreme  Court  and  de- 
cided there  will  be  a  universal  submission  to 
that  decision.  They  will  feel  then  they  have 
had  justice  and  fair  administration  of  the  law, 
that  they  have  had  a  fair  hearing  before  the 
highest  tribunal,  and  everything  will  be  pacifi- 
cated,  and  everything  calmed  down,  and  quiet 
within  the  law  restored  down  there.  Noth- 
ing so  stirs  the  passions  of  men  as  a  sense  of 
injustice  done.  Nothing  so  stirs  the  feelings 
of  men  as  to  feel  they  are  to  be  interfered 
with  improperly  and  without  cause  in  what 
they  deem  their  rights.  Feeling  that  is  their 
condition  you  can  easily  see  why  every  ele- 
ment of  society  should  be  stirred  in  Utah. 
Bal  lei  their  oaseSf  ander  the  law  of  the 


United  States,  or  of  the  Territories,  if  im- 
portant principles  are  involved,  be  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  will,  as  they  ought,  submit. 
Before  men  are  put  in  the  penitentiary  let 
their  cases  in  matter  of  law  be  heard  though 
we  should  require  ten  more  judges  to  do  the 
business.  Why  we  are  in  this  position :  guard- 
ing carefully  the  right  of  appeal,  just  escaping 
the  allowing  of  everybody  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  appeal  upon  any  case  of  $2,000 — 
when  the  House  divided  upon  it  the  vote  was 
pretty  nearly  equal^-and  yet  we  are  discussing 
the  question  whether  a  man  sent  to  State 
prison  for  life,  who  may  have  everything  dear 
to  him  at  stake,  who  would  perhaps  rather  be 
hanged  than  have  that  punishment  put  upon 
him — whether  he  shall  or  shall  not  nave  this 

Erivilege  of  even  asking  to  have  his  case  heard 
efore  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
Let  me  say  to  gentlemen  that  we  have  long 
enough  put  property  in  the  court  before  per- 
sonal rights  and  personal  liberty.  I  am  sure 
that  the  judges  of  the  United  States  can 
protect  themselves  against  perilous  questions 
under  this  bill.  I  speak  here  in  tavor  of 
the  personal  liberties  of  men,  of  the  right 
when  a  man's  liberties  have  been  taken  away 
by  any  inferior  court  of  having  the  highest 
court  pass  upon  the  important  and  doubtful 
questions  involved,  where  he  says  there  is 
involved  a  (question  of  law  of  importance,  and 
which  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
certify  to  be  a  question  of  importance.  And 
I  pray  gentlemen  of  this  House  to  let  no  pre- 
iudice  interfere  with  this  high  right.  I  pray 
the  attention  of  the  lawyers  of  the  House  to 
this.  Does  it  not  strike  aeainst  the  first  idea 
of  justice  that  a  man  ma^  oe  put  in  the  peni- 
tentiary by  any  three  judicial  missionaries  we 
choose  to  send  into  the  Territories,  without 
any  power  of  having  the  Supreme  Court  pass 
upon  the  question  affecting  himself  in  his  per- 
son and  his  liberty,  involving  infamous  punish- 
ment to  himself,  and  more  unhappily  to  his 
wife  aod  his  children  for  generations?  I  crave 
that  much  of  the  House,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
my  friend  from  California,  [Mr.  Sargent,]  who 
has  given  me  sufficient  time  to  enable  me  to 
say  B(y  much.     I  call  for  the  vote. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Binoham*8 
amendment,  there  were — ayes   eleven,   noes 
not  counted. 
So  the  amendttient  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  desire  to  make  a  report  from  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SAIiGENT.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  is  the  special  order  to-day, 
after  the  morning  hour,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  I  suppose  that  in  making  a  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawbs] 
does  not  necessarily  require  it  to  oe  considered 
at  the  present  time. 

The  SPEAKEB.  The  Chair  requests  the 
attention  of  the  House  that  an  understand- 
ing may  be  come  to  as  to  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawes]  rises-  to  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  upon  a  special  resolution 
of  examination  in  regard  to  the  affi\irs  of  the 
Treasury  Department  relating  to  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  recent  loan.  It  was  printed  and 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  accompanied 
with  a  resolution  for  the  action  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  please 
indicate  what  he  desires  to  do. 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  desire  to  hare  the  Houe 


come  to  a  vote  upon  the  rasoIaUon.  It 
be  apparent  that  while  this  matter  Is  pendi^ 
over  toe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  his  bands 
are  tied  on  a  very  important  and  eerions  mat- 
ter. I  desire  simply  to  get  an  expreaaion  of 
the  opinion  of  the  House  at  the  earliest  posi- 
ble  moment.  I  will  say  further  that  I  do  not 
desire  to  interfere  with  the  a]>proprialion  tells. 
There  is  no  roan  who  appreciates  foa&n  than  I 
do  the  necessity  of  getting  those  bills  throuh, 
or  who  is  more  pleased  with  the  saooese  tni 
far  in  that  object  of  the  gentlenaeii  having 
them  in  charge.  If  the  House  will  indnlfe  the 
Committee  ofWays  and  Means  with  a  very  sh^t 
time,  I  think  we  can  dispose  of  this  m^lec, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  will  interfere  with  ths 
Committee  on  Appropriations  again. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  I  believe  the  matter  whiek 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  deares 
to  bring  before  the  House  is  of  oonsiderable 
importance,  but  I  wish  to  know  how  rau^  time 
will  be  occupied  before  a  final  rote  can  be 
reached  upon  it  before  I  consent. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  would  depend  entire^ 
upon  other  gentlemen  rather  than  npon  mjselL 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  ready  to  ssb- 
mit  the  matter  to  a  vote  of  the  Hooseupon  the 
report  of  the  committee.  If  other  gentlemen 
desire  time,  they  will  themselTss  signifiy  what 
is  their  wish. 

Mr.  KERB.  We  upon  this  side  of  the  HeuM 
are  not  willing  to  consent  that  this  matter 
should  be  called  up  now,  and  that  the  disoss- 
sion  should  be  limited  to  any  brief  period  of 
time.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  ahset 
it.  It  is  as  important  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  to  the  interests  of  the  eomitry 
that  it  should  be  fully  diecnssed  as  It  can  be 
desired  by  any  gentleman  here  that  it  shall  be 
so  discussed.  We  only  want  reasonable  time 
for  discussion,  and  I  cannot  say  now  how  muefa 
might  be  neocessary  for  us  to  have  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  consent 
to  any  limitation  that  will  out  off  reasonable 
debate. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  desire  to  cnt  off 
reasonable  debate,  nor  do  I  desire  to  inter- 
fere with  debate  at  all.  It  is  the  gentlemes 
who  represent  the  appropriations  who  desire 
to  have  a  limit.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
while  I  am  ready  to  submit  the  question  to  the 
House  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  have 
no  desire  to  cut  off  my  associates  on  the  eom- 
mittee  on  so  important  a  matter  as  this  is. 

Mr.  KERR.     It  must  be  apparent  to  the 
whole  House  that  we  upon  this  side  cannot 
consent  to  submit  this  question  to  the  House 
on  the  report  of  the  committee,  becanse  the 
minority  of  the  committee  having  submitted  to 
the  House  no  report,  have  no  remedy  left  but 
a  personal  presentation  of  their  views  upon 
the  floor.    Now,  we  mast  have  time  to  do  that, 
and  the  House  may  desire  after  we  have  pre- 
sented our  views  to  have  further  time  for  othei 
gentlemen  to  be  beard.     I  think  the  question 
is  one  of  such  importance  that  there  should  be 
no  attempt  made  to  limit  debate  upon  it  withia 
any  very  narrow  range.     I  agree  thai  the 
Indian  appropViation  bill  is  a  very  important 
bill,  but  the  whole  session  is  before  the  gentle- 
man from  California  and  there  is  no  epeeial 
opposition  being  made  to  his  bill.     I  have  no 
doubt  when  it  is  reached  again  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  it  can  be  speedily  disposed 
of.     Moreover,  if  we  pass  it  now,  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  Senate  proceeding  at  any  early 
day  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  SAROENT.  I  would  have  no  dh}eelioii 
at  all  to  giving  up  to-day  to  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  if  I  felt  certain  that  to-morrow 
I  could  proceed  with  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  can 
get  through  with  this  matter  to-day. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  If  it  is  the  understandiog 
that  the  vote  shall  be  taken  before  the  adjourn- 
ment to-night  I  will  give  way  entirely. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.     Let  me  tug 

fest  to  the  gentleman  who  has  ohat|[e  of  the 
ndian  approprttttion  bill  that  yiif  saoieot  is  a 
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lunch  more  important  one  find  inyolves  higher 
public  interests  than  that  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  think  from  what  has  been 
Baid  upon  the  other  side  of  ibe  Honse  that  we  can 
set  through  with  this  matter  to  day,  o^at  least 
caH  the  previous  questioQ  before  we  adjoarn. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  desire  to  saj  one  word. 
While  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion further  than  to  submit  my  views  as  one 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  do  not 
expect  to  take  very  long  in  so  doing,  I  think 
it  would  be  very  difficult  for  us  to  agree  to  any 
hour  when  the  discussion  shall  close.  It  is 
very  well  known  that  the  future  action  of  the 
Secretary  in  regard  to  thousands  of  millions 
of  public  loan  will  depend  upon  the  action  of 
the  House,  and  he  is  extremely  anxious  to 
know  at  the  earliest  possible  day  what  the 
Action  of  the  House  may  be.  I  can  only  say 
that  in  the  presentation  of  my  views  I  shall 
occupy  as  short  a  time  as  possible. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  ask 
^vhether  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  the  members  of  that  committee  who  have 
this  matter  in  charge,  are  ready  to  proceed  with 
tfae  debate  now,  or  whether  it  would  facilitate 
the  discussion  of  the  matter  to  fix  upon  some 
Tutu  re  day  for  its  consideration?  Are  they 
ready  to  go  on  now  ? 

Mr.  KEKR.  I  believe  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  are  ready  to  proceed  now,  and 
1  prefer  to  go  on  to-day. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  I  am  con- 
tent that  the  subject  shall  come  np  to-day 
i  f  there  can  be  any  limit  to  debate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  it  shall  be  understood 
that  before  the  adjournment  the  previous  ques- 
tion shall  be  considered  as  seconded  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  way. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
tie  down  the  minority. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  not  tying  down  the 
tninority  any  more  than  the  majority. 

Mr.  COX.  Let  us  see  how  the  debate  runs, 
and  what  disposition  there  is  on  the  part  of 
members  to  purticipate  in  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Upon  a  subject  so  im- 
portant a  nigbt  session  would  not  be  out  of 
the  way ;  and  then  there  would  be  a  chance  to 
run  till  twelve  or  one  o'clock  to-night 

Mr.  COX.  The  Indian  appropriation  bill 
could  run  in  a  night  session  as  well  as  this 
subject. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  With  that  noderstanding 
I  will  give  way ;  otherwise  I  want  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  consideration  of  this  report  at 
this  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  What  is  the  nnderstand- 
ing  the  gentleman  desires  the  Chair  to  enforce? 
Mr.  SARGENT.  I  propose  that  at  the  hour 
of  adjournment  to-day  the  previous  question 
shall  be  considered  as  ordered  on  this  subject 
Otherwise  I  will  raise  the  question  of  con* 
sideration  on  this  report,  as  I  desire  to  move 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  KERR.  What  wonld  be  the  effect  of 
that  on*  the  continuance  of  the  debate  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeihan  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Dawks]  making  this  report 
would  be  entitled  to  one  hour  to  close  this 
debate  to-morrow  immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  Journal. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  House 
should  have  an  evening  session  after  a  recess 

this  afternoon 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour's  debate  in 
close  would  follow  immediately  the  ordering 
of  the  main  question. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  believe  it  is  my  doty  to 
object  to  the  arrangement  proposed. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  Sakobst]  raises  the  question 
of  considering  this  report  at  this  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Upon  that  I  suppose  I  may 
say  a  word. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  doubts  if  the 
question  is  debatable.  The  very  object  of 
raising  the  question  is  to  avoid  debate. 
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The  question  was  taken  upon  considering 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means ;  and  upon  a  division  there  were — ayes 
eighty -two. 

Before  the  noes  were  counted, 
.  Mr.  SARGENT  said:  I  will  not  insist  upon 
any  further  count.  I  will  make  one  remark :  I 
have  tried  to  go  on  with  my  appropriation  bill, 
and  will  resume  it  at  the  earliest  moment 

Mr.  DAWES.    And  I  will  help  yon. 

CIIINBSB  INDBMNITT  FUND. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  Before 
the  House  proceeds  with  the  consideration  of 
this  subject,  I  desire  to  say  that  on  the  desks 
of  all  the  members  of  this  House  this  morning 
is  found  a  communication,  fragmentary  and 
incomplete,  in  reference  to  the  disposition  of 
what  IS  called  the  Chinesa  indemnity  fund. 
It  is  altogether  improper,  and  calculated  to 
prejudice  the  House  in  the  consideration  of 
the  question.  I  am  told  that  measures  are 
beiug  taken  to  present  it  to  the  House.  I 
merelv  wish,  in  deference  to  those  i>er8ons  who 
have  legitimate  claims  upon  that  fund,  to  ask 
the  House  to  suspend  its  judgment  until  that 
action  is  taken  in  a  proper  manner. 

NBGOTIATION  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 

of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means,   recommending  the  adoption  of  the 

following  resolution  : 

Retolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houie  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasair.  in  neitotiatinf  the  losn 
aathoriied  by  the  act  of  July  14, 1870,  has  neither 
iooroMed  the  bonded  debt  nor  inoarred  an  expendi- 
ture contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  enter  a  motion  to 
recommit  this  resolution  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  offer  a  substitute  for 
the  resolution  reported. 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  will  hear  it  resd. 

The  Clerk  read  the  proposed  substitute  as 

follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  andMeana 
be  instructed  to  report  the  bill  before  them  prohibit- 
ioK  all  oommiasiont,  deduetions.  or  oompensation  of 
any  kind  to  aoy  person  for  the  sale^  negotiation,  and 
ezobange  of  United  States  securities,  and  prohibit- 
inir  the  employment  of  any  agent  except  a  proper 
officer  of  the  Treaaary  Department  for  such  sale, 
negotiation,  and  exchange. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  cannot  admit  that  now. 
On  the  4th  of  December  last  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
[Mr.  Cox]  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

WhcMsa  it  is  alleged  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary,  in  placing  the  newly  authorised  five 
per  cent,  bonds  upon  the  market,  has,  in  defiance  of 
the  law  creating  them,  increased  the  public  bonded 
debt,  and  has  exceeded  the  one  half  of  one  per 
ceaL  allowed  by  the  funding  act  for  all  expenses  in 
placing  said  loan :  Therefore, 

Ee«olved.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  investigate  the  said  transaction,  and 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
report  the  amoant  of  such  increase  of  the  bonded 
debt,  if  any,  the  agents  employed  and  paid  by  him 
for  the  services  rendered,  all  contracts  pertaiBing 
to  the  same,  and  the  sums  paid  to  said  agents. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  resolution 
wasnotadopted  by  the  House,  but  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  con- 
sideration. The  committee  invited  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  before  them,  and  heard 
both  so  far  as  they  desired  to  be  heard.  The 
committee  found  no  dispute  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  and  the  Secretary 
as  to  the  facts;  and  the  conclusion  of  law  to 
which  the  committee  have  arrived  is  embodied 
in  the  resolution  which  has  been  read  at  the 
Clerk's  desk.  The  reasons  which  led  them  to 
that  conclusion  are  stated  in  the  report,  which 
was  presented  some  days  ago,  and  which  is  on 
the  table  of  every  member.  Assuming  that 
upon  a  subject  so  grave,  affecting  the  integrity 
ot  one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Government, 
every  member  has  read  the  report,  the  commit 
tee,  unless  something  should  be  said  in  debate 
to  which  they  may  deem  it  proper  to  reply,  are 
ready  to  take  the  vote  upon  the  resolution. 


Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether  it  is  understood 
that  after  I  shall  have  made  my  statement  on 
this  subject  my  colleague  on  the  committee, 
the  geoiieman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Bkck,] 
shall  then  be  heard? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  usual  cus- 
tom is  for  speakers  on  opposite  sides  to  alter- 
nate. I  have  no  special  desire  in  regard  to 
the  matter.  If  my  two  colleagues  on  the  com- 
mittee have  any  preference  that  one  shall  fol- 
low the  other,  I  do  not  know  that  there  will 
be  any  objection. 

Mr.  BECK.  As  we  have  not  presented  our 
views  in  theform  of  a  minority  report,  and  as 
our  views  may  vary  somewhat,  it  would  be 
fairer  for  the  House  to  hear  what  each  of  us 
has  to  say  before  the  discussion  on  the  other 
side  begins. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  matter  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  House.  I  see  no  objection  myself 
to  allowing  gentlemen  to  occupy  the  time 
in  that  way  if  the  Speaker  recognizes  the 
arrangement. 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  recognizing  the 
importance  of  this  subject,  in  its  investiga- 
tion my  sole  aim  has  been  to  arrive  at  abso- 
lutely correct  and  just  conclusions.  Under  a 
sense  of  duty,  I  have  given  the  subject  an  nn- 
nartisan  and  judicial  examination.  I  have  no 
aesire  to  condemn  official  action  of  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  if  it  is  right  and  in 
accordance  with  the  law.  Therefore,  in  this 
matter,  so  far  as  I  can  approve  the  conduct 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  shall  do  so 
with  pleasure.  All  the  facts  I  state  shall  be 
nearly  as  possible  official  and  exact.  I  pro- 
ceed, then,  first  to  inquire  whether  the  Secre- 
tary has,  in  the  process  of  refunding  thepublic 
debt,  increased  the  bonded  debt  contrary  to 
law.  It  is  conceded  by  the  Secretary  that  it 
has  been  temporarily  increased  to  the  extent 
of  $185,000,000.  But  it  is  claimed  by  him 
that  this  involved  no  violation  of  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  law.  The  law  specific- 
ally declares  that  *'  nothing  in  this  act,  or  in 
any  other  law  now  in  force,  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  any  increase  whatever  of  the 
bonded  debt  of  the  United  States.''  This  lan- 
guage is  imperative,  and  apparently  unambig- 
uous. Still,  in  order  to  determine  its  precise 
meaning,  it  is  proper  to  consider  the  entire 
act,  and  the  general  aim  and  policy  of  Con- 
gress in  its  enactment. 

The  great  object  of  the  law  is  to  accomplish 
the  refunding  of  $1,500,000,000  of  existing 
bonded  debt  by  substituting  new  bonds  bearing 
lower  rates  of  interest  for  the  old  bonds.  The 
new  bonds  must  be  sold  *'for  not  less  than 
their  par  value  for  coin.''  The  proceeds  must 
be  used  alone  in  redemption  of  the  old  bonds. 
This  substitution  can  only  be  practically  effect- 
ed in  one  or  the  other  of  two  ways:  first, 
by  the  actual  exchange  of  new  bonds  for  old, 
dollar  for  dollar,  **par  for  par."  This  mode 
of  substitution  is  wholly  impracticable  to  any 
material  extent.  The  difference  in  interest 
between  the  old  and  new  bonds  will  forever 
prevent  their  voluntary  exchange.  Holders 
will  not  voluntarily  surrender  a  security  beat  ing 
a  higher,  for  one  bearing  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 
Then,  secondly,  the  only  mode  left  is  to 
accomplish  the  substitution  by  the  eaie  of  the 
new  bonds' at  par,  and  the  redemption  of  old 
bonds  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale.  I'his  is 
practicable  and  lawful.  But,  of  neceasity,  the 
sale  must  precede  the  redempiioo,  and  every 
sale  adds  so  much  to  the  amount  of  the  bonded 
debt,  until  after  the  lapse  of  time  an  equal 
amount  of  the  old  debt  is  redeemed.  When 
can  this  latter  event  happen  7  How  and  when, 
under  the  law,  can  the  Secretary  compel  the 
presentation  for  redemption  of  such  an  amount 
of  the  old  bonds  ?  To  render  the  answer  clear, 
I  will  cite  section  four  of  the  act  of  Jul^  14, 
1870,  to  authorize  the  refunding  of  the  national 
debt.     It  provides  that — 

**  The  Seor«tary  of  the  Trtaturj  is  hereby  antbor- 
issd.  with  any  soin  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Uaitad 
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StatM  which  he  may  lawfully  apply  to  tueh  purpose, 
or  which  may  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  any  of  the 
bonds,  the  issue  of  which  is  provided  for  in  this  aoL 
to  pay  at  par  and  cancel  any  six  per  cent,  bonds  of 
the  United  States  of  the  kind  known  as  five-twenty 
bonds,  which  have  become,  or  8hal  I  hereafter  become 
redeemable  by  the  terms  of  their  issue.  Bat  the 
particular  bonds  so  to  bo  paid  and  canceled  shall 
in  all  oases  be  indicated  and  specified  by  class,  date, 
and  number,  in  the  order  of  their  numbers  and  issue, 
beginning  with  the  first  numbered  and  issued,  in 
public  notice  to  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  in  three  months  after  the  date  of  such 
public  notice  the  interest  on  the  bonds  so  selected 
and  advertised  to  be  paid  shall  cease." 

It  results  from  this  section  that  the  interest 
on  the  old  bonds  cannot  be  made  to  cease 
until  three  months  after  the  date  of  the  notice; 
and,  therefore,  that  the  Secretary  had  no  power 
in  any  sense  whatever  to  require  the  present- 
ation of  the  old  bonds  for  redemption  in  any 
shorter  period  than  three  months.  It  is  also 
fairly  deducible  from  the  entire  law  that  he 
had  no  right  to  issue  such  a  notice  until  rea- 
sonably certain  arrangements  had  been  made 
by  sale  of  new  bonds  to  enable  him  to  redeem 
the  old  bonds  at  the  expiration  of  the  notice. 
Bat  this  could  not  be  done  without  a  tem- 
porary increase  in  the  bonded  debt.  In  other 
words,  it  is  simply  impossible  that  the  busi- 
ness of  refunding  can  proceed  eflfectively  with- 
out temporarily  increasing  the  bonded  debt. 
Can  it  be  assumed  that  it  is  the  true  intent 
of  the  law  that  refunding  shall  only  be  ac- 
complished by  the  actual  exchange  of  old 
for  new  bonds,  **par  for  par?"  Certainly 
not,  because  throughout  the  act  it  is  made 
his  duty  to  sell  the  new  bonds  and  redeem 
the  old,  using  the  proceeds  of  the  former  as 
a  sacred  fund  dedicated  to  the  latter  purpose 
alone.  1  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  true 
aim  and  intent  of  the  law  is  to  forbid  the 
permanent  increase  of  the  public  bonded  debt 
in  the  process  of  refunding,  not  its  unavoid- 
able temporary  increase.  As  the  work  of 
refunding  progresses,  it  appears  to  be  the 
intelligent  aim  of  the  law  tbat  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  new  bonds  shall  stand  in  spe- 
cial pledge  against  the  inevitable  increase  in 
the  bonded  debt  until  an  equal  amount  of 
the  old  debt  can  be  in  fact  redeemed,  and  the 
equilibrium  restored.  After  a  very  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject,  I  feel  clear  in  the 
conclusion  that  there  has  been  in  legal  effect 
no  increase  in  the  bonded  debt  contrary  to 
law,  resulting  from  the  mere  fact  that  new 
bonds  have  been  sold  before  old  bonds  in 
eqtial  amount  were  redeemed.  If,  however, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  new  bonds 
have  been  in  any  manner  diverted  or  improp- 
erly withheld  from  the  purpose  to  which  they 
are  specially  dedicated  by  the  law,  then  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  would  result.  It  is  also  to 
be  remembered  that  the  Secretary  may  make 
temporary  use  of  any  balances  in  the  Treasury 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
in  redemption  of  ttiese  old  bonds. 

I  proceed  next  to  inouire  whether  the  Secre- 
tary has  exceeded  the  law  by  expending  more 
than  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  bonds 
irefunded  in  effecting  the  new  loan.  It  is 
declared  in  section  two  that — 

**A  sum  not  exceeding  one  half  of  one  percent,  of 
the  bonds  herein  authorized  is  hereby  appropriated 
to  par  the  expense  of  preparing,  issuing,  advertising, 
and  disposing  of  the  same." 

lliis  appropriation  amounts  to  $7,500,000 
to  pay  the  entire  expense  of  refunding 
$1,600^000,000.  After  payment  of  the  cost  of 
preparing,  issuing,  and  advertising  the  bonds 
the  Secretary  has  legal  authority  to  expend 
the  residue  of  the  $7,500,000  in  effecting  the 
pale  of  the  new  bonds,  ii  must  be  held  to  be 
his  duty  under  the  law  to  see  to  it  ihat  the  cost 
of  negotiating  the  entire  loan  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  approptiated ;  and  that  the  cost  of, 
negotiating  any  distinct  part  of  it  shall  not 
exceed  the  maximum  rale  of  one  half  of  one 
per  cent.;  and  that  the  cost  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  come  up  to  that  maximum  on  any 
distinct  part  of  it  unless  it  be  reasonably  neces- 
sary to  secure  its  negotiation.  The  aggregate 
sum  that  he  could  under  any  oiicuiuKtances 


expend  in  the  negotiation  of  $200,000,000 
of  five  per  cent,  bonds  could  not,  therefore, 
lawfully  exceed  $1,000,000.  The  cost  of  pre- 
paring, issuing, and  advertising  that  part  of 
the  loan  is  estimated  by  the  Department  to  be 
about  $400,000.  I  applied  to  the  Secretary 
for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  cost  of  prepar- 
ing, issuing,  and  advertising  this  part  oi  the 
loan  ;  but  he  said  he  could  not  now  give  it. 

The  amount  actually  paid  for  negotiating 
the  sale  of  $65,775,550  of  it  was  one  quarter 
of  one  per  cent.,  or  the  sum  of  $164,438  87^. 
The  total  amount  paid  for  negotiating  the  sale 
of  the  next  $50,000,000  of  it  was  but  one 
eighth  of  one  per  cent.,  or  the  sum  of  $62,500. 
The  amount  actually  paid  under  the  contract 
with  the  **  syndicate"  for  negotiating  the  sale- 
of  the  remaining  $84,224,450  of  it  was  at  least 
$875,000,  equal  to  nearly  one  half  of  one  per 
cent,  on  that  sum.  Is  such  a  payment  jus- 
tified by  the  law?  Is  it  a  fair  and  reasonable 
compliance  with  its  terms  and  intent?  I  think 
not.  I  think  it  involves  a  clear  excess  of 
authority. 

It  is  exceedingly  important  that  the  country 
should  know  exactly  how  and  for  what  specific 
purposes  this  $400,000  was  expended.  How 
much  for  preparing  the  bonds?  How  much 
for  advertising?  How  much  was  paid  to  special 
agents,  with  or  without  authority  of  law? 
How  much  in  other  ways  not  contemplated  by 
the  terms  of  the  law,  or  by  its  framers  at  the 
time  of  its  enactment?  All  this  information 
is  for  the  present  withheld  from  us  by  the  Sec- 
retary. 

But  does  this  statement  fairly  indicate  the 
whole  amount  paid  to  the  syndicate  under  the 
contract  with  the  Secretary?  That  contract 
was  based  upon  a  consideration.  That  con- 
sideration consisted  of  all  the  stipulations  in 
the  contract.  The  obligation  oa  the  part  of 
the  Secretary  to  pay  the  syndicate  the  sums  I 
have  mentioned  was  one  part  of  those  stipula- 
tions only — was  only  a  part  of  the  considerat  ion 
or  compensation  moving  from  the  Government 
to  the  syndicate.  Another  most  important  and 
valuable  stipulation  in  the  contract  was  the 
agreement  of  the  Secretary  that  the  proceeds 
arising  fi*om  the  sale  of  the  bonds  should  remain 
on  deposit  with  the  syndicate  people  for  three 
months  or  more.  Under  the  contract,  there- 
fore, for  that  period  the  money  was  out  of  the 
legal  and  actual  control  of  the  Secretary,  if 
the  contract  in  that  respect  was  valid.  It 
amounted  to  a  loan  by  the  Secretary  to  those 
people  for  three  months  of  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  million  dollars,  without  interest, 
but  with  security. 

It  was  not  in  legal  effect,  or  in  fact,  an 
ordinary  deposit,  a  mere  sight  deposit,  of  pub- 
lic money  in  a  national  depository,  subject  at 
all  times  to  the  control  of  the  Secretary ;  but 
it  was  in  clear  legal  effect  a  time  deposit  or 
loan  for  three  months.  It  was  demanded  by 
the  syndicate  because  they  wanted  a  larger 
commission  for  negotiating  the  loan  than  that 
allowed  by  the  law,  and  because  the  use  of 
soch  a  vast  sum  of  money  for  three  months, 
without  interest,  would  be  valuable  to  them, 
and  equivalent  to  an  additional  commission 
of  one  and  a  half  or  two  per  cent,  for  nego- 
tiating the  loan.  Estimating  the  use  of  the 
money  at  only  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  the 
syndicate  would  realize  from  it  in  three 
months  $2,025,000.  This  sum,  added  to  the 
legM  commissions  received  by  the  syndicate, 
makes  the  aggregate  of  their  compensation 
under  the  law  and  the  contract  at  least 
$2,4G2,5(X).  The  same  arrangement  applied 
to  the  negotiation  of  the  remaining  $1 ,800,000,- 
000  of  the  new  loan  would  make  it  pay  in 
commissions  to  the  syndicate,  excluding  esti- 
mated cost  of  preparing,  issuing,  and  adver- 
tising, at  least  the  sum  of  $4,500,000,  and  in 
the  use  of  the  money  for  three  months  the 
further  sum  of  $19,500,000,  making  in  all  the 
magnificent  harvest  of  $24,000,000. 

1  estimate,  upon  all  the  information  I  can 
obtain  from  the  Secretary  and  other  sources 


on  the  subject,  that  the  cost  of  prepar- 
ing, issuing,  and  advertising  the  r^mainmi 
$1,300,000,000  of  the  loan  cannot  exceed 
two  milUon  dollars.  The  expense  on  fatan 
sales,  for  many  reasons,  will  be  mach  leas  rel4- 
tively  than  on  the  first  $200,000,000. 

But  in  fact,  under  the  practical  working  of 
this  mysterious  syndicate  arrangement,  the 
banks  and  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  are  guarantied  the 
use  of  these  vast  sums  for  considerably  mort 
than  three  months  without  interest.  I  iocarpo- 
rate  with  my  remarks  one  tabular  statement  of 
the  subscriptions  to  this  loan  made  bj  natiooal 
banks  and  payable  ia  certificates  of  gold  eoia 
on  deposit  in  the  Treasury,  with  the  date  and 
amount  of  each  subscription,  and  the  naaseof 
the  bank  making  the  same,  and  another  tabu- 
lar statement  of  the  amounts  and  dates  ot  sob- 
scriptions  to  the. loan  made  by  the  syndicua. 
The  subscriptions  by  the  banks  amonnt  to 
$14,877,800,  and  ruu  from  the  14th  to  the  efi4 
of  the  month  of  August,  1871;  and  those  by 
Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  amount  to  $117,518,9^,  asH 
extend  from  the  6th  to  the  end  of  the  taa« 
month,  making  together  $131,806,250. 

The  new  bonds  so  subscribed  for  bore  inter- 
est from  the  several  dates  of  snbscriptioQ, 
as  set  forth  in  these  tables.  Yet  the  inter* 
est  on  the  old  bonds  to  the  same  amonnt  of 
$131,896,250  did  not  cease  at  the  expiratioa 
of  three  months  from  the  date  of  these  seversl 
subscriptions,  because  for  some  reaaoo  the 
Secretary  did  not  issue  his  notice  to  call  ia  an 
equal  amount  of  the  old  bonds  at  once,  bet 
waited  until  September  1, 1871,  when  he  iasoed 
a  notice  (which  I  will  print  with  these  leraarki} 
calling  in  and  stopping  interest  on  $100,000  (^ 
of  old  bonds  ou  and  after  December  1,  1871. 
He  issued  a  like  notice  on  December  7,  1871, 
calling  in  and  stopping  interest  on  $20.000, OuO 
more  of  the  old  bonds  on  and  after  March  7, 
1872.  He  issued  a  like  notice  on  December 
20,  1871,  calling  in  and  stopping  interest  on 
$20,000,000  more  of  old  bonds  on  and  after 
March  29, 1872.  I  will  print  with  my  remarks 
both  these  notices. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  syndicate  in  fact 
had  the  use,  without  interest,  under  this  re~ 
markable  contract,  of  $100,000,000  for  an  aver- 
age period  of  about  three  months  and  twelve 
days,  and  of  $20,000,000  more  for  an  average 
period  of  over  six  months  and  a  half,  and  of 
the  residue  for  nearly  seven  months.  These 
startling  facts  indicate  a  policy  or  manacemeot 
that  is  to  me  inexplicable.  It  is  impressively 
clear,  however,  that  it  is  most  generously  prof- 
itable to  the  syndicate,  and  unjustly  and  unlaw- 
fully expensive  to  the  people.  It  is  still  more 
surprising,  in  view  of  the  statement  in  the 
Secretary's  notice  of  August  10, 1871,  in  which 
he  says : 

'*At  the  eommoiMment  of  each  month  nottoe  wilt 
be  givao  of  the  redouiptiou  of  an  amoant  of  boads 
equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions  in  coin  for  tb« 
preceding  month,  interest  to  cesse  in  ninety  dmji 
from  the  date  of  such  notice." 

Whv  were  not  notices  issued  in  accordance 
with  this  pledge?  Why  did  the  notice  of  Sep* 
tember  1, 1871«  embrace  but  $100,000,000  vfaeo 
at  the  date  oP  it  over  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  million  dollars  of  the  new  bonds  had  been 
in  fact  subscribed  and  paid  for?  Such  man- 
agement, I  think,  demands  the  most  emphatic 
condemnation.  It  seems  to  me  to  involve 
both  a  violation  of  the  law,  and  to  be  suscepti- 
ble of  the  greatest  abuses.  The  bevt  interests 
of  the  country  and  the  tax-payers  demand 
that  the  old  bonds  shall  be  reaeemed,  and  the 
accruing  of  interest  upon  them  stopped  in 
the  shortest  possible  period  afW  the  sale  of 
tho  new  bonds.  It  would  be  gross  injustice 
as  well  as  blundering  policy  to  aufier  both 
debts,  the  old  and  the  new,  to  bear  interest 
for  a  moment  longer  than  is  anadvoidsbleeon- 
sistently  with  the  national  honor. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  yet  fully  indi- 
cated the  measure  of  the  earnings  of  the  syn- 
dicate under  the  arrangement  in  question. 
Beside  the  profits  to  which  I  have  referred,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
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subscriptions  by  the  qrndicate  to  the  new 
bonds  are  to  remain  on  deposit  with  and  to  be 
enjoyed  and  nsed  bj  the  syndicate^  not  only , 
until  the  expiration  of  the  agreed  period  of 
three  months,  but  also  thereafter  until  they 
are  in  fact  needed  by  the  Treasury  for  the  actual 
redem  ption  of  the  old  bonds.  These  old  bonds 
come  in  for  redemption  very  slowly.  A  large 
part  of  those  called  in  by  each  successive 
notice  are,  in  fact,  not  surrendered  by  their 
holders  for  redemption  until  some  time  after 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months.  For  ex 
ample,  of  the  $100,000,000  called  in  by  the 
notice  of  September  1,  1871,  only  $86,980,800 
had  in  fact  been  redeemed  up  to  yesterday, 
although  the  interest  on  them  stopped  on 
December  1,  1871. 

Thus  it  is  demonstrated  that  at  least 
$13,019,200of  that  $100,000,000 subscribed  in 
August  last  has  been  enjoyed  and  used  by  th  e 
syndicate  ever  since  its  subscription.  1  have 
no  doubt  it  is  true  that  of  all  sums  subscribed 
by  the  syndicate  they  have  the  use,  under 
their  contract  with  the  Department,  of  the 
entire  amount  for  periods  of  time  which  aver- 
age at  least  one  month  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  limited  in  the  respective  notices 
calling  in  the  old  bonds  for  redemption.  The 
value  of  this  use  to  the  syndicate  is  worth 
millions  more  in  addition  to  what  I  have 
already  specified. 

Mr.  Si)eaker,  in  replv  to  all  these  sugges- 
tions it  is  maintained  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  that  the  Secretary  had  legal  war- 
rant to  do  all  these  things.  Where  does  he 
find  it?  It  is  not  in  the  act  to  refund  the  public 
debt  Is  it  in  the  law  relating  to  national 
banks;  if  so  it  must  be  in  section  forty-five, 
which  reads : 

**  That  all  assooiatiooB  under  this  aet.  when  deeig- 
nated  for  that  purpoflo  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  shall  he  depositories  of  pablic  money, 
except  receipts  from  oosioms,  under  sueh  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  they  may  also  be  employed  as  finan- 
cial agents  of  the  Qovernment.  and  they  shall  per- 
form all  such  reasonable  duties  as  depositories  of 
public  money  and  financial  agents  of  the  Qovern- 
mentasmay  be  required  of  them;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasurjf  shall  require  of  the  association 
thus  desiffnated  satisfactory  security,  by  the  deposit 
of  United  States  bonds  and  otherwise,  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  prompt  payment  of  the  pablic  money 
deposited  with  them,  and  for  the  faithful  perform- 
anee  of  their  duties  as  the  financial  agents  of  the 
Government." 

I  can  perceive  in  this  languaf^  no  authority 
to  make  such  a  contract.  The  duty  of  a  de- 
positary, under  thie  law,  is  simply  to  receive 
pablic  moneys  in  the  ordinary  course  of  cur- 
rent business,  and  only  on  sight  deposits,  sub- 
ject at  all  times  to  the  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  law  confers  upon  the  Secretary  no 
power  to  deposit  the  public  moneys  on  other 
conditions,  or  by  any  kind  of  contract  to  put 
them  beyond  the  control  of  the  Government 
for  a  single  day  or  hour,  or  upon  any  con- 
sideration or  terms  to  lend  them  for  any  period, 
with  or  without  interest.  If  he  may  make  a 
loan  of  public  moneys  for  a  dav,  or  for  three 
months,  he  may  for  any  perioa  that  he  may 
choose.  If  he  can  lena  to  the  syndicate,  he 
can  lend  to  any  other  person  or  combination 
of  persons.  His  contract  with  the  syndicate 
is  not  in  any  sense  a  designation  of  a  national 
bank  as  a  depository  of  public  money ;  neither 
is  that  contract  the  employment  of  a  national 
bank  as  a  financial  agent ;  nor  is  it  a  contract 
with  a  national  bank  at  all,  for  the  syndicate 
is  not  a  national  bank.  The  high  contracting 
parties  appear  to  be  the  Secretary  on  the  one 
uide  and  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  or  Jay  Cooke  & 
Co.'s  national  bank,  and  certain  foreign  banks 
and  capitaliRts  on  the  other  side,  called  the 
syndicate.  Of  exactly  what  persons  or  cor- 
porations, at  home  and  abroad,  the  syndicate 
IS  composed,  we  are  not  informed.  The  Secre- 
tary informs  us  that  the  syndicate  consists  of 
'*Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  and  others  connected  with 
them  in  this  country  and  Europe.'^ 

The  persons  in  this  country  may  be  national 
banks  or  they  may  not.  but  the  persons  in 
Europe  cannot  be.  Will  it  be  pretended  that 
under  the  law  I  have  quoted,  or  any  other  law, 


he  is  authorized  to  make  any  person  in  this 
country,  not  a  national  bank,  a  national  depos- 
itary, or  to  make  any  citizen  or  corporation  of 
any  foreign  country  a  national  depositary  under 
any  circumstances  whatever  ;  or  to  make  such 
a  contract  as  the  syndicate  contract  with  any 
person  or  institution  whom  he  could  not  des- 
ignate to  act  as  a  national  depositary  ?  Cer- 
tainly none  of  these  things  will  be  claimed. 
It  is  self-evident,  upon  the  statements  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  committee,  that  this  remark- 
able contract  was  never  intended  to  be  based 
upon  or  to  find  legal  validity  in  the  section  of 
the  banking  law  which  is  cited.  In  my  judg- 
ment, there  is  therefore  an  entire  lack  of 
authority  to  make  such  a  contract  at  all. 
Besides,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  arrangement 
of  such  an  extraordinary  and  dangerous  char- 
acter that  it  ought  to  be  discontinued  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Being  unauthorized,  and  in 
itself  inexpedient  and  unjust  in  its  efifects 
upon  the  Treasury  and  the  people,  I  need 
consider  it  no  more  in  detail. 

But  it  is  farther  alleged  by  the  majority  in 
defense  of  the  syndicate  that  it  would  con- 
vulse the  whole  business  of  the  country  if  the 
Secretary  had  not  agreed  with  the  syndicate 
parlies  that  these  vast  sums  of  money  should 
remain  on  deposit  with  them  until  required  by 
him  in  redemption  of  the  five-twenty  bonds. 
It  may  be  conceded  that  there  is  an  appre- 
ciable amount  of  truth  in  this  suggesion,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  our  country,  in  so  far 
as  the  new  loan  was  in  fact  purchased  by  our 
national  banks.  But  it  can  have  no  logical 
force  or  application  so  far  as  the  new  loan  is 
n^otiatedr  abroad,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
the  chief  operations  of  the  syndicate  have 
been  heretotore,  and  are  expected  to  be  here- 
after, conducted  in  foreign  countries.  Such 
operations  can  exercise  no  material  influence 
upon  financial  interests  or  conditions  in  our 
country.  Very  much  the  largest  part  of  the 
old  bonds  intended  to  be  refunded  are  held 
abroad,  and  in  the  process  of  refunding  will 
never  pass  through  our  national  banks  at  all. 
Theje  is,  therefore,  no  propriety  or  necessity 
arising  out  of  the  monetary  interests  of  the 
country  or  the  demands  of  current  business 
for  such  an  anomalous  and  mysterious  arrange- 
ment aa  the  syndicate.  It  is  without  legal 
authority,  it  is  unjustifiably  expensive  to  Uie 
country,  and  it  involves  a  most  dangerous 
transfer  of  control  of  public  funds  from  the 
Government  to  private  hands. 

Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  pertinent  to  in- 

?|uire  whether  in  fact  these  vast  sums  arising 
rom  sales  of  the  new  bonds  were  ever  depos- 
ited at  all  with  any  national  depository.  It  is 
assumed  by  the  majority  that  these  moneys 
are  in  very  truth  deposited  with  the  national 
banks  as  depositories.  Certainly  they  couid 
be  lawfully  aeposited  nowhere  else,  except  in 
the  Treasury.  Were  they  in  either?  Let  us  see. 
At  my  request,  the  Secretary  furnished  to 
the  committee,  under  date  of  January  16, 
1872,  (Mis.  Doc.,  No.  88,)  <'a  statement 
showing   the  amounts  of  the  securities  for 

Sublic  deposits  of  the  several  national  bank 
epositories  in  the  United  States ;  also,  the 
average  weekly  balances  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  and  United  States  disburs- 
ing officers  in  said  depositories  during  the 
year  ending  December  81,  1871.''  It  was 
during  the  period  covered  by  this  statement 
that  all  these  loans  were  negotiated  by  and 
deposits  made  with  these  national  deposit- 
ories. Yet  the  significant  facts  are  disclosed 
by  this  schedule  that  the  amount  of  these 
securities  deposited  by  all  these  depositories 
during  that  year  was  the  inconsiderable  sum 
of  $15,774,000,  and  that  the  average  weekly 
balances  of  the  public  moneys  of  all  kinds 
deposited  with  all  these  depositories  was  only 
$11,358,868  52.  Is  it  rational,  fiiir^  or  possible 
to  believe  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
bonds  fur  $200,000,000  are  covered  by  only 
$15, 774,000 of  securities,  or  would  produce  no 
greater  average  balances  in  the  books  of  these 
depositories  than  $11,358,853  527 


But  this  same  statement  further  shows  that 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Washington,  being 
Jay  Cooke  &  Co.'s  bank,  and  supposed  to  be 
the  veritable  syndicate  bank,  during  the  same 
year  had  securities  deposited  with  the  Treas- 
urer, to  make  the  Government  safe  against  all 
deposits  left  with  it,  to  the  amount  of  only 
$100,000,  and  had  a  weekly  average  of  deposits 
of  pubic  money  of  only  $100,852  67.  Yet  the 
statement  of  subscriptions  to  the  loan  by  the 
syndicate,  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
shows  that  during  the  month  of  August,  1871, 
that  singly  bank  subscribed  for  $60,000,000  ac 
one  time  and  for  $15,000,000  at  another  time, 
and  for  other  laree  sums.  If  these  subscriptions 
were  in  fact  paia  for  at  the  date  of  subscrip- 
tion, or  thereafter,  what  was  done  with  the 
money?  Where  was  it  deposited?  What 
securities  did  the  Treasury  hold  for  its  prompt 
payment  when  needed  ? 

Then  I  turn  to  the  report  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency  of  December  4,  1871,  giving 
the  condition  of  all  the  national  banks  on 
October  2,  1871,  and  all  its  statements  corre- 
spond with  those  in  Miscellaneous  Document 
No.  88.  Then  1  turn  to  the  monthly  debt  state- 
ments of  the  Treasury  for  the  past  year,  giving 
the  coin  and  currency  balances  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  there,  too,  I  fail  to 
find  any  evidence  that  any  of  these  great  sums 
arising  from  subscriptions  and  payments  for 
the  new  loan  were  in  fact  deposited  in  the 
Treasury.  The  aggregates  of  coin  and  cur- 
rency, for  example,  for  December,  were 
$127,294,320  68,  and  for  November  were 
$106,880,144  60,  and  for  October,  $107,508,- 
680  06,  and  so  on,  averaging  through  the  year 
about  the  same  for  each  month,  and  corre- 
sponding closely  with  the  monthly  balances 
of  the  preceding  year. 

Where,  then,  were  these  great  sums  in  fact 
deposited?  Where  is  the  actual  home  and 
abiding-place  of  the  syndicate?  Where  have 
their  operations  been  carried  on,  their  moneys 
kept,  and  their  accounts  reported?  I  cannot 
answer.  Somebody  should.  Is  it  not  fair, 
from  all  these  facts,  to  infer  that,  in  truth, 
these  vast  sums  of  the  new  loan  subscribed 
for  by  the  banks  and  the  syndicate  were  really 
not  paid  at  the  date  of  subscription  at  all,  or 
were  only  constructively  paid,  but  in  fact  and 
law  not  paid  until  the  outatanding  old  bonds 
were  brought  in  for  surrender  and  redemption  ? 
These  matters  demand  specific  explanation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  suggestion,  and  I  shall 
have  done.  In  his  annual  report  of  Decem- 
ber 4,  1871,  the  Secretary,  alter  a  recital  of 
estimates  for  expenditures  for  the  current  fis- 
cal year,  says,  **These  estimates  show  a  bal- 
ance applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  80,  1872,  of  $71,794,991  68."  Dur- 
ing the  last  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1871, 
there  was  nearly  as  larse  a  balance  applicable 
to  the  same  purpose.  Why  did  not  the  Secre- 
tary utilize  these  great  balances  to  expedite  the 
redemption  of  the  old  bonds,  and  hasten  the 
process  of  refunding,  and  reduce  its  expense 
to  the  country,  and  avoid  such  an  expensive 
and  dangerous  contract  with  the  syndicate? 
Certainly  they  could  have  been  devoted  to  no 
more  appropriate  or  legitimate  use.  The  conn  - 
try  might  have  saved  many  millions  by  such  a 
policy.  It  would  surely  have  been  wiser  than  the 
practice  of  purchasing  bonds  in  open  market 
at  a  premium.  I  confess  myself  whollv  unable 
to  see  why  these  balances  were  not  madfe  avail- 
able to  aid  in  and  hasten  and  cheapen  the  prac- 
tical business  of  refunding  $200,000,000. 

In  conclusion,  with  tne  utmost  personal 
respect  for  the  Secretary,  I  feel  bound  to  say 
that  in  my  judgment  he  has  in  those  matters 
to  which  1  nave  referred  in  detail  clearly  and 
most  dangerously  exceeded  his  legal  power,^ 
and  has  lost  to  the  country  many  millions  of 
dollars  unnecessarily  and  unlawfully. 

TaiiLSUBv  Dbpartmknt, 
Washinotom.  D.  C,  Auoust  10. 1871. 

8iB :  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that  an  ar- 
rangement hu  been  made  for  the  disposal  of  the 
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remsinder  of  the  bonds  offered  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  28th  of  February  last,  being 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  million  dollars. 

The  arrangement  is  subject  to  the  condition  that 
the  national  banks  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
the  opportunity  within  sixty  days  from  this  date  to 
subscribe  for  any  sum  or  sums  not  excecMling  fifty 
million  dollars  in  all. 

Banks  making  or  obtaining  8ub5criptions  payable 
in  coin  will  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  depositaries  of  public  money,  upon  the 
usual  condition  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  oonds  of  the  United  States 
for  the  security  of  such  deposits. 

At  the  commencement  of  each  month,  notice  will 
be  given  of  the  redemption  of  an  amount  of  bonds 
equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions  in  coin  for  the 
preceding  month,  interest  to  cease  in  ninety  days 
from  the  date  of  such  notice. 

As  the  bonds  specified  shall  mature,  the  deposits 
will  be  withdrawn  from  the  several  banks  propor- 
tionately. 

A  commission  of  one  eighth  of  one  per  cent,  will 
be  allowed  upon  all  subscriptions  macTe  or  obtained 
by  national  banks. 

Very  respectfully, 

OEO.  S.  BOUTWELL.  iSscretary. 

To  the  Cashikb  of 

Tea National  Bank  of  . 

[Exhibit  No.  1.] 

NOTICB. 

Bedemption  c/  Five-  TwmUy  Bondt  nf  1862. 
Tbiasubt  Bkpabtmbnt,  September  1, 1871. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  given  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  U,  1870,  entitled  **An  act  to 
authorize  the  refunding  of  the  national  debt.  **  I 
hereby  give  notice  that  the  principal  and  accrued 
interest  of  the  bonds  berein-below  designated.knowu 
as  five- twenty  bonds,  will  be  paid  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
or  after  the  Ist  day  of  December  next,  and  that  the 
interest  on  said  bonds  will  cease  on  that  day.  That 
is  to  say,  coupon  bonds  known  as  the  first  series, 
act  of  February  25, 1862,  dated  May  1, 1862,  cum- 
bered as  follows : 

1  to  90699,  inclusive,  of  150.  each. 
1  to  43572,  inclusive,  of  100  eaeh. 
1  to  40011,  inclusive,  of  500  each. 
1  to  74104.  inclusive,  of  1,000  each. 

And  registered  bonds  of  the  same  act— 


1 
1 


to    595. 
to  4103, 


1  to  1899. 


to  8906. 
to  2t}65, 
to  2906, 


inclusive, 
inclusive, 
inclusive, 
inoludive, 
inclusive, 
inclusive. 


of  $50  each, 
of  100  each, 
of  500  each, 
of  1.000  each, 
of  5.000  each, 
of  10.000  each. 


The  amount  outstanding  (embraced  in  the  num- 
bers OS  above)  is  $100,000,000. 

Coupon  bonds  of  the  act  of  February  25,  1862, 
were  issued  in  four  distinct  series.  Bonds  of  the  first 
series  (embracing  those  described  above)  do  not  bear 
the  series  designation  upon  them,  while  those  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  series  are  distinotJy  marked 
on  the  face  of  the  bonds. 

United  States  securities  forwarded  for  redemption 
should  be  addressed  to  the  "loan  division," Secre- 
tary's oiBoe. 

J.  F.  HARTLEY,  Acting  Seoretary, 


[Exhibit  No.  2.] 

MOTIOfe. 

Bedemption  <nf  Five-Tweniy  Sonde  of  1882. 
Trbasubt  Dbpartmbnt,  December  7, 1871. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  given  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  14,  1870,  entitled  **An  act  to 
authorise  the  refunding  of  the  national  debt,"  I 
hereby  give  notice  that  the  principal  and  accrued 
interest  of  the  bonds  herein-below  designated, 
known  as  five- twenty  bonds,  will  be  paid  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, on  and  alter  the  7th  day  of  March,  1872,  and 
thrt  the  interest  on  said  bonds  will  cease  on  that 
day.  That  is  to  say,  coupon  bonds  known  as  the 
second  series,  act  of  February  25, 1862,  dated  May  1, 
1862.  as  follows: 

S50  from  No.  I  to  No.    5460,  both  inclusive, 

$100  from  No.  1  to  No.  13093.  both  inclusive. 

$500  from  No.  1  to  No.  7961.  both  inclusive. 

11.000  from  No.  1  to  No.  11120.  both  inclusive. 

And  registered  bonds  of  the  same  act  as  follows: 


S50  from  No. 

♦100  from  No. 

$500  from  No. 

$1,000  from  No. 

15.000  from  No. 

$10,006  fipom  No. 


596  to  No. 
4104  to  No. 
1900  to  No. 
8907  to  No. 
2666  to  No. 
2907  to  No. 


697,  both 
5079,  both 
2483.  both 
11008,  both 
3402,  both 
8899.  both 


inclusive, 
inclusive, 
inclusive, 
inclusive, 
inclusive, 
inclusive. 


Of  the  amount  outstanding  (embraced  in  the  num- 
ber?  as  above)  $16,000,000  iare  coupon  bonds  and 
$4,000,000  are  registered  bonds. 

Coupon  bonds  of  the  act  of  February  25. 1862.  were 
issued  in  four  distinct  series.  Bonds  of  the  first 
series  (all  of  which  have  been  previously  called  for 
redemption)  do  not  bear  the  series  designation  upon 
them,  while  those  of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
series  are  distinctly  marked  on  the  lace  of  the 
bonds. 

United  States  securities  forwarded  for  redemption 
should  be  addressed  to  the  "  loan  division,''  Secre- 
tary's ofiice,  and  all  registered  bonds  should  be 


**  assigned  to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury  for  re- 
demption." 

GEO.  S.  BOUT  WELL.  Seoretary, 

[Exhibit  No.  3.] 

NOTICB. 

Bedemption  of  Five- Twenty  Bond*  of  1S62, 
Tbbasubt  Dbpabtmknt.  December  20. 1871. 
By  virtue  of  the  authority  given  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  14.  1870.  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  refunding  of  the  national  debt.''  I 
hereby  give  notice  that  the  principal  and  accrued 
interest  of  the  bonds  herein-below  designated,  known 
as  five-twenty  bonds,  will  be  p|iid  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  and 
after  the  20th  day  of  March,  1872,  and  that  the  in- 
terest on  said  bonds  will  cease  on  that  day.  That  is 
to  say,  coupon  bonds  known  as  the  second  series,  act 
of  February  25, 1862,  dated  May  1, 1862.  as  follows: 

Coupon — Second  series. 

$50— No.  5461  to  No.  10775,  both  inclusive. 

$100-No.  13094  to  No.  25935,  both  inclusive. 

$500— No.   7965  to  No.  16179.  both  inclusive. 

$1,000-No.  11121  to  No.  27443,  both  inolusive. 


$50-No. 

$100-No. 

V500— No. 

$1,000-No. 

t3.000-No. 

$10JOOO-No. 


Reyieiered. 

698  to  No.  840.  both 
9U80toNo.  5091,b'>th 
2484  to  No.  2U58.  both 
11009  to  No.  13150,  both 
Sl03toNo.  41(^i.both 
3900  to  No.  4774.  both 


IDC  1X81  re. 
inclnstre. 
inclusive. 
iDela&ire. 
inclosive. 
InolitaiTe. 


Of  the  amount  outstanding  (embraced  in  Umbkb- 
bers  as  above)  $16,0o0.000  are  ooapoo  bonda  and 
$4,000,000  are  registered  bonds. 

Coupon  bonds  of  the  act  of  February  25. 1863L  were 
issued  in  four  distinct  series.  Boadtof  tbo  fost  series 
(all  of  which  have  been  previously  called  for  redcoip- 
tion)do  not  bear  the  scries  designation  upon  them, 
while  those  of  the  second,  third,  and  fonrth  s«ifl8 
are  distinctly  muked  oe  the  taoe  of  the  bonds. 

United  States  securities  forwarded  for  redemptke 
should  be  addressed  to  the  "  loan  division."  Secre- 
tary's oflSce,  and  all  registered  bonds  shoold  be  "as- 
signed to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury  for  redcay- 
tion." 

The  bonds  specified  in  the  notice  of  Deeember  7 
will  bo  paid  upon  presentation,  together  with  ail 
interest  due.  _ 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL,  Secretary. 


[Exhibit  No.  4.] 
Statement  of  issues  on  coin  certificates  of  national  banks,  d:e. 


Date. 


1871. 

Angust  14... 

August  21... 

August  22............ 

August  21... 

August  18 

August  18... 

August  14... 

August  18 

August  16 

August  23 

August  19... 

August  16... 

August  22... 

August  24... 

August  23... 

August  25... 

August  24 

August  23.^ 

August  25 

August  24 

August  18 „. 

August  25... 

August  25 

Augu<Jt25 

August  24 

August  24.» 

August  25 » 

August  26 

August  25... 

August  26... 

August  18........... 

August  ^ 

August  28... 

August  25 

August  29... ».. 

August  28... 

August  29 

August  28... 

August  25 
August  23.. 

August  29... 

August  28... 

August  23.~ 

August  24.„ 

August  24... 

August  25... 

August  26.. 

August  29......... 

August  24... 

August  25......... 

August  28 «. 

Septembers 

August  28 

August  26 

August  25 

August  26 

August  2S 

August  23. 

August  25. 
August  23. 
August  25. 
August  2i. 
August  27... 

August  29 

August  25 

August  29... 

August  29 „„ 

August  24 

August  25.„ „ 

August  23  and  24. 
August  29 

August  22.........  I 

August  29. 

August  23.„ 

August  20 

August  23 

November  24 


'••••«••••«•• 


•■••••■••«•• 


•  ••••••••••» 


Total. 


Name  of  bank. 


Ninth  New  York 

Glenn's  Falls  National  Bank 

National  Bank  of  the  Aepublic,  Philadelphia 

First  National  Brvnk,  Manchester,  New  Uampshire 

Ninth  National  Bank,  New  York 

Ninth  National  Bank,  New  York ...« 

Seventh  National  Bank,  Philadelphia....... 

National  Bank  of  the  Republic,  Philadelphia 

First  National  Bank,  Erie,  Pennsylvania 

Second  National  Bank,  Philadelphia........^. 

teoond  National  Bank.  Baltimore „.. 
irst  National  Bank,  Northampton,  Massachusetts 

First  National  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana.- 

First  National  Bank.  New  York .«. 

Merchants'  National  Bank,  Boston 

First  National  Bank,  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania 

Bank  of  New  York,  National  Bank  Aiiooiation .. ... 

Glenn's  Falls  National  Bank,  New  York 

German  National  Bank,  Chicago « «.~... 

First  National  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.^... 

Ninth  National  Bank.  New  York 

Rockford  National  Bank,  Illinois 

First  National  Bank,  Bath.  New  York. 

Merchants*  National  Bank.  Portland,  Maine « „ 

First  National  BMik.  Madison.  Indiana 

Third  National  Bank.  Springfield,  Massaobusetts... 

First  National  Bank,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin .««. 

Merchants'  National  Bank.  New  York „ 

First  National  Bank.  Syracuse.  New  York «.. 

First  National  Bank,  Syracuse.  New  York 

Second  National  Bank.  St.  Paul,  Minnesota... ». 

First  National  Bank,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 

First  National  Bank,  Rondont,  New  York 

Farmers'  and  Merchants'  National  Bank,  Philadelphia.. 
Citiiens'  National  Bank,  Alexandria,  Virginia...........^ 

Fort  Wayne  National  Bank,  Indiana „ 

Philadelphia  National  Bank.  Philadelphia 

St.  Nicholas  National  Bank.  New  York „ 

Manufacturers'  National  Bank,  Philadelphia............... 

First  National  Bank.  Aurora.  Illinois 

Agawam  National  Bank,  Springfield 

National  Bank  of  Commeree,  New  Bedford 

Eliot  National  Bank,  Boston  » »..„.... 

Evansville  National  Bank.  Indiana 

Union  National  Bank,  Philadelphia 

Merchants'  National  Bank.  Cincinnati 

Massachusetts  National  Bank^  Boston 

Thames  National  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

First  National  Bank.  New  London,  Connecticut... 

National  Exchange  Bank  of  Weston,  West  Virginia..... 

Merchants,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Hudson  Company,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey 

Second.  Lansing.  Michigan 

First  National  Bank,  Springfield,  Ilitiiois. 

First  National  Bank,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Western.  Philadelphia 

Second,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey 

Ninth  New  York - 

First  Dover,  Delaware.. 

Ninth  Now  York 

National  Bank  of  the  Republic.  Philadelphia 
National  Bank  of  the  Republic,  Philadelphia, 
First  National  Bank,  Grand  Haven.  Michigan 

National  Bank  Redemption,  Boston 

Flour  City,  of  Rochester,  New  York 

First  National  Bank,  Kansas  City,  Missouri..., 

National  Bank  of  Commerce,  New  York 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

Commercial,  Dubnane,  Iowa 

First  National  Bank,  Albion,  New  York» 

First  National  Bank,  Fort  Wayne,  Indians 

New  York 

Depository.  Cincinnati.  Ohio.... 

Treasurer  United  States.. „ 

First  National  Bank,  New  York 

First  National  Bank.  Portland,  Oregon 

Ninth  National  Bank.  New  York.. 

Assistant  Treaaurer,  New  York 


No.  of  oer- 
tifloatet. 


•••• ••••••«••  •••••«*••••••••••• ••••*•«•• ••••■• 


»*««ee ••••«• 


1 

1 
2 
1 
6 
3 
1 
1 
2 
«74 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
land  2 
3 
1 
1 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1829 
1 
4.144 
1 
250 
257 
588 
1 
1 
US 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
253 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
11 


land 


\ 


land 


land 
92  and 


4 

6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 

110) 

119/ 
2122 
2 
5 

18 

254 


Amount. 


I 


$290101$ 

35.000 

lOO^OOO 

50.000 

aas.oeo 

45.<W0 

1.000.000 

1.0(»,005 

50,000 

4OO.000 

50.000 

5U.O0O 

6004)00 

lOOjDOO 

^0.000 

1.000.000 

£.000 

30Q.O00 

50,000 

50.000 

30.000 

100,000 

50,000 

20,000 

2&2.OQ0 

IRUOO 

1.O0O.OQ0 

•    75.000 

125.000 

82.0G0 

150.000 

ao.000 

1,000000 

a).ouo 

50,000 

900.0DO 

50.000 

loo.oin 

41.000 

30.000 

16&0QO 

aoo.ooo 

50.000 

2S.O0O 
20Q,(»0 

23,000 

SOfl.OOO 

500000 

5.000 

10.000 
101,000 

1O.0QO 
12SI.0D0 

50.000 

aoo.ooo 

300000 

50LOOO 

♦9,000 

200.000 

590.0QO 

300.000 

70.000 

35.300 

75.000 

350,000 
'854)50 
45.000 

100.060 
50.000 

43.(^ 

50,000 

50000 

120.000 

SSiO.O0n 

1U.O00 


fl<37T.300 
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—  r^  Firn  SaSioiial  Bank  Wail 


TABLE— Coiitina»d. 


Aui(iui:i:iS7  '.'. 
AuKiut  SI 

Ausiut  a]  iat '... 
AuKuit  2t.  vm.... 

Aut{U)t  SI.  IBT  .. 
Ancuit  21,  IST  .. 


Ausoit  21, 187  .... 

AuBiutzj.ien.... 

Augut  24,  isn,... 
AuKiut23.18TI.... 


AuKiuC  2S.  18. 
Aiutual  a.  W  . 
AuviuL  2S,  187  ... 
AusuM  SS,  187  ... 
Aataat  2S.  187  .. 


Ausiut  2S.1BT 

AuRuit  2S.  1ST  ...„ 

Ausuat  3S.  IBT 

AuKiut  25.  UT 

AUBUM  !>,  isn.... 

Ausait25.187I 

Ausust  25.  18T1 

AagaU  IS,  1B7  — 

Ausiut  2S.  is; .... 

Auitiut  -a,  IBT 

August  liS.  IBT 


AuKuaL  28,  it.  — 

AuBuata,  isn 

AugiuL  a.  IBTl.. 
Auflual  2).  1°' 
Aiuaal  a,  I 
Ausii«28. 1.,  ... 
AuKaat38.]871... 
Ausvt  28. 187  .. 
Aatuat  28. 1ST  .. 
Augii.'t2S.187  ... 


Aniust  33. 187  .... 
AuKiuI  2S.  187  .... 
Au(iiai  2)1. 1671.... 
AuKuBt  28, 1871.... 
August  28.1371.... 
AuiD)t2S.lS71.... 
Auguat  2S,  1871.... 
A  usual  38. 1871.... 


Auguat  2B,  1N7 

Auiiui  x,  is;  _.». 

Auiut  16,  IS71 

AufiUl  K  1BT1_.._ 

Angual  K  un 

Au«u"  2e.  ftT 

Augnat  %  isn 

AugMi  at.  lET  

Aiigiul  SB.  1ST1.„ 

AuEU-tl.lBTI 


iS.WI.. 


. »,1B7 

Auguat  %  "  ' 
August  28,  ~-^.- 
ADgniilSK,IgTt... 
AwiM».lST  - 
AugoctmiSil... 
AoguFl  211,  UT1„. 
AdruH  S.  IBT  ... 
AiigMI  at.  D)T  ... 
Auguat  a,  18T  . 


Auguat  31.  IBTl _ 

Auguat  Hi,  ISn-— 

Angual  a.  ISn. 
AagiiBt  38.  ISn.. 
Auguat  2S.  im 
Auguat  2S,  187 

Canted  romud. . 


No.  of  eeitiS- 


». 

N<>.or<ienifl- 

Amount. 

forwuid.^ 

279 

i 

:E::: 

■£n 

— 

m 

m 

i!; 

~ 

3M 

^ 

— 

i!, 

— 

Wi 

K 

:::r.: 

^ 

1! 



^ 

Is 

217 

...-,.. 

^ 

1*7 



fir 

::::::: 

S8B 

•UT,&I8.8M 

ICK  obuitipd  the  Soor. 
)0D.  Ur.  Speaker,  by  neriDisaion of 
,m»D  from  Kentucfcy,  (Mr.  Beck,]  I 
I;  to  mnke  a  renmrk  willi  reference 
ird  of  which  we  now  heiir  bo  mucb — 
le,"  I  do  not  propose  to  discuBs 
ion  im mediately  before  iha  House, 
t  is  in  the  cborge  of  far  abler  iiaade 
indoubtedlj  exhaust  all  thai  can  be 
1st  the  adoption  of  this  report  from 
toitlfe  of  WajB  knd  Meaoa.  But 
much  we  may  properly  complain  of 
icL  of  the  Treasury  Do  pan  mi:  uL  in  iia 
flntoflhii  loan.  1  think  we  mfty  ihaok 
introduction  of  »  atw  word,  so  for  as 


thia  countrj  is  concerned,  ii 
The  word  "syndicate"  i 


reference  to  Bscal 


.  I  ihink.  very  ao- 
'here  protiabiy  are 
men  even  in  this  House  who  do  nut  compre- 
hend  the  European  detinition  and  accep)u>ioD 
of  that  word.  "  Syndicate"  means  a  coaibiDa- 
tion  of  syndics.  We  hear  of ''rings"  here  plen- 
tifully. We  have  "rings"  in  this  country  fur 
every  conceivable  object,  good.  bad.  ami  indif- 
ferent. But  in  Europe  a  ''syndicate"  means  a 
council  of  Bjndics;  and  "pyndic"  in  France, 
where  the  word  practically  originated,  although 
itis  of  both  Greek  and  Latin  derivation,  means 
a  corps  of  oflicera  to  administer  upun  (he 
effeciAof  bankrupia.  I  suppose  that  when  the 
Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  deemed  it  necessHry 
to  carry  into  Enrnptiin  biinkiiig  circles  the 
bankrupt  bonds  of  the  United  ,St:Lles.  pl^icing 
them  (here  to  be  sold  at  a  depreciation,  pay- 
ing bankers  an  eztraordiiiary,  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, an  illegal  rateof  interest  under  the  guise 
of  a  comaii£8ion,to  induce  them  to  lake  the 
bonds,  he  thought  the  most  appropriate  word 
to  uae  in  hawking  our  credit  in  Ihe  European 
market,  viriunlly  at  a  discount,  and  at  a  dis- 
honored price,  would  be  "syndicaie."  I  find 
in  Webster's  (Jnubridgrd  Dictionary  that  this 
word  '* syiidicaie"  is dehnrd  aa  "acouncilor 


are  appointed  by  the  creditors  of  a  bankrupt  to 
manage  the  property."  Hence,  sir,  however 
mnch  we  may  i,-omplBin  of  the  management  of 
this  loan,  we  certamiy  ma^  thank  the  Si-cn-tary 
lor  giving  us  a  word  so  directfy  pertinent  and 
applicable  in  Tiew  of  the  dejireciation  of  Amer- 
ican credit  abroad  under  his  adminiatration. 

Mr.  DAWEIS.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  a  moment? 

Mr.  BECK.     Certainly. 

Hr.  DAWES,  It  is  BO  important  iu  the 
discussion  of  this  matter  to  settle  this  quau- 
tion  that  the  gentletnan  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Wood]  has  deemed  it  ueceasary  to  break  the  ' 
continuity  of  the  argument  to  show  us  his 
learuiug  about  the  word  "syndica;e,"and  at 
theaame  lime  thank  the  Treasury  Department 
fur  inventing  it.  I  have  to  fVf  io  defense  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whatever  it  may 
mean  and  wherever  it  originated,  the  credit  of 
it  IE  not  due  to  the  Secretary  or  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  you  will  not  God  it  in  anj 
ot  ihese  negotiaiiona. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Enta,] 
who  has  just  taken  bis  seat,  and  my  friend 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,]  who  is  upon  his 
feet,  have  a  list  of  everybody  who  subHcribcd 
for  these  bonds.  I  am  sure  my  friend  from 
New  York  [Hr.  Wood]  did  not  know  that 
every  ooe  of  them  was  anbseribed  for  in  this 
country,  and  by  the  national  banks  in  this 
country.  At  the  Traasury  Department  nothing 
is  known  of  any  olher  transaction  except  bucE 
as  they  make  with  national  banks  of  this  coun- 
try, crested  by  the  lawa  of  this  country,  and 
established  end  maintained  by  them. 

Mr.  BECK  took  the  Boor. 

Mr.  UAYNAHD.  Before  the  gentlemaa 
proceeds,  allow  me  to  say  a  single  word. 

Mr.  BECS.  M^ colleague  on  thacommittee 
will  have  ample  time;  hut  I  will  five  way  if 
my  colleague  wiBhes  it. 

Mr.  MAYNAItD.  I  wish  merely  to  say 
in  that  counection  that  1  hold  Webster's  Dic- 
tionary in  my  hand,  and  a  "  syndic  "  is  repre- 
sented to  be  an  officer  of  Qavernmentiuvesied 
with  different  powers  in  different  Oovernmeuts; 
also  one  chosen  10  tranpact  business  for  others. 
Then  follows  a  note  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  alluded  to,  bat  which  I  will  give. 
In  France  syndics  are  appointed  by  the  cred- 
itors of  a  bankrupt  lo  manage  the  properly. 
In  Geneva  the  syndic  is  the  cbief  magistrate. 
Almost  all  the  companies  in  Paris,  the  aniver- 
sity  and  the  like,  have  their  syndics.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge  has  its  syndics,  who  are 
choseo  from  the  senate  to  transact  special 
business,  as  tbe   regulation  of  fees,  frsminf 
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payable  quarterly  from  August  1,  1871,  and 
'would  be  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
ury with  the  amount  of  interest  thereon  from 
the  let  to  the  16th  of  August ;  in  short,  each 
sabecriber  to  the  loan  receives  interest  from 
iHe  day  certificates  of  deposit  are  issucnd  by  the 
banks  to  the  Secretary,  on  the  terms  set  forth 
in  the  agreement. 

It  will  be  seen  br  an  examination  of  the 
report  above  quoted,  and  the  testimony  of 
the  Secretary  printed  with  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committeeof  Ways  and  Means, 
that   '*by  the  last  of  August,  1871,  subscrip- 
tiotia  were  obtained    for  the  entire  amount 
offered,'^  and  of  course  the  new  bonds  of  tbe 
United  States,  bearing  interest  from  the  dates 
of  the  subscription,  have  been  or  will  be  issued 
to  the  snbsorioers.      It  further  appears  that  it 
was  part  of  the  agreement  that  the  notice 
calling  in  the  outstanding  six  per  oenL  bonds, 
and  stopping  the  payment  of  interest  on  them 
after  three  months  u'om  the  date  of  the  notice, 
was  to  be  issued  at  the  commencement  of  each 
month  for  ^^  an  amount  of  bonds  equal  to  the 
amount  of  subscriptions  in  coin  for  the  pre- 
ceding month.''     As  I  understand  it,  the  agree- 
ment that  the  money  subscribed  for  the  new 
bonds  should  be  loaned  to  or  not  withdrawn 
from  the  parties  subscribing  (which  means 
both    in  law  and  fact  the    same  thing)  for 
niuety  days  was  intended  to  mean,  and  did 
mean,  ninety  days  from  and  after  the  date  of 
the  notice  calling  in  the  six  per  cent  bonds. 
By  the  arrangement  that   the  notice  should 
only  issue  al  the  commencement  of  each  month 
the  subscribers  obtained  the  use  of  the  moaey 
which  they  subscribed  for  the  new  bonds  during 
all    the  nnezpired  portion  of  the  month  in 
which  they  made  the  subscription,  in  addition 
to  the  three  months,  and  they  of  course  drew 
their  interest  on  the  bonds  subscribed  for  also ; 
so  that  if  a  subscription  was  made  on  the  10th 
or  15th  of  a  month,  it  was  an  additional  two 
thirds  or  half  of  a  montb  during  which  the  Gov- 
ern ment  was  paying  interest  both  on  the  new 
five  and  the  old  six  per  cent,  bonds.     I  do  not 
believe  that  the  Secretary  had  any  right  under 
any  law  to  make  such  a  bargain,  or  to  take  the 
money  of  the  people  to  pay  eleven  per  cent, 
under  such  an  arrangement. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  report  above 
quoted,  that  while  the  whole  amount  offered, 
say  $185,000,000,  was  subscribed  for  before 
the  last  of  August,  the  notice  which  issued 
on  the  first  of  September  only  called  in  and 
stopped  the  interest  upon  $100,000,000  at  the 
expiration  of  three  months  thereafter.  No 
further  notice  was  issued  till  December  7, 
when  $20,000,000  more  was  called  in,  and  ou 
the  20th  of  December,  1871,  another  $20,000,- 
000  was  recalled  in  three  months  after  the 
notices  aforesaid.  The  excuse  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  argument  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  is  that  no  man  holding  a  six  per 
cent,  bond  would  surrender  it  till  the  interest 
had  stopped,  and  therefore  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of^  the  five  per  cents  could  not  be  used 
till  three  months  after  the  notice  was  given. 
That  being  so,  and  all  the  $135,000,000  of  new 
bonds  having  been  sold  before  September  1, 
why  were  not  $135,000,000  of  six  per  cents 
called  in  instead  of  $100,000,000,  and  why 
was  no  further  call  made  till  December  7  and 
December  20;  and  why,  if  subscriptions  were 
made  on  the  5th,  10th,  or  15th  of  a  month, 
was  the  notice  calling  in  the  outstanding  bonds 

fostponed  till  the  first  of  the  succeeding  month  ? 
can  see  no  reason,  except  to  give  the  syndic- 
ate thai  much  longer  use  of  the  money  for 
nothing,  while  the  interest  was  running  and 
the  taxes  were  being  levied  to  pay  it  on  both 
sets  of  bonds.  There  was  plenty  of  money  in 
the  Treasury  to  meet  any  bonds  returned  under 
aoy  notice  at  all  times  after  July  14,  1870. 
The  Secretary  says,  (see  page  70  of  his  last 
report:) 

"These  estimates  show  a  balance  applioablb  to 
the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  pablie  debt  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  ao.  1872.  $71«79i991  68." 


And  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  July  14, 
1870,  provides: 

**That  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
authorised,  with  any  coin  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United.  States  which  he  may  lawfully  apply  to  such 
purpose,  or  which  ma^  be  derived  from  the  sale  of 
any  of  the  bonds  the  issue  of  which  is  provided  for 
in  this  act,  to  pay  at  par  and  cancel  any  six  per  cent, 
bonds  of  the  United  States  of  the  kind  known  as 
five-twenty  bonds  which  have  become  or  shall  here- 
after become  redeemable  by  the  terms  of  their 
issue." 

I  understand  the  meaning  of  that  and  the 
other  sections  of  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  to 
be  to  make  all  the  surplus  gold  in  the  Treasury 
equally  applicable  to  the  payment  and  cancella- 
tion of  the  five-twenty  bonds  which  have  become 
redeemable,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
new  five  per  cent,  bonds  are,  and  I  suppose 
there  never  was  a  day  since  the  14th  of  July, 
1870,  when  there  was  not  from  fifly  to  seventy- 
five  million  dollars  of  gold  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  several  depositaries,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Secretary.  1  am,  tbereu)re,  utterly 
unable  to  see,  when  there  were  many  hundred 
millions  of  the  five-twenty  bonds  redeemable 
at  the  option  of  the  Secretary,  why,  with 
$185,000,000  of  new  five  percent,  bonds  sold, 
as  he  states  in  his  report,  before  September  1, 
and  with  over  fifty  million  dollars  of  other  gold 
lying  idle  in  the  Treasury,  he  only  called  in 
and  stopped  interest  upon  $100,000,000  by  hit 
notice  of  September  17,  1871,  unless  it  was. 
as  I  said  before,  to  allow  the  syndicate  to  hold 
and  nse  the  money  for  their  personal  benefit, 
while  the  people  were  paying  interest  on  both 
sets  of  bonds. 

The  Secretary  has  within  a  day  or  two  past 
furnished  us  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
subscriptions  made  for  that  portion  of  the 
$200,000,000  new  loan  which  was  taken  after 
the  10th  of  August  last  by  the  syndicate  and 
the  national  banks,  under  his  notice  and  the 
agreement  heretofore  referred  to.  These  de- 
tailed statements  vary  somewhat,  or  at  least 
appear  to  vary  from  the  statements  made  by 
the  Secretary  in  his  report  and  in  his  evidence 
before  the  committee.  They  are  made  part  of 
tJie  remarks  of  my  colleague  on  the  committee, 
[Mr.  Kgbu,]  and  thiy  show  that  the  national 
banks  other  than  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  took  of  this 
loan  during  the  month  of  August  $14,877,800, 
and  that  the  First  National  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia,  (Jay  Cooke  &  Co. ^s 
bank,  called  the  syndicate, )  took  $117,510,950, 
of  which  about  one  hundred  and  ten  million 
dollars  were  taken  in  August,  and  about  seven 
million  five  hundred  thousaund  dollars  have 
been  taken  since.  These  sums,  together  with 
the  $65,775,500  taken  by  the  banks  before 
August,  leave  a  deficit  of  $2,828,200  accord- 
ing to  the  detailed  statements  in  making  up 
the  $200,000,000.  I  suppose,  however,  there 
is  some  omission  in  them,  as  the  Secretary 
says  in  his  report  to  Conipress  that  it  was  all 
taken  before  the  81st  of  August,  and  I  propose 
to  assume  that  to  be  the  fact. 

I  do  not  know,  and  the  Secretary  says  he 
does  not,  who,  other  than  Jay  Cooke  &  Co., 
compose  the  syndicate.  Their  ftink  in  Wash- 
ington was  the  subscriber  for  all  but  $14,877,* 
SW  taken  after  August,  and  the  arrangement 
was  certainly  a  very  advantageous  one  for  them: 
as  they  received  under  their  contract  all  of 
the  $1,000,000,  or  the  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
on  the  $200,000,000,  except  the  commissioii 
paid  to  the  banks  and  the  expenses  for  paper, 
engraving  bonds  &c.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
expenses  were.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  EerrJ  and  myself  applied  nearly  a  week 
ago  to  have  a  statement  or  the  expenses  made 
out  and  furnished  to  us,  so  as  to  lay  the  exact 
facts  on  the  subject  before  Congress,  but  it  has 
not  been  given  to  us,  and,  I  do  not  propose  to 
aocept  any  guess  as  to  the  amount  of  it.  It 
eould  be  made  out  in  an  hour,  I  presume,  if 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  let  Congress  and 
the  country  see  it.  I  understand  the  Secre- 
tary has  not  been  able  to  obtain  it  himself; 
why,  I  do  not  know. 

Assuming  what  the  Secretary* says  to  be 


the  fact,  that  the  banks  were  paid  a  commis- 
sion of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
$65,000,000  first  taken,  and  one  eighth  of  one 

ger  cent,  on  the  $50,000,000  subscribed  by  the 
anks  as  such,  out  of  the  remaininff  $185,000. 
and  the  commissions  paid  the  syndicate  would 
be  as  follows,  subject  to  the  expenses,  what- 
ever they  may  turn  out  to  be: 

Commission   on  '$63,775,500,  at    one    quarter   per 

^oent ^ $164.438  75 

Commission  on  $50,000,000  at  one  eighth 
per  cent 62.500  00 

r       ;       .  ,      ^    .     $228.938  75 

LeavinjT  the  amount  to  eo  to  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  out 

of  this  portion  of  the  loan,  under  the  a«reemeot, 

as  to  the  remnant  of  the  one  half  per  cent,  on 

^$115.775,600 ^  $851,938  75 

Paid  by  Jay  Cooke  &  Co..  commissions  on 
^,224,500,  one  half  percent 421.122  60 

Total  to  Cooke  A  Co.,  (less  expenses)... ...$778,061  25 

Thus  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  received  as  commis- 
sion on  a  subscription  for,  say,  $85,000,000, 
over  $778,000,  less  expenses,  ac:  while  the 
banks  received  $226,938  on  their  subscription 
for  $115,775,500.  But  the  great  profit  to 
Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  in  this  contract  with 
the  Secretary,  in  the  way  it  has  been  managed, 
consisted  in  the  loan  to  or  retention  by  them 
of  the  Government  money,  while  they  were 
drawing  interest  on  the  bonds  which  they  had 
purchased  with  it.  Nobody  doubts  that  it  was 
worth  to  them  at  least  six  per  cent.,  which  on 
$135,000,000  for  the  three  months  is  $2,025,- 

000.  from  September  1  to  December  1,  while 
held  under  contract.  But  that  is  not  all.  They 
had  it,  on  an  average,  say  from  the  20tfa  of 
August,  or  one  third  of  a  month  before  the 
notice  of  September  1  was  given.  The  interest 
for  that  time  ($225,000)  must  be  added.  The 
Secretary  says  in  his  report  of  December  4 
that  more  than  eighty  million  dollars  had 
then  been  received  under  the  notice  and  call 
of  September  1.  If  it  had  then  reached 
$81,000,000  he  would  have  said  so. 

On  yesterday  he  furnished  us  a  memorandum 
showing  that  up  to  this  time,  only  $86,98^,800 
of  the  $100,000,000,  on  which  interest  stopped 
December  1,  under  the  notice  of  Septemoer 

1,  had  been  returned  to  the  Treasury,  while 
up  to  vesterday  only  $1,099,750  had  been  re- 
turnea  under  the  notices  of  December  7  and 
December  20.  Assuming,  what  is  certainly 
too  liberal  an  assumption,  that  the  $86,980,800 
of  the  five-twenty  bonds  now  on  band  were  all 
returned  December  1,  and  the  money  to  pay 
for  them  was  then  all  drawn  from  the  syndic- 
ate, and  charging  them  with  interest  only  on 
$13,000,000  of  the  $100,000,000  from  Decem- 
ber 1  till  now,  it  would  amount  to  $180,000. 
The  $20,000,000  called  for  December  7  runs 
till  March  7,  1872;  interest  oo  that  (rom 
December  1,  1871,  till  that  date  it  $825,000, 
and  as  $15,000,000  of  the  amount  called  in  by 
the  notice  of  December  20,  which  makes  up 
the  $185,000,  will  not  matare  till  March  20, 
Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  have  the  use  of  that 
until  March  20  at  least,  interest  on  which 
from  December  1  till  that  date  amounts  to 
$181,250,  and  how  mnch  longer  they  will  hold 
it  no  man  can  tell.  They  will  retain  it  till  the 
bonds  called  for  are  returned  of  course. 

The  amount  the  syndicate  has  received,  or 
will  necessarily  make  by  the  transaction,  may 
be  stated  thus : 

CommiMions  (leas  expensee,  amoant  un- 
known)  ^ »..  $773,000 

Interest  befbre  September  1 225,000 

Interest  under  oontroot  ft'om  September  1 
to  December  1 2,025,000 

Interest  alter  Decern bor  1  on  $35,000,000. 
ealled  for  under  notice  of  December  7 
and  December  20 «.. „ 606,250 

Interest  after  December  1.  on  $13,000^000  of 
first  $100,000,000.  tDl  now 130,000 

Total .5!659.2S0 

Making  the  most  liberal  allowance  for  ex* 
penses  the  profit  to  the  syndicate  most  reach 
$3,850,000.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  immense  sum  is  made  by  Messrs.  Oooke  dt 
Co.  in  the  refunding  of  leas  than  $185,000,000 
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of  $1,500,000,000  of  the  bonds  authorized  by 
the  lavr  of  July  14,  1870,  to  be  refunded,  and 
that  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  majority  of  the  commiitee  will  not  only 
be  a  license  but  an  order  to  the  Secretary  to 
proceed  and  refund  $1,800,000,000  more  on 
the  same  terms  and  through  the  same  agents, 
whereby  they  will  pocket  at  least  three  per 
cent,  on  the  whole,  as  they  have  already  done 
on  a  part.  Congress  may  just  as  well  TOte 
$89,000,000  more,  or  three  per  cent,  on  the 
outstandiing  $1,800,000,000,  into  the  pockets 
of  Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  by  a  direct  vote, 
for  that  will  be  the  inevitable  effect  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  majority. 

While,  as  I  said  at  first,  I  concede  that  a 
temporary  increase  of  the  bonded  debt  was 
permissible,  and  perhaps  inevitable,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  I  am 
satisfied  the  increase  which  hhs  taken  place 
and  the  letigth  of  time  it  has  been  continued 
was  not  warranted  by  law,  nor  is  it  justifiable 
under  the  circumstances.  Bonds  of  the  United 
States  to  the  amount  of  $135,000,000  have  been 
issued  or  must  issue,  payable  in  gold,  and  bear- 
ing  interest  from  an  average  date  prior  to 
August  21,  1870,  while  only  $100,000,000  of 
the  outstanding  five-twenty  bonds  were  called 
in  by  the  notice  of  September  1, 1870,  the  resi- . 
due  not  being  even  called  for  till  December  7 
and  December  20.  I  see  no  excuse  for  thus 
requiring  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
pay  eleven  per  cent.,  or  double  interest,  on 
$185,000,000  for  such  a  length  of  time.  I 
know  of  no  law  warranting  it,  and  I  am  com- 
pelled, therefore,  to  say  that  the  allegation  in 
the  preamble  of  the  resolution  submitted  to 
the  committee,  *4hat  in  this  transaction  the 
beaded  debt  has  been  increased  in  violation 
of  law,"  is  true.  I  fail  to  perceive  how  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  in  view  of  the  facts 
before  them,  could  feel  satisfied  with  their  own 
presentation  of  the  question.     They  say: 

"  If  the  tranflaetlon  here  investigated  be  held  to 
the  tetpt  of  the  strioteet  possible  constniotion  of  the 
nrohibitory  olaitse,  still  the  Secretary  will  not  be 
louod  to  have  violated  itd  provisions  in  the  partiou- 
lar  transactions  here  considered;  for  it  appears  that 
the  proceeds  of  all  the  bonds  negotiated  remained 
on  deposit  with  the  deeigoated  depositaries  during 
all  the  time  that  elauseu  between  the  negotiation  of 
the  new  bonds  and  the  redemption  of  a  correspond- 
ing araoant  of  old  ones.  To  the  precise  amount, 
therefore,  that  the  public  debt  is  increased  by  the 
sale  of  ^  new  bond  it  is  diminished  by  the  depositary 
becoming  a  debtor  to  the  Qovernment,  and  the  one 
balances  t>he  other,  leaving  the  aggregate  the  same 
aa  before  the  transattiou  was  commenced." 

They  seem  to  forget  that  the  bonds  purchased 
bore  interest,  and  the  bonds  which  the  money 
paid  for  the  new  issue  was  intended  to  redeem 
also  bore  intei^est,  while  the  syndicate  banks 
held  and  used  the  money  for  their  own  private 
gain  all  the  while.  The  United  States  could 
make  all  the  members  of  Congress  rich  if  they 
would  without  increasing  the  public  debt  ifHSue 
their  bonds  bearing  interest  and  let  us  hold 
the  pnooeediB  and  use  them  as  long  as  we  pleased 
for  our  own  pi^ivate  use  without  interest,  coa- 
tenting  themseivea  with  the  assumption  that— 

*'  To  the  precise  amount  that  the  public  debt  is 
increased  by  the  jaleof  a  new  bond  it  is  diminished 
by  the  depositary  becoming  a  debtor  to  the  Oovern- 
mcnt,  and  the  one  balances  the  other,  leaving  the 
aggregate  the  bamo  as  before  the  transaction  was 
eommenoed/' 

I  am  afraid  the  tax- payers  would  soon  learn 
that  there  was  a  flaw  in  the  argument  some- 
where. The  Secretary  made  a  great  mistake 
when  he  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn  into  tho 
contract  with  Messrs.  Cooke  &  Co.  Before 
that  time  the  banks  had  taken  $65,775,500 
of  the  loan,  almost  as  much  as  Jay  Cooke 
&  Co.  ultimately  took,  at  a  cost  of  one  fourth 
of  one  per  cent.  If  he  could  not  get  the  whole 
loan  taken  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the 
law,  he  ought  to  have  asked  for  additional 
power  from  Congress.  He  had  a  surplus  of  gold 
in  the  Treasury  from  excess  of  revenue  snffi- 
eientrto  redeem  $70,000,000  more,  if  he  was 
anxious  to  do  so.  There  was  no  pressing  exi- 
gency requiring  extraordinary  powers  to  be 
MBumed,  i«nd  £e  did  not  seem  to  be  in  a  hurry 


to  redeem  afler  the  money  was  subscribed  for 
the  new  bonds. 

Whenever  be  made  a  contract  with  an  asso- 
ciation of  American  and  European  bankers 
whereby  he  agreed  to  nay  them  more  than  the 
proper  proportion  which  the  half  of  one 
per  cent,  allowed  to  be  expended  bore  to  the 
amount  they  subscribed,  and  especially  when 
he  agreed  to  loan  to  them  the  funds  of  the 
Government  for  three  months  fixed,  and  per- 
haps for  six,  in  my  opinion  he  transcended  his 
power,  and  violated  the  law.  I  deny  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  any  authority 
to  make  any  contract  whereby  private  persons 
can  withhold  from  the  Government  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  its  bonds.  If  he  can  give 
such  right  by  contract  for  three  months,  he 
can  do  it  for  three  years.  It  does  not  help  the 
matter  any  to  argue  that  the  Government  could 
not  have-  used  the  money  in  the  mean  time, 
that  the  bargain  was  a  good  one,  or  that  the 
bonds  could  not  otherwise  have  been  refunded, 
the  answer  to  each  and  all  of  these  suggestions 
is  the  same.  The  Secretary  had  no  right  to 
make  such  a  contract ;  the  law  did  not  sanction 
it.  Public  servants  must  not  be  allowed  to 
establish  such  precedents,  and  ask  Congress 
to  say  that  what  was  illegal  is  right,  and  by 
such  decision  authorize  that  officer  to  go  on 
and  violate  the  law  still  more  if  it  suits  his 
convenience  to  do  so. 

This  is  but  the  beginning  of  the  refunding 
system  under  the  law  of  July,  1870.  Thirteen 
hundred  million  dollars  are  yet  behind,  if 
these  contracts  and  arrangements  entered  into 
so  far  are  now  indorsed  and  declared  valid  by 
Congress,  when  the  $800,000,000  to  be  re- 
funded at  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  interest, 
and  the  $1,000,000,000  at  four  per  cent.,  are 
put  upon  the  market,  loans  to  syndicates  for 
six,  nine,  and  twelve  months  may  be  made 
alter  the  new  bonds  bearing  interest  are  issued, 
notices  of  redemptiou  of  the  outstanding  bonds 
may  be  withheld  as  long  as  it  is  necessary,  and 
when  complaint  is  made  that  the  law  has  been 
violated,  the  action  of  this  Congress  on  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  if  it  is  adopted,  will  be 
relied  on  as  a  precedent,  giving  authority  for 
whatever  any  Secretary  may  see  Ht  to  do.  Your 
present  Secretary  may  be  removed  or  resign 
to-morrow  ;  a  less  trustworthy  man  may  take 
his  place.  Men  entertaining  other  views  may 
be  in  power  long  before  the  $1,300,000,000  of 
bonds  are  refunded.  In  short,  whenever  vio- 
lations of  law  are  sanctioned  on  any  pretext 
whatever,  the  Government  is  at  sea  without  a 
compass  and  without  a  rudder. 

While  it  has  happened  at  this  time  that  the 
five-twenty  bonds  called  in  have  not  been  re* 
turned  promptiv,  it  may  not  always  be  so. 
Any  prospect  of  interruption  of  friendly  rela- 
tions between  us  and  foreign  Powers,  financial 
troubles,  indeed  a  variety  of  causes,  might 
induce  the  prompt  return  of  the  outstanding 
bonds  as  soon  as  tne  notice  is  given.  The 
Government  having  the  right  to  redeem  all 
outstanding  five^wenties  now,  as  five  years 
have  elapsed  since  their  issue,  no  Secretary 
ever  should  have  the  right  to  tie  up  by  loan 
or  otherwise  the  money  of  the  people  so  the 
returned  bonds  could  not  be  paid  at  once  and 
interest  stopped.  The  act  of  the  Secretary 
doing  so  in  the  present  instance  will  not,  i 
hope,  be  sanctioned  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  people. 

A  careful  reading  of  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority will  show  how  cautiously  they  tried  to 
avoid  stating  distinctly  that  the  Secretary  had 
made  a  contract  with  the  gentlemen  who  call 
themselves  **  the  syndicate ''  that  they  should 
have  a  loan  of  the  money,  or  that  it  should  not 
be  drawn  from  their  banks  for  three  months; 
and  while  they  are  compelled  to  admit,  because 
the  Secretary  himself  admits,  that  such  was  the 
contract,  the  committee  do  it  in  the  most  deli- 
cate way.  But  if  Congress  adopts  the!  r  report, 
there  will  be  no  further  delicacy  on  the  subject ; 
future  contracts  will  be  made  on  the  authority 


of  Congress,  and  the  present  and  all  fstnt 
Secretaries  will  be  free  to  loan  the  public  Boaey 
as  the^r  please.  The  majority  of  tb«  eofBaii' 
tee  evidently  made  a  mistake  when  thej  say 
that  a  notice  was  issued  calling  in  anj  nnmbev 
of  bonds  simultaneously  with  the  depoeks  i^ 
money  for  the  purchase  of  new  bonds ;  km  fut- 
ure to  do  so  is  one  of  the  serious  oonplaiftti 
against  him. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  majority  of  the 
committee  find  no  excuse  for  the  loan  of 
$185,000,000  of  Government  money  to  the  Ra- 
dicate for  three  months,  except  in  that  el^ut 
of  the  forty-fitlh  section  of  tho  act  of  Jane  S, 
1864,  which  authorizes  the  Seerelajy  to  dca^ 
nate  the  nationiU  banks  as  depfMBtorsaa  of 
public  money  under  such  regulations  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  him.  They  intinaate  raih^ 
than  assert  that  be  had  authoritj  ander  ttet 
section  to  make  a  ^* regulation*'  Uiat  the  pub- 
lic money  should  not  b«  drawn  from  banks  is 
which  it  was  deposited  for  three  months.  I 
regard  that  position  as  wholly  antenable.  If 
by  *^  regulation"  it  could  be  loaned  to  the 
depositories  for  three  months^  whj  not  Cm 
three  years?  When  so  loaned  it  ceased  to  be 
public  money;  the  banks  simply  became  bor- 
rowers without  paying  interest,  and  not  depos- 
itories of  public  money.  The  Government 
lost  control  over  the  fund,  aad  had  to  look  to 
the  solvency  of  the  borrower  and  the  aecan- 
ties  furnished.  The  Secretary  does  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  he  ever  made  such  gteaerml 
regulations ;  on  the  contrary,  in  his  evideaes 
before  the  committee,  he  said,  when  qses- 
tioned  on  that  subject — 

**  The  banks  which  are  depositories  de  a  great  deil 
of  work  io  one  way  or  another  whieh  eoatd  not  b* 
done  by  the  sab-Treaenrioi  of  tho  United  Sfim. 
They  furnish  facilities  to  collectors  of  internal  rev- 
enue to  do  their  business. 

**  Mr.  Bkok.  And  you  reqau^  tiiat  as  a  fair  eqwiv- 
alent  for  the  use  of  the  money  of  the  GovemsMet 
which  they  have? 

**  Mr.  BouTWELL.  I  think  they  eonsider  the  repi- 
tatioD  which  being  designated  as  Qovemmeat  depos- 
itors gives  them  as  about  the  only  advaotage  wht^ 
they  receive.  They  are  liable  at  any  time  to  have 
the  money  deposited  by  the  Ooverament  called  is, 
aod  must  keep  fanda  ou  hand  for  tliat  parpoaa." 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  printed  statement  which 
I  have  before  me  (Mis.  Doc.  No.  38,  second 
session  Forty- Second  Congress,  furnished  by 
the  Secretary)  that  the  banks  designated  as 
general  depositories  have  held  a  weekly  average 
of  $11,858,858  52  of  public  money  during  the 
last  fiscal  year.  I  know  of  no  law  which  auUior- 
izes  the  Secretary  to  place  the  money  received 
for  the  new  five  per  cent,  loan  on  any  different 
footing,  or  deposit  it  on  any  different  terms, 
from  any  other  public  money.  The  simple  fact 
is,  he  made  a  contract  with  Jay  Cooke  A  Co. 
to  lend  them  that  money  without  interest,  as 
before  stated,  and  now  asks  Congress  not  only 
to  say  that  he  had  the  right  to  do  so,  but  to  give 
him  authority  to  go  on  and  make  other  sim- 
ilar loans  on  a  much  gnrander  scale.  1 1  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  Congress  will  do  it. 

If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the  Qlobe  for  1870, 
volume  eighty,  they  will  find  that  the  iranefs 
of  the  funding  bill  of  July,  1870,  bad  no  idea 
that  it  gave  the  Secretary  any  right  to  employ 
either  Jay  Cooke  or  any  of  his  Europeaa 
brethren  of  the  so-called  syndicate  as  special 
agents,  or  to  make  any  contract  with  them.  It 
was  intended  that  the  regular  fiscal  agencies 
of  the  Government  shouHd  conduct  the  nego- 
tiation of  this  loan.  The  Senate  bill  provi&d 
for  agencies :  the  House  bill  left  out  all  pro- 
visions, even  for  expenses.  The  law  as  it 
passed  was  finally  agreed  on  by  a  conferenee 
committee.  Wlien  the  Honse  bill  was  being 
discussed,  (see  page  5025,)  Messrs.  Uolhak, 
Wood,  and  Randall  urged  that  an  affirraatife 
provision  should  be  inserted  providing  that  no 
agents  should  t>e  employed  or  commissions  paid 
to  agents,  &q.  General  Schenck,  the  manager 
of  tJie  bill,  announced  that  that  was  not  neces- 
sary.    He  said  further : 

*'  The  bill  contains  no  appropriation  for  the  paiy- 
mentofagontB.aad  if  thefiecretaryshoBld  attenpt 
the  employment  of  agents  ia  the  manner  tha  geatlt- 
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man  from  N«w  York  [Mr.  WoodI  apprehendi.  he 
would  be  exceeding  his  lawful  autbority. 

**  Mr.  Wood.  The  gentleman  knows  that  the  Sed> 
retary  of  tbe  Treasary  does  not  alwayi  wait  for  an 
appropriation  by  law  when  he  wants  to  carry  out  an 
object." 

General  Schenck  replied : 

**I  think  we  can  trust  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas* 
"ttry  not  to  disreirard  tbe  provisions  of  law,  We  have 
aimed  in  this  bill  to  make  tbe  negotiation  of  these 
bonds  purely  and  eimpiy  a  Treasury  operation,  as- 
suming that  no  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  under- 
take to  spend  for  such  a  purpose  money  net  appro- 
Sriated.  or  to  appoint  agents  not  provided  by  Jaw. 
ur  bill  differs  in  this  from  the  Senate  bill,  which 
contains  a  provision  making  allowances  for  the 
employment  of  agents." 

After  the  Senate  and  Hoase  disagreed  a  con- 
ference coromtttee  was  appointed,  and  report- 
ed the  present  law  to  iheir  respective  Houses. 
General  Schenck  made  the  report  to  the  House, 
which  shows  the  meaning  anaintent  of  the  pro* 
vision  added  by  the  conference  committee  to 
the  second  section  making  the  appropriation 
of  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  to  pay  tne  expense 
of  engraving,  &c.  General  Schenck  said,  (see 
Globe,  volume  80,  page  5462:) 

**  One  of  the  modifications  to  which  we  consented  to 
oar  bill  was  to  a  partof  the  fifth  section  of  the  Senate 
bill  that  aathorized  the  appointment  of  agents  to 
necotiatethe  bonds,  and  provided  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ins  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  for  the  expense  of  pre- 
paring, issuing,  and  disposing  of  the  same.  We 
oln^eeted  to  the  employmentof  agents,  and  that  part 
of  the  section  was  abandoned  b^  the  Senate,  bat  we 
m^reed  that  the  Secretary  might  use  a  sum  not 
exceedinf  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  for  the  purpose 
of  engraving,  printing,  issuing,  advertising,  and  dis- 
poaing  of  the  bonds.  In  doing  this  it  is  with  the 
aasarance  and  understanding  that  there  will  be  no 
attempt  to  exercise  the  power,  not  given,  to  appoint 
spoeiai  agents." 

It  seems  to  me  that  with  stich  a  law,  so  con- 
straed,  and  passed  under  sach  circa mstances, 
the  Secretary  was  notified  in  advance  that 
snch  a  contract  as  be  shows  he  has  made  with 
Jay  Cooke  k  Co.  won  Id  be  a  violation  of  it 
ana  of  his  duty  under  it. 

So  far,  therefore,  from  being  able  to  indorse 
the  past  action  of  the  Secretary,  and  legalize 
all  ratare  operations  in  the  same  direction,  as 
the  resolation  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
proposes,  I  shall,  if  I  am  allowed,  and  no  one 
elae  does,  move  as  a  sntratitute  -some  such 
provision  as  this :  that  the  contract  entered 
into  by  the  Secretary  with  Jay  Cooke  k  Co. 
was  unlawful,  and  that  the  public  interest 
requires  that  in  all  future  negotiations  for 
the  funding  of  the  public  debt  under  the  law 
of  July  14,  1870,  no  other  expense  shall  be 
incurred,  and  no  contract  made,  beyond  the 
expenditure  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  oce  half 
of  one  per  cent,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  proviso  to  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

MESSAGE  FROai  TUB  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Symp- 
sov,  one  of  its  clerks,  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  had  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  fur  printing  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  y^ar 
1870,  with  ameudments,  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  was  requested. 

The  message  also  informed  the  House  that 
tbe  Senate  had  agreed,  without  amendment,  to 
the  resolution  ot  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
to  print  extra  copies  of  Professor  F.  Y.  Hay- 
den's  preliminary  report  of  the  United  States 
geological  survey. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  to  print  one  thousand  extra  copies  of 
tbe  United  States  Biennial  liegister  for  Ihe 
year  1871. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  for  printing  the  report  of  R.  W.  Ray- 
mond on  the  statistics  of  mines  and  mining, 
with  accompanying  engravings. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ooptereuce  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H«  K.  No. 
1062)  to  admit  certain  machinery  from  foreign 
countries  free  of  duty. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 


Senate  had  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  ^as  requested : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  862)  declaratory  ol  an  act 
entitled  *'An  act  to  reduce  internal  taxes, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  14, 
1370;  and 

.   An  act  (S.  No*  463)  to  regulate  criminal 
practice  in  the  Federal  courts. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  a  resolution  to  print  seven 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  and  accom- 
panying ma^  of  tbe  Tehuantepec  surveying 
expedition,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested, 

lUPOBTBD  MAOHINIRT. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  submit  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  import- 
ation of  machinery. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  report,  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  disasrreeinff 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1062) 
to  Admit  eertiUn  machinery  issftorted  ttom  forei^ 
countries  free  of  duty  having  met»  after  fall  and  free 
conference  have  agreed  to  recommend,  and  do  ree- 
ommend.  to  their  respective  Houses  as  follows : 

That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate*  and  agree  to  tbe 
same. 

The  House  not  afpreeing  to  the  second  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  it  is  recommended  that  the  sec- 
ond section  be  stricken  out. 

HORACB  MATOARD. 
MICHAELC.  KERR. 
L.  A.  SHELDON. 
Manoffert  on  the  part  of  th€  How€, 
JOHN  SHERMAN, 
GEORGE  GOLDTHWAITE. 
W.  P.  KELLOGG. 
Mmnagtr*  o%  the  part  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  MATNARD.  Unlets  some  gentleman 
desires  an  explanation,  I  move  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  be  concurred  in. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference  was  agreed  to ;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NEGOTIATION  OP  LOAN. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  The  only 
reason  why  I  appear  in  this  debate  at  all  ie 
because  I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  therefore  shall  be  held 
in  some  degree  responsible  for  its  action.  But 
before  X  proceed  to  make  any  remarks,  I  wish 
to  ask  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee if  he  considers  that  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution  by  the  House  will,  I  will  not  say 
approve,  but  encourage  or  justify  or  sanction 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  negotiating 
the  loan  upon  the  same  terms  upon  which  he 
has  negotiated  heretofore? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the 
voice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
is  responsible  to  his  superior  and  the  country 
for  the  way  in  which  he  discharges  his  dut^. 
I  take  it  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  will 
give  to  him  the  assurance  of  this  House 
simply  that  he  has  not  violated  the  law.  If 
tho  House  should  decide  that  he  has  violated 
the  law,  it  would  bave  such  an  effect  upon  the 
loan  that  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  go  on.  If  the  House  should 
decide  that  he  has  not  violated  the  law,  then 
1  suppose  he  will  hold  himself  responsible  to 
the  public  iudgment  upon  the  propriety  of 
going  on.  1  am  not  at  liberty  to  say,  for  I  do 
not  know,  whether  he  considers  this  arrange- 
ment so  advantageous  that  he  would  con- 
tinue it. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  was  not 
present  with  the^  committee,  as  the  gentleman 
kuows,  when  this  subject  was  investigated,  but 
I  have  read,  as  coming  from  tbe  Secretary, 
that  if  this  resolution  is  passed  by  the  House 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  consider 
himself  justified  in  going  ou  in  negotiating  the 
loan  <^n  the  same  terms. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  think  1  may  be  authorized 
in  saying  thi^  much|  and  beyond  that  I  do  not 


think  any  gentleman  is  authorized  to  go :  that 
upon  the  passage  of  this  rosolution  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  feel  that  in  no  respect 
has  he  violated  the  law ;  indeed  he  feels  so  now; 
and  he  will  feel  that  he  will  have  the  opinion 
of  this  House  backing  him.  Beyond  that  I  do 
not  think  any  gentlepian  is  authorized  to  state 
what  is  the  disposition  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  to  the  future  in  respect  to  the  loan. 
So  far  afl  the  public  printe  have  been  giving 
some  notice  of  an  offer  made  by  others,  I  only 
say  this :  that  no  such  arrangement,  so  far  as  I 
know,  has  been  entered  into,  nor  is  there  like- 
lihood of  any  such  arrangement  being  made 
upon  any  such  terms  as  1  have  seen  in  the 
newspapers. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  Yori.  Then,  if  the 
House  of  Representatives  passes  the  resolu- 
tion reported  from  the  committee  it  will  beaa 
approval  of  the  Secretary's  course,  and  to  that 
extent  an  encouragement  for  him  to  go  on. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  do  not  state  that.  Every 
gentleman  is  at  liberty  to  entertain  his  own 
private  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
Secretary's  ^ast  course.  The  adoption  of  thia 
resolution  will  be  the  judgment  of  this  House 
upon  the  legality  of  that  course.  Everything 
is  not  wise  that  is  lawfuL  It  may  be  in  tbe 
opinion  of  some  gentlemen  a  lawful  act,  and 
yet  not  a  wise  one. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to 
ask  one  other  question,  and  that  ia,  what  is  the 
amount  of  the  loan  which  has  been  negotiated 
under  the  act  of  the  last  Congress? 

Mr.  DAWES.  There  is  the  difference  be- 
tween this  loan  and  $l,500,00a000.  A  loan 
of  $1,500,000,000  was  aathorized  by  the  act 
.of  August  14,  1870.  This  loan^  including  all 
that  the  banks  have  taken  and  all  that  private 
individuals  have  taken,  when  completed,  will 
be  between  $285,000,000  and  $250,000,000, 
4fcnd  the  balance  of  the  $1,500,000,000  is  stiU 
authorized  by  the  act. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  ofiNew  York.  Thentheaot 
allows  him  to  go  further? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Yes,  the  act  albwa  him  to 
go  further. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Now,  without 
reference  to  the  past,  I  do  not  propose  to  dis- 
cuss the  course  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury^  which  has  been  so  ably  done  by  my  two 
colleagues  ou  the  committee,  but  I  do  propose 
to  make  a  few  practical  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  future  loan,  and  to  the  sanction  which 
the  approval  of  this  resolution  by  the  House 
will  give  to  any  farther  negotiations  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

**  It  is  of  no  use,''  to  use  a  vulgar  phrase,  ^'  to 
cry  over  spilled  milk.''  The  bankeis.  Jay  Cooke 
&  Co.,  or  the  syndieate,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  have  made  a  rich  and  profitable  bargain 
fpr  theoi selves ;  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  have  no  right  to  complaib  of  them  in  the 
least  degree.  And  X  have  no  doubt,  too,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (I  will  siby  it  in 
justice  to  him)  has,  to  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  ability,  and  in  good  &ith,  negotiated 
the  loan  with  the  syndicate,  or  with  Jay  Cooke 
k  Co. 

But  what  I  wish  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  is  a  atop  here,  and  give  no  encourage- 
ment to  go  any  farther ;  for  in  my  judgment  it 
will  be  an  utter  waate,  a  profligate  waste  of  the 
public  money,  and  a  donation  to  the  bankers  of 
the  syndicate,  in  the  further  negotiations  of  the 
loan,  of  millions  and  millions  of  dollars.  And 
J  do  not  think  the  House,  especially  the  Repub- 
lican side  of  the  House,  however  they  may 
desire  to  approve  the  oonrse  of  their  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary — and  they  will  approve 
that  of  course — are  bound  to  involve  themselves 
in  that  species  of  indorsement  of  the  Secretary 
which  will  justify  him  in  throwing  into  the 
coffers  of  the  syndicate  millions  and  millions 
of  money  hereafter;  nor  is  it  necessary  now, 
as  it  has  been  heretofore,  to  throw  onuselves 
wholly  into  the  arms  of  the  bankers  of  our  own 
country  or  of  the  bankers  of  Europe. 

Since  the  war  was  over,  since  the  trinrnph* 
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ant  victoriea  of  the  northern  armies  as  a  mere 
military  operation,  oar  country  has  arisen  as 
a  whole  throughout  all  Europe  and  throughout 
all  parts  of  the  world  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
is  not  onl^  believed  to  be,  what  it  is,  among  the 
richest,  it  not  the  richest  country  in  the  world, 
and  most  abounding  in  its  great  resources,  bat 
among  the  most  powerful  military  nations  on 
earth.  Therefore  I  speak  from  my  own  practical 
knowledge  when  I  say  that  hereailer,  if  time 
be  but  giren  for  the  better  comprehension  of 
our  resources,  our  debt  can  be  negotiated,  can 
be  funded  by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States  as  profitably  and  as  well  for  the  people 
of  the  United  States  as  any  debt  can  be  funded 
anywhere  by  any  Powerin  Europe. 

When  this  funding  act  of  Congress  was  first 
passed,  it  will  be  remembered  that  all  Europe 
was  in  a  state  of  commotion.  Prussia  was 
about  to  invade  France.  It  was  not  at  all  cer* 
tain  to  what  extent  the  conflagration  then  im- 
pending would  extend  throughout  all  parts  of 
Europe.  And  at  that  time  such  was  the  de- 
mand for  money,  for  the  purposes  of  war  in 
Europe,  by  Prussia,  by  France,  by  Russia,  and 
by  other  nations  who  were  negotiating  loans 
in  the  great  marts  of  Europe,  that  the  United 
States  were  to  some  extent  thrown  in  the  back- 
ground. Bat  those  loans  have  now  been  ab- 
sorbed, and  there  is  no  debt  now  before  the 
bankers  of  the  world,  there  is  no  nation  now 
standing  before  the  world  whose  credit  is  so 
high,  whose  resources  are  believed  to  be  so 
vast,  as  are  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  their  resources  at  the  present  time.  Hence 
it  would  be  folly,  it  would  be  the  highest  of 
folly,  the  worst  of  statesmanship  and  the  worst 
of  financiering,  for  the  majority  of  this  House, 
even  in  their  desire  to  approve  the  course  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  commit  them- 
selves to  him  or  to  the  bankers  of  our  own 
country  or  of  Europe  for  any  further  negotia- 
tions of  this  loan  upon  the  terms  upon  which 
it  has  been  negotiated  Arithin  the  past  few 
months. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
many  facts  which  have  damaged  our  credit 
hitherto,  and  which  are  now  gone  and  to  be 
gone.  The  old  members  of  the  House  will 
recollect  that  at  one  time  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  there  were  those  who  made  a 
loud  demand  for  repudiation,  amone  them 
one  of  its  oldest  and  most  influential  mem- 
bers, one  who  for  years  had  the  control  of 
the  majority  of  that  side  of  the  House.  And 
on  this  side  there  was  a  voice,  not  potential, 
not  loud,  not  influential,  but  not  the  less  call 
ing  for  repudiation.  And  the  majority  of  both 
parties,  Democratic  as  well  as  Kepublicaa, 
when  repudiation  was  pressed  upon  the  House, 
repudiated  repudiation,  and  by  that  vote  rees- 
tablished the  credit  and  resources  of  this  coun- 
try net  only  here  but  throughout  all  Europe. 

No  voice  on  this  or  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  now  demands  repudiation ;  all 
are  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  debt. 
The  action  of  Congress  upon  this  Subject  has 
lifted  the  public  credit  «o  an  enviable  posi- 
tion throughout  the  whole  world. ,  Just  before 
the  close  of  the  war  our  Gh>vemment  was  bor- 
rowing money  at  twelve  per  cent.  After  the 
peace  the  rate  of  interest  rapidly  fell  to  seven 
per  cent.  In  I860  it  fell  to  six  per  cent.;  in 
1870  to  five  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  before 
the  end  of  1871  it  fell  to  a  small  fraction  more 
than  five  per  cent.  The  interest  upon  the 
public  debt  has  rapidly  been  going  down.  I 
said  in  this  House  two  vears  ago  when  the 
funding  bill  was  discussed  here,  and  when  I 
supported  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  spite  of  some  hesitancy  among  my 
fViends  on  this  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  lending  that  support — I  said  then  that 
in  my  judgment  such  was  the  rising  credit  of 
the  cooniry  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  if 
time  ooold  onlv  be  given,  in  negotiating  the 
whole  public  debt  of  this  country  at  the  rate 
of  four  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Looking  back  to  the  period  before  the  war 


we  find  that  the  maximum  point  in  our  national 
credit  was  in  1855  and  1856.  Oar  six  per 
cent  bonds,  with  eleven  or  twelve  years  to 
run,  sold  then  at  115,  a  price  equivalent  to  par 
for  a  bond  bearing  four  and  one  half  per  cent, 
interest.  The  strength  of  this  Government 
is  greater  now  than  it  was  before  the  war.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  a  strength  altogether 
for  liberty  and  for  law ;  but  the  military,  the 
monarchical  strength,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of 
this  Government — that  which  Europe  and 
European  creditors  respect — the  consolidated 
power  of  the  Government,  is  greater  now  than 
It  was  when  we  were  selling  our  bonds  and 
paying  only  foar  and  ono  half  per  cent,  inter- 
est. Now,  is  it  wise  for  the  majority  of  this 
House  to  commit  itself  to-day  to  four  and  one 
half  per  cent.,  or  even  four  per  cent.,  and  pay 
these  enormous  expenses  for  the  negotiation 
of  these  loans  hereafter?  No  necessity  calls 
for  it.  It  will  be  a  most  profligate  use  of  the 
public  money  if  this  coarse  is  taken  bv  the 
Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury;  and  it  will  be 
wrong,  highly  wrong,  if  the  majority  of  this 
House  should  encourage  the  Secretary  in  so 
doing. 

I  therefore  ask  the  majority  of  this  House, 
(and  I  appeal  to  them  without  any  reference 
to  political  feeling,  for  I  know  that  they  will 
support  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  I  ask 
them  to  recommit  this  subject  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  at  least  an  indi- 
cation upon  the  part  of  speakers  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  if  not  by  direct  resolution, 
that  they  wish  for  some  other  legislation  upon 
this  subject  before  they  trust  the  whole  matter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  hereafter. 
The  interests  of  the  country  demand  this ;  the 
political  interests  of  the  m%jority  of  the  House 
demand  it;  the  tax-payers  demand  it.  I 
thiuk,  therefore,  that  course  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued. I  deeply  regret  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  in  the  main  act  so  har- 
moniously together,  have  differed  so  much 
upon  this  point,  and  that  a  majority  of  tbem 
have  felt  it  their  duty  to  commit  themselves  to 
what  seems  to  be  an  approval  of  the  course  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  consequence 
of  which,  if  ratified  by  the  House,  he  has  said, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed,  he  will  feel  himself 
justified  in  going  on  with  these  negotiatipns  as 
he  has  done. 

The  moment  the  bankers  of  Europe,  the 
*' syndicate''  of  Europe,  or  the  bankers  of 
America  see  that  they  cannot  obtain  these 
profitable  loans,  mark  my  words,  they  will 
comedown  in  their  terms,  and  the  negotiations 
can  be  made  on  a  much  more  advantageous 
basis  for  the  country  than  they  have  been. 
But  if  the  House  should  pass  this  resolution 
without  qualification,  the  terms  which  have 
been  exacted  will  still  be  demanded  or  in- 
creased, and  there  will  be  a  combination  of 
bankers  throughout  the  United  States  and 
EuropCj  which  mav  prevent  the  negotiation  of 
any  loans  at  all.  We  can  wait,  sir.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  us  now  in  this  generation  to  bind 
stl  posteritv  to  high  rates  of  interest.  Even 
if  we  would  manacle  ourselves,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  us  to  manacle  the  rising  generation. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  tie  up  ourselves  in 
bonds  which  we  cannot  break  asunder  without 
impairing  the  public  credit.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary; it  is  not  desirable.  Leave,  then,  the 
matter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  not 
as  it  now  is,  but  regulated  by  laws  more 
definite,  more  precise,  more  economical  than 
the  laws  under  which  he  has  felt  it  his  duty  to 
act  as  he  has  done. 

Mr.  COX.  When  I  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  Speaker,  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
discussion,  I  did  not  do  it  for  the  purpose  of 
making  any  personal  attack  on  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but  knowing  the 
history  of  the  law  which  he  has  broken,  having 
taken  some  interest  in  the  debate  at  the  time, 
and  seeing  comments  in  the  public  journals,  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  urge  examination  in  some 
quarter  as  to  this  particular  transaction.  The 


gentleman  from  New  Yoris,  [Mr.  Bkooks,]  bj 
honorable  colleague,  who  always  speaks  so  vdl 
and  so  wisely,  has  struck  a  train  of  thoag^i  I 
had  in  my  mind  at  the  beginning  of  the  remarks 
I  intended  to  make. 

The  question  of  funding  or  refunding  a  pub- 
lic debt  is,  as  he  well  considered  it,  someiiui^ 
more  than  a  problem  of  commerce  or  a  schc&c 
of  finance  or  taxation.  It  is  cooDected  viU 
economy  but  it  is  also  a  social  and  moral  as 
well  as  an  economic  problem.  The  jKXkrest 
nations  have  at  times  the  greatest  fiftcihties  for 
obtaining  money,  while  £e  richest,  like  oar 
own,  from  bad  financial  governmeot,  droup 
and  die  in  the  confidence  of  inankiud.  Con- 
fidence is  the  safeguard  of  credit,  private  asd 
public.  Popular  eocrgj,  domestic  economj, 
prosperity  in  trade,  and  tranquillity  in  tb« 
State,  contribute  to  confidence.  They  con- 
tribute steady  streams  into  the  reservoirs  of 
the  public  resources.  These  revenues  are,  ia 
a  literal  sense,  the  public  funds,  that  is,  the 
foundation  of  public  credit.  Mexico  and  Peia. 
with  all  their  mines,  have  little  credit.  Ike 
'* strong  box"  of  the  nation,  located  by  tbe 
President  in  our  sierras,  for  years  has  fiikd 
to  make  our  bonds  above  thoae  of  Turkey. 

From  1803  up  to  1848  the  product  of  the 
precious  metals  was  an  averago  of  $oO,000,(^ 
annually.  Then  came  California  and  Aastra- 
lia.  In  1700  the  stock  of  precious  metals  h«d 
swollen  to  $1,385,000,000.  From  1848  to  1863 
thegrossyield  was  $3,571,000,000,  the  tniraca- 
lous  average  of  $180,000,000  annually.  To 
our  own  land  this  immense  increase  is  dae ; 
and  yet,  and  yet  we  are  the  scorn  of  the  world 
for  our  financial  credit  and  our  miserable  car- 
rency. 

Bad  administration  is  illustrated  as  well  io 
Spain  as  in  our  late  ^'insurrectionary  States.'* 
The  quotations  of  the  Exchange  are  more 
certain  indices  of  public  virtue  and  jost  gpv- 
ernment  than  the  laudations  of  partisan  ora- 
tors or  the  military  antecedents  and  demon- 
strations of  civil  rulers  I 

The  historian  in  comparing  the  skillful  aaao- 
agemeut  of  the  funds  of  other  nations  with  oar 
own,  will  only  cease  to  wonder  at  the  con- 
tempt of  the  world  for  our  credit,  when  he 
reads  the  history  of  our  fiscal  administratiou. 
With  an  estimated  wealth  of  thirty- five  thon- 
sand  millions,  an  uuequaled  precious  pobhc 
domain,  and  resources  of  industry  and  immi- 
gration beyond  the  extravagance  of  speech^ 
the  management  of  our  public  tunds  has  been 
marked  only  by  blunders.  Three  of  these  I 
enumerate:  first,  increased  taxation  continued 
without  reason,  to  the  absorption  of  both  energy 
and  resources;  second,  inequality  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  fortunes  of  the  people,  not  only 
by  unjust  taxation,butby  the  speciai  enrichment 
of  favorites  with  largesses,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  syndicate ;  third,  in  the  lack  of  reciprocal 
confidence  between  the  individual  and  the 
Government,  whereby  funding  and  refunding 
seek  a  foreign  market  at  enormous  outlays  of 
expense;  fourth,  an  irredeemable  system  of 
paper  money  which  is  notthecnrrency  of  com- 
merce. 

Is  it,  therefore,  awonder  that  our  own  people 
are  loth  to  contribute  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? Is  it  wonderful  that  it  is  so,  even  at 
double  the  premium  or  interest  at  which  other 
nations  have  funded?  Is  it  a  wonder  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  compelled 
to  hawk  over  Europe  our  recently  authorized 
bonds,  and  reports  his  inability  to  place  any 
sum,  except  about  one  seventh  of  the  author- 
ized amount,  on  the  market?  Or  that  to  do 
this  he  is  compelled  to  shatterthe  law  and  allow 
extraordina'^y  and  illegal  outlay? 

The  funding  system  which  England  carried 
to  such  perfection,  by  which  old  debts  were 
relieved  by  a  new  one  with  less  interest,  and 
by  which  credit  was  made  steady  by  **  national 
books  "  with  sinking  funds,  and  by  relief  from 
unfair  taxation,  should  have  been  adopted  ia 
this  country.  Why  was  it  not  done  at  once 
adcr  the  war  ?    Who  are  responsible?    Why 
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not  a  consolidated  bond  issued  at  foar  per 
cent.,  and  the  heterogeneous  medley  of  incom* 

f>rebeo8ible  paper  securities   retired  to   the 
imbo  of  departed  devices? 

Turn  to  any  report  of  our  exchequer,  and 
see  the  mtiltilarious  and  incongruous  charac- 
ter of  our  securities  I    Loans  of  1842,  of  1847, 
l^ezus  indemnity,  Treasury  notes;  loans  of 
1868,  of  1860;  Oregon  debts,  seven-thirties, 
tiventy-year  sixes,  6ve-twenties.  United  States 
notes;  temporary  loans,  ten-forties,  certificates 
of  indebtedness,   postal  currency,  fractional 
currency,  railroad  oonds:  seven  thirty  Treas 
ury   notes;  nickel  metal,  greenbacks,  bank 
notes;  and  later,  these  four,  four  and  a  half, 
and  five  per  cents — ^a  promiscuous  and  incom- 
prehensible muddle,    [laughter,]  only   illus- 
trative of  our  contempt  of  experience  and  our 
ignorance  of  finance !     Scarcely  an  effort  has 
'been  made  for  a  consolidated  debt  at  less  ex- 
pense; only  an  effort  to  change  from  bad  to 
'worse,  to  aid  harpies  and  specnlators  at  the 
expense  of  our  constituents.     The  last  fund* 
ing  bill  of  Jnly,  1870,  is  a  climax  to  a  series 
of  cunning  and  chaotic  schemes  intended  to 
enrich  the  few  and  despoil  the  many. 

But,  in  justice  to  this  House,  a  brief  history 
of  its  action  last  Congress  will  show  thai  a 
valuable  measure  was  proposed  and  advocated. 
It  was,  however,  ignominiously  crushed  by 
our  conference  committees  afler  five  trials. 
The  Treasury  Department  and  the  senatorial 
nabobs,  if  f  may  be  allowed  to  use  the  expres- 
sion, [laughter,  J  overwhelmed  the  House.  Our 
proposition  for  a  simplefundingbill  of  four  per 
cent,  was  thrust  aside.  There  was  substituted 
for  it,  the  ambiguous  and  broken  law  of  July 
14,  1870.  By  a  vote  of  189  to  54,  almost  a 
party  vote,  it  was  carried.  It  will  be  interesting, 
in  view  of  the  statement  of  the  Secretary,  to 
trace  the  steps  leading  to  this  result. 

The  first  bill  reporttd  by  Oeneral  Schenck, 
on  June  80,  1870,  (Globe,  6018)  provided  for 
the  refunding  of  only  $1 ,000,000,000,  with  gold 
semi-annual  interest,  at  four  per  cent.  So 
careful  were  the  committee  to  guard  against 
the  increase  of  the  debt  that  to  one  simple 
section  only  of  the  bill  they  inserted  the  pro- 
viso ever  afterward  kept  in  all  the  bills,  that 
''nothing  in  this  act,  or  in  any  other  law  now 
in  force,  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any 
increase  whatever  of  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States.^'  As  the  bonds  were  payable 
after  thirty  years,  and  were  entirely  relieved 
from  taxation,  and  the  bill  had  no  job  in  it  to 
agents,  and  as  it  was  a  fair  tentative  experi* 
ment,  General  Schenck  said  he  believea  the 
time  had  come  for  us  to  challenge  the  world's 
attention  to  our  position  and  credit  He  as 
cured  us  that  the  bonds  would  be  taken,  even 
without  commissions,  or  by  making  the  inter- 
est payable  abroad,  or  the  principal  payable 
10  foreign  coin. 

lliis  bill  was  ably  handled  by  my  two  col- 
leagues, [Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Brooks.]  The 
latter  urged  a  four  per  cent,  loan :  the  former 
was  opposed  to^ny  sinister  disturbance  of  our 
present  bonded  system.  The  latter  showed 
that  less  the  taxation  it  was  equivalent  to  a 
six  per  cent.  loan.  He  courteously  contro- 
verted the  idea  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Wood] 
that  it  was  a  foreign  loan.  Both  were  meas- 
urably right,  as  the  sequel  shows.  A  motion 
to  make  it  a  foreign  loan  with  interest  payable 
abroad,  and  that  iu  foreign  currency,  failed. 
During  this  debate  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Coburn]  thought  we  would  derive  great 
advantage  "  by  placing  the  loan  in  Europe 
without  the  intervention  of  bankers,  brokers, 
and  shavers."  But  why  he  did  not  vote  his  own 
good  thought?  Another  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  Holmak,]  more  consistent,  offered  to 
amend,  so  as  to  prohibit  anpr  agencies,  in  the 
United  States  or  elsewhere,  for  the  exchange  of 
the  bonds.  General  Schenck  remarked  that 
such  an  amendment  '*was  not  necessary;" 
meaning  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  contem- 
plated. My  colleague,  [Mr.  Wood,]  ably  sup- 
ported by  the  vigilant  gentleman  from  Peuusyh 


vania,  [Mr.  Rahdall,]  illnsirated  his  distrust 
the  bill.  He  was  afraid  that  agents  might  be 
employed  under  it  to  the  public  detriment. 
How  was  he  met  by  General  Schenck  ?  1'he 
leader  of  the  House  said  that  only  the  oflScers 
of  the  Treasury  would  be  emplojred ;  and  if 
the  Secretary  employed  outsiders  he  would 
**  exceed  his  lawful  authority."  To  this  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Wood]  responded,  **  The  Sec- 
retary does  not  always  wait  for  an  appropriation 
bv  law  when  he  wants  to  carry  out  an  object." 
How  prophetic  and  significant ! 

On  the  1st  of  Jnly,  1870,  debate  was  resumed. 
I  had  then  the  honor  to  observe  the  valuable 
features  of  this  plain  four  per  cent,  loan,  and 
called  upon  €leneral  Schenck  for  reliable  au* 
thority  as  to  whether  the  four  per  cents,  could 
be  negotiated.  He  announced  in  response  his 
confident  expectation,  from  communications 
in  his  possession  from  banks  and  bankers  in 
France,  that  this  loan  would  be  taken,  and 
that,  too,  without  the  intervention  of  agents 
or  jobbers.  While  anxious  to  reduce  inter- 
est, I  regretted  that  there  was  not  a  **prohibi- 
tion  agamst  the  Department  indulging  in  the 
great  abuse  heretofore  practiced  of  employing 
agents  to  fill  their  own  pockets  out  of  the  sale 
of  bonds."     (Globe,  6066.) 

Further  to  illustrate  the  history  of  this  legis- 
lation, a  member  of  the  Ways  and  Means  [Mr. 
Kbllet]  assumed  to  tpeak  from  men  who 
knew  (perhaps  they  were  of  the  syndicate) 
that  there  were  $^00,000,000  in  the  country 
ready  for  the  four  per  cent. ;  and  with  that,  or 
half  of  it,  in  the  Treasury,  "we  could  redeem 
in  a  few  months  every  overdue  five-twenty 
bond!"  Again,  my  experienced  colleague, 
[Mr.  Wood,]  cautioned  the  House,  that  while 
the  Ways  and  Means  might  have  opportunities 
to  know  much,  they  were  in  the  position  ''for 
having  practiced  on  them  the  grossest  decep- 
tions for  interested  purposes."  (Globe,  5068.) 

Then  there  was  a  flurry  and  a  fight !  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Matnard,] 
of  the  Ways  and  Means,  fiercely  called  mv  col- 
league to  order.  He  was  in  such  high  dudgeon 
at  this  truthful  and  prophetic  remark ,» that  my 
colleague  barely  missed  being  honored  by  a 
second  ccnsore.  Still  he  reiterated  that  there 
were  tricks  to  be  guarded  against  fVom  a  class 
of  selfish  and  adventurous  bankers.  This  was 
before  the  *' syndicate"  had  been  baptized, 
though  it  was  doubtless  bom  and  active  at 
that  time.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1870,  that  bill 
passed  the  House.  I  was  one  of  those  who  did 
not  vote  for  it  nor  a|;ainst  it;  I  feared  the 
Greeks.  A  s  my  colleague's  amendment  against 
employing  agents  had  been  voted  down,  1  was 
apprehensive  that  such  corrupt  agencies  would 
be  used,  as  it  were,  constructively ;  for  the  very 
voting  down  of  tke  amendment  would  have 
been  made,  as  we  can  now  see,  a  pretext  for 
the  employment  of  suspicious  agencies  outside 
of  the  Preasunr.  The  bill,  however,  was  not 
a  bad  one.  It  was  rightly  called  a  bill  for 
"refunding  and  coiisolidating"  the  debt.  If 
squarely  executed,  it  would  have  avoided  the 
late  questionable  transactions  as  to  the  syndic- 
ate; and  it  would  have  enabled  the  taxpayer 
to  save  the  two  per  cent,  which  it  was  claimed 
would  have  been  saved  by  the  issuance  of  an 
untaxed  long  bond  of  four  per  cent. 

I  tegret  now  that  I  did  not  vote  for  that  bill. 
We  got  something  worse  in  the  end.  Sub- 
sequent study  and  reflection  have  convinced 
me  that  by  just  management,  and  without  the 
agencies  of  so  peculiar  and  exclusive  a  nature 
as  this  syndicate,  such  a  bond  could  in  a 
reasonable  time — at  least  before  1672— have 
been  advantageously  placed  upon  the  market, 
and  a  great  saving  made  to  the  overbnrdenea 
people.  Time,  energy,  and  reduced  taxation 
would  have  enabled  a  skillfnl  Government  to 
fund  its  great  debt.  Our  enterprise  and  surplus 
capital  would  have  prevented  the  prolongation 
and  increase  of  the  immitigable  calamity  of  for- 
eign indebtedness.  With  borrower  and  lender 
both  here,  with  principal  and  interest  located  at 
home^  with  our  money  supplies  on  the  ground, 


would  we  not  have  retained  those  easily  earned 
profits  or  interest  which  are  now  carrieid  out  of 
the  country  on  over  twelve  hundred  million 
dollars  of  our  securities?  Would  we  not  have 
avoided  our  present  slavish  dependence  upon 
the  mercy  of^the  foreign  creditor?  Would  we 
not  have  avoided  giving  away  the  command 
of  our  resources,  the  payment  of  interest  and 
redemption  of  money  abroad,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  rates  of  exchange,  which  inevitably 
follow  such  slavish  dependence? 

Why  should  we  go  over  Europe  with  our  five 
per  cent,  bonds  and  our  half  per  cent,  com- 
missions and  other  losses,  and  by  juggling 
syndicates  seek  in  vain  for  the  prompt  and 
proper  recognition  of  our  resources  and  our 
creait?  Is  tnere  any  reason  why  this  country, 
so  affluent  in  wealth,  and  so  grand  in  destiny^ — 
the  young  giant  of  t^e  globe,  just  putting  on 
its  imperial  purple  of  power,  if  not  of  strength — 
should  not  nave  the  same  credit  as  other  coun- 
tries ?  One  of  the  most  earefiil  writers — I  mean 
Fenn,  in  his  work  on  "  Funds,"  (1867,  London 
edition) — estimates  the  average  annual  rate  of 
interest  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  at 
four  per  cent.  The  interest,  as  we  know,  of 
the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  alone,  or  most 
of  her  debt,  to  wit,  her  consols,  is  but  three  per 
cent.;  that  is,  on  about  seven  hundred  million 
pounds,  outof  her£781,500,000,  the  interest  is 
but  three  per  cent. 

In  a  time  like  this,  when  scientific  and  me- 
chanical agencies  are  cumulating  means ;  when 
the  gold  and  silver  of  the  mountains  are  being 
delved  after  with  such  skill,  persistency,  and 
reward ;  when  only  since  1860  the  English  home 
debt  has  diminished  one  hundred  millionr,  and 
when,  as  we  have  boasted,  we  pa^  the  same  on 
our  debt  per  year;  when  money  is  so  plentiful 
that  in  seven  years,  up  to  1867,  the  world's 
national  debt  has  increased  $6,000,000,000, 
not  counting  the  enormous  railway  debts  of 
the  world~$l,500,000,000  more ;  at  such  an 
epoch  of  the  world,  when  credit,  once  a  pigmy, 
has  become  a  gigantic  wonder,  our  nation, 
under  its  boasted  rule  of  men  "entirely  great," 
ffoes  around  the  world  dickering  with  parvenu 
bankers  and  sot  disant  syndicates  at  the  rate 
of  seven  and  a  half  millions,  as  commissions 
on  fifteen  hundred  millions  only,  and  that, 
too,  at  an  interest  or  premium  on^  per  cent, 
greater  than  the  average  rate  of  all  other 
nations ! 

I  speak  in  no  party  sense  when  I  say  that 
we  are  humiliated  by  such  fiscal  failures  and 
scandals. 

Bvt  this  House  was  not  originally  responsi- 
ble. Brave  words  were  spoken  here  by  Repub- 
lican leaders  against  passing  under  the  sena- 
torial and  syndicate  yoke.  But  the  vote  shows 
we  went  under  1    The  fiiet  is,  we  are  yet  under  1 

Bat  tliis  is  not  the  exact  grievance  which  is 
complained  of  just  now,  and  which  I  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  House  by  my  original 
resolution.  Tke  Globe  records  of  the  12th 
July,  1870,  pa^  6461,. show  how  hard  it  was 
to  eat  the  leek  tendered  to  the  House  by  the 
Senate  and  Bvndicate;  but  there  was  one  con- 
eolation  the  leader  (General  Schenck)  gave  to 
the  House,  and  ttiat  is,  that  the  Senate  had 
agreed  to  the  House  demand  against  using 
special  agents.  This  is  his  remark ;  I  had  it 
marked  for  Quotation  before  my  friend  firom 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Bbok]  struck  it  so  pertinently 
and  cogently ;  it  is  remarkable  in  view  of 
recent  events : 

**  We  objects  to  the  employhig  of  asents.  and 
that  partof  theseotion  wu  abandoned  hj  the  Senate, ' 
but  we  agreed  the  Secretary  might  uf  e  a  sum  not 
ezoeeding  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  for  the  purpose 
of  enfraviog,  printing,  issaing,  advertising,  end 
diiposing  of  the  boadt.  In  doing  this  it  is  with  tlie 
asturaooo  and  uaderstandiog  that  there  wiU  be  no 
attempt  to  exercise  the  power  not  given  to  appoint 
speoial  agents;  but  they  will  fo  on  employinf  and 
oomiaiMioniog,  and  those  who  do  the  bosineas. 
whoever  they  may  be.  who  exercise  any  a^eaoy  in 
putting  the  bonds  on  tne  market,  will  receive  their 
eommission.  In  other  words,  it  will  open  the  bonds 
to  everybody,  but  there  can  be  no  speoial  agents." 

And  yet  the  honorable  Secretary,  in  the  face 
of  this  ofiicial  statement  from  the  head  of  the 
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<^Way8  and  Meani,''  has  ibe  effr onteiy  to  pre* 
teod  that  he  bad  a  knowledge  of  what  was 
desired  by  the  Ways  and  Means  in  placing 
these  bonds  on  the  market  in  the  way  ne  did. 
To  be  sure,  he  did  employ  abroad  officers  of 
the  Treasury,  Judge  Kichardson  and  General 
Spinner;  and  perhaps  the  banks  might  be 
called  his  agents  in  a  general  sense,  but  not 
'*  special  agents."  Not  only  was  the  spirit  of 
the  law,  as  thus  ambiguously  defined  on  its 
passage  through  this  House,  diefied  by  the  Sec- 
retary, but,  AG.  Speaker,  it  was  done  in  defi- 
ance of  the  very  noderstanding  of  Congress. 
The  Senate  had  agreed  to  abandon  the  cor- 
rupting and  partial  syatem  of  pets  for  their 
'^  special"  greed.  Ihe  House  had  not,  it 
seems,  succumbed  ir hen  they  limited  the  Sec- 
retary to  his  one  half  of  one  per  cent.  So  sajs 
General  Scbenck.  When  it  was  before  us  on 
the  12th  of  July  I  remarked  on  this  juggle  as 
follows: 

**  But  th«  second  lOBtiMi  of  the  bill  embraced  in 
this  report  of  the  conference  committee  proposes 
to  appropriate  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  half  of  one 
per  cent,  of  the  bonds  hereio  authoriswl  to  pay  the 
ezpeoses  of  preparini^  issuing,  advertising,  and  dis- 

ftosing  of  the  same.  Now.  I  do  not  see  any  special 
imitation  to  that  claose.  Who  are  to  be  the  agents  to 
be  selected  ?  How  are  they  to  dispose  of  these  bonds, 
at  home  or  abroad  7  All  of  these  matters  should  be 
fixed  in  some  definite  way,  with  proper  restrictions. 
Already  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  may 
say  the  executive  department,  have   aggrandised 

Sower  enough  in  connection  with  our  fiscal  system, 
ne  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  $1,500,000,000  worth  of 
bonds  will  amount,  according  to  my  calculation,  to 
$7,500,000.  This  is  the  sum  which  is  to  be  given  out 
in  some  wa^  or  other  to  the  special  £avoritee  of  the 
Administration  for  the  time  being.  I  would  set  no 
such  precedent.  We  in  this  House  have  passed  no 
such  proposition.  The  conference  committee  have 
not,  in  my  jodgment,  reprMented  the  views  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  consenting  to  give 
this  great  power  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  may  be  ezeroised  fbr  the  advantage  or  his 
favorites.'^       •••••♦♦• 

'*!  wonld  limit  the  Treasury  to  four  per  cent, 
bonds.  I  would  authorize  the  employment  of  no 
agents.  I  would  save  all  that  I  could  for  the  people. 
I  would,  wherever  possible,  strike  off  tarit's  and 
taxes,  reduce  the  balance  of  tiade  against  us,  and 
thus  prepare  the  way  for  the  only  panacea  for  the 
financial  and  industrial  evils  under  which  we  are 
now  suffering-'the  gradual,  honest,  fair  reeumptioa 
of  specie  paymenu.  This,  as  gentlemen  will  dis- 
cover, is  the  only  panacea  for  ail  our  ills.  I  say  to 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  the  future 
will  work  with  us.  God  wUl  work  with  us  by  His 
laws;  commerce  will  work  with  us,  and  I  trust  both 
sides  oftheilouse.  before  the  lapse  of  two  years,  will 
work  with  us  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
a  return  to  the  legitimaAeonrrenoyof  eommeroe,  the 
money  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  only  ta£i  basis 
of  trade,  hanking,  or  currency." 

While  it  was  by  the  merest  cat<^- phrases 
that  the  bill  was  passed  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  half  per  eent.,  and  thai  Itli  exeeolion 
was  restricted  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
nevertheless  I  distrusted  the  law.  It  might, 
as  I  feared,  be  construed  in  the  intoresi  of 
'*  special "  agents  and  favorites  ( iMid  so  it  has 
been.  The  minority  of  the  Waya  and  Means 
have  presented  in  this  connection  the  facta  and 
figures,  whieh  show  just  how  mucb  above  the 
half  per  eent.  theae  ^^ special  agents"  have 
been  enabled  to  make  by  the  equivoque  of  the 
bill  and  in  defiance  of  hb  provisions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  because  of  this  remark- 
able ooodition  of  the  case  that  I  iotrodnced 
my  resolution  of  inquiry,  ebargiog,  first,  iJUe- 
gal  expenditures;  and  second,  an  ingrease  of 
the  debt.  Public  morality,  the  law-aJbiding 
spirit,  and  the  meaning  of  the  law  as  iiHer- 
preted  by  our  best  financier,  demanded  an 
investigation.  Men  and  journals  of  both  par* 
ties,  and  of  no  partisan  bias,  demanded  ezr 
planation*    Have  we  had  it  ? 

I  do  not  complain  that  the  inqairy  has  been 
defeated  as  proposed.  It  was  the  dutv  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  to  have  reported  oack 
my  resolution  for  the  action  of  the  House. 
But  they  seem  to  have  thought  that  by  mak- 
ing a  few  verbal  inquiries  of  the  Secretary 
and  of  Mr.  Jay  Cooke,  it  was  then  their  prov* 
ince  to  report  a  resolution  screening  the  Sec- 
retary! If  the  resolution  was  worth  their  im- 
perfect inquiiy  for  the  purpose  of  tndoraiug 
the  Secretary,  it  was  worth  a  more  complete 
investigation  for  higher  objects. 


Mr.  Jay  Cooke,  with  the  reat  of  the  mystic 
brotherhood  of  the  syndicate,  might  have  been 
compelled,  nnder  a  proper  investigation,  like 
Ku  Elux  witnesses,  to  answer  particularly 
and  on  oath.  Mr.  Cooke  might  then  have  told 
us  what  he  did  make,  and  not  evaded  or  failed  to 
answer.  That  he  did  make  more  than  the  one 
half  of  one  per  cent,  is  clear.  The  Secretary 
himself  confesses  that  while  the  bonks  only 
got  *^one  fourth  at  first,  and  aflerward  one 
eighth  of  the  one  per  cent.,"  the  syndicate  got 
the  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  plus  all  that 
remained  of  the  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  after 
paying  the  banks  their  commissions  and  the 
expenses.  This  remarkable  construction  of 
the  Treasury  allows  the  expenditure  of  the 
whole  $7,500,000  on  any  sum  or  proportion  of 
the  loan.  This  the  Secretax^r  aid  not  deny. 
He  only  acted  on  it  with  reference  to  the 
syndicate  and  the  $180,000,000  which  they 
took.  But  who  ever  heard  of  such  nresump- 
tive  stretches  of  arbitrary  power  ?  Who  ever 
believed  that  the  law,  which,  aa  Qeneral 
Schenck  said,  forbade  any  **  special  agents," 
could  be  tortured  first  into  their  employment 
and  then  into  payment  to  them  of  any  sum  less 
than  $7,600,000  for  any  proportion  of  the 
$1,500,000,000  of  the  loan? 

How  much  money  was  made  ont  of  the  de- 
posit of  money  with  the  banks  the  minority 
of  the  committee  have  ciphered.  It  runs  into 
millions ;  for  the  money  was  practically  kept  by 
them  four  or  five  months.  The  Secretary  could 
not  tell  how  much  the  svndicate  made.  Mr. 
Cooke,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Kerr,  did  not  answer 
how  much  his  banks  made  by  the  use  of  this 
money  which  belonged  to  the  Government. 
<*  Some  would  miike  more  and  some  less,"  he 
naively  said.  Is  there  no  need  of  an  inquiry 
to  ascertain  bow  much  was  made,  and  who  got 
it?  If  the  Government  did  not  set  it,  and  the 
syndicate  did  get  the  extra  muiions  above 
the  one  half  per  cent. ,  where  did  it  come  from  ? 
Did  it  oome  from  the  people,  the  over-taxed 
people?  Oh  I  but  the  Government  woqld  have 
made  nothing  by  leaving  it  idle  in  the  Treas* 
ury ;  and  for  that  reason,  says  Mr.  Cooke,  we 
thought  we  would  job  on  it.  That  requires,  if 
not  investigation,  at  least  the  application  of 
some  remedial  legislative  cauatic.  One  thing 
is  clear,  somebody  has  been  enriched  at  the 
jsxpense  of  somebody;  and  that,  too,  by  the 
use  of  public  funds  and  special  agents.  If 
that  is  not  a  breach  of  the  law,  then  it  is 
because  the  law  was  purposely  framed  with 
an  ambiguous  voice.  -  It  is  itself  a  fraud, 
and  the  Secretary  who  would  execute  such  a 
law  in  the  interest  of  a  banking  band,  and 
against  the  interest  of  the  people,  deserves 
aomething  else  than  commendation. 

Many  questions  occur  under  the  resolution 
I  offered  which  are  not  answered  by  the  tech- 
nical pleading  of  the  committee.  If  answered| 
it  would  appear  that  the  Government  has  been 
bound  in  an  i^egal  contract  to  the  syndicate 
and  not  the  syndicate  to  the  Government.  This 
contract  and  its  etfect  were  well  described  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr. 
BscK  and  Mr.  KGRa.]  Why  did  the  Govern- 
ment agree  to  pay  double  interest,  eleven  per 
cent,  in  all,  on  a  large  amount  for  a  long  time? 
Is  the  tax-payer  or  the  country  in  a  belter 
condition  than  if  this  exceptional  negotiation 
had  been  postponed  two  years?  How  much 
extra  tax  is  laid  upon  the  tax-payer  now,  to 
gain  a  prospective  saving  which  could  have 
beeo  made  better  in  1873  ? 

Other  questions  require  solution.  The 
Treasury  reported  $92,000,000  gold  <<coin 
in  hand"  the  last  of  November,  and  since 
the  1st  of  January  they  report  $111,000,000 
gold  coin  in  hand.  In  the  mean  time  the 
payment  for  the  called  bonds  and  1st  January 
interest  (as  far  as  paid)  was  $32,000,000,  while 
the  receipts  for  duties  were  $15,500,000.  There 
shonld  have  been  a  diminution,  no(.  an  increase. 
Practically  there  was  but  little  change  as  the 
receipts  and  payments  are  in  the  certificates. 
Whence,  then,  the  reported  increase?    Evi- 


dently it  is  an  amount  standing  to  the  crc4 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  books  of  Jtj  Cookt 
&  Co.,  and  some  national  banks;  a  vcr;  if 
ferent  thing  from  gold  on  hand,  or  n&is 
^'  coin  in  hand,"  aa  reported.  Talk  of  tke 
syndicate  receiving  three  months'  iateroc 
No  one  knows  how  much  interest  tbey  recmt? 
on  the  money  still  left  with  them,  and  wkid 
they  could  not  pay  in  gold  at  once. 

Again,  all  the  $200,000,000  new  issue  were 
said  to  be  taken  September  1,  and  leuledk 
December  1 ;  yet  on  January  1,  in  the  osul 
monthly  report,  hardly  half  the  amouu  ii 
included  as  issued. 

I  should  like  to  have  had  pertinent  inqoiriei 
like  these  put  to  Judge  Richardson  aod  tc 
General  Spinner  as  well  as  to  the  sjodic^e 
and  the  Secretary :  when  and  how  moch  m 
the  coin  in  the  Treasury  derived  from  the  ^• 
dicate  ?  By  the  second  section  of  the  Isv  tht 
Secretary  was  to  sell  or  exchange  at  par  tiMl 
for  coin.  The  bonds  were  issued  September 
1  j  they  bear  that  date ;  interest  nnu  £roB 
that  time.  Now,  did  he  exchange  on  thtt  dsj? 
If  the  gold  was  in  the  Treasury  on  tint  dtj 
why  did  he  not  show  it  in  his  report  of  Octo- 
ber 1  ?  if  the  gold  was  not  paid  into  the Trcu- 
ury,  did  he  issue  bonds  on  the  1st  of  Septen- 
her  in  exchange  for  bonds  on  December  1 1 

The  Secretary  claims  that  the  depoaiumes 
are  a  part  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  coarse  ibe 
the  gold  was  in  the  Treasury  if  it  was  in  \k 
banks.  As  there  is  something  very  eahoaf 
in  the  manipulation  of  our  funds  and  coin,  it 
would  be  well  to  know  how  mach  isaved, 
not,  as  Mr.  Boutwell  boasted  in  his  CiDdnoaii 
speech,  $24,375,000,  (less  fees,  $1.625,000, o£ 
the  $200,000,000,)  but  in  the  next  three  jem 
by  the  proposed  reduction  of  interest  wiud 
could  be  better  done  then  than  now?  Is  do: 
the  effect  of  this  shrewd  managemeot  that  va 
syndicate  should  hold  the  new  bonds  ninety 
(lays,  drawing  interest,  before  being  obtigtdto 
pay  over  the  gold  or  the  old  bonds?  It  w,  if 
It  worth  while  to  continue  such  transaciio&i? 
Who  dare,  in  the  face  of  the  statements  of  ilte 
minority  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Beck  vxi 
Mr.  Kerr,]  deny  that  such  transactions  are  a 
fraud  on  the  public? 

What  the  whole  amount  of  compenistiM 
the  syndicate  will  receive  on  tne  vko*^ 
$1,500,000,000  will  be  my  friends  of  tbemiB- 
ority  of  the  Ways  and  Means  show,  h  viU 
be  somewhere  near  twenty-five  millions-t 
pretty  douceur  I  What  it  actuslly  co£(  u  ^ 
place  the  $200,000,000  five  per  centi  od  tk 
market  has  been  well  descril^d.  U  is  showi 
that  the  syndicate  will  make  for  the  portJos 
they  took,  $3,350,000,  less  the  expenses,  e*u- 
mated  at  $300,000.  The  national  baok^  tooii 
$65,776,550  before  August  1.  The  Miioatl 
banks  proper,  outside  of  the  syndicatet  ^^J 
took  $14,877,800.  The  First  NatioosI  Bijk 
here  in  Washington  took  the  sum  o{$l^h' 
618,950.  This  bank  is  in  the  syndicate.  The 
minority  of  the  commiuee  ahow  that  the  sjo- 
dicate  got  the  use  of  $185,000,000  for  four 
months,  if  not  longer,  and  made  nearly  fojir 
miiliousj  less  expenses,  on  their  pari  of  ue 
transaction,  including  their  perceotsgc*;  ^' 
mated  at  over  seven  hundred  and  seTeoty- 
thcee  thousand  dollars.  . 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Secretafj  was  bouod 
to  lose  the  three  months'  interest,  as  he  bid 
to  give  the  three  months*  notice.  I  ^"'  "J^ 
answer  this  myself,  but  give  Mr.  Boutwell  jW 
answer  of  the  Boston  Advertiser  of  Deoemwr 
7.  It  is  a  paper  in  his  interest  and  of  b^ 
party.     It  s^ys : 

"As  to  the  point  which  hat  been  most  «n"«ijj,', 
the  loss  of  three  months*  interest,  Mr.  Bout«w' 
argaea  that  ho  was  obliged  to  give  thrwi  BOf^ 
notice  on  the  six  per  cents,  and  that  as  b^^^'J?! 
do 80  till  the  five  nerocnts  wore  placed aiHl.pv<^i«J' 

Jo  much  lose  of  interest  was  of  necessity  »o"""r 
le  might  have  etipulated  that  the  fire  P^"^^ 
should  he  issued  only  as  the  six  per  eeotsweceiw^ 
for,  and  it  may  be  fairly  nrgcd  that  tb«  lo^  ?'  L 
terest  by  the  Treasury  on  gold  lying  ittle  w^. 
means  the  same  thing  as  the  actual  ps^ff*  ,\i-bL 
torest  for  three  months  on  a  double  amocDt  oi  ucvu 
Xhe  mannor  in  which  the  new  loan  wM  aefw*^ 
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involved  an  excess  of  the  aathority  granted  by  the 
funding  act.  and  a  violation,  more,  perhaps,  of  the 
spirit  of  the  act  than  of  its  terms,  but  in  any  case  it 
is  a  precedent  that  is  very  dancerous,  though  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  as  honest  as  Mr.  Boutwoil  it  may 
have  worked  no  harm.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Secretary  has  made  a  good  bargain  for  the  countr]^ 
notwithstanding,  but  this  is  not  the  question  now 
before  us.  Neither  arc  we  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  the  spirit  of  the  law  did  not  restrict  within 
too  narrow  limits  the  authority  of  the  Secretary, 
and  thus  require  that  the  loan  should  be  taken  on 
conditions  which,  if  strictly  complied  with,  would 
have  rendered  it  of  no  avail  to  appeal  to  foreign 
capitalists." 

Again  it  is  said  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  law  forbidding  the  increase  of  the 
debt ;  that  there  had  to  be  a  temporary  increase. 
I  will  not  answer  that  farther  than  to  say  that 
if  the  Secretary  could  increase  the  debt  for 
three  months  $180,000,000,  he  could  increase 
it  for  three  years  $1,000,000,000. 

But  it  is  said  "the  law  is  impossible  of  exe- 
cution.'* Ah  1  Let  another  Republican  paper 
dispose  of  that ;  for  it  gives  the  tenderest  con- 
struction to  this  transaction.  The  New  York 
Elvening  Post,  in  a  recent  number,  said : 

"The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  re- 
ported on  Mr.  Boutwell's  *  syndicate'  business, 
acquitting  him  of  the  charge  that  he  exceeded  his 
powers  by  increasing  the  funded  debt,  or  by  incur- 
ring an  illegal  expenditure.  They  do  not  deny  that 
the  funding  act  forbids  any  increase  of  the  princi- 
pal debt,  nor  that  the  Secretary  made  a  temporary 
increase  of  it  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  loan. 
They  do  not  deny  that  the  same  act  limits  the  com- 
xnisiiion  on  the  loan  to  one  half  of  one  per  cent.,  nor 
that  he  gave  the  syndicate  that  percentage,  and 
the  use  ot  the  whole  amount  of  money  borrowed  for 
about  ninety  days  besides.  In  each  respect,  there- 
fore, there  wns  an  apparent  violation  of  the  act,  of 
-which  the  Secretary  can  be  acquitted  only  by 
pleading  ambiguity  in  the  law  itself  or  in  his  acts. 
The  act  did  not  contemplate  such  a  negotiation  as 
be  made.  The  terms  of  that  negotiation  were 
oxpressly  contrived  to  avoid  a  direct  confliot  with 
trbe  words  of  the  act.  or  at  least  to  find  souie  pretext 
among  its  own  inconsistent  provisions,  while  escap- 
ing from  the  effect  of  its  prohibitions.  This  is  not 
obedience." 

I  would  like  also  to  understand  what  the 
Atlantic  Monthly  means  by  this  statement  in 
defense  of  the  Secretary : 

"  The  long  and  theshortof  Mr.  Boutwell's  explana- 
tion is.  that  he  has  succeeded  in  funding  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  United  States  bonds  by  mfeans  of 
'violating  the  funding  bill.  A  groat  deal  of  fault  has 
been  found  with  him  for  this;  but  #hen  we  reflect 
bow  many  laws  are' every  year  broken  by  officers  of 
Government — how  many  sheriffii  take  illegal  fees, 
bow  many  constables  make  illegal  arrests,  how 
many  consuls  and  ministers  do  queer  things,  and  in 
how  many  eases  they  make  handsomo  fortunes  by  the 
violations  of  the  law— Mr.  Boutwell  may  well  main- 
tain that  a  Secretary  who  violates  the  laws  of  the 
eountry  for  theconntry's  good,  and  not  for  his  private 
emolument,  is  not  asT>ther  men  are." 

I  am  willing  to  accord  to  the  Secretary 
good  intentions,  out  of  which  this  inquiry 
arises.  I  did  so  when  I  offered  the  resolu- 
tion. Bat  he  has  no  right  to  complain  of  the 
criticism  of  the  country  on  his  acts,  when  he 
himself  confesses  their  doubtful  legality  by 
asking  congressional  expression ;  and  when 
his  own  party  defend  him  only  on  the  ground 
that  he  did  good  and  made  the  loan  by  hreak- 
ing  of  the  law.  He  is  the  man  of  all  others  to 
set  an  example  of  legal  integrity.  He  is  no  vul- 
gar custom-house  moiety- monger;  he  ia  no 
spoliator  on  honest  commerce  or  mercantile 
enterprise,  if  I  had  been  a  Brntus,  and  he 
had  been  illustrating  his  financial  Caesarism, 
and  my  blow  had  made  a  vacancy,  1  should 
have  to  regret  it,  because  his  place  could  or 
would  not  have  been  filled  this  year,  perhaps, 
by  so  acceptable  a  man.  I  remember  much  to 
his  praise  and  little  to  his  dis{)raise.  The  arrow 
I  let  fly  at  him  was  not  unlike  that  of  Jona- 
than. It  was  not  intended  so  much  to  hit 
him  as  to  indicate  his  surroundings  and  vindi- 
cate the  law. 

Shall  I  ever  forget  that  when  I  urged  here 
three  years  ago  a  prompt  response  to  my  com- 
plaiots  of  the  "general-order*'  frauds  of  the 
New  York  custom-house  \  when  I  procured  a 
paper  to  be  signed  by  my  colleagues  here,  in- 
aorsing  one  from  our  merchants,  representing 
$850,000,000  of  commerce,  he  at  once  ordered 
investigation  ?  He  promptly  answered  the  res- 
olution which  I  presented,  and  which  passed 


this  House.  Shall  I  forget,  to  his  praise,  that 
he  wrote  to  the  collector  to  suspend  the  swin- 
dle, and  put  it  on  right  grounds,  too?  But  why 
did  he  not  abdicate  when  his  order  was  con- 
temned? Is  power  so  sweet  pr  honors  so 
full-handed  in  these  degenerate  days,  that  he 
could  afford  to  obey  the  dictates  of  men  in 
high  places,  engaged  less  in  the  glory  of  equi- 
table rule  than  in  the  '^ennobling  pursuits  of 
avarice?*'  Nor  can  I  forget  that  my  ideas  on 
this  subject  of  pets  and  commissions  have  been 
colored  somewhat  by  that  of  Mr*  Boutwell. 
While  a  member  of  this  House,  on  January  1, 
1809,  he  proposed  a  bill,  forbidding  "percent- 
age, deduction,  commission,  or  compensation 
of  an^  amount  or  kind  to  any  person  for  the 
negotiation  of  any  of  our  securities  or  coin.** 
All  honor  to  the  Congressman  I  Can  I  thus 
exclaim  for  the  Secretary?  That  bill  was 
petitioned  for  by  all  the  great  bankers  of  the 
United  States.  I  hold  their  petition  in  my 
hand,  signed  by  hundreds.  New  York.  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  and  Chicago  all  demanaed  com- 
petition and  publicity  in  these  matters ;  and  the 
Secretary  then  heeded  them.  But  now  he  turns 
from  their  prayer  and  hands  over  his  principles 
and  his  practice  to  the  syndicate,  and  finds  a 
committee  to  indorse  his  "  new  departure.** 

Although  my  resolution  is  ignored  by  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  it  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  good.  It  has  developed  enough. 
It  has  killed  the  syndicate.  The  cry  is,  **  No 
more  syndicates.**  I  have  proposed  a  bill 
similar  to  that  of  the  Secretary,  which  will 
crystallize  my  ideas  into  a  repealing  law.  If 
my  resolution  has  done  no  other  good,  it  has 
at  least  proclaimed  the  glaring  defects  of  the 
law,  so  loosely  construed,  even  if  for  ^ood 
purposes.  The  country  should  be  thanKful 
that  the  attention  of  Congress  is  called,  not 
only  to  the  exceptional  and  juggling  legisla- 
tion of  the  last  Congress,  with  a  view  to  its 
remedy,  but  called  also  to  the  fact  that  one 
the  best  members  of  the  Cabinet  has  fallen 
into  the  practice  of  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  has  assumed  authority  never  con- 
ferred. 

Besides,  it  became  indispensable,  under  the 
light  of  free  journalism  and  Congressional 
criticism,  that  our  credit  should  not  be  further 
tampered  with  and  dishonored  by  such  a  sys- 
tem of  private  greed  and  favoritism.  We  do 
not  want  to  grant  an  exclusive  monopoly  to 
dicker  in  the  public  securities.  Truly,  we  have 
had  enough  of  these  manipulations  and  muta- 
tions of  our  investments.  Their  effect  reaches 
every  element  of  our  wealth,  every  industry  of 
our  land,  and  every  dollar  of  our  capital.  I 
have  an  extract  here  which  illustrates  what  I 
say  in  a  remarkable  way : 

**  Extent  of  the  /2»n^  (^aro/ftotM.— Though  the  Treas- 
ury ring  rarely  uses  a  dollar  of  its  own  money,  its 
finanoial  operations  count  up  among  the  thousand 
millioM.  The  contents  of  our  national  Treasury 
is  ever  at  its  command,  and  at  times  it  controls  and 
manipulates  for  its  own  benefit  the  entire  bonded 
debt  of  the  nation.  Able  at  anr  time  to  seeretly 
look  up  mr  unlock  one  or  more  hnndred  million  dol- 
lars of  the  peopfe's  money,  it  controls  the  value  of 
the  merchants  wares  and  the  products  of  our  manu- 
facturers, farmers,  mechanics,  and  day-laborers 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
Having  the  power  to  manipulate  our  national  debt 
by  withdrawing  bonds  from  the  market  and  secretly 
or  openly-potting  them  afloat  again,  always  at  Gov- 
ernment expense,  the  ring  has  our  money  market 
almost,  if  not  wholly,  in  its  control.  Counting  Mr. 
Boutwell's  syodicate  operation,  a  large  portion  of 
our  national  debt  has  been  manipulated  into  and 
ont  of  the  market  not  less  than  thirteen  times  during 
the  last  ten  years.  Any  one  at  all  familiar  with 
the  ring's  operations  can  trace  these  astounding 
financial  jobs  for  himself.  Take  a  portion  of  the 
$200,000,000  of  the  new  five  per  cents  recently  pat 
upon  the  market,  for  example.  This  is  the  way  it 
was  manipulated : 

**  1.  It  was  pat  in  the  market  ten  years  ago  by  the 
Treasury  Department  in  the  form  ef  Treasury  war- 
rants, certificates  of  indebtednejis,  quartermaster's 
vouchers,  &c. 

"2.  Next  withdrawn  or  purchased  lu  by  ring 
brokers  at  a  heavy  discount. 

"  3,  It  then  appeared  in  the  market  in  the  form  of 
greenbacks. 

"  4.  Greenbacks  drawn  out  by  secret  sale  of  Treas- 
ury rififf  commission  brokers. 

^'6.  The  seven-thirty  Treasury  note  makes  Us 
appearance. 


**  6.  The  seven-thirty  note  Is  withdrawn  by  ring 
br«>kers. 

"  7.  Finds  the  honest  greenback  again  in  its  place. 

"8.  Thegreenback  is  again  withdrawn  by  the  ring. 
. "  9.  Shows  the  five-twenty  bonds  to  have  taken  up 
a  position. 

**  10.  The  five-twenties,  or  a  small  portion  of  them« 
disappear  syndicateward. 

"11.  The  long-lost  gold  coin  appears  ngaio. 

**12.  Gold  coin  disappears^  what  little  there  is  of  it 

*'13.  After  a  sojourn  of  nmety  days  in  the  syndi* 
cate,  the  new  five  per  cents  make  their  appearanct 
in  the  market. 

"  A  portion  of  the  five  per  cents  were  exchanged 
directly  for  five-twenties,  thus  reducing  slightly  the 
number  of  manipulations  of  the  portion  directly  coo- 
verted;  the  balance  was  managed  as  above  stated, 
making  thirteen  manipulations  in  all." 

This  may  or  may  not  be  exactly  the  manner 
in  which  this  remarkable  syndicate  performs ; 
but  it  ia  by  no  means  distant  from  the  truth. 
Talk  about  Biddleaod  the  United  States  bank  ! 
Talk  about  the  pet  bank  system  of  thirty  years 
ago.  They  were  as  mole-hills  to  this  mountain 
of  fiscal  favoritism. 

And  all  these  remarkable  transmutations, 
which  have  no  parallel  in  the  sleights  of  the 
Oriental  juggler,  are  done  by  what?  a  syndic- 
ate !  And  what,  in  the  name  of  the  common 
people,  is  a  syndicate? 

What  is  a  syndicate?  Now,  Mr.  Speiaker, 
I  am  a  little  reluctant  to  trouble  the  House 
with  my  researches  into  this  nondescript.  My 
reluctance  springs  from  the  remarks  made  ibe 
other  day  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  [Mr. 
Dawes.]  1  have  a  chronic  veneration  for  hia 
paternal  ponderosity.  I  do  not  wish  him  to 
understand  that  1  felt  the  unkindness  of  his 
chastisement.  Pater  ivsi  colendi,  &c. — he 
chastened  out  of  love.  Nor  did  I  the  other  day, 
when  urging  prompt  action  by  the  HtiUSf  on  free 
ships,  mean  to  derogate  from  him  or  his  com- 
mittee, or  others,  while  J  seemed  to  arrogate  to 
myself  competent  legislative  knowledge  on  that 
point.  I  am  aware  that  if  I  should  suggest  to 
this  House  that  water,  mixed  or  unmixed, 
seeks  its  level,  the  gentleman  would  ask  it  to 
be  referred  to  th6  Ways  and  Means,  as  that 
committee  has  charge  of  the  tax  on  fluids. 
If  1  should  propound  the  question  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  that  a  man  who  has  something  can 
better  afford  to  pay  something  than  one  who 
has  nothing,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  refer  it  to  his  sub-committee  on 
the  income.  If  I  should  in  a  modest  way 
intimate  that  the  greater  contained  the  lees, 
and  would  wish  it  to  go  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  leader  of  the  House  would 
by  some  ways  and  divers  meaoa  divert  it 
to  his  committee.  When  I  rentured  to  pay 
that  the  House  ought  to  know  by  this  time 
that  it  is  better  to  bay  things  cheap  than  dear, 
and  that,  toof  whether  made  by  a  tall  man  or 
short  man,  male  or  female,  black  or  white,  a 
man  abroad  or  at  home,  whether  the  thing  was 
a  peck  of  salt  or  a  steam^^hip,  wliether  pea- 
nuts or  pig  iron,  the  gentleman  would  have  it 
referred  for  the  consideration  of  the  Ways  and 
Means.  So  that  after  his  reproof  I  am  fe:irfut, 
difortiorij  to  allude  to  any  superior  knowledge 
I  have  as  to  what  is  a  syndicate;  it  might  be 
referred.  But  I  have  had  so  man^  inquiries 
about  the  syndicate,  that  I  am  anxious  to  tell 
what  I  have  beard,  so  as  to  answer  the  unso- 
phisticated. In  fact,  when  by  the  permission 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  I  was  honored  by 
being  called  before  them,  one  of  them  asked 
me  what  a  syndicate  was. 

There  are,  Mr.  Speaker,  various  ideas  in  the 
public  mind  as  to  what  a  syndicate  is.  Most 
of  these  ideas,  as  a  scientist  and  a  Regent  of 
the  Smithsonian,  I  repudiate.  My  colleague. 
fMr.  WooDf]  who  seems  to  be  an  accompished 
lexicographer,  anticipated  much  that  i  would 
say  on  this  topic ;  but  even  his  definition  fails  to 
meet  public  curiosity  or  expectation.  [^Laugh- 
ter.] The  vulgar  idea  is  not  one  which  this 
refined  House  ought  to  embrace.  A  colored 
citizen  of  South  Carolina  writes  to  know  if  it 
is  connected  with  the  Ku  Klux.  [Laughter.] 
My  friends  from  Vermont  and  Ohio  can  answer 
that  question.  True,  my  friend  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Maynarb]  has  shown  here  that  the 
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Ea  EIuz  are  iutelli2ent  and  Bcbolarlj,  and 
use  learned  words  of  Pythagorean  meaning ; 
bat  the  syndicate  is  not  a  political  term.  |t 
has  no  Ku  Klux  secrecy  or  disguise.  It  is 
purely  mercenary.  Some  have  supposed  th&t 
it  was  a  great  land  animal  of  the  prehistoric 
time,  when  our  planet  was  filled  with  mon- 
sters ;  but  I  think  it  is  the  cunning  device  of 
a  later  epoch,  since  roan  came  in. 

A  gay  and  festive  friend  writes  me  to  say 
that  it  is  one  of  the  genus  Giascutieus,  whose 
adventures  are  handed  down  through  the  tra- 
ditions of  time,  with  which  western  members 
are  familiar;  1  am  not.  A  scholar,  learned 
in  philology,  says  it  comes  from  the  original 
Chinese,  and  is  pronounced,  *'Ah-Sinde-cat/' 
from  a  well-known  player  of  cards,  called  the 
'^  heathen  Chinee.**  [Laughter.]  While  on 
the  island  of  Corsica,  I  saw  the  devil-fish 
of  Victor  Hugo — a  horrible  marine  monster, 
with  most  remarkable  tentacula,  which  clasp 
the  human  form  in  their  slimy  claws.  It  has 
depopulated  whole  villages  by  the  ^  sea.  It 
is  called  by  the  natives,  in  their  mixed  lan- 
guage, **8undy  cato;**  [laughter;]  but  the 
Ileal  syndicate,  I  think,  is  of  the  land,  though 
it  may  cross  the  sea  at  times.  A  revenue  re- 
former writes  me  that  it  is  an  animal  peculiar 
to  Pennsylvania,  with  a  head  of  iron,  eyes  of 
nickel,  legs  of  copper,  and  heart  of  stone.  It 
consumes  every  green  thing  outside  of  its  own 
State. 

These  are  the  crudities  of  the  vulgar.  I 
resorted,  sir,  to  my  favorite  books  for  the 
definition. 

A  satisfactory  account  of  this  remarkable 
nondescript  is  given  by  Sir  John  Mandeville 
in    his  famous  Travels   in   Cathay.    ''While 

fassing  many  contrees,  both  by  land  and  sea, 
cherched  on  the  Chinese  wall  a  strange 
animal  of  the  lizzard  kind.  He  was  known 
in  anciente  books  as  a  chameleon.  When 
the  sun  did  shine  he  took  various  colors; 
sometimes  it  wore  a  golden  hue,  and  some- 
times had  a  green  back.  [Laughter.]  I  caught 
him  by  means  of  a  Steele  mirror,  which  so 
bedazzled  his  eyne  that  he  was  easily  caught. 
I  bring  him  home  as  a  straunge  beaste.  It  is 
called  by  the  natives  a  scindicat.*' 

My  colleague,  [Mr.  Brooks,]  who  is  just 
from  China,  and  even  visited  the  Chinese  wall, 
will  verify  this  remarkable  explanation  of  the 
syndicate.     [Laughter.] 

But,  sir,  after  all  my  researches  into  science 
and  books,  I  was  not  entirely  satisfied,  and 
when  summoned  before  the  Wavs  and  Means 
to  put  questions  to  my  honorable  friend,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  find  the  report 
records  mis  colloquy : 

**  Mr.  Cox.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  syndicate  ? 

"  Mr.  BouTWiLL.  I  mean  Jay  Cooke  k  Co.,  and 
others  oooueoted  with  them  in  thLi  country  and  in 
Europe.    I  do  not  know  who  they  are." 

A  writer  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly,  in  eluci- 
dation of  this  blackness  of  darkness,  says  that 
a  syndicate  is  the  European  equivalent  of  what 
is  called  a  ring  in  America.  Eureka!  It  is  the 
magic  ring  on  which  the  genii  wait,  like  that 
recorded  in  the  oriental  fable. 

Now,  I  submit,  Mr.  Speaker,  did  you  ever 
hear  of  an  officer  making  bargains  involving 
hundreds  of  millions  with  unknown  parties — 
with  rings?  Some  are  in  this  country  and  some 
in  Europe.     Who  are  the  mysterious  Euro- 

§eans?  Is  it  the  occupant  of  Chisd-haTSi? 
eriously,  sir,  whoever  they  are,  and  what- 
ever they  do,  the  Secretary  is  responsible,  and 
this  Congress  is  responsible  for  their  acts ; 
for  this  rin|^  or  syndicate  are  irresponsible 
agents,  forbidden  by  law  and  paid  in  defiance 
of  its  provisions,  lliey  have  no  business, 
under  our  law,  about  tne  Treasury.  As  a 
Representative  of  the  people,  I  presume  them 
to  be  interlopers.  Sir,  in  this  time  of  execu- 
tive usurpation — when  even  the  supreme  judi- 
cial tribunal  is  reorganized  and  appointed  to 
reverse  a  decision  in  the  interests  of  ffreedy 
speculators  and  cormorants — it  is  high  Ume 
that  the  law-makers  of  the  land  did  their  duty 


here  by  fearless  criticism  and  just  legislation. 

I  have  done  mine. 

•  I   propose,  in   conclusion,  an  amendment 

to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Ways  and 

Means : 

RetolvedtThSithQ  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  the  bill  before  them  prohibit- 
ing all  commissions,  deductions,  or  compensation  of 
any  kind  to  any  person  for  the  sale,  nefotiation, 
and  exchange  of  United  States  securities,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  employment  of  any  agentexcept  a  proper 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  such  sale, 
negotiation,  and  exchange. 

During  the  delivery  of  the  above  speech  the 
following  colloquy  occurred : 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  deeire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  a  question. 

Mr.  COX.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon, 
but  I  decline  to  yield. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  What  country  in  the 
world 

Mr.  COX.  I  know  the  gentleman  will  try  to 
force  in  his  question,  although  I  decline  to 
yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  In  what  country  in  the 
world  can  they  get  a  four  per  cent,  loan  at  this 
day? 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  has  not  the  court- 
esy to  refrain  from  asking  his  question,  when 
I  have  declined  to  yield  the  floor  for  any  ques- 
tion so  that  the  continuity  of  my  remarks  mny 
not  be  broken. 

Mr.  DAWES.    Let  me  say 

Mr.  COX.  The  honored  and  heavy  father 
of  the  House  ought  to  keep  his  children  in 
order. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  is  precisely  what  I 
desire  to  do,  to  preserve  the  order  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  COX.  My  friend  from  Massachusetts 
is  the  very  one  to  chastise  his  children  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  merely  wish  to  ask  a 
question. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  have  I  the  floor 
or  not?  If  I  have,  I  decline  to  yield  to  any 
interruption.  When  I  declined  to  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  he  was  discourt 
eons  enough  to  insist  on  holding  the  floor  and 
getting  out  his  question,  which  I  did  not  hear, 
however. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  was  following  the  evil 
example  set  by  my  friend  from  New  York. 

Mr.  COX.  But  I  have  never  persisted  in 
interrupting  a  member  holding  the  floor  when 
he  declined  to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  DAWES.  My  sole  purpose  was  to  pre- 
vent this  controversy. 

Mr.  COX.  He  is  a  sly  old  gentleman  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  RANDALL.     No  hypocrisy  or  cant. 

Mr.  DAWES.  No  remaras  of  mine  justify 
any  such  impertinence  as  that  of  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Pennsylvania.  If  he  cannot  appre- 
ciate proper  and  parliamentary  remarks,  it  is 
not  my  fault. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  beg  the  gentleman's 
pardon.  I  do  appreciate  the  gentleman  at  his 
full  value.  I  thought  his  remarks  justified  the 
remarks  I  made  in  that  they  were  not  sincere, 
but  were  made  rather  to  aggravate  the  disturb- 
ance instead  of  promoting  peace  between  the 
two. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  know  of  anything 
I  have  said  that  will  justify  that  statement. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  described  it  sim- 
ply in  what  I  conceived  to  be  terse  and  proper 
language. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  have  no  words  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  RANDALL.    And  I  wish  none. 

Mr.  DAWES.  He  is  the  keeper  of  his  own 
character,  as  I  am  of  mine.  I  am  entirely 
satisfied  if  he  is.  If  he  cannot  appreciate  a 
proper  remark  of  mine  without,  resorting  to 
the  use  of  unparliamentary  language  I  cannot 
help  it.  I  have  no  words  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  is  not  my  wish  either 
to  have  words  with  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 


sachusetts, -except  to  put   him   in   bis  tm 
attitude. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  yield  to  this  at  all,  aad 
I  am  really  sorry  for  what  has  occarred. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  remairks  of  Mr. 
Cox, 

Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS  took  Uie  floor. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Will  my  col- 
league give  way  to  a  motion  to  adjoaro  7 

Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS.  It  seenaa  to  ne  w« 
had  better  go  on  this  evening  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  call  the  preriots 
question  at  the  conclusion  of  the  gentleaaB'i 
remarks 

Mr.  WOOD.     And  then  adjourn. 

Mr.  DAWES.    Yes,  and  then  adjoora. 

Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS.  Mr.  Speaker,  tk«. 
resolution  to  which  this  report  is  a  respoaae 
was  introduced  on  the  first  day  of  the  aesaiofi. 
There  was  no  delay  in  1  he  attack  upon  tb«  Treas- 
ury. On  the  day  subsequent  toe  gentl^sM 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox,]  my  colleague,  took 
occasion  to  say: 


(*' 


It  is  a  part  of  our  dut)[  in  the  Oppontioa  b«n. 
especially  when  the  majority  on  the  other  tide  um 
great  and  so  triumpbaot.  to  challonc®  •verytluar 
that  comes  from  the  Admioistratioa  that  doci  vot 
look  right  prima  facie.  This  is  one  of  the  bmotac- 
tions  which  the  country  deoiands  should  b«  riddled 
from  one  end  to  the  other." 

I  do  not  question  the  rifl^ht  of  mj  colleagoe 
to  **  challenge  anything  that  comes  from  the 
Administration;"  but  the  jaatice  of  hia  chal- 
lenge is  to  be  decided  in  the  presence  of  the 
fact  that  when  those  remarks  were  made  there 
was  upon  the  desks  of  the  members  of  i^ 
House  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury stating  the  precise  terms  and  conditioai 
of  this  loan.  That  statement  is  fall  and  fraak 
and  open ;  so  is  the  uniform  policy  of  the 
Treasury.  Let  the  country  always  know  what 
the  Treasury  is  doing,  and  it  wiil  hare  the  best 
possible  assurance  of  honesty  and  fidelity. 

That  statement  is  so  clear  and  precise  that 
the  committee  adopt  it  as  presenting  the  exact 
factH  in  satisfactory  words: 

**0n  the  28th  of  February  last,  pablie  Dotiee  wh 
giTen  that  on  the  6th  of  the  following  March  booki 
would  be  opened  in  this  countiy  and  in  Europe  for 
subsoriptioDS  to  the  notiooal  loan,  under  the  art 
approved  Jnl7  14,  1^,  and  the  oonditiona  oa  wkieh 
toe  subscriptions  would  be  receired  wer«  aiaoaads 
knowo.  All  the  national  baoks,  and  a  lar^e  oaabw 
of  bankers  k>oth  in  this  oountry  and  ia  Earope.  ««r» 
anthoriied  to  reeeive subscriptions.  Th«fir»t  prefer- 
ence was  given  to  subscribers  to  the  five  p«r  eeet 
bonds,  within  the  limit  of  $200,000,000.  On  the  1st 
of  August  the  subscriptions  amouuted  to  $65J77tJ5Silk 
chiefly  by  the  national  baokm 

*'  Under  date  of  July  11, 1871.  a  dispatch  was  re- 
ceived from  Hon.  William  A.  Richanwon.  Assistaat 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  then  in  Londoo.  statioff 
that  certain  bankers  in  Eurooo  proposed  to  take  tb< 
remainder  of  the  $200,000,000  of  five  per  cental  opes 
certain  conditions.  This  proposition  was  eonsidcred 
and  modified,  and  early  in  August  on  acreement  was 
made  with  Messrs.  Jay  Cook  a  A  Co..  repreventiof 
bankers  in  Europe  and  in  the  United  States.  By  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  the  parties  represented  by 
Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  had  the  right  to  subi^enbe 
for  the  remainder  of  the  $200,003,000  of  aaid  bondi. 
by  giving  notice  thereof  at  any  time  previooa  to  the 
1st  of  April  next,  and  by  subscribing  tor  $IO.OO9lOO0 
at  once,  and  for  an  average  of  at  least  five  millioa 
dollars  of  bonds  per  month  during  the  intervraioc 
time,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  national  banks  to 
subscribe  for  $50,000,000  within  sixty  doya  from  the 
25th  day  of  August. 

"  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  ■ubsortptions  shoald 
all  be  made  through  national  banks,  and  oertifieates 
of  deposit  therefor  issued  by  said  banks  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  bonds  to  be  lodged  with  tJie 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  amooat  of 
the  deposit.  By  a  printed  circular  if^ued  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1871,  It  was  announced  that  national 
banks  making  or  obtaining  subscriptions,  payable 
in  coin,  would  be  designated  by  the  Spcretoir  of  the 
Treasury  as  depositories  of  public  money,  oo  tb« 
usual  condition  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  UieTreas- 
nrer  of  the  United  States  bonds  of  the  United  State? 
for  the  security  of  such  deposits ;  and  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  each  month,  notice  would  b« 
given  of  the  redemption  of  an  amount  of  bonds 
equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions  in  coin  for  the 

f»receding  month,  interest  to  cease  in  ninety  days 
rom  the  dato  of  such  notice. 
"It  was  also  stated  in  the  circular  that  as  the 
bonds  called  should  mature  the  deposits  would  be 
drawn  from  the  several  banks  proportionately. 

"  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  sabseribors  to  the 
loan  should  receive  as  commissions  wbatorer  might 
remain  of  the  half  of  one  per  cent,  allowed  by  Uv 
upon  the  $200,000,000,  after  paying  the  cost  of  paper 
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for  the  bonds,  fbr  engraving.  priDtiirg,  odTeriiiing, 
delivery,  nnd  all  other  expenses  of  the  same. 

**  Under  this  agreement  the  books  were  opened  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe,  and  by  the  last  of 
August  subscriptions  were  obtained  for  the  entire 
amonnt  offered/' 

Now,  both  the  aathority  for  and  the  restric- 
tions upon  the  nczotiatioo  which  we  are  con- 
sidering are  found  in  the  act  of  July  14, 1870. 

it  seems  to  be  the  fortune  of  the  gentlemen 
opon  the  other  side  to  be  able  to  read  ybtj 
clearly  every  restriction  in  the  law,  bat  to  fail 
to  discover  the  purpose  of  the  law  and  the 
means  for  carrying  it  oat.  Now,  I  see,  and 
we  all  see,  that  if  it  is  the'object  of  gentlemen 
to  prevent  the  refunding  of  the  debt,  there  is 
A  constmetion  of  the  law  which  will  pat  a 
strait  jacket  upon  the  Treasury.  If  you  read 
only  the  last  three  lines  of  the  first  section  you 
understand  that — 

**  Nothing  in  this  act,  or  in  any  oth'er  law  now  in 
force,  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any  increase 
whatever  of  the  bonded  debt  of  the  United  States.'' 

Read  oa,  and  you  will  find  that  tlie  Secretary 
is  authorized  to  exchange  these  new  bonds  for 
the  five  twenties  at  par.  But  except  by  that 
cue  method  of  exchange,  par  for  par,  no  pos- 
sible issne  of  a  new  bond  can  take  place  with- 
out in  a  certain  sense  increasing  the  debt.  No 
matter  how  many  five-tweuties  may  have  been 
first  redeemed,  every  issue  of  every  bond  is 
ipso  facto  an  increase  of  the  debt.  And  far- 
tner :  if  gentlemen  read  onl^  the  last  three 
lines  of  the  second  section,  it  is  possible  to 
put  a  strait-jacket  npon  the  Treasury,  so 
that  the  Secretary  may  not  be  able  to  bay  one 
sheet  of  paper  or  to  have  oue  bond  engraved. 
So  far  has  criticism  gone  as  to  claim  that  the 
Secretary  has  a  right  under  this  clause  to  dis- 
burse but  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the 
bonds  actual Iv  negotiated.  At  the  outset  it  is 
conceivable  the  Secretary  should  have  an  offer 
for  $100,000;  one  half  of  one  percent,  on  that 
sam  would  not  enable  him  to  have  one  bond 
engraved,  or  to  make  any  arrangements  for 
negoiiation.  All  this  is  absurd,  bat  all  this  is 
in  toe  very  line  of  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side. 

Now,  this  act  was  passed  for  a  purpose.   It 

is,  as  defined  by  the  title,  **to  astborise  the 

refunding  of  the  national  debt.'*     It  clothes 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  power  to 

carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  act,  and  it  gives 

him  reasonable  authority  to  do  that.    This  is 

clear  not  only  from  the  spirit  of  the  law,  but 

from  its  letter.     In  the  second  section  it  is 

expressly  provided — 

*'Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Is  hereby 
anthorited  to  sell  and  dispose  of  any  of  the  bonds 
issued  under  this  act  at  not  less  than  their  par  value 
for  coin,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the 
redemption  of  any  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States 
outstanding,  and  known  as  five-twenties." 

Of  course,  the  process  must  be  in  that  order. 
The  bonds  must  first  be  sold,  and  then  the  pro- 
ceeds may  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of 
five- twenties. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  seek  to  do  away 
with  the  force  of  the  prohibition  in  either  the 
first  or  second  section.  The  prohibition  against 
the  increase  of  the  bonded  debt  has  a  meaning, 
and  it  ought  to  be  enforced.     It  may  be  inter- 

greted  to  signify  that  the  bonded  debt  shall  not 
e  increased  above  the  amount  at  which  it  stood 
at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act — July  14, 
1870 — and  1  believe  there  is  no  pretense  that 
in  that  sense  the  prohibition  has  been  at  all 
violated.  But  there  is  another  and  a  clear  and 
an  intelligible  sense  in  which  that  prohibition 
may  be  read  in  connection  with  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  which  is,  that  the  Secretary  shall 
spU  these  new  bonds  and  apply  the  proceeds 
to  the  redemption  of  fivetwentie."*,  and  that 
except  by  this  process  the  bonded  debt  shall 
not  be  increased  in  any  mode  whatever. 

Now  that,  it  Eoems  to  me,  U  the  clear,  sensi- 
ble reading  of  the  act.  Any  diversion  of  the 
fund  from  that  sacred  purpose  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law.  It  cannot  be  maintained 
that  those  moneys  have  been  applied  in  any 
other  way  whatever.   They  have  been  devot<Hl 


to  the  redemption  of  the  five  twenties,  and 
they  have  been  devoted  promptly. 

My  friend  and  colleague  upon  the  committee, 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,] 
chooses  to  argue  that  there  Las  been  a  certain 
delay  in  calling  in  the  five-twenties.  Now,  will 
the  House  bear  with  me  while  I  say  that  sub- 
scriptions to  this  loan,  as  shown  by  the  table 
to  which  both  my  colleagues  have  referred, 
runs  down  into  this  very  current  month  of 
January ;  and  while  a  large  portion  of  the  sub- 
scription was  made  in  Auguiit,  a  considerable 
portion  is  recorded  in  the  very  last  days  of 
August.  And  it  was  not  practicable  for  the 
Secretary  to  know  on  the  1st  of  September  that 
it  would  be  discreet  for  him  to  call  in  a  larger 
sam  than  he  did  call  in,  $100,000,000. 

No  wise  officer  can  use  money,  certainly  in 
the  payment  of  debts,  unless  he  has  it  on  hand. 
One  hundred  million  dollars  is  as  much  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  fairly  calculate 
as  being  in  hand  on  the  1st  of  September.  It 
appears  besides,  and  is  in  evidence  before  the 
committee,  that,  as  a  matter  of  practical  detail 
in  the  Treasury,  $2,000,000  of  bonds  is  as 
much  as  can  be  examined,  verified,  and  ad- 
justed in  a  day,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
Sracticable  to  call  in  any  more  at  that  time. 
In  the  7th  of  December  the  Secretary  called 
in  $20,000,000,  and  $20,000,000  on  the  20th, 
showing  a  rapidity  greater  than  the  country 
expected.  Surely  this  is  celerity  as  ereat  as 
discretion  would  justify  in  calling  in  uie  five- 
twenties. 

On  these  grounds  it  is  obvious  there  has 
been  no  increase  in  the  bonded  debt  in  the 
sense  of  this  act,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see, 
and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  and  to  recognize, 
the  fairness  on  the  other  side  of  gentlemen 
who  admit  this  conclusion,  and  have  gone  so 
far  at  least  toward  permitting  the  Secretary  to 
refund  the  debt. 

But  there  has  been  more  persistent  adher- 
ence to  the  claim  that  the  Secretary  has  vio- 
lated the  limitation  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
pense of  preparing  and  issuing  and  disposing 
of  the  bonds.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
appears  in  the  evidence  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
'Treasury  that  he  has  paid  or  agreed  to  pay  no 
more  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent  upon  the 
amoont  of  bonds  negotiated  under  this  act. 
By  direct  payments  he  has  paid,  not  the  mar 
velons  sam  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  say,  but  he  has  paid  for  negotiaiinff 
$200,000,000,  including  all  the  expenses  of 
engravine  and  printing  and  advertising,  and  of 
agents  oi  the  Ireasury  crossing  and  recrossing 
the  Atlantic  for  the  delivery  of  the  bonds,  the 
sum  of  but  $1,000,000. 

The  gentleman  on  the  other  sidd  chooses  to 
question  the  veracity  of  the  Secretary,  when 
he  says  the  expense  of  preparing  the  bonds, 
adver'/ising,  &o.,  was  $400,000.  How  mach 
was  it,  then?  My  eloquent  friend  from  Ken* 
tocky  chose  to  put  down  the  figure  as  an 
'<  amount  unknown.*'  I  prefer  to  take  the 
statement  of  the  Secretary  to  so  wild  a  guess 
as  that  of  my  eloquent  friend  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  BECK.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self was  called  upon  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  and  myself  to  furnish 
the  figures,  and  reported  yesterday  morning 
that  be  could  not  do  it,  that  the  statement  can- 
not be  made  out,  and  that  he  did  not  know 
what  they  were  himself.  He  first  promised  to 
do  it,  and  then  said  he  could  noL 

Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS.  Bat  bis  estimate 
is  $400,000;  and  the  reason  why  he  could 
not  tell  the  figures  more  exactly  is  that 
the  account  is  not  closed,  and  cannot  be 
closed  until  the  final  adjostment  with  the  syn- 
dicate. But  I  do  not  onderstand,  except  by 
way  of  rhetorical  figure,  that  my  friends  on  the 
other  side  would  dwell  particularly  upon  that. 
They  do  insist  that  in  some  indirect  way 
there  has  been  allowed  a  greater  snm  to  those 
who  have  negotiated  the  loan.  It  is  notorious, 
it  is  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


that  all  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds  are  de- 
posited in  national  banks,  with  the  security 
of  national  bonds,  and  that  thev  remain  there 
by  agreement  for  three  months.  There  is 
nothing  mysterious  about  that.  The  subscrip- 
tions are  all  made  through  national  banks. 
The  party  known  to  the  Treasury  in  subscrip- 
tions is  always  a  national  bank.  The  money 
lies  always  with  the  national  bank,  and  always 
with  a  deposit  of  national  bonds  as  security. 

Now  what  will  the  Secretary  do  with  this 
money  ?  He  has  sold  his  bonds.  What  will 
he  do  with  thfi  monev?  He  wants  to  redeem 
the  five- twenties.  He  is  met  at  once  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  July  14, 1870,  which 
requires  him — 

**  To  pay  at  par  and  cancel  in  six  per  cent,  boada  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  kind  known  as  five-twenty 
bonds,  which  have  become  or  shall  hereafter  become 
redeemable  by  the  terms  of  their  iMue.  But  the 
particular  boadi  so  to  be  paid  and  canceled  shall  in 
all  oases  be  indicated  and  Bjpecifled  by  class,  date, 
and  number,  in  the  order  of  their  numbem  and  is- 
soes.  beginning  with  the  first  numbered  and  inacd, 
in  public  notice  to  be  given  by  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  in  threemontha  otter  the  date  of  snob 
public  notice  the  interest  on  the  bonds  so  selected 
and  advertised  to  be  paid  shall  cease." 

Observe  that  he  must  give  three  months' 
notice  before  interest  can  stop  upon  the  five- 
twenties.  He  sives  that  notice.  He  finds  as 
a  practical  result  that  the  bonds  do  not  come 
in.  He  finds  as  a  practical  result  not  merely 
before  the  interest  is  stopped  but  after  the  in- 
terest is  stopped  the  bonds  are  not  presented. 
Of  the  $20,000,000  called  for  in  December  less 
than  $100,000  has  been  so  far  presented.  Of 
the  $100,000,000  called  for  in  September  and 
on  which  interest  has  ceased,  $14,000,000  still 
remain  unpresented.  Practically,  then,  not 
simply  the  law,  but  the  preference  of  the  hold- 
ers of  the  five-twenties,  prevents  the  Secretary 
from  using  the  money  until  the  close  of  three 
months.  So  also  does,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
the  detail  of  work  in  the  Treasury.  What 
shall  the  Secretary  do  with  this  money  ?  He 
might  put  it  into  the  Treasury  and  lock  it  up. 
That  would  be  an  evil  in  itself,  but  if  he  locks 
the  money  up  in  the  Treasury,  when  the  bonds 
come  he  must  pour  it  out  again,  and  then 
$180,000,000  will  go  forth  like  a  flood  to  ruin 
the  business  of  the  country. 

Is  there  any  way  in  which  he  can  use  this 
money?  There  is  none.  The  law  does  not 
provide  any  method  in  which  he  can  get  interest 
on  that  money  ;  it  is  of  no  practical  value  what- 
ever to  the  Treasury.  But  the  forty  fifth  sec- 
ion  of  the  national  banking  law  provides : 

**Tbat  all  associations  under  this  act,  when  desig- 
nated for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, shall  be  depositories  of  public  money,  except 
reeeipts  from  customa,  under  such  regulations  as 
maar  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  tM  Treasury; 
and  they  may  also  bo  employed  as  financial  agents 
of  the  Qovemmont,  and  they  shall  perform  all  soch 
reasonable  duties  as  depositories  of  public  money 
and  financial  agents  of  the  Gk>vemment  as  may  be 
required  of  them ;  and  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasnrr 
shall  require  of  the  associations  thus  designated 
satisfactory  securky,  by  the  deposit  of  United  States 
bondsand  otherwise,  for  thetafe-kee|>incand  prompt 
'  payment  of  the  public  money  deposited  with  them, 
and  for  the  faithful  performaoce  of  their  duties  as 
ftnaocial  agents  of  the  Qovernment." 

Notice,  that  the  Secretary  may  '*  prescribe 
regalations.''  Those  regulatioos  cannot  refer 
to  secority,  because  the  close  of  the  same  sec* 
tion  refers  to  that.  The  regulations  mast  refer 
to  the  manner  of  depositand  of  drawing ;  they 
may  refer  to  the  time  of  drawing.  The  regu- 
lations may  by  their  terms  be  in  foroe  for  ten 
days,  or  a  month,  or  three  months.  Those 
regulations  grow  op  by  oractice  as  well  as  by 
the  exact  words  of  the  secretary. 

It  is  castomary  when  money  is  drawn  by 
express  from  a  national  bank  to  send  by  mail 
a  letter  giving  notice  that  the  draft  is  made; 
and  an  interval  of  one,  two.  or  three  days 
sometimes  oecors  before  the  aemand  for  the 
money  is  received.  A  letter  is  sent  calling 
upon  a  bank  to  make  a  deposit  elsewhere, 
and  a  reasonable  time  is  allowed  to  make  the 
deposit*  The  Govern ment  depositaries  calcu- 
late upon  the  length  of  time  the  Oovemnrent 
money  shall  be  at  rest,  just  as  bonks  calcnlaie 
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QpoD  individaal  deposits.  It  would  be  prac- 
ticable for  the  banks  to  calculate  with  refer- 
ence to  this  fund  that  it  must  be  at  rest  for 
three  months.  Then  the  Secretary  is  justified 
\n  leaving  the  money,  and  he  is  besiaes  jus- 
tified in  taking  advantage  of  the  profit  that 
shall  accrue  to  the  Government.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  the  money  should  remain  in  the 
national  banks;  it  is  unavoidable  that  it  should 
remain  there;  and  the  Secretary  has  been 
shrewd  and  wise  in  taking  advantage  of  that 
necessity. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck] 
kind  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr] 
base  much  of  their  criticism  on  the  alleged  fact 
that  money  remains  on  deposit  longer  than  for 
three  months.  The  Treasury  is  not  to  blame 
for  that.  The  Secretary  can  do  nothing  with 
the  sum  of  $14,000,000  sacredly  pledged  for 
the  redemption  of  the  five-twenties  called  in 
September  1,  and  on  which  interest  ceased 
December  1,  but  not  yet  presented.  The 
money  must  await  the  demand  of  the  holders 
of  the  bonds.  The  national  banks  may  derive 
profit  from  the  deposit,  the  Government  loses 
nothing,  and  the  fund  cannot  be  more  secure 
than  it  now  is,  guarantied  by  ample  deposits 
of  national  bonds. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  resolution  before  the  House 
only  declares  that  in  this  action  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  violated  no  law.  I  do  not 
choose  to  follow  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
in  their  extraordinary  assaults  upon  the  stat- 
utes as  they  stand,  nor  in  their  propositions 
for  new  legislation.  When  new  legislation 
comes  up  in  its  order  we  may  consider  it  and 
act  upon  it  fairly.  The  question  now  iti,  was 
this  action  of  the  Secretary  right  under  the 
law?  Did  his  action  violate  the  law?  If 
it  is  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  put  a  strait- 
jacket  upou  the  Ireasury  they  should  cer- 
tainly pass  a  resolution  like  this.  If  they 
believe  that  the  Secretary  has  violated  the 
law  in  issuing  new  bonds  for  the  redemption 
of  the  five-twenties,  then  it  is  practicable  for 
the  House  to  say  that  no  more  refui)ding  shall 
take  place  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  able  to  tell 
you  how  much  the  syndicate  makes  out  of  this 
transaction;  I  do  not  know;  very  little  do  1 
care.  But  I  do  know  what  the  country  makes. 
Here  isa  negotiation  of  $200,000,000  of  bonds 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  to  run  for  ten 
years.  Without  compounding  interest,  there 
is  a  saving  to  the  country  upon  the  negotia- 
tion of  $19,000,000.  Compounding  the  inter- 
est it  is  a  saving  ot  $26,800,000  for  ten  years, 
or  of  $75,000,000  for  twenty  years.  This 
amount  is  actually  saved.  It  is  not  merely 
postponed  t«  the  distant  future.  It  not  so 
mucn  taken  by  taxation  from  the  hard  earn- 
ings or  scant  savings  of  our  people.  It  is  in 
so  far  a  permanent  relief  from  taxation.  It 
is  a  blessing  which  no  theory  assails ;  which 
no  class  can  question. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  and  this  House  is 
not  now  called  upon  to  say,  whether  the  Secre- 
tary ought  to  make  a  new  negotiation  with  the 
svndicate.  The  flosse  ought  to  Bay  that  with 
the  laws  as  they  stand  the  Secretary  shall  be 
open  to  receive  proposals.  The  Secretary 
has  not  been  '^hawkmg  our  bonds  abontin 
Europe,''  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Cox]  sngfsests.  Here  is  an  offer  that  is 
brought  to  bis  door,  a  new  offer  for  $600,000,- 
000,  with  a  saving  of  interest  of  $7,600,000 
a  year,  or  $75,000,000  in  ten  years.  I  do  not 
feel  ready  to  say  that  he  ought  to  accept  any 
such  offer ;  bat  I  do  feel  proud  to  say  that  this 
Administration  has  lifted  the  country  to  a 
point  where  such  an  offer  is  brought  to  it 
from  Europe. 

I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  words  of  my  col- 
league from  New  York  city  [Mr.  Brooks]  tes- 
tifying to  the  increased  strength  of  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  abroad.  One  of  the  evi- 
dences (and  it  is  an  evidence  t^at  cannot  be 
gainsaid)  of  the  increased  strength  of  our  credit 
is  the  very  negotiation  to  wbioh  this  reaola- 


tion  refers.  Let  me  call  attention  to  the  fact 
besides,  that  this  Government  never  before 
negotiated  a  loan  at  such  rates  as  those  at 
which  this  has  been  negotiated.  It  has  always 
paid  one  per  cent,  for  commissions.  During 
the  war  the  purchaser  of  our  bonds  had  always 
the  advantage  of  the  premium  on  gold.  Going 
back  to  1860,  nnder  Mr.  Buchanan's  adminis- 
tration, the  Government,  trying  to  borrow 
$5,000,000,  was  compelled  to  accept  a  dis- 
count of  ten  and  five- eighths  per  cent.  This  is 
not  peculiar  to  our  Government.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  table  of  negotiations  of  loans  abroad, 
running  through  a  number  of  years,  showing 
that  various  Governments  have  made  great 
loans,  always  allowing  very  heavy  discounts. 
Observe  particularly  now  the  loan  of  France 


for  £40,000,000  sterling  at  80,  equal  to  tveety 
per  cent,  discount,  and  that  was  a  five  per  cem. 
loan  ;  a  loan  of  Austria  in  1865  for  £15,000,000 
sterling  at  70 ;  and  that  was  a  five  per  cesn. 
loan.  And  Austria  tried  in  1856  to  borrow 
$6,000,000,  and  failed.  And  these  rates  ran  all 
the  way  down,  Turkey  borrowing  £8,516i,363 
sterling  at  47i,a  discount  of  fifty-two  and  a  baif 
per  cent. ;  and  that  was  a  five  per  cent.  loan. 
While  this  is  true,  these  Govern  meota  hava 
paid  besides  a  commission  of  two  and  twoaad 
a  half  per  cent,  to  bankers,  and  never  leas  than 
two  per  cent.  That  is  now  the  current  rate  in 
Engmnd  and  on  the  Continent,  and  public  loans 
are  not  made  without  the  payment  of  these 
commissions.  The  table  is  made  ap  wiiii  cart 
and  is  appended : 


Tear, 


1866.... 
1852.... 
1852. «. 
1&>4.... 
1856.... 
1886.... 
18<J3,„., 
1864.... 
1864.... 
1871.... 
1862.... 
1863.... 
1859.... 
1800.... 
1864.... 
1867.... 
1869.... 
18T0.... 
1864.... 
1863-4. 
1865.... 
1866.... 
1864.... 


•••••• •••••• 


•••••••••••••• •••■••«•« ••••••••«•«• 


Government. 


Argentine  Confederation.. 

Austria „ » 

Auitria ...< 

Austria... 

Attstria 

Austria 

Braill — 

Denioark 

Denmark 

France ...» 

Portagal 

Portugal 

Russia , 

Russia 

Russia 

Russia 

Russia 

Sweden , 

Turkey , 

Turkey 

Turkey.... 

Veneiuela^.... 


Amooat. 


£2.500.000 
2.250.000 
8,000,000 

50.000.000 
6,000.000« 

16,600,000 

8.300.000 

1,200.000 

728,000 

40.000,000 
5.000,000 
2,500,000 

12,000,000 
8,000,000 
6.000.000 
6,000.000 

11.100.000 

12.000.000 
:l.223.000 
8.000.000 
6.000.000 
8.636.363 
1.500,00^ 


Issued  at— 


75  on  100 
90  on  100 
95  on  100 
95  on  100 

70  on  100 
88  on  100 
93  on  100 
931  on  100 
80  on  100 
on  100 
on  100 


44 
48 
661  on  100 


on  100 
on  100 
on  100 
on  100 
on  100 
92ionl00 
72  on  100 
65i  on  100 
474  on  100 
55  on  100 


92 
85 
63 
80 
80 


latercit. 


6  pereent. 

6  p«rcMiL 

5  pereent. 

4  per  cmt. 

5  per 
41  pw 

5  per 

5  per 

5  per 

3  ptr 

3  per 
3 
5 
5 
5 


per 
per 
per 
per 
per 
per 
44  per 
6  per 
6  per 
5  per 
6 


5 
5 


cent, 
eeei. 
eeat. 
c«nL 

cent, 
cent 
cenc 
eesL. 

e«ot. 
cenL 

cot. 
ecst. 
cent, 
cent. 

cicnt. 


*  Loan  failed. 


Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  is  not  whether 
we  shall  continue  to  pay  any  particular  rate 
of  interest ;  the  question  is  whether  or  not  the 
Secretary  up  to  this  time  has  violated  the  law; 
not  even  whether  this  negotiation  was  for  the 
advantage  of  the  country*  If  it  were  only  to 
prove  the  strength  of  the  national  credit,  I  for 
one  am  glad  the  negotiation  was  made.  We 
have  beard  on  this  floor  claims  that  we  can 
borrow  money  now  at  four  per  cent.  Let  us 
borrow  money  as  low  as  we  can ;  but  let  us 
always  sustain  fair  negotiations,  openly  made 
in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  law. 

So  American  credit  rises.  Attacks  have  been 
made  upon  it  before  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  to-day  sneered  at  **  our 
bankrupt  bonds.''  These  attacks  have  taken 
all  forms  during  the  last  ten  years.  Out  of 
the  great  war  our  brave  soldiers  came  home 
exhausted  by  burden  and  effort,  shattered  and 
crij^pled  by  rebel  shots.  So,  too,  came  the 
national  credit,  stagsering,  exhausted,  crippled 
from  the  great  conflict.  No^  healing  is  possi- 
ble for  many  of  our  boys  in  blue;  but  our 
credit  comes  from  the  very  gates  of  the  grave, 
restored,  lusty,  and  stalwart,  and  advances  con- 
quering and  to  conquer.  Hamilton  '*  smote 
the  rode  of  the  national  resources  and  abun- 
dant streams  of  revenue  gushed  forth ;  he 
touched  the  dead  corpse  of  public  credit,  and  it 
sprang  to  its  feet. ' '  The  achievement  of  Ham- 
ilton has  been  more  than  repeated.  Belittle 
them  as  we  may,  the  financial  triumphs  of  the 
Government  in  the  past  few  years  have  been 
a  wonder  and  a  blessing. 

Criticism  upon  these  negotiations  has  some- 
times been  patriotic.  It  has  been  in  many 
cases  a  part  of  the  war  of  which  the  debt  is  a 
consequence.  Capital  is  timid  and  suspicious ; 
yet  it  responds  to  the  growing  credit  of  the 
country  snd  rebukes  assaults  upon  it.  It 
makes  haste  everywhere  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
marvelous  progress  of  the  Republic  and  the 
success  of  the  Administration.  No  law  has 
been  broken  to  achieve  this  result.  No  arts  of 
magic  have  been  used  to  draw  foreign  capital, 
to  raise  the  price  of  national  securities.    Our 


credit  is  no  fabric  of  fancy,  no  creation  of  in- 
genuity ;  it  is  a  natural  growth.  It«  roou 
strike  deep  in  the  rich  soil,  between  aeama  of 

fold  and  veins  of  iron  and  precions  metak. 
ts  trunk  is  nurtured  by  southern  auns  aad 
stiffened  by  northern  winds.  It  spreads  oat 
its  branches  wide  and  comely  over  busy  aad 
productive  millions.  Dews  fall  and  days  past, 
and  it  increases.  It  is  vital  and  it  is  en- 
durinff.  Strike  at  it;  it  still  grows.  It  bears 
good  fruit.  Let  us  not  by  false  readiug  of  lavs 
girdle  the  oak  of  our  credit.  Give  it  only  a 
fair  chance.  Give  it  tbe  husbandry  of  com- 
mon sense,  and  all  will  go  well.  We  may  bor- 
row at  four  per  cent,  or  three  per  cenL  Let 
us  say  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasary  has  acted 
in  accordance  witn  the  law  in  what  he  has 
done,  and  for  the  future  see  if  we  can  do 
better.      • 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire,  on  be- 
half of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  to  offer 
the  following  substitute  for  the  resolution  of 
the  maiority,  so  it  may  be  pending  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAWES.     It  will  not  be  pending. 

Mr.  KERR.     Why? 

Mr.  DAWES.    Because  it  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  moiioa  is  to 
recommit. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  ask  that  the  resolutioa  may 
be  read,  as  the  expression  of  our  views. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Retohed,  That  in  the  -opinion  of  the  fioose  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaeury.  in  negotiating  Che  loea 
authorised  by  the  act  of  Jnly  14. 1870,  has  increased 
the  bonded  debt  more  than  wa£  necessary  or  proper, 
and  has  Incurred  expenditoree  contrary  to  li 


Mr.  MAYNARB.  I  desire  to  say  t  must 
object  if  this  will  give  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  KerrJ  another  opportunity  of 
being  heard  on  this  same  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  is  recognized  as  hold- 
ing the  floor;  and  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  has  only  been  read  for 
information. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  will  inquire  why  mj  snbiti- 
tate  is  not  in  orc|cr  7 
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The  SPEAKER.  At  the  time  the  gentle- 
man from  Mmsaackuaetts  called  ap  tiie  resole- 
tion  to-day  he  entered  a  motion  to  recommit, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  aware  that 
tinder  the  mies  of  the  House  no  motion  to 
amend  can  be  entertained  pending  a  motion 
to  recommit. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  did  not  hear  the  motion,  and 
did  not  know  that  it  was  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  He  made  it  in  an  audible 
woice.  The  gentleman  from  Masaachnsetts  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee desires  the  floor  I  will  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.     I  do  desire  the  floor. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  said  if  the  Honse  desired 
it  I  would  call  for  the  prefions  qnestion  at  the 
conclusion  of  tke  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  rise  to  a  qaesUon  of 
order:  whether,  under  the  understanding 
which  has  alrcMuly  been  had,  the  motion  to 
adjourn  does  not  operate  as  a  call  for  the 
previous  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  distinct 
on  that  point,  and  he  takes  the  understand- 
ing of  the  gentleman  having  the  report  in 
charge. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  intimated,  if  there  were 
no  objection,  I  would  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion as  soon  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
IMr.  E.  H.  Roberts]  concluded  his  remarks. 
in  the  mean  time  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Matnard^  attracted  my  attention. 
He  expressed  a  desire  to  be  heard,  and  as  he 
is  a  member  of  the  committee  I  did  not  know 
how  I  could  refuse  him. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  There  are  other  members 
of  the  Honse,  not  members  of  this  committee, 
who  desire  to  say  something  in  reference  to 
this  immense  flnancial  question,  involving  the 
best  interests  of  the  Qovernment  and  the  policy 
which  is  hereafVer  to  be  pursued  in  reference 
to  the  negotiation  of  the  loans.  It  is  a  qnes- 
tion which  onght  to  have  the  fullest  discussion 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  DAWES.  My  only  desire  is  to  relieve 
myself  of  obligations  to  the  Committee  on 
AppropriatioDS  to  get  through  with  this  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill  may  be  taken  up. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  hear 
what  the  understanding  was. 

Mr.  DICKEY.     I  move  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Ch^r  desires  to  un- 
derstand the  situation  the  question  will  be 
in  to  morrow,  before  he  puts  the  motion  to 
adjourn.  If  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
who  now  occupies  the  floor,  yields  for  a  motion 
to  adjourn,  this  will  go  over  and  be  the  first 
bnsiness  in  order  to-morrow,  as  the  unfin- 
ished business,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  or  not  he  is  aware  it  was  understood 
by  the  House  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  £.  H.  Roberts]  the  previous  question 
should  be  called  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts? 

Ilie  SPEAKER.  The  recollection  of  the 
Chair  is  not  distinct  in  reference  to  an  under- 
standing of  that  kind ;  but  there  was  a  general 
expression  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that 
to-day  wonld  finish.  The  Chair  does  not  feel 
like  enforciiig  it  as  a  general  understanding. 

Mr.  KERB.    I  objected. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Kerb]  objected  to  making  an  under- 
standing. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
intimated  that  in  bis  opinion  a  day  might  finish 
the  discussion ;  but  the  Chair  repeats  that  that 
could  not  have  the  force  of  an  understanding. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DICKEY,  (at 
four  o'clock  and  fifly-five  minutes  p.  m.,)  the 
House  aciljourned. 

42d  Conq.  2d  Sbss.— No.  48. 


PXtlTIOMS.  BTC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  BANKS :  The  remonstrance  of  the 
Machinists'  and  Blacksmiths'  Union  No.  l,.of 
Massachusetts,  against  the  passage  of  any  law 
tending  to  defeat  the  objects  of  the  present 
eight-hour  law,  and  urging  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts  to  use  all 
honorable  means  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
any  law  reducing  the  wages  of  mechanics 
employed  by  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  COTTON :  The  memorial  and  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  praying  that  the  right  be  granted  to 
bridge  the  Mississippi  river  at  Clinton  in  said 
State,  and  that  the  same  be  declared  a  post 
route,  with  the  same  powers  and  restrictions 
as  are  given  to  other  oridges  charted  by  the 
h^ws  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  DUELL:  The  petition  of  Joseph 
Ikirton,  Brown  Sl  Shay,  Hier  &  Aldrich,  J.  J. 
Carr  &  Co.,  and  others,  of  Syracuse,  New 
York,  manufacturers  of  cigars,  praying  an 
increase  of  tariff  on  imported  cigars  to  the 
extent  of  three  dollars  per  pound,  and  fidy 
per  cent,  ud  v€Uorem,  and  setting  forth  that 
the  high  price  of  domestic  tobacco  and  the 
internal  revenue  tax  upon  domestic  cigars 
have  brought  foreign  cigars  into  dangerous 
competition  with  the  industry  of  manuractur- 
ing  cigars  in  the  United  States. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  J.  Junio,  WilUam 
Fiyer,  Charles  Jackson,  and  95  others^  of 
Syracusei  New  York,  cigar-makers,  praying 
an  increase  of  tariff  on  imported  cigars  to 
the  extent  of  three  dollars  per  pound,  and  fifty 
per  cent,  ad  valoremf  and  setting  forth  that 
the  high  price  of  domestic  tobacco  and  the 
internal  revenue  tax  upon  domestic  cigars 
have  brought  foreign  cigars  into  dangerous 
competition  with  tne  industry  of  manufac- 
turing cigars  in  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio:  A  petition 
for  the  improvement  of  Ashtabula  harbor. 

Bv  Mr.  GETZ:  The  remonstrance  of  94 
workers  in  the  iron- works  at  Birdsborough, 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  ^gainst  any 
change  in  the  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
the  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  success- 
fully produced  in  this  country,  and  praying 
the  repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea,  coffee, 
and  other  necessaries  of  life  that  cannot  be 
produced  in  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  PORKER:  The  memorial  of  J.  M. 
Learly,  Charles  Breasly,  and  500  others,  citi- 
zens of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  asking  tHat  the 
existing  duties  upon  earthenware  be  retained, 
and  the  repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea,  coffee, 
and  such  other  articles  of  necessity  as  cannot 
be  produced  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
duties  be  so  adiusted  as  to  encourage  and  de- 
fend home  industry  and  foster  the  interests 
of  the  American  laborer. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan:  The  memo- 
rial of  the  Industrial  League,  of  Detroit,  in 
finvor  of  protection  of  American  labor. 

By  Mr.  FRYE:  The  petition  of  R.  O.  Chase 
and  others,  for  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  tax  on 
contrads  under  $100. 

By  Mr.  KELLEY :  The  remonstrance  of  citi* 
sens  of  Centre,  Huntingdon,  and  Clearfield 
counties.  Pennsylvania,  against  the  reduction 
or  repeal  of  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country. 

By  Mr.  KILLINGER:  The  memorial  of 
numerous  citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating  against  a  chanee  in 
existing  tariff  laws  abolishmg  or  abating  duties 
on  such  articles  as  are  successfully  produced 
in  this  country;  also,  praying  the  repeal  of  all 
duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  articles  of 
necessity  or  comfort  as  cannot  be  produced  in 
the  United  States. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  numerous  citizens  of 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 


more  CQual  legislation  may  be  bad  in  regard 
to  the  distillation  of  whisky. 

By  Mr.  McQREW:  The  petition  of  76  citi- 
zens of  West  Virginia,  late  soldiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  asking  a  modification  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  July  15,  1870,  so  as  to 
allow  soldiers  mentioned  therein  to  enter  the 
amount  of  land  therein  allowed  without  the 
condition  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  to 
give  a  patent  therefor  unconditionally,  and  to 
equalize  bounties  to  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  RAN  DALL :  The  petition  of  Eman- 
uel Coryell,  guardian  of  the  minor  children  of 
Joseph  B.  Coryell,  late  a  soldier  in  company 
F,  twenty-eixth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  ask- 
ing a  pension  for  the  said  noanor  okUdrea. 

By  Mr.  SPRAGUE:  The  memorial  of  Mar- 
tha A.  Brooks,  widow  of  John  W.  Brooks,  late 
a  private  in  company  I,  sixty-ninth  retpment 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  praring  a  pension. 

By  Mr,  SVVANN:  The  memorial  of  R.  F. 
R.  Lewis,  commander  in  the  United  States 
Navy. 

By  Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York:  The 
petition  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the 
Southold  Savings  Bank,  asking  to  be  relieved 
from  the  tax  on  deposits. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  Sag  Harbor  Savings 
Bank,  for  the  same. 

By  Mr.  VAN  TRUMP:  The  petition  of 
John  Armstrong  and  others,  praying  a  change 
by  the  reduction  and  extension  of  mail  routes 
9229  and  9309  in  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  WALDRON:  The  petition  of  Ma- 
cauley  &  Warmsley,  and  60  other  business 
firms,  of  Detroit,  MiAigan,  asking  the  passsge 
of  the  bill  granting  increased  compeosatiou  to 
letter-carriers. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  February  1,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Bctler,  D.  D.,  Chap- 
lain  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

H0C8B  BILLS  BBFBRRKD. 

The  following  bills  received  yesterday  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  severally 
read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  188)  to  extend  the  time 
in  which  certain  offenses  may  be  prosecuted ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  286)  to  perpetuate  testi- 
mony in  the  courts  of  the  Unitea  States ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1331)  relating  to  wit- 
nesses for  respondents  in  extradition  cases. 

PHILADBLPHia  ICM-BOATS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  487)  to  exempt 
the  iron  steam  ice-boats  constmcted  by  tne 
city  of  Philadelphia  from  the  inspection  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  Febraary  28, 1871,  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
life  on  boara  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes.'* 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives was,  Ht  the  end  of  the  bill  to  add  the 
following  proviso : 

Provided^  This  act  iball  expire  at  the  end  of  liz 
months  from  and  after  its  patsaso.  - 

Mr.  SCOTT.    I  move  that  the  Senate  con- 
car  in  the  amendment. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXBCUTIVB  COMMUNlGATIONe. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Interiori 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  of  December,  1871. 
a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  relative  to  the  drainage  of  Beaver 
lake,  Indiana;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  lays 
before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
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that  I  was  paired  with  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
taeky,  [Mr.  Datis;]  that  if  he  were  here  he 
woald  TOte  yea,  and  i  would  vote  nay.  1  ntm- 
ply  laid  that  I  did  not  know  how  the  Senator 
nom  Eentuoky  would  yote.  and  that  if  I  had 
not  been  paired  I  should  haye  voted  yea.  I 
am  always  ready  and  always  have  been  to 
aceord  all  the  rights  to  the  colored  people  in 
my  State  and  in  all  the  other  States  that  the 
Senator  fix>m  Massachusetts  or  any  one  else 
proposes*  I  should  have  voted  for  his  amend* 
ment  had  I  not  been  paired  with  the  Senator 
from  Kentoeky* 

ORDHR  OV  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  annoy  the 
Senate,  bat  there  is  a  question  that  has  been 
l^ing  over  for  some  days — the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  bill  granting  relief  to 
Chicago,  which  I  should  like  to  have  the  Sen- 
ate decide.  I  ask  that  it  be  takeu  up  and 
voted  on  this  morning,  if  it  can  be  done. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
business  not  being  yet  concluded,  it  now  re- 
quires unanimous  consent.  When  the  morn- 
ing business  shall  have  been  concluded,  if  the 
Senator  obtains  the  floor  he  can  move  to  take 
up  that  bill,  when  it  will  require  only  a  major- 
ity vote.  Does  the  Senator  ask  unanimous 
consent? 

Mr.  LOGAN.    I  do. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection,  but 
I  wish  to  introduce  a  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  it  be  taken  up,  and 
then  laid  aside  to  allow  the  morning  business 
to  be  finished. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     I  will  do  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection  the  bill  is  before  the  Senate.  It  is 
before  the  Senate ;  and  now  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  yields  for  morning  business.  Reports 
from  committees  are  still  in  order.  If  there 
are  none,  the  introduction  of  bills  is  next  in 
order. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  rose  not  liking  to  inter- 
rupt the  Senator  from  Illinois,  but  to  say  that 
I  desire  at  some  convenient  moment  to  call  up 
the  resolution  that  lies  on  the  table  which  I 
presume  will  take  but  a  moment,  relative  to 
the  enrollment  of  the  apportionment  bill.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senate  has  been  concurred 
in  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
Senate  is  apprised  of  that  concurrence,  and  I 
suppose  the  proper  course  will  be  to  give  direc- 
tion to  the  Enrollment  Committee.  I  take  it 
nobody  will  object  to  it,  and  it  can  be  done  in 
a  moment  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  gives  rise 
to  debate  it  had  perhaps  better  lie  over  until 
one  o'clock,  when  the  unfinished  business  can 
be  set  aside. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBD. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  667)  for  the  relief  of  Miles  Greenwood  j 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  668)  to  authorize  the  transfer  of 
Alonzo  E.  Miltimore ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  669)  fbr  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Wallace, 
of  Lexington,  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  accom- 
nan^iDg  papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  670)  transferring  certain  powers  and  duties 
to  the  Department  of  Justice  and  providing  a 
seal  therefor;  which  was  read  twioe  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ondered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  POMEROY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  671)  to  attach  a  portion  of  the  Indian 
territory  to  Kansas  lor  judicial  purposes ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  672) 
for  the  relief  of  S.  D.  Houston,  late  receiver 
of  public  moneys  at  Junction  City,  in  the  State 
of  Kansas  :  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  iiaods, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  bv  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  673) 
for  the  relief  of  J.  A.  Coffey ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  674) 
for  the  relinquishment  of  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  certain  lands  therein  named  to 
N.  B.  Blanton ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  676)  to  authorize  thepurchase  of  secured 
obligations  of  the  Real  Estate  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  desire  to  state  that  I 
offered  a  bill  on  this  same  subject  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session.  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  that  fact, 
and  to.  put  this  bill  in  the  place  of  the  one 
previously  offered  on  the  same  subject  I  move 
Its  reference  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  676)  increasing  the  compensation  of  let- 
ter-carriers under  the  free-delivery  system  to 
$1,200  per  annum ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  had  occasion  to  send 
quite  a  number  of  petitions  this  morning  and  at 
other  times  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  from  letter-carriers  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  and  other  cities,  asking 
that  their  compensation  be  increased.  I  now 
move  to  refer  this  bill  to  that  committee,  and 
ask  its  early  consideration. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  the  matter  has  been  pretty  fully  consid- 
ered by  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  677)  to  re^tablish  the  branch  mint  at  New 
Orleans,  and  to  restore  the  same  to  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.No.  678) 
to  relieve  American-built  steamers  and  vessels 
from  import  duties  laid  upon  materials  and 
articles  entering  into  their  construction,  re- 
pair, and  use ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  take  i\p  a  House  bill  relative  to  the  registry 
of  a  vessel.  It  passed  the  House  at  the  last 
session,  and  has  been  lying  here  since.  The 
vessel  is  lying  at  Savannah.  The  bill  has  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  re- 
ported back. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  indi- 
cated by  him. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  have  one  bill  up  by 
unanimous  consent  already. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  we  shall  not  take 
up  another  bill  until  we  dispose  of  the  motion 
my  colleague  made. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
made. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  679)  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Kearsarge ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AJairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  680)  to  encourage  and  promote  telegraphic 
communication  between  America,  Asia,  and 
Europe ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

APPORTIONMBNT  OF  RBPBB8BNTATITKS. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  As  the  suggestion  I 
wished  to  make  can  take  no  time,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  I  ask 
now  that  the  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
enrollment  of  the  apportionment  bill  be  taken 
up.  ]  f  it  is  to  be  of  any  service  at  all,  it  must 
be  now,  because  the  clerks  are  engaged  in 
enrolling  the  bill. 

There  being  no  obiection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Cokklinq  on  the 
30th  of  January : 

Rttolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concurring,)  That  Uie  joint  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills  be  directed  to  examine  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  243)  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
to  Congress  among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  ninth  census,  to  correct  a  elerioal  error  in  the 
last  section  of  the  bill,  by  which  section  two  of  the 
fourteenth amendmentto  the  Constitution  is  referred 
to  OS  section  one  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  not  looked  into 
the  history  of  the  legislation.  If  the  Senator 
from  New  York  has,  and  the  thing  can  be 
done  in  the  way  proposed 

Mr.  MORKILL,  of  Vermont.  It  has  been 
done. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  it  has  been  done  in 
this  way  before,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

KXKODTITK  00MM0N1CATI0N8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  an 
appropriation  of  $100,000  for  ordnance  and 
oranaiice  stores  in  addition  to  what  has  been 
asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1870  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  ordered' to  be  printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter^ of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in  compli* 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  section  five  of 
the  act  approved  April  21,  1808,  in  addition 
to  others  previously  sent  January  24',  a  state- 
ment of  contracts  made  by  the  subsistence 
def>artment  during  the  calendar  year  1871 ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

CHIGAOO  If  IRE. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  666)  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  fire  at 
Chicago  is  now  before  the  Senate,  and  the 
pending  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sawyer,]  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
nassed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Before  the  vote  is  taken 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  hold  in  my  hand  several  communications 
from  different  parties  on  the  subject  of  this 
bilL    One  u  dated  Detroit,  January  23 : 

Dbtboit,  Michigan,  January  23, 1872. 

Drab  Sib:  We  observe  with  surprise  that  a  bill 
has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  remis- 
sion of  dudes  on  material  used  in  rebnildinff  Chicago. 
We  do  not  know  what  our  Roprci^ontatires  did  to 
prevent  the  passafe  of  a  bill  so  fraught  with  mis- 
chief  to  their  constituents. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  pineries  of  our 
State  and  Wisconsin  suffered  severely  by  the  dcvos- 
tatina  fir«i  of  last  fall,  one  firm  alone,  that  of  J.  L. 
Wooos  &  Co.,  of  Lexington.  Michigan,  losing  $500,(XM) 
in  timber.  It  is  estimated  that  under  the  most  favor- 
able conditions  for  getting  in  burnt  pine  the  loss  to 
the  lower  peninsula  will  be  $16,000,000. 
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torb  the  prices  of  a  great  maltitade  of  mano- 
fiftctared  articles  all  over  the  ooantrj  merely 
becaaae  thej  may  be  admitted  into  Chicago 
dutv  free. 

Ibe  only  argument  for  this  bill  i«  that  by 
re«Mon  of  the  fire  and  the  enormous  demand 
for  heavy  materials  lying  near  Chicago,  the 
prices  have  gone  up  so  much  that  to  the  mis- 
t'ortuue  of  Uiese  people  who  lost  their  prop- 
erty is  saperaddea  the  additional  misfortune 
of  buying  materials  around  them  at  a  much 
advanced  price.  As  a  matter  of  coorae,  the 
flestructioti  of  property  tn  Chicago  does  not 
materially  advance  the  price  of  glass  or  iroo, 
or  of  the  multitude  of  other  articlea  which  are 
wade  in  the  United  States  of  America,  not  at 
Chicago,  but  in  remote  districts.  The  argu- 
ment, therefore,  does  not  apply  for  any  abate- 
ment of  the  duties  on  these  articles^  but  only 
aa  to  those  the  price  of  which  is  raaterialij 
advanced  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chicago.  It 
Uiis  bill  was  ooafin^  to  lumber,  brick,  cement, 
and  various  fotms  of  building  siaterial,  then 
I  tbink  it  might  operate  justly. 

Nor  do  1  think  there  is  any  ground  for  the 
objection  made  to  by  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
pae.  The  people  ot  Michigan  have  already  an 
improving  market  in  all  the  western  country  for 
their  lu mber.  They  are  not  fairly  entitled  to  the 
additional  market  caused  by  the  fire  at  Chicago. 
They  wiU  have  the  benefit  of  the  market  of  all 
the  western  States  and  outside  of  the  burned 
district  of  Chicago  for  their  lumber.  They 
ought  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  loss  of  vast 
quantities  of  lumber  in  the  burned  district  to 
advance  the  price  of  lumber ;  and,  as  I  under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Michigan,  he  does  not 
desire  that.  They  have  the  benefit  of  the 
market  outside  of  the  burned  district,  and 
therefore  the  price  of  lumber  will  not  prob- 
ably be  affected  injuriously  if  this  bill  should 
pass  9  but  it  will  ebable  those  who  have 
suffered  by  fire  in  the  burned  district  to  buy 
lumber  anywhere,  in  the  markets  of  Canada 
as  well  as  in  the  markets  of  the  United  States. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  ought  to 
save  beea  adopted^  and  as  I  in  committee  was 
one  who  voted  against  it  and  who  voted  against 
it  here,  i  am  disposed  to  correct  that  fault 
so  far  as  I  oai^  and  to  paas  the  ball  thus 
amended. 

I  desire  also  to  call  attention  to  another 
remarkable  editorial  published  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune,  in  which  they  ss^  the^  are  in  favor  of 
extending  the  principle  of  this  bill  to  all  the 
towns  of  Michigan,  and  all  the  towns  of  Wis- 
consin, and  to  every  household  or  domicile 
that  is  burned  iu  the  United  States  of  America ; 
in  other  words,  they  wish  to  introduce  free 
trade  wherever  a  fire  has  occurred,  I  suppose^ 
in  order  to  carry  out  theU  idtes  about  the  doc- 
trine q(  protection.  4. 

Mr.  CHANDLBE.  Will  the  Senator  albw 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  2 

Mr.  8ti£HMAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.CHANDLER.  IfttisgoodforOhi^go, 
why  not  far  any  place  where  a  fire  does  not 
oeeUr. 

Mr.  SaERMAN.  I  was  about  to  answer 
that  if  my  friend  had  not  asked  me  thequestioo. 
If  that  itktraey  (and  it  is  hard  to  see  why  not^) 
then  we  should  be  compelled  to  pase  such 
bills  in  the  case  of  every  hie  that  may  happen 
in  the  United  States,  and  if  seme  house  should 
be  burned  down  in  a  remote  town  in  Ohio  we 
must  allow  the  iron,  the  nails^  the  glass,  and 
all  the  minor  materials  that  enter  into  the 
rebuilding  of  that  haasci  if  imported  from 
abroad,  to  eater  duty  free.  In  other  words,  it 
ie  a  discrimiaation  against  home  manafSiCtnres. 
It  is  &  dedaraiian  that  if  yen.  rebuild  your 
house  of  foreign  materials  vou  may  do  so 
daty  free,  aad  if  yoa  rebuild  it  of  American 
materials  ^ou  shall  pay  duty. 

It  ia  evident,  then,  that  the  example  set  in 
the  case  of  Portland  without  much  considera- 
tion, without  any  debate,  and  which  led  to  no 
evil  consequences  in  that  case,  if  it  is  followed 


in  the  case  of  Chicago  must  necessarily  be 
followed  in  all  the  other  towns  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  regard  to  every  burned  domicile 
in  the  land.  It  therefore  carries  the  conse- 
quences of  this  example  which  we  are  about 
to  set  to  so  great  a  danger  that  I  for  one  desire 
to  put  the  bill  on  tenable  ground.  I  see  no 
objection  to  ex  tendinis  the  bill  to  all  the  towns 
of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  when  it  is  con- 
fined to  heavy  materials  for  building,  the  value 
of  which  is  immediately  affected  by  the  fire. 
i  would  confine  it  to  lumber,  brick,  cement, 
and  those  coarser  materials  which  enter  into 
the  basiS|  I  may  say  the  chief  element,  of  the 
cost  of  a  new  building. 

I  trwt  the  Senators  from  Illinois  will  allow 
the  bill  to  be  recommitted,  or,  at  least,  allow 
it  to  be  reconsidered.  I  do  not  see  any  par- 
ticniar  occasion  for  recommitting  it,  because 
the  Senate  have  already  had  the  subject  before 
them  sufficiently  to  be  ready  to  take  the  vote 
acain  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  then,  the  bill 
will  pass,  and  give  all  the  relief  that  can  be 
safely  given  to  the  people  of  Chicago  under 
the  circnmstences. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSEN.  I  voted  for  this 
bill  giving  relief  to  Chicago,  and  should  be 
very  happy  to  extend  that  relief,  but  I  think 
it  would  be  very  unfair  to  make  this  relief  fall 
especially  on  those  who  are  enja^aged  in  trade 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Chicago ;  it  ought 
to  be  general  on  the  nation.  I  look  upon  the 
Chicago  fire  as  a  national  calamity,  and  thus 
readily  distinguish  it  from  the  case  put  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  that  if  we  grant  this  relief 
the  same  principle  wonld  call  upon  us  to  grant 
relief  wherever  there  was  a  building  burned. 
But  I  can  appreciate  that  taking  the  duty  off 
certain  articles  may  so  disturb  tmde  that  a 
dollar  of  relief  ivl  one  direction  may  be  ten 
dollars'  daamge  in  another  direction.  The 
effect  of  a  duty  on  trade  is  vastly  greater  than 
its  pecuniary  value.  It  is  like  a  pound  at 
the  end  of  a  lever,  which  will  produce  a  hun- 
dred times  more  effect  than  a  pound  near 
the  fhlcmm.  I  think  tiiat  the  Congress  of 
the  nation  is  bound  to  see  to  it  that  merchants 
are  secured  a  uniform  market,  aad  that  we  do 
not  unnecessarily  disturb  the  conditions  on 
which  purchases  were  made  or  investments 
entered  into.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  if  this 
bill  is  recommitted  to  the  committee  they 
will  not  only  consider  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  which  I  favored 
when  it  was  up  before,  but  will  also  consider 
the  effect  upon  trade,  and  see  if  some  more 
equitable  relief  cannot  be  afforded  to  Chicago. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Mr.  President 

Thb  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  the 
fifoniing  hour  is  just  on  the  point  of  expiring. 
The  Senator  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  any  Senator  purposes  to 
call  for  the  regular  order,  of  course  I  do  not 
wish  to  proceed  and  then  be  stopped  in  a 
moment.  There  have  been  three  arguments 
already  made  in  one  direction,  and  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  especially  to  this  bill  and  to  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  and  also  to  some  remarks 
that  have  been  made  which  bear  direotly,  at 
least  I  feel  as  though  they  do,  upon  mvself. 
A  few  days  ago  the  Senator  from/  Michigan 

f^Mr.  Chandlbr]  had  read  at  the  desk  and  pub- 
ished  as  part  of  his  speech  a  letter,  charging 
that  this  measure  was  a  free- trade  conspiracy 
or  a  free-trade  trick,  attempted  to  be  praeticed 
upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I 
wish  to  say  right  here,  so  far  as  the  charge 
tbat  this  measure  was  a  trick  is  concerned,  I 
Qonsulted  with  no  man  before  I  introduced 
the  bill.    There  was  not  a  citizen  of  Chicago 


who  had  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  I  was 
going  to  introduce  it.  No  person  knew  any- 
thing about  it.  I  drew  it  up  at  my  desk  at 
home  and  offered  it  in  the  Senate  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session.  Why?  Because  I  saw 
from  the  statute-books  that  the  same  relief  bad 
been  granted  to  Portland,  Maine,  when  that 
city  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire.  I  looked 
upon  it  then  as  an  act  of  justice  tbat  should  be 
carried  out  toward  one  city  that  was  suffering 
under  a  calamity  as  well  as  another.  That 
was  all  tbat  induced  me  to  present  the  bill  to 
the  Senate. 

So  far  as  this  attempt  has  been  made  in  the 
Senate  to  charge  it  as  a  trick  of  free  trade  or 
in  the  direction  of  free  trade,  I  must  say  tbat 
I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  Senators  make  any 
snch  statement  or  attempt  to  arouse  the  preju- 
dices of  men  who  are  in  favor  of  protective 
tariffs  as  against  what  is  called  revenue  reform 
or  a  revenue  tariff.  I  say  to  my  friend  from 
Michigan  tbat  when  he  charges  this  as  a  free- 
trade  trick,  he  makes  a  charge  in  the  wrong 
direction.  I  am  not  a  free-trader  myself,  never 
have  been,  and  never  expect  to  be. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  the  Senator  par- 
don me  for  iolerrupting  him  for  a  moment  7 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.CHANDLER.  I  never  made  that  charge 
in  the  world.     I  read  a  letter,  it  is  true. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  You  read  a  letter  making 
that  charge  as  part  of  your  speech,  and  it  is 
published  in  tne  Globe  as  a  part  of  your 
sDcech 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  have  not  made  it. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  charge  is  contained  in 
this  letter,  which  is  published  as  a  part  of  your 
speech.  I  am  glad  the^  Senator  says  he  never 
made  it,  or,  at  least,  did  not  intend  to  make 
it  Let  me  sa^  also,  when  Senators  talk  about 
men  being  in  favor  of  free  trade,  or  insinuate 
any  such  thing,  tbat  I  have  read  the  Constitu- 
tion of  my  country,  and  understand — at  least, 
I  think  I  do — the  rights  and  interests  of  my 
constituents  too  well  to  talk  in  that  line. 

the  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must 
ask  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to  pause.  The 
morning  hour  has  expired,  and  the  amnesty  bill 
is  before  the  Senate,  on  which  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  £Mr.  Carpenter]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor, 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  will  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed and  finish  his  remarks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection  the  unfinished  business  will  be  in- 
formally passed  over,  Sul^ect  to  a  demand  for 
the  regular  order. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  per- 
mit a  vote  to  be  taken  on  this  snbiect  after  my 
friend  from  Wisconsin  shall  make  some  re- 
marks upon  it.  I  desired  that  he  should  do  so 
before  I  said  anything.  I  shonld  like  to  hare 
a  vote  this  morning*  If  I  cannot  have  tbaty  as 
a  matter  of  course  I  am  willing  to  desist  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  appears 
to  be  no  objection  to  informally  pcMsiag  over 
the  amnesty  bilL 

Mr.FERRY,  of  Michigan.  Thatjthere  may 
be  no  concealment  in  this  maiter-^I  certainly 
have  none-yl  desire  to  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  that  in  justice  to  myself  and 
those  whom  I  in  part  cepreaent^  it  will  become 
my  duty  to  submit  some  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion under  oonsideration.  I  make  this  state- 
ment that  he  may  not  insist  on  a  vote  (I  am 
with  him  generally  in  the  object  of  relief) 
without  knowing  that  I  deeire  a.few  moments 
to  express  my  views. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  demand  the 
regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  calls  for  the  regular 
order.  Does  he  yield  to  allow  the  Senatot 
from  Illinois  to  conclude  his  remarks? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Yes,  sir;  if  he  de- 
sires it. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    If  there  is  to  be  a  general 
I  debate  on  this  subject,  I  am  perfectly  willing 
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bill  ^  but  the  difficulties  all  removed,  the  dis- 
abilities all  swept  away,  Jeffersoa  Davis  and 
his  compeers  the  equal  of  General  Grant  or 
General  Sherman  or  any  other  man  in  the 
land,  and  I  have  no  expectation  of  witness- 
ing any  such  indulgence  for  the  sentiments  of 
northern  men. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  forbear  to  express 
my  regret  at  the  course  the  debate  upon  this 
civil  rights  amendment  has  taken.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  yesterday  read  letters 
from  several  colored  citizens,  and  one  of  them, 
at  least,  declares  in  substance  that  unless  this 
amendment  shall  be  passed  the  colored  peo- 
ple of  the  country  are  not  disposed  any  longer 
10  stand  by  the  rresidentof  the  United  States. 
This,  a  mere  letter  from  some  citizen,  colored 
or  not  colored,  would  have  no  particular  sig- 
niBcanco ;  but  it  has  the  guo^Undorsement  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  when  ho  reads 
it  here  from  his  place  in  the  Senate.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  colored  people  of  this  country 
are  so  lacking  iu  intelligence  as  to  be  at  all 
disposed,  even  if  this  amendment  should  not 
pass  in  the  precise  form  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed, to  entertain  any  unkind  feeling  toward 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to  turn 
their  backs  upon  the  only  par^y  in  the  country 
that  has  given  them  a  single  right. 

It  happens,  sir,  that  this  country  is  divided 
at  present,  and  will  be  for  many  years  to  come, 
into  two  great  parties,  the  Republican  party, 
aud  the  Democratic  party.  All  attempts  of 
disaffected  Republicans  to  organize  an  inter- 
mediate party  will  result  in  nothing.  All  such 
malcontents  are  between  the  upper  and  nether 
millstone  in  politics,  and  will  be  ground  to 
powder.  It  is  as  well  settled  now  as  any  iirop- 
osiiion  can  be  which  is  yet  to  be  verifiea  that 
General  Grant  will  be  the  Republican  nominee 
for  the  Presidency.  Does  any  man  suppose 
that  the  colored  people  of  this  country  are 
so  ignorant,  so  blind  to  their  own  interests, 
that,  if  this  particular  amendment  shoula 
Dot  pass,  they  would  throw  themselves  into 
the  arms  of  the  Democratic  party,  who  by 
their  ablest  representatives  on  this  floor  have 
openly  announced  that  they  will  not  support 
this  amnesty  bill  if  that  provision  shall  be 
ingralled  upon  it? 

1  come  now  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  While  I 
agree  to  its  principle,  and  shall  vote  for  its 
substance,  there  are  some  particulars  in  it 
which  1  think  I  cannot  support.  I  disagree 
with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  with 
great  hesitancy,  because  on  this  subject,  to 
which  he  has  devoted  so  much  time  and  atten- 
tion, I  should  certainly  very  greatly  defer  to 
him.  At  the  same  time  I  am  here  under  the 
responsibility  of  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  I  must  act 
upon  my  own  judgment.  My  light  may  be 
darkness  to  others,  but  it  is  the  only  guide  I 
have.     It  is  provided  in  this  amendment — 

That  DO  oitizoQ  of  the  United  States  shall,  by 
reasoo  of  race,  oolor,  or  proiM^us  condition  of  servi- 
tado,  be  exeepted  or  ezelaied  Jvom  the  fall  and 
equal  eajoymeot  of  any  aeoominodation,  advan- 
tage, facility,  or  privile^  furnished  by  innkeepers, 
•  •  •  •  by  trustees  and  officers  of  chnrch 
OfgaaisatiwMT,  eemetery  assooiationa,  and  boneva- 
lent  insiUations  incorporated  by  nationai  or  StaU 
authority. 

While  I  do  not  positively  asseri  that  such  a 

provision  would  be  held  unconstitutional  by 

the  judicial  courts,  yet  it  cannot  escape  Uate 

most  casual  observation  that  it  is  trendiing 

ODon  doubtful  and  therefore  dangerous  grouad. 

1  no  very  first  amendment  that  was  made  to 

the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  one  t>f 

those  adopted  soon  after  the  Goveromettt  went 

into  operation,  to  allay  the  fears  which  were 

eotevtaioed  that  the  powers  already  conferred 

upon  Congress  were  so  overwhelming  that  the 

Ooverument  would  become  a  despotism — that 

veiy  first  provision,  preeminentiQ  couseqaence, 

1^4  placed  first  in  the  Ust  of  sa&gaards,  is: 

'*  Congress  shall  make  bo  I^aw  respecting  an  estab* 
lIshme^Lt  of  s^ig[on,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 


thereof;  or 


ft 


ging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 


the  press;  or  the  right  of  tho  people  peaceably  to 
assemble,  and  to  petition  the  QoTernment  for  a 
redress  of  grieyancee." 

It  may  be  said  that  that  provision  was  di- 
rected against  the  establishment  of  a  partic- 
ular faith  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of 
others,  and  that  an  act  which  does  not  give 
preference  to  any  particular  faith,  or  advan- 
tage to  one  sect  which  is  not  conferred  upon 
another,  but  which  lays  its  hand  equally  upon 
all  and  compels  all  to  observe  its  precepts, 
does  not  fiill  within  theprinciple  of  that  con- 
stitutional provision.  Without  discussing  very 
minutely  whether  it  does  or  does  not  violate 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  I  think  it  is  in 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in 
that  it  disregards  the  opinions  and  the  motives 
of  those  who  framed  the  Constitution,  and  is 
in  conflict  with  what  thev  believed  they  had 
Secured.  I  will  not  read  at  length,  but  will 
refer  to  one  section  of  Story  on  the  Constitu- 
tion—section eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine.  ^  Afler  noticing  the  persecutions  of  Chris- 
tians in  earlv  days,  and  the  persecution  of  one 
sect  by  another  in  this  country,  he  adds : 

*'tt  was  under  a  solemn  consciousness  of  the  dan- 
gers from  eeclesiadtioal  ambition,  tho  bigotry  of 
spiritual  pride,  and  the  intolerance  of  sects,  thus 
exemplified  in  our  domestic,  as  well  as  in  foreign 
annals,  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  exclude 
from  the  national  Government  all  power  to  act  upon 
the  subject.  The  situation,  too,  of  the  different 
States  equally  proclaimed  the  policy,  as  well  as  the 
necessity  of  such  an  exclusion.  In  eumeof  tho  States 
Bpiscopalians  constituted  the  predominant  sect ;  in 
others,  Presbyterians;  in  others,  Congregationalists; 
in  others,  Qaakers;  and  in  others  again,  there  waa  n 
close  numerical  rivalry  among  contending  sects.  It 
was  impoesible  that  there  should  not  arise  perpetual 
strife  and  perpetual  jealousy  on  the  subject  of  eoole- 
siastical  ascendency  if  the  national  Uovernment 
were  left  free  to  create  a  religious  establishment. 
The  only  security  was  in  extirpating  the  power.  But 
this  alone  would  have  been  an  imperfect  security  if 
it  had  not  been  followed  up  by  a  declaration  of  the 
right  of  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  nnd  a  prohi- 
bition (as  we  have  seen)  of  nil  religioas  tests.  Thus, 
the  whole  power  over  tho  subject  of  religion  is  left 
exclusively  to  tho  State  governments,  to  be  acted 
upon  according  to  their  own  sense  or  justice,  and 
tho  State  constitutions;  and  the  Catholic  and  the 
Protestant,  the  Calvinist  and  the  Armenian,  the 
Jew  and  the  Infidel,  may  sit  down  at  the  common 
table  of  the  national  councils,  without  any  inquisi- 
tion into  thoir  faith  or  mode  of  worship.''— iSSfoiy  oa 
ihe  ConntihUion,  vol.  2.  p.  506. 

lieferring  to  the  liebaies  in  the  Conveatiou 
ou  that  suQect,  and  to  the  Federalist,  and  to 
the  political  literature  of  that  day,  it  canaot 
be  doubted  that  they  whro  framed  the  Coopti- 
tutioD  of  the  United  States  intended  to,  and 
thought  they  had,  carefully  excluded  the  whole 
subject  of  religion  from  Federal  control  or 
iaterfereoce.  Now,  suppose  that  a  sect  should 
organize  upon  the  Democratic  theory  that  no 
colored  person  had  a  soul,  or  was  under  moral 
responsibility,  and  therefore  had  no  right  to 
be  admitted  to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
supper;  an  organization  founded  upon  such 
absurd  theory  might  be  called,  and  it  might 
bOy  if  the  men  were  foolish  enough  honestly 
to  entertain  such  views,  a  religions  organiza- 
tion ;  and  yet  this  act  comes  down  upon  them 
and  forces  them,  if  they  are  incorporated^ 
to  admit  persons  without  regard  to  color  to 
all  the  accommodations  of  the  chnrch,  and, 
of  course,  without  going  into  details  on  the 
subject,  which  can  hardlv  be  stated  in  becom- 
ing language,  it  is  manliest,  I  think,  that  this 
act  compels  them  to  admit  every  colored  per- 
son to  all.  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and  sacra- 
ments of  such  organization. 

Without  pushing  farther  the  inquiry  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  this  provision,  it  may 
safely  be  asserted  that  it  is  of  doubtful  valid- 
ily;  aud  theu  another  question  arises:  what 
benefit  is  to  result  from  the  |>assage  of  this  act 
to  compensate  for  the  exercis0  of  a  doubtful 
power  7  Why,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  colored 
people  of  this  country  would  thank  us  for  pass- 
ing such  a  law.  It  applies,  of  course,  as  well 
to  their  churches  as  it  does  to  those  of  the 
whites.  They  cannot  have  a  church  of  their 
own.  If  they  organize  a  church  and  desire  to 
keep  it  exclusively  for  their  own  race,  this  act 
forbids  them  to  exclude  any  man  oa  account 
of  color  or  want  of  oolor. 


I  can  even  understand  how  such  a  provision 
nsay  be  made  the  means  of  breaking  up  reli- 
gious services  among  the  colored  people  iu  some 
portions  of  the  South  where  there  is  an  un- 
friendly feeling  toward  them.  They  may  have 
their  churches  open  only  to  colored  people, 
and  as  long  as  they  preserve  the  peace  iney 
are  protected  by  law  in  that  exclusive  worship'; 
but  if  any  white  man,  no  matter  what  may  be 
his  mischievous  purposes  and  intentions,  may 
go  into  such  churches,  I  can  understand  bow 
that  would  furnish  an  opportunity  for  evil-dis- 
posed persons  to  break  up  the  religious  ser- 
vices of  the  colored  people,  and  thus  inflict 
upon  them  a  great  injury. 

I  am  not  speaking  from  an  impalse  of  pre- 
judice. I  could  worship  beside  those  of  d(if- 
fereut  nationalities,  and  with  men  of  color. 
One  of  the  most  impressive  scenes  I  ever  wit- 
nessed— one^  that  made  a  lasting  impression 
upon  my  mind — I  recall  in  this  connection. 
The  first  time  I  ever  left  my  New  England 
home,  while  a  mere  lad,  I  was  in  Montreal ; 
and  on  a  bright  Sabbath  morning,  without 
knowing  whither  1  was  f  oing,  I  fell  in  with 
the  moving  crowd,  and  round  myself  in  the 
Catholic  cathedral  of  that  city,  capable  of 
holding  several  thousands.  There  i  found  a 
vast  multitude  of  worphipers.  There  was  the 
governor  general  of  the  province,  with  high 
officers  of  State,  mingling  indiscriminately 
with  the  people.  There  were  officers  high  in 
military  rank  and  private  soldiers,  navaioffi- 
cera  of  distinction  and  common  sailors.  There 
were  Englishmen,  Frenchmen,  Spaniards,  Ital- 
ians, negroes,  and  Indians.  No  special  accom- 
modations there  for  any  ;  no  purple  cushioned 
seata  for  men  in  authority ;  no  red  cushions 
for  men  of  wealth ;  no  nncushioiied  benches  for 
men  of  less  degree.  Indeed,  no  seats  for  any. 
All  stood  upon  the  commou  level  of  a  stone 
floor;  and  when  the  tinkling  of  the  silver  bell 
was  heard  and  the  host  was  exalted  all  knelt 
upon  the  same  floor.  I  never  realized  before, 
as  when  I  saw  it  then  illustrated,  that  of  one 
flesh  God  had  made  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
I  never  appreciated  so  fully  before  how  com- 

Sletely  our  holy  religion  ignores  the  artificial 
istinctions  of  society.  That  realized  my  idea 
of  a  Catholic  communion,  and  represented 
to  my  apprehension  that  Qod  is  so  far  above 
man  that  artificial  and  accidental  distinction 
among  men  are  forgotten  in  His  acknowledged 
presence. 

But  the  question  remains  whether  Congress 
has  the  constitutional  power  to  compel  in  our 
churches  this  commingling  of  nationalities  and 
races.  Our  judgment  may  approve  it,  but  that 
does  not  establish  the  constitutional  power  to 
enforce  it. 

The  objection  to  this  provision,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  this:  it  reads  **of  all  trustees  and 
officers  of  church  organizations,  cemeteries, 
associations,  and  benevolent  institutions  in- 
corporated by  national  or  State  authority." 
The  mere  fact  of  incorporation  is  supposed  to 
confer  the  right  upon  the  General  Government 
to  take  juf  isdictiou  over  them  for  this  purpose. 
Now,  I  think  that  is  an  unsatisfactory  ground 
upon  which  to  rest  Federal  authority.  Half  a 
dozen  individuals  may  associate  together  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  in  a  certain  j)iace  or  according  to  a 
particular  creed.  They  are,  of  course,  upon 
the  Senator's  own  opinion,  entitled  to  be  ex- 
clusive in  their  worship  as  long  as  they  remain 
private  individuals ;  but  be  says  that  if  they 
ask  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  which  simply 
enables  them  to  hold  their  property  in  con- 
tinuity, then  they  should  be  subjected  to  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  enforce  political 
regulations  over  them.  The  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  has  attempted  to  obviate  this  bj 
adding  this  amendment: 

But  churches,  schools,  oemeteries^  and  iostitu* 
tions  of  learning  eetablisbed  for  white  or  colored 
persons  and  maintained  respectively  by  the  eontri* 
butioDs  of  such  persons,  shall  remain  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  original  establishment. 

If  this  bill  were  to  be  passed  in  this  form, 
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it  is  very  likely  that  hereafter  mich  organiza- 
tioos  woald  be  formed  so  as  to  come  within 
the  saviDg  clause  of  this  provision ;  bat  it  is 
to  be  understood  that  the  former  part  of  this 
section  applies  to  existing  churoheR.  Take, 
for  instance/rrinity  church,  in  New  York,  one 
of  the  oldest  corporations,  I  suppose,  in  the 
United  Slates:  this  bill  applies  to  that  church 
as  much  as  it  does  to  any  organization  which 
may  be  incorporated  subsequent  to  its  passage* 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Where  does  Trinity 
cburoh  get  the  power  to  exclude  persons  for 
color,  either  of  skin  or  hair,  now  7 

Mr.  CABF£NTE£L  It  is  the  peculiarity 
of  a  small  mind  always  to  try  to  hold  to  one 
subject  at  a  time.  There  is  great  difficulty  in 
considering  everjrthing  at  once,  and  there  are 
still  greater  difficulties  in  discussing  everything 
at  the  tame  moment.  What  right  Trinity 
church  has  to  do  anything,  1  am  not  inquir* 
iag;  whether  her  organization  is  according 
to  the  statute  of  New  York  or  not.  I  am  not 
inquiring ;  whether  she  has  forfeited  whatever 
franchises  have  been  conferred  upon  her,  I 
am  not  inqctirine;  whether  her  act  of  incor- 
poration compels  her  to  admit  negroes  or 
aathoriaes  her  to  exclude  them,  I  am  not 
inquiring ;  1  do  not  know.    The  precise,  single 

2ne8tion  that  I  am  trying  to  discuss  is  whether 
/ongieta  has  any  authority  to  say  that  Trinity 
church  shall  not  exclude  them,  even  if  her 
charter  permits  her  to  do  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  good;  that  is  the 
answer. 

Mr.  GARPENTEB.  That  is  the  answer,  as 
fiur  as  I  can  give  it,  not  having  examined  their 
charter  to  see  whether  the  State  of  New  York 
has  given  them  such  powers  or  not,  and  for 
the  present  purpose  not  oaring. 

Then  the  next  to  the  last  section  of  this 

amendment  reads  thus: 

No  person  ihall  be  disqaalifled  for  servio*  as  a 
juror  in  any  court,  natioaal  or  State,  b^  reason  of 
race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

Now,  I  doubt  at  least  the  constitutionality 
of  that  provision.  We  have  already  provided 
that  colored  persons  may  serve  as  jurors  in 
common  with  white  persons  in  the  Federal 
courts.  Can  we  go  further?  Can  we  fix  the 
qualifications  for  serving  as  a  juror  in  a  State 
euurt  any  more  than  we  can  fix  the  quallfica' 
tion  for  serving  upon  the  bench  of  a  State 
court?  No  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  it 
is  to  be  borne  iu  mind,  has  taken  away  from 
the  States  the  powerof  determining  the  quali- 
fication of  those  who  shall  hold  office  in  the 
Slate.  A  constitutional  amendment  has  taken 
away  from  them  the  power  to  discriminate 
between  citizens  as  to  the  right  to  vote  on  the 
ground  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude ;  but  that  amendment  does  not 
extend  to  holding  office.  Now,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  although  I  may  be  wrong  in  this,  that 
this  provision  determining  who  shall  be  quali- 
fied to  serve  as  a  juror  iu  the  State  courts  is 
beyond  the  province  of  this  Government  to 
eipact.  We  can  say  that  for  our  own  courts, 
and  we  have  eaid  it ;  so  that,  so  far  as  our 
courts  are  concerned,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
this  amendment,  and  so  far  as  the  State  courts 
are  concerned  I  doubt  at  least  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  to  pass  it. 

At  a  proper  time  I  shall  therefore  move  a 

substitute  for  this  amendment,  which  will  read 

as  follows:; 

Whoever,  bein£  a  corporation  or  natural  person, 
and  owner  or  in  charge  of  any  public  ino,  or  of  any 
place  Ht  public  amusetoent  or  entertainment  for 
which  a  leceose  from  any  iefal authority  isrequired, 
or  of  any  line  of  sta^e-coaohes.  railroad,  or  other 
means  of  public  carnage  of  passengurs  or  freieht. 
dr  of  any  cemetery,  or  other  benevolent  institution. 
0r  any  p«blio  school  supported  at  public  expense  or 
by  endowment  for  public  use,  shall  mnke  any  dis- 
tinction as  to  admission  or  privileges  therein 
against  any  oitiien  of  the  United  States  beosuse  of 
race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitade^  shall, 
on. conviction  ^erepfl  be  fined  nut  less  than  $5Q0, 
nor  more  than  lo.OuO  for  each  offeose,  to  bo  recov- 
ered by  information  filed  by  the  district  attorney  in 
auy  court  having  jurisdiction,  upon  the  complaint 
of  any  person  imured,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  \ 
United  btates,  and  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  com- 
tlaiftianfc« 


Sac.  2.  That  all  offenses  under  this  act  may  be 
prosecuted  before  any  territorial,  district,  or  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  having  Jorisdietion  of 
crimes  at  the  place  where  the  offense  is  oharged  to 
have  been  committed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  have^  included  every- 
thing ill  this  substitute  which  is  embraced  and 
intended  to  be  provided  for  in  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
with  the  single  exception  of  churches,  which 
I  think  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power 
to  regulate,  and  that  I  have  changed  the  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  cemeteries,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  those  which  are  merely  incorporated, 
but  only  as  to  those  which  are  supported  at 
the  public  expense  or  by  endowment  for  pub- 
lic use.  In  other  words,  I  ihiuk  the  ground 
upon  which  this  common  right  of  all  the  citi- 
zens of  this  country  to  participate  iu  the  ben- 
efits of  benevolent  institutions  should  be  based 
is  not  whether  it  happens  or  not  to  be  incor- 
porated, but  whether  it.  is  supported  at  the 
public  expense. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
constitutionaliiy  of  the  substitute  which  I  shall 
propose;  and,  Mr.  President,  when  we  come 
to  consider  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and 
fifteenth  amendments  to  the  Constitution  it 
must  be  understood  that  we  are  entering  upon 
a  new  field  of  constitutional  discussion,  and  I 
mean  to  speak  upon  this  subject  with  great 
modesty  and  circumspection,  because  in  the 
absence  of  judicial  exposition  it  is  impossible 
to  lay  down  any  rule  for  construing  these 
amendments  which  subsequent  reflection  and 
the  occurrence  of  new  cases  will  not  convince 
us  should  be  modified  or  changed. 

There  are  two  prominent  theories  upon  this 
Rubject. 

One  is  that  the  fourteenth  amendment  has 
totally  changed  the  nature  of  this  Govern- 
ment, that  it  has  abolished  State  govern- 
ments, consolidated  all  power  in  Congress; 
and  I  recollect  hearing  a  speech  some  days 
ago  in  which  it  was  in  substance  declared  that 
the  States  derived  their  rights  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Mr.  President, 
that  theory  cannot  be  maintained,  in  view  of 
the  history  of  this  countrjr,  the  text  of  the 
Constitution,  judicial  exposition,  all  comment- 
aries on  the  subject,  and  the  common  under* 
standing  of  the  people. 

This  Govemmeot  was  established  by  thir- 
teen  States;  thirteen  then  existing  sovereign 
States.  When  the  people  of  those  States 
adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
aad  made  it  the  supreme  law  over  them,  they 
c^tainly  relinquished  many  of  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  and  when  sovereignty  snrren* 
ders  any  of  its  prerogatives  it  so  ur  ceases  to 
be  sovereign.  The  States  are  not  sovereign 
in  the  sense  in  which  Great  Britain  is  sover* 
eign,  or  in  the  sense  iu  which  they  were  sov- 
ereign before  they  tied  their  hands  by  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation,  or  by  the  Constitution, 
or  by  whatever  other  means  or  instrumentali- 
ties that  end  was  accomplished.  They  are 
sovereign  in  certain  respects ;  or  it  would  be  a 
more  appropriate  and  correct  use  of  language 
to  say  that  while  they  are  not  sovereign,  the 
powers  of  sovereignty,  the  legislative,  judi- 
cial, and  executive  powers,  which  we  class  in 
the  designation  of  sovereign  powers,  are  dis- 
tribnted  between  the  General  Government  and 
the  State  governments. 

For  certain  pur[>oses,  for  the  purpose  of 
declaring  and  making  war,  raising  an  army 
and  navy,  coining  money,  and  other  purposes, 
the  sovereign  power  of  this  people  is  vested  in 
the  General  Government ;  bnt  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  religion,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing highways,  and  bridges,  and  poor-honaes, 
and  court- houses,  and  State-houses,  the  sover- 
eign power  of  the  people  is  vested  in  the  State 
governments.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
Constitntion ;  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  judicial 
courts,  and  the  doctrine  which  is  universally 
approved  by  thejndicial  and  professional  mind. 
Anid  ih%  harmony  of  our  system  consists  in  an 
exuct  observance  of  it ;  or  rather,  that  there 


should  be  harmony  in  our  system,  it  Is  ti»£s- 
pensable  that  we  should  carefallj  matk  tht 
dividing  line  between  the  powers  of  the  Federal 
and  State  Governments,  and  in  exercbiag 
Federal  powers  take  care  never  to  peaa  the 
line,  and  to  take  care  that  the  Stet^  never 
encroach  upon  Federal  authority.  Thiueaek 
government  revolves  in  its  own  orbit,  each 
performing  ita  own  duty  and  exerctfiwg  i<a  own 
powers  without  collision ;  for  where  the  aover- 
eign  power  is  vested  in  one  goversBent  to 
reference  to  a  particular  subject,  that  pewfr 
is  not  vested  in  the  other,  with  a  few  trfii^ 
exceptions,  such  as  taxation,  which  is  eoamoa 
to  both. 

The  other  view  is  that  the  fourteenth  aaiead- 
ment  amounts  to  nothing;  that  it  hms  added 
nothing  to  the  Constitution  of  the  eoonirj; 
that  it  declares  elementary  principles;  that, 
in  other  words,  it  is  made  np  of  confiing 
phrases,  of  political  catch-words  to  soothe  the 
anxieties  of  the  people,  hut  added  nothiog, 
changed  nothing,  accomplished  nothing.  Tlot 
extreme  is  just  as  erroneous  as  the  oppo- 
site one  which  would  concentrate  the  whoie 
powers  of  sovereignty  in  the  Federal  Oovera- 
ment.  We  must  draw  a  line  somewhere,  ai 
cases  arise,  between  these  two  eztremes;  aad 
without  assuming  or  pretending  or  having  the 
vanity  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  I  can  draw 
that  line  clearly  and  for  all  cases,  I  deeire  to 
speak  for  a  few  moments,  more  by  way  of  throw- 
ing out  suggestions  to  be  thought  of  by  ochen 
than  delivering  or  declaring  any  well-formed 
opinion  of  my  own,  because  as  I  said,  the 
absence  of  judicial  decisions  on  these  gresst 
amendments,  and  in  view  of  the  tremendoas 
consequences  that  would  follow  from  any  erro- 
neous construction  of  them,  it  behooves  aoy 
man  in  construing  them  to  go  slowly,  to  he 
cautious  and  careful,  and  see  to  it  that  be 
does  not  dogmatically  or  in  a  frantic  patty 
spirit  lay  down  principles  merely  to  serve  the 
interests  of  the  noup^  which  must  aobsequeatly 
be  abandoned.  Before  coming  to  thia,  Idesirs 
to  refer  to  one  or  two  remarks  of  the  Seoator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Suioter]  yesterday 
on  this  subject.    He  said : 

**  When  I  allude  to  the  Deolaration  "^ 


Meaning  the  Declaration  of  Independi 

**  I  know  well  the  way  with  whieh  tnch  an  allstiea 
is  received  on  this  floor.  I  have  lived  throusb  % 
period  of  history,  and  do  not  forsotthat  I  here  b^tfd 
that  sreat  title-deed  arraigned  as  a  '  self -^videai 
lie.'  There  are  Senators  now  who,  while  hevitatiac 
to  adopt  that  vnlfcar  eztravaffance  of  disseiit,  are 
willing  to  trifle  with  it  as  a  rule  of  interpretatioB. 
I  am  not  frightened.  Sir,  I  insist  that  the  Cowtl- 
tution  most  be  interpreted  by  the  Deetaratlcm.  I 
insist  that  the  Declaration  is  of  e^ual  aad  eciordi- 
nate  authority  with  the  Constitntion  itaelfl" 

Mr.  President,  I  allude  to  this  subject  be- 
cause I  suppose  I  was  referred  to  in  the  remark 
which  the  Senator  made.  On  a  former  occa- 
sion, in  discussing  a  constitutional  question 
here,  I  understood  that  Senator  to  deduee  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  do  a  cer- 
tain thing  from  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
enee,  ana  I  dissented  fromthatopioion,  aadin 
the  heat  <^  an  er  iemport  speech  I  said  that 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  a  "  revo- 
lutionary pronunciamien  to.''  The  Senator  fiosi 
Massaonusetts  left  this  Senate,  I  suppose, 
deeply  pained  by  my  utterance  of  that  porase. 
At  all  events,  in  fourteen  days  after^wd  he 
came  here  with  a  caretnlly  prepared,  wTitlea» 
and  I  believe  printed  arraignmeot  of  myself— * 

Mr.  SUMNBR.     I  beg  the  Senator's  par- 
don.   He  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  OABPENTBR.  I  always  grant  par- 
don. I  am  only  stating  the  fact  as  the  re^Hd 
^ows  it.  It  was  a  speech  arraigniD^  me  for 
havtne  used  tlmt  srnrortunate  phrase.  Mr. 
Prenaent%  I  eopjsosed  when  I  heard  the  Sen- 
ator say  that  he  insisted  that  the  De<4aratioe 
was  to  be  used  as  a  rule  of  interpretatios,  thst 
he  had  come  at  last  upon  perfectly  safe groaad; 
but  then  followed  a  sentence  whieh-  eenfossA 
me  agian,  in  which  he  said  t 

"I  insist  that  the  DeelaTa^on  is  of  equal  aad 
ooSrdinate  anthorHy  with  the  Oonsttttttlon  Untl** 
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.  I  am  not  certain  tbat  I  nndestUod  what  the 
Senator  means  bjr  aayjog  that  it  it  of  equal 
Md  codrdinate  authority.  If  he  meaoa  that 
it,    equally    with    the    Constitution,  coofers 

Sower  upon  Congress,  that,  as  grants  of  power 
x>m  the  i>eople  to  the  Oenecal  Governmenti 
the  Constitution  and  the  Declaration  are 
coordinate,  then  I  dissent.  But  turning  to 
the  {ipeech  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  where 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  Senator  from  Maa» 
aachusetts,  this  occurred : 

**  Mr.  MoBRiLL,  of  Maine.  That  the  BeolaraeioD 
of  Independence  is  an  iofluenoe,  u  I  said  the  other 
day.  nobody  questions ;  but  that  it  is  a  power  in  the 
ConsUtution,  and  ought  to  be  treated  as  a  proriaion 
in  the  Cons titation  and  as  a  tubstantire  power"— 

By  whieh  I  suppose  he  means  a  substantive 
l^ant  of  power — 

**1  did  not  tnppoie  there  was  a  boy  anywhere  in 
the  land,  who  had  eyer  seen  or  heard  of  a  law*boek, 
that  eonld  belieye  it. 

**  Mr.  SuMNSB.  My  friend  will  remember  that  I 
did  not  say  the  Deelaratioa  of  Independence  was  a 
•ubstantifTe  power.  I  said  the  Oonstitntiott  of  the 
United  Sutee  in  all  its  powers  most  be  interpreted 
by  iheDedaraaon." 

Then  I  was  about  to  rise  and  make  my 
obeisance  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts ; 
bat  the  Senator  from  Maine  called  him  more 
directly  to  the  point  in  this  way : 


*  Mr.  MoBBiLL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator  said 
that  the  Deolaration  was  as  much  an  authority  as 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SuMirsB.  Very  well;  that  I  do  say,  eertainly, 
and  a  little  more." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well ;  I  say  a  little 
more  m  what  it  is ;  that  is,  as  a  rule  of  inter- 
pretation. If  jron  give  preference  to  either,  it 
18  to  the  Declaration.  Indeed,  I  cannot  escape 
from  that  conclusion.  It  is  earlier  in  tine ; 
it  is  loftier,  more  mi^estie,  more  sublime  in 
character  and  principle. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Bat^  Mr.  President, 
Ae  tronble  with  the  loftiest  things  frequently  is 
that  they  are  not  practical.  A  flower  may  be 
far  more  beautiful  than  a  gn^in  of  wheat  or  a 
potato,  but  the  former  will  not  sustain  life, 
while  the  latter  will.    Now,  the  true  theory  is 

Slain .  If  the  Senator  fh>m  Mas^aebMetts  say« 
lat  in  doubtful  cases  it  is  the  duty  of  a  court 
or  the  duty  of  the  Senate  or  the  duty  of  any 
public  officer  to  consider  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  be  is  right  So  he  must  con- 
sider the  whole  history  of  this  country ;  he 
must  consider  the  history  of  the  colonies,  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  all  anterior  history. 
That  is  a  principle  of  municipal  law.  A  con- 
tract entered  into  between  two  individuals,  in 
the  language  of  the  cases,  must  be  read  in  the 
light  of  the  circumstances  that  sarrounded  the 
imrties  who  made  it.  Certainly  tbe  Coosiitu* 
tion  of  tbe  United  States  must  be  constmed 
upon  the  same  princij^e.  and  when  we  are  eon- 
ssideiing  a  doubtful  question  the  whole  former 
history  of  the  ooantry,  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 

Jendenoot  the  wrttings  of  Washin||toa  and  of 
eiferson  and  of  Madisoaf  the  writings  in  the 
Federalist — oveiythiog  that  pertained  to  that 
day  and  gives  color  andtone  to  the  Ooastitn^ 
tion,  must  be  considered.  But  when  you  have 
done  thie,  if  yon  find  a  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution not  in  harmony  with  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  you  must  follow  the  Constitu- 
tioof  beoaose  you  have  sworn  to  support  it  and 
have  not  sworn  to  6i^>port  the  Declaration. 
Yen  employ  the  Dec^asatioB  of  Independence 
as  vou  employ  the  Biblcy  aad  all  literature) 
andall  learning,  and  all  history,  and  comman 
sense,  to  ^nd  out  what  was  intended  in  the 
phmse  which  was  put  into  tbe  Constitution. 
When  you  have  by  the  use  of  ail  these  means 
decided  upon  a  particular  point,  and  believe 
that  the  Constitution  intended  to  acoouiplish  a 
certain  end,  then,  although  you  imff.  be  con- 
vinced that  it  is  in  direcJ;  anta^mism  wuth  tlM 
Deelacalion  of  independence,  you  ha^asjrorn 
to  support  the  Constitution. 

Naw,  a  few  words  upon  these  oonstitutional 
amendments.  In  tbe  first  plaoui  let  me  turn 
to ^e  thirteenth: 

''SaovtoN  h  Neitberfllaverynorittvolnntaaysenr- 
itode,  ezoept  as  a  panishaent  for  crime,  whereof 


the  party  skail  have  been  daly  ooavieted.  ^all  esitt 
witbin  the  United  States,  or  any  place  snhjeot  to 
their  Jurfsdiotion. 

"  Ssc.  2.  CoDf  reas  shall  have  power  to  enforee  this 
article  by  appropriate  Iccislation." 

Then  comes  the  fourteenth  and  tbe  fifteenth 
amendments,  with  the  same  grant  of  power  to 
Congress. 

I  now  come  to  a  point  of  the  speech  made 
yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Massaohusetts 
hi  whieh  1  fully  concur.  The  lan^^age  em- 
ployed In  these  clauses  whieh  gram  power  to 
Congress  in  the  thirteenth,* feorteenth,  and  fif- 
teenth amendments,  is  not  different  in  phrase- 
ology merely,  but  subetmitiaUy  diffisient  firom 
the  provision  in  the  original  Conrtitutioa. 
Let  me  turn  to  that.  The  last  clause  in  the 
legislative  artioie  is : 

**The  Goofresi  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  aeconary  and  proper  for  esrryinc 
into  execution  the  foreaolnf  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vested  bv  this  Constitution  m  the  Qovem« 
meat  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department 
or  offioer  thereof." 

Now,  I  eall  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  precise  language.  It  is  a  sweeping  pro- 
vision, very  broad,  very  ample,  but  it  is  eon- 
fined  to  the  passage  of  laws  aeeeesary  and 
proper  to  carry  out  the  powers  eooferrea  upon 
the  Gteneral  Ooverameat,  Thia  original  Con- 
stitQtion  contains  aeveial  olasaee  of  provisions* 
Li  the  first  place,  here  is  the  first  article  oon^ 
ferring  legislative  power  upon  Coagresa ;  then 
tbe  executive  article  conferring  executive 
power  upon  the  Presideni;  then  the  judiciary 
article  conferring  power  upon  the  oonrta. 
Those  were  all  articlea  conferring  powets 
uj)on  the  Government  which  this  Constitu- 
tion created.  Then  we  find  a  class  of  miscel- 
laneous provisions!  and  then  we  come  to  see- 
tion  ten,  which  reads : 

*'  No  State  shall  eater  into  any  treaty,  atliaaee,  or 
confederation,  grant  letters  of  maroaeand  reprisal* 
ooln  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,'*  «c. 

This  faction  lays  inhibitions  upon  tbe  States. 
Bad  Congress  any  power  to  enforce  those  pro- 
hibitions by  legislation  ?  None  whatever.  The 
Conatitutioa  did  not  ppovide  that  Congress 
should  have  power  to  make  laws  neceesaryand 
proper  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution. There  were  provisions  in  this  Con- 
stitution which  they  never  intended  to  author- 
ize Congress  to  enforce;  provisions  which 
merely  laid  restraints  upon  the  States,  and 
the  good  faith  of  the  State  was  regarded  tm 
a  sufficient  guarantee  that  they  would  ^bo 
observed*  In  the  sensitiveness  of  the  peoplo 
at  that  time  about  State  sovereignty  and  State 
rights,  and  with  the  fear  entertained  by  many 
that  too  much  powex  had  been  granted  to  tbe 
General  Government,  such  a  j^aut  of  power 
could  not  have  been  expectedrand  it  is  not 
found  in  the  Constitution*  The  great  is  to 
pass  all  laws  neceisary,  a  power  to  exeoute 
the  powers  con&rred  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment, but  no  power  is  given  to  legislate  in  the 
way  of  enforcing  these  restraining  provisions 
upon  the  States. 

When  you  come  to  the  thirteenth  and  four* 
teenth  and.  fifteenth  amendments,  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  (and  here  I  adopt  the  principle 
which  I  understand  the  Senator  firom  Massa- 
chusetts at  last  to  lay  down,)  we  must  consider 
the  circumstances  that  surrounded  those  who 
adopted  the  amendments.  The  sensitiveness 
that  existed  about  interfering  with  States  whea 
th^riginal  Constitution  was  adopted  had  been 
drowned  in  blood.  We  had  seen  States  faith- 
less to  their  ooastiiutional  obligations ;  we  had 
seen  States  disregi^rdin^  their  known  duties  aa 
defined  by  the  ConstUiUion ;  we  had  seen 
States  wheeling  out  of  the  Union,  raisic^ 
armiea  and  navies  and  marehioi^  them  upon 
the  capital  of  the  nation.  We  knew  then  by 
saa  experience  that  to  say  no  State  shoald  do 
a  certain  thine  would  not  necessarily  insure 
obedience,  ana  thereibre  we  find  the  power 
granted  to  Congress  by  tb^e  three  amend- 
ments totally  and  substantially  different.  It 
is  not  a  grant  of  power  to  pass  laws  neeessary 
and  proper  to  execute  powers  couierced  upon 


the  General  Government^  but  It  is  a  power 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  these  articles  by 
apr^priate  legislation. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  enforcing  this  article? 
I  listened  with  great  pleasure  and  interest, 
as  I  alwnys  do,  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thuxiixm]  the  other  day  upon 
this  subject  He  is  too  good  a  lawyer  to  say 
anything  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  Coa- 
stittttion  and  laws  that  does  not  interest  me ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  thet  he  stuek  in  Uie  bark. 
When  this  Constitution  provides  that  the 
States  shall  not  do  a  certain  thin^,  that  they 
shall  not  abridge  the  rights  of  oitiKens,  that 
th^  shall  deny  no  citizen  the  protection  of 
the.  laws,  and  then  empowers  Congress  t6 
enforce  those  provisions,  it  is  a  different  thing 
firom  thegrant  of  power  in  the  obi  Conotitution. 
The  Senator  si^s  you  cannot  enforce  a  nagi^ 
tion.  I  answer  the  Senator  by  rMMdiag  "Uie 
text  of  the  amendments,  which  says.  Coagresa 
shall  enforce  their  provisions.  Now,  S  we 
cannot  enfi>roe  a  negation,  as  the  Senator  si^Sy 
still  we  must  enforce,  by  positive  enactments, 
the  prineiplee  intended  to  be  seonred  by  these 
amendments. 

Mc  THUftMAN.  WiU  the  Senator  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    Cwtainly. 

Mv.TfiURMAN.  I  do  not  remember  having 
used  any  such  expression. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  suppose  yon 
did.  I  do  not  pretend  to  remember  the  exact 
expression,  but  I  am  slating  what  I  understood 
to  be  the  effect  of  the  Senator's  argument  on 
the  subject.  I  have  not  his  speech  before  me, 
and  I  have  never  seen  it  in  print;  but  I  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  ohair  at  the  timus  it  was 
delivered,  and  listened  to  it  attentively^  and  I 
have  given  niy  reoollectien  of  the  drift  and 
subetanoe  of  it.  I  understand  the  Senator's 
opinion  to  be — and  if  I  am  mistaken  about 
that  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  know  that  I  am 
mistaken--*that  Congress  under  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  fi>r  instance,  can  do  nothing  bv 
way  of  positive  enactment  to  enforce  the  end 
intended  to  be  secured  by  that  amendment, 
except  to  provide  that  the  States  shall  not  do 
what  they  are  fi>rbidden  to  do  fay  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  My  idea,  if  the  Senator 
desires  me  to  state  it,  is  Uiat  the  remedy  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  under  the  fbu^rteenth  amend- 
ment as  it  waa  under  the  original  Constitution. 
If  a  State  violated  one  of  the  prohibitions  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  original  Conatitution  it 
waa  oompetem  &r  Congress  to  afford  a  remedy, 
because  by  that  Constitution  the  judicial  power 
extended  to  all  questions  arisine  under  the 
Constitution.  Tlmt  being  the  judicial  pov/er 
you  might  make  a  case  fbr  your  judiciary,  yoU 
might  provide  bv  ^our  legislation  to  make  a 
case  for  your  judiciary  wherever  a  State  vio- 
lated any  one  of  tbe  inhibittOna  imposed  l^ 
the  eviginal  Constitatien.  In  that  way  jma  do 
peevide  fbr  eaoeoBtiag  a  power  conferred  apoa 
eoe  of  the  departments  of  this  Goveenmeat,  to 
wit,  the  jttdioiary  f  and  I  say  tlmt  the  remedy 
is  precisely  the  same  under  the  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  and  fifWenth  amendments. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  is  substanttaliy 
what  I  understood  the  Senator  to  say  on  that 
point.  Be  doee  not  speak  now  of  the  precise 
point  to  which  I  alluded,  and  which  I  under- 
stood him  to  maintain.  I  have  no  purpose  of 
attempting  to  answer  that  Senator  on  this  or 
any  other  t^aeatioA  j  but  I  allude  to  it  because 
he  stated  his  views  upon  it*  Of  course  he  un« 
derstaads  that. 

I  say  the  distinction  between  the  two  caset 
is  found  in  tbe  different  language  of  the  two 
provisions.  Under  the  old  Constitution,  it  is 
true,  there  was  a  remedy  resulting  from  the 
powers  conferred  upon  the  courts.  Because 
the  judicial  ppwer  of  the  Union  extended  to 
all  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution,  it  was 
in  the  power  of  that  departmeint  of  the  Gov 
ernment  to  bear  causes  which  involved  an 
attempt  of  a  State  to  violate  any  of  the  pro« 
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▼isions  of  the  Constitation,  and  it  did  not  need 
any  Btatnte  to  enforce  that  right.  It  was  a 
power  conferred  by  the  Constitution  itself. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Oh! 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
legislation  was  not  necessary  to  orgaiyze  the 
court,  give  them  a  seal,  &c. 

Mr.  THaRMAN.  Give  them  jurisdiction— 
th^  whole  appellatejurisdiotion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  No ;  I  beg  pardon. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts  is  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution,  and  we  cannot  give 
thetn  any  other  jurisdiction ,  and  we  never  have. 
There  is  not  a  single  subject  over  which  the 
Federal  courts  can  to-day  exercise  jurisdiction 
that  is  not  c6nferred  on  them  by  the  Constita- 
tion  itself. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  I  do  not  disturb  my 
friend's  argument,  I  will  say  that  is  very  true ; 
the  power  must  be  given  by  the  Constitution ; 
bat  ie  not  a  statute  necessary  to  give  them 
appellate  jurisdiction  ?  Are  there  any  circuit 
eouTta  OF  district  couits  icreated  by  the  Consti- 
tution? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  friend  from  Ohio 
is  certainly  too  good  a  lawyer  and  too  astute « 
man  not  to  see  that  that  is  wandering  away 
from  the  question  I  am  discussing. 

I  am  not  discussing  at  present  what  is  the 
precise  distribution  of  jurisdiction  between  the 
Federal  courts  as  to  each  other,  nor  what  is 
original  and  what  is  appellate  power.  That  is 
a  subject  totally  out  of  my  6eld.  What  I 
assert  is  that  the  ^risdiction  in  the  Federal 
courts,  and  all  the  jurisdiction  they  possess,  is 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  itself  and  that 
the  provision  which  is  found  in  the  legislative 
article  that  Congress  may  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  powers  conferred  in  the 
Constitution  does  not  enable  us  to  enlarge 
that  jurisdiction ;  and  Congress  never  has  done 
it,  TJor  pretended  to  do  it.  If  it  has,  the  act 
is  uticonstitutional.  Of  course  there  have 
been  differences  of  opinion  as  to  whether  par- 
ticular acts  imesed  did  or  did  not  confer  uocon* 
stitutional  jurisdiction ;  but  such  acts  were 
vindicated  upon  the  grouud  that  they  did  not 
confer  a  jurisdiction  beyond  that  conferred  by 
the  Constitution ;  and  no  one  ever  pretended 
that  Congress  could  confer  a  jurisdiction  upon 
the  Federal  courts  which  was  not  eonferrea  by 
the  Constitution. 

But  to  return.  I  say  that  the  clauses  grant- 
ing power  to  Congress  in  these  articles  are  so 
different  from  the  clause  which  grants  such 
power  in  the  old  Constitution  that  we  must 
infer  an  intention  to  grant  a  different  power. 
Turn,  for  instance,  to  the  fburteenih  amend- 
ment: 

"  All  pertons  bom  or  naturalized  in  the  Unltod 
Statei.  and  rahjoet  to  the  iurisdiotion  thereof,  are 
oititeniof  the  United  Statea  and  of  the  State  wherein 
they  reside.  No  State  shall  make  or  enforco  any 
law  whieh  shall  abridge  the  privileceaor  immanitldft 
of  citisens  of  the  United  StaieB.'*- 

In  a  speech  in  the  Senate  the  other  day  it 
was  asked,  *^  What  is  the  nManing  of  this  pro- 
vision f  how  do^s  it  differ  from  the  provision  in 
tbe  old  Constitution,  article  four,  section  two?'* 

**  The  oitisent  of  each  State  shall  be  eatitled  to  oH 

Sriyile|re9  and  latmonitios  of  eitisent  in  the  teverat 

The  provision  in  the  fourteenth  amendment  is: 

'*  No  Stato  shall  make  or  eoforoe  an^  taw  whioh. 
shall  abridee  tbe  prlvilegos  or  inun unities  of  oiti- 
sens  of  the  United  StMefr.** 

The  diffsrence  between  these  provisions  is 
manifest  and  broAd.  Under  the  old  Constitu- 
tion a  citiaen  removing  from  Mnifie  to  South 
Carolina  did  not  carry  with  him  the  rij^t^ 
which  belonged  to  him  as  a  citizen  of  Maine. 
He  was  simply  entitled  'when  in  South  Caro- 
lina to  sudh  privileges  antl  immunities  as  ^e 
law  of  that  btate  granted  to  citizens  of  his 
class.  fW  instance,  when  a  colored  man  leav- 
ing Massachusetts,  where  he  could  vote,  went 
to  Sotith  Carolina,  he  could  not  vote.  Why? 
This  aKicIe  did  not  re^h  his  case.  All  tlmt 
he  could  claim  in  that  Slate  under  this  provis- 
ion was  that  he  should  have  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  cdlored'  citizens  in  that 


State.  What  were  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  colored  citizens  in  South  Carolina? 
Voting  was  not  one  of  them.  So  a  married 
woman  leaving  tbe  State  of  Wisconsin,  where 
she  was  authorised  to  hold  separate  estate  and 
to  make  contracts,  removing  to  a  State  where 
the  common  law  in  that  particular  prevailed, 
did  not  carry  with  her  the  right  to  buy  and 
hold  real  estate  and  make  contracts  concern- 
ing it.  She  took  her  place  in  the  new  State 
with  whatever  privileges  and  immunities  be- 
longed to  the  marfied  females  of  that  State. 
In  other  words,  when  citizens  went  from  one 
State  to  another,  their  rights  in  the  State  to 
which  they  removed  wero  detormioed  by  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  that  State. 

Turn  now  to  the  fourteenth  amendment ^  it 
does  not  merely  provide  that  a  citizen  remov- 
ing from  one  State  to  another  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  cit- 
izens in'  the  latter  State*  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  thereof,  as  was  provided  by  the  old 
Constitution ;  but  this  amendment  enters  into 
every  State«  and  declares  that  in  every  State 
every  American  citizen  shall  be  entitled  to, 
and  shall  enjoy,  all  the  privileges  aftd  immu- 
nities whieh  belong  to  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States;  By  this  amendment  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  in  New  York,  South  Carolina, 
or  California,  is  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain 
to  American  citizenship.  The  old  Constitu- 
tion merely  forbade  a  State  to  discriminate  in 
this  particular  between  its  native-born  citizens 
and  the  citizens  of  other  States  coming  within 
its  jurisdiction. 

The  fourteenth  amendment  assumes  that 
there  are  certain  privileges  and  immunities 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  declares  that  no  State  shall  abridge 
those  privileges  and  immunities. 

If  no  State  can  make  or  enforce  a  law — and 
law  in  this  connection  includes  State  constitu- 
tions, common  law,  statutes,  and  usages  in  such 
Stale — to  abridge  the  rights  of  any  citizen  it 
must  follow  that  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  all  citizens  most  be  the  same.  If  my  privi- 
leges .are  not  equal  to  th6se  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  then  mine  are  abridged.  This  no 
State  can  do. 

It  is  provided  by  this  amendment — 

"Oontross  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
bj  appropriate  leffislation." 

Now  to  say  that  Congt^ss  can  only  pass  a 
lair  declaring  that  no  State  shall  pass  a  law 
to  abridge  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
citizen,  seems  to  me  to  be  trifling  with  the 
subject.  The  Constitution  declares  the  same 
thine.  An  act  of  Congress  to  the  same  effect 
would  be  roerdly  superfluous.  When,  there- 
ibre,  this  amendment  authorizes  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  to  enforce  this  article,  it  must  be 
construed,  it  seems  to  me,  to  authorize  tbe 
passage  of  a  law  which  shall  secure  the  end 
intended  by  this  amendment.  That  is,  if  the 
State  does  not,  by  its  legislation,  put  all  citi- 
zens npon  a  common  footing,  Congress  may 
do  so.  To  say  that  a  State  shall  not  abridge 
the  right  of  a  citizen,  is  merely  to  repeat  the 
Constitution  in  this  respect;  and  Congress, 
under  the  grant  of  power  in  this  amendment, 
most  be  considered  as  authorized  to  enforce, 
by  affirmative  legislation,  the  object  intended 
1K>  b4  secured  by  this  amendment. 

There  is  no  pfovision  of  the  Constitution, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  except  in  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  which  prevents  a  State  from  pass- 
ing a  law  that  no  colored  citizen  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  practice  law,  or  be  allowed  to  preach 
tbe  Gospel,  or  to  teach  in  the  schools,  or  to 
embark  in  any  other  honorable  vocation  or 
pursuit  of  lif^.  Up  to  the  adoption  of  that 
amendment  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  States, 
subject  only  to  their  own  constitutions,  to  say 
what  persons  shottld  participate  in  the  various 
purnmts  of  life.  It  is  in  the  power  nf  a  State, 
apart  from  the  fourteenth  amendment,  to  pass 
a  law  that  no  colored  person  shall  be  admitted 
to  any  of  the  learned  professions,  and  thus 


practically  degrade  him  to  a  conditkni  as  ser- 
vile as  that  of  a  slave,  llie  fourtt'cnth  aiB<n4- 
ment  provides  that  no  Stato  Rhall  make  e? 
enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  priri. 
leges  and  immunities  of  any  citizen.  It  has 
been  asked  in  our  recent  debates  what  thos« 
words  mean^  The  best  definition  i  know  is 
that  given  hj  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  case  of  Cummings  ot.  The 
State  of  Missouri,  (4  Wallace,  821. )  Tbe  eoait 
say: 

*'  In  France,  deprivation  or  saspeatlon  of  eirS 
rights,  or  of  some  of  th'em.  and  among  theae  of  the 
right  of  voting,  of  oligibihty  Co  office,  of  taking  psrt 
in  familycounoils,  of  ooin|^  guardian  or  tm»t*e.  of 
bearing  arms,  and  of  teaching  or  being  emplored  is 
a  school  or  seminary  of  ioaraiag,  ara  pwawbiacna 
prescribed  by  her  code. 

**.The  theory  upon  which  onr  political  institntioBf 
rest  is,  that  all  men  have  eertaitt  inalienable  ri^ts: 
thai  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pnmH 
of  happiness;  and  that  in  the  pursait  of  happia^s 
all  avooations,  all  honors,  all  positions,  are  alike 
•pen  to  every  one,  aad  that  in  the  proteetion  of  then 
rights  all  areeqaal  before  the  law.  Any  de^ri^adoa 
or  suspension  of  any  of  dieeo  rights  for  jNut  coodaet 
is  punishment,  and  can  be  in  no  otherwise  defiaed.** 

The  court  in  the  Garland  case,  reported  in 
the  same  volume,  declared  principles  entireiy 
Consistent  with  and  in  affirmance  of  this  doe- 
trine.  So  that  it  may  safely  be  affirmed  that 
the  privilege  of  practicing  htw,  if  a  man  caa 
meet  the  test  ana  pass  tlie  necessary  examina- 
tion in  the  courts }  the  right  of  preaching  the 
gospel,  if  employed  and  settled  aiccordinic  to 
the  usages  of  any  particular  church :  the  right 
of  giving  instruction  in  the  public  aehools — all 
these  are  privileges  of  an  American  citis«'n, 
and  why  can  they  not  be  taken  away  from  him 
in  a  particular  State?  They  might  be  aader 
the  old  Constitution,  but  not  under  tbe  four- 
teenth amendment,  because  this  ameodmeni 
goes  into  every  State  and  declares  '^  You  shall 
neither  make  hereafter,  nor  enforce  if  joo  have 
it  at  present,  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the 
privil^es  and  immunities  of  a  cilixen  of  the 
UnitedStates." 

That  great  amendment  opened  the  bar  to 
colored  men.  It  is  that  which  offeni  all  the 
pursuits  and  avocations  of  life  to  the  colored 
man  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union.  Strike 
down  that  amendment,  or,  what  would  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing,  construe  it  in  auca  a 
niggardly  spirit  as  to  make  it  mean  no  more 
than  the  old  Constitution  meant,  and  yoa 
strike  down  the  rights  of  the  colored  people 
all  over  this  country ;  and  I  undertake  to  say 
there  is  not  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  apart  from  the  fourteenth 
amendment  which  would  prevent  a  State  from 
excluding  negroes  from  the  practice  of  the  law 
to-morrow.  This  is  only  oue  illustralion ; 
hundreds  might  be  given. 

Mr.  BLAia.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  tbe  case 
whioh  he  quotes  from  Misaouri,  the  Cum- 
miags  case,  was  decided  before  tbe  fourteeoth 
amendment  was  paesed,  upon  the  proviaxoos 
of  the  CoBStitation  at  they  existed  anterior 
to  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    Certainly  it  waa;  bet 
** privileges  and  immunities  *'  were  thee  what 
they  are  now^     Privileges  and  innranitiee  ace 
protected  di^rently  now  from  what  tl>ey  were 
then ;   but  tbe  court  was  Bpeaking  of  what 
were  the    privileges  and  immotiitiea  of  aa 
American  citizen  which  coald  not  be  taken 
from  him  as  pnnisbment.     Now  theee  sane 
privileges  and  immtniities  are  proiecred  in  a 
different  way,  but  they  are  the*  same.    The 
same  things  which  wwe  then  at  the  mercy  of 
the   States  in  a  certain  particular,  are  bow 
seeered  and  guarantied  by   ^e   fourt^etith 
amendment.     The  point  upon  which  the Cnn- 
miags  ease  was  decided  was  that  tbe  oooaii- 
tetton  of  a  State  which  punished  a  man  dif- 
ferently from  what  the  law  provided  for  hit 
punishment  when  he  oommitted  the  offense, 
wa«  an  ex  poet  facto  law,  and  void  under  the 
Constitution ;  but  the  definition  given  by  the 
oourt  in  this  case  of ' 'privileges  and  iianuini- 
ti^**  is  as  appNcahle  now  as  it  was  ibc^y  and 
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is  not  ebfttiged  or  affected  by  tbe  obange  of  the 
Constitntiou. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  spoken  mnch  longer 
than  {intended.  I  desire  once  more  to  appeal 
to  all  Senators  and  to  all  in  authority,  in  con- 
struing these  amendments,  to  bear  in  mind 
'what  tremendoits  conseqaences  are  to  follow 
from  error  on  either  side.  They  who  exerciee 
the  powers  of  sovereignty,  either  legislative, 
judiciiil,  or  executive,  always  have  both  a  diffi- 
cult and  a  delicate  task  to  perform.  It  is  a 
narrow  path,  and  death  and  destmclion  lie  on 
either  aide; 

We  may  not  turn  to  the  right  hand ;  we  may 
not  tarn  to  the  ]e(i.    Wo  must  follow  the  line. 
On  one  side  that  latitodinarian  constraction 
which  would  wind  up  the  State  governments 
and  pot  them  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver 
appointed  by  the  Federal  courts,  deprive  them 
or  all  power  over  their  domestic  affairs,  and 
Bubetantially  wipe  them  out  of  esisteace,  is  so 
at  war  with  the  first  principles  of  our  Oovern- 
ment,  woald  be  so  destructive  in  its  conse* 
quences,  that  it  is  not  to  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment.     On  the  other  hand,  the  narrow  and 
niggardly  construction  which  would  make  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and   fifteenth  amend- 
ments mean  nothing  would  result  in  disaster 
equally  to  be  deplored.     Between  these  two 
extremes  we  are  to  enforce  this  Constitution 
in  each  ctise  and  apply  its  provisions  honestly 
to  each  bill  coming  before  us;  and  so  the 
judees,  in  each  case  brought  to  their  bar,  must 
apply  these  amendments  so  as  to  uphold  and 
eiitorce  the  intention  and  design  of  these  great 
amendments. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
rise  to  speak  now  on  this  bill ;  but  on  some 
convenient  occssion  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to 
hear  me  briefly  in  reply  to  some  of  the  views 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.     I 
rise  now  only  to  ask  him  a  question.     If  I 
understood  htm,  the  nubstitute  which  he  in- 
tended to  propose  for  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  Oom  Massachusetts  leaves  that 
clause  In  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fVom 
Massachusetts  which  relates  to  schools. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.    Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  THURMAN.     I  remember  having  Hs^ 
tened  with  veiy  great  attention  and  very  great 
pleasure  to  an  argument  made  by  the  Senator 
iVora  Wisoodsin  a  year  or  so  ago  in  this  body, 
in  which  he  combated  the  idea  that  the  Q«n- 
eral  Gk)Vemment  had  any  right  to  interfere 
with  the  subject  of  education*     I  may  have 
misunderstood  him,  however,  bat  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  upon  what  principle  he  claims 
the  ri^ht  for  the  Federal  Qovernment  to  inter- 
fere with  the  education  in  the  States. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  question  is  very 
easily  answered,  atid  I  am  astonished  that  the 
Senator  should  have  felt  the  necessity  of  put- 
ting it  What  I  manitained,  or  rather  what  I 
doubted,  for  I  think  it  wair  only  in  the  form 
of  a  question  that  I  put  to  some  other  Senator, 
whether  Conj^ress  had  the  power  to  do  as  it 
was  then  maintained  or  suggested  il  coa4d  do, 
enter  upon  a  general  scheme  of  education  in 
the  States  and  appropriate  money  from  the 
Treasury  to  support  schools — thai  is  what  I 
was  talkinr  about.  While  I  do«bted  tha;! 
power,  and  while  subsequent  refleetion  has 
made  me  doubt  it  still  more,  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  power  of  this  Qoveramefftt  under 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  (which  apphes 
to  commott  schools  and  to  Legislattiree  of 
the  States  and  to  the  courts  of  tl^  States,  and 
to  every  institution  in  the  States  and-  existing 
under  their  authority,  as  much  as  il  does  to 
the  ctthsens  of  the  States, )  to  say  tbatu  oolored 
man  shall  have  his  Hghtia  the  common  seihool ; 
and  in  that  partictilar  and  upon  that  subject 
I  do  hope  this  Republican  party  will  never 
back  one  inch.  The  distinction  seems  to  me 
to  be  broad  and  clear  and  well-ftmaded  between 
those  voluntary  institutions,  whethef*  incor* 
poAted  or  not,  which  we  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere with,  and  those  great  institutions  which 
are  supported  by  hiw  and  matntained  by  geir* 


eml  taxation.  Wehave  adopted  the  principle, 
wise  or  unwise— it  is  too  Tate  to  discuss  that 
now — that  a  black  man  is  a  man ;  that  he  has 
a  soul ;  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a 
citizen ;  that  he  is  a  citizen ;  and  that  bis  chil- 
dren shall  be  ottiKens  after  him;  and  a  funda- 
mental principle  is  that  intelligence  is  the  basis 
upon  which  everything  rests.  Now,  to  say 
that  the  children  of  one  class  of  citizens  shall 
not  have  the  benefit  of  a  common  school  sup- 
ported at  the  public  expense  by  general  taxa- 
tion-^all  not,  in  other  words^  have  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  law  affbrds  to  all  citizens  to 
qualify  themselves  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a 
citizen— is  a  thing  which:  I  never  will  counte- 
nance or  give  the  slightest  support  to. 

Mr.  TflORMAN.  Allow  me  to  interrupt 
my  friend  right  there  by  thie  suggestion :  that 
it  is  not  a  question  at  all  whether  colored  chil- 
dren shall  not  have  the  benefit  of  common 
schools ;  but  it  is  a  question  whether  ail  power 
of  regulation  in  the  States  is  taken  away  from 
the  States,  so  that  while  you  do  give  them  the 
benefit  of  common  schools  you  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  give  it  to  them  in  a  particular  way ; 
whether  all  power  of  reflation  is  taken  away 
from  States,  and  there  is  no  giving  them  the 
benefit  of  public  schools  unless  they  and  white 
children  are  put  together. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  As  this  discQssion  is 
assnming  the  form  of  cross-examination,  I 
want  to  ask  my  friend  a  question. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Answer  mhie  first. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  yon  wiil  answer 
mibe  fhiriy  that  will  answer  yon.  I  want  to 
know  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  whether  under 
this  Constitution  we  cannot  provide  that  no 
State  shall  exolude  a  colored  man  from  the 
enjoyment  of  any  right  in  a  court  of  jnsti^se ; 
for  instance,  to  bring  Suit  there  or  appear  as  a 
witness?  Does  that  take^  away  from  the  States 
the  power  to  regulate  their  Courts?  Not  at 
all ;  but  it  does  say  that  in  the  one  particular 
covered  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  you  shall  dance  conformity.  Your 
power  to  regulate  your  owri  affairs,  your  power 
to  regulate  your  schools,  to  say  how  many  you 
shall  have,  ho#  they  shall  be  supported,  and 
aM  that,  is  a  power  of  your  own ;  we  cannot 
interfere  with  it ;  but  if  you  have  a  school,  and 
Support  it  l^  taxation  on  all  citizens,  then  you 
shall  not  discriminate  between  the  children  of 
different  citizens.  That  does*  not  take  away 
all  power  to  control  them.  If  you  cannot  do 
that,  you  can  enforce  no  provisioo  of  your 
authority.  You  do  not  take  away  their  power 
to  regulste  schools  except  in  the  one  paKieu- 
larin  which  you  are  authorized  by' the  Consti- 
tution to  do  it 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Prtesidenti 
I  listened  with  much  pleasure  to  the  able  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin,  and  (  ooncar  in  most  of 
what  he  has  said ;  but  in  some  essential  fisatiireto 
of  his  ar^^tnnent  I  difflsr  with  him  distinctly 
and  i\itid[amentally.  I  agree  fiiUy  with  the 
position  he  assilmes  thht  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment has  changed  the  privileges  and  immuni^ 
ties  of  citizens  of  one  State  when  they  go  into 
another  State.  1  agree  with  the  Senator  that 
under  the  Constitution  as  it  was  before  the 
fourteenth  amendment,  when  a  citizen  of  one 
Stale  went  into  another  State  he  oouM  only 
daiffl  the  privileges  flnd  iflMBOnities  of  eltfiens 
of  the  United  States  geuerally,  and  not  those 
of  the  citizens  of  the  State  where  he  had  talien 
up  his  domicile,  and  that  he  had  no  right  what- 
ever to  claim  aity  privileges  and  immunities 
other  than  wofeld-  belong  to  him  as  a  citizen 
of  the  State  residing  tempoi^arily  in  another 
State.  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  hearing  this 
identical  question  argued  by  a  very  able  man 
in  the  Supreme  Court  a  few  days  ago,  and  that 
was  Mr.  Campbell)  a  ibfmer  member  of  that 
tribunal.  He  took  precisely  the  same  view  of 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  of  the  change 
which  it  had  made  in  the  Constitution  as  it 
piidviouf^  stood,  as  the  Senator  from.  Wiscon- 
sin. I  listened  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Camp- 
bell with  great  interest.    As  far  as  I  bad  intel- 


lect and  legal  learning  to  understand  it,  I 
agreed  to  it  oefore  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing the  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Wisconsin. 

Now,  let  us  see  what  that  change  is.  I  agree 
with  the  position  distinctly  laid  down  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  that  previous  to  the 
fourteenth  amendment  if  a  colored  man,  to 
use  the  fashionable  phrase,  came  from  Massa- 
chusetts or  any  other  State  into  the  State  of 
Kentucky  be  would  there  be  confronted  by 
a  law  which  prohibited  him  from  the  practice 
of  law,  and  that  such  a  law  would  have  been 
valid  before  the  fourteenth  amendment. 

Now  let  us  inquire  what  has  been  the  oper- 
ation and  what  is  the  provision  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment  in  such  cases.  It  is  very 
plain  to  my  mind ; 

"All  pQnons  bom  or  liataralitttd  In  the  United 
Stfttn,  and  luUeot  to'the  jurisdiota^n  tbertof.  are 
dtiioos  of  the  U  aife^d  States  and  of  the  State  wb«reMi 
they  reside. 

**  No  State  shall  mske  or  enlbroe  any  law  which 
shall  abridge  the  privileges  «r  immuaities  of  eiti-> 
sens  of  the  United  Statei.^" 

The  fourteenth  amendment  guaranties  to 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  may 
change  his  remdence  from  one  State  to  an* 
other  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which 
a  citizen  of  the  State  to  which  he  removes 
may  enjoy.  The  question  is,  what  is  the  re- 
striction upon  the  legislation  of  the  State  into 
which  he  removes  ?  The  prohibition  is  in  very 
plain  language.  The  thirteenth,  fourteenth, 
and  fifteenth  amendments  of  the  Constitation 
each  has  as  an  adjunct  these  words: 

**  Congress  «ball  have  power  to  enforco  this  article 
hj  appropriate  legislation." 

These  provisions  do  nfot  confer  one  particle 
of  additional  power,  for  the  original  text  of 
the  Constitution  had  provided  that — 

*'Con(rres8  shall  have  power  to  make  all  latrs 
which  BEiall  be  neoesMury  and  proper  fbr  onrryinir 
into  execution  the  fbroffoins  powers,  aad  all  other 
powers  yesjted  by  this  Constitution  m  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  In  any  department  or 
officer  thereof." 

These  words  are  the  equivalent  of  those 
which  I  have  quoted  as  being  appended  to 
the  three  last  amendments;  and  without  any 
specification  they  would  apply  to  them,  and  to 
any  number  of  amendments  that  may  here- 
after be  made;  and  therefore  this  common 
addition  to  the  recent  amendments  was  wholly 
superfitious;  they  do  not  confer  or  impart  one 
particle  more  of  power  than  is  given  by  the 
general  provision  which  I  have  quoted. 

The  mends  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  claim  author- 
ity for  it  under  the  language  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  as  before  quoted : 

**AU  persons  born  or  naturalized  in  the  United 
States,  andf  suUect  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  arc 
tltlsens  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  where- 
in they  reside. 

No  State  shall  make  or  enforce  anj  law  which 
shall  abrldee  the  privileges  or  immunities  of  citi- 
amt  of  thel^itsd  SUtei. " 

The  United  States  have  not  a  particle  of 
Original  power,  btit  every  power  which  they 
possess  is  conferred  and  delegated  to  them  by 
6ie  Constittition.  The  sovert-ign  people  of  the 
several  States  made  that  Constitution,  and 
that  Constitution  made  the  United  S'ates  of 
such  of  the  several  States  as  ratified  it.  The 
United  States  have  no  powers  whatever  that 
are  not  Kiven  to  them  by  the  Constitution  in 
express  language,  or  by  necessary  implication 
iVom  its  langusrge;  all  other  powers,  by  the 
several  leading  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  by  its  ezpree«  Timguage,  belongto  attd  aro 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people. 

'  The  language  which  I  have  quoted  from  the 
fourteenth  amendment,  neither  eipressly  nor 
by  any  implication  confers  upon  Congress  or 
open  the  United  States  one  particle  of  power ; 
the  worda,  and  theit*  only  efff*ct,  simply  pro- 
hibit the  States  **to  make  or  enforce  any  law 
which  shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  There 
is  uot  a  word  there  to  invest  Congress,  ex- 
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analogies  and  principles  of  the  OonstHntion 
ap|>Kcab)e  to  it,  as  presented  by  the  clear  and 
ioffical  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Senator  from^  Maine  [Mr.  Morrill] 
followed  in  another^  argament,  in  which  he 
assailed  the  general  unconstitntionality  of  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  unanswerable  reasons,  by  argu- 
ments that  have  not  been  and  cannot  be  refuted. 
My  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  I'hub- 
man]  made  opposition  to  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  shortly  after  it 
was  propounded,  upon  the  eround  of  its  nncon- 
stitntionalfty.  I  was  eratined,  and  I  tender  my 
thanks  to  that  honorable  Senator  for  opposing 
the  proposition  upon  that  ground.  I  trust  that 
the  true  iViends  qf  the  Constitution  will  never 
sit  silent  in  this  Chamber  and  permit  any  propo- 
sition whatever  that  infringes  the  Constitution 
to  be  passed  without  a  protest,  without  the 
resistance  of  their  voice  and  their  votes. 

Sir,  [  know  how  stale  tlie  Constitution  has 
becomcj  how  low  it  has  sunk  in  the  contempt 
of  certain  Radical  Senators.  Why  do  they  not 
bum  it  by  the  public  hangman  ?  Why  do  they 
not,  as  they  would  in  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  France  or  in  some  legislative  bodies  in 
the  South  American  republics,  introduce  what 
is  here  called  a  concurrent  resolution  and 
repudiate  the  Constitution  wholly  ?  That  would 
not  suit  the  policy  of  Senators.  Tbev  know 
that  if  the  Constitution  should  be  in  lurm  as 
well  as  in  praetieeand  f«ct  repudiated  by  them, 
it  would  bring  up  the  American  people  against 
them,  and  therefore  they  choose  to  keep  the 
Constitution  as  a  mask,  as  a  covert,  under 
which,  and  for  which,  pro  forma,  they  profess 
to  be  doing  battle  and  service.  At  the  very 
time  that  they  are  tramplinc  under  foot  its 
niost  important  proviaiotis  ana  its  most  saered 
principfes,  they  are  ejaculating  words  of  feahy 
and  support  to  the  Coiistitniion. 

The  (institution  does  aot  stand  in  the  way 
of  any  of  iheir  purposes  or  any  of  their  meas- 
ures. Whenever  U  is  in  front  of  one  of  their 
revolutionary  movemenis  they  do  not  hesitate 
to  ride  it  down.  They  have  been  at  that  work 
for  seven  or  eight  years,  and  they  will  conttnae 
in  that  course  of  revolution  and  vielonoe  on 
the  Constitution  as  Umg  as  they  eonttnoe  in 
power.  There  is  but  oneway  to  arrest  their 
violations  of  the  Constitution  and  their  pro- 
gressive revolution,  and  that  is  for  the  people 
to  hnrl  them  from  power.  If  the  people  are 
not  ready  to  undertake  that  work,  the  Con- 
stitution will  ere  lone  be  dead  in  form  as  it  is 
DOW  in  substance  and  in  operation. 

Sir,  the  idea  of  a  written  constitotion  Is  a 
great  American  idea.  It  is  the  grandest  idea 
of  all  statesmanship,  aactf  nt  or  modem.  Bat 
for  a  eonsUtutioa  to.  be  of  any  value  it  must 
be  observed.  The  history  of  our  Constitution, 
its  orietn  in  the  midst  of  the  imbecility  of 
the  old  Articles  of  Confederation,  under  the 
counsels  of  the  wisest  and  purest  statesoMn 
that  ever  lived  upon  earth ;  its  great,  just,  wise 
distribution  of  power  between  the  States  and 
the  General  Government,  and  its  wholesome 
and  necessary  restrictions  upon  the  power  of 
both  the  Uuted  States  aad  the  States  for  the 
security  of  the  liberty  of  the  mtisen  ;  its  happy 
inauguration,  the  prosperity  and  glory  and- 
power  of  the  nation  under  its  auspiees  for 
some  seventy  years,  will  be  written  la  words 
of  the  most  loffcy  panegyric  and  of  the  most 
glowing  eloquence.  But,  sir,  it  was  an  instru 
meat  of  government  not  made  for  the  storms 
of  war,  not  made  to  buffet  amid  the  throes 
of  a  bloody  revolution,  it  was  made  for  the 
councils  of  peace  and  of  patriotism,  in  the 
repression  of  all  ambition  and  seliishness,  and 
when  civil  war  came  we  saw  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  iiepresentatives,  its  sworn  delead- 
era  and  supporters,  were  the  iiist  and  the 
most  ruthless  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  it 
and  to  bring  it  to  its  ruin. 

I  repeat,  that  a  written,  inviolable  ooDStita- 


tion  is  one  grand  American  idea  which  the 
people  who  love  liberty  onght  never  tosnrren- 
der-^a  written  constitution,  the  law  of  the 
Government,  the  instrument  that  creates  it, 
that  ^ves  it  every  power  that  it  possesses, 
that  imposes  great  and  salutary  restrictions 
npon  its  power,  and  that  withholds  f^m  it 
and  gives  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people,  all  powers  not  delegated  by  its  words. 
But  there  is  another  grand  American  idea, 
and  that  is,  that  no  Government  has  any  legiti- 
mats  sanction  unless  it  be  created  by  or  with 
the  consent  of  the  governed.  Is  there  a  man 
in  the  Senate  who  will  object  to  that  proposi- 
tion in  the  abstract?  Oh,  no.  They  will  do 
it  lip-service;  they  will  coiisent  to  its  truth  as 
a  principle  of  statesmanship ;  and  yet  they 
will  violate  it  every  day  in  the  year. 

Sir,  what  has  been  the  sin  and  the  offifinse 
of  the  secessionists  and  of  the  southern  States  ? 
Benjamin  B\  Wade  announced  in  a  speech 
which  he  made  in  the  Senate  of  the  united 
States  that  the  southern  States  had  a  right  to 
secede,  and  be  said,  '*If  they  want  to  secede 
and  go  to  themselves,  and  think  they  can  do 
better,  I,  for  one,  give  my  consent.*'  Mr.  Lin- 
coln proclaimed  in  the  other  House  that  they 
had  the  rirht  of  revolution,  that  all  peoples  who 
were  tired  of  their  Government  bad  tne  right 
of  revolution.  That  is  an  inalienable  and  in- 
des^uctible  principle,  and  wilt  be  asserted 
through  all  the  course  of  time  whenever  a  suf 
ficient  case  of  exigency  comes  up  to  warratit 
its  exercise.  Sir,  if  all  Governments  have 
their  authority,  and  their  only  anthoritjr,  from 
the  consent  of  the  governed,  this  principle 
applies  not  only  in  the  origin  and  the  making 
of  the  Government,  but  also  in  its  continu- 
ance, the  right  to  alter  it,  to  put  it  aside  and 
make  another  at  their  pleasure.  The  power 
of  the  people  to  make  their  own  Government 
would  be  an  absurdity  and  a  logical  solecism 
unless  it  applied  in  the  continuance  aud  the 
change  of  the  Government  as  well  as  in  its 
mak'mg. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  did  these  southern 
people  do  ?  There  were  oight  millions  of  them 
inhabiting  eleven  States.  They  went  for  seces- 
sion. They  went  for  secession  with  a  greater 
unanimity  than  any  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  desiring  to  change  their  institutions  aud 
Government.  Will  any  man  contend  that  ei^ht 
million  people,  who  become  tired  of  existing 
institutions  and  desire  to  change  their  form 
of  government,  commit  an  atrocious  and  dia- 
bolical crime?  What  sort  of  congruity  would 
there  be  between  that  position  and  the  position 
which  all  Senators  concede,  that  ^litry  people 
have  the  right  to  make  their  own  Government? 
If  the  little  States  of  South  America,  if  Hayti 
and  St.  Domingo  and  other  half-barbaric  peo- 
ples, have  a  right  to  make  their  own  Govern- 
ment, according  to  all  the  rights  of  humanity, 
why  had  not  the  people  of  eleven  States  the 
right  to  make  theirs? 

Mr.  President,  the  statesmen  of  Massachu- 
setts were  the  originators  of  that  heresy,  if 
heresy  it  be.  They  were  its  first  teachers  and 
propagators.  It  originated  with  them  in  the 
very  cradle  of  the  Revolution,  and  they  asserted 
iito  an  extent,  with  a  decision,  end  a  boldness 
that  even  the  position  of  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  woulo  pale  before.  John  Quiney 
Adams,  as  suggested  by  my  honorable  friend 
fh>m  Ohio,  [Mr.  Thurman,]  a  few  dajrs  sgo, 
took  ground  distinctly  in  favor  of  the  right  of 
seoession,  and  he  did  it  in  one  of  the  ablest 
and  best-considered  papers  that  evt^r  came 
from  his  pen,  in  his  address  before  the  His- 
torical Society  of  New  York,  on  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  inauguration  of  General 
Washington  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  will  TitwA  an  extract  from  it.  This,  sir,  [Mr. 
PoMBROTin  the  chair,]  comes  from  your  native 
State.  I  know  you  have  wandered  far  off  from 
the  early  teachings  of  the  great  statesman  of 
Massachusetts,  but  still,  for  your  edification 
and  instruction,  I  will  read  from  him  a  little: 
**  In  the  oalm  houre  of  self-possessioD,  the  right  of 


a  Ststeto  aulltfyin  aotof  Oonrress  is  too  abaurd  fbr 
artnmeBi  and  too  odious  for  discussion." 

I  agree  to  that. 

**Tb«  right  of  %  State  to  secede  from  the  Union 
is  equally  disowned  by  the  principles  of  the  Beds- 
ration  of  Independence.  Nations  acknowledge  no 
iadge  between  them  npon  earth,  and  their  Govern- 
ments, from  necessity,  must  in  their  ioterooune  with 
each  other  decide  when  the  failure  of  one  party  to 
a  contract  to  perform  its  obligations  absolves  the 
other  from  the  reeiproeal  falnllment  of  bis  own. 
Bat  this  last  of  earthly  powers  is  not  neoeesary  to 
the  freedom  or  independence  of  States  connected 
together  by  the  immediate  action  of  the  people  df 
whom  they  consist.  To  the  people  alene  is  there 
reserved,  m  well  the  dissolving  as  the  constituent 
power,  and  that  power  can  be  exercised  by  them 
only  under  the  tie  of  conRoience,  binding  them  to 
the  retributive  jnstiee  of  Heaven," 

Now,  sir,  mark,  that  is  the  only  condition 
which  this  ssge  statesman  imposed  npon  the 
right  of  secession,  that  it  was  to  be  exercised 
by  them  **  only  under  the  tie  of  conscience, 
binding  them  to  the  retributive  justice  of 
Heaven."    He  goes  on  to  say : 

**  With  these  gualifications  we  may  admit  the  same 
right  as  ve«ted  in  the  people  of  every  State  in  the 
Uaioa,  witb  reference  te  tbe  General  Qoverameni, 
which  was  exercised  by  the  people  of  the  united 
colonies  with  reference  to  the  supreme  head  of  tbo 
British  empire,  of  which  they  formed  a  part ;  and 
nndar  these  limitations,  have  the  people  of  each 
State  in  the  Union  a  right  to  secede  from  the  eoa- 
federated  Union  itself.'* 

There  is  the  language  of  that  statesman. 
The  upstart  politicians  and  statesmen  of  this 
degenerate  day  will  dare  deride  the  great 
statesmanship  and  lofty  patriotism  of  John 
Quiney  Adams ;  but  here  are  his  words,  here 
is  his  position,  in  which  I  do  not  agree,  as  my 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio  does  not.  I  will 
illustrate  my  position!  before  ike  union  of 
England  aud  Scotland,  under  the  rei^n  of 
Queen  Anne*  they  coiistiiuted  two  distinct 
and  separate  sovereignties.  During  her  rei^sn 
those  two  sovereignties  consented  to  unite 
and  become  one  aovecvignty.  I  maintain  that 
their  arlioles  of  union  being  perpetual  bind 
them  in  perpetuity,  and  that  neither  has  the 
ri^ht  to  aecc^  from  the  union  formed  by  them 
without  the  coaseut  of  the  other.  Ana  so  of 
the  States  that  formed  the  Union  by  our  Coa- 
siitation  iu  1787.  The  able  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin admitted  that  b^fore  the  present  Con- 
stitution was  formed  each  State  was  a  separate 
.-and  distinct  sovereignty.  The  Articles  of  Con- 
federation so  recite  the  facL  There  are  fiee 
different  articles  that  olaim  fbr  each  State  all 
the  rights  and  powers  of  sovereignty  by  the 
old  Articles  of  Confederation.  But  they  went, 
by  the  eonseut  of  the  people  of  the  several 
StaJles,  into. a  Convention,  audio  that  Conven- 
tion they  agreed  to  merge  their  separate  and 
distinct  sovereignties  for  a  few  general  pur- 
poses into  one.  To  the  extent  that  they  agreecl 
to  become  one  sovereignty  they  are  one  sover- 
eignty, and  none  of  them  had  a  right  to  secede 
from  it.  But  outside  of  the  surrender  of  their 
sovereignty^  as  to  all  the  rights  aud  powers 
appertaining  to  a  sovereign  people  that  were 
not  delegated  by  the  words  of  the  Constitution, 
they  continued  to  be  and  are  to-day  separate, 
distinct,  iudepeudent  spvere'i^nties. 

What  did  Mr.  Adams  say  Uirther?  If  gen- 
tlemen would  deign  to  read  Mr.  Adams,  aud 
would  accept  the  v^ise  course  and  spiritof  what 
he  says  to  his  countrymen  on  this  im|>ortant 
subject,  they  would  all  be  the  better  for  it.  He 
says: 
'*  Thus  stands  the  right"— 

The  right  of  secession-^ 

**kmX  the  indissekible  llakof  anion  between  the 
peo|»la  of  4be  several  States  pt  (his  eoafederaSed 
nation  is,  after  all,  not  in  the  ngbt  bat  in, the  heart. 
If  the  day  should  ever  come,  (may  Heaven  avert  itJ 
wben  tbeaffbetionsof  these  States  shall  be  alienated 
from  eoph  others  whsn  the  fraUraal  spirit  shsH  give 
way  to  cold  indiaerence,  or  collisions  of  interestsnsli 
fester  into  hatred,  the  bands  of  political  aasociatton 
will  notloog  bold  together  parties  no  laager  attracted 
by  the  magnetismof  conciliated  intareeu  and  kindly 
sympathies;  and  far  better  will  it  be  for  the  people 
of  the  disunited  States  to  part  in  fHendsblp  from 
eash  other  tbaa  to  be  held  tofeiher  by  constraint. 
Then  will  be  the  tieie  for  rev^rtlag  te  the  preeedeats 
which  occurred  at  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  to  form  again  a  more  perfect  union  by 
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tion  BodtoiUgreftt  prineiplM.  Tkey  oagkt  to 
set  lo  work  tu  gire  it  ligoi  and  power  >nd 
openlioD.  The;  oaght  to  mtke  the  Pre»dent 
•od  the  Gongresa  of  the  United  States  nad 
everj  officer  observe  and  execute  it. 

And  now,  llr.  President,  since  it  has  been 
ehown  thai  the  States  of  Maasacbnsetta  and 
Vermont  Ecbooled  aud  iadociriaated  the  peo- 
ple of  ihs  BDUihern  States  with  the  heresy  of 
secessioD,  it  ill  becomes  the  Represeotatives 
ill  CoDflrets  from  those  Stales  to  poisne  tbeir 
misgaided  foDowers  trilb  the  fiereenesa  of  the 

Mr.  President,  I  will  cloie  with  a  word  fur- 
ther. I  have  cordially  arid  with  emphasis 
ihatiked  the  promptitude  and  ability  with 
which  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thdbmik] 
comes  to  the  reacne  of  ever^  principle  of  the 
Coiiilitution  that  a  domioaliog  majority  seeke 
to  overtbrow,  I  will  BEand  by  his  side  while 
I  can  stand  on  nty  leet.  I  care  not  who  isay 
ioTade  the  Consiitution,  from  whence  the 
attack  may  come,  whether  from  the  Lefiala- 
turee  oF  SUtes,  or  ibe  Congress,  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  as  far  as  I  hftve 
ability  it  shall  be  given  to  the  defense  of  the 
CoDslilution  and  of  every  principle  which  it 
contains.  Sir,  I  was  bom  iu  a  land  ofliberly. 
I  have  a  constilDlional  guarantee  to  freedom 
of  thought  and  freedom  of  speech.  1  bare 
«xercie|d  Ibese  privileged  rl|[hta  throngh  a 
long  life  ;  and  now  in  the  evening  of  my  days, 
in  tho  very  sunset  of  life,  I  mean  to  go  down  to 
the  grave  in  the  aaaertion  and  in  the  sieraise 
of  t^ese  rlgtita  of  freemen. 

Ur.  WILSON.  liuggeBlthaC  by  common 
consent  we  fix  to  morrow  at  four  o'clock  to 
take  ihe  vote  on  tlus  bill 

The  FKliSimNU  OFFICES,  (Mr.  Pohb- 
KOi  in  llie  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts suggests  that  by  unanimoua  oonaeat 
the  vote  on   this  questioa  be  lakeu  at  four 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  I  suBgeat  to  the  Senator 
from  Massacbuselts  that  at  least  oae  Senator, 
who  has  stated  two  or  Ihiee  times  thathe  would 
object  to  that  arrangement,  is  now  out  of  his 
seat;  and  if  such  an  arrangement  ia  to  be 
made,  it  bad  kietter  be  when  the  Senata  is  full. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
»b«ence  of  the  Senator  referred  to.  I  move 
now  that  die  further  eoDsideratioa  of  the  bill 
be  poalponed  uuUl  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  THUBMA.N.     Why  postpone  U7 

Mr.  CAHPENTEB.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
Ate  ptoceed  to  the  consideratioo  of  ezecuUve 
bnsiness. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  ia  moved 
that  the  Senate  do  now  j>roce«d  to  the  covsid- 

The  motion  waa  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  move  ibatllM  Senate 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THUttMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  would 
be  very  gkd  if  the  Senate  would  sit  this  bill 
out  to-nigbt;  but  it  seems  there  ia  no  hope  of 
doing  that  nt  all,  as  the  Senator  having  the  bill 
in  charge  himself  moves  to  adjourn.  I  now 
move  that  we  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
eiecQiive  business,. 

Mr.  HILL.    IhopenoL 

Mr.  THURMAN.  This  uiotion  will  leave 
Ibe  hill  M  unfinished  basinesa. 

The  VICE  PRKSIDENT.  The  qoeatioo  Is 
on  (be  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  which 
is  nut  debatable. 

Tbe  nioiion  was  ngrecd  to  j  and  the  Senate 

Eroceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
usiness.  After  one  hour  and  Gfleen  rain- 
ales  spent  in  e:iecutive  session  the  doora  were 
reopened. 

ADJOURNUENT  TO  UONDAV. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  1  move  that  when  the 
Senate  adjouma  tO'day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  nexL 

Mr.  TBUHBULL  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  wore  ordered  and  taken. 


The  call  of  Ihe  roll  haying  eonelsded, 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  b^  to  aak  the  Chair 
whether  a  quomm  haa  vot^? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pokb- 
ftOf  in  tho  chair.)  The  Chair  ia  informed 
that  there  is  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  ImoTetbattbeSe^eaol- 
at-Arma  be  directed  to  request  the  attendance 
of  abeent  members. 

l-he  PRBSIDINO  OFFICER.  The  result 
mnst  be  annouiieed  officially  before  that  motion 
can  be  entertained. 

The  reanlt  was  aonouuoed — yeas  U,  n^a 
11  ;aa  follows! 


Th«  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     Thera  ia 


motion  I  wish  to  stats- 
Mr.  SAUI^BUay.     Mr.  Pr««ideoi 

Mr.BDMUNDS.    I  believe  I  have  lb*  floor, 

and  I  decline  to  yield. 
Mr.  SAULSBUBYroae. 
Mr.   EDMUNDS.     I  bsf  pudoa  of  my 

friend  from  Delaware  if  he  naea  to  vote. 
Ur.  THURMAN.  Mo ;  be  did  Tot«. 
Mr.  SAULSBURY.    I  annoaneed  ny  vote, 

bat  i  did  not  hear  my  oune  called. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  Seu- 

tor  from  Delaware  is  not  recorded  sa  voting. 
Mr.  THUBHAN.     He  did  vote. 
Mr.  CONELING.     Which  way  did  bevote? 
Mr.  THUBMAN.     He  voted  "  nay." 
Mr.  SAULSBURY.     I  did  vote  "nay." 
The  PRESIDING  OFFIGEEl.    The  Sena- 

tor'a  Tota  will  be  recorded,  making  the  resull, 

yeas  24,  nays  12,  lacking  one  of  a  qaoruat. 


Mr.  EDMUNDa  In 


jndsace  of  sbaent 


siding  Officer,  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  who  is  not  now  inhia  seat,  and 
who  si  la,  I  believe,  farthest  from  me,  [Ur. 
ViCKCRB.]  on  the  call  of  the  roll  deoliaed  lo 
tuiawer  his  name  as  it  was  called  and  left  tiie 
Chamber  after  atleation  bad  been  called  to  it, 
thua  breaking  up  a  quorum  of  the  Senate, 
How  far  he  can  justify  that  species  of  conduct 
to  hia  conatitnenw.  of  cAirse  it  ia  not  for  me 
to  aay.  It  was  a  ri^ht,  no  doubt,  that  the  law 
^ve  to  him,  after  interposbg  a  petaonal  ob- 
jaotionto  tbecAnaidersrtianofthiaqiMationaud 
aAarhia  namehadbeen  called  and  not  anawet- 
ing  it,  to  leave  the  Chamber  before  bis  nane 
oonid  be  called  again.  What  the  motive  was, 
I  of  coarse  have  no  right  to  m,  1  only  alaCe 
the  fact  in  order  that  thepahfic  record  ah^I 
shew  the  manner  in  which  aoae  Senators 
Uiink  it  Gt'to  oondnctthe  bnsinaM  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  (having  oaterttd  the 
Chamber. )     I  wish  to  vote. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  sobmit  can  the  Sen- 
ator'a  vote  be  recorded  now  after  what  baa 
occarred. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No  petMin 
can  vole  now  on  the  motion  to  adjonra  over. 

Ur.  BOBBBTSON.  Can  the  roll  be  called 
again  T 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  New  Hampebite-  oannot  vote  on  thia 
motion.  Tho  reanlt  haa  been  annoaneed  by 
the  Chair. 


Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  insist  on  my  motion  that 
the  Sec^eant-Bt-Armebedicecledlo  request  the 

attendance  of  absent  members. 

Mr.  HILL.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  chat 
motion,  1  ask  that  ihe  roll  be  called  thai  ne 
may  see  whether  we  have  not  a  quorum  now 
present     That  will  dispense  with  that  motion. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,   I  object  lo  that  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Itisin  order 
to  call  the  roll  at  any  time  to  see  if  there  is  a 
quor 


that  is  true.  When  the  abaenlees  were  called 
he  was  not  in  hia  aeat.  Now,  wfaethor  it  was 
reprehensible  in  him  not  to  vote,  or  to  leave 
the  Chamber,  I  say  it  waa  no  more  repreben- 
nMe  in  him  to  leave  die  Chamber  when  be 
did  than  it  was  for  the  thirty<aix  Senators  in 
this  body  who  were  absent  to  leave  the  Sen- 
ate when  they  did.  Thai  ia  the  trnifa  about  it. 
They  had  no  boainesa  to  leave  the  Senate  with 
only  thirty-six  or  thirty-seven  inembers,  abare 
qnoram  in  it ;  and  I  do  nctwnnt  them  to  come 
back  here  sfler  having  left  the  Senate  in  tiie 
condition  they  did,  to  censure,  expressly  or 
impliedly,  otbera  who  left  the  Senate  with  just 
as  much  ground  and  just  as  much  excuae  as 
they. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Who  are  the  others? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Who  are  they  t  Look 
at  the  list  and  see ;  it  has  been  called  over  ; 
it  appears  there  vrere  oa^  thiity-sir  Senators 
voting  on  the  motion. 

Ur.  EDMUNDS.  But  it  appeare  that  one 
Senatoi  left  after  bia  Mime  hadoeen  called. 

Mr.  THORUAN.  That  ia  very  true;  but 
I  say  he  ia  no  more  to  blame  than  the  thirly- 
aix  who  led  before  there  was  any  call  at  all. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Possibly. 

llie  PRBSIDINO  OFFICER.  It  ia  in 
order  to  call  the  roll  now  lo  aee  if  a  quorum 
be  preseot.  The  Clerk  will  call  the  roll,  as 
one  Senator  baa  requested  it. 

The  roll  waa  called,  and  tbirty-aiz  Senatora 
answered  to  their  namea. 

Mr.  CRAOIN.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  Senate  do  now  adjourn  I 

The  PRESIDING  OFSIOER.  The  result 
of  the  Ball  will  first  be  announced. 

The  CBiar  Clshk.  Upon  a  oall  of  the 
Senate,   thirty-six   Senators  respond   to  their 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  believe  my  mo^on  was 
that  the  Secgeant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  re- 
quest the  Btleadance  of  abneiH  Senators. 

ThePBESlDIHQ  OFFICER.  That  ia  the 
motion  pending,  thtt  theSergeaot-al-Arma  be 
dire cted to  request tbe  attendanee  of  ahaealeea. 

Mr.  I.BWia  entered  the  Seliate  Chamber. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  name 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Ur.  Lawis]  will 
be. entered,  oa  this  ia  merely  a  mode  of  ascer- 
taining whether  there  ia  a  qaonun  present. 

Ur.  Lkwis  answered  to  bis  name  as  presenL 

Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  ia  now 
•aceruined  that  a  qnoram  is  preaeut, 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Now  1  move  that  when 
the  Senate  adjouma  to-ds;  it  adjourn  to  meet 
OB  Monday  next. 
.  Ur.  ROBERTSON.    I  object  to  tUt. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  A  quaram 
being  preaent,  the  Senator  from  Vecmont  movea 
that  wMn  the  Senate  Bi]janrni  to  day  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Ur.  ROBERTSON.  Can  that  motion  be 
considered  on  the  wune  day  il  is  made  when 
an  objection  is  made? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFCEB.  A  motion  to 
adjourn  over  has  always  been  considered  aa  in 
order  whenever  a  Senator  gets  the  floor  to  make 
it.  That  is  the  motion  r^akrly  before  the 
Senate,  having  been  peadiog  lor  aoiB<-  "" 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    1  object  to  it 


~The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  Chair 
decides  it  in  order  to  put  ihe  qnesUoo.    The 
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ing  aet,  which  has  b«en  rei^urod  to,  and  whtofa 

I  agmiD  refer  to : 

**That  all  MtMi*aMt  vnder  thii  Mt,  when  dm^- 

jDat«d  for  thai  ourpose  by  the  S«oretary  of  the 

TTreiuary,  shall  oe  depositories  of  public  money, 

except  receipts  from  eastoms,  under  sach  reffula- 

tioDS  as  may  be  preseribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

T»«asary"— 

Now  comes  that  portion  of  the  section  to 

which  I  wish  particularly  to  call  the  attention 

of  the  House — 

**  and  they  May  also  be  employad  as  flnaneial  agents 
of  the  Government." 

The  argnmeot  here  has  proceeded  on  the 
hypothesis  that  these  national  banks  were  to 
be  used  only  -as  depositories  of  public  money* 
But  the  statute  ^oes  further  and  provides  that 
*<  they  shall  perlorm,''  not  that  they  may  per- 
form, but'— 

**  They  shall  perform  all  sneh  reatoaable  duties  as 
depositories  of  public  money  and  financial  agents 
of  the  Gk>vernmont  as  may  be  required  of  them ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  require  of  the 
«asoeiation8  thus  deaicnated  satisfactory  security, 
by  the  deposit  of  United  States  bonds  and  otherwise, 
for  the  safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment  of  the 
poblie  money  deposited  with  them,  and  fbr  the 
•faithful  performaaee  of  their  dutiee  as  ftnaneial 
agents  of  the  Government." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  state- 
ment has  repeatedly  told  us  that  the  national 
banks  were  the  financial  agents,  and  the  onhr 
financial  agents,  excepting  bis  subordinate  om- 
cial:},  that  he  did  so  employ.  He  says,  **  It 
was  also  uffreed  that  the  subscriptions  should 
all  be  mttoe  through  national  banks.''  I  shall 
not  follow  what  has  been  said  about  the  so- 
called  syndicate,  wnich  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  now  before  us,  one  way  or  the 
other,  unless,  possibly,  as  a  mere  catch-word 
to  amuse  the  House  and  to  adorn  the  speeches 
of  gentlemen.  All  the  agents  that  have  been 
employed,  in  addition  to  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  are  the  national  banks.  Then  upon 
what  t^rms  has  the  Secretary  of  the  Trefts- 
ury  employed  then)  ?  He  tells  us  they  may  be 
made,  the  law  says,  **  depositories  of  public 
Diooey  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.*' 
**  Prescribed  "  is  the  wora,  from  **j>nMm6o," 
to  write  out  beforehand.  NoWj  what  were 
those  regulations  that  he  *' prescribed?"  Let 
ne  read : 

"By  a  pnoted  circular  issued  on  the  lOtb  of 
August,  1871,  it  was  announced  that  national 
banks"— 

Any  national  bank,  all  national  banks-^ 

"making  or  obtaining  submviptions,  payable  In 
oein,  would  be  designated  by  tke  Seeretacgr  of  the 
Treasury  as*depositories  of  public  money,  on  the 
usual  condition  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  bonds  of  the  United 
titatee  for  the  aeearity  of  such  depontas  aad  that  at 
the  eommenoement  of  each  month  notice  would  be 
given  of  the  redemption  of  an  amount  of  bonds 
equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions  in  cofn  for 
the  preeedittg  mentb,  interest  to  cease  in  ainety 
di^s  from  the  date  of  such  notice. 

It  was  also  stated  in  the  circular  that  as  the 
bonds  called  should  mature  the  deposits  would 
be  drawn  from  the  several  banks  proportionately." 

Those  were  the  '^regulations,"  the  terms, 
the  conditions  **preecribed"  bj  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  natioaal  banks,  and  we 
inducement  that  was  held  out  aad  the  anthority 
that  Was  given  them  to  ezereise  the  office  of 
financial  agents  in  negotiating  the  loan.  I 
confess,  sir,  that  1  fisil  to  see  (though  1  have 
Ustened  to  the  criticisms  of  my  associates  on 
tbw  committee  in  the  committee-room  and  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  I  fail  to  see)  that  in 
anything  that  has  been  done  by  the  Secre- 
tary there  has  been  the  slightest  deviation  or 
departure  from  the  law. 

The  banks  were  thns  made  financial  agents. 
Whenever  they  either  made  a  subscnptipn 
themselves,  or  procured  a  subscription  from 
anybody  else,  they  were  to  certify  the  amount 
of  it  to  the  Treasury;  they  were  to  deposit  an 
eqiial  amount  of  securities,  and  thereby  they 
became  at  once  public  depositories  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  subscriptions,  and  financial  agents 
under  the  law.  Any  bank  might  da  this.  The 
chance  was  held  out  to  the  whole  seventeen  or 
eighteen  hundred  banks  in  the  eountry  to  do  it 
i£  they  would. 
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Whafcwae  the  reenlt?  Among  the  various 
banks  in  this  eonntry  there  were  some  B(iy 
millions  thus  subeeribed  in  addition  to  the 
sixty-five  millions  subscribed  prior  to  the  let 
of  August,  and  the  residue  was  subscribed  by 
the  body  of  men  of  whom  Jay  Cooke  ft  Co., 
the  bankers,  were  the  representatives.  Notice 
was  given  that  the  old  bonds  from  time  to  time 
would  be  redeemed;  and  as  they  have  been 
presetUed  they  hava  been  redeemed.  Interest 
was  stopped  in  accordance  with  law. 

Now,  as  to  the  outstanding  bonds  that  had 
matured,  we  might  have  provided,  I  admit,  if 
we  had  so  chosen,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shoukl  stop  the  interest  at  any  mo- 
ment wtten  he  saw  fit  to  do  it.  He  might  have 
been  atithortaedtto  pablish  his  notice^  **  I  wtll 
pay  these  bonds  to-day,  and  after  to-day  inter- 
est upon  ^em  shi^l  cease.''  We  might  have 
made  such  a  provMion  with  reference  to  any 
portion  tMr  all  of  the  bonds  that  had  been  issued 
more  than  Brb  years,  because  we  had  reserved 
that  privilege  in  the  original  statute  under 
which  they  were  issued.  But  would  that  have 
been  good  faith  to  the  holders?  Congress, 
when  it  passed  the  law  of  July  14,  1S70, 
thought  not.  It  was  thought  that  three  months' 
time,  in  which  to  turn  the  bonds  in,  was  as 
liule  as  good  fiiith  to  the  holders  would  allow 
tis  to  give. 

It  so  happened  that  the  first  loan,  the  loan 
of  1862,  was  taken  largely  and  mainly  by  the 
people  of  Germany  through  their  bankers; 
and  tke  non- elastic  German  mind  was  some- 
time in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
bonds  of  another  issue  and  a  subsequent  date 
were  quite  as  ^ood  as  those  first  bonds  in 
which  th^  had  invested  and  upon  which  they 
had  drawn  tliair  interest  with  sueh  regularity. 
The  eonsequeooe  was  that  until  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  18T0  theee  bonds  of  1862  ruled 
somewhere  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per 
cent,  higher  in  the  markets  of  the  world  than 
did  the  bonds  of  eubeeqoent  issues.  These 
bonds,  as  I  hav*  said,  were  abroad,  and  th^ 
were  held  with  the  peculiar  regard  which  I 
have  indicaded.  Therefore  Congress  thought, 
and  in  my  opinion  wisely,  that  at  least  three 
months'  notice  should  lie  ^ven  to  these  par- 
ties, BO  that  they  might  bring  ^e  bonds  for 
redemption  berate  interest  on  them  should 
cease. 

What  was  to  be  done  in  the  intermediate 
time ;  the  time  between  the  negotiation  of  the 
new  bonds  and  the  period  when  the  old  boitds 
were  to  be  called  tn  ?  What  should  the  Secre- 
tary do  in  those  three  months  ?  Should  he 
take  the  money  ioc  which  'he  sold  the  new 
bonds  and  put  it  into  the  Treasury,  lock  it  up 
there  and  kept  it  withdrawn  from  the  com- 
merce and  trade  of  the  country,  or  leave  it 
with  thepubUcdeposttories  where  it  would  still 
pass  through  the  channels  of  commeiice  and 
trade  aad  not  disturb  values  or  derange  the 
baeinese  of  the  world  ?  Why,  sir,  we  reeollect 
that  scarcely  two  years  ago  we  were  on  the 
ere  of  a  financial  panic,  because  b^  a  **  corner' ' 
upon  ^eenbacke  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
somewhere  between  ten  and  fifteen  millions 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  current  of  busi- 
ness and  locked  up  in  the  banks.  The  See- 
retary  thought  proper  to  leave  this  money 
during  those  three  months  with  the  national 
depositories^  secured  by  United  States  bonds, 
so  tEat  there  eould  be  no  ultimate  loss  to  the 
Government,  even  if  the  banks  proved  un- 
fiuthfal  to  their  trust  and  failed  to  make  good 
the  deposit.  This,  I  say,  he  had  a  right  to 
do  under  the  law  which  I  have  iust  read,  pro- 
viding that  the  national  banks  should  be  made 
depositories  of  the  public  money  under  such 
Tegnlations  as  theSeoretary  chose  lo prescribe. 

But  gentlemen  say,  ^*  If  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  prescribe  that  money  shall  lay 
in  a  public  depository  for  ninety  dayii,  he  may 
prescribe  that  it  shall  remain  there  nine  years 
or  ninety  years."  Why,  sir,  when  that  case 
arises,  we  will  inquire  whether  he  has  abused 
the  power  intrusted  to  him,  whether  he  has 


been  guilty  of  maladministration  or  not.  Thre 
Iset  that  a  power  may  be  abused  is  no  Argu- 
ment anywhere  at  any  time  n$;ainst  the  exist- 
ence of  the  power  or  against  its  rightful,  just, 
and  fait  exercise. 

But  we  are  told — and  that  after  all  is  the 
great  point  that  has  been  present^,  the  point 
at  which  more  than  anywhere  else  it  is  in- 
tended to  make  headway  against  the  Secre- 
tary-^we  are  told  that  the  bankers  thus  made 
public  depositaries  have  made  a  large  sum  of 
money;  that  it  has  been  a  grand  financial 
operation.  So  far  as  I  am  persoimlly  con- 
cerned, I  should  be  very  glsd  to  believe  that 
they  have.  It  would  gratify  me  to  know  they 
had  been  able  to  place  this  loan  on  the  market 
of  the  world  at  an  advance  of  even  five  per 
cent,  premium.  The  effect  would  be  great  in 
elevating  our  credit,  and  it  would  help  us 
amatinffly  in  placing  the  remainder  of  the 
loan.  But  it  will  be.  I  apprehend,  a  long 
time  before  any  intelligent  roan  will  be  made 
to  believe  anjrthing  of  the  sort. 

This  argument  has  proceeded  on  tlve  assump- 
tion, rather  implied  than  expressed,  that  these 
hankers  have  somehow  been  drawiiigthe  tw<o 
interests,  or,  at  least,  one  of  them.  Such  is 
not  the  fact.  The  bankers  were  the  agents  of 
the  Government  in  negotiating  the  loan  to  such 
parties  as  were  willing  to  take  it.  The- interest 
of  the  new  five  per  cents  went  to  those  who 
snbscribed  fbr  the  new  bonds,  and  the  interest 
of  the  old  six  per  cents  went  to  those  who  held 
the  bonds,  and  presented  them  for  paytnent. 
No  part  of  the  interest  went  into  the  bands  of 
the  bankers  who  acted  as  agents.  The  only 
advantage  they  did  derive,  or  could  derive, 
was  that  the  money  which  was  received  by 
them  for  the  bonds  they  negotiated  was  In 
their  hands  for  a  period  of  ninety  days  in 
its  transmission  from  the  money  capitals  of 
Europe,  where  it  was  principally  received,  to 
the  Treasury  at  Washington. 

We  have  had  figures  presented  here,  an 
array  of  them,  counting  interest  in  large  sums. 
I  need  not  say  they  are  wholly  tu^'u^fied  by 
any  facts  for  a  basis.  This  money,  be  it  un- 
derstood, vras  received  for  the  negotiated 
bonds ;  was  received  in  Europe  where  money 
is  never,  I  mav  say  except  in  exceptional  cases, 
worth  more  than  four  per  cent.,  and  rwrely 
worth  more  than  three  per  cent. ;  so  if  the 
banks  had  the  money  for  use  duiringthe  whole 
three  months,  it  would  not  yield  more  than 
from  three  fourths  to  one  per  cent. 

Then  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  money 
was  to  be  remitted,  transferred,  by  some  pro- 
cess daring  the  ninety  days  to  the  Treasuvy  in 
Washington,  or  to  some  of  tbesub-Treasulries, 
to  meet  the  bonds  then  falling  due. 

In  this  connection  there  has  been  some  oriK- 
cism,  especially  in  the  newspapers^  upon  the 
clerks  of  the  Treasory  Department  who  have 
been  sent  abroad,  and,  as  has  been  intimated, 
have  indulged  in  a  great  deal  of  private  enjoy- 
ment at  the  public  expense.  1  need  not  cota- 
mend  it  as  a  piece  of  praelioal  wisdom  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  he  sent  abroad 
his  trusty  and  confidential  clerkn  to  tramsaet 
this  basiness.  Had  this  been  done  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Government  nolfatnff  short  ef 
hypercriticism  would  have  oomplmed.  But 
the  fact  ia  they  went  abroad  at  the  expense  ef 
these  bankers,  who  are  commented  on  with 
such  severity)  and  were  kept  there  at  their 
expense,  an4  at  their  expense  were  returwed 
to  their  desks.  Whatever  advantage  or  per- 
sonal enjoyment  it  may  be  supposed  these 
clerks  enjoyed  by  reason  of  their  mission^  it 
was  enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  these  envied 
and  much-censured  bankers. 

From  what  I  have  said,  it  will  be  olearly 
seen  that  the  bonds  must  have  been  nego- 
tiated within  one  per  cent  of  their  par  value, 
coin  in  hand,  or  else  the  operation  would  be  a 
losing  one.  This  can  be  demonstrated  beyond 
all  oavM  or  doubt  So  fi^r  as  the  Government 
was  concerned,  the  law  fixed  that.  The  Sec- 
retary could  not  receive  less  than  their  par 
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▼alae  in  coin,  or  an  equal  amount  of  six  per 
oeni  bonds,  par  for  par,  of  the  issue  known  as 
five- twenties. 

Something  has  been  said  about  other  secur- 
ities held  abroad,  securities  of  railroads  and 
securities  of  State  goveroments.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  ask  ^em  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence, to  point  to  any  five  per  cent  loan  on 
the  face  of  the  globe  of  railroad  or  State  gov- 
ernment that  during  the  last  year,  or  during 
Uie  last  two  years,  has  been  sold  anywhere  at 
par  for  coin.  I  speak  not  of  those  negotiations 
that  have  been  made  for  mere  speculation,  nor 
of  bonds  sold  payable  in  railroad  iron  at  an 
advance  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty-three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  its  cash  value.  But 
where  securities  have  been  sold  for  coin  paid 
in  hand  I  defy  gentlemen  to  point  to  a  single 
instance  in  which  a  five  per  cent,  bond  has 
been  sold  as  these  were  sold  for  par  in  coin 
in  any  of  the  markets  of  Europe  or  of  this 
country. 

Now  what  follows?  This :  that  the  (Govern- 
ment is  a  gainer  by  this  operation  at  the  rate 
of  $2,000,000  a  year;  that  the  commerce  of 
the  country  has  not  been  deranged  by  gather- 
ing in  miUions  of  coin  and  holding  it,  waiting 
for  bonds  to  be  presented  for  payment.  The 
business  of  the  country  has  gone  on  without 
disturbance  or  derangement.  The  Govern- 
ment in  making  the  negotiation  has  paid  out 
only  half  of  one  per  cent.,  a  tinaucial  measure 
that  I  venture  to  say  cannot  be  surpassed,  can- 
not be  paralleled,  in  any  of  the  financial  oper- 
ations of  this  Government  siuce  it  was  a  Gov- 
ernment. The  Secretary  may  well  appeal  to 
the  severest  and  most  critical  judgment  of  his 
fellow-men,  for  not  only  the  fidelitv  to  law, 
but  for  the  exceeding  skill  with  which  this 
nei^otiation  has  been  conducted,  and  the  results 
which  have  followed. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  fear  I  am  making  too 
serious  a  matter  oif  this  subject.  1  felt  on 
yesterday,  in  listening  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  who  introouced  the  original  res<^u- 
tios,  that  we  bad  been  led  off  into  a  very  grave 
inquiry  rather  for  his  amusement,  and  to  grat- 
ify his  appetite  for  merriment,  than  for  any 
good  that  was  to  result,  or  that  has  resulted 
to  the  country  or  to  his  own  party.  I  recollect 
a  well-known  character  in  our  southern  liler* 
ature,  Ranoey  Sniffle  by  name,  who  bad  a 
great  faculty  for  going  to  musters,  elections, 
and  other  public  gatberings,  and  getting  up 
a  general  fight,  and  then  standing  off  and 
eiyoying  it.  How  many  times  has  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox,] 
who  seems  to  have  a  good  deal  of  the  same 
sort  of  talent,  worried  the  House  into  a  perfect 
tumult  and  tempest,  and  when  everybody  was 
excited  to  the  highest  pitch,  turned  round  and 
made  fun  of  us  all  to  his  great  amusement  and 
evident  satisfaction?  1  thought  he  rather 
exceeded  himself  yesterday  in  this  particular. 
For  afler  he  had  induced  his  associates  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kbrr]  and  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Brok]  to  work  themselves  up  into  a  high 
state — I  had  almost  paid  of  indignation,  cer- 
tainly into  a  great  army  of  figures,  •figures  of 
rhetoric  and  logic,  as  well  as  of  arithmetic- 
he  comes  forward  and  turns  it  all  into  ridicule, 
and  makes  merry  over  the  whole  business.  He 
discusses  what  he  calls  the  **  scindicate,'*  and 
the  *'  CfiaacuUcue,'*  and  the  ^*  heathen  Chi- 
nee,'' and  the  ^^ohameleon,"  and  i  know  not 
what  other  agreeable  financial  topics,  greatly 
to  his  own  eigoyment,  if  not  to  the  amusement 
of  the  House.  I  was  reminded  of  John  Gil- 
pittf  *'  of  credit  and  renown :" 

"  John  OUpin  had  a  pleatant  wit, 
And  loved  a  timely  joke." 

Although  the  disinclination  to  be  interrupted 
and  questioned  seemed  rather  to  savor  of  a 
wit  prepense,  and  of  jokes  aforethought,  still 
the  wit  was  very  good  and  the  jokes  were  very 
fiinnv. 

1  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  be  led  off  very  &r 
into  grave  disquisition,  into  a  fight  over  a  sub- 
ject like  this  for  the  amusement  of  anybody. 


We  are  called  upon  to  disenss,  not  pnns,  not 
auips,  not  quibbles,  but  a  grave  and  important 
nnancial  operation,  one  that  affects  the  credit 
and  the  well-being  of  our  country,  and  espe- 
cially the  interests  of  the  tax-payers.  We  are 
called  upon  to  examine  a  transactioii  which 
every  man  who  loves  his  country,  and  is  proud 
of  her  good  name,  and  rejoices  in  her  credit, 
will  delight  to  approve  and  see  carried  to  con- 
summation with  such  eminent  and  marked 
success. 

Why,  mr,  we  were  told  again  and  again  that 
our  bonds  provided  for  by  the  act  of  1870 
oould  never  be  negotiated,  that  our  loan  could 
not  be  placed.  We  were  laughed  at,  ridiculed, 
derided ;  just  as  in  the  beginning  of  the  war 
we  nsed  to  be  ridiculed  and  laughed  at  and 
derided  in  the  same  quarter  for  our  efforts  to 
suppress  the  rebellion  and  to  maintain  the 
int^rity  of  our  Government ;  just  as  we  used 
to  be  laughed  at  in  the  beginning  by  reason 
of  our  financial  measures  for  prosecuting  the 
war,  derided  as  unworthy  of  the  nation,  as 
measures  that  would  not  succeed,  as  measures 
thai  would  reflect  only  discredit  and  dishonor 
and  bring  ridicule  upon  the  country.  Yet  we 
tried  thein,  and  they  did  succeed. 

We  preserved  the  inte^ty  of  onr  nation, 
we  appealed  to  our  own  citiawna  and  to  nobody 
else  to  loan  their  money  to  carry  on  the  war. 
We  issued  our  paper  with  the  stamp  of  the 
United  States  and  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  upon  it,  and  put  it  forth  to  the  country 
as  money  and  as  legal  tender  for  the  payment 
of  debts.  The  people  of  the  countnr  took  it 
and  nsed  it,  and  it  stands  to-day  oonuseed  by 
everybody  the  best  currency  that  the  people  of 
America  have  ever  had.  So  in  this  last  attempt 
to  reduce  our  bonded  debt  to  a  lower  rate  of 
interest,  we  have  already  reduced  the  interest 
on  $200)000,000  at  a  less  cost  to  the  people 
and  the  tax-payers  than  such  a  loan  was  ever 
negotiated  at  before.  Let  me  read  a  few  words 
from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasnry  on  this 
point.  But  first  let  me  remark  that  the  See- 
relaiy,  in  presenting  his  official  action  for  our 
consideration,  with  ihe  utmost  frankness,  with 
undisguised  candor,  told  us  that  he  wished 
our  opinion  upon  his  conduct.  If  we  thought 
he  had  transcended  the  authoritgr  given  him 
by  the  law,  he  wished  to  step  then  and  there, 
and  if  we  are  prepared  to  allow  the  funding  to 
go  on  the  laws  should  be  amended  so  as  to 
give  him  such  powers  as  he  thought  that  he 
needed,  and  we  thought  that  under  the  present 
law  he  did  not  have.  Then  I  quote  from  his 
testimony : 

**Mr.  Cox.   Then  you  do  not  want  any  fuHher 
leg  if  latlon  ? 

Mr.  BouTWELL.  I  do  not  ask  for  any  farther 
legifilation  if  the  committee  and  Conirresfl  think  I 
am  proceeding  properly  now.  Yon  cannot  poesibly 
necotiate  the  loan  at  a  iees  rate  than  one  percent. 
on  the  five  per  cent,  bonds;  one  and  one  half  per 
cent,  on  the  four  and  a  half  per  cents ;  and  two  per 
cent,  on  the  four  per  oenta,  onlees  the  hoslnees 
throoffh  the  banks  is  eontinned  in  the  wajr.  pointed 
out." 

And,  gentlemen,  in  face  of  that  statement, 
you  have  to  do  one  of  two  things — either 
brand  the  Secretary  as  gailty  of  knowing  and 
.intentional  falsehood,  or  else,  declare  thai  he 
has  acted  wisely;  that  he  has  condooted  a 
negotiation  which  has  saved  the  Government 
at  least  $500,000  in  ex|>ense,  compared  with 
what  it  would  have  been  if  conducteiEl  by  other 
agencies  and  upon  a  different  basis. 

It  is  sometimes  supposed,  and  the  argument 
is  made,  that  the  national  banks  were  devised 
as  a  war  measure,  and  to  last  only  during  the 
war.  Such  was  not  the  pnrpoee  or  the  opmion 
of  those  who  passed  the  law  establishing  them. 
They  were  to  be  a  great  financial  system  which, 
among  other  things,  should  nationalize  our 
currency.  Tbev  contemplated  making  these 
banks  agents  which  could  be  used  wiui  their 
consent  or  without  their  consent,  at  the  peril 
of  losing  their  charters,  to  carry  on  such  tnws- 
actions  as  the  Government  might  have  occasion 
to  intrust  to  agents.  Hence  Congress  forbore 
to  provide  in  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  for  the  i 


employment  of  the  great  bankers  of  Fraak- 
fort,  Amsterdam,  Paris,  and  London  as  the 
agents  to  negotiate  this  loan.  No  doubt  tho$e 
^Qtlemen  would  have  been  very  glad  to  be 
intrusted  with  this  responsibility.  No  doubt 
they  would  have  cheerfully  undertaken  the 
work  of  placing  this  loan  upon  the  Efiropeau 
market  at  the  rates  indicated  by  the  Seeretary 
of  the  Treasury.  No  doubt  they  would  hmve 
undertaken,  as  a  certain  foreign  banking-booae 
did  undertake  ibr  maoy  years,  to  b«  our  fiaau- 
cial  agents  abroad;  but  Congre^  decided  tha: 
they  would  use  no  such  agency,  tiuit  ikey  wouM 
not  go  beyond  the  Treasnry  and  its  (kfieiais, 
and  the  national  banks.  The  result  efaows  tfasi 
thereby  they  have  already  saved  to  the  coon- 
try  fully  half  a  million  dollars.  The  homely 
principle  of  letting  well  enough  alotie  forbids 
ns  to  interfere,  except  by  way  of  appmvnl 
So  thought  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  sucn  is  their  report. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  U  aot  my 
purpose  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the  lav 
which  regulates  the  negotiation  of  onr  loaai, 
and  still  ihrther  is  it  from  my  purpose  to  vio* 
dicate  the  integrity  or  the  legality  or  propriety 
of  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ry. 
His  integrity  indeed  has  not  been  assailed.  I 
believe  that  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
upon  the  pending  question  admit  it,  and  admit 
it  spectficallyin  their  examination  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  want  to  bring  rapidly  to  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  country  some  of  the 
results  of  the  operations  of  the  Seeretwy  of 
the  Treasury,  it  was  deemed  to  be  desirable 
by  Congress,  and  still  more  so  by  the  country, 
that  the  rate  of  interest,  six  per  cent,  in  gold, 
upon  our  bonded  debt  shouM  be  reduced,  and 
a  law  was  passed  whereby  it  was  hoped  that 
this  good  result  might  be  produced.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  by  law 
to  issue  three  classes  of  bonds,  one  bc^ag 
five,  one  four  and  a  half,  and  one  fonr  per 
cent.  In  pursuance  of  that  law  bonds  were 
prepared  and  put  upon  the  market,  and  slowly, 
day  by  day,  week  by  week,  month  by  mon^ 
subscriptions  were  made  to  the  highest  class 
of  bonds,  amounting  in  all  to  about  sixty-five 
million  dollars,  when  the  market  for  them 
seemed  to  have  closed  absolutely.  There 
was  a  complete  cessation  of  subscriptions. 
There  was  an  end  of  the  negotiation.  This 
was  naturaL  You  could  not  expect  the  eon- 
stituents  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
who  discussed  this  bill  yesterday-^I  mean  all 
the  city  members  who  spoke  upon*  it — to  come 
,  forward  and  voluntarily  agree,  from  motives 
of  jiatriottsm,  to  accept  five  per  cent,  indeed 
of  six  per  cent. ,  which  they  were  then  receiving 
upon  tne  many  tens  of  millions  th^  hold  in 
(jrovernment  bonds.  It  was  perhapa  too  mack 
to  expect  from  the  patiotism  of  any  man,  and 
certainly  from  any  set  of  men  whose  buatuess 
is  dealing  in  stocks  and  bonds  and  making 
corners  in  gold.  Certain  it  is  they  did  not  do 
it»  Meanwttiley  an  ofier  came  to  the  Seovlary 
of  the  Treeaury  from  the  syndicate  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  five  per  cent,  bonds  then  upon 
the  market,  to  wit,  $185,000,000.  The  Secre- 
tary, howeveri  did  not  accept  it  without  a  qnal- 
ification.  He  determined  to  teet  the  qoeatioa 
whether  the  change  so  desirable  for  the  Gov- 
ernment was  not  aiio  a  fair  one  for  the  Amer- 
ican bondholders.  He  thecefore  gave  to  the 
avndicate  all  the  remainder  of  the  $^00,000,000 
that  had  been  offered  save  $50,000,000,  the 
right  to  take  which  he  reserved  to  the  national 
banks  of  the  country.  Now,  did  these  banks 
let  the  syndicate  take  the  whole  $200,000,000? 
Did  they  find  the  bargain  an  oppresaive  one  ? 
No,  sir ;  they  had  not  voluntarily  come  for- 
ward to  make  the  exchange,  but  when  they 
found  that  if  they  did  not  take  the  five  per 
oenta  others  would,  they  promptly  stepped  in 
and  accepted  the  option,  availed  themselves 
of.  it,  and  took  the  $50,000,000  of  bonds 
open  to  them.  This  don^,  the  remainder, 
$i65,000,000,  were  sold  to  the  syndicate. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove  thiit 
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tlioM  who  took  Uiem  m«de  more  than  tho  ro- 
mainiog  part  of  the  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
which  the  law  anthoriaed  to  be  expended  in  plac^ 
ing  the  loan.  IhayeyhoweYer,  heard  no  attempt, 
eertainly  no  socceaafiil  atlempt,  to  ahow  that 
th«  Government  lost  anything  by  the  transac- 
tion, whatever  the  porchasers  may  have  made. 
What  was  it  tp  do  with  the  money  it  received 
for  bonds?  Had  they  been  sold  for  gold  it 
mast  have  kept  it  dead  in  the  Treasury,  to  the 
embarrassment  of  the  eommerce  of  the  ooan* 
try^  until  notice  should  be  given  to  holders  to 
bring  in  certain  bonds  for  r^emption,  and  that 
if  they  were  not  brought  in  by  a  given  date  inter- 
eet  on  them  woald  cease  ^  and  it  wonld  have  lain 
dead  in  the  Treaanry,  or  as,  sofar  aathe  Oovem- 
meat  was  concerned,  it  did  in  the  vaults  of  the 
depositories  to  which  it  was  confided.  Oh,  yes, 
gentlemen  say,  but  the  law  prohibited  the  8ee- 
creiary  of  the  Treasury  horn  increasing  the 
piobiio  debt  bv  issoiog  a  new  bond  before  an 
old  one  of  like  amount  had  been  canceled. 
How  coold  he  issue  one  bond  for  money  with 
which  to  redeem  another,  bv  the  voluntary 
tender  of  the  owner,  or  by  the  calling  in  of 
the  bond,  withoot  for  the  time  being  increas- 
ing the  debt?  The  two  must  coexist  for  some 
tinae,  and  during  this  term  the  bonded  debt 
was  increased. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  science  of  '^  how  not 
to  do  it,''  and  our  friends  on  the  other  side, 
in  the  course  of  their  diseassion,  have  shown 
that  their  system  is  founded  on  that  science ; 
that  they  wished  it  to  be  lawful  to  refund  the 
debt  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  but  that  they 
deemed  it  improper  that  it  should  be  done. 
They  want  a  prohibitory  law  which  shsll  be  so 
framed  that  anybody  may  sell  and  everybody 
may  drink  as  much  as  they  please.  I  have 
heard  the  desires  for  such  laws,  and  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  pre- 
sont  such  a  case* 

Now,  let  us  see  what  experieace  applicable 
to  this  matter  teaches.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  says  that  the  Seeretary 
of  the  Treasury  made  a  contract  with  the  syn- 
dicate, made  a  contract  with  people  that  he 
did  not  know.  Why,  sir,  if  this  was  improper, 
let  us  pat  a  proviso  in  the  fondiag  bill  proviaing 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aad  his 
agentsshall  not  sell  a  bond  to  any  body  that  shall 
not  have  been  personallv  introduced  to  him 
with  a  certificate  of  good  character.  During 
the  war  were  the  boMs  sold  only  to  the  inti- 
mate personal  acquaintances  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ?  Was  ever  so  preposterous  a 
soggesdon  offered  as  that  a  great  Government, 
wanting  to  reduce  the  interest  on  its  loans, 
shoald  deal  only  mth  the  personal  acquaint- 
ance of  the  members  of  the  Administration  ? 
Yetf  if  the  ar^ment  of  the  gentleman  is  good 
for  anything,  itis  good  for  all  of  that. 

When  we  were  forced  to  issne  bonds-^and  I 
had  the  honor  of  being  here  then  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gox] — whenonr 
bonds  were  first  required  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  rebellion,:  with  which  the  RepubUcao  party 
did  not  sympathise,  and  ia  the  suppression  of 
which  it  haa  to  suppress  not  only  the  armed 
rebellion  bat  the  Democratic  party,  and  bring 
it  to  its  winding-sheet  and  cooling-board,  the 
absurdity  of  such  a  suggestion  would  liave 
provoked  universal  ridicule.  How  were  they 
floated  ?  The  national  banks,  or  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  country,  were  made  agents 
for  their  sale.  Did  they  go  ?  No ;  men  who 
held  the  floattag  debt  of  the  Government 
wonld  take  bends  in  payment,  because  they 
were  assured  oC  their  interest,  and  had  a  col- 
lateral which  even  in  those  doubtful  days 
would  enable  them  in  some  cities  to  borrow 
money.  But  the  baaks  did  not  sooceed  in  sell- 
ing any  considerable  amonnt.  As  agencies, 
tbey  could  not  provide  for  the  daily  exigencies 
of  the  Government. 

It  was  foond  that  withoat  machinery,  with- 
oat  active,  tmsted,  and  efficient  agents,  with- 
out confiding  the  basiness  to  men  whom  the 
Seeretary  of  th^  Treasnry  might  possibly  not 


recognize  as  personal  friends,  the  bonds  could 
not  be  sold.  Accordingly,  a  man  whose  name 
appears  in  connection  with  the  syndicate,  Mr. 
Jay  Cooke,  was  employed  as  principal  agent, 
with  ample  power  to  engage  others,  and  I 
have  seen  the  written  contract  or  letter  of 
instruction  sent  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  stating 
that  not  over  ten  thousand  dollars  could  be 
expended  in  advertising  the  loan  ;  and  I  have 
also  seen  a  copy  of  the  reply  to  it,  which  was 
that  over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  had 
already  been  expended  in  advertising  and  pop-* 
ularizing  ihe  new  loan.  That  agency,  sir,  did 
float  the  loan,  did  populariae  it,  did  lead  our 
d^talists  to  embark  their  thousands  and  their 
hundreds  of  thoosands,  and  our  corporations 
to  invest  their  hundreds  of  thousands  and  their 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  six  per  cent,  bonds* 
It  also  induced  the  capital  of  Germany  to  flow 
in  upon  as  and  invigorate  the  country's  credit 
and  the  indnstrial  pursuits  of  the  people.  It 
made  the  Administration  strong,  and  gave  the 
nerve  which  adequate  appointments  always 
give  to  the  commander  of  an  army  charged 
with  great  busiaess  on  the  bloody  field  of 
battle. 

That  chapter,  of  experience,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  new  five  per  cents  had  ceased 
to  find  a  market  until  it  was  discovered  the 
Seeretary  had  a  bidder  for  all  he  would.sell, 
and  that  eur  own  people  then  rushed  forward 
in  hot  and  indiscriminate  haste  to  get  as  meiiy 
as  they  coakL  proves  the  wisdom  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaaury  in  dealing  with  the  syn- 
dicate, and  the  necessity  of  leaving  him  a 
reasonable  range  of  discretion — a  wider  one,  I 
would  say,  than  is  provided  in  the  existing  law 
for  the  management  of  the  balance  of  our  debt. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  ask  my  Demo- 
cratic friends,  and  especially  the  Bepretenta- 
tivea  from  the  city  oi  New  York,  wnat  their 
oritioism  upon  the  management  of  the  Treasurv 
would  have  been  had  the  Secretary  refosed 
to  treat  with  the  syndicate,  and  continued  to 
pay  six  per  cent,  on  $135,000,000  of  bonds 
with  an  offer  before  him  to  tsJce  the  whole 
amonnt  at  five  per  cent.  ?  What  answer  would 
it  have  been  to  their  criticisms  for  the  Secre- 
tary to  have  said,  ^'  I  found  among  lawyers  a 
question  on  which  there  was  a  divergence  of 
opinion  on  an  immaterial  point  of  the  law ; 
and  I  felt  it  better  to  pay  six  per  ceot.  on 
$186,000,000  than  to  reduce  the  interest  thereon 
to  five  per  cent,  till  Congress  should  construe 
that  immaterial  provision  of  the  law?'*  Sir, 
they  would  have  made  the  country  ring  with 
the  storv  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
rather  than  reduce  the  interest  of  the  bonds  in 
the  hands  of  his  pets,  had,  on  a  mere  flimsy, 
idle  pretext  goneon  paying  them  six  per  cent., 
while  the  moat  eminent  bankers  of  Europe 
were  clamoring  for  the  bonds  at  five  per  cent. 
That  would  have  been  their  just  criticism 
to-day  {  and  it  woald  have  been  a  telling  one. 
But  even  among  their  own  people  thoy  cannot 
find  law  or  shadow  of  law  sufficient  to  justify 
such  criticisms,  such  animadversions,  as  they 
have  made  in  this  HalL 

1  am  a  little  amused  at  the  source  from 
which  this  demand  for  the  investigation  of  this 
transaction  came,  and  at  the  wonderful  expres- 
sion of  purity  that  fell  yesterday  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox,]  the  author 
of  the  resolution.  I  have  marked  a  passage 
or  two  of  the  gentleman's  speech.  1  do  not 
see  him  in  his  seat ;  I  hope  he  will  come  in 
before  I  close.  How  his  soul  rec(Mls  from 
favoritism  and  extravagance  I  He  tells  us  in 
that  beautifol  manner  in  which  he  so  fre- 
quently imparts  wisdom  to  us  that — 

"The  historian,  in  comparing  the  skillful  manaare- 
mant  of  the  ftinds  of  other  nations  with  oar  own, 
will  only  oease  to  wonder  at  the  contempt  of  the 
world  for  oar  credit,  when  he  reads  the  history  of 
our  fl^oal  administration.  With  an  estimated  wealth 
of  thirty-five  thousand  mlUioas.  an  nneqaaled  pre- 
oioas  public  domain,  and  resooroes  of  industry  and 
infmigration  bevondthe  extravagance  of  speech,  the 
management  of  onr  public  fhnds  has  been  marked 
only  by  blunders." 


In  this  I  think  the  gentleman  mistakes. 
His  terms  ^re  too  moderate.  I  think  I  shall 
show  you  tliat  some  of  the  management  of  our 

Sublio  funds  has  been  marked  not  only  by 
lunders  that  were  crimes,  but  by  crimes  that 
were  blunders ;  and  I  think  I  shall  show  ^ou 
that  until  within  six  months  his  immediate 
political  associates  have  been  guilty  of  both 
the  blunders  and  crimes.     He  then  says : 

** Three  of  these  I  enumerate:  first,  inoreased 
tazaUon  continued  without  reason,  to  the  absorp- 
tion oj^both  energy  and  resources." 

Did   William   M.  Tweed  and   Hon.    Mike 

Norton  do  anything  which  increased  taxation 

without  reason  and  absorbed  both  energy  and 

resources?    I  need  not  halt  to  answer  that 

question ;   the  country  will  answer  it.     The 

gentleman  continued : 

"  Second,  inequality  in  the  distribution  of  the  for- 
tunes of  the  people,  not  only  by  unjust  taxation,  but 
by  the  special  enrichment  of  favorites  with  largemei, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  syndicate."  ^ 

Listen  to  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the 
gentleman  I  Sir,  I  once  read  an  account  of  a 
wedding  in  Hew  York  which  gave  me  the  im- 
pression that  the  gentleman's  associates  theroy 
if  they  did  not  know  the  bad  effect  of  largesses 
upon  the  country^  credit,  did  know  their 
happy  influence  on  the  fortunes  of  the  gener- 
ous giver.  In  the  account  of  that  wedding  I 
read  of  diamonds,  emeralds,  rubies,  and  every 
other  species  of  precions  brilliants;  of  sets  of 
silver  and  sets  ot  gold }  of  laces  and  silks  of 
untold  fineness ;  and,  as  with  dimmed  eye  I 
came  to  the  broader  black  letter  at  the  bot- 
tom, I  read  the  infamous  intimation  that  these 
things  were  sent  to  the  happy  young  couple  by 
people  to  whom  the  head  of  a  gang  of  thieves 
bad  from  time  to  time  distributed  a  portion  of 
the  swag  they  had  stolen,  and  that  they  were 
only  returning  a  small  per  cent,  of  the  largesses 
which  Tammany  so  freely  distributed  to  the 
detriment  of  the  credit  of  the  American  peo- 
ple as  well  as  of  the  Americao  nation.  I 
agree  to  the  abstract  propositions  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, but  I  shoald  have  been  more  pleased 
to  hear  them  from  one  who  had  not  presided 
at  the  convention  which  had  nominated  Hon. 
Mike  Norton,  William  M.  Tweed's  lieutenant 
general,  for  the  senate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
yield  to  me? 

Mr.  KELL£Y.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  1  thank  the  gentleman  for  a 
courtesy  which  I  did  not  extend  to  him  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  KELLBY.  I  put  a  coal  of  fire  on  your 
head. 

Mr.  COX.  All  the  gentleman  says  about 
New  York  poHtios  I  do  not  intend  to  answer, 
because  I  am  not  responsible  for  them  in 
any  sense.  The  only  time  I  presided  ai  a 
meeting  in  New  York. to  whkh  the  gentleman 
refers  was  a  judicial  convetiTtion ;  mid  I  went 
there  for  the  purpose  of  nominatiNg  three 
judges  from  my  own  immediate  ward,  one  of 
whom.  Judge  Daly,  was  nominated  by  the 
gentleman's  own  party;  and  •■  that  conven- 
tion I  made  the  statement  that  unless  our 
party  porified  itself  it  would  be  unworthy  of 
public  confidence.  When  afterward  I  made 
a  speech  in  New  York,  the  only  other  speech 
I  made,  when  Mr.  Norton  was  the  candidate 
for  senator  in  my  district— I  hav^  that  speech 
in  my  desk— I  made  this  remark,  and  it  will 
justify  me  before  honest  people,  and  with  the 
gentleman,  who  is  one :  I  said  I  could  not  stand 
before  that  |>eople  without  condemning  the 
mode  by  which  Mr.  Sands  had  placed  the 
bonds  of  New  York  upon  the  market,  by 
which  he  maoe  $76,000 ;  that  I  most  condemn 
and  denounce  it  because  I  expected  to  go 
to  Washington  as  their  Representative  and 
denounce  the  syndicate. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Is  Sands  a  Republican 
or  Democrat? 

Mr.  COX.  He  was  a  Republican,  but  ap- 
pointed by  Democrats.  No  matter  for  that;  I 
hope  the  bad  conduct,  the  corruption,  if  you 
please,  of  the  men  who  managea  the  city  of 
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New  York  to  the  humiliation  of  oar  party, 
shall  DOt  have  justification  in  the. House  of 
Representatives  on  an  occasion  like  this. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  1  am  very  glad  I  alluded  to 
the  sabject,  aod*  I  cheerfully  yielded  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  hot  feel  compelled 
to  ask  him  another  qoestion,  because  i  have 
been  impressed  by  finding  it  very  frequently 
stated  in  the  public  prints,  that  the  gentleman 
not  only  presided  at  the  convention  which  nom- 
inated Mr.  Norton,  but  spoke  for  him  in  the 
canvass,  and  was  known  as  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Tweed  in  his  canvass. 

Mr.  COX.  I  did  not  preside  at  the  conven- 
tion which  nominated  Mr.  Norton.  I  was  in 
California  at  the  time.  I  did  not  speak  for 
Mr.  Tweed  at  any  time.  The  only  speech  I 
made  was  the  one  I  have  referred  to,  in  which 
I  told  the  people  they  must  reform  the  city 
government. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Was  that  at  a  meeting  to 
ratify  the  convention  of  Mike  Norton,  as  he  is 
called? 

Mr.'  COX.  That  was  at  a  meeting  where  I 
addressed  my  own  friends  in  behalf  of  the  puri- 
fication of  my  own  party.  And  1  demand  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  do  for  their 
parly  what  I  have  endeavored  to  do  for  mine. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  am  glad  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  fairly  before  the  country,  and  that 
he  admits  that  he  did  go  to  a  meeting  to  ratify 
the  nomination  of  Mike  Norton,  and  pleaded 
with  his  people  to  send  that  eminent  reformer 
and  distinguished  foe  to  largesses  to  the  Senate 
in  order  that  he  might  reform  the  city  and 
State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Michael  Nor- 
ton, whoever  he  may  be,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  does  not  know  him 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Not  personally,  but  only 
BO  far  as  i  have  heard  him  spoken  of. 

Mr.  COX.  As  to  Mr.  Michael  Norton,  so 
far  as  I  know  his  record,  be  presented  the  only 
bill  for  a  reform  charter  for  N«w  York  in  the 
senate,  which  was  carried  against  him  by  the 
Republicans  who  were  purchased  up  in  the 
senate,  and  boucht,  too,  with  money. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.     1  think  it  is  time. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  1  take  another  point  I 
will  not  pause  to  ask  the  gentleman  who  bought 
the  Republicans,  bat  i  will  assare  the  country 
that  they  were  bought  with  a  small  largess  from 
the  moneys  stolen  by  Tweed,  Norton  k  Co* 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.     They  were  cheap  men. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Oh,  no ;  that  is  not  neces- 
sarily the  case.  The  man  that  steals  $20,000,000 
by  a  grab  or  two  can  afford  to  buy  a  pretty 
high-priced  man,  as  politicians  go. 

Mr.  ELDRIDQE.  The  gentleman  said  it 
was  a  cheap  purchase. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  have  not  yielded  to  the 

Seutleman  from*  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldkidob.] 
low,  what  reason  did  the  gentleman  give  for 
t3<)ademning,  not  Tweed,  not  Norton,  not  the 
ring,  not  lam  many,  but  Mahlon  H.  Sands? 
The  gentleman  said,  ^*  But  I  have  to  do  tkis;" 
and  I  can  imagine-  the  earnest  manner  with 
which  he  waved  his  extended  forefinger  as  he 
said,  *'I  have  to  denounce  Mahlon  H.  Sands; 
I  do  not  like  to  do  it  i  I  hope  he  won't  be 
punished,  but  how  can  I  attack  the  syndicate, 
if  1  have  not  thrown  some  mud  at  Sands  ?" 

Mr.  ELY.     Let  me  correct  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  decline  to  yield  for  any 
farther  interrnpiion. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  has  got  hold  of 
the  wrong  man. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Now,  I  follow  it  up  by  ask- 
ing this:  has  Mahlon  H.  Sands  refunded  the 
$75,000  which  the  gentleman  has  spoken  of? 
Has  Tammany  prosecuted  him  for  it?  is  the 
Government  making  any  effort  to  force  him  to 
diBgoice  bis  plunder  ?  But  1  correct  myself; 
I  should  have  said  **  Nathaoier'  Sands  instead 
of  ''Mahlon  H.'' 

Mr.  COX.  Why  did  you  not  say  that 
before  ? 

Mr.  KELLEY.    I  beg  the  pardon  of  Mahlon 


H.  Sands,  and  hope  the  reporters  will  substi- 
tute the  name  of  Nathaniel  wherever  I  have 
used  the  other  name.  God  forbid  I  should  do 
an  honest  man,  as  I  believe  Mr.  Mahlon  H. 
Sands  to  be,  the  injustice  of  mixing  him  up  in 
the  company  of  snch  men  as  I  -am  now  dis- 
cnssine.  My  question  is,  what  has  been  done 
to  Nathaniel  Sands? 

Does  not  all  Europe  know,  and  when  you  go 
there  to  sell  bonds  are  you  not  reminded  of 
the  fact,  that  certain  men  stole  a  railroad  from 
the  Erie  Company,  and  that  with  that  larceny 
and  those  perpetrated  in  thecity  of  New  York 
by  Tweed,  Norton,  and  their  associates,  they 
proposed  to  capture  the  country,  and  to  steal 
Its  credit  and  its  resources?  Foreign  bankers 
also  know,  sir,  the  personal  purity  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox,]  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  assail  or  as  ranch  as  intimate  an 
assault  upon  him.  He  is,  in  his  personal 
character,  as  pure  as  any  man  I  have  met  in 
my  eleven  years  of  congressional  life.  But  he 
is  a  partisan,  a  devoted  friend,  and  a  grateful 
man.  And  they  know  that  he,  with  all  his 
purity  of  character,  was  not  with  the  commit- 
tee of  'fifty,  was  not  with  the  oommittee  of 
seventy,  was  not  in  the  reform  meetings  of 
eitfzens,  but  that  he  was  at  the  meeting  which 
ratified  the  nomination  of  Mike  Norton,  plead- 
ing with  those  who  loved  him  to  send  Nortoa 
back  to  purify  the  senate  of  New  York,  and 
reform  Erie  frauds  and  the  nnintcipal  afiairs 
of  the  metropolis  of  the  country* 

Sir,  there  is  no  act  on  the  part  of  the  pres- 
ent President  of  the  United  States  or  any  of 
his  Cabinet  ministers;  no,  sir,  nor  do  all 
the  defalcations  that  have  taken  plane  under 
him,  or  that  have  been  alleged  to  have  taken 
-plaee,  so  affected  the  ereatt  of  oorporatiood, 
munieipal  and  others,  of  States,  and-  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  acts  of  the  gentlemao*s 
associates,  for  whose  reelection  he  pleaded,  amd 
of  whose  cause  he  stood,  I  was  goi«g  to  say, 
almost  single-handed  and  alone,  the  ohani- 
pion,  among  the  distingaished  and  respeeted 
citizens  of  New  York.  And  that  fresh  from 
Tammany,  fresh  from  the  roetmm  where  ho 
advocated  the  renomination  of  Mike  Norton, 
he  should  come  here  to  tell  the  eonotry  that 
its  honor  or  its  integrity  or  its  public  faith  had 
been  assailed  bv  reducing  the  interest  on 
$200,000,000  of  lU  debt  from  six  per  cent,  to 
five  per  cent,  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  supreme 
joke  of  his  life ;  so  funny,  so  characteristic, 
so  deserving  of  world- wide  enjoyment,  that 
I  felt  constrained  to  take  this  opportanity  of 
bringing  the  few  facts  to  which  1  have  referred 
into  pretty  close  juxtaposition  in  the  columns 
of  the  Globe. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  propose  to  call  the 
previous  question,  but  before  doing  so  I  with- 
draw the  motion  to  recommit  and  then  call  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  KEHB.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  now 
allow  us  to  offer  as  an  amendment  the  resolu- 
tion which  I  had  read  yesterday. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  previous  question  is  in 
the  custody  of  the  majority  of  the  House,  and 
I  feel  it  necessary  to  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  KERB.  All  we  desire  is  that  the  reso- 
lution shall  be  before  the  House  to  be  voted 
upon. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  understand  my  friend's 
resolution  to  be  equivalent  to  a  negative  of 
mine,  and  voting  for  or  against  the  resolution 
which  I  have  offered  wul  be  equivalent  to 
voting  for  or  against  his. 

Mr.  KEHB.  No  sir;  our  resolution  is  not 
a  mere  negative  of  the  resolution  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee;  it  is  qaalified.  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  have  a  vote  upon  it, 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  refuse  to  let 
it  be  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution 
of  the  majority. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
do  it  with  some  reluctance.  I  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawbs,] 
according  to  the  Gl6be,  made  his  motion  to 


reootmnit  so  as  to  out  off  dl  aascnd  meats, 
wtiich  i  understand  is  the  ruling  of  ibe  Chair; 
bat  I  state  to  the  House  and  to  tbe  ^eak«, 
upon  my  honor  as  a  member  of  this  rLonm, 
that  I  offered  mj  amendment  as  »  snbstitBfe 
for  the  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the 
comnnttee  before  the  motion  to  reconamit  was 
made. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  ooaldi  not  have  been 
done — the  gentleman  must  be  mistaken — ankss 
tha  gentleman  from  Maasacbusetts  had  snr- 
rendered  the  floor.  The  gentleoiao  firom  Mas- 
sachusetts holding  the  floor,  the  geotlcmui 
from  New  York  indicated  his  mmendneot,  bat, 
of  course,  he  oouUl  not  have  the  mMeedmeai 
considered  as  pending  unless  by  the  consent 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  tha  pafiiaoieBiaiy 
right  to  the  floor.  In  point  of  tune  tke  Chair 
is  aware  that  the  amendment  was  indicated 
before  Uie  motion  to  recommit  was  osade. 

Mr.  COX.  With  all  respect  to  tbe  Chair, 
and  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachasatts,  j 
remember  distinctly  that  after  he  made  hm 
presentation  of  the  case  1  arose  in  my  east 
and  offered  thia  resolution,  being  a  little  lar 
prised  that  my  frieads  on  this  aide  of  the 
House  had  not  o6^ed  something  in  place  of 
the  majority  molatioo.  1  did  not  ioteod  to 
offer  my  rcHolution  unless  they  failed  to  do  sa 
The  gentlemaO' fcom  Msssachasetts  ai  that 
time  was  in  his  seat.  He  waa  not  on  the  floor 
except  oonstraciively.  My  resolatMHi  wn 
offered  in  good  faith  and  as  a  test  of  the  ques- 
tion which  this  Hoose  should  detereoine,  but  I 
would  willingly  withdraw  my  resoiotion. 

I  now  ask  the  gentleman  from  Masaachu- 
setts,  ia  view  of  mj  statement  on  mj  vexvci^ 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  belieriog  that  I 
offered  it  before  he  moved  to  reootoBit,  to 
allow  an  eicpression  of  the  House  in  lavor  of 
an  amaodmeat  to  his  reeidittion,  mcb  as  hss 
been  proposed  by  the  minority  of  the  coaamit- 
tee.  it  is  due  to  the  minority  of  the  coaam it- 
tee,  due  to  this  side  of  the  House,  doe  to  the 
importance  of  the  sabieok  I  merely  ask,  ss 
a  matter  of  joatioe  to  tais  side  of  the  Hoose. 
t^at  we  may  vote  oar  seattments. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  do  not  think  any  advaatags 
can  possibly  be  taken  in  this  pvoeeediag.  It 
was  my  intention,  when  I  rose,  to  make  the 
motion  I  did  for  a  purpose  which  is  apparent. 
I  did  it  openly  aod  above  board  in  the  House, 
•it  is  the  custom,  and  1  think  a  rerj  good  one. 
This  is  a  simple  proposition.  Upon  this  prop- 
OHtion  it  is  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  have 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  and  upon  this 
only.  This  is  what  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  consider,  smI  they  have  abstained 
entirely  from  brifltging  in  aay  other  antler  ex- 
cepting  the  question  of  ^e  legality  of  the  pro- 
ceediag*  Those  who  do  not  think  it  legaL  will 
of  course  vote  against  <rar  resolution.  Those 
who  think  it  was  legal  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  B&OOKS,  <?  New  York.  And  those 
•who  think  ic  onght  not  to  be  dode  again,  how 
will  they  vote? 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  they  think  there  ia  a»y 
daager  of  its  being  done  again,  they  can  bring 
in  a  hill  to  prevent  its  being doae  again.  1  do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  danger  of  lU  being 
done  again,  but  I  eommend  to  the  gentleman 
his  power  as  a  legislator* 

The  SPEAKEH.  The  Chair  begs  leave  to 
remark  that  of  course  this  question  will  ulti- 
mately be  decided  by  the  House.  If  the  House 
desire  to  entertain  either  the  ammMhaent  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  or 
the  ameodment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [^Mr.  Kebr,]  itwiH  indicsSa  diat  desire  by 
reftising  to  second  the  demand  for  the  prerioas 
quesiaon. 

Mr.  KERR,  I  hope  the  previous  qaestioo 
will  not  foe  seconded^  but  that  I  msy  be  allowed 
an  ofyportunity  to  offer  on  behalf  of  the  miiMtf- 
ity  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  W^s 
and  Means  the  resolution  1  have  indicated. 

Thd  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
reso4utSon  reported  by  the  Oeamitteeof  Ways 
aod  Meant ;  mho  the  resoletien  which  thegea- 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


773 


tlewftii  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  «)«iniB  to 

have  offered,  and  the  resolation-  whick  the 

geaUemaa  m>m  Indiana  [Mr.  Kbrr]  deaires 

to  offer. 

The  Clerk  read  tk^  resolution  of  the  com* 

mittee,  as  follows: 

R€0ok>0d,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Honse  the 
SeoreUry  of  the  Treuury.  in  negotiating  the  loan 
authorised  by  the  aet  of  Jaly  14, 1870,  has  neither 
increased  the  bonded  debt  nor  incurred  an  ozpendi- 
ter«  eonlrary  to  law. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Cox  was 
reskd,  as  follows: 

Hetolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
bo  iostrnoted  to  report  the  bill  before  them  prohibit- 


ing all  commissions,  deductions,  or  compensation  of 
any  kind  to  any  person  for  the  saleu  negotiation,  ai 
exchange  of  United  States  securities,  and  probibit- 


iog  the  employment  of  any  agent  except  a  proper 
offleer  of  the  Treasary  Department  for  snon  saleu 
negotiation,  and  exchange. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Kbbb  was 
read,  as  follows: 

Itt»olvtd,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  nogotiatiag  the  loan 
aatboriied  by  the  act  of  July  14, 187D,  has  increased 
the  bonded  debt  more  than  was  necessary  or  proper, 
and  has  incurred  expenditures  contrary  to  law. 

^  The  question  was  upon  seconding  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Tellers  were  ordered  :  ^and  Mr.  Dawes  and 
Mr.  Cox  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided ;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— i^es  86,  noes  76« 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  mcuB  question  was  then  ordered. 

BDUOATIONAL  FUND. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  that 
House  bill  Mo.  1048,  to  establish  an  edoeational 
fund,  and  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  educatioa  of  the  people,  which  has 
been  assigned  to  Friday  and  Tuesday  next, 
may  be  Again  printed,  with  the  pending  amend- 
naelkts,  as  the  nainber  already  printed  are  all 
gone. 

Mr.  McNEBLr.  Will  that  include  the 
printing  of  the  substitute  indicated  by  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  McInttme]  the 
other  day? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  apprehends  that 
it  might  include  any  amendment  that  may  be 
indicated  during  to-day. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  ask  that  it  diall  include 
that  amendment. 

No  objection  was  made;  and  the  order  was 
made  accordingly. 

Mr.  KING.  1  ask  that  there  be  printed  with 
tbe  educational  bill  a  substitute  which  I  desire 
to  offer. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

lAIPROVBIIBNT  OF  HARBORS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  submit  for  adoption  at  this 
time  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvd,  That  the  SeereUry  of  War  be  directed 
to  forward  to  this  House  the  last  report  of  Captain 
Q.  L.  Qillespie,of  tbe  engineer  bureau,  in  regard  to 
the  isaprovement  of  the  harbors  of  Sandusky  and 
Ashtabula,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  FARN3  WORTH.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
to  include  the  harbor  of  Waulcegan,  Illinois. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection. 

The  resolutio&i  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

NKGOTfATION  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  resuooted  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to  the  negotiation 
of  Uie  loan  anthorised  by  aet  of  July,  1870. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  reoogniae 
Uie  weariness  of  the  House  orer  this  debate. 
Nothing  would  induce  me  at  this  late  period 
of  the  discussion  to  thrust  myself  upon  the 
House  were  it  possible  for  me  to  avoid  it. 
Nothing  would  justify  it  but  the  gravity  of 
tbe  questions  involved  and  the  serious  conse- 
qnenoes  attending  upon  the  vote  which  the 
House  is  about  to  |{ive.  1  cannot  ooneeive  of 
auyihing  about  which  a  nation  oaght  to  be  so 
sensiitveaeitspilblic^redit.  Whatever louobee 


the  official  integrity  of  its  financial  officers  in 
negotiations  wbich  involve  the  credit  of  the 
nation  at  home  and  abroad  should  be  dis- 
cussed deliberately  and  dispassionately.  And 
so  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  the  little  which 
I  can  say,  after  the  able  manner  in  which  this 
subject  has  been  already  treated  by  my  asso- 
ciates on  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
and  others,  shall  be  uttered  without  rhetoric 
or  vituperation. 

There  are  two  counts  to  the  indictment  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  They  are,  that 
in  negotiating  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act 
of  July  14, 1870,  '4n  defiance  of  law''*~l  use 
the  mild  phraseology  of  tbe  resolution — *^in 
defiance  of  law,''  the  Secretary  has  increased 
the  public  debt,  and  has  incurred  an  expendi 
tare  not  authorized  by  law.  The  approval  by 
Congress  of  that  proposition  would  not  only 
strike  with  amazement  the  country,  but  all 
nations  who  have  interested  themselves  in  tbe 
credit  of  the  United  States  or  who  regard  its 
finaaoial  condition,  and  it  should  therefore  call 
for  the  gravest  consideration.  A  decision  by 
the  House  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  negotiated  $200,000,000  of  her  bonds  in 
defiance  of  law  would  be  to  strike  a  blow  at 
her  credit  which  not  all  the  armed  rebellion 
of  four  years  and  the  staggering  weight  of 
obligations  that  it  broeght  upon  our  shoulders 
was  ever  able  to  do ;  and  therefore  it  is  .only 
apon  clear  proof  and  inevitable  necessity  that 
this  House  of  Representatives  will  enter  vp 
such  a  jndessent. 

Wbai,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  ground  of  such 
aa  accusation?  I  take  the  first  count.  Why 
is  it  that  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox} 
stands  up  in  his  place  here  and  makes  the  ao- 
ensation  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
defianoe  of  law  has  increased  the  bonded  debt 
of  tbe  nation?  It  is  because  the  law  of  July 
14,  1870,  which  authorized  the  issue  of  some 
fifteen  hundred  millions  of  bonds  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stares,  bearing  different  rates  of  interest 
and  different  times  to  run,  bonds  to  be  issued 
for  tbe  sole  purpose  of  taking  up  with  the 
proceeds  thereof  the  five-twenty  bonds  of  the 
Uwited  States,  contains  this  clause: 

**  But  nottiing  in  this  aet  or  in  ab^  other  law  now 
in  foree  shall  beeonstrned  to  authorise  anyinereaae 

whatsoever  of  the  bonded  debt  of  the  United  States." 

• 

OveHoolLiog  all  other  provisions  of  the  law, 
forgetting  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  enaoted 
and  the  machinery  which  it  set  in  motion,  and 
which  it  authorized  and  required  the  Secretary 
to  avail  himself  of,  in  carrying  out  its  promts* 
ions,  he  sticks  in  the  letter  of  these  words  and 
reaffirms  in  this  debate  his  original  resolution 
that  they  are  unqualified,  that  beyond  them 
the  Secretary  cannot  go  or  look,  but  by  them 
in  their  literal  construction  and  meaning  he 
must  stand.  The  gentleman  from  New  x  ork 
says  that  inasmuch  as  the  Secretary  sold 
$200,000,000  worth  of  bonds,  and  obtained 
the  proceeds  before  be  purchased  any  corre- 
sponding number  of  the  bonds  of  the  Uilited 
States,  be  thereby  increased  the  public  debt 
to  the  amount  of  $200,000,000  in  defiance  of 
law. 

Now,  sir,  looking  into  the  purposeof  this  law, 
and  into  the  machinery  which  the  law  itself  has 
enacted  for  carrpng  out  that  purpose,  having 
the  same  sanction  and  aathority  of  law  as 
the  paragraph  I  have  read,  the  gentleman  is 
called  upon  to  say,  and  fails  to  respond  to 
the  inquiry,  how  shall  the  Secretary,  if  the 
gentleman's  construction  of  this  law  be  true, 
fulfill  this  other  iNTOvision  of  the  law,  which  he 
is  required  to  fulfill  s  that  he  shall  first  sell  at 
par  tnese  bonds,  and  with  the  proceeds  there- 
of buy  in  the  five  twenty  bonas?  Evidently, 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  conttruciion  which  the  gen- 
tleman fvom  New  York  puts  upon  the  first 
paragraphis  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  ability 
on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  to  carry  out  the 
second  paragraph.  One  or  the  other  provis- 
ion must  yield  ;  and  has  it  not  occurred  to  my 
friend  from  New  York  that  this  is  not  the  first 
time  that  apparent  conflict  in  phraseology  has  1 


been  reconciled  accordinr  to  established  prin- 
ciples? Surely  he  must  be  aware  that  in  the 
light  of  a  long  line  of  judicial  decisions  never 
controverted,  and  in  accordance  with  prinoi? 
pies  established  in  every  court  in  the  laud, 
there  is  a  way  to  expound  and  construe  a 
statute  so  as  to  give  meaning  to  all  its  parts, 
and  thereby  carry  out  its  manifest  purpose 
and  olMect. 

My  friend  seems  to  have  forgotten  all  this 
method  of  proceeding.  He  forgets  that  the 
elementary  works  upon  the  eonstruction  of 
statutes,  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  upon 
the  same  subject,  have  told  him  what  he 
should  do ;  that  he  should  look  into  the  body 
of  the  statute,  and  to  its  manifest  purpose, 
and  see  whether  the  construction  which  he 
proposes  to  put  upon  any  particular  para- 
graph is  in  conflict  with  the  body  of  the  act,  is 
in  conflict  with  its  purpose  and  object,  and 
will  thwart  the  end  for  which  it  is  enacted, 
and  if  he  finds  it  so,  to  turn  back  to  bis  con- 
flicting phraseology  and  apply  to  it  the  rules 
of  common  sense  to  ascertain  whether  by  the 
help  of  common  sense  he  may  not  be  able  to 
make  all  parts  of  the  law  harmonious,  so  that 
all  its  provisions  may  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  single  question  :  whether  a  note 
or  bond  sold  upon  three  months'  credit  for  its 
face  without  reckoning  the  interest,  can  be 
considered  as  having  been  sold  at  par  under 
any  construction  of  any  stsitote  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.     WeU,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  that 

?uestion  has  no  reference  to  what  I  am  saying, 
do  not  think  it  worth  while  for  me  to  answer 
it  at  this  time,  with  all  due  regard  to  my  friend 
from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eu>iUDbB.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  would  like  very  much 
to  know  the  gentleman's  opinion  on  that  point. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  call  the  attention  of  my 
friend  from  Wisconsin  to  what  tbe  elementary 
books  say  on  this  subject.  Dwarris  on  Stat- 
utes suggiests  to  him  what  he  ^ould  do  under 
such  circumstances:  > 

"When  words  per  •e  are  repucnnnt  and  very 
ahsard,  what  is  neeessary  may  be  supplied  bj  rea- 


sonable intendment  andcpod  construction;  but  it 
must  be  supplied  from  the  Dody  of  the  act. " 

Again : 

**  Where  a  sense  oan  be  added,  the  addition  must 
be  a  necessary  implication  from  the  words  there 
used  in  order  to  sire  them  sensible  meanins  and 
effect. " 

And  Judge  Story  says : 

**  Words  oonfllotins  with  esoh  other,  where  dif- 
ferent olaoses  of  an  act  bear  on  esch  other  and  woald 
be  inconsistent  unless  tbe  natural  and  common  im- 
port of  the  words  be  varied,  construction  becomes 
neceesaryt  and  departure  from  the  obvions  meaninc 
of  the  words  is  jostilable." 

And,  sir,  while  my  friend  was  uttering  these 
words  yesterday,  saying  it  was  impossible  for 
us  to  go  beyond  this  phrase,  the  New  York 
papers  were  bringing  to  as  a  decision  of  the 
court  of  appeals  of  New  York,  announced 
within  a  day  or  two,  on  conflicting  phraseology 
in  the  constitution  of  that  State,  m  which  that 
court  y^Me%  neariy  the  same  wovds  e 

"We  ooneeive  the  whole  article  most  be  reed 
tof  ether,  thai  eaeh  mast  be  reed  to  act  ia  harmony 
wiih  each  part,  that  where  there  is  a  conflict  that 
which  provides  for  contingency  must  be  held  to  be 
subservient  to  those  which  provide  for  general  pur- 
poses aad  for  an  event  sure  to  ooear." 

There  never  was  any  conflict  about  this. 
There  never  were  any  two  opinions  among  law- 
yers about  tbe  rule  of  law,  and  my  friend  will 
{Nirdon  me  for  saying  if  he  had  paid  less  atten- 
tion to  childish  prattle  over  words  of  his  own 
invention  yesteraay,  and  looked  into  the  plain- 
est principles  of  law,  he  would  have  found  less 
difficulty  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  in  refer- 
ence to  the  course  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  When  the  Secretai^  found  he  was 
required  first  to  sell  these  bonds,  and  from  the 
proceeds  to  purchase  in  five*twenty  bonds,  he 
turned  to  the  proviHion  in  which  my  friend 
sticks,  and  he  said  the  obvious  purpose  is, 
*'  DMmz  the  process  of  refunding  tbe  debt  1  am 
to  use  the  maohinery  provided  for  in  this  act. 
when  the  work  is  done  I  am  prohibitedfrom  and 
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iooreasing  the  public  ddi>t  in  any  manner.  *  *  It 
was  a  salutary  prohibition  preventing  him  from 
using  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds  for  any  other 
purpose  than  funding  an  existing  debt.  It  was 
a  declaration  that  in  this  loan  we  were  not 
borrowers,  but  were  funding  an  existing  debt 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest^  thereby  strength- 
ening our  credit  and  relieving  our  burdens. 
The  words  of  the  statute  thus  construed  carry 
out  the  plain  and  palpable  purpose  lor  which 
it  was  enacted,  according  to  the  plainest  prin- 
ciples of  construction  of  law  which  have  been 
adhered  to  by  every  court  which  claims  the 
name  of  a  court  iu  the  United  States  or  in 
Great  Britain. 

That  is  all,  sir,  I  care  to  say  in  reference  to 
this  part  of  tiie  indictment,  except  to  say  that 
the  learned  lawyers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Bboc,1  and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Kei(u,J  deserted  my  distinguished  friend  from 
New  xork,  admitting  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  put  this  construction  on  the  act  if  he  car- 
ried out  lis  provisions,  with  the  saving  clause 
of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  BeckJ  who  said  he  was  authorized  by 
the  act  to  carry  out  these  provisions  and  in 
the  process  temporarily  to  increase  the  public 
debt,  and  he  thought  only  he  had  been  too 
long  in  the  process,  and  had  in  that  way  vio- 
lated the  provisions  of  the  law.  My  friend  is 
answered  by  his  friends  on  the  other  side,  my 
colleagues  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  COX  rose. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  cannot  yield  any  portion 
of  my  hour. 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  you  have  mistaken  the 
position  of  ray  friend  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky says  I  have  not. 

Mr.  COX.  He  does  not  say  all  yoa  did. 
One  more  remark. 

Mr.  DAWES.  K  you  will  not  limit  me  to 
my  hour. 

Mr.  COX.  Of  course  not.  Let  me  ask  him, 
wnat  is  a  temporary  increase  of  the  publie 
debt?  Is  it  for  three  months,  or  for  what 
other  time? 

Mr.  DAWES.  What  is  temporary?  So  far 
as  it  is  necessarv  to  carry  out  all  other  provis- 
ions of  the  law  during  the  process  of  selling  the 
bonds  and  purchasing  in  the  others  as  rapidly 
as  the  good  of  the  countrv  and  the  require* 
meats  of  the  statute  imposed  on  him  that  work, 
ha  has  done  his  duty,  and  fulfilled  not  only  all 
requirements  of  law  but  all  exactions  of  duty 
at  his  hand. 

The  next  count  in  the  indictment  iH  that  he 
has  increased  the  expenses  of  funding  this 
debt.  It  is  not  claimed  he  has  taken  any 
more  of  the  public  money  appropriated  for 
the  expense  thao  the  law  authorized  him  to 
do.  It  is  not  claimed  in  this  regard  be  has 
exceeded  the  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
the  $200,000,000  in  placing  this  loan.  Bat 
it  is  claimed  that  by  the  machinery  he  used 
to  carry  it  out,  those  who  availed  themselves 
of  that  machinery  have  themselves,  as  inci- 
dents thereto,  made  more  than  this  one  half 
of  one  per  cent,  out  of  the  operation,  and  by 
a  sort  of  non  »equUur  they  say  that  because 
these  men  have  thereby  made  this  money,  it 
follows  that  the  Secretary  has  paid  that  sum 
out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  expenditure 
beyond  the  amount  of  one  half  oi  one  percent. 
It  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  go  beyond  the 
bare  statement  of  fact  that  it  is  admitted  by 
the  accusers  of  the  Secretary  that  he  has  taken 
of  the  money  set  apart,  which  was  one  half  of 
one  per  cent,  on  $1,600,000,000  or  $7,500,000, 
only  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  $200,- 
000,000,  and  that  is  all  he  has  taken.  That  is 
admitted.  *'  Why  is  it,'^  they  have  said,  ''  that 
these  men  who  took  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States  throueh  the  machinery  provided  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  were  enabled 
BO  to  work  that  machinery  thems^ves  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  that  thny  have  realized  a 


profit  therefrom  beyond  this  one  half  of  one 
per  cenu?'*  It  is,  sir,  because  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  permitted  the  proceeds  of  his 
$200,000,000  of  bonds  to  rest  in  the  public 
depositories  of  the  United  States  Until  bylaw 
he  could  appropriate  them  to  the  redemption 
of  the  five-twenties. 

The  same  statute  which  my  distinguished 
friend  from  New  York  has  taken  under  his 
special  care,  provides  that  the  proceeds  of  these 
bonds  shall  be  appropriated  to  no  other  pur- 
pose than  the  redemption  of  the  five  twenties. 
They  do  aot,  therefore,  come  into  the  general 
Treasury.  They  cannot  be  used  for  the  cur- 
rent ex]>enses;  they  cannot  be  used  for  the 
redemption  of  any  other  bonds,  or  to  pay  any 
indebtedness  of  the  United  States;  but  they 
are  set  apart  for  the  9ole  purpose  of  redeeming 
the  five- twenties.  The  same  statute  also  re- 
quires that  the  Secretary  shall  give  the  holder 
of  the  five- twenties  three  montfai'  notice  belbre 
he  shall  compel  him  to  surrender  his  bonds. 
Now,  take  the  steps  which  the  law  requires  of 
the  Secretary:  first,  to  sell  five  per  cent, 
bonds  and  take  the  cash  therefor;  next,  to 
give  notice  to  the  holder  of  the  five-twenties 
that  in  three  months  he  must  surrender  his 
bonds  or  lose  hia  interest.  Then  it  will 
take  him  three  months  from  the  time  he  -has 
this  money  until  the  day  when  the  bond  is 
redeemed  before  he  cau  redeem  that  bond. 
That  is  the  statute  as  plain  as  language  can 
make  it.  Now,  sir,  what  shall  he  do  with  thia 
$200,000,000  ?  He  cannot  put  it  in  the  general 
Treasury*  He  could  not  if  he  tried.  There  is 
not  power  enough  in  the  Government  to  take 
two  hundred  mi&ions  of  gold  and  lock  it  liter- 
ally in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  here 
in  Washington.  The  whole  business  of  the 
country  would  be  so  convulsed  that  revolution 
in  trade  would  have  overtaken  and  dissipated  it 
before  it  reached  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  if  ho  had  attempted  it.  A  locking  up  or 
attempt  to  lock  up  $15,000,000  in  the  city  of 
New  York  produced  *  'black  Friday.  ^ '  Two  hun- 
dred millions  in  no  country  in  the  world  can  be 
taken  in  a  single  month  out  of  the  business  of 
a  country  and  looked  up  and  held  in  any  finan- 
cial treasury  on  the  earth  for  three  months. 
It  was  a  literal  impossibility  for  the  Secretary 
to  do  anv  snch  thing. 

Has  the  Qovernmenty  then,  provided  any 
machinery  by  which  he  can  get  along  with 
this  matter?  He  has  but  to  look  into  the  law, 
and  he  finds  that  though  we  established  sub- 
Treasuries  in  1840  in  four  or  five  principal 
cities  of  the  country,  into  which  the  moneys  of 
the  United  States  would  be  locked  up  until 
they  were  used,  when  the  war  came  on  we 
were  obliged  to  use  money  by  fifty  millions  at 
a  time.  When  we  passed  appropriation  bills 
here  without  a  word  and  without  their  reading 
at  the  desk  which  appropriated  seventy-five  or 
one  hundred  million  dollars,  and  these  vast 
sums  were  taken  to  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  we  found 
that  some  machinery  not  at  that  time  known 
to  financial  circles  must  be  sdopted,  or  this 
great  work  of  handling  large  sums,  up  to  that 
time  unknown  in  this  country  or  any  other, 
must  be  created,  and  the  nation  which  created 
many  other  things  for  that  very  purpose  cre- 
ated it.  It  was  accordingly  enacted  in  the 
national  banking  law  that  any  of  those  banks, 
or  any  number  of  those  banks,  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  might  designate  f«r 
that  purpose  should  be  a  sub  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  And  then  it  wa^  discovered  that 
by  some  of  this  new  machinery,  the  result  of 
new  operations  in  business  circles,  and  of  new 
appropriations  of  money,  the  movement  of  large 
sums  of  money  could  be  made  use  of  withoat 
disturbing  the  currents  of  trade  in  the  United 
States.  Large  sums  of  fifty  and  a  hundred 
million  dollars  were  placed  in  these  new  snb- 
Treasuries  all  over  the  country.  Availing 
himself  of  these,  instead  of  locking  up  this 
money,  he  put  it  into  these  sub- Treasuries,  or 
rather  left  it  there,  for  they  were  themselves 


subscribers  to  the  loan.  The  law  tails  kim  thst 
he  shall  take  dollar  for  dollar  of  tha  United 
States  bonds  as  aecurity  before  be  leaves  the 
money  in  these  sub-Treasuries.  That  be  did. 
The  law  aays  that  after  that  he  maj  pretcribe 
rules  and  regulations  in  reference  to  iheat 
depositaries,  and  that  he  did.  Thia  is  all  there 
is  of  it. 
I  now  read  from  his  report: 

**  It  was  alio  stated  in  th«  oiraUar  that  ■«  ti» 
bonds  qalled  shoald  mature  depoeits  would  be  draws 
from  the  several  banks  proportionately." 

That  was  the  regulation  which  he  publiiSied 
to  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three 
banks  which  I  have  here  appointed  aa  publie 
depositaries,  and  to  whom  ne  annonnced  o« 
the  10th  day  of  August,  in  a  circular  that  I 
have  here,  what  I  have  read  from  bis  report. 
That  the  Secretary  construes  aa  m  '*regak- 
tion,''  in  the  language  of  the  forty-fifth  aec- 
tion  of  the  nationsl  baAk  act,  jast  aocb  a  rale 
or  regulation  as  his  predecessors  adopted,  for 
they  nad  negotiated  through  these  banks  all 
the  great  loans  which  had  gone  before  this 
one,  and  through  this  machinery  almost  every 
dollar  of  bonds  of  the  United  States  had  been 
in  precisely  the  same  way  negotiated  in  this 
country  and  abroad.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
those  who  availed  themselves  of  this  adver- 
tisement of  his  saw  at  once  how  through  chia 
machinery  of  (he  law  they  could  get  some 
profit  out  of  the  money  which  the  United  States 

filaced  in  these  banks  as  public  depositaries. 
t  was  for  that  purpose,  that  it  might  not  bs 
abstracted  from  the  currents  of  trade ;  it  was 
for  that  very  purpose  that  the  machinery  of 
public  depositaries  in  the  national  b«nka  was 
created.  Otherwise,  the  money  mi^ht  as  well 
have  been  locked  up  in  the  sub-Treasnry  at 
Boston  or  New  York|  or  in  the  Treasucy  here 
at  Washington* 

Mr.  KEUR.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleaian 
a  question. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  did  not  ioterrnpt  my  frieed , 
and  I  wish  he  would  excuse  me.  What  I  shall 
say  will  go  for  what  it  is  worth.  Of  course,  if 
it  is  not  sound  I  shall  not  convince  my  diatia- 
guished  friend  from  Indiana.  That  1  do  not 
misstate  this,  since  my  iriend  riaea  np  there 
with  an  anxious,  doubting  countenance,  I  will 
read  the  law. 

Mr.  KERR.  If  the  eentleman  will  allow 
me  to  state  why  I  rose  he  will  better  under- 
stand what  I  want. 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  am  reading  the  statute. 

Mr.  KERIL     But  that  is  not  what  I  want. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  know  that  very  well.  The 
enactments  of  law  are  the  last  things  ray  friend 
wants. 

Mr.  KERR.  You  are  not  reading  it  for  me, 
and  the  statement  you  are  making  is  mislead* 
ing  the  House. 

Mr.  DAWES.    The  law  is  as  follows : 

"That  all  sssociations  under  this  act,  when  des- 
i^atod  for  that  purpose  by  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury,  shall  be  depositories  of  pablio  money , 
except  reoeipts  from  oustoms^ndersaohreralatioas 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  ^oretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury: and  they  may  also  be  employed  as  llaaQCial 
aaeots  of  the  Goverameot,  aod  the^  shall  perfana 
all  such  reasonable  duties  as  depositories  of  pablic 
money  and  financial  agents  of  tae  Government  m 
may  be  required  of  thorn ;  and  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
shr 


Treasary  shall  require  of  the  associations  tMs 
ifnated  satisiactonr  seoority,  b^  the  deposit  ol 
united  States  bona«  and  otherwise,  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  prompt  payment  of  the  public  money 
deposited  with  them,  and  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties  as  flaaneial  ageataof  the  Qov- 
•rnmaat." 

This,  then,  is  the  existing  law.  K^w,  I  have 
before  me  a  notice  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  28Ui 
of  February,  in  which  is  contained  a  list  of  the 
banks  that  he  designates  as  public  depoaitariaa 
which  he  invites  to  act  as  agents  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty  of  negotiattiig  the  booda. 
On  the  10th  of  Augost  he  ifsoed  hia  regnlib- 
tion  thai  the  banks  which  had  acted  as  pab- 
lic  depositaries  should  know  that  the  whole 
amount  which  is  in  one  bank  should  not  be 
drawn  out,  and  all  the  money  left  thai  ia  i« 
another  bank ;  that  they  shoald  know  that  a 
uniform  rule  would  be  adoptad,  aod  Uuai  it 
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abonld  be  drawn  'proporttonatelj  as  the  bonds 
mature  from  all  the  banks.  That  is  all  the 
agreement.  It  worked  so  that  the  money 
remained  on  deposit  for  three  months,  and  it 
bad  the  efifeet  that  wliaterer  proiiis  the  batiks 
could  make  out  of  this  machinery  of  the  law 
they  did  make.  They  made  ii,  not  because 
of  the  conlraots  which  the  Secretary  made 
with  them,  but  ihe  law  of  the  laud  gave  it  to 
them  as  an  incident  of  their  appointment  as 
public  depositaries.  The  law  that  req^uired 
the  purchase  of  bonds  and  the  calling  m  of 
the  five-tweaties  in  three  months  thereafter 
inevitably  produced  this  result,  that  three 
months'  interest  upon  the  five-twenty  bonds 
woold  be  lost  to  the  United  States,  because  the 
gold  coin  was  in  one  hand,  and  the  other  hand 
was  reached  out  a(^r  the  bond.  It  took  thre« 
months  to  get  hold  of  the  bond,  as  the  law  pro- 
vided ;  in  the  meantime,  the  money  lay  idle  to 
the  Government  in  the  Treasury.  That  was 
contemplated  and  understood  by  those  who 
enacted  the  law  of  14th  of  July,  1870.  It 
was  declared  that  it  would  be  unreasonable 
to  give  less  than  three  months'  notice  to  the 
holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  when 
their  interest  should  cease.  The  British  con- 
sols have  one  year's  notice ;  we  have  given 
three  months.  Practically  when  the  three 
months  had  expired  $17,000,000  of  these  bonds 
were  still  outstanding;  and  to-day  $14,000,000 
of  these  $100,000,000  of  bonds  are  still  out- 
standing, and  will  probably  never  come  into 
the  Treasnry  until  the  nextx^oupons  are  pre- 
sented for  payment.  But  that  has  nothing  to 
do  with  (he  arrangement  of  the  Secretary  of 
tJje  Treasury. 

One  moment  farther  before  I  ask  the  ques- 
tion, how  came  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  enter  into  this  arrangement?  I  have  6rst  to 
inquire  whether  in  all  this  there  is  the  slight- 
est iota  of  departure  from  the  law  of  the  land. 
If  there  is,  1  want  to  know  where  it  is.  The 
law  requires  of  him  to  give  three  months' 
notice  to  the  holders  of  the  five- twenty  bonds, 
and  he  could  not  give  that  notice  beforehand, 
because  he  could  not  know  that  when  the 
three  months  expired  he  would-  have  any 
money  with  which  to  meet  it.  He  could  not, 
before  he  had  got  his  **  proceeds,"  purchase 
his  bonds  without  running  the  risk  that  when 
he  had  got  his  bonds  the  money  might  fail  to 
come.  That  must  have  been  seen  by  those 
who  clothed  him  with  the  power  and  reqaired 
bim  to  fund  this  debt.  Therefore  he,  as  every 
other  business  man  would  do,  has  sought  to 
carry  out  the  most  difficalt  part  of  the  law  first, 
namely,  to  negotiate  his  five  per  cent,  bonds. 
When  be  bad  done  that,  he  called  upon  the 
holders  of  the  five-twenties  to  bring  in  their  five* 
twenty  bonds  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
My  friends  on  the  other  side  have  sought  to 
makeont  tbat  he  has  overstepped  that  author- 
ity by  giving  them,  in  addition  to  this  three 
months'  interest,  the  odd  days  that  intervened 
between  the  day  they  subscribed  in  Angust 
and  the  1st  day  of  September,  w*ien  he  made 
this  call. 

Now,  that  requires  us  to  look  into  the  nature 
of  the  proceeding.  I  admit  that  the  call  of 
the  10th  of  August  intimates  that  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  month  and  at  the  beginning 
of  each  subsequent  month  he  will  call  in  an 
amount  of  five-twenty  bonds  corremonding  to 
the  amount  which  had  been  subscribed  in  that 
month.  That  is  what  is  stated  on  the  lOth  of 
August;  that  was  the  condition  of  things  on 
that  day.  He  states  here  in  his  report  that 
the  subscriptions  to  the  five  per  cent,  loan  had 
reached  sixty-five  million  dollars  or  there- 
abouts in  this  country,  and  there  had  stopped ; 
it  had  come  to  an  end.  He  sought  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  which  were  contemplated 
when  the  bill  was  passed ;  to  seek  a  market 
abroad,  and  to  avau  himself  of  the  credit  of 
Ihe  United  States  in  foreign  countries.  There 
came  to  him  this  offer  firom  those  whom  gen- 
tlemen call  the  syndicate.  I  do  noiknow  What 


it  is,  nor  do  I  care.  There  came  to  him  an 
offer  from  bankers  abroad.  What  was  that 
offer?  It  was  that  they  would  take  of  the 
United  States  loan  $5,000,000  each  month 
until  April,  if  they  could  have  tbe  privilege  in 
April  of  taking  the  balance  or  not  as  they 
pleased.  He  tells  you  that  he  modified  thai 
I  proposition,  and  finally  entered  into  an  a^ee* 
ment  with  them  to  this  effect:  that,  first  of  all, 
there  should  be  reserved  of  the  five  per  cent, 
bonds  remaining  $50,000,000  to  the  people 
of  this  country,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
$65,000,000  that  had  been  taken,  would  make 
$115,000,000  of  the  $200,000,000  of  that  loan ; 
then  diey  might  have  the  privilege  of  sob* 
scribing  $5,oS),000  a  month  until  ihe  Ist  of 
April ;  and  then  to  take  the  rest  if  they  wanted. 
He  says  he  provided  that  all  this  should  be 
done  through  the  national  banks  of  the  United 
States,  that  he  would  know  no  foreigner^  no 
foreign  banking- house  or  banking  institoiton. 
My  irieeds  on  the  other  side  have  ignored 
that;  yet  there  it  is  in  the  Secretary's  state- 
ment : 

**  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  snbsoriptiont  shoald 
all  be  BMtde  throuf  h  national  banks,  aiid  oertiftoates 
of  deposit  therefor  issued  by  said  banks  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasary,  bonds  to  be  lodged  with  the 
Treaaarer  of  the  United  States  for  the  amoaat  of 
the  deposit.'' 

And  when  my  friend  from  New  York,  who 
seemed  to  care  more  about  his  philological 
researches  into  the  origin  of  the  word  *'  syndic- 
ate," &Ch,  than  about  the  real  merits  of  the 
case,  was  in  the  committee- room  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  first  question  he 
put  to  the  Secretary  was,  **Pray,  what  is  a 
syndicate?"  The  Secretary  replied,  "I  do 
not  know  anything  about  the  syndicate;  I 
know  no  one  in  this  transaction  mit  the  First 
National  Bank  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
That  bank,  whoever  stands  behind,  has  sab- 
scribed  every  dollar  of  this  loan  that  was  not 
before  taken  bv  the  banks  of  the  United  States. 
I  do  not  doubt,"  said  the  Secretary,  "that 
there  were  men  at  home  and  abroad  who  stood 
behind  that  bank  and  said  to  it,  *  We  will  take 
portions  of  this  loan  off  your  hands ;  we  will 
distribute  it  among  our  customers;  we  will 
negotiate  it  for  you.'  But  this  bank  was  the 
only  party  that  dealt  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.''  And  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Kbrr,]  when  he  made  hie 
speech  complaining  that  the  Secretary  had 
violated  the  law  by  nsing  the  banks  abroad, 
which  could  not  be  called  national  banks,  and 
oould  not  be  made  depoeitories,  had  two  Usts 
of  subscriptions  footing  up  the  entire  amount; 
and  it  wan  the  First  National  Bank  of  the  city 
of  Washington  that  took  this  whole  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  millions. 

Mr.  BECK.  Allow  me  to  say  right  here  that 
we  had  a  listshowing  that  not  one  dollar  of  that 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  millions  was  ever 
deposited  in  the  First  Natidbal  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington or  any  other  bank,  and  all  the  pnblic 
records  show  it.  I  ask  the  gentleman  wneiher 
that  is  not  true?  I  have  here  the  official 
naoer. 

Mr.'  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  called  for 
a  statement  of  the  deposits  in  the  national 
banks  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  gave  the  deposits  of  the  current 
funds  of  the  United  States  in  the  several 
banks.  This  matter  of  the  loan,  being  sepa- 
rate and  distinct,  was  reported  to  us  in  another 
form  and  another  list;  it  did  not  enter  iato 
the  inquiry  concerning  the  deposits  of  the  cur- 
rent funds  of  the  United  States — ^the  funds 
used  every  day — amounting  to  about  fifteen 
million  dollars,  which  were  scattered  all  over 
the  United  States,  and  had  no  reference  what- 
ever to  tbe  matter  of  this  loan.  My  friends 
on  the  other  side  have  got  this  list  of  deposits 
of  current  funds,  and  they  say  they  do  not  find 
in  it  this  one  hundred  and  seventeen  millions. 
They  do  not  find  it  there  because  it  was  put  in 
another  list. 

Mr.  BECK.    Does  not  the  chairman  of  the 


oommttlee  know  that  the  mOnoy  never  left 
London?  Let  him  say  he  does  not  know 
that  it  never  left  London.  We  know  it  never 
left  there.  There  are  men  on  this  floor  who 
know  that  tbe  money  was  never  in  that  bank. 

Mr.  DAWBS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  speak  of 
facts  as  they  appeared  before  the  committee.  I 
will  have  no  dispute  with  my  friend  about 
what  he  knows  and  I  do  not  know.  I  know 
this 

Mr.  KBRR.  It  was  never  stated  before  the 
committee  that  this  money  was  deposited  with 
these  national  banks,  nor  was  there  any  evi« 
dence  before  the  committee  that  it  was  so 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
Secretary  testified  before  the  committee  that 
the  banks  which  subscribed  this  money 
were - 

Mr.  KBRR.  I  am  speaking  of  the  syndic- 
ate money. 

Mr.  DAWES.    So  am  I. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  say  it  never  was  in  these 
national  banks  as  a  deposit  of  public  money, 
and  that  against  it  they  never  gave  any  secur- 
ity to  the  Government. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  for  the  protection  of 
the  Chair  in  my  right  to  the  floor.  Mr.  Speaker, 
there  was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  before  the 
committee  to  controvert  what  I  now  say,  that 
every  one  of  these  banks  who  subscribed  this 
money  did  it  in  gold  certificates  deposited  in 
the  Treasury  of  tbe  United  States,  badied  up 
by  bonds  of  the  United  States,  dollar  for  dol- 
lar ;  and  we  have  a  list — the  gentleman  has 
appended  a  copy  of  this  list  to  his  speech — in 
which  it  appears  that  the  First  National  Bank 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  subscribed  gold 
certificates  to  the  amonnt  of  $117,000,000; 
that  the  other  banks  subscribed  some  fourteen 
million  dollars;  and  that  $64,000,000  had 
been  np  to  the  1st  of  September  already 
redeemed. 

Now,  sir,  as*I  was  about  to  say,  on  the  lOifa 
of  August  what  was  the  condition  of  things  Y 
The  arrangement  had  been  made  that  these 
banks  should  subscribe  $6,000,000  a  month, 
and  corresponding  with  their  subscription  ai 
the  beginning  of  every  month  the  Secretary 
announced  on  the  10th  of  August  that  he 
would  call  in  a  oorrespondine  amount  of 
bonds  at  the  beginning  of  each  month,  and 
this  arrangement  would,  he  supposed,  con- 
tinue till  the  1st  of  April.  But  before  the  Ist 
day  of  September,  in  the  month  of  August, 
after  that  10th  day  of  August,  the  whole  sum 
was  subscribed.  The  whole  som  having  been 
subscribed  in  one  month  instead  of  oontmntag 
from  month  to  month  nntil  April,  the  notice 
he  gave  on  the  10th  of  August  became  inop- 
erative. In  the  light  of  the  agreement  they 
had  the  right  to  take  the  whole  of  it  at  once, 
but  no  one  supposed  they  would.  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Washington  subscribed  what 
had  never  been  known  in  history  before, 
$85,000,000  within  two  days. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  coun^, 
not  even  when  the  patriotism  of  the  conntry 
backed  up  a  subscription  to  the  pobiie  fond, 
when,  as  in  this  case,  nothing  but  the  offer  of 
ittierest  and  profit  compelled  men  to  make 
subocriptions  to  the  public  fond,  was  it  ever 
known  the  faith  of  public  men  of  this  nation  in 
its  credit  and  resources  was  sneh  as  to  indace 
them  to  subscribe  $200,000,000  in  a  single 
month  to  the  bonds  of  this  nation.  It  was  a 
tribute  from  those  who  stand  with  their  hands 
on  the  public  pulse,  and  whose  judgment  of 
moncry  transactions  is  quite  as  good  as  that  of 
my  distinguished  friend  from  New  York,  not 
only  to  til e  legality  of  all  these  transactions, 
but  to  the  ability  and  dispositioii  of  the  nation 
to  meet  its  obligations.  It  was  the  judgment 
of  the  financial  worid,  at  least,  that  the  meas* 
ures  of  the  Secretary  were  in  conformi^  wHh 
law,  for  without  that  conformity  tbe  whole  loan 
was  void.  They  have  answered  this  accusa* 
tion  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  York,  and  tbe 
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Secretary  standft^Acqaitted  before  the  finsncnal 
world. 

At  onoOf  in  one  moaihU  timci  it  brought 
.$200,000,00^  out  of  the  business  of  the  na- 
tions, at  home  and  abroad ;  brought  it  from 
the  Pacific  railroad,  that  oflfered  its  bonds  at 
seven  and  three  tenths  per  cent,  interest  in 

§oldy  backed  op  by  a  domain  equal  to  many 
•tates  of  this  Union,  out  of  all  the  enterprises 
in  which  men  make  iuTestments,  and  put  it  in 
ihese  beads  of  the  United  States  4  by  men  who 
weve  too  well  acauainted  with  these  matters 
not  to  know  cleany  whether  or  not  the  policy 
of  the  Seccetary  was  in  strict  conformity  to 
the  law.  fie  had  thus  thrown  upon  his  hands 
unexpectedly  the  sum  of  $180,000,000  of 
money,  which  was  presented  to  him  on  the  Ist 
day  of  September*  On  that  day  he  called  for 
$100,000,000  of  the  five-twenty  bonds.  (Gen- 
tlemen complain  and  want  to  know  vhy  he  did 
not  call  for  $180,000,000  of  these  bonds;  I 
will  tell  you  why.  Here  was  the  subscription 
of  a  single  bank  for  $86,000,000  of  these  bonds, 
and  here  was  a  subscription  of  $200,000,000 
in  a  single  month,  and  the  slightest  public 
revulsion  between  the  1st  of  S^tember  and 
the  Ist  Deeember  might  crush  the  whole  con- 
cern. He  therefore  acted  like  a  prudent  man. 
If  the  whole  sobscription  should  fail,  with 
$60,000,000 subscribed  by  other  national  banks 
and  by  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  he  could 
take  care  of  the  $100,000,000.  When  he  got 
into  Deeember  and  found  the  money  was 
actually  in  the  vaults  behind  the  subscriptions, 
and  it  was  not  a  paper  subscription,  he  called 
$20,00^^000  more  on  the  7th  of  December, 
and  on  the  20th  of  December  he  called  yet 
another  $20,000,000.  And  to  show  my  friend 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerb]  that  he  does  him 
injustice  in  saying  he  wished  merely  to  ^re 
these  parties  longer  interest  in  thus  postponing 
these  latter  calls,  in  calling  for  $20,000^000 
on  the  20th  of  December,  he  gave  notice  that 
the  $20,000,000  called  on  the  7th  of  December 
^ would  be  paid  immediately  on  preeentaUon  at 
the  IVeasury,  Uiat  they  would  be  paid  instantly 
if  they  woald  present  them,  xet  he  states, 
whatever  construction  these  gentlemen  may 
put  on  the  language  of  his  circular  issued  in 
one  condition  of  things  on  the  10th  of  August 
and  desired  to  operate  on  another  state  of 
facts,  be  slates  in  his  report,  and  it  has  never 
been  contradicted,  never  by  any  fact,  that  all  the 
use  these.parcies  got  of  this  money  was  three 
months  and  no  longer.  That  was  all  they  got. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  why  he  called  ibr 
$100,000,000,  and  not  for  $130,000,000,  the 
^aet  amoimt  that  had  been  subscribed.  It 
was  that  be  might  walk  safely  with  the  public 
interest  and  the  public  funds  in  his  charge, 
and  feel  the  strength  of  the  parties  subscribtnjg 
for  them,  and  see  what  would  be  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  trade,  and  that  the  exigencies  which 
might  possibly  arise  might  not  find  him  with 
more  bonds  in  the  Treasury  than  he  had  act" 
ually  means  to  meet.  The  whole  amount  of 
interest  these  partiesgot  was  only  Uiree  months. 
He  carried  out  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  acted 
in  every  t^speet  as  a  prudent  roan  in  accom- 
plishing the  result  of  funding  $200,000,000 
of  five- twenty  bonds,  which  bonds  bore  aa 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  bonds  bearing 
an  interest  of  only  five  per  cent. 

Sdp,  this  answers  the  indictment.  If  this  be 
true,  he  is  entitled  to  an  acquital,  whatever 
may  be  the  opinion  of  this  House  upon  the 
economy  of  the  operation.  He  is  not  arraigned 
for  want  of  eoonomy ;  he  is  arraigned  for  a 
violation  of  i»w^  To  th«t  indictment  he  pleads ; 
to  that  indictment  be  has  answered.  This  is 
his  coarse  of  proceeding,  and  he  is  ready  to 
abide  the  judgment  of  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck] 
say* he  pursued  a  course  not  warranted  by  the 
law  in  empWjring  these  agents.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
believQ  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
who  undertook  to  prove  that  the  Secretary  bad 
not  carried  oot  ihie  true  meaning  of  this  law 


by  peading  Uie  language  of  the  then  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  when 
the  bill  was  before  the  House,  had  read  the 

Saragraph  through  and  not  stopped  in  the  mid* 
le  of  a  sentence,  drawing  his  pencil  between 
the  words,  so  that  by  no  accident  should  he 
read  the  sentence  through,  he  would  himself 
have  shown  to  this  House  that  the  very  course 
the  Secretary  pursued  was  that  foreshadowed 
by  General  Scnenck  in  the  very  paragraph  of 
which  my  friend  from  Kentucky  reaa  a  part. 
But  not  a  word  of  that  other  portion  of  the 
paragraph  did  my  friend  read. 

When  this  funding  bill  was  up  there  was  a 
prejudice  in  this  country  i^ainst  that  special 
f^ncy  which  had  by  former  Secretaries  been 
employed  exclusively  for  the  negotiation  of 
former  loans.  A  great  banking-house  in  this 
nation  had  had  the  exclusive  right  to  negotiate 
these  loans,  and  had  employed  other  banking- 
houses  and  other  agencies  under  them  at  a  cost 
to  the  United  States  ol  one  per  cent,  instead 
of  one  half  per  cent.;  and  tbey  bad  amassed  a 
large  fortune  under  this  system.  And  there 
was  a  prejudice  against  it  which  the  gentlesaan 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  over  the  way  rec- 
ognized and  tried  to  prevent.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Wood,] 
referred  to  this  in  the  debate  when  the  bill 
came  back  from  the  committee  of  conference ; 
and  against  that  point  Mr.  Schenck,  then  chair- 
man of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
uttered  what  my  friend  from  fcentudqr  [Mr. 
Beck]  read,  as  follows: 

'*  One  of  the  modifioatlons  to  which  we  eoneented  to 
par  bill  was  to  a  partof  the  fifth  section  of  theSenate 
btU  that  aatborited  the  appointment  of  acents  to 
negotiate  the  bonoU,  and  provided  asamnotexceed- 
tosone  half  of  one  percent,  for  the  expense  of  pre* 
parittff.  issatog,  and  dispotiof  of  the  sane.  We 
obtjected  to  the  employmeot  of  ageats,  and  that  part 
of  the  section  was  abandoned  by  the  Senate,  but  we 
agreed  that  the  Secretary  might  use  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  half  of  one  per  oeat.  for  the  parpoBe 
of  engraving,  printing,  iasuinf ,  advertising,  and  dis- 
posing of  the  bonds.  In  doing  this  it  is  with  the 
assurance  and  unders tanding  that  there  will  be  no 
attempt  to  exeretse  the  power,  not  given,  to  appoint 
special  agents." 

Here  my  friend  stopped,  right  in  the  middle 
of  the  sentence,  and  1  want  to  read  it  out  in 
order  to  show  that  it  was  contemplated  that 
the  Secretary  should  do  precisely  what  he  did 
here — advertise  it  to  the^  whole  world,  open  it 
to  eveiybody,  solicit  ev^ybody.  I  will  read 
what  followed,  separated  only  by  a  pencil  mark 
of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  and  a  semici^on, 
fnom  what  he  read : 

'*  But  they  will  go  oa  employing  and  ooaimiesioning, 
and  those  who  do  the  business,  whoever  they  may 
be,  who  exercise  any  agency  in  patting  the  bonds 
on  the  market,  will  receive  their  commission.  In 
other  words,  it  will  open  the  iMnds  to  everybody, 
but  there  can  be  no  special  agents." 

Mr.  BECK.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question. 

Mr.  DAWES.    Very  well. 

Mr.  BECK.  DM  I  not  send  the  gentleman 
the  book  less  than  a  minute  af^r  I  read  from 
it,  and  marked  just  as  it  is  now?    And  I  may 

Saving  which  would  resuUfrom  the  conver9i(m  of  the  six  per  cent,  securities  of  the 
into  the  Jive  per  cent,,  four  and  a  half  per  cent.f  and  four  per  cent,  securities  of  the  Ooverw 
mentj  issued,  or  to  be  issued,  under  tike  act  of  July  14,  1870 : 


say  that  the  meaning  of  that  is  open  to  ^ 
world. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Yes,  my  friend 
guilty  of  any  concealment,  and  I  do  ni 
him  for  that.  I  only  say  that  if  he 
the  paragraph  through,  and  not  stopped  where 
he  did — that  is  all — ^he  would  have  shown  that 
while  the  argument  of  General  Schenck  was 
against  this  special  agency,  ibis  exeloaw 
monopoly  which  had  existed  np  to  tfcst  dnw, 
he  contemplated  the  taking  of  one  half  ofoas 
per  cent.,  and  with  that  employioir  anybody 
who  would  work,  and  giving  thena  such  cos- 
mission  as  he  could  agree  with  then  to  give 
them,  and  the  payins  tor  it  ont  of  this  one  half 
of  one  per  cent.  That  is  what  he  laid,  ia  so 
many  words.  Now.  what  does  the  Semtary 
do?  1  have  given  toe  list  of  one  hundred  «id 
eighty-three  of  the  banks  which  have  beea 
appointed  depositories,  and  the  advertasemea 
from  February  to  August  was  addressed  10 
everybody,  offering  every  one  of  the  banks 
one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  for  their  effbru  ia 
doing  this.  And  when  these  men  who  acted 
through  the  bank  in  the  District  of  Colnmfaia 
took  the  balance,  and  he  reserved  $50,000,000 
further  for  the  American  market,  he  provided 
that  the  bank  which  should  take  this  sfaouM 
have  one  eighth  of  one  per  cent. ,  and  thnt  these 
men  who  took  the  balance  shonld  have  the 
remainder  of  the  half  per  cent. 

Sir,  a  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  What 
has  been  the  result?  My  friends  have  Bgar^ 
up  the  enormous  amounts  which  these  meo 
have  made,  and  charged  it  over  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  United  States.  Now,  they  ouide 
It,  not  out  of  the  United  States,  altbcogfa  if 
they  made  one  tithe  of  it  beyond  the  $875,000 
which  the  Secretary  says  is  all  they  got  ont  of 
the  half  per  cent.,  if  they  made  a  peony  beyond 
that,  it  has  been  by  the  use  of  that  nuachiaay 
which  the  law  of  toe  land  has  enabled  them  to 
use  to  their  own  thrift  and  profit.  Bat,  air, 
take  their  figures;  take  the  largest  of  their 
figures;  take  it  that  it  has  cost  the  United 
States  $8,000,000  to  negotiate  these  hoods; 
take  it  that  if  the  balance  of  the  loan  shall 
be  carried  out  in  the  same  way,  it  will  cost 
$24,000,000;  (that  is  not  the  fact ;  there  is  bo 
truth  in  it,  though  my  friends  believe  it  to  be 
true ;  the  figures  are  just  what  I  have  stated ; 
but  take  it  as  they  ctaim,)  and  what  has  the 
United  States  made  by  the  operaUon?  Is 
negotiating  this  $200,000,000  they  have  made 
$2,000,000  a  year,  or  $20,000,060  at  the  end 
of  ten  years,  without  interest,  and  $26,000,000 
at  compound  interest,  which  is  now  worth 
$14,840,000.  That  is  its  present  valae  today. 
Garry  out  the  same  arrangement  with  regard 
to  the  eutire  loan,  and  at  the  end  of  thirty 
years  we  shall  have  made  $1,778,900,000.  Ic 
order  to  exhibit  the  matter  more  clearly  I 
append  a  table,  for  which  I  iMn  indebted  to 
Mr.  B.  B.  Elliott,  the  accomplished  statistician 
of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  whose  calcolatioas 
no  one  ever  doubts : 


Annual  rate  of 

interest  payable 
on  bonds  in  semi- 
annual    inttall- 
ments. 

How  soon 
redeemable. 

Amoant  of  savins. 

Quantity 
aathorixed. 

Investfaig  semi- 
annually at  six 
per  cent,  annual 
interest  to   end 
of  period. 

Without  regard 
to  investment  of 
interest. 

Presaat  value  of 
aasaming       mbI- 
anonal  invettmeat 
at  six  per  oent.  aa- 
anal  interest. 

$200,000,000 

300,000.000 

1.000.000.000 

5  per  oent. 
4i  percent. 
4  per  cent. 

10  years. 
15  years. 
30  years. 

$26,800,000 

117,10^000 

1,630,000.000 

$20,000,000 

67,500,000 

600.000^ 

$11810i€00 

48^290.009 

276.700,000 

$1.500.000jOOO 

4.23* 

213  years.t 

$1,773,900,000 

$687,500,000 

$330^790.000 

*  Average  per  cent. 


t  Average  time  to  ron. 
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Sir,  it  does  not  and  W«.  Tbs  effect  of  the 
■acceu  of  this  fandinr  of  $200,000,006  bw 
been  M  m  •trengtben  um  pablio  credit  aa  to 
render  it  ne>r1;  certain  Ibst  the  bBlaBce  can 
be  fnnded  at  foar  per  ceot.  I  hold  in  mj  hand 
an  oxiraet  from  a  letter  of  the  Asaietant  Sec' 
ratBTT  of  tbe  Treaaary,  Hr.  RicbardaoD,  writ- 
tea  from  London  on  thii  sabject,  tailing  what 
IB  the  jodgmant  of  the  goferuar  of  the  Bank 
of  Bnglaad  apon  this  policy  ef  tbe  Becretarj 
af  the  Tieaaar7.  It  ia  dated  Deoember  80, 
1871.     He  Nji: 

n  intirriew  with 


tbaBredit  of  the  nation  and  pa7ttii 

and  aatliad  we  ahoald  aeon  be  able  to  boirow . 

M  fonr  par  lanL  Snob  aaptinmU  fraia  Iha  aor- 
ernorof  the  Bank  of  Bod  and  obd  not  fail  of  faaTio( 
a  farorabla  aflhot  npoD  our  neanriliBi." 

Sif,  the  Secietar;  turns  from  Lbii  punj 
vraignment  to  the  nublic  judgment  upon  hla 
course.  Having  reduced  the  public  debt  bj 
about  1300,000,000,  and  gold  from  ihirty-nine 
to  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium,  and 
having  bj  funding  $200,000,000  of  that  debt 
tioi  onlj  taved  $26,000,000,  but  aaeured  a 
saying  of  $300,000,000  more,  whatever  may 
be  the  vote  of  thiBHouHeupoa  this  resolution, 
be  can  turn  to  that  other  and  greater  verdict 
of  the  American  people  and  of  tbeconntries 
of  Europe  upon  the  course  he  has  puraued 
with  entire  aafet;  and  repose. 

aNHOLL^  BILU  UflHID. 

Mr.  BUCKLBT,  frotn  the  CotDmiltee  oo 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committed 
bad  examined  and  fbnnd  traly  enrolled  bills 
of  thefoTlowingtitles;  when  IheSpeakerBigned 
the  same : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  Ho.  3481  for  the  apportionmetit 
of  Bepreeentatives  to  Congreaa  among  the  sev- 
eral Statea  according  to  the  ninth  census ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1062)  to  admit  cerlatD 
machinery  imported  from  forergD  coontries 
free  of  du^;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1186)  in  relation  to  the 
embaaay  from  Japan. 

Mr.  BIRD,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
poned  that  the  committee  had  examined  and 
found  truly  enrolled  a  bill  of  the  following 
^tle;  when  tbe  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  487)  to  exempt  iheirou  steam 
ice-boKta  construcied  by  tlie  city  of  Philadel' 
phia  from  tbe  inspection  required  by  tbe  act 
of  Februarj  28,  1871,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  security  of  life  ou  board  of 
TCsseU  propelled  in  whole  or  in  pact  by  steam, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

NBflOiiaTiOM  or  I.OAH. 

The  8PGAKBR.  In  the  convflTtalioB  that 
occurred  in  regard  to  tbe  amendments  pend- 
ing, tbe  gentleman  from  Mew  York  [Hr.  Cox] 
was  nnder  the  imprenNon  that  the  Olobe 
■bowed  that  be  had  offered  his  amendment 
before  the  motion  to  recommit  waa  made. 
The  Chair  had  not  the  Globe  at  hand  at  the 
moment,  bnt  he  now  directs  the  reading  of  the 
proceedings  when  the   resolntion  was  intro- 

Hr.  COX.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  Chair.  I 
said  that  it  did  not  appear  in  the  Qlsfae  that  I 
bad  offered  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  For  the  aatiafBCtion  of 
the  Chur,  and  of  the  gentlemait  from  New 
Tork,   the  Chair  will  Iwve    tbe  proceedings 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"The  Bouse  procaaded  to  tbe  conilderstlon  of  (he 
l«portorthe  ConiDittee  of  Waja  and  Haini.  na- 
BmaMudlnctbeaiieptioaaf  llialallowins  rcaotnUoni 

"H-olaS,  That  in  Ilia  oDinlon  oC  thu  Hoiua  tbe 
SeeraluT  of  the  Treaaurr.la  Dwattatlus  the  loaa 
anlfaorlied  by  tba  aat  ofjatr  U.  IglO,  hai  nalthar 
laonaaad  tb*  bonded  debt  not  Inearred  an  aipaadi- 
tarqi»mran>jtola«. 

"Mr. D«wn.  iDow anlera ineuan  torMonmit 
this  raaolntlon  to  the  ooatmlltaa. 


"Hr.Oox.    I  dadro  ta oflbr  a  snbautate  for tha 

^Mr.  Dawks.    I  will  haar  It  read. 
"Tbe  ClaAr«ad  the  pr«p<i»d  nbatltnte  as  M- 

"^i»air«l.  That  IbaCnrnmitteeoFWari  and  Heani 
ba  initraeled  to  riport  the  bill  befare  tbempiobibit- 

anr  kind  to  anT,per»D  for  tb«SKle,BaaollatkiD.apd 

ini  tba  em p toy m ant  of  anr  a«aot  ciaept  a  proper 
offleer  of  tba  Traaanrr  Daputment  ftai  neb  aala, 
Daaoliatlon  and  axohansa, 

''Hi.  Dawks.    I  oumot  admit  that  dqw." 

The  SPBAXER.  The  Chair  ia  very  glad 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  agrees 
with  him. 

The  question  was  cpon.  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  Hr.  Daves  from  tile  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  KERR  and  Hr.  BECK  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were — 


So  the  resolution  waa  adopted. 

During  tha  call  of  I  he  roll, 

Mr.  RANDALL  aud:  Hr.  Shebwood,  mj 
colleague,  is  absent  oo  account  of  a  death  in 
his  family.  If  he  were  present  1  am  certain 
he  would  vote  in  the  negative. 

Mi.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  that  the  modon  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  uUe. 

Tha  lattai  moliou  wa*  agreed  to. 
HHsaai  THoa  tbk  sunn. 

A  message  fron  the  Senate  waa  eommnni- 
eated  by  Hr.  GoiWiN,  ila  Secretary,  infsmiiDg 
the  House  that  the  Senate  bad  passed  witboat 
amendment  a  bill  of  the  Mlowiag  title : 

A  bill  (fi.  R.  No.  I0T6)  esUblishing  CMlain 
post  roads  in  Yermont. 

OHDBR  or  siuiHxaa. 


Mr.  CONNER.     I  desire  to  make  a  parli*- 
nenlaty  inquiry. 
TheBPBA£E&    The  Chair  will  h«ar  it 
If  r.  CONNER.    After  c«mpleliiig  tbe  com- 


aiderstion  of  tbe  Indian  appTopiiatio%  bill  in 
Conmitlse  of  the  Whole,  aud  the  bill  is  t«- 
ported  to  tha  House,  will  it  be  in  order  to 
atkr  an  amendment  to  the  bill? 

ThaSPEASEB.  It  would  be,ir  theHooea 
doea  not  aacood  the  dcm«ad  for  the  preriooa 
question. 

Mr.  CONNER.  If  tbe  Cbair  should  reeog- 
aiae  mo  it  would  be  in  orderT 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wonld  iwog- 
oixe  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  bill,  and 
that  Bet  beiag  the  fandeiaan  from  Texas,  [Hr. 
Conker,]  the  Chair  would  not  reat^ize  bin. 

Mr.  OONNEB.    I  desire  an  opportuaity-to 
oBot  an  ameadmeut  to  ihe  bilL 
AFPonnoNMEHT. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  in  receipt 
of  a  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate 
relating  to  a  matter  which  renders  it  neces- 
sary for  it  U>  be  acted  apon  aa  soon  as  pos- 
sible. If  there  ia  no  objection,  the  Clerk  will 
read  the  Tesolotiaa,and  it  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Houae  for  its  action  now. 

There  was  bo  oluaction,  and  the  Clerk  read 
as  follows : 

Ik  Swati  or  tbe  n>iiiD  States, 
/■ei™a™1.18TZ. 
Jlmlt*d  tv  iht  Awdi.  (tha  HoaieeoDann'iDc,>ThBt 
tha  Joint  OoBiniltbge  en  Enrolled  Bill*  bediteatad, 
io  examlaiu  tfaalUli  (H.B.  No.  au)  fartheaapo*' 
tioament  of  KepreaaDtatiTeala  Conaraaa  amoosUie 
■evaral  StUaa  aoaordlni  to  tha  ninth  aanina  to 
eorreet  aslerloai  error  In  tba  laitBectton  of  the  Mil, 
\a  wbiak  laitiaB  two  of  tba  faartMnth  amandiaaat 
to  tha  GaBstitutloD  of  the  Unlt^  Sutaa  is  referrad 
to  aiieetion  one  of  th»t  uneadmant. 

The  question  was  upon  ooncorring  id  the 
reaolution  ofthe  Seoote. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  apportioomeat  biU, 
which  is  now  on  the  Speaker's  tabla,  r«f«ni  to 
section  one  of  tbe  fourteenth  ameodtoaiit  to 
the  Coostitutiou  ;  whereas  the  inteodmealof 
the  Senate,  as  indicated  by  the  tcsolalion  juat 
read,  was  lo  refer  to  section  two  of  that 
amendoient.     The  Clerk  will  read  sectian  six 


"  Sac.  i.  That  ihoaMur  Stats,  aAar  tha  ^au* 
of  this  ast,  dear  or  abcldce  the  rukt  of  Mir  of  the 
mala  lutaabltanU  of  mob  Statea,  balot  twentr-oaa 
reais  flf  are.  and  oltlfeaa  ot  the  Deilad  Btatea,  to 
VMS  at  tmj  eloattin  named  In  tba  Caaatitatioa, 
artiola  raurteeD.teotioBODe.eioeptrorpaTtieipatian 
in  tbe  rebellion  or  other  erlma,  tba  nnmber  of  Kep- 
leaentalivea  apportlanad  la  tali  aeL  to  saeh  State 
shall  boradaasdin  Iha prapoiiicnw blab  thanaiabar 
of  auob  malaslliauiaibaU  hava  to  tba  wbole  nnmber 
of  mala  oltiient  twentr-ona  roan  of  a(o  In  audi 
StMe." 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  concurrent  resolution  will  be  agreed  to, 
and  the  correction  as  proposed  by  tbe  Senate 
wilt  be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills. 

There  being  no  objection,  tbe  concurrent 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  reconsider 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted  ; 


and  also  moved  that  the 
be  laid  on  the  Uble. 
Tbe  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

■DDOinOMAI.  f  DND. 

Mr.  BRIGHT^  I  atk  oitaaimons  coQsent 
that  a  sabstitute  which  I  desire  to  oSfar  for  the 
educational  bill  of  tbe  Committee  on  EdutM- 
tion  and  Labor  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Here  being  no  oDjeetion,  it  was  so  ordered. 

OBDXK  01  BDSINBSa. 

Mr.  SABOBNT.    I  now  that  lh%  Hotm 
resolve  itaalf  into  tba  Oonantloe  of  tha  Whole 
of  the  tTmoD 


Mr.L.MTERa.        .  __ 

of tbecomnutteaa,  partlcnlaclrlbe Oommhtee 
on  Patents,  which  will  nextba  called,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  ask  the  Hooae  to  iota  down  the 
motianoflhegentleman  from  California,  [Hr. 
Sakoiht,  ]  so  that  the  busineaa  of  the  moming 
honr  may  jpcoeeed. 

The  SFGAKEB.  The  qnestioa  is  for  the 
House  to  decide.    Tba  fnlleman  from  Call- 
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fornia  has  the  right  to  make  the  modon. 
Should  it  prevail,  the  House  will  of  coorse 
reeolre  ttsMf  into  CooMiiittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  Should  the 
motion  not  be  sustained,  then,  on  the  demand 
for  the  regnlar  onkr^  the  morning  hour  will 
begin,  and  the  Committee  on  Patents  will  be 
ealled.. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  We  can  never  ac^onm 
unless  we  get  through  with  the  appropriation 
bills. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sjlrgbwt  there  were— 
ayes  91,  noes  86. 

Mr.  L*  MYERS.  I  must  eall  for  tellers.  I 
think  the  business  of  the  committees  ought  to 
proceed. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sargent  was  agreed  to. 

ALASKA  9BAL  VISHBRIES. 

Mr.  SHELL  ABARGER.  I  hope  that  before 
we  are  declared  to  be  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  I  may  be  permitted,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  ask  the  House  to 
pass  a  bill  which  ought  to  be  passed  speedily 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  require  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  May  I  state  to 
the  House  wfant  this  bill  is?  We  have  an  inter- 
est in  Alaska  in. the  matter  of  sealskins 
amounting  to  $317,000  a  year.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  our  agent  should  be  there,  as  every 
gentleman  knows,  at  n  particular  period  of  the 
year  to  take  charge  of  that  interest.  That 
period  ia  now  at  hand.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  sent  us  this  bill  with  the  request 
thai  w«  pass  it  promptly  to  enable  him  to 
appoint  the  requisite  agents  to  take  care  of 
that  interest.  I  trust  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion, and  that  the  biH  may  be  now  passed. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  will  not  object  if  it  does 
not  lead  to  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  bill  will  be  read. 

Mr.  SHELLABAItGER.  Let  me  state  that 
I  have  been  directed  unanimously  bv  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  report  the  bill. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  m  the 
first  section  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  authorized  to  appoint  one  agent  and  three 
assistant  agents,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the 
management  or  the  seal  fisheries  in  Alaska, 
and  tne  performaaoe  of  svch  other  duties  as 
may  be  assigned  to  them  by  tbd  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  a^ent  is  to  receive  ten  dol- 
lars per  day ;  ope  assistant  agent,  eight  dollars 
per  day,  and  two  assistant  agents  six  dollars 
each  per  day  while  so  employed  ;  aud  they  are 
also  to  be  allowed  their  necessary  traveling 
expenses  in  going  to  and  returning  from  Alaskai 
for  which  expenses  vouchers  are  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury.  Such  expenses,  however,  are  not 
to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  $600  each  in  any 
one  vear ;  and  the  agents  are  never  to  be  inter* 
ested,  directly  or  tndirectly,  in  anv  lease  of  the 
right  to  take  sealS|  or  any  proceeds  or  profits 
thereof,  either  as  owner,  agent,  partner,  or 
otherwise.  The  'iieoond  seeCion  authorizes  the 
Seccetary  of  the  Trpatury  to  ereot  a  dwelling 
upon  each  of  the  islands  of  iBt.  Paul  and  St* 
Ueorge  for  the  use  of  the  agents,  the  cost  of 
both  dwellings  not  to  exceed  $6,000.  The 
third  section  empowers  these  agents  to  admin- 
ister oaths  in  any  cases  relatinff  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  testimony  in 
Alaska  to  the  use  of  the  Government  in  any 
matter  eoneenring  the  poblic  revenues. 

The  8P£AS£B.  Will  the  House  give  its 
onanimout  «onaent  ta  the  consideration  of  this 
biU  at  the  prceeni  time} 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
reference  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  The  bill  is  the 
nnadinions  report  of  the  Cotnmittee  on  Com> 
merce. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  seems  to  me  it  ought 
to  KO  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
I  object  to  its  consideration. 


MliSAOS  VROM  THE  PEB8IDBNT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Horace  Porter,  oue  of  his 
Secretaries,  who  also  informed  the  House  that 
the  President  had  approved  and  signed  a  bill 
of  the  following  title: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1051)  to  change  the  times 
for  holding  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Cox  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  1)92,  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  th&  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  fulfilling  so-called  treaty  stipulations  with 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June 
80,  1873,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Atsiniboines: 
For  thia  amount,  to  be  expended  in  saoh  gooda, 
provisioDt,  and  other  articles  as  the  President  may, 
from  time  to  time,  determine,  indnding  insurance 
and  transportation  thereof,  in  instructing  in  agri- 
cnltural  and  mechanical  pursuits,  in  providing  em- 
ploy6s,  educating  children,  procuring  medicine  and 
UMoical  attendance,  care  for  and  support  of  the 
aged,  sick,  and  infirm,  for  the  helpless  orphans  of 
said  Indians,  and  in  any  other  respect  to  promote 
their  comfort,  civilisation,  and  improvement,  $90,000. 

Mr.  CliAGETT.  I  move  the  following 
amendment : 

Add  at  the  end  of  line  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
the  following: 

Provided,  That  so  moofa  of  said  sam  of  fdO.000  as 
the  ohie£i  and  head  men  of  said  tribe  may  designata 
shall  be  expended  in  the  purohaae  of  stock  cattle 
for  the  benefit  of  said  tribe.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  euperiatendeni  havina  said  tribe  in  charge  to 
notify  said  ehiefs  aad  head  men  of  this  provision  of 
this  act  at  least  one  month  prior  to  the  time  of  dis- 
trfbaing  their  annuities;  and  all  oattle  purchased 
shall  be  turned  over  to  said  ehieft  and  head  men  for 
distribution  among  the  members  of  said  tribe,  and 
said  oattle  shall  be  under  the  exclusive  oare  and 
control  of  the  Indians  to  .whom  they  may  bedistrib- 
imed,  respectively. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
offered  this  amendment  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  its  adoption  b^  the  committee, 
if  possible,  as  applicable  to  this  particular  sec- 
tion, butof  obtainmgan  expression  of  thesense 
of  the  members  of  this  Honse  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  a  change  in  the  mode  in  which  these 
annuities  are  distributed  among  these  Indian 
tribes.  Yesterday  the  geiitlemao  from  Wis- 
consin, [Mr.  ELORtDOBj  in  response  to  the 
rosa* colored  statements  madeoa  this  floor  in 
reference  to  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
civilization  of  these  Indians  in  the  la^  year  or 
two,  called  attention  to  the  fact  there  was 
nothing  to .  show  for  these  large  appropria- 
tions expended  annually  by  the  Government, 
in  the  shape  of  actual  inducements  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians  to  go  to  work  and  culti- 
vate the  lands  of  these  reservations.  Count- 
ing out  the  Indian  tribes  partially  civilized, 
having  fixed  places  of  aboae  and  living  to  a 
great  extent' on  the  fruits-of  the  soil— counting 
out  those  Indians,  I  undertake  to  say  to-day, 
although  I  dislike  generalizations  of  this  kind, 
there  are  not  in  the  United  States  all  told  five 
thousand  acres  of  land  being  cultivated  by 
these  Indians.  I  am  aware  larger  returns  are 
made  in  the  reports  of  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment I  am  aware  there  is  a  larger  amount 
of  land  nnder  cultivation ;  but  it  will  be  found, 
on  examination,  to  be  the  case  that  the  work 
is  not  performed  by  the  Indians  themselves 
in  whose  behalf  the  appropriation  is  madCf 
but  by  the  white  employes  of  the  Government 
who  are  paid  out  of  these  annaal  appropria- 
tions. 

I  offer  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  interest  of 
the  Indians  thcmselvee  to  secnre  them  at  least 
from  the  polioy  of  civilization  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Govern  ment.  I  state  the  reason 
why  the  Indians  have  not  been  able  to  make 
more  progress  than  they  have  is  because  the 
policy  of  the  Govemmont,  though  right  so  far 
as  tliif  general  character  is  concerned,  has 


been  characterized  by  a  total  diare|;ard  of  the 
laws  which  govern  the  Indian  tnbca  ia  the 
details  of  these  Indian  approprtaiioa  btHa 
The  first  thing  you  have  to  do  to  orviHzie  the 
Indians  is  to  poy  some  regard  to  thoaa  ndcs 
of  action  which  govern  them.  I  say  the  prta- 
cipal  difficulty  iu  civilizing  these  Indians  hes 
in  the  fact  of  the  irksomeness  of  the  resuaiat 
imposed  on  them  while  they  dwell  npoa  thee 
Indian  reserrations.  Let  tbam  aattle  down 
upon  one  handred  and  sixty  acr«s  each,  and 
let  them  assume  the  employment  mad  ehaxac- 
ter  of  civilised  men. 

Now,  sir,  this  amendment  does  not  propoM 
to  take  a  single  dollar  from  the  Treasmy  of 
the  United  States  beside  that  which  ia  almdy 
provided  for  in  the  bill.     It  simply  provid«a, 
in  case  these  chiefs  and  head  men  of^tba  tribe 
itself  consent,  that  such  a  portion  of  this  ap- 
propriation as  they  may  desigoatOv  and  ^ich 
will  not  t>e  in  violation  of  tlie  treaty  wnder 
which  this  appropriation  is  made,  shall  be  set 
apart  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  that  is  for  the 
purchase  of  these  cattle,  to  be  turned,  not  over 
to  the  Indian  agent  to  be  stolen,  bnt  over  to 
themselves  to  }Sb  herded ;  thus  trestiog  th^e 
Indiaiis  in  their  progress  to  civilization  at  that 
transition  point  m  pastoral  life  through  which 
the  experience  of  the  world  ahows  that  d1 
nations  and  tribes  have  tu  go  in  their  progress 
from  savagery  to  civilization.     Now,  sir,  as  I 
said  before,  the  trouble  is  to  get  the  Indian  to 
stay  upon  the  farm,  and  you  must   pay  eome 
attention  to  his  natural  desire  to  roam.     And 
this  amfeudment,  by  offering  him  some  indnce- 
ment  by  which  he  can,  in  taking  charge  of 
these  cattle,  move  frwa,  otto  place  to  another 
over  a  hmited  extent  of  cotratrj,  proTidesb  to 
a  limited  extent  at  least,  for  that  natuxml  aad 
inevitable  love  of  roaming,  While  on  the  other 
hand,  by  letting  bis  flocks  iucreaae  and  nHil- 
tiply  around  him,  with  a  comparatively  amaU 
amount  of  labor,  he  will  be  drawn  year  after 
year  with  greater  and  greater  airength  to  a 
condition  of  a  fixed  abode  and  industrioas 
labor  lor  the  purposes  of  civilisHtion. 

In  my  experience  upon  the  frontier  I 
have  seen  many  individuali  in  the  different 
tribes  who  have  procressed  until  in  the  course 
of  two,  three,  four,  five,  or  seven  yearj  they 
have  exchanged  a  savage  condition  for  a  civil- 
ized life.  And  I  desire  to  state  for  the  inform- 
ation of  this  committee  that  in  every  single 
instance  of  that  kind  they  have  first  goae 
through  ~  this  transition  period,  and  have  first 
invested  the  proceeds  of  their  labor,  h»ve  first 
invested  whatever  funds  they  may  have  suc- 
ceeded iu  obtaining,  in  cattle  and  stock  of  dif- 
ferent kinds.  And  it  is  Ibr  that  reason  1  offer 
this  amendment,  not  onhr  iu  reference  to  these 
particular  Indians,  but  if  it  meets  the  approval 
of  this  committee  I  propose  to  incorporate, 
at  least  so  fiir  as  the  tnbes  are  concerned, 
with  whose  condition  I  am  famiKar,  a  geoerml 
amendment  in  this  bill,  by  which  a  certain  poc- 
tiou  of  these  appropriations  can  be  applied  in 
a  manner  that  will  guard  against  theu  by  the 
agent  on  the  one  hand,  and  offer  aome  a«ar- 
ance  or  inducement  to  the  Indian  to  labor  oa 
the  other. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  suppose  that  my  elo- 
quent friend  from  Montan*  [Mr.  CutORr]  has 
moved  this  amendment  iu  good  faith.  And 
yet  it  is  not  welUad  vised.  T^propoaition  is  to 
take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  PicesidenU  or^  in 
other  words,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Intenort 
the  discretion  which  is  hem  given  him  to 
expend  this  appropriKtion  for  such  purposes 
as  ne  may  deem  be^  for  the  Indians,  witn  due 
regard  to  their  wishes  and  his  own  judgment, 
and  40  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians 
themselrea,  to  allow  them  to  say  that  the  whole 
appropriation  may  be  devoted  to  a  single  ohjeelt 
namely,  the  pnrohsse  of  beef  cattle.  The  ob- 
ject 01  these  beef  c  ittle  seems  to  be  to  fomidi 
a  sort  of  loadstone  which  will  attach  the  la- 
diafis  to  the  soil,  which  our  efforts  to  indaee 
them  to  cultivate  aud  thereby  feed  themselTea 
have  hitherto  failed  in  doing. 
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Kow,  I  do  not  know  UMt  the  gMiUeman  from 
Montana  [Mr.  Claobtt]  can  say  wico  refer- 
enee  to  ibis  tribe  of  Assiniboines  or  any  other 
of  the  scarcely  half-civilized  tribes  of  the 
moantaios,  that  the  present  of  a  drove  of  cat- 
tle, not  to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Indian 
agent,  not  to  be  like  other  property  there, 
kept  by  the  Government  for  their  use,  but  to 
be  given  np  to  the  absolute  control  and  admin-< 
istration  of  the  Indians  themselves,  as  they  see 
fit — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  can  say  that 
in  their  present  condition  of  civilization  the 
result  of  such  a  present  will  not  be  that  they  will 
consume  those  cattle  in  the  first  three  months. 
That  woald  be  the  most  natural  use  the  In^ 
diana  would  make  of  them,  and  when  they 
had  used  them  up,  they  would  mount  their 
muBtangs  and  gratify  their  roving  propensities 
by  going  off  in  the  pursuit  of  boTOlo.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  only  safety  in  Indian 
expenditures  is  in  leaving  them  iu  the  hands 
of  Qovernment  officers.  If  you  allow  the 
Indians  themselves,  with  their  childish  notions 
an^  improvident  habits,  to  say  what  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  the  appropriations  tor  their 
benefit,  and  on  what  articles  they  shall  be  ex- 
pended, yon  lose  all  reeponsibilitv  of  every 
Ktnd  for  the  money  you  expend.  It  seems  to 
me,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  this  amend- 
ment ought  not  to  prevail. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment'; 
and  there  were — ayes  twenty- four,  nOes  not 
counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  seyenth  of  twenty  iostall meats,  for  the  in- 
stmction  of  Indians  in  farming,  and  porabase  of 
••eds,  tools,  kc,  w  per  third  art&ole  treaty  of  April 
7.ia66»$800. 

Mr.  McCORMIGE,  of  Missouri.  I  move 
to  strike  out  that  clause,  and  I  do  it  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  one  feature  in  these  appropriations : 
all  through  the  bill  there  are  appropriations 
made  to  furnish  agricultural  seeds  to  the  In- 
dians, and  yet  it  is  well  known  to  gentlemen 
on  this  ioor  that  agricnitural  pursuits  cannot 
be  followed  by  any  one  without  animals  and 
stock.  I'he  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Montana  FMr.  Glaovtt]  to  give  to  these  lu' 
diaDS  stock,  cattle,  and  horses,  was  a  wise  and 
|;ood  proposition.  The  House,  however,  voted 
It  down,  and  yet  we  go  on  making  appropria- 
tions for  farming  seeds,  without  mazing  any 
appropriation  for  stock  to  work  the  farms  with. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  an  inconsistent 
policy. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  These  appropriations  are 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  treaties.  The 
treaties  with  the  Ghippewas  specify  the  arti- 
clee  and  amount  of  articles  which  they  shall 
receive,  and  we  are  rehired  to  make  the  ap- 
propriations. But  I  will  state  that  there  are 
m  every  reservation — I  will  except  the  reserva- 
tions in  Texas — but  upon  the  reservations  gen- 
erally, stock,  cattle,  and  horses,  which  are  in 
the  use  of  the  Government.  But  to  give  a 
hand  of  wild  or  half  wild  Indians  stock  or 
milch  settle,  with  the  idea  that  they  will  keep 
them  and  be  turned  into  a  pastoral  people  l^ 
that  circumstance,  is,  in  my  judgement,  the 
height  of  folly. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  will  state  to  my  friend 
from  California  that  the  reservations  in  Texas 
are  well  stocked  with  horses  and  cattle,  ibr  the 
Indians  have  stolen  some  two  qi*  three  million 
dollars,  worth  from  us  since  the  peace  policy 
of  the  Administration  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  Then  this  ameadment  oer^ 
tainly  does  not  need  to  apply  to  Texas. 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH.  I  desire  to  inouire 
of  some  gentleman  who  has  examined  these 
Indian  tn»ties,  whether  they  provide  that  we 
shall  furnish  the  Indians  with  seed  for  agri- 
cultural purposest  and  to  plant  annually? 

Mr.  SARGBNT.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EARNS  WORTH.  How  is  it  that  the 
Indians  do  not  raise  the  necessary  seed  every 
year,  and  that  the  Government  is  obliged  to 


send  them  the  com,  wheat,  and  other  grain 
necessary  to  sow  and  plant,  purchased  perhaps 
in  the  States  and  sent  out  to  the  Indians 
annually?  That  shows  the  folly  and  absurdity 
of  these  treaties  perhaps  as  much  as  anything. 
A  treaty  provides  that  from  year  to  year,  per- 
haps for  twenty  successive  years,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  send  them  their 
seed  to  plant  and  sow,  purchased  in  Illinoia^ 
and  Iowa,  and  transported  thousands  of  miles 
at  a  great  expense  to  some  remote  Indian 
agency.  What  do  they  do  with  the  seed  ?  Do 
they  raise  nothing  from  it? 

Mr.  CONNER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia will  allow  me  to  answer  that  question, 
I  will  say  that  they  invariably  pull  the  corn 
while  it  is  in  the  roasting-ear,  that  it  never  was 
known  to  mature,  and  that  there'bre  there  is 
no  seed. 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  I  wish  some  gentle- 
-man  WQuId  say  whether  they  raise  anything. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  can  answer  the  gentleman's 
question.  He  asks  what  they  do  with  the 
seeds.  They  take  the  machines^  the  mowing 
machiues  and  the  reaping  machines  sent  out 
by  the  Government,  and  burn  them,  and  cook 
the  beans  and  eat  them. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    The  absurdity  which  the 

Sentleman  points  out  I  realize  as  much  as  he 
oes;  it  has  been  going  on  for  years.  In  the 
last  Congress  we  broke  it  up  as  to  the  future. 
Does  the  gentleman  understand  that?  Where 
has  he  been  all  this  time?  He  has  been  here 
in  Congress  ever  since  my  recollection ;  I  had 
the  pleasure  6f  serving  with  him  In  Congress 
years  ago.  But  he  does  not  seem  to  have 
awakened  to  the  absurdity  of  this  tiling  until 
just  now. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  YeS;  I  always 
knfiw  it. 

Mr  SARGENT.  If  so,  then  I  beg  the  gen- 
tleman's pardon  r  In  the  last  Congress  we 
insisted  that  these  absurd  treaties  should  be 
examined  by  the  Senate,  and  that  no  more 
should  be  made.  Finally  we  wrested  from  that 
body  reluctantly,  at  the  end  of  a  conference 
between  the  two  Houses,  the  provision  of  law 
that  no  more  such  treaties  should  he  hereafter 
made.  But  we  cannot  escape  from  these  obli> 
gations  imposed  by  1;reaties  now  in  force,  and 
some  of  which  have  ^ears  yet  to  run.  This 
very  provision,  on  which  the  gentleman  makes 
his  point,  is  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  seventeenth  of  twenty  in&tallmettt<i  that 
we  have  agreed  by  treaty  to  make  to  this  par- 
ticular tribe  of  Indians^  But  no  more  oajses 
of  that  kind  will  be  presented. 

Mr»  FARNSWORTH.  Unless  the. Senate 
make  another  treaty. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  law  now  provides 
that  they  shall  not  do  it^  they  have  given  up 
that  right  by  a  statute  to  which  they  have  con- 
sent e<JL 

Mr*  FARNSWORTH.  They  are  above  all 
laws 

Mr.  BECK.  Allow  me  to  say^hat  that  wa9 
done  in  a  conference  committee  after  the  Sen- 
ate had  previously  broken  np  .two  conference 
ooouuittees  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  agreed 
to  in  the  third  conference.  At  a  previous  ses- 
sion of  Congress  the  Indian  appropriation  hill 
failed  to  pass  and  went  over^  as  the  result  of 
the  determination  of  the  House  to  have  no 
more  such  treaties  hereafter.  At  the  last  ses* 
sion  of  the  last  Congress  we  had  one  con- 
ference committee,  in  which  the  House  was 
imnsovable  in  that  determination,  and  then 
another,  both  of  which  failed  to  agree.  Then 
there  was  a  third  conference,  in  which  the 
Senate  agreed  to  a  provision,  which  was  pat 
in  statute  form,  that  no  more  such  treaties 
should  be  made ;  and  there  never  will  be  any 
more. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  I  with- 
draw my  amendment. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  renew  it  for  Uie 
purpose  of  saying  that  if  the  gentleman  irom 


California  [Mr.  Sakoent]  had  examined  the 
Globe,  or  had  noticed  what  took  place  in  the 
House  from  year  to  year,  he  would  have  dis* 
covered  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  I  had 
risen  io  oppose  as  strongly  as  I  might  the  ab« 
surdity  of  this  praotice  of  making  treaties  with 
these  little  ragged  bands  of  outlaws.  The  gen- 
tleman asks  where  I  have  been  all  this  time. 
It  seems  that  no  matter  what  law  is  in  force, 
or  what  we  may  say,  the  Senate  appears  to  be 
above  all  law  on  the  subject  of  treaties.  It 
makes  treaties,  as  it  has  a  right  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  do ;  and  after  making  a  treaty  they 
'then  oome  to  the  House  and  insist  that  we  are 
bound  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  that  treaty^ 
which  I  deny.  That  is  where  I  take  issue  with 
the  gentleman  from  California.  I  say  the  House 
is  not  bound  to  appri)priate  this  'money,  and 
the  Senate  cannot  bind  the  House  by  any 
treaty  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money.  If 
so,  then  the  Senate  may  deplete  the  Treasury  ; 
the  Senate  may  sell  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  the  Senate  may  purchase  another 
country  by  treaty,  and  Compel  us,  as  in  the  case 
of  Alaska,  to  appropriate  the  money  to  pay 
for  it.  According  to  that  idea,  we  are  only 
to  be  bound  to  the  car  of  the  Senate  and  to 
obey  its  bidding.  Why,  sir,  I  expect  that  if  I 
should  go  to  sleep  like  Rip  Van  Winklci  and 
sleep  for  forty  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  wake  up  and  return  here  to  this  House, 
I  would  still  hear  the  stentorian  voice  of  our 
Clerk  as  he  read,  ^'fortieth  of  the  hundred 
annual  installments''  for  the  Arapahoes,  or 
Crows,  or  Assiniboines,  for  sheep,  or  seed,  or 
clothing  of  the  most  modem  find  civilised  pat- 
tern, or  something  of  that  kind.  From  yea^ 
to  year  we  are  compelled  to  go  over  the  same 
thing,  to  come  up  to  the  same  point  of  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  out  some  of  the 
treaty  stipulations  with  ItTese  wild  Indians. 
And  the  moment  any  gentleman  rises  in  the 
House  to  oppose  such  things  he  is  met  with 
the  cry,  **Oii,  it  is  the  treaty;  it  is  a  secret 
treaty  which  the  Senate  has  made,''  and  in 
which  we  bstveno  voice^-  I  da  not  expect  to 
afifect  this  matter  at  all,  but  I  rise  to  protest 
that  the  Senate  has  no  right  by  treaty  to  bind 
the  House  ot  Represeotaiives  to  appropriate 
money. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Let  me  say  one  word, 
and  then  I  will  yield  the  rest  of  my  time  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Shanks,] 
who  I  ^e  is  seeking  the  floor. 

For  the  past  five  years  no  treaties  have  been 
mad^  with  Indian  tribes.  The  attitude  of  the 
House  on  the  Question  broke  up  that  system 
entirely.  The  House  hss  never  contested  the 
position  that  treaties  which  werA  made  prior 
to  1867,  duly  ratified  by  the  Senate  and  pro- 
claimed by  the  President,  and  under  which 
appropnations  have  been  made  with  the  con- 
oarrence  of  the  House,  should  be  carried  out 
In  regard  to  the  treaties  made  in  1867  we  took 
our  stand  and  said  that  we  would  not  provide 
£or  carrying  them  out,  because  they  had  never 
been  ratified  by  the  House ;  we  had  never  made 
appropriations  under  them.  But'«rith  refer- 
ence to  treaties  made  before  that  time,  the 
House  had  reoognised  them  by  making  from 
year  to  year  appropriations  to  cany  them  out. 
After  a  prolonged  eontest  between  this  House 
and  the  Senate,  it  was  finally,  by  a  compro- 
mise, agreed  that  aa  to  treaties  made  before 
1867  appropriations  to  carry  them  out  should 
be  SMule  until  they  ex)»ired.  That  was  fixed, 
so  fitr  as  that  Congress  eonld  biad  any  of  its 
successors.  But  as  to  the  fiiture,  the  Senate 
eoosented  to  give  up  ihe  exercise  of  this  power 
which  it  claimed.  It  "has  religiously  lived  up 
to  that  agreement,  and  so  has  the  executive 
depactmeat  of  the  Qovenimeat.  ' 

The  argument  which  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  FAXXSwoatE]  has  made  is  a 
fhmtliar  one  to  those  who  participated  in  the 
debate  which  took  place  at  the  time  this  sxetl- 
ing  question  was  under  discussion.  We  then 
claimed  that  the  Senatoy  io  its  exercise  Of  the 
treaty -making  power  under  the  Constitution, 
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bmd  no  power  to  compel  tlds  House  to  pat  its 
hands  into  the  TreMory  of  the  United  States 
and  make  approftriations  to  earnr  out  those 
treaties.  We  claimed  that  to  admit  sach  a 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  would  con- 
cede the  power  of  that  body  to  sever  the  Qov- 
emment ;  to  give  away  one  half  of  our  terri- 
tory to  some  foreign  nation  under  the  pretense 
of  an  exercise  of  the  treatjr-mdcing  power. 
The  whole  argument  upon  that  question  was 
exhausted  at  tnat  time«and  on  the  part  of  the 
House  it  was  so  conclusive  that  the  Senate 
gave  up  its  position. 

Mr.  BECK.  The  centleman  will  reeoUect 
also  that  we  went  so  mr  in  our  opposition  to 
the  ground  tak^  by  the  Senate  that  we  placed 
$2,000,000  in  the  hands  of  the  Presiaent  to 
be  expended  at  his  discretion  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Indians,  rather  than  submit  to  ue 
attitude  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    Yes,  shr ;  that  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  sought  the  floor  a  few 
moments  ago  to  say  the  identical  things  which 
the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  Sarobht] 
has  said  much  better  than  I  could,  that  those 
treaties  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
action  of  the  two  Hodees  we  ought  to  carry 
out ;  but  there  are  some  treaties  which  have 
not  been  so  confirmed,  and  which  ought  not 
to  be  carried  out 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  this  amoant,  or  so  maph  thereof  as  may  he 
neoeesary,  to  be  nied  at  the  diioretioB  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  carry  on  the  work  of  aiding  and  inatmeting 
the  PoDcas  fn  the  artaof  oivllisation,  with  a  view  to 
their  self-sopport  and  fbr  Bubsistenoe  and  clothing, 
•10.000. 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  move  that  the  committee 
now  rise.    It  is  a  quarter  after  four  o^ clock. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  upon  that  mohon.  To-morrow  and 
Monday  have  been  assigned,  I  believe,  to 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor. 

Mr. .  BIGGS.  I  do  not  tfainlc  there  is  a 
quorum  present. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  gentlemen  will  have 
patience,  I  think  that  in  lialf  an  honr  we  can 
finish  the  bill;  if  not,  I  will  assent  to  the 
motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Pottawatomiee ; 

For  permanent  annuity,  fai  silver,  per  fonrth 
articletriaty  of  Avgaat  8, 1706;  $418  85. 

for  permanent  annuity  JaaUver,  per  third  aKloln 
treaty  of  September  90, 1809,  $209  18. 

Mr.  N I  BLACK.  I  rise  to  a  (Question  of 
order.  I  wish  to  inqnire  wh^er  it  would  be 
in  order  to  a^ove  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill  to  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose  that  the  bill  be  reported  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass? 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  Yes,  sir.  My  object  is  to 
dispense  with  the  further  reading.  I  see  that 
there  are  about  thirty  pages  still  remaining. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  suppose  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  the  gentleman's  proposition ; 
b«t  there  are  two  amnbdments  whicn  I  want 
to  oflRsr  before  the  committee  risea. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  hope  the  arrangement  I 
•sasgest  may  be  made  by  general  consent 

Mr.  SAUGBNT.  So  far  osi  am  coooeraed, 
I  have  no  objection. 

.  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  motion 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to 
the  Honse  is.  of  course,  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  h  wiU  require  nnam- 
mons  oonsent  fbr  tho  committee  at  this  stage 
to  rise  asid  report  the  bill  to  the  House  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  pass.  If  there  be  no 
olijection  \t  can  be  done. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.    I  objoct. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  object,  unless  my  amend* 
ment  bo  considered  as  pending. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  willing  that  the 
gentleman's  amendment  shall  be  considered 

pending  in  the  Honse. 


Mr,  CONNER.  That  wUl  be  satisfactofy 
tome. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  move  that  the  commit- 
tee rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Aaerline  fifteen  hundred 
and  fifly,  on  page  64,  after  these  words : 

General  incidental  ezpeates  of  the  Indian  ser^ 
vice: 
Forf  urvey  of  Indian  reserves  under  treaty  stipula- 
Uons.  $55,000. 

I  move  to  insert  the  following : 

For  this  amount,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  commiaslon  of 

Sersons  serving  without  pajr  appointed  hy  the  Preri- 
ent  under  the  provisions  of  the  foarth  sectioa  of 
the  act  of  April  10, 1869,  the  sam  of  $15,000;  and  the 
said  commission  is  hereby  continued  with  the  same 
powers  and  duties  provided  by  law. 

That  is  the  peace  commission  of  which  Mr. 
Brunot  is  the  president. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  the  following  as 
an  additional  section.  It  is  the  same  one 
which  1  had  read  the  other  day.  It  asks  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  submit  a  plan  by 
which  some  of  the  absurdities  which  gentle- 
men  have  pointed  out,  and  which  I  feel  as 
keenly  as  any  man,  can  be  remedied  in  the 
future. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows : 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorised  and  re- 
qaired  to  prepare  and  submit  to  Confress  a  plan  for 
equitably  estinguisbing  as  far  aa  possible  the  sepa^ 
rate  claims  npon  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States  fbr  annuities  and  allowances  of  diminished 
ladiaa  tribes,  and  also  fbr  providing  on  a  nnifecm 
basis  for  all  Indians  who  are  collected  at  the  same 
agency. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     There  is  no 
objection  to  that. 
The  amendm^t  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.CLAGETT.  I  offer  the  following  amend* 
ment,  to  come  in  after  the  amendment  already 
adopted,  in  line  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty: 

It  Shalt  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  make  oarefal  inooiry  into  the  condition  in  point 
of  civilisation  of  the  several  tribes  mentioned  in 
this  a<^t,  and  wherever  be  shall  be  satisfied  that  any 
tribe  has  become  safficiently  civUised  te  take  care 
of  the  same,  he  shall  cause  such  an  amount  of  the 
several  appropriations  herein  as  he  ma^deem  proper 
to  be  expended  in  the  pnrobase  of  stock,  cattle,  or 
sheep,  for  the  benefit  of  the  several  tribes;  said 
oaUle  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men of  the  several  tribes  for  distribution  among  said 
tribes,  and  said  cattle  and  sheep  shall  be  under  the 
•zclnsive  eare  and  control  of  the  Indians  to  whom 
they  may  be  distributed  respectively. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    There  is  no  oi^ection  to 
that  amendment  in  that  form. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Texas 
[Mr.  Conneb]  being  considered  as  ofl^red  and 
rejected  in  thie  committee,  so  that  a  vote  may 
be  had  on  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  fbllows: 

Sso.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  all  citisens 
of  tl^e  United  States  shall  have  the  Hfht  to  file  their 
claims  with  the  Oommiasioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
damages  sustained  by  bands  of  Indians,  and  should 
they  establish  thb  same  by  proper  proon,  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  said  Oommissloner  of  Indian  Affairs,  or 
the  officer  discharging  his  duties,  to  audit  the  same, 
ohargiof  the  amount  so  awarded  to  the  tribe  of  In- 
dians  whom  the  proofs  may  show  perpetrated  the 
depredation,  and  the  claims  so  audited  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  Indian  appropriations  from  year  to  year, 
under  such  rules  and  restrictions  as  now  prevail  in 
the  Interior  Department  for  the  settlement  of  other 
legal  claims  against  the  €kneral  €k>vemment:  Pro*' 
fnmed,  Thatthifl  act  does  not  include  claims  anterior 
to  the  passage  of  this  act. 


Mr.  SARGENT.  There  are  a  great  nany 
reasons  I  could  give  against  the  sMoption  of 
this  Ameadmentk  I  now  move  the  oommittee 
rise  and  report  this  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  oommittee  accordingly  rose  i  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr,  Cox 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration, 
and  particularly  House  bill  No.  1192,  making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent 
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expenses  <tf  the  Indian  departoieot*  aad  for 
folfillin^  ao-ealled  treaty  stipnlatioaa  with  vad 
ous  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  coding  JmneSd, 
1878,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  bad  directed 
him  to  report  the  same  i>ack  to  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  now  yield  to  the  gea- 
tleman  horn  Texas  [Mr.  Cosnbr]  io  sabont 
his  amendment  io  the  House. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  submit  the  amendment 
which  has  just  been  read.  Two  naiontes  arc  all 
I  desire  for  speaking  on  this  aoacndmeat.  1 
offer  it  because  it  will  restrain  these  IndisBs 
and  keep  them  npon  their  reaervaiioB&  As  the 
matter  now  stands  they  raid  over  into  Teisi 
or  any  of  the  other  froatier  States  npoa  ths 
settlements.  Tou  go  to  their  reaervattoas  and 
you  cannot  claim  the  nroperty.  Bat  if  joa 
pass  tbiaamendment|  ana  allow  the  citiaea  who 
has  sustained  the  aamajse  to  go  there  and 
claim  his  propertyi  or  if  yon  provide,  ia  the 
event  of  the  property  having  been  sold  and 
disposed  of,  that  the  amount  ab«ll  be  dedueud 
from  the  annuity  of  that  tribe  of  Indians, 
yoa  will  place  a  restraint  npoo  theoi  whi^ 
will  stop  all  their  incursions  upon  the  trantasi: 
And  I  think  if  the  amendment  have  no  other 
effect  than  this  it  should  conunend 
the  favor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  1  hope  thai  the 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  1  deaire,  in  r^y  to  ths 
gentleman  from  Texas,  [Mr.  CoKNEBf  J  to  oc- 
cupy only  as  much  time  as  he  haa  done.  The 
policy  embodied  in  hb  amendment  was  tried 
for  a  number  of  yearst  and  was  found  to  operate 
in  this  manner :  that  persons  had  claims  against 
the  Indians,  either  true  or  ^Ise,  for  depreda- 
tions, which  would  absorb  nearly  or  whol^ 
their  annuities  to  make  them  good,  so  thai  tb« 
Indisns  were  left  starving  and  famished  aai 
naked  in  winter,  and  were  compelled  in  order 
to  subsist  to  depredate  upon  the  whitea.  And 
it  was  fband  necessary  by  Congreas — it  was 
done  deliberately  two  yeara  ago,  after  fall  de- 
bate in  Congress — to  change  the  policy*  aad 
fix  it  so  that  when  citixens  compkiped  of 
depredations  by  the  Indians,  they  ahoald  eons 
and  ask  their  relief  of  Congress.  And  ooase- 
qnenily  there  is  at  the  present  time  pending 
before  the  Committee  of  Claims — and  aooc 
befiire  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs — a 
namber  of  this  kind  claimsu  Bat  the  benefi- 
cial result  of  the  policy  U/W  being  pnrsued  is 
that  these  depredations  are  ceasing.  I  know 
the  gentleman's  eonsiiinents  have  a  good  deal 
of  trouble;  they  are  down  there,  a  long  way 
off;  but  we  are  extending  this  policy,  and  eo* 
deavoriog  to  protect  the  citizens.  I  can  teQ 
the  gentleman)  however,  tha^  the  noiicr  he 
recommends  has  been  tried  and  found  ineffect- 
ual, and  that  the  only  hope  we  have  of  prevent- 
ing Indian  wars  is  in  cariying  oui  our  obliga- 
tions to  the  Indians  in  good  wth,  and  allowing 
these  amounts  to  go  to  them.  I  call  the  pre- 
vious qnestion. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  desire  to  make  one  alight 
alteralion  in  my  amendment,  with  the  consent 
of  the  House,  before  the  vote  is  taken.  The 
amendment  as  it  is  now  drawn  operatea  ee 
claims  which  may  have  been  established  be- 
fore the  4lh  of  March,  1869.  I  propose  to  kt 
it  operate  only  from  the  passage  of  the  biU. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  will  be 
so  modified. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Thai  does  not  obviate  the 
objection  I  raised.  The  effect  of  nasaing  the 
amendment  would  be  that  of  simpSy  diverting 
from  the  Indians  the  bounty  of  the  Gov^n* 
ment. 

Mr.  CONNER.  Let  us  at  all  eveoU  have 
a  vote  upon  it 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  now  call  the  pievioos 
question. 

The  pioevious  question  was  seconded  aad 
the  main  question  ordered  en  the  hill  smd 
amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  no  seoaraie  vote  if 
demanded  on  any  other  amendment  reported 
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from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  than  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Texas,  [Mr.  GoknbrJ 
the  others  will  be  considered  as  concorred  in. 

No  separate  vote  was  asked,  and  the  other 
anoeodments  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Covnbr's  amendment ;  and  being  put,  there 
were-^-ayes  32,  noes  86. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McGORMICK,  of  Missouri.  I  rise  to 
make  a  pariiamentary  inqnirj.  Is  it  comj>e> 
tent  for  this  Hoase  to  pass  a  bill  without  its 
having  been  read  ?  That  is  the  condition  of 
this  bill  now. 

Mr.  TAFPE.  I  would  ttke  to  make  a  state- 
ment before  this  bill  is  Toted  on.  I  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the  bill 
not  OTer  fifteen  minutes  ago,  as  I  wished  to 
leaTe  the  Hoase  on  important  business,  that 
ke  would  not  proceed  beyond  a  certain  page.  I 
do  not  reflect  upon  the  gentleman,  because  he 
aays  it  took  a  **  shute  '*  he  could  not  control. 
What  that  was  I  do  not  know,  and  have  no 
means  of  knowing. 

The  SPBAKER.  The  Chair  most  state 
thai  he  is  not  ptesumed  to  know  (and  in  the 
particular  instenoe  .under  consideration  he 
does  not  know,  hayinv  been  absent)  what  is 
done  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole.  Where  a 
bill  is  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Chair  is  bound  to  take  the  bill  as  it 
at aads.  The  Journal  never  shows  any  record 
of  what  is  done  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
aad  there  is  no  mode  of  correcting  what  is 
done  there  except  in  the  committee  itself. 

Mr.  TAFFfi.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  understand 
that  well  enough,  and  I  have  no  desire  to 
reflect  upon  any  one  about  this  matter,  but  I 
desired  an  opportunity  of  offering  an  amend- 
ment, and  the  gentleman  from  CaKfomia  cer- 
tainly agreed  that  I  sboald  have  that  oppor- 
tonity.    He  will  not  deny  that 

Mr.  SARQENT.  The  gentleman  from  Ne- 
braska was  here  while  ameadmente  were  being 
otfered  at  the  dole  of  tke  bill,  and  if  he  had 
desired  could  have  offered  an  ameadment  at 
the  eadof  the  bill  as  other  gentlemen  did,  but 
he  did  not  avail  himself  of  that  opportunity. 

A  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
Ike  gentleman  from  Indiana,  f  Mr.  NiblaCck.] 
proposed  that  by  unanimous  consent  the  reaa- 
ing  of  two  thirds  of  the  bill  be  dispensed  with 
To  that  there  was  general  assent  in  the  com- 
mittee, aad  I  assented  among  others.  'I1iat 
was  the  condition  of  the  matter.  I  saw  the 
gentleman'  from  Nebraska  here,  and  he  had  a 
right  to  submit  his  amendment.  The  gentle- 
man from  T^xas  [Mr.  CoirKfcR]  offered  his 
ameodment,  and  the  gentleman  from  Montana 
[Mr.  Claqett]  offered  one,  and  I  myself 
offered  two  amendments.  The  gentleman  was 
here  then,  and  had  the  right  to  exercise  the 
privilege  of  offering  an  amendment  if  he  saw 
fit.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Texas  resembled  in  many  respiects 
the  amendment  which  the  gentleman  from 
Nebraska  inibrned  me  he  desired  to  offer, 
only  the  gentleman's  amendment  related  to 
the  Sioux  Indians,  and  proposed  that  their 
anmiitiee  should  be  responsible  for  depreda- 
tions committed  by  them.  Am  I  correct  in 
this?  That  was  my  nnderetniding  of  it,  and 
an  amendment  of  the  same  kind  was  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Texas. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  That  is  a  ver^  small  portion 
of  Uie  amendment.  I  would  still  like  to  make 
my  statement  of  the  matter.  The  gentleman 
from  California  agreed  that  he  would  not  let 
the  reading  of  the  bill  '^o  bevond  a  certain  point 
without  himself  movmg  thai  the  oommittee 
rise. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  And  I  say  that  the  bill 
never  was  read  within  twenty  pages  of  that 
point.     [  Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  TAFFE.    That  makes  no  difierence. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say 
that  my  colleague  on  the  Committee  oti  Appro^ 
priations,  from  California^  when  I  suggested  to 
Aim  a  method  of  expediting  the  consideration 


of  the  bill,  said  that  he  had  made  this  promise 
to  the  gentleman  from  Nebraska,  and  that  con- 
sequently he  should  be  compelled  to  move  that 
the  committee  rise  when  that  point  in  the  bill 
was  reached.  I  know  he  intended  to  carry  out 
his  promise  in  good  faith,  but  another  gentle- 
man made  the  suggestion  that  the  reading  of 
the  bill  should  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  com- 
mittee acceded  to  it,  and  therefore  mv  friend 
from  California  is  acquitted  of  bad  faith.  The 
res  had  dropped  out-^the  subject-matter  in 
reference  to  whidi  the  agreement  was  made-*- 
and  now  it  does  not  exist  any  longer. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Cbur  is  very  sure  it 
does  not  exist  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Nebraska  has  his  amendment  prepared,  I  have 
bo  objection  whatever  to  its  beiug  considered 
as  now  pending.  Let  him  present  it  now  as 
the  gentleman  from  Texas  has  done  his. 

Mr.  COX.  1  would  like  to  have  it  read.  I 
4o  not  quite  like  thia  way  of  dlaposing  of  im- 
portant appropriation  bills  without  their  being 
read  and  full  opportunity  afforded  for  the  offsr- 
iag  of  amendments. 

iheSPBAKEEL  The  Chair  will  recognize 
the  gentleman  from  Nebraska  to  offer  his 
amendment,  and  it  can  be  conskiered  as  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  ^ARQENT.  I  have  no  ofageetion  to 
tnatto 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Let  it  be  dcMie 
by  unanimoos  consent 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  so ;  it  is  only  fair  to  the 
gentleman  from  Nebraska. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  ought  perhaps  to  soy  in 
justice  to  the  gentleman  from  Cahfomia  that 
I  myself  made  the  motion  to  dispense  with  the 
further  reading  of  the  bill  and  report  it  to  the 
House,  and  L  did  so  without  consultation  with 
him.  I  was  wholly  unconscious  that  it  would 
involve  him  in  embarrassment  on  account  of 
any  agreement  be  had  made  with  the  gentleman 
from  Nebraska,  or  any  other  gentleman.  I 
made  the  suggestion,  and  it  seemed  to  meet 
with  so  much  favor  in  the  committee  that  I 
submitted  the  motion  whieh  prevailed.  If 
there  was  anything  wrouig  in  it,  I  am  respons 
ible. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohk>.  Oh>  '*  we  are 
all  hoBforable  men''  here,  and  it  is  all^^ht. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  1  believe  unanimoas 
consent  is  necessary  to  thi9  understanding. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  who  is  near  me 
[Mr.  McCormick]  heard  me  object  and  came 
to  ma  and  asked  me  to  insist  upon  my  ofc»ec- 
tion.  As  I  did  not  desire  t<>  be  disagreeable, 
and  as  so  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  in 
favor  of  the  arrangement,  I  did  not  insist  upon 
it.  But  I  for  one  do  not  approve  of  this  mode 
of  legislation,  especially  in  reference  to  Indian 
appropriation  bills.  I  would  like  to  have  this 
bill  considered  carefully  all  through. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleflton  had 
insisted  upon  his  objection  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  this  question  would  not  have  arises 
now  in  the  Hoase.  The  Chair  will  again  state, 
90  that  this  may  not  become  a  precedent^  that 
the  House  oanaot  take  cognisance  of  any  mis- 
understanding between  members  of  a  com- 
mittee, except  as  the  committee  itself  may, 
by  its  report,  bring  it  to  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  Clerk  will  now  read  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Nebraska,  [MrTAFTB.] 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  none  of  the  payoMnts  provkted  for 
^all  be  made  to  tribes  wbioh  are  at  war  with  the 
United  States;  bat  if  portions  of  such  tribes  shall 
remain  at  peace  and  observe  their  treaty  obliflra- 
tioDS,  payments  may  be  made  to  sach  parties  pro 
rato,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior :  And  provided  /urther^  That  all  moneys  or  arti- 
cles appropriated  by  this  act  shall  be  liable  to  the 
payment  for  depredations  committed  by  any  of  the 
tribes  named  or  contemplated. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  would  like  to  make  a  brief 
statement.  I  said  day  before  yesterday  that  as 
tbe  law  now  stood  no  money  appropriated  by 
the  Government,  no  article  contributed  by  the 
Government  to  these  Indians,  was  liable  for 


any  depredation  committed  by  them.  I^  other 
words,  all  tbe  depredations  that  they  have  here* 
tofore  committed,  and  all  that  they  mav  here- 
after commit,  under  the  law  and  under  the 
amendment  framed,  I  believe,  by  tbe  gentlemen 
who  now  has  charge  of  this  bill,  [Mr.  Sar- 
OBNT,]  were  to  be  exempt  from  all  claims  what- 
soever of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  And 
in  addition  to  that  we  make  an  appropriation 
to  prosecute  any  citisen  of  any  State  or  of  the 
West  who  even  pursues  upon  a  reservation  an 
Indian  with  a  horse  he  has  stolen.  I  hope  t 
may  not  be  misunderstood.  That  was  voted 
down  once  in  this  House  two  years  ago.  But 
as  the  law  certainly  is  now,  though  it  is  denied 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  [Mr.  SRAints,]  we  are  to  have  no  re- 
dress whatever ;  you  can  make  no  reprisal  under 
penalty  of  the  law;  and  there  is  an  appro- 
priation to  punish  you  for  pursuing  upon  a 
reservation  an  Indian  with  stolen  property. 
That  is  the  law  of  Congress  to-day.  1  offer 
this  amendment  so  that  there  shall  not  here- 
after be  a  premium  upon  robbery  aad  scalpe 
on  our  western  frontier. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Tbe  gentleman  says  I 
denied  that  that  is  the  law. 

Mr.  TAFFE.     You  said  it  was  not  the  lawu 

Mr.  SHANKS.  In  that  the  gentlemaa  is 
mistaken.  He  asked  what  the  remedy  was, 
and  I  said  that  by  the  law  of  1802,  reiinacted 
in  1884,  the  remedy  was  to  apply  to  the  Indian 
agents,  and  if  the  tribe  refbsed  redresa  then 
an  application  must  be  made  to  the  President 
for  payment  for  tbe  injury  4lone.  He  sakl  that 
in  1859  the  responsibility  in  that  regard  was 
taken  off.  I  do  not  negative  that  fact.  I  do 
not  recollect  it. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  now  ask  the  gentleman  if 
I  have  not  stated  the  law  correctly,  that  there 
is  no  remedy. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Thib  is  what  I  want  to  say 
now. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  rise  to  make  a  parliamentary 
in<]aif7. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  hear  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  KERB.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether 
the  two  provisos  of  the  amendment  offered 
bry  the  gentleman  from  Nebraska  [Mr.  Taite] 
cannot  be  voted  On  separately  ? 

Mr.  SHANKS.  The  last  proviso  would 
reenaet  the  law  which  has  been  repealed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  is  open 
to  amendment,  aad  the  gentleman  can  move 
to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the  second  proviso. 

Mr.  KBBR.     I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  S A  RG  ENT.  I  coneur  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kekr]  in  this  propri- 
ety of  striking  out  the  second  proviso  of  this 
amendment.  Congress,  aa  i  stated  a  moment 
ago,  carefully  considered  that  matter,  and 
upon  the  report  of  the  oommittee  adopted  the 
present  system.  It  is  better  to  prevent  dep- 
redations by  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Incu- 
ans,  than  to  appropriate  moo^  to  make  pay- 
ment for  their  depredationa^  to  compensate 
those  who  have  been  d^>redaied  upon.  The 
first  proviso  is  even  wone  than  thaty  so  far 
as  the  present  policy  is  concerned*  There 
are  appropriations  in  this  bill  nonmally  for 
the  beneot  of  the  Apaches  of  New  Mexico, 
but  they  may  be  considered  as  really  for  tbe 
benefit  of  the  white  oitisens  of  that  Territory. 

We  have  appropriated  in  the  bill  $250,000, 
to  induce  these  tribes  to  go  upon  reservations 
and  remain  at  peace.  They  are  now  at  war 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  think  I  am  speaking  within  booads  when  I 
say  that  at  the  present  time  there  is,  oa  the 
average,  one  murder  of  a  white  man  commit^ 
ted  in  that  Territory  every  day  b^  Indiana. 
We  want  to  stop  this  condition  of  things.  How 
rhttU  we  do  it?  We  tried  the  thing  with  the 
Sioux,  who  were  depredating  upon  the  whitee, 
committing  murders  and  other  outrages,  and 
enacting  deeds  of  fiendish  cruelty.  We  appro- 
priated nearly  two  million  dollara  in  order  to 
pacify — to  bribe,  if  yon  please — those  twenty 
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thoas&iid  ludiftitB.  They  are  to-day  al  peace 
with  the  Goverpment.  The  ezperimeDt  has 
succeeded.  But  if  there  had  beeo  a  provision 
in  the  law  that  none  of  the  money  appropri- 
ated shoald  be  expended  upon  any  tribe,  or 
part  of  a  tribe,  at  war  with  the  Government, 
the  whole  object  would  have  been  defeated, 
because  the  Interior  Department  would  have 
been  inhibited  from  paying  one  dollar  to  aid 
Indians  who  were  at  war. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  Do  you  want  to  pay  them  for 
being  at  war  7 

Mr.  SARGENT.  We  do  not  want  to  pay 
them  for  being  at  war,  but  we  want  to  go  there 
with  supplies  purchased  with  the  money  ap- 
propriated in  this  bill,  and  say  to  them,  **  Cease 
your  depredations ;  go  upon  the  reservations 
we  have  provided  (bryou,  and  we  will  feed  you. 
Do  not  steal  the  cattle  of  settlers  or  commit 
other  depredations,  bat  remain  at  peace,  and 
you  and  your  famUiee  shall  not  starve.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  are  able  to  give 
you  the  means  of  subsistence ;  they  are  wil- 
ling to  act  toward  you  witli  kumfinity  if  you 
will  go  upon  the  reservations  and  stay  there, 
and  conduct  yourselves  peaceably.  Here  is 
an  earnest  of  our  good  intentions ;  here  is  a 
part  of  the  goods  which  the  Goveronieni  has 
seat  you.''  By  such  a  policy  we  may  secure 
peace  with  these  Indian  tribes.  But  if  we  put 
the  money  into  the  Treasury  and  say  that  until 
the  Indians  have  become  pteceable  it  shall  not 
be  expended  for  their  benefit,  we  defeat  the 
very  object  of  the  appropriation.  It  is  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  are  at  war  that  we  want 
to  go  to  them,  and  by  means  of  the  supplies 
we  furnish  them  make  them  peaceable. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  You  propose 
to  buy  a  peace  7 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Yes,  we  propose  to  buy 
a  peace  with  these  Indians. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  And  to  boy  it  by 
presents,  &c.,  given  to  them  while  they  are 
still  at  war? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  We  propose  to  buv  it 
under  the  circumstances  as  they  exist.  They 
are  now  in  a  state  of  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment—partially or  spasmodically  at  any  rate. 
One  month,  perhaps,  they  may  be  living  peace- 
fully on  their  spoils  t  the  next  month  they  are 
on  the  war-path.  We  want  to  induce  these 
Indians  to  become  peaceable,  like  the  Semi- 
noles,  or  like  the  Greeks  and  Gherokees,  for 
whom  we  aris  now  talking  about  providing  a 
territorialgovernment ;  or  like  the  Pottawato- 
mies  and  Winnebagoes,  who  are  oiUzens  of  the 
United  States,  though  a  generation  and  a  half 
ago  these  Indians  were  carrying  bloodshed  &ud 
murder  ^1  over  the  Territories. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  7 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  always  glad  to  yield 
to  my  friend  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  From  all  that  I  have 
heard  in  listening  to  gentlemen  who  under- 
stand  the  character  of  the  Indians,  the  ground 
of  those  who  oree  these  appropriations  seems 
to  be  that  it  is  lor  the  interests  of  the  white 
people,  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives  and 
property,  as  also  that  they  may  have  a  slice  of 
these  appropriations  which  have  been  munifi- 
cently made  by  the  Government,  that  the 
Indians  shoald  remain  at  peace  with  them. 
JKow,  if  you  make  it  necessary  that  the  Indian 
tribes  should  be  at  peace  with  the  whites 
before  they  receive  any  of  these  appropria- 
tions, yott  secure  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  white 
settlers  to  keep  the  Indians  upon  their  good 
behavior,  and  also  make  it  the  interest  of  the 
Indians  that  they  shall  be  upon  their  good 
behavior  in  order  to  get  the  money.  More  than 
half— probably  nine  tenths — of  all  the  troubles 
arising  with  the  Indians  originate  with  the 
whites.  I  may  state  the  proportion  too  largely ; 
but  at  an;^  rate,  these  troubles,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, originate  ia  trespasses  committed  by  the 
whites  upon  the  Indians.  If  vou  say  to  the 
white  man  as  well  as  to  Uie  laaian,  that  none 
of  this  money  shall  be  appropriated  unless  there 


is  peace  between  the  Indians  and  the  whites, 
you  put  them  all  upon  their  good  behavior. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  resume  the  floor  for  a 
moment,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  the 
principal  obstacle  which  has  been  met  with 
m  carrying  out  the  humane  policy  of  the 
Government  is  in  the  mistaken  ideas  of  the 
frontiersmen.  My  friend  from  Texas  [Mr. 
Conner]  represents  fairly  the  opinion  of  the 

freat  body  of  the  white  people  upon  the 
^exas  frontier.  And  if  you  go  inte  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arizona,  or  into  some  parts  of  my 
own  State,  yoa  will  there  find  people  insisting 
just  as  earnestly,  and  in  equally  good  &ith, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  Indian  at 
peace ;  that  the  only  good  Indian  is  the  dead 
one.  Now  the  Government  does  not  think 
so,  and  it  is  not  the  policy  of  this  bill.  I 
think  that  will  be  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  therefore  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  regard  this  as  one  of  the 
most  important  measures  which  can  come  be- 
fore Congress,  and  as  I  intend  to  insist  on  the 
demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  I  now  move 
the  House  adjourn  so  as  to  take  the  vote  to- 
morrow when  the  House  is  fhll. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  no  objection  to 
taking'the  vote  to-morrow,  if  that  will. accom- 
modate the  eentleman. 

Mr.  CONNER.  Let  it  go  over  until  tomor- 
row.  It  is  too  important  a  measure  to  bevbted 
on  when  there  is  no  quorum  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  insist  on  my  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  insist  on  my  motion  to 
adionm* 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
88,  noes  59. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  order  tell- 
ers. The  prevlons  question  had  in  fact  been 
ordered,  but  was  waived  in  order  to  allow  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Nebraska 
[Mr.  Taffb]  to  be  offered;  and  if  there  be 
no  objection  the  Chair  will  consider  the  pre- 
vious questioh  seconded  and  the  main  question 
ordered. 

Mr.  HOAR.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  then  put 
the  question  to  the  House  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
eighty -seven,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CONNER,  fat 
four  o'clock  and  fifly-five  minutes  p.  m.,)  tne 
House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ACKER:  The  remonstrance  of  R. 
W.  Pascoe  and  101  others,  workers  in  the 
Lehigh  zinc  mines  of  Lehigh  and  Northampton 
counties,  Pennsylvania,  against  any  change  in 
the  tariff  laws  abating  duties  on  articles  suc- 
cessfully produced  in  this  country,'  urged  by 
the  Free-Trade  League,  and  prayinff  the  repesl 
of  all  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  arti- 
cles as  cannot  be  produced  in  the  United 
States,  and  also  such  adtjustment  of  duties 
as  will  encourage  and  defend  every  home 
industry  and  foster  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Charles  G.  Weiss 
and  51G  others,  workers  in  the  Allentown  roll- 
ioff-mill,  of  Allentown,  Lehigh  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, a^inst  the  change  in  the  tariff  laws 
abating  duties  on  articles  successfully  produced 
in  thisconntry,nrged  by  the  Free-Traae  Lesgue, 
and  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea, 
coffee,  and  such  other  articles  as  cannot  be 
produced  in  the  United  States,  and  also  such 
adjustment  of  duties  as  will  encourage  and 


defend  every  home  industry  and  foster  At 
honor  and  interests  of  the  American  laberen. 

By  Mr.  AVERILL :  The  peiitioe  <^  mer- 
chants of  Minnesota,  for  a  modificatioii  of  the 
tariff  on  certain  kinds  of  sugar. 

By  Mr.  BECK:  The  petition  of  William  M. 
Coffey,  guardian  of  John  T.  and  Wililaa  S. 
McGuire,  children  of  Benjamin  F.  McGsire, 
deceased,  of  Lincoln  county,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing that  a  pension  be  granted  to  them  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  services  of  their  father  ss  a 
soldier  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the 
late  war. 

By  Mr.  BIGGS :  The  remonstrance  of  Arc^ 
bald  Croaier  and  68  others,  workers  in  Pn^ 
Brothers'  factory,  and  others,  of  Wilmtngtea, 
Delaware,  against  the  change  in  the  tariff  bvs 
abating  duties  on  artieles  Bucceeafally  prodoeed 
in  this  country,  urged  by  the  FreelVade  LeagMr 
and  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea, 
coffee,  and  such  other  articles  as  cannot  be 
produced  in  the  United  States,  nnd  also  each 
adjustment  of  duties  as  will  encoorage  aad 
defend  every  home  industry  and  fosi^  the 
honor  and  interests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  John  P.  Edwmrds 
and  46  others,  workers  iq  machine  and  otfaer 
shops  at  Wilmington  and  vicinity,  Delawsre. 
against  'the  change  in  the  tariff  laws  abatinf 
duties  on  articles  successfully  prodaeed  in  thk 
country,  urged  by  the  Free-Trade  Leagoe,  sad 
praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  coffee, 
abd  such  other  articles  as  cannot  be  prodBce4 
in  the  United  States,  and  also  sooh  a^jvatncet 
of  duties  as  will  encourage  and  deraid  eveiy 
home  industry  aad  foster  the  honor  and  iater- 
ests  of  the  American  laborer. 

By  Mn  CLARKE,  of  New  York :  The  po- 
tions of  the  officers  and  trustees  of  the  Boekes- 
ter  Savings  Bank  and  the  Mechanics'  and  East 
Side  Savings  Bank,  of  the  eity  of  Rochesisr, 
New  York,  in  fiivor  of  abolishiag  the  tax  oa 
deposits. 

Also,  the  petition  of  manu&etorers  and  de^ 
ers  in  tobacco,  in  &vor  of  a  nnifbrm  tax  of 
sixteen  cents  per  pound. 

Also,  the  petition  of  dealers  in  wise  aad 
liquors,  in  favor  of  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
taxation. 

Bj  Mr.  ELY:  The  petition  of  the  BqaitaMe 
Savmgs  Bank  of  New  York,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  deposits. 

Also,  the  petition  of  8.  Fnnke,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  tax  on  cigars  mana&ictored  fer 
export.  * 

Also,  the  petition  of  Catherine  Ferry,  for  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  FARNSWORTH :  The  petition  of 
citisens  of  Aurora,  Illinois,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  duties  on  tea<  coflfee,  &c. 

By  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio:  The  petitioa 
of  William  Oliver  and  28  others,  soldiers^  of 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  pra^gthe  equnKxadoo 
of  bounty  mone^  and  for  bounty  land. 

Also,  the  netition  of  William  O.  Beed  and 
29  others,  sotdiers,  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio, 
asking  the  equalization  of  bounty  aad  for  boaaty 
land. 

By  Mr.  GETZ :  The  remonstrance  of  John 
L.  Seibert  and  46  others,  roanufacHirers  of 
cigars,  Ac.,  of  Womelsdorf,  Pennsylvania, 
i^ainst  the  change  in  the  tariff  laws  abating 
duties  on  articles  succesrfnilv  produced  in  thii 
country,  urged  by  the  Free^lVade  League,  and 
pnnring  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  colf«re, 
and  such  other  articles  as  cannot  be  prodaced 
in  the  United  States,  and  also  such  adjust- 
ment of  duties  as  will  encourage  and  defend 
every  home  industry  and  foster  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Bv  Mr.  GRIFFITH :  The  petition  of  Colonel 
D.  C.  McCoy  aud  96  other.'^,  citizens  of  Penn^jl- 
vabia,  and  late  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Ana? 
of  the  United  Stated,  pravingthe  passage  of  an 
act  giving  all  sokHers,  sailors,  and  marines  who 
enlisted  in  th^  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  suppression  of  the  late  robelHon,  and  who 
have  an  honorable  discharge,  and  to  the  hein 
of  those  that  are  deceased,  $8  89}  per  month 
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for  tlw  tMin  tim«  served,  dsdncling  all  Gov- 

emmeotbouiiif  heretofore  (laid)  alsOitoainend 
tbe twenty-fiiLh  seclioDofihe  aclappruTedJuly 
IC,  18T0,  BO  03  to  bUow  Boldiera  aad  Bailors  lo 
enter  tfaeamoDiit  of  land  (kerein  allowed  with' 
out  the  require  menu  of  iiettlemeiit  uad  culti- 

AUo,  the  remonalrance  of  James  Robirtaon 
»nd  GO  otbart,  workman  in  Kimberlyft  Filer's 
coal  bank,  of  Utckorj  township,  Mercercauatj, 
PeausTlrania,  against  tlie  cbungs  in  tbe  laritf 
Iawb  aootinK  dniiei  ou  artiulessucoessfulljr  pro- 
ducdd  in  thiE  countrj,  and  praying  tbe  repea) 
of  all  dutiea  on  tea,  coffee,  and  siicii  other 
Aitidei  ••  cannat  bs  produced  iu  the  United 
StateSf  vtd  also  such  adjustmeut  of  dniiea  or 
vill  BacMinige  aad  de&ud  avarj  home  iudua- 
try  and  foster  the  htinor  and  interaMi  of  the 
American  laborer, 

ByMr.UALOEMAN:  ThepeiitioaofitMni- 
erouB  citi^us  of  ^?^ighuvillc,  York  county, 
PenoBylvania,  Bgainst  a  cbaiige  of  eiisiiue 
tariff  laws,  in  so  far  as  tjiey  piotccC  Anverican 
iiiduatry,  and  in  favor  of  llie  rejieal  of  alldutioa 
upon  tea  and  coffi«. 

By  Ur.  IIAUBLETON :  Tha  petiliDn  of 
Catxain  Samuel  M.  T[nverEe,L.  E.  Karwin, 
and  260  olhui,  citiieaa  of  Daroheater  county, 
Uaryiand,  engaged  in  the  boating  buaineat, 
prayinfi  that  the  Baid  coanty  may  be  iaclnded 


Iftnd,  praying  a  BurTej'  of  the  bay  or  sound 
extendiug  ^m  the  Oehtware  line  throagh 
Worcefter  county  to  .Ghiaooloainie  inlet,  in 
Vireinia,  with  a  view  lo  Naio*hig  ebmuc- 

By  Ur.  EBLLEY:  The  reauMBtiance  of 
Vf.  H.  MaUillan  and  478  otbeca,  workere  in 
the  Faacal  iron-works,  Philadelphi*,  Ponasyl- 
TBDia,  againit  the  chanee  in  the  tariff  Uwa 
aba4in|^  dniiea  on  MlicreB  sncoMBfulty  ptti- 
dnced  lotbii  country,  nrged  by  the  Free-Trade 
Leagne,  nod  piayiog  iha  repeal  of  all  duties 
OD  toa,  coffee, .and  snch  ether  articles  as  can- 
not be  BUceMifully  produced  in  the  United 
Stalea,  and  alao  aneh  adjiiBtment  of  dtitias  as 
will  enooatafe  aod  defeoii  every  bom*  iaduB- 
try  and  Totter  'the  honor  and  interest*  of  the 
American  laborer. 

Alto,  the  renonstrance  of  Heai^  ft.  Green 
and  bO  others, worker*  in  the  BarkehiremillB,  of 
Philadelphia,  PeunsyWania,  against  the  change 
io  the  tariff  lawBabatiox  duties  on  articles  soc- 
Ceaalblly  produced  in  tbis  country,  orged  by 
tbo  Free-Trade  League,  end  prajhtg  the  repeal 
of  all  duties  ontea,cofce,  andenoEothererti- 
oleaatGannotbe  prodncad  in  the  United  StatM, 
and  .aleo  ndi  adjtwtment  of  dntieB  as  will 
encourage  and  defend  ereiT  home  indnstry 
and  foster  tbe  honor  and  interesta  of  the  Amer- 

AlsOflbe  remouBtrance  of  BdwanI  L.  Carey 
and  60  odierB,  uMoiben  of  tbe  While  fiall 
Agricultural  Association  of  Frederick  ooonly, 
Tirgini*,agaiaBt  the  change  in  the  tariff  laws 
•bUinic  dntjes  on  artidee  soceeBafalty  pro- 
duced iotfaiacountiT,  urgadby  tbe  Pre»-Trade 
Leagoe,  asd  prying  the  repe^  of  alldutieB  on 
tea,  coffee,  aad  •nob  other  articles  as  cannot 
be  produced  in  the  United  Slates,  and  also 
uch  adjustment  of  duties  as  wiH  encourage 
and  defend  ever;  home  industry  and  fbttertha 
honor  and  interests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  tbe  remonstrance  of  William  Righter 
and  79  oiliers,  workers  in  the  Tacony  chemical 
works  of  Philadelphia,  Penimylvania,  againsl 
the  change  in  the  tariff  Ibwr  abating  duliee 
on  articles  auccessfiilly  produced  in  this  coun- 
try! urged  by  the  Free-Trade  League,  and 
praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  coffee, 
and  such  other  nTticles  ss  oannot  be  prudneed 
m  the  United  States,  and  also  aneh  adjustment 
of  duties  ns  will  encanrage  and  defend  ever; 
home  induBtry  and  roster4he  honor  and  inter- 
Mta  of  the  American  laborer. 
ByUr.  KBLLOOO:  The  petition  of  Josiah 


fieab,  for  an  amendment  to  tbe  pension  law 
for  surriTing  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812. 

By  Mr.  LYNCH:  The  peUtion  of  Mrs. 
Mar^  A.  Chute,  of  Naples,  Maine,  prayiog  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  MONaOE;  The  petition  of  Judge 
Edward  Uall  and  97  others,  ciliieoB  of  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  ret^iin  the 
preiiBut  protective  duiiea  upon  American  in- 

Bv  Mr.  NIBLACK:  The  memorial  of  J, 
A.  Leruke  and  81  others,  citizens  of  Indiana, 

fraying  Coogress  to  grant  aid  lo  the  WeeUrii 
roti'BoBt  Bmldinz  Couipany. 
B;  Mr.  PACKER;  'l1>e  petition  of  Colonel 
Daiid  TaKgart  aiid  others,  officers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  praying  an  inereoBe  of 
the  pay  and  Hntary  of  paymujiterji'  clerks. 

By  Mr.  E.  H.  UOBBBTS :  The  petition  of 
citizens  of  Ouoida  connty.  New  York,  for  tbe 
reiieal  of  thedntyon  salt. 

Bj  Mr.  SUt)EMAKER;  Sundry  petitions 
of  ci^zeua  of  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  the  pnssxKe  of  House  bill  No.  CGO, 
gmming  bounty  lands  to  certain  pt-rsons  en- 
gaged iu  tti'i  military  and  iMval  servive  of  the 
United  Slnted  frum  and  after  the  4lii  day  of 
March,  18G1. 

BvMr.SLOSS:  TliepeLilionorofficereofthe 
Muthodiat  Epiecopol  cburoh  at  Decatur.  Ala- 
bamu,  asking  compensalion  for  their  house  of 
worship,  nhich  vrai  destroyed  by  the  United 
Slates  Army  during  tlie  Ute  war  lietweea  the 
States. 

By  Mr.  STOBM:  The  re mons trance  ofS.B. 
Si^oonouT  and  26  others,  workmen  of  Weath- 
erly,  Carbon  coonty,  Pennsylvania,  against  the 
change  in  the  tariff  laws  abating  duties  on  arli- 
eles  BucccflBruUy  produced  in  this  countiy, 
urged  by  the  Free-Trade  League,  and  praying 
the  repeal  of  all  duties  ooteo,  coffee,  and  such 
other  artif^es  as  eaunot  be  produced  in  the 
United  States,  and  also  such  adjustment  of 
duties  as  will  entourage  and  defend  every 
home  industry  and  foster  tbe  honor  and  inter- 
ests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  petition  of  7&  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  aod  late  aoldiera  of  tbe  Army 
of  the  United  States,  asking  ihe  passage  of  an 
act  giving  to  all  bo  Id  iers,  sailors,  and  tnarlnea 
who  served  during  the  late  war,  and  to  the 
heirs  of  thoBe  now  deceased,  the  sum  of 
$8  SSi  per  month  for  the  entire  time  served, 
dedncting  all  bounties  heretofore  paid,  and  (o 
change  Ihe  lawof  JnlylG,  1870,  ao  as  to  allow 
soldiers  and  sailors  to  enter  the  amount  of 
lands  tbereio  allowed  without  the  requirements 
of  settlement  and  ealtivation. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Abraham  Schropp 
and  997  others,  workers  in  the  Bethlehem  iron- 
woiki,  ofBethlehetn.  Pennsylvania,  against  the 
change  in  the  tariff  laws  DbatiDg  duties  on 
articles  HucceBBfunr  prodoced  in  this  countTj, 
urged  by  the  Free-Trade  I«ague.  and  praying 
the  repeal  of  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such 
other  articles  as  cannot  be  produced  iu  the 
t7nil«d  Sl«l«a>  wd  alao  saoli  a4J"*tmeat  of 
duties  as  will  enooarage  and  defend  erety 
home  industry  and  foster  the  hooor  and  inter- 
estsof  the  American  laborer. 

By  Ur.  SWANN :  Theraemorial  of  tbeChoc- 
taw  nation,  relative  to  their  daim  to  tbe  net 
proceeds  of  their  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
Stales  by  Ike  treaty  of  Dancing  Hahbit  oreek. 
Also,  two  petitions  from  busineoB  firms  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  praying  tbe 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt. 

By  Mr.  TWlCHELL:  The  petition,  of 
Franklin  Curtis,  for  ao  American  register  for 
brii  M.  L.  B. 

By  Mr.  WALLACE:  The  memorial  of  the 
Charleston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying 
Congress  to  restore  the  cotton  tax, 

Bj  Mr.  WALDRON;  The  Delilion  of  Ben- 

«'  ,inin  H.  Curtis  and  others,  ofMooroe  county, 
ichigan,  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  asking  the 
passage  of  an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers  $8  33^ 
,  per  month  for  the  time  served,  afler  dedncting 
I  any  Oovemraent  bounty  already  paid. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fbiday,  Februaiy  2, 1872. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.    Prayer 
b;  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Bcti.er,  D.  X>. 

The  Jouroal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

SKSeiOH  or  BITDBDAY. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Ur.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
a  privileged  question.  1  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  to-day  it  bo  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day. I  make  this  motion  with  a  view  to  an 
understanding  being  come  to  whether  we  shall 
adjourn  over,  or  whether  there  shall  be  a 
session  to-morrow  for  debate  only. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  tliink  there 
ore  some  gentlemen  who  would  like  to  speak 
to-morrow.  I  therefore  move  that  the  session 
of  to-morrow  be  for  debate  only  as  in  Cota- 
inittee  of  ibe  Whole,  no  buEinesa  whatever  to 
be  transacted;  I  shall  be  quite  satiified  if  that 
is  uieeable  to  the  House. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  OiariELD,  of  Ohio,  was 
agreed  to. 

Jfr.  GA&FIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider tbe  vote  by  which  tbe  motiou  was  agreed 
to :  and  alao  moved  that  the  motion  to  lecon- 
sider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Utter  motion  was  agreed  to, 
uaoAMZACioN  or  ikdun  isiBRiTOBy. 

Mr.  SHANKS,  by  unanimooB  consent,  ]nr«- 
sented  a  pretest  of  the  Ohoctaw  nation  against 
the  organization  of  the  Indian  territory  into 
a  territorial  nr  State  government;  which  nas 
referred  to  the  Cemmitlee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INTIRKAL  TAXES. 

Mr.  PECK,  by  unanimous  conseat,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  13SS)  to  amend  sec- 
tion thirty-five  of  an  act  entitled,  "An  act  to 
reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes;" 


The  SPEAKER.    The  bill  will  be  read  for 
information,  after  which  objections,  if  any,  will 

The  bill  was  read.    It  proposes  to  extend 
ct  entitled  "An  act  to 


3  privileges  of  the  act  e: 
red uoe  internal  taaes,and  for  otoer  purpoBca, 
approved  July  14,  ISTO,  to  the  port  of  Toledo, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  hill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  bein^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PECK  moved  to  recon Bid er  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  t>e  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CHICAGO  KBLiar. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURQ.    1  ask  n 


tee  of  Ways  and  Means.    I  desire  to  have  the 
memorial  read. 

The  memorial  was  read,  as  follows : 

Si.  Lecu.  HtSSODii..  /Mnwry  1, 1S7S. 
Ban.  A.  VuntLaaHiBe  wd  Han.  EaAStos  Wrllb  i 

Pleue  havo  the  foUowinc  praambU  BBdnmla- 
tloDS  ^ruootad^te  both  Houioi  W  CanKiBSS  at  the 
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„    .0  lh«  PrMidMt  of 

ina  tMUmto,  6p«>k>r  of  tb>  Bodh,  and  ths  Bon- 

S«aii«i»l  dalicMioa  from  thi*  Stat*,  a  oopr  of 
MO  rMolatloDi." 

Tha  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wa;s  ftnd  Meftna. 

JAHU  I>B  LDNO. 

Hr.  FRTE,  by  nuanimouB  content,  reported 
back  from  the  Committee  of  Claima  the  peti- 
tion of  Junsi  De  Lao^  for  oompeDMtion,  and 
movad  that  that committae  be  diKhkr^ed  from 
tbs  further  coDtideratioa  of  tha  peliuoo,  and 
that  it  be  referred  Va  (ha  Committee  on  For- 


n  Affai. 
The  motioa  i 


w  i^ead  to. 

I.   W.   ttUINK. 


of  J.  Yt,  Qninn;  which  wai  read  a  Srst  and 
second  time. 

Hr.  MOORE.  I  ask  unanimoaB  consent  to 
have  the  bill  put  apon  its  pauage. 

Tbs  bill  vas  read  for  information.  It  direela 
the  Secrelarj  of  the  Interior  to  place  oa  the 
pension-roUa,  mbjeet  to  the  proviaiona  and 
liinitationi  of  the  pension  laws,  the  name 
of  J.  W.  Qainn,  late  a  Ent  lientenaot  of  the 
United  States  reveDne  marine,  and  paj  him  a 
penaion  to  eommanca  from  and  after  Ute  pas- 
aageofthisaoL 

Ur.  UOOBB.    I  aak  that  the  report  in  this 

The  report  was  read,  as  follows : 
_Th«  olun  for  Inralld  paMioa  In  the  sua  of  Jobn 

VI.  Quinn.  latsaflnl  lleptsDaiitlD  thaUoiCedSutu 
nTeanii  marina  It  ona  St  a  atut  (br  Whlgb  no  pro- 
Tislan  ii  mada,  or  liur.    If  a  pantlDa  ia  mnlad  to 

whlabaradanqmlnatedufratuLtiinaiMBBlona.  Saah 
ptnaioM  a^Dld  Iw  (ranted  with  aiciaaia  oaBtion. 


r  thia  ahar- 
hoae  wGola 


alhaa,howerar,fn>aii 

in  tha  habitof  iriuitiDi  auob  (wnalana 

nhan  tba  cue  baa  appaarad  to  baone  of  aapa-*-- 
laaril.  Tha  pnaent  caia  wa  Uiinkana  of  thia  a] 
aatar.  Capuin  Uuiaa  ia  %a  old  '  "  -' 
caraar.  of  about  twantj-flva  *ain.  wniia  inuieDiar- 
chuDt  maiioa  aod  UoLl^d  SLato  raTonae  marhia. 
hoB  been  one  of  ^Daalai  lueCalneH  aad  msrlief  b; 
thebicbcat  panibla  iotairitj.  The  oldKonllamao. 
now  alitr-eiiht  raara  of  wa,li  tba  rer^  penoniScA' 
tionofcUTtniHa  and  bonori  joitaaob  a  ntaa  aaany 

ri  of  tba  OaTaranaat  (errioa  mithtbaproadof. 
1861  be  iraa  orippled  br  a  fall  whilo  in  the  lino  of 
dutr  irhiab  permanently  diiabled  bim  foraotlfeaaa 
aarriaa.  Ha  la  now  ve^  poor  and  aaable  to  pro- 
family,  eoHiatini  of  hinuair.  bi«  aced  wife,  and  two 
Qbildrea.ftiil  dependant  upon  bim  foraupport.  HIa 
•an,  ■  noble  and  (allant  ronns  naral  oflear,  fall  in 
Ibe  lata  war.  oa  whoa*  aaooaut  Ihedepandent  aaoltiar 
wonld  bo  entitled  to  a  penaion;  bat  the  aao^tlva 
moEber  anaolulelT  daellnai  to  apply  on  aeconnt  of 
(ha  death  of  bar  boy. 

To  Captoio  quinn  hia  onnntrr  ia  hia  Idol.  He 
bu  nrrod  It  with  ilnntlar  tidelitv  and  faonattr.  and 
haa  Uulp  twan  an  ornamaqt  to  tba  lerTlea.  Thii 
GoTaromeDt  oiu  loae  aothiai  by  rMoaaiiiPf  In 
aomo  aabetantlal  way  raah  alncniar  rirtae  In  an  old 
pablie  lerTantt  baaide*,  ba  ti  now  qnlta  old.  and 
eanaat,  in  tba  eonna  of  natara,  lona  oontlDua  to 
enjoy  thia  RKtnlty.  Iba  commlttaa,  taerefore,  rac- 
ommend  the  pastasa  of  the  followlnf  Mil  Ibr  hia 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  b*  engrossed  and 
raad  a  thin]  time ;  and  being  engrosaed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reconsider  tile  vote 
by  whioh  the  bill  waa  passed  ;  and  alao  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconaider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  notion  was  agreed  to. 

JAHU  KIltNON. 

'  Hr.  FOSTGB,  of  PennajlTania,  by  nnani- 
moui  coDsent,  introduced  a  joint  reiolntioa 
(B.  B.  No.  94)  to  amend  the  joint  resolntion 
for  Ibe  relief  of  James  Eeenon,  late  eonanl  at 
Bong  KoDSi  China,  approved  February  16, 
1667  ;  which  waa  read  a  firataod  aecood  lime, 
refarred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  ASkira, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

OHBKOKn  HniTBAL  LAMDa. 

Hr.  LOWE.     I  uak  nnanimoas  consent  to 

present,  for  reference  to  the  Committee  on 


Indian  Afihin,  a  memorial  of  the  Ijeglslalnr* 
of  the  State  of  Kansas,  in  behalf  of  aeuleia  on 
the  Cherokee  neutral  lands,  aad  I  desire  to 
have  the  memorial  read. 

Tba  memorial  was  read,  as  foUotrs: 
Beii  retolreA  bif  the  Souteof  HfprtKHtativet,  (Ihn 
Senale  coDasrTlni  tbarein.)  1.   That  the  Contraai 
of  tba  Unitad  Slaua  ia  aurnasUy  reonaitad  to  paac 

iDcb  lawB  aa  may  aecure  ianaAJoeUlera  upon  the 
Oharokee  neatral  linds  tba  full  benaBt  of  the  boma- 
ateod  and  preemptian  Iawi,  and  alao  aeeure  to  tbo 
3tatatbaaiitaautbuidlbirty-illtb  teat  lona  of  landl 
<n  eaeh  townahlp  Ihronghout  th«  State,  for  aehool 

3.  That  OQT  Rapmentatlvel  and  Senator*  in  Ooo- 

— '"        gtbeirbMteSbrtitotaoaraiaBh 

lomDlisb  tba  abora  obieot. 
rrofStatelaharabTinatruoted 
'  tba  above  raailatiana  la  aaali 
namiier  oi  uia  iLuiaaa  eontraaaional  deleiatlon. 
Adopted  by  the  boiue  Jannary  S,  1872. 

A.R.iANK8. 
CkitfClerkStmafRiprttiitaliBm. 
Conatuiad  la  by  Hn«a  Janaaiy  23. 1BT3. 

aSOBQti  C.  CBOWTBEBh 
«         Seeretarn- 
The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
;ee  on  Indian  ABain. 

TBADB  STATUTIOa. 

Hr.  LYKCH,  by  nnaoimona  oonaent,  tab- 


*!,  Thltlb 


Jlciohed,  That  the  Seoretnry  of  the  Traaaurybe 
directed  to  farniah  tblt  IIoum  with  the  fcilovins 

atatiatioa.  namely:  Ibeamonntof  tonnace  andvalna 
-'  - ---  ■•■'  ■-'-  -'  "--  Ilnitad 


e  tiade  of  the  t 


and  NeiTZaa'ljind'.'ChinarJapiioi  and  Btit!ah,  Dntob. 
and  Spaaiih  East  Indiea;  alao  between  the  Btatai 
of  California  aad  Ore|on.^and_  tha  AtlantiO  Slates; 


ifHeaieaandCantnli 

'      ialanda  of  the  I 
,Ch>n».j'»>aB.i 


and  ^en  Zealand,  Chin*.  /* 
BpaniahEaat  Indiea,      - 
of  tonnan  and  val 
trade  of  eom 


y  for  ISTU.  with  w 
Amanca,  west  oout  of  South  A 
and  New  ZeaUod,  ialanda  ofihe  1 
JaaiD,  Dnloh  and  SpaaUh  SaM 

Ur.  PBRCB.     I  call  for  tha  rc^nlar  order. 
INDIAN  APPROPOIATiOS  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
demanded,  the  Hoose  reBumea  the  consider- 
atiou  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  11921  making  ap. 
propriationa  for  the  carrent  and  con^ngent 
ezpenaes  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
fulQllin^  so-called  treaty  stipulations  with  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1873,  and  for  other  purposes,  rsported  last 
evening  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union  with  sundry  amand- 
ments,  and  the  pending  question  ia  upon  tlte 
amendment  of  the  gsDileman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Krrb]  to  the  amendment  of  the  geotle- 

Z r XT~i i_^     ru_    Ti 1  *■ 

'with  the 
._  _lbo«  ahall 

... , treaty  oblits- 

uoaa  pumenla  aay  be  udo  to  anah  partial  iro 
i-ala.nndertbedlreotionaftheSearetarTartbeloU- 
rlor:  AiuiproiMfdjSirtAn'.Tbatalljaon^  oraitl- 


Triatad  by'thia'aotah^l'b'a'lfablt 
laiirodationa  aoamiltad  by  any  oi  tne 
or  eonlam  plated. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kkkb  was  to  strike 
out  the  second  proTiso,  which  is  as  follows: 

Aadproviifaiij^riAar,  That  all  money*  or  artiolei 
appiopiiated  by  this  aat  shall  be  liable  to  the  pay- 
ment for  daprodatlona  oommittad  by  any  of  the 
tribce  named  or  aontamplated. 

The  question  waa  put ;  and  there  were — ayea 
79,  noes  29;  no  qnorum  voting. 

Ut.  TAFFB.    I  call  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeaa  and  navs  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Ur.  Tiffs  and 
Ur.  Kkbb  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided  {  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed—ayes 107,  noea  16. 

So  tbe  amendment  to  the  ameikdment  waa 
agreed  lo. 

The  qneation  recurred  upon  agreeing  to  Ur. 


Tapt^s  ameadneat  ••  aoMatded,  wki^  ^ 
as  follows : 
Pmvidtd,  That  aone  of  tha  payment*  ptwridid 

_,i.-ii  u j-.-..:l 1..-.^  areat  ■arwilblba 

, of  iiuh  tribaaahaO 

obearra  their  treafr  ablita- 

be  made  to  (a«h  partlea  pn 

ram,  unaar  ine  airectlon  of  the  Secratary  *<  the 

The  question  was  put,  and  tha  mimvt\mmt 
waa  disaireed  to. 

The  bUi,  aa  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  ba 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  line  ;  aod  beta* 
engroesed,  it  waa  aeeoidingly  rwd  tbe  thifd 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  8ARGBHT  moved  to  rMOMidar  Iha 
vote  l9  whieh  the  bill  waa  p«Mwl ;  and  atn 
mo*M  that  tbe  motion  to  rveowdvr  ta«  bid 
on  tbe  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  3AR0ENT.     I  move  to   mmMid  tbt 


The  amendment  wma  agreed  to. 

COLLBOB  Of  WILLIAM  AND  KABT. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  maming  bow  ao* 
begins,  at  tbirty-ooe  minnloa  post  twdve 
o'clock,  and  tiiia  (leiag  Friday,  tbe  oovmittaaa 
will  be  oalled  for  rooorta  of  a  priTat*  an  lie, 
and  reportaof  that  ooaracterareia  ordarfiaB 
the  Committee  on  Edaeation  aod  l^bor. 

Mr.  PEBCB,  from  the  Committoe  on  Bd» 
cUion  and  Labor,  repoitad  a  bill  (B-  R.  No. 
1336)  to  reimbsrse  the  College  of  William  aid 
Mary,  in  Virginia,  for  property  destmjed  dar- 
ing the  war  of  the  rebillion ;  which  waa  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

Theqneation  was  npoa  orderj^  the  ball  M 
be  engrosaed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.     It  direcU  the  B 
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proper^,  destroyed  withont  aathority  bj  dis- 
orderly soldiera  of  Ibe  United  Stele*  darii^ 
the  late  rebellion,  no  money  to  bo  paid  except 
apon  ecoouDt  of  aoeh  deatrDOtion  and  dam- 
ages caused  thereby,  daly  verified  and  proaea. 

Ur.  BLAIR,  of  Uiobigan.  I  make  tba  pain 
of  order  that  the  billconiaina  an  appropriaiioa. 
and  mast  have  its  first  ooniideratioD  in  thf 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

TheSPBAKBR.  The  point  of  order  iiwril 
t^en,  and  the  bill  is  referred  to  the  Commit- 
lee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  Private  Calendar. 

Ur.  PEBCB.  I  mote  that  tba  Hooaa  bow 
resolve  itself  into  Coasmittae  of  the  WhoW  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  (his  bilL  Pe 
that  motion  1  move  that  all  geneiml  i 
theieoa  be  limited  to  forty  miaotce. 

The  SPEAKER  The  Chair  will  inform  tbe 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Pcan]  that 
hia  motion  cannot  ba  pnt  in  iW  precise  form. 
The  gentieman  Borea  that  the  Hoaae  now 
resolve  iiaalfinio  Committee  of  the  Wbole  for 
the  consideration  of  this  bill.  The  Hixmc 
mnst  go  Into  Committee  of  the  Wbola  for  ibe 
eentideratioD  of  the  Private  Calendar.  Tbe 
Chair  ia  not  aware,  at  this  presaat  num^t, 
whether  there  lu-e  any  bills  on  the"  Pritate 
Calendar  preceding  tlua  or  not;  if  there  an 
any,  they  most  be  Grat  conaidered  when  tbt 
House  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the  Wbola 

The  queation  waa  upon  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  Ih*  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar: 
and  apon   a  division,  there   ware — ayea  US, 

Before  tbe  resnltof  tbe  vote  was  annonoeed, 

Ur.  FARNSWORTH  and  Ur.  CONGER 
called  lor  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Hr.  Fabhswobtx 
and  Ur.  Pkhoi  were  appointed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  tbe  Private 
Calendar  before  him.  There  ia  no  bill  thaa  fisr 
this  SBBsioa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  &e 
Whole  and  placed  on  the  Private  CatoD^r 
except  this  one;  therefore,  shonld  the  HoaN 
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BOW  go  into  CommtU«e  of  ike  Whole,  this  bill 
will  be  the  first  for  consideration. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported  that  there  were — ayes  89,  noes  87. 
So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  Hon^  accordioel^  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar,  Mr.  L.  Myers  in  the  chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  wiU  report 
the  first  and  only  bill  on  the  Private  Calendar. 
The  Clerk  reported  the  bill,  which  was  a  bill 
H.  R.  No.  1885)  to  reimburse  the  College  of 
ViUiam  and  Mary,  in  Virffinia,  for  property 
destroyed  during  the  war  or  the  rebellion. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  will  now  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoab]  for 
twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  HOAR.    This  is  a  very  important  and 

interesting  bill 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentary 
inquiry.  Is  not  this  objection  day,  and  if  so, 
what  number  of  objections  are  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  consideration  of  this  billon  this  call? 
The  CHAIRMAN..  This  is  objection  day. 
Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Does  not  the  rule 
require  five  objections? 

llie  CH  AIRMAN.  On  the  second  call  five 
objectors  are  required ;  on  the  first  call  only 
one  is  required. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  object  under  the 
first  call. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Calendar  will  again 
be  called. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that 
the  House  had  gone  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar,  the  only  bill 
on  the  Calendar  was  read,  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Pbbob]  was  recognized,  and 
he  whB  allowed  to  yield  the  floor  to  me ;  there- 
upon I  addressed  the  Chair,  was  recognized  in 
my  turn,  and  had  proceeded  with  a  sentence  of 
my  remarks  before  the  point  was  raised  that 
this  is  objection  day.  I  claim  that  it  is  too 
late  now  to  object 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  But  it  had  not  been 
announced  that  this  was  objection  day,  nor  was 
objection  called  for. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
objection  was  in  time.  There  being,  however, 
but  one  bill  on  the  Private  Calendar,  the  Clerk 
will  report  that  bill  again^  when  it  will  require 
five  objectors  to  prevent  its  consideration  to* 
day. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  reported  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1885)  to  reimburse  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary,  in  Virginia,  for  property 
destroyed  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Are  there  five  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  who  object  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  at  this  time? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  ofOhio,  Mr.  DAWES,  Mr. 
SHELLABARGER,  Mr.  FARNSWORTH, 
Mr.  BLAIR,  Mr.  CONGER,  and  others, 
objected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  cannqt  be  ooo- 
sidered  to-day. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  to  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  on  the  question  whether 
the  right  of  objection  obtains  after  I  had  b^run 
my  remarks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hoar]  that  his  bill  is  in  order  under  the 
next  call  on  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether 
the  bill  must*  when  objected  to  a  second  time, 
go  over  until  another  day? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  first  on  the 
Private  Calendar  when  the  House  again  goes 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

BCr.  HOAR.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether  that 
oall  takesplace  to-day  or  en  some  future  day? 
The  CHAIRMAN.  On  some  fature  day. 
The  Chair  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  however,  thatwhen  the  Private 
Calendar  is  agaiji  iseaohed  in  Gommiktee  of 
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the  Whole  this  bill  will  not  only  be  first  upon 
the  Calendar,  but  it  must  be  considered  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  to  proceed  with  the 
discussion  of  the  bill  to-day,  and  I  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fiM^t  I  had 
begun  Bv  remarks 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  object  to  disotts- 
sion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  fh>m 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  appeals  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DAWES.    Is  that  question  debatable? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  it  is  not. 

Mr.  HOAR.    I  withdraw  the  appeal. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Let  the  rule  in 
regard  to  objections  be  read  for  information. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  report 
the  rule. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

**  On  the  first  and  fourth  Friday  and  Saturday  of 
•aeh  month  the  Calendar  of  private  bills  shall  be 
called  over,  (the  chairmaa  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  commencing  the  call  where  he  lefl  off 
the  previous  da^,)  and  the  bills  to  the  passage  of 
which  no  ohieotion  shall  then  be  nutde  shall  be  first 
considered  and  disposed  of.  But  when  a  bill  is  again 
reached,  after  having  been  once  objected  to,  the 
committee  shall  consider  and  dispose  of  the  same, 
unless  it  shall  be  again  objected  to  by  at  least  five 
members.'' 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  desire  to  ask  a  question. 
When  the  House  again  goes  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  upon  the  Private  Calendar,  this 
bill  will  come  up,  as  I  understand? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will,  and  must  then 
be  considered,  the  right  of  objection  having 
been  now  exhausted. 

Mr.  PERCE.  Then  I  would  suggest  that 
the  appeal  be  withdrawn.^ 

Mr.  HOAR.    I  have  withdrawn  the  appeal. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  move  that  the  committee 
DOW  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rosej  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  L.  Mters 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Private  Calender,  having  had  under  consid- 
eration the  Private  Calender,  had  come  to  no 
resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentary  in- 
quiry: is  it  in  order  to  move  to  go  again  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calen- 
dar, and  if  that  motion  be  agreed  to,  will  the 
bill  which  has  just  been  objected  to  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar  to  consider  that  bill,  because  the  rule 
which  has  been  read  applies  to  the  first  and 
fourth  Friday  of  each  month;  and  the  day 
of  the  week  is  not  changed  by  coming  out  of 
committee.  The  intention  of  the  rule  is  to  give 
time  to  the  House  to  consider  bills  of  this  char- 
acter. The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  would  be  in  order 
to-morrow,  or  next  Friday,  or  any  subsequent 
Fridav.  The  bill  upon  which  discussion  has 
been  had  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  then 
be  the  first  on  the  Private  Calendar,  and  must 
be  considered,  the  power  of  objection  upon 
the  two  calls  having  now  been  exhausted. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  submit  an  amendment  to  go  with  that  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  is  not  before 
the  House,  but  hi  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Reports  of  a  private  nature  are  still  in  order. 

LEVr  BISSBLL. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1886)  for 
the  reliefer  Levi  Bissell;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  seootid  timei 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorises  the 
Oommiaeioner  of  Patents  to  grant  a  rehearing 
of  the  applieation  of  Levi  Bissell  for  the  ezten* 
sion  of  letters- patent  granted  to  him  August  4, 
1857,  for  ti^ucks  lor  locomotivas  engines,  upon 
the  testimony  in  said  application  or  on  file ;  and 


the  Commissioner  is  authorized  to  revive  and 
extend  the  letters- patent  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  original  grant  thereof,  for  the 
further  term  of  seven  years  from  and  after 
August  4,  1871,  notwithstanding  the  original 
term  for  which  letters  patent  were  granted  had 
expired,  and  the^  patentee  had  patented  the 
invention  in  foreign  countries,  and  such  for- 
eign patents  had  expired  before  August  4, 
1871,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioner, 
the  patentee  was  the  origin^  inventor  of  the 
invention  described  in  the  letters- patent,  and 
the  {)atentee  has  failed,  without  neglect  or  fault 
on  his  part,  to  obtain  from  the  use  and  sale  of 
the  invention  a  reasonable  remuneration  fbt  the 
time,  ingenuity,  labor,  and  expenses  bestowed 
upon  the  same  and  the  introduction  thereof 
into  use ;  provided  that  sUch  extension  of  the 
patent  shall  not  afiect  the  right  of  continued 
use  of  the  patented  improvement  by  any  per- 
son who,  since  August  4, 1871  and  prior  to  the 
approval  of  this  act,  may  have  procured,  and 
at  the  time  of  such  approval  snail  be  using, 
said  patented  improvement. 

The  SPEAKER.  Before  proceeding  fur- 
ther with  this  bill,  the  Chair  desires  to  make  a 
remark  touching  private  bills,  because  the  case 
comes  up  frequently.  The  rule  enforced  this 
morning  applies  only  to  two  Fridays  in  the 
month,  the  nrst  and  the  fourth  Fridays,  which 
under  the  rule  are  objection  days.  The  case 
this  morning  was  not  one  of  frequent  6ccn^- 
rence.  and  me  bill  this  morning  obtained  the 
singular  advantage  of  being  called  first  for  a 
single  objection,  and  then  again  fbr  five  objec- 
tions unaer  the  rule  on  the  same  day,  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  other  bill  upon 
the  Private  Calendar.  It  is  not  within  the 
knowledge  of  tbe  present  ocenpCint  of  the 
Chair  when  before  any  private  bill  was  called 
in  the  same  day  for  one  objection,  and  then 
for  five  objections,  as  was  the  case  on  the  bill 
this  morning.  There  was  nothing  in  the  rule 
to  prevent  it.  On  the  first  oall  ef  the  Oalendsr 
one  objection  suffices,  but  on  the  second  eall 
five  objections  are  required  to  pot  a  bill  ofer. 
The  second  call  generally  oocors  ^ery  long 
afterward,  and  very  rarely  do  the  two  eal£ 
occur  on  the  same  day. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  arose  from  the  laet 
there  was  but  one  bill  upon  the  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  Certainly.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  rule  to  prevent  the  two  calls  on  ihre 
same  day,  althougn  the  ChaSr  is  of  tbe  opin- 
ion the  spirit  of  the  rule  was  iattonded  to 
apply  to  different  days.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  tne  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  Honse,  can  scarcely  remember  of 
a  case  where  the  two  calls  took  place  on  the 
same  day. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  before  today.  The 
history  of  the  rule  is  a  very  interesting  one. 
There  used  to  be  from  three  to  four  hundred 
]>rivate  bills  on  the  Calendar,  and  on  obyee- 
iion  day  one  member  would  sit  in  his  seat 
all  day  and  object  to  everything.  This  rule 
has  been  made  since  I  have  been  in  Congress, 
before,  a  single  objection  would  prevent  any 
bill  being  taken  up,  and  as  the  resuH  of  expe- 
rietioe  five  objections  were  required  en  the 
second  call.  But  we  never  before  got  through 
with  the  Calendar  in  one  day. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  hope  the  Committee  on 
Patents  will  have  an  extension  of  five  minutes 
for  this.  ■    • 

The  SPEAKER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  PERCE.  Will  it  be  in  oider  for  me 
next  Friday  to  move  to  go  into  OooMnittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Private  Calendar? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will. 

Mr.  PERCE.  Then  I  give  notiee  I  shall 
make  that  motion. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engroseedv  it  waa 
accordingly  reed  the  third  tim^,  and  passed^ 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  moved  to  reeonsfder  tbe 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  paseed;  andalso 
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moved  that  the  motion  to  recoosider  be  laid 
CD  the  table. 
The  latter  motioa  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  E.  WARD. 

Mr.  L.  MY'ERS  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1837)  for 
the  relief  of  William  E.  Ward ;  which  was 
read  a  Brst  and  second  time. 

Tbe  bill|  which  was  read,  aathorizes  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  to  isrant  a  rehearing 
of  the  application  of  William  E.  Ward  for  the 
extension  of  letters-patent,  granted  to  him  on 
the  7th  of  October,  185C,  *'for  improvements 
in  machinery  for  making  nuts,''  and  he  is 
authorized  to  revive  and  extend  the  letters- 
patent  for  the  further  term  of  seven  years 
tjrom  and  after  the  17th  of  October,  1870.  not- 
withstanding the  original  term  for  which  let- 
ters-patent were  granted  had  expired  and  the 
said  patentee  had  patented  the  invention  in 
foreign  countries,  and  such  foreign  patents 
bad  expired  before  the  7th  of  October,  1870, 
if,  in  his  judgment,  the  patentee  was  the  ori- 
ginal inventor  of  the  invention  described  in 
the  letters-patent,  and  the  patentee  has  failed, 
without  neglect  or  fault  on  his  part,  to  obtain 
from  the  use  and  sale  of  the  invention  a  rea- 
sonable remuneration  for  the  time,  ingenuity, 
labor,  and  expenses  bestowed  upon  the  same, 
and  the  introduction  thereof  into  use;  pro- 
vided that  any  such  extension  of  said  patent 
shall  not  affect  the  right  to  continue  to  use 
said  patented  improvement  of,  any  person 
who,  since  the  7th  of  October,  1870,  and  prior 
to  the  approval  of  this  act,  may  have  pro- 
cured and  at  the  time  of  such  approval  snail 
be  using  said  patented  improvement. 

Mr.  SHELLABAEGER.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  give  us  the  reasons  wny  this  bill 
should  be  passed. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  do  so 
oheerfnlly.  This  bill  grants  no  extension.  It 
is  to  correct  t^e  harsh  operation  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July,  1870,  in  regard 
to  patents,  or  rather,  to  speak  tnore  accurately, 
it  gives  a  remedy  against  harah  construction 
placed  upon  that  section.  As  there  are  several 
cases  of  this  kind,  and  as  the  Committee  on 
Patents  will  shortly  report  a  bill  among  other 
amendments  to  repeal  what  we  deem  to  be  an 
unwise  proviso  of  the  twenty- fifth  section,  it 
will  be  well,  perhaps,  to  state  to  the  Honse 
the  reason  why  these  bills  come  before  the 
House  at  present. 

Before  the  act  of  March  2,  1861,  our  patents 
ran  for  fourteen  ^ears.  There  was,  however, 
the  right  to  obtain  an  extension  of  seveft  years 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  on  comply- 
ing with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  By  the 
act  of  March  2,  1861,  we  adopted  anew  policy. 
Theoiiginal  term  of  an  American  patent  since 
that  date  is  seventeen  years.  This  act,  how- 
ever, continued  the  right  of  the  patentee  for 
patents  obtained  previous  to  its  date  of  obtain- 
ing the  seven  years'  extrmsion  fro^  the  Com- 
missioner of  ratents.  In  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary 8,  1870,  revising  and  codifying  the  patent 
laws,  a  provision  was  inserted  tlmt  a  patent 
obtained  here  should  expire  at  the  same  time 
with  the  foreign  patent.  This  has  proved  to 
be  a  most  unwise  provision,  in  France  a 
patent  cannot  be  obtained,  or  jf  obtained  by 
accident  will  be  declared  void,  if  previous 
publication  of  the  invention  has  been  made 
there  or  elsewhere,  so  that  au  American  is 
obliged  to  go  there  first  if  he  wishes  the  benefit 
of  bii  invention  in  that  country.  In  Englatfd, 
although  no  such  exclusion  exists,  the  pat- 
f  entee  is  not  required  to  be  the  inventor,  and 
any  one  may  obtain  a  patent.  Any  stranger 
to  the  invention  may  import  an  American 
patent,  as  is  frequently  done,  and  obtain  a  pat- 
ent for  the  invention  in  England.  Thus, 
although  by  their  law  we  are  not  obliged  to 
take  out  letters  there  first,  yet  in  fact  Amer* 
icftn  inventora  of^n  have  to  go  there  first  to 
aeo«re  their  rights. 


It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  continu- 
ance of  this  provision  will  only  impose  a  pen- 
alty upon  American  inventors  who  are  forced 
to  secure  their  patents  abroad  before  they  obtain 
them  here. 

But  there  are  other  reasons  for  its  repeal.  A 
patent  obtained  in  France  expires  if  not  put 
into  operation  there  during  any  two  years  of 
the  grant  It  becomes  void  nnless  the  annual 
tax  of  one  hundred  francs  is  paid,  and  may  be 
declared  void  if  issued  to  any  other  than  the 
inventor.  The  patent  also  expires  in  England 
unless  at  the  end  of  three  years  a  tax  of  fifty 
pounds  be  paid,  and  at  the  end  of  seven  years 
unless  a  tax  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  paid. 
So  in  Spain,  Russia,  and  several  other  coun- 
tries, if  the  invention  be  not  worked  within 
a  certain  i)eriod  the  patent  expires.  To  make 
the  duration  of  an  American  patent  depend 
upon  the  expiration  of  one  granted  abroad 
would  be  a  gross  injustice,  operating  entirely 
against  the  American  inventor ;  a  hardship 
never  contemplated  by  the  spirit  of  our  laws. 

Let  me  advert  to  one  other  reason,  and  the 
strongest  one,  against  this  provision.  Our 
patents  now  run  tor  seventeen  years,  while  in 
no  other  country  except  Belgium  are  patents 
issued  for  that  length  of  time;  there  they 
run  for  twenty  years.  In  England  they  are 
granted  for  fourteen  years ;  in  France,  for  fif- 
teen years ;  and  in  Holland  and  some  other 
oountries,  for  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  years. 

When  the  committee  is  called  for  public 
business  we  bope  to  report  several  amend- 
ments of  a  character  that  will  commend  them- 
selves to  the  approval  of  the  House,  and  this 
one  amon^  the  rest.  But,  however  unwise 
this  provision  may  have  proved,  I  undertake 
to  say  that  it  only  has  reference  to  patents 
issued  afler  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1870. 
Congress  never  intended  to  make  it  retro- 
active, or  take  away  the  privileges  accorded 
to  the  patentees  under  then  existing  laws. 
Yet  these  bills  are  before  us  because  of  decis- 
ion that  the  law  of  1870  applied  to  the  four- 
teen-year patents  ;  a  wrong  which  sections  of 
that  law  subsequent  to  the  one  under  discus- 
sion show  was  never  contemplated.  Two  of 
these  bills,  the  one  for  the  relief  of  William 
E.  Ward,  now  before  the  House,  and  the 
other  for  Smith  &  Skinner,  come  here  because 
the  late  Commissioner  of  Patents  decided  that 
although  the  patent  law  of  1870  was  only  pros- 
pective, it  adopted  a  new  policy  in  regard  to 
the  expiration  of  patents,  and  that  it  was  in 
his  discretion  to  refuse  the  application.  This 
is  not  so.  The  Commissioner  has  no  more 
discretion  under  sections  sixty-three  and  sixty- 
six  of  the  new  patent  code  to  refuse  an  exten- 
sion of  a  fourteen-year  patent  than  ho  has 
under  section  thirty-one  to  refuse  the  grant  of 
a  patent.  In  both  cases  he  has  to  be  satisfied 
that  certain  requirements  have  been  complied 
with,  and  that  is  all. 

The  acting  Commissioner  in  December,  1870, 
overruled  the  views  taken  by  his  predecessor, 
so  far  as  he  could,  in  another  case,  but,  of 
course,  his  decision  gave  no  remeay  to  the 
applicants  who  had  been  rejected  for  the  cause 
stated.  All  we  do  is  to  give  these  parties  a 
right  to  a  rehearing  by  the  Commissioner  as 
though  their  foreign  patents  had  not  expired 
first ;  and  we  believe  that  the  passage  of  these 
bills  will  place  a  construction  upon  the  law 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  present 
Commissioner,  preventing  for  the  future  rejeo- 
tions  which  would  bring  this  class  of  cases 
again  before  Congress. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  desire  to  hear  the 
bill  again  read. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  demand  the  previont 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered ;  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  moved  to  reconsider  tho 


vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  alie 
moved  that  the  motion  to  recoosider  be  W 
on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  0.  JABDIHB. 

Mr.  L.  MYEEIS  also,  from  the  Comniitree 
on  Patents,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  13S9,tfl 
authorize  William  C.  Jardine  to  make  app'i- 
cation  to  the  CommiFsioner  of  Patents  for  ilt 
issue  of  a  patent  for  his  improvement  in  btale 
and  rest  for  carts  ;  which  was  read  a  fir»t  m4 
second  tkne. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.     The  preamble  Fets  fork 
that  William  C.  Jardine's  application  for  im- 
provement in  brake  and  rest  for  carts  wa 
passed  for  issue  September  11,  1869,  but  br 
the  neglect  of  his  agent  application  and  f&v 
roent  for  the  issue  of  the  same  was  not  msde 
within  the  time  required   by  law.     The  hn& 
therefore  provides  that  William  C.  Jardioe  ht 
authorized  to  make  application  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  for  the  issue  of  a  pate^ 
for  his  improvement  in  brake  and  rest  for  carts, 
and  that  the  Commissioner  of    Patents  b^ 
authorized  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  same  if  ke 
should  deem  it  right  and  proper ;  provided 
that  such  application  be  made  and  the  proper 
fees  be  paid  within  one  year  from  the  pa5s&»« 
of  this  act,  anything  in  the  proviso  oootaioe^ 
in  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  to  revise,  con- 
solidate, and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to 
patents  and  copyrights,  approved  July  8,  187(>, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  provided  thu 
the  issue  of  such  patent  shall  not  affect  the  rigbt 
to  use  said  patented  improvement  of  any  per^oa 
who,  since  the  11th  day  of  September,  1869, 
and  prior  to  the  approval  of  this  act,  may  bare 
procured,  and  at  the  time  of  such  approval  shall 
be  using  such  patented  improvement. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  should  like  to 
know  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
what  is  the  section  of  the  act  from  which  this 
party  i^  exempted.  The  bill  refers  to  a  sec- 
tion in  the  general  law.  I  desire  to  know 
what  it  is. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  The  exemption  is  in  iavor 
of  the  public.  It  is  provided  tbat  the  rights 
of  any  one  who  may  have  purchased  the  pat- 
ented improvement  shall  not  be  affected. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  have  reference  to 
the  provision  in  the  body  of  the  bill,  in  regard 
to  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  of  1870. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  Section  tweutj-three  of 
the  law  provides  that  every  patent  shall  date 
of  a  day  not  later  than  six  months  from  the 
time  it  was  passed  and  allowed  and  notice 
thereof  was  sent  to  his  applicant  or  agent. 
The  patent  of  this  party  was  allowed.  He 
paid  the  fee  to  his  attornev  to  transmit,  and 
the  attorney  failed  to  send  it  to  the  Patent 
Office.  Section  thirty-five  provides  that  the 
party  shall  have  two  years  from  the  date  of 
Ids  original  application  to  make  a  second  one. 
This  tinre  has  now  passed  by  no  fault  of  ihe 
inventor,  yet  under  the  provisions  of  the  thirty- 
fifth  section  the  party  would  not  obtain  hi^ 
patent.  Now  we  merely  reinstall  him  in  his 
rights,  as  if  his  lawyer  bad  sent  the  final  fee. 
That  is  all. 

The  bill  was  ordered  ^o  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  andbeii^  cugrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  L.  MYERS  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 
'  The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHiLitLCa  BaowN. 

Mr.  HIBBARD,  from  the  same  covDoitttee, 
reported  back,  wiid^the  recommendation  .that 
it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  id7)  to 
extend  the  letters^patenk  granted  to  Charles 
Brown,  and  moved  the  sane  be  laid  on  tbe 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Mt.  EBLLOOO,  froni  th«  MroecomTnittee. 
reported  &  bill  jH.  R.  No.  1840)  for  the  relief 
or  Chester  C.  Tolman ;  which  wu  read  ft  Brat 

The  qaeatioD  wbb  npon  Drdering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  &nd  i^tui  a  third  time. 

Tbe  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  theCom- 
iniuioaer  of  Pateota  to  consider,  rehear,  and 
deterioine  the  application  of  Chester  C.  Tol- 
mao  for  the  eztensioo  of  letters- patent  for  an 

4th  of  December,  lS6e,'and  Dumbered  18897, 
for  tlie  term  oi' leTen  vears  from  the  4ih  of 
December,  1869,  upon  the  same  evidence  and 
principles  and  with  the  same  effect  as  if  the 
application  for  eitenaioti  had  been  made  and 
ihe  evidence  therein  filed  in  the  Patent  OSce 
within  Ihe  time_prescribed  by  low  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  said  patent,  and  m  if  no  hearing 
had  been  bad  for  sncb  eiteneion.  The  bill 
provides,  however,  tbat  in  case  such  extension 
be  granted  no  person  shall  be  held  liable  for 
damages  for  iniiingement  of  said  patent,  or 
for  the  sale  or  nae  of  the  said  Improvement 
between  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the  oii- 
Kinal  patent  and  the  date  of  the  extension.  . 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  timej  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
QCCordiitgiT  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KELLOQQ  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
tooved  tbat  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ALBXANDBR    BilltU    AND  HALCVOS    SRCN.NREt. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  from  the  same  committee, 
reporwd.  a  bill  {H.  K.  No.  1389J  for  tbe  relief 
of  Akzaoder  Smitb  and  Halcyon  Skinner ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  sacocd  time. 

The  quaation  waa  upon  orderiog  tbe  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  directs  the  CommiO' 
Bioner  of  Fateots  10  grant  a  rahearing  of  tbe 
application  of  Smith  k  Skinner  for  extension 
of  the  letterapaUnt  granted  tbem  on  the  4tb 
of  November,  1800,  for  improvement  in  power 
looms,  and  authoriies  him  to  revive  and  ex- 
tend the  letters- pate  at  for  a  further  term  of 
seven  years  from  and  after  the  let  of  Novem- 
ber, 1870,  notwithstanding  the  original  term 
for  which  tbe  letters- patent  was  granted  has 
expired  and  said  patentees  have  patented  the 
invenljoa  in  foreign  countries,  and  sucb  for- 
eign patents  had  expired  before  the  4th  of 
November,  1870,  if  in  his Judf^ment  the  paten- 
tees were  original);  the  brst  luveolora  of  the 
iuvention  described  in  said  letteni-patenl,  and 
tb*  invention  is  useful  aod  tbe  patentees  have 
&iled  without  neglect  or  fimlt  on  their  part  to 
obtain  from  the  use  and  sale  of  tbe  invention 
»  reasonable  r«rnu aeration  for  tbe  time,  ioge- 
nuitf ,  labor,  and  expense  bestowed  upon  the 
same,  and  the  introduction  thereof  into  use. 
The  letters- patent,  when  so  revived  and  m- 
teoded,  are  to  have  (be  same  effect  in  law  as 
if  tbe;  had  been  originally  grauted  for  tbe 
term  of  twentj-one  years  ;  but  all  persons  who 
at  the  time  of  Ihe  pasKSge  of  ibis  act  had  con 
strueted  or  caused  to  be  constructed  or  used 
looms  OD  the  plan  of  said  invention,  shall  beat 
liberty  during  such  extended  term  lo  use,  and 
vend  10  othen  to  use,  the  Isoms  so  constructed. 

Mr.  KELLUOO.  Tbiais  one  of  those  cases 
of  foreign  patents  where  the  late  Coiumissianer 
of  Patents  refused  aa  extension  simply  on  tbe 
ground  (bat  the  fbtvign  potent  had  expired. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  Ihe  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KKLLOQG  moved  to  reconsider  tbe 
«nl«  by  which  tbe  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  that  tbe  motion  to  recnnsider  be  lud 
on  (be  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BlUAK  1.   TKAPP. 

Mr.  KELLOOa,  from  the  Committee  on 
PaioDts,  reported,  with  on  amendment,  House 


letters- patent  granted  to  William  Trapp,  a 
citizen  of  tbe  United  Stales,  dated  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1845,  surrendered  aod  reissued  on 
Ihe  10th  day  of  March.  1849,  and  extended  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  Bereo  years 
from  the  1st  day  of  October,  18S9,and  again 
Bnrrandered  and  reissued  in  two  several  divis- 
ions or  patents,  Dumbered  respectively  1S4B 
and  1947,  for  new  and  useful  improvements  in 
barrel  machinery,  be  renewed,  revived,  and 
extended  for  the  term  of  seven  yearn  from  and 
alter  the  passage  of  this  act ;  aod  tho  Commis- 
aioner  of  Patents  is  directed,  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  said  patentsor  reiasueH,  numbered 
respectively  1946  and  1947,  or  certified  copies 
tbereof,  by  making  a  certificate  upon  such 
patent  or  reissue,  or  certified  cop^  thereof,  of 
such  extension  (the  lawful  fees  liemg  first  paid 
therefor)  in  the  name  of  Sarab  S.  Trapp,  exe- 
cutrix of  William  Trapp  ;  and  the  Commiseioner 
of  Patents  is  directed  to  cause  tbe  same  to  be 
entered  of  record  in  tbe  Patent  Office  i  and  tbe 
patents,  so  renewed,  revived,  and  extended, 


term  to  which  they  are  extended  by  this 
act;  provided,  however,  that  such  renewal  or 
extended  patents  shall  be  open  to  legal  inqnirv 
and  decision  in  the  same  manner  as  if  issued 
under  the  general  law  regulating  tbe  granting 
of  patents ;  and  provided  furiber,  tbat  no 
person,  firm,  or  corporation  sball  be  liable 
tur  any  damage  or  royalty  for  having  made, 
vended,  or  used  said  improvements  in  said 
patents  specified  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 


mada  or  paninisd  aod  used  gsidimprgvi 
the  sxplrstion  of  CbapataD[.iliaU  bo  and 
tha  nma  without  liability  durioc  the  U 


Mr.  DI0EE7.  I  would  like  tbe  gentleman 
from  Conneo^cut  [Mr.  Kbllooo]  to  explain 
the  oecessit;  for  renewing  a  pautnl  that  has 
alrnadj  run  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  DO  BOSB.  I  desire  the  fioor  after  tbe 
gentleman  has  made  bis  explanation. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  will  yield  to  tbe  gau- 
tlemob  after  I  have  mode  my  explanation.  I 
ask  that  tho  report  accompanying  this  bill  be 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


do  mnoh  witb  hli  natant  baTTatBubinerT:  ttaathg 
had  lacmed  ta  maka  all  the  aSori  pouibJa  tu  reap 
■omebSQaCt  tharlfrom.  buttbemuthiBcry  wjisiuob 
tbstit  required  a  lar^e  capital  to  manufactureit— 
moreihaa  be  wuabtats  aDmmaDd;  thot  bewaaa 
poor  man,  well  alunit  iu  years,  Ibe  luoiit  oC  wbuaolifo 


traduce  It.    The  rroctical  use 


its  pasaac*.  with  an  amandmsac  herewith  isported. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  As  1  am  asked  to  make 
a  brief  explanation  of  this  bill,  I  will  endesvor 
to  do  it  iu  very  few  words.  I  will  say  in  the  out- 
set tbat  the  committee  would  not  have  reported 
in  favor  of  this  extension  if  the  most  of  them 
bad  not  believed  that  it  was  a  case  of  pecniiar 
hardship,  and  tbat  this  petitioner  was  justly 
enUlled  to  the  privilege  of  realizing  something 
out  of  (his  patent  duriog  an  extension  of  seven 
years,  if  she  can  obtain  anything  from  it.  It 
seems  that  this  inventor,  Mr,  Trapp,  was  one 
of  those  men  who  spend  tbcir  whole  lives  in 
getting  up  and  perfecting  inventions  without 
making  any  money  from  tbem.  This  inven- 
tion appeared  to  be  the  hobby  of  his  life. 
Althoogh  it  is  true  (hat  the  patent  baa  ma  for 
twenty-one  years,  it  is  not  true  that  he  ever 
enjoyed  the  full  benefit  of  it  for  any  such  period 
of  time.  The  invention  was  not  fully  perfected 
nntil  near  the  close  of  the  first  term  of  tbe 
patent,  and  the  reissue  by  whicb  he  finally 
secured  the  fall  benefit  of  his  invention  did 
not  take  nlace  nntil  within  two  or  three  years 
of  the  ena  of  its  term. 

This  patent  was  for  an  improvement  iri  the 
making  of  barrel  staves,  by  which  they  are 
bent  and  fitted  by  tbe  same  operation  so  as  to 
make  a  tight  barrel.  It  is  in  evidence  tbat 
the  public  has  actnally  saved  thirty  per  cent, 
in  the  cost  of  barrels  by  this  improvement. 
Slill  ihe  machine  is  a  very  expensive  one. 
The  evidence  shows  that  a  single  machine 
could  nnt  be  buiti  for  less  than  $1,CMX>,  and 
Mr.  Trapp,  during  bis  life,  never  had  the 
money  to  build  these  machines  so  as  to  realize 
much  from  tbem. 

No  opposition  was  made  before  us  at  all  to  . 
this  extension,  and  those  wbo  are  usinx  these 
machines  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  sball 
be  extended,  as  Ibeir  rights  are  fuKy  protected, 
as  gentlemen,  will  observe  by  referring  lo  this 
bill.  With  the  exceniioD  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Hr.  On  Boax,]  who  I  thinh 
will  not  make  any  strenuous  opposition  to  this 
bill,  the  Committee  on  Patents  unanimously 
thought  that  this  lady,  left  iu  destitute  cireum- 
siances  ai  she  was,  in  connection  with  all  tbe 
other  circumstances  of  tbe  case,  ought  to  have 
tbe  benefit  of  a  fnrther  extension  of  ibis  patent. 
The  fact  that  this  has  been  of  great  benefit  lo 
the  public,  and  the  furiber  fact  that  sn  little 
was  realized  from  Ihe  invention  of  his  patent, 
render  it  proper  this  patent  should  be  extended 
for  the  brief  period  of  seven  years,  as  in  tbe 
judgment  of  the  committee  the  inventor  never 
received  an  adequate  remuneration  for  his 
time  and  expenses. 

1  desire  tu  dispose  of  this  bill  to-day,  and 
therefore  1  Irnst  na  one  will  insist  upon  any 
other  business  at  the  close  of  the  morning 
hoar.  1  will  now  yield  to  tbe  gentlemoa from 
Oeorgta,  [Mr.  Do  Boss,]  as  I  agreed  to  do. 

Mr.  DU  BOSB.  As  I  am  tbe  only  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Patents  wbo  opposes  tbla 
bill,  i  think  it  proper  that  1  should  state  my 
resBons  for  that  opposition,  ll  appears  fVom 
the  evidence  sabmitied  to  the  committee  tbat 
this  palent  was  granted  in  1846,  and  ufter  somu 
reissues  it  was  again  snrrenderad  and  reissued 
far  an  additional  seven  years.  Trappand  bis 
widow  enjoyed  tbispatent for  twenty-one  yoara. 
It  has  now  lapsed  for  five  years  and  a  half — a 
little  more  than  that  lime;  and  now,  at  liie 
expiration  of  twenty-six  years  and  a  half,  she 
comes  to  Congress  and  a^i  tjiat  the  patent  be 
extended,  do(  from  tbe  date  of  its  expira[ioD, 
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but  for  8eT«n  yeftrs  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Kbllogo]  has  referred  to  the  value  of  the 
improvement  embraced  in  this  patent.  But 
Mr.  Abbott,  one  of  the  witnesses  produced 
by  this  lady  in  finfor  of  the  extension  of  the 
patent,  says: 

'*  The  reasons  why  Trapp's  invention  has  not  come 
|nto  more  seneral  use,  and  why  his  |>atent,  as  I  am 
informed,  has  not  been  remunerative,  are  to  my 
mind  perfectly  obvious.  The  modes  devised  by 
Trapi>  for  cutting  the  joints  of  the  stave  were  com- 
paratively imperfect,  and  his  invention  has  derived 
Its  effioieney  from  the  reeent  inventions  oombioed 
with  it,  but  to  which  the  original  invention  is  abso- 
lutely essential." 

Mr.  Lang,  another  witness  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Trapp,  touches  upon  this  same  point,  and 
makes  a  similar  statement: 

"  Trapp's  invention  has  derived  its  principal  value 
firom  being  combined  with  machines  wnioh  have  been 
recently  invented,  where  the  cutting-tools  operate 

rsrfeotly  in  oonneetion  with  Trapp's  swincing-clamp, 
refer  particularly  to  the  invention  of  Bonker  and 
Bensel.^' 

This  is  the  case  the  applicant  makes.  Now, 
in  talking  with  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
I  have  learned  that  it  is  the  habit  of  parties  to 
go  to  the  Commissioner,  obtain  a  patent  for 
some  improvement,  and  a  short  time  there- 
after— probably  one  or  two  weeks — surrender 
the  patent,  and  obtain  a  reissue  that  will  reach 
out  like  the  claws  of  a  devil  fish  and  gather 
in  every  other  patent  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. There  are  in  the  Patent  Office  sixty 
Sentlemen,  any  one  of  whom  is  authorized  to 
ecide  apon  the  reissue  of  a  patent ;  and  a 
reissue,  tnerefore,  cannot  be  under  the  personal 
control  of  the  Commissioner.  No w ,  when  this 
lady  shall  have  obtained  this  extension,  there 
will  be  nothing  to  prevent  her  from  going  to 
the  Commissioner  within  ten  days  afterward, 
surrendering  the  patent,  and  obtaining  a  reissue 
that  will  include  other  improvements  invented 
by  other  people. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  hour  of  half  past  one  having 
arrived,  the  House  must,  according  to  order, 
proceea  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  1043,  to  establish  an  educational  fund. 

Mr.  KELL06Q.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  let  us  have  five  minutes  in  which  to  finish 
the  pending  bill.  I  will  call  the  previous 
question  at  once* 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  has  ordered 
that  to-da^  at  half  past  one  o'clock  it  will,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders,  proceed  to 
consider  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Education  and  Labor,  to  establish  an  edu- 
catioual  fund. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  If  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  point  for  a  moment,  I  will  call  the 
previous  question,  and  we  can  tako  a  vote  at 
Once. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  will  withdraw  the  point  to 
enable  the  gentleman  to  call  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

On  ordering  the  previous  question  there 
were — aves  54,  noes  44 ;  no  quorum  voiiug. 

Mr.  P^iRCE.  '  I  insist  on  my  point  of  order. 

IDDOATIONAL   FUMD» 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  inst  under  con- 
sideration goes  over  until  Friday  next.  The 
House  resumes  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1048)  to  establish  an  educational 
fund,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  education  of  the  people.  This 
bill  by  the  unanimous  order  of  the  House 
will  occupy  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  will 
be  resumed  on  Tuesday  next  at  half  past  one ; 
and  at  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday  the  previous 
question  is  to  be  considered  as  aeounded  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire,  obtained 
the  floor,  and  yielded  fifteen  minutes  to  Mr. 
McHbmbt. 

Mr.  McHENRY.  Mr.  Speaker,  appreciat- 
ing the  importance  of  general  education  as 


much  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  I  should 
certainly  cast  my  vote  for  this  bill  if  I  believed 
it  consistent  with  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  enter  upon  or  direct  a  system 
of  common  schools,  under  the  management, 
control,  or  surveillance  of  its  officials ;  but  be- 
lieving  that  we  have  no  power  to  pass  this  bill, 
and  tlubt  it  would  result  in  little  or  no  benefit 
to  the  cause  of  general  education,  I  shall  vote 
against  it,  and  it  is  perhaps  useless  to  nkake 
an  argument  against  the  constitutionality  of 
this  measure  before  a  House  controlled  by  a 
political  party  whose  history  shows  a  determ- 
ination  to  centralize  power  in  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  leave  to  the  States  the 
control  only  of  such  matters  as  thev  care  not 
to  regulate;  but,  sir,  I  am  reminded  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoab,]  who 
spoke  in  favor  of  this  bill,  that— 

"No  free  Government  or  the  blessiufs  of  liberty 
oan  be  preserved  to  any  neople  but  by  a  ire<ment 
recurrence  to  fundamental  principles." 

And  I  beg  to  suggest  ibat  the  fundamental 
principles  by  which  free  Government  and  the 
blessings  of  liberty  are  to  be  preserved  are 
found  in  the  Coustituiion  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  strict  construction  of  and  a  rigid  adher- 
aiice  to  its  precepts  are  the  great  safeguards 
of  our  liberty,  and  I  consider  it  to  be  eminently 
the  duty  of  the  minority  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  countrv  to  all  iufractions  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  tnat  instrument,  and  in  no  instance 
to  suffer  it  to  be  violated  without  entering  their 
protest. 

Admitting  that  Congress  can  give  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
States,  and  that  she  may  designate  for  what 
purpose  they  are  given,  it  does  not  follow  that 
she  can  go  with  this  fund  into  the  States  and 
there  direct  its  expenditure,  or  take  any  con- 
trol or  management  of  it  in  connection  with 
the  internal  affairs  or  regulations  of  that  State. 
The  Federal  Government  can  with  just  as  much 
constitutional  authority  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  lands  or  any  other  money  in  her 
Treasury  to  the  payment  of  the  salaries^  of 
State  officials,  and  then  control  their  action, 
and  thus  take  the  management  of  any  right  or 
exercise  any  power  reserved  to  the  States. 

This  bill  gives  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  lands  to  the  States  for  school  purposes, 
but  reserves  to  the  General  Government  a 
superintendence,  through  its  offiioials,  over  the 
expenditure  of  the  money.  The  duties  of 
those  officials  and  the  general  management  and 
control  of  the  fund  will  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  Congress,  and  a  school  system 
utterly  variant  from  the  State  system  may  be 
adopted ;  mixed  schools  may  be  established, 
different  books  used,  a  different  standard  for 
teachers,  and  a  different  course  of  study  for 
the  scholars;  municipal  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  schools  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  them  will  have  to  be  prescribed  and 
penalties  imposed  and  enforced. 

It  seems  to  me  perfectly  manifest  that  Con- 
gress cannot  thus  go  into  the  States  and  control 
their  internal  affa:rs.  The  onlj  authority  at- 
tempted to  be  shown  for  the  bill  is  the  refer- 
ence made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
[Mr.  Perob^  to  the  preamble  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  IS  as  follows : 

*'  We,  the  people  of  the  United  StatfS,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  tJoioo,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  tbe  common 
defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessmgs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity, do  ordain  this  Constitution,"  &o. 

And  his  argument  is  that — 

**  Education  is  necessary  to  establish  Justiee,  to 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  the  people." 

My  construction  of  the  meaning  of  the  pre- 
amble to  the  Constitution  is  very  different  from 
4hat  of  the  gentleman,  and  1  can  find  no  warrant 
for  this  bill  in  it.  The  formation  of  the  Union, 
the  establishment  of  just  ice  and  domestic  tran- 
quillity, the  common  defense,  and  general  wel- 
fare arc  all  established,  maintained,  and  secured 
by  the  system  of  government  created  and  recog- 


nized by  that  instrnmeBt,  and  Federal  eden^ 
tion  was  not  contemplated  as  necessary,  for  ik 
establishment  or  maintenance  of  aoyoftl^s. 
The  preamble  does  not  pretend  to  define  t^ 
power  of  any  branch  of  Govern ment ;  nor  cm 
Congress  look  to  it  for  any  power  whatevo'.  It 
has  been  so  determined  by  the  courts,  and  a 
a  principle  admitted  by  all  cooatitntioiial  lav- 
yers.  1  ne  powers  of  Congressare  all  expressly 
defined  and  limited  by  the  eighth  sectioe  of  tie 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  &nd  the  teotk 
article  expressly  reserves  to  the  States  or  the 
people  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
states,  and  gentlemen  have  failed  to  ihov 
and  cannot  show  any  express  power  deiegitcd 
to  Congress  to  establish  a  system  ofBchook'a 
the  States,  and  consequently  ibat  power  a 
reserved  to  and  belongs  only  to  the  States. 

The  public  lands  belong  to  the  |>eople,  sad 
I  do  not  ouestion  the  power  of  Congrese  to 
dispose  01  them,  and  I  would  cheerfully  vott 
for  the  bill  suggested  by  my  friend  froa 
Georgia,  {Mr.  McIkttre,]  which  he  proposes 
as  a  substitute,  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  kr 
educational  purposes,  without  aor  coaditiou 
or  restrictions,  and  without  aoy  Federal  mao* 
agement  or  interference  with  the  foads  i^tcr 
they  shall  go  to  the  States. 

The  pending  bill  is  much  less  odious  thaa 
the  former  bills  which  were  presented  to  the 
Forty- First  Congress.  One  of  those  bilU  pro- 
posed to  take  absolute  control  of  the  schooli 
m  every  State,  with  national  officials  appointed 
to  control  them  in  every  countj  and  school 
district,  and  levying  a  direct  tax  upon  tht 
realty  of  the  county  to  support  the  vast  gji- 
tem. 

The  present  bill  gi^os  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  pubUc  leads  to  be  divided  prv 
rcUa  among  the  States  and  Territories,  accord- 
ing to  population,  to  be  used  for  the  edoeatioa 
of  the  people,  but  it  prescribes  certain  condi- 
tions and  limitations  which  are  objectionable, 
and  which  render  it  amenable  to  the  eonati- 
tutional  objections  urged  against  the  former 
bills.  If  it  were  simply  a  gift  to  the  Stotes,  or 
a  distribution  among  them  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  to  whom  the  publie  hiAds  belosf, 
it  wouM  receive  my  support,  because  the  pabHe 
lands  are  being  squandered  and  disposed  of  is 
such  a  way  that  tbe  people  in  the  old  States 
not  living  near  said  lanas  derive  hot  little  or 
no  bene&ts  from  them,  and  I  think  it  to  be 
eminently  just  and  right  that  the  people  la  the 
old  States  should  have  their  fair  share  of  the 
lands  or  the  proceeds  of  Uiem  when  sohL 
Hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  haTe  been  given 
away  to  railroad  corporations,  and  all  the  aew 
States  have  bad  assigned  to  them  a  large  share 
of  the  lands  lying  in  their  borders  to  estab^ 
lish  common-school  systems.  Over  seventy 
millions  have  thus  been  given  to  the  new 
States  and  Territories.  But  this  bill  requires 
the  money  to  be  psid  out  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Bducation,  and  who 
has  a  superintendence  over  the  schools  as  well 
as  the  nindsj  and  In  addition  to  this,  each 
State  is  reqmred  befbre  the  Ist  daj  of  Jan- 
uary, 1878,  or  within  two  months  after  the 
first  meeting  of  its  Legislature  thereafter,  to 
*' engage**  that  it  will  provide  by  law  for  the 
free  education  of  all  hs  chiMreb  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen  years,  alid  unless  this 
engagement  is  made,  and  in  thb  time  specified, 
tbe  State  which  fails  to  so  provide  will  lose  its 
interest  in  the  public  lands. 

Tbe  amount  wbith  this  bill  will  yield  will 
be  not  more  than  sii  or  eight  dollars  to  each 
school  district,  less  than  one  hundred  thoosand 
dollars  in  the  Aggregate  to  my  State.  And,  sir, 
we  do  not  propose  to  educato  the  negro  diil- 
dren  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen,  in 
order  to  receive  the  small  sum  of  six  or  e^t 
dollars  to  each  of  our  free  schools.  We  would 
have  to  tax  ourselves  to  the  extent  of  nesr 
$1,000,000  annually  to  set  up  and  carry  on 
a  system  of  common  schools  iar  the  negroes. 
It  would  be  an  independent  ^atem  from  the 
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one  we  now  have,  for  we  do  not  intend  to  estab- 

!,'    lish  B  eysiem  of  mixed  schools,  leading  to  a 

''    social  eaoality  of  the  races,  which  we  are  not 

I    prepared  to  submit  to. 

So  oar  interest  in  the  public  lands  will  be 

'  abandoned  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  rather 
than  comply  with  the  conditions  .it  imposes, 

"  and  man  J  of  the  former  slave  Stales  will  do  the 
same  thing,  and  the  result  will  be  that  they 

^  will  lose  their  interest  in  the  public  lands,  and 
instead  of  this  being  a  measure  peculiarly  in 
the  interest  of  the  southern  States,  as  is  con- 
tended by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  an 
set  of  injustice  to  them,  for  their  interest  in 
the  public  lands  will  be  appropriated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other  States,  and  they  will  have 
to  be  taxed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
Federal  Treasury  caused  b^  this  appropria- 
tion ;  or  even  if  they  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  law,  the  northern  States  get 
about  three  times  as  much  as  the  southern 
States,  for  the  fund  is  to  be  distributed  accord- 
ing to  population. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hoab]  went  very  far  out  of  his  way  in  his 

I  argoment  in  favor  of  this  bill  to  assail  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent 
on  this  floor.  He  made  an  unnecessary  and 
invidious  comparison  between  the  educational 
attainments  or  his  State  and  mine,  and  boast- 
folly  exhibited  a  table  of  the  comparative  illit- 
eracy of  the  two  States,  which  was  entirely 
uncalled  for,  and  added  no  strength  whatever 
to  his  argument.  Kentucky  needs  no  defense 
on  that  subject.  She  is  not  behind  the  other 
Bonthem  States  in  the  education  of  her  peo- 
ple; she  is  not  behind  any  State  in  the  great 
elements  of  public  virtue*  manly  pride,  and 
Dational  enter|>rise,  and  in  her  devotion  to 
democrstio  institutions. 

In  her  national  policy  she  adheres  more 
strictly  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Government  than  does  the  State  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  in  her  State  affairs  she  manages  them 
with  an  honesty  and  fhigalit^  that  is  in  strik- 
iDg  contrast  with  the  corruptions  and  extrava- 
gance we  see  around  this  Capitol,  managed  by 
the  gentleman's  political  friends.  Her  finan- 
'  cial  condition  is  better  to-day  than  any  State 
in  the  Union,  with  a  sinking  fund  which  is 
able  to  redeem  all  her  pnhlic  debt  and  leave 
$1,500,000  for  the  ireasury,  and  this,  too, 
independent  of  nearly  a  million  dollars  which 
this  Oovernment  justly  owes  to  her,  for  the 
payment  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  in  this  House  and  which  ought 
to  pass.  This  is  the  result  of  the  financial 
management  of  a  State  wherCi  the  gentleman 
say*— 

"The  Demoeratio  rulo  hat  been  nndistarbei 
ihrougbont  all  the  period  of  war  and  throuf  tiout  all 
the  period  of  reoontiruotion." 

Would  it  be  invidious,  sir,  to  compare  this 
with  the  financial  condition  of  those  ten  south- 
ern States  where  the  Republican  rule  *^has 
been  undisturbed  throughout  all  the  years  of 
reconstruction/'  and  where  that  party  has  in 
six  years  increased  the  public  debt  not  less 
than  two  hundred  million  dollars? 

Sir,  Kentucky  in  the  current  year  will  raise 
by  State  taxation  near  one  million  dollars 
for  common-school  purposes,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  raised  by.  local'  taxation  for  the 
same  purpose  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  school 
districts,  of  which  I  have  no  data  to  estimate 
the  amount ;  and  in  this  connection  I  will  have 
the  Clerk  to  read  au  extract  from  the  report 
of  Rev.  Z.  F.  Smith,  late  the  able  and  distin- 
guished superintendent  of  public  instruction 
in  Kentucky,  whose  defeat  by  the  Democratic 
party  the  gentleman  seems  so  much  to  deplore  i 
but  I  can  say,  for  his  gratification,  that  Mr. 
Smith  has  been  replaced  by  a  man  of  equal 
ability,  and  one  whose  zeal  for  the  common- 
achool  cause  it  only  surpassed  by  his  fitness 
and  qualifications  for  the  office. 

The  Clerk  read  aa  follows : 

*'  Kentneky  bat  estaUiflhed  a  liberal  and  snfficiont 

Saancial  biuis.  as  for  u  action  in  the  name  of  the 
ommonweiUUi  is  oonoemed,  in  the  ■■ewment  of 


an  ad  valorem  tax  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar  of 
property.  No  further  ad  valorem  tax  shoukl  be 
asked  of  the  State.  But  few  if  any  States  have  large 
amounts  of  school  tax  on  them,  as  States,  depeoding 
on  local  and  district  taxation  for  the  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  school  reveones  expended.  The  neeee- 
sity  for  a  maximum  State  rate  on  property,  the  reve- 
nues from  which  are  to  be  distriouted  pro  rata  for 
the  support  of  free  schools  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth, is  found  in  the  extremes  of  wealth  and 
poverty  which  exist  between  different  sections  of  the 
same.  Left  to  their  own  resources,  there  are  many 
communities  and  sections  where  the  people  would 
be  utterly  unable  to  educate  their  children.  The 
basis  mu3t  be  laid,  therefore,  for  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools  in  a  general  tax  on  property,  which 
becomes  a  kind  of  nucleus  or  guarantee  for  a  free 
sehool  in  each  diatriot  throughout  the  State." 

Mr.  McHBNRT.  In  addition  to  the  State 
tax  there  is  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  many 
of  the  school  districts  a  heavy  tax  imposed, 
and  in  many  of  our  cities  we  have  common 
schools  equal  in  every  respect  to  first-class 
colleges.  Two  in  my  district,  the  cities  of 
of  Henderson  and  Owensboro,  have  public 
schools  second  only  to  institutions  estab- 
lished and  supported  by  endowments.  And, 
sir,  we  have  more  common  schools,  and  more 
colleges  and  more  students  in  our  colleges, 
than  they  have  in  Massachusetts.  I  have  not 
compared  the  school  statistics  of  my  State  with 
those  of  the  other  States  generally.  Whether 
they  are  above  or  below  the  average  I  do  not 
know  or  care  to  know  for  any  purpose  in  this 
debate;  but  1  will  say  this,  that  if  tne  learning 
and  intelligence  of  a  State  could  be  aggregated, 
my  State  will  stand  equal  to  any  in  the  Union, 
^et  it  mav  not  be  so  generally  distributed  as 
in  Massachusetts. 

The  boastful  manner  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  has 
paraded  before  this  House  and  the  country 
the  educational  statistics  of  his  State,  has 
caused  me  to  look  at  the  report  of  the  board 
of  education  for  Massachusets  to  see  whether 
that  State  manifests  as  much  zeal-  for  the 
education  of  its  poor  children  as  the  gentle- 
man does  for  the  education  of  the  negroes  in 
Kentucky,  and  I  find  the  following  in  regard 
to  the  boasted  compulsory  law  of  that  State : 

*'  It  is  a  sorrowful  thought,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  veiT  large  amount  expended  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  schools  of  our  State,  so  large  a 
proportion  of  cMldrea  of  school  ago  fail  to  reap  the 
advantage  of  this,  and  grow  up  in  comparative 
ignorance. 

**  It  is  true  we  have  a  compulsory  law.  with  suffi- 
cient penalties,  if  it  were  enforced ;  but  in  many 
towns  it  is  not  only  never  enforced,  but  no  disposi- 
tion to  enforce  it  is  shown.  Says  Qeneral  Oliver, 
whose  experience  and  observation  for  two  years  as 
a  State  constable,  specially  delegated  to  see  to  the 
enforcement  of  this  law,  were  such  that  he  knows 
whereof  he  affirms: 

•**  Nobody  looks  after  it— neither  town  author!- 
ties,  nor  school  committees,  nor  local  polioe — and  the 
large  cities  and  many  of  the  towns  of  the  State  are 
full  of  unschooled  children^  vagabondising  about 
the  streets,  and  gro*wiog  up  in  ignorance,  and  to  a 
heritage  of  sin.  The  mills  all  over  the  State,  the 
shops  in  city  and  town,  are  full  of  children  deprived 
of  tneir  right  to  such  education  as  will  fit  them  for 
the  possibilities  of  their  atler-life,  and  nobody  thinks 
of  obeying  the  aohool  laws.  In  fact,  most  persons 
are  ignorant  that  there  is  any  such  law.  so  that  be- 
tween those  so  ignorant  and  those  that  care  for  none 
of  these  things  we  have  no  right  to  boast  of  com- 
pulsory education  in  Massachusetts.' 

'*  In  fact,  from  the  experience  of  the  writer  in  at- 
tempting prosecution  to  enforce  the  school  act  for 
factory  onildren,  an  act  almost  wholly  disregarded, 
he  doubts  whether  aay  law  ofloer  to  whom  cases 
might  be  brought  would  bring  action.  It  would 
require  much  courage  to  enter  the  lists  against  the 
power  that  sets  the  laws  at  defianoe.  We  ought 
to  stop  boasting  in  Massachusetts,  educationally  at 
least,  because  we  are  very  weak  and  vulnerable  in 
that  direction. " 

This  is  the  fostering  care  which  the  gentle- 
man's State  has  for  the  children  of  poor  and 
indigent  parentage,  and  as  his^  philanthropy  is 
so  large  as  to  include  the  children  of  all  the 
States,  I  will  call  his  attention  to  an  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  for 
1870  on  the  subject  of  the  over- working  and 
non-education  of  the  factory  children  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

**The  State  and  the  Republic  are  in  danger  of 
being  controlled  by  corporations.  Let  early  means 
of  prevention  be  secured.  In  Massachusetts  itself, 
spite  of  htr  law— though  whether  *  spite  of  her  law '  is 


an  expression  worth  using  when  the  law  itself,  a 
mere  formula  of  prohibitory  words,  '  vox  et  prmteroa 
nihil,*  a  bark  without  a  bite,  may  be  Questioned; 
yet  spite  of  her  law  children  under  as  well  as  over 
ten  years  are  employed  over  ten  hours  a  day.  and 
that,  too,  in  many  cases,  without  the  legal  school- 
ing; and  yet  the  strong  manner  in  which  the  fact 
has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature  has  failed  to 
secure  an  effective  law  preventive  of  the  acknowl- 
edged evil.  What  between  parents,  covetous  of  the 
earnings  of  these  children,  or  driven,  as  is  true  in 
many  instances,  by  the  unsparing  necessities  of  posi- 
tive want,  or  because  of  idleness  or  dissolute  habits, 
reckless  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  or  even  phys- 
ical growth  of  their  own  children  on  the  one  band 
and  the  inordinate  pressure  for  gainful  product  and 
greed  of  wealth  of  employers  on  the  other  hand,  the 
poor  children  are  subjeoted  to  a  pretty  effectual 
grinding,  as  between  an  upper  and  a  nether  mill- 
stone.   God  help  them,  if  man's  law  cannot  I 

"But  can  it  be  possible  in  this  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  favored  above  States  as  she  is,  or  as 
her  people  say  (the  i»— for  they  are  somewhat  of  a 
boastful  race,  with  all  the  blessings  of  highest  civil- 
iuution,  the  growth  of  a  genuine  Christian  influ- 
ence— that  men  can  be  found,  regardless  not  only  of 
the  letter  of  her  laws  but  of  their  manifest  spirit 
and  intent,  and  regardless,  too,  in  a  case  involving 
the  best  good  of  the  t^der  younglings  who  are  arrow- 
ing up  to  be  the  producers  of  her  wealth,  the  indis- 
pensable toilers  and  workers  in  her  countless  hives 
of  industry;  can  it  be  possible,  that  if  this  query 
meet,  as  it  must,  an  affirmative  reply,  the  State  will 
permit  the  condition  of  things  to  exist  that  must 
ultimately  produce  a  moral  and  physical  deteriora- 
tion of  her  working  people,  and  so  by  exhausting, 
year  after  year,  both  body  and  mind,  find  her  pro- 
ducers less  productive,  their  physical  power  enfee- 
bled and  worn  out.  their  minds  dulled  into  a  stolid 
stupidity,  incapable  of  thought  and  of  invention,  so 
that  the  plowman  shall  only  differ  from  the  ox  that 
he  drives  by  having  two  legs  less ;  the  hodman's  head 
and  the  bricks  he  bears  beyond  the  same  level ;  the 
toilers  at  machines  of  every  name  be  but  as  the  ma- 
chines they  tend,  if  even  that:  and,  at  least  all  her 
laborers  become  lower  than  the  lowest  Qibeonite  that 
everdrudged  forUebrew  lord,  and  moresunken  than 
the  most  hopeless  Uelot  that  ever  toiled  for  Spartan 
master.  Rather  than  such  measureless  misery  should 
come,  and  if  there  be  no  hope  from  those  that  now 
control,  and  deaf  years  be  turned  to  supplicating 
cries,  I  have  only  to  prav  that  Qod,  in  mercy  to  the 
toilers  and  to  the  Republic,  will  raise  up.  now  and  at 
once,  from  the  toilers  themselves,  as  of  old  He  raised 
Moses  from  his  brethren  the  enslaved  sons  of  Israel, 
ten  thousand  leaders  from  among  themselves,  in- 
spired for  the  task,  who,  like  him.  shall  lead  their 
brethren  out  of  the  worse  than  ]i«yptian  bondage 
that  shall  have  fastened  his  chains  aroiind  them  into 
a  land  where  true  and  fair  labor  shall  be  the  honored  > 
rule,  and  where  it  shall  at  least  yield  to  the  laborer 
that  share  of  the  milk  and  honey  that  is  the  just 
recompense  of  his  toil." 

Mr.  McHENRY.  Let  the  gentleman  turn 
his  attention  to  home  affairs,  and  he  will  find 
much  there  to  engage  the  attention  of  his 
humanitarian  disposition,  fie  will  find  that 
Massachusetts  has  more  retail  liquor  shops  in 
proportion  to  her  population  than  any  State 
or  Territory  in  the  United  States  east  of  the 
Rocky  mountains.  This  I  get  from  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  for 
the  year  ending  June  80,  1871.  Sir,  she  has 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
whisky  shops,  while  my  State,  with  nearly 
equal  population,  has  only  about  half  that 
number.  This,  however,  is  not  the  conse- 
quence of  superior  education,  but  is  only  a 
matter  of  taste,  or  it  may  be  the  result  of  their 
excessive  loyalty  in  a  patriotic  endeavor  to 
support  tbe  revenue  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  regard  to  the  other  direct  taxes  imposed 
for  the  support  of  the  Federal  Government 
Massachusetts  has  decidedly  the  advantage 
of  Kentucky ;  for  notwithstanding  her  wealth 
is  about  three  times  as  great,  the  amount  paid 
into  the  Federal  Treasury  is  nearly  equal. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  1  will 
now  yield  ten  minutes  of  my  time  to  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  HlBBARD.] 

Mr.HIBBARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  limited 
time  which  has  been  allotted  me  in  this  discus- 
sion I  can  only  refer  to  a  few  of  what  1  conceive 
to  be  the  objectionable  features  of  the  measure 
which  is  now  before  the  Hoqm. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  which  has  been  so 
aptly  expressed  by  other  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me,  that  Congress  possesses  no  con- 
stitutional authority  to  legislate  upon  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  education  in  thoStates.  I  know 
of  no  article,  no  section,  no  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution  which  confers  any  such  authority  upon 
Congress,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  such  con- 
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policji  thus  adopted  and  eatablithed  by  the 
Democratic  party,  has  been  in  some  oases  aince 
followed  by  later  logislatiou  under  Republican 
auspices. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Then  the  gentleman  admits 
that  this  bill  ia  precisely  in  the  line  of  the 
])olicy  of  the  Democratic  party  in  its  better 
anvs. 

Mr.  KBRR.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  is  pre* 
cisely  out  of  the  line  of  the  Democratic  poliey, 
and  of  the  oonduct  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
the  past,  aud  it  is  precisely  in  the  line  of  the 
present  and  past  policy  of  tiie  Republican 
party  tovard  the  States  of  this  Union,  as  I 
will  now  |)roeeed  to  show. 

And  this  brings  me  to  my  first  ground  of 
objection  to  the  bill  as  it  ia  introduced  by 
the  committee ;  and  it  is,  that  the  condition 
on  which  the  States  of  this  Union  can  alone 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  bill  is  unjust, 
onerous^  and  cruel,  and  discriminates  oat* 
rageously  a^inet  the  very  States  that  most 
need  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Qovernment, 
and  compliance  with  it  is  simply  impossible 
for  some  of  tiie  States  of  this  Union.  That 
condition  is,  that  before  any  State  shall  have 
the  advantage  of  this  bill  its  Legislatore  shall 
have  engaged  that  it  will  provide  by  law  for 
the  free  eoucaiion  of  all  its  children  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  years,,  and  shall 
have  actually  established  and  put  into  prac- 
tical operation  such  a  system.  This  is  the 
obvious  imnort  and  effect  of  the  language  of 
this  bill.     1*8  it  right? 

Now,  it  must  be  remembered  b^  gentlemen 
of  thi4  House,  as  it  will  be  by  the  country, 
that  many  of  Uie  States  in  the  South,  lately  in 
rebellion,  have  been,  bv  numerous  causes, 
deplorably  impoverished,  first,  by  the  war, 
and  then  more  cruelly  and  effectively  by  car* 
pet'baggory,  tliat  pestiferous  offspring  of  Rad  i* 
cuilisiB  ;  and  that  to  go  to  them  now,  with  this 
kind  of  a  condition,  and  to  say  that  before  they 
shall  enjoy  the  mere  pittance  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  them,  they  shall  first  impose  upon 
themselves  a  herculean  burden,  impossible  to 
be  borne  by  people  already  crush'ed  to  the 
very  earth  by  oppressive  and  dishonest  taxes, 
infamous  partisan  exactions,  and  millions  of 

fmblic  deots  imposed  upon  them  by  Repub- 
ican  rings,  robbers,  and  scoundrels;  now,  I 
Bfty?  ,to  go  to  them  with  such  a  condition  as 
this  is  unmanly,  ungenerous,  and  unjust ;  but  it 
is  exactly  in  keeping  with  the  conduct  of  the 
eeotleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar.] 
His  State  can  readily  comply  with  these  con- 
ditions, and  so  could  mine,  but  not  so  with 
many  others  in  the  South  and  West. 

Besidea,  when  you  run  this  bill  out  into 
its  practical  results,  you  will  find  that  on  the 
part  of  many  of  the  States  it  would  require  a 
very  extensive  change  in  their  present  systems 
of  school  organization  and  administration. 
The  actual  policy  of  the  bill  appears  to  be,  to 
impose  conditions  which  more  or  less  speed- 
ily and  effectively  bring  the  whole  business  of 
education  under  the  control  and  supervision 
of  partisan  Federal  agents  and  officers  here. 
Let  any  gentleman  with  his  pencil  by  a  few 
figures  determine  how  much  any  one  State 
in  this  Union  would  get  under  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  and  he  will  find  that  it  will  be 
the  merest  trifle,  a  mere  bagatelle,  compared 
with  the  gross  sum  necessary  to  establisn  and 
maintain  a  system  of  complete  free  education, 
such  as  this  bill  compels  the  States  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  before  they  &hall  have  the 
benefit  of  this  bill.  Now,  I  say  to  gentlemen 
of  this  House,  to  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Percb,]  if  you 
are  sincere  in  your  desire  to  aid  education  in 
the  South,  and  would  make  your  aid  substan- 
tial and  effective,  why  not  ^ive  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  these  lands  directly,  freely,  and 
at  once  to  the  States,  upon  the  sole  and  hon- 
est condition  that  thev  shall  hold  and  admin- 
ister them  as  a  sacred  fund  in  the  interest  of 
education? 

That  is  what  the  Democratic  party  did.  That 


is  Democratic  policy — a  policy  which  recog* 
nizes  the  equality  and  brotherhood  of  the  States 
of  this  Union,  and  fitly  evinces  the  interest  of 
the  Congress  in  the  promotion  of  education 
everywhere  throughout  our  country.  I  am  in 
favor  of  such  a  policy  as  that,  and  for  such  a 
bill  I  hold  myself  ready  to  vote.  Congress 
may  legally  impose  such  a  reaRonable  and 
proper  condition.  The  States  would  grate- 
fully aooept  thebene&ction,  and  faithfully  and 
wisely  admiaister  the  trust  in  accordance  with 
their  respective  institutions  and  laws.  But  the 
cruel  t«rros  on  which  you  oflfldr  them  this  aid 
require  them,  ia  many  States,  first  to  do  im- 
possible tniDgSy  to  achieve  results,  excellent  in 
themselves,  but  which  can  only  be  accomplishea 
after  the  lapse  of  time,  tbe  re^stablishment  of 
general  prosperity,  and  the  efforts  of  many 
years. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  this  bill,  and 
that  is  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  when  they 
are  practically  applied  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  system  which  the  bill  proposes  to  establish 
in  the  country,  will  require  to  be  established, 
all  over  the  country,  free  public  schools,  which 
shall  also  be  mixed  pnblio  schools,  in  which 
all  the  children  of  the  respective  sohpol  dis- 
tricts, without  reference  to  color  or  race,  shall 
be  entitled  to  go,  and  receive  a  free  education. 
Now,  I  am  as  much  in  favor  as  any  man  on 
this  floor  of  giving  free  and  equal  education  to 
all  the  children  of  the  country ;  but  I  am  not 
ia  favor  of  that  miserable  and  unnatural  sys- 
tem which  would  curse  both  raoes  by  forcing 
them  into  daily  association  in  the  tender  yei^ 
of  infancy,  during  the  acquirement  of  educa- 
tion. I  am  willing  the  races  shall  work  out 
their  destinies  in  parallel  lines,  enjoying  the 
same  rights ;  but  1  protest  forever  against  mon- 
grel schools,  ibrceid  association,  and  resulting 
demoralization  to  my  own  race.  I  think  the 
design  of  this  bill  is  in  part,  and  its  language 
will  bear  that  oonttraction,  to  supply  a  pretext 
and  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  Federal  au- 
thorities to  interpose  and  demand  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  principle. 

1  have  another  objection  to  this  bill,  and 
that  is  baaed  upon  the  ground  so  well  covered 
by  my  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  McHjevrt] 
a  few  moments  ago,  that  it  is  intended  by  its 
practical  operations  to  transfer  the  local  con- 
trol of  the  educational  systems  of  this  country 
from  the  rightful  keeping  and  hands  of  the 
people  of  the  States,  and  give  it  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  That  is  a  funda- 
mental objection, that  should  control  this  House 
forever  against  the  enactment  of  such  a  law. 
Any  system  of  public  education,  to  be  effect- 
ive and  to  accomplish  in  a  free  representative 
government  all  its  beneficent  advantages  and 
results,  should  be  left  in  the  control  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  to  be  administered  by 
them,  to  be  adapted  to  their  local  conditions, 
to  be  managed  in  their  smallest  sub- divisions 
by  their  own  citizens. 

If  yon  want  to  give  anything  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  these  States 
to  aid  them  in  the  advancement  of  this  great 
interest,  then  I  pray  you  put  your  hands  into 
the  general  pocket,  and  give  that  benefaction 
at  once.  Treat  them,  however,  ascoequals  in 
the  Union,  as  honest  people  having  a  common 
interest  with  you  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
general  welfare,  and,  my  word  for  it,  the  inter- 
est of  education  would  be  infinitely  better 
managed  and  more  rapidly  developed  all  over 
the  country  than  it  will  ever  be  through  the 
agency  of  an  educational  head  established 
here^  sending  out  its  autocratic  power  all 
through  the  country,  overriding  the  rightful 
jurisdiction  of  the  States,  and  stifling  the  fen- 
erons  growth  of  individuality  by  centralization. 

When  you  come,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  look  at 
the  last  two  sections  of  this  bill,  it  becomes 
impressively  clear  that  the  logical  effect  of  it 
will  unquestionably  be  to  transfer  the  ultimate 
control  of  education  in  the  country  to  Federal 
tribunals.  It  is  provided  in  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  thatf  upon  certain  violations 


of  the  conditions  contained  in  this  bill,  the 
persons  so  violating  then»— 

Shall  bs  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony,  and,  upon  eon- 
viction  thereof,  shall  be  puniBbed  by  flne  in  double 
the  amouDteo  misapplied,  misappropriated,  squan- 
dered, or  embezzled,  or  by  imprisonment  not  Icm 
than  one  nur  mofe  than  three  yean,  or  by  both  rach 
fine  and  imprisonment,  in  the  diseretion  of  the 
court. 

Aud  the  concluding  section  declares — 

That  the  oirouit  court^  of  the  United  States  ihall 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  offenses  comoutted 
aerainst  the  provisions  of  this  set,  and— 

Mark  this — 

shall  have  power  and  authority  by  the  proper  writ 
to  eompel  the  porformanoe  of  the  dunes  herein 
required  by  any  oflBoer  herein  mentioned,  and  to 
restrain  any  undue  and  Improper  perfbrmanos  of 
such  duties. 

Those  Federal  judicial  tribunals  are  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  over  the  subordinate  minis- 
terial officers  of  a  State,  and  to  direct  them 
how  they  shall  perform  their  duties,  thus  of 
course  taking  them,  at  once  from  the  control 
of  the  local  tribunals  to  the  same  extent  to 
which  the  Federal  courts  may  exercise  juris- 
diction ;  for  if  the  latter  have  any  power  it 
must,  in  the  very  nature  of  our  iastitutionSi  be 
an  exclusive  power. 

To  all  this  system  I  object.  Let  us  do  what- 
ever we  may,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  advance  the 
interests  of  educaiiou  throughout  our  country 
by  a  fair,  maguauimous,  and  generous  dedi- 
cation of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
directly  to  the  States,  leaving  them  to  be  con- 
trolled and  admiuistered  by  the  States  under 
the  single  pledge  thcit  they  shall  always  be 
dedicated  to  the  interests  of  education,  and 
sacredly  administered  in  those  interests  ajone. 
This  policy  would  be  fair,  honorable  to  all, 
consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
generous  and  manly,  and  it  would  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  restoration  of  fraternal  relations 
among  the  States. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

GOMHITTBB  GLIRK8. 

Mr.  WILLARD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
reported  from  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Reorganization  of  the  Civil  Servf^  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1342)  to  regulate  the  employment  and 
compensation  of  clerks  of  the  committees  of 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  recommitted. 

EDUOATIONAL  FUND. 

Mr.  PARKBR,  of  New  Hampshire.  I  now 
yield  ten  minutes  to  the  gentleman  ftom  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  Bird.  ] 

Mr.  BIRD.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  addition  to 
the  objections  which  have  already  been  ur^ed 
against  this  bill,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
0?  the  House  to  one  further  consideration.  In 
order  to  make  it  manifest  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  those  who  have  suggested  and  framed 
the  bill  to  concentrate  a  vast  amount  of  addi- 
tional power  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, yea,  in  the  hands  of  one  indiTidual, 
I  call  attention  to  the  language  of  the  eighth 
section : 

That  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  September  in 
eaoh  year  the  Commissioner  of  £daeatiott  shall  oer* 
tliy  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  as  to  eaoh  State. 
Territory,  and  Distriet,  whether  it  is  entitled  to  re- 
ceive its  share  of  the  apportionment  under  this  act, 
and  the  amount  of  such  share,  which  shall  there- 
upon be  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  provision  placet 
in  the  hands  of  a  single  officer,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Education,  absolute  and  entire  con* 
trol  of  this  fund,  only  to  be  controlled  by  sub- 
sequent legislation.  It  is  for  him  to  say  whether 
New  Jersey  and  South  Carolina  or  any  other 
State  has  complied  with  the  conditions  pre- 
viously expressed  in  the  bill  so  as  to  entitle 
the  State  to  the  benefits  intended  by  the'l>ill. 
Are  we  prepared  to  sanction  any  such  legisla- 
tion as  this — any  snoh  concentration  of  pKOwer  T 
Is  there  any  possible  warrant  for  it  in  the 
Constitution?  Have  we  any  precedent  for  it 
in  any  other  legislative  act?  Has  either  party. 
Democratic  or  £Lepnblican,  at  any  timepassea 
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a  law  respecting  edocation,  which  by  aoj  pos- 
sible pretense  or  constmction  gave  so  much 
power  as  this  to  any  single  officer?  I  appre- 
hend that  when  eentlemen  on  the  other  side 
come  to  contemplate  the  vast  stretch  of  power 
here  granted,  whether  designed  or  not,  they 
will  recoil  from  it  and  so  amend  this  provision 
as  to  make  it  much  more  liberal  toward  the 
States  than  it.  now  appears  to  be.  In  its 
present  form  it  implies  a  want  of  confidence 
in  their  honesty  and  integrity  unworthy  of  us; 
it  implies  that  the  people  of  a  State  are  likely 
to  be  treacherous  enough  to  adopt  a  system 
of  free  education  in  order  to  place  themselves 
on  the  roll  of  betrayers. 

But' look  further.  Will  yon  place  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  individual  the  power  to  say 
because  a  superintendent  of  a  single  county 
has  failed  to  make  a  report  satisfactory  to  his 
highness  the  Commissioner  of  Education, 
therefore  that  State  shall  be  deprived  of  all  its 
privileges  under  this  bill  7  It  never  could  have 
Seen  your  intention.  It  requires  every  partic- 
ular shall  be  in  precise  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  this  individual.  He  is  the  supreme 
arbiter.  He  retains  the  entire  control.  It  is 
impossible  that  such  an  enactment  an  this  will 
receive  the  earnest  consideration  and  the  con- 
sent of  either  branch  of  Congress. 

I  was  in  the  belief  that  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  did  not  intend  this 
from  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas 
sachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  who  addressed  the 
House  on  the  other  side  on  this  question 
seems  for  once  to  cibnsent  that  the  doctrine  of 
State  rights  is  one  to  be  observed  and  adhered 
to.  For  myself,  I  begin  to  see  in  all  this  dis- 
cussion some  little  light.  Our  friends  on  the 
other  side,  and  especially  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  seem  to  be  returning  to  their 
old  love.  In  the  days  of  personal- liberty  bills 
the  doctrine  of  State  rights  was  to  them  most 
precious.  I  apprehend  the  mind  running  in 
a  circle,  as  it.is  sure  to  do,  is  bringing  those 
gentlemen  back  to  the  proper  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  and  to  a  better  understand- 
iiig  of  this  m^st  important  and  solemn  subject, 
the  rights  of  the  individual  Slates,  the  preser- 
vation of  local  self  government,  the  education 
of  our  own  children  intellectually  as  well  as 
morally,  the  two  being  so  intimately  combined 
that  it  IS  as  competent  for  us  to  provide  to-day 
for  a  system  of  religious  as  well  as  of  intel- 
lectual instrudaon.  Only  take  this  step,  and 
t^  other  can  as  well  be  allowed  under  the 
powers  claimed  for  Congress. 

It  seems  to  me  this  is  an  old  acquaintance 
in  a  new  dress.  1  would  be  glad  to  express 
myself  more  fully  upon  it.  but  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress  I  had  the  honor  to  do  so. 
This  may  be  said  to  be.  as  that  was,  the  child 
of  the  Freedmen'a  Bureau^  a  supplement 
thereto)  a  revival  of  that  system  of  legislation 
to  some  extent.  The  same  argument  or  dec- 
lamation is  used  that  greeted  us  during  the 
exciting  dejs  of  reconstruction.  It  has  been 
said  the  necessity  of  education  is  very  great 
throughout  the  South ;  that  had  the  people  of 
the  3outh  been  educated  there  would  have 
been  no  rebellion ;  that  had  they  been  properly 
educated  there  would  have  been  no  resistance 
to  the  reconstruction  acts.  And  the  admission 
comeefrom  tiie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hoar]  that  because  of  the  widespread 
i^Boranee  among  certain  classes  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Souths  these  wild  disorders,  this 
turbulence,  this  unheard-of  civil  discord  in  the 
South  has  been  manifested.  Hence  the  asser- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
VooRBBBsj  the  other  day  is  verified  from  an 
unexpected  quarter.  Mr.  Voorbees  showed 
most  emphatically  that  the  great  error  in  re- 
construction was  in  placing  the  pyramid  upon 
its  apejC.  In  this  debate  we  are  gratified  with 
the  admission  that  this  statement  is  true  and 
the  criticism  just. 

Why  not  now,  let  me  ask,  Mr.  Speaker, 
trust  these  States?  Why  not  consign  to  them 
thiafund  and. allow  them  to  use  it  aecording 


to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judgment?  Are 
we  not  willing  to  place  this  small  pittance  in 
their  hands  ?  I  ask  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  whether  they  are  afraid  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Kentucky 
with  all  her  alleged  illiteracy,  or  in  the  hands 
of  South  Carolina,  down  trodden  and  op- 
pressed and  overburdened  as  she  is,  or  in  the 
hands  of  any  other  southern  State,  a  few  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  that  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  under  this  bill  will  bring  to 
them,  and  to  trust  them  with  the  honest  dis- 
posal thereof?  Let  me  sug|;est  that  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  m  my  opinion,  the 
northern  States  will  consume  nearly  tne  whole 
of  this  fund.  As  has  been  said  already  by 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee will  receive  but  a  very  small  proper^ 
tion  of  this  sum,  and  I  apprehend  it  will  be 
so  with  most  of  the  southern  States  because 
of  their  inability  to  comply  with  these  severe 
conditions,  one  of  which  clearly  is,  thongh 
not  expressed,  equality  of  the  whites  and 
blacks  in  common  schools.  Then  to  whom 
shall  this  fund  go?  To  the  northern  States? 
It  never  could  have  been  intended  by  the 
framers.of  this  bill  that  this  fund  should  prin- 
cipally go  to  the  northern  States,  but  mani- 
festly such  will  be  the  result.  I  will  not  charge 
them  with  mercenary  motives.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  any  such  display  of  selfishness. 
I  will  not  charge  them  wiUi  a  desire  to  con- 
coot  a  bill  and  have  it  passed  which  they  knew 
beforehand  the  people  of  the  South  would  not 
comply  with ;  tnat,  firom  the  very  nature  of 
things,  it  imposes  conditions  which  cannot  be 
complied  with  by  the  people  of  the  South 
without  consenting  to  that  social  equality 
which  all  the  intelligence  of  the  South  assures 
them  will  be  disastrous  and  dishonorable,  the 
beginning  of  a  degradation  which  awaits  all 
who  yield  to  misce|;enation. 

Hence,  I  insist,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
that  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  other  southern  States 
will  never  be  prepared  to  complv  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  not  at  least  for  many  years 
to  come.  Therefore  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands  will  all  by  tnis  bill,  if  it  becomes 
a  law,  under  the  constmction  which  the  siiper- 
intendent  of  public  schools  will  place  upon  it, 
be  necessarily  donated  to  the  northern  States 
alone. 

I  might  remark  that  in  New  Jersev  we  ask 
nothing  from  this  fund.  During  the  last  year 
we  have  expended  $2,875,000  in  the  cause  of 
education,  a  large  sum,  amounting  to  about 
fifteen  dollars  to  each  child  who  is  of  the  age 
required  by  law  to  attend  common  schools. 
And  nothing  will  be  asked  by  the  State  of 
Indiana,  if  we  can  judge  aright  from  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  that  State, 
[Mr.  Kerb.]  who  has  just  preceded  me.  This 
being  so,  why  should  the  people  of  thja  North 
endeavor  to  impose  unnecessary  buniens  on 
the  people  of  the  South  ?  And  further,  whv 
should  they  attempt  to  frame  a  law  which 
would  be  nugatory  and  afford  them  no  bene- 
fits whatever  in  the  way  of  promoting  the 
cause  of  education? 

I  thank  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Parker^  for  his  kindness  in  allow- 
ing me  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  On  a 
former  occasion  I  expressed  my  views  very 
briefly  on  this  bill,  and  I  should  have  been  con- 
tent with  my  remarks  then  made,  had  not  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar,] 
who  is  a  member  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported this  bill,  seen  fit  to  indulge  in  some 
remarks  which  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  an- 
swer. The  gentleman  saw  fit  to  arraign  the 
Democratic  party  in  terms  as  opposed  to  edu- 
cational interests.  I  had  supposed,  sir,  that 
the  time  was  past  when  any  gentleman  who 
is  a  member  of  either  of  the  two  great  polit- 
ical parties  would  arraign  the  other  as  being 
opposed  to  the  great  intarests  of  education. 


It  is  conclusive  to  my  mind  that  any  gent^ 
man  who  seeks  to  do  this  must  be  very  poor 
in  argument,  and  very  short  of  msterisl  wvk 
which  to  support  any  proposiiioo,  if  thii  b« 
his  last  resort. 

I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Denomtie 
party  need  no  vindication  of  mine  in  nfui 
to  the  interest  which  they  have  manifested  b 
the  great  cause  of  education.  If  any  poihicil 
party  in  this  land  has  been  the  chaapios  of 
the  great  interests  of  education,  it  ms  beeg 
the  Democratic  party.  Why,  ur,  we  saj  bh 
day,  as  we  have  always  said,  that  edooboe 
is  the.  foundation  upon  which  we  most  m«k 
to  build  in  this  country,  if  we  build  8Qece» 
folly.  We  say  that  it  la  the  chief  corBe^ston 
in  this  our  national  fabric.  Let  the  gestlesu 
turn  to  the  history  of  the  Democratic  ptrtj, 
and  he  will  find  that  they  have  ever  tactnt 
aged  educational  interesta.  Let  him  look  il 
the  last  inangur^l  address  of  Governor  Parkef, 
of  New  Jersey,  who,  I  think,  is  a  prettj  good 
specimen  of  our  party ;  or  let  him  go  to  New 
Hampshire,  my  own  State,  and  read  the  lut 
inaugaral  message  of  oar  Governor  Uiere;ia 
him  go  to  any  other  State  where  the  Deiao- 
cratio  party  has  been  in  power,  and  he  viQ 
find  they  have  been  foremost  in  eoeonn^og 
education  and  its  interests.  Sir,  I  horl  biek 
upon  the  gentleman  the  assertion,  and  deoj 
here  and  now  that  we  have  ever  opposed  edu- 
cation. We  stand  committed  to  the  adnoee- 
ment  of  its  interests.  And  if  that  gestlemu 
or  any  other  gentleman  will  bring  forward  i 
measure  purely  in  the  interests  of  edacstiof 
our  people,  to  whatever  race  they  may  belosj^, 
he  will  find  that  the  Democratic  party  will  gin 
him  every  assistance. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  said  that  thit 
bill  was  brought  forward  in  the  iotereitB  of 
the  southern  people.  I  wish,  sir,  that  this 
bill  in  its  effects  would  benefit  the  soathero 
people.  If  this  is  really  brought  fbrwirdio 
the  interests  of  the  southern  people,  whj  ii  it 
necessary  to  unite  with  it  this  pet  scheme  vbiek 
the  gentleman  has  espoosed,  and  whidi  I  ^liok 
has  been  a  pet  scheme  of  bis  for  somt  time, 
and  has  been  made  to  appear  io  Uiis  Hwse 
before,  and  which  has  been  defeated,  nasel;, 
the  establishment  of  a  general  saperinteodace 
over  our  public  schools  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land?  It  is  very  evident, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  bill  cannot  he  brought 
forward  or  advocated  succeasfullv  in  the  ini^ 
ests  of  the  southern  people.  If  1  belie?ed 
that  it  was  brought  forward  with  that  view, 
and  that  it  would  accomplish  the  object 
without  violating  any  great  consUtoiiooal 
principles,  I  should  most  cheerfully  gi^o  it  my 
assent  But  it  does  not  do  this.  1  ^^^f^^f * 
here  a  little  estimate  of  the  amount  which  the 
schools  or  districts  will  be  likely  to  receiw 
under  the  operation  of  this  bill.  There  are 
in  the  several  States  of  this  Union  som^thiog 
like  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  school*, 
not  including  the  Territories.  TakingonebiK 
of  this— I  refer  to  the  net  income  froa  tb9 
sale  of  the  public  lands  during  the  \bM>  *^ 
years — and  I  find  the  net  income  to  hatebeeo 
a  little  over  eight  million  dollars.  mmH 
this  estimate,  then,  I  find  that  these  schooit  or 
school  districts  will  receive  less  than  five  dol- 
lars each.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  can  it  be  wj 
with  any  degree  of  propriety,  can  it  he  »'« 
with  any  truth,  that  we  are  bringing  forwird  » 
measure  in  the  interest  of  the  southern  peopw, 
or  in  the  interest  of  any  people  really»  ^°^ 
we  find  that  each  school  district  will  rec«w 
only  the  small  pittance  of  less  than  m  ^o^' 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  geo^ 
man  a  question,  if  it  would  not  be  «^«^r 
iug  him  too  much.  I  desire  to  ask  him  it  w 
is  familiar  with  the  effect  upon  edocjuon  w 
the  South  of  the  distribution  of  the  PeiW 
fund,  which  distributee  only  $100,000 auuu*^^ 
and  yet  has  operated  in  probably  ®'***'^-f 
times  that  amount  by  the  siimulus  to  o»<J» 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampiii^   HMi 
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been  argued  here  that  this  will  operate  as  a 
Biimolus.    Noir,  mj  eaperieBce  has  been— * 

Mr.  HOAB.  Mjr  qnestion  is  whether  be 
is  in  fact  ^miliar  with  the  operations  of  the 
Peabody  fund. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampehire.  I  have 
not  Tisited  the  southern  States,  and  I  cannot 
speak,  perhaps,  with  great  accuracy  as  to  their 
present  conditton,  or  what  effect  the  Peabodj 
rand  may  have  had. 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  gentleman  does  not  under- 
stand my  question. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  My 
experience  has  been  that  before  you  can  in- 
fluence the  public  mind  to  a  great  extent  by 
placing  a  small  fund  of  money  at  its  disposal 
ror  educational  purposes,  you  must  first  educate 
the  heart  and  the  mind  of  the  people.  Edu- 
cation is  the  result  of  local  sentiment.  Ton 
must  create  a  well-regulated  public  sentiment 
before  jou  can  greatly  benetit  the  people  by 
bestowinj;  upon  them  funds. 

Now,  f  do  not  know  what  the  condition  of 
the  pubKc  mind  may  be  in  the  southern  States 
in  regard  to  education,  but  from  the  araument 
of  thegentlemikn  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Perce] 
I  infer  that  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  South  are  opposed  to  education.  If  that 
be  true,  I  would  say  that  this  small  sum  of 
money  placed  at  their  disposal  will  work  no 

food ;  tney  must  first  be  conyinced  of  the  bene- 
cial  power  of  education,  and  he  had  better 
go  home  and  instruct  bis  people  upon  that 
point  before  he  asks  for  this  small  pittance. 
Let  them  realize  the  great  benefits  of  educa- 
tion, and  then  an^  sum  of  money  that  we  may 
place  at  their  disposal  will  be  beneficial  to 
them. 

I  do  not  know,  howerer,  that  the  gentleman 
is  right  in  what  he  says  in  relation  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  South.  I  am  heartily  in  &Tor 
of  aiding  the  southern  States'in  the  education 
of  their  people.  It  is  true  they  have  had  thrown 
npon  them  a  new  element,  an  element  lately 
bougd  down  by  the  chains  of  slanery,  a  people 
now  made  citizens.  We  owe  it  to  that  people, 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  do  something  for 
their  relief  and  their  education,  and  if  the 
l^ntleman  will  brine  forward  a  measure  here 
for  the  education  of  that  people  I  will  most 
heartily  indorse  it,  most  heartily  advocate  it. 
But  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  impose 
this  burden  upon  the  South.  It  was  very  ably 
and  very  truly  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kbrr]  that  it  wonld  be  impossi- 
ble for  the  southern  States,  situated  as  they 
now  are,  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  this 
bill.  Let  us,  then,  if  we  are  in  earnest,  if  we 
believe  what  we  say,.if  we  wish  to  help  these 
people,  come  directly  to  the  national  Treasurr 
and  ask  for  a  certain  sum  of  money  which  will 
be  reasonable,  and  which  will  be  of  some 
benefit  to  these  people  and  assist  them. 

Ah  I  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  and  an 
ulterior  object  which  these  gentlemen  have 
in  forcing  this  measure.  It  is,  as  has  been 
said  by  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  Housct 
tbe  commencement  of  a  work  which  they 
desire  to  accomplish.  It  is  to  gain  the  recog- 
nition of  a  principle  which  I  believe  gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House  generally  do 
not  believe  to  be  true,  namely,  that  this  Qov- 
eroment  has  the  right  in  any  way  to  interfere 
with  the  domestic  affieiirs  of  any  of  the  States. 

I  wish  gentlemen  would  plant  themselves 

npon  a  resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 

and  which  was  a  part  of  the  platform  of  the 

Republican  party  in  1860,  at  the  convention 

which  nominated  Mr.  Lincoln.    I  think  it  is 

pretty  good  Democratic  doctrine,  and  I  will 

i«ad  it  for  the  edification  of  gentlemen.    If 

it  is  their  doctrine  to-day,  all  right.    It  is  as 

follows : 

*'  Re$ohtd,  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the 
rif  hts  of  tbe  States,  and  eepeoially  of  the  rirht  of 
eaeb  State  to  order  and  control  itiown  domestio  in- 
•titntioQs  according  to  ita own  jiadgment  exclusively, 
is  essential  to  that  balance  of  power  on  which  the 

SrfMstion  and  anduranoe  of  our  poUtieal  fibbrio 
pfodi,"  II 


If  tbe  placing  of  a  iopennteadent  over  onr 
oommoo  sehools  here  at  Washington,  and  then 
punishing  a  State  officer  as  a  felon  in  the  Fed- 
eral courts,  as  such,  for  disobeying  hia  man- 
dates, is  not  practically  abolishing  onr  school 
system,  what  can  do  it?  Let  this  principle  be 
admitted,  and  then  earry  it  out  to  its  logical 
conclusion,  and  all  the  domestic  and  internal 
afiairs  of  the  States  are  surrendered  to  the 
General  Qovernment.  Then  the  gentleman 
from  Massaohasetts  will  realize  the  fruits  of 
his  toil.  These  zealous  people  who  advocate 
sach  doctrines  almost  inwiably,  in  their 
endeavors  to  accomplish  their  objects,  unite 
their  schemes  with  some  universally  popular 
subject,  and  then  condemn  everyboay  who 
revises  to  take  the  whole  doee.  There  are 
many  who  would  gladly  accept  the  good  and 
the  true  which  the  proposition  may  contain, 
bat,  as  honest  men,  feel  boand  to  discard  the 
evil.  Thus  it  is  with  this  bill.  It  contains 
some  propositions  which  meet  my  concur- 
rence, ana  I  would  cheerfully  eive  them  my 
support,  but  connected  therewiui  are  so  many 
evils  and  palpable  violations  of  the  Oonsti- 
tntion  that  I  cannot  support  it 

The  bill  permits  C!ongress  to  take  possession 
of  the  State  governments.  Should  we  not 
pause  before  taking  any  further  step  in  that 
direction?  If  it  is  thought  best  to  make  any 
disposition  of  the  pvocesos  of  the  poblie  lands, 
let  it  be  done  in  suck  a  manner  as  not  to  tram- 
ple down  or  impair  the  rights  of  the  several 
States.  Leave  the  funds  in  their  hands,  and 
trust  to  the  good  sense  and  intelligence  of  the 
people  in  malDug  such  a  disposition  of  these 
fuudsaathey  in  their  wisdom  think  will  be 
most  eonduetve  to  their  higheet  interest. 
Shonld  it  not  be  the  policy  of  Ooverament 
to  keep  these  lands  as  homesteads  for  actual 
settlers,  and  not  to  encourage  tbe  disposal  of 
them  for  any  other  parpoce? 

It  has  been  urgea  bv  some  gentlemen  that 
if  this  bill  passes  and  beoomea  a  law  it  will 
prevent  any  further  schemes  on  the  part  of 
corporations  and  moneyed  powers  from  plan- 
denag  and  grabbing  any  more  of  this  sacred 
iohentaace.  Ooold  I  be  made  to  see  the  tmth- 
falnees  of  thiaaigument,  it  wonld  go  fisr  toward 
inducing  me  to  support  this  measure  with  its 
many  and  serious  objections.  I  think  of  two 
evils  I  should  choose  the  least.  Bat  how  and 
in  what  way  will  these  nefarious  schemes  be 
stopped  by  the  passage  of  this  bill?  Certainly 
not  on  account  of  the  high  regard  which  rail- 
road corporations  have  for  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation. If  we  judge  the  futnre  by  the  past, 
tbey  will  think  of  themselves  first,  last,  and 
forever. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  the 
public  lands  of  the  nation  are  the  patrimony 
of  the  people.  This  is  very  tmCf  and  being 
the  patrimony  of  the  people,  it  is  the  right  or 
the  people  when  theee  laads  come  baek  to 
them  in  any  way  to  dispose  of  them,  and  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  arising  from  the  same  in 
such  a  manner  as  they  in  their  wisdom  think 
best 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
claim  which  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Pabksr]  makes  for  his  party,  that 
it  u  in  favor  of'  the  edncatioa  of  the  people, 
reminda  me  of  that  very  fervent  temperance 
man  down  East  who  was  in  favor  of  the 
Maine  liquor  law  but  opposed  to  its  enforce* 
menu  [Laughter.]  The  Democratic  party 
of  this  country  were  always  loud  in  their 
professions  of  a  desire  for  edncation,  but  they 
always  contrive  to  find  some  constitational 
difficulty  in  the  wav. 

The  gentleman  challenges  nato  show  where- 
in they  nave  been  opposed  to  edooataon*  Had 
he  been  on  the  floor  of  this  House  in  the  last 
Congress,  he  wonld  have  found  the  Demo- 
cratic members  going  almost  solidly  against 
printing  an  increased  number  of  the  Muca- 
tional  report ;  and  if  he  will  carry  his  mind 
back  to  that  time  he  will  find  that  they  were 
opposed  to  the  plan  of  education  that  was 


ofiered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  HoAB.1  Here  in  this  Congress  we  find 
them  already  in  solid  column  against  this 
effort  of  ours  to  distribute  and  disseminate  in- 
formation among  the  people.  They  are  strict 
constmctionisis ;  they  are  tainted  with  that 
old  virus  which  brought  about  the  rebellion. 
They  remind  me  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  olden  tmte,  who 
were  always  troubled  whenever  anything  was 
bron|[ht  forward  that  conld  not  be  founa  writ- 
ten distinctly  in  tbe  Constitution. 

You  perhaps  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  [Mr. 
Poland  in  the  chair,]  and  if  you  do  not  it  is 
tradition,  tbat  some  kw  years  ago  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  thought  it  proper 
to  appropriate  a  small  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  the  burying-ground  now 
in  nront  of  the  Oapitol.  They  wanted  a  place 
wherein  to  inter  members  of  Congress  and 
other  officials  of  the  Ooverament  wno  might 
diehere  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  ^iuties. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  partj  from 
the  southern  States  took  up  the  Constitution 
and  read  it  from  end  to  end,  and  not  finding 
there  the  phrase  '*  burying-ground,*'  or  the 
phrase  * 'national  cemetery,''  concluded  that 
It  could  not  be  within  the  purview  of  the  Con* 
stitution.  The  land  was  bought ;  it  is  out  yon- 
der now,  and  congressmen  have  been  buried  in 
it.  Soon  after  it  was  bought,  however,  one  of 
these  strict  constructionists  fell  sick  at  his 
gnarters.  He  sent  for  one  of  his  ooUeagnea 
mm  the  southern  States,  aad  when  he  had 
entered  his  room  he  said  to  him,  ''Jones, 
look  here;  I  am  ill,  very  ill,  and  I  think  I  am 
going  to  die.  Now  these  fellows  around  here 
will  want  to  bnry  me  in  the  congressional 
buryine^gronnd;  don't  yon  let  them  do  it,  for 
it  would  be  unconstitutional."     [Laoghter.] 

So  it  is  with  these  gentlemen  |  they  are 
afiraid  of  everything;  they  are  afiraid  that  the 
Constitution  will  be  violated  when  we  propose 
to  do  anght  in  favor  of  the  great  Interest  of 
education.  The  gentleman  from  Qeorgia[Mr. 
McIntibe]  opposed  this  bill  the  other  day 
because  it  was  unconstitutional,  and  he  has 
prepared  a  substitute  for  it,  whereby  the  whole 
of  the  money  that  may  be  distributed  to  tbe 
States  may  be  given  to  them  absolutely  and 
unconditionally.      And  he    t^ls   us  with  a 

§reat  deal  of  gratification  and  triumph  that 
own  in  the  State  of  Georgia  they  ha/ve  appro- 
priated $300,000  for  the  educational  interest 
of  the  people  of  that  Stote.  I  trust  that  that 
mav  be  so,  and  I  hope  that  educational  fund 
will  meet  with  a  better  iate  than  that  other 
educational  fund  which  ten  years  ago  the  State 
of  Georgia  appropriated  for  tbe  benefit  of 
common  schools.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
became  of  it.  That  fand  was  appropriated 
by  the  State,  and  tbe  interest  of  tne  money 
was  to  go  to  educational  purposes ;  bot  when 
the  superintendent  of  common  sehools  made 
his  last  report  the  greater  portion  of  that 
fiiad  had  been  absorbed  by  the  State,  bad 
been  appropriated  to  other  and  different  pur- 
posee.  and  the  State  soperintendent  reports 
that  there  is  $&81,000interest  on  that  fund  tbat 
has  been  diverted  by  the  State  firom  its  legiti- 
mate uses. 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  ass  perfeetlv  astonished  that 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  shonld  be  opposed 
to  anything  like  edncation  in  his  State,  when 
the  great  mot  is  made  patent  to  the  world,  by 
tbe  census  returns,  that  one  not  of  every  two 
voters  in  that  State  can  neither  read  nor  write. 
So,  too,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  one  in 
every  three  is  unable  ta  read  or  write.  Yet  I 
donbt  not,  when  the  vote  npon  this  bill  comes 
to  be  taken,  those  who  represent  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  those  States  will  go  in  solid 
phalanx  against  the  bill. 

Coming  nearer  home,  I  find  that  in  my  neigh- 
boring State  of  Delaware,  so  ably  represented 
on  this  floor  by  my  friend  [Mr.  Bioos]  who 
sits  before  me,  one  out  of  every  four  is  unable 
to  read  or  write;  and  when  the  laboring  men 
employed  by  my  friend  come  np  to  get  their 
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the  edneatiQii  of  all  her  aoos;  &  splendid 
trinity  of  triompha  in  behalf  of  the  people  by 
a  governaent  of  the  people,  the  memory  of 
which  shall  never  fade.  In  war  the  strong, 
great  heart  of  the  people  saved  the  Union  and 
lifted  up  the  slave;  in  peace,  let  ua  now  put 
in  the  securing  key-stone  of  the  arch  of  the 
people's  government  by  providing  for  the  peo- 
ple's education;  and  this  victory  of  peace 
will  be  Dsore  renowned  than  all  the  bloodiest 
fields  of  war. 

Other  nations  and  other  governments  may 
glide  along  in  despotic  peace  with  educatea 
rulers  ouly;  but  here  all  are  rulers,  and  if  the 
nation  is  to  prosper  the  nation  must  be  ruled 
intelligently.  lu  this  country  education  of  the 
masses  is  indeed  the  touch*stone  of  safety  and 
the  magic  wand  of  power.  It  alone  can  guide 
the  forward  car  of  popular  progress;  it  alone 
can  deliver  our  country  from  trouble  and  dan- 
ger ;  it  alone  can  break  down  warring  faction ; 
It  alone  can  crush  out  such  sectional  dangers 
as  may  hereafter  arise  in  our  widespread  and 
diversified  Eepublic ;  it  aloue  can  point  out 
the  safe  middle  path  'between  threatening 
domestic  interests,  and  can  rally  all  the  people 
against  hostile  foreign  power.  This  Congress 
can  do  no  greater  work ;  it  can  have  no  higher 
aim,  no  nobler  mission ;  and  if  we  pass  no 
other  act  than  this,  we  will  have  done  our 
duty  well. 

The  foreign  children  every  year  brought  by 
thousands  to  our  shores,  and  the  children  of 
foreigners  born  here,  should  have  an  American 
education;  they  should  be  weaned  from  Old- 
World  traditions  and  foreign  ideas  and  reared 
up  in  full  accord  with  American  ideas  and 
American  patriotism.  Many  patriotic  people 
fear  the  dangers  resulting  from  the  immense 
influx  of  foreign  elements  and  alien  ideas. 
Here,  in  popular,  national  education,  and  here 
only  is  the  remedy.  Others  fear  our  southern 
negro  vote  because  it  is  not  an  educated  vote ; 
but  the  colored  voters  are  instinctively  patri- 
otic, and  whatever  defects  they  may  have  is 
from'  want  of  education  aIone>  and  this  defect 
must  be  remedied,  not  only  because  it  is  bad 
statesmanship  to  have  a  mass  of  uneducated 
voters,  but  because  to  educate  them  by  the 
nation  is  not  generosity,  but  simply  justice ; 
the  nation  crushed  them  down,  the  nation 
must  lift  them  up. 

In  Mississippi  we  are  doing  what  we  can  to 
educate  the  children,  white  and  colored.  We 
desire  to  educate  the  white  children  who,  dur-' 
ing  the  war  and  subsequent,  by  consequent 
poverty,  were  debarred  any  chance  of  edu« 
cation.  We  desire  to  raise  up  the  colored 
people  from  out  the  slough  of  ignorance  into 
which  slavery  has  pldnged  them.  During  our 
Republican  State  administrations  we  have 
established  three  thousand  school-houses,  and 
in  one  year  placed  ninety  thousand  children 
at  the  free  scnools.  But  I  wish  gentlemen  to 
remember  that  the  southern  States  are  poor. 
Desolated  and  impoverished  by  war,  we  are 
illy  able  to  sustain  all  the  burdens  which  the 
new  state  of  things  has  thrust  upon  us.  Now 
that  slaverv  has  passed  away  we  have  twice  as 
many  children  to  educate,  and  yet  we  have  far 
less  property  out  of  which  to  raise  the  money 
necessary  for  educational  purposes.  Now, 
here  is  where  the  General  Government  must 
step  in  and  lend  us  a  helping  hand.  The 
children  of  the  South,  white  and  colored,  are 
not  the  children  of  the  South  alone;  they  are 
the  children  of  the  nation.  The  South  has 
felt  long  enough  and  hard  enough  the  nation's 
mailed  hand  of  power:  let  it  now  extend  tons 
the  assisting  hand  or  friendship.  We  have 
learned  the  might  of  the  Union,  let  us  now 
feel  its  blessings. 

The  sum  to  be  received  annually  by  each 
State  under  this  bill  may  seem  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  some  of  the  wealthy  and  powerful 
northern  States  to  be  a  mere  bagatelle,  but  to 
the  southern  States  who  most  need  it  this  sum, 
annually  increasing,  as  it  will,  until  it  gets  to 


be  an  immenee  fund,  will  be  viduable  in  itself 
as  well  as  an  incentive  to  further  effort.  And 
it  is  the  more  valuable  to  us  because  it  will 
not  be  distributed  according  to  wealth  or  the 
amount  of  taxation  raised,  but  according  to 
the  number  of  children,  thus  eaualizing  the 
old  States  and  the  new,  the  ricn  States  and 
the  poor. 

Opposition  is  made  to  this  bill  on  the  score 
of  economy;  that  we  should  keep  the  national 
lands  for  revenue  pnrpoees,  &c.  The  experi- 
ence of  years  should  teach  us  that  the  national 
domain  is  but  a  national  temptation,  a  grand 
invitation  for  schemes  of  corporation  plunder 
and  private  aggrandizement.  Even  before 
these  latter  days  of  railroad  land-grabbing 
jobs  we  had  plenty  of  schemes  by  which  the 
national  domain  was  lessened  and  no  recom- 
pense accrued  to  the  people  therefor.  We  had 
even  those  absnrdly  ridiculous  donations  of 
*' swamp  lands,'*  millions  of  acres  given  away 
as  *'  swamp'*  which  were  as  dry  as  the  top  of 
Mount  Ararat,  and  above  any  i)ossible  over- 
flow from  any  source.  And  so  it  has  always 
been  and  always  will  be,  unless  we  do  some- 
thing else  than  hold  it  as  we  do  now — ^vast,  un* 
guaraed  treasure,  with  no  especially  appointed 
guardian. 

This  biU  forever  consecrates — '  'conaecrates' ' 
ii  indeed  the  proper  word  when  creating  so 
sacred  a  trust — and  sets  apart  for  the  e&car 
tion  of  the  people  the  net  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  If  you  will  pass  this  bill  we  will 
have  no  more  of  these  gigantic  thefts  from  the 
public  lands ;  we  will  hear  no  more  of  venality 
and  corrnptioa  about  land  grants.  The  f>ub- 
lie  domain  will  then  be  a  national  blessing. 
Hitherto  it  hae  almost  been  a  national  curse ; 
it  has  been  a  source,  a  very  fountain-head  of 
oormption;  and  it  has  builded  up  gigantic 
monopolies,  which  with  Bnarean  arrae  reach 
all  over  the  country,  crushing  out  individual 
enterprise,  stifling  personal  eflbrt,  and  swal- 
lowing np  the  interests  of  the  laborer  and  of 
the  smaller  capitalists.  Cities,  counties,  even 
whole  States  and  State  Legislatures,  are  in  the 
grasp  of  these  soulless  corporations,  and  they 
do  with  them  astheor  will.  Instead  of  a  repub- 
lic of  the  people,  we  will  soon  have  a  despot- 
ism of  eorporations. 

It  is  time  we  should  mdce  a  radical  change 
in  this  matter.  It  is  time  we  should  utilise  this 
magnificent  heritage  of  the  people,  and  enjoy 
its  fruits,  instead  of  squandering  it  as  hitherto 
in  folly  and  fraud.  This  bill  accomplishes  a 
double  purpose,  for  it  provides  a  fund  which 
otherwise  would  have  to  be  raised  by  taxation, 
and  it  also  secures  the  public  domains,  which 
else  will  be  wasted  and  dissipated  by  new 
schemes,  of  which  the  future  will  be  as  pro- 
lific as  the  present  or  past. 

In  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Sooth  I  es]»e- 
cially  appeal  to  eveiy  southern  Representative 
to  record  his  vote  in  iavor  of  this  bill.  Hitherto 
1^  Sonth,  mirepresented  in  Congress— -and 
even  when  fully  represented  having  only  about 
one  fifth  of  the  Representatives  on  this  floor — 
has  bad  few  of  the  benefits  of  national  legis- 
lation. Millions  of  dollars  areannually  appro- 
priated for  rivers,  and  harbors,  and  public 
buildings,  while  a  few  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars cover  all  we  geL  Millions  of  acres  have 
been  voted  away,  and  we  obtain  almost  noth- 
ing ;  and  the  few  grants  we  did  get  went  mainly 
to  benefit  northern  capitalists.  But  under  this 
bill  we  will  henceforth  obtain  our  full  share 
of  our  joint  inheritancew  I  hope  no  southern 
Representative,  be  he  Democrat  or  Repub- 
lican, will  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  yield 
a  minute  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
[Mr.  Pbbob,]  who  desires  to  allow  an  amend- 
ment to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  PERCK  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Goodbicb.] 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  offsr,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  it  printed,  an  amendment  which  I 
send  to  ue  desk. 


The  Clark  read  as  follows : 

Amend  seetion  four  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Provided^  hmoeter^  That  for  the  first  ten  years  the 
distribution  of  the  said  fund  to  and  among  the  sev- 
eral States  and  Torritorios,  indading  the  District 
of  ColuiQbia,  shall  be  made,  aooording  to  the  ratio 
of  the  ilTiteraoy  of  their  respective  populations,  as 
shown  from  time  to  time  by  the  last  preceding  pub* 
lio  census  of  the  United  Statea 

Mr.   McNEKLY.      I  offer   the    following 
amendment,  which  I  desire  to  have  printed. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Afterthe  word '*  people. '^at  the  end  of  seetion  one, 
add  the  foUowior :  "  and  after  the  1st  day  of  July 
next,  printer's  types  and  ink.  type-metal  and  priat- 
inf  paper,  used  for  books  and  newspapers  exclu- 
sively, imported  ftt>m  abroad  into  the  United  States, 
shall  be  exempt  from  duty  and  entitled  to  free 
entry." 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  having  h  printed. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Add  tb«  fbllowitig  proviso  t«»  section  two : 
Prawided,  h&wevep.  That  'after  the  passage  of  this 
act  no  pablio  lands  of  the  United  bt^tes  shall  be 
sold,  except  mloeral  lands  and  town  sites,  and  all 
the  paUie  lands  of  the  United  States  adapted  to 
agriculture  shall  be  reserved  for  actual  settlers, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  lawSj  subject, 
however,  to  land  warrants  and  college  scrip  issued 
by  authority  of  Oeogreas,  and  the  grants  which  Con- 
gress shall  hereafter  make  in  the  Territories  and 
new  States  for  the  purposes  of  education. 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  Penn^vania.  I  re- 
sume the  floor,  and  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bdbohabd.] 

Mr.  BURCUARD.  I  have  availed  myself 
of  the  courtesy  of  the  gentl^nan  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  TowNSEND,]  not  to  discuss  the 
general  merits  of  the  propositKm,  but  to  sug- 
gest some  amendments  which  I  think  might  be 
nmde  in  the  details  of  this  bill ;  and  I  desire 
to  oflEer  those  amendments,  or  some  substitute 
that  will  cover  them. 

I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  the  Democrats  upon 
this  floor  aTow  themselves  in  favor  of  educa- 
tion, and  that  their  only  opposition  to  this 
measure  is  that  it  will  interfere  with  State 
rights.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  they  fail  to  specify 
any  invasion  in  this  bill  of  the  right  of  a  State 
to  cootrol  the  education  of  its  people.  The 
bill  does  not  compel  any  State  to  provide  or 
enforce  a  free-school  system.  It  is  simply 
intended  to  persuade  the  States,  by  offering 
them  a  portion  of  the  avails  of  the  Miles  of  the 
public  lands  if  they  will  establish  and  main- 
tain a  free-school  system.  The  amendments 
which  I  propose  are  first  to  the  second  section. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  machinery  provided  in 
that  section  is  unnecessary.  At  an  early  period 
of  the  session  I  introduced  a  bill,  No.  102, 
which  differs  from  this  bill  in  three  important 
particulars.  The  first  is  as  to  the  machinery 
and  officers  through  whom  the  account  is  to  be 
taken.  This  bill  proposes  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  shall  certify  the  account  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Now,  these 
accounts,  I  suggest  to  the  committeet  are  kept 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  is  the 
officer  to  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  UOAB.  I  understand  that  this  pro- 
vision meets  the  approval  of  both  the  Secre- 
taries* 

Mr.  BURCHARD.  Well,  I  understand  that 
these  accounts  are  passed  upon  and  adjudicated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  not 
necessary,  as  is  provided  in  this  bill,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  certify  this 
account  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  and 
then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  certify  it 
back  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  My 
substitute  proposes  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself  shall  directly  certify  th^ 
account. 

There  is  another  point  upon  which  I  spoke 
the  other  day.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  better 
at  once  to  appropriate  all  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  the  objects  of  this 
bill,  so  as  to  inaugurate  immediately  a  free- 
school  system,  and  establish  free  schools 
wherever  they  do  not  now  exist.    For  onci  I 
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looiMUon,  or  other  diipoaiUon  of  the  pablio  laadt  of 
the  United  States  are  oereby  set  apart  and  annually 
appropriated  forthe  maintenance  of  common  schools 
for  the  freeedaeation  of  all  the  ehildren  in  the  Uni> 
ted  States  of  suitable  sohooL  age.  which  proceeds 
shall  be  distributed  to  each  State  and  Territory,  and 
to  the  District  of  Golambia,  in  proportion  to  its 
reapeetiTe  popslation  as  asoertsined  by  the  eensus 
last  preceding  such  distribution. 

SfiO.2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  an  account  to  be  taken  after  the  dose  of  each 
fiscal  year,  and  aKsertaiu  the  amount  of  expend- 
itures during  the  last  preceding  fiscal  year  incurred 
in,  or  occasioned  by.  thesurvey,  sale,  location,  entry, 
or  other  disposition  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  inoluding  appropriations  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  general  and  district  land  ofiloea  during 
such  year,  and  the  total  receipts  from  the  sale  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands,  loeluding  all  fees 
received  at  such  ofileea.  and  shall,  on  or  Mfore  the 
1st  day  of  December  of  each  year,  certify  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  amount  of  the  net  ca^h 

Srooeeds  from  the  sale,  entry,  locatiout  or  other 
isposition   of  such   lands  after  deduoting  such 
expenses  and  expenditures. 

Sbc.  3.  That  upon  the  receipt  of  such  cerdflcate 
the  Commissioner  of  Education^  under  the  direction 
of  the  -Secretury  of  the  Interior,  shall  proceed  to 
apportion  upon  the  basis  of  population,  the  amouut 
80  certified  to  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  and  to  each  State  wherein 
provision  is  m^e  by  law  for  the  free  education  of 
all  the  children  thereof  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
fifteen  years,  and  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  such  apportion- 
ment,  and  to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion of  each  State  and  Territory,  or  other  officer 
empowered  by  nie  laws  of  such  State  or  Territory  to 
perform  the  duty  herein  enjoined,  the  amount  so 
apportioned  to  such  State  or  Territory. 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  superintendentof  public  instruc- 
tion of  each  State  and  Territory,  or  such  ofllcer  as 
shsill,  by  the  laws  of  such  State  or  Territory,  be 
required  so  to  do,  shall  immc4iAtely  upon  tbe  receipt 
of  such  certificate  proceed  to  apportion  the  amount 
so  certified  to  iis  State  or  Territory  to  the  several 
distrteta  therein,  which  shall  have  maintained  for  at 
least  three  mouths  during  the  preeeding  year  a  free 
school  for  all  the  childrenof  such  district  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  fifteen  years,  which  apportion- 
ment shall  be  upon  the  basis  of  the  population  of 
■aoh  district,  ana  the  amount  so  fn»portioaed  shall 
be  solely  applied  in  payment  of  teachers'  wages ; 
the  said  superintendent  or  ofllcer  shall  report  his 
apportionment  so  made  to  the  Commissioner  of  Ed  u- 
ontion.  who  thereupon^  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  shall  certify  the  same,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  appears  regular  and  correct,  to 
the  Seereitty  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  such  superin- 
tendent or  other  officer  designated  an  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  6.  That  the  amount  apportioned  to  the  school 
districts  of  any  State,  and  certified  a^  herein  pro- 
vided, shall  be  paid  upon  the  warrant  of  tbe  Com- 
miasioner  of  Education,  countersigned  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stsctes,  to  the  State  or  territorial  treasurer, 
or  te  such  oflMer.  as  shall  be  deeii^iated  by  the  laws 
of  SBch  State  or  Territory  to  receive,  account  for, 
and  pay  over  the  same  to  the  several  districts  enti- 
tled thereto  tin der  such  hpportionmeot,  which  treas- 
mrer  eroffieer shall  be  required  to  report,  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  of  each  year,  to  the  Commis- 

sioner of  Eduoation,  adetailea  statement  of  tbe  pay- 
ments mAde,  and  balance  in  his  hands' withheld, 
nnclaimed.  or  for  any  cause  unpaid. 

8x0.  6.  That  in  case  any  State  or  Territory  sh^l 
misapply,  or  allow  to  be  misapplied. squandered,  or 
in  any  manner  appropriated  or  used  other  than  for 
the  purposes  herein  required,  tbe  funds,  or  any  part 
thereof,  received  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  or 
shall  fail  to  report,  as  herein  provided  through  Its 
proper  offloers  the  disposition  thereof,  such  State 
or  Territory  shall  forfeit  its  right  to  eny  subse- 

?Lnent  apportionment  by  virtue  nereof,  until  the 
lUl  amount  so  misapplied,  lost,  or  misappropriated, 
shall  have  been  replaced  by  such  State  or  Terri- 
tory and  applied  as  herein  required,  and  until 
such  report  shall  have  been  m%de. 

Sxc.  7.  That  tbe  Commissioner  of  Education  shall 
be  ex  oMcio  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ai  sueh  shall  make 
the  apportionment,  returns,  report,  and  ceUifioates 
for  said  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  manner  and  fbr 
the  purposee  and  under  the  lifmitatiod^  prelcribed 
in  section  four  of  this  act,  and  the  ihO|Rey  thus  m>- 
portioned  in  siid  District  shall  be  p»id  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  pro<»er  offlcers 
entitled  to  receive,  use,  account  for,  or  pay'over  the 
■ame,  as  n^ay  be  provided  by  law* 

Mr.  TOWNSfiND,  of  Peuofylrania^  I  now 
yield  twen^  minutea  to  tbe  genilemAii  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Sbbllababgkr,!  on  my  rkbU 

Mr.  SUELLABABGEB.  Mr.S|Mti3Mr,oar 
experience  with  thit  biH  famishes  m  latber 
suggestive  indicatioiir  of  what  is  very  often 
happeoing  in  our  oouotry,  of  how  the  oiost 
momentous  thinos  are  disposed  of  here  with- 
out aitraodng  to  them. any  coosiderable  amount 
of  attention,  eveii  in  that  body  which  disposes 
of  them.  Tbe  truth  is  that  in  this  coantry  we 
have  become  used  to  Tsry  large  affairs ;  espe- 
cially during  tbe  last  ten  years  has  that  been  so, 
and  1  fear  it  has  somewhat  spoiled  oar  legis- 
SatiTe  practices. 


J^ow,  sir,  here  is  a  bill  which  will  dispose 
of  the  grandest  domain  that  is  now  upon  this 
planet  belonging  to  any  one  Govenimeat,  I 
doubt  whether  in  tbe  history  of  legislation,  at 
any  rate  of  modem  times,  there  is  to  be  found 
anything,  having  regard  of  the  national  terri- 
tory, of  the  importance  of  this  bill ;  and  yet 
I  am  not  sure  that  one  half  of  us  know  what 
is  going  ou  here.  Now,  sir,  this  debate  oo  the 
part  of  the  friends  of  this  bill  has  been  con* 
dacted  with  most  admirable  ability ;  and  I  trust 
they  will  pardon  me  for  making  the  remark. 
And  my  relnctanoe,  for  I  feel  some,  in  speak- 
ing now  is  because  £  fear  that  instead  of^  add- 
ing to  I  will  spoil  the  force  of  what  has  been 
said  in  favor  of  tbe  bill.  Bat  I  trust  it  is  not 
anworthy  in  me  that  my  desire  to  speak  about 
this  subject  comes  rather  from  ao  ambition  to 
connect  my  name,  though  bat  obscurely  and 
poorly,  with  it,  rather  than  from  any  hope  I 
have  that  I  will  aid  in  securing  the  passage  of 
this  biU ;  for  I  trust  there  is  no  doubt  about 
that. 

Now,  sir,  this  hill  will  forever  dispose  of  all 
that  we  have  left  of  that  vast  national  estate  in 
laud  given  to  us  of  God.  It  is  suggested  that 
I  should  amend  my  remark  by  substitutiog 
' '  proceeds ' '  for ' '  patrimony. ' '  I  do  not  know 
that  the  amendment  is  important.  We  conse- 
crate the  land  and  its  proceeds  forever,  and 
put  it  oat  of  the  public  property  and  domain 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  aad 
that  ends  it.  Now,  a  measure  that  will  do  so 
great  a  thing  as  that,  we  all  will  agree  ought 
to  consecraite  this  vast  and  our  last  estates  in 
laud  wisely  and  oaly  to  the  most  exalted 
eeds ;  and  the  question,  if  we  consider  any  at 
all,  and  I  fear  we  are  not  considering  it  enough, 
is :  are  we  really  doing  this  wisely  ? 

Let  me  now  occupy  a  few  moments  by  the 
consideration  of  the  oueetion  whether  it  is  con- 
stitutionally proper  tor  us  to  make  this  dedi- 
eation.  Among  those  on  the  other  side  who 
have  nr^ed  the  wi^nt  of  constitutional  power 
[  especudlv  listened  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Kutit,]  to  whom  I  always  listen 
with  plesisure,  because  of  the  ability  and  the 
elearnesa  with  which  be  states  his  poiots.  He 
presented  several  points  in  regard  to  the  want 
of  pow^  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  pass  this 
bilil  Let  me  consider  one  or  two  of  those 
points. 

One  is  that  the  bill  proposes  to  impose  upon 
certain  State  officials  certain  obli|paions,  and 
to  make  the  omission  to  comply  with  the  obli- 
gations imposed  by  act  of  Congress  upon  State 
officers  an  offense,  and  to  punish  it  ns  such. 
He  sa^s  that  such  a  provision  is  new ;  that  it 
is  agamst  the  Constitution  ;  that  it  maJces  this 
bill  clearly  in  contravention  of  the  fundamental 
law  of  tkke  ecnntry.  Now,  my  friend's  mem- 
ory fails  him  when  he  makes  that  statement. 

Does  itot  tbe  gentleman  know  that  that  law 
which  attracted  more  of  the  attention  of  tbe 
conrts,  both  of  tbe  States  and  of  the  ¥'ederal 
Government,  than  any  other  law  that  was  «ver 
on  the  statute-books  of  our  country— I  allude 
to  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1798— did  tbe  iden- 
tical thing  which  he  objects  to;  not  the  thing 
which  this  bill  actually  proposes  to  do,  but  the 
identical  thing  whieh  he  attrt hates  to  this  bill 
and  denounces  as  unwarranted  by  the  Coniti- 
tution  ?  That  htw  of  1708  imposed  obligations 
upon  Stale  officials  with  regard  to  the  Federal 
right  of  reclamation  of  slaves.  Again  and 
again,  all  through  our  history,  the  validity  of 
that  law  in  that  regard,  as  well  as  in  every  other, 
parsed  under  the  most  searching  ordeals  of 
judicial  invtetigatioa  that  any  tow  was  ever 
sul^ected  to.  Yet  it  stood  the  ordeal  in 
that  rsgard,  I  am  not  saying  wh^er  rightly 
or  wrongly;  but  whether  right  or  wrong,  the 
courts  sustained  iu  Although  ones  stated 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
theoaseof  Priggos.  Pennsylvania  to  be  tbe  only 
provision  about  which  a  constitutional  question 
could  be  made,  yet  even  there  the  court  refused 
to  declare  it  iacompeteat  for  Congress  to  im- 
pose duties  in  that  way  upon  State  officers. 


But,  sir,  that  is  not  what  this  bill  does.  This 
bill  imposes  no  obligation  upon  State  officials 
as  such.  It  does  name  State  officials  as  per- 
sons who,  if  the  States  accept  this  trust,  shall 
thereby  and  thereunder  become  amenable  to 
Federal  law  as  custodians  of  a  Federal  trust- 
fund  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  completely 
manage ;  and  when  a  State  official  in  accept- 
ing the  fund  has  thereby  made  himself  a  trus- 
tee or  agent  or  depositary  of  the  United  States 
funds,  he  voluntarily  subjects  himself  to  Fed- 
eral control,  and  is  amenable  to  Federal  pun- 
ishment as  such,  and  not  as  a  State  official ; 
his  official  name  being  used  in  this  act  as  mere 
description  of  the  person.  That  answers  onoe 
for  all  what  tbe  gentleman  has  stated  in  regard 
to  the  last  section  of  the  bilL 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  next  the  con- 
stitutional propriety  of  passin?  this  bill,  so 
far  as  it  affects  the  autonomy,  the  machinery 
of  common-schools  as  established  by  the 
States.  Sr,  if  this  bill  even  attempted  to  inter- 
fere with  the  powers  of  the  States  over  their 
common  schools,  I  would  not,  as  now  advised, 
feel  warranted  in  giving  it  my  support.  The 
coinmon  school  system  is  a  matter  which,  I 
believe,  it  is  not  ootly  wise,  bat  required  by  the 
Constitntion  that  we  should  leave  with  the 
States.  But,  sir,  is  this  bill  amenable  to  the 
criticism  that  it  disturbs  the  State's  control 
over  common  lichools?  It  seems  to  me  most 
clear  that  it  is  not.  What  does  it  do  ?  My 
twenty  minutes  will  not  allow  me  to  go  through 
details ;  bat  I  can  state  in  a  sentence  or  two 
its  legal  effect  in  this  regard.  It  takes  a  cer- 
tain fund  and  says  that  such  States  of  this 
Union  as  shall  provide  by  law  for  a  school 
system  which  shall  educate  tbe  children  be- 
tween six  and  sixteen  years  of  age  shall  be 
entitled  to  that  fund,  and  others  that  do  not 
so  provide  shall  not  be  entitled  to  it.  If  there 
is  anything  more  than  this  in  the  bill  that  can 
be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  school  sys- 
tems of  the  States,  lei  it  be  named  by  some 
one  now  and  I  will  yield  the  floor  to  bear  it. 

There  is  in  one  of  tbe  sections  a  provision 
that  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  for  one 
year  may  go  to  normal  schools,  or  schools  for 
tbe  education  of  teachers,  but  that  is  not  com- 
pulsory ou  any  State,  and  if  it  were^  it  is  only 
one  condition  which  the  United  States  attaches 
to  it  Tbe  State  is  not  obliged  to  make  such 
A  use  of  this  fund.-  It  is  not  obliged  to  estab- 
lish any  system  of  schools  at  all,  and  when 
established,  that  is  done  by  the  State,  and 
controlled  by  it  completely.  The  bill  simply 
provides  that  States  which  do  provide  certain 
kinds  of  schools,  and  keep  them  open  for  three 
months,  shall  be  entitled  to  this  fund;  nud 
that  others  who  make  no  such  provision  shull 
not t>e  so  entitled.  This  is  all.  Surely,  with 
its  own  lands,  atid  these  proceeds,  over  which 
the  Congrees  bos  all  the  unlimited  control  of 
absolute  ownership,  the  United  States  can  do 
as  it  pleases  in  giving  it  to  the  one  of  tbe 
States  or  to  all  of  the  States  absolutely.  And 
if  they  may  do  so  absolutely,  then  what  in  the 
Constitution  forbids  the  United  Stateb  bestow- 
ing its  gratuity,  oo  condition  that  the  State 
shall  add  to  tbe  United  States  funds  donated 
suoh  a  State  fund  as  shall  sustain  a  school  for 
all  tbe  children  for  three  months  in  a  year  ? 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  in  the  Ught  of 
our  legislation  hew  fat  this  degree  of  control, 
if  it  can  be  called  control,  over  the  schools  of 
the  States  is  authorised  by  what  we  have 
already  done.  Let  tne  say  irst,  befbre  you 
began  to  exist,. sir,  the  hint  was  given  for  thitf 
species  of  legislation  nnder  the  old  Artieles  of 
Confederation,  in  the  year  1786,  and  providing 
that  schools  should  be  forever  enoooragea 
^tbin  a  certain  named  portion  of  these  States. 
That  bint  was  repeated  again  in  1787,  in  the 
celebrated  Ordinance  in  reference  to  the  North- 
west Territory,  a  subject  which,  should  my  time 
permit,  1  may  allude  to  before  i  sit  down.  It 
was  repeated  in  those  memorable  words,  which 
made  a  covenant  with  all  the  future  States  of 
the  Northwest,  that,  since  education,  morality, 
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and  religion  were  necessary  to  good  govern- 
ment) therefore  schools  should  be  forever  en 
couraged.  Then,  when  your  Government  was 
begun,  yon  began  instantly)  at  the  very  birth- 
day of  the  first  State  born  into  your  UntoO) 
to  make  by  Federal  law  irrepealable  cove- 
nants with  the  States  that  one  thirty-sixth  part 
of  all  the  public  lands  should  be  held  for- 
ever in  trust  for  schools.  Yoa  provided  not 
merely  by  laW)  but  by  treaty  also  with  the 
StateS)  they  should  be  for  the  support  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  Statee.  That  jroa  did  in 
all  the  acts  of  Congress  by  which  the  several 
States  of  the  Northwest  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  every  one  of  them.  I  know  the  word 
"public"  was  not  used  in  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress ;  but  such)  sir,  was  the  interpratation  of 
these  actS)  as  you  will  find  stated  in  Chancellor 
Kent. 

Under  such  terms  in  these  laws  Ohio  got  a 
domain  eoual  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all 
the  public  lands  in  her  borders.  To  Indiana 
was  given  the  same,  to  Illinois  the  same,  and 
Michigan  the  same,  and  every  State  of  the 
Northwest  the  same.  Every  one  of  them  was 
to  forever  consecrate  this  section  sixteen,  not 
to  colleges,  not  to  seminaries)  but  to  public 
schools.  Was  this  requirement  thus  made  on 
Ohio  to  keep  public  schools  in  Ohio  nncon 
stitutioaal?  Was  that  an  infraction  of  the 
Constitution)  Mr.  Speaker  ?  It  did  then  indi- 
cate the  kind  of  school  which  might  have  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Were  Ohio's 
and  Indiana's  and  Illinois's,  and  Michigan's 
rights  as  States  to  decide  whether  they  would 
have  public  schools  in^vkded  by  these  acts 
admitting  them  to  this  Union,  and  after 
admitting  them  requiring  them  to  forever  con- 
tinue to  use  these  lands  for  common  schools 
and  not  for  colleges? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker)  that  is  not  all.  Let  me 
turn  the  attention  of  the  House  for  just  a  sin- 
gle moment  to  some  other  authority  we  have 
on  this  subject.  In  the  act  of  8d  of  March, 
IdOd)  by  which  Ohio  received  a  certain  town- 
ship of  public  lands  near  to  the  residence  of 
my  colleague  who  sits  to  my  left ;  in  that  grant, 
and  it  entered  into  the  first  act  passed  by  Con- 

frees,  introducing  my  own  State  into  the 
'ederal  Union ;  by  that  act  it  is  required  that 
township  should  be  dedicated  not  to  public 
schools,  but  Congress  indicated  the  kmd  of 
schools — it  must  be  to  a  seminarv  of  learning. 
I  quote  the  words ;  and  that  act  has  been  eon- 
strued  and  held,  and  everyone  like  it  for  every 
State  in  the  Northwest  (for  they  all  have  had 
the  same  law  passed  in  their  favor) — the  law 
has  always  been  held  to  require  notacommon 
school,  but  an  '*  academy^'  or  *^  seminary  of 
learning,''  or  as  the  Supreme  Conrt  calw  it 
in  Vinoennes  University  V9.  Indiana  ^^sdiools 
for  classical  education."  So  Congress  did  pre- 
scribe in  every  one  of  these  that  fundamental 
condition)  the  kind  of  school  to  which  the 
fund  arising  from  these  public  lands  should  be 
devoted. 

And  who  ever  doobted  the  constitutional 
ity  of  these  grand  pioneer  enactments  of  the 
American  Congress  which  introduced  into 
this  Union  twenty  four  States  there  of  where 
live  18«000,000  sonls?  Ho  will  need  to  be 
strong  indeed  in  nerve  who  ehall  mow  and  here 
and  in  the  presence  of  this  long  and  most 
illustrious  line  of  precedents)  running- as  they 
do  through  all  the  golden  days  of  the  Kepublic 
and  through  the  days  of  all  imrdes.  Democrat 
and  all  other,  and  shall  question  the  oonstita- 
tionality  of  these  laws.  There  were  two  prin- 
ciples mnaing  through  all  these  laws^— one 
was  that  certain  lands  shall  be  used  for  public 
schoolS)  and  that  this  is  both  beneficent  and 
constitutional.  The  other)  that  cettain  ot^er 
lauds  shall  be  used  for  classical  schools.  And 
this,  too,  is  beneficent  and  constitutional.  The 
constitutional  propriety  of  that  has  stood  un- 
questioned for  near  a  century.  And,  sir,  the 
Democratic  party  had  made  itself  honored  by 
again  and  again  passing  billS)  in  which  they 
make  these  identical  requirements  that  within 


the  States  these  lands  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  dedicated  part  to  common  and  part 
to  classical  schools.  In  the  case  of  Iowa  the 
Congress  used  different  words  in  the  language 
dedicating  to  colleges  her  lands.  Tl^ere  they 
gave  two  townships  of  land,  not  for  an  academy, 
but  there  '*  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
"university."'  My  friend  [Mr.  Conger]  says 
it  was  the  same  word  "university"  used  in  the 
Michigan  act. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker)  if  there  is  anvthing  cer- 
tain at  all)  it  is  settled  by  these  authorities)  of 
the  right)  under  the  Constitution )  of  Congress, 
first)  to  vote  public  lands  to  common  schools : 
second)  to  colleges;  and  third,  the  right  of 
Congress  to  make  the  enjoyment  by  any  State 
of  the  Federal  gift  of  any  part  of  the  pnblic 
land  to  be  dependent  npon  the  States  estab- 
lishing such  kind  of  school  as  the  Congress 
designs  to  encourage.  Now,  sir,  I  take  the 
next  step.  In  1862  we  passed  an  act  which, 
if  any  gentleman  will  rise  and  tell  mehasevdr 
been  questioned  as  to  its  constitutionality,  I 
will  vield  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  because 
if  it  has  it  is  not  known  to  me.  I  allude  to 
the  act  we  passed  during  the  dark  and  terrible 
time  of  the  war  in  1862. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  like  some  of  these  reminis 
cences  of  that  sad  epoch.  Then*  when  our 
night  was  darkest,  we  passed  the  Paeific  rail- 
road bill,  and  made  an  iron  way  which  con- 
nects us  now  not  only  with  the  PacifiC)  but 
with  the  East  fkt  away,  and  which  today  sends 
the  treasures  ot  the  indies  and  all  that  Bast 
across  your  continent.  It  h  the  grandest 
mere  physical  achievement  which  was  ever 
undertaken  npon  this  continent;  and  that 
was  undertaken,  too,  in  the  very  darkest  hour 
of  the  nation's  peril.  For  a  third  of  a  century 
we  debated  the  huge  question  whether  the 
work  were  a  physical  possibility,  and  if  it  were, 
then  whether  it  were  a  financial  possibilitv; 
but  in  that  third  of  a  century  of  debate  the 
nation  did  not  screw  up  its  courage  to  that 
sublime  height  that  made  it  dare  the  achieve- 
ment. Well  I'remember  the  afternoon  when 
right  here  we  embodied  into  the  forms  of  law 
the  nation's  unfaltering  fkith  in  itrown  destiny 
and  its  high  resolve,  and  when  we  made  the 
law  that  made  the  Pacific  railroad,  and  com- 
pleted it  in  eight  years  from  the  day  we  made 
the  law. 

So,  sir,  with  regard  to  another  measure  that 
I  now  allude  to — that  law  by  which  we  appro- 
priated millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  establishment  of  colleges  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  mechanics  and. agriculturists  of  the 
Republic.  We  passed  that  measure,  too,  of 
supreme  beneficence  when  it  was  very  dark 
about  us,  and  it  has  gone  into  opecation,  and 
my  own  State  is  this  day  erecting  a  school  on 
a  grand  foundation,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  a  fountain  of  blessings  to  that  State  in  all 
cominp^  time.  In  that  law  we  provided  every 
element  which  is  to  be  found  in  this  biU  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  assertion  of  the  right  in  Con- 
gress to  indicate  the  kind  of  a  school  that  shall 
be  the  recipient  of  the  Fedeml  bounty. 

We  stated  that  it  should  be  a  coUege  or  an 
academy,  not  a  common  school.  We  stated, 
as  you  will  find  it  in  section  four,  that  the 
classics  should  not  be  ezduded  firom  the 
school.  We  stated  also  that  the  main  design 
should  be  the  teaching  of  science,  and  subjects 
kindred  to  mechanics  and  agri<mlture;  and 
yet  the  constitutionality  of  t£at  law  I  have 
never  heard  questioned.  It  could  have  been 
(juestioned.  Bvery  certificate  of  pubBc  land 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  ad)  if  the 
act  was  unooBstitutional,  might  have  been  ques- 
tioned in  the  courts. ;  Who  has  ever  done  it? 
Sir,  that  act,  if  unconstitutional,  vindicates 
every  pan  and  particle  of  this  one. 

But,  sir)  1  go  still  On.  The  validity  of  these 
laws,  in  which  Congress  has  undertaken  to 
provide  that  the  States  shall  apply  the  lands 
thev  accept  from  Congress  to  the  support  of 
such  description  of  schools  as  Congress  shall 
designate)  has  scores  of  thnes  been  affirmed 


and  recognized  in  every  supreme  coort  of  & 
States  receiving  these  lands,  and  aUo  io  ibe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  1  mifk 
point  the  House  to  the  case  of  VinceoDa 
University  v«.  Indiana)  in  14  Howard^tfi^ont, 
where  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sittt? 
all  through  the  decision  assume,  teke  k 
granted,  and  enforce  as  valid  au  act  bj  vbicb 
Congress  required  the  State  of  Indiut  to 
apply  certain  three  townships  of  Imnd  to  ibe 
purposes  of  classical  education ;  but,  sir,  bj 
time  expires,  llie  pending  bill  it  conitits- 
tional;  and,  by  all  our  legislative  historr,  I 
declare  this  dedication  of  this  mighty  efiite 
of  the  nation  to  the  education  of  the  Bstioo's 
children  to  be  worthy  of  the  stupeodoas  gift 
we  make.  Write,  sir,  upon  the  public  6omi& 
of  this  nation,  and  cut  into  the  grssiteoftli 
ita  mountains,  by  the  words  of  this  irreTocihle 
law,  the  words  of  the  immortal  Ordiaiace  t/( 
17B7,  that  ^'education,  morality,  aod  religioB 
are  essential  to  all  good  governments,  aod 
that  schools  shall  be  forever  eoooongei" 
and  you  will  have  made  in  the  legialatire  \» 
tory  of  the  Republic  One  of  its  most  illottriots 
chapters. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  obtained  the  floor,  ud 
yielded  fifleen  minutes  to  Mr.  Biogs. 

Mr.  BIGGS.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  ridogtoad^ 
dress  the  House  on  the  present  oeesnoo,  I  do 
it  under  some  degree  of  embarrassmeou  T^ 
sentleman  from  the  State  of  PenoijlTaflia. 
^Mr.  TownseitdJ  who  addressed  the  Hon 
in  support  of  this  bill)  saw  proper  to  oakean 
attack  upon  the  institutions  of  my  State,  aod 
to  hold  up  before  this  House  and  the  coQRtn 
the  illiteracy  of  the  State  of  Delaware.  Sir, 
let  me  sav  to  that  honorable  gentleman  thai  I 
wonderea  at  first  why  be  objected  to  the  tmu- 
tutions  of  my  Sute,  but  when  I  remembered 
that  he  lived  vei^  near  the  line  of  the  State  (^ 
Delaware,  I  no  longer  was  in  doubt  that  H 
and  those  who  pracUce  the  principle!  vhick 
be  holds  politically)  are  afraid  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  particularly  of  her  wbippies 
post.     [  Laughter.  ] 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  first  addre«  bit 
self  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mam 
chusetts,  [Mr.  Hoab,]  who,  in  his  speech  tbe 
other  daV)  stated  that  there  were  Ofer  ti^h 
thousana  white  persons  in  the  State  of  Deh 
ware  who  could  not  read  or  writs.  I  do 
not  call  in  question  the  fact)  if  it  be  ooe,  ^> 
will  give  him  the  benefit  of  it.  I  desire,  bo* 
ever,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  the  further  fact  that  there  it 
no  State  in  this  Union  to-day  that  has  a  better 
free  school  system  than  the  State  of  Delavare. 
She  has  an  invested  fhnd  which  enable 
her  people  to  carry  on  free  schools  for  at  leaft 
six  months  in  the  year,  and  by  voluntary  taxi- 
tion  they  ssay  keep  the  schools  io  operatioo 
during  the  balance  of  the  year.  Therefore. 
if  the  people  in  the  State  of  Delavare  are 
illiterate  it  is  no  fault  of  the  law.  It  is  so  fiiolt 
of  the  educational  system  of  the  State  if  p^* 
euts  or  guardians  will  not  avail  themselves  ot 
the  opportunities  for  the  educatioo  of  their 
children  thus  afforded.  , 

Mr.  HOAU.  Will  the  irentlemao  from  Del^ 
aware  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  qsestioaf 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleow 
when  I  get  a  little  further  on,  becaoie  1  tbail 
then  feel  disposed  to  propound  a  qsM"^?,"  ^ 
him^  and  will  yield  for  him  to  answer,  n  ben 
listening  to  the  gentleman  I  was  forcibly  itn«^ 
with  the  great  amount  of  pretended  piety  sud 
iatelleotaail  ty  of  the  State  which  he  io  part  rep 
resenta.  Aiid,sir«  I  was  curious  toasterta»»^ 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  Peno^hsnia.  )^»fl 
tho  gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  qoesiioD- 

Mr.  BIGGS.  Not  just  now.  My  tisje  it  lim- 
ited, and  I  mmt  first  addiwea  myself  to  thatpev 
Stata  of  Massachaeetts.  I  was  aboat  to  saj* 
sir,  that  after  the  gentleman^s  suumenu  i 
was  a  little  curious  to  inquire  iuto  the  hMtA^ 
of  Massachttsetta.  And  what  do  yoa  mpp<^' 
sir,  I  iouad? 

I  find,  sir,  according  to  the  State coostahki 
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report  to  tbe  Stato  of  ICassachasetts,  in  four 
years— 1866,  1867,  1868,  and  1869--pro8eci2- 
tions,  exclusive  of  liquor  cases,  amoonting  to 
ten  thoaiand  and  tfairty-six.  What  were  these 
prosecutions  for?  What  crimes  had  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  State  of  Massaebosetts  committed? 
Why,  sir,  in  listening  to  tho  houorable  gentle- 
man, you  would  suppose  that  they  were  all 
saints  up  there  with  their  great  learning.  Let 
mc  read  to  you  some  of  ibe  crimes  they  have 
committed,  and  I  will  read  them  alphabetic- 
ally, because  they  are^nilty  of  crimes  for  as 
many  letters  as  there  are  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, except  the  four  last  letters  of  the  alpha^ 
bet.  [Great  laughter.]  Let  me  say,  however, 
be£[)re  reading  the  list,  that  you  would  soppoio, 
from  the  remarks  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  crime  was  decreasing  in  that 
State;  but,  instead  of  that,  in  18G6  there  were 
nineteea  hundred  and  forty*  five  cases,  and 
in  1869  there  were  thiiiv-four  hundred  and 
fifty^nine,  an  increase  of  nearly  double  in 
three  years.  And  what  were  these  crimes, 
Mr.  Speaker?  I  will  recite  a  few  of  them. 
Arson,  adultery,  [laughter,]  burglary,  bigamy, 
[laughter,]  conspiring  to  defraud,  drunken- 
itess,  defacing  tombstones4  [great  laughter,] 
forgery,  horse-stealing,  [laughter,]  highway 
robbery*  keeping  hotel  without  license.  [Great 
laughter.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  claim  your  protection. 
I  proceed  with  the  list.  Night- walking, 
[laughter,]  obtaining  money  under  false  pre- 
tenses, peijury,  polygamy,  [laughter,]  playing 
cards  on  Sunday,  present  at  cock-fight,  [great 
laughter,]  refusing  to  pay  their  railroad  fares, 
[great  laughter  J  setting  up  a  lottery,  selling 
obscene  prints,  selling  uoraeasured  wood, 
[laughter,]  selling  discMed  meat,  [laughter,! 
threatening  to  burn  a  church,  [great  laughter.  J 
Mr.  Speaker,  i  will  read  no  more  of  the  ten 
thousand. 

Now,  sir,  when  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts talks- about  tbe  illiteraey  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  let  me  tell  him  that  the  criminal 
record  of  that  State  does  not  present  any  such 
dark  record  as  that  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts does  to-day^— a  record  darker  than  night 
piled  upon  midnight.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  now  allow 
a  suggestion  to  htm  7 

Mr.  BIGGS.  Yes,  sir,  with  the  greatest 
pleasure. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  the 
same  statistics  fVom  which  he  obtained  that 
list  do  not  show  that  over  eighty  per  (^nt.  of 
those  crimes  were  committed  by  persons  of 
foreign  birth  coming  from  foreign   countries? 

Mr.  BIGGS.  That  will  do.  Now,  is  not 
that  an  nnreasooable  question?  [Laughter.] 
To  ask  me  to  go  into  the  State  of  MaMaehu- 
setts  and  ascertain  whether  a  man  is  an  Eng- 
lishman or  Frenchman  or  foreigner,  who  com- 
mitted such  crimes  as  these  I  Sir,  they  were 
committed  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  Stat^  of  Massachusetts  must  father  them. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware state  to  the  House  that  the  census  of 
tbe  United  States  does  not  show  the  fact  I 
state,  that  eighty  per  cent,  of  these  crimes  were 
committed  by  persons  of  foreign  birth,  ^enr 
one  of  whom  votes  the  Democratic  ticket? 
[Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  BIG(J9.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  fbfeignere 
who  hare  fled  from  their  own  country  for  pro- 
tection in  America,  when  they  come  over  nere 
ure  many  of  them  poor,  and  it  is  a  shame  for 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  under- 
take to  cast  such  a  reflection  upon  the  foreign 
popalation  of  our  country. 

Mr.  UOAH.  Why,  it  is  the  census  of  the 
United  States  says  it,  nnd  not  I. 

Mr.  BIGGS.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  nov 
proceed  to  read  an  <;xtract  from  the  gentle- 
man's speech,  which  I  think  is  refreshing. 
Will  the  gentleman  from Massaehuaeits  listen? 
He  said  in  his  speech  the  other  day : 

**  But  your  ofienne  tovrard  the  South  U  light  com- 
pared with  that  of  yt>ur  Demueratic  opponentfl. 


With  what  hatred,  what  bitter  and  relentless  hatred . 
has  the  Democratic  part^  pursued  tbo9o  unhappy 
States  of  tho  South !  How  has  that  party  sought  to 
fasten  upon  that  boavtiftxl  and  tinfbrtanate  section 
of  our  land  everything  that  degrades  mankind  1 " 

Sir,  there  is  not  a  man  in  America  to-day 
outside  of  an  insane  asylum  who  believes  that. 
The  honorable  gentleman  himself,  upon  calm 
reflection  would  not  liave  uttered  it.  Sir,  the 
Democratic  party  pursuing  with  relentless 
hatred  the  people  of  the  South !  We,  as  Dem- 
ocrats, are  the  friends  not  only  of  the  South, 
but  of  the  North,  and  of  the  feast  and  of  the 
West.  1  am  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  I  hold  my  seat  here  to-day  by  virtue 
of  the  vote  of  that  party. 

When  the  honorable  gentleman  undertakes 
to  tell  me  that  the  Deraoccatic  party  of  this 
country  are  pursuing  the  South  with  relentless 
hatred,  I  ask  him,  I  ask  this  House,  who  it 
was  that  scourged  the  southern  people;  who 
it  was  that  sent  down,  if  i  may  use  the  expres- 
sion, carpet- baggers  in  tbe  southern  States  ^r 
the  purpose'of  persecuting  the  South  ?  Who 
was  your  Governor  BuHock;  who  was  your 
Governor  Id  olden;  who  was  your  Governor 
Scott  ?  And  a  friend  on  my  right  suggests  that 
I  should  ask,  who  was  Governor  Warmoth? 
AH  loyal  people.  Oh  1  how  they  loved  their 
country ;  loved  it,  and,  like  lovers,  linger  while 
she  had  greenbacks  for  them  to  finger.  They 
served  their  country  themselves  to  pay ;  then 
purloined  her  treasure,  packed  up  and  ran 
Sfway. 

Now,  let  me  say  to  my  friends,  let  me  ssyto 
Republican  members  of  this  House,  sirs,  the 
people  of  this  country' hold  tho  Republican 
party  to-day  responsible  for  the  oppressive 
taxation  and  bad  government  in  the  South. 
Who  enfranchised  ignorance  and  disfranchised 
knowledge?  Who  piled  up  more  than  two 
hundred  million  doltars  of  debt  upon  \he 
seceded  States,  independent  of  their  local 
taxation  ?  Was  that  done  by  the  Democratic 
party  ?  Who,  I  ask*  was  guilty  6f  that  ?  Was 
It  liepublicans  or  was  it  Democrats?  And 
yet  the  honorable  gentleman  says  that  the 
Democratic  party  have  pursued  the  South  with 
relentless  hatred.  Sir,  you  ought  to  get  down 
upon  your  knees,  and  with  your  month  in  the 
dust  ask  Grod  to  forgive  yon  for  making  such 
untrue  charges  as  that  against  the  Democratic 
party.     [Laughter.] 

I  come  now  to  another  point,  and  that  is 
with  reference  to  my  own  State.  I  know  that 
she  has  a  constitution  which  may  not  suit 
Republicans.  It  suits  my  peonle ;  we  love  it ; 
we  cherish  it ;  and  I  am  proud  that  the  State 
of  Delaware  has  always  adhered  to  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  land.  I  am  proud  that  she 
can  take  the'  Latin  words  and  say,  ^'  Gives  boni 
Uges  pardmnt,^^  And  as  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman gave  us  a  Latin  sentence  in  his  speech 
the  other  day,  I  ask  him  to  transkite  these 
words  and  see  whether  or  not  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts,  during  the  existence  of  the 
fugitive  slave  Iftw,  canned  them  into  practice. 
Sir,  to-day  the  State  6f  Delaware  stands  in 
the  galaxy  of  States  as  one  of  the  proudest  in 
the  Union.  And  if  honorable  gentlemen  will 
just  go  down  to  the  Washington  ntonumenr, 
in  si^t  of  this  Capitol,  they  will  Ibere  see  a 
stone  taken  from  the  blue  rock  of  our  own 
Brandywine,  and  inscribed  upon  its  lace  are 
these  words:  '*  Delaware :  the  first  to  sign  tbe 
Constitution,  and  the  Isst  to  abandon  it." 

[Here  the  hanmier  fell] 

Mr.  BIGGS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I* was  inter- 
rupted, and  I  believe  you  promised  me  two 
minutes  more.  [Laughter.  ]  I  say  that  during 
our  late  civil  war,  when  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  was  invaded  by  the  Federal  soldiers,  when 
the  balK)1ybox  was  surrounded  by  arnted  men, 
wh(n  all  her  sister  States  gave  way,  Dehiware 
kept  her  representation  upon  this  floor,  and  in 
the  other  ^d  of  this  Capitol,  DemocratiCi  with 
but  one  exception  in  this  Chamber,  when  we 
declined  to  vote  rather  than  take  General 
Schenck^s  oath.  And  when  you  brought  the 
Federal  bayonets  to  our  polls,  when  you  made 


us  vote  with  armed  men  at  our  hacks  and  by 
our  side,  with  the  dungeon  and  the  bastile 
threatening  ua  ate  very  eiectiee^  the  State  pro- 
nonnced  in  favor  of  Democratic  candidates 
and  Democratic  principles,  lliere  we  will 
stand,  as  we  stood  during  our  last  election. 
And  -to  my  Democratic  friends  permit  me  to 
say  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  let 
Delaware  make  the  next  national  platform 
of  our  party  and  place  our  next  presidential 
candidates  upon  it  Delaware  Democrats 
never  depart  from  a  principle;  we  are  no 
departurists;  we  do  not  advocate  any  **  pas- 
sive policy.*'  We  stand  firm  in  Democratic 
faith,  and,  *'sink  orswim,  liveor  die,  survive 
or  perish,"  my  liitle  **  Diamond  State"  rests 
her  fortune  entirely  upon  the  strong  arm  of 
Democracy.  (jGreat  laughter  and  applause.] 
Now,  sir,  a  tew  words  upon  the  merits  of  the 
bill.  The  details  of  the  bill  abridge  one  of  the 
reserved  rightsof  the  State,  and,  it  passed,  will 
imply  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  States.  A 
reserved  right  should  never  be  abridged  ;  time 
enough  to  change  the  order  of  things  when  the 
right  has  been  surrendered  by  the  people  in 
the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  Constitution. 
Now,  the  substitute  offered  by  my  friend  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  McInttrb]  avoids  the  control 
by  the  Federal  head.  Sir,  this  bill  provides 
that  the  public  lands  are  to  be  sold  and  fifty 
per  cent,  applied  to  purposes  of  education,  and 
that— 

**  The  eireuit  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  hare 
ezolosive  jurisdiction  of  all  offenses  eommitted 
agaiost  tbe  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  have 

Sower  and  authority  by  the  proper  writ  to  compel 
le  performance  of  tho  duties  herein  required,  by 
any  ofioer  herein  mentioned,  and  to  restrain  any 
undue  and  improper  performance  of  soch  duties.'' 

Here,  sir,  you  will  perceive  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  is  wiped  out,  and  the  pains  and 
penalties  contained  in  this  bill  are  executed 
and  enforced  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  Npw,  why  is  this  ?  Why  such  legis- 
lation, which  strikes  at  the  sovereignty  of  tho 
State?  is  this  Government  te  l^  changed 
into  a  centralised  despotism  ? 

If  you  want  to  distribute  tho  sales  of  thu 
public  lands  among  the  Stales,  why  not  bring 
in  a  bill  giving  annually  to  each  State  their 
proportion  according  to  population,  and  pro- 
vide in  the  bill  that  each  stale  may  appropriate 
the  money  for  such  purposes  as  it  may  deem 
right  and  proper?  Would  not  such  a  bill  be 
Intiuitely  preferable  to  tbe  one  now  under  con- 
sideration ?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  so  dispose 
of  the  public  domain  than  to  be  giving  it  away 
at  eveiy  session  of  Congress  to  mammoth  cor- 
porations by  thousands  and  millions  of  acres? 

But,^  sir,  with  all  our  learning,  remember 
that  virtue  must  be  the  handmaia  of  knowl- 
edge; the  two  must  go  together.  The  per- 
petuity of  a  republic  must  rest  upon  the  in- 
telligence and  virtue  of  the  people.  The  most 
polished  court  of  modern  £)urope  was,  per- 
haps, that  of  Louis  XIV,  and  yet  how  corrupt  I 
Modern  Greece  has  a  system  of  education 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and 
yet  a  traveler  cannot  venture  but  a  few  miles 
ixom  Athens,  unless  he  is  acconipaoied  by'kn 
armed  escort.  Ignorance,  dreadful  and  dire- 
ful as  it  is,  is  not  altogether  the  danger  of  oar 
national  peril.  And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  to 
the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Pennsjlvanta 
and  Massachusetts,  that  when  this  continent 
reeled  and  rocked  during  our  late  civil  war,  ss 
if  shaken  by  a  mighty  earthquake,  Delaware 
stood  firm  in  her  Democratic  niitb,  and  as  true 
to  Democracy  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  And 
there,  Mr.  Speaker,  she  will  standi  repudiating 
any  **  passive  policy,^'  saying  to  the  Hepub- 
lioan^ party,  **  You  are  our  political  enemies; 
we  are  yours,  and  having  the  most  unbounded 
faith  in  our  undying  principles,  we  strike  for 
victory.** 

Mr.  MclNTYRE.  I  now  yield  ten  minutee 
of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Bright.] 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  matter 
of  regret  to  m< 
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Mr.  KERB.  Will  the  B«aUeiiwii  jwU  for 
B  motion  to  k^joam? 

Mr.  BRXOaT.  If  tliat  is  ths  plewwe  of 
thn  House 

Mr.  EEEB.  I  more  that  the  Hoiiu  now 
adionm. 

Mi.  McINTTBE.  I  doNie  to  sttrt«  that  it 
is  ODdaTStood  that  this  debate  will  be  closed  at 
thre«  o'clock  on Taesday  aexc  If  weaijjou'^ 
now,  we  will  lose  llie  hour  wbich  we  eaoocoupj 
to- da;. 

Mr.  KBRR.  If  that  is  the  cam  I  will  viih- 
draw  the  motion  to  adjonrn. 

Mr.  MoINTYBE.  That  is  the  reason  wh; 
I  felt  conatraioed  to  oppose  the  motion  to 
adjourn  at  this  ^ma. 

Mr.  CONQEE.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  molioD 
to  adjourn  vitbdrawa? 

The  SPKAKERproUBtpore,  (Mr.  Poi.ijrD.) 
It  is. 

Mr.  CONGEB.  Will  the  gentlemaii  from 
Ten  D  esse  a  yield  for  a  motion  to  aclJonrQ  T 

Mr.  PEBCB.  I  deeire  to  aav  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  McInttbe]  holds 
the  floor  on  an  agreement  among  members  of 
the  committee  as  to  the  discusaion  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Utnport.  It  is  for  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  McIbttre]  to 
say  whether  be  witl  jield  foe  a  motion  to 

McINTYRE.    The  arraogemeDt  made 


bj  the  f( 


thi 


the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  TM 

we  were  to  occopj  the  hoi 

evening,  and  I  do  not  feel  willing  to  vii 


late  that  arrangement,  because  if  an  adJL ..  _ 
ment  lakes  place  now,  we  lose  a  part  of  the 
hour.  We  prefer  to  occupjr  the  time  npw, 
rather  than  not  oecnp;  it  at  all. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  addrMsed  the  Honse  in  re- 
marks which  willbe  published  io  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  McINTYRE.  1  now  yield  for  ten  mio- 
Qlee  to  the  gentlemao  from  Miasouri,  [Mr. 

ElHO.] 

Mr.  KING.  As  an  intiodnetion  to  what  I 
have  to  faj,  1  desire  to  have  read  the  substi- 
tute which  I  have  proposed,  and  on  which  1 
wish  to  sajr  a  few  words. 

TheClerkread  asfollows: 
A  bill  W  apDropilata  pulaf  tlia  promadior  tboulai 

of  the  pablio  landa  to  lid  Id  piomatiuc  publto 

■ahools  iu  tautharn  SUt«a. 

B»  it  Huuted  bt  Ikt  SnatB  and  Eout  of  Repnumt- 
oUtHt  <(/■*<  Umiltd  Salca  of  itnun'ca  in  Ontnut 
tuitmbUd,  That  Bfty  par  oant.  of  tba  nat  proceed! 
arlaiDS  IVom  tba  aalaa  of  the  poblia  Unda.  (or  the 

SeriodoT  ten  Ts*i*  rrom  und  afUr  tbsSOCh  duof 
aly.  1872,  «•  barebr  >«t  apart  and  tiaaud  la  ten 
aoathara  Stataa.  namalT,  Viriiiniii,  North  CaroUiiB, 
South  Carolina.  Qeorzia,  Alabama.  Mitiiaaippi, 
Loaiaiana.  TeaBeesae,  Arkantaa,  and  Texaa.  to  aid 
In  nlaUUhinKMul  promotiDs  poblio  aebooli  in  aaid 

"■  dl 


OQlinc  to  uid  TreuDrar  propat  Tonahan  oi  raoaiptB 

Hr.  KING.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose  in  the 
two  or  three  minutes  during  which  I  shall 
occupy  the  floor  to  call  the  attetition  of  Ibe 
House,  if  members  will  be  kind  enough  to  give 
me  their  attention,  to  the  difference  between 
this  sab«titute  and  tha  original  bill. 

The  original  bill,  sir,  disposes  of  the  entire 
proceeds  of  all  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States.    The  entire  proceeds— there  is  do 


reserratioo  whatever — of  the  sale*  of  the  pah- 
lie  lands  for  all  time  to  come  are  disposed  of 

by  the  original  bill.  I  acrea,  sir,  with  the 
remark  whiob  has  already  oeen  made  in  tha 
course  of  this  debate,  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  propositions  which  can  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  House.  If  this  measure  were 
adopted,  I  would  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most 
importaot  steps  which  the  legislatiTe  branch 
of  this  Government  could  lake.  I  think,  sir, 
that  the  Ume  has  not  yet  come  for  this  great 
step  to  be  taken  in  this  oountiy.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  people  of  this  conalry  are  prepared  to 
witness  the  final  diaposition  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  of  this  country. 

And  why,  sir,  do  I  venture  this  assertion  ? 
Why,  we  have  given  away  nillioDS  upon  mil- 
lions of  the  proceeds  of  the  publia  lands  to 
railroads.  And  now  there  is  another  interest 
in  this  country  which  a  great  many  of  us  think 
to  be  juBt  as  important  as  railroads,  and  that 
is  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  and  har- 
bors of  OUT  great  interior  rivers  -I  claim  that, 
in  justice  to  the  navigation  interest,  the  car- 
riers who  transport  freight  by  water,  they 
should  have  a  share  in  the  duposition  of  this 
fund  as  well  as  the  railroads  of  this  ooantry, 
I  hold,  sir,  that  there  has  been  no  ezpreosion 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  tbiscooutcj 
to  justify  CoDgress  in  taking  this  important 
step.  I  am  opposed  to  the  measure  at  this 
time.  It  is  not  a  question  that  is  before  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  is  not  a  question 
in  regard  to  which  we  have  any  instructions 
whatever  from  our  constiiuenta. 

So  muoh  for  that  point.  Now,  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  substitute  which  I  have  submitted 
is  to  give  a  part  of  the  prooeeds  of  the  poblic 
lands  to  the  tea  Stales  therein  named.  It 
proposes  to  give  them  fifty  per  cent,  for  ten 
years.  And  why  do  I  propose  this?  Gentle- 
men talk  here  as  though  there  ought  to  be  no 
discrimination  between  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries in  regard  to  this  matter.  Now,  I  claim 
that  we  have  been  discriminating  all  the  time 
in  the  whole  history  of  this  country.  We  have 
been  discriminating  in  favorof  railroads.  And 
1  claim  that  we  ought  to  disoriminate  in  (avor 
of  the  navigation  of  our  southern  rivers,  and 
that  in  this  mailer  of  education  wa  should 
discriminAt«  in  favor  of  the  ten  soudiero 
States.  It  is  admitted  here  on  all  hands  that 
these  States  are  in  thegreatestwantof  schools 
of  ovy  por'ioa  of  this  Union.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose there  is  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  who 
will  pretend  for  a  moment  to  deny  that  these 
len  Boulhara  Slates  liere  named  are  more  in 
need  of  assistance  iu  their  educational  opera- 
tions than  any  other  portiua  of  this  counttj. 
That  state  of  things  has  arisen  aa  one  of  the 
immediate  resnlta  of  this  war. 

It  has  been  charged  by  gentlemen  iu  this 
debate  that  those  Slates,  as  a  genenl  propo- 
sition, are  behindhand  m  the  aiatter  of  edu- 
cation; that  they  have  not  promoted  tbetr 
common-school  systems  like  other  States. 
Supposing  that  to  be  true,  it  is  an  argument 
to  that  extent  that  they  should  be  helped. 
And  anolher  fact  to  be  remembered  is  that 
there  is  a  large  {lopnlaUon  in  those  Slates, 
numbering  four  milTions  of  people,  who  have 
recently  acquired  the  rights  at  citiiens,  and 
who  have  no  educadon  at  all. 

Well,  DOW,  sir,  I  .submit  that,  as  statesmen, 
if  we  undertake  to  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  at  all,  we  DDgbt  to  givp  the 
southern  States  a  chance,  give  them  a  start, 
help  them  along  in  the  great  busiuass  of  adn- 
catinglba  four  millions  ofpoopla  in  their  midst 
now  destitute  of  education,  l  am  in  favor  of 
di scrim iuating  in  favor  of  the  States  whose 
people  are  BO  much  in  need  of  education.  We 
ought,  perhaps,  to  disciiminate  also  in  favor 
of  some  of  tha  new  Slates  that  are  coming  in 
out  of  the  Territories.  There  may  be  some 
discrimination  due  to  them.  Bat  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  making  a  wholesale  disposition  of  the 

fraaeeds  of  these  lands  as  this  bill  proposes.  , 
lis  notjusL    It  is  not  faick    There  are  Other  i 


reasons  which  I  could  BMign  in  i^iposiliN  a 
this  bill,  bat  I  did  not  rite  with  asj  vt^  i 
tion  of  occnpying  the  lime  of  the  Hmnc.  Mj 
object  was  simply  to  call  aUeotioo  t«tn>« 
three  facts  in  regard  to  this  matter,  sad  knli{ 
done  so,  I  nowenrreader  the  floor. 

Mr.  MoINTYBE.  I  now  yield  tea  aianB 
of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  inm  Tiifiaii, 
[Mr.  CaiTCHiR.l 

Mr.  CEITCHEB.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  riuU  m 
attempt  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day  to  iaam 
this  bill,  which,  in  ny  opioioa,  ii  tke  bmi 
important  which  has  bean  brought  U  tkae* 
sideratiou  of  Congresa  at  the  preaeot  nna 
I  agree  with  tbe  gentleman  Don  OUe  [ir. 
SHELLiBaaoBajthat  no  bill  was  evat  pwiwd 
to  a  deliberative  body  more  inpocUattfaasiii 
pending  bill.  It  diaposea,  air,  in  two  liui,<[ 
the  whole  domain  of  the  Union,  a  doawi 
that  is  more  extensive  than  aU  the  Staittaf 
the  Union ;  a  question,  sir,  which  I  veeuirlt 
say  is  of  greater  importance  tbao  wMncrde 
baled  in  the  Parliament  of  Englaod  or  iaih 
senate  of  imperial  Borne.  I  shall  not,  (km- 
fore,  attempt,  in  the  brief  time  allowed  be,  Io 
discuss  a  measure  of  such  vast  impwiaaet. 

But  I  desire,  like  some  of  thoM  who  kwi 
preceded  me,  to  refet  to  aome  remsrkisM 
fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  MaW' 
chusetta,  (Mr.  Hoar,]  reflecting  upon  lktK» 
tion  of  oouutry  to  whieh  I  iMong.  Ittfitt, 
sir,  that  that  genlirauan  haa  given  oocasim,  ^ 
departing  from  the  l^iUaate  line  of  at|sa«t 
for  criticism  from  all  quarters  i^ioh  sMuni 
whiah  I  must  say,  with  all  due  reject,  mt 
neither  worthy  of  his  intelligeooe  oi  kii  cku- 
acter.  He  has  gone  out  of  the  l^e  of  kiiaip- 
ment  to  say  that  Uie  "educated  lyrsatiintk 
South  had  been  mora  degraded  thai  ikcit 
slaves  by  the  former  relatious  ihat  aabwud 
between  the  races."  Well,  now,  I  sat  ik 
honorable  gentleman  if,  in  his  former  aipoi- 
ence  in  Congreas,  he  ever  found  a  tmt  npn- 
seutative  man  from  tbe  South,  io  liiii  or  itt 
other  branch  of  Congress,  leas  edscaled  isd 
less  intelligent  than  himself  and  hisssMoaM 
from  Massachusetts!  Iaskhimwh«lhar,tea 
the  foundation  of  tha  Ooveramenttolhepni' 
ent  moment,  the  represeotationfrMttbeiMt 
of  Vir^nia  has  been  leaa  iDtelleclnil  saJ  >>« 
honorable  than  the  represenlatiou  fna  Ui 
Stale  of  MassaohusetU?  Sir.  I  will  vnUin  u 
make  a  bold  assertion ;  I  will  venture  to  ols 
a  challenge  to  the  gentleman  froD  Kana^i- 
setts,  anil  I  will  give  way  to  him  in  mj  wse 
to  let  him  answer  ma.  1  vesture  to  atj  ll'' 
I  can  produce  froia  my  own  little  oaaat;,  Ibi 
parish  of  my  residence,  an  illusuatios  of  iaial' 
lectual  superiority  and  moral  ezcelleocevkicb 
he  caonot  paralfisl  in  the  history  of  )Ut» 
chusalts. 

Mr.  HOAB  rose. 

Mr.  CRITCHBB.  I  will  name  (hw,  *^ 
yon  may  then  rise.  Sir,  if  yon  will  (<>  *" 
ma  to  my  estate  you  will  find  that  lbs  tAifit 
ina  estate  is  Wake&eld,  the  Kitl^UM  «• 
Washiogion)  on  tha  other  tide  Toi  ■'U 1°' 
Stratford,  the  residence  of  "  UgU  fiW 
Harry,"  of  gloTiOBS  revolulioosry  ■«"«J- 
Chantilly,  which  adjoins  it,  was  tha  rsiiile«* 
of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  the  mover  of  tit  ^ 
laration  of  lodepandence  and  the  Cieero  M 
the  American  Revolution.  You  will  ^  " 
that  same  parish  the  home  of  Gbsdn  I<m. 
Washington'sAttorney  General,  and  oftHmM 
Lightfoot  Lee,  the  signer  of  tbe  DetlsrabiJ"  '* 
Independence.  There,  too,  you  will  iD^'°° 
homftof  Arthur  Lee,  the  accompUikol i>c(°' 
tiator  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  alUasM 
between  this  country  and  Fiance  is  1"'^ 
Biding  in  the  oppowie  direciioB,  yo"  *?•• 
first,  OS  I  said,  to  the  birthplace  of  Vwl'"!r 
ton.  Another  hour's  ride  will  briBgUi  !•* 
birthplace  of  Monroe;  another  hourin'''' 
the  birthplace  of  Madison.  Now,  (ir,  if  ?=' 
snppove  the  present  generation  io  viiji"* 
jcthy  uf  their  illustrious  anceatort,  if  J*" 
visit  that  estate,  and  look  tbroop  P* 
loA;  forests,  yon  will  descry  tiievaoitetbia' 
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n«3FB  of  Ura  bcronlal  msitBibii  tiMf  iriCnetied 
th«  btith  of  Robert  B.  Lee.  No«r,  ilr.  I  mk 
yott  to  find  in  the  whot#8ufte  of  MMMcMMCie 
siicb  tUafferioae  nMMs  stf  I  hmwg>»e^  ^fOt,  of 
those  wbo  lived  ia  vtrf  Httio  oottttty. 

Mr.  BOAR.  Ae  tbe  ifeiMAeAittti  from  Vir- 
ginia beib  iofviled  mo  to>  riM,  1  iliit  My,  in  « 
Boocenoe  tbtH  I  did  «ot  cH^cteef 'either  the 
intelligence  or  the  cAegMioe  of  the  ^Siresteti 
tjFtvntB  of  #ko«  I  tpo^.  r  tflkdM  »y  a  g^n- 
enHion  of  men  wbO'  irhippod  WOtn^A^  beg«t 
little  children  and  sold  them  into  slaTet^/  AWt 
who  rebelled  agpiUMt  the  instkdlidnrtbiM^tbiMe 
gMat  nen  oreated. 

Ur.  OftlTOHBR^  ]  el&idleiHr»  tU«  ^lie- 
man  to  parallel  the  names  I  have  iveiltreMltj 
b«  caaooc  do  it  from  t^O'  iiboTe*  hisfeory*  of 
Massachusetts.  I  desAro  tUis  dedioaKibAr  of  tUtf 
proiodtf  of  tbejMtbHe  landa  ^  the  pmpoees 
of  Mnealiow;  i  tbinie  it  wovld  pHHAOle  # 
boMfioeot  obseefef  «iid  sit  (in  sKSie  finiel 
woald  witbdraw  tban  fond  (Votti  tlio  itt|Mvtii'^ 
luuo  aod  inoessaai  demmnde'  of  loeal'  arid  Mt*- 
porate  aathorities.  I  object  mosC  pOiMvely  to 
the  provision  attached  tcrthis  bill  which  creates 
conditions  upon  which  this  fund  maf  be  en- 
joyed. Why  do  you  not  dispose  of  the  whole 
proceeds  of  tho  pubfrolttuds  isi  tbi^ditie<ftitm? 
Why  inyeiC  bM  on^  trtAf  of  ihenk  fbr  thf«  pur- 
pose? I  am  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  thef 
whole  fbnd  and  placiof  it  at  the  disposal  of  the 
peefie  of  eaeh  State  in  oilier  that  their  lo^af 
represesMtftves,  who  know  beet,  may  apply  the 
fbwd  to  their  own  pecoliar  wihMS; 

Tbett  theve  is  another  thing :  nd^^  tllis'biH 
DO  Sute  can  rooe^e  any  portion  of  this  fimd 
nalest  the  Legislatare  thereof  wni  stsC  engage 
to  edtioata  tff^sry  ehild  between  M  aiM  tfbtteen 
years  of  ase  within  the  limits  of  tho  OOilimotf- 
wealth.  That  ia  an  imposeibiiity.  In  that 
way  the  fund  would  be  withheld  from  the  very 
Stated  VrhAi^  the  expenditure  would  bo  Most 
essentiaL 

In  regard  to  the  constitutional  argumtn^  I 
decline  to  enter  upon  it  Therefore,  havmg 
made  these  few  remarks,  Which  indicate  rather 
the  general  opinion  I  entertain  upon  th^  bill 
than  any  constitutional  argument  upon  it,  I 
will  yield  the  floor,  thanking  my  friend  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Mctt^rfRB]  for  the  time  he  has 
allowed  me,  only  saying  thai  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  sdbstitute  he  has  inaiciatea  his  purpose  to 
offer. 

Mr.  MclNTTRE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret 
very  much  that  this  discussion  has  assumed 
the  chiufacter  it  has ;  that  ffontfemen  have  per- 
mitted tbemetolvee  to  iodu%e  in  personalities. 
1  had  hoped  thai  the  magnitude*  of  tftc^qitestions 
involved^  that  the-  impottaace  which  vboold 
be  attaebed  to  Chose  faestionfly  mnrid  edu- 
mand  the  attention  of  thie  Hoose,  «n4  thai 
they  vtonld  bo'iArepared  to  look  into  these 
queatione,  s*  many  of  them  s^ugiogp  out  of 
tbO  radieal  propoeitioo  to  disttriboC^  the  pro*- 
ceeds  of  tho  flslet  of  the  MiUio  Ibods.  dnd  that 
they  would  also  look  to^tira  detals  ot  this  biU, 
and  iod  wbettiet  or  wo*  they  were  oonsisMnt 
with  the  wocda  of  the  Gonetisation,  witli  tho 

Srinciplei  of  the  Cootliftutton  of  the  United 
talei,  fron  which  thiv  Oongiesa  derivdw  itt 
powers,  from  whioh  it  derived  all  ite  powen. 
Coogrese  baa  no  powers  unless  tfa^  eome 
through  that  Qonstitutiew.  This  Hotsse  is  iret 
authorised  to  hold  He  aessioB  to^dsy  mhsss 
that  old  instrument,  which  I  have  been  taught 
fron  infaoey  up  to  the  pffeseottime  to  v^ere, 
gives  tbem  that  power. 

I  regret  tahave  to  say  to  my  dielingnished 
friend  from  Pemnylvaniav  [Mr.  Towvonrv,] 
who  addressed  the  House  to-day,  tbd  he  has 
songbl  to  place  mo  in  a  ftdse  |)oaitton«  Be 
asked  the  qaestum^why  taOeoigia  opposed  to 
edoeatioB;  wfayisthegeatleaMn&omGeoigia 
opposed  to  editeataonf  Why,  sir,  I  madetbo 
distinct  aane«SMement  tira  other  da?  to  bimj 
and  lo  every  other  meari>er  of  tbia  Mouae  who 
was  present  Xq  hear  it,  thai  I  hm>nA  edaca*^ 
tioB.  Had  I  not,  by  the  very  sobstitute  which 
I  pn^iMted  la  thia  Mouse,  asked  Oongvess  to 
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iiMfoas^  tfl^  n^l^ftitf  j^^potfed  to  h€  glv<?n  hf* 
the  present  bill?  The  getftlettkittV  Myir,  gfve 
oaefialf:  Isagrgiwubw^oltf.  T^  he' charges 
me  with  being  opposed  to  education'  io  Geor- 
gia! I  declsSed  the  other  day,  and  I  declare 
again  to-day,  that  I  would  be  md  to  fee  every 
cnird  in  Qeorgifi  educated.  I  am  willing  to 
indorse  every  word  that  I  have  heard  uttered 
in  this  House  since  I  have  been  here  in  favor 
of  the  education,  not  only  of  the  whites,  but 
of  the  blacks.  Let  them  all  be  educated ;  let 
th^m  an  be  elevated  thereby,  and  raised  to 
Btfch  a  standard  that  they  can  appreciate  their 
rights  under  the  Constitution  ana  tho  laws. 

In  (he  KtCle  time  that  I  have  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  detain  the  House  by  dwelling  in  detail 
upon  the  points  which  I  made  the  other  day ; 
but  I  may  be  alh)#ed  tO  enli^ge  upon  one  or 
two  s«f9»Btione  which  I  then  submitted.  I 
s«id  then  tbM  the  rights  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Sttot^  are  fuHv  defined  and  set  forth 
in  the  ConatitniioB ;  tbat  in  that  iaetrament 
tlMf»e%eM  d^l^Mtcwl  to  Congress,  as  well  as 
the  powers  prohibited  to  the  Sta^a,  are  defined, 
and  that  all  powers  that  are  not  delegated  to 
thnrCongviSS'oftbiBr  United  States  or  prohibited 
to  tlioGtaitis  are  Veserrvd  to  be  exercised  by 
the-fiitaies. 

Nww,  •it,'!  dor  not  object  to  the  main  idea 
of  tfatrbltly  wfaith  ov^oses  to  eonseerate  this 
fund  to  educational  purposes ;  it  is  the  detaile 
of  the  bHt  towhiob  l  oojeet.  I  say  that  they 
mm  tneondileQt  with  the  pfovisions  of  the 
Constitution;  they  are  incoosietent  with  the 
rights  and  the  dignity  of  the  States.  Will  any 
man  in  this  House  say  that  the  people  of  his 
own  State  have  lost  the  power  or  self-govern- 
ment ;  that  thev  must  be  contr(^led  or  super- 
vised by  the  C/oh|reBs  of  the  United  States? 
Has  the  State  of  Wisconsin  lost  that  power 
wWch  It  has  beety  eiteitislog  fbr  years  past  to 
regtffate  thd  cotnmon  schools  7  Has  the  State 
oT  Net^  York  lost  its  ability  to  control  this 
^eat  qttestion  of  the  education  of  its  people? 
Upon  which  of  the  States  can  it  be  char|;ed 
that  ft  has  not  the  intellect  and  the  patriotism 
to  io  fbtWatd  in  the  great  work  of  education, 
and  carry  it  on  just  as  effectually  as  can  the 
C()|Dgres^of  the  United  States? 

Why,  s^r,  Congress  already  has  more  to  do 
thto  it  dUn  do  properly.  It  does  not  half  do 
whof  it  pretends  to  do.  Yet  vou  want  to  mul- 
tiply hs  duties.  Why,  sir,  this  Committee  on 
Eoucariou  and  Labor  is,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  elpfessTon,  nothing  in  the  world  but  a  sort 
of  fun^  or  excrescence  that  has  grown  upon 
the  bOdy-pt»Htic  within  the  last  few  years.  It 
vrtaf  not  knoi^n  when  Webster  and  his  com- 
peert  werd  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  When  great  men  who  once  occupied 
pTaces  in  Congjress  have  fkiled  to  bring  for- 
watd  soth  mettihires  air  this,  I  fbel  that  it  is  too 
late  at  this  day  for  us  to  do  it ;  and  I  say  that 
this  ewereeeetfcto  oufght  to  have  applied  to  it 
th«  softloiil  knife  of  le^slation  and  be  cut  off. 

8(r,  r  want  to  ittviciftevery  man  in  this  House 
to  refer  to  the  original  grants  of  cession  made 
bV  Yli^giiria,  Georgia,  and  North  Carolma. 
Examine  what  they  said  in  those  grants.  In 
what  form  was  the  grant  made  ?  Virginia  pro- 
vided t^l  the'  tattds  granted  should  be  appro- 
prhNidlbirthecotntton  use  of  the  States  of  the 
United  Statee,  the  State  of  Virj^nia  included. 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  repeat  the  same 
dedaratioo.  The  donation  of  tne  Mississippi 
country  tNM  mtfde  to  the  Stater  of  the  United 
SttMee;  the  kngviilge  <<€k>vemmctet  of  the 
United  StiAtes^'  wm  nevet* u^.  It  is  set  fbrth 
in  those  crtioles  of  cession  that  the  General 
GbvemaeotihaUappropriate  the  grant  in  good 
faith.  Now,  I  put  it  to  efery  man  in  this  House 
whether  Congress  has  acted  in  good  faith 
toward  these  States  in  giving  awaj^  nearly  two 
huvdred  mHHonr  aefseof  the  public  domain  to 
monster  eorpovMlom  fov  the  purpose  of  minis- 
temgto  private  profit?  Where(  was  the  Justice 
in  that?  I  have  said  if  they  are  not  admiuis- 
tettd  by  Mibfcd  men  go' back  and  divide  them 
ontamoigtheSliles.    Givwthem  to  the  States,  I 


and  the:f  will  manifge  them  right.  They  will 
appropriate  these  lands  where  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  education.  If  they  do  not 
appropriate  them  in  that  #ay  or  for  that  nfter- 
est,  let  them  appropriate  them  for  soch  other 
pablio  services  as  tne  ezigetfciet  of  the  aevend 
Spates  mi^  require. 

Mr.  Speaiker,  I  regret  I  have  not  time  to  go 
on  and  enlarge  on  this  questioA';  but  I  db 
desire  to  say  something  about  the  Stalls  of 
Georgia.  Something  has  been  sttid  \fi  thb 
debate  about  the  State  of  Georgia*  My  distin- 
guished friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Towv- 
sbttd]  said  every  other  one  id  ihat  State  is 
illiterate.  That  mav  be  true.  It  is  only  within 
the  last  few  years  that  the  negro  people,  hove 
been  disenthralled  from  slavery.  They  have 
been  manumitted.  I  have  no  complaint  to 
make  of  that.  I  d6'  not  speak  to-day  of  it,  but 
that  accounts  for  much  oi  the  illiteracy  of  the 
people  of  Georgia.  They  are  always  ready  to 
educate  the  people.  It  cannot  be  imputed  to 
her  Legislature  that  it  is  not  always  ready  to 
do  what  is  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people.  To  show  that  my  people  are  eameat 
in  this  matter,  I  have  only  to  state  that  within 
the  last  twenty  or  thirty  days  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  has  approprisAed  tome  thrde  hdn- 
dred  thousand  dollars  for  the  education  of  the 
people  there. 

How  do  we  stand  there?  t  wish  to  say  a 
word  more  about  my  own  State  of  Georgia. 
I  do  not  wish  you  to  think  I  am  complainings 
I  came  here  on  a  mission  of  peace.  I  do  not 
come  here  to  provoke  strife  or  to  stir  up  angry, 
passions.  I  should  like  to  heal  up  the  old 
wounds  and  close  them  up  forever.  But  I  will 
say  that  not  only  have  other  sonthem  States 
been  afflicted,  as  the  distinguished  gentleauaB 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  VooaHiia^  has  said,  by 
State  governments  set  upon  their  apex  instead 
of  upon  tbeir  base,  but  the  State  of  Geeigim 
has  been  especially  so  afflicted.  She  has  griev- 
ously suffered  from  tbat  sort  of  State  adminis- 
tration— I  mean  the  administration  of  a  ''  car- 
g It-bag''  government.  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
ouse,  and  through  the  House  to  the  whole 
countiT,  that  the  State  of  Georgfa  has  passed 
from  tne  government  of  the  '^  carpet-baggers** 
into  the  hands  of  a  government  of  her  own 
people.  To-day  Geotgia  is  under  the  control 
of  the  good,  true,  and  patriotic  men  of  that 
State,  under  the  control  of  men  bom  within 
her  limits.  She  hat  a  Governor  born  within 
her  own  limits.  A  majority  of  her  Legtslalore 
is  composed  of  men  born  within  her  limiuu 
The  people  therefore  now  look  for  a  good  end 
proper  administration  of  the  State  government. 
AH  Georgia  wante  is  to  let  her  alone^  and  in  a 
few  years  she  will  ^et  back  to  the  proud  posi- 
tion she  occupied  in  former  times,  in  being  the 
Empire  State  of  the  South.  I  only  need  to  call 
attention  to  the  coat  of  arms  of  that  State 
emblazoned  upon  the  ceiling  of  this  Hall.  It 
is  the  Constiiution  supported  bv  three  great 
pillars  designated  a»  **  wisdom,^*  '* justice,*' 
and  "  moderation.*'  Thatis  what  we  look  for. 
That  is  what  we  expect  under  the  present 
administration  of  the  State  goverameiu  io 
Georgia.  We  believe  the  (Governor  and' 
lature  will  control  affairs  there  with 
justice,  and  modevstion. 

WILLIAM  cr.  halpinic. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
lard  beibre  the  House  a  message  from  rtie 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  information  in  relation  to 
the  Fenian  prisoner,  William  G.  Halpine; 
which  was  reforred  to  tho  CoaiAittee  on  For- 
eign Afthira,  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

tARIFF. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  uoanimoiui  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Statietics  on  the  tariff  logislation  of  tiie  United 


802 


THE  C0N6BESSI0KAL  GLOBE. 


Februarys, 


States ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

STBPHBN  H.  D0GARDU8,  KTG. 

Tke  SPEAKER  alsot  by  uDanimoas  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  commanication  from 
the  Seeretaiy  of  War,  in  reference  to  Stephen 
H.  Bo^rdns,  late  second  lieatenant  of  the 
fourth  infantiy,  and  L.  L.  O'Connor,  late  first 
lieatenant  of  the  third  cavalry;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SURYBTINa  XXPBN8B8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  transmitting  estimates 
for  the  appropriation  required  during  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year  for  clerical  hire  in  the  sev- 
eral surveying  districts;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SOLDISBS'  DIBOIIAROB. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  soldiers  discharged 
on  the  ground  of  minority ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  pribted. 

SBTH  H.  WHITTBN. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Seth 
M.  Whitten,  formerly  a  private  of  company 
K,  fourth  Michigan  volunteers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

WISCONaiN  AND  FOX  EIVBR8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous'consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  in  relation  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox 
rivers ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WASniNOTON,  BTC,  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Rail- 
road Company,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
transactions  of  said  company  during  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1871;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WUITMORR  vs.  HBENDON. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  testimony  in  the  con- 
tested-election  cas^  of  Whitmore  vs,  Herndon, 
first  eongressional  district  of  Texas ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

JAMBS  n.  MTBRS  AND  0TUKR8. 

Mr.  DONNAN,  by  unanimous  consent  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the 
House  papers  in  the  case  of  James  H.  Myers 
and  others. 

LBAVK  OF  ABSBNOB. 

By  unanimous  consent — 

Mn  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  two  days. 

Mr.  ORR  obtained  leave  of  absence  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  New  York,  obtained  leave 
of  absence  until  Tuesday  next. 

JAMES  J.  FBRRIS. 

Mr.  BIRD,  by  unanimous  consent,  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House 
the  petition  of  James  J.  Ferris,  and  aocom* 
paoymg  papers. 

6TEPHBN  nULL. 

Mr.  L.  MYBRS,  by  unanimous  consent, 
obtained  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of 
the  House  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Stephen 
Hull. 

DUTIBS  ON  WOOLS  AND  WOOLENS. 

Mr.  LAMPORT,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  resolution'  relating  to  the  duties 
on  wools  and  woolenaf  which  was  referred 


to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  . 

Mr.  McGREW.  I  more  that  the  Honse 
now  adjourn. 

BDUOATIONAL  FUND. 

The  SPEAKER.  Pending  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  the  Chair  desires  to  state  that  the 
bill  under  consideration  to-day  (R,  R.  No. 
1042)  to  establish  an  educational  fund,  and 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
education  of  the  people,  goes  over  under  the 
order  of  the  House  untu  Tuesday  next  at 
half  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.- LOWE.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  pending  bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  printed : 

Ad<}  to  section  four  the  following : 

Provided,  That  where  any  State,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  takes  a  regular  oensos  of  its  popolation  at  a 
period  intermediate  the  regular  pertoos  for  taking 
the  United  States  census,  the  apportionment  to  saoh 
State  after  soch  census  ii  taken  shall  be  in  propor- 
tion to  its  population,  so  aaeertalned,  until  the  next 
succeeding  census  under  tb«  laws  of  th«  United 
SUtes. 

SESSION  OF  SATURDAY. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  order  of  Uu  House 
the  session  of  to-morrow  will  be  for  debate 
only,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  no  busi- 
ness whi^ver  to  be  transacted.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  [Mr.  Hat]  will  occupy  the 
chair. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  agreed  to. 

And  accordingly  (at  five  o'clock  p.  m.)  the 
Honse  adjourned. 

PITITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  ACKER:  The  memorial  of  the 
workers  in  the  Lehigh  Iron  Company's  works, 
and  citizens  of*  Ssuisbury  township,  Lehigh 
county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  a 
change  of  existing  tariff  laws,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BANKS:  The  petition  of  Judith 
Denham,  mother  of  George  L.  Denham,  for 
a  pension. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINTON :  The  memorial  of 
Ebenezer  F.  Nye  and  27  others,  heirs  to  ori- 
ginal claimants  of  the  French  spoliation 
claims,  praying  the  payment  of  their  claims. 

By  Mr.  DUELL :  The  petition  of  J.  R.  D. 
Clendennin  and  29  others,  soldiers,  of  Jeffer- 
son coun^.  Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
bounty-land  law,  and  an  equalization  of  bounty. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  McMullen  and 
30  others,  soldiers,  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia, 
praying  an  equalization  of  bounties  and  a 
bounty  law. 

By  Mr.  ELY :  The  petition  of  826  retail  to- 
bacco dealers  of  New  York,  for  relief  from 
unjust  taxation. 

By  Mr.  FINKELNBURO:  ThapeUtion  of 
(^eoive  Menz,  late  a  sergeant  in  company  A, 
first  United  States  Reserve  corps,  for  arrears 
of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  83  tobacco  dealers  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  for  a  uniform  rate  of 
tax. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigftn :  The  peti- 
tion of  soldiers  of  Michigan,  asking  Congress 
to  amend  the  homestead  law  of  1870,  so  as  to 
place  all  on  an  equal  footing. 

BjT  Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachuseUs :  The 
petition  of  Abel  WUlard,  J.  B.  Daoa«  and 
others,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  asking 
the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  savings  institutions 

By  Mr.  LAMPORT:  The  petiUon  of  Miss 
Clara  Q.  Scott  and  others,  praying  ooospensa- 
tion  for  services  rendered  soldiers  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion. 

By  Mr.  PACKARD :  The  petition  of  pen- 
sioners of  Indiana  and  other  States,  for  pay- 
ment of  pensions  throagh  poatflsaatert. 

By  Mr.  PETERS :  The  petition  of  Sarah 
W.  Wharton,  for  a  peoeioii. 

By  Mr.  BOOSflVBLT :  The  petUioa  of 
tobacco  raaoufacturers,  for  a  naiform  tax. 


By  Mr.  SHANKS:  A 
appeal  of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  ladiaai, 
against  proposed  violatiooa  of  aoloMa  toA 
reiterated  engagements,  compartu,  aad  mtmt 
ances  made  with  and  given  to  tiie  Choetav 
people  by  the  United  States^  and  acaiaat  tbe 
proposed  infraction,  by  violetioe  ADdibreeyW 
their  vested  rights  of  property  and  tbe  pio- 
prietorship  of  their  landa. 

By  Mr.  SNAPP:  The  petitiM  of  Andenes 
W.  Scott,  with  aceon^Muiying  pftpcn,  iec  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  STORM:  The  petition  of  Elitahe;^ 
Laury  and  9  others,  widows  of  aokLiers  of  the 
war  of  1812,  asking  the  paange  of  su  ad  givi^ 
them  a  pension. 

£^  Mr.  TWICHELL:  The  memorial  sad 
claim  of  William  H.  AUeo. 

By  Mr.  UPSON  i  The  petition  of  Jeaefifa 
Heep  and  87  others,  workorsin  the  devekad 
wootsa  mills,  against  abating  or  ahoKshisf 
duties  on  articles  snoceasfalijprodneed  in  thii 
countiT,  and  for  the  repeal  oif  tho  datiaa  oa 
teaaadxoffee. 


POST  ROUn  BILLS  IMTRODUOBD. 

The  following  were  iotrodaeed,  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  Conmuttoe  oa  tbs 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roada: 

Bv  Mr.  CROSSLAND:  Abilldeclanogtbe 
road  from  Dixon  to  Claysville,  ▼iAProvidcaef, 
in  the  State  of  Kentuclqri  a  post  roate. 

By  Mr.  WALDEN:  A  bUl  ibr  ft  post  roate 
from  Florence,  via  Robin  and  DoebeU,  ts 
Shellsburg,  in  the  State  of  Iowsl. 

By  Mr.  WINCHESTER :  A  bill  for  aposUl 
route  from  Owenton  by  Squireaville  to  Spring- 
port,  Kentucky. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  Fthruary  8,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m., 
Mr.  Hat  occupying  the  chair  as  Speaker 
pro  tempore. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butldu 
D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  waa  read  an4 
approved. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Houm 
meets  to-day,  by  order,  as  in  Committee  of  ike 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  d^«t« 
only,  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  KillinqerJ  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

IRON-WORKBBS'  IIRMORIALS. 

Mr.  KILUNQER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hmt^ 
sought  the  floor  at  this  time  in  order  that  I 
might  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Honae  and 
the  country  a  subject  of  ^TORt  importaaee 
to  my  eonstituents.  That  sungeet  is  io^cated 
and  fbrciblj  stated  in  the  nooaeroiiB  bm* 
mortals  which  I  have  presented  doiiof  the 
last  week.  The  nMmonaliats  atato  they  are« 
for  the  most  part>  iron-woriEora,  wfaieh  desig- 
nation  inolades  mechanics,  skilled  laborer«v 
and  others  engaged  in  the  mannlhetare  of 
iron,  iron  machinery,  and  the  variona  brmi 
of  industry  of  which  that  metal  ibrms  r 
poneat  part  They  respectfully  reosoi 
against  any  ehange  in  tbe  existing  n 
laws  whidi  shall  ^uee  or  aboU^  the  dnties 
upon  auch  articles  as  are  succeaafiill j  prodnced 
in  this  country. 

In  thus  presenting  the  aahiicct  to  the  eooaid- 
oration  of  Congress,  the  workiagmen  of  By  die- 
triet  have  exercised  a  ri^t  ooasmon  to  erery 
American  citizen,  and  are  entitled  to  respact- 
ful  consideration.  These  men  ropreaent  a 
cUuBS  of  persons  who  in  r  laige  degree  are  the 
producers  of  our  national  wealth,  and  ara  the 
kind  of  men  upon  whom  resta  finally  a  great 
share  of  the  burdens  of  narionsd  taxntioii 
Their  hands  are  brown  with  honest  toiL  their 
brows  are  moiat  with  the  swoat  of  honesa  Inher, 
and  I  desire  to  suggest  that  they  mra  aamnch 
entitled  to  a  hearing  here  and  in  theooniBittee- 
rooms  of  Congress  as  the  hired .  attwarioa  €i 
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British  free  trade  and  the  paid  agents  ef  im- 
porters and  monopolists. 

It  has  been  fireqaently  urged  as  an  otijection 
to  the  present  revenue  sjstem  that  it  was  cal- 
cnlated  to  enrich  oapilal  and  foster  monopo- 
lies) while  it  oppressed  the  laboring  men  and 
mpoverisbed  honest  industry.  Now,  sir,  these 
memorialists  speak  firom  some  praotical  knowl* 
edge  on  tbese  points,  and  they  realize  the 
fact  that  their  prosperity  depends  on  the 
maintenance  of  the  protective  features  in  that 
system.  And  so  far,  indeed,  as  such  articles 
as  we  are  successfully  producing  in  this  coun- 
try are  concerned,  the  results  of  American 
labor,  ingenuity,  and  capital,  there  oaght  to  be 
no  two  opinions  on  the  subject  in  the  ianerican 
Congress.  We  ought  9XL  to  stand  together  in 
the  recognition  of  the  right  of  our  home  indos-^ 
try  to  protection  in  the  framing  of  our  laws 
to  raise  revenue,  which  was  ac^rded  to  it  in 
the  first  act  passed  by  the  First  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  approved  by  the  first 
President,  George  Washington. 

To  the  workingmen,  whether  in  iron  or  in 
any  other  branch  of  industry,  this  is  a  question 
of  the  first  importance,  involving  as  it  does  their 
wages,  their  very  subsistence,  their  daily  bread. 
Plenty  of  work  and  fair  wages  go  hand  in  hand 
with  a  prosperous  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
country.  Scarcity  of  work  and  low  wages  are 
the  certain  results  of  panic,  financial  derange- 
ments, and  free  trade.  No  one  need  suppose 
that  they  are  mere  mnd-sills,  and  unable  to 
comprehend  this  question.  It  is  true  they 
have  not  very  generally  learned  the  elements 
of  their  Dolitical  economy  in  books  and  re- 
views. Their  knowledge  of  the  subject  is 
eminently  praotical,  and  their  experience  has 
been  dearly  purchased.  They  are  for  the  most 
part  well  informed  and  intelligent  citisens, 
and  many  of  their  kind  are  to-ouiy  occupying 
responsible  positions  in  the  Government. 

In  this  country  *  ^  the  ruler  "  and  ^  ^  the  ruled ' ' 
are  convertible  terms.  So  the  laborer  of  to- 
day becomes  the  capitalist  of  to-morrow.  We 
all,  therefore,  have  an  eaual  stake  in  society  and 
government,  and  are  ail  equally  interested  in 
the  adoption  of  wise  laws  and  beneficent  legis- 
lation. They  are  not,  therefore,  merely  acting 
on  the  suggestion  or  by  the  dictation  of  their 
employers.  In  good  old  Pennsylvania  capital 
does  not  yet  own  labor  in  any  such  offensive 
sense.  When  free  trade  comes  to  prevail 
among  us,  and  the  wages  are  reduced  to  the 
ten-cent  standard  of  despotic  countries,  such 
a  degradation  of  the  laboring  man  may  not  be 
impossible  even  in  that  State;  but  that  time  is 
not  just  yet.  While  atating^  their  views  these 
naemorialists  do  not  antagonise  the  operators 
and  manuiacturers  in  whose  employ  they  are- 
There  is  no  conflict  of  opinions  or  interests  in 
the  case;  it  is  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
classes,  employers  and  emplcmd,  that  there 
should  be  an  active  -demand  for  labor  and  a 
remunerative  profit  for  capitaL 

The  experience  of  the  last  two  years  has  also 
shown  that  the  maintenance  of  the  pceeeni 
rate  of  duties  en  iron  is  to  the  advantage  of 
consumers  as  well  as  those  engaged  in  its  pro- 
duction. Two  years  ago  Congress  yielded  to 
clansoiv  and  reduced  the  duty  two  dollars, 
which  sum  was  immediately  added  to  the  price 
of  the  article  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  with" 
out  any  correspondmg  benefit  to  our  consumers 
in  this  country.  Iron  advanced  in  price,  a 
brisk  demand  sprang  up  for  it,  and  the  foreign 
dMler  reaped  jaU  the  advantage.  Our  home 
production  received  a  check  thereby,  and  the 
whole  market  was  unsettled.  We  need  sta- 
bility in  this,  as  in  all  other  branches  of  pro- 
ductive industry,  and  unless  we  can  have  it, 
enterprise  is  paralysed,  and  capital  seeks  other 
channels  of  investment. 

And  as  for  the  cUp-trap  about  ravenue 
reform,  so  plentifully  mauufadured  by  the 
advocates  of^free  trade,  and  into  which  trap, 
I  regret  to  say,  some  of  our  otherwise  sound 
political  bretlkreB  have  fallen,  it  is.  a  delnsioa  I 


and  a  snare.  We  all  know  that  there  11  a 
short  and  decisive  way  to  effectrevenue  reform 
without  disturbing  the  protective  system  and 
destroying  the  industrial  interests  of  the  conn* 
try.  Abolish  at  one  stroke  the  whole  internal 
revenue  system,  so  far  as  the  income  taxes  and 
stamp  duties  are  concerned,  and  limit  its  future 
operation  to  the  two  articles  of  whisky  and 
tobacco,  and  you  will  secure  a  revenue  reform 
that  will  meet  the  unqualified  approval  of  the 
people.  Thus  you  will  not  stop  the  bnsy  hum 
of  industry,  throughout  the  land ;  you  will  not 
put  out  the  fires  of  our  furnaces  and  forges ; 
you  will  not  cover  the  land  with  desolation  as 
with  a  pall.  In  the  pathway  of  such  revenue 
reform,  as  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  we 
shall  have  benefits  and  blessings  innumerable, 
and  a  d^pree  of  prosperity  which  will  continue 
in  the  future,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  to  relieve 
the  people  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the 
slaveholdcurs'  rebellion,  and  lead  to  the  entire 
extinction  of  the  national  debt,  the  legacy  left 
us  by  that  rebellion,  and  a  consummation  to 
be  devoutly  prayed  for. 

The  memorialists  further  advocate  the  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  arti- 
ekes  as  are  not  produced  in  the  United  States 
and  enter  into  general  use.  This  suggestion 
is  in  exact  accord  with  the  true  theory  and 
teachings  of  (he  American  protective  system. 
No  branch  of  our  own  industry  will  be  injuri- 
ously afi'ected  by  its  adoption,  inasmuch  as 
none  comes  into  unequal  competition  with  the 
foreign  articles  referred  to.  To  allow  such 
articles,  therefore,  to  come  in  free  of  duty,  is 
to  cheapen  them  to  oar  consumers,  and  does 
not  tend  to  degrade  our  laborers  to  the  level 
of  the  *' heathen  Chinee''  or  the  miserable  laz- 
zaronl  of  continental  Europe.  A  liberal  free 
list,  with  the  abolition  of  internal  revenue  taxes, 
and  the  maintenance  of  American  industry  of 
all  kinds,  these  are  the  revenue  reforms  that  I 
desire  to  commend  to  the  careful  consideration 
of  Congress. 

And  especially,  Mr.  Speaker,  allow  me  to 
impress  these  views  upon  the  Republican  side 
of  the  House.  *We  have  a  President  who  retains 
the  undiminished  confidence  of  the  country, 
and  who,  in  all  probability,  will  again  lead  the 
Republican  columns  to  victory.  He  stands 
pledged  before  the  country  to  the  support  of 
the  doctrines  enunciated  m  the  memorials  to 
which  I  have  addressed  these  remarks.  ^  In  an 
interview  with  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  this 
week,  OS  reported  in  yesterday's  daily  papers, 
the  President  is  reported  as  reasserting  the 
doctrine  of  his  last  annual  message.  He  said 
that  **iarticle3  not  produced  in  this  country, 
and  entering  into  general  consumption,  should 
be  admitted  free  of  duty,  while  duties  on 
those  articles  which  come  into  competition 
with  our  own  manufactures  should  not  be 
reduced.''  I  indulge  in  the  hope  that  the 
majority  side  of  the  House,  upon  whom  rests 
the  responsibility  of  legislation,  will  be  in 
entire  accord  with  General  Grant  on  this  as 
well  as  other  important  subjects,  and-  that  we 
shall  enter  upon  the  canvass  before  us  a  united 
party,  and  so  achieve  success  by  deserving  it. 

And  let  me  add,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  repre- 
senting the -toiling  millions  of  Pennsylvania 
here  on  this  important  question,  lam  not  here 
as  a  mendicant  asking  favors  or  begging  for 
the  crumbs  which  fall  from  rich  men's  tables. 
We  are  asking  for  protection  as  of  right.  Wc 
claim  it  to  be  due  to  us  from  the  Government 
we  sustain  and  support.  And  we  will  sustain 
no  party  and  support  no  Administration  that 
repudiates  our  rights  and  is  recreant  to  our 
interests  in  this  regard. 

THB  GONQRiGfiSIONAL  QLOBB. 

Mr.BEATTY.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  14ih 
of  April,  1869,  a  contract  was  entered  into  by 
which  Rives  &  Bailey  were  bound  to  report 
and  publish  the  debates  and  proceediBgs  oi 
the  Forty- First  Congress.  This  contract  ex- 
pired with  the  Congresaon  the  4th  of  March, 


1071,  since  which  time  the  proceedings  and 
debates  have  been  published  by  Rives  &  Bailey 
without  a  contract,  but  upon  the  presumption, 
of  course,  that  Congress  woukl  remunerate 
them  fairly  for  the  work. 

During  the  spring  session  of  the  present 
Congress  the  joint  Committee  on  Printing  bad 
not  sufficient  time  to  make  the  investigation 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  agree  upon  the 
terms  of  a  new  contract,  and  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  second  session  two  members 
of  the  committee.  Senators  Howe  and  Cas- 
SBBLT,  have  been  absent,  engaged  on  an  invest^ 
igating  committee  in  New  York,  and  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  take  no  definite  action  in 
regara  to  the  matter  until  their  return. 

By  the  contract  of  April  14,  1860,  Rives  & 
Bailey  agreed  to  report  and  publish  the  debates 
in  the  Daily  Globe  for  $10  80  per  column, 
furnish  two  copies  of  the  daily  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives at  one  cent  per  page  for  each  copy, 
and  transfer  the  proceedings  and  debates  from 
the  Daily  Globe  to  the  Congressional  Globe 
(quarto  form)  at  two  mills  for  each  page  of  the 
quarto.  They  also  agreed  to  furnish  an  ample 
index  to  the  quarto  ^ition  at  the  same  price 
per  page,  and  to  publish  the  laws  passed  by 
Congress  in  the  same  manner  as  the  proceed- 
ings and  debates,  and  at  the  same  rates.  They 
agreed,  furthermore,  to  farnish  storage,  free 
of  charge,  for  the  printed  sheets  of  the  quarto 
edition  for  such  reasonable  time  as  the  Con- 
gressional Printer  might  desire. 

Under  this  contract  Rives  &  Bailey  were 
paid  for  reporting  and  publishing — 

13,804  123-206  columns  Daily  Qlobe,  at $10  30  per  col- 
UBU ^ $142,187  85 

G4a  copies  Daily  Globe  to  Senators  and 
Members,  1  cent  per  pure '. 13,039  90 

12,391  copies  quarto,  each  copy  makins 
eleven  volumes,  con tainins  12,814 paces, 
an^  the  12,391  copieeoontaining  158,779,- 
365  pages,  at  2  mills  per  page »..    317.558  73 

Total  amount  paid  Riv«8  k  Bailey  for 
Daily  aad  Congressional  Qlob«  for  the 
Forty-First  Congress......^ ^ 472,770  9S 

Bxtra  eompeosation  to  reporters ;...     26.482  M 

Total  amount  paid   for  reporting  and 

Cost  6f  blodtng  184,200  volumes  at  the 
Qoverumant  madery.  estimated  at  60 
oentsper  v^lnQie...M^u«..M.-..M».~. 80,520  00 

Total  ooet  of  the  Daily  and  Congres- 
sional Globe ..» $579,779  5C 

h  II 

The  Daily  and  Congressional  Globe,  as  the 
statement  shows,  cost  nearly  $600,000  for  the 
years  1869  and  1870,  an  amount  so  large  that 
if  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt  would  have  saved  to  the  country  $86,000 
per  annum  for  the  next  fifty  years  certainly, 
and  probably  for  all  time.  Has  the  expend- 
iture been  a  wise  one?  Is  there  anything 
within  the  lids  of  the  eleven  ponderous  volumes 
which  can  by  any  poasihiHty  compensate  the 
conntry  for  this  enormous  outlay  ?  The  laws 
enacted  by  Congress,  the  Journals  of  the  two 
Houses,  the  records  of  committees  if  properly 
made,  the  visilant  press  of  the  country,  if  the 
field  were  leu  open  to  it,  would  have^  preserved 
all  there  is  of  value  in  these  voluminous  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  jewels,  if  there  be  any,  would 
have  shone  all  the  brighter  in  the  eye  of  the 
nation  when  extricated  and  relieved  from  the 
mass  of  rubbish  by  which  they  are  now  hidden. 

This  work  is  rrowint;  apon  us  rapidly.  It 
was  commenced  by  Blair  &  Rives  in  1883. 
The  first  volume  issued  contained  the  pro* 
ceedings  entire  of  the  Twenly^Third  Congress, 
and  numbered  eight  hundred  mid  twelve  pages. 
The  proceedings  of  the  last  Congress,  wiih  the 
indexes^  fill  eleven  unwieldy  volumes,  and 
cover  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen  pages.  The  cost  of  reporting  and 
publishing  the  debates  for  the  Twenty-  Third 
Congress  1  have  been  unable  to  ascertain,  hut 
it  probably  did  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  cosi  for  the  Forty*  First  Congress  is, 
aa  1  have  stated,  $579,779  66«    In  this  oonneo* 
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tion  I  ask  permiiBioti  to  print  tlie  foUon^ng 
stateme&t  abowrog  tk#  total  •monots  paid  fbt 
the  Globe  from  1849  to  1871,  inelaeive : 

For  CMtrM^oiial  QK>b«  and  At>peadbeM$t.2l7.449  60 

For  ono  eomplete  set  of   Globo   and  ^     _    . 

Appendix », 268,031  04 

For  blodina  s&me.  from  ISSi  to  19^ 121.585  85 

For  reporttoff  prooeedinffi  Hi  Co«arei^ 

sioQU Glob^**»*»« »...*^. ...... ......  518.857  51 

For  amount  paid  and  due  for  Globes  of  .     . ., .  .  . 

Forty-Krat  Con^rees *72.776,98 

2.628.700  57 
For   additional   oompeniation   to  re- 

portera   not  properly  chargeable  to ^  ^ 

Globe l?6.9Sfr80 

2,80&.640i8 
For  bindinjr  atGoTemmeDtbindery  firom 
1802  to  itfri.  (estimated) 270.000  00 

'Grand  total 88^075.640  46 

We  are  aoon  to  haye  about  forty  additional 
menii>ers  in  this  Hoaae.  Wboosn  sayy  in  view 
of  the  rapid  ineveaae  of  matter  to  be  pubiisfaed, 
and  of  m&  expense  of  poblieation,  that  the 
amount  required  for  the  Globe,  if  it  be  con- 
tinued^ will  not  soon  exceed  a  half  railHon  dol- 
lars per  annum? 

The  figures  presented  simplj  gtT&  the  ascer- 
tained cost  of  the  Globe.  The  unascertained 
and  unascertainable  expense  which  itspublte 
ation  inToWes  we  hai^  good  reason  to  believe 
amounts  to  far  more  than  the  sam  named. 
The  Globe  is  made  the  receptacle  for  all  man- 
ner of  speeches,  esss^^e,  editorials^  sermons^  on 
all  subjects  of  whioh  the  ingenuity  of  man 
can  ooneeire.  It  seetos  to  be  a  member^ s  fiust 
duty  and  highest  ambition  to  get  into  it  as 
often  as  he  can.  It  is  a  standing  encourage- 
ment to  speakers  and  writers.  It  makes  silence 
a  defect  and  qai«l  labor  a  reproach.  It  invites 
men  to  talk  much  when  they  have  little  to  say^ , 
and  put  in  rounded  periods  and  high'souadio^ 
verbmee  what  would  be  bettet  understood  it 
utterea  in  that  simple,  direct,  and  pertinent 
language  which-  obtatas  among  busiaeaa  men 
the  world  over.  H  incoleaCes  thef  Bl»surd  no- 
tion that  nothing  can  be  valuable  which  is  not 
trumpeted  forth  at  the  top  of  our  voice  in  a 
long  and  ttreeome  speech*  It  tends  to  crowd 
honest  merit  and  ^et  thinking  to  the  wall, 
and  makes  impudenee,  rather  than  solid  sease, 
the  grand  element  of  soceess.  It  leads  4o 
interminable  repetition  of  ideas  and  arguments 
on  every  important  measure  which  oames 
before  Us  for  consideration.  It  discourages 
and  preveatS  legitiesate  debate^  and  by  pro- 
longing oar  iesaions  not  only  i&Tolves  the 
country  in  a  vast  onnecesaary  expease,  but 
exerdses  an  unwholetecaer  infloenee  over 
legislation. 

Is  it  not  ouv  vanity,  rather  tdian  am  honeet 
desire  to  benefit  the  caantry,  which  induces  us 
to  eoutimie  this  publication?  The  ten  thousand 
speeches  which  lie  buried  and  forgotten  in 
the  Globe  sbonld  teaoh  us  that  our  eomtriba- 
tions  to  it  do  not  iasure  immortality.  Can  we 
not  safely  trust  to  the  iodependentpress  of  the 
country,  to  thoi brief  but  accorata  Journals  of 
Congress,  which  tell  where  every  man  stood 
upon  every  important  measure^,  and  to  the  laws 
we  pass,  die  work  of  preserving  whatever  we 
may  do  or  say  which  is  Hkely  to  be  of  perma- 
nent value  to  mankind?  The  bestq>eeohe8 
ever  uttered  have  come  down  to  us  from  a 
period  when  men  talloed  less  and  thought  more, 
and  yet  there  was  no  Congressional  Globe  in 
those  days.  This  indioates  at  least  thai  the 
world  understands  the  value  of  these  things, 
and  will)  of  its  own  accord  and  at  its  own 
expense,  preserve  whatever  is  of  ase  to  iL 

Sincerely  believing  that  the  abolition  of  the 
Globe  would  be  a  wme  measure  of  ecoaomy 
and  result  in  great  good  to  the  country,  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  tacts  and 
6gures  which  I  have  si^asitted,  and  ask  for 
them  the  earnest  consideration  af  the  House. 
I  entertain  but  little  hope,  however,  that  Con- 
gress will  at  this  time  conseat  to  its  discoo- 
tiouaaoe>  but  do  hope,  if  it  be  not  prepared 


to  go  that  fflv,  that  it  wall  consent  to  certain 
changes  that  will  lessen  the  expense  of  the 
publication  considerably  without  in  the  least 
imoMriag  its  value. 

The  joint  Committee  on  Printing,  With  the 
permisston  of  the  publishers,  have  made  in 
one  respect  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
Globe,  and  one  which  is  likely  to  resnh  in  a 
very  considerable  diminution  of  its  cost,  if 
assented  to  byCoBgve8&  From  the  Thiiiy- 
Third  Congress  down  to  the  close  of  the  Forty- 
First  an  index  has  been  inserted  in  each  vol- 
ume. During  tlie  Thirty* Ninth  Coaffress,  at 
the  sogsestion,  I  undecstand,  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Frinting,  the  index  was  considerably 
enlarged  and  made  nrare*  systematic,  and  also 
more  expensive.  To  show  tiie  result  of  this 
plan  of  inserting  an  index  in  each  volnmo  I 
present  the  following  statement  wht(^  exhibits 
in  detail  the  number  of  volumes  for  each  ses* 
ston  of  the  Forty- f^rst  Congress  and  the  nnm*- 
ber  of  pages  of  index  matten  which  th*^  con- 
tun: 

First  seflsion,  one  volume ;  patsrof  lodes 114 

Seoondseesion.sixvoluaiea;  inserUnadfi^paset 

oa  lusiox  e aoo. »««...»««»..«»«..»».»...»..»».»...«»«»»»».... ^j»»»^ ABU 
Third  session,  three  volumes;   Inserting  832f 

pages  of  index  eaeh » » 088" 

Appendtxaadlaws,  onevolamo;  pageaof  iades*     70 

lotal  pages  of  index  in  the  eleven  volumes...  3^042 

Multiply  the  number  of  pages  of  index  by 
the  number  of  copies  of  the  Globe  (quarto 
edition)  furnished  to  Congress,  (12,891,)  and 
you  have  87,693,422  pages  of  index,  which,  at 
two  mills  per  paee,  amount  to  $75,880  84. 
One  complete  index  for  each  copy  covering 
651  pages  would  have  been  sufficient.  This 
would  nave  made  in  the  aggregate  7,942,200 
pages  of  index  matter,  which,  at  two  mills  per 
page,  would  have  amounted  to  $15,884  40. 
Deduct  this  sum  from  the  amount  actually 
paid  for  indexes  to  the  Globe  of  the  Forty-First 
Congress,  and  you  have  $59,502  44  which  was 
expended  for  matter  that  was  not  only  of  no 
practical  use,  but  which  rendered' the  volumes 
inconveniently  large.  This  defect  the  joint 
Committee  on  Printing  has  remedied  by  an 
understanding  with  the  publishers  of  the  Globe 
that  but  one  index  shall  be  supplied ;  and  in 
accordance  with  this  arrangement  the  two 
volumes  of  tlie  first  session  of  the  present 
Congress  have  but  one  index.  This  will  be 
found  in  the  first  volume. 

The  Daily  Globe  has  a  vety  small  circula- 
lation  ;  the  number  of  copies  issued,  inchid- 
iog  those  furnished  members  of  Congress,  will 
probably  not  exceed  one  thousand.  There  is 
therefore  no  actual  benefit  derived  by  either 
ourselves  or  our  constituents  from  publishing 
the  laws  and  resolutions  of  Congress  in  that 
paper  at  $10  30  per  column,  and  still  less 
necessity  or  use  for  burying  them  in  the  quarto 
edition  at  two  mills  per  page.    Congress  has 

Erovided  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  by 
little,  Brown  &  Co.,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  State  I^epartnient,  and  their  edition 
is  the  only  one  recognized  as  authentic  in  any 
court  of  the  country.  The  Congressional 
PrinfeT  is  also  authorized  to  print  the  laws 
in  n  cheap  and  convenient  form.  Of  the 
volumes  issued  by  him  we  are  allowed  a  few 
copies  annually  n)r  distribution  among  our 
constituents,  and  the  law  permits  any  one  to 
buy  them  of  the  Congressional  Printer  at  the 
actual  cost  of  press- work  and  paper.  No  one, 
therefore,  ever  ffoes  to  the  Congressional  Globe 
for  the  laws.  We  paid  during  the  Forty- Rrst 
Congress  for  publishing  laws  and  resolutions 
in  the  Globe,  as  follows: 

307    oolamns     Daily    Globe.     $10   30     per    col- 
umn  S3,162  10 

3,062.200  pages  quarto  Globe,  two  mills  per 


•••••%•••••%•••«•••••••••«••••*•••••*«• 


Making  a  total  sum  of.. »......td.286  50 

which  was  ^>solutely  thrown  away.    Shall  we 
continue  this  useless  expenditure? 
Beside  the  saving  wa  shall  make  by  omit* 


ting  the  dii|riieated  vakaxmvak^n  \mmmfnm 
future  volumes  of  the  Globe,  tkeexpaiM^aBiik 
be  further  reduced  somewhat  by  warding  ee 
ceitain  matter  whidi  parbapa  ahoaM  ve^ 
properly  appear  in  the  daily,  bnt  aboold  net 
be  transferred  to  the  ^parto  editioa.  For 
instance,  petitbus  and  bills  for  tltn  eetab^^ 
ment  of  post  roads^  whtcA  in  tka  HooMSfe 
presented  under  the  mle,  with  all  aimilar  mai^ 
ter  poeeenfced  in  the  SeadUa^  occupy  probaWy 
two  hundred  pager  of  the  quarto  aditioa, 
whttdit  ^<^  mulUpHed  by  the  onmbar  of 


copies  published)  makv  2,440,000  peCM* 
amonntnig,  at  twa  nrilla  per  |Migay  to  $m86l 
Nawt  it  nsayba  well  eooogbyit  weeootin^ths 
publication  of  the  Giobev  to  hava  Aa  daily 
mention  the  fiust  that  these  petitions  weta  pre- 
sented aa4  referred  to  their  appcopruia  oe»- 
nntteeS)  beoanss'  by  sendiiv  tlia  petkioaer  a 
oopy  of  the  p^er  wa  inform  him  tut  wa  have 
dbchwrged  oor  duty  in  thia  ragardv  aad  ase 
thus  sarred  tha  trouble  of  writing  hiaa  a  kUcr, 
But  can  we  on  the  groond  of  icoogntstag  sad 
upholdtag  the  right  of  patitiont  which  ever; 
Amenoao  regards  as  sacred,  jaatafy  oaraelvts 
be^EM^  oar  consutneotv  for  an  oacpandkareof 
nearly  $5,000  »  Congress  to  preaerve  this  un- 
less matter? 

You  say  the  petitions  ara  the  people*!.  1 
answer,  the  money  isthe  peopla'a,  drawn  fr^ 
them  l^  taxation,  and  Uiey  will  not  ^frove 
of  its  expenditure  upon  a  flimi^  pr^ext  thst 
has  in  it  dot  tha  shadow  of  aenae  or  logic 
The  petitioner's  memorial  is  raoeivad  byi&a- 

?:reeBy  refezved  to  a  oommittee,  wliera  it  is  eiie> 
iiily  preserved  ;  the  Jonmal  oif  tbo  eonmittes 
records  the  date  of  its  reception,  the  sabjee- 
matter  to  which  it  refers^  ano  the  fioai  acbea 
in  regard  to  it ;  when  reported  back,  tibe  Globs 
indicates  th«l  the  prayer  of  tbo  petittoaer  ii 
either  granted  or  rsfosed.  What  more  en 
the  saored  right  of  petition  re^re  ?  Certaialy 
nothing  tetter.  The  more  impaxtattt  petiiiofri 
and  memonids  are  now  anntedi  a4  length  ia 
the  body  of  theOlobs^  will  not  the  merestate- 
ment  of  the  fact  in  the  daily  that  tlw  others 
are  reeeifved  and  referred  be  8i^M»eBtT 

There  is  another  consideration  that  may  veiy 
properly  be  urgpsd  in  iavor  of  thit  reductioo. 
Off  omittina  tarn  and  other  unimpestaot  mat- 
ter from  the  ^puuio  we  not  oalj  render  the 
volumes  more  convenient  in  size,  bnt  we  lessni 
the  cost  of  them  to  the  people.  1  do  not  know 
that  aoT  one  ever  bnyv  the  Congreamooal 
Glohe«  but  at  a  reduced  price  some  ought 
even  aesire  to  purchase  it.  It  fill»apn  libmiy 
very  w^,  aad  to  a  man  who  doea  not  nadrr- 
stand  that  it  i»  never  referred  to  it  looks  like 
business)  and  may  help  to  ^ve  n  lepoution 
for  industry  and  learakiff  whooh  can  he  tamed 
to  good  aeooont.  By  reanciag  the  index^  omit- 
ting the  publication  of  the  \wmt^  and  lettviiv 
the  oolonms  of  the  daily  GHoba  occopied  b^ 
unimportant  pelitione  out  of  the  quarto  edi- 
tion, we  ought  to*  reduce  the  ooct  of  the  Olobe 
over  $72)000^  and  at  the  same  time  render  it 
moroconvecwnt  and  valuable. 

There  is  much  other  nmtter  enttraly  woith- 
lessy  and  mnoh  which  can  be  of  bnt  httla  pea> 
sible  value  to  any  one,  that  might  very  propstly 
be  left  out  of  the  quarto,  but  as  the  oaiiwioa 
of  ty»  would  toacm  to  someextmit  upon  what 
are  called  the  debates,  I  preanme  Cetigresi 
will  insist  upon  itstpieeetiatioii.  I  ter,  there- 
forC)  that  the  only  outterial  redamieo  of  ex- 
penditure we  are  likely  to  make  has  heca 
already  suggested^  Ten  dollars  aad  thirty 
cents  per  cdlumn  is  as  low,  prabablyy  aa  tM 
proceedings  oan  be-  published  in  the  Beiiy 
ulobe.  Thisy  to  one  not  ac^naittted  wi^  the 
peculiar  dtfficul^es  under  which  the  petbliahefs 
labor^  nmy  seem  an  extravagant  aaaertion,  for 
it  is  well  known  that  ordioarity  the  ooet  of  pat- 
ting matter  of  the  same  length  of  the  Globe 
column,  in  brevier  type,  is  ^  68|  nonpartil, 
$4  6d,  and  for  tabular  work  donhle  sates. 
Bat  these  imteafor  ordinary  work  afford  ns  ao 
idea  of  the  cost  of  producing  tha  Daily  Giobsi 
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Id  UiefiiBt  place,  the  publiabera  are  required 
to  employ  the  best  corps  of  reporters  in  the 
verld.  These  reporievs  matt  not  onl  j  be  able, 
amid  the  confusion  which  so  often  preTsils 
here,  to  catch  every  word  addressed  to  Uie 
House,  bat  they  most  dress  it  into  shape,  pre- 
serriag  at  the  same  time,  so  fiur  as  possiblct 
the  precise  lani^age  and  argnment  of  the 
speaker.  We  tumble  into  their  ears  ofteatimes 
a  Buddy  stream,  which  filiers  through  their 
braios  and  drips  from  their  finj^er-tips  ^ear 
and  bright  It  often  sonnds  horribly,  but  they 
make  it  read  tolerably  well.  Some  of  us  are 
wanting  in  respect  for  the  king's  English ;  they 
are  not.  Oar  eloquenae  and  cogic  aire  tdten  too 
icresistible  lor  gnaoimatical  restoaints;  they 
carefully  gather  the  words  and  mansbal  them 
in  proper  lines.  Oar  inpetnosity  sometimes 
shoots  over  tbe  idea  and  leaiPee  us  in  a  laby- 
rinth of  words;  Iheydear  away  the  redottdaat 
rhetoric  and  carefully  captore  the  idea,  and 
put  it  in  its  proper  place.  It  often  reauifes 
qoite  an  effort  even  for  them  to  chase  it  aown, 
and  sometimes  they  find  the  alarm  was  false, 
and  that  there  was  no  sde*  after  *U ;  but  tkniy 
do  their  best.  Occasionally  we  get  aptmd  roar 
for  an  hour  sA  t^e  top  of  our  Toices,  and  would 
kave  no  lisleners  were  it  not  that  these  patient 
and  loog-su!ff(Bring  men  are  paid  for  listening. 
Onoe  iota  km^  while  we  jump  to  oar  feet,  wiifd 
with  indignation  over  some  reflection  raaide 
upon  tbe  section  of  coontry  we  have  the  hoaor 
in  part  to  represent,  and  throw  up  euch  a  tor- 
rent of  mad  as  miglkt  eclipse  the  worst  geyser 
on  tbe  Yellowstoae.  Others  may  escape  to  the 
cloak-room  and  console  themselTes  with  a 
cigar  until  the  danger  is  past,  or  fly  across  the 
avenue  and  Mvive  their  spirits  with  a  gkas  of 
Bonrbon ;  hot  these  gentlemen  must  stay  and 
take  it ;  there  is  no  escape  lor  them.  They 
guardj  mMtaiu,  and  uphold  the  digaity  of  the 
American  Congress.  They  are  wt^  paid,  I 
hopt;,  and  should  be.  They  get  $4  50  per 
column  for  all  matter  which  goes  into  the 
Gk>be,  including  speeches  written  out  and 
read,  extracts  from  reports,  books,  and  news- 
papers read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  matter  that 
very  often  they  never  see.  For  everything,  in 
fact,  whi(^  serves  to  make  up  or  enter  into 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  they  are  paid  by 
the  publishers  $4  60  per  column,  and  at  the 
end  of  every  session  we  manifest  our  appre- 
ciation of  their  services  and  our  gratitude  by 
voting  them  additional  compensation.  This 
extra  compensation  for  the  years  1669  and 
1870  amounted  to  $26,482  56.  Congress  has 
voted  to  the  Globe  reporters  daring  the  last 
sixteen  years,  in  the  way  of  extra  compensa- 
tion, $176,986  89.  This  amount  we  unjustly 
charge  up  to  the  Qlobe  in  estimating  its  cost, 
but  we  might  with  the  same  propriety  vote 
extra  compensation  to  the  compositors,  proof- 
readers, and  foreman  in  the  Oiobe  office,  and 
charge  that  up  also. 

I  append  a  statement,  showing  in  detail  the 
amount  paid  as  additional  compensation  to 
reporters  of  the  Congressional  Globe : 

1855 «.  $13,100  08 

1857 ^     4.000  00 

1858.....-^ ^ « ..-     4,000  00 

1850 « «  15,600  00 

I860 -    7.200  to 

IB&k «. 7.200  00 

1862. -  10.400  00 

1863 «„ 4,000  00 

1864 7,000  00 

i»55 „ iooooo 

1867 „  17,803  91 

1868 « 25.58181 

1869 «  12,985  08 

lATfl  1^  K'Xi  f^ 

1871 „ 12.957  08 


Totrf - 1176.986  89 


The  daily  sessions  of  Congress  commence  at 
twelye  o'clock,  and  about  one  the  matter  be- 
gins to  pour  into  the  GHobe  office.  The  session 
may  end  in  an  hour ;  in  that  event  one  or  two 
coajpositors  eoald  put  the  proceedings  in  type. 
Or  it  mi^  run  until  midnight  and  require  the 
services  of  fiily  compositors.    The  force  of 


proof-readers,  ^MeoMn,  and  compeeitMs  SMttt 
(under  tbe  old  oontnM^)  always  be  enfteient 
to  dispose  of  fifty  columns  of  matter,  if  there 
be  that  «iuch.  beibre  breakiast  tbe  next  mom* 
ing ;  and  if  taere  be  but  an  hour's  work  for 
one  man,  the  force  must  still  remain  the  same. 
The  oontmctor  cannot  diechaitge  and  take  on 
force  oit  «ny  hour.  Like  a  general  in  tbe  field, 
he  must  have  his  troops  in  readiness  to  move 
at  any  moment.  To-day  a  few  men  on  the 
picket  Mn«  may  answer  erery  poprpose,  but 
to-morrow  the  advancing  colamns  of  the  enemy 
may  render  tbe  whole  force  barely  aaffieieat 
for  tbe  neeeesities  oftfae  hour,  xhis  force  must 
all  be  retained,  therefore,  and  paid  the  same 
rate  per  diem  wheiher  idle  or  busy.  Fifey 
columns  of  natter  nay  any  day  pour  into  the 
Globe  office  between  one  o'clock  p.  m.  and 
midnight,  which  muotbe  put  in  type,  corrected, 
print€«l,  folded,  and  delivered  to  the  earliest 
momiiy  .maiil.  We  ^an  readily  understand 
ftiiat  this  oaaaot  be  done  as  cheaply  per  col- 
unn  -OS  ordiaasy  week,  leeeivod  ia  tbe  ordin* 
ary  way,  and  affording  stea  dy  employment, 
at  regular  woriiing  lionrs. 

Anolber  ken  uich  renders  Ibis  work  ex- 
oeiHioaal  ahoald  afeo  be  considerad.  Many  of 
the  speechiSMW  revised  after  ihegr  have  been 
ptttintype.  Messei^seos  cany  the  proof-slips 
to«ll'pasts  of  the  city,  between  Btoe  o'clock 
at  ntgat  And  foar  o'clock  in  the  morniog,  to 
give  Ube  authoBS  an  opfMrluoity  to  ma^e  cor- 
rectaaas.  Aiaoe  the  ^p^ches  were  delivered 
the  notboos-have  had  time  to  oool  down,  and 
nan|r  Moteooes  altered  in  the  heat  of  debate 
ceqoMre  pruning,  4>r  possibly  ooDoe  additions  to 
reader  tibem  penectW  iol^igible.  Sentences 
ase  therefore  vemodeMd,  pasngraph  after  para- 
gMph  m\ker  atrioken  oat  or  added,  and  it 
afltfielMses  occoos  that  men  aeiake  oue  speech 
and  print  another,  so  that  it  very  often  bappens 
that  theoiteratiaas  are  oo  great  that  it  is  less 
trouble  for  the  Aonoositor  to  reset  tbe  entire 
speech  than  to  maJke  tbe  corrections.  Even 
aiier  the  asaUer  ins  been  transforred  to  the 
quarto  form  and  been  ateoeotyped  corpections 
have  been  permitted  which  re^juired  the  Teset- 
tiag  of  type  that  lud  been  distributed,  and  tbe 
restereotvping  of  whela  pages  to  replace  those 
dMtroyea.  No  ordinary  rules,  therefore,  or 
ordinary  as^rienee,  can  reach  tbe  precise 
rate  per  ccdamn  which  will  cover  the  cost  of 
this  work. 

Again,  the  publtsbecs  of  the  Globe  are  com- 
pelled to  empk>y  the  best  proof-readers  that 
can  be  obtained.  These  reMers  of  proof  must 
be  able  to  follow  tbe  atgament  or  thought  of 
a  speech  as  well  as  the  nere  letter;  thagr  muet 
see  that  tbe  sense  is  not  outrred  by  tha  omis- 
sion of  a  period,  coomia,  or  semicoloa,  and  this 
must  be  done  lateat  night,  and  with  geeat  rapid- 
ity, for  time  will  not  vrait  on  oMM^h  reflection 
or  reference.  Before  tbe  city  is  thoroughly 
awake  in  tba  naming  the  Globe  nust  be  ready 
for  distfibation,  and  must  be  typographically 
as  perfoot  as  under  tbe  cjicumataacas  it  can 
possibly  be  made.  In  view  af  all  this  Ian 
satisfied  that  the  iwioe  paid  for  the  Daily  Oiobe 
has  been  low  anoogh,  paasiblv  lower  than  the 
work  was  actually  worthy  and  in  this  conclu- 
sion I  an  sustained  by  praotical  printers  who 
have  bad  considerable  experience,  and  who 
have  had  no  interest  in  the  natter,  <»ther  t^n 
a  desire  to  seaeh  an  hoaest  ooncksion  after  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  sobject. 

The  pnMQt  which  Bivet  &  Bailev-have  made 
out  of  their  oootBaet  they  obtained  from  print- 
ing the  %aarto  edition.  The  oontract  of  1800, 
as  i  hava  before  stated,  gave  them  two  mills 
per  page  for  tranoferriag  the  matter  from  the 
daily  to  the  quarto.  This  work  could  be  done 
leisurely,  and  the  force  needed  for  it  could  find 
steady  e  mployment  at  regular  lumrs.  The  mat- 
ter already  in  type  was  taken  fton  tbe  daily, 
put  in  quarto  form,  and  stereotyped.  There- 
after copies  of  the  quaito  edition  oeald  be 
multiplied  to  any  extent,  for  a  price  which 
woula  cover  the  cost  of  press-worir,  paper, 
ink,  and  a  small  allowance  for  wastage,  tuel, 


la^ts,  and  repaivs  to  •maebtnery.  White  two 
mils  per  page  eeaand  a  snail  son,  it  anoanted 
in  tbe  aggregate  (o  a  vory  hwge  ane.  Twelve 
thousand  three  inadred  and  niaety-aoe  cepies 
of  the  quarto  edition  < eighty  for  <eaob  denator, 
twenty-four  for  «ach  member,  and  one  hundred 
for  tba  Library)  oMde  Ua,790,666  Mges,  and 
amounted  to  $S17,tf8  78.  The  aotoal  cost  of 
doing  this  work,  making  all  proper  alk>wanoes 
for  capital  invested,  wear  of  type  and  machin- 
es, rents,  Ac.,  wiUaot  exceed  one  and  a  half 
mills  per  page. 

The  profit  of  the  publiriiers  on  the  quarto 
Globe  furnished  to  the  forty- First  Cougress 
amounted  probably  to  $79,889  08,  and  tbeir 
net  profit  for  the  two  years  on  the  entire  work, 
indudiivi:  the  Dailv  as  well  as  the  Congres- 
sional Giobe,  oould  not  howa  been  less  than 
$65,<KK>.  Is  this  too  much?  I  leave  gentle- 
men to  answer  the  question  for  themselves, 
aad  beg  that  they  will  not  conclude,  from  any 
tfhinf  I  have  said,  that  I  believe  Rives  A  bailey 
received  more  than  they  were  fairiy  entitled  to 
for  doing  the  work.  All  naet  confoss  that  it 
was  most  admirably  done,  and  I  doubt  whether 
anybody  else  in  the  world  could  do  it  so  well. 
But  what  I  mean  to  assert  is  that  the  cost  of 
the  work  we  authorized  them  to  do  and  paid 
them  for  doing  is  infinitely  greater  than  any 
benefit  which  it  will  ever  confer  npon  the 
country. 

Speech-making  is  one  of  the  e&peasire  lux- 
uries of  our  oivilisatioo.  If  our  constituents 
realized  that  each  ten-column  speech,  which 
few  of  them  have  the  perseverauoe  to  read, 
ooet  tbe  (Qovernnent  $1,884,  there  would  be 
a  jrreater  demand  for  silent  men  in  the  future 
than  there  bas  been  in  the  past,  and  the  dif- 
ference which  tbe  intelligent  reader  woold  Tory 
readily  strike  between  what  the  speecli  actu- 
allr^  cost  the  country  and  its  real  value  would 
nemherbe  satisfactory  to  himself,  if  atax-payer, 
nor  complimentaty  to  the  orator. 

There  have  been  men  in  other  Congresses, 
not  any,  of  course,  in  this,  who,  prompted  pos* 
sibly  by  a  fondness  for  display,  or  a  desire  to 
refresh  the  memories  of  others  in  respect  to 
well-known  facts,  or  to  render  themselves  com- 
fortable by  permitting  an  old  idea  to  be  bom 
again,  have  cost  the  Govemmeot  $60,000  a 
Congress,  and  received  only  $6,000  a  year  for 
their  prod^ious  outlay  of  muscle  and  wind. 
Con  it  be  doubled  that  repttblieaare  ungrateful  ? 
These  statesmen,  instead  of  being  sent  to 
Congress  on  such  a  miserable  pittaii^  peran- 
nun,  to  wear  themsdves  ont  by  the  stram  upon 
their  physical  system,  consequent  upon  their 
frequent  deliveries,  should  have  been  provided 
with  comfortable  quarters  at  a  respectable 
State  institution,  where,  in  thehr  suoremest 
eSortSy  they  mi^t  have  been  relievea  some- 
what by  a  judicious  aad  timely  application  of 
the  8tniit-jocket. 

The  proposition  submitted  by  Rives  A  Bailey 
for  cotttiattiog  the  poblioattoa  of  Uie  Globe 
asks  $10  80  per  eolamn  for  plain  matter,  two 
and  a  half  times  that  amount  for  indexes  and 
tabular  woric,  and  two  mills  per  page  for  trans- 
ferring the  eame  to  the  quarto  edition.  This 
is  an  increase.  Under  the  old  contract  we 
paid  $10  80  per  oalnnm  for  all  matter,  but  tbe 
old  ))lan  of  daplicating  the  indexes  being  dis- 
continued, will,  even  at  the  increased  rates  per 
eolonn  demanded  by  Bires  A  Bailey,  enaole 
us  to  print,  according  to  their  estimate,  the 
same  number  of  pages  of  debates  during  the 
present  Congress  that  were  printed  during  the 
last  for  $18,000  less  than  we  then  paid. 

In  justice  to  Rives  A  Bailey  we  should,  as 
soon  as  possible,  pro^de  for  cootinuing  the 
Globe  or  determine  to  discontinue  it.  Ii  per- 
mitted bv  the  Committee  on  Printing,  I  wall 
at  an  early  day  test  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
this  subject  bv  offering  a  resolution  to  discon- 
tinue the  Globe  on  ana  after  the  4th  of  March 
next.  Should  that  resolotion  be  voted  down 
I  shall,  if  permitted,  present  a  resolution  sim- 
ilar to  that  adopted  in  1869,  authorizing  the 
joint  Committee  on  Printing  to  contract  witk 
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'  iog  out  to  ttiem  how  tlwj  eonld  sacMcd  in 
oppotitioo  to  tbs  .life-toDg  polic;  of  Horace 
Greeley.  I  tbiok  that  vai  kd  unfortniiBte  let- 
ter for  him  to  write;  and  if  General  Grant 
conld  be  betm^ed  into  writing  such  letters, 
onrfrienda  on  the  other  side  would  have  a  ^d- 
gend  on  which  to  go  into  the  contest  in  the 
coming  fall. 

But  there  is  another  letter  that  has  been 
written,  and  but  for  that  letter  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  saT  what  might  bare  been  the  re«alt 
of  the  political  campaign  of  1B68-,  at  all  events 
the  catiTaBS  woald  have  been  a  little  closet  than 
it  was.  The  Democrac?  in  1868  took  as  their 
standard  besrefB  Mr.  Seymoor  for  President 
and  Praxcir  P.  BiAirt  as  Vice  President,  the 
latter  of  vbom  was  the  aatbor  of  the  letter 
from  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  an  extract. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 
'"  Thtre  i(  hot  ons  w«r  to  rwtore  the  OoTemment 
BBd  the  Conititatiai).  and  thM  i«  for  the  Preridant- 
•l«ot  to  declara  lh««  ut  Dull  and  raid,  Mmpal  tba 
AriBT  ID  undo  lU  luarpatiDaa  lU  Iho  Saatb.  diiiiwM 
tba  oarpel-boc  Stili  fovcrnmenU.  allow  the  nhitc 
pBopla  to  reorcuilie  tbeir  own  sortrnmanu,  and 
•iMtScnaMnand  BapraaantatiTaa.  ThaHouiaor 
BapraaaDtUivunill  gonuia  a  atijoiit]'  ot  Damo- 
i:raU  from  tba  Korlb.  nod  Ibey  will  admit  Iha  Ttao- 
mmtatiTnalntadbrthawbiteiMoplaaf  tbeSoath; 
md  with  thB  aotiiwrMion  or  tha  Prendaot.  it  will 
not  b«  diSonlt  to  eompal  tha  Seaat*  to  lobinit  once 
more  lo  tha  obliealioni  of  tha  Con.Iilntlon.  It  will 
not  ha  abia  ts  wflbotand  the  pabllojadimenl.  If  dii- 
tinetlrinvokadandslearlraiprtaudaDlhiifanda- 
Dienlal  Inoai  aod  it  it  the  nue  wair  lo  aToid  all 
future  itrlftCopattha  iaue  plaiatrlo  the  country. " 

Mr.  WAKEUAN.  White  the  Detoocrac; 
placed  Governor  3eymoaroo  tbeir  ticket  upon 
a  platform  upparenliy  lo/al,  they  uotnlnated 
Qeneral  B1.AIB  for  Vice  President  in  aonw- 
quence  of  having  written  that  letter,  and  tile 
leanli  ie  known  to  the  country.  Now,  if  Gen- 
eral Grant  could  be  betrayed  into  writing  eucb 
a  letter  be  that,  or  some  other  letter,  or  making 
some  speech,  or  drawioff  some  resolution,  our 
friauds  on  the  other  aide  would  have  some 
prospect  of  success,  which  thej  have  not  now ; 
and  the  very  fact  ibat  General  Grant  does  not 
do  so  Bhowa  bim  to  be  a  candidate  who  has 
Btre  ngth,  aa  tbsy  will  acknowledge  some  day. 

Ur.  NI6LACK.  I  have  a  littfe  cudositv  to 
know  what  the  genllemiui  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Waiemak]  thinks  of  the  recent  letter 
of  President  Grant  indorsing  ei-CoUectOc 
Mnwpby  when  be  accepted  his  resignation? 

Ur.  WAKEHAN.  If  the  genlleman  will 
pTo«]uoe  that  letter  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  read  it. 

Ut.  NIBLACK,  I  suppose  tbe  gentleman 
baa  read  it. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN.  1  have  read  it ;  and  I  may 
come  to  that  question  before  1  get  throagh. 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  connected  with  the  history  of 
that  party  that  is  now  seeking  to  supplant 
General  Grant  and  the  KepublicaQ  party^  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  second  resolution 
of  the  platform  of  that  party  in  186J. 

The  Clerk  road  as  follows: 

"  lUioUtd.  That  this  aanTBDtion  dtng  explldtti 
deolu'a.  u  (he  teDea  of  the  Amarloui  people,  that 
nfUr  ronr  years  of  fuilare  to  reelora  tha  Union  by 
tba  ezDeriment  orwBr.dnriDawhiab.uDdarliiepra- 
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—a  tJouiituliVa  iUeirbat 

inevarr  part,  and  pablio  libartjt 

Hut  pniperitj  of  the  lonnUT  enantiallv  impaired, 
JualiBe,  hnmanit)',  libartr,  and  the  public  welfare 
demand  that  immediata  eSorla  be  made  for  ■  oeua- 
lion  of  hoatilitiea,  with  a  view  lo  an  nidnat*  oon- 
venUon  of  the  StalM,  or  other  paaoeabla  means,  to 
the  end  that  at  the  eariiait  praotioabla  momaat 

Ktaea  mar  be  restored  on  the  baiii  of  tba  Federal 
DionoftheSUtes." 

Mr,  WAKEHAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  while  the 
eyes  of  the  nation  were  turned  in  the  direction 
of  tbe  Amy  of  the  Repnblic,  a  great  party  met 
in  convention  aod  adopted  the  resolution  jost 
read  as  a  part  of  the  platform  on  which  they 
proposed  to  ffo  to  the  conntiy.  If  they  had 
not  adopted  that  nowise  resolution,  thongh  I 
do  not  say  they  would  have  succeeded,  they 
would  in  my  judgement  have  obtained  n  great 
many  more  voles  that)  they  did.  Sir,  before  (ho 
Rentlemen  who  oompoeed  (hat  convention  had 
nirly  got  ta  tbeir  homes,  imi>ortant  victories 
vere  won  by  oar  generals  in  the  field.    Froni 


the  cannon's  month  the  answer  was  given  to 
that  resoluljon.  Victory  followed 'victory  until 
the  surrender  at  Appomattox  Court-House. 

Now,  sir,  if  onr  Anends  on  the  other  side 
had  not  vrritten  any  letters,  had  not  passed 
any  resolutions,  had  not  made  any  speeches, 
they  woald,  I  apprehend,  have  been  mnch 
stronger  than  they  were  in  tbe  two  canvnssea 
to  which  I  have  referred. 

I  might  refer,  Hr.  Speaker,  to  another  cele- 
brated instance  of  a  man,  perhaps  the  first  in 
this  nation,  (he  great  Daniel  Webster  himself. 
When  he  made  his  nieeeh  of  7th  of  March, 
1S60,  he  gave  the  dealh-blow  to  any  aspimlion 
he  may  have  entertained  of  reaching  the  Pres- 
idency of  (be  United  Slates.  There  was  after 
that  no  hope  he  would  accomplish  the  object 
of  his  ambrtion:  I  do  not  say  he  would  have 
been  President  if  bo  had  not  made  that  speech, 
but  I  do  t»,t  that  when  he  undertook  to 
defend  the  fugitive  slave  taw  in  \B50,  and 
proclaimed  himself  in  favor  of  the  compro- 
mise meftsnre,  so  called  at  that  time,  he  gave 
ap  whatever  chance  be  may  bare  had  for 
securing  tbe  Presidencv. 

It  was  proclaimed  by  our  friends  on  the 
otiier  side  that  past  issues  were  to  he  buried. 
They  said,  "Lei  the  dead  bi)ry  the  dead  ;" 
that  ''the  issues  of  the  war  have  been  disposed 
of,  and  now  let  as  get  at  something  else.''  It 
wonld  have  been  wise  for  ibem  bad  they  cur- 
ried oat  that  policy.  Bat  what  has  been  their 
history?  All  the  way  throngh,  ever  since  the 
war,  whenever  an  opportunity  was  nfforded  (o 
them  to  place  themselves  upon  the  record, 
Ifaey  kept  right  along  with  tbe  same  old  policy 
they  pursued  during  the  war.  When  the  war 
broke  out  it  is  not  snrprising  onr  friends  on 
the  other  side  were  embarrassed,  because  all 
of  the  States  in  the  South  which  went  into 
rebellion  were  Democratic  States,  It  is  not 
■urprining,  therefore,  that  onr  friends  on  the 
other  side  were  embarrassed  as  to  what  policy 
they  should  pnrsue.'  When  secession  and 
rebellion  ended  in  open  war,  the  Democratic 
party  of  Ihe  North  began  to  took  at  its  own 
position  at  home.  The  resnlt  was  that  they 
were  placed  in  a  position  from  which  I  appre- 
hend they  can  never  rise  again,  because  the 
record  of  their  sympathy  with  Ibose  who 
fbnght  against  tbe  Gavemiiient  is  too  plaioly 
written  npon  our  political  history  ever  (o  be 
forgotten. 

Of  course  they  have  said  "  We  will  bary  the 
past,"  Now^  let  ns  nee  whether  they  have  done 
any  sucb  thing.  Howbavetbej  done  itT  I 
know  that  a"  newdepartare"  was  proclaimed 
t>y  Ihem  during  the  last  winter  or  spring,  in 
which,  however,  the  party  did  not  agree  at 
all.  Ever  since  then,  whenever  they  have 
bad  a  chance  lo  place  them  upon  the  record 
in  reference  to  the  late  war,  what  buve  they 
done?  I  need  only  refer  to  the  resolation 
offered  by  Mr.  WnaoH,  of  Indiana,  about  the 
ISth  of  March  last,  in  reference  to  the  action 
of  tbe  Indiana  senate,  \n  which  he  proposed 
that  the  thirteenth,  fonrteenth,  and  fifteenth 
amendments  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  should  be  considered  as  a  "finnlity." 
This  was  after  ibe  celebraled  Valkcdigbam 
new  departure.  The  yeas  and  nars  being 
called  npon  tlic  resolution,  every  Oemocrat 
present  and  voting  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tiou  to  make  those  amendments  oflhe  Cousti- 
Intion  a  "finality."  If  onr  friends  on  ihe 
other  side  are  disposed  to  let  the  dead  bury  the 
dead,  and  to  let  the  past  be  forgotten,  why 
then  did  they  pat  themaelves  upon  the  record 

yinst  the  new  departure  proclaimed  by  some 
their  leaders?    It  is  because  they  cannot 
fbrget  tbeir  record  during  tbe  war,  for  i[  is  a 
part  and  parcel  of  the  history  of  their  party. 
Later  in  (be  history  of  the  first 


rages  bad  been  committed  in  the  Scath.  A 
committee  was  ordered,  but  before  it  could  be 
tent  to  the  field  of  its  duties  the  famous  Ka 
Klux  hill  was  broDght  into  the  House,     Who 


does  not  recollect  tbe  histoiy  of  legislation  In 
reference  to  that  bill?  Who  does  not  recol- 
lect the  able  debate  upon  that  bill?  Who  does 
not  recollect  that  the  best  talent  of  the  Deno- 
rmtic  side  of  the  House  was  brought  forward 
against  it?  They  did  not  take  ground  in  favor 
of  these  outrages.  They  are  as  kindly  a*  any- 
body else.  Thpy  have  bearls  aa  sympathetic 
as  other  men.  They,  however,  denied  tbe 
existence  of  these  outn^ee.  They  proclaimed 
the  Bepnblicsns  were  getting  up  something  by 
which  they  might  be  enabled  to  send  Ihe  mili- 
tary into  the  Sonih  to  control  (he  elections 
of  1872,  They  denied  tbe  existence  of  tbe 
outrages.  Wo  passed  the  bill,  however,  and 
during  the  discussion  they  warned  ns  thut  who- 
ever voted  for  the  bill,  unconstitutional  as  it 
was,  would  never  bs  again  returned  to  Con- 
gresn,  and  that  "  tha  places  which  knew  them 
would  know  them  no  more  forever."  Yet  the 
Republican  party  adhered  to  what  it  deemed 
to  be  its  duty  to  the  country,  and  the  bill 
became  a  iaw.  What  has  been  the  result?  Is 
any  one  now  prepared  to  state  that  no  outrages 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  South,  that  there 
was  nothing  to  investigate,  that  no  law  was 
required  at  our  hands?  I  think  not.  Kight 
here,  as  a  part  of  tbe  history  of  this  transaction, 
1  ask  tbe  Clerk  to  read  an  extract  which  I 
send  lo  bim. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


IrBniBc'tinne  of  "ibis  world,  f  liit  i"t'wi!i'aii»p'e»k  M 
to  make  them  pentlent,  and  that  tniatia|  tn  lta«  dis- 
peDBatloaa  of  Ueavan,  whose  JosUce  isdttpesisd 
with  merer,  wbea  tfaey  lasll  ba  brooiht  before  the 
bar  of  their  grant  (rlhanil.  ao  to  speA,  that  iaeom- 
preheiuible  (ribnnal,  there  will  bofoand  ia  Ihefaet 

■roaails  upon  whiah 
-V  H™.  Itrvtrdi/  Jnh, 

Mr.  WAKEHAN.  Those  are  not  the  words 
of  any  Radical,  not  the  words  of  any  "  Black 
Republican,"  but  the  words  of  Hon.  Heverdy 
Johnson  on  the  trial  of  Hilcbetl,  which  recently 
look  place  in  South  Carolina, 

In  the  game  connection  let  me  read  nn 
extract  from  tbe  speech  of  a  genlleman  011  tbe 
other  side  who  stands  high  in  the  Democratic 
parly: 

"  Perbspi  there  aregentlemeu  on  ibe  oppoaile  aide 

-'  "-'-Chamber  who  eipeotta  -'--■ >- 

from  ibo  TKient  ioTealii 

inr,s 

hnre  made  my  blood  b< 
beard  tbeir  resital." 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  fMr.  Voob- 
HEEB,]  I  believe,  stands  high  in  bia  party,  and 
will  be  considered  good  aothorityon  that  sub- 
ject. Now,  1  submit  whether  or  not  tbe  his- 
tory of  the  last  ibree  or  four  months  since  the 
close  of  ibe  last  session  has  not  vindicated  Ihe 
Bepiiblican  innjority  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. And  if  any  still  deny  the  existence  of 
the  Ku  Klux  at  the  South,  let  them  pay  a  visit 
to  Albany,  where  a  delegation  has  recently 
arrived,  consisting,  T  believe,  of  some  sixteen 
of  the  convicted  criminals  sent  there  under 
sentence, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  the  Repub- 
lican party,  in  my  judgment,  in  1872  would  be  . 
a  unit  in  New  York.  But  I  may  be  met  here 
with  the  question,  "What  do  you  expect  of 
(be  Greeley  men  there,  the  men  who  read 
the  Tribune?"  I  will  tell  you  what  I  shall 
expect  of  them.    The  Greeley  men,  as  thej 


V 


dds 


fm  oommm^M^  ^aoifip. 
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are  c«lM»  ilift  m%u  wbo  read  ib&  TxibuDe^  [ 
aT0  sopa  of  ihfi  atroncest  Bepublicans  io 
Hew  York.  Tbey  have  learaed  ^om  Horace 
Qrealey  in  years  loQg  gooe  by  that  R^ab- 
licao  priDciplea  were  the  priaoiples  to  be  sus- 
tained bv  tbe  loyal  {teople  ot  the  country, 
and  while  they  have  been  readers  of  the 
Tribune,  the  very  ftuot  that  ihey  have  read  that 
paper  has  so  fixed  them  in  their  Repablicanism 
as  that  no  one  man  can  turn  them  from  the 
path  of  duty.  The  men  who  have  read  the 
Tribune^-and  there  are  a  great  many  of  them 
in  the  Stale  of  New  York  who  have  read  it  all 
along,  year  after  year,  duriog  the  last  twenty 
yeara— are  the  last  men  that  will  go  over  and 
support  a  party  whose  record  stands  as  does 
that  of  our  opponents.  Or,  in  case  sir,  they 
should  abandon  their4>ld  time-honored  organ* 
ization  and  take  up  some  Bepubiican  and  put 
him  upon  the  tiack,  do  you  suppose  it  would 
make  any  difference  with  the  other  Repub- 
licans? I  ask  my  friends  on  this  side  oi  the 
House,  would  you  vote  for  a  Republican  who 
would  accept  a  Democratic  nomination  sooner 
than  you  would  for  Horatio  Seymour,  or  even 
Frank  $iair  himself?  Why  the  very  fact  that 
men  have  taught  us  correct  doctrines,  if  they 
should  themselves  turn  their  backs  upon  their 
doctrines,  I  apprehend  would  make  the  Re- 
publicans of  New  York  see  to  it  that  they  did 
not  get  quite  as  many  votes  as  they  would  have 
done  had  they  been  out-and-out  Democrats 
all  their  days. 

Then  again,  I  would  ask  our  friends  on  the 
other  side,  suppose  you  should  nominate  a 
Republican,  or  one  who  has  been  a  Repub* 
lioaii«--and  I  should  hardly  think  he  could  be 
called  a  Republican  who  should  accept  their 
nomination— in  that  case  do  you  suppose  you 
could  control  the  Democracy  ?  I  have  heard 
Democrats  say,  ^'If  our  organization  is  to  be 
abandoned  and  I  am  compelled  to  vote  for 
a  Republican,  give  me  General  Grant  of 
all  Republicans  that  I  know  of."  And  why? 
Because  they  remember  with  gratitude  his 
services  to  his  country. 

I  repeat  that  you  need  expect  no  real  trouble 
from  tbe  men  who  read  the  Tribune.    And  I 

Predict  right  here  that  the  morning  after  the 
^hiladelpnia convention,  when  General  Grant's 
name  shall  be  raised  to  the  mast-head  of  other 
papers,  that  that  morning  also  you  will  find 
bis  name  floating  atvthe  mast-head  of  the  Tri- 
bune. Mr.  Greeley  cannot  afford  to  turn  hia 
paper  oyer  to  the  Democracy  after  the  nom- 
ination is  made.  Sir,  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  I  may  say  of  this  Union, 
not  only  believe  that  General  Grant  has  ren- 
dered service  to  his  country  by  the  aid  he  gave 
in  subduieg  the  rebellion  and  preserving  this 
natioj)  intact,  but  they  believe  more.  They 
believe  that  he  has  been  a  wise  and  prudent 
President.  Everything  that  was  promised  from 
his  administration  has  been  fulfilled,  and  more 
too.  The  public  credit  haa  been  sustained, 
and  every  measure  that  was  proclaimed  as  tbe 
policy  of  the  Republican  party  has  exceeded 
the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  Repub- 
licans. And  while  they  remember  this,  ihey 
are  quite  satisfied  to  let  well  enough  alone. 
Tbev  are  quite  satisfied  to  take  him  as  their 
caoaidate  again  in  1872,  and  in  doing  so  they 
can  refer  to  the  history  of  the  last  three  years 
as  a  guarantee  of  what  msy  be  expected  in  the 
four  vears  tp  come. 

I  oesign  to  say  but  a  few  words  more  on  the 
subject  of  piyil  service  reform,  as  it  is  called. 
For  one.  I  am  ready  to  make  a  fair  trial  of  the 
new  rdorni,  but  I  confess  that  I  have  not  a 

fr^at  deal  of  confidence  in  it.  I  confess  that  I 
elievo  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  carry  out 
any  reform  in  the  manner  contemplated,  but 
I  aui  iwilUng  to  give  it  a  fair  trialt  and  if  it 
succeed,  very  well.  For  one,  if  I  were  to  occupy 
a  position  in  this  House  for  years  to  come, 
which  1  do  not  expect  to  do,  I  should  be  very 
willing  to  be  relieved  from  the  responsibility 
of  naming  candidates  for  offices  in  my  district. 
I  believe  that  if  we  should  pass  a  tenure- of- 


offioe  lull*  h^  iiJJMch  A  ^^  appointed  ^ 
should  be  pet-pitt^  to  serve  uie  term  for ' 
he  is  commissioneui  and  shoyld  uot  be  rei^ovt  _ 
axceptfor  cause,  it  woulu  relieve  «^  fnunag^ftt 
deal  of  difficulty;  but  lam  not  prepareid  to  aay 
that  the  opening  of  exauiinAtions  to  all  witjiin 
the  borders  of  the  Kep^bUc  as  cau^^(idatea  for 
office  is  exactly  tjlie  proper  plan. 

I  never  could  find  aiujc^h  fault  ivjth  W^^ll^a^ 
L.  Marcv  for  proclaipaing  that  **  tpt)^  vj^tors 
belong  the  spoils  of  tne  vanquished*  Toft 
has  been  the  doctrine  of  tjbie  country  dnce  jjl^jC 
days  of  Andrew  Jacksoui  an^  VMf^tJ^A  cetjiiML 
extent  be  the  doctrine  of  every  party.  \fp 
know  very  well  what  our  friends  on  t^  other 
side  of  the  House  would  do  if  they  came*  au^ 
power ;  and  who  would  blame  them  tor  ,^oi^ 
It?  If  we  open  the  civil  service  ;to  e^axninf- 
tion,  men  of  all  strijp^es  ana  hues  of  pairty  mur 
come  in  for  examination,  f^d,  perhM>8  pue^ 
aside  some  worn-out  soldier^  maioiea  in  Jbg^ 
country's  aervice.  If  this  # yst.ep(i  k  to  be  CfM^- 
ried  out,  our  Democratic  ir^enas  wul  have  ibe 
same  right  to  come  in  as  eny  one  else,  and 
place  themselves  on  record  for  ^xaminatioin ; 
and  suppose  they  shcuuld,  and  that  they  snoula 
happen  to  succeed  in  ^he  coming  contest — I 
hardly  think  they  believe  thev  will — what  con- 
dition will  they  be  in  ?  Whv,  if  they  ahopld 
find  all  the  Departments  filled  up  witn  rebels, 
or  rebel  sympathizers,  they  would  Jt>e  very 
much  embarrassed  indeed  to  .know  v;hat  to  do* 
I  do  not  desire  io  place  thejn  in  th^t  position ; 
I  do  not  think  th^  are  in  any  danger  of  being 
placed  in  it;  but  if  they  snoula  powe  in^ 
power  the^  ought  to  be  able  to  reiw  jt^e  he^ie^t 
of  their  victory  by  taming  out  Republicans 
and  putting  in  their  own  men. 

Then,  again,  if  some  Republican  or  ^Mdf  Re- 
publican, (I  do  not  know  whether  ^  keiU»rQ0 
would  be  at  the  head  or  the  foot  of  thetioaeity) 
what  would  he  find?  Why  he  would  find  mea 
around  these  Departments, ^n^e  of  them  one- 
armed  and  some  of  them  one-legged,  who  per- 
haps, if  required,  to  submit  to  an  exaoptinftpn, 
could  not  pass  it.  Their  early  education  might 
be  a  little  defective.  They  ip^t  be  able  to 
show  their  stumps;  they  mignt  make  goo4 
doorkeepers,  or  good  mesaeogecs,  and  per- 
form many  other  duties,  wnile  they  migb,t  not 
be  able  to  pass  a  competi^ve  ef^ination. 
Now,  A  Republican,  elected  by  Democrats,  if 
he  looked  back  to  his  past  history,  to  his  pfMit 
record  to  the  party  thatma^e  him  aU  t^t  ha  has 
been,  would  be  Aomewhat^troublea  what  to  do 
in  such  a  case.  I  helieve  there  would  ^e  great 
difficulty  in  all  this ;  yet  (at  us  try  the  system 
and  see  how  it  will  work.  I  do  notj  for  one, 
see  how  it  will  work  ;  in  the  case  of  postmasters, 
for  instance.  Why,  there  are  a  hundred  men  in 
my  village  who  could  pass  a  good  examina- 
tion for  postmaster,  and  perhaps  the  highest 
selected  might  have  the  neqe^ary  qualifioatigma 
to  keep  his  accounts  all  r^fit,  but  liis  teqipera- 
ment  might  be  such  that  tl^  people  of  the 
locality  would  not  desire  hipi  as  postmaster. 
The  people  of  the  locality  w;ant  some  one  w]io« 
if  thev  inquire  for  a  letter,  will  r^ly  go  ana 
look  for  it,  although  he  know;s  it  is  pot  there. 
He  must  be  a  good-natured  man.  I  confeai 
I  do  not  see  how  this  system  will  work,  but  if 
it  will  work,  let  us  give  it  a  fair  trial ;  and  in 
my  humble  judgment  it  will  be  substantially, 
and  to  a  great  extent,  a  failure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  occupied  more  time 
than  I  expected  to  do  when  1  acpse  au  these 
random  remarks  of  mine ;  and  out  forihe^ot 
that  mj  nam^e  has  been  connected  ^i|Ji  thje 
investigation  now  going  on  in  tbe  city  of  j^^ew 
York,  I  should  not  have  said  an;^thing ;  yet  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  place  nc^self  right  upon  tfia 
record  so  far  as  that  question  is  concerned. 

I  predict  now,  as  I  have  already  done,  that 
the  Republican  party  will  go  on  triumphantly 
as  it  has  done  in  the  past;  that  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  are  tbe  s^me  now  that 
they  have  been ;  that  they  are  as  dear  to  the 
Republicans  now  as  in  the  past«  I  claim  that 
the  Republican  party  has  not  fulfilled  yet  its 


jBB^i^p  i0m  fij[  ^Dpxtofmtd  aU  iu  dstieft. 
Xttejce  »iy  ^cextaiQ  other  meMarea  to  be  earned 
out ;  ana  allow  ipe  to  mention  qbq  right  here. 
I  wUl  ^y  iiiat  th»  sup^lemei&tal  civil  rights  hill 
0^  .$e«WB^  Snjiuutt  otucht  to  paaa  thia  fioose, 
to  paj»  «oon-  Wh^  we  nnderslMtd  thai 
such  ;a  mau  es  Frederick  Dooglaaa  ia  denied 
the  privileges  of  the  steamboat,  or  of  Uie  aXsfi^ 
iag-ear,  or  of  the  Pl^uuecs'  Hotel  of  St.  Loots 
ey^n,  then  it  is  timiSfWhen  we  cbum  equal 
rights  for  all  men,  that  we  ahould  look  to  it 
and  aee  that  they  all  have  their  legal  rigbta 

In  ^eakit^  of  rights  I  do  not  meftn  aocal 
rights.  Xhe  color^  men  in  thia  eoootxy  do 
not  .themselves  aakforjequal  aocial  oghta.  All 
tiMkt  they  ask  is  that  when  we  have  proelaiiaed 
that  they  are  equal  before  the  law,  when  we 
havemven  thevi  the  ballot  wiih  wiiich  to  pro- 
tect tbemselves,  they  alifjl  alao  he  protected  ia 
the  public  conveyances ;  for  they  are  oo  aon 
to  ^Iftnxe  for  being  black  than  othefa  Aceeotiued 
to  credit  for  b^og  while ;  far  they  have  tha 
same  Qod  for  theiir  Creator  that  we  have.  And 
vhen  misn  talk  about  social  eqoality  ^ad  aH 
th^,  letme  aav  to  them,  what  many  of  them  bow 
know  iuU  well,  that  this  haa  no  refereoce  what- 
ever to  that  question.  They  eak  it  not^  aoc  do 
I  ask  it  for  them. 

But  I  say  there  are  many  other  nieaaiires  for 
tts  lo  complete.  We  must  go  oo  »od  pay  off 
the  public  debt ;  we  must  bring  our  encrency 
np  to  a  gold  standard ;  we  oiaat  make  sa^ 
amendments  to  the  tariff  as  shall  be  neoetsary 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  Ooveraaent 
as  well  as  protecting  the  ipen  who  do  the  hihor 
of  this  country.  There  are  varioea  BteMnrei 
tluit  the  Republican  party  are  coonmined  to, 
and  whieh  J  trust  wiA  be  carried  ooi.  And  I 
believe  that  the  people  wiH  trust  them  to  cany 
out  those  measures. 

PtJ^ILIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  pUNNELL  next  addreaaed  the  Hoose 
in  relation  to  the  proper  disposition  to  be  ande 
of  the  public  lands.  His  xemacka  witt  be  pab- 
liahed  in  the  Appendix.  . 

,         NATIONAL  EDtrCATIOKAL  FtTXP.  ^ 

V^r.  WALLS.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  reuMcks 
|viU  DO  principally  directed  as  in  answer  to  tbe 
remadcs  made  by  the  gentlpgutn  firoxn  Georgia, 
[Mr.  MoI^xzB^,]  who  it  appears  waa  in  expo- 
sition to  thfi  bill  estublishiog  a  national  edica- 
tional  fuud  f  s  proposed  by  the  Cooimittee  on 
JBducation  and  Lapotr. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  in  his  eCfortia 
oppositipu  to  this  bill,  said  thitt  i%  wraa  ohkc- 
tionahle  because  it  ioterfeijed  with  State  rigats. 
I  quote  him : 

'VXha details  Af  Ui«  arifiaal  hill  are  oldeetleiiaM* 
and  ought  tQ  pe  olueotionable  to  every  aun  ^o 
feels  any  interest  in  in^  State  KOveniment.* 

He  then  proceeded  to  tell  ns  why  the  biQ  is 
objectionable.    I  again  quote  him  : 


the 


fff 


tti< 


titvti^n  of  the  United  States  the 


of 


Why  do  I  say  so  ?    Simply  from  the  ik«t  that  hy 
Gooitltuttonof  r     -  -     — 

^n  hare  bee 

I  which  tbejp 
the  CoDflToss  of  the  United  States  to  ezeraiee  have 


lejriBlation  hare  been  distribated.  How  diatriVitcdt 


All  thoB^  which  tbe  people  of  the  eoantry 


been  asicertalned  and  defloed  by  the  tenoe  of  the 
OoDstitatioti.  while  all  those  powers  whi^  tbe  peo- 
ple desired  sboald  be  prohibited  to  tbe  States  aare 
also  been  defined  and  set  forth  in  Uie  same  iBi>^- 
ment.  By  the  Oonstitution,  all  those  powers  wWeb 
have  not  been  delefated  to  the  Confreaa  of  the 
United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  themselvof.  Now^  sir,  sl&ee 
the  organization  of  the  Qeneral  Oovemniftit  wiicr 
Whi^  we  are  leg{slatib|r  to-d»y  n  has  always  besa 
ond^rstood  that  the  power  ofregutaGiurtbeeoaHBa 
schools  belonged  exclusively  to  tiie  Btatee';  aad  I 
am  oawUlina  that  Conaress  theoM  teke  ftoai  the 
Stkteshi^  of  theft  res«tved  ruhts.  Tbepmv&ioiis 
ofthe  pMidins  bill  seA  to  veil  the  enUre  eoa^dl  of 
this  fond  intkp  Osn«rilQov*mmentwitka*t  vepod 
to  i|i^iu  ofthe  xffH>eouvff  States." 

u  we  did  not  understand  those  .who  Imp  up 

this  greet  piamor  for  Sta^  rigbta,  we  asi^  bs 

eonsUaiued  to  believe  ae  ^e  |entlemaQ  mm 

Georgia,  that  no  one  had  any  mt^^at  ia  Atk 

respective  State  govemrapnu  bnt  those  fiho 

duly  w^rp  us  against  the  infriagenseata  nppa 

the  righUi  of  the  States.    Sut  yre  oedeffstaad 

them.     We  know  what  the  cr^  about  State 

rights  means,  and  more  aspectaUjr  w&es  «e 


1872. 


Tm  QONGmmmij^Gth^i^ 


6oe 


-  -  »»P1 

tuMttht 

llw  p«opl«. 

Jadging  foom  tha  pu^  I  nuut  cooftM  Ihat 
I  «n  somewbat  ■nspiciow  of  <nch  righta, 
koewii^,  M  I  do,  tb*t  tba  DeiDoeratio  pu^ 
in  OwKgift)  u  well  m  in  «U  of  the  oUaer  aoWh- 
em  8i>teti  hft*a  bean  oj^MMed  to  tke«daoeiioD 
of  (be  negro  jmd  poor  white  chUdEeii.  And 
I  qw,  without  dowg  that  part/  aar  wtoog, 
aafelr  ud  tralb&Uy  state  litat  the  DamocratM 
partf  toidayin  Oaocipa,  aa  vail  aa  in  FlocMb, 
aotoppoaad  to  the  adocatioo  of  all  elaaaaa. 
Wa  know  that  the  Demoocatio  parlruaed  to 
•igDe  that  to  edneata  the  na^  ma  to  setlun 
fcaa,  ftnd  that  to  depiiTS  hiia  of  all  4^  ad- 
witagea  neceiaiXT  to  enable  hin  to  aomim 
»n  nduoatiao  waa  to  perpetuate  hia  eoalare- 
meat.  Tbeii  acgnment  against  adncMiiigthe 
poor  whitea  vaa  Ukat  Ihe  ne^  more  xliwctlj 
aiwunii'H  with  the  poor  whttMthao  with  that 
^aai  who  oootrollea  the  deaUoiea  of  alairaij. 
Vhj,  lir,  10  fearfnl  were  ther  thM  th«  ntoro 
wwUd  become  edocated,  aitter  thmngh  nia 
owa  eSerta  or  bf  tbe  aid  of  eone  poor  wJiiia 
pMaon,th^eDaot«d  laws  pndubitii^himfnMa 
Dcing  Mocatad  eran  by  hia  om  jnaeler ;  sad 
if  a  poor  wbiU  penon  waa  aanjcht  teaching 
a  negro,  be  wu  wbipped,  or  in  aooie  State* 
8«rid  or  GonpcUed  to  leave  the  State;  and  if 
by  chance  a  oegto  did  learn  to  readt  luil  it 
una  band  o«t,  he  wu  whipped  eTery  time  h* 
waa  cnnght  with  a  book,  and  as  naoir  tiaifli 
taetKcen  aa  bis  master  pleaded.  Wa  must 
naesbar  that  this  attte  of  afiaiis  cxiebad  oa.\j 
kbont  six  jeara  ago,  and  this  baiag  the  eaas, 
is  it  ■ocensonabte  for  ne  to  samwaa  thai  tha 
XtamooEB^e  {lartj  of  Geoigia  is  «pposed  t*  tha 
nacio  being  uwlndBd  io  the  tuU  tlUt  paoHiaM 
to  astabliih  an  edacatiouJ  fund,  and  bis  being 
•dnaatadoat  of  ibe  public  moanyl  I  thinknok 
Tba  gentlemiui  from  Oeorgis  also  leUs  u 
dwi  he  is  in  faror  of  seeing  She  scbooisiif 
tlte  coanliT  proiaDted,  and  we  belieiB  be  is, 
bat  bs  wisbes  to  ptoniote  them  nnder  the  oU 
■yateiD,  which  has  so  far  bean  a  iailuce  ije  A* 
oDBth,  and  overf  fur-  minded  aod  aafw^iodued 
man  will  admit  ik 

Mr.  UcINTYRE.  I  shoaid  like  to  make  a 
correction  tbere.  It  wonld  seem  that  ha  seeks 
to  prodnce  the  impression  npoo  the  Honse  that 
I  Bin  oiqtosed  to  edocation,  wbicb,  of  coame,  1 
am  not  ^  ^ 

Mr.  WALLSXThe  cemleiiian  wiU  be  an- 
swered in  the  oonrat  of  my  remarks.  I  must 
■sk  him  not  to  inlempt  sm  now,  ■■  I  did  not 
interrnpt  him  when  he  addressed  the  Honse. 
Tb4  jienllemaa  ittforma  oa  alio  th&t  the  Qeoi^ 
gw  Le^atnre  bu  within  the  last  tvanty  dajrs 
sppropriated  $800,000  for  (be  pnrpoae  of  eda- 
cation,  aod  that  tha  edncatioqol  sfstem  is  not 
ooafioed  to  the  whites  alone.    He  ssfs  that — 

"Within  UiB  last  tmnlr  d^ra  the  LccUlktnni  at 
eMrsl»hs>apBrapiUt«ll30a.Ca)forth«^iir|ioM4if 
■dnoallui;  Mid  tutcfLuDatuii)iuifttW>,t'iW>tGlui- 
flned  to  tha  wbil«a  atone." 

He  then  informBua  tbaltbe  "colDic4p«op^ 
of  his  S'ate  are  cntitli  ' 
Bams  riihts  tb»t  the  w 
hie  words— entitled  to 
whites  "iUemoy.  JTi 
tracj  bat  wiU  the  cc 
opportnnitj.  or  be  p^ 
rights  that  the  vbites  i 
lion.  The  echo  of  t^ 
wbils  the  J^v  l^'i'  ^e 
to  burn  tbe  scbool  bo 
loDxini  to  the  color^ 
while  they  shut  the  do 
agniost  the  colored  cl 
people  of  Georgia  cdji 
advntitages  that  tbc  whites  enjoy. 

Wb  find  th»t  in  .Iiilr,  1783,  the  Geoi^a 
Xjeeislalurs  appropriated  oae  Ihoiuaad  acref 
of  fsriil  to  each  county  for  the  support  of  fr.CO 
schools.  In  1784 the Gsnerai AsMinhly appro- 
priated forty  tbonsend  acres  of  laud  tor  the 
endowment  of  a  college  or  nniTersity.  Id 
1792  on  act  was  passed  by  l^  jLogisUlsr^  i^- 


MMoiuvM  m  }iX^  fwA« 

will>t|gw  trvf,  tf),We  l»>»rp- 
pri*M  thowi«flf  ofiicrndf  1^  fivAbf^np- 
Rort  of  cioUwB,  pojtfUy  ^ladiewiBS.  W9  to>f 
nhoois,  hot,  did  .Qtfvfi*  bM  »  jbee-rcbooi 
vstem  1^  flpwaMw  srm  If  i^^oi 

M»*Pt  wajwe  tb»t  ^e  Qwrgw  I^uislptvrp 
a«pi(w>atfd  > WidOO  for  A^  mum  ^HFJutt 
they  called  "  poor  schools."    If  thiaapp^npri- 


to  J870,  ffii  no  fw^jA^M  W  fiPiVfttWa  *t 

jUte^wbnv  »w  Mi  imtf^vm^mw  of 

CoiwwswwM(if£gucrtW)tgJO«W#: 
"  Th^  l^t  Miuumtf^w  u  t W  *».  JJo*  » 

-•" '-' adsalnthMStatcwhisbOkaa 

.....„.„ Ssiik'S** 

The  gentlemaB  feon  Bfoxv^  nlso  calls  onr 
altenlion  to  what  he  thinks  of  tbc  ^n^iotism 
existing  in  Georgia.     He  bsjh: 

"I  feel  latt  Id  Bipreulni  mV  beHcr  tint  Ibers  fa 
lnt«1l<CMMto  and  pMrlAiifi  oHoaUt  in  t(*  BtMeof 
a*MaiajUi-4arta««iHwBJlaiKiManipsof;thi*iia>id 
BTpJUrif  #  >t » tniP>W*>W«>»  w#<*t«- 


Ctt»^a^4oae  iritbout  IJie«d,asswtanQe. 

anasuperTisioDof  the  General  Govemmeut? 
{40,  sir,  it  Qsnnat.  Were  ii  not  Lhu  the  pr«ju- 
di^e  of  slSTBry  is  ae  pravaleut  onopg  the  for- 
CMT  «ls,veboldei  agaiust  the  oducs^un  of  the 
negro  it  would  be  anperSci^l  to  eaj  tlAtthe 
Dq^ro  could  not  protect  hia  educational  intsr- 
estSi  orcould  not  be  educated  wtLboui  Lbv  eatab- 
lii«M(>«at  of  a  DStiofiai  system  of  eduction. 
T)us  pw^dice  ia  attributalile  to  the  fttet  tbat 
t)icyvere  compelled  to  keep  ibe  negro  io  igno- 
raucB  in  order  to  liold  bim  in  auvery  ;  luid 
with  (b«  AdvuoUwei  of  edncaLloa  anil  ealight- 
eojgMUt  they  were  enabled  to  kseplhisiretaTos 
successfully  in  biMU^gej  iar  we  know  (bat  the 
»dvaiUKg^  "'^  educaUon  are  jEeat, 

ilj'e  are  told  that  the  Peraiaus  were  ^qpt  for 
UBS  in  slavery  from  the  pover  of  iMeUect 
UOW.  £ducaiion  cottaljuiies  tbe  anpnnii>cft> 
ebipof  tbo^e  wboarealterwffd  lotakeaptMi* 
in  Ct^  OfA?'  of  onr  civilized  and  progressive 
D»tKi0.  Edocstioa  tends  to  i^ciense  tbe  dig- 
nity Jin^  Aclf-reapect  of  a  people,  tends  to  iu- 
q^Q^e  tfieir  fitness  for  society  and  imporlMt 
Stations  of  trust,  tends  to  elevate,  and  goobb- 
qi  '  ^rries  wiiU  it  s^est  moral  reaponsi- 
bi  tliia  is  why  the  Democratic  party  io 

tl  h  so  bitterly  oppose  tbe  education  of 

fi  ii.     They  know  that  no  educsW  peo- 

p  jB.ensUved.     Tbcy  know  that  no  edu- 

Cl  jople   can   be  robbed  of  tUcir  tabor. 

T  lljiDom  that  no  educated  people  cau 

b  in  a  bel^lK^a  and  degradeil  condition, 

ItL.  «rise  with  »  united  voLca  aud  assert 

ttieir  miujiood.  Hence,  to  educate  the  negro 
lu  tbe  South  would  be  to  lift  bim  to  »  state  of 
ci  '"  '19  |wd  pnlightenmeDt  iliat  woiitd 
ei  19  »ot  only  to  maintain  and  defond  bis 

li  bill  to  better  a^uit  himself  aa  an 

hi  9  «B^  aprifibt  citizca,  and  prove  bitn- 

rt  I  worthy  ofihe  rigbia  conterred  upon 

b:  |ih  then,  being  ttao  result  of  educating 

(i  .  IcaoDOtbelieveibattheSemocracy 

Oi  iftoraoy  other  Stale  maniiesis   thit< 

ni  a  or  has  taken  this  sodden  departure. 

T  .  >w  tbe  n^ro  is  loyal,  and  wliile  (heir 
present  cdacalional  instituiiona  are  foaterer:^ 
W  i^sloyaity  and  nurseries  of  eotoiiy  and 
hatred  toward  the  Goremment  and  loyal 
blfcks  and  whites,  I  cannot  hope  to  ever  see 
ttus  J>eD],ocr»tic  party  endowed  with  sufficient 
patnolisjn  and  justice  to  lend  their  energies  and 
support  in  favor  of  tbe  education  and  elevation 
of^Wy  piSOpJe.  While  tbe  Demociatic  party 
adbera  to  the  ideas  aod  principles  that  tbcy 
Jure  now  it  would  be  Bgainst  their  interttls  to 
educate  the  negro  ^  not  only  againatibeir  inter- 
ests, but  entirely  inconsistent  with  their  faith. 
f^^  ve  then  suppose  that  these  firm  adber- 
eota  to  slAvery  and  State  rights  are  willing  to  ' 
educAt£  the  negro  aud  loyal  whites,  who  arc 
qpposcdto  their  principles,  aud  thereby  enable 
them  to  wield  the  controlling  poser  of  tbe 
gouih?  So,  sir,  1  shoaid  think  not.  They  are 
niore  GOnsistant  ond  patriotic  toward  the  prio- 
piples  of  tha  lost  cause  than  this.  I«t  ns  not 
misiake  ourselves,  Mr.  Speaker.    Tbe  Demo- 


present  or  rismg  gem..      _     _. 

c) '      '■ ' — neen  admitted  by  every  lover 

01  t  that  popular  education,  or 

H  ho  massea,  is  necesssry  to 

u  'om  u  complete  ciiisensbip. 

T  n  educalo  her  autuects.    It 

is  Df  the  Goveinment,  as  also 

U  Io  so.    An  educated  people 

pj  ,  Bud  munifest  more  intor- 

ei  the  affairs  of  the  Oovern- 

Q  heir  cbouce  to  obtain  mors 

Sn,  which  tends  to  eriidicale 
1  superstitions  so  prevalent 

iple  seek  always  to  improve 
tl  )t  only  nt  home,  but  in  all 

U  I.    An  educated  people  uve 

a  9  refined,  and  moro  ready 

tc  oviedge  aod  experience  to 

01  IS trious  because  more  anibi- 
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tioQS  to  accnmnlate  and  posfiess  property; 
while  the  ignorant  and  aneducated  are  more 
prone  to  idleness,  more  addicted  to  low  habits 
and  dissipation,  more  careless  and  less  ambi- 
tious, being  more  of  a  **  taro"  to  content  them- 
selves and  let  things  go  about  as  they  are. 
The  nneducated  person  cannot  bare  the  inia- 
ence  among  his  fellow*  men  that  educated  per- 
sona hare.  As  knowledge  is  power,  in  short, 
education  is  the  panacea  for  all  our  social  erils, 
injustices,  and  oppressions.  The  eeneral  dif- 
fusion of  education  among  the  whole  people 
of  the  South  would  render  them  less  submis- 
sive to  the  social  and  political  stigmas  under 
which  they  are  to-day  laboring. 

Now  that  our  whole  people  throughout  this 
broad  land  are  free,  it  yet  remains  for  this 
Government  to  give  them  that  which  will  not 
only  enable  them  to  better  enjoy  their  (¥ee- 
dom,  but  will  enable  them  to  maintain,  defend, 
and  perpetuate  their  liberties.  Imagine  yoor 
race,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  having  been  in  bondage 
for  over  two  hundred  years,  subjected  to  all 
the  horrors  of  slavery,  deprived  of  every  facil- 
ity by  which  they  might  have  acquired  an  edu- 
cation, and  in  this  ignorant  and  helpless  con- 
dition thej  were  emancipated  and  turned  loose 
in  the  midst  of  their  enemies ;  among  those 
who  were  opposed  to  not  only  seeing  them 
educated,  but  opposed  to  their  freedom ;  amonff 
those  who  possessed  all  the  wealth,  controllea 
all  the  educational  facilities  of  the  countnr ; 
among  those  who  believed  your  race  to  be 
naturally  inferior  to  themselves  in  every  par- 
ticular, and  fit  only  to  be  considered  as  goods 
and  chattels. 

Imagine,  I  say,  your  race  to-day  in  this 
deprorable  situation.  Would  you  be  considered 
as  comprehending  their  desires  and  situation, 
w^re  yon  to  admit  that  their  former  enslavers 
would  take  an  impartial  interest  in  their  edu- 
cational affairs  ?  I  think  not.  Hence,  I  can- 
not believe  that  the  Democratic  party  South 
won  Id  provide  equal  educational  advantages 
to^  all  Classes.  The  gentleman  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  [Mr.  Chipman]  has  cor- 
rectly said  that  the  lately  enfranchised  people 
are  peculiarly  the  wards  of  the  Government. 
Still,  we  ask  that  equal  advantages,  impartial 
protection,  and  the  same  educational  nicility 
may  be  extended  to  all  classes,  to  the  whole 
people.  Give  us  this,  and  we  win  fbrther  en- 
deavor to  remove  the  ignorance  from  oar 
people,  and  about  which  so  much  has  becil 
said  by  those  who  have  occasioned  it  and  who 
are  justly  responsible  for  it;  they  who  have 
imposed  it  upon  us  through  the  operation  of 
that  once  loved  and  cherished  institution, 
.slavery — that  institution  which  has  cost  the 
nations  millions  of  dollars  and  many  of  her 
best  and  bravest  men,  and  has  stamped  upon 
the  negro  a  curse  which  this  generation  will 
fail  to  obliterate. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  here 
pay  a  passing  notice  to  the  arguments  gen- 
erally used  against  the  negro,  and  against  his 
being  educated.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
negro  is  an  inferior  race,  with  minds  unfit  for 
cultivation,  with  no  traits  of  science,  skill,  or 
literature ;  with  no  ambition  for  education  and 
enlightenment;  in  short,  a  perfect  ** booby 
brain.''  But  these  arguments,  Mr.  Speaker, 
fell  to  the  ground  many  years  ago,  and  have 
been  rendered  insignificant  from  the  fact  that 
notwithstanding  all  the  laws  enacted  prohibit- 
ing the  negro  from  being  educated,  in  spite  of 
the  degradation  of  over  two  hundred  and  forty* 
seven  years  of  the  most  inhuman  and  barba- 
rous slavery  ever  recorded  in  the  history  of  any 
people,  and  coupled  with  five  years  subjugation 
to  the  reign  of  terror  from  the  Ku  Klux  Klan, 
the  dastardly  hOrrors  of  which  those  only  know 
who  have  been  the  victims,  and  those  wlio  com- 
mit the  deeds.  Notwithstanding  all  these  ob- 
stacles and  oppositions,  we  find  m  nearly  every 
town  and  village,  where  the  whipping-posts  and 
auction-blocks  were  once  visible,  school-houses 
and  freedmen's  savings  banks  erected  in  their 
stead,  which  are  the  growth  of  only  five  years,  t 


and  whidk  stand  tof-daj^slrmg  refirtattons  to 
the  foal,  malignant, 'Qiuu8t«  and  untme  argu- 
ments used  against  the  negro.  We  still  find 
him,  however,  loyal  to  his  Government  and 
friendly  toward  his  former  master,  Uy-dny  look- 
ing to  this  Congress  for  the  passage  of  a  meas- 
ure that  will  aid  in  increasing  the  educational 
facilities  throughout  the  couutry  for  the  benefit 
of  all  classes,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  rear 
his  efaildreti  to  truly  comprehend  their  rela- 
tions with  and  duties  toward  their  Oorem" 
ment. 

Believing,  thetf,  as  I  have  before  said,  tluit 
the  national^  Gove^ ment  is  the  guardian  of  aU 
the  liberties  of  her  subjects,  I  think  we  ahpuM 
lend  all  our  aid  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  educational  fund.  I  think-,  sir,  it  be- 
hooves us,  as  the  guardians  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  this  nation,  to  do  eo ; 
for  we  are  told  that  all  there  is  of  a  nation  that 
is  good,  that  iff  mighty,  that  exerciBes  influence 
and  promotes  prosperity,  are  the  prodoets  of 
the  education  of  its  citizens.  Then,  let  us 
make  provisions  for  the  education  of  all  classes  i 
and  if  the  Stato  govemmenta  are  unwilling  to 
provide  equal  facilities  fbr  all,  then  let  the 
national  Government  take  the  matter  in  handy 

CIVIL  8BRYIC15  COMIII88IOH. 

Mr.  PRINDLE.  Mr.  Speaker,  some  time 
since  the  President  sent  to  us  the  rules  pre- 
pared for  the  reform  of  the  civil  servioe,  with 
a  message  stating  that  theybfid  been  adopted, 
and  would  go  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  the 

r resent  year.  Those  rules  have,  however,  as 
understand,  been  substantiallysuspended  for 
the  present,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found  neces- 
saiy  to  milke  that  suspension  permanent. 

There  is  undoubtedly  much  need  of  reform- 
ation in  the  civil  service,  but  ehange  is  not 
necessarily  reformation ;  and  while  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  contains  valuable  suggest 
tions  which  may  eventuato  ih  an  improve- 
ment in  the  service,  I  cannot  believe  the  oper- 
ation of  the  rules  prepared  by  them  would  prove 
beneficial. 

It  is  proposed  that  persons  shall  be  selected 
for  appointmeilts,  with  certain  exceptions,  by 
a  svstem  of  pubHc  competitive  examinations, 
to  be  condticted  by  boards  of  examiners. 
These  examiners  are  to  be  designated  by  the 
president  in  each  department  of  the  public 
servioe.  Each  board  is  to  consist  of  three 
persons,  and  they  are  all  to  act  under  the 
sanervision  of  one  advisory  board. 

Now,  sir,  if  ignorance  and  incompetency 
have  crept  into  the  offices,  and  filled  them ;  if 
officials  selected  under  the  present  systom  have 
been  lacking  in  education  and  ability,  and  this 
is  the  evil  to  be  cured,  it  may  be  that  the 
proposed  plan  will,  to  some  extent,  proVe 
remedial.  But  such  I  believe  is  not  the  case. 
So  fiEir  as  education  and  ability  are  concerned 
there  has  been  little  cause  of  complaint,  and 
little  complaint.  What  the  people  complain 
of,  and,  as  the  revelations  of  everv  day  disclose, 
have  reason  to  compiiun  of,  is  that  too  many 
ofthose  intrusted  with  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  oifice  prove  dishonest  and  recreant 
to  duty;  and  if  we  are  to  have  anv  remedy,  it 
must  be  one  that  will  eliminate  this  class  of 
officials  from  the  servioe,  and  substitute  in 
their  places  honest  men. 

It  is  quite  clear,  sir,  that  examiners,  how- 
ever highly  edueatisd  they  may  be,  and  how- 
ever thoroughly  th^  may  be  able  to  test  t&e 
education  <S  an  applicant,  or  his  ability  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  an  office,  cannot  by 
an  examination  ascertain  his  moral  qualities. 
They  cannot  by  propounding  tpiestions  in  any 
of  tho  branches  of  leartiing  ehcit  information 
that  will  throw  any  light  upon  his  disposition 
to  appropriate  thefrubHc  foods  to  his  own  use. 
Neither  caw  they,  sir,  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  have  any  personal  infommtion  of  the 
character  of  the  applicant.  They  will  be  obliged 
to  rely  upon  certificates  and  I'eoommendatlotis 
{>roduced  from  persons  hbldrng  official'  posi- 
tions or  otherwise  prominent.     We  all  know 


how  'eheaply-thoee  are  obtainedf  and  bovfitfk 
dependence  can  be  plaiced  upon  them. 

Sir,  will  not  the  proposed  boards  of  ezaoi- 
ioers  be  almost  wnoUy  unable  to  stppiy  the 
only  test  that  a  true  reform  dcmande  a  lest 
that  shall  mark  the  difference  betwaaa  lioaes^' 
and  dishonesty?  Indeed,  the  rales  sabmioed 
do  not  seem  to  cantempkito  that  may  farther 
notice  shall  be  taken  of  the  moral  qaalities  of 
the  applicant  afterhe  shall  have  ftled  his  paacrs 
making  out  a  prima  facie  case  in  mflara  to 
ofaaracter,  heaUh,  and  age.  It  aeema  ta  mut 
that  instead  of  prodncioe  a  Teformataoo,  sack 
a  syrtem  will  greatly  enlarge  tbe  oppoflani' 
ties  of  the  dishonest  and  com^>i.  It  is  Itm 
the  Pfesideat,  or  head  of  the  Depaitssest 
whose  duty  it  is*  to  make  an  appoiatnieBt,  may 
take  into  consideration  the  qncstioo  of  Botal 
fitness  as  regards  the  persons  witosa  aaaiesBi^ 
be  certified  by  the  examiners,  ^'  not  cxoceding 
three,' '  but  the  privilege  is  a  very  limited  ose. 
Then,  again,  what  can  they  be  expected  to 
know  of  tbe  character  of  applicaots?  Mani- 
festly nothing  in  the  great  majority  of  cases. 
Now,  sir,  I  see  several  provisiona  in  this  wft- 
tem  of  supposed  reform  well  calculated  I  tknk 
to  keep  nK>de6t,  unassuming  naeiit  out  of  the 
service,  but  I  see  Httle  to  check  the  inroads  of 
the  dishonest  and  unworthy. 

I  have  little  faith  in  the  power  of  azamiaMt 
by  competitrve  examioationa  to  deter nist 
even  the  comparative  ability  of  applicants  ts 
discharge  the  duties  of  office.  The  qnestioBi 
asked  inll  not  generally  relate  to  the  dntiss  af 
the  position  sought,  because  those prop<Mnidiag 
'  them  will  necessarily  be  more  or  leas  ignarsat 
of  those  duties  thems^ves.  It  cannot  reasos- 
ably  be  expected  that  any  ^iree  men  irira 
may  be  designated  as  examiners  in  any  De- 
partment will  understand  the  details  of  hasi- 
aess  in  every  i>ranch  of  that  Depwtaaei^ 
Neither  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  applicants 
Would  know  much  of  the  duties  of  an  office 
they  had  never  discharged.  Examinatioaa 
will  relate  mainly  to  the  bSranches  taagbt  ia  the 
schools.  That  will  be  the  natural  r^olt,  aad 
thosa  fresh  firom  their  studies — who  can  recite 
most  glibly  the  phraseology  of  the  books— will 
ordinarily  be  selected  as  the  most  suitable, 
while  years  of  valuable  experience  in  the  prac- 
tical affairs  of  Ufe  will  go  for  Httle  or  nothing. 
It  is  often  tbe  case,  as  we  all  know,  that  those 
who  pass  the  best  examinations  foil  entizelyto 
ouiintaih  their  no^^ons  when  th^  attempt  to 
put  their  knowledge  into  practice. 

Now,  sir,  what  can  we  expect  to  oain  by  the 
adoption  of  these  written  rules  ?  Kcfffceent- 
atives  in  Congress,  elected  by  the  party  is 
power,  and  holding  the  same  political  f^ik 
as  the  Pressdent,  have  •been  in  the  halMtof 
recommending  persons  for  appointment  firoat 
their  respective  districts,  and  the  appointiag 
pow^  has  Qsuidly  followed  such  reeommeada- 
tions.  Under  this  system,  it  is  true,  had 
appointments  are  not  unfirequently  made.  Dis- 
honest men  get  into  office,  as  tbey  will  under 
any  system ;  but  it  certainly  has  advantagt^ 
over  the  plan  proposed. 

Members  of  Congress  arc  elected  by  tbe 
people  of  their  districts  with  the  understandiD^ 
that  they  are  to  have  a  controlling  infiueoce 
over  the  appointments.  They  are  selected 
with  direct  reference  to  their  fitness  to  dis- 
chai|^e  this  particular  dutv,  in  addition  to  their 
duties  as  legislators.  They  are  usually  well 
qualified  for  the  business-^men  of  axperieaee, 
capacity,  and  discretion.  They  are  men  of 
laree  personal  acquaintance  in  their  districts, 
and  lixely  to  know  personally  the  antecedent? 
and  true  character  of  applicants  for  positioae. 
In  cases  where  they  are  not  personally  ac- 
quainted, they  have  abundant  meaits  of  pro 
curing  correct  information.  They  know  the 
wants  and  wishes  of  Uieir  people,  and  hare 
the  means  of  determining  the  fitne»  and 
propriety  of  an  appointment.  They  hBtc 
the  strongest  reasons,  too,  for  recommending 
proper  persons.  By  so  doing  they  secure  tbe 
approval  of  the  great  mass  of  their  oonstiiu* 
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enti,  while  by  panning  an  opposite  ootme  tber 
woald  brioff  upon  themselTeB  reproach.  Self- 
interest  ana  duty  nnite  in  urging  them  to  be 
faithfxil  tothoie  who  clothed  them  with  aathor- 
ity  and  who  can  take  it  from  them. 

The  present  method  kee|>s  the  appeintmeals 
sear  tiie  people  and  within  their  control,  as 
they  should  be.  I  do  not  know  in  what  prac- 
ticable way  the  thousands  of  officials  in  the 
different  departments  and  branches  of  the 
Government  could  be  brought  more  directly 
under  their  influence.  If  the  Representative 
does  not  recommend  fit  and  properpersons,  at 
the  end  of  two  years  they  can  select  another. 
They  have  control  of  the  appointments  through 
their  immediate  a^nt  and  Representative,  and 
by  virtue  of  their  authority  to  remove  htm 
from  his  position.  Do  they  desire  a  change 
that  shall  remove  these  appointments  far  out 
of  their  reach,  and  vest  the  vast  powers  they 
have  heretofore  held  in  their  own  hands  in 
boards  of  examiners,  and  an  advisory  board, 
not  elected  by  them,  not  responsible  to  them, 
and  over  whom  they  have  no  control?  Do 
they  distrust  themselves?  I  think,  sir,  that 
whatever  changes  may  be  needed  to  effect  a 
reform,  this  removal  of  power  from  the  people 
is  not  one  of  them. 

But  it  is  said  the  enforcement  of  these  rules 
wiU  take  the  control  of  the  appointments  out 
of  the  hands  of  politicians,  that  persons  will 
be  appointed  to  office  withont  regard  to  their 
political  views,  and  that  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident will  not  involve  a  dangerous  struggle 
for  all  the  offices  held  by  virtue  of  ezocuuve 
appointment.  It  is  very  desirable  to  rendet 
oar  presidential  elections  and  all  other  elec- 
tions less  partisan,  less  exciting,  and  less  dan- 
fferons.  But  will  it  do  for  us  to  take  the  ground 
that  appointments  to  office  shall  be  made  in 
all  cases  recardless  of  political  considerations? 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  the  vital  inter- 
ests of  the  country  demand  the  continuance 
of  the  Republican  party  in  nower,  but  could 
it  survive  the  enforcement  ot  these  rules? 

I  think,  sir,  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  in  the 
service  of  that  partv  would  see  Httlo  to  encour- 
age them  in  their  labor  if  it  only  resulted  in 
placing  their  political  enemies,  and,  I  may  add, 
not  nmrequently  the  enemies  of  the  Oovem- 
mentt  in  power  over  them.  How  would  these 
roles  have  worked  during  the  administration 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  found  traitors  en- 
sconced in  half  the  offices,  ready  and  anxious 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  the  destruction  of 
tba  Government  they  had  sworn  to  sustain? 
What  would  have  been  the  effect  of  such  a 
policy  upon  the  bloody  conflict  with  treason 
in  which  we  were  then  engaged  ?  Why,  sir, 
eveiybody  knows  that  we  should  have  been 
defeated.  We  never  could  have  withstood 
rebel  arms  with  rebels  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  our  Government.  Sir,  we  have  not  traveled 
so  far  from  that  bloody  and  inexcusable  robel- 
lion  as  to  be  able  to  put  into  practice  with 
safety  this  doctrine. 

I  am  afraid  the  Republican  party  would  be 
guilty  of  a  betrayal  of  the  sacred  interests 
committed  to  its  charge  if  it  should  adopt  it 
and  carrv  it  out.  We  must  hold  on  to  the 
strongholds  wc  possess  at  least  until  the  time 
shall  come  when  there  will  be  no  party  in  the 
country  that  may  not  be  safely  trusted  with 
the  administration  of  the  Government  The 
long_con tinned  complaints  of  the  victims  of 
Ku  JBLlux  outrages  and  atrocities  that  come  np 
to  us  from  the  still  disturbed  and  uneasy  south* 
em  States,  and  the  bitterly  partisan  attacks 
apon  measures  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properly 
of  citizens,  admonish  us  of  our  responsibil- 
ities! and  warn  us  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
oome  for  the  dissolotion  of  the  Repablican 
pe.rty.    Its  work  is  not  yet  fully  done. 

Even  in  ordinary  times  1  do  not  tl»nk  it' 
improper  that  the  successful  m^oHty  should 
control  appointments  to  office.  In  this  conn- 
try  the  majority  rule.    This  is  a  fundamental 


prineiple  of  our  ChMrerament  The  BMority 
determine  upon  the  policy  to  be  pursued,  and 
the  canying  out  of  that  policy  snoold  not  be 
iotrasted  to  the  hands  of  its  enemies.  I  am 
not  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  that '  ^  to  the  vic- 
tors belong  the  spoils''  as  applied  to  politics. 
Offices  should  not  be  regarded  as  spoils.  The 
majority  having  power  to  make  removals  and 
appointments  should  act  with  reason  and  dis- 
cretion, making  only  such  changes  as  are 
necesMry  and  proper,  but  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  practicable  way  of  binding  them 
by  arbitrary  rules  and  regulations. 

Doubtless  removals  for  political  causes  have 
ofl^n  been  made  when  they  should  not  have 
been,  bat  the  power  of  removal  and  appoint- 
ment must  necessarily  exist.  Those  who  pos- 
sess tffis  power  under  the  Constitution  have 
long  been  accustomed  to  follow  tberecoaimend- 
atioas  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in 
its  exercise.  What  better  course  can  be  pur- 
sued? Who  can  better  judge  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  removals  and  i4>pointments  than 
those  elected  by  the  people  U>r  that  very  pur- 
pose? If  political  considerations  have  too 
much  to  do  with  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
the  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  Let 
them  applj  it. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  influence  exerted  by 
members  of  Congress  over  appointments  and 
removals  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, whicn  vests  the  power  in  other  hands. 
But  was  it  intended  that  the  President  or  other 
repository  of  this  power  ^oold  exercise  it  with- 
onttaking  advice,  withoutseekinff  informattoe? 
Information  and  advice  mnst  be  had  from  some 
source,  and  why  not  from  the  people's  Rep- 
resentatives? The  power  of  appointment  re- 
mains unimpaired  and  unrestricted.  It  yields 
only  to  such  influences  as  are  eminently  proper 
and  vdtfain  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

But.  sir,  are  there  not  reasons  for  fearing 
that  the  rules  devised  by  the  commission,  if 
sanctioned  by  Congress,- would  not  Only  violate 
the  spirit  but  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  ? 
That  instrnment  provides  that  the  President — 

**  Shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advioe  and 
oonssDi  of  the  8«aaU  shall  appoint,  embasradon, 

§tber  pablic  ministenbaod  oooaols.  jadcos  of  tbo 
ai>retne  Court,  and  all  other  offloers  of  the  tTnit«d 
States  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwiio 
•roridod  for,  mm  whkh  shall  be  estaMishod  by  law : 
oat  the  CoDgresfl  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment 
of  sach  inferior  officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the 
President  alone,  in  tbeooarts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
of  Departments." 

This  power  to  appoint  includes  the  nower  to 
select  the  persons  to  be  appointed.  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  when  a  boaro  of  examiners  are 
allowed,  as  is  proposed,  to  exercise  this  power 
of  selection  from  the  body  of  the  people,  and 
confine  the  choice  of  the  President  or  head  of 
a  Department  to  persons  named  by  them,  is  not 
the  substance  of  the  power  taken  away  7  Cer- 
tainly it  would  seem  to  be.  Little  is  left  but 
the  mere  form  of  an  appointment.  Undoubt- 
edly the  manner  of  making  appointments  may 
be,  to  some  extent,  regulated  by  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  Government.  Qualifications  of 
officers  may  be  prescribed ;  but  when  Congress 
shall  go  so  far  as  to  confine  the  choice  of  the 
person  authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  make 
an  appointment  to  certain  specified  persons, 
the  substance  of  that  power  will  be  taken  away, 
leaving  scarcely  its  shadow.  But,  sir,  how 
many  persons,  according  to  these  rules,  may 
the  appointing  power  select  from?  How  wide 
a  tield  is  left  for  the  exercise  of  the  judgment 
of  him,  who,  b^  the  Constitution,  is  to  nmke  the 
appointment? 

The  board  of  examiners  are  to  "  certify  to  the 
nominating  or  appointing  power,  as  the  case 
may  be,  the  names  standing  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  not  exceeding  three  ;  and  from  the  names 
certified  the  appoiutinent  shall  be  made." 
How  many  less  than  three  may  be  certified? 
Clearly  one  less  than  three,  thus  confining  the 
appointing  power  to  two.  May  they  not  under 
the  language  of  this  rule  claim  the  right  to 
certify  but  one?  The  opitiion  of  the  former 
Attorney  General,  pnblisbed  with  the  report 


of  the  oomBodsnonevs,  gives  no -sanction  to  to 
complete  an  aasanption  of  power  by  offiters 
not  known  to  the  Oonstitotion. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  objeotioos  to  this 
proposed  plan  that  oooor  to  my  mind.  It  dis- 
rMards  all  questions  of  a  proper  distribution 
otthe  offioea  among  the  peoplo.  It  provides 
for  no  discrimiaation  in  favor  of  the  deserving 
or  the  oofortnaate.  The  discrimination,  sir,  is 
against  them-«-«gainst  the  poor>  who  have  not 
bad  suffieient  advantages  in  schools  to  enable 
them  to  oompetel  n  pablic  examinations  with 
Uie  wealthy  and  more  fortunate.  It  diaorim- 
inates  against  the  soldier,  whose  patriotism  in- 
spired him  in  the  morning  of  Uie  to  enlist  in 
the  armies  of  his  icsneriled  oomitry,  and  who 
spent  the  years  usually  devoted  to  education 
amid  the  dangers  and  privations  of  the  camp 
and  the  field.  It  discriminates  against  the 
invalid,  shorn  of  his  strength  by  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  Army,  and  against  the  crippled 
and  maiflsed  of  the  war,  because  they  cannot 
furnish  '* satisfactory  evidence*'  in  regard  to 
health. 

There  is  no  position,  sir,  within  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  President  or  the  heads  of  any  of 
the  Deoartments,  with  certain  specified  excep- 
tions, tnat  can  be  obtained  t^  any  person,  ac- 
cording to  these  rules,  until  he  shall  have 
furnished  satisfactory  evidence  in  regard  to 
health.  It  may  be  said  that  only  proof  of 
health  sufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  tho  office  need  be  required  ;  but  how  would 
it  be  in  oases  of  doubt?  Wonid  not  the  robust 
be  preferred  to  the  weak  and  the  enfeebled  ? 
Viewed  in  the  most  favorable  light,  sir,  I  can* 
not  but  regard  it  as  a  most  unjust  discrimina- 
tion against  thoosands  of  the  most  deserving 
in  all  the  land. 

Tho8i9  who  control  the  appointments  to  civil 
office,  instead  of  being  obliged  by  rigid  rules 
to  dose  their  eyes  and  ears  to  erery  consid- 
eration except  mental  qualifications,  ought  to 
exercise  a  wice  discretion  in  favor  of  the  un- 
fortunate and  deserving,  and  especially  to- 
ward the  victim  of  war.  They  have  claims 
upon  us  which  it  would  be  base  ingratitude 
to  disregard,  and  I  will  never  vole  for  any 
system  which  I  think  ignores  their  claim. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  wiU  be  the  practi- 
cal effect  of  putting  those  rnles  into  operation, 
if,  indeed,  it  shsJl  be  found  possible  to  pat 
them  into  operation  at  all?  "  Due  public  no- 
tice'' is  to  bo  given  of  the  occurrence  of  a 
vacancy,  *'  and  all  applicants  who  shall  present 
themselves,  and  who  shall  have  furnished  tho 
evidence  and  satisfied  the  preliminary  exam- 
ination already  mentioned,"  are  to  he  publicly 
examined  in  competition  with  each  other. 
What  **duo  pubHc  notice"  could  be  given 
that  would  not  call  out  a  class  too  large  for 
convenience  i  do  not  know.  But  the  appli- 
cants appear,  and  are  examined.  What  are 
the  examiners  then  to  do? 

"The  board  oonductinr  such  com petitiTe exam- 
ination skall  prepare,  under  the  supervision  of  tho 
advisory  hearcL  a  list  of  tbo  names  of  the  opplioanta 
in  the  order  of  their  ezoellence,  as  proved  dv  puch 
examination,  beginning  with  thenigbestj  and  shall 
then  certify  to  ths  nominating  or  appotatiog  power, 
OS  the  ease  may  be.  the  names  stanaisg  at  the  bead 
of  such  list,  not  exceeding  three,  and  from  the  names 
thus  certified  the  appointment  shall  be  made." 

There  is  no  discretion  for  the  examiners, 
if  they  obey  the  rules.  They  must  certi^  ac- 
cording to  "excellence,  as  proved  by  sucn  ex- 
amination." Why,  sir,  none  but  those  fresh 
from  school  woulu  stand  any  chance  of  being 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  The  efforts  to 
get  into  the  service  of  those  who  have  added 
a  little  pracHical  knowledge  of  the  world  to  a 
knowleiige  of  books  would  be  useless.  I1ie 
doors  would  be  effectually  closed  ag<iinstthem. 
The  offices  would  be  filled  b;^  a  class  of  young 
men  wrthout  snfficiont  experience  in  the  affairs 
of  lifo  to  be  able  to  estimate  themselves  at 
their  true  value,  and  an  aristocracy  of  office- 
holders wise  in  their  own  conceit,  but  odious 
to  the  people,  would  be  tlie  inevitable  result. 

The  whole  machinery  of  this  plan— the  impe- 
rial ^¥isory  board,  and  the  numerous  boards 
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DaabtteM  the  object  of  the'  bill  ia  to  tmke 
the  distribation  aa  nearlv  equal  aa  msj  bn 
among  the  Stat«a  aeeordiirg  lo  their  pOT»)1a- 
tioD,  and  tba  lart  precedinv  cenada  furniahea 
BD  apparent  meana  of  aecaring  ac  appropriate 
basis.  While  it  is  (rne  tbst  at  the  time  the 
ceoMis  «raa  taken  and  for  a  abatt  period  there- 
ttfWr  it  wontil  be  approximately  joat,  vet  a 
moment'areSection  *ill  abow  that  in  the  latter 
years  of  the  dec«dB  the  ine<piaiity  woald  be 
gtt&L  To  remody  in  part  thia  objection  I 
haia  propote<t  m  amendment  to  ttie  fonctb 
section  by  ad^ng  tbta  proviao  : 

Pn/vidtil,  That  wliere  anr  Stats,  nndsi  ths  lawi 
thvrtnr.taTOartCDlirecTiiaa  alfu  popalnlion  at  a 
iwrtnl  intcriMdliiMthia  TMolaT  rtmat  for  ti^Df 
th«  UailadStaCaiMDMi,  Iha  avpoitioanwat  to  luaG 
6(*ls  alter  inch  aenuu  it  taken  ihall  be  la  propor- 
tion to  its  ropoUtlon,  m ■-= — '  --'■'  •'■ ' 


The  Wert  grifwa  faete*  than  tbs  BmL  Tb« 
oMar  StatMaM  coiMtaally- tandinf  tbwF  fyp- 
alaiioa  to  iba  new,  uid  irhiie>  Ibe  new  gain  in 
popolation  laaelt  tkorethan  the  anTHgw  ratio 
Ibo  otder  Souei  fall  beUw  it.  The  reanlt 
under  the  bill  aa  it  stands,  therefore,  would  be 
tbat  irinle  in  the'  early  jaare  of  As  deeade  the 
i^portioomeM  would  bsabost  equal,  iJia  in- 
ei]uklit?*anld  bdg*ntMi4  P<nt)iedin  the  lat- 
ter jemra  of  lbs  dm«de,  and  vonld  oonataotly 
inoreasQ  fnim  tbe  beginning  lo  liiB  end  of  the 
decide.  The  ratio  of  ineqaalily  will  readily 
appear  by  refeMnee  M  the  oeBaag.  and  the 
faiareiaAyba  expected  lo  follow  tlwpaetiD 
tbia  respect. 

Tb«  popdaUoB  of  the  Ur>ft«d  States,  ex- 
olodins  Teiritoriea  and  Indiana  not  t«aed, 
waa,  in  1B60,  3>,188,T44,  and  ia  1870,  aSillS.- 
SSS',  aliowiag  an  increase  wt  8,999,509,  and  ao 
aggregMe  ga»  of  2^ffr  per  cent.  In  ten 
yoaxs  the  inewMS  ana  gnn  of  popnlatioa  in 
aevenri  StMca-  waa  ta  fellows:  Iltinoia,  troi 


,       ,  1,721.296— 

a  gain  of  46.60  pBF  ent. ;  Iowa,  hom  674,018 
to  1,101,703— «,|«in  of  Te.68  pwr  oeat.  ;  Wig- 
ronaio,  IVoni  17^6M  to  1,054,670— a  gain  of 
3«).9S  per  cent ;  UJnaeacM,  tnm  172,078  to 
4S9,70e— »gsiBof  t65.el  per  cent.;  Haniaa, 
from  107,306  to  364,899—9  gsin  of  389.90  per 
c«at. ;  New  Vork,  frou  0,686^786  W  4,882,- 
7&t>-^BgBinof  12.94rpBr  eent  i  Uaaaachaaetta, 
from  t,28t,a«a  to  Mli^S^l— agun  «f  18,38 
parcem. ;  Ohio,  ftoai  2,889.611  to  2,6S5,aso— 
B  gvm  of  13.93  peroent.  Tfaaae  State*  dnrly 
Bad  MtlT'ilhMtrata  tbs  duparitj  that  will  re- 
tnAt  QSdep  thv  bill,  asd  Ati  Ststea  referred  to 
*Te  not  the  eatrene  ooee;  for  in  Mwaral  there 
waa  is'  dia  Ian  decada  no  gain  M  all.  In  these 
weataiD  BtatM,  and  there  an  other  sach,  the 
gamw  of  tb»  laav  decade  ma  fiwn  16  to  289 
paroauti  wfaih  Ika  aveTaee  naia  of  tbe  pop- 
ula^on  of  tbe  country  waa  Imt  a  trifle  oter 
22  per  oeat. 

TbtM,of  tiraStatesstOTtingoutiR  lh« decade 
equaHy,  oob  lH<bN  tbtf  olose  of  tbe  decade 
.  raaj*  ba  ^aectving  ptr  Mp4ft>  aaywhere  from 
an  oqaathy  to  ttwO'  or  three  kondted  per  oent 
nmre  ihhii  th«  ellhr.  Tbia  inequality  ought 
to  b*  arotdei^  imd  tlw  ameodmeiit  I  hare 


irhl<rfi  ooold  Botbe'OontetBplatBd.  Verytnany 
Statea  hareproriaiona  byStal«  Uwvfora  State 
cemtis  in  tba  middle  of  the  Federal  ceosna 
decade,  and  tba  uffecl  of  the  amendment  pro- 

Soaed  is  to  make  ancb  regular  intermediate 
tate  ceoaiM  ttw  baaii  of  apportiooment  to 
eachStataDBtilihvnextFedeialaeDsaa.  Such 
n  law  esieta  in  th«  9«ate  I  Noreeest  and  in 
niBny  oifaar  Stataa,  and  aa  suob  oenaoa  of  Ae 
States  is  ostiSlly  tnlceo  wfth  a  view  to  appor- 
tionment for  mambera  of  tbe  Legialatnrea  of 
the  StalM,  they  are  talien  with  quite  aa  much 
dccnnicy  as  to  the  enumeralioa  of  the  popala- 
tio/i  as  the  Federal  censoB. 

I  can  perceive  no  valid  objcoiion  to  thia 
amendment,  and'  I  hope  It  mar  meet  the  ap- 
proTHl  of  Um  Souie.     Qatea*  approxiiaaM 


e<iQaIity  can  be  (Atahted.  tbe  tneamre  ought 
not  to  prevail,  bnt  a  division  upon  the  bMiaof 
population  aeeertained  evtiy  fife  years  itouM 
be  ao  nearly  equal  rhst  it  would  eoniMenit 
itself  as  practical  jaatice.  The  ineqnalilies 
of  the  States  already  referred  to  ma^  not  be 
■o  great  far  the  next  decade  «  t%ey  mre  beM 
for  the  laat.  but  new  8lat«s  antfTen^terieTaye 
conHantly  iooning  no  ia  tbfr  consfenMloti  of 
Statea,  end  tbeir  ra^Ad  grvwth  in  iHe  fttnre 
win  be  tl>e  parallel  of  Ifav  growth  of  etUffrl  in 
the  past.  Aud  it  ie  these  new  mmmunitiefl 
couatandv  receiving  the  aurplue  popVllttian  of 
the  old  that  more  thss  tie  old  will  be  apfM- 
ciebly  and  vifidi*  benV^ted  by  this  poltey. 

Mr.  BAINE?  next  aAtressed  tin  HoMS 
in  rtmarka  WhiA  will  be  pebHAed  itt  tMe 
Appendix. 

Hr.  HOLUAN.  I  marre  tfaM  tke  Hotme  do 
nOw  adjonrrt, 

Tbe  motion  w«  agreed  to. 


I,  rrc. 
The  following  petJiioDB,  Ac,  were  presented 

ander  tbe  rule,  aud  referred  to  Uie  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  BANSS;  The  petition  of  Felicia 
h.  Caillaui,  widow  of  Andre  Caillauz,  lale 
captain  company  E,  first  regiment  Loaisiana 
Natira  Ouardi,  praying  that  a  pension  may  be 
granted  her  from  the  date  of  her  husband's 
death,  May  27,  1SB7. 

Bj  Mr.  DUELL:  Tha  petition  of  Joseph 
Brown  and  71  others,  cititeus  of  the  StRteof 
Pennsylvania,  and  late  soldiers  of  the  Hnited 
SiaieSj  praying  on  eqaalizatioa  of  bounii'ea, 
by  which  they  Hhatl  receiVs  $8  S3}  per  month 
for  tbe  entire  time  served  by  tbem  dedacting 
all  Oovemment  bonntlet  heretofbre  paid ;  and 
also  an  amendment  of  tbe  homeBteaa  Ikw. 

Br  Mr.  KILLINOER:  The  remonstrance 
of  r.  L.  Weimer  &  Brothers  and  167  others, 
work~nt  in  iron.  Ac,  in  Lebanon,  Fenaayt- 
Tsnia,  against  tlie  ohauge  in  Ibe  tariff  lawi, 
abating  datlea  on  Brticfea  aucceasfiiUy  pro- 
duced m  this  country,  urged  by  the  Free- Trade 
Leffgue,  and  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties 
on  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  artielea  as  can- 
not bo  produced  in  ibe  United  States ;  and 
alio  such  an  adinftment  of  duties  aa  will  en- 
courage and  defend  every  home  industry  and 
foster  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  AmGricaa 

By  Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  memorial  of  130  cit- 
izens of  AUerhany  county,  Maryland,  against 
tbe  repeal  of  iDe  dutyon  coal,  iron,  aitd  aalt. 

By  Hr.  WALDBON:  Tbe  peUtion  or  480 
cigar-makers  of  Detroit,  aaking  ail  increase  of 
duty  on  imported  cigars  to  three  dollars  per 
pound  and  oftj  per  cenU  ad  oalortnt. 


IN  SBITA7E. 

MoHDAT,  Ftbrttarji  6,  1872. 

Frayer  by  ibe  Chaplain,  Bar.  J.  P.  Nxv- 

Ki.S,  6.  D. 

Tbe  Journal  of  the  pioceedingi  of  Thara- 
day  last  waa  read  and  approved. 

HOCaB-  IrLLB  BflVBSBED. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  Ne.  801)  to  further  rego- 


by  iW  title,  and  referred'  to   ifae  Com' 
miiMe  on  the  Judioiaiy. 

Tha  bill  (B.  B.  Kol  1S7)  to  uwad  am  aei 
eolilled  "  Aa  aet  to  pievent  iratig^Kg,  atid 
for  other  porpoees,"  approved  imj  18,  1M9, 
waa  read  twice  by  ita  title. 

The  VICfiPBfiSlfiBNT.  TbcUKwHIbe 
refttred  t»tbe  Cottouttee  on  Commeiea. 

-Mr.  BDUUNDS.  I  haw  the  impMMioa 
tbat  ibat  bill  meMly  ralatea  to  jodidai  IWe*  iv 
smuggling  case*,  and  if  that  is  bbi  it  aheetd  be 
referred  M  the  Committe*oa  tbe  JvdioiMyt 

Tbe  VICK  PIUCaiDBNT.     li  wUl  be  m 


Tbd  TfCS  pnGaTDBirr  Uid  belbre  the 
SeYials  a  fe«W  of  tlie  aetrrBttfrf  of  War,  ttans- 
mittMj  a  rofwrt  of  a;n  enpneer  sttrrey  to 
dWefmine  tUff  practtcsbilitf  of  reopening  the 
oa^gation  of  tSe  Cebaret  alough,  in  the  Idia- 
alSJippi  riveif;  wKcb  wss  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OB  Comitietce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

nNATOtt  FROS  JfOKflT  ClROtlHA. 

Tbe  ViGB  PR£SlD£lJT.  The  Chair  pi«. 
sents  m  certificate  itota  tbe  Ooveraor  of  the 
Side  of  North  Carolina,  relative  to  the  eleo- 
tion  of  a  United  Slatea  Senator  by  the  Legia' 
latuia  of  that  3t«te,  whieh  will  be  reporledby 
tha  Seocetary. 

The  Cbief  Clerk  Mad  aa  follows : 
las  9*Ait  ot  Kecea  Oaaeawei 


H.  J.  aunmioBBt 

S-raUimt^  Stale, 

Ut.  UOB-TOU.  lMo**tlitattti«aiedeiitialB 
bsiiafened  to  lheCem»kiee»B  Privllegae  ood 
Slanlioaa. 

Tbe  motion  wae  agreed- to. 


Mr.  VKKlttS-.    f  rfatfto  f  personal  et^m- 
■Pile-  V(CB  PBB9IDlWr.      Btftste    tfte 

hewritow. 

nip.  TICKBffS.  We.  AeiMeitt,  on-Thnrs- 
dKy  iMt,  nMT  liter  o'eKfft-,  at  tfie  ebd  of  an 
ezemitlvV  ritosrifott,  aWf  Iff  tntf  abinnice  of  ihora 
tttaii  tWHyaWMtotg,  *itlDtloB  was  nnexpee^ 

Einvyiwl  that  irttefl  tbe  Mnate jhonid  ad- 
jmAni  K  Bhoald'  De  tilf  dM*  neA  Koodtiy.  I 
prole Aeu'  ageiAs?  xHi  BOTOuntiMnt,  on  the 
ground  ftlat  t»  SellBtor  tima  Kentut^,  trot 
then  in  bis  Kat,  [Hi-.  Dti^,]  bed  nnonncad 
to  tbe  Senate  se?«pi^  dbya*  previouv  that  he 
propoMS  to  addreaa'  Ae  a^dte^on  Friday  on 
biff  remlntioni  relativv  to  alleged  executive 
dellmuewciee,  atxf  tliat  iiT  nnirteflf  to  hiiB  we 
rtouM  Dot  aclfUVtrUi  ihf  nlotioii  tKf  adjourn, 
kowever,  was'  wt^imS  hr,  tfnd  the  year  and 
tmys  #enmllea.  I  dbrfhMl-to  tote,  end  went 
f}>r  »  few- >Tritmte«  into  ibv  libVBr^. 

b^ ;  I  Mtot  rm  eCdat,  itD.8  the  resuii  was  am 
ennonncM.  Gn  returning  to  the  CHamBer, 
and  within  a  ftiT  feet  of  t&e  door,  I  was  u- 
prised  br  iSv  Araator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
atu*1  tbe*  itre'  SenetvHad!  Jpst  adjourned. 

I  Aii^  in  tha  Qlobe  of  Friday  tbaC  in  my 
abaaane  tbe-  aetaMor  from  VeriKiaV  and,  how 
&r  I  can  justify  (hat  spetHes'of  ctmdnocto  my 
oewsttweaW  at  coarsv  i*  web  ntrt  for  him  to 
sa|fi  h  w«  t  rigfct  BO  doubt  tbe  law  ptve 
iM^  Jk.,aw*thwheilimw>thefaettoahowthe 
niannev  in  whloh-  Mtfftj  Anators-  think  fit  to 
ooBdsat  tbe-  boAfeSr  of  tbe  Senate.  It  ia 
kaeMt^M-tbwSeMM'thkttbe'emneMrbiH,  «o 
eiMed,  hw*  b«e«  otriM  diseneAin  for  merai 
imf,  tkaritt  frieadrdHiTed  to  haw  tha>rat» 


n  tbe  Cham- 
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taken,  and  that  a  faggestkm  (not  adopted)  had 
been  made  ta  continue  Thurtday'ft  seasion  till 
that  result  was  obtained.  I  tboufbt  that  the 
time  selected  to  make  the  motion  to  adjourn 
till  Monday — in  a  thin  Senate,  and  afler  man^ 
of  the  members  bad  lef^  the  Capitol,  not  anti- 
cipatinj;  any  such  action — was  inopportune 
and  erroneous,  no  reason  being  assigned  for 
it  by  the  member  making  it  I  also  thought 
that  an  hou^  should  be  allowed  the  next  day 
to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  make  his 
speech,  a  courtesy  always  extended  to  a  Sen- 
ator irrespective  Of  his  subject.  I  also  thought 
that  the  important  business  of  the  country 
required  that  the  Senate  should  continue  in 
Be8sk>n^  and  not  lose  two  days  by  an  unneces- 
sary adjournment  over.  I,  of  course,  meant  no 
disrespect  to  the  Senate  bv  abaentine  m^elf 
for  a  rew  minotei;  but  my  desire  was  tnatifthe 
Senate  was  left  withoot  a  quorum  it  would 
necessarily  adjourn  over  till  the  next  day^  and 
thus  continue  to  transact  the  public  business 
of  the  country,  and  especiaHv  to  act  upon  the 
bill  to  remove  political  disabilities  from  the 
southern  people.  I  regret  that  the  efifect  was 
not  such.  My  constituenta  (as  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  calls  my  people)  will  see  that 
my  course  was  to  promote  legislation  and 
attention  to  the  public  intereet,  aa  well  as  to 

§  reserve  the  consistency  and  dignity  of  the 
enate,  in  allowing  th^  able  and  eloquent 
Senator  firom  Kentucky  the  customary  privi- 
lege of  addressing  the  Senate  on  a  matter  of 
public  moment. 

I  have,  I  am  sure,  oftea  observed  that  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  was  absent  from  his 
seat,  and  also  to.  leave  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  I  am  oonfident  that  my  public  record  of 
votes  will  compare  favorablv  with  his ;  but  I 
never  questioned  or  alluded  to  the  motives 
of  Senators  for  Jeaving  the  Chamber  when 
votes  were  being  taken  on  important  measures, 
or  of  absenting  themselves  from  their  seats ; 
it  might  have  been  considered  discodrteous 
to  have  done  so,  and  I  have  not  had  either 
the  taste  or  inclination  to  hold  up  the  course 
of  anv  Senator  in  respect  to  his  votes  or  his 
attenoance.  There  is  something  diie  to  4mr 
relations  here,  as  well  as  to  the  dignity  and 
character  of  the  body,  which  should  prevent 
any  such  exhibitioou  On  no  occasion  have  I 
avoided  a  vote  on  any  public  or  private  measure. 
Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  Mr.  Presflent,  of  coarse. 
I  can  have  no  controversy  with  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Maryland,  whom  I  respect 
verv  muchj  and  I  certainly  wish  to  inform  aim 
and  the  Senate  that  he  and  everybody  else  is 
entirelv  at  liberty  to  hold  up  to  public  observa- 
tion all  of  my  votes  in  and  all  of  my  absences 
from  this  Cbzunber.  I  think  it  a  pity,  rather^ 
that  everybody's  absence  from  this  Chamber 
is  not  held  up  to  public  observation,  because 
th^n,  perhaps,  more  of  us  would  attend.  If 
ray  hoDorable  friend  from  Maryland  can  show 
the  public  of  this  country  any  instance  in  which 
I  have  sat  in  mv  seat  here  until  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  and  then  declined  to  answer, 
when  it  was  generally  known  that  my  name 
alone  would  either  f^  to  make,  if  I  did  not 
•nswer,  or  make  if  I  didj  a  quorum  of  the  body 
upon  a  proper  motion  made  publicly,  then  I 
am  bouud  to,  say  that  I  shall  justify  him  in- 
asking  the  people  of  this  countJ^  to  condemn 
my  course  as  being  not  only  unlaithful  to  my 
constitueots  and  unfaithful  to  the  Senate,  but 
in  violation  of  an  express  rule  of  the  SenatCi 
being  the  sixteenth,  which  declares : 

"  Y^^  ^^  1^*^  ^^^  ^^^^  "hall  b«  oalUd  for  by 
one  nnh  of  thoBeuators  present,  each  Senator  callea 
upon  shall,  uoleee  for  Special  reasons  he  be  exonsed 
by  the  Bepate,  declare  openly  aad  without  debate, 
his  assent  ox  oisseat  to  the  question." 

My  honorable  friend  says  that  this  motion 
to  acyourn  o? er,  which  he  thus  took  the  occa- 
sion to  attempt  to  defeat,  was  made  without 
any  reason  for  it  beiqg  assigned.  If  my  hon- 
orable friend  had  looked  into  the  Globe  he 
would  have  seen,  I  do  not  doqbt,  because  I 
said  it-^  have  not  looked  into  the  Qlobe 
myself— that  I  stated  q^qiressly  as  tlie  gromnd 


of  my  motion  for  ac(joumiQg  over  the  pro- 
motion of  the  public  business,  stating  the  fact 
that  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  among 
others  was  engaged  upon  an  important  bill, 
the  legislative  and  judicial  appropriation  bill, 
which  necessarily  required  the  time  and  care- 
ful attention  of  the  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, as  1  knew,  being  one  of  them,  and  that  it 
would  advance  the  public  business  if  that  com- 
mittee could  have  the  whole  of  Friday  and  pos- 
sibly of  Saturday  to  attend  to  that  bill  durine 
the  day.  That  was  the  ground  and  reason  ox 
my  motion,  which  I  then  stated.  I  have  no 
doubt  my  honorable  friend  from  Maryland  did 
not  hear  it  or  he  would  have  done  me  the  jus- 
tice to  state  it,  instead  of  saying  that  I  made 
an  unusual,  an  unexpected  motion  to  adjourn 
over  without  assigning  any  reason  for  it. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  President,  to  have 
a  controversy  with  a  gentleman  whom  I  respect 
so  much  as  my  friend  from  Maryland  j  but  he 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  on  an 
exhibition  such  as  we  had  on  that  precise  occa- 
sion his  conduct  was  so  marked  that  it  seemed 
unjust  to  the  rest  of  us  who  were  staying  here 
to  attend  to  public  business  that  his  breaking 
up  a  quorum,  as  he  did  for  the  moment,  should 
not  have  received  some  notice  at  the  hands  of 
his  fellow- Senators,  who  may  be  excused  if 
they  believe  that  the^  are  equally  solicitous 
for  the  public  good  with  himself. 

Mr.  VICKERS.  I  heard  no  reason  assigned 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  for  his  motion 
to  adjourn  over,  and  the  Globe  does  not  show 
that  he  (pve  any.  He  assigned  no  reason  in 
my  hearing  forunadjournmeutover ;  and  if  he 
had  done  so  within  the  hearing  of  the  reporter, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  have  been 
inserted  in  the  Globe.  But,  sir,  it  was  a 
simple  motion  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  made 
aftermost  of  the  Seaators  had  left  the  Senate 
Chamber,  not  anticipating  anv  such  motion. 
It  was  near  five  oVlock.  The  Senate  were 
weary  with  an  executive  session.  I  thought 
the  motiou  was  inopportune,  and  my  object  was 
just  as  I  have  slated  to  the  Senate,  to  promote 
the  public  business,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  two 
whole  days;  for  when  I  assigned  the  reason 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  should  have 
the  courtesy  extended  to  him  of  making  the 
address  which  he  had  announced  to  the  Senate 
he  desired  to  make  on  Friday,  I  heard  no  rea- 
son assigned,  even  afterward,  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  for  the  motiou  which  he  made, 
but  he  persisted  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  to  adjourn  over,  notwith- 
standing }  had  made  the  suggestion  that  it  was 
due  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
that  he  should  have  an  op];lortunity  of  address* 
ing  the  Senate  on  Friday. 

PBTITIOMS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  in  iiavor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  benefit  of  schools  in  that  Ter- 
ritonr ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education  and  Labor,^and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

•Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
memorial  of  John  Stevenson,  or  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  remonstrating  against  any  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
establishing  a  religious  test ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  the 
petition  of  T.  A.  Ferguson  and  others,  citisens 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  late  soldiers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  praying  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  givinjg  to  all  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  marines  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  suppression  of  the  late 
rebellion,  and  who  have  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  to  the  heirs  of  those  that  arh 
deceased,  a  bounty  of  $8  88^  f>er  month  for 
the  entire  time  served,  deducting  therefrom 
all  Goverameat  bounty  heretofore  received  by 
them ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 


Mr.  FLANAGAN  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  memorial  of  the  Galveston  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  asking  for  the  return  of  the 
money  collected  as  a  tax  on  cotton ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  the  petitioa  of 
H.  A.  Griffin,  publisher  of  the  Wyandotte 
Enterprise,  of  Wyandotte,  Wayne  cooaty, 
Michigan,  praying  for  such  an  amendment  to 
the  postal  laws  as  will  allow  persons  known  as 
regular  publishers  and  dealers  in  newapapen 
and  periodicals  to  receive  by  mail  aachqaaati- 
ties  of  either  as  they  may  reqnire,  in  balk, 
whether  wholly  or  in  part  printed,  and  pay  the 
postage  thereon  as  receiv^,  at  tlie  same  rain 
pro  rata  as  regular  subscribiers  to  pablicatioM 
weighing  four  ounces,  who  pay  qnarterij  m 
advance ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Albert  Y. 
Phister,  publisher  of  the  Advertiaer,  a  weekly 
newspaper  published  in  the  village  of  Hab- 
bardstown,  Ionia  county,  Michigan,  jprayiag 
an  amendment  to  the  poslal  laws ;  which  jwas 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  eilaaens  of 
Clarksburg,  Michigan,  remonstrating  ayaiait 
a  chau£[e  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  aMtmg  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  soch  articlee  as  aie 
successfully  produced  in  this  conntry ;  which 
was  referred  t<f  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  the  pe^on  of  BUiott 
Elmer  and  others,  late  soldiers  of  the  Atmj 
of  the  United  States  and  citisens  of  tlie  State 
of  Michigan,  prating  the  enaotmeot  of  a  lav 
giving  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  £or 
the  suppression  of  the  late  rebellion^  aad  who 
have  an  honorable  discharge,  and  to  the  heirs 
of  those  that  are  deceased,  a  bounty  of  $8  SS) 
per  month  for  the  entire  time  served,  deduct- 
ing therefrom  all  Government  bounty  heseto- 
fere  received  by  them ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Beojamia 
H.  Curtis  and  others,  late  soldiers  of  the  Araj 
of  the  United  States  and  citizens  of  Miehigan, 
praviog  the  enactment  of  a  law  giTinc  to  all 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  rniUsted  is 
the  service  of  tne  United  States  for  the  sap- 
pression  of  the  late  rebellion,  and  who  have 
an  honorable  discharge,  and  to  the  heirs  of 
those  who  are  deceased,  a  bounty  of  $8  9$i 
per  month  for  the  entire  tame  sesred,  dedaet- 
ing  therefrom  all  Government  bonnty  hereto- 
fore received  by  them ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiais. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citisens  of 
Houghton,  Michigan,  praying  the  eiUl>HahBsettt 
of  another  judicial  district  in  the  upper  penin- 
sula of  that  State ;  which  was  refemd  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  also  nrcMat  two 
memorials,  very  numerously  signei  and  aeariy 
of  the  same  import,  from  a  large  nnmber  of 
lumber  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  the  Stats 
of  Michigan.  I  ask  that  one  of  theee  meao 
rials  be  read ;  and  as  the  bill  to  which  thsy 
relate  is  on  the  Calendar,  let  the  memofmls 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  presents  two  memorials  from  petsons 
interested  in  lumber,  and  asks,  as  they  bear  on 
a  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  that  one  of  theos 
be  read.  If  there  be  no  olgeetion,  it  will  be 
read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  foUows : 

Toih9 Senate  andtke  B<m»e ^ Rupi enmlaHwrn V 4ke 
Uhited  SteUee  in  OtmffremaematbUd^ 

The  onderaifaed,  oitioent  of  Miohisaa,  rosfoot- 
faUr  show,  that  while  wo  have  doop  tyBpathy  Cm' 
Chicago,  more,  porhapf,  than  wo  should  hava  bad 
we  not  alto  raffered  heavily  bv  tho  Area  last  iUl,  wo 
stroDf  ly  romoDetrate  asainet  the  paaoaco  ef  the  bill 
^rantios  remiaaioa  of  doties  oa  maforiali  to  bo  aaod 
iQ  rebuilding,  imported  into  Chioaso  doctac  tho  aozt 
year,  for  the  foUowinf  roasoao : 

Jjwgo  traota  of  pino  laadf  were  bwned  over 
last  £01  and  tho  tiaibor  kiUod,  aioeh  ef  U  bolat 
burned  at  the  roots,  to  thai  tbo  kith  winds  laMti 
prottrato.  thoroby  lartoly  inorossiaff  the 
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UTini  it.    It  ii  BiUmMsd  Ibit  th«  dtinHM  dwu 

framtfaHsomuiei  c&nnat  be  leia  Uninjar.ODO.amii 

tbg  lower  peniiimUof  HkhifrnB.    In 

sf  tilt  Una  thi  nock  of  Iocs  to  tw  put  i 
will  l>«  UrSBlr  inortued,  m  it  it  h  aeoe 
burnt  Itmbor  must  bo  biatid  In  withli 
baewnei  worthlsHOD  unount  of  borirf 
Alusedook  of  Ion  ia  naor  bMoa  pm 


Tbe  onttiD*  of  the  Ion  in  MIchifBi 
hu  bMB  maile  andu  too  eiprntuio 

in  p«D»d  i&rf  fl  loRn  to  the  Lambern 
Tb*  InmbtrmSD  ofMlablsin  Mi  Wiicniiaiu,  mrcsu}- 
lanaloHnbTtbeflrei.  srennt  IbeonenIagontribBtn 
iKmIr  to  rtbnlld  Chlcoco.  Wa  hmTs  alnidx  btta 
ea  I  led  upon  buvilr  to  uiitt  Ibowwho  bate  been 
'  "  "  lauidbomeiD  onrown  EtMM,  and 
DtDOwbtfjnwdlopiu'  boroiid  our 

Anoibsr  oUcetion  to  thia  bill  is  th«  difllmtt  T  of  so 
■DudlDflhsbr-  '    ■■      ■■  •       • 


baTDedou 


Iitm qnanlltitt of  Inisbcrmay 
B«M  forothar  parPMS  (ban  r« 
Wa  claim  tbkt  tbii  iaclnu 
won*  fbrni  tbia  oonld  ii>a»llr 
fast  tbat  «bat  ti  tlrm  ii  Ul 
aooordiui  to  tbei! 


iponad  freaand 
iiiit  CItloaED. 

'-     "■"niibo 


'i'£Ea?r8bx'LY'&  c".  ud  othsri. 

Tha  memociBia  were  ordereil  to  lis  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  WILSOH  ppcMiDied  n  petition  of  citi- 
zeDs  of  FuDiisjlTBiiim,  prajing  that  a  bounty 
of  $8  aSi  a  moDth  be  ■mnUd  toull  koeorabl; 
diachu^d  Eoldieta  and  uulora  for  ilie  eotire 
time  Mnad,  and  that  the  lweatj(-£ftb  aectiou 
of  tba  act  of  Julj  15,  1870,  be  amended  fo  as 
to  peimit  aoldicraor  laibn  to  eutar  the  amODBt 
of  land  theraio  allowed  without  the  require- 
meutsof  BettlemeDtaildciiltivatioii;  wliicb  wa* 
referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Militmr  Affairs. 

Mr.  TEIIMBQLL  pieMuted  the  petition 
of  J.  A,.  Somerlf.  publisher  of  tbe  Cliroii- 
icle  and  Haiald,  ai  Klmwood,  Peoria  couutjr, 
IllinoiB,  prujlng  an  ameudmeut  to  sectioii  , 
one  bnadred  and  sisty-tno  of  the  bill  foe  the 
rerision  of  the  postal  lawB ;  which  wairafsired 
to  tbe  Commiitee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  NYE  pressDted  a  petiliou  of  aitiseo* 
of  Nevada,  ptajins  for  the  eitablisbmeDl  of 
A  mail  route  from  battle  Mountain  Slatioo,  by 
Tiisc«rora  and  White  Koclc  City,  to  Mouutain 
Citj  I  which  was  referred  to  the  Coninittee 
on  Post  OIBces  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MOBBiLL,,  of  Vermoot,  preaeuled the 
petition  of  Abby  Baker,  of  Bethel,  Termont, 

Erajing  for  a  ipecial  act  of  Coogreaa  toeuable 
er  to  dnw  a  pansioD  from  iha  date  of  the 
deceaae  of  her  son,  who  died  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  iosteard  of  from  the 
date  of  her  appLcotion ;  which  wa^  reiarced 
to  the  CoiDmiUee  on  Feoaiona. 

He  also  pTesented  the  memorial  of  the  Na- 
liaoftl  Bncaau  of  Migration,  prajiii^  liiC  pas- 
sage  of  a  bill  to  iDcorporate  the  Nolioikal 
Bureau  of  Migration  nud  the  Rational  Emi- 
grant and  Homestead  Hooej  Exchange,  Sav- 
mgi  Banit,  Loan  and  Xniat  Cornpau; ;  wiiich 
was  referred  to  tbe  CommiUee  on  Finance. 

He  also  pieseuted  the  memorial  of  E.  B. 
Ward,  Q.  a.  Stcbbins,  and  others,  mambeis 
of  Uie  American  Induitrin]  League,  prajiug 
■neb  legiilution  as  will  give  protection  to 
Americau  industry ;  which  was  referrad  to  the 
Gonuoitiee       ^' 

Ur.   "  " 
Iwrge  n 

MacaaohuMUa,  asking  the  passage  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  payment  of  spoliations  by 
France  on  Ameticsn  commerce  prior  10  tbe 
▼•ar  1801 :  which  wu  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Be  also  pceMirted.ihe  menartaloEthe  Bad-, 
icsl  Reform  Olnh,  of  Philadelphia,  Peoni?!- 
vania,  protesting  agaiait  the  introdiictioa  of. 
Boy-  religious  tests  in  the  Qonstitutjou  of  tiie 
United  States ;  whltih  was  refened  to  tbe  Con< 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary, 

Mr.  SUMNEB.  1  present  alu  the  pegtion 
of  Junes  MacdooaliJt  of  Coierada  Territory, 
■fitting  forth  that  the  lettlement  a^d  dtiil- 


uiidu _, 

subject  from  Con^essi  aod  detnii  it  import- 
ant to  the  sale  of  those  lands.  I  move  Uie 
ceference  of  the  petition  to  th«  Commiitae  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

The  mation  was  agreed  to. 
.  Mr.  8EJMNEE.  I  also  preKut  a  peti- 
tion of  merefaaati  of  Beaton,  aetling  fbith  the 
destwatlon  ef  tbe  wahvi  in  Behring's  etraiti 
■ad  in  tbe  ¥>Bters  of  the  northern  Paoifie,  say- 
ing that  unless  it  be  arrealed  tbe  walrns  will 
be  entirely  destroyed  and  die  people  on  tbe 
eoanwill  saffer.  Titer  pray  Ooa^reM  to  anaet 
«nch  laws  protecting  the  walnis  lo  Ike  antic 
seas  as  Bbalt  aeem  heat  adapted  to  Neare  tbat 
end.  I  move  Ike  refcreace  of  Ais  petition  to 
dM  CooiBtttee  on  OoMmerce. 
^h*  notiaa  wasagieMl  to. 
^^Vr.'SQHNBR  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Seott  and  one  hnndred  and  thiHy  others,  of 
Sacramento,  California,  praying  tbe  poeuge 
oftheanpplementaTt  civil  nghts  bill;  which 
IMS  ordered  to  lie  on  the^ table. 
'  H»alsopr«M«ted  a  petrtion  of  cilitens  of 
Arie,  Pennsylvaniai  praying  the  pasnage  of 
the  En p piemen tary  dtil  rights  bHI ;  which  was 
orderwl  to  tie  On  the  table. 

He  also  presented  another  petition  of  citi- 
zeni  of  Ene,  FennsylTsinia,  praying  ^e  pas- 
sage of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  bill; 
•rbich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tht  lable. 
'  frfi-.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  petition 
ffoa  Hikon,  North  Carolina,  in  which  the 
petitibners  say  (hat  they  "sincerely  entertain 
tbe  opinion  that  if  the  bill  shonld  become  a 
law  the  last  relic  of  tlavery  mil  bare  disap-'  [ 
peared."     I  move  xbnt  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Th«  mation  was  agreed  to. 
'\,SIt.  SDMNER.  I  also  present  a  similar 
peiltioD  signed  by  all  the  colored  members  of 
the  Legif^lature  of  Looisiana,  forwarded  to  me 
l>^  Mr.  Pinchback,  who,  I  understand,  is  the 
president  of  the  senate  of  Louiaiana.  I  move 
that  it  lie  on  the  tnble. 

The  molioQ  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FKNTON.  I  present  the  remonstrance 
of  citivenB  of  UcOrawville,  Cortland  county. 
New  York,  against  f-i^D  ting  a  pension  to  Fred- 
erick Qarlick,  and  I  desire  the  attention  for  a 
moment  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Pensions.  This  remonstrance  relates  to  a 
bill  'nUcb  has  passed  tbe  House  of  Kepre- 
seolallves  and  is  now  before  the  Commitlee 
ou  Peusions.  I  move  its  refeieuce  to  Uie 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FSNTON  prasanted  the  pelibioB  of 
Baby  F.  Plane,  praying  that  she  be  gmoted 
arreaqs  of  pension ;  tvhioh  was  referred  to  the. 
Committee  on  Ptesioaa. 

Mr.  SCHDBZ  presented  a  memorial  of  oh* 
hundred  and  t«elve  citiseas  of  Waahin^too, 


of  Coluiabia,  remonstrating  agsinst  a 
)posed  amcDdnent  lo  tbe  Constilntrea  Tee- 


Dgnisisg  "  Qod  as  the  soqree  of  all  aatborlty 
and  power  in  eivil  goTemaant,"  and  Ae 
"Iioril  Jesus  Chiiat  .as  the  Bolar  among 
nalians,  and  His  revealed  will  a^t.tbe  sapreBie 
authority }''  wbicb  was  rafercftd  to  t^e  C«m- 
mitiae  on  the  Judiaiafy. 
Mr.  HAULIN  pMseated  a   meMorial  of.. 


dealers  of  Sacramento,  California,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  law  regulating  the  sale  ot 
distilled  spirits:  which  was  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Ea  also  presented  the  petition  of  James 
H.  Carleton,  lieutenant  colonel  United  States 
Army,  praying  remuneration  to  his  children 
for  property  destroyed  by  United  Stales  foroea 
at  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Cslifornia,  asking  the  establishment 
of  a  weekly  mail  route  from  Weaverville, 
Trinitv  county,  via  Minersville,  to  Trinity  Cen- 
tre, Trinity  county,  CaUfomia ;  whiob  was 
referred  to  tbe  Commitlee  on  Post  Offices  and 
PostBoads. 

Mr.  MOBTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Indiaoa,  praying  that  a  bonnt^  of 
$8  SSi  per  month  be  granted  to  all  soldwn, 
seamen,  and  marines  who  served  in  the  late 
warforthesuppresaionof  therebellion  ;  which 
was  reftned  to  the   Committee   on   Hililary 

Mr.  MOBTON.    I  present  a  petitioa  from 


national  difficulties  by  arbitration,  and  avoid- 
ing war,  in  whioh  they  say  that  "we  hailed 
with  joy  tbe  recent  arrangement  by  which  tha 
settlement  of  the  differences  between  our  Qov- 
etnmentand  tbalof  Oreat  Britain  was  referred 
court  of  high  commiiaion,  and  we  re- 
'  "  eatreat  that  the  altentioa  of  the 
and  of  Congress  may  be  earnestly 
directed  to  tbe  promotion  of  arrangements  for 
the  settlement  of  any  fatvre  national  differ- 
ences ^at  nuy  arise  byaibitmtion  rather  than 
by  resort  to  the  sword."  I  move  the  reference 
of  the- petition. to  tbe  Commitlee  on  Foreign 
BelatioBS. 

notioD  was  agreed  to. 
MOBTON.  I  present  also  a  petition 
of  nnmerons  eltiMDS  of  Indianapolis,  in  which 
they  tar  that  "wa,  tbe  nndenigned.  ciiisens 
of  Uie  United  States,  being  denied  the  enjo}' 
meat  of  rights  and  privileges  that  our  citizen- 
sbipnami  oar  manhood  entitle  ns  to,  do  most 
earnestly  and  rMpectfclly  pray  your  honorn.h1e 
body  to  paii  the  mil  now  pending  in  the  Sen- 
ate, known  as  the  '  sctpplementary  civil  rights 
bill,'  being  Senate  bill  No.  »9,  entitled  'An 
net  to  protect  all  eitisens  of  tbe  United  Stales 
in  their  civil  rights,  and  to  furnish  the  means 
fbr  their  vindieMion.'  "  I  move  that  tbe  peti- 
tion lie  on  the  table. 

The  BetioB  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOBTON.  I  also  present  the  petition 
of  Utter- carriers  of  Indianapolis,  praying  for 
the  postoge  of  a  law  increasing  their  compen- 
sation:  and  I  especially  desire  to  ask  the  atleii- 
tion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  And  Post  Boads  to  the  facts  staled,  as 
I  think  the  case  made  out  ia  a  vcrj'  strong  one. 
I  move  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  thai 
committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOBTON  i^esented  a  petition  of  one 
bondred  and  ainety  cittcens  of  Ohio,  late  sol- 
diem  of  the  Uaited  Slates,  praying  for  ibe 
pauaf*  of  an  act  granting  a  boanty  of  $8  38^ 
a  moatk  to  all  hon(»*bly  discharged  soldiera 
and  sailota  for  the  entire  time  served,  and  for 
•■  anaadaent  lo  the  twenty-fifth  section  of 
the  Bot  Approved  July  16,  1870,  so  as  to  per- 
mit aoldiMa  or  sailora  to  eater  the  amount 
of  laad  therein  allowed  without  the  reqoirc- 
meats  of  setttemeat  and  cnltirstiom ;  which 
was  rafecied  to  the  Committee  on  Military 


speot fully  e 
President  a 
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Mr.  THDRMAN  presented  a  peUtioa  of 
cWmu  ef  <Miio,  praying  a  uodificaiioa  of  the 
Imr  in  velaiUon  to  the  sale  of  stamped  envel- 
opeai  which  was  referred  to  Iha  Committee  on 
Peat  OfficM  and  Foat  Boads. 

Mr.  SHBBMAN  j 


of  $8  8U  #  montl)  be  granted  to  all  honorably 
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di^dnorged  soldiers  and  sfliloftf  fyr  thtretl^tS 
time  serml,  aind  an'  tfrnendiMnt  totb«  Cfl^rit;f' 
fifth  Bectiotv  6f  the  act  approved  July  1&,  18^, 
80  as  to  permit  soldiers  Or  sailors  to  ent^  tk& 
amoant  of  land  therein  altoi^ed  without  the 
re<{iiiremefits  of  settleraewt  and  culti^^sftibn': 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Iftli^ 
tar^  Affairs. 

Me  also  present  the  petition  of  Adyraer  Bil- 
low, pnblisher  of  th«  Crestline  Adv^)eatfe,  of 
CrWtline,  Crawford  county,  OhiO|  prayings  an 
amendment  to  section  one  hnndVed  and  siaety^ 
two  of  the  bill  (6v  tbef  revision  of  (he  postaf 
laws;  which  wlur  refsited  to  the  Coiliniittee  dn 
Post  Oticea  and  Poert!  Roads. 

Mr.  POOI/^pre«*ent!€«*the  petition  of  Ja«etf 
R.  Harrold,  of  Maryland,  prayingf  Cotnnf^' 
ssCibn  for  property  tnken  and^  destroyed  by 
United  States  forces^  dnrinsr  the  war  of  the^ 
rebcAHon ;  whibh  wa»  referrra'  te^  the  Cotmnit- 
tee  on  Claims. 

I0r.  OSdOftN  presented  the>  pe^fntfri  of 
Ellen  C.  Lon^,  dangtkfet  of  thc^  ftite  RMafd 
K.  Call,  praymjf  that  the  Government  psfyBe^ 
a  judgment  obtained  by  ber  fath^  a^mst  the 
United  Stader ;  which  was  referred^  to  the*  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  oMered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT  pifeSemted  ^  petition  of  cttkeWs* 
of  Pennsylvania,  pra3fing  thsft  a  bouttty  of 
$8  831^  a  month  be  granted  toalihonf^^bly 
discharged  soMiers  aiid=  ealh>n^  for  tiio^eWit^ 
time  served,  aftidan  sM>endment  io'th^  ^enty- 
fifth  section  of  the  anst  approved  Joly  16,  1870^ 
so  as  to  allow  soldters  or  sai!oi%  to  etif'ei'tli^ 
amount  of  lawd  therein  iriloMed  withmtt'  th^ 
re<{airem«nts  of  settlement  ^&  akltivWiott ; 
which  wae  ref^rrrad  tO'tbs  Coitfm^ee'oH  Mfti- 
tarv  AiBftirs. 

&  also' presented  tl^e  peiMum  of  Jie^  B. 
Schiedt,  late  private  company  F,  on^  l6Hft& 
dred  and  nineteenth  PeniM^kainia'tolttntefers, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pensfan ;  «tiicfar#as 
refemd  to  the  Comnliltee  oa  Pensioaat 

He  also  preaentied  Bf  m^oMrral  of  wodiing** 
nnu  engaged  in  the  Gap  niclkel  m.tfi«»  atod 
furnaces,  oitbens  of  Lancaster  cotmtgrr  Peon* 
sylvaniftt  remonstrating  against-  a'  ehii^  of 
the  existing  tariff  laws'  afaHiUing  oar  ttbohfihtng 
duties  apon  sueh  articles  a#  are  saccefefdlir 
produced  in  this  country  *,  which  wa»refsrreo 
to  the  Committee  on*  Finanoe. 

He  also  presented  a  memoriAl-  of  workers* 
in  the  Pittsonrg  iron-works,  ottixenaf  of  West 
PittabiHrg,  Pennsylvania',  remonelmlMigApahMt 
a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  lawvakatul^or 
abolishing  duties  upoa»#iich  atiielseaeiareaic- 
cessfully  produced  in  this  coun^;  n^Hch.was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers 
in  the  Union  iron-works,  citizens  of  Alleghany 
City,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  a 
change  in  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  on  such  articles  sls  are  sue- 
cessfullv  produced  in  this  country  ;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  workers 
in  Byers,  McCullough  9  Co.^b  rolling-mill, 
citisens  of  Pittsburf,  PensyivirtD^  remon- 
stratiDff  against  a  change  in  tb«eifilliMf»lliriff 
laws  abating^  or  aboliahing^  dvtlies^  tlpcw  amh 
articlea  as  are  anecessftiHy  pimdaee^  ki  €Mft< 
country ;  which  was  reibrTed' to  the  OodHRltlfee 
on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  •  memorial  of  the<««¥kem 
in  the  Black  Diamond  steelt-w^ofrkr,  dAieewi  of 
Alle|;faany  andPittsbarg)  Pemsyhraoiay  i^on- 
stratii^  a^nst  a  change  in  the'  exMnif  twriff 
laws  abating  or  abofishinf  dotfer  Mpon  itch 
artioletf  as  are  successlblly  prodtfoed  in  tferiv 
country;  which  was  referred  to  the  ComstkHee 
on  Fio«nce. 

Mr.  BORBMAN  premnteda.p«titiett  of  W^ 
Ham  MoMailea  avvd  twenty*  nine  olkera^  latie* 
aoldiera  of  the  United  Stateay  and  catlfledtfof 
Wheelinfl;,  West  Virginiav  praVinf  tb8ta>beiMty 
of  $8  ast  amontb  bvgnmted  te^  il^k<monMy 
diathaiiged  aoldiera  and  sailetf  for  theefldre 
term  aerved  and  that  the  twenty-fifUi  aee^on  of 


ClMFMVajMi  {H^HS&omf  16, 187w,  btf  M  atbetid^  tf 
Cb*  permit  SbldiertrofMilorsti^^titerf&e'atilomSt 
6f  1M<I  tlferelrijffioired  WfCfieulfthe  re^nii'd- 
tfe^W  &f  StfMiAtfent  fCmr  etntivatrOli  •  which 
v»»  f«fefretf  t&  tKe  06ttAi«tb«  t^  Milit^Kty 

Her  al^  pMsettt^  thw  peifteldn  of  WitHani 
H.  Fisher  and  fifteen  otlmM;  s61d!\M  df  Jef- 
ferson county,  OhvO,  jmyiri^tftat  il'boniitt  of 
$8^  9Zi  per  menth  be  grtot^  tirsAl  hononAly 
diScba^d  soMierr  aiad  sailomlbf  ther  entire 
tevB*  aervedv^  Mf  thafr  aif  aaneflfdiilen^  bi»  made 
to  the  tweMy-fifth*  sectibn  of  th^  ant'Spprofed 
July  lr5^  1870,  SO"  aw  to  permit  Boldiei^  or 
sailors*  to  enter  tile*  amomvk  of  laa^  tiMreiv 
aUowed*  wkhoiK  tlse  refyairemeiitr  6f  setlde*' 
meni  and  cnltivalion ;  which-  waw  refenM  to 
that  Committee  o«  MiUtary  Afiatrs. 

Mr.  VICfiMB  preeeiied  Hiv  |V9titlon  of 
Catharine  Middleto»,  Mary  H.  BtiaeoVf  and 
Eleai»or  Torrance,- widewa  of  deceased^aoldiers 
of  t^  war  of  1812,  prajfiog-ibr^i  ameodownt 
of  the  pension  laws;  which^aa  referred  to  ik0 
Committee' on  Pensions. 

Ho  also  presented  the  petition  of  Smith  ^ 
Kicodemus  and  forty  otbe^tax-ljayeraof  tJ^ 
city  of  BidtimorOt  Itar^land^  JKf^nff'  ^^^  ^^ 
duty  on  salt  be  repealed ;  which  was  referred 
to.^ie  Committee  oo  1*  inaoce*         ^ 

He  also  presented  the  petitipa  of  Sdiipatrlok 
^  Boggs  and  thirty-nine  qtberSf  tax-payiisrs 
of  the  oit}(  of  Baltimor<er  Mai^laadr  praying^ 
that  the  duty  on  salt  be  ffepewdf*,.  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented' a  mwinoriaVof 
enwelopa  manufa^to^rs^  stationerst  4Ee.,  oiti- 
zens  or  Richmond,.  Yirgioiiw  against  the  man- 
ufacture ami  lale  of  .stamped  envelope*  Uy  the 
Government ;  ^^jfb  was  reread  to  the  Coi&- 
mittee  oo  Post  Offices  ao4  Post  Roadsi 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  twopetitionrof 
citiMns  of  Pennsylvania,  soldi^s  of  the  late 
imt,  pi^yinjdf  that  a  bouncy  of  $9  i^  a  nionth 
be'Mntetf  fi>  allhbtfoiNit^lVdiMhdrgetf  iToldiers 
and  ^itors-for  ther  eutim^t^  served',  tfndthat 
an  amettdmfent  be  mad^to  thi&'tii^entyfiahse^ 
tion  of  thitfan  alpproVed' July  15,  ]%70,  s6  os^ 
to  permit  soldiers  or  sailors^  etit^r  the  amount 
of  land  therein  alYo#^  Without  tJie  require- 
mettts'  of  sHlleilifent  atfd  cultivation ;  which 
were  referred  to  th^  Comttftttee  on  Military 
AflWrs^.      ^__ 

I^  also'tMietfettteds^nHiJn&orSttl  of  worket^in 
the>  ADiMtdwtt'  roUing^tkkW,  cf tttens"  of  Allen- 
to#n,  iMhlgli'  connty,  PennsylvaiiTtfj  pra^ng 
a  repeal  cff  the  duti^  nnoir  tea^,  com.  and 
Other  articfes  of  iVeceMity,  and  soch  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  ttfrtff  dntier  air  will  protect  home 
industry;  which  was  refMvd  to  t^cf  Commit» 
tee  on  Finance. 

He  altoa  presented  df  memorial  of  William 
ltt|flft»rattd  sei^entgr-nifteoHiersf  iM¥ti!er»in*the 
Tat9oii}riehoiHS«ii»w«ift#of  PMlMdelphla,  Fetonh 
sylvanis,  praying  a  repeah  of  the  duties  open 
tefli  oeflee,  md  othett^attiele«of  necetaity,  and 
for  Aoh'  tm  ndittmrnM  tf  tiAr  tariff  duties  as* 
wiltpMiacYhdm^ttdttetty;  iHri^WaffrefiKrred 
to  thtfOMttttrine^  off  Finance. 

H«Frflee  pvesentvd  m  nrateorial*  of  John'  Car- 
rM  dud  one  biigJm»a>id  fiC^otbe^.  workerv 
ivthvWaahffigtonwMfcs'of  Soufb  Fkts^ftfit, 
PenasylvwBffa,  pn^ftog  s^  rt^i^sA*  of  the  d^tiea 
ii]pett  t^!^  coffiv,  wi^  fAkitst  art^ciles  of  rteees^ 
sity,  and  for  such  an  a^esimeiAt  of  the  tariff 
datieeae  wiM  prottoet  home  ladastty;  wtteh 
wwref^fvetil  to  tbwCk>mjMftlcfe  on  FinatfOA 

Mk  WHKI&T  pmeeuted*  g  resolotion  of  t&e 
IieglslMarv  of  I«im,  iri  fk^^ft  of  tier  sseedy 
passage  of  the  apportionment*  bM;  i^ieh'Wais 
ok^emi  tv  lie  on  tii^  tuMat 

Mt.  CLAYTON  prewnted(  a*  mentforilril  of 
this  Boavd  o^Tfa«Me#of  tke  Indtnftria>  Vvrhtf- 
sity  of  the  State  of  ArkttttMW^  ntf^tag  th&m»>^ 
sage  of  an  ae»  re^lifatt  thre  Secretary  or  the 
Imeriof  teiii^e^aBd  delrvc^th^  eblle^e^serip 
to  ther  Smie  of  AHiaimat  mhkk  is  uxfW  tHtb- 
heW>  by  ths»  dftee^  m  eeemti^  k/e  eeHain 
indebteidness  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  W  ifre 
Chickiuiaw  Indian  tmrt  ftind  incnrretf  prior  to  || 


tS«rMrr6Mlitin;  ^idlt#ie^  r^erred  to  Ik 
OMhmittee  on  Indian  Aiffisirs. 

Mr.  HBLLOOG.  Mr.  Presidc&t,  I  have 
jttst  receive  it  telegram  fromi  New  Orlecas 
embodying  a  petition  from  twelve  or  fiileeaof 
the  largest  mercantile  firm*  of  the  city  mari- 
in^  the  rice  interest,  sCnd  a»  it  is  abort  I  a^ 
that  it  b^  read. 

The  VICB  PRESIDENT.  If  tfa«re  W  ae 
olijeetioti,  thepaper  will  bd  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  aa  foUova: 

f  ni«rohMits  r^iireiea 
Sfl^raBts  of  Uoaifiana,  bavinir  the  iB^arasi  ef 

COMtitl 

youaoc 
9ho«-  ii 

hooorAbU-  _ 
ric«.  M  saoh  »  meware  would  be  raiaoaa  to  th«  rm 
dultare  of  thia  Stato,  wbioh  is  and  has  been  for  amr 
^alyoact  past  oao  of  oar  aoat  impwtaat  aarioti- 
td^at  ia^ustrles. .  Our  Logiilatiiro  will  pa«a  rwola- 
Uons  U^  .that  .affoot  ihoruy.'aad  will  ask  «|  jmt 
Don'oraoCfrboajr  to  oso  your  infloooee  ia  dawatlas 


DLL  A  00, 
A?D.  SAL^Xf , 

Sn^^NA§^$^Aiir. 

the^yiC^  PRBSID^irr.  Aw  tb^eonteati 
of  this  paper  hare  been  disclosed  by  ftafetfi- 
votfj  the  Chair  must  state  that  h  bear  been  de- 
cided by  the  Senate  that  telMnuoa  or  letters 
anld'ressed  to  Senators  askfng  thetn'  to  Tote^f? 
orebfi'On  any  measure  pendiiHf  befer^  Ooo- 
glf^SMs'Were  not  petitions  or  uwiMoiftfla.  They 
must  be  addressed  to  the  Senate  itael£  T^ 
OiMt  does  not  miike  the  point ;  but  it  b^i^ 
i«ttd  in  f^l,  that  Iket  is^discloietf.  If  titei^ 
be  no  objection,  boWerrer,  the'  ps^per  wifi  he 
i^sftrred  to  the  Committee'  on  Pimnroe. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Iton^^itottabereftrred. 

HA*.  POMEROY.  I  wislrta  anrike  this  point 
fiboilt  it :  there  it  mi  importaiioe-iii  it  atf  con- 
nected with  this  particular  telegrmm,  hat  I 
mal^  the  point  that  s  memorial  or  &  petinoe 
cannot  be  sent  by  teleq^taph.  It  nfoat  be  ^gaed 
bt  s6me  one;  it  inusi  be  an  8ietu«I  dbcmtfm. 
There  is  no  importantee  attachied'  to  chSa  poSat 
in  thii^case ;  Imt  the  time  wilt  coibe  possibly 
when  it  may  be  of  some  importcnee.  We  have 
no^  koo^edge  that  a  telej^ranr  it  &it  orighttl 
document 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair,  bow 
eter,  baff  stated  on  the  othef  poinr  vfaiefr  has 
been  ruled  repeatedly  in  the  Settkie',  that  kt- 
te¥s  addresise^to  Senators  asking  tb^  to  voce 
ptc^  or  donr  on  any  nreasnre  are  noc  petition 
or  memorials  within  the  laognage  of  ute  nde. 
If  they  were  alloired  Uf  be*  pmented  ife  peii- 
tions,  the  whole  mominif  hour  might  be  cea- 

Mt.  EDMUNDS.  I  make  «igl  point  be- 
Clause  my  friend  from  Loiirisiana  hatf  attaiaed 
his  object,  and  as  a  precedent  it  is  tf  rtSrj  m 
proper  thinfg  to  present  letters  or  paper*  of 
this  kind  here,  because  if  atlow^  we  shMdd 
sometimes* b^ obliged  to  receive  s^  letterihat 
it?  might  be  altog^uier  improper  to  reechi^  at 
all  9o  I  hope  my  friend  from  Lonialaaa  wtfl 
withdraw  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  tekfrem 
will  be  priH^  in  fhit  in  the  GRobe,  aa  it  has 
been  reported  at  thw  Seertftary's  desk|  ann  is 
that  way  th^  object  is^  prob«b^  attsHiei. 

UESSAQX  VROM  tUS  U0U8K. 

A  message  ffoar  tbe  ^ose  of  Rept^eaU 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPbersoh,  its  Clerk,  annooaeed 
Unt  the  Baoee  hsul  paaaad  the  feUeeriaffbilb; 
in  which  the  eoncnxreace  of  the  Seiwe  was 
reqneased: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  Na  IKQ)  makfn|f  a^^propria* 
tiotfe  for  the  ciirreift  and  eenungeikt  exaenses 
of  the  Indian  departmcjhll^  ana  Ibf  fmfifiag 
tfeatrslipttlatioeffwith  rariooa  la^aM  labet 
feit  toe  year  endbi|f  JttnW  Mv  f^^t  •■<  f^ 
otber  purposes; 
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A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  13^)  t6  amend  section 
thirty  fire  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  aot  to  reduce 
internal  taxes,  and  for  other  parposes ;'' 

A  bill  (a.  R.  Ko.  1834)  for  the  relief  of  J. 
W.  Quinn ; 

A  bill  (Q.  R.  No.  18S5)  for  the  relief  of 
XjCvi  Rissell  * 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1886)  for  the  relief  of 
AVilliam  £.  Ward; 

A  till  (H.  R.  No.  1887)  to  anthoriBe  William 
G.  Jardine  to  make  application  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  for  the  issue  of  a  patent 
for  his  improvement  in  brake  and  rest  for 
carts; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1339)  for  the  relief  of 
Chester  C.  To  1  man ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1840)  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Smith  and  Halcjon  Skinner; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1342)  supplementary  to  the 
aot  entitled  '^  An  act  to  prevent  the  extermin- 
ation of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska ;''  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1389)  to  remove  the  polit- 
ical disabilities  of  all  persons  included  by  the 
classes  of  persons  therein  designated. 

WITHDRAWAL  OV  PAPKRS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOGAN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Elisabeth  Hardiog  have  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition  and  papers  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate. 

UOUSB  BILLS  RBFIBRKD. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives were  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and 
referred  as  indicated  below : 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  11^)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  ful- 
filliog  treatj  stipulations  with  various  Indian 
tribes  for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and 
for  other  purposes— to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1888)  to  amend  section 
thirty^veonf  an  aot  entitled  *' An  act  to  reduce 
internal  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes'' — to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  hUl  (H.  R.  No.  1884}  for  the  relief  of 
J.  W.  Quinn — to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1842)  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  *'An'act  to  prevent  the 
extermination    of    fur-bearing     animals    in 
. Alaska" *-to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1889)  to  remove  the 
political  disabilities  of  all  persons  included  by 
the  classes  of  persons  therein  designated — to 
the  select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Politi' 
cal  Disabilities. 

The  following  House  bills  were  severally 
read  twice  by  tueir  titles,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1836)  for  the  relief  of 
Levi  Bissell  * 

A  biU  JH.  R.  No.  1886)  for  the  relief  of 
William  E.  Ward ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1887)  to  apthorize  WUIiam 
C.  Jardine  to  make  application  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  for  the  issue  of  a  patent 
for  bis  improvement  in  brake  and  rest  for 
carts  * 

A  bill  re.  R.  No.  1839)  for  the  relief  of 
Chester  C.  Tolman ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1340)  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Smith  and  Halcyon  Skinner. 

RBP0BT8  OF  GOMMITTKKS. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  547)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi 
river  at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  to  establish  it  as  a  post 
road,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  send  to  the  desk 
two  amendments,  which  I  shall  propose  at  the 
proper  time,  to  the  bill  just  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota. 

The  amendments  were  received,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lauds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
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(S.  N<>.  665)  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road  from  Lake 
St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  samo  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  78)  to  authorise 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  reestab- 
lish the  Monroe  land  district,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana^  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WEST.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  for  the  immediate  consrdefation 
of  that  bill.     It  is  a  mere  local  matter. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Wait  until 
the  morning  business  is  through. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Obpeotion  is 
made  until  the  morning  business  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  (Vom  themme  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H  R.  No.  1182) 
to  create  an  additional  land  district  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  528]  to  continue 
in  force  a  grant  to  toe  State  or  Nevada  for 
college  purposes,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment* 

Mr.  POMEROY.  lam  also  directed  by  the 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
'bill  (S«  No.  546)  relative  to  homestead  set- 
tlers burned  out  in  the  States  of  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  and  Michigan,  a  bill  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Hows,]  to 
report  it  back  favorably,  and  1  have  also  been 
requested  to  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Some  Senator 
on  the  led  has  stated  that  he  should  object 
until  the  morning  business  was  disposed  of, 
and  as  on  Monday  morning  petitions  and  other 
matters  of  morning  business  are  very  numer- 
ous, especially  after  an  adjournment  over  for 
three  aays,  perhaps  the  Senator  had  better 
withdraw  the  report  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  the  bill  go  upon  the 
Calendar. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1074}  providing  for  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  and  river  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  619) 
appropriating  money  for  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  site  and  erecting  a  building  thereon  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  a  cusiom-house,  post  office,  and 
other  Federal  offices,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  CRAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
308)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Washington,  a 
paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  reported 
adversely  thereon,  and  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement :  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBBTT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  46)  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to 

fay^  the    expenses    incurred   in    suppressing 
ndian  hostilities  in  the  Territory  of  Montana 
in  the  year  1867,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  230)  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  M.  Clark,  widow  of  Leon- 
ard Clark,  deceased,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  94)  for  the  relief 
of  Miss  Eeturah  Cole,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds,  towhom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (S.  No.  442)  supplementary  to 
an  act  to  provide  for  a  building  suited  to  the 
use  of  the  post  office,  the  pension  and  revenue 
officers^  and  the  judicial  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
approved  March  8,  1871,  have  directed  me  to 


report  it  back  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature 
of  a  substitute.  I  shall  feel  deeply  indebted 
to  the  Senate  if  they  will  take  up  this  bill  now 
and  pnt  it  on  its  passage.  It  is  a  bill  appro- 
priating  a  certain  sum,  $250,000,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  court-house  and  poblio  buildings  in 
Trenton.  I  will  state  to  the  Senate  that  they 
have  already  three  times  voted  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
report  said  he  had  not  money  enough  and  coold 
not  begin  the  building.  I  introduced  this  bill 
at  the  present  session  apptopriating  $800,000 
for  this  parpose  including  the  site.  The  com- 
mittee have  redneed  that  to  $250^000.  Con- 
gress has  acted  upon  the  matter  heretofore, 
but  the  sum  we  asked  for  was  too  small.  In 
fact  we  are  suffering  from  too  much  modesty. 
If  the  Senate  will  belcind  enough  to  consider 
the  bill  now,  I  shall  feel  deeply  indebted  to 
them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Some  Senator 
on  the  left  has  objected  to  any  unanimous  con- 
sent b^ng  granted  until  the  morning  business 
shall  have  been  concluded.  The  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  however,  has  renewed  the  re- 
Quest,  and  asks  the  present  ebnsideration  of 
the  bill  appropriating  $250,000  fi>r  the  erec- 
tion of  a  public  building  in  Trenton,  Is  there 
objection? 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  have  a  bill  to  pre- 
sent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  objection. 

BILLS INTRODnOKD. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  bv  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  581)  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
establish  under  certain  conditions  a  horse 
railway  upon  and  over^he  island  of  Rock 
Island  and  the  bridges  erected  by  the  United 
State!  connecting  the  oitiea  of  Davenport  and 
Rook  Island  therewith  ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itanr  Affinirs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ne  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
582)  granting  a  pension  to  Alonzo  D.  Cady ; 
which  was  rSeui  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  •btained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  583)  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled ^'An  act  to  revise,  consolidate,  and 
amend  the  statutes  relating  to  patents  and 
copyrights,'!  approved  July  8,  1870;  which 
was  read  twice  oy  its  title. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  desire  to 
say  a  single  word  to  commend  this  bill  to  the 
early  action  of  the  Committee  on  Patents.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  seventy-first  section  of 
the  act  of  July  8,  1870,  provides  that  **any 
person  who,  by  his  own  industry,  genius,  efforts, 
and  expense,  has  invented  or  produced  any 
new  or  original  design  for  a  manufacture,'' 
Ac,  shall  have  a  copyright  upon  it.  Clearly, 
an  act  passed  so  near  tlie  4th  of  July  as  this 
was,  the  8th  of  July,  1870,  ought  to  have  been 
confined  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  if  an  importer  or  a  foreign  manufacturer 
sends  any  article  here  and  registers  his  desien, 
and  pays  ten  dollars  for  it,  ht)  can  prevent  that 
article  being  reproduced  in  this  country  for 
the  space,  I  think,  of  seven  years,  or  some  con- 
siderable time.  Therefore,  our  own  manufac- 
turers cannot  manufacture  any  article  of  hard- 
ware, cannot  reproduce  the  same  pattern  of 
calico,  or  of  mousseline  de  laine,  or  of  a  shawl, 
or  of  a  carpet,  provided  a  forei^  mann^- 
tnrer  or  importer  registers  a  design  and  pays 
this  sum  for  it.  I  only  deem  it  necessary  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Patents 
to  this  bill,  which  proposes  to  confine  this  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  commend  it 
to  their  favor.  I  move  the  reference  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked,  and  by  unanimotta 
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by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  I  have  exam- 
ined tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sacbusetts  with  some  care,  and  I  have  also 
looked  into  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Wisconsin ;  and  while  I  do  not  give  mj 
assent  to  either,  there  are  marked  differences 
between  the  two,  which  I  think  when  properly 
understood  will  drive  the  Senate  from  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts upon  that  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin. 
The  first  distinction,  and  a  very  marked  one, 
is  this:  that  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  he  gives  an  action  for  per- 
sonal damages  to  the  party  aggrieved,  which 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin does  not.  That  will  be  found — though  the 
sections  are  not  numbered  as  they  are  classi- 
fied— in  tbe  second  section  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachosetts,  which 
provides — 

Thftt  any  person  violating  any  of  the  provifrfont 
of  the  foresoinff  soetion,  or  aldins  in  their  viola- 
tion, or  inoltinff  thereto,  shall,  for  every  luoh  of- 
fense, forfeit  and  pay  the  iiun  of  $500  to  the  person 
affsrieved  thereby. 

That  is  omitted  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin.  Another  marked 
distinction  is  that  in  tbe  amendment  of  tbe 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  he  seeks  to  confer 
npon  tbe  United  States  courts  jurisdiction  be- 
tween parties  who  are  citizens  of  the  same 
State ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  civil  action  which 
he  gives  to  the  party  aggrieved,  the  third  sec- 
tion, after  recitmg  that  the  party  may  have 
his  personal  action,  says : 

The  same  jurisdiction  and  powers  are  hereby 
conferred,  ana  the  same  duties  enjoined,  npon  the 
courts  and  officers  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exe- 
cation  of  this  act,  as  are  eonferred  and  enjoined 
upon  such  courts  and  officers  in  sections  three,  four, 
five,  seven,  and  ten  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
protect  all  persons  in  the  United  States  in  their 
civil  rights,  and  to  furnish  tbe  means  of  their  vin- 
dication," passed  April  9, 1866." 

Now  it  is  very  clear  to  any  legal  mind  that 
under  the  Constitution  no  United  States  court 
can  take  jurisdiction  of  civil  actions  between 
parties  who  reside  in  the  same  State.  That 
proposition  I  conceive  to  be  too  clear  for  argu- 
ment. It  needs  only  the  presentation  of  it  to 
any  legal  mind  to  amoont  to  a  conviction. 
Yet  tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas* 
aachusetta  goes  to  that  extent;  he  seeks  to 
give  to  the  United  States  conrta  tbe  power  to 
enforce  an  action  which  a  citizen  of  Georgia, 
for  instance,  who  may  be  ejected  from  a  hotel 
or  ejected  from  a  car  or  from  any  other  public 
conveyance,  or  who  may  have  a  right  of  action 
for  tbe  violation  of  any  of  tbe  clauses  of  this 
act,  mav  have  against  another  citizen  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  enlarge 
upon  that  view  of  this  question.  It  is  a  broad 
distinction,  and  shows  this  to  be  an  unconsti- 
tutional clause.  The  Federal  courts  can  never 
have  the  power,  until  we  change  the  Constitu- 
tion,  to  enforce  any  action  which  any  party 
who  is  a  citizen  of  tbe  State  may  bring  against 
a  citizen  of  tbe  same  State.  And  yet  while 
this  act  does  not  say  in-  express  terms  that 
these  courts  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  civil 
caases,  it  goes  on  to  confer  tbe  power  to  take 
jurisdiction  to  enforce  all  the  preceding  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  which  cover  the  civil  action 
UB  well  as  create  the  penal  offense. 

That  is  tbe  second  marked  distinction. 
There  is  another  distinction.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  seeks  to  punish  marshals 
and  district  attorneys  if  they  do  not  step 
forward  and  advocate  tbe  cause  of  a  paViy 
aggrieved.  If  upon  information  received  by 
them  they  do  not  go  forward  and  prosecute 
the  party  who  has  committed  tbe  alleged 
offense,  he  would  impose  upon  them  a  severe 
penalty.  That  I  consider  very  unjust  to  tbe 
officers  of  the  courts.  If  a  man  has  a  cause, 
either  civil  or  criminal,  it  is  his  duty  to  protect 
himself.  The  courts  are  thrown  open  to  him 
by  this  statute;  he  can  go  in  and  have  bis 
prosecution  or  his  civil  action;  and  yet  tbe 
Senator  ^m  Massachusetts  seeks  to  punish 


any  district  attorney  or  any  marshal  who  de^s 
not  upon  information  go  forward  and  insti- 
tute a  prosecution  for  the  party  aggrieved. 

The  fourth  broad  distinction,  and  a  very 
marked  one,  between  the  propositions  is  this : 
that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  omits  entirely 
all  question  in  reference  to  jurors  in  his  amend- 
ment. He  does  not  seek  to  confer  upon  the 
United  States  courts  or  upon  the  marshals  of 
those  courts  tbe  power  to  select  jurors.  He 
omits  that  question,  as  I  understand,  in  the 
amendment  altogether,  and  he  confines  it 
simply  to  a  reference  to  railroads,  inns,  ceme- 
teries, and  benevolent  institutions,  and  where 
ever  a  party  is  aggrieved  by  being  ejected  or 
refused  admittance  to  any  one  of  these  it  is 
simply  a  penal  offense. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  and  a 
much  greater  question  involved  in  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  It 
w  one,  in  my  opinion,  which  rises  higher  than 
any  wnich  I  have  yet  presented.  It  is  one  of 
more  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
country  than  any  of  the  questions  in  reference 
to  civil  actions,  or  penal  offenses,  or  damages, 
or  the  summoning  of  jurors ;  and  that  ques- 
tion is  this :  the  fifih  section  of  this  amend- 
ment reads  in  these  words : 

That  every  law,  statute,  ordinance,  reculation, 
or  onstom  ioeonsistent  with  this  act,  or  making  any 
discriminations  airaiDst  any  person  on  account  of 
color,  by  the  use  of  the  word  **  white,"  is  hereby 
repealed  and  annulled. 

I  call  the  special  attention  of  Senators  to 
the  language  of  that  section.  Mr.  President, 
tbe  mover  of  this  amendment  is  a  man  of  pro- 
found 4earning;  he  is  a  man  who  has  been  an 
expounder  of  the  Constitution ;  he  has  been  a 
professor^  I  believe,  in  a  law  school;  he  has 
sat  in  this  Senate  for  over  twenty  years,  tod 
he  is  to  be  presumed  to  know  the  force  and 
effect  of  any  words  which  he  incorporates  in 
a  bill.  The  Senator  has  announced  already  to 
the  Senator  from  Pennsvlvania,  [Mr.  Scott,] 
on  an  inquiry  put  a  few  days  ago,  that  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  bis  amendment  as 
offered,  that  there  was  nothing  that  he  desired 
expunged.  It  was  supposed  that  be  had  ac- 
cepted tbe  suggestions  made  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey.  [Mr.  Fbbunohutsin,]  be- 
cause be  felt  that  those  suggestions  were  propen 
and  that  without  them  his  amendment  would 
be  unconstitutional;  but  he  has  announced 
that  he  is  entirely  satisfied  with  the  amend- 
ment as  it  now  stands  before  the  Senate.  I 
savy  therefore,  he  must  be  presumed  to  know 
the  force  and  effect  of  the  language  which  he 
has  used  in  this  section,  and  what  is  it?  Sup- 
pose the  amendment  goes  into  operation,  what 
IS  its  effect  upon  tbe  States;  what  is  to  be  its 
effect  upon  the  State  laws?  It  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  this:  that  in  any  and  every  State 
where  there  is  a  statute,  or  a  law,  whether  it 
be  statute  or  not,  which  inhibits  marriages 
between  whites  and  blacks,  this  section  strikes 
that  statute  or  that  law  to  the  ground. 

In  my  State  there  is  such  a  law.  I  believe 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  there  is  such  a  law,  and 
so  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  I  apprehend 
in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  yet  if  this  amend- 
ment is  to  go  into  effect  every  such  statute 
on  those  statute-books,  from  the  time  this  bill, 
if  constitutional,  is  passed,  will  cease  to  be  in 
force ;  it  will  be  absolutely  void  by  reason  of 
tbe  predominance  of  acts  of  Congress  over 
any  btate  legislation.  Can  there  be  any  doubt 
of  this?  I  have  read  this  clause  carefully;  I 
have  called  tbe  attention  of  several  Senators 
to  this  provision,  and  I  have  met  with  no  one 
yet  who  does  not  agree  with  me  that  tbe  effect 
of  passing  thip  law  would  be  to  abolish  every 
State  law  which  inhibits  marriage  between 
whites  and  blacks. 

Now,  I  ask  Senators  if  they  are  prepared 
for  this  issue?  Are  they  willing  to  vote  that 
tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas'sa- 
chusetts,  incongruous  as  it  is,  shall  go  upon 
this  amnesty  bill,  and  to  declare  to  tbe  people 
of  this  country  that  they  are  willing  that  from 
this  time  henceforth  there  shall  be  no  distinc- 


tion in  this  country,  no  social  distinction,  to 
say  nothing  of  political  distinctions,  between 
the  two  races? 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  prepared  to  believe 
that  tbe  Senate  is  willing  to  go  to  that  length. 
I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  man  here  who 
does  not  feel  the  superiority  of  tbe  white  over 
the  black  race.  While  we  accord  to  the  latter 
political  rights — and  I  will  go  tbe  length  of 
any  Senator  on  thTs  floor  in  securing  the  rishts 
of  the  blacks — there  is  a  distinction  which  nas 
been  marked  by  tbe  Almighty  Himself,  and 
which  every  man  in  bis  manhood  and  in  bis 
pride  recognizes,  between  the  two  races.  If 
you  adopt  this  section,  what  distinction  be- 
tween them  remains?  You  propose  by  the 
amendment,  in  the  first  place,  to  put  the  chil- 
dren together  in  tbe  schools.  There  you  make 
no  distinction.  There  you  teach  tbe  young 
and  tender  mind  by  this  association  that  you 
believe  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  two 
races.  They  grow  up  under  that  early  impres- 
sion until  they  ripen  into  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. You  then  throw  open  the  churches  to 
them.  There  you  allow  them  to  sit  in  the 
same  pews.  The  same  familiar  association 
continues  from  childhood  up  to  manhood,  and 
when  they  have  arrived  at  manhood  you  then, 
by  your  statute,  say  that  if  they  see  fit  to  join  in 
matrimony  there  shall  be  no  impediment  to  it. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  his 
opening  speech  upon  this  question,  took  tbe 
bold  ground,  and  defiantly,  too,  that  he  was 
not  seeking  any  social  equality ;  it  was  sim- 
ply *'equahty  before  the  law,''  an  expression, 
I  believe,  which  originated  with  the  honor- 
able Senator.  I  would  ask  him  or  any  other 
Senator,  if  the  clause  to  which  I  have  called 
attention  shall  be  enacted,  what  disiiociion 
will  then  exist  between  the  whites  and  blacks 
in  a  social  point  of  view?  If  they  are  edu- 
cated together,  if  they  |;row  up  together,  if 
they  are  in  familiar  association  all  the  days  of 
their  lives,  and  are  allowed  to  marry,  what 
other  distinction  can  there  be  drawn  of  a  social 
nature  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
can  point  out? 

To  my  mind  this  amendment  is  exceedingly 
abhorrent;  I  revolt  from  it;  and  I  b^  that 
Senators  here  will  consider  well  not  only  the 
other  distinctions  which  I  have  drawn  between 
the  amendment  of  tbe  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
and  that  offered  by  tbe  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, but  that  they  will  consider  well  the 
latter  amendment  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  marriage  between  whites  and  blacks  before 
they  ever  commit  themselves  iif  this  Senate  and 
before  this  country  to  a  declaration  that  hence- 
forth there  shall  be  no  distinction  of  race  or 
color. 

I  rose,  Mr.  President,  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  pointing  out  at  this  particular  time  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  distinctions  between  the 
two  amendments.  I  did  not  rise  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  merits  of  either  amend- 
ment itself.  I  may  at  some  other  time  do  thJEit. 
I  think  the  whole  amendment,  every  clause  of 
it,  as  well  as  that  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  is  unconstitutional,  and  I  shall  place 
my  vote  upon  that  ground.  I  cannot  consci- 
entiously vote  for  either  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  propose  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  my  col- 
league, and  not  for  tbe  amendment  moved  by 
tbe  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  I  vote  for  it  for 
the  reason  that  it  does,  in  the  clearest  and 
most  positive  manner,  make  illegal  nil  diutinc- 
tions  un  account  of  color.  The  Senator  from 
Qeorgia  talks  of  the  superiority  of  one  race 
over  the  other.  Whateverdifferences  of  opin- 
ion there  may  be  in  regard  to  that  proposition, 
one  thing  is  clear,  that  there  should  be  no  dis- 
tinction recognized  by  the  laws  of  tbe  land. 
The  laws  of  this  Christian  and  democratic  Ue- 
public  should  not,  must  not  recognize  distinc- 
tions among  citizens.  1 1  is  because  this  amend- 
ment strikes  at  this  idea  that  I  shall  vote  for 
it.  The  Senator  from  Georgia  must  remember 
that  we  have  been  moving  in  tbe  direction  of 
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discrimination  as  to  color  in  the  matter  of  vot- 
ing, because  that  is  expressly  conferred  upon 
this  Government,  and  goine  a  step  furtner 
and  laying  npon  them  an  inhibition  to  make 
no  such  legpsfation  in  filling  offices.  The  right 
to  serve  in  the  jury-box  strikes  roe  as  a  polit- 
ical right  like  that  of  serving  on  the  bench. 
It  is  not  inherent  in  a  citizen.  If  it  was,  a 
woman  would  have  as  much  right  to  serve  in 
the  jary-box  as  a  man.  A  woman  is  as  much 
a  citizen  as  a  man,  and  alwayd  has  been  under 
ihis  Qovemment.  The  political  right  to  be  a 
judge,  the  political  right  to  be  a  sheriff,  the 
political  right  to  be  the  clerk  of  a  court,  the 
political  right  to  serve  as  a  juror,  seem  to  me 
to  fail  into  the  same  class  and  belong  to  those 
political  rights  as  to  which  the  States  always 
nave  discriminated  and  may  still  discriminate. 
The  right  to  testify  in  court  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  those  inherent  privileges  that  belong 
to  a  citizen  which  the  State  cannot  impair  \ 
but  that  ie  different  from  the  political  right  to 
serve  as  a  juror  or  judge ;  at  least  it  seems  so 
to  me. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  in- 
dulge me  for  a  moment  in  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Frblikohutsin.]  I  should  like  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  language 
used  here  that  does  not  apply  to  congres- 
sional legislation ;  for  instance  the  word  *'ordin- 
ance''  could  not  refer  to  any  legislation  of 
Congress.  It  would  refer  to  a  constitutional 
provision  which  would  be  higher  than  the 
statutes,  and  this  statute  could  not  repeal  any 
ordinance  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States. 

Again,  the  w6rd  *' custom''  being  used 
shows  that  it  relates  to  the  States,  ^canse 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  custom  in  United 
States  law ;  it  is  all  positive  law.  Then  come 
In  State  statutes  and  State  common  law,  which 
shows  clearly  that  the  drawer  of  this  amend- 
ment intended  it  should  reach  every  State  reg* 
ulatiou  which  prohibited  marriages  between 
whites  and  blacks. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  inouired  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  when  he  introduced  this 
amendment  wherein  it  differed  from  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  I  understood  him  to  state  quite  con- 
cinefy  the  difierence.  The  Senator  from 
Georgia  replied  more  hi  length,  in  which  he 
said  the  difference  among  other  things  oo»- 
eisted  in  this :  that  it  repealed  the  law  they 
had  in  Georgia  against  the  intermarriage  of 
white  and  black  people.  I  did  not  know  that 
they  hftd  any  saoh  law  in  Georgia,  but  I  have 
known  for  many  years  since  we  commenced 
Uie  agitation  of  this  anti-slavery  struffgle  our 
Democratic  friends  were  always  afraia  that  we 
should  bring  about  a  state  of  things  wfaeroby 
people  of  one  color  would  be  allowed  to  marry 
those  of  another,  and  I  have  known  them  to 
go  so  far  as  to  pass  a  law  restraining  them- 
selves from  marrying  black  women.  I  have 
oever  felt  the  necessity  of  any  such  statute, 
[laughter,]  and  I  think  it  is  a  sort  of  imposi- 
tion upon  a  man  to  place  him  under  any  such 
restraint.  In  any  State  or  country  that  I  ever 
lived  in  men  were  in  the  habit  of  choosing 
their  wives  and  marrying  them.  If  anybody 
wants  a  law  to  restrain  him  on  that  subject,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  should  object  to  his  hav- 
ing it,  and  yet  I  never  could  see  the  necessity 
for  one. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  If  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  will  pardon  me  for  a  moment,  I  will 
say  that  we  have  such  a  law,  and  all  we  ask  is 
to  be  **  let  alone.'*  If  we  had  the  extreme 
virtue  of  the  Senator,  probably  we  should  not 
need  it.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  POMBKO  Y.  I  did  not  understand  the 
Senator.  My  point,  however,  is  simply  this: 
that  if  this  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  repeals  a  law  that  they  have  in 
Georgia,  or  any  other  State,  on  that  subject,  I 
do  not  think  it  should  be  opposed  on  that 


ground,  for  I  trast  our  friends  there  do  not 
need  the  restraining  influences  of  any  such 
law,  and  they  ought  not  to  oppose  this  amend- 
ment on  that  ground.  If  thero  are  other  rea- 
sons, they  may  be  good  ones,  but  I  cannot  con- 
ceive that  such  a  reason  should  be  a  good  one, 
because  they  ought  to  have  the  largest  liberty 
in  Georgia  that  they  have  in  any  other  State, 
and  it  is  a  question  of  taste  and  choice  which 
I  think  should  not  be  regulated  by  law. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  I  noticed  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilsox]  in 
his  reply  spoke  about  races  of  men  and  races 
of  women.  I  thought  we  had  ^ot  beyond  that 
question  long  ago.  1  know  of  tne  human  race, 
but  I  do  not  Jknow  anything  about  races  of 
men  as  if  it  had  come  to  pass  now  that  men 
had  different  origins,  that  there  were  divers 
kinds  of  human  beings,  one  descending  from 
above  and  the  other  ascending  from  beneath. 
Why,  Mr.  President,  I  learned  long  since  to 
regard  mankind  as  of  the  human  race.  I 
learned  in  my  childhood'that  man  was  made 
but  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  not  that  there 
were  any  races  of  men.  I  hold  that  every  in- 
dividual, the  poorest  and  the  weakest,  is  a  man 
notwithstanding^  allied  to  immortality,  and  that 
in  nq  sense  can  it  be  said  that  one  is  superior 
to  the  other ;  certainly  not  in  his  origin ;  cer- 
tainly not  in  his  destiny^,  and,  if  anything,  only 
in  his  attainments,  only  in  the  ciroumstances 
that  have  surrounded  him. 

1  trust  that  in  this  country  and  under  our 
Government  at  least,  where  all  power  is  de- 
rived from  the  consent  of  the  governed — and 
we  have  introduced  every  human  being  into 
the  governing  class  among  us — we  shall  not 
now  argue  for  a  law  to  restrain  men  from  asso- 
ciating together  whom  God  hath  made  of  one 
blood.  I  cannot  conceive  that  this* amendment 
of  the  Senator  fVom  Wisconsin  can  be  open  to 
any  such  objection  as  has  been  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia ;  but,  if  it  is  open,  I 
say  then  there  should  be  no  obstacle  placed 
to  its  passage,  because  if  any  one  in  Georgia 
is  suffering  from  a  law  of  that  kind  it  ought 
to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  precisely  under- 
stand the  shape  of  the  two  amendments  that 
aro  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
and  the  Senator  ftt)m  New  Jersey.  I  am 
desirous  of  voting  for  the  principle  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. I  did  vote  for  it  before,  but  I  voted  for 
it  inadvertently  in  one  respect.  You  will 
recollect,  sir,  that  it  was  on  the  last  day  before 
the  recess  when  the  Senate  was  in  much  con- 
fusion, and  I  did  not  understand  that  there  was 
anything  in  it  restricting  it  in  any  way,  or 
rogulating  public  worship.  If  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  frees  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts from  that  altogether,  I  am  willing  to 
go  for  it;  otherwise  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
and  I  was  in  hopee  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  accept  so  much  of  the  amend- 
ment at  least  as  freed  his  proposition  from 
all  religious  restrictions.  I  say  so,  because 
I  am  very  anxious  indeed  to  vote  to  give  to 
the  colored  people  all  their  legal  rights,  but  I 
shall  not  vote  to  give  any  person  any  religious 
rights,  or  to  take  from  any  person  any  rolls ious 
rights.  If  thero  aro  white  men  so  fooliui  as 
to  believe  that  it  is  not  right  for  negroes  to 
worship  with  them,  I  pity  them,  but  I  shall 
not  vote  to  deprive  them  of  their  undoubted 
right  to  worship  so.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  colored  men  who  are  so  foolish  as  to 
be  unwilling  to  worship  with  white  people,  I 
pity  the  delusion^  but  I  respect  the  rights  in 
each  case.  I  shall  not  vote  for  anv  bill  that 
contains  any  provision  which  interferes  with 
roliji^ious  worship,  even  if  it  compels  me  to  vote 
against  the  amnesty  bill,  which  I  should  regret 
very  much.  We  have  just  put  in  the  old  House 
of  Representatives  the  statue  of  the  founder 
of  our  State,  and  I  think  if  I  wero  to  give  a 


vote  of  that  kind  the  groat  apostle  of  religious 
liberty  would  descena  and  animate  the  lileless 
stone  and  walk  over  here  to  rebuke  me  for  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pat- 
TBRSON  ill  the  chair.)  The  pending  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
amendment  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  inquire  if  it  is  in  order 
now  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  substitute 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  in 
order  to  move  to  perfect  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
but  it  is  not  in  order  to  amend  the  amend* 
ment  oS^ftd  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
because  that  is  an  amendment  to  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  is  offered  as  a  substi- 
tute. Will  there  be  an  opportunity,  after  it  is 
adopted  as  a  substitute,  to  amend  it? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
in  order  to  amend  it  by  way  of  addition. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  if  it  would  not  be  bet- 
ter to  put  his  words  in  the  exact  language  of 
the  constitutional  amendment. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     In  what  respect? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  **Race,  color,  or  previous 
condition  of  servitude.'*  You  have  some  other 
words  in  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  thero  is  anything 
else  let  it  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  word  "nationality" 
is  used 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  will  strike  that  out. 
I  meant  to  follow  the  language  of  the  consti' 
tutional  amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  should  like  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin, and  will  do  so  if  it  is  in  order  to  amend  it 
afterward.  In  some  respects  I  like  it  better 
than  the  original  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think,  if  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  will  give  me  his  attention,  I  can  sug- 
gest how  he  can  reach  the  object  he  has  in 
view.  If  the  text  of  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  be  adopted  it 
will  be  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  those  words, 
and  will  stand  and  cannot  he  amended ;  but  a 
new  and  distinct  proposition,,  which  may  be 
additional  matter,  can  be  offerod  by  way  of 
addition^^and  the  Senator,  if  he  desires  to 
amend  it  in  that  way,  will  be  in  order  to  move 
it  after  its  adoption. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  want  to  add  the  fourth 
section  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  will  be  in  order,  if 
the  substitute  shall  be  adopted,  after  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Beforo  the  vote  is.  taken, 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  pardon  me  if  I  explain 
briefly  the  differonce  between  the  two  amend- 
ments. 

First,  let  me  say  a  word  in  roeardto  the  way 
in  which  the  amendment  moved  bj  me  comes 
beforo  the  Senate,  ^ven  this  cirourostance 
has  been  dwelt  on  in  this  debate,  and  I  have 
been  criticised — I  think  not  always  justly— on 
that  account.  Hero  is  a  memorandum  made 
for  me  at  the  desk  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate,  which  shows  the  history  of  this  amend- 
ment.  I  will  read  it : 

'*Ma7  13, 1870.  Mr.  Suxnbb  asksd  and  obUined 
leave  to  brinffin  a  bill  (8.  No.  916)  supplementary  to 
an  sot  entitled  *An  aet  to  protect  all  persons  of  the 
United  States  in  their  civil  riffbts.  and  to  furnish 
the  means  of  their  vindication,  passed  April  9,1866; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

*'  July  7, 1870.  Reported  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  amonc 
other  bills,  adversely,  and  the  bill  indeflnitely  post- 
poned." 
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of  letters  almost  daily  from  the  South,  com- 
plaining of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  jus- 
tice in  State  courts  because  colored  fellow- 
citizens  are  excluded  from  the  juries.  I  say, 
therefore,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  and 
also  from  the  analogy  of  witnesses,  the  courts 
should  be  opened  tu  colored  jurors.  I  think 
the  Senator  makes  a  mistake  in  striking  his 
blow  in  the  very  temple  of  justice.  He  strikes 
down  the  safeguards  of  justice,  for  the  whole 
colored  race ;  and  what  is  the  excuse  7  That 
to  sit  on  the  jury  is  a  question  of  politics,  that 
it  is  a  political  right  and  not  a  civil  right. 
Sir,  1  cannot  bring  myself  to  make  any  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  a  civil  right  or  a  political 
right ;  it  is  a  right  It  is  a  right  which  those 
men  bave  by  the  law  of  nature  and  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  interpreted  by 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  Sen- 
ator smiles.  I  know  he  smiles  always  when 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  is  mentioned. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  smiled  in  approba- 
tion.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well,  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  the  Senator's  approbation. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    I  modify  that  and  say 
iLBsent 

Mr.  SUMNER.  «*  Assent"  or  " approba- 
tion,''  it  is  welcome.  But,  sir,  not  content  with 
striking  at  the  colored  race  even  in  the  very 
temple  of  justice,  the  Senator  goes  further, 
and  finding  an  apology  in  the  Constitution, 
insists  upon  an  exclusion  from  churches  which 
Petroleum  V.  Nasby  had  set  up  before.  From 
juries  I  now  come  to  churches.  The  Senator 
is  not  original;  he  copies,'  as  I  shall  show 
him,  from  a  famous  Democrat,  who  flourished 
during  the  war.  But  before  I  come  to  his  pro- 
totype, let  us  consider  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  Senator-with  so  much 
gravity,  without  even  the  smile  that  plays  so 
readily  on  his  countenance.  He  seemed  in 
earnest  when  he  read  these  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution : 

*'  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estab- 
lishtiient  of  roligion.or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof." 

And  then  without  ft  smile  he  argued  that  the 
application  of  the  great  political  principles  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  of  the 
recent  constitutional  amendments  to  a  chnrch 
Organization  incorporated  by  law  was  a  viola- 
tion of  this  provision,  and  he  read  from  the 
work  of  the  much  venerated  friend  of  my  early 
life,  and  my  master,  the  late  Judge  Story, 
expounding  that  provision.  I  do  not  know  if 
the  Senator  read  these  words  from  the  com- 
mentary of  that  great  jurist : 

"The  real  object  of  the  amendment  was  not  to 
coantenanoe,  much  less  to  advance  Mahometaoism, 
or  Judaism,  or  infidelity,  by  prostrating  Christian- 
ity;- bat  to  exclude  all  rivalry  among  Christian 
sects"— 

See,  sir,  what  it  is — 

"but  to  exclude  nil  rivalrv  among  Christian  sects, 
and  to  prevent  any  national  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment, which  should  giva  to  a  hierarchy  the  exdosive 
patronage  of  the  national  Government." 

How  plain  and  simple !  The  real  object  was 
to  exclude  all  rivalry  among  Christian  sects, 
and  to  prevent  any  national  ecclesiastical  estab- 
lishment. .  This  was  the  real  object. 

But  *he  Senator  says  if  Congress  declares 
that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  its  fun- 
damental principles  is  applicable  to  a  church 
organization  incorporated  by  State  or  national 
authority,  we  violate  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution I  Yon  heard  him,  sir ;  I  do  no  injus- 
tice to  his  argument. 

The  great  jurist,  Judge  Story,  continues  in 
another  place : 

"  It  was  under  a  solemn  consciousness  of  the  dan- 
gers from  ecclesiastical  ambition,  the  bigotry  of 
spiritual  pride,  and  the  intolerance  of  sects,  thus 
exemplified  in  our  domestic  as  well  as  in  foreign 
annals,  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  exclude  from 
the  national  Government  all  power  to  act  upon  the 
aabiect.'' 

To  act  upon  what  subject?  The  subject  of 
a  religious  establishment.  No  pretense  here 
of  denying  to  Congress  the  establishment  of 
police  regulations,  if  you  please,  or  an  enforce- 


ment by  law  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  There  is 
nothing;  in  this  text  inconsistent  with  such  a 
law.  The  Constitution  forbids  all  interference 
with  religion.  It  does  not  forbid  all  effort 
to  carry  out  the  primal  principles  of  repub- 
lican institutions.  Now,  sir,  here  is  no  inter- 
ference with  religion.  I  challenge  the  Sena- 
tor to  show  it.  There  is  simply  Uie  assertion 
of  a  political  rule,  or,  if  you  please,  a  rule  of 
political  conduct.  Why,  sir,  suppose  the 
manners  and  morals  recently  revealed  to  us 
by  the  vivid  pen  of  one  of  our  best  writers, 
which  prevailed  in  Virginia  during  the  early 
life  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  should  find  a  home  in  the 
churches  of  Washington.  You  may  have  read 
Mr.  Parton's  account,  that  very  often  the  cler- 
gyman reeled  Irom  the  door  to  the  pulpit ;  he 
reeled  with  intoxication  while  he  waspronounc* 
ing  the  benediction,  sometimes  at  the  funeral 
service,  sometimes  at  the  marriage  service. 
You  find  the  account  in  a  late  number  of  the 
Atlantic  Magazine.  Suppose  Congress,  taking 
into  consideration  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  such  misconduct,  should  give  expression  to 
public  sentiment  and  impose  a  penalty  for 
such  intemperance  here  under  our  very  eyes, 
would  that  be  setting  up  an  established  church  ? 
Would  that  be  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
in  the  provision  which  the  Senator  invokes, 
'^  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion?**  And  yet  in  the 
case  I  suppose.  Congress  would  enter  the 
churches;  it  might  be  only  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  but  the  case  shows  how  untenable 
is  the  position  of  the  Senator,  according  to 
which  the  effort  of  Congress  to  preserve 
churches  from  the  desecration  of  intemperance 
would  be  kindred  to  setting  up  an  established 
religion.  But  there  is  a  desecration  as  bad  as 
intemperance,  which  I  now  oppose.  And  I 
introduce  the  case  of  intemperance  only  as  an 
illustration. 
And  now,  sir,  I  come  to  the  question.    Sup- 

Sose  Congress  declares  that  no  person  shall 
e  excluded  from  any  church  on  account  of 
race,  color,  or  previous  condition,  where  is 
the  interference  with  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision? Is  that  setting  up  a  church  establish- 
ment? Oh  I'no,  sir.  It  is  simply  setting  up 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  its  primal 
truths,  and  applying  them  to  churches  as  to 
other  institutions. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me,  not  for  the  purpose  of  interrupting  him, 
but  to  come  to  the  point?  Suppose  Congress 
should  pass  a  law  that  in  no  church  in  this 
country  should  the  Host  be  exalted  during 
divine  service  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  knows  very 
well  the  difference.  That  is  a  religious  ob* 
servance. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  is  not  the  point  at  all. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  (to  Mr.  Edmunds.) 
Give  it  to  me. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  makes  a  mistake.  Congress  cannot 
interfere  with  any  religious  observance.  Con- 
gress can  do  nothing  to  set  up  a  religious  estab- 
lishment. It  can  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion.  But  the  Senator 
must  see  that  in  the  case  he  puts  the  law 
would  be  the  very  thing  condemned.  I  thank 
him  for  that  case.  I  propose  no  interference 
with  any  religious  observance.  Not  in  the  least. 
Far  from  it. 

Sir,  the  case  is  as  clear  as  day.  All  that  I 
ask  is  that,  in  harmony  with  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  there  be  complete  equality 
before  tne  law  everywhere,  in  the  inn,  on  the 
highway,  in  the  common  school,  in  the  church ; 
ay,  sir,  and  in  the  last  resting-place  on  earth. 
1  he  Senator  steps  forward  and  says  **No;  I 
accept  equality  everywhere  except  in  the 
church;  there  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
is  powerless;  there  the  idea  of  a  white  man's 
Qovemment  shall  prevail ;  a  church  organiza- 
tion may  be  incorporated  by  national  or  State 
authority,  and  yet  allowed  to  insult  brothers  of 


the  human  family  on  account  of  their  skin. 
Only  in  the  church  can  this  outrage  be  perpe* 
trated;  because  to  forbid  it  would  interfere 
with  religion  and  set  up  an  establishment." 

Such)  sir,  is  the  argument  of  the  Senator, 
and  he  makes  it  in  the  name  of  religious  lib- 
erty! Good  God,  sir  I  Religious  liberty  1  The 
liberty  to  insult  your  fellow-man  on  account 
of  his  skin  I  You  listened  to  his  eloqueut 
argument.  I  felt  its  eloquence,  but  I  regretted 
that  such  eloquence  was  employed  in  such  a 
cause.  I  said  tnat  he  had  consciouslyor  uncon- 
sciously copied  from  Petroleum  v.  Nasby. 
Here  is  a  letter  of  that  renowned  character, 
entitled  ''Goes  on  with  his  charch,*'  from 
which  I  read  a  brief  passage : 

Church  or  St.  Vallandioum. 

June  the  lOth,  1883. 

We  hed  a  blessid  and  improvin  time  yisterday. 
My  little  flock  staggered  in  at  the  lunal  hour  in  the 
mornin,  every  man  in  a  heavenly  frame  ar  mind, 
hevio  bin  ingaged  all  nite  in  a  work  uv  mercy,  to 
wit^  a  mobbin  uv  two  enrollin  officers.  Ooe  av  em 
reeiited.  and  they  smote  him  hip  and  thli[h,  even  ei 
Bohosh  smote  Jahoel.  (Skriptooral,  wieh  is  nossary, 
bein  in  the  miniHtry.)    He  wus  left  for  dead. 

We  opened  servis  by  singin  a  hym,  wich  I  writ, 
commenoin  ez follows: 

**Shel  niggers  black  this  land  possess. 
And  mix  with  us  up  here? 
Oh  jno,  my  friends ;  we  ravther  guess 
We'll  never  stand  that^ere." 

[Laughter.] 
•  Sir,  I  ask  you  if  that  is  not  the  Senator's 
speech.  [Laughter.]  I  know  not  whether  it 
is  necessary  for  me  to  go  further.  Something 
more  I  might  say.  Very  well,  I  will;  the 
Senator  rather  invites  me. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  Oh,  certainly,  go  ahead. 

Mr.  SUMN  BR.  The  Senator  becomes  here 
the  representative  of  caste :  and  where,  sir  ? 
In  a  Christian  church;  and  while  espousing 
that  cause  he  pleads  the  Constitution.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  to  repeat — and  here  I  am  determ- 
ined not  to  be  misunderstood — we  have  no 
right  to  enter  the  church  and  interfere  in  any 
way  with  its  religious  ordinances,  as  with  the 
raising  of  the  Host,  according  to  the  case  put 
by  the  Senator;  but  when  a  church  or^n- 
ization  asks  the  benefit  of  the  law  by  an  act 
of  incorporation,  it  must  submit  to  the  great 
primal  law  of  this  Union — the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  interpreted  by  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  The  Senator  smiles 
again ;  I  shall  come  to  that  by  and  by.  When- 
ever a  church  organization  seeks  incorporation 
it  must  submit  to  the  great  political  law  of  the 
land.  It  can  have  the  aid  it  seeks  only  by 
submitting  to  this  political  law.  Here.is  noth- 
ing of  religion — it  is  the  political  law,  the  law 
of  justice,  the  law  of  equal  rights.  The  Sen- 
ator says  no  ;  they  may  do  as  they  please  in 
churches  because  they  are  chnrches,  because 
they  are  homes  of  religion,  of  Christianity ; 
there  they  may  insult  on  account  of  the  skin. 
I  call  that  a  vindication  of  caste,  and  caste  in 
one  of  its  most  offensive  forms.  You  all  know, 
sir,  the  histonr  of  caste.  It  is  the  distinction 
of  which  we  nrst  have  conspicuous  record  \n 
the  East,  though  it  has  prevailed  more  or  less 
in  all  countries ;  but  it  is  in  the  East  that  it 
showed  itself  in  snch  forms  as  to  constitute 
the  type  by  which  we  describe  the  abuse.  It 
is  an  offensive  difference  between  persons 
founded  on  birth,  not  unlike  that  maintained 
among  us  on  account  of  a  skin  received  from 
birth. 

And  now  pardon  me  if  I  call  attention  to 

the  way  in  which  that  discrimination  has  been 

characterized  by  the  most  eminent  persons 

familiar  with  it.     I  begin  with  the  words  of 

an  estimable  character  known  in  religion  and 

also  in  poetry — Bishop  Heber,  of  Calcutta, 

who    characterized    caste  in    these    forcible 

terms : 

*'  It  is  a  system  which  tends,  more  than  any  else 
the  devil  has  yet  invented,  to  destroy  the  feelings 
of  general  benevolence,  and  to  make  nine  tenths  of 
mankind  the  hopeless  slaves  of  the  remainder." 

Then  comes  the  testimony  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Rhenius,  a  zealous  and  successful  missionary 
in  the  East : 

*'  I  have  found  caste,  both  In  theory  and  practlot. 
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the  oirentDitAOOM  that  forround  tb«  pmrtiM  who 
made  it.  Certainly  the  Cunstttution  of  the  United 
Stales  mast  be  eonstrued  upon  the  same  pri^oiple, 
and  when  we  are  eonudering  a  doabtful  question, 
the  whole  former  history  of  the  country,  the  Deo< 
laration  of  Independence,  the  wrilinss  of  Washing- 
ton and  of  Jefferson  and  of  Madbon,  the  writings 
in  the  Federalist— everything  that  pertained  to  that 
day  and  gives  color  and  tone  to  the  Constitution, 
mast  be  considered/' 

Plainly,  here  is  an  improTement.  There  ia 
no  derision  here.  The  truths  of  the  Declaration 
are  no  longer  '*  the  ceneralities  of  that  revola- 
tionarj  pronunciamento." 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Oh  yes,  it  is ;  I  stand 
by  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  stands  by 
that.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  glory  in  it  I  glory 
in  all  the  history  of  that  revolutionanr  period, 
our  revolutionary  fathers,  oor  revolutionary 
war.  It  is  the  Revolution  that  I  make  my  stand 
upon. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then,  as  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  EoMimos]  remarks,  tbe  Sena- 
tor should  five  some  effect  to  what  he  glories 
in.  I  hope  he  will  not  take  it  all  oat  in  glory. 
I  hope  he  will  see  that  a  little  of  it  is  trans- 
fused  into  human  rights. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  All  that  is  consistent 
with  the  ezpressprovisions  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  shall  come  to  that.  The 
point  is  that  the  Senator  treats  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  as  no  better  than  the  writings 
of  Washington,  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison,  the 
Federalist,  and  everything  that  pertains  to  that 
day.  It  is  only  part  and  parcel  of  the  contem- 
porary history,  of  no  specisl  consequence,  no 
binding  character,  not  supreme,  but  only  one 
of  tbe  anthorities,  or  at  least  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses b^  which  we  are  to  read  the  Constitu- 
tion. •  Sir,  is  it  so  regarded  by  Congress,  or 
at  least  is  it  so  regarded  by  the  committee 
of  this  body  under  whose  direction  is  printed 
what  is  known  familiarly  as  tbe  **  Constitution, 
Rules,  and  Manual?**  Here  is  the  little  vol- 
ume to  which  we  daily  turn.  I  find  that  the 
first  document  is  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, preceding  the  Constitution.  Sir,  it  pre- 
cedes the  Constitution  in  time  as  it  is  more 
elevated  in  character.  The  Constitution  is  a 
machine,  great,  mighty,  beneficent.  The  Dec- 
laration supplies  the  principles  giving  charac- 
ter and  motion  to  the  machine.  The  Consti- 
tution is  an  earthly  body,  if  you  please ;  the 
Declaration  is  the  soul.  The  powers  under 
tbe  Constitution  are  no  more  than  the  hand 
to  the  body  ;  the  Declaration  is  the  very  soul 
itself.  But  the  Senator  does  not  see  it  BO.  lie 
sees  it  as  no  better  than  a  letter  of  Jefferson 
or  Madison,  or  as  some  other  contemporary 
incident  which  may  help  us  in  finding  the 
meaning  of  tbe  Constitution.  I  think  the  Sen- 
ator will  not  encounter  many  ready  to  place 
themselves  in  the  isolation  he  adopts.  It  was 
not  so  regarded  by  tbe  historian  who  has  de- 
scribed it  with  more  power  and  brilliancy  than 
any  ether,  Mr.  Bancroft.  After  seuing  forth 
what  it  contained,  he  says : 

**This  immortal  State  paper,  which  for  its  com- 
poser was  tbe  aurora  of  enduring  fame,  was  *  the 
Senaine  effusion  of  the  soul  of  the  country  at  that 
inre,'  the  revelation  of  its  mind,  when  in  its  youth, 
its  enthosiasm,  its  sublime  oonfrontinc  of  danger, 
it  rose  to  tbe  highest  creative  powers  of  which  man 
iscajpable.  The  bill  of  rights  which  it  promulgates 
is  of  rights  that  are  older  than  human  institutions, 
and  spring  from  the  eternal  justice  that  is  anterior 
to  tbe  Sute.'' 

Then,  again,  the  eloquent  historian  says : 

*'  The  heart  of  Jefferson  in  writing  the  Declara- 
tion, and  of  Congress  in  adopting  it,  beat  for  all 
humanitr;  the  assertion  of  right  was  made- for  the 
entire  world  of  mankind  and  all  coming  generations, 
without  any  exception  whatever,  for  the  proposi- 
tion which  admits  of  exceptions  can  never  be  self- 
evident." 

How  different  is  this  from-  the  letters  and 
writings  with  which  it  is  associated  by  the 
Senator  1    The  historian  proceeds : 

"Of  universal  principles  enough  is  repeated  to 
prove  th<it  America  chose  for  her  own  that  system 
of  politics  which  recognises  the  rule  of  eternal  jus- 
tice;  and  independence  is  vindicated  by  the  abpli- 
•atioD  of  that  role  to  the  grievous  instrnotions»laws. 


aad  acts  prooeediac  fir^m  the  king  in  the  exercise  of 
his  prerogative,  or  in  concurrence  with  the  Lords 
and  Commons  of  Oreat  Britain." 

The  vivid  presentment  of  this  State  paper, 

in  its  commanding  character,  like  an  ordinance 

for  mankind,  above  all  other  contemporary 

things,  shows  its  association  with  our  great 

national  anniversary. 

'*The  nation,  when  it  made  the  choice  of  a  day 
for  its  great  anniversary,  selected  not  the  day  of  the 
reeoluUon  of  independence,  when  it  closed  toe  past, 
but  that  of  the  declaration  of  principles  on  which  it 
opened  its  new  career." 

Shall  I  remind  you,  sir,  of  that  famous  let- 
ter by  John  Adams  to  his  wife  written  on  the 
historic  day?  He  tells  her  in  words  quoted 
annually  with  pride,  this  day  forevermore  will 
be  celebrated  with  rejoicings  of  all  kinds,  with 
the  rinsing  of  bells  in  the  moroinff,  with  tbe 
firing  ot'  cannon,  with  orations,  and  every  ex- 
pression of  satisfaction  and  gratitude.  And 
yet  that  Declaration  annually  celebrated,  placed 
on  the  forefront  of  our  statute*book,  placed  in 
the  forefront  of  the  rales  for  oor  guidance  in 
this  Chamber,  that  triumphant  Magna  Charta 
is  to  be  treated  as/*  the  generalities  of  a  rev- 
olutionary pronunciamento,''  or  at  best  as  of 
no  more  value  than  the  letter  of  a  contempo- 
rary statesman.  Sir,  the  Senator  misconceives 
the  case,  and  there,  allow  me  to  say  to  him,  is 
his  error. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Allow  me  to  say  that 
I  did  not  say  any  sudb 'thing ;  but  that  is  prob- 
ably immaterial. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Has  the  Senator  a  right 
to  say  so  to  me? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  certainly  have  a 
righ  to  say  that  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senator  rises  to 
interrupt  me 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    If  yotj  will  allow  me. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  allow  the  Senator  any- 
thing. 

Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  (Mr.  Poili- 
ROT  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  yield? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  He  says  he  will  allow 
me  to  do  anything,  which  I  suppose  will  allow 
me  to  make  a  remark.  The  Senator  under* 
stood  me  to  say,  at  least  I  said,  in  construing 
the  Constitution  you  must  undoubtedly  look 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence  as  you 
must  look  to  all  the  contemporary  history  of 
that  day.  Did  I  say  there  was  no  difference 
in  the  different  documents?  Did  I  say  tbat 
no  more  importance  was  to  be  attached  to  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  than  to  a  letter 
of  Madison  or  Wasbiogton?  No,  sir,  I  said 
no  such  thing. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Very  well;    the  Senator 

shall  speak  for  himself.     He  has  spoken  now, 

and  you  shall  hear  what  he  said  before : 

"Certainly  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States 
must  be  construed  upon  the  same  principle." 

That  is,  as  a  contract  entered  into  between 

two  individuals. 

**  And  when  we  are  considering"— 

What?— 

"a  doubtful  question,  the  whole  former  history  of 
the  countiT,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
writings  of  Washington  and  of  Jefferson  and  of 
Madison,  the  writings  in  the  Federalist,  everything 
tbat  pertained  to  that  day  and  gives  color  aad  tone 
to  the  Constitution  most  be  considered." 

I  am  bappy  in  any  word  of  respect  the  Sen- 
ator vouchsafes  for  the  Declaration.  I  am 
happy  in  it  because  the  claim  of  equal  rights 
stands  on  the  Constitution  interpreted  by  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

This  brings  me  again  to  the  main  question. 
We  have  the  Constitntion  from  tbe  preamble 
to  the  signature  of  Oeorge  Washington,  and 
then  we  have  our  recent  amendments,  all  to  be 
interpreted  by  tbe  Declaration,  which  says : 

*'  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all 
men  are  created  equal:  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  oerUin  inalienable  righu ;  that 
among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness." 

Uncjuestionably  the  Constitution  supplies  tbe 
machinery  by  which  those  great  rights  are 
maintained.     I  say  it  supplies  the  machinery ; 


but  I  msist  sgainst  the  Senator,  and  against 
all  others,  that  every  word  in  the  Constitution 
must  be  interpreted  by  these  primal,  self-evi- 
dent truths ;  not  merely  in  a  case  tbat  is  doubt- 
ful, as  tbe  Senator  says,  but  constantly  and 
always,  so  that  the  two  shall  perpetually  go  to- 
gether, as  the  complement  of  each  other;  but 
the  Declaration  has  a  supremacy  gmnder  than 
that  of  the  Constitution,  more  sacred  and 
inviolable,  for  it  gives  the  law  to  the  Consti- 
tution itself.  Every  word  in  the  Constitution 
is  subordinate  to  the  Declaration. 

Before  the  war,  when  slavery  prevailed,  the 
rule  was  otherwise,  naturally, -but  as  I  have 
already  said,  the  grandest  victory  of  tbe  war 
was  the  establishment  of  the  new  role  by  which 
the  Declaration  became  supreme  as  interpreter 
of  the  Constitution.  Take,  therefore,  any 
phrase  in  tbe  Constitution,  take  any  power, 
and  you  are  to  bring  it  all  in  subordination  to 
those  loAy  primal  truths.  Every  power  is 
but  the  agent  by  which  they  are  to  be  main- 
tained ;  and  when  you  come'  to  those  several 
specific  powers  abolishing  slavery,  defining 
citizenship  J  secnring  citizens  in  their  privi- 
leges and  immunities,  guarding  them  against 
any  denial  of  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws, 
and  then  again  securing  them  in  the  right  to 
vote,  eveiT  one  of  those  safeguards  must  be 
interpreted  so  as  best  to  maintain  equal  rights. 
Such  I  assert  to  be  constitutional  law. 

Sir,  I  cannot  see  it  otherwise.  (  cannot  see 
this  mighty  Magna  Charta  degraded  to  the  level 
of  a  casual  letter  or  an  item  of  history.  *Wby, 
sir^  it  is  the  baptismal  vow  of  this  Republic ; 
it  IS  the  pledge  which  our  fathers  took  upon 
their  lips  when  they  asked  the  fellowship  of 
mankind  as  a  free  and  independent  nation. 
It  is  loftier  than  the  Constitution,  which  is  a 
convenience  only,  while  this  is  a  guide.  Let 
no  one  smile  when  it  is  invoked.  Our  fathers 
did  not  smile  on  the  great  day.  It  was  with 
them  an  earnest  word  .which  opened  the  way 
to  victory  and  to  that  welcome  in  the  human 
.family  with  which  our  nation  has  been  blest. 
Without  these  words  what  would  have  been 
our  Declaration?  How  small  1  Simply  a  dis- 
solution of  the  tie  between  the  colonies  and 
the  mother  country;  a  citing  of  the  cord; 
that  is  all.  Abl  it  was  something  grander, 
nobler.  It  was  the  promukatiop  of  primal 
truths  not  only  for  the  good  ofour  own  people, 
but  for  the  ^[ood  of  all  mapfcind.  Those  truths 
can  never  die.  It  is  for  ^  to  see  that  they  are 
recognized  without  delay  in  the  administration 
of  our  own  Government. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Mr.  President  I  had 
no  thought  of  participating  further  in  this 
debate ;  and  it  so  happens  that  I  am  in  a  con- 
dition of  health  to- day  rendering  it  very  un- 
comfortable for  me  to  speak  at  alL  But  I 
am  determined  tbat  whatever  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Summer]  may  reproach 
me  with,  he  shall  never  be  able  to  taunt  me  by 
saying,  *'  I  have  piped  unto  you,  and  you  have 
not  danced.'*  As  often  as  that  Senator  calls 
upon  me  I  shall  pay  my  respects  to  him. 

The  speech  of  the  Senator  to-day  has  been 
a  most  remarkable  performance.  I  entered 
on  this  discussion  following  his  banner.  I 
have  always  favored  the  principles  of  his 
amendment.  Before  the  recess  I  declared 
that  I  would  not  vote  for  the  amnesty  bill 
unless  it  should  contain  a  provision  securing 
the  rights  of  the  colored  men  of  the  South. 
On  a  former  occasion,  while  this  bill  was 
under  debate,  I  went  to  that  Senator  in  a 
friendly  way.  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  diffi- 
culties I  experienced  in  regard  to  two  provis- 
ions of  his  amendment;  one,  the  provision 
relating  to  churches;  the  other,  that  which 
prescribed  qualifications  for  jurors  in  State 
courts.  I  stated  to  him  that  1  desired  to  sup- 
port his  amendment,  and  requested  him  to 
consider  whether  he  could  not  moditV  his 
amendment  in  these  respects.  We  haa  sev- 
eral interviews  upon  the  sul^ect,  and  he  finally 
determined  that  he  could  noL  Very  well ;  the 
Senator  b*d  a  perfect  right  $o  to  conclude ; 
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me?  Why,  sir,  if  the  Senator  can  show  me 
the  power,  I  am  ready  to  go  with  him  to  the 
utmost  limit  of  his  amendment;  and  so  I  have 
assured  him  over  and  over  again.  He  has 
made  my  doobts  the  subject  of  ridicule,  but 
has  not  condescended  to  dispel  them. 

The  Senator  has  done  me  the  honor  to  say 
that  Petroleum  V.  Nasby  is  my  prototype  in 
this  constitntional  discussion,  in  this  respect 
I  he  Senator  has  the  advantage  of  me ;  he  has 
touched  me  upon  a  point  where  I  cannot  give 
him  a  Holand  for  his  Oliver.  I  cannot  men- 
tion his  prototype  in  constitutional  discussion, 
because  he  has  none.  He  is  the  first,  and  as 
J  love  the  Constitution,  I  trust  the  last  of  a 
school  of  constitutional  debaters  who  be^n 
by  asserting  that  the  Constitution  has  /lothmg 
to  do  with  the  subiect ;  that  it  means  something 
or  nothing  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence. 

Why  are  Senators  not  required  on  coming 
to  their  seats  in  this  Chamber  to  take  an  oath 
to  obserTe  the  Declaration  of  Independence? 
Senators  arc  required  to  take  an  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution,  which  indicates  that  in 
all  their  official  conduct  the  Constitution  is  to 
be  the  supreme  rule  of  their  action. 

Now,  sir,  to  bring  the  real  issue  between  the 
Senator  and  myself  down  to  the  comprehen- 
sion of  the  commonest  understanding,  take  this 
case:  suppose  after  availing  yourself  of  all  the 
means  of  information  which  can  shed  a  light 
npon  the  Constitution,  you  are  satisfied  tbat 
the  Constitution  forbids  you  to  do  a  certain 
thing,  aud  yet  you  believe  that  the  general 
principles  ot  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
would  authorize  it6  being  done ;  now  the  ques* 
tion  is  whether  you  are  bound  to  obey  the  Con- 
stitution which  you  have  sworn  to  support,  or 
are  at  Jiberty  to  follow  the  general  principles 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  though  in 
conflict  with  what  your  conscience  tells  yon 
the  Constitution  requires?  This  is  the  pre- 
cise auestion  between  the  Senator  and  myself. 
Its  dear' statement  is  a  sufficient  argument: 
and  I  am  willing  to  refer  this  question  to  an 
intelligent  people.  The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  adopted  July  4,  1776.  It  had 
all  the  force  and  efficacy  from  that  time  which 
it  has  to-day.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
Convention  which  adopted  the  Constitution 
there  was  great  contrariety  of  opinion.  Many 
favored,  but  a  majority  opposed  a  government 
modeled  upon  the  British  monarchy;  and  yet, 
upon  the  theory  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, that  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  and  is  a  supreme  rule  of  construction,  it 
was  wholly  immaterial  what  form  of  govern- 
ment that  Convention  adopted.  The  Declara- 
tion was  before  them  a  consummated  fact, 
controlling  the  Constitution  itself. 

Again,  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
under  the  articles  of  Confederation  the  Con- 
gress possessed  no  powers  except  those  which 
were  expressly  granted.  And  the  deficiency 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  in  this  respect 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  If  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  furnishes  a  su- 
preme rule  of  construction  for  the  present 
Constitution,  then,  of  course,  it  did  the  same 
thing  for  the  Articles  of  Confederation;  and 
the  Constitution  giving  enlarged  powers  to  the 
General  Government  was  wholly  unnecessary ; 
because  the  Declaration  of  Independence  must 
have  enlarged  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
as  much  as  it  does  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my 
astonishment  that  any  man  laying  the  slightest 
claim  to  being  a  lawyer  or  a  statesman  should 
contend  for  a  doctrine  which  is  condemned  by 
the  whole  history  of  the  country  not  less  than 
by  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

If  the  Senator  does  not  mean  to  say  that 
when  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  in 
conflict  with  the  expressions  of  natural  right 
found  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  the 
Constitution  is  to  be  disregarded,  and  those 
general  expressions  are  to  l^  heeded,  then  the 


f^reater  portion  of  his  speech  to-day  is  wholly 
irrelevant  .to  the  question  before  us. 

The  second  provision  in  the  Senator's  amend- 
ment, as  to  tne  constitutionality  of  which  I 
expressed  a  doubt,  relates  to  the  qualification 
of  jurors  in  the  State  courts.  We  have  already 
provided  that  in  selecting  jurors  for  the  Fed- 
eral courts  no  distinction  of  color  shall  be  ob- 
served. Therefore,  as  regards  those  courts, 
the  Senator's  amendment  is  wholly  unneces- 
sary. Now  the  question  is  whether  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prescribe  qualifications  for 
the  jurors  in  the  state  courts,  or  to  provide 
that  the  States  shall  not,  in  this  particular, 
discriminate  between  races  and  colors.  This 
is  another  point  presented  by  the  Senator's 
amendment  as  to  which  I  doubt  the  power  of 
Congress. 

Upon  this  point  the  Senator  refers  to  the 
civil  rights  bill,  which  provides  that  colored 
men  may  be  witnesses  in  courts  of  justice ; 
and  the  Senator  challenges  me  to  point  out 
the  difference  between  the  power  of  Congress 
to  provide  who  shall  be  witnesses  and  who 
shall  be  jurymen. 

It  is  manifest  from  the  Constitution,  and 
especially  from  the  late  amendments  of  that 
instrument,  that  a  broad  distinction  is  made 
between  the  privileges  which  belong  to  every 
citizen  as  a  citizen,  whether  male  or  female, 
and  those  political  rights  as  to  which  the  Con- 
stitution recognizes  the  ri^htof  a  State  to  dis- 
criminate between  its  citizens.  By  the  laws 
of  some  of  the  States  a  jtiVor  mnst  be  a  citizen, 
a  witness  need  not  be ;  a  juror  must  be  a  male 
citizen,  twenty- one  years  of  age,  a  witness  need 
be  neither.  Thus  the  distraction  between  a 
juror  and  a  witness  may  be  extended  ctd 
infinitum. 

Now,  sir,  the  present  inclination  of  my  judg- 
ment is  that  Congress  has  no  more  power  to 
determine  the  qualification  of  a  juror  in  a 
State  court,  than  it  has  to  determine  the  qualife- 
cation  of  a  judge  for  the  bench  of  a  State 
court.  To  call  a  witness  is  the  right  of  a 
party  to  a  cause  pending;  and  to  swear  in 
one's  own  behalf  in  the  proper  case  is,  in  my 
judgment,  one  of  those  privileges  of  a  citizen 
which  a  State  may  not,  under  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  abridge.  The  Senator  seeks  to 
ignore  the  distinction  which  I  think  exists 
between  those  privileges  which  are  incident 
to  American  citizenship,  which  no  State  under 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  may  abridge,  and 
those  political  rishts  or  franchises  which  a 
State,  even  since  the  fourteenth  amendment, 
may  grant  or  deny  to  its  citizens  at  pleasure. 
Turn  to  the  fifteenth  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides— 

'*The  right  of  cttisens  of  the  United  States  to  vote 
shall  not  be  denied  or  abridfed  by  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  State,  on  aooonnt  of  race,  color,  or  previous 
conditioa  of  aerritude." 

I  am  not  positive,  but  my  recollection  is  that 
when  this  amendment  was  originally  intro- 
duced in  Congress  it  read  that  **tbe  right 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  and 
hold  ojpce  shall  not  be  denied,''  &c.;  bat  on 
that  point  I  am  not  certain. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    It  did. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  is  my  recollec- 
tion. If  so,  the  provision  securing  the  right 
to  hold  office  was  stricken  ont  of  the  amend- 
ment Congress  at  that  time  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  by  a'h  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  the  States  might  not  deprive  a 
citizen  of  the  right  to  hold  office  for  such  rea- 
sons or  upon  such  grounds  as  might  seem 
satisfactory  to  the  State. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  my  highest  ambition  is 
to  imitate  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts ; 
and  I  intend  to  be  as  unfair  toward  him  as  he 
has  been  toward  me.  He  and  I  disagree  in 
regard  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  prevent  the 
observance  of  color  and  caste  by  a  so-called 
Christian  church ;  and  thereupon  he  has  de- 
nounced me  as  the  champion  and  vindicator 
of  caste  in  the  c*hurche8.    Now,  sir,  by  way  of 


illustrating  to  that  Senator  the  injusUee  of  his 
remarks  toward  myself,  let  me  demand  of  him 
to  know  why  he  does  not  shape  his  amendment 
so  as  to  provide  that  colored  citizens  may  sit 
upon  the  bench  as  well  as  in  the  jury-box  of 
the  State  courts  ;  and  in  humble  imitation  of 
the  justice  and  fairness  which  he  has  exhibited 
to  me,  I  charge  him  with  being  the  colored 
man's  enemy  in  omitting  to  provide  by  his 
amendment  that  colored  men  may  sit  upon  the 
benches  of  the  State  courts. 

I  could  not  vote  for  such  a  provision,  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  the  Constitution  con- 
fers any  such  power  upon  Congress.  But,  sir, 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  not  tram- 
meled by  the  Constitution.  He  ascends  into 
the  higher,  serener,  more  general  atmosphere 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  **As  a 
man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so* is  he."  As  I 
recognize  the  Constitution  **a  j^uide  unto  my 
steps,"  I  am  excused  from  votine  for  a  pro- 
vision which  I  think  the  Constitution  does  not 
authorize  me  to  vote  for.  But  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  acknowledges  no  such 
vulgar  limitation.  With  him  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  is  a  supreme  rule  for  constru- 
ing the  Constitntion.  It  declares  **all  men 
are  created  equal."  Therefore  all  men  have 
an  equal  right  to  be  judges  of  State  courts 
of  justice. 

This  principle,  which,  according  to  the  Sen- 
ator, and  quoting  from  his  former  speech,  is 
'*  written  between  the  lines  of  the  Constitu- 
tion," overrules  all  State  constitutions  and 
statutes,  and  opens  the  bench  of  the  State 
courts  to  colored  as  well  aswhite  citizens.  I 
therefore  charge  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts with  being  the  colored  citizen's  enemy, 
in  this,  namely,  thathe  does  not  by  hisamend- 
ment  provide  tnat  the  colored  citizen  may  sit 
upon  the  bench  of  the  State  court  as  well  as 
in  its  jury-box.  It  may  be  said  this  is  injus- 
tice toward  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
I  admit  it.  I  am  trying  to  imitate  that  Sena- 
tor, and  to  be  as  unjust  toward  him  as  he 
has  been  toward  me,  hoping  thus  and  thereby 
to  open  his  eyes  to  the  injustice  he  has  done 
me. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  Constitution  does  not 
confer  upon  Congress  the  power  to  prescribe 
the  qualifications  of  State  judges,  or  prescribe 
who  shall  sit  upon  the  benches  of  the  State 
conrts.  I  admit  this  j  but  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  recognizes  no  such  limitations 
upon  the  powers  of  Congress.  No  such  vulgar 
scruples  are  felt  by  him.  He  basks  in  the 
sublimer  light  of  the  Declaration,  which  recog- 
nizes no  artificial  distinctions  such*  as  those 
between  judges  and  jurymen.  And  I  state  the 
case  thus  strongly  and  unjustly  against  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  hoping  to  inspire  in 
him  a  slight  sense  of  justice  when  speaking  of 
other  men. 

The  fourteenth  amendment  recognizes  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  privileges  of  a  citizen 
which  a  State  may  not  abridge,  and  the  polit- 
ical right  of  a  citizen  to  vote  which  a  State  may 
not  deny  on  account  of  **  race,  color,  or  pre- 
vious condition  of  servitude,"  but  may  deny 
on  all  other  grounds,  and  the  political  right  to 
hold  office,  which  tne  State  may  deny  upon 
such  grounds  as  to  it  may  seem  fit. 

Turn  to  the  fourteenth  amendment,  to  illus- 
trate: 

'*  No  State  sball  make  or  enforce  any  law  which 
shall  abridge  tbe  privileges  or  immunities  of  a  citl- 
sen  of  the  United  Stotes." 

Now  turn  to  the  second  section  of  that 
amendment :  "  Representatives  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  States  according  to 
their  respective  numbers,  Ac,  but  when  the 
right  to  vote,  &c.,  shall  be  denied,  &c.,"  the 
basis  of  representation  shall  be  reduced  accord- 
ingly. Here,  in  the  text  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  the  distinction  is  drawn  between 
those  privileges  which  pertain  to  every  citizen, 
and  which  no  State  may  abridce,  and  the  polit- 
ical right  to  vote  which  may  Be  abridged  by  a 
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reference.    The  morning  hour  begins  at  foar 
minutes  past  twelve  o'clock. 

f  RBNCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  LTNCH  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
1891)  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims 
due  to  certain  American  citizens  for  spoliations 
committed  on  their  commerce  prior  to  the  ^ear 
1800 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

APPORTIONMBRT  Of  BBPRS8B1ITATITI8. 

Mr.  WILLARD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  1843)  supplementary  to^  an  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Congress 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the  ninth 
census;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

8.  P.  JOOBLTN. 

Mr.  POLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1844)  for  the  relief  of  S.  P.  Jocelyn  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

fISHBRY  INTBRBSTS  OF  MA8SACHU8BTT8. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON  nresented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachosetts  in  relation 
to  the  fishery  interests  of  that  Commonwealth ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAVIGATION  OF  PROVIDBNOB.RIYBR. 

Mr.  FAMES  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
134d)  for  the  improvement  of  navigation  in 
Providence  river,  and  to  establish  a  light- 
house at  Pyramid  Rock;  which  was  reA  a 
fir»t  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee orf  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OATHBRINB   HARRIS. 

Mr.  SLOCUM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1346)  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Harris ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

OATHS  OF  IMPORTBRS. 

Mr.  MERRIAM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1847)  to  authorize  State  officers  to  aclminis- 
ter  oaths  and  affirmations  to  importers ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  MERRIAM.  I  desire  to  have  the  bill 
read  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  at  length,  and  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAMBS  A.  BXLL. 

Mr.  MERRIAM  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1848)  for  the  relief  of  James  A.  Bell, 
of  Dexter,  in  the  SUte  of  New  York ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

INTBRNAL  RBVBNUB  ACT. 

Mr.  DUELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1849)  to  amend  section  one  hundred  ancl  ten 
of  the  internal  revenue  act,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENSIONS  OP  WAR  OF  1812. 

Mr.  DUELL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1850)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  **Act< 
granting  pensions  to  certain  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  widows  of 
deceased  soldiers,''  approved  February  14, 
1871 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

JOHN  PAINS. 

Mr.  KILLINGER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1851)  for  the  relief  of  John  Paine;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed* 


FRANCIS  MOORB. 

Mr.  HARMBR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1862)  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Moore ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

JBNNIB   B.  SAYAOB. 

Mr.  HARMER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1858)  for  the  relief  of  Jennie  E.  Sav- 
age ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SARAH    POOH. 

Mr.  STORM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1354)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Pu^h,  widow 
of  Geoige  Dreher,  deceased,  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812 ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

«BOReB   W.  BRADLBT. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1866)  granting  a  pen- 
sion Do  George  W.  Bradley ;  which  was  rcnui  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr*  TOWNSEND.  of  Pennsylvania,  also 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1866)  for  the 
relief  of  Oeorge  W.  Bradley ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OHARLBS  HOFFMANN. 

Mr.  McJUNKIN  introduced  a  brU  (H.  R. 
No.  1857)  for  th»  relief  of  Charles  Hoffmann, 
late  lieutenant  of  company  E,  seventy- eighth 
regiment  Pennsylvania  infantry  volunteers; 
which  was  rdad  a  first  and  second  timet  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DANIML  O.  BOOOS. 

Mr.  McJUNKIN  also  introduced  a  bill  <H. 
R.  No.  1868)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  C.  Boggs, 
late  second  lieutenant  of  company  G,  fourth 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volonteers ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

f  rbbdmbn's  burbau. 

Mr.  COBB  introduced  a  bill  fH.  R.  No. 
1869)  abolishing  the  Bureau  of  Refagees, 
Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lends,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  freedmen's  hospital  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen' s  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  A.  WBLCH. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1860)  authorizing  and  instructing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  William  A. 
Welch,  deputy  United  States  marshal,  $481  66 
for  services  rendered  the  Government  in 
taking  the  eighth  census  for  Randolph  county, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIO  LAND  PURCBASBRS. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1861)  to  relieve  innocent  pur- 
chasers of  lands  entered  in  accordance  with 
an  act  of  Congress  approved  August  4, 1854, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINO  AT  BAT  ST.  LOUIS. 

Mr.  PERCE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1862)  for  the  construction  of  a  public  building 
at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time*  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Qrounds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

8MTTLBMBNT  Or  PUBLIC  LANDS,  BTO. 

Mr.  PERCE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 


No.  1868)  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
public  lands,  to  encourage  industry,  create 
school  fund,  to  educate  and  elevate  the  con- 
dition of  our  laboring  population,  and  to  in- 
crease the  productive  resources  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lanas,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WRITTBN  OPINIONS  Of  LAW  OFFICBBS. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  96)  relating  to  heads  of  Depart- 
ments or  bureaus  calling  upon  their  solicitors 
or  an  assistant  attorney  general  for  written 
opinions :  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JULINA  WOOTBN. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1864)  granting  a  pension  to  Jnlina 
Wooten ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FRimNOSHIP  LODOB,  OF  TRBNTON,  TBHNnSXB. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1865]  for  the  relief  of  Friendship  Lodge, 
No.  22,  of  Trenton,  Tennessee;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SAMUEL   B.  DAVIS. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1866)  to  place  the  name  of  Samuel  B. 
Davis,  late  a  corporal  in  company  C,  eight- 
eenth regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  on  the 
pension  roll  at  the  rate  of  full  disa^lity,  from 
and  after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1866 ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBBBOOA  a.  SHAW. 

Mr.  YOORHEES  also  introdaced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1867)  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  G. 
Shaw,  mother  of  John  A.  Shaw,  late  a  private 
in  the  eleventh  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  with 
the  accompanying  papers  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CHARLES  0.  WOOD. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  also  introduoed  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1868)  for  the  relief  of  Charies  O. 
Wood;  which  was  read  a  first  aiid  second 
time,  with  the  accompaayin£[  papers  referred 
to  the  Cosunittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

TTPB  AND  OTHBR  PRINTING  MATBRIALS.      - 

Mr.  VOORHEES  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1869)  to  abolish  all  duties  and  im- 
posts on  type  and  other  printing  material,  and 
also  to  abolish  all  duties  and  imposts  on  all 
articles  used  in  the  manufacture  of  t^pe  and 
other  printing  material,  and  to  place  the  same 
on  the  free  list ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  A.  ORAHAM. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1870)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  WilliaoQ  A.  Graham ;  which  was  resd  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OOLOHBL  WILUAH  0.  KISB. 

Mr.  M  ANSON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1871)  granting  a  pension  to  Colonel  William 
C.  Kise ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANDBRSON  W.  800TT. 

Mr.  SNAPP  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

1872)  to  place  the  name  of  Anderson  W.  Scott 
on  the  pension-roll ;  which  was  read  afirstand 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  b«  printed. 
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The  Hoose*  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
93,  noes  88. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
uays. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Does  not  the  Constita- 
tion  require  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  bill, 
requiriof^.  as  it  does,  a  two- thirds  vote? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not,  but  only 
requires  tliat  the  Journal  of  the  House  shall 
show  that  two  thirds  voted  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1389)  was  introduced  and  passed. 

ALASKA  FUR-BBARING  ANIMALS. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1342)  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur  bearing 
animals  In  Alaska^'  be  passed. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  in  the 
first  section  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  authorized  to  appoint  one  Agent  and  three 
aiisistant  agents,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the 
management  of  the  seal  fisheries  in  Alaska, 
and  ine  performance  of  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  assigned  to  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  agent  is  to  receive  ten  dol- 
lars per  day ;  one  assistant  agent,  eight  dollars 
per  aay;  and  two  assistant  agents,  six  dollars 
each  per  day  while  so  employed ;  and  they  are 
also  to  be  allowed  their  necessary  traveling 
expenses  in  going  to  and  returning  from  Alaska, 
for  which  expenses  vouchers  arc  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  tho 
Treasury;  such  expenses,  however,  are  not 
to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  $600  each  in  any 
one  year.  And  the  agents  are  never  to  be  inter- 
ested, directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  lease  of  the 
right  to  take  seals,  of  any  proceeds  or  profits 
thereof^  either  as  owner,  agents  partner,  or 
otherwise.  The  second  section  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  erect  a  dwelling 
upon  each  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
George  for  the  use  of  the  agents,  the  cost  of 
both  dwellings  not  to  exceed  $6,000.  The 
third  section  empowers  these  agents  to  admin- 
ister oaths  in  any  cases  relating  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  testimony  in 
Alaska  for  the  use  of  the  Government  in  any 
matter  concernin_g  the  public  revenues. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  ask  t)ermission 
to  say  a  very  few  words  in  explanation  of  the 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
asks  unanimous  consent  to  make  some  remarks 
in  explanation  of  the  bill.  Is  there  objection  ? 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  This  bill  has  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  is 
recommended,  I  believe,  unanimously  by  that 
committee.  It  has  been  drawn  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  necessity  for  its 
"passage. crows  out  of  the  fact;  that  the  agents 
of  the  Ireasury,  who  take  care  of  the  seal- 
6shery  interests  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  now  about  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
t  housand  dollars  a  year,  must  be  on  the  ground 
on  a  given  da^  which  falls  in  May.  They  can- 
not reach  their  destination  in  time  unless  they 
reach  San  Francisco  to  take  a  certain  ship. 
The  necessity  for  passing  the  bill  now  grows 
out  of  the  fact  that  they  cannot  reach  their 
posts  unless  we  pass  this  bill  authorizing  them 
to  go  speedily.  The  bill,  as  I  have  said,  was 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
I  trust  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  to  make  an  inquiry? 

Ma.  SHELLABARGER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  SA  RGENT.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman whether  any  new  offices  are  created, 
or  if  there  is  any  change  in  existing  laws? 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  Thereis  no  change 
in  existing  law.  The  only  change  is  that  it 
authorizes  three  assistants,  who  are  deemed, 
and  doubtless  are,  absolutely  necessary. 


Mr.  SARGENT.    There  is  nothing  affecUng 

the  n^htA  of  the  persons  interested  in  the  seal 

fisheries? 
Mr.  SHELLABARGER.    There  is  not 
The  rules  were  suspended,  (two  thirds  voting 

in  favor  thereof,)  and  the  bill  was  read  three 

times,  and  passed. 

DRAWING  TOR  SEATS. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Rules  to  report  back,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  adonted,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  designed  to  fkcilitate  the 
business  of  the  House : 

Retohed,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  rules 
of  the  Uouse : 

RuLR  — .  Whenever  the  seats  thAU  have  been 
drawa  no  proposition  shall  be  in  order  for  a  second 
drawing  during  the  same  Congress :  Provided,  That 
this  rule  shall  not  apply  to  the  f  orty^Second  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  proviso. 

Mr.  MA  YN  ARD.  How  does  this  come  up  ? 
Is  it  a  report  from  a  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes ;  it  is  a  report  .from 
the  Committee  on  the  Rules. 

Mr.  COX.  I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  hone  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  seconded. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  there  were^-ayes  75,  noes  76. 

Mr.  EILLINGER  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  the  Speaker  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Starkweather. 

Mr.  BANKS.  This  is  a  privileged  ques- 
tion, which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Cox]  can  report  at  any  time.  I  hope 
he  will  withdraw  it  to-day,  so  that  we  may 
transact  some  other  business  that  is  necessary. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  say  that  this  resolution  is 
introduced  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  &cilitating 
business. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  79,  noes  86. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

MV.  STARKWEATHER.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Provided  further.  That  fhe  Clerk  of  the  House  do 
forthwith  place  in  »  box  the  name  of  each  member 
and  Delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives  writ- 
ten upon  A  separate  slip  of  paper :  that  he  then  pro> 
oeed,  in  the  presence  of  the  House,  to  draw  from  the 
■aid  box.  one  at » time,  the  said  slips  of  paper,  and 
as  each  seat  is  drawn  ho  shall  announce  the  name 
of  the  member  or  Delegate  upon  it,  who  shall  choose 
his  seat  for  the  |>reeent  Congresa :  Provided,  That 
before  said  drawing  shall  commence  the  Speaker 
shall  cause  each  seat  to  bo  Taoatod,  and  shall  see 
that  every  seat  continues  vacant  until  it  is  selected 
under  this  order,  and  that  every  scat,  after  having 
been  selected,  shall  be  deemed  forfeited  if  left  unoc- 
cupied before  the  calling  of  the  roll  is  finished. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  offer  that  as  a 
substitute,  and  will  leave  out  the  words  '*  pro- 
vided further.'**!  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BIQQS.  Would  it  be  in  ord^r  to  move 
to  lay  that  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  would. 

Mr.  BIGGS.    I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  Is  this  amendment  in  order  to  a  prop- 
osition to  establish  a  standing  rule  of  the 
House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  have  to 
rule  it  in  order. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  call  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  substitute  I  have  offered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  in  doubt 
whether  the  amendment  can  be  offered  as  a 
substitute.  The  gentleman  now  proposes  to 
offer  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  qf  the 
Committee  on  the  Rnles,  and  the  Chair  has 
doubts  as  to  the  practicability  of  his  doing  so. 
The  proposition  of  the  committee  is  to  mukea 
stanaing  rule  of  the  House,  with  a  proviso. 
The  gentleman  can  move  a  further  proviso, 
and  then  it  would  be  clearly  in  ordier;  but 
where  there  is  a  proposition  pending  to  es- 
tablish a  rule  of  the  House  the  Chair  doubts 
if  a  substitute  proposing  that  a  certain  thing 
shall  be  done,  which  will  be  exhausted  with  its 
execution,  would  be  in  order. 
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Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Then  I  will  sub- 
mit my  motion,  in  the  form  in  which  I  first 
ofl'ered  it.  as  an  additional  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  entertains  it 
in  that  form.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  As  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  No;  but  as  an  additional 
proviso.  There  is  now  r  proviso  to  tbe  reso- 
lution that  this  propoeed  rule  shall  not  apply 
to  the  Forty-Second  Congress,  and  the  geaile- 
man  offers  the  further  proviso,  which  is,  that 
for  the  Forty- Second  Congress  there  shall  be 
an  immediate  drawing.  The  Chair  has  no 
doubt  that  that  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STA  RK WEATHER.  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

The  qnestion  was  pnt ;  and  there  were — ayes 
78,  noes  82. 

Mr.  BIGGS  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Biggs  and 
Mr.  DiCKET  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  89,  noes  99. 

Mr.  PLATT  and  Mr.  HALDEMAN  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

TREATY  OF  WASHINGTON THB  FISHKRIBS. 

The  SPEAKER.  Some  three  weeks  ago 
liberty  was  granted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  make 
a  certain  report  from  his  committee  merelv 
for  reference,  and  this  is  the  last  day  on  which 
he  can  make  that  report.  As  the  matter  now 
before  the  tionse  seems  likely  to  occnpy  much 
time,^  the  Chair  asks  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent it  be  laid  aside  until  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  can  submit  his  report. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  report  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  without  amend- 
menu,  the  bill  (B.  R.  No.  488)  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  mened  in  the 
city  of  Washington  the  8th  day  of  May,  1871, 
relating  to  the  fisheries. 

Upon  consultation  with  gentlemen  of  sev- 
eral of  the  leading  committees  of  the  Hou^e, 
I  move  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  the  third  Tuesday  in  March, 
afler  the  morning;  hour,  and  from  day  to  day 
thereafter  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Would  it  not 
be  well  to  fix  some  time  to  which  the  general 
debate  shall  be  limited? 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  woald  not  like  to  limit  it 
now.     I  will  make  it  as  short  as  possible. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  think  we  had 
better  limit  it  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remark 
that  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations cannot  conflict  with  this  measure,  as 
the  rules  can  always  be  suspended  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  their  bills  by  a 
maiority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Banks's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

CUNDURANOO. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  a  proposition  which 
I  think  will  heal  the  differences  in  the  House 
upon  this  vexed  question  which  is  now  before 
it,  and  that  is,  I  present  the  correspondence 
of  the  State  Department  in  relation  to  **cnn- 
durango,''  and  ssk  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  printed.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  ItwillUke 
a  stronger  drug  than  that  to  do  it.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CONGER.  Would  it  be  in  order  to 
ask  for  the  reading  of  that  correspondence? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  read 
it  in  print 

DRAWING  FOIt  BEATS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Comthittee  on  .the  Hnles, 


1872. 


THE  CONGKESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


833 


Mr.  FARN3W0RTB.  It  Beema  to  rae  it 
rould  be  belter  tbe  Hoaie  should  come  to  au 
nderBlAoding  aboat  thii  maKcr,  It  It  now 
lefore  the  House,  and  if  the  drawing  be  ordared 
L  would  be  eatirelj  nafbir  to  have  titske  phkce 
o-  day,  because  no  notice  has  been  givea  mem- 
lera  of  the  Hoase  who  are  sbtent  la  tbat  they 
night  be  present  when  tlie  driiwing  doe*  t«ks 
■lace.  It  ia  terj  evident  that  maa;  iDembers 
ire  absent,  and  therefore  I  ingKeet  we  let  Iba 
lutttar  of  drawing  for  aeatB  ga  otit  antil  lo- 
norrow,  and  then  the  House  to-day  may  pra- 
:eed  to  Borae  other  buaiDesa. 

Mr.  PBTEftS.  Let  the  geDt^tnan  move 
lis  amendment  so  as  to  require  the  drainng 
o  take  place  on  Wedaeadu;  or  Thursday. 

Mr.  PLATT.  Let  me  call  the  Bttenlbn  of 
.he  g«Btl«meB  to  Uie  language  of  tbe  reeolu- 

Mr.  FABNSWOBTB.  I  am  wilUng  to  Gz 
-he  da;,  but  it  is  nnfair  to  have  the  drawing 
:o-daj  when  so  many  members  are  abMiiL 

Mr.  DIOKEY.  If  Keotlemen  will  agraatfaat 
»new  drawing  shall  take  place,  tbeHooae  will 
content,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  drawing 
shall  take  place  on  Mondav  dbilC: 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  object  lo  de- 
Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Speaker, 
there  are  aa  many  members  present  to-da;  aa 
there  are  Ukely  to  be  on  any  other  day.  I  am  a. 
man  of  frail  coostitation,  yet  I  am  here  in  my 
seat  to-day,  and  Uiose  who  are  not  present  to- 
day would  not  be  present  on  any  other  day, 
save  and  except  those  on  tbe  select  committee 
which  has  gone  to  New  Orleans.  This  ques- 
tion is  now  Defoce.  the  Houae,  and  it  bad  better 
be  settled  at  once. 

Mr.  BIQGS.  It  is  apuarent  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  which  has  gone  to  New 
Orleans  wonld  be  unfairly  dealt  with  by  having 
the  drawing  take  place  to-day. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Yes;  and  we  must  not 
forget  the  membera  of  the  House  on  that  com- 
mittee  have  goDO  to  New  Orteana  by  order  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  -The  Chair  nnderstands 
thegeotlemaa  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farkswokth] 
to  suggest  aa  a  eomptomise  that  the  quesiioa 
be  postponed  till  Wednesday  next. 
.  Mr.  BANKS.  I  agree  to  ihat.  I  haVd  a 
resolution  here  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 


Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  object  ta  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  Haa  itbeendecided 
that  the  drawing  for  aeata  shall  take  place? 

Th9  SPEAKER.    It  has  not. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  We  want  that  de- 
rided. Ir  it  is  decided  that  this  drawing  for 
■eata  shall  take  place,  then  I  take  it  those  in 
&var  of  it  will  consent  to  an  adJi>Qi'pti>cnt  of 
the  qnestion  till  Wednesday  next,  or  some  day 
next  week.  Bat  we  wnat  it  settled  definitely 
M-day  whether  we  are  lo  have  a  drawing  or 
not,  and  that  has  not  yet  been  done. 

Ur.  KILLINQBR.     I  call  foe  the  regular 


Mr.  SHELDON.    I  wish  to  inquire  whether 

the  Seageant-at-Arma  can  be  instructed  to  keep 
the  membera  on  the  ontaide  tier  of  desks  pres- 
ent until  this  qneBtion  is  decided  T 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  a  parliament- 
ary queition. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     I  move  the  rules  be 


rules. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  lundBriUntf  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Ur.  PETERS.  Ob,  no  j^  you  con  make  your 
motion  aAerward. 

Mr.  COX.  With  the  canaantof  the  Baase, 
I  (bonld  like  to  make  a  brief  explanatton.  I 
offered  this  reaoluUon  this  momiag  witbont 
iaiendiog  to  take  up  the  lime  of  tbe  House. 

A2i>  Cong.  2d  Sks.— No.  53. 


Mr.  STRONG.  T  object  to  debate;  and  call 
for  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  W.R.  ROBERTS.  We  must  settle  thia 
question  in  aomeway,  and  it  is  better  for  ns  to 
settle  il  to-day. 

Mr.  FETEKS.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  nilaB. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  meet 
to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  There  has  been  one  motion 
to  adjonrn,  and  under  the  rules  it  is  not  in  order 
to  entertain  another  motion  to  adioi 


the  House  has  decided  tbe  qnestion  a 
~otioB  to  suspend  tbe  rules. 
The  queatioa  was  taken;  and  there  « 


the 


So  (two-tbirdshaving  voted  in  favor  thereof) 
the  rulea  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  B.  F.  MESSRS  stated  that  he  had 

B aired  with  his  colteagne  from  Pennsylvania, 
[r.  Sboevixkb. 

The  resnlt  of  the  vote  was  then  announced 
us  above  recorded. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  move  to 
suspend  the  mlea  and  pasa  the  following  reso- 

Baolwtd,  ThatwerMWcniaa lb* last UirM amend- 
mants  lo  tbs  Coostitatioa  ■■  valid  parts  thereof. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  tl^  motion. 

The  yeai  and  n^  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MAYNABD.  Wiltthe  gentleman  from 
New  York  allow  me 

Hr.  COX.  I  ol^ect  to  debate.  We  have 
had  enougb  of  this  sort  of  foolery  already. 

Hr.  HOAR.  Will  thegeutlemanfromNew 
York  [Mr.  Bbooks]  state  in  bis  resolatioD 
what  those  amendments  are? 

Mr.  UAYNARD.  I  wish  to  suggest  that 
be  ahaU  name  them  aa  the  thirteenth,  four- 
teenth, aud  fifteenth  arftendneuts. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ottfect  to  debate.  We  have 
had  a  lot  of  deaiagagnery  on  this  sniigect,  and 
I  want  DO  moT«  of  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  hare  no 
objection  to  modifying  the  resolution  as  sug- 


The  SPEAKER.    The  Clerk  will  report  the 
reBolution  as  modified. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follawa  -. 

ActolKd.  Thatwsrsco^licttaa  thirtaanth.  fonr- 
taontb,  snd  tirtatnth  nmandmBali  to  tha  Canstitti- 

Mr. FARNSWORTH.  Woolditbeinorder 
to  inquire  if  we  recognize  other  parts  of  the 
Constitution  aa  valid?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COX.     I  object  to  debate. 

The  question  was  on  suspending  tbe  rilles 
and  passing  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Bhooks,  of  New  York. 

The  qnestion  was  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeasl6C,naya  32,  notvoliogSl ;  as  follows: 


So  (two  thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

During  tbe  roll-csll, 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York,  said:  Mycol- 
leagae,  Mr.  Potter,  isabsentoo  account  of  the 
death  of  one  of  his  relatires.  If  present  he 
would  have  voted  "  ay." 

Mr.  LAMISON  said:  My  colleague,  Mr. 
McKiKHET,  is  absent.     If  present  he  would 


SCItETIBS  OF  JBS3B  J.  SIMPKIXa. 
Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  (H.  U.  No.  1S90) 
for  tbe  relief  of  the  sureties  of  the  late  Jesse 
J.  Simpkiai,  deceaaed )  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, and,  with  tbe  accompanying  memorial, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

DBAWINa  FOK  8BATS.' 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  offer  the  resolnlion 
which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  shall 
move  that  the  rules  be  snspended  and  the  res- 
olution adopted.  Before  doinf;  so  I  woold 
like,  by  the  permission  of  the  uouae,  to  say  a 
single  word. 

Mr.  STRONG.    I  object. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE,  Let  ns  have  a  *ote  on 
tbe  regular  order. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    Then  I  move  that  the 
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Mr.  RIBBARD.  I  wish  to  tuBke  ft  partU- 
mentarj  iiiqaii7.  I  submit  whether  the  peod- 
iag  rootiou,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  motion  to 

postpone,  is  not  oat  of  order. 

The  SPEAKEK.    In  what  respect? 

Mr.  BIBBABD.  On  theground  that  itpro- 
poies  to  accomplisti  b;  a  resolotion  that  which, 
m  the  form  of  n  motion,  would  be  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Bat  the  gentleman  wiil 
obaerre  that  this  reiolntion  reqaires  for  its 
adoption  a  two-thirda  vole,  whereaa  an  ordin' 
ar;  motioD  to  postpone  may  be  adopted  bj  a 
majority. 

Mr.PLATT.  Mr.  Speaker,  whatbas become 
of  my  raolion  to  adjourn? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand  the   gentleman   a»   insiBting  upon  that 

Mr.  PLATT.     I  do  insist  upon  iL 

The  question  beiof*  taken  on  the  motion,  it 
was  declared  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PLATl'.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  80,  nays  110,  not  voting 
49;  as  follows: 
TEAS— Mesirs.  AdBins,  Ambler,  Arthur, 


P.  UuSnti     ._ 
'.  CjimpbeLUCrflS 
IdwnrdJ,  Ely  Fftr 


Q  Bliiir,  Jiin 
ind,  Dh. 


lii,.  Dun- 
■t,  Qol- 


»rm.r,  Uar 
1.  Hooptr,  t 


P»ek»rd.  ^Mkor,  Isiuut  C. 
PI  alt,  Poland.  Plindia,  Ri 

■    ■  1  A.  Smith.  Wortt^ 


.m.  borphli.  Xibluk, 
irkcr.  Ell  Perry,  Petcn. 
ey.lteul.  John  M.Rice, 


S(OBshlon,TalI«,  Terry,  ThomM,  Tyner,  UiwonlvMi 
Trumo,  W^dell,  Wakemui,  WaJdron,  WallMe, 
Weill.  Wheeler,  Willord,  Williims  of  lodiaaa,  John 
T.  Wilion,  Wincli«tor,  »ai  Wood— BO. 

NAYS-U««ra.  Acker.  Averill,  B»DBni.  Bell, 
BeTcridic  Bigby,  BingbBm.  Bird,  Brifbt.  Georia 
M.  Brooks.  Buckley,  Roderick  K.  Butler,  CildweTl, 
Cnrroll,  Willinni  T.  Clirke,  Freeman  Clarke  Cobb, 
Ooburo.  CoihlBD.  Caminrn.CoiiKer,  Connor.  Cotton. 
Crabi,  Creely,  Critober,  Dicker.  DoDun.  Doi.  Du 
Boie.  Duall,  Duke,  Eamea.  Eldridge,  Farirell,  Fin- 
kelnbgrg,  Cberlea  Foster.  Wilder  D.  Foater.  Qeti. 
Uuodncb.OriBth.HaDeock.  Hanks.  Harens,  Unw- 
lul.  Uiiyi,Uererord.  UerndoD,  Uibbard.  Hoar.  Hol- 
man.  lIonEbtan.KiDit. Lamport.  Lewii.LrDCh. Mao- 
son.  Marshnll,  Huynard,  HcClellnnd.  McCormick, 
Mc<)rew,MclHtrre,MeJaDkia,  McNeely.  Harriok. 
UeajnmiD  F.  Meyers,  MDnroa.Uoore.Morer,  Leon- 
ard Myen,  Orr.  Palmer.  Ueaaa  W.  Parker,  Peck. 
.  Pendleton.  Paroe,  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Porter,  Price. 
Randall,  Rilchia,  William  K.  Roberts,  Robinwn, 
Rusk.  Siircant,  Sawyar,  Sewions.  Staaolu,  Sbeldon, 
Siiernood.  Slocam,  Bnanp,  Ttaomu  J.  Speer,  Sta- 


Wilmn,  and  Yiuiii-iiO. ""' 

MOT  VOTING-Menrs.  Ames.  Arc"^- 
Barbar.  Barry.  Braiton.  Coi,  Dawn,  E 
liotl.  Forker,  ilar-  "    " "-" 


r.  iSrichall! 


Iruton.  Coi,  Dawn,  De  Large.  £1- 
enry  D.  Foster.  aarBeld,  Ualsay. 
n  T.  Harris.  Hay.  Gerry  W.  llule- 


a.  LansiOE,! 


;  Wkite- 


lou.Hill.Kelli<eg.Keiii 
UcCrarr.  Molter  "- 
Necle;,  Poller.  E 

Suyder.'B.  MiltL 

St.  John.  Dwight  Townsend.Tulhiii.  nam,  nm 
ley.  Whitlborne.  aod  Williams  oC  New  Yark-tf . 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qneition  now  recnm 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes. 
see,  [Mr.  Math«rd,]  to  suspend  the  rules  and 
pass  the  resolution  offered  by  him. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  should  like  toask  the  gen- 
tlenjan  to  amend  his  resolution  by  substituting 
Wednesday  for  Thursday. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.    We  do  not  ogreetotbat. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  Let  me  suggest  an 
amendment,  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  get  a 
larger  box  than  the  one  wc  have  been  using 
heretofore  in  the  drawing  of  seats. 

Mr.  PETERS.     Why? 

Mr.  VAN  THUMP.    Beeauseitis  too  small. 

TheSPEAKEB.  ThegentlemanfromLouis- 
iana  auks  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
modify  his reeolulion  so  asto  makeit  Wednes- 
day instead  of  Thursday. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Let  ns  vote  down  the 
resolution ;  it  is  all  wrong. 

Mr.  W,  R.  ROBERTS.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Chair  whether  an  amendment  is  now  in  order? 


The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  bnt  the  gentle- 
man who  offBra  a  resolution,  if  there  be  no 
objection,  is  permitted  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  HAYNABD,  I  6ndtiiatwhtlel might 
oblige  onr  s^ntleman  I  would  be  disobliging 
many  others,  and  therefore  I  do  not  conaent 
to  any  modification,  bnt  ask  the  vote  be  taken 
on  my  resolutioo  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  PETERS  demanded  the  yeas  and  na;s 
on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rales. 

The  yeae  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  80,  nays  107,  not  voting 
1)2;  as  follows: 


.So(<    „^ 

not  suspended. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  move  to  saspend  the 
rales  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  following 
resolution. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Riiahcd.  That  we  recogniie  aa  valid  and  binding 
all  eiisUni  laaa  psased  by  Concrea  for  tbe  antoree- 
mont  of  tbe  thirte^th.  roarteDUtb,  and  flfteenth 
amendmenia  to  tbe  Constitution,  and  forthepro- 
leotion  of  citiiena  in  their  righta  under  the  Con- 
atitation  ai  amended. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Some  of  those  laws  are 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  ELDBIDOE.  I  think  we  had  better 
take  those  c%aes  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  HoDsa  divided;  and  tiiere  were— oye* 
SO,  noes  79. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 

Mr.  ELDBIDOH;.  This  wonld  seem  to  be 
an  appeal  from  tbe  House  sober  to  the  House 

The  resolution  was  again  read.  > 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentary 
inquiry 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn? 

TheSPEAKEB.    It  is. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  ask  the  gentlenian  to 
modify  his  resolation  so  as  to  include  all  the 
laws  whichCongreashas  passed  daring  the  paat 
ten  years,  all  now  in  force. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  If  the  Honse  now  ad- 
journs, when  wilt  this  pending  resolntioa  come 
upagtua? 


TheSPEAKEB.  At  tbe  close  of  the  morn- 
ing hour  on  Monday  nexL 

Mr.  COX.  Where  does  the  resolution  come  ■ 
from?    It  does  not  sound  like  good  sense. 

Mr.  MAYNARD,  When  does  Ibe  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  come  up? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  the 
unfinished  business  to-morrow  morning  after 
the  reading  of  the  Journal ',  but  if  it  be  not 
concluded  at  half  past  one  o'clock  the  bill  from 
the  Committee  ou  Education  and  Labor  will 
then,  under  the  order  of  the  Honse,  come  up  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  other  business. 

Tbe  reaolutioo,  if  not  agreed  to  to-morrow, 
will  come  up  the  next  dair,  and  must  be  dis- 
posed of  as  onfiniahed  business. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  misuoderatood  the  effect 
of  the  previous  decision  of  tbe  Chair.  I  had 
supposed  we  wonld  have  had  the  whole  of 
to-morrow  for  it.  1  withdraw  the  motion  to 
odiourn. 

Mr.  KILLINGER.    I  renew  it 

The  question  being  pat  on  tbe  motion  to 
adjourn,  there  were — ayes  119,  noes  GG. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  Days.  I  am  opposed  to  adjonrnment 
for  once  in  my  life. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  there  were — 
ayes  forty-four ;  more  than  one  fifUi  of  tbe  last 
Tote. 

So  the  jeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  alErmative — yeaslOS,  nays  66,  not  voting 
49 i  as  follows: 


'  So  tbe  motion  Uja^joom  was  agrted  to. 
Pending  the  annonacemi>nt  of  the  result  of 

Mr.  a'mBLER.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
must  come  to  a  vote  on  this  resolution.  There 
is  no  object  in  taking  up  the  morning  boar  to- 
morrow, and  I  sanest  that  by  general  arrange' 
meol  a  vote  be  hao  at  two  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day.    I  hope  that  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  geniieman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ambler}  asks  that  there  be  onani- 
mons  consent  to  takine  the  vote  on  Wednes- 
day at  two  o'clock  without  dilatory  motions. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.    I  object. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.    I  desire  to  offer,  for  ref- 
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'ftnia;  also,  tbe  petition  ofK  workers  in  tbe 
iteel-works  of  Uiller,  Barr  ti  Parkioi ;  also, 
he  petition  of  42  workers  in  tbe  KeDsiogton 
roU'Wotks;  also,  the  petitioD  of  96  workers 
n  the  LindiUy  It  McCuibeon  rolling,  mill,  AUe- 
•bany,  PeuDByUania ;  also,  tbe  petition  of 
LOO  workers  in  tbe  Piltsltarg  iton-worilB,  Pill«- 
jurK,  PennsylvaDia ;  also,  the  petition  of  142 
vorken  in  tbe  iron-works  of  the  borough  of 
McKeeaport,  AUrgban?  county,  PennsylTania ; 
ilso,  the  petition  of  1,110  workers  in  the  iron- 
vorks  of  Ormabj  borough,  Alleghany  connty, 
PennsyUania. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  854  late  soldiers  and 
tailors,  for  thepassage  of  an  act  granting  an 
iqualized  bounty  of  $8  33^  per  moDtb  to  all 
ate  soldiers  and  sailors. 

Also,  tbe  remonatrance  of  BOO  oEcers  and 
;rews  of  Ohio  and  Uississippiiiver  tow-boats, 
tgaiost  reducing  the  steam  pressure  on  said 
loata  below  one  btindred  and  fifl;  pounds  to 


Byllr.  PALUER:  Tbe  pel  it  ion  of  the 

■-  -"         -  -   -     .      i,prayiD? 

stilled  spiT 


ihe 


By  Mr.  PRICE:  The  petition  of  sundry 
silizens  of  Towns  county,  Georgia,  praying  a 
reduction  or  abolition  by  Congresi  of  the  tariff 
OD  salt,  coal,  and  pig  iron. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mra.  Dicey  D.  Fowler, 
widow  of  James  B.  Fowler,  late  of  company 
A,  first  regiment  Qeorgia  Tolunteers,  war  of 
1861,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  EAINBY:  The  report  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  Chamber  of  CoTnmerce  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina, 

By  Hr.  SPEER,  of  Oeorgia:  The  petitions 
of  Joseph  A.  Stewart,  of  Rockdale  county,  John 
Jones,  of  Baldwin  county,  and  J.  W.  Wells,  of 
Lowndes  eonnty.  asking  the  removal  of  ibeir 
politicsl  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  SPRAOUE :  The  petition  and  otber 
papers  in  the  ease  of  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Snod- 
grass,  company  B,  thtrty-»in(h  regiment  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  praying  arrears  of  back 
pay  due  him. 

By  Mr.  STEVENSON:  Tbe  petition  of 
Charles  Taylor,  James  R.  Johnson,  W.  W. 
McColgin,  Henry  Bender,  and  186  others, 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  for  tbe  Union,  praying 
on  equalization  of  bouoties. 

By  Mr.  STORM :  The  petition  of  Sarah 
Pugh,  widow  of  QeorKc  Dreher,  late  private 
in  independent  riflemen,  Pennsylvania  volun' 
teers,  in  tbe  war  of  1812,  commanded  by 
Captain  Benjamin  Stroh. 

Also,  the  petition  of  W.  R.  Thomas  and 
46 others,  citizens  of  Redington,  Northampton 
county,  Pennsylvania,  remonetrating  against 
any  change  in  the  tariff  laws  abating  or  abol- 
ishing daties  upon  sucb  articles  as  are  success- 
fully produced  in  this  country,  and  praying 
the  repeal  of  all  duties  npon  tea  and  coffee 
and  such  otber  articles  of  necessity  and  com- 
fort as  cannot  bs  produced  in  tbe*  United 
States,  and  the  encouragement  of  American 
iadosii?. 

By  Ur.SWANN:  The  memorial  of  Jennie 
O.  Larraey,  eaardian  of  the  minor  sisters  of 
William  A.  Larraey  deceased,  praying  a  pen- 
By  Mr.  THOMAS:  The  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Craven  coonty,  North  Carolina, 
praying  a  uniform  tax  of  sixteen  cents  on  all 
descriptions  of  manufactured  tobacco.  Also, 
the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Carteret 
county,  in  the  same  State,  on  the  same  subject. 
ByMr.  WALDRON;  The  palition  of  Elliott 
Elmer  and  others,  Union  soldiers  of  Wayoe 
county^  Michigan,  asking  the  paasago  of  an 
act  giving  a  bonnty  of  f  8  B-IJ  per  month  for 
the  '■  1     n      .  a     . 


served,  after  deducting  nny  Qovem- 
. .  jnty  heretofore  received. 
Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio :  The  petition  of 


roent  bounty  heretofore  ri 


W.  E.  Phillips  and  120  olhi 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  laborers  in  Ibe  Ports- 
moath  iron>works,  praying  the  repeal  of  all 
daliet  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  tariff  as  wilt  encourage  home 


POST  ROVTK  BILLS  IHTBODUCED. 

The  followiog  were  introduced  nnder  the 
rale,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  GARRETT;  A  bill  to  eaUbliih 
a  post  road  in  the  State  of  Tenneuee,  from 
Livingston,  in  Overton  connty,  via  Sweet  Gam 
Plains,  Ward  or  Fox  Springs,  t«  Salino,  in 
Cloy  county. 

By  Mr.  KING :  A  bill  to  establish  a  post  in 
Lincoln  county,  Missouri,  from  Troy  to  Chan- 
till^,  thence  to  New  Salem,  thcace  Co  Cap-as- 
Gris.  ihence  to  Burr  Oak  Valley,  thence  to 
Dryden,  and  Ihence  back  to  Troy,  all  in  Lin- 
coln couoty,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  McNEELY:  A  bill  to  establish  a 
certain  post  road  in  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana:  A  bill  to 
establish  a  post  road  from  New  Onrdao,  in  the 
SUte  of  Indiana,  to  Arba,  in  said  St*te. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuBSDiY,  F^/niaiy  6, 1872. 
Pt»yer  by  Rer.  0.  H.  Tifpimt,  D.  D.,  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey, 
Tbe  Journal  of  '      ' 
read  and  apptovi 

XXECDTITB  COMUDHICATIOH. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  Ibe 
Senate  a  letter  of  Spencer  F.  Baird,  commis- 
sioner offish  and  fisberies,  communicatiag,  in 
obedience  to  law,  his  report  of  operations  and 
in  qui  ides  prosecuted  daring  the  year  1871  in 
reference  to  the  decrease  oT  food  fishes  on  the 
eea-coast  and  in  the  lakes  of  the  United  State* ; 
which  was  ordered  Co  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
prioted. 

PJjTiriO.NS  AMD  MKUOHllLH. 
Mr.  FBNTON.  I  {maent  the  memorial  of 
over  one  thonsand  leading  merchants  and 
bankers  of  the  city  of  New  York.  I  believe 
no  more  important  memorial  hoi  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Congress,  in  respect  to  tbe  char- 
acter of  the  memorialists  and  the  subjecte  of 
wbicb  they  treat.  Generally,  in  presentiDg 
papers  to  the  Senate,  I  have  made  a  brief 
■«tateiDent  of  the  object  in  a  sin^e  sentence, 
but  I  feel  that  I  am  jnstiGed  in  this  case  in 
making  a  fuller  statement,  and  I  cannot  do 
this  better  than  in  tbe  impressive  and  earnest 
language  of  the  memorialists  themselves.  I 
hope  the  Senate  wilt  iodalge  me  while  I  read 
what  they  say : 

"Wa.  ths  nndenimcd  eiUisna  of  tbs  Unitsd 
BtaUi,  h*viai  at  b*srt  tbe  ben  IntereMi  of  onr 
Bsnntry,  ahoTa  all  partj  or  nlHah  sonridaralioas, 
do  moat  cara«tlv  patltion  van.  In  sack  behalf,  to 
(tve  yonr  earlieit  and  most  thorooth  attantian  to 

of  Ihflday.uamaly,  the  lava  and  rMalatloua  Mtttat- 
ini  and  savaininf  the  folloirinf  laluecti ; 
_  Firt).  Appolntmenli  to  and  rNcovaJi  IVom  poblio 


na.    Tbin  power,  in  tha 

ulsd  in  final,  penm]--" 

,  and  fnqaanUT  bu  b< 

ioS»u"nded  cbBrgea,  as  preferable  ti 


"Liiira  anthoriiini:  euoh  proceEdinn  &re  >ub- 
vertlvB  of  prtnta  rlgbti,  snd  unirorlEv  of  s  frea 

"Other  mattera  than  thcae.  parta 

leaa  be  brouiLt  Seforo  yon.    Wa  oi ^^ 

hereto  tba  avili  most  patent  and  of  broadeat  eStcl. 
to  tba  lerorm  ofwhieli  evaiv  food  ciliwn  mnatlosd 
his  aid,  and  necrinfldenOy  nojie  for  your  early  and 
bTOnble  notion." 

As  will  be  seen  Ibis  pclilion  relates  largely 
to  the  subject  embraced  in  tbe  customs  servico 
bill  which  I  had  the  honor  some  time  since  to 
report  to  the  Senate  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Finance;  but  as  there  are  some  otber  subjects 
to   which   the   memorialists  refer  that  seem 

S roper  for  the  consideration  of  the  Finance 
ommittce,  I  move  that  tbe  memorial  ha 
referred  to  that  committee. 

In  this  connection,  Mr.  President,  if  the 
Senate  will  indulge  me  one  mumcnt  longer,  I 
desire  to  call  tbe  attention  of  Senators  to  the 
fact  that  the  bill  to  wbicb  I  have  alluded  was 
made  the  special  order  for  the  17th  of  last 
month ;  but  owiug  to  tbs  senerat  desire  of 
Senators  that  the  amnesty  bill  and  tbe  appor- 
tionment hill  should  he  first  considered,  I  did 
not  urge  the  hilt  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate  at  that  time.  I  now  give  notice 
that  when  the  amnesty  bill  shall  nave  been 
disposed  of  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  bill  and  act  upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TbeSenatorfrom 
New  York  gives  notice  that  as  soon  as  the 
amnesty  bill  shall  be  disposed  of  he  will  insist 
on  Ihe  Senate  considering  the  bill  ([S.  No.  3) 
to  regulate  the  service  in  the  collection  of  cus- 
toms at  the  various  ports  of  entry  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  &c.,  which  is  now  the  oldest  special 
order  on  the  Calendar- 
Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  that  important 
petition  is  referred,  I  should  like  to  inquire  of 
my  friend  from  New  York  »belher  be  ts  right 
in  referring  it  to  the  Fioance  Committee?  It 
seems  to  mc  to  concern  the  civil  service  reform. 
I  would  inquire  what  committee  of  tbe  Senate 
is  considering  civil  service  reform  ? 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  believe  the  Judiciary 
Committee  have  the  subject,  so  far  as  the  bill 
iotrodaced  by  Che  Senatorfrom  Vermont  [Mr. 
EoxoHiis}  is  coneetDed,  under  consideration. 
I  have  no  choice  in  tbe  matter.  So  far  as  the 
petition  relates  to  the  customs  regulations 
and  revenue  service,  tbe  Committee  on  Finance 
have  already  acted  upon  the  subject  as  pre- 
sented in  the  bill  to  which  I  have  referred ; 
but,  if  it  is  deemed  best  by  any  Senator  that 
tills  petition  should  go  to  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Judiciary,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  merely  call  the  attention 
of  my  friends  Co  the  point.  I  have  no  positive 
opinion  upon  iL  I  am  very  strongly  m  favor 
of  civil  service  reform,  and  rshoald  like  to  do 
anj-thios  to  help  the  committee  that  is  engaged 
in  considering  it  if  I  knew  what  committee  it 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  is  engaged  in  considering  it. 

Mr.  TBUMBdLL.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  are  eoneideriog  the  general  subject ; 
bat  this  petitron,  as  I  understand,  allihougb  I 
did  not  pay  very  particular  attention  to  it, 
relates  to  the  custom-house  in  tbe  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  management  of  that  p«rticnlat 

Mr!  FENTON,    Fait  of  it  relates  to  civil 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  was  about  to  say  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  have  been  consid- 
ing  the  subject  of  the  customs  at  New  York 
particularly,  and  have  reported  a  biU  wbicb. 
It  is  faoped,  will  remedy  aome  of  the  abuses 
that  ezisC  there,  or  all  of  iheoaas  tbe  Senator 
from  Ohio,  I  believe,  thought,  if  it  was  enacted 
into  a  law ;  and  perhaps,  as  that  particular 
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Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  National  Tobacto  Association,  askins  the 
passage  of  an  act  fixing  a  uniform  tax  of  six- 
teen cents  per  poand  on  manafactared  tobacco 
entering  the  market  for  consumption  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Segar,  of  Elizabeth  City,  Virginia,  praying  com- 
pensation for  the  nse  of  his  &rm  by  United 
States  troops  from  May,  1861  to  1866;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
*  He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Puget  sound,  Washington  Territory,  praying 
Congress  to  grant  a  charter  and  a  liberal  dona- 
tion of  Ihnd  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
across  the  Cascade  mountains  to  the  head  of 
Paget  sound,  at  the  most  suitable  point ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  J.  B.  Chap- 
man and  others,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  granting  the  right  of  way  for  a  railroad 
from  the  hc^  of  Paget  souhd,  in  Washington 
Territory,  across  Che  Cascade  mountains,  by 
the  forks  of  Columbia  river,  and  thence  to  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  at  Green  river ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Marie  Smith,  mother  of  Albion  G.  Smith, 
praying  that  she  be  granted  a  pension ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Amer- 
ican Temperance  Commission,  praying  that 
Congress  by  appropriate  legislation  will  here- 
after prohibit,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Goyernment  of  the  United  State8>  the  manu- 
facture, importation,  and  sale  of  all  intoxi- 
cating liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beyerage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Ameri- 
can Temperance  Commission,  praying  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  ot  the  United 
States  providing  that  no  candidate  shall  here- 
after be  eligible  to  any  Federal  office  who  is 
addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as 
a  beverage,  and  that  drunkenness  in  any  in- 
cumbent of  such  office  shall  be  deemed  at  any 
time  sufficient  cause  for  his  immediate  impeach- 
ment and  deposition ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  late  colored  soldiers  in  the 
United  Stotes  Army,  prayinc  that  a  bounty  of 
$8  83i  a  month  be  grantea  to  all  honorably 
discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  for  the  entire 
time  served,  and  an  amendment  to  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  15, 1870, 
so  as  to  allow  soldiers  or  sailors  to  enter  the 
amount  of  land  therein  allowed  without  the 
requirements  of  settlement  and  cultivation; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic\  Lands.  * 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  also  present  a  memorial 
signed  byLucy  Stone,  president  of  the  Woman 
Suffrage  Association,  Julia  Ward  Howe,  chair- 
man 01  the  executive  committee,  Mary  Grew, 
corresponding  secretary,  and  Henry  B.  Black- 
well,  recording  secretary,  asking  tha^  women 
may  be  allowed  to  vote  and  hold  office  in  the 
Territories,  and  also  that  an  aiiiendment  may 
be  made  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  allow  women  to  have  the  right  to 
vote  and  hold  office  like  men.  I  move  the 
reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of 
Margaret  G.  Meade,  administratnx  of  the 
estate  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased,  pray- 
ing payment  of  the  amount  due  him  from  the 
Spanish  Government  and  assumed  by  the 
united  States;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  C£[ANDLER  presented  the  petition  of 
J.  G.  Schaeffer,  publisher  of  the  Whitehall 
Forum,  of  Whitehall,  Muskegon  connty,  Mich- 
igaoi  praying  for  such  an  amendment  to  Uie 


postal  laws  as  will  allow  persons  kaown  as 
regular  publishers  and  dealers  in  newspapers 
and  periodicals  to  receive  by  mail  such  quan- 
tities of  either  as  they  may  require,  in  bulk, 
whether  wholly  or  in  part  printed,  and  pay  the 
postege  thereon  as  received,  at  the  same  rates 
pro  rata  as  regular  snbscribers  to  publications 
weighing  four  ounces,  who  pay  quarterly  in 
advance ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ontonaeon,  MichigaUf  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  another  jadiciai  district  in  the  upper 
peninsula  of  that  State ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  presented  a 
memorial  of  John  S.  Beach  and  others,  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  praying  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  committed  between  the 
years  1793  and  1801 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  teble. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSBN.  I  present  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
setting  forth  that  whereas  Congress,  in  view 
of  the  approaching  centennial  of  American  in- 
dependence, has  provided  for  celebrating  that 
day  by  holding  a  national  exhibition  of  arts, 
Ac. ,  Congress  should  pass  a  law  to  purchase  the 
Hall  of  Independence  and  the  square  on  which 
it  stands  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  that  it 
may  be  formally  dedicated  to  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1876,  the  money  to  be  ezi>ended  by  Philadel- 

Khia  in  erecting  a  suitable  building  for  the 
olding  of  this  international  exhibition.  I 
move  the  reference  of  this  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  additional  papers 
in  the  case  of  James  A.  Forgey,  of  Union 
county,  Iowa,  for  a  pension ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  department 
of  Minnesota,  adopted  at  its  annnal  meeting, 
for  the  modification  of  the  homestead  law  so 
that  the  time  of  service  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  time  required  by  law  for  tekingland  under 
the  homestead  act,  and  also  in  favor  of  a  lib* 
eral  increase  in  the  payment  of  pensions  to 
pensioners  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
rsferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Frank 
Nolen  and  others,  citizens  of  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  late  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  U  ni- 
ted  States  Army  and  Navy,  requesting  Con- 
gress 80  to  modify  the  homestead  law  of  20th 
of  May,  1862,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
that  the  time  which  the  soldier  or  sailor  served 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  after  two  years' 
actual  residence  upon  his  homestead,  may  be 
deducted  from  Uie  term  of  five  years'  residence 
which  the  act  now  requires  before  he  can 
acquire  title  thereto;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affhirs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Marshall 
Alden  and  others,  late  ot  the  United  Stetes 
Army,  praying  that  the  homestead  law  be  so 
amended  that  the  time  which  the  soldier  or 
sailor  served  in  the  Army,  after  two  years* 
actual  residence  upon  bis  homestead,  may  be 
deducted  from  the  term  of  five  years'  resi- 
dence ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Mihtery  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WrrOBRAWN  AND  BXrKRRVD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VICKBRS,  it  was    ^ 

Ordered.  That  the  petition  and  papem  of  John  A. 
BbipkioB  DO  withdrawn  firom  the  files  of  the  Sonate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NYE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  J.  A. 
Thompson  be  withdrawn  from  the  flies  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIPTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Qeorge  Sims  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers  firom  the  ulos  of  the  Senate. 


RV0RT8  OP  C0MUITTBB8. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  588)  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the 
redemption  of  the  three  per  cent,  temporary 
loan  certificates,  and  for  an  increase  of  national 
bank  notes,*'  approved  July  12,  1870;  which 
was  readf  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  (S.  No.  589)  to  prohibit  the  issne  and 
use  of  notes  or  bills  as  currency  in  certain 
cases ;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  448)  to  provide  for 
the  opening  of  a  military  and  post  road  from 
the  mouth  of  Walnut  river,  iu  Kansas,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Main  Cashe  river,  in  Texas, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

Air.  TIPTON.  The  Committee  on  Pensions 
have  directed  me  to  report  back  the  bill  (S. 
No.  314)  for  the  relief  of  Martha  J.  Thurs- 
ton, luasmuch  as  the  husband  died  before 
the  lieutenant's  commission  issued  to  him, 
the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  report  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Frederick  Wheeler, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Harper,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  money  colkcted  for  internal 
revenue  stamps  stolen  from  him  on  or  about 
the  20th  of  March,  1807,  submitted  an  adverse 
report ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCRD. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introdoce  a  bill  (8. 
•No.  590)  to  charter  the  Paget  Sound  and  Nor- 
folk Oceanic  Continental  Air- line  Railroad 
and  Tele^ph  Company,  and  ^ant  right  of 
way ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  This  bill  has  been  handed 
to  me  to  present  to  the  Senate  because  it 
relates  to  my  State  somewhat.  1  do  not,  bow- 
ever,  in  presenting  the  bill,  pledge  myself  to 
vote  for  it. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  prinited. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S*  No. 
591)  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Areata,  in  Humboldi  county,  Oalir 
fornia ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  remirk  in  reference  to 
thia'bill  that  it  passed  both  Houses  during  the 
last  Congress,  but  failed  to  receive  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  on  account  of  some 
imaginary  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Inte- 
rior Department.  I  now  have  some  papers, 
which  I  present  with  the  bill*  that  I  wish  the 
committee  to  refer  to  that  Department  and 
see  if  they  have  any  real  objection. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and, 
with  th4  accompanying  papers,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  (S. 
No.  592)  to  aid  the  construction  of  the  San 
Diego  and  San  Bernardino  railroad;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SPENCER  adced,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  593)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  W.  Bisse, 
late  second  lieutenant  eighty-second  regiment 
Illinois  volunteers ;  whicn  was  read  twice  b^ 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mill- 
tery  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LOGAN  asked,  and  bv  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No* 
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thftt  Dountry  greoUr  thaa  woald  be  prodaoed  by 
manj  oidinury  wars.  It  is  estimated  that  the  loss 
Biutained  by  ue  eaptnre  and  baroiog  of  American 
veesels  has  been  about  fifteen  million  dollars,  or 
nearly  three  million  ponnds  sterling.  But  that  is  a 
small  part  of  the  injury  which  has  been  inflicted  on 
the  American  marine.  We  have  rendered  the  rest 
of  her  vast  mercantile  property  for  the  present 
Taiaeless  under  the  system  of  free  trade  by  which 
the  commerce  of  the  world  is  now  so  largely  carried 
on.  If  you  raise  the  rate  of  insurance  on  the  flag  of 
a»y  msoitime  power,  yon  throw  the  trade  into  the 
hanos  of  its  competitors,  beeanse  it  is  no  longer 
profitable  for  merchants  or  manufacturers  to  employ 
ships  to  carry  freight  when  those  ressels  became 
liable  to  war  risks.  I  haye  here  one  or  two  facts 
which  I  should  like  to  lay  before  the  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  in  order  to  show  the  way  in  which 
this  has  been  operating.  When  he  has  heard  them 
he  will  see  what  a  cruel  satire  it  is  to  say  that  our 
laws  haye  been  found  sufficient  to  enforce  our  neu- 
triUity.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  account  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  New  York  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 
1660,  and  also  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 18d3, 
which  is  the  last  date  up  to  which  a  comparison 
is  made.  I  find  that  the  total  amount  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  New  York  for  the  first-mentioned  period 
was  |92,00a000,  of  which  $62,000,000  were  carried  in 
Anerioan  bottoms  and  $30,000,000  in  foreign. 

"This  state  of  things  rapidly  changed  as  the  war 
continued,  for  it  appears  that  for  tbe  quarter  ending 
Jane  30, 1863,  the  total  amount  of  the  foreign  trade 
of  New  York  was  $88,000,000,  of  which  amount 
$23,000,000  were  carried  in  American  yessels,  and 
$66,000,000  in  foreign;  the  change  brought  about 
being  that  while  in  1860  two  thirds  oC  the  eommeroe 
of  New  York  was  carried  on  in  American  bottoms, 
in  1863  three  fourths  was  carried  on  in  fo/eign  bot- 
toms. You  see,  therefore,  what  a  oomplete  reyolu- 
tion  must  haye  taken  place  in  the  value  of  Ameri- 
Mn  shipping ;  and  what  has  been  the  consequence? 
That  a  very  large  transfer  has  been  made  of  Ameri- 
can shipping  to  Enj^isb  owners,  because  the  pro- 
prietors no  longer  found  it  profitable  to  carry  on 
their  business.  A  document  has  been  laid  on  the 
table  which  gives  us  some  important  information  on 
this  subject." 

And  then  he  goes  into  the  details,  bringing 
the  figures  at  that  time)  as  you  will  perceive, 
down  to  1863.  The  book  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  from  which  I  resLd  Mr.  Cobden's  words, 
18  a  book  which  was  published  with  a  view  to 
public  information  preceding  this  very  treaty, 
and  which  was  circulated  everywhere,  and  or 
which  I  have  no  doubt  not  only  the  British 
GovemmeDt  but  all  her  representatives  here 
bad  copies  before  this  treaty  was  considered 
and  acted  npon.  It  is  the  very  valuable  book 
of  Mr.  Be&man,  which  was  printed  in  the  win- 
ter of  1870-71,  and  covers  the  statement  of  this 
whole  case.  In  this  book  of  his  he  again  sets 
forth,  in  the  strongest  language,  not  only  the 
BCtaal  damage  to  our  vessels  as  a  ground  of 
claim,  but  also  all  the  indirect,  as  they  are  some- 
timet  called,  but  more  properly  called  the  direct 
natural  and  consequential  damages  growing 
ont  of  these  acts ;  and  he  states  them  much  in 
the  way  that  Mr.  Cobden  does,  only,  perhaps, 
in  a  more  summary  and  concise  manner.  He 
states  them  as  grounds  for  consideration  and 
groands  for  claim  on  the  part  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. I  will  read  only  one  clause  of  this, 
because  I  am  asking  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  to  make  these  remarks: 

**  The  escape  of  and  burnings  by  tbe  Florida.  Ala- 
bama, and  other  vessels  greatly  increased  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  the  insurgents,  and  on  that 
account  the  contest  was  very  much  prolonged.  That 
contest  cost  the  United  States  $4,000,000,000. 

"  Let  any  one  think  of  that  amount  and  make  his 
own  estimate  of  how  much  less  the  United  States 
would  have  been  obliged  to  expend  if  the  <^ueen'B 
proclamation  of  neutrality  had  never  been  issued, 
and  if  the  Florida  and  Alabama  had  never  escaped 
from  Liverpool.  ,       ... 

"  In  ^is  connection,  remember  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  United  States  war  vessels  wore  for  ibur  years 
employed  in  seeking  to  prevent  tbe  escape  of  some 
Florida  or  Alabama  from  a  British  port,  or  ia  vainly 
searching  for  her  over  tbe  ocean ;  and  remember  that 
tbeso  same  United  States  yessels  could  have  been 
need  more  effectually  to  close  the  southern  ports,  if 
they  bad  not  been  needed  for  this  other  purpose. 

"These  damages  to  the  nation  can  only  be  approx- 
imated at,  bat  their  existence  is  certain  and  the 
amount  is  monstrous.  These  are  the  words  of  Cob- 
den : 

" '  You  have  been  carrying  on  hostilities  from  these 
i<hore8  against  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  been  inflicting  an  amount  of  damage  on  that 
country  greater  than  would  be  produced  by  many 
ordinary  war*,' " 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
VArmontwill  pleage  sQspend  his  remarks.  The 
morning  hour  li^as  expired,  and  the  unfinished 
business  is  before  tb^  SepAtei  being  the  amnesty 
Wll. 
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Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  VernoDt.  I  hope  my 
colleague  will  be  allowed  to  finish  his  re- 
marks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT. .  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  unfinished  bosiness  will  be  passed 
over,  subject  to  a  demand  for  the  regular  order, 
and  the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  resume 
his  remarks  on  his  resolution.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This,  then*  is  the  record 
evidence  we  have  which  demonstrates  beyond 
any  reasonable  cavil  not  only  that  the  letter 
and  text  of  the  treaty  fairly  includes  the  mak- 
ing of  these  claims — I  do  not  say  the  paying 
of  them,  that  is  one  of  the  matters  which  we 
agreed  to  arbitrate;  it  may  be  that  they  will 
be  decided  against  us ;  that  is  another  ques- 
tioD.  But  the  right  to  make  these  claims 
and  have  the  fair  and  unbiased  judgment  of 
the  tribunal  of  arbitration  upon  them^  is  found 
in  the  very  letter  of  the  treaty.  It  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  for  years  the  English  Govern- 
ment and  nation  had  had  notice  of  the  fact 
that  these  damages  were  accruing;  had  had 
notice  of  the  fact  that  they  were  a  part  of  the 
claim  and  part  of  tbe  ground  for.reimbarse- 
ment  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
thought  was  a  just  and  proper  ground  for 
reimbursemeDt. 

Now,  Mr.  President^  what  does  this  mean  7 
It  would  look  almost  like  a  pretext  for  revok- 
ing the  treaty  or  a  contrivance  to  exert  au 
external  influence  upon  the  arbitrators  preju- 
dicial to  our  case  before  them,  if  the  Qovern- 
ment  or  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  were  to 
assume  the  attitude  imputed  to  them  by  the 
press  reports.  If  it  be  the  first,  then  let  us 
say  amen  and  enter  no  more  iato  treaties  with 
Powers  who  are  so  ready  and  willing  to  break 
them,  and  be  ready  at  tlie  proper  time  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  and  enforce  the  j'ust  claims  of 
our  country.  Contrary  to  the  plain  meaning  of 
this  treaty  on  another  topic,  as  well  as  to  the 
universal  understanding  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment and  people,  the  confederate  loan  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  claim  on  the  part 
of  Britisb  subjects  before  the  commissioners 
sitting  at  Washington,  and  the  judgment  of 
that  body  has  been  taken  upon  it,  happily,  in 
favor  of  our  own  Government;  but  it  remains, 
if  the  fact  be  as  is  asserted,  for  tbe  British 
Government  to  fly  in  the  face  of  its  most 
solemn  stipulation  because  we  make  a  claim 
which  its  own  statesmen  had  pointed  out, 
which  our  own  statesmen  had  expounded  and 
upheld,  which  had  been  made  public  every- 
where, and  which  was  brought  directly  to  the 
notice  of  that  Government  in  these  v^ry  nego- 
tiations, and  which  it  had  by  unmistakable 
language  in  the  treaty  agreed  to  bave  tried 
and  decided. 

But  if  the  motive  of  the  English  nation  in  its 
supposed  attitude  be  the  other  obe  I  have  men- 
tionedj  namely^  to  exert-  an  influence  from 
without  on  the  minds  of  the  tribunal  at  Genevai 
and  as  it  may  be  called  to  prejudice  or  over- 
awe the  jury  through  clamor  and  passion, 
then  the  sooner  that  fact  is  known  the  bet- 
ter for  all  parties  concerned. 

I  am  reluctant.  Mr.  !^esident,  to  believe  that 
either  of  these  alteraatives  exists,  but  in  view 
of  the  known  history  of  these  $Sain  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  imsjg^ae  any  oikPh  if 
indeed  the  whole  report  is  noi  a  newspaper 
canardi  as  I  trust  in  tj^e  interest  of  peace  and 
honor  it  may  be.  If,  however,  upon  obtain- 
ing this  information,  which  I  hope  we  shall 
ask  for,  it  shall  appear  that  these  reports  are 
true,  it  will  be  a  subject  for  earnest  considera- 
tion, and  steps  of  preparation  and  preeantion 
should  be  taken  in  OEoer  that  our  honor  and 
our  just  rights  may  be  upheld.  1  hope,  there- 
fore, that  this  resolution  may  be  anopted  at 
this  time  unanimously. 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  it  is 
not  my  purpose  in  risinji  to  discoss  the  ques- 
tions which  have  been  discussed  in  a  prepared 
speech  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  It 
seemed. to  me  that  the  resolution,  as  I  heard 


it  read  at  tbe  dedc,  carried  an  improper  im- 
plication with  it.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
adopt  a  resolution  in  this  body  on  tbe  assump- 
tion that  the  British  Government  is  going  to 
repudiate  a  solemn  treaty  it  has  made.  If  I 
am  correctly  informed.  Parliament  luis  not 
yet  assembled,  and  we  have  no  information 
upon  this  subject,  except  some  newspaper 
reports.  Is  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  take  action  on  newspaper  reports,  which 
the  Senator  tells  us  may  be  a  mere  news- 
paper caaard,  in  reference  to  a  solemn  treaty? 
And  is  the  implication  to  be  made  by  us 
ia  advance,  before  Parliament  has  assem- 
bled, on  some  newspaper  report,  that  the 
British  Government  is  about  to  repudiate  its 
solemn  treaty?  Why,  sir,  if  you  wanted  to 
bring  about  a  repudiation  of  the  treaty,  one 
of  the  ways  to  accomplish  it  perhaps  would 
be  to  charge  upon  your  adversary  that  he  was 
goifl^  to  repudiate  it  before  he  had  taken  any 
acts  mdioatittg  such  a  course. 

Mr.  THURldAN.    Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  yield  ? 

Mr,  TRUMBULL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Allow  me  to  make  a 
single  remark.  If  I  am  not  mistaken.  Parlia- 
ment meets  to-day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    To-day. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  so,  we  shall  have  the 
queen's  speech  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  take  some  action;  but  this  is  in 
advance  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament;  we 
have  no  information  of  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  all  these  remarks  are  based,  as  I 
understand,  upon  some  newspaper  reports. 

It  strikes  me  that  the  latter  part  of  the  res- 
olntipn  contains  an  assumption  that  is  very 
offensive.  It  womld  be  offensive  if  made  toward 
BSf  and  I  think  the  phraseology  of  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  changed  if  it  is  to  pass.  I  (lave 
no  reason  to  suppose,  nor  do  I  lor  a  minute 
entertain  the  idea,  that  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  ailer  having  solemnly  entered 
into  a  treaty  for  the  settlement  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  have  been  long  pending;  between 
us,  is  in  advance  going  to  repudiate  that  treaty. 
If  she  does,  let  the  respoosiDility  be  npon  her ; 
but  I  would  not  in  advance  assume  that 
that  Govermment  or  any  civilized  Government 
woald  do  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  a  little  surnriaed 
that  my  good  friend  from  Illinois  should  be  so 
alarmed  in  favor  of  the  British  Government. 
My  resolution  proposes  no  assumption  at  all. 
It  is  an  ordinary  resolution  of  inquiry  asking 
the  President,  if  compatible  with  the  public 
interestSi  to  tell  us,  in  substance,  what  inform- 
ation he  may  have  upon  .a  subject  that  the 
British  newspapers  deciare  to  be  a  subject  of 
consideration  by  her  Majesty's  (Government, 
one  not  neoessarily  needing  t^e  action  of  Par- 
liament at  all,  and  which  the  Britishnewspapers 
say  is  based  on  the  ground  that  is  referred 
to  at  the  dose  of  my  resolution.  The  resolu- 
tion assumes  nothing*  It  only  asks  the  Presi- 
dent if  these  reports  are  true,  if  he  is  willing 
to  tell  ns.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  wish  merely  to  call 
attention  to  the  oonckding  lines  of  the  reso- 
lution. It  requests  the  ^resident  to  com- 
mnnioate  certain  information  ''respeotinjr  the 
alleged  intention  of  the  Government  of  Great 
BriUan  to  revoke  the  toeaty  lately  eonclad^d 
between  that  Government  and  the  United 
States,, unless  the  claims  of  this  Government 
arising  under  said  treaty  shall  be  presented  to 
the  arbitrators  at  Geneva  upon  a  principle 
and  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  other  party." 
Mr.  President,  is  not  that  an  insult  to  any* 
body  in  reference  to  a  case  that  you  have  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration,  to  assume  that  the  oppo- 
site party  will  not  submit  to  the  arbitration  he 
has  agreed  to  unless  you  present  yonr  claims 
upon  a  principle  and  in  a  manner  agreeable  to 
bun? 
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from  WiBconsiQ  is  a  short  criminal  seetion 
pQoishing  as  a  crime  by  a  prosecatioa  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  the  denial  to  any 
person  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  pre- 
vious condition  of  senritude,  of  the  right  to 
stop  at  an  inn,  to  .travel  on  a  highway,  to  use 
the  services  of  a  common  carrier,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  ordinary  pablic  worship  open  to  all 
other  citizens,  and  to  exercise  the  common 
rights  of  citizens  fr^ly  granted  to  all  citizens 
except  those  of  African  descent. 

The  first  objection  I  have  to  this  amendment 
is  that  the  remedy  is  inadequate.  The  only 
^ay  you  can  enforoo  an  obligation  to  do  justice 
to  citizens  is  by  giving  a  private  right  to  the 
injured  party  to  sue.  The  only  remedy  pro- 
vided here  in  this  act  of  Confess  is  a  crimmal 
remedy,  a  criminal  prosecution.  I  doubt  very 
much,  in  the  absence  of  specific  law,  whether 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment, and  under  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
any  person  injured  would  have  a  right  to  sue 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  There  is 
no  express  provision  giving  a  remedy,  a  civil 
action  in  a  court  of  the  United  States,  for  an 
injury  of  this  kind,  and  vrithout  that  express 
provision  I  doubt  whether  the  courts  would 
entertain  jurisdiction  of  cases  of  this  kind.  So 
that  the  only  remedy  of  any  person  deprived 
of  any  right  to  stop  at  an  inn,  the  right  to  be 
carried  on  a  railroad,  the  right  to  go  wherever 
any  other  citizen  may  freely  go,  is  a  criminal 
proceeding  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
now  alreadv  overrun  with  business.  IL seems 
to  me,  with  due  deference  to  the  judgment 
of  my  honorable  friend,  that  this  remedy  is 
inadequate. 

Mr.  C  AKPENTER.  WW  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  has  been  no 
discussion  on  that  point  at  all,  and  I  should 
certainly  have  no  objection  to  modify  my 
amendment  in  that  respect,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion from  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  My  attention  has 
not  been  called  to  that  point  at  all,  nor  has  it 
arisen  heretofore  in  debate.  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  inserting  such  a  section. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  has 
power  to  modify  his  amendment  now,  if  he 
chooses  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  will  modify  it  in  that 
respect,  by  adding  a  section  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senatorfrom 
W  iscon  sin  m odifies  his  amendment  as  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  the  onlf  difference 
between  the  first  section  of  the  .amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
as  now  modified,  is  this :  that  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  prevents 
a  corporation  organized  as  a  church,  where  the 
services  of  the  Christian  religion  are  conducted, 
from  discriminating  against  a  man  on  account  of 
race,  color,  or  previotis  condition  of  servitude. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  And  my  amendment 
does  not  regulate  the  jury  system  in  the  State 
courts 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  in  another  sec- 
tion.    I  speak  now  of  the  first  section* 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  is  still  another 
difference.  In  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  the  ground  of 
Federal  intecference  is  put  upon  Uie  fact  of 
an  act  of  incorporation  granted  by  the  State 
or  the  Federal  Qovemment.  In  the  amend- 
ment I  have  offered  I  put  the  right  of  the 
General  Government  to  interfere  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  an  institution  supported  by  taxation 
or  public  endowment  for  public  use,  which  I 
think  a  very  important  distinction. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  would  seem  to  narrow 
the  difference  between  these  two  sections  very 
much  indeed.  If  a  negro  has  a  right  to  stop 
at  an  inn,  if  he  has  a  right  to  be  carried  on  a 


railroad  or  on  a  navigable  stream,  if  he  has  a 
right  to  attend  school  with  white  children,  and 
these  rights  are  to  be  protected  by  law,  why  not 
protect  him  in  the  right  to  enter  a  church  where 
God  Almighty  is  worshiped?  It  teems  to  me 
that  to  stop  there  is  dividing  hairs.  If  the 
church  is  a  public  organisation,  created  as  a 
corporation,  thrown  open  to  the  public,  it 
onnit  to  be  open  as  freely  to  the  black  man  as 
to  the  white  man.  Any  cnurch  association  that 
would  exclude  a  man  because  of  his  color  from 
worshiping  God  within  its  walls  is  a  heathen 
church ;  it  is  not  a  Christian  church.  Why, 
sir,  neither  Catholics  nor  Protestants,  nor  any 
denomination  of  Christians  in  this  land,  would 
exclude  any  man  on  acconnt  of  color,  and 
they  never  did  it  that  I  know  of.  There  are 
ipreat  numbers  of  Catholic  black  men  attend- 
ing the  Catholic  churches  in  this  city.  You 
can  see  them  in  anv  ehorch.  I  do  not  believe 
now  that  anychurcn  organizaUon  has  excluded 
from  within  its  limits  men  of  the  black  race. 
If  they  do,  they  fly  in  the  face  not  only  of  the 
old  Scriptures,  but  of  the  new ;  they  fly  in  the 
fiftce  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Christian  religion  which  r^ard  all  men  as 
descended  from  a  common  ancestor  and  as 
entitled  to  an  equal  inheritance  in  a  future 
state  of  rewards  or  punishments.  I  therefore 
do  not  see  the  difiference  between  these  two 
propositions,  so  far  as  the  first  section  of  each 
amendment  is  concerned. 

Now,  in  regud  to  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  the  only  pur- 

fose  of  the  first  section  of  the  amendment,  if 
understand  it  correctly,  is  to  secure  to  -a  col- 
ored man  or  one  of  the  Asiatic  race  the  right 
to  enter  a  public  inn,  which,  b^  the  common 
law,  is  the  rip^ht  of  every  British  subject  or 
citizen ;  the  rieht  to  travel  on  your  navigable 
waters,  which  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  made  free  to  all :  the  right  to 
travel  in  cars  on  your  railroads,  which  are 
works  of  public  improvement,  contributed 
largely  to  by  the  public  funds;  the  right  to 
enjoy  the  common  privilege  of  going  over 
the  countrv;  the  ri|(ht  to  participate  in  your 
school  fund,  which  is  collected  auke  of  black 
and  white ;  the  right  to  enter  a  church  dedi- 
cated to  the  wonhip  of  Almighty  God.  It 
seems  to  me  these  are  the  common  rights  of 
humanity,  and  that  any  State  law  or  regals* 
tion  which  abridges  these  rights  deprives  a 
man  of  that  which  by  the  common  law  he  is 
entitled  to,  and  of  rights  secured  to  him  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Perhaps  before  going  further  I  may  as  well 
allude  to  the  argument  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Mob&ill,]  whom  I  respect 
so  much  that  I  dislike  to  differ  with  him.  He 
seems  to  treat  the  fourteenth  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  a  rather  immaterial  pro- 
vision. He  thinks  it  does  not  enlarge  in  any 
way  the  scope  of  the  old  Constitation  or  the 
old  amendments  to  the  Constitution.  Now, 
what  are  the  rights,  privileges,  and  inunnnities 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  The  four* 
teenth  article  declares  that — 

**  No  State  shall  make  or  eaforoe  any  law  which 
shall  abridce  the  privileseeor  immaaities  of  oitiMot 
of  the  United  Sutei." 

What  are  the  riehts,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States?  Are  they 
contained  in  this  Constitation  ?  Are  they  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  ?  Are  they  limited 
by  the  Constitation  ?  Are  they  given  by  the  Con* 
stitution?  Not  at  all.  The  old  Constitotion  has 
not  the  word  '*  rights"  in  it.  There  is  no  pro* 
vision  of  the  old  Constitution  of  1787  tliat  has 
any  bearing,  directly  or  indirectly,  on  this  ques- 
tion, except  that  provision  of  the  second  section 
of  the  fourth  article  which  declares  that — 

**The  oitisens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 

Srivilexes  and  immnnitieB  of  oitisens  in  the  several 
tates." 

It  was  made  one  of  the  great  objections  to 
this  Constitution,  by  the  anti-Federalists  of  the 
school  of  Patrick  Heniy,  that  this  Constitatioii 


was  a  Constitution  of  powers  and  not  of  rights ; 
that  it  secured  no  rignts  to  the  citizen.  The 
answer  of  the  Federalists  was  that  the  rights 
of  the  citioens  were  amply  secured  by  giving  to 
the  citizen  of  one  State  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  citizens  of  any  other  State  :  but 
that  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  anti-Fedend- 
ists,  and  they  insisted  npon  the  old  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  which  bristle  all  over 
with  the  word  *^ri^hts,"  and  which  do  secure  to 
the  American  citizen  certain  important  rights. 
But  these  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
do  not  define  all  the  rights  of  American  citi- 
zens. They  define  some  of  them.  The  Con- 
stitution itself  amply  secures  some  of  the  rights 
of  American  citizens,  but  the  ninth  amendment 
expressly  provides  that — 

"The  enomeratioB  in  the  Oonititatioa  of  certain 
rif  hU  shaU  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
others  retained  by  the  people." 

There  are  certain  rights  enumerated  in  these 
articles  of  amendment,  but  they  are  not  al> 
the  rights  of  the  American  citizen ;  very  far 
from  it.  Where  do  we  find  the  record  of  those 
rights?  The  fourteenth  amendment  then 
coming  in  says : 

**  No  State  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  which 
shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immonities  of  oitiBeos 
of  the  United  States." 

What  are  those  privileges  and  immunities? 
Are  they  only  those  defined  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  rights  secured  by  the  amendments  ? 
Not  at  all.  The  fj^reaX  fountain-head,  the  great 
reservoir  of  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen 
is  in  the  common  law,  the  old  charters  that 
were  wrenched  by  our  ancestors  five  hundred 
years  ago  and  two  hundred  years  ago  from 
English  Idngs.  Our  rights  are  not  limited  to 
those  given  by  the  Constitution.  What  are 
those  rights?  Sir,  thsy  are  as  innumerable 
as  the  sands  of  the  sea.  Yoa  must  go  to  the 
common  law  for  them«  the  source  from  which 
my  friend  can  draw  the  inspiration  df  genius 
and  of  eloquence. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Allow  me  to  call  the 
Senator^  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  word 
*'  rights ' '  does  not  occur  in  that  section  of  the 
fonrteenth  amendment  at  alL  The  distinction 
which  I  make,  and  the  distinction  which  the 
courts  have  made  is,  between  the  privileges 
and  immunities  which  belong  to  a  citizen  as 
such,  and  which  under  that  section  the  State 
cannot  abridge,  and  those  political  rights  of 
voting,  of  holding  office,  of  serving  as  a  juror« 
&e.j  which  may  be  taken  away  at  the  pleasure 
of  a  State  even  under  the  Constitation  as  now 
amended. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  distinotion  between 
rights  and  immunities  and  privilege^is  very 
narrow  indeed.  I  know  of  nib  decision  which 
makes  that  distinction  in  the  way  that  is  now 
suggested  by  my  honorable  firiend  from  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  very  first  decision 
ever  made  on  the  subject  was  a  decision  of  the 
supreme  oourt  of  Marylaad,  drawing  that  dis- 
tinction |>recisely,  and  saying  that  the  right  to 
rote,  for  instance,  was  not  one  of  the  privileges 
or  immnnities  of  a  citizen  ;  that  that  language 
was  confined  to  the  right  to  bay  and  sell  real 
estate,  to  act  as  trastM,  guardian,  &c. 

Mr.*  SHERMAN.  Let  us  see  what  are  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  a  citizen.  Is  not 
every  man  who'is  compelled  to  pay  taxes  enti- 
tled to  the  fiiir  and  equal  protection  of  the  law  ? 
That  is  expressly  provided  for.  That  is  his 
privilege  aa  an  American  citizen.  The  narrow 
confinement  of  Ihese  words^  '' privileges  and 
immunities''  is  not  the  fair  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  by  any  means. 

Now,  what  are  tne  rights  that  are  secured 
by  this  amendment?  Let  us  see.  They  are 
the  common  privileges  of  every  English  sub* 
ject  and  American  citizen,  however  humble  he 
may  be,  and  they  are  classed  as  privileges  in 
the  old  common  law.  What  is  a  public  inn  ? 
It  is  everjr  man's  home.  ''I  will  take  mine 
ease  in  nune  inn:"  any  man  can  say  that  ia 
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Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Seaator  will  per- 
mit me  to  remind  him  that  another  right  of 
every  English  tabject  by  the  common  law  is  to 
htkve  his  case  tried  before  a  judge  who  holds 
office  by  a  life  tenure  from  the  Crown.  Is  that 
one  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  Ameri- 
can citizenB? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No^  because  we  have 
changed  that  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  We  have  not.  We  have 
expressly  affirmed  that  no  Federal  judge  can 
hold  by  any  other  tenure. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  my  friend  will 
not  be  so  troubled.  I  say  that  in  all  mat- 
ters where  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  not  changed  the  common  law,  the 
rifhts  and  privileges  of  an  Englishman  are 
inherited  by  us.  They  are  enforced,  sanc- 
tioned, and  maintained  by  new  provisions. 
In  some  cases  old  privileges  and  immunities 
granted  to  a  few  are  taken  from  them  and 
given  to  the  many. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  fneod  will  pardon 
me  once  more.  The  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  certainly  not  taken  away  from 
a  citizen  of  a  State  the  right  to  an  impartial 
trial  in  the  State  and  by  a  judge  holding  by 
life  tenure.  Nowj  I  want  to  know  if  we  can 
under  that  provision — and  I  do  not  see  why 
we  cannot  if  it  applies  to  jurymen — provide 
that  no  State  court  shall  be  held  by  any  judge 
unless  he  holds  by  the  life  tenure? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  my  friend  allow  me 
to  call  his  attention  to  the  last  words  of  the 
section  from  which  he  read,  as  follows: 

*'  Kor  ihall  any  State  deprive  uiy  person  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor 
deny  to  aoy  person  within  its  Jurisdiotion  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws?" 

Does  not  a  Stale  violate  that  provision 
when  it  excludes  colored  persons  from  the 
jury  box  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  seems  to  me  as  clear 
as  day,  and  the  sophistry  of  my  friend  from 
Wisconsin  cannot  impair  it,  that  if  in  any  com- 
munity where  a  great  number  of  black  men  are 
by  law  citizens,  if  a  law  of  the  State  prevents 
those  men  from  sitting  on  a  jury  because  thev 
are  black  men^  such  a  law  does  deprive  such 
citizens  of  a  privilege,  an  immunity  which  they 
have  a  right  *to  enjoy  in  every  part  of  this 
country  as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  '  All 
the  sophistry  of  my  honorable  friend  cannot 
shake  tnis  conclusion.  The  very  idea  is  absurd. 
I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  the  evil  is  imaginary, 
because,  with  the  exception  of  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Delaware,  there  is  now  no  State 
which  excludes  black  men  from  the  jury-box. 
Perhaps  I  am  making  the  statement  too  strong. 
I  do  not  know  how  many  States  yet  refuse  to 
allow  a  negro  to  serve  on  a  jury  because  he  is 
black. 

Mr.  SA  ULSBURY.  I  understand  the  hon- 
orable Senator  has  referred  to  my  State  and 
made  the  impression  that  by  law  colored  peo- 
ple are  excluded  from  church  associations. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  I  did  not  say  that. 
I  said  that  I  did  not  believe  there  was  a  State 
or  a  church  in  the  Union  that  would  exclude 
a  black  man  from  the  sanctuary  because  of  his 
color. 

We  come  now  to  the  question  of  jurymen. 
Does  any  State  of  this  Union  deny  to  a  black 
man  the  right  to  be  tried  bj  a  jury  composed 
of  one  black  man,  even,  of  twelve?  Is  there 
such  a  State? 

Mr.  MORTON.    Kentucky. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Kentuckv  is  coming  up. 
Kentucky  is  a  little  slow,  but  1  think  she  will 
be  all  right  She  has  only  within  a  few  days 
given  to  negroes  the  right  to  testify;  and  we 
must  remember  that  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago 
many  of  the  northern  States  denied  negroes 
that  right ;  even  the  State  of  Ohio  within  thirty 
jrears  baa  denied  the  negro  the  right  to  testify 
in  any  tribunal 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    What  other  SUte? 
Mr.  SHERMAN.    Nearly  all  the  western 


States,  Indiana,  Illinois,  And  nearly  all  of 
them.  I  do  not  know  whether  Vermont  is  in 
that  category  or  not. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    She  n^ver  was. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
common  sense,  the  love  of  fair  play,  and  the 
spirit  of  liberty  which  aninuite  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  cause 
all  these  aistinctions  founded  on  the  old  law 
of  slavery  to  melt  away  under  the  progress  of 
our  civilization.  No  man  can  defend  the 
exclusion  by  law  of  black  men  from  a  jury-box 
when  you  try  the  black  man  by  a  jury.  If  the 
black  man  is  too  degraded  to  sit  upon  a  jury, 
he  is  too  degraded  to  be  tried  by  a  iury;  ho 
ought  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  other  way. 
And  so  with  the  power  to  testify. 

Why,  sir^  according  to  modeni  ideas  and 
modern  science,  we  gather  evidence  from 
everything  living  and  dead.  The  dead  are 
made  tospeakby  the  power  of  chemistry  and  by 
scientific  observations.  The  living  are  made 
to  speak,  young  and  old.  Any  exclusion  of  a 
man  because  up  is  a  negro  from  the  right  to 
testify  is  simply  absurd,  and  in  every  State  it 
will  gradually  disappear.  Take  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury.  With  the  single  exception,  I 
think,  of  Delaware  and  Kentucky,  I  do  not 
know  of  any  State  where  thia  exclusion  is  aow 
maintained.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  I  will 
acknowledge  the  error.  In  nearly  all  the 
southern  States.  North  Carolina}  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Tennessee;  in  all  these  southetn  States  the 
right  to  serve  on  a  jury  is  extended  to  all| 
black  and  white,  without  distinction ;  and  this 
provision,  about  the  constitutionality  pf  which 
my  friena  from  Wisconsin  has  some  doubt, 
only  applies  to  two  States.  It  doea  seem  to 
mei  not  that  it  is  the  right  of  a  man  to  serve 
on  a  jury,  but  that  it  is  the  right  of  all  men 
to  have  a  fair  law  and  rule  by  which  men  of 
their  own  race  and  occupation  and  oolor  may 
serve  on  a  juiy.  It  is  the  right  of  the  accused 
and  not  the  right  of  the  trier :  it  is  the  right 
of  the  accttsea  that  is  abridgea  by  these  State 
laws.  When  I  see  that  that  right  is  guarantied 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  all 
the  Federal  courts;  by  the  constitutions  of 
nearly  all  the  States  in  the  State  courts;  b^ 
the  common  law,  the  fountain  of  our  civil 
rights,  we  ought,  where  it  is  denied,  to  correct 
it  if  we  can  by  Federal  legislation. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Will  my  hon- 
orable friend  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Do  I  under- 
stand him  to  aigua  that  that  is  a  right  belong- 
ing to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States — the  right 
to  sit  upon  a  jury? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No ;  I  ssy  it  is  the  ri^ht 
of  the  person  accused  to  have  an  impartial 
trial ;  that  men  of  his  own  race,  color,  or  con- 
dition shall  not  be  excluded  on  that  account 
I  put  it  rather  on  the  right  of  the  accused,  than 
the  right  of  the  juron    - 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator 
seems  to  confound  the  rights  belonging  to  men 
generally  and  the  rights  which  belong  to  an 
American  citizen.  By  inquiry  is  whetJ^er  the 
Senator  pretends  that  these  rights  we  are  con- 
sidering oelong  to  all  men  wno  happen  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  their 
citizenship,  or  whether  he  claims  them  as 
belonging  to  men  as  men? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  claim  them  as 
belonging  to  man,  but  I  claim  that  they  belong 
to  American  citizens,  under  the  common  law, 
which  prevails  all  over  this  country,  inherited 
from  England. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Now  I  ask  the 
honorable  Senator  on  that  basis  how  it  hap- 
pens that  they  are  not  Applicable  to  women 
and  children?    They  are  all  citizens. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  rej^rd  to  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  af  to  women^.it  is  ^  mere  matter 
of  municipal  regulation.  , 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  is  a  matter 
of  municipal  regulation;  but  that  raises  the 


precise  question.  It  is  matter  of  municipal 
regulation;  and  can  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  invade  it?    That  is  the  point. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  So  far  as  the  mere  equity 
of  the  question  raised  by  my  friend  is  con- 
cerned, I  have  no  point  to  make.  I  never 
could  give  any  reason  that  was  satisfactory  to 
my  own  conscience  why  an  intelligent,  edu- 
cated woman  should  be  excluded  from  the 
jury-box. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  But  the  Ques- 
tion comes  back  whether  the  Congress  oi  the 
United  States  may  interfere.  In  my  State 
there  are  no  distinctions  at  all:  black  and 
white  all  unite  together  at  churcnes,  schools, 
and  everywhere  else;  but  undoubtedly  my 
State  Could  interpose,  if  it  chose,  and  give 
women  the  ballot  or  put  them  in  the  Jury* 
box;  but  it  does  not;  aad  can  you  do  it? 
That  is  the  question* 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  oertaia  I  would 
not. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Mame.  Can  Coogross 
doit?    That  is  the  p(»ot. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  desire  to  pro- 
long my  remarks  by  entering  into  a  discussion 
of  women' s  rights.  I  can  only  sav  that  I  never 
could  give  any  good  reason,  satisfactory  to  my 
own  conscience,  why  a  womaa  should  not  be 
allowed  to  vote  or  why  she  should  not  be 
allowed  to  hold  office,  or  have  the  right  to  sit 
upon  a  jury,  except  that  I  would  not  vote  to 
^ve  them  tWe  rights,  because  I  do  not  think 
it  is  best  for  human  society,  oi^^anized  as  it  is 
on  the  basis  of  the  family,  to  introduce  such 
disturbing  elements  into  the  family  circle, 
which  is  even  of  higher  obligation  than  the 
obligation  of  Qovemment. 

There  is  one  objection  I  have  to  make  to 
the  fifkh  section,  in  which,  I  presume,  I  shall 
not  find  much  concurrence.  The  fifth  section 
enlarges  the  naturalization  laws,  so  that  if 
this  section  passes,  Japanese  and  Chinamen 
and  West  Indiamen  and  East  Indiamen,  men 
from  all  latitudes  and  from  all  climes,  can  be- 
come naturalized  citizens  of  the  Unitea  States. 
From  the  foundation  of  our  Government  until 
a  year  or  two  ago  it  has  been  the  policy  of  our 
Qovemment  to  oonfine  naturalisation  to  the 
white  races.  Why?  Because  they  assimilate 
rapidly  with  the  races  that  people  (mr  continent 
and  form  the  citizenship  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Take  a  man  from  Sweden,  from 
Russia,  from  Poland,  from  Germany,  from 
Italy,  or  from  any  land  peopled  by  the  white 
race,  let  him  come  here,  and  in  five  years  he 
easily  and  rapidly  assimilates  with  our  insti- 
tutions; his  blood  miugles  with  our  blood, 
and  on  the  whole  rather  improves  the  stock 
But  that  principle  does  not  extend  to  the  blac\ 
or  to  the  Mongolian  races,  and  therefore  it  had 
always  been  the  policy  of  the  Governmenty 
until  1870,  to  exclude  all  the  black  races  from 
our  naturalization  laws,  not  to  ap^ly  them  to 
persons  born  in  Africa,  born  in  Asia,  bom  in 
the  remote  regions.  This  was  partly  upon  the 
basis  that  they  were  heathen  races,  who,  from 
their  nature,  from  the  tenor  of  their  minds, 
could  not  in  &ve  years  be  made  good  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  they  having  a  different 
idea  of  the  sanctity  of  religion,  a  different 
idea  of  the  worship  of  God ;  their  fundamental 
ideas  are  different,  and  you  cannot  make  good 
republican  or  democratic  citizens  out  of  tbem 
in  five  years,  and  they  caunot  and  will  not  and 
do  not  mix  with  the  body  of  our  population. 

I  therefore  do  believe  that  it  is  not  wise  to 
extend  the  principle  of  our  naturalization  laws 
to  any  beyond  the  old  limitation  of  white,  not 
because  I  wish  to  make  distinctions  among 
our  own  citizens  between  white  and  black,  but 
because,  for  reasons  that  are  strong  and  oper- 
ative, I  would  not  extend  the  privilege  of 
naturalization,  a  mere  privilege  conferred  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  to  races  so  dissimilar  as 
ours.  As  for  Uie  blacks  who  ai;e  in  this  coun- 
try, and  their  descendants  who  have  been 
brought  here  or  bora  on  our  soil}  who  have 
Uvea  here  and  are  uow  made  citizens  by  the 
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son  ?  Will  any  one  contend  that  it  shall  have 
a  construction  so  narrow  as  that?  Will  it  be 
contended  that  it  means  that  a  State  shall  not 
deprive  a  person  of  the  equal  protection  of  the 
law  for  his  property:  that  it  shall  be  confined 
to  that  ?  I  submit  that  when  it  declares  that 
DO  State  shall  deprive  any  person  of  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws,  it  means  substantially 
that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  by  a  State  of 
the  equal  benefit  of  the  laws  ]  that  the  word 
*'  protection/'  as  there  used,  means  not  simply 
the  protection  of  the  person  from  violence,  the 
protection  of  his  property  from  destruction, 
but  it  is  substantfallyin  the  sense  of  the  equal 
benefit  of  the  law ;  that  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
mote equality  in  the  States,  and  it  refers  to 
the  laws  of  the  States. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  said  this  afler- 
noon,  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  that  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  under  State  law  was  not 
guarantied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  true.  This  clause  of  the 
Constitution  refers  to  State  laws,  and  provides 
that  whatever  law  a  State  may  have,  the  pro- 
tection and  the  benefit  of  that  law  shall  extend 
to  all  classes.  If  the  State  of  Wisconsin  pro- 
vides for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  then  that 
light  of  trial  roust  be  extended  to  all  persons, 
and  so  far  as  the  benefit  of  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury  is  concerned,  it  must  belong  to  all 
persons ;  it  cannot  be  cenfined  to  a  class ;  in 
other  words,  the  States  cannot  owate  inequal- 
ity by  their  own  legislation.  That  is  the  mean- 
ing of  that  clause.  It  is  not  simply  a  matter 
of  protection,  of  standing  guard  against  phys- 
ical violence,  against  the  burning  of  property, 
against  riot ;  but  it  means  that  no  State  shall 
deprive  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  of 
the  equal  benefit  of  the  laws.  The  word 
'*  protection ''  is  used,  but  it  is  used  in  this 
broad  sense  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

Now  let  me  illuRtrate.  Take  the  case  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky  where  colored  men  are  not 
allowed  to  sit  upon  ajury.  A  colored  man  is 
placed  upon  trial.  He  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury 
of  white  men,  perhaps  for  a  wrong  inflicted 
upon  a  white  person.  He  is  to  be  tried  by  a 
jury  that  have  prejudices  of  race  against  him, 
that  are  now  especially,  and  have  been  for  a 
few  years  past  excited  against  him  because 
he  has  been  attempted  to  be  clothed  with  new 
rights.  I  ask  if  this  colored  man,  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  of  white  men  from  which  all  colored 
men  are  excluded,  can  be  said  in  any  sense  to 
have  "the  eqaal  protection  of  the  law?"  It 
seems  to  me  that  here  we  have  a  strong  illus- 
tration. Here  are  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  people  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  who 
have  ng  right  to  sit  upon  ajury,  althougn  one 
of  their  own  color  may  be  upon  trial.  I  ask 
any  impartial  mind  if  it  can  be  said  that  these 
two  hundred  thousand  people  have  the  equal 
protection,  the  equal  benefit  of  the  law,  or 
nave  an  equal  right  under  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky? To  say  that  they  have,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  to  utter  an  absurdity. 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the  right  to  sit 
upon  a  jury  is  not  a  privilege  that  belongs  to 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates.  That  is- not 
the  question  that  we  are  discussing  now.  There 
was  class  legislation  in  some  of  the  States  when 
that  amendment  was  adopted;  there  is  class 
le^slation  now  in  several  of  the  States  upon 
this  and  other  subjects;  and  it  was  intended 
to  strike  at  all  class  legislation,  it  provide  that 
laws  must  be  general  in  their  effects.  If  you 
say  that  a  man  shall  not  sit  upon  ajury  unless 
he  has  so  much  property,  you  have  a  right  to 
say  that,  because  that  applies  to  men  of  all 
races  alike;  but  if  vou  say  he  shall  not  sit 
upon  ajury  because  he  is  a  colored  man,  that 
becomes  class  legislation  at  once,  and  that 
class  of  people  are  not  entitled  and  do  not 
receive  the  equal  protection  or  benefit  of  the 
laws. 

I  am  willing  to  rest  this  whole  question  upon 
the  eoDStruotion  of  this  clause  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment.      I  bMieve  the  power  to 


pass  this  bill  can  bo  derived  from  other  sources, 
but  it  is  sufficient  to  derive  it  from  this. 

I  have  heard  this  clause  ofHhe  Constitution 
discussed  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  as  if  the 
word  "protection  "  here,  to  which  everybody 
was  to  oe  equally  entitled,  simply  referred  to 
protecting  a  man  against  a  riot,  against  assas- 
sination, against  violence,  or  as  if  it  simply 
meant  protecting  his  property  against  destruc- 
tion— against  a  K\i  Klux  outrage,  if  you  please. 

Mr.  IHURMAN.  As  my  friend  is  discuss- 
ing this  subject,  I  should  like  to  ask  him  one 
question.  As  I  understand  him  he  bases  his 
argument  upon  the  last  sentence  of  the  first 
section  of  article  fourteen,  "  nor  deny  to  any 
person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protec- 
tion of  the  laws."    Am  I  right  in  that? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir  ^  I  am  speaking 
upon  that  point. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  ask  the  Senator 
whether  the  law  of  Ohio  and  the  law,  I  believe, 
of  his  own  State,  which  requires  that  a  juror 
shall  be  an  elector  is  a  denial  of  the  right  of 
the  persons  in«indiasa  and  Ohio  who  are  not 
electors?  Is  it  a  denial  of  the  right  of  aliens 
who  are  not  yet  naturalized  and  who  cannot 
be  electors  and  therefore  cannot  sit  on  a  jury  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senator  to  the  fact  that  this 
right  is  not  limited  to  persons  who  are  citizens. 
The  clause  reads:  *^Nor  shall  any  State 
deprive  any  person" — whether  a  citizen  or 
not — **  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without 
due  process  of  law ;  nor  deny  to  an^  person 
within  its  jurisdiction  " — whether  citizen  or 
not — '*  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws."  How, 
then,  on  the  Senator's  argument  cToes  he  keep 
an  alien  or  a  woman  off  a  jury  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Senator  misses  the 
very  idea  involved  in  this  amendment;  he 
misses  Iho  idea  of  class  legislation.  Persons 
may  suffer  disabilities  f  thev  may  son^itimee 
suffer  disabilities  under  a  State  law  for  want 
of  property ;  (hey  may  snffier  it  for  want  of 
legislation ;  but  still  there  is  no  class  legisla- 
tion about  it ;  there  is  no  inequality  about  it. 
If  we  read  the  history  of  this  amendment  we 
shall  understand  precisely  what  was  meant  by 
it,  ihat  it  was  intended  to  promote  equality  in 
the  States,  and  to  take  from  the  States  the 
power  to  make  class  legislation  and  to  create 
inequality  among  their  people.  Therefore  it 
provides  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  the  equal  prq- 
tection  of  the  laws,  of  the  equal  beneat  of  the 
laws. 

So  far  as  rights  depending  upon  citizenship 
are  concerned,  that  is  another  question  not 
involved  at  all  in  this  discussion.  That  de- 
pends upon  other  conditions.  There  are  cer- 
tain rights  that  do  depend  upon  citizenship, 
political  and  civil  rights;  but  they  are  not 
involved  in  this  matter,  nor  do  they  amount  to 
class  legislation.  But  I  again  pot  the  ques- 
tion, and  with  that  I  shall  conclude  what  I 
have  to  say :  where  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
people  in  a  State  are  deprived  of  the  right  to 
sit  upon  a  jurjr  because  of  their  color,  are 
excepted  from  the  equal  benefits  of  the  law 
because  of  race,  I  ask  whether  it  would  not  be 
broad  nonsense  to  say  that  they  have  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mr.  President, 
I  have  a  word  to  say  in  reference  to  the 
application  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  to  ehurehei.  in  my  uidg* 
ment  it  is  not  wise  for  Congress  to  begin  legis: 
lation  on  that  subject;  it  is  opening  a  crevice 
which  may.  carry  away  all  tae  barriers  and 
work  destruction.  Governmental  tvranny  in 
former  ages  joined  bands  with  ecclesiastical 
tyranny  and  by  the  unholy  alliance  rivers  of 
blood  flowed.  When  our  fhthere  established 
this  Government  they  determined  to  destroy 
ecclesiastical  tyranny  by  severing  it  from  gOT- 
ernmenta!  power. 

The  first  step  that  was  made  in  relief  of  this 


tyranny  was  toleration,  which  Is  a  very  differ- 
ent thing  from  freedom  in  religion.  Tolera- 
tion taxes  all  for  an  establishment,  but  suffers 
voluntary  societies  ond  conventicles.  William, 
Prince  of  Orange,  was  the  earliest  and  roost 
efficient  supporter  and  advocate  of  religious 
freedom,  and  in  this  country  Roger  Williams 
and  Lord  Baltimore  disseminated  and  advo- 
cated the  great  principle. 

Our  fathers  were  not  indifferent  to  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  They  knew  its  value ;  that  its 
internal  restraints  were  essential  to  free  gov- 
ernment, and  yet  declared  that  religion  should 
be  entirely  free.  In  the  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation vou  will  find  a  provision  that  the  States 
shall  uefend  each  other  in  their  religion ;  and 
in  the  Constitution  we  find  a  provision  that 
there  shall  be  no  religious  test,  and  wherever 
provision  is  made  for  the  administration  of 
oaths  there  is  always  the  alternative  of  an 
affirmation.  From  the  earliest  days  of  our 
history  religion  has  been  perfectly  free.  Every 
denomination,  sect,  or  society,  so  long  as  it 
did  not  violate  the  peace  of  society  or  public 
morals,  has  been  at  liberty  to  adopt  what  rules, 
tenets,  or  doctrines  it  pleased.  And  it  is  a 
cardinal  principle  of  Christian  churches  that 
the  head  of  the  church  is  our  Saviour;  aud 
in  putting  forward  that  great  doctrine  more 
than  a  theological  truth  is  announced ;  it  means 
that  Government  has  no  control  over  the 
church.  If  I  should  show  presently  that  the 
provisions  of  this  amendment  infringe  upon 
the  doctrine  of  religious  freedom,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  would  join  with  me 
in  striking  such  provisions  from  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  people  of  this  country  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  Constitution  as  originally  formed,  and 
no  sooner  was  that  instrument  adopted  than 
they  added  an  amendment  in  these  words : 
"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the 
free  exercise  thereof"  These  words  do  not 
mean  that  Congress  shall  pass  no  law  regu- 
lating a  man's  opinicfns  or  feelings,  that  tyranny 
could  never  do. 

The  words  of  the  constitutional  amendment 
do  not  mean  that  Congress  shall  pass  no  law 
regulating  man's  external  conduct,  for  that  is 
morality.  The  '*  exercise  of  religion"  means 
worship.  It  can  mean  nothing  elde.  So  the 
Constitntion  provides  that  Congress  shall  pass 
no  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of  wor- 
ship. Now,  the  Japanese,  in  California,  see 
proper  to  make  nationality,  we  will  suppose, 
a  part  of  their  religion,  and  to  exclude  all 
who  do  not  belong  to  their  people  from  their 
worship ;  or^  the  Huguenots  or  South  Caro« 
lina  might  form  a  religious  society,  and  one 
of  their  regulations  be  that  no  one  should  be 
a  member  unless  a  descendant  of  the  Hugue- 
nots ;  or,  the  Scotch  Presbyterians  might  de« 
dare  that  none  shall  be  connected  with  their 
church  unless  producing  a  certificate  from  the 
church  at  home;  or,  the  Africans  might  form 
a  church  making  emancipation  an  essential  to 
membership.  It  is  clearly  a  restriction  upon 
the  perfect  freedom  of  religious  worship  to 
provide  that  in  these  cases  there  shall  not 
be  liberty  to  exclude  thoee  who  do  not  meet 
the  requirements  stated.  If,  in  the  cases  thst 
I  have  supposed,  there  is  a  right  'to  exclodo 
those  who  do  not  meet  the  description  and 
requirements  laid  down,  then  a  like  right  of 
exclusion  for  other  reasons  incident  to  their 
peculiar  views  belongs  to  all  other  churches. 

In  answer  to  this  view  of  the  subject  it  is  said 
that  the  proposed  amendment  only  applies  to 
ohnrohes  that  are  incorporated.  But  I  ask 
whether  that  limitation  is  foimd  in  the  Consti- 
tution? Does  it  say  that  Congress  shall  pass 
no  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of  religion 
to  churches  that  are  not  incorporated,  but  may 
pass  laws  restraining  that  free  exercise  when 
the  association  is  incorporated?  If  such  had 
been  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  all  the 
churches  would  have  been  and  would  now  be 
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aippi  TiTer  at  HaKsttoe,  Iowa ;  which  wta 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  reiemd  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ASSENitL  AT  ROUE,  NBW  TORE. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  nnaoi- 
inouB  consent  to  report  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropristioas  Houae  bill  No.  792, 
to  aulhoriie  the  sale  of  the  arsenal  at  Rome, 
New  York,  end  lo  appropriate  the  proceeds, 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildines  and  Gronnda. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  f  suggett  that  this  bill 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AKirB,  u  that  committee  already  has  the 
subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  GAIU^IELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  bill  conferred  with  me,  and 
snegeated  that  the  biU  should  go  to  the  Com- 
miUeeon  Public  Baildinga  and  Grounds,  be- 
caase  the  chief  point  of  the  bill  was  the  con- 
struction of  a,  buildiug  there. 

Mr.   SLOCDM.     The  Committee  on   Mili- 

tarj  Affairs  have  been  considering  the  subjecL 

Mr.   GARFIELD,   of   Ohio.      I    have    no 

objection  to  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the 

Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  waa  accordingly  referred  to  the 
Committee  oo  Military  Affairs. 

JOSEPH  HILL  ANSSOH. 
Hr.  SARQENT,  by  unanimous coDsent,  in- 
trodnced  a  bill  (H.  K.  No.  UIO)  for  tbe  relief 
of  Joiepb  Bill  &  Son ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claima.' 

C.  aUBBN  AND  B.  0.  TRAINHR. 
Ur.  COOHLAN,  by  unanimous  conaeut,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  Ho.  1411)  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Qreen  and  Hagh  C.  Trainer; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
PBHStO.NS  rOH  WAKOV  1S12. 
Mr.  storm;  bT  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
daced  a  bill  (H.  K.  No.  1412)  granting  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  1812;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revoln- 
tionary    Penaiona    and    War    of    1612,   and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

IRA  BDCKHAK. 

Mr.  SLOCUM,  by  unanimons  consent,  Jntro- 
dnced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1413)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Ira  Buckmaii ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  PensioDS. 

ORDBR  OF  BUBINKSS. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  I  call  for  the  regu- 
lar order  of  buniness. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  is  the 
onfinished  business  of  yesterday,  in  relation 
to  the  draving  of  Beats. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Will  the  gentleman 
withdraw  that  call  till  I  can  report  a  couple 
of  bills  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  for  print- 
ing and  recommittal  7 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.     I  will  do  so. 
COLONEL  rRSNClS  TIQO. 

Mr.  VOORHEES,  by  unanimous  con  sent, 
from  the  Committee  ontheJudiciary,  reported 
back  a  joint  resolution  (H.  K.  No.  74)  rererring 
the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  deceased,  to  tbe  Court 
of  Claims  for  readjustment;  and  tbe  same  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted, 
FAX  OH  INCOMES  or  STATB  OF^IOBBS. 

Mr.  VOORHEES,  by  nnanimdlia  consent, 
also  reported  back  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary  House  bill  No.  978,  in  reference  to 
the  income  tax  collected  from  officers  under 
State  gnvernmenta ;  and  the  Bame  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  recommitted. 

Mr.  RANDALL  moTed  to  reconsider  the 
TOtea  by  wbich  the  joint  resolution  aod  bill 
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w«re  recommitted  to  the  Ooromitta*  on  Ilia 
Judiciary;  and  also  rooTed  that  tiie  notion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  POSTS  HOT  NEMSED. 

Mr.  DfCSEY,  from  the  CommiUee  OQ  Ap- 
propriations, by  ananimous  consent,  reported 
the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  adopted : 

Stnlval.  That  ths  Steratarr  of  War  be  raqn>«t«d 
ta  inform  ths  Bduhs  of  RoprHmtaCiTSi  what  mili- 
tary P09U  iD  the  United  States  may.  In  bii  opiaion, 
b«  diipoiAd  a[  witfaanl  injary  la  the  larrio*. 
KblCTION  CONTEST — SOBKHCK  TS.  CAMFBELL. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGBR.  I  ask  unanimons 
consent  to  present  a  memorial  and  to  submit 
a  resolution,  not  for  aclion,  but  for  reference 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows; 

Betolved.lbat  In  Ibsoueof  the  notios,  br  Robert 

"  '        '     - -  -hs  leatotLsw      " 


Dok.  or  the  c 
LL.  or  the  t 


■iHtorsof  laii)  diitriotwho  mardesii 
said  oontMl,  wilbin  St«  darl  from  t- 
■n  ameDded  Dotieeof  tbe  sroand  of 


darl  Irom  Uiladata 

iball  laaka,  ae- 


tnd  th*  I 

LTilfterth 

;heiittin(  member  ghall 

— ^d  the  aaid  oonteitaot  Bhall  thsicafier 

hate  Bre  dayi  in  whioh  lo  take  taitimonr  in  replr. 
Mr.  RANDALL.     I  obieet  to  this  resolu- 
tion, in  order  to   allow  tn«  sitting   member 
[Mr.  Cakfbbll]  an  opportDnity  to  make  a 


Mr.   SHBLLABABOER.      Is  Dot  this  a 

privileged  qneationT 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  Upon  what  groand  is  it 
priTileged  ? 

Mr.  SHELLABARGBK.  I  ksked  ooly  for 
information. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  a  privileged  qoea- 
tion.  The  prinlege  of  an  elecdon  case  is 
exhausted  with  its  reference  to  the  committee. 
Wh»te»er  the  committae  may  choose  to  report 
is  privileged,  bat  not  what  a  member  may 
choose  to  offer  for  reference. 

Mr.  RANDALL.    Thiais  a  new  contest. 

Mr.  SHELLABABQEB.  It  is  not  a  new 
contest. 

Hr.  RANDALL.  It  is  in  the  natura  of  a 
new  contest. 

The  SPEAKER.  On  tbe  eaU  for  resolu- 
tions on  Monday  morning  resblulious  of  this 
kind  or  for  reference  to  outer  committees  may 
be  offered. 


the   memorial  and  accompanying  papers  re' 
ferred  to  the  committee,  in  order  thxt  I  may 
have  ao  opportunity  of  seeing  what  they  are. 
Mr.  SHELLABARGEB.     Tbatisalllhave 

asked;  I  have  ootasked  tohavetbereeolation 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hold  the 
right  of  petition  to  be  most  sacred ;  and  if  any 
of  my  constituents  hsva  even  at  this  lata  day 
sent  here  a  petition  for  tbe  purpose  of  dis- 
turbing me  in  the  enjoyment  of  my  seat,  or 
even  if  it  were  to  the  ektent  of  asking  that  I 
be  taken  and'  hanged  to  the  nearest  lamp-post. 
I  should  inaist  upon  the  receptioD  of  the  peti- 
tion and  its  reference  to  an  appropriate  com- 

The  BFSAKER.  Tba  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  in  conuection  with  tha  resolntion,  pre- 
sents a  petition  which  he  desires  to  have 
referred. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  is  oat  of  order,  and  I 
have  objected. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman 
object  to  tbe  presentation  of  tbe  petition? 

Mr.  RANDALL.     I  have  already  objected. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  eeotlenian  could  not 
have  objected  to  the  petition,  because  it  had 
not  been  prasaoted  to  tho  Houa. 


Hr.  RANDALL.  Well,  I  do  now  object. 
Let  it  come  in  in  tbe  usual  form. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    If  my  oolleagua 

The  SPEAKER.  Tba  gaotlaman  from 
Pennsylvania  objecta, 

Mr.  SHELL  ABA  RGER.  Allldewraii 

The  SPEAKER.  Tha  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  objeota. 

Hr. SHELLABABOER.  Hewillpennitme 
to  make  a  statement  in  reply  to  my  colleagne. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  Tbia  matter  is  cod- 
saming  time,  and  we  want  to  proceed  to  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.SHELLABARQBR.  All  thatwadeaire 
is  that  this  matter  may  be  referred  properly  lo 
the  Committee  of  Elections;  no  action  what- 
ever is  asked  upon  tbe  qnestion  now.  I  trust 
there  will  be  uo  objection. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  objected,  andstill 
continue  to  object. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  aak  unanimous 
consent  to  introduce  a  bill. 

DRAWIMA  FOK  SBAT8.  * 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  is  de- 
manded. The  House  resntnes  as  the  regular 
order  the  consideration  of  the  following  reaola- 
tion,  reported  from  tha  Committee  on  the 
Rules : 

Raolvtd.  That  tha  bUowlDa  be  addea  to  Uia  rules 
ofttaaHoBW: 

RuLi  — .  Whanaver  tba  leatt  ehall  have  been 
drawn  no  propoiltion  aball  be  in  order  for  ■  leooud 
drawin*  dnrins  the  umeCDDCTiH;  Prmded,  That 
thii  rail  shall  not  apply  to  t£a  Farty-Basond  Oou- 

To  this  resolution  tha  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Poiand]  moved  an  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  proviso.  ThegeDtlemanfrooi 
ConneotioDt  [Mr.  Stabewbatbeb]  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  an  additional  provito  what 
will  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  i 


The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  pending  question  is 
on  secoodinK  the  previous  question,  which  was 
called  by  the  gentleman  from  Coonecdcnt, 
[Hr.  Starkweather.] 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  now  withdiaw 
my  amendment,  and  renew  it  with  the  addition 
of  the  following  proviso: 

AnAit  <t /arili€T  protidtd.  That  the  Bert«aut-at- 
Armi  >bal],  when  their  names  nre  annonnced.  salBat 
leati  for  Meaui.  Soai>IEI.D.  UeCaiRT,  U.  Boaidhin 
Smith.  Abchbb,  and  R.  M[ltom  Bfieb,  wba  are 
-ibient  bj  ordar  of  tbe  Eouaa. 

I  now  renew  the  demand  for  the  previoni 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  U  on  sec- 
onding tbe  demand  for  tbe  previous  question. 

w     „.,,  ..,„     ,  ..., -the       ■ 


Mr.  POLAND.     I  desire 


ponement  of  this  subject  until  Friday  next, 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  ordal 
pending  ibe  demand  for  tba  previons  question. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  move  to  amend 

TheSPEAKER.  No  amendment  ia  in  order 

pending  the  demand  for 'the  previous  question. 

Hr.  STEVENSON.    I  want  to  ask  the  gen- 

>nutn  ftora  ConnecticDt  whether  he  will  not 

agreethat  before  we  draw  seats  thedesks  shall 

bi' rearranged?   I  understand  the  architect  of 

the  Capitol  has  a  plan  by  which  two  rows  of 

B«ata  can  be  dispensed  with,  so  that  we  can  all 

)m  brought  together  within  reasonable  bounds. 

Mr.  8TABKWEATHER.     We  have  heard 

before  about  that  plan.  These  gentlemen  have 

kept  us  from  doing  anything  for  four  weeka. 

Hr.  STEVENSON;      Let  it  be  done  on 
Monday  next. 
Mr. STABKWEATSEB.    IdonotpropOM 
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Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  was  told  by  a 
Mamber  of  members  around  me  that  a  state- 
ment which  I  made  the  other  day  id  regard  to 
this  bill  was  misunderstood,  and  I  am  requested 
to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  it  which  I  do 
^with  pleasure. 

1  stated  that  this  bill  forever  dedicated  and 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  the  education  of 
the  people  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  understood  that  thereby  I  meant  to  main- 
tain that  the  bill  would  withdrawal!  the  public 
lands  from  the  right  of  entry  for  homestead 
parposes  and  any  and  every  other  purpose  to 
wbicli  Congress  might  devote  the  public  lands. 
If  I  was  so  understood  it  was  clearly  an  erro- 
neous understanding,  as  any  gentleman  will  see 
who  will  read  the  provision  of  the  second  sec- 
tion.   It  provides  that  ^*  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  shall  cause  an  account  to  be  taken 
uf>on  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year,  and  ascer- 
tain the  total  receipts  from  the  sale  or  other 
disposition  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  including  all  fees  received  at  the  gen- 
eral and  district  laud  offices  during  such  year, 
and  the  amount  of  expenditures  incurred  or 
occasioned  by  the  survey,  sale,  location,  en- 
try, or  other  disposition  of  such  lands  during 
the  year/'  kc.    It  will  be  seen  from  that  sec- 
tion that  it  is  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  after  the  payment  of  expenses  that 
are  so  dedicated,  and  that  if  any  lands  are 
unsold,  either  because  they  have  been  taken 
under  ihe  homestead   right  or  because  they 
are  taken  un4er  any  other  provision  of  law, 
there  will  be  no  proceeds  of  sales,  and  hence 
this  bill,  as  it  only  relates  to  and  confines 
itself  to  the  matter  of  appropriating  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sale,  cannot  affect  any  home- 
stead rights,  or  other  appropriation  of  iHnds 
that  may  be  made  by  law,  which  would  with- 
draw the  lands  from  the  production  of  pro- 
ceeds.   That,  I  think,  is  a  full  statement  of 
all  I  desire  to    say.     The   bill    will  neither 
affect  homestead  rights  nor  any  other  rights 
secured  by  law. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  yield  now  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  section: 

Prtfoided^  That  this  act  shall  not  have  any  effeot 
to  repeal,  impair,  or  suapeDd  aay  law  aathorising 
the  preemptioD  of  public  lands  or  entry  of  public 
lands  for  homesteads,  nor  as  limttinc  in  any  man- 
ner the  power  of  Congress  to  alter  or  extend  the 
right  of  homestMids  apon  such  lands. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  receiyed  my  sanction  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor,  and  I  feel  like  8upportifT|;  it  here.  1 
shall  do  so  by  my  vote.  Some  things,  how- 
ever, have  been  said  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  bill  to  which  I  call  attention, 
and  if  they  are  correct  I  should  not  feel  like 
supporting  the  bill,  as  I  now  desire  to  do. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Shella- 
baroeb]  this  morning  has  made  an  explana- 
tion in  relation  to  the  remarks  which  he  made 
the  other  day,  and  which  I  felt  that  he  was 
bound  to  make,  because  this  bill  is  not  at  all 
open  to  the  construction  which  he  gave  to  it. 
Simply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  are  dedicated  for  this  purpose,  to  aid  in 
all  the  States  in  the  establishment  of  free 
education.  I  have  myself  never  questioned 
but  what  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
dedicate  the  proceeds  oi  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  such  a  purpose.  Years  ago  Con- 
gress by  act  gave  to  the  new  States,  many  of 
them,  one  section,  and  many  others  two  sec- 
tions in  each  township  fur  educational  pur- 
poses. That  provision  of  law  was  never  ques- 
tioned, the  constitutionality  of  it  even  at  that 
time,  nor  is  it  questioned  at  the  present  time. 

Some  amendments  have  been  indicated  here 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  moment.  Some  of  those  amend- 
ments, I  think,  should  not  receive  the  consid- 
eration and  approval  of  this  House.  If  this 
bill  is  worth  anything  it  is  because  it  is  in  the 


interest  of  universal  education,  free  education 
to  all  the  children  in  the  land,  no  matter  what 
may  have  been  their  former  condition,  no 
matter  what  may  be  their  color;  their  free 
education,  because  they  are  a  part  and  paMsel 
of  the  people  of  the  country  about  which  we 
are  legislating,  and  in  the  interest  of  which 
we  purpose  to  legislate. 

An  amendment  has  been  indicated  to  this 
bill  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
McInttre,]  to  the  effect  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  these  public  lands  should  be  used 
for  the  endowment  of  a  university  in  each  of 
the  States  to  which  this  money  shall  go.  Uni- 
versity education  is  well,  but  it  in  no  way 
compares  with  a  system  of  free  universal  edu- 
cation. Here  in  this  House,  in  our  judgment, 
common-school  education  should  tower  higher 
and  immensely  above  anything  like  university 
education.  I  would  say  that  university  educa- 
tion reaches  only  the  few.  We  purpose  by  this 
bill  to  reach  the  many.  The  many  ought  to 
claim  our  attention  in  legislation,  and  not  the 
few.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Kerr,]  who  spoke  in  opposition  to  this  bill 
the  other  day,  made  one  point  which  I  confess 
had  its  weight  upon  nay  mind. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  one  question? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.    I  will. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  The  gentleman 
speaks  of  free  education.  Does  this  bill  pro- 
pose to  eive  a  portion  of  this  fund  to  schools 
of  the  different  religions  denominations ;  or 
does  it  purpose  to  exclude  the  different  reli- 
gious denominations  from  a  participation  in 
this  fund?  The  gentleman  speaks  of  free 
education  ;  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  schools 
of  religious  denominations  are  excluded  ? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  As  such  they  are  ex- 
cluded. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  Then  this  is  not  for 
free  education. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  schools  of  religious 
denominations  as  such  are  excluded  from  a 
participation  in  this  fund.  They  are  in  no 
sense  included  in  the  income  from  the  revenues 
derived  from  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth 
sections  under  the  laws  as  already  passed.  As 
denominational  schools  they  are  excluded,  for 
they  are  not  schools  free  to  all,  and  if  in  their 
organization  these  schools  shut  out  a  single 
child,  then  they  are  in  no  way  to  be  benefited 
by  this  bill. 

I  was  alluding  to  an  objection  urged  against 
this  bill  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Kerr.]  His  ejection  is  that  there  would  not 
be  time  enough,  by  1878,  or  two  months  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
southern  States  that  might  be  in  session  in  the 
winter  of  1872,  g^ven  to  some  of  these  States 
in  the  South  to  put  themselves  in  a  conditit>n 
to  accept  this  lund ;  that  it  was  too  soon  to 
ask  them  to  organize  a  system  of  public  educa- 
tion and  put  themselves  within  the  reach  of 
this  bill.  1  admit  that  that  objection  was  well 
taken.  1  would  be  willing  to  have  this  bill 
amended  by  striking  out  '^  1878,'^  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  ''  1874.''  I  think  the  bill 
might  at  least  be  amended  that  much,  and 
thereby  be  improved. 

The  same  gentleman  alluded  to  the  bill  as  sub- 
stantially recognizing  the  doctrine  of  national 
supervision.  T  see  nothing  at  all  in  the  bill 
that  recognizes  the  idea  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment shall  interfere  with  school  matters  in 
any  of  our  States.  I  am  unable  to  talk  as  elo- 
quently and  tersely  as  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr,]  but  I  have  it  in  my  mind 
to  express  myself  as  emphatically  as  he  can 
do  in  opposition  to  anything  like  a  system  of 
national  supervision  of  schools.  I  do  not 
believe  in  it.  I  believe  that  in  Minnesota  we 
can  handle  our  schools  yeiy  much  better  than 
the  General  Government  can  do.  The  schools 
in  Indiana  can  be  handled  by  them  there  bet- 
ter than  the  General  Government  can  do  it.  I 
do  not  support  this  bill  upon  any  such  theory, 


and  if  there  were  in  this  bill  the  slightest 
trace  of  what  the  gentleman  objects  to,  then  I 
would  vote  against  it.  I  believe  that  these  edu- 
cational institutions  should  be  State  institu- 
tions, emphatically,  purely,  entirely.  But,  Mr. 
Si>eaker,  I  see  nothing  in  this  bill  which  jus- 
tifies the  construction  which  the  gentleman 
puts  upon  it. 

Now,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  in 
some  portions  of  this  country  needs  in  the  line 
of  general  education.  I  will  not  use  language 
here  which  shall  offend  anybody.  I  desire  to 
take  no  partisan  or  local  view  of  this  question ; 
but  the  fact  cannot  be  denied  that  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  there  are  wants  in  relation 
to  the  matter  of  public  education.  No  gen- 
tleman here  can  deny  that  in  some  of  the 
States  there  is  not  what  may  be  called  a  full- 
blown, vigorous,  well  organized  svstem  of 
popular  education.  In  many  of  the  States 
of  this  Union  the  educational  system  has  no 
head,  no  parts,  no  soul. 

I  do  not  refer  to  this  because  those  States 
were  once  in  rebellion.  They  are  now  back 
again  with  all  their  rights  and  privileges.  They 
are  a  part  of  this  great  Republic,  and  as  such 
they  are  either  elements  of  strength  or  ele- 
ments of  weakness.  If  they  have  well-devel- 
oped systems  of  public  education,  whether 
North  or  South,  amen.  If  they  have  not  well- 
developed  systems  of  public  education  either 
North  or  South,  then  snould  this  Government 
feel  a  profound  interest  in  the  ouestion,  be- 
cause, as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hoar]  has  well  said,  ignorance  is  blind- 
ness. We  need  all  that  general  education  can 
S've  us,  whether  in  the  North  or  in  the  South, 
r.  Speaker,  in  my  judgment  the  wants  of  any 
locally  are  the  wants  of  the  whole.  If  there 
be  a  State  in  the  South  that  has  not  the  means 
of  building  up  a  system  of  education,  let  us 
help  that  State  if  we  can. 

Ihere  are  some  who  give  this  bill  more  im- 
portance than  I  do.  yet  I  consider  it  important 
enough  to  be  entitled  to  my  most  cordial  in- 
dorsement and  support.  What  is  this  measure  ? 
The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Parker,]  whom  I  respect,  and  who  has  the 
honor  to  represent  a  State  in  which  there  is 
less  illiteracy  than  any  other  State  of  the  Union , 
(such  was  its  record  in  1860 ;  I  do  not  know 
what  the  record  is  by  the  statistics  of  1870, )  is 
to  be  congratulated  in  that  he  represents  such 
a  State.  The  point  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  made  the  other  day  against 
this  bill  was  that  it  would  give  to  some  States 
but  a  few  thousand  dollars.  To  Tennessee, 
for  instance,  it  would  give  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  But  no  matter  what  the  amount 
may  be,  if  it  be  only  $10,000,  if  that  $10,000 
shall  warm  into  life  a  system  that  shall  ulti- 
mately culminate  in  a  well-organized  scheme 
of  free  education  it  will  have  done  its  work, 
and  I  will  vote  for  it  as  readily  as  though  th^ 
donation  were  half  a  million.  With  this  educa- 
tional want  staring  me  in  my  face,  and  with 
the  hope  and  belief  that  that  small  sum  might 
work  that  grand  result,  I  am  unable  to  with- 
hold my  vote.  It  needs  sometimes  just  a  little 
sum  of  money  to  be  the  kernel,  so  to  speak, 
from  which  there  shall  germinate  and  spring 
into  being  a  full  and  well-rounded  system. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  Will 
the  gentleman  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  My  time  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted, and  I  haye  one  or  two  other  points 
which  I  wish  to  make.  If  the  gentleman's 
question  is  a  brief  one,  1  will  yield. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  Does 
the  gentleman  regard  it  as  necessary  to  give 
the  northern  States  three  dollars  in  order  to 
put  one  dollar  into  the  possession  of  the  south- 
ern States? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  do  not  consider  it  ne- 
cetsary  to  give  the  northern  States  anything. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  Why, 
then,  do  you  do  it? 
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Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee.    I  do  not 
want  to  be  iDterrupted.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOAR.     I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Garrett]  to  order,  and  de- 
mand that  his  words  be  taken  down.     [Cries 
of  '*0h,  no  I"]   Well,  I  will  not  insist  upon  it. 
Mr.    BUTLER,    of    Tennessee.      1   have 
always  denounced  the  action  of  the  Demo* 
cratic  party  as  well  as  my  own  in  regard  to 
this  fund.     Now,  my  colleague  asks  me  if  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee  did  not  make  it  good. 
How  did  they  make  it  good?    They  passed  an 
act  that  they  would  make  it  good,  but  they 
have  never  levied  a  tax  to  make  a  dollar  of  it 
good.    The  State  comptroller  asked  our  Legis* 
lature  to  levy  a  tax  ot  $1  20  on  the  hundred 
dollars  to  meet  the  liability  to  the  school  fund, 
and  instead  of  carrying  out  his  recommenda- 
tion they  levied  a  tax  of  only  forty  cents  on 
the  hundred  dollars,  ignoring  everything  of 
the  kind  he  had  recommended.    The  propo- 
sition now  is  to  give  to  Tennessee — what? 
Here  is  a  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  showing  that  in  twenty 
years  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  have  been  $57,000,000,  although  nearly 
ten  gears'  time  was  lost  during  the  war  and 
ibe  incidents  growing  out  of  the  war.   Now, 
what  is  the  number  of  acres  unsold  to-day? 
There  are  thirty-three  hundred  million  acres 
of  public  lands  unappropriated  to-day.    Sup- 
pose that  in  forty  years  one  half  of  this  land 
should  be  sold  at  forty  cents  an  acre,  and  that 
one  half  of  the  proceeds  are  given  to  the 
States.    Suppose  that  at  the  end  of  that  time 
there  shoula  oe  forty-five  States  in  this  Union. 
What  will  be  the  amount  given  to  each  State? 
It  will  give  to  each  State  rising  $5,000,000, 
after  having  annually  had  the  interest  accru- 
ing from  the  half  of  these  proceeds. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  this  bill  giving  but  a 
small  amount  to  each  State ;  that  it  will  give 
the  State  of  Tennessee  but  $45,000.  Ten- 
nessee has  ninety  counties,  and  yon  give  her 
by  this  bill  that  much  each  year,  and  at  the 
end  of  forty  years  from  the  sales  of  this  land 
at  forty  cents  an  acre  Tennessee  would  re- 
ceive $5,000,000. 

A  moment  to  the  constitutional  objection 
that  gentlemen  make  here  to  this  bill  coming 
from  the  side  of  the  House  where  are  sitting 
gentlemen  who  tried  and  fought  to  destroy  the 
Constitution.  When  members  come  here  and 
ask  relief  for  our  section  of  the  country, 
down  trodden  and  oppressed  as  it  has  been  by 
this  doctrine  of  States  rights  that  stinks  in  the 
iMstrils  of  every  patriot  in  the  South,  when 
we  ask  that  relief  shall  be  extended  to  Ten- 
nessee, who  has  260,000  illiterate  people  that 
are  to  day  crying  for  help,  then  gentlemen  on 
this  fipor  say  it  will  be  an  infraction  of  the 
Constitution  to  pass  this  bill. 

Sir,  let  me  say  to  them  that  it  was  no  infrac- 
tion of  the  Constitution  to  give  us  $8,500,000 
lor  school  purposes.  The  only  infraction  of 
the  Constitution  is  that  your  party  stole 
$8,000,000  of  that  fund,  and  m^  party  stole 
$800,000,  and  you  cannot  be  indicted  for  that 
in  the  Federal  court. 

If  gentlemen  have  any  doubts  about  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  bill,  if  they  have  any  doubt, 
then  I  say  to  them  that  they  should  give  the 
benefit  of  that  doubt  to  the  poor  children  of 
the  South,  at  least  those  of  you  who  tried  for 
years  to  break  up  this  Government  and  destroy 
this  Constitution.  Do  not  say  now,  when  there 
is  a  proposition  to  give  the  southern  people  a 
portion  of  this  heritage,  *'  oppose  it,''  tor  it  is  a 
step  in  the  riffht  direction.  It  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  location  of  military  warrants,  or 
with  homesteads  for  actual  settlers.  All  that 
is  to  go  on  as  usual.  Let  the  amount  be  great 
or  small,  whatever  it  may  be  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  let  it  be  distributed.  If  we  have  to  give 
to  New  HampshiGe,  who  does  not  want  it — if 
we  have  to  give  her  three  dollars  in  order  to 
obtain  one  dollar  for  ourselves,  let  her  take  it, 
and  give  us  what  we  need  so  much.  If  Minne- 
sota, that  received  one  million  five  hondred 


thousand  acres  of  public  lands  from  this  Gov* 
ernment  for  common-school  purposes,  does 
not  want  this  fund,  let  her  give  it  to  some  of 
the  States  that  do  want  it,  or  use  it  for  some 
other  purposes.  We  only  want  for  our  secti/^n 
of  the  country  what  will  come  to  us  under 
this  bill. 

We  have  no  school  fund  tha^  amounts  to 
anything.  There  is  not  a  well  organized  school 
system  in  all  that  country.  Go  to  Kentucky, 
where  they  do  not  even  provide  for  any  schools 
at  all  for  the  colored  children.  My  friend  from 
Vinrinia  [Mr.  Critgber]  alluded  to  the  State 
of  Virginia,  my  own  native  State ;  and  although 
I  have  resided  in  Tennessee  for  thirty  years,  I 
have  lived  upon  waters  that  flow  into  and  trav- 
erse the  whole  State  of  Virginia.  The  getitle- 
man  speaks  of  the  eminent  men  that  Virginia 
has  produced.  It  is  true  that  she  controlled 
the  Government  of  this  country  for  many  years. . 
Look  at  Virginia  to-day  ;  she  has  four  hun- 
dred thousand  illiterate  people  within  her  bor- 
ders. Suppose  she  had  her  Washington,  her 
Lee,  her  Randolph ;  what  does  that  do  toward 
educating  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  illit- 
erate children  in  that  State  to- day?  They 
cannot  live  upon  the  ancient  renown  and  glory 
of  Virginia.  No,  Mr.  Speaker,  Virginia  is 
passing  away  because  the  rich  were  able  to 
educate  themselves,  as  it  was  in  my  own  State, 
and  the  poor  were  unable  to  have  any  educa- 
tion; and  yet  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  oppose  this  measure  as  an  infraction  of 
the  Constitution. 

[Here  the  hammer  felL] 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  now  yield  ten  minutes 
to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan.  [Mr.  Blair.] 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Speaker,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion of  this  great  measure  at  any  considerable 
length.  The  time  is  insufficient,  and  the  exi- 
gency does  not  demand  it.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  committee  who  have  so  industriously 
and  carefully  prepared  this  bill  have  led  us 
with  signal  ability  and  eloquence  over  the 
whole  field  of  this  debate.  I  am  satisfied  with 
the  reasoning,  still  better  satisfied  with  the 
bill  itself. 

It  does  not  need,  I  am  sure,  that  the  Amer- 
ican Congress  should  be  told  of  the  benefits 
of  education  in  a  free  Government  or  in  any 
Government.  Education  is  civilization;  the 
absence  of  it  is  barbarism.  I  have  not  here- 
tofore supported  anv  of  the  projects  for  a 
national  system  of  eaucation  which  have  been 
brought  forward  here;  not,  however,  on  ac- 
count of  any  distrust  of  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation, but  wanting  confidence  in  the  methods 
proposed,  I  have  felt  compelled  steadily  to 
oppose  any  turning  over  of  the  local  schools 
of  the  country  to  the  nursing  of  a  national 
stepmother. 

I  have  certain  old-fiuhioned  notions  about 
local  self-government  which  refuse  to  yield  to 
the  newer  theories.  It  is  said  now  in  very 
high  quarters  that  the  States  have  such  rights 
as  the  national  Constitution  has  conferred  upon 
them,  but  according  to  my  opinion,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  have  all  such  rights  as  that  Consti- 
tution has  not  taken  away  from  them,  and  I 
intend  that  they  shall  keep  them,  too,  so  far  as 
my  vote  goes.  This  is  the  explanation  of  my 
previous  action  upon  the  bills  of  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Education.  The  present  bill,  however, 
steers  entirely  clear  of  any  objection  on  this 
score.  It  offers  assistance  and  holds  out  en- 
couragement to  the  States,  leaving  the  control 
of  the  educational  system  with  the  local  juris- 
dictions, where  it  properly  belongs.  The 
charge,  therefore,  that  the  bill  is  without  con- 
stitutional authority  cannot  be  sustained.  It 
onlv  proposes  to  do  on  a  more  extended  scale, 
and  in  pursuance  of  a  regular  system,  what  it 
has  been  the  constant  practice  to  do  by  special 
acts  during  the  entire  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  new  States  have  all  received  from  Con- 
gress liberal  grants  of  public  land  in  aid  of 
schools,  colleges,  and    universities.     Quite 


recently  large  grants  were  made  to  all  the 
States  for  the  establishment  of  agricultural 
colleges.  There  has  always  been  a  very  great 
and  commendable  liberality  in  this  direction, 
and  I  am  confident  that  no  use  of  the  public 
lands  has  ever  borne  such  rich  fruits  as  this. 
It  would  have  been  well,  in  my  judgment,  if  a 
system  of  regular  appropriations  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  oi  the  public  lands  to  encour- 
i^e  the  establishment  of  common  schools  in 
all  parts  of  the  county  had  been  adopted  in 
Uie  organization  of  the  Government  itself. 

Ignorance  is  not  only  the  most  dangerous 
foe  of  liberty,  but  it  is  the  source  of  every 
weakness.  Of  this  the  founders  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  well  advised,  as  all  their  acts 
and  words  will  bear  witness.  That  they  did 
not  make  more  thorough  work  in  this  matter 
was  not  for  lack  of  good  will. 

The  practicability  of  universal  education  is 
in  a  large  degree  a  modem  idea,  and  though  it 
does  not  tend  to  increase  our  republican  pride, 
we  have  been  very  much  taught  in  it  by  one 
of  the  aristocratic  Governments  of  Europe. 
That  Germany  which  has  made  such  prodi- 
gious displays  of  power  within  the  last  few  years 
as  to  astonish  the  whole  world  has  been  the 
first  great  nation  to  exhibit  in  practice  a  com- 
plete system  for  the  education  of  the  whole 
people.  At  its  results  we  have  not  yet  ceased 
to  wonder.  Whether  general  education  tends 
to  make  a  people  effeminate  has  there  had  a 
most  overwhelming  answer.  France  will  for- 
ever remain  an  uncontroverted  witness  upon 
that  question. 

The  time  is  fitting  for  our  Republic  to  enter 
earnestly  upon  this  great  work.  The  great 
barrier  which  lay  across  our  pathway  has  been 
removed.  Slavery,  the  great  nursing  mother 
of  ignorance,  violence,  and  crime,  has  been 
driven  from  our  borders  never  to  return.  The 
millions  of  the  victims  of  that  unspeakable 
oppression  are  calling  loudly  upon  us -for  the 
only  recompense  we  are  able  to  make.  The 
common  dictates  of  humanity,  as  well  as  a 
proper  regard  for  the  public  safety,  combine 
to  urge  us  to  respond  generously  to  this  calL 
Its  necessity  is  apparent ;  its  wisdom  no  less 
so.  I  ask  gentlemen  who  have  taken  ground 
a^nst  this  measure  to  consider  deeply  its 
significance  before  they  go  further  on  that 
mistaken  road.  There  are  no  politics  in  this 
bill ;  it  is  perfectly  fair  and  equal  toward  the 
whole  country.  The  money  is  to  be  distributed 
to  the  States  according  to  the  ratio  of  popula- 
tion, and  upon  conditions  with  which  all  can 
easily  comply.  The  great  matter  is  that  it 
<<  sets  apart  and  consecrates  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  forever  for  the  education 
of  the  people."  There  could  be  no  more 
noble  declaration  than  that.  Who  is  there 
here  that  will  say  it  shall  not  be  done  ? 

It  has  been  said  in  the  debate  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  have  already  been 
pledged  to  the  pajrment  of  the  public  debt,  and 
therefore  we  mnst  not  pass  this  bill.  But  we 
all  know  that  the  Government  has  long  since 
ceased  to  regard  the  public  lands  as  a^  source 
of  revenue  at  aU.  The  homestead  policy  and 
the  railroad  land-grant  policy  have  had  the 
effect  to  bring  about  this  result.  The  House 
of  ftepresentatives  has  several  times  voted  that 
these  lands  ought  to  be  entirely  withdrawn  from 
market,  and  it  is  very  evident  that  unless  some 
such  bill  as  this  shall  become  a  law  all  sales 
will  cease  within  a  brief  period.  Besides,  it 
is  equally  dear  that  this  pledge  of  the  public 
hmds,  if  it  was  ever  of  any  value  to  the  public 
creditors,  has  now  entirely  ceased  to  be  such. 
The  public  credit  no  longer  needs  this  support 
as  the  lesson  of  the  money  market  abundantly 
proves.  We  have  added  enough  to  the  wealth 
of  the  nation  since  that  pledge  was  made  to 
enable  us  to  withdraw  it  without  injury  to  any 
one. 

Again,  there  is  a  fear  expressed  that  the 
money  will  be  wasted  by  improvident  Legis- 
latures. I  do  not  share  in  this.  All  the  great 
interests  of  the  people,  of  a  domestic  char- 
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Bystem,  soch  as  is  proposed  here,  I  am  in  favor 
of  it, 

I  say,  sir,  if  it  come  to  the  worst,  rather  than 
raise  another  army,  rather  than  fight  that  peo- 
ple, I  would  say  they  should  go  to  jail  or  go 
to  school.  I  would  by  all  possible  power  com- 
pel intelligence.  Bat  the  bill  does  not  conr 
template  this.  <  It  only  devotes  a  sum  for  the 
ignorant  and  guards  its  application. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  time 
has  expired,  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Storm]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  wish  to  indicate  the 
amendments  I  shall  offer. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  am  willing  the  gentleman 
shall  have  additional  time,  if  we  on  this  side 
shall  have  additional  time. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  to  allow  me  to  submit  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  have  stricken  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill 

Mr.  STORM.  Does  this  come  out  of  my 
time? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  does. 

Mr.  STORM.  Then  I  mast  object  The 
other  side  has  had  its  half , hour;  and  we  on 
this  side  have  but  half  an  hour.  If  our  time 
be  extended,  then  I  do  not  object 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  do  not  wish  to  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
svlvania* 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  rose. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  cannot  yield  if  it  is  to  come 
out  of  my  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does,  unless  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  With  a  view  of  having 
a  vote  on  my  proposition,  I  will  move  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  pending  amendments  to 
the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  with 
instructions  to  report  back  in  lien  thereof  the 
proposition  which  I  will  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  believe  it  has  been 
entertained  on  several  occasions. 

The  SPEAKER.  Unanimous  consent  was 
given  that  this  discussion  should  proceed  till 
three  o'clock,  when  the  previous  question 
should  be  considered  as  then  moved  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  and  the  House  should 
then  take  a  vote 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  then  move  my 
amendment  as  a  substitute. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  a  substitute  it  will  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  ask  that  it  be 
now  read,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  consume  unneces- 
sarily the  time  of  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  will  yield  twelve  minutes 
of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Harris.] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Speaker, 
lam  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Storm]  for  permis- 
sion to  occupy  fifteen  minutes  in  the  expres- 
sion of  my  views  in  opposition  to  this  bill. 

Sir,  all  history  teaches  that  war,  succesful 
war,  tends  to  strengthen  government.  All 
governmentsintimeof  war,  whether  republican 
or  monarchical,  gradually  assume  the  form  of 
despotisms.  We  have  not  only  seen  in  our 
time  and  in  our  country,  but  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  that  in  lime  of  war  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  and  of  the  navy 
of  a  country  is  absolutely  despotic,  whether  he 
be  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  a 
republic  or  a  monarchy.  We  see  men  arrested 
and  imprisoned.  Everywhere  public  travel 
is  controlled;  all  public  conveyances  are 
searched  and  examined ;  no  citizen  can  move 
from  his  own  house  to  his  neighbor's  without 
the  requisite  pass;  all  the  actions  of  the  citi- 
zen are  under  control,  and  he  can  do  nothing 
without  showing  military  authority  for  it 
Therefore  I  assert  in  time  of  war  ail  govern- 
ments are  despotic. 

I  assert  farther,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  cardinal 
fiMt  that  liberty  is  a  thing  of  education.     Men  | 


may  become  educated  to  despotism ;  they  may 
become  educated  ts  yield  their  necks  to  the 
yoke  and  kindly  to  submit  to  despotic  author- 
ity. For  four  years  our  people  from  the  Gulf 
to  the  lakes  had  such  experience.  They  have 
been  educated  to  submit  to  central  nower,  to 
the  will  and  dictation  of  one  man.  Congress, 
finding  the  people  thns  educated  into  tame 
submission,  has  from  that  day  to  this  been 
making  giant  strides  in  fastening  upon  the 
people  the  idea  of  centralization  and  the  ab- 
sorption of  all  the  power  of  the  people  as  well 
as  of  the  rights  of  the  States  in  the  hands  of 
the  Federal  Government.  Many  a  gallant  sol- 
dier— I  refer  not  to  the  North  or  theSonth — 
carried  his  flag  over  his  head  on  which  was 
emblazoned  *4iberty  and  the  rights  of  the 
people,''  little  dreaming  that  he  was  forging 
the  chains  with  which  he  was  to  be  fettered. 

Sir,  when  the  war  ended,  this  party  now  in 
power  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
finding  the  public  sentiment  ripe  for  submis- 
sion, step  by  step  undertook  to  deprive  the 
people  of  the  States  of  their  rights  and  to 
transfer  them  to  the  central  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. First  came  their  fourteenth  amend- 
ment; then  their  fifteenth  amendment;  then 
their  civil  rights  bill,  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habecu  corpuSf  the  remodeling  of  the 
Supreme  Court  were  all  a  part  of  that  system ; 
and  next  we  have  this  bill,  one  of  the  series 
designed  to  carry  out  the  same  object,  of 
making  the  States  subservient  to  the  General 
Government. 

There  is  one  provision,  sir,  in  this  bill  which 
strikes  me  as  very  singular.  It  is  the  section 
which  provides  that  one  half  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  shall  be  invested  in  United 
States  bonds,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be 
paid  annually  to  the  States.  What  is  the  ob- 
ject of  that,  sir?  It  has  a  twofold  object.  One 
is  the  bolstering  up  or  maintaining  the  credit 
of  the  Government  The  other  is  the  making 
the  States  dependent  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment Unlike  every  other  creditor,  who  has 
to  a  certain  extent  a  control  over  the  debtor,  < 
the  Government,  when  it  is  a  debtor,  has  the 
control  over  the  creditor.  Let  this  thing  go 
on  for  a  number  of  years,  and  let  the  States 
in  course  of  time  have  due  them  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  millions  and  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  State 
governments  ?  They  will  feel  that  for  the  first 
offense,  either  real  or  pretended,  this  fund  will 
be  withheld  from  them.  And  the  Government 
has  been  cautious  not  to  provide  any  means 
by  which  it  can  be  sned.  It  is  supreme  and 
controls  supremely  the  relations  between  itself 
and  the  States.  Consequently,  the  States  be- 
come subservient  to  the  General  Government 
because  the  Govermeut  holds  the  purse-strings 
and  the  States  have  no  power  to  compel  pay- 
ment 

Then,  sir,  I  oppose  this  bill  for  the  reason 
I  have  given,  that  one  of  the  great  objects  of 
it  is  to  centralize  the  Government  It  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  a  school  commis- 
sioner, or  supermtendent  of  education,  who  is 
to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
upon  his  ipse  dixit  this  fund  is  to  be  withheld 
from  any  State.  Where  is  the  appeal  ?  There 
is  an  appeal  to  Congress,  and  if  the  decision 
of  the  superintendent  is  not  reversed  at  the 
next  session  the  fund  is  forever  lost  to  the 
State.  The  whole  power  of  granting  it  to  the 
States  is  given  to  one  man,  that  one  man 
being  appointed  by  a  partisan  President  And 
the  appeal  is  to  Congress,  this  central  power 
where  for  six  long  years  they  have  been  strug- 
gling for  centralization,  to  judge  whether  any 
State  is  to  be  entitled  to  the  fund  or  not.  For 
one  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  away  the  public 
lands  in  which  Virginia  has  so  deep  an  inter- 
est, and  then  trust  to  Congress  to  do  her  jus- 
tice. Congress  is  to  turn  itself  into  a  great 
school  commission  and  to  regulate  the  school 
system  of  the  whole  country. 

This  bill  has  many  conditions  in  it,  and  sava 
that,  for  the  failure  of  any  State  to  comply 


with  any  of  those  conditions,  the  money  is  to 
be  withheld,  and  the  State  is  to  forfeit  her 
right.  And,  as  to  this,  who  is  to  be  the  first 
judge?  The  superintendent  of  education. 
And  which  is  the  court  of  last  resort?  This 
Congress.  Hence,  sir,  it  must  be  manifest  to 
every  man  that  this  centralizes  power  more 
and  more  into  the  hands  of  the  Government 
I  oppose  this  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the 
further  reason  that  it  undertakes  to  force 
upon  the  country  mixed  schools.  The  gen- 
tleman, under  the  guise  of  friendship  to  the 
South,  comes  like  a  panther  with  his  claws 
concealed  beneath  his  soft  down,  and  with 
gentle  words  and  professions  of  love,  under- 
takes to  force  mixed  schools  upon  an  unwill- 
ing country.  I  prove  it  by  the  language  of 
the  bill,  wherein  it  states  that  the  schools 
^^  shall  be  free  for  the  admission  of  all  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen 
years.''  Now,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this 
in  Virginia,  where  we  have  separate  free 
schools?  A  white  school  is  not  fret  to  col- 
ored children,  and  a  colored  school  is  not 
free  to  white  children.  Virginia,  under  her 
present  school  system,  would  not  be  entitled 
to  one  dollar.  She  has  at  this  moment  a  free- 
school  system  as  good  as  any  in  the  United 
States,  the  white  and  colored  schools  being 
separate  and  apart,  each  working  in  its  own 
sphere,  with  its  own  teachers.  To  show  how 
the  system  works,  I  shall  quote  a  passage 
from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  of  that  State.      He  says: 

*'  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  disposition 
on  the  part  of  sobool  officers  to  disorlmiDate  affainst 
the  colored  people  in  their  school  arrangements. 
The  officers  were  instracted  to  be  carefal  to  avcid 
everything  that  would  even  prraent  the  appearance 
of  uniairoess.  and  I  believe  that  they  have  endeav- 

8 red  faithfully  and  impartially  to  execute  the  law. 
lany  of  the  teachers  of  colored  schools  daring 
the  past  year  were  persons  of  the  highest  socisl 
Btanding.'' 


Again: 


Except  in  one  district  in  which  the  colored  peo- 

-    »g 
tax  for  providing  school  accommodations  has  been 


pie  voted  adversely,  the  question  of  laying  a  local 


K 


I 


carried  by  large  majorities  in  every  case  in  which  it 
has  been  presented  to  the  suffrages  of  the  people.  In 
one  large  and  wealthy  district  of  Henrico  county, 
the  colored  people,  who  are  in  the  majority,  left  the 
question  of  the  school  tax  to  be  entirely  decided  by 
the  whites  who  were  the  property^holders.  Not 
a  colored  vote  was  cast  on  the  question,  and  the 
whites  unanimously  voted  a  tax  of  $1,600." 

That  is  our  system  in  Virginia.  We  have 
schools  for  the  two  races  separate  and  apart 
from  each  other,  each  one  getting  its  quota  of 
the  money,  and  the  people  are  taxed,  and 
taxed  heavily  to  support  them.  Now,  gentle- 
men want  to  force  us  to  mix  our  children.  I 
say  it  is  wrong  in  principle,  and  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  God.  He  has  drawn  His  mark, 
like  the  night  from  the  day,  clear  and  distinct. 
He  has  made  an  impassable  gulf,  which  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seek  to  bridge 
over  with  this  bill.  The  gentleman  who  pro- 
poses this  does  not  himself  mix  socially  with 
the  colored  people.  He  admits  that  this 
question  of  social  intercourse  is  a  matter  of 
free  will  and  election. 

[Here  the  hammer  felL] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  a  moment  longer? 

Mr,  STORM.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  I  wasgoio£[on 
to  say  that  the  question  of  mixed  schools  is  a 
social  one.  What  relation  is  so  absolutely 
social  tis  the  mingling  of  children  at  school  ? 
They  sit  on  the  same  seat,  learn  from  the 
same  book,  recite  the  same  lesson,  drink  from 
the  same  cup,  and  in  every  respect  are  as 
social  in  their  relation  as  brother  and  sister. 
Test  this  doctrine  at  your  own  hearthstone; 
offer  your  little  children  who  are  not  influenced 
by  party  or  revenge  a  social  entertainment, 
and  tell  thnm  they  must  invite  as  many  black 
as  white  children,  and  fiee  how  quick  Qod  will 
apeak  through  their  innocent  lips,  **Then  we 
will  have  no  party,  we  will  have  no  party.'' 

If,  theO|  your  children  will  not  meet  around 
the  fettiTt  board  with  th«  eolored  noei  4q 
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the  States  is  Bimilar  to  othec  acts  donating 

{ubiic  lands  to  certain  seminariea  and  colleges- 
repeat  what  I  said  before  in  mj  epeech,  that 
no  Butboril^  can  be  found  in  the  Constitution 
to  support  Ibe  position  taken  by  the  adiocates 
of  ibis  bill;  but  on  the  contrary,  we  find  in  tbe 
action  of  tbe  Convention  which  framed  our 
Conslilution  the  followinz  propositions  to  vest 
additional  powers  jo  the  General  OoTemment, 
oamely: 

"To  establiib  *  unirenitj. 

"  To  establiih  ■«nilnsr<«  for  Ibe  premotion  of  lil- 
erstnr*  ud  tbe  aria  and  teisaeai. 

"Ta  Htabliab  rublis  institntloni.  rewiidi.  and 
immUDitiu,  fur  lbs  prnmatimi  of  sgriculture,  iwm- 
tnerpfl,  tradH.  »TtA  mADnfActiiroi-"'— ^onmaJ  tif  the 
CtacaltoH,  t>Wa  XI. 

All  these  were  rfjecled  by  tbe  ConTenlion. 
Mr.  Storj,  who,  In  his  views  on  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  Oovernment,  was  a  Federalist  of 
the  Hamilton  school,  in  commenting  on  the 
rejeotiou  by  the  Convention  of  the  last  of  tbe 
aboTe-stated  propoaitiona,  aays: 


"Itw 


tban 


moob  n 


.n  ila  extent 
tana  br  Ibg 


Mr.  Speaker,  some  tbinjgB  have  heeo  said 
in  this  deliale  which  make  it  necessary  for  me 
to  say  something  on  the  general  suojecl  of 
education  in  reply.  M;  colleague  on  tbe  Com- 
mittve  on  Education  and  Labor,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetla,  (Mr.  HoAB,]  bas  tbe 
very  crudest  conception  of  tbe  true  nature  of 
education.  His  estimate  6t  education  is  a 
malhematlcal  one.  His  idea  is  that  a  man 
educated  is  worth  about  twenlji 


Pf' 


i  than 


who  is 


Hia 


idea,  and  it  is  a  perfectly  Vunkee  cue,  is  that 
tbe  object  of  education  is  to  make  a  nian 
cunning  in  diplomacy,  artful  and  crafty  in  war, 
thai  it  teaches  biin  how  to  takn  advantage  uf 
bis  neighbor,  helps  a,  man  to  office,  and  much 
more  ol  the  tame  sort. 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  Idea  of  education  is  low 
and  debasing.  The  idea  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetts  is  up  to  the  idea  of  educa- 
tion in  his  own  State.  If  education  helps  a 
man  to  take  advantage  of  his  neigbboi ' 


It  the  Bi 


Ltof 


tbe  penitetiliary,  that  man  is  called 
in  and  around  Boston.  If  education  ia  only 
to  qualify  a  man  for  making  good  bargains,  and 
get  tbe  better  of  his  fellow-man  in  a  buaina<ts 
transaction,  the  people  would  be  as  well  off 
without  it.  The  idea  prevalent  in  the  region 
of  country  represented  by  tho  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  is  that  education  is  simply  the 
training  of  a  man's  intellectual  faculties  j  man 
as  a  moral  and  physical  being  is  ignored.  My 
idea  of  education  is  that  it  must  develop  and 
cultivate  all  the  moral,  inteliectual,  and  phys- 
ical faouliies  possessed  by  man.  Tbe  system 
of  education  that  aimpl^  crams  a  man's  intel- 
lectual capacity,  and  lenores  bis  moral  and 
phy»ic«l  being,  is  partial  and  one-aided.  Tbe 
result  is  infidelity  in  religion  and  physical 
delerioration  in  the  race,  two  of  the  greatest 
evils  that  curse  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts today, 

Under  tbe  prevalent  "notions"  prevailing 
there,  inSdelity  has  almost  driven  out  the  old 
ideas  of  Purilaniiim,  and  the  doctrines  of 
Theodore  Parker,  who  believed  himself  equal 
to  Jesus  'Christ,  [these  gentlemen  from  the 
"bub-  are  great  noaatera,)  are  taking  their 

tiace  in  the  literary  mind  of  Massachusetts, 
nfidel  doctrines  too  gross  even  for  the  skep- 
tical mind  of  Germany,  have  found  a  congenial 
soil  in  Massachusetts.  Many  of  ber  highest 
institutions  of  learning,  her  most  influential 
pflriodicals,  and  bergreaiest  scholars  are  lend- 
ing their  aid  to  the  spread  of  a  dogma  destruc* 
tive  of  the  most  sacred  teai;bingn  of  the  Bible. 
Hand  in  hand  with  thia  infidelity  in  religion 
(oea  a  qsiatu  of  rationalistic  philosophy  born 


on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  badly  imitated  by 
Fichte  in  Germany  and  Carljle  in  England, 
and  by  Eraerson  inlrodnced  into  Massachn- 
setts. This  philosopher,  by  whom  the  litcralt 
of  Boston  swear,  denies  that  Ood  is  a  being 
BO  called,  but ratheta  supreme  law  or  system 
of  laws,  destitute  of  w^at  we  call  personality 
or  personal  con  scions  nesa.  Yet  tbeae  false 
systems  of  religion  and  philotopby  are  de- 
fended bj  persons  whom  the  member  from 
Masaacbusatts  would  call  "intellectnal"  men — 
men  who  bave  had  their  wits  sharpened  at  the 
expense  of  their  higher  moral  natures. 

Mr.  Speaker,  tbia  is  a  sad  spectacle  for  us 
to  contemplate  in  this  the  latter  half  of  the 
nineteenth  centnry — at  this  time  when  inGdel 
Germany  and  Franca  are  making  mighty  efforts 
to  bring  back  the  Philosophy  of  the  Absolnle 
into  harmony  with  tbe  great  Being  whom  we 
call  God,  and  whose  attributes  are  infinite 
power,  wisdom,  jnstice,  goodness,  and  love. 

An  education  that  simiily  stores  the  mem- 
ory with  facia,  or  enlarges  tile  capacity  of  the 
Judgment  or  understanding,  leaving  the  moral 
nature  of  man  untouched,  is  but  balf  edu- 
cation. Where  generona  impulses  are  not 
iuatilled  into  tbe  soul;  where  high,  manly  vir- 
tues are  not  implanted  ;  where  magnanimity 
is  not  taaght ;  where  charity  is  wanting,  there 
is  no  true,  genuine  education.  A  member 
who  enjoyed  such  b  comprehenaive  education 
would  not  here  in  this  Hnnse  be  continuallv 
magnifying  the  faults  of  sister  States.  Sucb 
an  education  causes  the  member  from  Massa 
chusetu  [Mr.  Hoar]  to  see  with  the  eye  of  a 
vulture  a  whipping- post  away  off  in  Delaware, 
butrenders  him  as  blind  as  an  owl  in  the  blaze 
of  the  noonday  sun  to  the  horrible  abuses  of 
tbe  factory  system  in  his  own. 

In  reading  the  report  of  the  bureau  of  sta- 
tistics of  labor  made  to  tbe  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  on  the  lat  day  of  March,  1870,  a 


Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.  When  we  recollect  that 
this  report  is  a  statement  of  actual  facts  of 
every-day  experience,  made  by  Massaehnaetis 
men,  anxious  no  doubt  to  defend  their  State, 
we  are  bound  to  admit  that  Mrs.  Stowe  does 
not  moke  out  ao  bnd  a  case  sgainet  slave- 
holders as  this  report  does  against  the  factory 
system  of  Massachuaetts.  VVe  bave  there  set 
forth  in  detail  the  horrible  condition  of  the 
workingclasses  of  that  Stale,  the  equal  of  which 
can  nowhere  be  found.  It  is  a  sickening  devel- 
opment of  whipping  and  starvation  :  of  men, 
women,  boys  and  girls,  diacbargetl  because 
they  attempted  to  utter  their  views  on  the 
subject  of  capital  and  labor.  Even  tbe  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  this  system  of 
wrong  were  -compelled  to  omit  the  names  of 
the  parties  testifying  before  them  in  order  to 
protect  them  from  the  cmolty  of  their  mas- 
ters, I  give  eitraeta  from  this  report,  that  the 
country  may  see  that  1  bave  not  overstated  the 
focts.  This  report  is  fonnd  in  the  legislative 
document  of  the  senate  of  Massachusetts  for 
the  year  1870.  On  page  140  of  the  report  the 
bureau  states :  "  Can  it  be  possible  in  thia  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachnsetts,  favored  above 
Slates  as  she  is,  or  as  her  people  say  she  is," 
kc. ;  we  find  in  official  form  a  statement  of  the 
boastful  character  of  this  people,  and  hope  the 
gentleman  from  that  State,  before  he  attempts 
to  pull  the  mote  ont  of  the  eve  of  tbe  gentle- 
man  from  Delaware,  will  tate  the  beam  out 

Teilimonu  of  an  Ovirlookcr  of  •ntcHfem  ueari'  tipe- 
Timct.^ne  in  lAti  ceunlri;  and  tvitlm  tn  BncCand. 

"  Worked  in  England  nndar  the  ten-boor  law :  is 

h™'«"  o"'n  in.-'pe*'/lor'"itDr  disBuiied  tn  a  lalrarcr'; 
ho  firhiido  sn;  one  Leave  the  i;t,at  until  nttcr  the 

coDinryTu  Uw"  for  wb'i/h  the  onuer  vu  fin^.  'now 

there  are  many  childron  under  fifteen  j^eiin  of  sse: 

room  in  which  I  am  emtiloTed :  one,  »  (iri.  meuar- 


ine  foDT  feet  Ave  inches  high,  wdthlng  alitv-twa 
iwundi;  anothsr,  about  tha  some  heifbt,  welching 
(inr-l'aur  and  aholfpoaodai  think  tbay  ■»  »bont 
Bievou  jean  ol  nse.  Ibais  children  are  poor,  enu- 
elated. nndsieklri  noDeotlhembBvestteDdediobool 
durinl  the  past  year.  Six  yearss«o  IrannlEhl-work 
from  six  farty-fiva  p.  m.  to  eii  a.  m..  wiLb  foity-five 
miiiatoi  for  meule,  entipg  ia  the  roum.  The  children 
were  drowsy  and  slemy:  have  known  them  lo  lall 

ohildren  are  now  workiug  in  the  mill,  and  appeal  to 
bo  under  fiaeen  years  of  age.  I  have  had  to  Bptinkla 
water  Id  their  tseea  to  aronse  them,  after  uavlna 


are  called,  are  less  aatboritative  and  averboorins.  An 
and  the  owner  uf  the  mill  iskuownutbo  'master.'' 

more  liberty  ladiMU>iwaiiea,BrievBnaoa,  ^.  Their 
unions  ore  ucknowledKcd  by  capital.  The  secretary 
of  themajien'ajsociallon  oorrcsuonds  with  tbe  sec - 

ing  dI  Domiaiitees  of  the  two  parties  to  digonu  tbo 

puinis  of  diiputo,  and  Ibcso  are  generally  arraugod 

agreed  to  and  enfoiecd  by  the  coostitatloa  of  tba 
m'lsters'  uuocisliua.  If  discharged  at  all  from  ono 
mill,  workmen  can  go  and  work  In  any  other  milt 
in  the  same  place ;  and  for  every  hoar  iMt  by  inter- 
ferenoB  of  amployei  be  is  held  responsible  by  law." 

TfMlimmii  of  Min . 

"Id  caseof  acoideau  the oarporation pays  nothing 
in  support  of  the  party  injured,  neither  is  the  pay 
continued.  I  have  known  persons  (o  he  discharged 
for  partloipatins  in  labor-rolbrm  mbvemsntt.  I  am 
liable  to  be  discharged  for  coming  bore  if  it  is  known. 

have  aeon  tbe  time  during  the  Jwl  Ave  years  when 
between  five  and  eii  o'clock  1  could  have  lain  down 
belweeD  thelaoniBaDd  gone  without  my  eupper.  Tbo 

EDOr,  I  have  seen  children  look  likedwiiris,  stunted 
oth  physically  and  menially.  Itdbqualiflenwoiuui 
fur  household  work.  I  tbink  n  loduction  of  the  hours 

to  "oVk  Tand  i'f  sh'Ys  licE  aid  ha»°Bohome°hi  may 

more  wprSXe:Th"yhave]^t  c"t*down  (h^w^av' 
f  rs  sevouccnie  on  adollur.  I'he  hause  wbero  I  board 
has  eighteen  rooms,  ooniisling  of  the  kiUben.  one 
eiitiug  ruom,  tuc  dining  rooms,  and  fourieea  deep- 
ing roome.  There  are  Gtty-three  persons  in  Ibehouse. 
The  largest  eleepiug  room  is  jiiteen  by  twenty  foot, 

TMU." ^hrStiio  ia"wfnty'flvVhy  eFele?  fceL  ten 
feet  high  in  tbe  hlsbe^t  Parti  it  contains  three  beds 
oooapied  by  six  persons;  there  Is  but  one  window  in 

"lamaeuperinleadeDtDfacott^n-mill.ofexperl- 

nSmb'eror"ope?alV«»'!"eTeM?^und™ed°of'w^i5m"iL" 
ehlldren.  There  are  no  more  than  ont  balf  of  Iho 
cbiidien  that  can  write  IbelT  names  at  olUod  many 
of  thoeewho  can  da  it  hut  imperfectly.    There  is  no 


ended  >eho 


u  all." 


"  At  this  mumont.  fuila  of  all  law,  children  noder 
BflrenyoarsuraHe,andn.mennderlcn.arcemployed 
in  facloriee  all  over  the  glDte  eleven  hours  a  day. 
And  this  is  known  from  returns  received  br  the 
bureau  of  ilalistics  of  labor,  wherein  the  lliei  is 
eonfG»<cd,  and  the  Ian  h  cnnfeBsedly  too  weak  to 
reach  andremedytbemisehler.",      •      •      ■      • 

wife,  and  throe  boys,  at  a  lent  of  (1  S  a  week! 
Ilero  the  pla^tenng  was  broken  down,  tbo  walls 
dark  and  damp,  and  no  furniture  whatever  In  the 

corner.  Tho  windows  had  been  taken  ont  to  aipel 
the  icDBnts.  tho  man  beicgout  of  work.  The  woman 
bad  beensbellared  by  a  Irlend  In  Cambridge.  The 
father  and  three  boys  had  slept  on  the  fioor  during 
Ibe  stormy  night  of  the  13th,  and  thoao  of  tho  lUlb 
and    20lh   of  llecomber,  wilhoat  Are  or    eovaring 


•  only  furniture  (bey  had  was  a  bed 
in  ine  earner,  and  a  little  fire  of  wood  in  the  fire- 
place.   The  womaa  uked  us  ta  look  into  tho  cellar. 

newspaper,  but  were  suon  driven  out  by  the  ateoab 
and  rooking  damp  and  dirt.    In  the  whole  yard  are 
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will  find  jonr  Til1ac|es  growia^  into  loims,  uid 
f  oar  toons  into  ciue«,  and  with  all  joar  vaat 
!8  70D  will  not  cry  out,  nor  will  the  gen- 


1  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Parker] 

Ibeplea  for jou,  thatNew  England,  cold, 

barren,  ice  bound  New  England,  ia  lo  much 


mon  populous,  that  under  a  law  of  this  kind 
the  lunD;  Sontb,  with  all  its  vast  and  varied 
reaoarcea,  cannot  tempt  enough  people  to  dwell 
within  her  limiu  to  secure  her  a  fair  share  of 
the  fund. 

IBere  the  hummer  fell.] 
Ir.  HEREFORD.     Before  the  gantleman 
coocludes  I  hope  he  will  answer  mj  question 
of  foTCins  mixed  schools  on  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  yield  five  minutes  for  me 
to  replj  to  the  gentleman  from  Penna; Ivania, 
[Mr.  KeLLBTn 

Hr.  PERCET.  I  now  yield  for  teo  minat«B 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Qartield.] 

Hr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  In  tbaten  min- 
utes Kiven  me  I  shall  addreu  myself  to  two 
Siestions.  TbeGratia:  whatdo  wepropoae  b; 
is  bill  to  give  to  the  caose  of  education? 
and  the  aecond  is :  how  do  we  propose  to  give 
it?  Is  the  gift  ilaelf  wiae,  and  ia  the  mode  in 
which  we  propose  to  give  it  wise?  This 
arrangement  will  include  all  I  have  to  say. 

And  first  we  propose,  without  an;  change 
ia  the  present  land  policy,  to  give  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  to  ths  coase  of  edu- 
cation. Dnring  the  last  fifteen  years  these 
proceeds  have  amounted  to  a  little  more  than 
ihirtythree  million  dollars.  Tbat  is  almost 
exactly  one  per  cent,  of  the  entire  revenues 
of  the  United  Stales.  The  gift  ia  not  great, 
bat  yet  in  one  view  of  the  cose  it  is  princely. 
To  dedicate  for  the  future  a  fund  which  ia  now 
one  per  cent,  of  the  revenuea  of  the  United 
States  to  the  cause  of  education  is  to  my 
miod  a  great  bought,  aad  I  aw  glad  to  give 
it^y  indorsement.  It  seems  to  me  tbat  in 
this  act  of  giving,  we  almost  copy  its  proto- 
type in  what  God  himself  has  done  on  this 
great  continent  of  onrs.  In  the  center  of  its 
greatest  breadth,  where  olbervise  ibere  might 
Be  a  desert  forever.  He  has  planted  a  chain 
of  the  greatest  lahea  on  the  earth,  and  the 
exhalations  arising  from  their  puce  waters  every 
day  come  down  in  gracious  showers,  and  make 
that  a  blooming  garden  which  otherwise  might 
be  adesert  waste.  And  from  ourgreat  wilder- 
ness lands  it  ia  proposed  that  their  proceeds, 
like  the  dew,  shall  fall  forever,  not  upon  the 
lands,  bot  npou  the  minds  of  the  children  of 
the  nation,  giving  them  for  all  time  to  come  all 
the  blessing  antf  growth  and  greatness  that 
education  can  afford.  That  thought,  I  say  it 
again,  is  a  great  one,  worthy  of  a  great  nation, 
and  this  country  will  remember  the  man  who 
'formulated  it  into  langoage,  and  will  remem- 
ber the  Congress  that  made  it  law. 

The  other  point  ia  one  of  even  greater  prac- 
tical value  and  siguiGcance  just  now  than  this 
that  I  have  referred  to.  It  is  this;  how  is  thta 
great  gift  to  be  distributed?  We  propose  to 
give  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  through  our  American 
system  of  education  ;  and  in  giving  it,  we  do 
Dot  propose  to  mar  in  the  least  degree  the  bar- 
tnonj  and  beaaty  of  that  system.  If  we  did,  I 
■bould  be  compelled  to  give  my  voice  and  vote 
against  the  measure ;  and  here  and  now,  when 
we  are  inaugurating  this  policy,  I  desire  10 
state  for  myself,  and,  as  I  believe,  for  many 
who  sit  around  me,  that  we  do  here  solemnly 
prt)te8t  that  this  gift  is  not  to  disturb  the 
American  system  of  education,  hut  it  is  rather 
to  be  used  through  it  and  as  a  part  of  it,  and 
to  be  wholly  sobordinated  to  what  I  venture  to 
call  our  great  American  system  of  education. 
On  this  question  I  have  been  compelled  here- 
tofore to  differ  with  manyfiiends  of  educa- 
tion here  aad  eiaewhere,  many  who  have 
thought  it  might  he  wise  for  Cougress,  in  cer- 
tuo  con^ngencies,  to  take  uharge  of  the  system 
of  educaUon  in  the  States.  I  will  not  now 
diaottas  the  aonstitn^nal  aspects  of  tbat  ques- 


tion ;  but  I  desire  to  say  that  all  the  philoso- 
phy of  oar  educational  system  forbids  that  we 
should  take  such  a  conrse.  And  in  the  few 
moments  awarded  to  me  I  wish  to  make  an 
appeal  for  our  syslem  as  a  whole  as  against 
any  other  known  to  me.  We  look  eom«times 
with  great  admiration  at  a  Government  like 
Germany,  that  can  command  the  light  of  its 
education  lo  shine  everywhere,  that  can 
enforce  its  school  laws  everywhere  throughout 
the  empire.  Under  onr  system  we  do  nut 
rejoice  in  tbat,  hut  we  rather  rejoice  that  here 
two  forces  play  with  all  their  vast  power  upon 
our  system  of  education.  The  first  is  that  of 
the  local,  municipal  power  under  our  State 
governments.  There  is  the  center  of  respons- 
ibility. There  is  the  chief  educational  power. 
There  can  be  enforced  Luther's  great  thought 
of  placing  on  magistrates  the  duty  of  educating 
children. 

Luther  was  the  6rst  to  perceive  that  Chris- 
tian schools  were  an  absolute  necessity.  In 
a  celebrated  paper  addressed  to  the  municipal 
councilors  of  I  be  empire  in  1624,  he  demanded 
the  establishment  ot  achgols  in  all  the  villages 
of  German/.  To  tolerate  ignorance  waa,  in 
the  energetic  language  of  the  reformer,  lo  make 
commnn  cause  with  the  devil.  The  father  of 
a  family  who  abandoned  his  children  to  igno- 
rance waa  a  consummate  rascal.  Addressing 
the  German  authorities,  he  said  : 
'.'  Masislratu.  r<m«mbsr  that  Qod  formallr  Mm- 

roaDdment  parfinti!  bsre  trsnicreued  by  indaleucc. 
hy  Itwk  of  iDteiJiseiiae,  and  beomusa  of  overwork. 

"  Til*  daty  devolvM  apon  yon,  misiatratM.  la  call 
fmtbani  to  tboir  daty.  and  to  prevent  [be  return  of 
Ifaeae  eviti  which  we  anffer  to-doT.  Qive  BtlBOtion 
to  your  Dhlldreu.    Hanr  parsati  are  like  oatr<«be>, 


r.  its  safety  and  Its  fc 


etWted 

"  Icnoranse  ia  more  daDcerons  for  a  people  than 
the  armlei  of  an  eoemf." 

After  quoting  this  passage  from  Luther, 
Laboulaye,  in  his  eloquent  essay  entitied 
"'•''■■■        "   iitj,''  


V  Iiimila,     pages  204  and  2 


The  duties  enjoined  in  these  great 
of  Luther  are  recognized  to  the  fullest  extent 
by  the  American  system.  But  they  are  recog- 
nized as  belonging  to  the  authorities  of  the 
State,  the  county,  the  township,  the  local 
communities-  There,  these  obligations  may  be 
urged  with  all  the  strength  of  their  high  sanc- 
tions. There,  may  be  brought  to  bear  all  the 
patriotism,  all  the  morality,  all  the  pbilan- 


best  forms. 

But  there  is  another  force  even  greater  than 
that  of  the  Slate  and  the  local  goverameDts.  It 
it  the  force  of  private  voluntary  enterprise,  that 
force  which  has  built  up  the  multitude  of  pri- 
vate schools,  academies,  and  colleges  through- 
out the  United  States,  not  alwavs  wisely,  bnt 
always  with  enthusiasm  and  wonderful  energy. 
1  say,  therefore,  that  our  local  self-govern- 
ment, joined  to  and  cooperating  with  private- 
enterprise,  have  made  the  American  system  of 
education  what  ii  is. 

In  further  illustration  of  its  merits,  I  beg 
leave  to  allude  to  a  few  facts  of  great  signifi- 
cance. The  Governments  of  Europe  are  now 
beginning  to  see  that  our  system  is  better  and 
more  efficient  than  theirs.  The  pnblic  mind 
of  England  is  now,  and  has  been  for  several 
yeara,  profoundly  moved  on  the  subject  of  edn- 
cation.  Several  commissioners  have  lately 
been  sent  by  the  British  Government  to  exam- 
ine the  school  systems  of  other  countries,  and 
lay  before  Pailiatnent  the  results  of  their  invest- 


igations, so  as  to  enable  that  body  to  proSt 
by  the  experience  of  other  nations. 

Rev.  J.  Frazier,  one  of  the  assistant  com- 
miraioners  appointed  for  this  purpose,  vis- 
ited this  country  in  1B6Q,  and  in  the  following 
year  made  his  report  to  PHrliament.  While 
be  found  much  to  criticise  in  onr  system  of 
education,  be  did  not  withhold  his  expres- 
sions of  astonishment  at  the  important  part 
which  private  enterprise  played  in  our  system. 
In  concluding  his  report,  be  speaks  of  the 
United  States  as  "a  nation  of  which  it  is  no 
flattery  or  exaggeration  to  say  that  it  is,  if  not 
the  most  highly,  yet  certainly  the  most  gener- 
ally educated  and  intelligent  people  on  (be 
globe." 

But  a  more  valuable  report  was  delivered  to 
Parliament  in  1668,  by  Mathew  Arnold,  one 
of  the  most  cultivated  and  profound  ihinkera 
of  England.  He  waa  sent  by  Parliament  to 
examine  the  schools  and  universities  of  ihe 
continent,  and  nfter  visiting  all  the  leading 
Stales  of  Europe,  and  making  himself  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  tbeir  syttem  of  education, 
he  delivered  a  most  searching  and  able  report. 
In  the  concluding  chapter,  he  discusses  the 
wants  of  England  on  the  subject  of  education. 
No  one  who  reads  that  chapter  can  fail  to 
admire  the  boldness  and  power  with  which  he 
points  out  the  chief  obatacles  to  popular 
education  in  England.  He  exhibits  ihe  signiG- 
cant  fact  that  while  during  tba  last  half  century 
there  has  been  a  general  transformation  in  the 
civil  otgantlation  of  European  Governments, 
England,  with  all  her  liberty  and  progress,  Js 
shackled  with  what  he  calla  a  civil  organiza- 
tion, which  is,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of 
it,  not  modern.     He  says  : 

'-Trintrorm  aba  maat  nnlea  ahe  meana  lo  enmo  at 
laettothe  aame  lenteDce  ae  tbo  chnrch  of  8ardi): 

•■HSw"er*°oirno'pVt  onhirmmco»"t.Mk' of 
trantformation  hnvs  loow  to  touch,  eicept  on  that 


IhliKniory  inatructioi 
SKPital  dlfflcnltT  in 


ia  talked  of.    But  wha 


di>iriet».  with 
"r  of  Franoe 


In  the  early  part  of  1870  a  report  was  made 
to  the  minister  of  public  instmctino  by  Mr.  C. 
Hippeaa.  a  man  of  great  learniog,  and  who 
in  the  previous  year  bad  been  ordered  bv 
the  French  Government  lo  visit  the  United 
States  and  make  a  careful  study  of  our  system 
of  public  education.  In  summing  up  his  con- 
clusions, at  the  end  of  his  report,  be  expresses 
opinions  which  are  remarkable  for  their  bold* 
nesa,  when  we  remember  the  character  of  Ihe 
French  Govemifient  at  that  time;  audLisree- 
ommendalions  have  a  most  siguiGcant  appli- 
cation to  the  principle  under  consideration.  1 
translate  his  concluding  paragraphs: 


•■What 


roBsly  aj 


_.    idVofpnblio  inatiuciion  in  the  U 11  lied 

StatM  ia    the  idmirBble  power  of  privite  '""'- 

foi  from  their  Governmeni.  enrly  ado'pted  the  habit 
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throaghout  the  coantry  that  the  net  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  pablic  lands  are 
to  KO  to  the  edacation  of  the  people,  there  will 
be  fewer  acres  of  the  public  domain  squandered 
ID    Congress  by  bills  for  the  support  of  this 
or  that  project  for  private  profit  or  public  im- 
provement.   I  believe  that  when  a  Congress- 
m&Dy  in  thus  giving  away  the  public  lands, 
baa  to  cast  his  vote  not  only  agunst  the  will  of 
the  people,  but  also  against  an  appropriation 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  those  pubuc  lands  for 
school    purposes,  be  will  hesitate.      Thus  a 
'measure  of  this  kind   will  be  a   protection 
to    the   public-land  system,  and  will  in  fact 
Save   to   the  country  that  which  it  has  been 
apprehended  may  be  lost  by  the  bill. 

•  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  utterly  surprised  that 
there  should   have  been  a  word  said  in  this 
House  against  the  appropriation  of  any  fund 
for  the  education  of  the  people,  and  especially 
in  those  States  in  which  millions  of  uneducated 
men  have  recently  been  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge their  duty  to  their  country  as  citisens 
and  voters.    I  am  ready  to  vote  not  onlv  for 
this  measure,  but  for  appropriations  of  the 
public  money,  if  necessary,  to  carry  on  a  system 
that  shall  secure  education  to  those  who  with 
their  ancestors  for  hundreds  of  years  have  been 
held  in  bondage,  and  yet  are  to-day  called  upon 
to  participate  in  the  management  of  the  Qov- 
ernment.  By  the  liberating  policy  of  the  nation 
these  people  have  be^n  raised  from  slavery  to 
freedom  and  endowed  with  the  right  to  partici- 

rite  in  the  management  of  the  Government, 
say  that  it  is  a  wise  act  for  the  Government 
to  spend  money  in  educating  these  millions  of 
people  to  whom  education  is  necessary  for  the 
proper  discbarge  of  their  duties  to  the  country. 
Mr.  PERCE.  I  now  yield  ten  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ma56aohu8ettS|  [Mr. 
Dawes.] 

Mr.  DAWBS.  Mr.  Speaker,  ten  minutes 
will  not  suffice  even  for  the  simple  purpose 
of  gratifying  the  ambition  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Shbllabaroer]  on 
Friday  last,  in  which  1  confess  1  am  a  sharer ; 
the  ambition  to  connect  one's  pame  with  so 
beneficent  a  measure.  I  do  not  propose  to 
advocate  the  details  of  the  bill,  but  simply  the 
general  idea.  It  has  not  the  scope  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  seemed  to  perceive  in 
it,  that  of  taking  the  whole  public  domain  and 
consecrating  it  to  this  work.  Sir,  I  wish  it 
did  that.  1  wish  that  every  acre  now  unoccu- 
pied by  the  settler  and  unappropriated  to  the 
soldier  were  by  this  bill  consecrated  to  so  good 
and  noble  a  purpose  as  that  contemplated  by 
this  bill.  Those  who  have  witnessed  on  this 
floor  the  manner  in  which  the  public  domain 
has  been  preyed  upon  within  the  last  ten  years 
cannot,  as  they  look  back  npon  the  disposition 
which  has  been  made  of  it,  fail  to  regret  any 
omission  on  their  part  to  resist  the  constant 
and  greedy  manner  in  which  it  has  been  spoli- 
ated upon  the  floor  of  Congress.  With  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  main  arteries  of  rail- 
road across  the  nation,  I  have  voted  contin- 
uallv  against  the  appropriation  of  the  public 
lands  to  railroad  purposes ;  yet  so  far  as 
they  have  been  appropriated  to  the  develop- 
ment and  growth  and  population  of  the  coun- 
try, I  do  not  regret  the  appropriation.  But 
such  a  large  share  of  these  lanas  has  gone  to 
other  purposes  that  it  is  questionable  whether 
as  a  whole  the  policy  has  not  been  bad. 

But,  sir.  the  bill  does  not  mean,  as  I  wish  it 
did,  that  tne  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  are 
to  be  directed  exclusively  to  the  points  where 
they  are  most  needed.  1  recognize  the  defect 
in  the  bill  which  has  been  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tlemau  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Parker,] 
though  not  to  the  extent  which  he  suggests.  I 
would  like  to  overcome  that  objection  if  it  were 
in  my  power,  so  as  to  concentrate  the  whole 
of  these  proceeds  upon  those  points  in  the 
coantry  where  we  feel  there  is  most  need  of 
them. 

Sir,  there  is  nothing  that  we  are  so  slow  to 
acknowledge  in  the  growth  and  development 


of  this  Government  as  that  we  are  becoming 
a  nation,  not  only  in  name,  but  in  everything 
that  goes  along  with  and  makes  up  a  nation. 
Our  friends  on  the  other  side  attribute  this  to 
political  advance  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.  Sir,  the  concentration  of  power 
here  at  Washington,  the  making  here  year 
by  year  of  this  Government  more  and  more  a 
nation  within  the  last  ten  years,  has  been  the 
result  offerees  hidden  in  the  very  growth  and 
development  of  this  nation  which  nothing 
could  hinder  and  nothing  could  ttay* 

The  railroads  which  traverse  the  country 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  the  telegraph 
which  makes  a  man  who  speaks  here  speak 
to  the  whole  nation,  the  railroads  which  carry 
all  trade  from  one  side  of  the  continent  to 
the  other — all  of  them  make  State  lines,  in 
spite  of  all  that  can  be  done,  but  imaginary 
lines;  make  us  too  much,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
yet  inevitably  so,  one  people,  one  nation.  In 
thought,  in  feeling,  in  purpose,  in  impulse,  in 
action,  in  everything,  we  are  becoming  by 
means  of  these  forces  one  people  and  one 
nation.  And  what  has  happened  within  the 
last  ten  ^ears  has  been  but  precipitating  re- 
sults which  were  just  as  inevitable  in  the 
nature  of  things  as  this  Government  would 
grow  and  avail  itself  of  these  improvements 
in  travel,  in  skill,  in  communication,  in  traf- 
fic, in  commerce,  in  thought,  in  speech,  and 
in  everything  that  makes  a  man  grow  and 
develop  nimself. 

I  do  not  desire  to  hasten  it.  I  do  not  desire 
to  do  anything  which  will  hasten  this  result. 
I  only  say  it  is  our  duty  to  recognize  the  exist- 
ence of  these  forces.  And  when  we  passed 
the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
when  it  became  necessary  as  a  result  of  the 
war  for  the  national  Government  to  undertake 
to  regulate  the  franchise  in  this  country,  and 
to  say  who  should  and  who  should  not  have 
the  ballot  in  this  country,  so  .that  a  ballot  cast 
in  Massachusetts  or  Arkansas,  or  upon  the 
Pacific  slope  or  in  Pennsylvania,  not  only 
affected  the  locality  where  it  was  dropped,  bui 
the  whole  nation  alike,  it  became  absolutely 
necessary  we  should  take  upon  us  the  burden 
also  along  with  this  constitutional  enactment; 
that  all  we  clothed  with  this  power  should  aNo 
be  furnished  by  us,  for  onr  own  safety  and 
protection  and  self-defense,  with  that  intelli- 
gence which  shall  make  the  power  in  their 
hands  a  power  for  protection  and  strength, 
rather  than  for  destruction  and  weakness.  We 
can  no  longer  shut  our  eyes,  we  can  no  longer 
throw  off  the  obligation  we  took  upon  ourseUes 
when  we  clothed  these  people,  four  million  at 
the  South,  and  in  all  the  States — when  the  peo* 
pie  undertook  here  as  a  part  of  the  great  devel- 
opment to  which  I  h^ve  alluded,  and  as  one  of 
the  necessary  results  from  i^  that  we  would 
recognize  the  elective  franchise — from  that 
moment  it  was  one  of  the  necessities  of  the 
Government  that  those  we  clothed  wiih  the 
ballot  should  have  the  means  of  casting  that 
ballot  intelligently.  Sir,  'Uhere  is  that  scat- 
tereth  and  yet  increaseth,  and  there  is  that 
withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth 
to  poverty." 

Mr.  PEBCB.  I  will  now  yield  for  a  min- 
ute   to    the    Delegate    from    Arizona,  [Mr. 

McCoRMIOK.] 

Mr.  McC0HMICK,4}f  Arizona.  I  had  hoped 
the  opportunity  would  be  given  me  to  say  some- 
thing tor  the  Territories  of  the  United  States ; 
but  as  I  am  to  be  allowed  but  a  single  minute, 
I  ask  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  print  what  i 
have  to  say  on  this  most  important  question. 

Leave  was  granted ;  and  the  remarks  will  be 
printed  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  PERCE.  Mr.  Speaker,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  discussion  of  the  bill  itself,  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a 
moment  to  one  ot  two  amendments.  In  sec- 
tion four  of  the  bill  we  provide  that  one  half 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
previous  year  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  and  Territories  and  the  Dis- 


trict of  Columbia  on  the  basis  of  population* 
The  committee,  in  framing  the  bill,  endeavored 
as  far  as  possible  to  place  the  funds  to  be 
derived  from  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  places  where  they  were  actually  needed ; 
but,  in  looking  over  the  whole  ground,  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  basis  of  population 
would  be  the  only  basis  acceptable  to  the  House. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Butler]  bases  this  ap« 
portionment  upon  the  population  of  the  States 
and  Territories  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
twenty-one  years.  When  this  amendment  was 
submitted,  we  referred  the  matter  to  the  Cen- 
sus Bureau,  and  ascertained  that  these  were 
census  ages,  and  that  such  population  could 
be  ascertained  from  the  tables  of  the  Census 
Bureau  as  easily  as  the  entire  population  of 
the  States.  The  amendment  will  have  this 
effect :  that  the  fund  will  be  more  largely  dis- 
tributed where  there  are  more  children  to  re- 
ceive the  benefits  thereof.  It  is  a  fact  ascer- 
tained by  the  census  tables  that  we  have  more 
children  in  the  South  than  there  are  in  the 
North,  and  that  there  are  more  children  in 
the  West  than  there  are  in  the  East.  We  desire 
to  place  this  fund  and  to  give  the  benefit  of 
it  to  sections  of  the  country  where  there  are 
the  greater  number  of  children  to  be  edncuted. 
So  ^r,  therefore,  as  I  am  concerned,  I  ask  the 
House  to  sustain  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Boiler.] 

We  have,  sir,  another  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.  J 
In  framing  the  bill  the  committee  desired  to 
avoid  all  questions  in  regard  to  the  previous 
distribution  of  the  public  lands,  whether  by 
way  of  bounty  or  through  homestead  laws,  or 
otherwise.  We  had,  as  we  believed,  entirely 
escaped  interfering,  in  any  way,  shape,  or  man- 
ner, with  any  of  these  laws.  Neither  did  we 
intend  to  bind  Congress,  for  that  was  impos- 
sible, as  to  the  future;  but  as  some  gemle- 
men  thought  that  would  be  the  effect  of  it^  I 
submit  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  will  cure  any  defect  that  may 
possibly,  exist  in  the  bill  in  that  regard. 

Another  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  is  in 
accordance  with  my  own  individual  views,  is 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Goodrich,]  which  provides — 

That  for  the  first  ten  years  the  distribation  of  the 
said  land  to  and  amoncr  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, inolading  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
made  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  illiteracy  of  their 
respective  populations,  as  shown,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  last  preceding  published  census  of  the  Unitea 
States. 

Upon  the  first  blush  this  will  appear  to  be 
a  premium  upon  ignorance,  but  I  know  of  no 
other  means  of  giving  any  fund  created  by  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
education  to  such  portions  of  the  country  as 
most  greatly  need  it,  other  .than  the  method 
offerefd  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I 
recognise  in  its  full  force  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Par* 
kbr]  to  giving  this  fund  to  the  northern  States 
where  it  is  not  needed.  1  know,  sir,  that  in 
the  northern  States  there  are  systems  of  public 
education  thoroughly  organized  and  far  ad* 
vanced,  but  1  also  know  that  in  the  South  we 
are  new  upon  all  questions  of  education  ;  that 
we  have  a  vast  proportion  of  the  population 
new-bom  to  freedom,  and  just  emerging  from 
the  ignorance  and  corrupting  influences  of 
bondage,  and  another  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion with  all  their  mental  and  moral  being  still 
shrouded  in  the  shadow  of  slavery,  and  resist- 
ing with  all  their  power  and  in  every  way  ( from 
the  passive  policy  of  keeping  their  children 
from  the  public  school  up  to  the  burning  of 
school-houses  and  whipping  and  murdering 
teachers)  the  system  of  education,  and  that  we 
must  have  some  stimulus  applied  from  outside 
the  State  government  to  infuse  life  into  the 
school  system,  which  the  Republican  party  of 
the  South  are  endeavoring  to  inaugurate  in 
that  section.  As  before  stated,  the  basis  of 
population  seemed  to  the  committee,  though 
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a  national  system  is  not  in  issae.  We  pro- 
pose to  aid  and  assist  the  educational  sys- 
tems adopted  by  the  several  States.  Ke  rec- 
ognize the  right  and  propriety  of  the  State  to 
provide  for  the  teaching  of  its  own  children; 
and  for  myself,  and  I  think  for  the  entire  com- 
mittee reporting  the  bill,  I  can  say  I  believe 
it  would  be  impolitic,  if  not  impossible,  for 
the  Federal  Government  to  establish  a  general 
plan  of  edacation  fitted  to  all  the  variety  of 
wants  in  the  different  States. 

The  whole  tenor  of  this  bill  is  against  it. 
We  do  not  create  a  single  new  oflBicer.  We 
leave  the  control  of  the  public  lands  where  it 
now  is,  in  the  General  Land  Office.  No  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States  handles  a  dollar  of 
the  money.  No  officer  of  the  Government 
applies  any  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fand. 
It  leaves  the  control  of  the  United  States  the 
moment  the  apportionment  is  made  by  the 
United  States  upon  the  basis  established  by  a 
general  census,  and  immediately  comes  unaer 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  State  government, 
which,  through  its  officers,  distributes  the  fund 
as  its  Legislature  shall  direct  in  aid  of  the 
purpose  of  the  grant.  No  bill  could  more  dis- 
tinctly define  the  divided  sovereigntv  than  does 
the  provisions  of  this  act.  I  have  said  thus  much 
in  deference  to  the  statements,  far- fetched  and 
erroneous  though  they  be,  made  by  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

In  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  McIntyre]  on  offering  his  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  he  used  this  language: 

**  I  feel  safe  in  expressing  my  belief  that  there  is 
intelligeDce  and  patriotism  enough  in  the  State  of 
Georgia  to-da^  to  manage  its  proportion  of  this  fund 
properly  if  it  is  turned  over  to  the  State.  I  believe 
there  is  saffioieDt  intelligence  and  patriotism  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  to  carry  oat  this  object. 
X  do  not  believe  that  the  State  of  New  York  or 
Pennsylvania  or  any  other  State  of  the  Union  is  so 
lost  to  virtue  and  patriotism  as  to  be  nnfaithful  in 
the  disposition  of  this  fund.  I  am  willing  to  trust 
every  one  of  the  States  in  this  regard.  They  have 
managed  this  matter  for  themselves  heretofore,  and 
I  believe  they  can  do  it  still." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  honestly  believes  every  word  he 
utters,  and  I  honor  him  in  his  belief,  but, 
unfortunately,  the  action  of  his  State  does  not 
warrant  his  statement  or  sustain  the  theory  so 
honorable  to  the  gentleman  advocating  it.  I 
find,  upon  turning  to  the  law  of  1862,  on  page 
603,  volume  twelve,  Statutes- at- Large,  that 
the  State  of  Georgia  was  entitled  to  receive 
under  that  act  thirtv  thousand  acres  of  land  for 
each  Senator  and  Ilepresentative  in  Congress, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  ecjuivalent  to  $337,600  at 
$1  25  per  acre,  the  stipulated  minimum  price. 
These  lands  were  granted  upon  the  express 
condition  that  within  five  years  the  State  tak- 
ing the  benefit  of  the  act  should  provide  at 
least  one  college,  wherein  the  leading  object 
of  its  teaching  should  be  such  branches  of 
learning  as  are  related  to  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts.  I  find  in  that  bill  no  less 
than  seven  special  clauses,  and  a  much  larger 
number  of  provisos  which  contain  conditions. 
I  find  by  the  record  that  under  a  special  act 
of  Congress  passed  for  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting her  so  to  do,  the  State  of  Georgia  accepted 
the  gran  tf  with  all  its  provisions  and  conditions, 
on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1866 ;  and  yet,  sir, 
on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1871,  more  than 
five  years  after  her  acceptance  of  the  land,  in 
a  list  of  States  which  have  not  established 
State  industrial  colleges,  but  have  accepted  the 
congressional  land  grant  of  July  2,  1862, 
against  the  State  of  Georgia  I  find  the  fatal 
wofd  *'  none.''  Georgia  does  not  stand  alone 
upon  this  record  of  broken  pledges.  Alabama, 
Florida,  Louisiana,  Nevada,  North  Carolina, 
Oregon,  South  Carolina,  and  Texas  have 
ntterly  neglected  to  fulfill  the  duties  and  con- 
ditions so  solemnly  assumed ;  while  Connecti- 
cut, Virginia,  Rhode  Island,  my  own  State, 
and,  in  fact,  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
have  defrauded  the  fund  created  by  the  act  by 
perverting  it  to  the  aid  of  the  literary  schools 
of  the  coantry.    With  such  fli^grant  examples 


before  us,  I  submit,  sir,  it  becomes  ns  as  legis- 
lators to  insert  in  all  bills  granting  lands  a 
power  to  coerce  the  application  of  the  fund  to 
the  purpose  intended  bv  the  grant. 

Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  find  .the  bill  attacked 
upon  the  gronna  that  no  one  outside  this  Hall  is 
asking  such  legislation.  I  hardly  know  what 
will  meet  the  objections  of  a  mind  so  consti- 
tuted as  to  make  this  kind  of  opposition  to  any 
measure.  Such  profound  ignorance  of  fact, 
coupled  with  such  profound  self-abnegation, 
can  hardly  be  found  even  *4n  this  season  of 
profound  peace.' '  Sir,  if  gentlemen  suppose 
the  ]30wers  of  Congress  are  circumscribed  by 
the  right  of  petition,  they  entirely  misconceive 
the  organization  of  the  nation's  Legislature, 
its  powers,  and  its  duties.  We  do  not  sit  here 
merely  to  pass  judgment  upon  the  prayers  of 
petitioners  like  the  justices  of  our  courts.  Our 
functions  are  of  a  higher  and  a  nobl^  order. 
The  heart  of  the  nation  throbs  beneath  the 
shadow  of  the  dome  of  its  Capitol,  and  with 
each  pulsation  its  feeling,  its  tnought,  is  car- 
ried to  the  remotest  member. 

Gentlemen  say  no  one  4i8ks  for  this  Kgisla- 
tion.  Sir,  in  response,  I  assert  that  I,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  have  the  right  to  ask  it. 
As  the  representative  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  citizens  to  be  benefited  by  its  pro- 
visions, it  is  my  duty  to  ask  it ;  and  although 
the  sound  may  seem  ominous  to  the  future  of 
the  part^,  gentlemen  representing  the  voice 
of  nearly  three  million  people  in  the  South, 
now  by  the  grace  of  Goa  and  the  will  of  the 
Republican  party  clothed  With  all  the  honor 
and  i^lory  and  power  of  American  citizens, 
join  in  the  demand. 

Let  gentlemen  turn  to  the  tables  of  their 
last  census,  and  they  will  find  the  petition  of 
nearly  six  millions  of  wholly  illiterate  Ameri- 
can citizenq  demanding  just  such  leg^islation 
as  this  in  tones  in  comparison  to  which  my 
voice  is  but  the  faintest  echo  of  a  whisper. 

The  tables  show  that  there  are  in  the  United 
States  6,660,074  persons  who  report  them- 
selves illiterate.  Add  to  this  the  number  who, 
from  a  commingling  of  pride  and  shame,  report 
themselves  able  to  read  and  write  when  in 
fact  they  are  not ;  then  add  the  number  of 
those  whose  learning  is  of  so  limited  a  char- 
acter as  to  be  of  no  practical  value  whatever, 
and  the  number  will  be  swelled  to  over  ten 
millions,  instead  of  less  than  six,  as  shown  by 
the  census  tables.  This  mass  of  ignorance 
cries  aloud  for  aid.  It  is  a  petition  greater 
than  has  ever  been  presented  to  this  House, 
and  should  appeal  to  each  individual  member. 

To  understand  fully  how  the  education  of 
the  people  bears  upon  the  common  welfare 
of  the  country,  we  must  study  these  tables 
and  apply  the  statistics  there  gathered  to 
every-day  life.  I  find  that  in  1866  there  were 
seventeen  thousand  persons  in  prisons.  Sta- 
tistics on  this  subject  are  venr  imperfectly 
kept,  but  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Education  there  is  a  collection  of  facts  in 
regard  to  prison  life  in  New  England,  gath- 
ered from  personal  visitation  and  observation, 
which,  by  consent  of  the  House,  I  will  briefly 
state.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  crime  of  New 
England  is  committed  by  persons  who  have 
no  education,  or  none  suflBicient  to  serve  any 
valuable  purpose  in  life.  Twenty-eight  per 
cent,  of  all  the  prisoners  of  the  country  are 
unable  to  read  or  write.  From  ten  to  twenty- 
two  per  cent,  of  the  population  commit  all  the 
crime,  and  less  than  one  fifth  of  one  per  cent, 
is  committed  by  those  who  are  educated.  From 
eighty  to  ninety  per  cent,  of  all  the  criminals 
in  the  country  have  never  learned  an^  trade 
or  mastered  any  skilled  labor.  From  eighty  to 
ninety  per  cent,  connect  their  crime  with  in- 
temperance. Ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  offend- 
ers in  juvenile  reformatories  come  from  idle, 
ignorant,  and  vicious  homes,  while  almost  all 
juvenile  offenders  did, not  attend  school,  or 
commit  the  crime  for  which  they  are  impris- 
oned while  playing  truant. 

I  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  on  the 


other  side  of  the  House,  who  are  so  fearful  lest 
some  constitutional  or  reserved  right  of  the 
State  be  infringed  by  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  to  these  few  statistics  of  the  relation  of 
ignorance  and  crime,  and  I  ask  them  if  these 
facts  do  not  appeal  to  the  House  in  stronger 
terms  thap  any  petition  signed  by  thousands  ? 
And  I  further  ask  them  whether,  if  there  be 
means  to  correct  this  great  and  startling  evil, 
they  would  not  come  under  that  sweeping 
provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  provide  for  the  common  welfare  of. 
the  country? 

I  find,  also,  in  the  same  report,  a  tabular  state- 
ment showioff  the  public-school  expenditure 
per  capita  of  school  population,  and  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  property  per  capita  of  total 
population  in  each  State.  By  these  tables  it  is 
shown  to  be  an  absolute  fact  that  wealth  fol- 
lows fast  in  the  footsteps  of  education.  Massa- 
chusetts heads  the  list  of  both  columns,  and  my 
colleague  on  the  committee  [Mr.  Hoar]  did 
his  noble  State  no  more  than  justice  in  his 
eloquent  remarks  submitted  upon  this  bill. 
His  State  spends  $20  66  per  annum  for  every 
child  of  scnool  age  within  her  borders,  and 
the  assessed  valuation  of  property  per  capita 
is  $972,  while  Indiana,  spending  $6  16,  shows 
only  an  average  wealth  of  $394.  If  these  were 
only  exceptional  instances,  they  would  not  be 
great  eviaence  of  the  facts  we  assert,  but  if 
eentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  over 
tne  list,  they  will  find  both  columns  diminish 
gradually  and  together,  until  we  reach  North 
Carolina,  with  its  expenditure  of  forty-eight 
cents  per  capita^  and  its  average  wealth  of 
$121. 

If  we  compare  education  and  pauperism  we 
find  that  nearly  one  half  of  the  paupers  are 
entirely  uneducated  and  illiterate,  while  lefts 
than  one  seventieth  part  have  received  a  supe- 
rior education.  By  the  advanced  sheets  of 
the  ninth  census,  we  find  there  are  4,882,210 
native  bom  illiterates,  777,864  foreign  bgrn 
illiterates,  making  a  grand  total  of  6,660,074 
in  the  whole  country.  Of  these,  690,117  native 
born  and  666,986  foreign  born  reside  in  the 
northern  States,  while  4,117,689  native  boru 
and  72,888  foreign  bom  reside  in  the  southern 
States.  In  the  northern  States,  with  their 
illiterate  population  of  1,366,302,  the  statistics 
of  crime  show  one  homicide  to  every  66,000  in- 
habitants, including  murders  by  Indians,  while 
in  the  South,  with  its  illiterate  population  of 
4«  189,972,  the  san^  statistics  show  one  homi- 
cide to  every  ten  thousands  inhabitants.  I  know 
that  in  the  southern  States  the  addition  of  the 
colored  population  swells  the  number  of  their 
illiterates,  but  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
in  the  southern  States  with  a  population  nearly 
8,000,000  less  in  number,  there  are  260,000 
white  persons  unable  to  read  or  write  more 
than  in  the  northern  States,  while  in  the  whole 
country  the  number  of  white  persons  unable  to 
read  or  write  exceed  the  number  of  colored  per- 
sons by  over  a  hundred  thousand.  1  do  not  know 
that  it  is  necessary  to  go  further  into  these  statis- 
tics they  exhibit  terrible  and  startling  facts — 
facts  demanding  the  immediate,  earnest,  and 
most  statesman- like  research  and  reform. 

I  know  that  they  do  not  present  to  the  en- 
lightened world  a  favorable  view  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  but  in  my  judgment  it  is 
neither  wise  nor  statesman- like  to  shrink  from 
the  exhibit,  or  endeavor  in  any  way  to  sup- 
press the  trath.  To  cure  the  disease  the  phy- 
sician must  know  the  symptoms,  and  the  sur- 
geon see  the  ulcer  before  be  lays  his  knife  at 
its  root.  On  the  other  hand,  I  submit,  sir,  that 
the  course  of  gentlemen  who,  through  a  falne 
State  pride,  have  endeavored  to  suppress  the 
facts  by  casting  slurs  and  recriminations  upon 
the  friends  of  a  measure  tending  to  diminish 
this  vast  and  horrible  conglomeration  of  igno- 
rance, vice,  crime,  pauperism,  and  intemper- 
ance, is  entirely  unworthy  of  the  position  they 
occupy  or  the  seats  they  nil  in  the  halls  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  nation. 
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teenih,  and  fifteeatb  amendmBtita  to  tbe  Cod- 
•titntioD.  I  voted  AgaiDsC  the  retolQtioD,  uid 
dfllire  to  have  my  vota  lo  recorded. 

The  SPEAEEK.  When  tbe  mmeB  *re  not 
read,  after  k  call  of  Ihe  roll,  it  hu  been  the 
habit  lo  correct  the  Journal,  irhea  a  (realleman 
Bubsequeiilly  atat«s  that  hie  vote  haa  been 
wroDglj  recorded.  Tbe  corractioa  desired  by 
the  gantlemSQ  from  Weat  Virginia  [Mr.  Bkkb- 
roESj  will  be  made. 

Hr.  SPEER,  of  Qeorgia.    I  inrist  npon  the 


ropnUr 


The  SF£A£BR.  Tbe  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  queatioD  ceoora  npon  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ulinoii,  [Mr.  Fikns- 
troBTH,]  that  the  Hooae  now  Mjonn. 

The  motioQ  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  fifteen  minntea  p.  m.)  ifae 
HoDM  aijjoQnied. 

PCTITIOHS,  ITO. 

The  followiDg  petitiona,  Ac.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

Bv  Mr.  BIRD :  The  petition  of  Mra.  Stiun 
T.  E.  Williamson,  widow  of  Charles  T.  Wil- 
liamaon,  formerlj  captain  in  Uoited  Stales 

NftTJ. 

By  Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Miaaonri  :  The  jieiition 
of  journeymen  cigar-makers  of  the  third  oon- 
gressional  district  of  Missouri,  for  increase  of 
tariff  00  imported  cigars. 

Also,  tbe  pelition  of  a  large  nnmbor  of  taX' 
payers  of  South  Carolina,  asking  a  reduction 
of  tbe  tariff  to  a  revenue  basis  solely. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Union  Merchants^ 
Exchange,  proteatin 
the  Chicagn  relief  hi 

Bv  Ur.BUCELEi: :  The  petition  of  Uanial 
H.  Workman,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  ask- 
ing the  removal  of  political  disabilities  imposed 
by  the  third  aectiooofthe  fourteenth ariiele  of 
amendments  lo  tbe  Constitution. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  H.  Morraat,  'of 
Tuskaloosa,  Alabama,  asking;  Congress  tumake 
ptovimon  for  the  payment  of  claims  afrainst  the 
French  Qovemment  for  property  destroyed 
during  the  years  1793  and  1601. 

By  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  New  York:  The  peti- 
tion of  merchants  and  liankers  of  the  city  of 
Bochesier,  New  York,  in  the  interest  of  civil 
■ervice  reform. 

By  Mr.  DOX:  The  memorial  of  John  Hoi^ 
rast,  of  Alabama,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
others,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  com- 
pelling ihe  payment  to  claimants,  from  what  is 
known  as  the  French  indemnity  fond,  of  the 
moneys  to  which  such  claimants  are  entitled. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  L.  Brewer  &  Co.  ,'and 
many  others,  merchants  and  wholesale  deal- 
ers in  the  city  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  praying 
an  amendment  to  the  law  imposing  tbe  tax  on 
whisky  and  tobacco. 

By  Hr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of 
L.  S.  Hubbard  and  C5  others,  citizens  of 
Sandnsky,  Ohio,  asiiing  an  appropriation  of 
$SO,000  for   the  improvemem   ot  Sandusky 

Also,  the  petition  of  310  citisens  of  San- 
dusky, Brownhelm,  and  Vermillion,  asking  an 
appropriation  of  $26,000  for  the  improvement 
ofVermillion,  Ohio,  harbor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  D.  Oarriti  and  65  others, 
eiticens  of  Fremont,  Ohio,  asking  an  appro- 
priation for  the  iraprovement  of  ihe  navigation 
of  Sandusky  river. 

By  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio ;  The  memo- 
rial of  248  dtiiens  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia, 
setting  forth  the  great  increase  which  has  re- 
cently been  made  of  tbe  debt  of  the  District, 
and  asking  Uopgress  to  prevent  its  further 


Also,  the  petition  of  Wamu  Fierce,  of 
Oarretisville,  Portage  coun^,  Ohio,  for  an 
WDendmeni  to  thepoalal  laws. 

ByMr.  HALSBY:  A  joint  reiolntion  of  the 
New  Jersey  Legislature,  instructing  her  Sena- 
l«ia  and   reqoeMing   her   Representatives   in 
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By  kr.  HOARi  The  petition  of  BIbridge 
Dunham  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  impeaebinent  and  removal  of  Hark  W. 
Delabay,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Ksnsaa. 

Also,  lbs  petition  of  Samuel  A.  Knox,  for 
extension  of  letters- patent. 

By  Mr.  HOLMAN :  The  petition  of  Bon. 
Joseph  Segar,  praying  compenaation  for  (he 
use  an3  occupation  of  his  farm  in  Virgiotu 
by  tbe  United  States  troopa. 

By  Mr.  EELLBT  l  The  remonstrance  of 
William  D.  Lambert  and  118  others,  workers 
of  Sinking  Spring,  Pennsylvania,  against  the 
change  io  the  tariff  laws  abating  duties  on 
articles  saccsBefully  piodaced  in  this  country, 
urged  by  tbe  Free- Trade  League,  and  praying 
for  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such 
other  snides  as  caooot  be  produced  in  the 
United  Slates,  and  aleo  for  such  adjustment 
of  dntiea  aa  will  encourage  and  defend  every 
home  industry, and  foster  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  tbe  American  laborer. 

Alao,  the  remeoatrance  of  420  workers  in 
iron,  of  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania,  against 
the  reduction  of  duties  on  articles  wlitcb  are 
succesafolly  prodnoed  in  thia  conntty,  and 
praying  the  repeal  of  dntiea  upon  tea,  cof- 
fee, and  such  other  articles  of  necessity  or 
comfort  aa  caanot  be  prodnced  in  the  United 
States. 

Also,  theremonstrance  of  William  Wharton. 
jr.,  and  82  others,  workers  in  iron  and  steel 


abating  duties  on  articles  successfully  pro- 
duced in  Ibis  eonnlry,  urged  by  the-  Free  Trade 
League,  and  praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on 
tea,  coffee,  and  sa^  other  articles  as  cannot 
be  prodnced  in  the  United  States,  and  also 
such  an  adjustment  of  duties  as  will  encourage 
and  defend  every  home  industry  and  foslEr  the 
honor  and  interests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Oeorge  Ritchie,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  refund- 
ing of  internal  revenue  taxes  paid  by  him  on 
whisky  destroyed  by  Gre  while  io  bonded 
warehouse. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  William  H.  Priek- 
ett  and  86  others,  engaged  in  mechaoicsl  pur- 
suits in  Philadelphia,  Penn<>ylvania,  against 
any  change  in  the  tariff  laws  abating  duties  on 
articles  successfully  produced  in  this  country, 
urged  by  the  Free-Trade  League,  and  praying 
the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such 
other  articles  aa  cannot  be  produced  in  the 
United  Stales,  and  also  such  an  adjustment 
of  duties  as  will  encourage  and  defend  every 
home  induetry  and  foster  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Oeorge  L.  Gayde 
and  20  others,  workers  in  iron,  kc,  of  Chel- 
tenham, Montgomery  county.  Pennsylvania, 
against  any  change  in  the  tariff  laws  abating 
duties  on  articles  successfully  produced  io  this 
country,  urgid  by  tbe  Free-Trade  Leagne,  and 
praying  the  repeal  of  all  duties  on  tea,  coffee, 
and  sncli  other  articles  as  cannot  be  produced 
in  the  United  States,  and  also  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  duties  as  will  encouTE^e  and  defend 
every  homo  indnslry  and  foster  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  American  laborer. 

Also,  the  peiltiona  of  the  type-fonnders  of 
Baltimore,  New  York,  Brooklyn,  and  Wil- 
liamsburg,  praying  that  tbe  duties  on  type 
shall  not  be  redaced,  and  that  tin  in  pigs  be 
put  in  the  free  list. 

ByMr.  LAMrsON:  Tbe  petition  of  Messta. 
Emery  ft  Savage,  publishers  of  the  Plaindealer, 
a  weekly  newspaper  published  at  Paulding, 
Ohio,  praying  a  change  of  the  postal  arrange- 
ments for  the  transportation  of  newspapers 
through  the  mails. 

By  Mr.  LANSING:  The  petition  of  Mary 
E.  Walker,  for  compensation  to  women  em- 
ployed in  hospital  duty  during  the  rebellion. 

By  Hr.  LOWE:  Tbe  memorial  of  Abelard 


Ontfario,  tm  per  diem  and  mileage  as  Delegate 
from  Nebraska  Territory  to  tbe  Thirty- Second 

Congress. 

By  Mr.  MBRCUR:  The  petition  of  TO 
citizens  of  Pennxylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the 
Army  of  Ihe  United  States,  praying  the 
passage  of  an  act  giving  lo  each  fionorably 
discharged  soldier,  sailor,  and  marine  who 
assisted  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  rebel- 
lion, $8  8Si  for  each  month  ho  served,  and 
also  to  allow  them  to  enter  lands  wlihont  the 
requirement  of  settiement  and  cultivation.     * 

By  Mr.  MBRRIAU:  The  pelition  of  E. 
Remington  &  Sons  and  others,  of  llion,  Her- 
kimer county,  New  York,  relwve  lo  civil  eer- 
vice  reform. 

By  Hr.  PBRRY,  of  New  York :  The  petition  ■ 
of   merohanls  and   bankers   of   the   city   of 
Albany, -New  York,  in  tbe   intereat  of  civil 

By  Mr.FBlNDLE:  The  petition  of  Maria 
S.  Perlee,  for  a  penaio 


a  change  in  the  postal  laws. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Uarr  H.  Barilett,  of 
Woodburn,  Illinois,  for  a  widow's  peoaion. 

ByMr.  SBELLABAKGEK:  The  petition 
of  William  H.  Blairs  and  others,  eleclore,  of 
the  third  congressional  district  of  Ohio,  asking 
leave  to  take  testimony  in  the  contest  of  the 
seat  of  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Caupbeij.. 

POBT  KOITTB  BILL  INTEODCCBD. 

The  following  bill  was  introduced  nnderthe 
rule,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads: 

ByMr.  HARPER:  Abilltoestabtiabapost 
route  from  Old  Fort,  by  Crooked  Creek,  Stone 
Mountain,  Bear  Wallow,  Edneyvilla,  and  Blue 
Ridge,  to  Hendersonville.  North  Carolina; 
also,  from  Asheville,  by  Burnsville,  Bakers- 
ville,  Boone,  and  Jefferson,  to  Sparta,  Noitk 
Carolina. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedhesdat,  FAruars/  7,  1872. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
UAS,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

PBUSONAL    SXPLAKATIOXa. 

Hr.  COHELING.  Hr.  President,  I  wish 
to  make  a  statement. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  desires  to  make  a  stalement 
to  the  Senate.     The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  believe,  after  the 
manner  of  (he  Senate,  I  ought  to  ask  leave  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  I  send  a  newn- 
paper  paragraph  to  the  Secretary  and  ask  bim 


Mr.  CONELING.  Mr.  Presldeot,  thu  hi 
an  editorial  paragraph  from  the  Chicago  Tri- 
bune of  January  81,  1872.  It  is  not  the  work 
of  a  correspondent,  but,  I  repeat,  an  edito- 
rial stalement,  and  the  Senate  wilt  see  that  it 
U  a  statement  positive  in  its  character.  J  did 
not  ask  it  to  be  reud  because  it  reflec 


the  many  other  nntiuthful  and  sometimes  K 
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owners  of  vesMlt  Bavigaiing  the  waters  of 
Lake  HuroO}  praying  wat  tie  fixed  liglit  at 
Point  Auz  Barqaea  be  changed  to  a  fixed  light ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  (S>iDmittee  on  Gom- 
meroe. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Van 
TaaseDy  publisher  of  the  Van  Buren  County 
Press,  ot  Paw  Paw,  Van  Boren  county,  Mich- 
igan, praying  for  snch  an  amendment  to  the 
postal  laws  as  will  allow  persons  known  as  reg- 
ular  publishers  and  dealers  in  newspapers  and 
periodicals  to  receive  by  mail  such  quantities 
of  either  as  they  may  reooire,  in  bulk,  whether 
wholly  or  in  part  printea,  and  pay  the  postage 
thereon  as  received,  at  the  same  rates  pro  rcUa 
as  regular  subscribers  to  publications  weighing 
four  ouDoes,  who  pay  quarterly  in  advance; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SAULS  BURY  presented  a  memorial 
of  Rev.  J.  H.  Lighibourne,  EUwood  Garrett, 
Cyrus  Pyle,  and  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
tnree  others,  citizens  of  Wilmington,  Dels- 


States,  the  manufacture,  importation,  and  sale 
of  all  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used  as  a  bev* 
erage ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  Rev.  J.  H. 
Lightbourne,  EUwood  Garrett,  Cyrus  Pyle,  and 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  others,  citizens 
of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  prayine  an  amend* 
roent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
providing  that  no  candidate  shall  hereafter  be 
eligible  to  any  Federal  office  who  is  addicted 
to  the  use  of  intoxicatiDg  liquors  as  a  bever- 
age, and  that  drunkenness  in  any  Incumbent 
of  such  office  shall  be  deemed  at  any  time 
sufficient  cause  for  his  immediate  impeach- 
ment and  deposition ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  a  memorial  of  Dr. 
C.  C.  Dusenberry  and  others,  citizens  of  New 
York,  praying  the  adoption  of  a  constitutional 
amendment  rendering  ineligible  to  Federal 
office  persons  who  nse  intoxicating  drinks  as  a 
beverage,  and  making  the  use  of  such  drinks 
by  pergons  now  in  office  a  cause  for  impeach- 
ment and  removal :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  Daniel  G. 
Banks  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York,  pray- 
io|f  a  prohibition  of  the  mannfkcture,  import- 
stion,  and  sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  to 
be  used  as  a  beverage  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  of  Long  Island,  praying  a  prohibi* 
Uon  of  the  manufacture,  importation,  and  sale 
of  all  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used  as  a 
beverage,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  concurrent  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $300,000  for 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  thereon 
of  a  suitable  public  building  at  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  post 
office,  assessor's  office,  pension  agency,  and 
the  United  States  district  and  circuit  courts; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered 
to  be  nrinted. 

He  also  presented  concurrent  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  asking  an  appro- 
priation of  $76,000  to  be  expended  in  the 
removal  of  certain  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
Sation  of  the  Delaware  river;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  prinUd. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
workers  in  the  Hooper  k  Townsend  bolt- 
^orlcs,  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania^ 
v^QBonstnUiDg  against  a  change  of  the  existing 
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tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon 
such  articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in 
this  country ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers  in 
the  Birmingham  iron- works,  and  citizens  of 
Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrat- 
ing against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishmg  duties  upon  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  produced  in  this  coun- 
try ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  present  a  petition  of  per- 
sons who  state  that  they  are  natives  of  Ireland, 
citizens  and  having  the  intention  of  becoming 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  say  that 
they  regard  with  deep  concern  the  designs  and 
efforts  made  to  subvert  the  national  policy  of 
indnstrial  protection  that  affords  varied  em- 
ployments, upon  which  over  half  a  million  of 
their  countrvmen  depend  for  the  means  of 
support,  ana  in  this,  their  adopted  country, 
they  perceive  the  ontcroppings  of  the  same 
British  poli<nr  that  has  ruined  Ireland,  under 
the  guise  of  what  is  called  ''free  trade'*  or 
"revenue  reform,'*  and  asking  that  addi- 
tional protection  shall  be  given  to  all  indus- 
tries which  require  it.  I  move  its  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  petition  of  Al- 
mtra  H.  Thompson,  of  Westfield,  Chautauoue 
county.  New  York,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
workers  in  the  Marietta  iron-works,  Wash- 
ington county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  being  the 
representatives  of  original  sufferers  by  French 
spoliations,  praying  that  Congress  will  provide 
for  their  claims :  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  colored  citi* 
sens  of  Mississippi,  setting  forth  the  outrages 
to  which  they  are  expoMd  and  praying  for 
the  passage  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights 
bill ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  petition 
similar  to  that  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Mr.FBNTOH]  yesterday,  asking  for 
civil  service  reform,  and  specifying  several 
details,  assigning  reasons  and  alleging  out- 
rages which  require  remedy.  This  petition  is 
extensively  signed  by  the  most  distinguished 
mercantile  houses  in  Boston,  and  also  some 
others  out  of  Boston,  in  Massachusetts.  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONELING  presented  a  memorial  of 
workers  in  the  Buffalo  Iron  and  Nail  Com- 
pany's works,  citizens  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  a  change  in  the  existing 
tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon 
sueh  articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in 
this  ooufitry ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  memorial  of 
workmen  in  the  employ  of  the  WrightsviUe 
Iron  Company,  of  Wrightsville,  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties 
upon  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles  of  neces- 
sity, and  for  such  an  adjustment  of  the  tariff 
duties  as  will  protect  home  industry;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers  in 
the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Iron  Company,  citi- 
zens of  Salisbury  township,  Lehigh  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties 
upon  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles  of  neces- 
sity, and  for  such  an  adjustment  of  the  tariff 
duties  as  will  protect  home  industry;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers 
in  the  Chestnut  Hill  Iron  Ore  Company's  fur- 
naces, citizens  of  Columbia,  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties 
upon  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles  of  neces- 
sity, and  such  an  adjustment  of  the  tariff  duties 
as  will  protect  home  industry ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Hedley,  praying  compensation  for  a  mill  burned 
to  give  light  for  movements  of  United  States 
troops  operating  near  Richmond,  Virginia,  in 
1865 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  NORWOOD  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Georgia,  praying  indemnity  for 
'spoliations  committed  by  the  French  between 
the  years  1793  and  1801 ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BO  RE  MAN  presented  papers  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  (S.  No.  684)  to  confirm  the 
title  of  James  V.  Boughner  to  certain  lands 
therein  described ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims.     ^ 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPSR8. 

Mr.  EBLLOGG.    I  ask  that  the  following 

order  be  made : 

Ordered^  That  Mrt.  H.  L.  Qatoi  have  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  filet  of  the  Senato  the  papen  ia 
relation  to  the  olaim  of  the  heirtof  Colonel  Williaa 
ttatee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Those  papers  have  been 
used  in  this  body  and  in  the  other  House  upon 
her  claim.  They  have  been  adjudicated,  and 
an  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  to  pay 
that  claim  or  what^was  thought  a  reasonable 
and  proper  allowa*nce,  and  it  has  been  paid. 
Nowy  1  think  in  a  case  of  that  kind  these 
papers,  which  are  in  effect  the  vouchers,  ought 
not  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  know  nothing  about 
the  case  myself 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objects,  and  the  order  will  go 
over  until  to-morrow.  It  is  in  the  position  of 
a  resolution,  which  can  be  called  up  by  a  vote 
of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONELING,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Obadiah  B.  and 
Oliver  S.  Lathom  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  wanted  to  withdraw  the 
paper*  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Sooretary  of 
the  Senate,  in  the  oaae  of  the  Qerman  Bvangeiioal 
church  of  Martinsburg,  West  Virffiaia. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEKS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
H.  No.  1830)  to  amend  the  thirty-second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  reduce  inter- 
nal taxes,  and  for  other  purposes/'  approved 
July  14,  1870,  reported  it  with  ap  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1388)  to 
amend  section  thirty-five  of  an  act  entitled 
*'An  act  to  reduce  interoal  taxes,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  662)  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Uovernment.  reported  adversely  thereon,  and 
moved  its  inaefioite  postponemeni ;  which  was 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (S.  No.  675)  to  authorixe  the  |[»urchase  of 
secured  obligations  of  the  Real  Lstale  Bank 
of  Virginia,  to  report  it  adversely.  As  this  is 
a  bill  introdncea  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  JoBNSTOV,]  in  which  he  takes  a 
personal  interest,  I  ask  that  it  be  put  on  the 
Calendar  with  the  adverse  report,  without 
action  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar  with  the  adverse  report. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
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Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill. 

The  first  section  provides  that  all  and  stngn- 
lar  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  enjoined 
by  existing  jaws  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior relating  to  the  imprisonment  or  dis- 
charge of  convicted  offenders  against  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  reform  school 
and  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States.  The  second  section  provides 
that  the  seal  heretofore  provided  for  the  office 
of  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  the  seal  of 
the  Department  of  Justice,  with  snch  change 
in  th«  device  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  approve. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Commhtee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  to  strike  out  in  section  one, 
lines  eight  and  nine,  the  words  ** Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,"  and  insert  the 
words  •*  Department  of  Justice." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  at  the  end  of  the 
second  section  to  insert : 

And  all  books,  papers,  doooments,  and  records 
in  Baid  Depftrtment  of  Justioe  may  be  copied  and 
o«rtified  ander  the  seal,  ia  the  eame  manner  ae  those 
in  the  State  Department  may.  and  with  the  same 
force  and  effect. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  only  rise  to  ask  my 
friend,  the  ohairman,  to  explain  what  is  trans- 

Mr.' TRUMBULL.  The  Secretarjr  of  the 
Interior  sent  as  a  oommunieation  stating  that 
most  of  the  duties  appevtaioiog  to  the  Interior 
Department  connected  with  judicial  matters 
had  already  been  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  JuBtieei  bat  that  now,  ander  the  law 
creating  the  Department  of  Jostice,  the  matter 
of  the  imprisonment  and  discharge  of  con- 
victed offenders  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  was  still  subject  to  his  jurisdiction,  and 
be  thought  that  they  ou|^t  to  go  together. 
Hence  he  recommended  this  change  in  regard 
to  those  convicts,  and  also  in  reference  to  the 
ail  and  reform  school  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
ia.  This  bill  transfers  those  duties  from  the 
Interior  Department  to  the  Department  of 
Justice,  because  the  Department  of  Justice 
has  jurisdiction  of  oognate  sabjeots,  and  it 
was  thought  advisable  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  (and  we  thonght  so,  toot)  that  they 
ehoald  be  in  the  same  DepartmenL  The  other 
provision  of  the  bill  relates  to  the  seal  and  the 
certifying  of  records. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readings  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

GBOLOOtOAL  StTRVBY  Of  NXBRASRA. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
iiig,  to  whom  was  referred  a  concurrent  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
print  one  thousand  copies  of  the  official  report 
of  the  United  States  geological  survey  of 
Nebra'ika,  have  instructed  me  to  report  it 
back  without  amendment,  and  to  recommend 
its  passage.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  wish 
to  answer  a  question  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Sbermak]  put  to  me  the  other  day, 
and  which  I  was  then  unable  to  answer. 
Although  the  matter  is  not  particularly  in  my 
department,  I  think  it  is  just  that  the  question 
should  be  answered.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
asked  by  what  authority  the  report  of  the 
geological  survey  of  the  fortieth  parallel  had 
been  printed,  and  I  replied  that  I  did  not 
know;  that  it  did  not  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a 
member^  but  in  the  last  Army  appropriation 
bill  is  this  provision : 

**And  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authoriied 
to  have  prepared  and  poblished  the  report  of  the 
rcealt  of  the  explorint  expedition  and  aurrey  of  the 
line  of  the  fortieth  parallel:  Provided,  That  the 
cost  of  the  same  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  ezistins 
appropriations  in  the  War  Department:  And  pro- 
vided /krtker.  That  the  letter-presa  ihail  be  done  at 
the  PuhUo  Pnntiat  Offiee.'' 

Since  this  qaestion  was  pot  to  me  I-  have 
awde  aone  ezmaio«tion  oNthal  matter,  and 
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have  made  some  inquiries  of  seientific  men, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  this  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable,  if  not  the  most  valuable,  source  of 
information  as  to  the  mining  industry  and 
resources  of  this  country  that  has  ever  been 
published.  A  moderate  edition  is  published, 
and  a  very  targe  part  of  that  is  to  go  abroad 
in  exchange  for  publications  of  other  Govern- 
ments of  equal  or  greater  value  which  are  sent 
to  the  Congressional  Library.  I  think  the 
Secretary  of  War  or  the  chief  of  engineers, 
whoever  had  charge  of  it,  was  quite  right  in 
thinking  the  work  should  be  printed  in  a  way 
that  would  be  a  creditable  specimen  of  Amer- 
can  typography ;  and  although  I  speak  quite 
disinterestedly,  as  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  responsibility  in  the  matter,  I  think  the 
work  was  well  done,  and  the  expense  well 
incnrred. 
The  resolution  was  concurred  in,  as  follows : 

R—chtd,  (the  Senate  coneorring.)  That  there  be* 
printed  and  hound,  with  plates  ana  map,  one  thoa- 
sand  eopiee  of  the  ftnal  report  of  the  United  States 
geological  survey  of  Nebraska;  five  hundred  copies 
of  whieh  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  Ave  hundred  copies  for  distribution  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  subsequently  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in ;  and  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  entered. 

APPROACHBS  TO  TUE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  While  I  am  up,  as  there 
have  been  so  many  personal  explanations 
made,  I  should  like  to  know  whose  fiiult  it  is 
that  the  approaches  to  the  Capitol  in  inclem- 
ent weather  are  kept  in  such  a  shameful  and 
dangerous  condition.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
my  friend  on  my  right  [Mr.  Morrill,  of  Ver- 
mont J  may  say  whose  fault  it  is  ? 

if  there  is  no  money  that  can  be  constitu- 
tionally appropriated  to  keep  the  approaches 
to  the  Capitol  in  as  good  order  as  a  man  in 
Providence  would  keep  a  respectable  peanut* 
stand,  I  am  willing  to  contribute,  or  I  am  will- 
ing to  take  my  hand  at  the  shovel ;  but  all  last 
week  during  the  inclement  weather  it  was  dan- 
cerous  to  come  to  the  Capitol.  There  was  a 
uttle  nacrow  path  wide  enough  for  two  or  three 
people  to  walk  abreast,  shoveled  down  the 
steps,  and  that  was  covered  with  bare  ice ;  and 
on  the  north  side  the  sidewalk,  the  plankway, 
and  the  briokway  were  given  up  entirely  as  a 
coasting- ground,  where  the  bo^s  were  coasting 
in  what  may  be  called  a  positively  constitu- 
tioual  way ;  that  is^  without  distinction  of  race, 
color»  or  previous  condition  of  servitude,  it 
was  impossible  for  anybody  to  walk  there.  I 
think  tnat  if  there  is  no  officer  charged  with 
that  duty,  some  officer  should  be  charged  with 
it,  and  if  there  is  no  money  applicable  to  the 
purpose,  I  think  the  money  should  be  appro- 
priated. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
sav  one  word  in  response  to  the  Senator  firom 
Rhode  Island.  I  suppose  that  the  architect 
of  the  Capitol  extension  has  charge  of  the 
Capitol,  but  he  has  not  been  provided  with 
sufficient  help  to  take  care  of  all  tne  approaches 
to  the  Capitol  in  such  a  season  as  we  have 
had  for  the  past  week»  when  it  has  been  freez- 
ing weather  every  morning  for  about  eight  or 
nine  days — an  unusual  state  of  the  weather — 
and  it  would  be  impossible  with  the  force  that 
he  is  supplied  with  to  clear  off  all  the  ice  in 
the  several  approaches  to  the  Capitol.  I 
merelv  sugeest  to  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  thathe  wear  india-rubbers  and  he  will 
have  no  difficulty  at  alL 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  would  suggest  to  my 
friend  from  Vermont,  as  ho  is  a  good  protec- 
tionist, that  human  life  is  entitled  to  some 
protection ;  and  on  the  score  of  economy  it  is 
cheaper  to  incur  the  certain  expense  of  clear- 
ing off  the  snow  than  to  run  the  danser  of 
having  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  o?  Sen- 
ators. 

BILLS INTRODUOBD. 

Mr.  CONRLINQ  asked,  and  by  nnanimons 


consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
^S.^  No.  604)  to  allow  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore 
Railroad  Company  to  lav  their  track  upon  the 
pier  at  Oswego,  New  York ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT  asked,  and  by  unanitfions 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  605)  to  establish  a  post  route  in  Oregon; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEKOY,  (by  request,  as  he  stated,) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  606)  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  on 
the  subject  of  prohibitory  legislation  for  the 
suppression  of  intemperance;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
607)  to  establish  the  pay  of  the  enlisted  men 
of  the  Army ;  which  was  read  twice  1^  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AffairSf 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMBRICAN  CASK  BKrORBOBNKVA  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  WEST  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing: 

ReMolvtd,  (the  Hoose  of  ReprefontatiTes  cononr* 
rins.)  That  there  be  printed  thirty  thousand  copies 
of  the  work  prepared  by  the  State  Department  pre* 
senting  the  case  of  the  Uaited  States  to  the  Geneva 
eomomioa,  under  tbe  WMhinirton  treaty,  whereof 
taa  thousand  copies  shal  I  be  for  tbe  nee  of  the  Senate, 
and  twenty  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  tbe  House 
of  Representatives. 

C0UN8RL  PKBS  OF  SENATORS. 

Mr.  CHANDLBB  submitted  the  following 
resolntion ;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Bemhed,  That  the  Committee  of  Investiwation 
and  RetrenohoMnt  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any  United  States  Senator  has  received  money 
under  color  of  counsel  fees  or  otherwise  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  ip  violaiioa  of  law, 
and  to  report  the  result  of  their  inquiry  as  early  as 
pracdcable. 

BRIDOB  ACROSS  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  HAELAN  aubmitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (S.  I^o. 
547)  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Mississippi  river  at  or  near  the 
town  of  Clinton,  iu  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
to  establish  it  as  a  post  road ;  which  was  re- 
ceived informally  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

MB86A0B  FROST  THB  HOt78K. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPuerson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1829)  removing  the  political  disabilities  of  L. 
A.  Sypert,  Luke  Traftoni  A.  J.  Sisk,  and  John 
Couch. 

ENROLLED  BILL  8IQNBD. 

The  message  also  annonnoed  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1076)  establishing  certain  poat  roads 
in  Yeripont;  and  it  reoeived  the  vgoatureof 
the  Vioe  President 

SXBOUTITB  OOMMUNIOAflON. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the 
I6th  ultimo,  calling  for  information  concern- 
ing the  seizure  and  retention  by  force  in  Ven- 
ezuela of  the  American  steamers  Hero,  Dud- 
ley Buck,  Nutrias,  and  San  Fernando,  the 
property  of  the  Venezuelan  Steam  Transport- 
ation Company,  an  American  corporation ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Kelaiions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed^ 

POLITICAL  DIBABIUTIBS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H  R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of  le^l 
and  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments 
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sioce  the  foandation  of  die  QoverDment;  and 
there  may  be  thoae  of  the  same  political  party 
to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong  who  would  not 
feel  themselves  justified,  in  view  of  their  con- 
▼iciiona  as  to  constitutional  law,  in  voting  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts when  by  their  vote  they  were  helping  it 
to  become  a  law.  I  will  not  say  that  as  a  mere 
parliamentary  proceeding,  if  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  frooi  Massachusetts  were  placed 
upon  the  bill  for  the  removal  of  political  dis- 
anilities  by  the  action  of  the  Senate,  it  might 
not  be  proper  to  vote  lor  the  bill  as  thus 
amendea  in  order  that  the  bill  might  be  kept 
alive,  and  having  passed  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, agam  come  back  to  the  Senate 
and  be  subject  to  its  control ;  but  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mossachu 
setts  as  it  now  stands,  with  the  idea  of  making 
that  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  would,  as  I 
said,  in  my  judgment,  be  striking  a  (atal  blow 
at  the  bulwarks  of  civil  rights  in  this  country. 
But,  tiiv  1  do  not  wish  to  go  into  this  argu- 
ment I  have  neither  the  strength  nor  the 
inclination  to  enter  into  a  i^eneral  discussion 
of  the  questions  of  constitutional  law  involved 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, or  even  into  the  questions  of  expe- 
diency involved  in  that  amendment.  I  rose 
simply  to  speak  somewhat  earnestly  in  what 
little  I  did  say  upon  the  original  bill  itself,  and 
to  ask  those  who  do  sincerely  favor  the  re- 
moval of  political  disabilities  to  save  the  bill 
from  the  stab  which  this  amendment  inflicts 
upon  it. 

I  was  remarking  when  I  was  interrupted  by 
the  Senator  from  New  York  that  the  question 
of  the  removal  of  political  disabilities  has  now 
become  an  old  question.  It  is  time  that  it  was 
settled.  It  has  confronted  us  for  the  last  four 
years.  It  met  the  national  Republican  conven- 
tion at  Chicago,  and  that  convention  adopted 
a  principle  upon  which  we  ought  to  have  acted 
long  ago.  If  we  are  true  to  our  principles,  if 
we  are  indeed  such  Republicans  as  sustain  the 
national  platform  of  our  own  party  last  adopted, 
we  ought  long  since  to  have  passed  a  general 
bill  for  the  removal  of  political  disabilities. 

Bills  were  offered  here  from  time  to  time  by 
different  Senators.  They  scarcely  created  a 
ripple  in  this  body.  At  last  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  receiving,  as  he  must  have 
done,  during  the  last  three  vears,  the  most 
widely  extended  information  n*om  all  portions 
of  the  country,  and  especially  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  Country  upon  which  the  bill  would 
particularly  operate,  recommends  precisely 
such  a  bill  for  the  removal  of  political  disabili- 
ties as  is  now  before  the  Senate  in  his  annual 
message. 

Last  winter  we  created  a  committee  of  this 
body  to  proceed  to  the  southern  States  to 
make  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  of 
the  condition  of  things  there,  especially  to 
inquire  into  the  outrages  and  violence  said  to 
exist  there,  and  to  report  to  us  the  facts  and 
the  causes  and  the  remedies  which  were  in 
their  judgment  adapted  to  thai  case.  That 
committee,  after  great  labor,  great  expense 
of  money  and  of  time,  comes  back,  and  the 
obairman  of  the  committee,  whose  mind  as  a 
judicial  mind  is  not  excelled  in  that  charac- 
teristic by  that  of  any  other  member  of  the 
Senate,  as  a  means,  in  part  at  least,  of  puttiuff 
ftn  end  to  the  existing  unhappy  condition  of 
things  in  the  sofuthem  States,  as  chairman  of 
that  committee,  with  all  the  experience  and 
information  he  has  received,  adnses  the  pas- 
sage of  the  present  bill. 

Under  these  circuitostances  it  has  seemed  to 
me  from  the  beginning  to  be  ungenerous  to 
atttenpt  to  attach  to  this  bill  an  amendment 
whose  only  ultimate  result  could  be  the  defeat 
of  the  original  bill ;  and  I  do  not  think  that 
6ven  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  can  dis- 
pute that  during  a  part,  at  any  rate,  of  the 
period  white  we  have  been  discussing  the  bill 
tiow  before  the  Senate  that  Senator  has  enter- 
^^r  precisely  the  view  which  I  have  ex- 


pressed that  if  the  amendment  were  put  on 
the  bill  in  the  Senate,  it  would  then  go  to  the 
House  and  there  be  killed 

Mr.  SUMNBR.    No;  no;  never. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  Senator 
must  pardon  me,  but  I  think  it  can  be  shown, 
not  indeed  in  debate  here,  and  yet  not  in  pri- 
vate conversation,  that  language  such  as  I 
have  just  uttered  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
the  Senator  himself-— and  coming  back  to  the 
Senate,  then  the  removal  of  political  disabili- 
ties is  aisposed  of  for  the  present  and  the  Sen- 
ator's bin  which  stands  first  on  the  Calendar 
can  be  taken  up  and  passed,  for  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  would  then  be  committed  to  it. 
Sir,  I  like  to  legislate,  as  I  like  to  do  every- 
thing else,  in  a  straightforward  way.  We  have 
in  the  bill  now  before  us  a  great  public  ques- 
tion which  ought  to  be  settled  on  its  own  mer- 
its, and  having  settled  that,  then  let  us  proceed 
to  inquire,  first,  whether  in  point  of  fact  there 
exist  the  evils  which  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  intended  to 
remove ;  and  in  the  second  place  if  those  evils 
do  exist,  whether  that  is  the  proper  rt^medy ; 
and  I  say  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
that  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  this  country  are  subjected 
to  wrong  without  a  remedy,  I  will  go  with  him 
in  finding  some  appropriate  remedy;  but  I 
shall  have  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, if  I  shall  be  compelled  to  differ  from  him 
as  to  the  mode  of  applying  a  remedy,  as  to 
what  is  the  true  and  safe  and  constitotional 
remedy  under  our  sjatem  of  government,  that 
he,  after  his  many  years  of  experience  here, 
will  not  stigmatize  me,  as  I  have  heard  him 
stigmatize  other  Senators,  as  false  to  every 
principle  of  human  rights  because  we  cannot 
ajpee  upon  the  best  way  of  maintaining  human 
rights. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Mor- 
rill, of  Vermont,  in  the  chair.)  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massaohosetts,  on  which  the  yeas  and 
navs  have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  FLANAGAN.  At  the  request  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  I  have 
agreed  to  pair  off  with  him.  If  he  were  pres- 
ent he  would  vote  '^  nay ''  and  I  should  vote 
"yea." 

Mr.  VICKERS.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Ham- 
ilton]  is  necessarily  absent  in  consequence  of 
a  death  in  the  family  of  Mrs.  Hamilton.  He 
is  paired  with  some  member  of  the  Senate 
whose  name  I  forget.  If  he  were  here  he  would 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  was  re- 
quested by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Cooper]  to  state,  in  case  any  important  vote 
should  be  taken  during  his  absence,  that  he 
was  detained  at  home  by  the  sickness  of  hia 
wife  and  child. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  am  i^ired  on  these  Questions 
with  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Batard,] 
who  is  absent.  I  do  not  know  that  the  pair 
would  reach  this  question,  but  for  fear  that  I 
might  be  considered  as  breaking  it,  I  will  not 
vote.  I  should  vote  "nay"  on  this  amend- 
ment.    I  do  not  know  how  he  would  vote. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  17,  nays  34 ;  as  follows : 

YBAS— MewTi.  Anthony,  Carpenter,  Chandler, 
ColBj  Conkling,  Corbett,  Fentoo^  Ferry  of  Miebifan. 
FreliDghuysen.  Uamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Hitch- 
cook,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Pool,  Ramsey,  Hooit, 
and  Wright-17. 

NAY6--Me8sr8.  Ames,  Blair,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Cameron^  Clayton,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,£dmaodfl, 
Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Goldthwaite.  Harlan,  Hill, 
Johnston,  Kelly.  Logan,  Morrill  of  Yonnont,  Mor- 
ton, Norwood,  Osboro,  Pom^roy.  Rice.  Robertson, 
Saulsbury,  Sawyer,  Sherman,  Spencer.  Spragne, 
Stevenson,  Stockton.  Sumner.  Trumbull,  Yickers, 
West,  and  Wil9on-34. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Alooro,  Bayard.  Buckingham, 
Caldwell.  Casserly.  Cooper.  Crafrin,  Davis  of  Ken- 
tucky. Flanagan.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Mar^'Und, 
Howe,  Kellogg,  Lewis,  Nye,  Patterson, Pratt.Schurx, 
Stewart,  Tharman,  Tipton,  and  Windom— 22. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 


The  VICE  PRESIDBNT.  The  queeiion 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  now  offer  the  amend- 
ments I  suggested  yesterday  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  On  page 
2,  section  two,  lines  six  and  seven,  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  '*  and  such  allowance  for 
counsel  fees  as  the  court  shall  deem  just.'' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  accept  that  The  Senator, 
I  think,  is  right  in  his  suggestion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  accepts  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  also  move  io  strike  out 
the  last  section  but  one.    I  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  read  the  words  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out. 

The  Cbikf  Clbrk.    The  section  proposed  to 

be  stricken  out  is : 

Sao.  — .  That  every  law,  statute,  ordinance,  regn- 
latioD,  or  custom  inconsistent  with  this  act,  or 
making  any  discriminations  against  any  person  on 
account  of  color  by  the  use  of  the  word  **  white*'  ii 
hereby  repealed  and  annulled.  ■ 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  simply  state  that 
neither  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  him- 
self nor  uny  Senator  in  this  body  can  tell  the 
scope  of  this  section.  I  have  already  fonnd 
out  that  it  changes  the  policy  of  the  natural- 
ization laws  since  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  may  strike  in  many  places  not 
only  at  the  laws  of  the  United  States  bnt  at 
the  laws  of  all  the  States,  so  that  we  are  grop- 
ing blindly  in  the  dark  in  passing  a  provision 
so  general  as  this.  If  there  are  any  laws  which 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  can  point  out 
where  the  word  **  white''  is  used  in  violation 
of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  I  am  willing 
to  vote  to  repeal,  modify,  or  change  them ; 
but  I  am  satisbed  we  ought  never  in  any  case 
to  pass  so  general  and  sweeping  a  provision 
as  this.  I  hope  we  may  have  a  vote  upon  the 
subject,  and  L  shall  be  content  with  whatever 
may  be  the  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDAlUNDS.  I  hope  the  Senator  iirom 
Massachusetts  will  consent  that  this  section  be 
stricken  out  without  prejudice  to  his  right  to 
put  it  on  a  proper  bill ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  are  now  upon  the  question  of  the  coustita- 
tional  rights  of  citizens.  That  is  the  point  that 
his  amendment  goes  to.  The  effect  of  this 
section,  and  all  its  effect,  so  far  as  I  know,  is 
really  to  change  the  naturalization  laws,  which 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  rights  of  citizens, 
bnt  relate  to  a  question  of  mere  external  pol- 
icy. I  think  I  should  agree  with  him  on  the 
question  when  it  arises  in  a  proper  form  on  a 
bill  coming  from  a  committee,  and  when  all 
its  aspects  are  seen.  But  to  put  it  in  this  bill, 
which  deals  with  the  constitutional  rights  of 
citizens,  is  a  ereatdeal  more  inconsistent  than 
it  is  to  have  this  amendment  on  the  amnesty 
bill  which  deals  with  the  constitutional  dis- 
abilities of  citizens.  It  opens  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent subject,  and  I  think  there  is  no  occasion 
for  our  making  haste  to  legislate  on  that  ques- 
tion at  this  time. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  section  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  has  one  single  ol^ect:  it  is  to 
bring  the  legislation  of  this  country  and  its 
laws  in  all  respects  into  complete  harmony 
with  the  Constitution  of- the  United  States. 
There  is  no  word  of  color  in  that  text.  How 
can  you  introduce  a  word  of  color  in  any  legis- 
lation or  law  nnder  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  word  "  color  "  is  in 
the  last  amendment 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  reminds  me 
that  the  word  ** color"  is  in  the  last  amend- 
ment; but  he  knows  well  that  it  is  introduced 
there  expressly  for  denunciation.  The  Con- 
stitution there  set^  itself  op  against  any  such 
discrimination.  In  its  original  text  there  is  no 
such  word.  That  text  is  blameless.  The  laws 
of  the  land  ought  to  be  equallv  blameless. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sbbrm^m] 
asks  me  to  indicate  the  particular  instances 
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full  well  their  want  of  capacity  for  citizenship ; 
and  I  hope  that  this  sectioa  will  not  be  adopted. 
I  was  in  hopes  when  the  appeal  was  made 
to  the  mover  of  it  tjat  he  woald  consent  to 
withdraw  this  part  of  his  amendment,  leaving 
the  bill  to  cover  what  it  was  the  original  inten- 
tion should  be  covered  by  its  provisions,  and 
not,  under  a  cover  of  language  which  might 
not  be  construed  to  comprehend  so  much  as 
It  really  does,  to  give  toe  bill  wider  scope 
than  was  intended  by  those  who  were  favor- 
in  e  it.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  this  part  of  the 
bill  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SUMNEB.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
listened  to  what  Senators  have  said  with  great 
respect,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  harmonize 
with  them.  I  am  anxioas  for  the  substance 
of  this  great  measure.  I  think  it  incomplete 
without  the  section  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  strike  oiit :  but  £  find  that  there  is  among 
tho  friends  oi  the  measure  very  serious^  obiec- 
tion  to  that  section.  The^  feel  that  it  aoes 
open  a  question  which,  in  their  judgment, 
is  somewhat  inconsistent  with  the  main  object 
of  the  bill,  or  at  least  outside  of  the  main  object 
of  the  biU.  I  have  been  appealed  to  by  friends 
of  the  bill  to  strike  that  section  out.  Senatnra 
know  with  what  reluctance  I  should  consent  to 
strike  it  out,  but  I  cannot  resist  the  appeal  that 
has  been  made  to  me.  .  I  have  been  so  thor- 
oughly anxious  for  the  bill  in  its  substantial 
features  that  I  am  willing  to  make  any  reason- 
able sacrifice.  I  am  willing  to  give  up  much, 
and  I  do  give  up  much,  when  I  consent  to  allow 
that  sectioD,  whose  object  is  to  bring  the  legis- 
lation of  the  land  in  harmony  with  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  Declaration  o£  Independence, 
to  be  struclLOut.  But  I  cannot  resist  the  ap- 
peal, and  I  accept  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor urom  Ohio*  and  consent  to  the  striking  out 
of  that  section. 

Mr.  HAKLAN.  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
object  to  that,  I  desire  to  have  a  vote  on  that 
propositioa. 

Mr.  CONELIKG.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts has  a  right  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  HABLAN.  I  have  a  right  to  renew  it, 
I  suppose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Certainly. 
The  motion  is  to  strike  out 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  the  words  just  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  POME  ROY.  I  am  not  so  very  anxious 
to  have  this  section  in  this  amendment  if  by 
having  it  there  we  are  unable  to  pass  the 
amendment.  I  think  it  strange,  however,  that 
any  of  us  should  think  that  we  have  already 
opened  our  doors  too  wide  to  foreigners.  It 
seems  strange  to  me  that  any  one  can  think 
that  a  man  bom  in  this  country  is  any  better 
than  if  he  was  born  somewhere  else.  I  hold 
that  a  man  is  an  American  if  he  has  an  Amer- 
ican heart  in  him,  I  do  not  care  where  he  was 
bonu  For  us  to  shut  our  doors  against  a  man 
because  of  the  accident  of  his  birth,  seems  to 
me  to  be  not  only  anti-American  but  both 
foolish  and  wicked.  I  am  for  that  American- 
ism that  embraces  a|l  true  men  all  over  the 
world  who  want  to  come  here  and  identify 
themselves  with  us  in  developing  on  this  con- 
tinent a  great  system  of  free  government  for 
man ;  but  my  friend  from  Caliiornia  wants  to 
have  them  kept  out  if  they  were  not  born  here. 
A  man  born  in  China  may  be  as  true  an  Amer- 
ican as  though  he  was  born  here.  The  Amer- 
icanism that  I  like  is  not  contracted  either 
by  color  or  by  lines  of  latitude  or  longitude. 
If  he  is  a  man  with  the  capacity  of  a  man, 
longing  to  identify  himself  with  the  people  on 
this  western  continent  who  are  exhibiting 
before  the  world  a  system  of  free  government- 
he  is  my  brother ;  he  is  the  man  we  want,  and 
I  do  not  take  it  that  people  will  come  here 
for  any  other  motive:  and  why  not  open  our 
arms  wide  for  men  wno  have  American  senti- 
inents  in  them,  no  matter  in  what  country  or 
clime  they  may  have  received  the  accident  of 


birth  ?  You  and  I  were  bom  here ;  but  we  could 
not  help  it;  it  is  no  virtue  and  no  crime  in  us. 
We  had  not  any  control  over  the  quesiion 
where  we  should  be  born,  nor  have  our  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  globe.  The/  see  us 
making  a  grand  experiment  here  for  free  gov- 
ernment, and  th^y  long  to  be  with  us,  and  now 
why  do  we  want  to  shut  the  doors  against 
them?  If  this  word  *^  white*'  is  in  the  natu- 
ralization laws  and  does  prevent  the  nat- 
uralization of  men  of  some  color  or  other,  then 
I  want  it  out;  it  ought  to  be  out;  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  us  to  have  it  in*  But  if  this  bill 
cannot  pass  with  this  particulikr  feature  in  it, 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts amending  his  amendment. 

Mr.  FREUNGaUYSBN.  Mr.  President, 
this 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU 
state  that  the  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Har- 
lan] objected  to  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts accepting  the  proposed  amendment 
offered  bv  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  The  yeaa 
and  nays  naviog  been  ordered  upon  this  amend- 
ment, under  the  tenth  rule  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  cannot  accept  the  modification 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understood  the  yeas  and 
nays  bad  not  been  ordered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  veas  and 
nays  have  been  ordered  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  That  pre- 
cludes any  modification  of  it  except  by  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  and  therefore  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  must  be 
regarded  as  pending* 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  had  supposed  it  was 
otherwise. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
states  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on 
the  amendment  in  full. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSBN.  I  was  going  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Kansas  that  this  is  no  occasion  to  dis- 
cuss the  great  question  of  naturalization*  As 
I  look  at  the  matter,  naturalization  is  the  only 
subject  which  oannot  in  some  indirect  way  be 
made  germane  to  this  bill.  Naturalization 
relates  to  foreigners  and  to  them  only.  This 
is  a  bill  to  fix  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  put  out  so  many  points  of 
objection  to  a  bill  that  you  want  to  pass  as  to 
be  sure  to  defeat  it;  and  therefore  in  voting 
to  strike  out  this  provision  or  in  the  Senator 
from  Mas9achusetts  accepting  the  modification 
to  strike  it  oat,  I  do  not  understand  any  one  as 
at  all  compromising  his  views  on  that  subject, 
but  simply  as  expressing  a  desire  not  unne- 
cessarily to  burden  a  measure  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pass. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  that  I  was  not  discussing  the 
naturalization  laws ;  I  was  trying  to  reply  in  a 
very  feeble  way  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Senator  from  California,  He  thought  we  had 
opened  the  door  too  wide.  I  thought  we  ought 
to  let  in  everybody  that  chooses  to  come.  That 
is  what  I  was  tiying  to  say.  I  was  not  going 
to  discuss  the  naturalization  laws. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kansas  says  he  is  in  favor  oif  every 
man  who  has  an  American  heart  and  desires 
to  become  an  American  citizen,  coming  to 
this  country.  I  agree  with  him  that  we  ought 
to  receive  every  man  who  we  are  satisfied  has 
an  American  heart,  and  whom  it  is  safe,  in  ac- 
cord with  our  institutions,  for  us  to  adopt  into 
the  American  family ;  and  if  he  belongs  to  an 
element  to  which  we  can  extend  these  facili- 
ties without  endangering  our  own  institutions, 
I  am  in  favor  of  such  a  policy,  and  I  will  join 
with  him  on  all  proper  occasions  to  extend 
these  rights  to  such  men.  This  amendment, 
however,  may  embrace  an  element  with  which 
we  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted,  and  may 
extend  rights  and  privileges  that  some  of  the 
States  who  are  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  such  an  element  may  not  think  safe. 
For  that  reason  I  believe  the  time  has  not  yet 


come  to  attempt  q«ite  eo  great  a  leap  «ntil 
we  shall  have  ascertained  more  thorouguly  the 
nature  of  the  element  that  is  presenting  itself 
to  this  country  at  this  time  upon  the  other 
shore.  I  think  it  is  nothing  more  than  pru- 
dence, it  is  nothing  more  than  right,  that  we 
should  watch  this  element  and  properly  guard 
our  institutions.  On  the  Asiatic  continent 
there  is  a  country  differing  greatly  in  all  its 
institutions  from  ours,  containing  four  hundred 
and  fiiljT  million  people ;  and  they  are  likely 
to  immigrate  to  our  shores  in  great  numbers. 
It  is  our  duty  to  watch  this,  and  to  see  to  it  thai 
no  elenient  creeps  into  our  country  that  may 
be  detrimental  to  us  and  to  our  institutions. 

All  the  European  populations  that  come  to 
this  country  are  identified  in  sentiment,  in 
feeling,  and  in  ideas  with  our  institutions,, 
and,  as, the  Senator  from  Kansas  terms  it,  are 
Americanized  in  heart;  and  for  that  reason  I 
am  in  favor  of  extending  naturalization  facili- 
ties to  those  people* 

There  is  on  this  continent  a  large  element, 
native-born,  of  Africau  descent.  We  have  ex< 
tended  to  that  race  the  naturalization  laws. 
The  people  of  that  race  have  so  large  aq 
interest  in  our  country,  being  here  in  suob  large 
numbers,  that  it  was  thought  best  to  extend 
the  naturalization  laws  to  others  of  that  raoe^ 
so  that  they  might  aasimilfute  when  they  oama 
here  with  their  fellows  in  our  country. 

It  seemed  proper  to  take  care  of  that  n^oe* 
to  protect  them  from  being  reiinslaved.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  would  never  have  con- 
sented to  the  extension  of  such  great  privileges 
aa  we  have  conferred  on  that  class  of  persona 
without  some  preparation  on  their  part  for 
them,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fact  that  it 
seemed  to  be  necessary  to  protect  that  people 
from  being  re^nslaved.  We  must  all  aCaaowl^ 
edge  that  they  were  not  quite  prepared ;  they 
were  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  education 
that  we  should  like,  and  that  ^ey  w6re  not 
prepared  to  govern  Uioae  States  in  which  they 
have  been  placed  in  power;  bat  it  seemed  to 
us  to  be  necessarv  to  do  it*  It  was  a  question 
of  choice  between  two  evils.  The  point  waa 
whether  we  should  leave  those  peaple  in  a 
condition  where  they  could  be  reSiislaved, 
plaeed  under  their  old  masters  again,  of 
whether  the  ballot  should  be  put  in  their 
hands  and  they  allowed  to  assume  the  posi- 
tion and  the  rights  of  citizenship.  We  cnose 
to  take  the  risk  of  the  latter  alternative,  and 
the  result  of  the  experiment  has  proved  thai 
they  have  behaved  as  becomes  citizens ;  that 
they  have  been  deserving  of  the  extension  of 
these  privileges. 

It  may  be  that  in  some  of  the  States  these 
people  have  abused  these  privileges  where 
they  have  been  in  power,  or  they  may  have 
been  imposed  upon^  In  those  States  where 
they  have  been  accorded  these  high  offices  for 
which  they  were  not  prepared,  they  perhaps 
may  have  abused  this  trust.  We  believe  that 
the  extension  of  universal  education  to  them 
will  give  them  the  knowledge  of  our  laws  and 
institutions  that  will  enable  them  in  an 
enlightened  manner  to  prove  that  they  are 
capable  of  exercising  those  privilegee  in  such 
a  manner  as  shall  be  a  credit  to  this  nation, 
and  shall  prove  the  propriety  of  the  laws 
which  extended  to  them  these  privileges. 

But  on  the  opposite  shore  of  oar  oontineai 
there  is  pouring  in  an  ^ment  with  which  we 
ure  not  so  thoroughly  acquainted,  and  which 
may  come  here  in  large  numbers,  and  I  trust 
that  we  shall  not  encourage  Utoo  rapidly,  that 
we  shall  not  place  ourselves  in  a  position 
where  we  shall  regret  having  extended  to  them 
laws  and  privileges  the  effect  of  which  we  do 
not  know  or  fully  comprehend. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  will  withdraw  his  objection, 
and  that  the  proposition  made  by  my  colleague 
to  strike  out  this  section,  for  the  purpose  of^ 
strengthening  the  amendment,  will  be  per- 
mitted*   I  agree  with  the  Senator  firom  iLan- 
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lot  suppose  aojbodjwoold  serionsly  assert  tbat 
he  amnesty  bill  was  strengthened  by  the  civil 
ights  bill,  or  the  civil  rights  bill  strengthened 
>y  the  amnesty  bill.  We  beliere  the  amnesty 
>ill  has  two  thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  Senate 
n  its  favor.  We  believet  nay,  I  Muk  we  know, 
.hat  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
nas  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Senate  in  its 
favor.  Yet  the  Senator  would  eonple  together 
these  bills,  which  are  perfectly  safe  by  them- 
selves, in  order  to  break  down  one  or  the  other. 
Now,  had  the  measure  of  the  Senator  from 
Massaehusetts  come  from  a  friend  of  amnesty, 
the  supposition  would  be  that  it  was  to  Hft  the 
amnesty  bill  into  favor;  but  it  comes  from  one 
who  has  always  voted  against  amnesty  meas- 
ures. All  the  warm  advocates  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  Senator's  amendment  to  this  bill 
are  those  who  have  been  persistent  opponents 
of  any  measure  of  general  amnesty,  and  yet 
we  are  stigmatiKed  as  hostile  to  the  Senator's 
bill  because,  forsooth,  we  do  not  choose  to 
have  this  unnatural  and  unnecessary  and  unwise 
alliance. 

No,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  propose  to  be 
pat  in  that  position.  I  am  as  earnestly  in 
&vor  of  securing  all  the  rights  which  belong 
to  the  white  Citizens,  to  the  colored  citizens 
also,  as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  In 
order  to  obtain  that  object  I  wish  to  run  no 
unnecessary  risk,  and  therefore  I  shall  feel 
constrained  to  vote  against  the  proposition  to 
place  the  bill  for  the  purpose  where  it  fails  if 
It  has  not  many  more  votes  than  are  required 
to  pass  it  alone. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Mr.  President,  I  know  not 

why  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 

rush  forward  to  make  a  personal  issue  with 

roe.     My  relations  with  him  have  always  been 

kindly.     I  have  made  no  allusion  to  him  in 

this   debate  except  in  kindness,  and  never 

since  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  read  the  testimony 

from  his  own  State,  of  colored  fellow-citizens 

complaining  of  his  course  on  this  bill — never 

in  the  debates  since  that  day,  now  somewhat 

distant,  have  I  made  allusion  to  him ;  nor  have 

I  had  him  in  my  mind.    This  I  say  in  no  dis' 

respect.  And  why  seeks  he  now  to  liberate  his 

soul  against  me?    is  it  to  gratify  the  colored 

people  of  South  Carolina?    Does  he  think  to 

win  favor  among  them  by  striking  at  me  while 

I  am  laboring  to  serve  them  ?  Is  that  his  object? 

The  Senator  is  careful  to  remind  you,  not 

now  for  the  6rst  time,  that  he  differs  from  me 

in  method.     I  am  sorry.    I  wish  he  would 

criticise  me  less.     1  wish  1  could  look  for  his 

support.    I  wish  he  would  think  of  me  lees 

unkindly.     In  the  method  which  he  criticises 

I  follow  such  lights  as  I  am  able  to  conrmand, 

among  them  that  of  experience,  which  a  great 

orator  once  said  was  the  lamp  by  which  he 

was  guided.     I  have  tried  to  follow  this  lamp. 

By  its  light  I  have  walked.    But  the  Senator 

follows  a  different  lamp,  leading  away  from 

the  highway  of  equal  rights  into  a  stra^ling 

by- path.    He  seeks  amnesty,  and  magnihes  it 

at  the  expense  of  the  colored  fellow-citizens 

abounding  in  the  State  he  represents. 

Mr.  SAWYER.     Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  interruothim? 
Mr.  SUMNER.     Certainly. 
Mr.  SAWYER.    The  remark  the  Senator 
has  jatt  made  is  precisely  one  of  those  which 
I  think  I  have  a  right  to  complain  of,  and 
every  other  Senator  who  has  taken  the  same 
position  with  myself;  and  that  is,  that  I  mag* 
nify  amnesty  at  the  expense  of  equal  rights* 
How  do  I  magnify  amnesty  at  the  expense  of 
equal  ri(;hts,  when  I  am  as  willing  to  vote  for 
equal  rights  as  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  ' '  By  their  works  shall  ye 
know  them.'*  The  Senator  speaks  for  am- 
nesty, and  votes,  whenever  he  can  get  a 
ch&Doe,  against  equal  rights.  That  is  the 
position  of  the  Senator,  openly  taken  and 
OB^ntained  in  the  Senate.  He,  sir,  repre* 
sentiDg  a  large  colored  population,  is  earn- 
^^  eloquent,  loud  for  aronesty,  and  then 


with  soft  voice  he  says,  **  Wheaever  I  ^can  get 
a  chance  to  vote  for  the  equal  rights  of  Uie 
colored  race  on  another  bill  at  some  other 
moment  that  may  never  oome  then  expect  my 
vote."  Let  the  colored  fellow-citizens  of 
South  Carolina  take  notice.  Amnesty  with 
the  Senator  is  first  and  foremost.  For  that  he 
contends  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  his 
opposition  is  especially  aroused  at  an  effort  to 
unite  the  equal  riffhts  of  his  constituents  with 
the  amnesty  for  which  he  is  so  sealous.  Why  ? 
Because  it  will  enilanger  that  amnesty  which 
is  the  very  apple  of  his  eye.  Let  the  colored 
people  of  South  Carolina  take  notice  that  their 
Senator  instead  of  standing  b^  those  equal 
rights  in  which  they  have  a  paramoont  interest 
pleads  always  with  plaintive  appeal  for  amnesty. 
He  is  for  eenerosity  before  iustioe*  He  would 
remove  the  disabilities  of  rebels  who  have 
warred  upon  the  Republic,  before  removing 
the  disabilities  of  fellow- citizens  counted  by 
the  million  who  never  did  us  anything  bat 
good* 

And,  sir,  what  is  his  exoose  ?  He  says  that 
the  measure  of  civil  rights  is  endangered  by 
association  with  amnesty.  Does  the  Senator 
think  that  his  colored  constituents  will  believe 
this  ?  They  may  believe  that  he  thinks  so,  but 
they  cannot  believe  that  their  rights  have  suf- 
fered by  any  such  effort.  The  case  is  plain, 
very  plain.  A  majority  of  the  Senate  can  place 
my  amendment  upon  the  bill  which  is  so  for- 
tunate as  ta  have  the  earnest  support  of  the 
Senator.  A  majority  of  the  House  can  do  the 
same  thing.  What  is  to  hinder  it  from  become 
iag  a  law  ? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
that  it  can  become  a  law  without  a  two-thirds 
vote? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  mean  what  I  say,  namely, 
that  a  majority  of  the  Senate  can  inmdl  my 
amendment  on  the  pending  bill,  and  that  a 
majority  of  the  House  can  do  the  same  thing. 
I  speak  now  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
to  imply 

Mr.  SUMNER.    No  implying ;  I  am  saying. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Does  the  Senator  mean  to 
say  that  if  that  amendment  were  put  on  by  a 
majority  vote,  thereafter  only  a  minority  vote 
would  be  required  to  pass  the  measure  thus 
amended  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.     No;  I  say  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Then  the  Senator  is  dis- 
ingenuous. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  par- 
don ;  I  say  no  such  thing.  I  speak  only  of 
the  amendment.  The  Senator  knows  that  the 
bill  can  pass  the  Senate  only  by  a  two-thirds 
vote ;  but  does  he  not  know  also  that  it  will 
be  helped  in  this  Chamber  by  an  amend  meat 
securing  eqnal  rights? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  If  I  did  I  certainly  would 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  TheSenateroaf^toknow 
this*  and  he  ought  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
at  all  hazards.  At  any  rate  be  oiwht  not  to  be 
so  free  against  those  who  differ  from  him  in 
thinking  more  of  equal  rights  and  less  of 
amnesty. 

For  one,  I  shall  vote  against  any  removal 
of  rebel  disabilities  unless  accompanied  by  the 
removal  of  these  larger  disabilities  affecting 
colored  citizens ;  and  I  am  not  alone.  Other 
Senators  agree  with  me.  Votes  therefore  will 
be  secured  for  that  amnesty  so  dear  to  the 
Senator  l^  making  it  also  a  measure  of  ius- 
ticeto  the  eolored  race.  The  Senator  does 
not  see  it  so.  Taking  coonsel  of  his  anxieties 
for  anmesty  he  surrenders  the  colored  race. 
The  Senator  shakes  his  head.  I  wish  to  hear 
from  that  Senator  one  speech  for  eqnal  rights 
having  one  tithe  of  the  earnestness  that  he 
puts  into  his  speeches  for  the  removal  of  rebel 
disabilities.  That  is  all ;  one  single  ^ech. 
**By  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them.''  So 
does  the  Senator  make  himself  known  in  this 
Chamber. 

Not  content  with  constant  war&re  against 


equal  rights,  slways  in  the  name  of  amnesty, 
he  comes  forward  to  make  a  personal  issue 
with  me.  You  cannot  forget  what  he  said  or 
his  manner  in  saying  it.  I  cannot  compre- 
hend the  influence  under  which  he  is  acting. 
1  cannot  imegrne  what  he  seeks  to  accom- 
plish. Is  he  striving  to  prop  himself  in  popu- 
larity at  home  among  the  people  he  repre- 
sents? I  simply  know  what  he  does.  His 
way  is  stranee.  You  have  listened  to  bis 
speeches,  so  eloquent,  so  earnest,  so  affecting. 
fOT  the  removal  of  rebel  disabilities ;  so  soft, 
gentle,  and  acoommodaiinp  when  he  alludes 
to  the  larger  disabilities  ot  the  colored  raoe. 
I  desire  from  that  Senator,  who  represents  a 
ooioted  population,  one  good,  earnest,  gen- 
erous word  for  that  r^e.  That  is  wfa^  I 
desire*  Is  net  this  reasonable  7  Instead,  he 
turns  round  upon  me,  who  plead  for  them,  and 
administers  rebuke,  as  you  have  heard  him 
to-day.  True,  most  true,  I  do  think  more  of 
eoual  rights  than  of  amnesty.  The  measure 
or  equal  rights  is  of  priceless  value,  especially 
as  compared  with  the  other.  Language  fails 
to  depict  its  vastaess.  Do  you  wish  recon- 
ciliation ?  By  equal  rights  you  may  obtun  it. 
,Do  you  desire  the  establishment  of  justice 
'throughout  this  land?  Only  through  equal 
rights  can  this  be  accomplished.  How  petty 
and  mean  is  the  other  by  the  side  of  this 
infinite  good. 

Why  will  not  the  Senator  help  ?  Why  will 
he  fall  back  upon  what  he  calls  ^'  methods," 
and  say  that  he  differs  from  me  ?  I  am  pained. 
Gladly  would  I  follow  that  Senator  if  he  would 
lead  m  behalf  of  the  people  he  represents. 
Because  the  Senator  fVom  South  Carolina  will 
not  lead  in  this  holy  cause,  so  interesting  to  his 
own  people,  I  am  obliged  to  enter  npoa  this 
service.  Gladly  woula  I  resign  it  into  his 
hands.  Let  him  take  it.  But  he  must  begin 
l^  phoing^  the  eolored  race  before  rebels,  and 
justice  to  them  before  generosity  to  anybody. 
Let  him  recognize  this  duty  and  become  its 
representative.  Sir,  I  wait  for  the  generous 
word.  Let  the  Senator  speak  it ;  let  his  col- 
ored fellow-cttisens  at  last  be  heard  through 
him.  Let  it  go  to  them  that  after  much  delay 
South  Carolina  may  glory  in  a  voice  awakening 
echoes  in  this  Chamber  worthy  of  a  regener- 
ated Republic.  But  this  cannot  he  by  speak- 
ing in  season  and  out  of  season  for  a  boon  to 
rebels.  The  speech  must  be-in  another  mood, 
and  with  better  humanity.  Then  will  there  be 
justice  on  earth,  aad  South  Carolina  will  be 
proud  of  a  Senator  speiUiing  for  a  race  that  has 
suffered  so  much  from  the  State  he  represents. 
Sir,  I  hope  the  Senator  will  speak. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Mr.  President,  if  I  needed 
any  proof  as  to  the  assertion  which  I  made  a 
fow  moments  ago  that  it  was  the  purpose  of 
the  Senator  frora  Massachusetts  to  plaoe  those 
who  differ  with  him  about  the  method  of 
action  OB  this  question  in  a  false  position,  the 
speech  which  he  has  just  uttered  is  a  full  and 
complete  one^  He  calls  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  to  witness  that  one  of  their  repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor  is  false  to  his  trust.  I 
use  no  euphemism;  I  speak  plainly.  The 
Senator  stands  here  in  his  place  and  with  his 
voice  gives  utterance  to  die  assertion  that  a 
representative  fh>m  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina here  is  false  to  his  trust  with  regard  to  a 
DM^Iority  of  his  constituents. 

He  speaks  about  my  course  being  induced 
by  a  desire  to  prop  my  popularity  in  my  own 
State.  Sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  prop  up  my 
popularity  with  anybody.  I  stand  here  as  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  to  do  my  duty  id 
my  place  as  honestly  and  as  well  as  I  can.  I 
do  not  make  a  speech  upon  civil  rights  and 
the  rights  of  all  men  before  the  law  on  a  ques* 
tion  to  which  it  is  not  germane.  I  do  not 
bring  in  a  speech  upon  human  rights  on  every 
bill  that  is  reported  fVom  ever]r  committee  of 
the  Senate.  1  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
move  an  amendment  in  behalf  of  human 
rights  upon  every  measure  of  whatsoever  char- 
acter  that  may  be  presented  here.    That  is  not 
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stitaeotA,  he  ooiild  do  so  by  aayiog  to  ibem, 
*  *  Gentlemen,  you  shall  not  |;et  through  this 
Seoata  until  you  secure  two  thirds  of  the  whole 
Senate;  you  might  get  through  with  a  bare 
nu^orityi  and  tML  would  be  easy  for  you  to 
obtain  }  but  I  say  that  £  have  so  little  regard 
for  your  interests  that  I  will  require  yun  to 
carry  not  only  a  majority  but  two  thirds.'' 

Sir,  1  venture  the  aasertionin  the  presence 

of   the  Senate  to-day,   that  the  intelligent, 

anxious  colored  population  of  South  Carolina 

will  sustain  that  Senator  in  carrying  them 

through  the  Senate  on  a  minority  vote,  and  not 

oompelliu^  them  to  run  the  risk  of  getting  two 

tbiroa.    It  I  were  a  constituent  of  his  who 

needed  thebenetit  of  a  civil  rights  bill,  I  would 

tell  him,  '^Sir,  do  not  dare  to  tie  my  interests 

up  with  a  bill  that  has  to  carry  a  two-thirds 

vote;*'  and  I  would  brand  him  as  my  enemy 

if  he  dared  to  do  it.    I  believe  that  is  a  plain, 

practical,  common  sense  view  of  this  question. 

But,  sir,  if  ly  as  a  Senator  here,  desired  to 

defeat  the  cause  of  my  colored  constituents, 

and  wished  to  do  it  without  seeming  to  do  it, 

I  would  say  to  them,  *^  Gentlemen^  I  propose 

that  you  shall  carry  the  heavier  load,  and  then 

yon  will  feel  how  comfortable  and  sweet  it  is 

to  eojoy  the  privileges  that  you  shall  wring 

from   two  thirds,  although  you  might  have 

secured  them  from  a  majority." 

Mr.  President,  in  my  humble  opinion  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  is   taking  the 
Terr  course  that  is  stamped  by  common  sense 
ana  practical  utility.    Is  there  nothing  to  in- 
duce him  to  take  this  position?    He  says  he 
is  willing  to  vote  for  everything  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  (rom  Massachusetts  that 
he  believes  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
Btitution.    The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
knows  very  well  that  the  original  civil  rights 
bill,  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  is  supposed 
to  cover  the  whole  wants  of  the  colored  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  with  the  advaoiaee  of 
an  appeal  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
to-day.    The  Senator  from   South  Carolina 
hnows  further  that  the    Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  FaKUtfOHUYSBN]  has  pointed  out 
in  the  original  amendment  what  he  considers 
to  be  dangerous  if  not  very  doubtful  clauses. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  understands 
with  whafc  ability  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
fMr.  Carpcntsr]  pointed  out  what  he  also 
thought  were  unconstitutional  provi^ioas  of  that 
amendment.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
understands  also  how  the  Senator  from  Call- 
fi)rnia  [Mr.  Colb]  this  morning;  entered  his  pro- 
test against  a  part  of  that  orig^ual  amendment* 
The  &nator  Irom  South  Carolina  has  a  right, 
theretore,  if  he  is  able  to  comprehend  anything, 
to  suppose  that  there  is  more  or  less  of  danger 
lurking  around  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts ;  and  therefore,  having  the 
interests  of  hia  colored  constituenta  iu  his  eye, 
he  desires  to  pass  their  bill  with  a  bare  m^jor- 
ity,  which  hehelievea  they  have  to-day  on  the 
Eoor  of  the  Senate,  and  then  to  leave  the  ^X' 
rebel  to  get  his  two-thirda  vote  in  the  Senate 
if  be  can.     If  I  were  in  the  Senator's  place, 
therefore,  I  would  triumphantly  and  boldly  go 
to  my  constituents  and  say,  **I  left  you,  my 
colored  constituents,  standing  on  your  rights, 
to  pass  the  Senate  under  a  majority ;  I  held 
the  men  whom  you  fought  on  the  battle-field 
to  their  legal  and  constitutional  responsibili- 
ties, and  leQ^  them  to  go  xhron^h  in  such  a  way 
as  they  coold  under  a  two  thirds  yota  of  the 
Senate." 

This,  sir^  is  the  view  I  have  honestly  held 
on  the  subject,  and  you  have  it. 

The  PKESIDING  OFFICBR,  (Mr.  Air- 
TBONY.)  The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAELAN. .  I  should  like  to  have  the 

yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  ni^s  wore  ordered. 

Mr.  &  OE  WOO0.    I  rise  to  ask  whether  the 

oljectioua  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  were 

withdrawn ;  in  other  words,  whether  the  Sen- 


ator Irom  Maasachnsetts  was  allowed  to  accept 
the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  did  accept  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  but 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered  upon  it, 
and  the  Senator  from  Iowa  objected  to  the 
withdrawal,  and  the  queation  must  now  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  understood  the  objec- 
tion came  from  the  Senator  from  Kansas. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  was  the 
Senator  from  Iowa.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  upon  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

Mr»  HARLAN.  Mr.  President,  it  ia  not 
my  purpose  to  deh^  the  Senate  long  with  a 
diAsertation  on  this  aubjeot  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachaaetta  [Mr.  Wilson] 
«>pealed  to  me  to  withdraw  my  objection  to 
the  proposition  made  by  his  colleague  [Mr. 
SuMMBRj  to  accept  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  on  the  ground,  aa  I 
understood  him,  that  it  would  tend  to  strengUi- 
en  the  bilL  I  wish  to  say  on  that  point  that  it 
would  not  strengthen  it  with  me,  and  on  that 
account  I  interposed  my  objection.  I  now 
vnderatand  from  the  Senator  himself,  as  ex- 
pressed in  a  quiet  voice  in  his  aeat,  that  it 
would  not  strengthen  the  bill  with  him.  I 
understood  also  £om  his  colleague  thai  he  with 
very  great  reluctance  yielded  hia  own  judg- 
ment, and  acquieaced  in  that  of  frienda  who 
appealed  to  him  to  accept  the  amendment. 
As  far,  therefore,  as  I  can  learn  from  expres- 
sions of  opinion  around  me  in  tbe  Chamber  I 
am  induced  to  think  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetto  is  laboring  under  a  delu- 
sion, in  anppoeing  that  the  acceptance  of 
this  amendment  would  strengthen  the  biU. 
And  this  accords  with  my  apprehension  of 
the  nature  of  tbe  original  bill  itatlf.  It  ia 
called  an  amnesty  bill^  bnt  in  point  of  fiM!t 
wrongly  named.  It  ought  to.  be  called  a  bill 
to  enable  cwtain  clnsaos  of  rebels,  who  are 
now  excluded  under  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  to  hold  office. 
If  1  understand  the  aubject,^  that  is  all  there  is 
in  the  original  bill — nothing  else  whatever  but 
to  enable  certain  claaaes  of  rebela  to  hold 
office  who  are  now  excluded  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and 
this  is  called  amnesty^  and  is  the  foundation 
for  the  earnest  and  pathetic  appeals  we  have 
heard  here  from  day  to  day  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  the  original  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

What  is  the  substance  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  SuMvaa?]  Not  to  defeat 
the  original  proposition,  not  to  prevent  a  ma- 
joritv  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate,  if  they 
should  so  desire,  to  relax  the  rule  in  relataon 
to  holding  office  on  the  part  of  rebels  now 
excludedi  but  to  couple  that  measure  with  one 
to  secure  eqoal  justice  to  a.  large  .  number  of 
citizens  deprived  of  civil  rights  by  the  local 
laws  in  certain  States,  enacted  and  enforced 
by  the  men  whom  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  from 
their  disability  to  hold  offices  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  In  granting  a  boon  to  eriminala, 
he  would  do  justice  to  innocent  citisens.  But 
we  are  admonished  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  ^outh  Carolina  that  if  this  measure  of 
justice  should  be  insisted  on  as  an  -amend* 
meat  to  this  bill,  it  will  defeat  the  bill.  How  so. 
Is  it  because  the  friends  of  amnesty  to  rebels 
are  opposed  to  tbe  protection  of  the  civU  rights 
of  thei^  innocent  countrymen  ?  If  so^  it  is  to 
my  mind  an  argument  a^nst  the  bilL  I  doubt 
whether  rebels  who  are  still  opposed  to  eonaliiy 
of  civil  rights  between  themselves  and  Union 
men  oo^bt  to  be  relieved  from  only  political 
disabilities  under  which  they  iaboi* — ^the  right 
to  bold  office. 

That  it  may  be  clear  that  I  do  net  err  on  the 
main  point  as  to  the  character  of  the  original 


bill  itself,  I  desire  to  read  the  provision  of  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  which  I 

suppose  it  refers — the  third  section  of  the 

fourteenth  article  of  the  anoendments : 

**  No  person  shsll  be  a  Senator  or  Repre«entatire 
in  Congress,  or  eleotur  of  President^And  Vice  Presi- 
dent, or  hold  any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the 
United  States,  or  under  any.State,  who.  having  pre- 
viously taken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or 
as  an  oflioer  of  ^e  United  States,  or  as  a  menber  of 
any  State  Legislature,  or  as  executive  or  judicial 
oracer  of  anv  State,  to  support  the  Constitntlon  of 
the  United  States,  shall  hare  engaged  ia  insurree- 
tion  or  rebellion  against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or 
comfort  to  the  enemiM  thereof.  But  Congress  may, 
by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  each  House,  remove  such 
doabUity.'' 

Is  not  the  whole  object  of  the  bill  to  '*  re- 
move such  disability?''  Tbe  disability  then 
to  be  removed  is  the  disabiHiy  to  be  a  ^nater 
or  a  Representative  in  Congress,  or  an  elector 
for  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  hold  some  other  office,  civil  or 
military.  It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  vote.  They  possess  that  right  now 
under  existing  laws.  It  is  not  to  exem]^t  them 
from  punishment  on  account  of  the  critne  of 
rebellion.  Tbcfy  are  not  laboring  under  any 
apprehension  of  such  pimisbment.  It  is  net 
for  the  purpose  of  ^tabling  them  to  travel  on 
the  highways  in  public  convt^neee,  or  Co 
secure  accommodations  ih  public  irnis,  or  to 
attend  the  public  schools,  or  to  attend  places 
of  poblio  resort,  or  to-  avail  themeelvee  of 
any  of  the  other  public  iostitntions  of  thetr 
own  Stotes,  or  of  the  United  States,  ^hey 
are  laboring  under  no  such  disabiHtiee  now. 
It  is  not  for  the  pmrpose  of  enabling  them  to 
engage  in  any  or  the  ordinary  avoeattotts  of 
human  life ;  to  practice  any  of  the  learned 
professions;  to  engage  in  merchandising  or 
m  agrienhnral,  mechanical,  or  manufacturing 
pursuits.  They  are  amply  protected,  it  is  sup- 
posed, in  all  these  riglits  now.  It  in  nothing 
else  but  to  enable  certain  classes  of  rebels  to 
hold  office ;  and  that  is  called  amnssiy,  and  it 
is  deemed  to  be  of  such  vast  importance  that 
it  would  cripple  the  bill  if  you  wereto  Coaple 
with  it  a  proposition  to  grant  to  other  citisens 
of  the  same  States  the  exact  rights  that  these 
rebels  are  now  enjoying  withoat  let  or  hin- 
derance.  They  ans  laboring  onder  no  other 
disability  whatever  but  the  disability  to  hold 
oertainoffices**-'nothfligelse.  There  are  mul- 
tinlied  thonsands  of  their  patriotic  country  men 
who  have  never  oflended  against  the  criminal 
laws  who  are  laborinjg  nnder  some  of  these 
civil  disabiiitiest  and  if  I  understand  tbe  obj^^ct 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  MassachnsetU,  [Mr.  Smcirm,]  it 
is  to  put  them  on  the  same  platform  of  equality 
with  these  rebels  in  the  same  bMI  in  which  yon 
shall  restore  l^e  rebels  to  the  right  to  held  cer- 
tain offices,  in  my  apprehension  this  amend 
ment  on^t  not  to  weaken  such  a  preposition 
ia  the  American  Senate. 

I  know  that  bills  are  sometiaies  defbated  by 
appending  inoongrooas  measures,  and  this  is 
sometimes  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  rejection 
of  an  amendment  in  other  respects  nttobjeo- 
tion^le.  I  have  sometimes  voted  against 
propositioi»  to  amend,  which  my  jndgmeot 
approved^  from  such  considerations* 

But  a  short  time  since  in  onr  legtslativs  his- 
iory  a  bill  was  pending  in  this  Chamber  to 
pteveot  frauds  at  elections  in  the  large  dittos. 
Thb  was  net  its  titte,  but  that  was  its  porpose. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Massa«hnsettS 
proposed,  as  an  amendment,  the  substance  of 
this  section,  which  he  now  agrees  to  abandon. 
£  then  beliersd  its  adoption  would  defeat  the 
then  pending  bill.  I  voted  against  it  to  save 
a  meamre  of  more  immediate  importanoi^ 
The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  bill 
beoame  a  law.  I  cannot,  therefore,  impugn 
the  motives  or  the  parliamentary  discretion 
of  any  Senators  who  may  vote  against  this 
feature  of  the  pending  amendment  now.  If 
in  their  opinion  the  retention  of  this  clause 
of  the  pending  amendment  would  defeat  the 
biU— a  biU  beUsved  by  them  to  be  of 


1872. 


THE  CSONGRBSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


•879 


to  a  meeof  a  ligbteroouiplexwii  aad  a  higher 
<ie«e^  of  acquirements. 

Sir,  ia  my  opioioD,  the  sucoese  of  free  gov- 
omment  does  not  depend  on  scholastic  attain- 
mente.  Many  of  tbegreatest  men,  many  of  those 
^pfho  have  exerted  the  greatest  influenoo  on 
their   race,  have  been  uncultured.     General 
Waahington,  the  first  President  of  the  United 
Stalest  bad  never  had  the  advantages  of  aca- 
demical or  collegiate  instruction ;  and  when  you 
look  over  the  list  of  great  names  that  embel- 
lish American  history,  you  will  find  that  a  very 
large  percentage  of  them  have  come  forward 
iRriuiottl  such    helps.      Our   institotions    are 
fbuoded  on  a  totally  different  theory  of  maa*8 
oapacity.    Under  our  form  of  government  all 
oar  dearest  rights  are  referred  ultimately  to 
the  arbitrament  of  citizens,  without  regard 
to  oalture,  social  jposition,  or  experience  in 
the  management  of  civil  affairs.    The  Consti- 
tution provides  that  in  civil  suits  where  the 
anftoant  in  controversy  is  over  twenty  dollars 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  guarantied, 
and  in  all  criminal  CHses ;  and  £  find  nowhere 
in  this  document  a  provision  that  a  juryman 
shall  be  either  cultured  or  rich,  that  he  shall 
be  able  either  to  read  or  write.    It  could  not 
have  been  expected  that  twelve  unlettered  men 
would  be  more  learned  in  the  principles  of 
law  or  would  be  better  able  to  analyze  and 
apply  testimony  than  the  presiding  judge;  and 
yet  the  framera  of  the  Constitution  doubtless 
believed  that  they  would  be  safer  eustodians 
of  human  rights  than  the  most  learned  jurists. 
These  preat  men  must  have  believed  in  the 
divine  origin  of  our  race ;  in  the  inherent,  in- 
born capacity  of  unlettered  man  to  discrim- 
inate between  right  and  wrong,  justice  and 
injustice,  to  comprehend  and  apply  facts,  to 
divest  arguments  of  sophistry,  and  to  deal  out 
justice  to  their  fellow- men,  or  they  could  not 
have  invested  them  with  the  performance  of 
functions  that  underlie  our  system  of  jurispru- 
dence, without  which  our  civil  rights  cannot 
be  secured  and  our  criminal  laws  enforced. 

The  duties  of  a  voter  or  office-holder  are  no 
more  important  than  the  duties  of  a  juror,  and 
are  not  usually  more  difficult  to  perform.  I 
conclude,  thcrafore,  that  civil  Qovernment  ia 
possible  in  the  absence  of  that  high  order  of 
culture  which  the  argument  favoring  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  presupposes  to  be  so  largely 
characteristic  of  the  recent  rebels.  But,  sir, 
when  tried  by  the  facts  it  will  be  found  that 
these  disabled  by  the  Constitution  from  hold- 
ing office  constitute  but  a  small  per  cent,  of 
the  intelligent  people  of  the  recently  rebel 
States.  A  great  majority  of  the  rebel  element 
have  heretofore  been  fullv  restored  to  aU  their 
former  rights.  Those  still  nnable  to  hold  office 
are  by  comparison  but  a  handful,  and  consti' 
tute  those  who  havo  been  supposed  to  have 
been  most  culpable  for  the  rebellion. 

Then  why  should  we  be  so  anxious  to  bring 
iato  the  legislative  and  executive  councils  of 
this  country  that  comparatively  small  class  of 
men  who  are  still  deprived  of  the  right  to  hold 
office  on  aocount  of  their  greater  criminality? 
Wc  cannot  justify  it  on  the  assumption  that 
civil  government  is  impracticable  without  their 
aid.  Such  an  assumption  is  at  war  with  the 
theory  of  our  institutions  as  well  aa  our  expe- 
rience. They  may  bo  men  of  great  learning, 
uf  great  experience,  and  of  vast  wealth ;  but 
these  qualities  do  not  atone  for  their  ^eat 
crimes.  Nor  can  they  justly  complain  if  the 
disabilities  t«houid  never  be  removed.  Such 
an  iocouvenienee  is  slight  compared  with  their 
offenses.  Nor  would  the  country  seriously 
suffer  if  no  one  of  them  should  ever  be  restored 
to  vbe  right  to  hold  office. 

Two  thirds  of  both  branches  of  Congress 
may  relieve  them,  and  I  am  willing  that  they 
shall  be  relieved  by  classes.  1  prefer  this  mode 
to  the  relief  of  individuals  by  name  and,  J 
think  it  less  liable  to  abtisc}  but  L  cannot  eon* 
scieiitiuusly  as  a  member  of  this  body  vote  to 
relieve  them  from  these  disabilitieR  while  1  am 
compelled  to  believe  from  the  arguments  made 


in  favor  of  that  bill  that  these  people  them- 
selves are  unwilling  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  their  own  countrymen,  who  have  never 
offended,  shall  enjoy  equally  the  same  rights 
that  they  enjoy,  merely  because  they  are  ignor- 
ant and  poor.  This  would  be  discreditable  to 
American  legislation. 

If  the  friends  of  this  bill  are  willing  to  put 
these  great  criminals  on  a  platform  of  equality 
with  their  innocent  countrymen  in  respect  to 
civil  rights,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill; 
but  if  they  have  not  progressed  thus  far,  if 
their  prejudices  are  now  too  intenpe  to  permit 
them  to  put  all  the  people  in  their  own  States 
on  the  same  platform  of  equality  in  all  these 
respects,  I  shall  be  comjpelled  to  believe  that 
tlie  time  has  not  yet  arrived  to  relieve  them 
from  the  disability  to  hold  office. 

Mr.  CARPBNTEE.  Mr.  President,  I  un- 
derstand the  question  pending  iaon  striking 
out  the  last  section  but  one  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetta. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  <Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair.)    That  is  the  motion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move 
to  perfect  that  section ;  and  will  that  motion 
take  precedence  of  the  motion  to  strike  out? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  will. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  then  desire  to  say 
that  in  regard  to  this  section  I  think  it  must  be 
amended  iu  order  to  express  the  iuteution 
which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  himaelf 
undoubtedly  has.  To  illustrate:  taking  the 
naturalization  laws  of  the  United  States,  every 
law  on  the  subject  discriminates  in  favor  or 
white  men  and  a^nst  colored  meu  by  the  use 
of  the  word  **  white.''  Now  this  section  pro- 
vides that  ^*  every  law,  siatute,  ordinance,' ' 
&c.,  which  does  that  shall  be  repealed  and 
annulled.  It  is  my  belief  and  opinion  that  if 
this  section  should  pass  in  this  form,  there 
vould  be  no  Jiaturalization  law  for  white  or 
black.  What  the  Senator  intends,  I  suppose — 
indeed  I  know  that  is  the  intention — is  to  pro- 
vide  that  the  discrimination  shall  be  repealed 
and  abolished.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
so  as  to  read : 

Bvery  ditcrimi nation  against  any  person  on  ae- 
count  of  color  by  tho  use  of  the  word  "  whita"  in 
any  law.  statute,  ordinauco,  or  regulation,  is  hereby 
repealed  and  annulled. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  first  take  the  vote 
on  striking  out.  If  the  Senate  do  not  want 
the  section  at  all,  there  is  no  use  in  amend- 
ing it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  want  it.  I  io 
not  want  to  repeal  our  naturalization  laws, 
but  I  do  want  to  do  what  I  tried  to  accom- 
plish on  a  former  occasion :  that  is,  abolish  all 
distinciion  in  regard  to  naturalization.  Raise 
the  standard  as  ni^h  as  you  see  (it,  but  then 
apply  it  iudiscriminately  to  people  coming 
from  every  land,  of  every  race  and  color. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why  should  we  not  do 
that  all  at  once  ? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  By  strijkingthe  whole 
thing  out? 

Mr,  EDMUNDS.  I  beg  my  friend's  pardon. 
By  making  the  naturalization  question  not  a 
constiiational  question,  as  it  is  made  in  this 
biil,  but  by  having  a  properly  considered  bill 
on  the  subject  of  rectifying  the  naturalization 
laws.  Let  lui  pnt  it  on  the  universal  basis  of 
equality,  subjecting  it  to  the  test  of  men  all 
alike.    That  is  wImA  I  would  like  to  dow 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Nothing  in  the  world 
is  required  to  accomplish  that  except  to  pass 
this  section, thus  amended,  and  abolish  all  dis- 
tinctions now  existing  in  any  statiute  on  that 
subject  by  the  use  of  the  word  ^'  vjpUite.''  That 
accomplishes  the  purpose,  and  llien  allows 
people  of  every  nation  and  every  color  to  come 
here  aud  be  admitted  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  eomplymg  with  those  requirements 
which  our  naturalization  laws  have  enacted ; 
and  that  I  aim  in  favor  of  now  and  always  have 
been, 

Mr.  HILL.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  question  V    Do  1  understand  him  to 


81^  that  bo  provides  in  his  amendment  that  the 
repeal  shall  be  of  statutes  and  ordinances  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  of  any  of  the  States? 
Does  he  limit  it  to  statutes  aud  ordiaanoes  of 
the  United  States? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  will  state  again  the 
amendment  which  I  propose  to  offer.  I  move 
to  amend  by  striking  oat  the  word  ^* every'' 
where  it  first  occurs,  and  inserting,  *' every 
discrimination  against  any  person  on  account 
of  color  by  the  use  of  the  word  *  white '  in  any 
law,  statute,  ordinance,  or  regulation." 

Mr.  HILL.     ''  Of  the  United  States?'' 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     I  do  not  say  that. 

Mr.  HILL.     Why  do  you  not? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Because  I  do  not  want 
to.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HILL.    That  is  a  very  grave  point. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  With  £is  amendment, 
which  I  am  sure  carries  out  the  purpose  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  i  shall  vote 
against  striking  out  the  section. 

Mr.  HILL.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  first 
be  reported,  and  then  the  Chair  will  recognise 
the  Senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  me  add  one  word 
further;  and  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts.  This  amendment  strikes 
out  the  words  **or  custom."  I  do  not  know 
what  can  be  meant  by  the  word  **  white"  in 
a  custom.  The  word  "white"  may  make  a 
discrimination  against  colored  men  when  used 
in  any  statute,  ordinance,  or  law;  but  I  do 
not  know  how  the  word  '*  white"  can  be  used 
in  a  custom.  I  therefbre  move  to  strike  out 
those  words  ;  that  is  to  say.  striking  them  out 
is  included  in  the  motion  1  nave  made. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  be 
reported. 

The  Chief  Clgrk.  It  is  proposed  to  amend 
the  section  so  as  to  make  it  read : 

That  every  dincrimiQation  af  atnst  any  person  on 
aeoonnt  of  color,  by  the  uaeof  tho  word  "white," 
ia  any  law.  ttatote.  ordinanee.  or  recalation,  it 
ueroby  repealed  aud  annulled. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  submit  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  that  though  his  motion  is 
strictly  in  order,  it  always  embarrasses  a  bill 
to  vote  on  double  motions  to  amend.  For 
instance,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  in  order 
for  me  to  move  lo  strike  out  this  section  before 
a  vote  was  taken  on  his  amendment ;  but  that 
would  have  created  complication.  His  mo- 
tion does  the  came.  If  the  Senate-  is  not  dis- 
posed to  srikeout  the  fidh  section,  then  of 
course  it  will  be  open  to  amendment,  and  any 
amendment  he  may  suggest  will  receive  due 
attention. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  On  the  mere  qaestion 
of  striking  that  section  out  as  it  is,  I  should 
vote  to  strike  it  out  beoause  I  do  not  want  to 
repeal  the  naturalization  laws;  but  if  it  can 
be  amended,  I  shall  vote  against  striking  it 
out. .  It  therefore  seems  to  me  to  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  the 
real  question,  that  we  should  modify  the  sec- 
tion 00  that  it  will  express  what  it  is  intended 
to  do,  before  we  say  whether  we  will  strike  it 
out  or  not.  I  should  vote  to  strike  it  out  as  it 
is;  I  should  vote  against  striking  it  out  if  it 
be  amended. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  rose  to  make  the  inquiry  in 
good  faith  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  be- 
cause I  really  thought,  as  I  think  now,  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  ^at  materiality  in  passing 
such  an  act  to  limit  the  action  of  this  section 
to  tho  repeal  of  Federal  statutes  and  not  in  fade 
the  Sta;>es  and  say,  as  it  would  be  saying  in 
my  own  State,  that  where  the  word  **  white" 
may  occur,  for  instance,  ia  the  statute  forbid- 
ding marriages  between  whites  and  blacke, 
that  statute  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia  shall  be 
repealed  by  this  act  of  Congress.  Does  the 
Senator  believe  that  the  Congress  of  the  Unit^ 
States  has  the  power  to  repeal  a  statute  of  the 
Slate  of  Georgia  which  is  pot  obnokiotuj  to  the 
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Seven!  SBXATOia.    Vote!  vote. 

Ur.  RAMSEY.  I  am  not  eertain  tbat  the 
Senate  is  prepared  to  vote.  If  I  were,  I  would 
not  interpoas.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
C«^  to  the  consideraiion  uf  execntiTe  buameis. 

The  motion  was  (.greed  to — ay ea  thirty-one, 
noe*  not  counted ;  and  llie  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  contideralion  of  executive  baBinerai. 
AncT  thirty  five  minntes  spent  in  eiecnlive 
fiessioD,  the  doon  were  reopeoed,  aod  the 
Senate  (at  four  o'clock  and  fifty  miaatea  p. 
TD.)  kdjoarned. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPRBSENTATITE3. 

WEDSEaDAT,  February  1, 1872. 

Tb«  HonKmetsttwelveo'cloeh  m.    Prayer 

bf  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  0.  Bdtl&H,  D.  D. 

The  Jonnial  of  yesterday  wa«  reod  and  ^ 

COPT  RIGHT  BILL. 

Mr.  BBATTY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolntion; 

BtwUtd,  Tfaft  flvt  hnndred  utn  eopi«  of  tha 
Vopvri^t  bill  H.  R.  No.  170  ba  priattd  for  the  an 

Mr.  COX.  I  introdaced  the  bill  referred  to 
in  the  reiolntion  JTiBt  read.  I  agk  leave  lo  make 
a  verbal  correctioa  in  that  hill  before  the  extra 
oopJM  of  it  are  printed. 

Th«  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  done,  if 
there  be  no  ol^ecUon. 

No  objection  was  made. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted- 

SOODKBNTB  IN  rOLDIHS'SOOV 

Hr.  BBATTY,  from  ihe  tame  committee, 
alio  reported  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  adopted: 

Rttolttd,  TLutthatDparintnidant  of  the  fotdisr- 
roam  o(  \it»  Itoaaa  o!  KaprneDtatirei  be,  and  he  la 
harebi'.  direoted  lo  make  out.  under  tha  direction  of 
Iha  Coiamlttac  on  Printlnc.a  complete  invantorrof 
tka  pnblie  dMamanti  now  on  hnad,  and  that  ha  b* 
autuoriMd  toeoiploy  inch  addilianal  fanie  u  uid 
f»mmittee  mar  daam  infiaianl  lo  eoable  bim  to  do 
the  work  promptly. 

PHINTINQ  OF  H0D3K  JOUKN&L. 

Ur.  BBATTY,  fn>m  the  same  commiltM, 
also  repotted  the  following  resolution : 

Rmal^td,  That  the  Confrouonal  Printar  ii  di- 
laetfd  to  diicoatiBue  [uriiiatain|  to  tha  daDamenl- 


m  of  tha  Uoiue  tha  Joar 
irtha^ 


nofth 


iihed  to  memban  iit  tha  eloae  of  auih  lauion. 

Mr.  UOLUAN.  I  thlTik  that  resolulion  is 
very  proper.  So  {ar  as  I  know  members  have 
not  been  furnished  with  the  sheets  of  the  Joor- 
fial  from  day  to  day  as  they  come  in.  I  thialc 
the  resolution  a  very  proper  one,  and  should 
be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.    BBATTY   moved    to   recoDiider    the 
s  by  which  the  foregoing  ft 
,ited;  and  also  moved  that 
irconsider  be  Uid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
COLLECTION  OF  OUSTOUS. 

Ur.  BQitCHARD,  by  noanimouB  consent, 
preaentfd  a  mtiiioritil  of  the  Naiiuaal  Refonn 
AsBOciation  suggesting  currectloiiB  aud  modi- 
fipstiona  of  the  la«s  relating  to  the  collection 
of  the 


t»\a( 


of   i 


"P."' 


rererred  to  the  Committee  of^VVaya  aud  Means, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

aURTBT  OF  OIIEROKEB  LANDS. 


the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  sur- 
vey of  the  Cherokee  strip  adjoining  the  south- 
ern bonnilarr  of  Kansas;  which  was  referred 
to  ihR  Commiitee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLAIMS  FOR  II0R3Ee  AND  MDLBB. 

The  SPEAKER,  b;  unanimous  conMut,Bl«o 
Iwd  before  the  House  a  com mnnicatlon  from 
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in  relation  to  the  number  of  claims  fof  pay 
for  liorMB  or  mules  lost  br  officers  or  privates 
while  in  Iheserviceof  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mitlee  of  Cliins,  aud  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

UAJOR  OKOROB  W.    BURCHAHD. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  ooanimons  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  Bona*  a  commanication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relatuMi  t*  Uajor 
Qeorge  W.  Bnrchard,  late  of  tiie  Iwen^-Bfth 
Arkansas  eolored  vtdauteersi  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  UiUtary  ASura, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
■LBCTION  CONTEST— BOW BH  TS.  DI  LAROR. 

The  BPBAKBR  also,  by  unanimous  coa- 
■ent,  laid  before  the  Honse  additional  papers 
relating  to  the  contested  election  of  Bowen  m. 
De  I^rge  from  the  second  congiessioDal  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina  ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 
Dtmr  OS  RICE. 

The  SPEAKER  'also,  by  unanimous  coo- 
sent,  laid  before  the  House  a  concurrent  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  South  Car- 
olina, in  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  protective 
duty  on  rice;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueaos,  and  ordered  to 
l>e  printed. 

COMHKRCIAl.  BBLAtlONB. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by 
sent,  laid  before  the  Hoasea....  _  .  .. 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  transmitting, 
compliance  with  the  acts  of  Angtist  16,  1842, 
and  August  18,  1856,  a  report  on  the  commer- 
cial relations  of  the  United  Slates  with  foreign 
nations  for  the  year  ending  September  SO, 
1671;  whii^  wa«  nefeired  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

LIATB  OF  ABUHOI. 

By  nnaaimouB 


Mr.  QETZ.  by  UDammons  consent,  obtained 

leave  to  withdraw  from  the  Gits  of  the  Home 

papers  in  the  case  of  Liaolenant  Commander 

Frcderii^k  Pearson,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

BKIDOR  ACROSS  TUB 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  hynoao 
trodnced  a  bill  (H.  R.  Mo.  1414)  aathorizing 
the  construction  of  a  wa^on  and  roilroad 
bridge  across  the  Uississippi  river  at  Quincy, 
IllinoiB;  which  was  reaid  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
ways and  Canals. 

BDDCATIONAL  POND. 

Mr.  ELDBID^B.     I  call  for  the  refniar 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  Hoase  resumes  the  coaBidt^ra- 
(ion  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Education  nnd  Labor,  being  bill  ( H.  R.  No. 
1043)  to  establish  an  educational  fund,  and  to 
apply  the  pmceeda  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
education  of  the  people.  The  previoua  ques- 
tion is  operating.  The  first  question  is  upon' 
the  amendment  offered  bj  the  gentlemaa  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland,]  which  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows; 


"K", 


bomoiteJids.  o 
erufConsrose 


I  niter 


ha  Bottt  of 
r  extend  tbe 


risbtorhomaatauli 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  next  question  is  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  tbe  Eentleraan  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Qrutith,]  which  will  be 


power  of  Consrani  oier  the  pablio  domain,  or  tator- 
fore  with  srantim  bountr  isadri  to  Ihe  soldlaia  ana 

Mr.  PERCE.  Is  not  the  suhsUnce  of  tiiis 
amendment  embraced  in  the  amendment  of 
Ae  gentleman  from  Vermont  jnst  adopted? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  two  amendmenta  wiD 
be  again  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendmenta. 

Ur.  PBRCE.  I  will  inquire  of  die  Chair 
whedier  the  two  propositions  mw  not  Mibslaii- 
tially  tbe  same? 

Mr.  RANDALL.     I  think  not. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  This  inf^uiry  is  in  the 
nature  of  debate,  which  is  not  m  order.  The 
Chair,  however,  sees  an  essential  diCferenoa 
between  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  GRimm  was  agreed 
to;  there  being — ayes  ninety'sight,  noes  not 
conn  ted. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  nert  question  is  opoa 
an  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Ur.  HoutAS,]  which  the  Clerk  will 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


Prooirfed.Jknwwn'.  That  after  tl 


I  of  tb<* 


Mtno  pnblta  laudi  of  tha  Dnited  Statn  •! 
tuld  tioept  minaral  land  Bad  Iowd  sitai.  and  bii  um 
pnbliB  landi  of  Iha  United  State>  adapted  to  a«ri- 
onltare shall  be  reaervad  for  Mtual  aeltlen  Dndar 
tb«  provliloat  ofthabomaataad  lawi.  inhjeol.  how- 
eTar.  to  land  wairaats  and  eollafa  Kt\v  ianied  by 
•athorityDfCDBgrfsi.aodlhecranUwhiehCDnrreH 
■ball  taanafMr  raalia  in  the  Tarritotlai  aad  new 
Stat**  for  the  pnrposca  of  adaaatlDn. 

On  Agreeing  to  the  amendment  there  were — 
ayes  76,  noes  76. 

Ur.  PERCE.     I  call  for  tellers 

Ur.  RANDALL.    Let  as  hare  the  yeu  and 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  orderad. 

The  qnestion  was  taken ;  uid  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  103,  nays  107,  not  voting 
20 ;  as  foUowa : 


So  Mr.  Holman's  amendment  MS MfltCtod; 
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Th«  Cleck  read  m  followa: 
Add  to  tha  bill  u  ■  new  gcclioa  tfae  followlnf : 
Sko.  — .  That  nolblDi  contained  in  thii  aetth*11 
i«  eo  conatraad  as  to  nffeat  in  anr  laanaBr  the  aaiit- 
nc  Iswa  »Eid  rArulatiODBlii  roranl  to  thaadJiiBtraeiit 
hud  n&rmQDt  to  Statafl,  upon  thair  admiBBion  into 
:ha  UdIod,  trt  par  cent,  of  tba  oat  prooeedi  of  tha 
lAlea  of  the  publio  luidi  within  thair  raabaotiTa 
limita. 

The  qaMtioD  wot  taken  ;  and  tbe  antend- 
Daent  w«8  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAFFE  moved  to  reconuder  Uie  vote 
bv  which  the  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  and 
KlBO  moved  th&t  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  SPEAEBR.     Thit   completee  alt   tbe 
mmeodnientB  to  the  original  text  of  tbe  bill. 
There  are  no*  Bundry  Bubstitates,  whicb  will 
'be  voted  on  in  the  order  in  vhich  the;  ware 
presented,  and  tbe  first  in  order  is  thai  pre- 
sented  by  tbe  geatleman  from  IllinoiB,  [Mr. 
Bdkcsard,]  whicb  the  Clerk  nrill  now  read. 
The  Clerk  read  tbe  Bubatitate. 
Mr.    MctNTYRE.   _  I  respectfullj   anggeat 
that  tbe  anbBlilute  wbich  I  offered  the  other 
day  was  offered  before  tbe  anbatitute  nhich 
has  now  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  clerka  arranged  tbe 
BubslitateB  io  tbe  order  in  wbicb  they  were 
presented;  but  if  ibere  has  been  a  miatake,  sad 
the  gentlemBO  offered  his  firat,  he  haa  a  right 
'xi  have  it  first  voted  on. 

Mr.  McINTYKE.  The  aubatitute  wbich  I 
offered  «u  upon  tbe  Calendiu'  Grgt. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  that  be  bo,  ihe  Cbsir 
-will  rule  tbaC  it  niuBt  be  firat  voted  on. 

Mr.  HEREFORD.     I  rise  to  make  a  par- 
liamentary iu^uirj,  and  it  ia  whether  or  not 
the  Bubstitute  n  now  sabject  to  amendment? 
The  SPEAKER.     It  i a  not. 
Hr.  HEREFORD.     Then  I  aak  unanimous 
consent  to  offer  bq  amendment. 
Mr.  POLAND.    I  object. 
Mr.  HEREFORD.     It  is  ihe  aame  amend- 
ment I   offered   to   tbe   original  bill.     I   aak 
DDanimouB  conaent  to  offer  it  as  bd  amend- 
ment to  ibia  aabslitute. 
Mr.  PERCE-     I  object. 
Tbe  SPEAKER.     There  are  aiz  subatitules 
pending.  The  Clerk  endeuvored  to  make  them 
np  in  the  order  in  whicb  tiiey  were  offered, 
but  there  was  a  mistake^  and  the  amendment 
of  tbe  gentleman   from  Geargia  [Mr.  Hclx- 
■zib-k]  will  firat  be  voted  on.    If  one  of  these 
BubatiluCea  should  be  adopted  in  the  ordinary 

Soceti  of  parliamentary  law  that  would  utid 
e  matter,  but  inasmuch  as  tbe  whole  of  this 
amendment  bas  been  by  nnanimoue  coosent 
somewhat  irregular,  the  Cbair  will  allow  a 
vote  opoii  each  aubetitate. 

Ur.  ELDRIDQB.  Can  a  motion  be  made 
to  lay  all  the  aubstitutca  ou  tbe  table,  and 
would  that  niotioo  carry  the  bill  with  it  7 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  It  would  carry  everything 
with  it. 

Hr.ELDRIDQE.  Then  Imakethatmotion. 

Tha  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Eldbidoe's 
motion,  and  there  were — ayea  76,  noes  B6. 

So  tha  Houae  refuaed  to  lay  the  bill  and 
anbttitiitw  on  the  table. 

The  queEtion  recurred  npon  the  following 
subalitBle,  proposed  by  Mr.  McIktyrb: 

BtrikasDtallaitar  Eha  anaoliDC  olaoieand  inHrt 

TbU  ihanet  prwisadlarlaing  from  tbe  bIc.  antrr, 
Isnllan,  or  other  diipoiitiou  of  tba  publio  lands  of 
thgUnlltd  StatubedLgtribntedln  tb a maoDer  bare- 


ire  jmiidictlODS. 

The  qnestion  was  taken,  and  apon  a  divis' 
ion  there  were — ayea  77,  noea  91. 

Before  the  resalt  ot'  tbe  vote  was  annonnced, 

Hr.  McINTYRE  called  for  tbe  yew  and 
oavB. 

The  oneitlon  was  taken  upon  ordering  tbe 
yeaa  ana  naya ;  and  there  were  twenty-one  in 
the  affirmatife  ;  not  one  fifth  of  the  lost  vote. 

Before  the  result  of  this  vote  waa  annonnced, 

Mr.  YOUNQ  called  for  tellers  on  ordenog 
the  yeas  aod  nays. 

Tha  ^ueation  was  taken  ;  and  there  were 
thirty-eight  in  the  aCGrmalive. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  vote  for  tollers  is 
sufficient  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  if 
there  be  no  objection  tbe  Cbwr  will  regard  the 
yeaa  and  nays  as  ordered. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  tbe  yeas  at)d 
nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Tbe  qneslionwaB  then  taken;  and  it  was 
decided  m  tbe  negative— yeas  76,  navs  117,  not 


in  which  the  ooncnrreoce  of  the  House  was 

requested : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  570)  transferring  certain  pow- 
ers and  duties  to  the  Department  of  JuBtioe, 
and  providing  a  seal  therefor. 

BDDOATIONAL  FDND. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideraUon  of  tbe 
bill  (U.  R.  No.  1043)  to  eatablisb  an  educa- 
tional fund.and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  tbe 
public  lands  to  the  education  of  tbe  people. 

Tfae  nest  qnettion  was  upon  agreeing  to 
tbe  following  mbs^tate,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bdbchibd  : 


NOT  VOTING-Ma«n.  Ama^^Anhcr.  Bamam. 
Bell.  Bifbj,  Carrali.  Comlnso.  Critchar.  OarraLI. 
Da  Laraa,  Dnnnall,  Edwanta,  Bliiott,  FarDSwarlb. 
Farweir  Uale.  Uambleton.  Qeorsa  E.  HorrlB.  Kan- 
daJI.  Kinaeiia.  Laniinf.  HeCiarr.  MoEee,  Hfl' 
"     ■-      " " ".    Mar  -      


.    Palm. 


BaDJamin  P.   Maytra,  MItebell, 

Peten.  Piatt.  Robinaun.  Rof  an. 

"   ••        Shoa— ■■-    ■" 


iBF,  Voorheoa.' 


;te 


itthama,  and  Willianu 


John.  SrphBF,  ■.  _.. 
of  New  York— «. 

So  the  aubstitnte  waa  not  agreed  to. 

UKSSAQK  FROM  THK  B^(«;V**.     ;   ,'  ',' 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  c»Bmimi<>Bted 
to.,M''B:^S.4'^i.  'Ht-Ooiui.u.  Ii^;S'scceto^, 
aiinuunoed  that,  the  iSenate  had  passed  with 
an'  aiDondmeni,  in 'wUeh 'the  concurrence  of 
ib^  HnUse  W^.  i;ei;[iiBS[ei(i  »'>iU  of  .the  .IbllaW- 

Abill  (H.  R.  Ho-.  lOTl)  making  approprla- 
tioDi^,fot,.thit  pa;in^)i^  of  inv^id  'and  ptbar 
pensionB  of  the  U  oiled  States  bir  iheyeai 
endiog  June  80,  1678.  ' 

.Tl^e  m^saa^e  further  annbililc^d  '.  that  liie. 
.Seoalebad  (Wsseiil  al  biU  of  the  Ibllowing  lille,L 


THE  OONGKK8M0MiAX/GLOBB:!' 


Febraa^"7, 


theaubstitute ;  and  upon  adivUion  there  were — 

.rfioteb  lbe:iK«a1t<if  die  vote  waa  auDoaDoed, 
Mr.  BINGHAM  oalled  for  tellara. 
Tellers  were  ordarad.  but  he&ie  thev  were 


■   T^*'$''^*t>0"  being  laken  o 
It  wtia "declared  not  ayroed  U. 


Mr. EINQ.     I  Dali for  UtefMB  aiid uaga.  . 

The  yeasBod  najs  were  ordpfed. 

The  question  waa  taken;  aad  itwaBdeciJod 
n  the  nesalive — yeaa  63,  Days  132,  doI  voliog 
A;  BHroltowst 


not,  fiawi  w.  Seaitr.  Seoioliii^hink*,  8h*ll  iJiarssr, 

SherwDOd.  John  A.  Smiili.  WarttaiDHUm  O.  6uSlh, 
Snaup.  Snrder,  tiDracue,  StBrIiire>tli«r.  Stiiugbtan. 
Stowcll.  Btronc.  Bw&na.  Tiffe,  Tliuutaf,  Wn^bibE- 
ton  Towngeail.  Tutbill.  Tnltfcell.  Tiner.  Uixnn, 
YftD  Tcunu,  Wakeratn,  Wuldeo,  WsUraa,  Walls, 
WRrran.  Wtlteler.  Whitelcy,  WilUrJ.  milUma  ot' 
InrtUni,  Jrramisii  M.  Wilson,  Jubo  T.  WHtoa. 
and  Wiiirln-airr— 132. 

SOT  VuIIXU-Mosm,  Amca.  Arctaer.  Biarj/. 
Beak.  Ball,  BItbv,  BIkcb,  Col,  Crebi,  Crockei. 
Diiwoa.  Ba  Large.  Dkhoy.  Blliuti,  Ely.  f^irnsHorlb, 
HaIa.dnDil>lcton.Uj<nkt.auar»b.Il3rrb.Vlr,<en». 
HMt  Ueteford,  lilbb.fd,  llou,<hfou.  Xi-ndL,ll. 
Keicbain,  KlriaflUa.McCriirr,  BeujaminF.  Meyor.<, 
Milalietl.  Uonro.  Mority,  Isaiu  0.  Parker.  Amron 
F.  PBrrT,_Pottef,  ftiOfl,  Bobioiou.  RoguH,  jRusk. 
ycoBiliJ,  SbeJdoD.  8bdam:ik«r.  mocum.  II.  Baurd- 
lunu  SmlUi.  R.  UlUoD  tiiieor,  Thomai  J.  Spur, 


Sew  Yorlt-M. 

Su  tfae  au&iiitute  of  Mr.  KiMo  «bs  not 
Bgteed  to. 

The  iJPEAKBR,  The  nest  amendment  13 
in  tbe  nntgre  of  a  sabstilute,  offered  by  tlie 
t-enttemaii  from  Tennessee)  [Mr.  BaiGHi.] 
i'be  Clerk  will  raport  it. 

The  Cteik  read  m  foUoWH  -. 
AbUl  (ranting publ Id  ianaa  fortbe  endoWakent  of 
n  nalTemO  in  eneb  Stale. 
Jit  il  rMUUdhu  lltS""^'  and  UvHH  of  R^racnt- 
olisn  of  the  VaiCtd  SuOri  uf  Anifrina  in  Uontrm 
a-embUd,  that  (.bats  bi  arHni»{  to  osob  ot  the 
StMot  now  coiupusipg  Ibc  Uuitsd  Siatai.  soil   lu 


Proeidid.  Ti\i\  BO  luiaeriLl  landi  iball  be  iiaoted  or 
S-' '  -nder  theproTuionsof  Lhiaaot. 

a  nSDl  Id  Ibe  taveralSuxei  in  iHttoaa  ur 

t  ins  at  toMtiiDi  Dot  leu  tbon  aqaineriH- 

1  ihsuld  ihera  be  publia  landa  in  a.  Stale 

i  >  laU  at  priTota  anlTT  at  II  25  per  acre, 

t  [itT  If  land  to  which  eu«b  tiiatst  liiall  ba 

e  Imll  be  eeleeted  from  such  lundi  wiihin  the 

li  lu^  Statai  and  the  Seoretaiy  of  ibe  In- 

ti.  MebjdIrecladtoiiinietOBaqhoflbaSiMM 

eubjeci  la  sale  ut  prtviite  antry  at  $f  £0  per  sore 
to  Kbioh  tbo  State  mar  ba  oaUllad  under  tbe  pra- 

ileQaieuoy  ol  its  nuota,  said  gorlp  to  be  aold  bj  uld 
Sates  and  tbe  proceeds  iberaof  applied  to  the  oeb* 
and  purpoias  of  tbi*  aoi,  and  for  no  otber  purpose 
wbaterer:  Provided    That  no  SLai*  ihall  be  ptr- 

Diber  State  or  Terrltorr,  but  [hsir  sratgDeen  may 
looale  tbe  suoe  op  any  of  the  uoupprupriMed  lands 
of  the  UailtdStateBsbbJecttosala  at  private  en  try 
aC«12Sp«raa»uri«i. 
^ic.Z.  Tbutali  tbeexpenaesof  manKement  and 


eedsofth 


auid  laodd  shall  be  apEilled,  irittaout  any  4 
in,  to  !b«  purposes  bereiiiiiher  m'miieued. 
Sko.  4.  Tbat  all  moneys  derircd  from  the  sale  at 
e  Innd  or  serip  nlbreeuid  by  ihu  Btatut  shall  ba 
rested  iu  eueli  stoclu  or  iL'Oiirlties   by  the  Slii|c9 

wilt  yield  tbe  largeFt  amounl  ->r  ioEerast  annsiat- 
it  wii^  the  security  of  tbe  fund.  :ind  the  fund  ao 
TeatKlahall  eonalitut*  a  Verpatual  fund,  tbe  bmI- 


lorttbishahiLlIri 


Ued  by  each  SUie  wh; 


'i£!!i^,i:L-s^sas 


fits  and 


alfl  uaiFcrxillwubiB  UWIipitiM 

he  teachiiutofaltbraBcbaajlMV*- 

i>enili«:  /■nauJaTjM 

lbaaii<it/edto>7rtSb«a» 

ooaditlona  of  ihu  aA. 

Ur.  BEITGHT  demanded  tb«  yeaa«iid.iMf4. 

Tbe   Home  divided;  and  itieM  WfM  ^|(3 

uineleen;  not  a  EtiSc>enI  ndUbcK 

Mr.  YOTINQ  demanded  lelten  ab  At  j^tt 

The  House  divided ;  and   liefff  ««<  »S^ 

thirty,  neven. 

The  SPEAKER.  Th&t  U  wroogh  to  or*- 
tbc  yeai  add  nayn,  and  they  wilt  fte  eomfctmH 
us  orderej  if  there  be  ii<>  ol^ection. 

There  Was  no  objection ;  aod  the  J^aa  an? 
naya  were  ordered 

Tbe  quKBtioB  WM  lalien ;  aoil  it  waj  decHcf 
in  the  negative — yeaa  42,  naya  115,  tiot  voUb; 
52;  oslullowa: 

YEAS  -  McMn.  Aofccr.  Atthor.  B«^  Jaan  & 
Bluir.lirlchL.Caldvell,  CampWI.  Couinio.  Cr'.*. 
land.  Duke.  Kly,  Forhfr.  S.iFretl.  Q^  UnrxL 

.T.ihnT     MiTTi,     lUrndnn      h'inB.    (i._^va       1  niH. 

n^  WhM- 
■-■  Ud.  frri 
__  ■   -^^-r 

Ci«rk«."0»hb.C«bDrn.tt.ebl«n,  OoBf*?.'<i^iKii.t»i,' 
Crebs.  Creel y.Ctiteh«.  l>urraU.i>Kks*^  Uaanu. 
Doi,  Duell.  jpuDaell,  Enme*.  UdwoKb,  Bidndfc 
FiirwiTOrth.  Far  well,  Fiakelaburi.  Uenrt  D.  Fw 
ter.  Wildffl  D.  PeVter.  Frye.  (hrlel3,6so4rlet».  Org- 
Btb,  Baldtmiin,  llalaey,  Uaadtcr,  Unnacz.  Hamar. 
Ueorge  E.  Harris.  iKvena,  llawker.  Umt,  ILsr. 
Oorry  W.  Hjiileion,  John  W,  ElitlelOii.  Her»R>id. 
Uibbaid,  Ufllman,  UnoMer,  Ke<l«f.  Ka)l*M.  Karr. 

McKee.  Mercur.Herrfaia,Hi!rriCk,it6lirnOlo«Ce. 
Morphia,  L«iin:>r3  Hydra.  Kedak  NIMaek.  Ott. 
Pcckecd.  Pncksr.Pmlmer.InM  0.  Vax^miTYttt, 
Pendleton,  I'urco.  Peters,,  Piatt.  PqlaDd.J-eitg. 
Fottof'.  ha  Bey.  Hsndi  1.  Eflwarf  T.Hie*.  BTOU 


Priced  Johh  Sffei!e,B?tohie\.milS'"  ■ 
Konaevslt.  Staobar;  StvrtB.  tnttyi 
■end,  Tarnar,  Vauhaii,  WaMelX 
ihorne.  Wood.  aDaYsuBf—tZ. 

HAV8  -MeMr>.  Adama.  Ambler. 
"    ry.  Her        "  ■         - 


.   Saltyer,  SMln-.SafaN 

A«.e.  StarrteK^^SS* 
Strong,   finiberlodd.    BWi 


bankt.  Shellaberger.  Sb-r«ood.  Slal*r.a..^.._  _. 
L.  Smiili,  WDiIbiiuton  ti.  Soiilli.  Snaap.  Sordar. 
•homnsj.  Spfcet.trurSftne.  StarT*MKS;fiS*r- 


So  the.  am  end  HI' 
The  question  ni 


Sunghtim,  L- „.   

TaSe,  Tbomai,   Wajhiailou  Tewnnml.  T-wkeU, 

&^rarL%fe-T?atf'/''*'2iejfeS: 

S-  r.  WlllaHl.  WiUiama  of  tadlana,  and  ^ctaaHak 
.  WilSMi-llS. 
JiOt  VOTING-Mesar..  Amei  Arohar,  A»«rUl. 
Bamum.  Bell,  BltKI.  Janln  Bmola,  CartuII.QtaaeT. 
UarlB.  Uawes.  Ds  Laiva.  I>u  B»>*a.  HlUott,  »  '  '" 
Foater.lUls,Iiainblet«n.llBnlu,  lliil.llaarj  JJ 
ton,  Kendall.  Klnsnlla,  LaiUDort.  Uanh4lL.Hi 
mle^.  MeCrary,  MelffnnaT.  BcSeelT.  BaaS 
Myen^itelietl.  Horaf,  Hatea  W.  ParkvrtAarL-  .. 
Perry.  PrlDdle.  Read.  KobioKin.  Kr>E«n,  &tI«aU. 
Sheldun,  Shoemaker.  SlooBm.  U,  Boai^aas^SmikE: 
Hilton  a.  Speer.  Stevenson.  St.  Ji>hn.  6yDl»0>i- 
hlll,  Walla.  (TillIani*arMewYOTk.Jofca7.  WlkM. 


ik  wea  reeled. 

:t  recnrred  ou   Xr.   Ciltf-' 

I  falldwH : ' 

m  tiflha  thildrtaofAtKcaa 

il  States  wheniD  ilavaty  m^ 

aemaBtoftbaUMrekaUii*. 

«nfl(«  oiul  linm,,^  jgl^w*  ■ 

Haiet  of  ^tneriea  ut  Lb^trr^ 

1  equal  to  unb  half  tbe  vheie 


provisions  ot  the  not  entitled  "  An  act  19  MsviJa 

nny  intanwt  on  tlia  pubiio  debt,"  appioiwl  JmIi  1, 
ISb2,)bHllbeberBali<]rapprvprtalBdia^f*>B>aaail 
as  to coosiituiea  perpetual  fund.thecapitalatwblcb 
eball  lemiunfuraier  uudiuuiHiioii,  au^tbe  ^Hal 
ii|te[eK  theraon  thai)  buragularlj  aDpUaili  auiaal 
di(niuution,tutbaadiii:iiilaa«f  lAaobiMrcuaf  ^bt- 

existed  ■iihaooaiuienoauieaiar  tba  lata  refaaSiob 
Ssc.i.  tnalohentlieiiidxanKdianncaraballka 
eoeeifioAl  ly  appro  priatod  by  Con(rea>faiitbat<uwa 
nioiesaid,  thePreaidBDtaball  aj>i»iat,  bitaad  ailb 
tba  advieeanil  conaaDiof  iheSanau,  aj»«iil*f  n- 
BCUM.  QDiuiatiix  of  Ova  oitiaaaa  ottba  UaUoAAUM 
of  African  deseant.  who.  in  oouJuaatiaB  witbjba 
Saeroury  of  the  Treaaury.  ,wbo  cball  bo^aa  <4» 

of  tbe  United  (itaieeuruftiiB  Swta^  or  aam^otbar 
safe  Bloeke.  yieldiBa  not  laaa  tau  aaa  jnh  c«m>«i 
the  par  valueel  Hidatooka  I  and  the  aaUin  sfmUf 
abaU  awth  raaaiye  an  annual  aalNir2.tM0.N3 


>gAK-t 


let&ir 


IHB  (30K6RESSIOKAL  GLOBI. 


B88 


■a  luBj  bo  rmuired  to.liw  AHorncj  Oena™!  Coi;  th« 
rnittiful  (liactAyge  ortiia  duTliu  imdcr  On  proviugos 
DftbisacE. 
S*o.3.  Stmtitshftll  be  th«  Aa\y  of  nid  board  of 

fufd  stocks  ArtbbpurpbdeoriducMltagth^cb'ld^eh 
of  AMtba  dtemne  In  IbB  Bevenil  SltltS  In  Wblth 
6ti«u^  exisMd  U  Um  Ojmmvaument  of  tfaa  tnte 
tcbfthoo.  excliui)'tl;.,iB  aucb  mkuaer  at  in  tli> 
judstbeot  bl  lbs  buird  Mill  i<xaH  tEa  mo»t  rsprl 


c  mtd  tbcy.ibaU  •uDiuilri  od  tb*  Si 
aay  <ii  Uecebibari  miikc  a  full  reuurt  of  tlicir  pro- 

tHelt  InvutmciitK  th*  IhtsriAc  tctnint  tb«raon.  tb« 
amsBBt  af  ntoDer  recafred.  tbt  linauBt  pftid  «ali 
aad  tbeDurpoao  oCtach  tipandituce,  uud  ihercbnU 
transiBirjt  Copy  of  auid  l-cpovt  to  Itie  BecrcTnW  of 

*Sk^.  'thai  theeipBL 

boitrd  i>r  TeRCliU  amoD(  the  sererat  SUt«> 
vbbll  bK  MS  t-diii  apoD  tba  b*«l     '   ' 


id  fund  by  aaid 

JUl«s  iforujiid 

b*«ia  «r  tbt  chirdnm  nf 


uberS^irtBliftii  I 


i.oflsro.  aodof 


Mr.  CAMPBELL  d«ttunde4  the  ifBag  kM 

"^Mt-.  YOUNO  Movtd  Iho  HOnie  wJJonm. 

Tbe  tnbtlon  «ait  disagreed  to. 

TKe  yeaa  »nd  irtjS  weM  not  orfltreJ. 

The  BabAtitQtfa  W&«  rejected. 

llie  qileBtioa  next  recuriied  on  MC'  Cosdbn^S 
substii,t)te,  us  follr 


s-r 


iitabJiib  (n  eduDStiODKl  fund.uii 
eVii  of  fbS  pdlilic  Usda  lo  tb«  < 


lapplr 


(I  MHcraci  hi  iht  SmitU  Imd  Bdttt  tt/  R^re- 

OHtuiiWrTbBL  tbe  net  proceed,  of  tba  publio  Up,i< 
aiB  hereby  fDrsVertooniecrtited  hod  ael  Upsri  Ibrlut 

Seo.2.  Tbkt  tb«  Secrctur  af  tbe  Interior  ihali 
c»u«e  AD  ta£doUtat  tO  b«  UkGQ  Upon  (be  eliMs  of  eub 
fi**^  IWkTi  KOd  uceruin  lbs  10141I  rimeipU  frnm  tba 
MrT'oV  dttley  Ji^poeTtloii  Of  Ibt  pablic  Isadt  of  tbe 
UnitM  StarM.  Ineladiiilt  Kit  feet  reoeind  tt(tbet«a- 


cludiDf  appropriaiionsrortbe 

Jffires  for  (aid  jear,  and  ihall 

rurtily  to  the  SacreCArv  of  the  Iicusury  tbe  ■mount 
of  tbe  net  cash  pr*6eide  ftom  tUe  isle,  entry,  loca- 
tion, or  oA«rdiuHuitioD  af  lucta  Undt  aa  ■toreaaid, 
after  deduelTtlKJlic&Vtpbiitdit  aba  eipanditiires. 
,  Sep.  1  'i'hat  Bpun  tbo  receipt  of  theoertidoaW  of 
lbeS«eMti»yarth'irmnar;.tbeCo[oini^ioDeror 
EdueatioD,  under  ma  dl^eOtlDn  of  tbCtiecrelAty  Vt 
Um  laMSain  abal]  pnoMed  (»*pi«t(iaD,  tuxbeter- 
erallRatea  and  to  tbe  District  of  Coluiqbia.  npon 
tbehaaiaof  illilerata  popalalfnn.  abd  the  amouiit 
of  fuada  and  ralu*  of  aoD^ak  tiroperUT,  tbe  net  pro- 
eeedBDfthe  pubUo  lands  for  tbe  pruviouayear.iuoli 

rortianqicM  M  to  lopnUtioli  to  be  acovrdux  to 
„      Isat.Dreoediiw  (enerul  oenaui  of  tbe  JJoiled 

UieT»Mt»4f  Btataoffltleni  Id  e«(iiulitiit(  tbeibare 
(0  likiota  Meb  Stale  laar  b*  eatillad.  tbo  Stcretarr 
of  the  IpteEloii  shall  allot  tbaiaoie  in  proportioa  to 
tlia  lllftM^U  bopuIalioD'.  and  Mbatl  alio  uVe  Into 
■ceoant  the  amount  of  gcbool  funds  and  tba  valnS 
of  ■obool  pruportr  >n  »ueb  iitatea,  aJlaHini  lo  tbe 
States  haviQi  tba  greater  number  of  illiterate  per- 
•MB  Md  tbeoMiier  amoanlt  of  Aisilaaad  tmt*nj 
Ibe-traateF  proportiexiB  of  dacbmonejB. .    ,    . 

•baHU  eUtUlM  M  rotaln  iU  RbarSof  th«  tlii'tribU' 
tlM  undir-ituib  apportinaniaiitwtaiiili  abalL,  balbre 
ibe  Utiaj-of  JuouftW.lBT3.orw«biii  two  niupUu 
^f  ^be  llrat  ijieetlbfe  Of  ilk  Lcgittalilre  Vberfaller, 
hare,  br  it«  LxHBlaturai  evgwad  tha«  It  will  pK- 
iide  by  lav  fM  Iba  free  adupatioU  of  all  luabil^an 
balnean  tbe  ««es  of  aix  and  tiiloea  lean,  (or  at 
leatl  a  twin  aFtb^ee  fnontTi  tn  tach  y«nr.  and  wiu 
itpply  all  monny*  wblcb  M  ahall  renetra  untlat  thU 
lordanaa  >ltfa.ita  EDndiliotls. 
IhatasumnoteiceediacflltT  pereent.of 
lot  ree»l>«d  A^m  the  Uoitcd  States  by  any 
br  tbe  District  af  ColDinbla,  tbe  Ant  jvia 
■oeivt  by  it,  and  not  eiceedioc  tba  aisobnt 

'tfifdlM%tlSv''Df^bB  LBgiBlI't°?'lhlreor; 

linianance  af  on«  or  nore  lebooll  fur  tbs 
taober*  of  comioan  sabwils;  said 
st  year  to  be  appropriated  nholly 

_Jli  State  and  BftidDiBlriot  shall  be 

■atiUel  toraiMiT*  itsibareof  erery  appottioemeat 
after  the  fir-"  — h>-->«  t\^„M  h^w^  /ui.nn1i«,i  with  ih^ 


-tisrs 


to  ihft  pBVmei 


ikiph  (haVihaTe  "oomplied 
idont: 

1  thall  ha««  made  tbept 

•f  tw  ehildren  leqoiraa  ia  tbe  flfUi 


. 'fcif,  thai  H  ttitiii  ha««  made  tbe  pmrletdD  for 
tba  edoMtUn  of  '-      ■      -  .      -  — 

It  than  bave  applied  all  mom 


tba  edaaation  of  f  u 

^  ^•ra&^iyVe<a4T«d'  bader'tiiti' 

.Thirdly,  Tha't  it  shall,  throogb  tb- 
>*»ear.  mr  tba  year  andins  tbe  3C 
«<  WosmUiii  ewb  •pporiiooaent 


Mr.  HBR^FORD.    I  ulc  u 
6etit  to  tnorr<  an  ftmeodOieOC. 

Mf.  PERCB.     I  object. 

Mr.  BE  RE  FORD.    Letitbereftd. 

Mr.  PHRCli.     I  filjjec 

The  queatio 
to  tbe  eubstitt 
apaa  &  dMeion,  there  1*c^e—B;Bi  71,  noea  HT. 

Before  theresaltof  the  vote  wasikaoanced, 

Hr.COBURNcsHedfortbeyeas  BDdnajR. 

The  ;eaB  and  najs  Were  oi^ered. 

Tba  question  vas  takeq ;  ani}  it  wna  decided 
in  the  neealLva — jbm  67,  n^ya  116,  not  voting 
2S;ssI'onairB: 

Y£aS— Meesrs.Bank),BaibBr3arrr''^'utiiiillair, 
George  H.  Brooks,  Btickley,  Baffintpn,  Burdett. 
BBDjEinln  P.  Butter.  Roderick  B.  Batler.  Freeman 
Clarke,  Willian  T.,  Olaike,  Cobb,  Cobarn.  Cotton, 
DarroU  lionnnD.  buell,  FarweiL  Charlei  FoBler. 
WilrtBrb.roslef.Qoodrieh.HalB,narin(T,QwraeE. 
UhtIp,  Harana,  Hayt.  John  W.  Bailston.  Hill,  if  oh, 


So  the  Bmeadmebt  was  ootll^eBil'Hft '■'''"■* 
DnrloKlhBcallof  therott;!   "'-'JH    iH 

Mr.  McClelland  Mid^'''ii»''«tiidttH£ 

Mr  B.  F.  HBrma,  ia  pair^d1'h(nt'WU«l» 
colleasue,  Mr.  SnaYKLX.Ko.'-'''.^-""'^'"'""'-" 

The  result  of  (he  vote  WaM'tUtAtliKSafluMa 
t^  above  recorded.  '^i ."  '■/'  ■^■-;V"''^, 

Mr.  HAERIS,  of  MiaalailtiiliJl'J.'SiyyiJ.U. 
recooaider  tbe  vote  b;  wbicli  tbe  auiiaiatMi 
oSered  b;  tbe  geatlcUao  fcite  Ji&aaia  i^Mr. 
BoaoaABp]  was  jtej«eied.    it  „<.  ^d  oj  h-jvhvt 

Mf .  FBRCB.  And  I  mcivadhAiAhe  Utlijise 
do  BOH  »dia»tn-  '    ">  iieiHj  mm  mii^iilju 

Ur.COX     I  riaetoaq^i|«il>ii>aJVU>diliik, 

higher  piifileg«jUMW  UMtnotiai;  -^  " "- 

from  MiBBiBBippi,  [Mr.  Hisais., 


in  the  aSmative— jeaall<4  lupflBC/liahBaljW 

SBAS-HoML  Ambler,  i 

Bnrdett.  Benhmin  F.  BiltlW./?lH„rv 
fTMaan  Claikia.  William  T.iGuaeQl 

Comer,  Cottos,  Creety.   fiMuUt  M 
Donnan.  Duel!.  Dunncll J^AtW?  f9 

worth,  Farwell.  Charles  yoJh^fJWJli,.   _.  ., 

Frye,  eorfleld.   Hale,    llaW>,iJnitiBl£aaenina. 

Keteham.  Lamport.  Lanin«iF."liml'%y«f.'-'li^ 
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to  the  yeiur  1801 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  preseDted  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  in  relation  to  water 
communication  between  the  Mississippi  riyer 
and  Lake  Michigan,  by  way  of  the  Wisconsin 
and  Fox  rivers;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commercei  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa  relating  to  the  terminus 
of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  its  charter  by  the  action  of  said  com- 
jtany ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.    I  present  also  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
asking  an  increase  of  pension  for  Charlotte 
Crocker,    widow  of   General    Marcellus    M. 
Crocker.     I  move  that  it  be  printed  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  I 
desire  to  say  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  that  I  regard  this  as  a  most 
meritorious  case,  and  I  ask  for  it  the  earliest 
and  most  favorable  attention. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  James  W.  Fales  and  others,  soldiers 
of  the  United  StatesArmy  citizens  of  Michigan, 
praying  that  a  bounty  of  $8  83J  a  month  be 
granted  to  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers 
and  sailors  for  the  entire  term  served,  and  that 
an  amendment  be  made  to  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved  July  15,   1870, 
so  as  to  permit  soldiers  or  sailors  to  enter  the 
amount  of  land  therein  allowed  without  the 
requirements  of  settlement  and  cultivation ; 
which  was    referred    to  the    Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  a  petition  of 
Andrew  Crooker  and  others,  late  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  the  United  States  Army  and  Navy, 
requesting  Congress  so  to  modify  the  home- 
stead law  of  20th  of  May,  1862,  and  the  acts 
amendatory  thereof,  that  the  time  which  the 
soldier  or  sailor  served  in  the  Army  or  Navy 
of  the  United  States  during  the  war  of  the 
rebellion,  ader  two  years'  actual  residence 
upon  his  homestead,  may  be  deducted  from 
the  term  of  five  years*  residence  which  the  act 
now  requires  before  he  can  acquire  title  thereto ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  Alexander 
Ljnch  and  others,  late  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  Army,  praying  that  the  homestead  law 
be  so  amended  that  the  time  which  the  soldier 
or  sailor  served  in  the  Army,  after  two  years* 
actual  residence  upon  his  homestead,  may  be 
deducted  from  the  term  of  five  years*  resi- 
dence; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  Seth  Weeks 
and  others,  late  soVliers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  the  homestead  law  be  so  amended  that 
the  time  which  the  soldier  or  sailor  served  in 
the  Army,  after  two  years*  actual  residence 
upon  his  homestead,  may  be  deducted  from 
the  term  of  five  years*  residence  required  by 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  nresented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  oi  Kansas,  in  favor  of 
the  equalization  of  bounties  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  who  served  in  the  late  war ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Leg^islature  ot  Minnesota,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Dulutb,  in  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  present  the  petition  of 
William  T.  Eustis,  of  Boston,  setting  forth 
that  he  presented  a  petition  at  the  last  Con- 
pMs  relative  to  assistance  given  to  a  Rhode 
Island  brigade  in  the  Revolution.   He  requests 


that  this  petition,  with   the  papers  accom- 
panying the  petition  of  last  year,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.    I 
move  that  that  order  be  made. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  been  charsed  with 
the  presentation  of  three  memorials  from  the 
State  of  Maine — one  from  the  city  of  Portland, 
one  from  the  town  of  Bridgeton,  and  the  other 
embracing  towns  in  various  sections  of  the 
State — all  of  a  similar  character^  asking  for 
legislation  on  the  following  subiects:  first, 
appointments  to  and  removals  from  public 
offices;  second,  salaries,  perquisites,  and 
moieties  of  public  officers ;  third,  seizures  of 
private  books  and  papers.  There  have  been 
sundry  memorials,  i  believe,  presented  by 
other  Senators,  of  a  like  character.  I  move 
that  these  memorials  be  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  present  a  similar 
memorial,  signed  by  Field  &  Wheeling,  John 
Nazro  &  Co..  Smith,  Chandler  &  Co.,  Blair  & 
Persons,  and  fifty- five  others,  business  men 
and  prominent  business  firms  of  Milwaukee ; 
and  I  desire  simply  to  say  on  this  subject, 
which  I  understand  is  the  real  grievance  com- 
plained of,  the  seizure  of  private  books  and 
papers,  that  I  think  Congress  should  turn  its 
attention  to  that  subject  at  an  early  day.  I 
believe  our  revenue  laws  are  more  oppressive 
than  there  is  any  earthly  necessity  for,  and 
that  they  are  exceedingly  grievous  and  bur- 
densome in  their  operation  upon  the  people. 
I  move  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  to  state  what  I 
omitted  before,  that  the  memorials  I  presented 
from  my  own  State  are  signed  by  many  of  the 
most  worthy  and  intelligent  merchants  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  a  similar  peti- 
tion from  the  city  of  Chicago,  which  is  signed 
by  fifly  of  the  principal  business  firms  and 
business  men  of  that  city.  I  entirelv  concur 
in  what  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  has  said, 
and  think  we  should  do  more  than  simply 
correct  the  abuses  arising  from  seizures,  tnat 
we  should  reform  in  some  way  the  system  of 
appointments,  as  the  memorialists  pray  that 
we  should  adopt  some  rules  and  regulations 
in  regard  to  appointments  and  removals  from 
office,  and  also  in  reference  to  salaries,  per- 
quisites, and  moieties,  as  well  as  in  regard  to 
Uie  seizures  of  books  and  papers.  I  move 
the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  wish  this  matter 
to  pass  from  the  attention  of  the  Senate  on  the 
observations  of  my  friends  from  Wisconsin  and 
Illinois  with  a  wholesale  and  apparently  unani- 
mous condemnation  of  the  existmg  laws  on  the 
subject  of  seizures.  If  you  are  |^oing  to  have 
a  revenue  obtained  by  the  imposition  of  duties 
upon  goods,  if  you  are  to  protect  honest  im- 
porters, you  must  detect  dishonest  ones,  and 
if  you  are  to  do  that,  you  must  employ  the  usual 
machinery  and  the  indispensable  machinery  of 
seizing  their  goods  when  there  is  just  ground 
of  suspicion,  and  seizing  their  books  and  papers 
which  are  supposed  to  be  fraudulent  in  order 
to  try  the  question ;  and  the  law  now  provides 
that  it  is  only  upon  judicial  process  that  these 
seizures  of  paoers  and  books  can  be  made ;  an 
order  issued  oy  a  judge  upon  affidavit.  It  is 
unquestionably  true  that  in  the  thousands  of 
cases  that  arise,  some,  perhaps  many,  are 
unjust  seizures.  It  is  equelly  true,  in  the 
thousands  of  indictments  under  State  laws 
that  arise,  seizures  of  liquor,  if  you  please, 
and  many  other  things  in  the  administration 
of  criminal  jurisprudence,  that  a  great  many 
abuses,  injuries,  and  wrongs  occur ;  but  that 
is  inherent  in  the  nature  of  society.  I  hope, 
therefore,  we  shall  not  at  once  condemn  the 
laws  for  encouraging  honest  importing. 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  want  to  corroborate  every 
single  word  that  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
has  uttered.  It  is  a  very  important  question 
beyond  a  doubt.  The  law  as  it  now  stands  is 
open  and  subject  to  abuse.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  upon  that  point ;  but  if  we  w  sh  to  pro- 
tect honest  importers,  there  must  be  an  ade- 
quate power  lodged  somewhere  for  the  purpose 
of  following  up  and  ascertaining  who  are  the 
dishonest  iniporters,  and  it  is  a  question  about 
which  the  Judiciary  Committee,  when  they 
investigate  it,  will  find  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  That  this  power 
may  be  sometimes  abused  ia  undoubtedly  true ; 
but  I  wish  to  state  one  fact  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate :  while  1  administered  the 
revenues  at  the  port  of  Boston,  for  thirteen 
months,  I  made  a  seizure  of  papers  in  no  case 
of  which  I  now  recollect  where  they  did  not 
lead  to  a  detection  of  violations  of  the  revenue 
laws — not  one.  I  will  add  that  the  books  and 
papers  of  some  merchants  were  seized  and 
taken  possession  of  who  sustained  as  high 
reputation  as  any  in  the  mercantile  community. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  a  question  which  has  its 
rights  and  ec^uities  all  on  one  side.  While  I 
say  that,  I  think  there  are  limitations  which 
may  and  ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  present 
law  which  will  perhaps  protect  the  honest  im- 
porter. If,  however,  we  go  to  the  extent  of 
removing  all  power  to  seize  evidence  which 
mav  exist  of  dishonest  importations,  in  my 
judgment  you  will  do  more  mischief  to  the 
community  and  incur  more  loss  than  even  the 
present  law  may  produce.  ''> 

Mr.  FENTON.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senate  that  by  the  twenty- fouHlh 
rule  this  petition  has  been  referred  of  course 
without  putting  a  question  for  that  purpose, 
the  reference  of  it  not  having  been  objected  to 
by  any  Senator  at  the  time  the  petition  was 
presented.  It  is,  therefore,  now  in  possesion 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and'  this 
debate  has  progressed  bv  unanimous  consent. 
The  Senator  from  New  York  desires  to  addrsBS 
the  Senate.  '  ..    . 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  rose  before  the^aper 
lefl  the  hands  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont,  however,  did  not  object.  The  role 
states  that —  >   ,i/ 


Bvery  petition,  or  memorial,  or  other  paper, 
n  be  referred,  of  coarse,  without  pattmg.a  QMis- 
tion  for  that  purpose,  unless  the  reference  IS  dbjeoted 
to  by  a  Senator  at  the  time  such  petition,  meDtonal. 


..I  <.    ,  . 


or  other  paper  if  presented.' 

Therefore,  unless  objected  to,  the/  paper  is 
referred,  of  course,  without  objedidti.  > '  ^The 
object  of  the  rule,  the  Chair  supposei6j"Was  to 
limit  debate  on  the  preliminary  presentation 
of  petitions.  The  Senator  from  NiBwYork 
will  be  allowed  to  proceed  if  there  be  no  t^bjec- 
tion.  •••        I 

Mr.  FENTON.  These  petitions  itrosented 
this  morning  embrace  three  subjtetst  firstpn 
regard  to  appointments  to  and  removal^  from 
office;  second,  the  abolition  of  the  system'  of 
moieties  of  fines,  penalties,  and  foHeitore^  in 
the  collection  of  customs;  third,  b^i  to  the*  en- 
tire abolition  of  the  power  to  seize  books  ahd 
papers,  but  to  a  modification  of 'the  sehr^erity 
of  the  act  of  March  2, 1867,  an^  (throwini^  cer- 
tain restrictions  around  it.       .1  ,.    ,,   / 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  IJhe'peatiQQ^as 
been  referred.  f     . ,  .    , , 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  a  netitiop,  of i citi- 
zens of  Iowa,  praying  a  mpcliD^tipn  of  the 
laws  and  regulations  affectipg  .aA.d  gPTejroing 
appointments  to  and  rempyitl^,  ftf  m  .public 
offices;  salisries,  perquisites, , ^nd  ipoictiestof 
public  officers;  and  seizure^  ,o£  priflkt^  hopks 
and  papers;  which  was  refj^rjred , to , tha  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.      ,    ,.  (     » 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  present  iJ^Qthp  petition 
of  B.  &  L.  Haltont  publish?;i:s  of  ^the,  BrighU>n 
Register,  Washington,  lowft,  settipgXorth.  t^ 
it  has  become  a  pu^toq*  ftr  ^J^m  ^<W»  tall 
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34,  ItfIT;  which  MB  remii  and  ooued  to  ih» 
■eeond  T«aditi  it- 
Mr.  WfLSON.fromttiaOomiBlUason'MJli' 
tarj  AffaiH,  reported  ■  bill  {S.  No.  dOV)  to 
reduce  the  limiu  of  the  miliUcj'  rVMrtrmtRnt 
M  Port'fttahlonf  New  Ifaxico)  »faicli  was 
read,  and  passed  lo  the  ee'cond  reading. 

Ur.  EDillrRDS.  The  Cotnmittee  on  Ap- 
prnpriutions.  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill 
{^.  Ne.  840)  fixing  the  Mhrloa  of  cortaia 
officers,  aint'  ttio  bill  (8:  Mi>.  4tS>  to  Sx  the 
coraponsBtlon  of  the  'litird  AoolTor  of  the 
TraasuTy,  ki*«  Initniotod  me  lo  taporv  boi& 
brtta  advene]]'.  The  eommtilee  artt.  I  belMTS) 
UitHnimoDBl*  of  ihe  ofvinion  ihM  tb«  psbKe 
service  at  t^is  liModoM  not  reqaira  or  jaillf; 
thfl  incFMislng  of  aD]>  ntaries  at  all  ia  an; 
DepkrtiDBot  of  Ib«  QovernmsnL  Whm  «« 
get  (>■«  servioe  a  Rttle  hector  regulated  it  ii  a 
mdtter  that  ought  lo  be  adjwiied  on  a  era)* 
and  in  a  wa^  which  shall  act  npoB  allbTonebei 
of  th«  aervice  at  the  nine  time,  and  apon  a 
proper  sdjastnimt  of  vhat  it  wcvld  bs  joU 
and  right  lo  do.  I  am  therefore  inBtrMteo  t« 
rvDOTt  bBok  bolh  Ulli  odTeriel*. 
The  btlle  vero postponed  iriMfisilOlr- 
U».  EDMUNDS.  I  am  iowrDcted  bj  the 
CoVimittes  on  Pensioni,  to  whom  veie  re- 
ferred iulditMm«(  papat«  retartive  tolhedaim 
of  UonusaCloaght'oT  aperaioo,  to  report  book 
tbe  papers  with  the  statement  that  «e  hare  no 
pMitron  boTore  tM,  and  that  ifa«  eame  claim 
mat  acted  upon  at  the  last  oMaion  ef  OoofreM 
ad^trteiy  kj  tbe  coromtttii,  and  tbe^  aiiU 
adhere  to  that  opinioo, 

Tb«  conwDitlee  wwa  diactiarged  fn>a  the 
further  congideraiton  of  the  paper*. 

Mr.  KDHUNUS.  i  an  ioMruoted  br  the 
OoMin)il«e  DB  Pcnriooa  to  report  odveraetr 
QpoQ  ifae  petition  ofiGeoTge  W.  Tbomaa,  praTi- 
iof  to  be  alMwed  a  pensrOni  wiib  tb«i  Mat«- 
neull  that  it  ii  preoi»el<^  ibe  lame  ease  and 
npoti  lb*  some  oTideoee  vbioh  we  oDtisiderei 
a  Tear  ago,  and  we  reported  adretselj  tbtm. 
Tbe  committee  ao  all  satiided  wiih  ihe  rea>- 
sons  we  thengave  ibr  tfasadffliBC  report,  aod 
resffitm  tbMa. 

The  eoviniiltea  vere  dieoba^gad  fram  l^e 
further  consideratioo  of  ihe  petitions 

Mr.  BOMUNDS.  I  BID  also  Insiructei  b; 
tfaeCOinimitte^an  PemionatoTaponadTerM^ 
on  the  bilHS.  No.  2iO)  for  tWieliefof  Wil- 
liamP.  KsBBell.  Itoppoan  that  tbiageollo- 
mau  alr«ad;  ho*  a  ptetion  at  the  Penaion 
Offieo,  and  tbii  bill  i*  dsHigned  to  five,  hioi 
orreava,  wbloh  wo  tbmb  cHaupb  b<  dooe.  ' 
1\«  bill  WHO  postponed  iodefiniuilj. 
Hr.  BDMUND9.  1  am  also  inelrMtied  by 
the  CommHtee  on  Penaiooa  to  report  upon  Ihe 
peihioo  ofoit»eiiBof  Union  «oan^,  lOwa,  in 
bebidf  of  James  A,  t'0Tg»y,  ptajin;  that  be  he 
rilowiad  a  peAsiofii  It  ia  erideac  liom  ixao)- 
instion'of  the-  papsra  in  this  oue  that  taking 
tbo  natemeat  of  the  geqilemoti  to  b*  (rat,  ke 
19  cleorij'  entitled  to  a  pvnsioo  at  the  Peneleii 
OSeai  W«  therefore  leport  that  ho  bare  lonie 
to  withdraw  bii  paper*. 
The  r^iorl  woa  agreed  lo. 
Hr.  FKRHY;  of  Michigan,  from  the  Oom- 
miiiee  on  Poal  Offities  Biid  Post  Honda,  10 
whom  w««  referr.^  the  petition  of  Ltezio  Gil- 
mer, pogtmislresB  at  Pilt»fiel»i,  DHiKriS,  prajinfi 
relief  fbr  the  loss  of  po<iCage  slanpa  (brough 
bur^lnry,  anbittitied  a  reporB  thereon  acoom- 
pacied  hj  a  bifl  (9.  No.  eiO>  for  the  relief 
of  Linie  Qilmer,  postOiaMer  at  PittaSetd, 
Illinaii. 

The  bill  woa  rtead  and  passed  to  Aib  second 
rtadiDg)  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
prinieo. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee On  Pensions,  to  whom  vraa  relbrred  the 
petition  of  Captain  Oharlen  H.  Brigge,  of  Went 
Virginia,  (br  arrean  of  penirion,  Bubmitted 
adreree  report ;  and  the  committee  were  d  _ 
eharged  from  the  further  eoDsideralioQ  of  the 
potion. 

He  olsoi  (hna  tbesame  committee,  to  whom 
*H  lefernd  tho  peMioii  of  Looj'  Ohoej, 


iridttw  of  Robert  Clatia;,  bf  the  one  hfan^redtb 
and  efattj-fourth  regiment  Hew  York  lolan- 
teera,  prajiing  fbr  bock  pension,  sobnitUd  od 
adverse  report ;  and  the  comMiiMo  wero  diS' 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  tbe 

He  also,  Oom  ths  tame  oomtnittee,  to  whom 
wae  referred  the  netition  of  Wltlianj.  Hiarj, 
prajiog  to  be  allowed  au  ibcrease  of  pen- 
sion, submitted  ait  adverse  r»port;  and  the 
comnrHtne  were  dlicharged  fron  thbfurllier 
MMMeralion  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  FEKltY,orConneciietit,frOta1bpCora' 
iflltWo  on  PatenTs,  to  whom  was  rehrred  the 
bill  {B.  R.  So.  eev)  fi>r  tho  relief  of  Ira  Buck- 
not),  jr..  reporied  adversely  thereon,  and 
mftved  Its  lodeflMte  posip«n«mem  |  nhi(?h 
vas  agreed  to. 

Uealso,  from  tbe  MiDo  com  mlttce,  to  whom 
was  rolerred  the  bill  (S.  Ho.  340)  io  aimni 
an  act  to  revise,  amend,  and  cMsOlidato  the 
atatates  reiating  to  patents  tind  oop;rigbts, 
renoTted'  it  with  an  amendmeDt. 

He  also,  from  the  sane  com  minse,  lowborn 
was  referred  tbe  bill  {S.  t(o.  5S^)  to  amend  an 
act  esiitled  "An  act  to  n^ae,  eoneoKdote,  and 
amend  tbe  stotatea  retatlng  do  paiente  and 
copjngMs,"  approved  Jalr  8,  ISTO,  repdrtwd 
it  without  amendmeOL 

Mr.  COLE,  from  tbe  Commitle»  6n  Post 
OOiees  mid  Pout  tCeaiiH,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  bill  (3.  No,  470)  antboriahig  on  inOreaae 
of  [fni*e<l  States  mail  alcamahip  Mrviee  be- 
tween San  Franciaco  and  China,  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  mibmined  a  report ; 
which  Waa  ordered  Ls  be  prinMd. 

Mr.  BURBMAN,  from  |hw  Oomoiit«ea  on 
Territories,  towbodi  was  referred  the  bill 
(^  No.  S00>  to  est^liah  the  Territorr  of 
OJibway,  and  to  provide  ■  tentporary  rovem- 
cAent  therefor,  reported  it  with  alneBa meats, 
and  ail4ttiitled  a  fepoi4  timKOa;  which  wOs 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  TheCummitloaoit Com- 
mere*  have  had  noder  confiideralion  t&e  qnes- 
lion  of  grvhigeztended  jurisdiction  and  power 
to  local  offiiMts  having  charge  of  pijbtk  iFa" 
provemoMK,  in  order  to  faciliiato  tho  building 
of  those  inrproivementa,  and  have  directed  tne 
to  report  a  bill  onthat  subjeot  andretoBunand 

iC^ShS.  So.  612)  10  facnitate  tte  execu- 
tion of  and  to  protect  certain  public  works  of 
improvement,  was  read,  and  paAsed  to  tlle 
secottd  reading  ' 

Mr,  'SAULSBUKY,  from  tbe  Committee  oh 
Pensions,  to  whom  woa  refbrred  the  petition 
of  tSurf  P.  Jarvit,  widow  of  JoMpli  H;  Jarvis, 
lole  Commander  United  States  Navy,  praying 
to  be  allowed  a  panaioni  reported  aiiv«rB«ir 
tbereoni       -  

Ud  olao,  from  tb«  ioUM  ctttirtMtMs,  to  vbom 
was  referred  ihe  petition  of  Hicnh  Oia&n 
Glover,  ofMatoe,  prayini;  a  pei^s\ua  as  widow 
of  Captain  JamifS  GruSam,  for  seTvices  ren- 
dered bv  him'  in  the  war  of  ISl'i,  reported 
advoMefy  thereon. 

ailPORT  RKCOMMrtttO. 

Mr.  ViCKEitS.  The  Senator  frpi 
ajlyania,  [Mj.  Scqut,]  fjom  ibe.Com.n((tLeB 
on  Ficance,  reported  adversely  upop  ^W"  peli- 
tion  of  John  Thoiupsan  MoBifii.  i  now  ask 
ibut  that  report  may  be  recommitted,  as  Jtidge 
Mason  has  additional  teaiiionny  to  oOer  to  Ine 
comniittee,  and  I  am  sure  Aeg  will  be  very 
glad  to  hear  it. 

The  VICE  president:  TheSen«,tarfrom 
Maryland  moves  to  reconsider  l^e  vote  by 
which  the  Senate  discharg^ea  ibe^  Committee 
OD  Pioance  from,  the  further  cooaideration  of 
the  petition  of  John  Thompson  Mason,  and 
moves  thai  it  bo  recommitted  lo  the  commit- 
tee, witb  aome  additional  papers. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.WINDOM;    ' 
ts  whom  was  referred  the  bil)(H.  H.  Nw.  1840) 
ftvtfaerolief  «f  AlexandaribaithAnd  Uoloyoa 


SksinoT,  bava  insttoMed  tDo-to  report «t>ba«k 

wflhoutaniBnainenf,  and  recommend  ilSpOi- 
ssge.  It  bos  already  pa.wed  Ihe  tlouse,  been 
reported  by  theoommitlee,  and  will  give  rise 
10  no  debate.  !  ttnnk  th^re  ia  no  objection  to 
it  aiiywhe^re,  bnd  1  aek  fat  ite  preaem  consid- 
eration;- 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  reqaire^nnani- 
mOos  cotitrentr  toconslder  the  hill  on  Ifae  day 
on  Which  it  1ft  i-eported.  Tbe  Secretary  will 
read  the  bill,  and  nlterward  tbe  Gbair  will  aak 


tion  10  the  present  consideration' of  fhiia  bill? 
The  Chair  bears  none. 

Mr.  SaEBUAN.  What  ia  the  ttOo  of  tho 
UlU 

ThAiVlCE  PREISIDGNT.  Itis.aHouao 
bill,  authoriaiug  liie  Commiasioo^  of  Potenta 
to  grant  arebeariog  ia  the  case  of  S  patent. 

Ur.  W1.ND0M.  It  ifl  reported  bj  ihe.Seq- 
aiis  oommittoe,  ood  boa  pMoed  the. House 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  do  not  know 

rrlj    " 
Lhipk  it  a  greait  nist^i 


about  this  Iiarlkulsr  coass  bat,'tpQt>  .geoei 


aajLhine 


>  bo 


granting  '  these   rqbeBriugs.  W    bare   poteou 

extended.  The  law  gave  parties  for  fourteen 
yeam  originally,  and  nowlor  terantrgu  years, 
the  axclusive  us»  ol'  th^ir  patMita.  1  think  we 
«iigl)l  not  to  aojucuon  this  coming  to  Congress 
toigat  (heir  pMentS' ext«Dd«d  aOiei  the  period 
boa  transpired.  1  thought  this  system  was  lo 
b«  Htnppod  by  a  change  of  (ha  Uw  some  years 
ago,  ..  We  extauded  lh«  liiae  that  iba  patont 
was  to  run  orieinally  from  fourteen  Co  ao'ea- 
loen  years,.  1  think. 

Mr.  WIUDOM.  There  ore.  prscnliar  cii< 
oumaiaooet  coaaetted  wiib  this  cose  which  I 
thkak  iftatta  it  an  equiutble  cue.  Tbitr«  ia  a 
report  BAoaia  ponying  tbe  bUl  which  is  ver7 
brief  and  can  be  read  if  ii  it  deaircd,  or  I  can 
stale  1  ha  facts  of  tbq  case. 

This  ia  a  pai>*nt  for  a  p«wer-|oom  for  Ihe 
niMufiipiure  of  tbe  Ainerican  A xininaler. car- 
pets- It  was  issued  in. this  C0tut>7  mt  the 
4Lh  of  November,  1856,  and  also  in  Europe  on 
lha-,17tb,  of  OcWbqr,  l«j#.,  Qn.  acoouot  of 
tUe  expiralioii  vi  the  patent  ill  EuifipB  priur 
la  it*  tapicHUoa  ia.ibiac<iuiau,i)M  Oommis- 
sionef  ot.  FateQts  lefusod  to  extend  ii,  but 
gave  that  as  (be  onl]  reasou  why  he  did  nqt 
extend  ih  and  anaji^  this  «iai«R)«i)t  in  liis 
decision  j.  .  ■ 

V  In  .this  «p»  I^nd  a  Talnabt*  and  veir  ioi>nioMB 

»(t  eg  n  Me)  V  re  man  a  rated.  IllndlltBltbrThaTobrcu 
(llliHenuandlhaltli«f>aWi*inlH«atwauldbeaatvaa 
in  ihaarant  of  their  eii«aaLap.  hi  £wtoriw  a  nsw 
and  valuab'- ■"-"■<■--'■■■■■■  "--i"  '•■  i-r-r."-   —^ 


I  furl 


The 


15  iU  mr.ncj.  and 
ilfOlinn  fnr  iu  Ml 


t  Cisa  at  Ward  uud  Boyer  t  brid  tbnt 
sforoiEn  pHtfut  berur"  ttaalutie  of  tTis 
UMitwwMal  to  ttaoNiplkntiaa'fnthe 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.    The  only  answer  is  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
aod  I  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  nearly  every 
one,  the  three  per  cent,  certificates  ought  to 
be  rapidly  paid  off.    The  bonds  of  the  United 
States  can  only  be  gotten  now  at  par  in  gold, 
while  any  holder  of  these  certificates  may  at 
any  moment  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  the  whole  of  them.    That  kind  of 
liability  ought  to  be  at  once  paid  off.     It  is  a 
kind  ot  security  that,  if  we  resume  specie  pay- 
ment, may  at  once  be  demanded  in  gold.     It 
is,  therefore,  a  weight,  and  a  weight  thatought 
to  be  relieved.    They  would  have  been  paid 
off  long  ago  but  for  the  doubt  as  to  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  to  pay  them  off  in  advance  of 
the  operation  of  the  increase  of  national  bank 
circulation.    I  think  any  Senator  will  at  once 
see  the  scope  of  the  question  and  cm  form  his 
opinion. 

Mr.  GONELING.  Is  anything  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  these  certificates  as  they  are  paid 
off? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
greenbacks  take  their  place,  and  there  can  be 
DO  other  reserve  for  the  banks  but  greenbacks. 
As  it  is  now,  the  United  States  Government  is 
paying  three  per  cent,  interest  on  certificates 
that  are  held  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  as  part 
of  their  reserve.  There  is  now,  with  a  super- 
abundant revenue,  with  a  sufficiency  of  money, 
ample  means  in  the  way  proposed  by  this  bill 
to  pay  off  these  certificates. 

Mr.  MORTON.  How  many  are  there  now  ? 
Mr.  SHERMAN.  About  $23,000,000. 
Mr.  COLE.  If  I  understand  the  Senator 
these  certificates  are  now  all  held  as  reserves 
in  the  banks ;  and  of  coarse  if  they  are  to  be 
paid  off  it  will  require  the  taking  of  so  much 
of  the  United  States  notes  from  circulation  to 
supply  their  places  in  the  banks  as  a  reserve 
fund,  which,  of  course,  will  reduce  the  amount 
of  United  States  notes  in  circulation.  I  sup- 
pose that  is  the  object  of  it  My  first  point  is 
that  I  think  if  any  securities  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  canceled,  they  should  be  se- 
curities bearing  a  larger  rate  of  interest;  for 
instance,  Uniti^  States  bonds  bearing  a  gold 
interest  of  six  per  cent. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  I  understand  the  effect 
of  this  bill,  it  is  to  allow  the  three  per  cent, 
certificates  to  be  paid  off  at  the  rate  of  three 
millions  per  month,  although  additional  bank 
currency  may  not  be  taken  up  and  issued  to 
a  like  amount,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
contract  the  curren^  to  the  extent  of  the 
excess  of  these  certificates  paid  off  over  the 
national  bank  currency  issued.  When  the  bill 
of  1870  was  passed,  the  theory  of  it  was  that 
there  should  be  new  national  banks  instituted, 
aod  that  the  three  per  cent  certificates  should 
be  paid  off  as  fast  as  new  national  bank  cur- 
rency should  be  issued,  so  that  the  equilibrium 
of  the  currency  should  be  preserved,  that  the 
amount  of  the  currency  should  not  be  dimin- 
ished. If,  now,  $28,000,000  of  these  certifi- 
cates should  be  paid  off,  without  the  issue  of 
$23,000,000  of  national  bank  currency  to  new 
banks,  there  would  be  a  contraction  of  the 
currency  to  that  extent  I  think  that  would 
be  unfortunate. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  have  a  statement  from 
the  Statistical  Bureau  showing  that  the  specie 
increase  in  this  country  from  1866  to  I87I  is 
$56,000,000.  The  actual  increase  of  the  specie 
in  this  country  in  the  banks  and  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  b  just  about  fifty  six 
million  dollars,  according  to  the  statement  I 
have  before  me,  and  that  of  itself  will  more 
than  cover  double  the  amount  of  the  with- 
drawal of  these  three  per  cent  certificates.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  highly  important  that 
they  should  be  withdrawn  and  that  that  specie 
should  be  held  in  the  banks  rather  than  be 
sent  out  of  the  country. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


H 


GILBBRT  MORTON. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  take  the  one 
minute  that  is  left  of  the  time  before  the 
amnesty  bill  comes  up,  to  ask  the  Senate  to 
consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  Mor- 
ton, reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  It  authorizes  the  President  to  reap- 
point him  in  the  Navy.  It  passed  last  year 
unanimously  on  the  report  of  the  committee, 
but  was  not  reached  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  should  like  to  have  it  passeo,  as 
he  is  a  very  worthy  officer  and  was  dealt  by 
unjustly.  The  bill  gives  the  President  power 
to  restore  him.     I  move  to  take  up  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill 
S.  No.  820)  to  authorize  the  restoration  of 

ilbert  Morton  to  the  naval  service  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
proposes  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
reappoint  Gilbert  Morton  an  ensign  in  the 
Navy. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
ao^endment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

8BTTLSHBNT  OF  AOOOUl^TS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Committee  on  Militanr 
Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  (S. 
No.  611)  to  continue  the  act  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navjr.  There  are  only  two  or  three 
lines  to  it,  and,  if  there  be  no  objection,  I  should 
like  to  put  it  on  its  passage. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed.  It  continues  in  force 
for  two  years  from  June  28,  1872,  and  no 
longer,  the  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
approved  June  28, 1870. 

ILLINOIS  COURT  RB00RD8. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  had  up  the  other 
day  a  bill  to  supply  the  records  at  Chicago  in 
which  the  United  States  i^  interested  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  I  have  changed  it  so  that 
I  think  there  will  be  no  objection.  It  was 
objected  to  before  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin [Mr.  Carpenter]  and  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Conklino.]  They  have  seen 
the  amendment  I  think  it  can  pass  in  a 
moment,  and  it  is  somewhat  important  that 
it  should  pass  at  an  earlpr  day  if  it  pass  at  all. 

There  bein^  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  ot  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  858)  to  restore  the 
records  of  the  United  States  courts  in  the 
northern  district  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  that  the  substi- 
tute I  have  proposed  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  proposed  substi- 
tute, as  follows : 

That  in  proceedings  to  restore  the  records  of  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  northern  district 
of  Illinois,  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1871,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1871.  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  records  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,"  the  notice  required  by  said  act  may  be 
served  upon  any  non-resident  of  said  district  any- 
where within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  foreign  country,  the  proof  of  the  service 
of  such  notice,  if  made  in  a  foreign  country,  to  be 
certified  by  a  minister  or  conral  of  the  United  States 
in  sach  country,  under  his  official  seal. 

Sbo.  2.  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  official  return 
of  the  district  attorney,  clerk  of  the  circuit  or  dis- 
trict court  or  the  marshal  of  the  northern  district 
of  Illinois,  m%de  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  Justice,  relating' to  any  cause 
in  either  of  said  courts  to  which  the  United  States 
WM  a  party,  the  record  of  which  was  destroyed  in 
said  fire,  may  foe  filed  in  the  court  to  which  it  apper- 
tains, and  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if 
it  were  an  original  return  made  to  said  court ;  and  in 
any  case  in  which  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  the 
date  and  amount  of  the  judgment  or  decree  shall 
appear  from  such  returns,  it  shall  for"  lawful  for  the 
court  in  which  they  are  filed  to  issue  the  necessary 
process  to  enforce  such  decree  or  judgment  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  original  reoora  was  before 
said  court. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district 
attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  Illinois  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  restore  the  records 
and  files  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  said 
district  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  9th  of 
October,  1871,  and  in  which  the  United  States  is 


interested,  so  far  as  the  judges  of  said  courts  respeot- 
ively  shall  deem  it  essential  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  that  said  records  and  files  be  restored ; 
and  the  j  udges  of  said  courts  respectirely  are  author- 
ixed  to  direct  such  steps  to  be  taken  as  in  their  opin- 
ion shnll  be  deemed  advisable  to  restore  the  judg- 
ment dockets  and  indices  of  said  courts,  and,  for 
that  purpose,  may  direct  the  performance  by  the 
clerks  of  said  courts,  and  by  the  United  States  attor- 
ney for  said  district,  of  any  duty  incident  thereto, 
and  said  clerks  and  said  district  attorney  shall  be 
allowed  such' compensation  and  disbursements  for 
services  rendered  under  this  section  (in  cases  where 
no  compensation  is  now  provided  by  law  for  such 
services)  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  certified  to  be  just  and  reasonable  by  the 
judge  of  the  court  in  which  said  services  are  ren- 
dered, and  the  amount  so  allowed  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  Judiciary  fund:  Provided,  however,  That  the 
sum  allowed  the  clerks  of  said  courts  shall  npt  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  fl2.000.  and  the  entire  compensa- 
tion of  the  United  States  attorney  for  such  services 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $6,000. 

The  ameudment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended;  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

POLITICAL  DISABILITIKS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  880)  for  the  removal  of 
le^l  and  polibical  disabilities  imposed  by  the 
third  section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  pending 
Question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
n-om  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  to  strike  out  the 
fifth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumkeb.] 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  I  remarked  yesterday,  I  shall  vote 
against  this  as  against  other  amendments. 
But  with  regard  to  this  one  in  particular  I 
have  a  special  objection,  for  the  amendment 
which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  offers  is  placed 
before  the  Senate  upon  the  one  specific  ground 
that  if  the  section  which  he  moves  to  strike 
out  remain  in  the  bill,  our  naturalization  laws 
will  be  extended  so  as  to  embrace  the  Chinese 
within  the  scope  of  their  operations.  I  do 
not  belieye  that  the  present  discriminations 
in  the  naturalization  laws  are  wise  or  iust.  I 
believe  that  the  tendency  of  those  discrim- 
inations is  to  exclude  a  most  valuable  immi- 
gration into  this  country.  I  believe  that  the 
one  great  necessity  throughout  the  central 
regions  of  the  West  and  along  the  Pacific 
coast  is  the  advent  of  labor  for  the  purpose 
of  developing  the  resources  and  constructing 
the  vast  internal  improvements  of  that  region, 
and  I  think  that  any  act  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  which  must  inevitably  be  con- 
strued as  in  hostility  to  the  immigration  of 
such  labor,  is  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country. 

Now,  placed  as  this  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  is  upon  this  sole  ground,  so  far 
as  the  argument  hitherto  has  gone,  that  the 
section  as  it  is  will  have  the  operation  of  ex- 
tendinis  the  naturalization  law,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  Chinese  within  their  scope,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  the  amendment  without  thereby  con- 
senting to  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the 
part  of  the  Senate  which  I  Delieve  would  be 
unwise  and  unjust.  And  I  must  confess  ray 
surprise  that  Senators  who  have  urged  and  are 
urging  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  upon  the  Senate  on  the  broad 
ground  of  human  rights  alone,  should  consent 
to  abandon  this  section  which  in  its  scope  more 
widely  reaches  and  affects  human  rights  than 
all  the  rest  of  the  amendment  together. 

But  enough,  sir,  perhaps,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
I  was  led  yesterday  into  a  general  expression 
of  opinion  in  reference  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  this  hav- 
ing occurred  I  desire  now  as  briefly  as  I  can 
to  give  the  reasons  why  I  think  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  does, 
as  I  said  yesterday,  strike  at  the  very  bulwarks 
of  civil  liberty  in  this  country.  I  regard  it 
not  as  an  amendment  in  favor  of  homftn  righkfy 
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IXEB)  CONQBfiSSKaflUX  OlKSSl: 


ihui  Ttroufii  dl-  Cbe  bnnioefla  ramiGcatkODs 
of  oDcvBty  ba  follam  Uie  eitiaen,  lalfing  swaf 
£(iilti  him  tiie  tbelbai  of  SUM  law,  and  impos- 
ing upDD.him  petiallies  at  oew  crimai  and 
B>i3d«[Deaii»iH  ertuted  by  Federai  Iftw.  He 
Cntera  tlw  •anattutTj  of  Gud  <rilb  nohol;  baud, 
KDd  ba  ibJows'lbe  cLtlEen  to  I  be  grave  Bnd 
laja  iba/t  he  iball  not  lia  iber«  side  hj  side 
odI/  hHb :  thoea  wbon  ke  sball  choosa  lo  ba 
hia  comfiaiitaiw  in  bii  Idit  veUing-pUoe.  Aud 
wbal/ort  Whiatutbeaeedof  ftUlihlB?  I  do 
■ol  i»ir«tiitslk  aboDt  coualitutidokd  qiMStioMi 
»rtUulM-lf  apoQ  Ma  part  of  tb«  afflendmeDt. 
Wbo  has  been  harmed  throughout  tUi)  bruad 
laad'br  iLlw  deoMl  Kt,B  ciLiaeti  of  a  place  of 
eepultute  .ia  -a  pablio  (KmstQi;?  1  lisi«nQd 
CMaluliif  to  the  Bpeeeli  of  ilia  ^n^iCr  btiBt 
MiMiaubiitett*  acq  1i>  bin  aiiia}  of  .«videnasi 
«a4L  do. not  ienieut>er-  that  aiijiThera  anj 
wrong.bad  b(i°D  CtJnmiLKtd  ia  cafenwco  lo  the 
Bdmiuhttfttlon  of  Mol^t'iiMtical  orgsnitatiomtt 
eaccfit  tbat  he  laid  Mn^Bwhoie  «kGolor(>d  sol- 
dier, bad  been  i^iiiacd  the  aaortimtiit.  Sup- 
powbehad;  aapponeit  "'dsB  wcong;  tbulhe 
was  fiiud  l»eoiui(>uni«aiei  «re  we,  ili«  Cou- 
$!TOU  of  tb«  Halted  Stales,  10  diclale  h>  the 
GhaA:be«  «boni  thegi  ahall  reueive  to  the  oom 
mitnioa'Ojf  jIw  bod;  aad:  blood  of  tbe  blessed 
t«rd7  God  furbidil,  xir..  Ami  ;i-t  tbe.ot>l7 
etil  ipflieif  d  b;  w>  eccldKiastical  orgattizatioii 
vrhtcb  the  SenaWr  related  jn.  hi»  king  aira;  vi 
wrtings,  db  be  ternled Uirm,  wM  tbut. 

W'itk  regard  19  ctmet^rji  afiauetatiooa  1  rea- 
ollaCt  nothing  exeept  tliul  b<]  rved  a  letter  froia 
some oneiwboatac«diJ»it. ill  H^od«  1  aloud,  wbila 
iLe  fuubral.s«rTu».o8ei'  Lite  remutos  of  acol- 
oredwoau.li  w»ab«iji8i>ecfurili«diii  tbethuri^b 
her  body  wu  Wft  iu  itaa  Yeatibula.  I  bavo 
■een  that  dons  with  whilfl  pei^ona,  and  uevei 
dvemed  it  it««becauee  of  tbelr  color.     Thii  it 


*okastke  Fi.sltt'al  power  to  rcalraiul     Sii,  it 
ia  nn.nbabrdity. 

\Vher«vor  then)  ia  a  wrong  eniinieraUd  in 
Ihi^  ameiid'liflnt  tbe  Ian  of  everj  Slats  pro- 
vides ialtatidj  an  adi:quBte.  remedy.  i'ha 
StiiiUOr  fritiQ  llOsSAcbuHctts  sajB  that  neflioes 
are  tutndd  out  of  tbo  cars.  LuC  tbeiD  urius 
tbeitactioD,  and  in  evury  iiate  in  the  UuitKd 
SiaUa  tbe  law  is  so  tbatihaji  bavsgot  the  aanie 
ti£hla  ibat  I  bave.  A  Utile  while  a£o  one 
negru  liad  couragii  auuugh  to  brinK  hia  action 
ta.qn  old  sluvC-Hlid  rulMl  Slate,. ajid,  he  recov' 
ere<l  dBmageali)rb«iii([  eKcludod  from  tbe'Cura. 
I  UHieiied  lo  tbe  8eu>itot'a  letter  from  Hr. 
Cardoio,  of  South  Carolinat  iuvoking  tlun 
«pe*wa  of  b'adeMl;legwlatioD,»Dd  yet  the  Uw 
of  Sou&  Carolina  niatuM  «verjt  nilizan  of  tbal 
&(ale .equat,  in  rigbi«i  privilege, and  immuni- 
tiaii.io  raikdn^utr".  UieiM«rs,.ii>na.and  eTery 
4hare  ela^  .  ii,^,  Caiduzoi  >n  that  letter,  giv- 
ing his  reasons.  &>r  the  invocation  of  Federal 
ituthorilj',£iti4  t^tiu  their  lilateaourtB  judges 
tndiJuficB  were  so  pT^udiced  that  they  cpuld 
nut  tisff^  fof  juaiice,.  Judges  mid  juries  so 
^i^jfK|¥^^,ui  South  Curoliua,  wliers  tlie  negro 
niNjiifftjf  is  thirty  thousand,,  where  tbey  coolrul 
the  ex«cutieea  legislative,  and  judicial  depart- 
menii  of  l^e,  gpverqntenll  !sir,  I  fear  Ibat 
tli'-ic  are  afilaiors  in  ibe  colored  race  as  well 
SH  iutliBiWhile  i*cei  wid  I  fear  that  many  of 
the  ifoinui^llicBt ions  wbicli  the  Senator  from 
MiistachiiKtUs  read  bud  fur  thuir  ol^e^  some- 
thine  mpre'  t^ti  lifit  ri>;hts  of  the  colored  race. 
Iviit^  regaV<l  to  cemetery  assoaialioas  dnd 
iehooU  and  churches,  I  um  cleaxly  of  opinion 
tiiat  the  Federal  GoTeintnent  ought  not  to  in- 
here., ,1  thinli  It  best  to  leave  ihose  matters 
"lilch  art;  cognizable  by  hdmao  tiws  to  regu- 
latiqa  by  the  Swtes-.  Why,  sir,  tbe  other  Seo- 
alor  ftoro  Hasaao^iusetis,  |;Mr.  WiLSOS,]  a, 
few  days  since,  In  some  brief  remarks  that  he 
madB  04  this,  ail bjpoi,  rejoiced  that  in  that 
Conjsioawealth  the;  had  got  ororall  these  old 
CTAJiulice^wheceby  tbesaiiijiirieswere  iiillicted 
WVft>the.f;ciLored  f^ce;  and  how  did  the;  get 


over  tbem?  Did  iha;,getoiei]|thun)jy^Teat- 
ing  now  ciicaesi  new  peualtiesi  and  oea  courts  7 
They  Left  it  lo  thq  iloi^  operiLlwo  of  lime  and, 
of  human  nature  and  ot  tbe  law  of  Ood,  db 
preached  from  the  thouaand  pulptia  of  Haiisa- 
chiuetta,  and  it  bat  twought  tkem  out  right. 
Better  fiu  eo  to  do  tkaa  att«m]»t  the  speciM  of. 
legislation  which  ja  embodiad  id  tita  amend,-. 

&it,  air,  ai^r  aU  the  iOipnUe  that  1  hair«' 
felt  npiM  me  to  gptek  on  this  matter  has  beoa 
created  not  to  mueb  by  ilia  legiglwioivABtbod- 
iedin  thisalneDdni  eat  M  by  tba  principle*  ni>OM 
which  that  legisUtian  baa:(iatn  attempted  to 
bejnstifiiid  before  thit  body.  In.  )Q$Btanei», 
the  principle  ia  the  samB,  whether  it  ja  eoiw- 
eiated  by  Lh»  Senal«r.  fram.  MftcaacbuH^na, 
[ilrjSdUHBft,]  the  SAdMot  f(«ia  Indiana,  [Mi:- 
Movn>H,}orcb«S«Btau>r£rom.WiBa)Qaifi,  IMiv 
CajtpKKT&B.]  Xbat  piinui4>ls  sub»tau«>|Ll(y  i^ 
this  I  that  hjllm  adoption  of  tha  three  fnoa( 
reoent  amendnteulfl  to,the  Coq^titittioit  oC  tbft 
United  States,  onrold  By<itoni  of  (Jeweriimoiik 
has  be«n  subrarted.  TqIi  fflayittudatuiiu  ti| 
draw  a  lino  ahort  uf  the  poFitiou  Bssuiqed  by 
the  Senator  from  Indianai  as.the-^en^tuc  rrum 
Wisconsin  did  attempt,  but  it  will  be  iu,.TBiai. 
I'oui  »aaunwgttp«>a  4>|s.  bill  CatAes  yoD  to 
the  full  leoglh  of  givini  to  tb^l.^'ederaljCo"- 
erBuieni  oomplele  .legiflative:  autboritji  ,ovur 
eveiy  inteiett  aSeoting  tbe  life,  .Irliaftyi  oud 
properly  of  every  citiHo  of  tiia  Onuad  ^tat^, 
and  leavea  to  the  State  J^egialaMiea  ^aoluttli 
nothing. 

Now  let  ua  tea.  Sanatort  have  based  tboil 
argHmenta'  upon  tiie  fouiteieoUt  urtiole '.vf 
amendment  to  the  Conaunution*  [I'beSoii'. 
ator  from  iklaeaachuaetis  based  a  jurtof  b^4 
arguitientui>on.[Jie.lhirteeDlh»rticlir-^.tM'Dlch 
of  coBSLruDiioa  su.extra.VHgHitthatno  one  h^ 
loll  owed  bimtherein ),  deriving  from  ttnaa>«Bd- 
meot  that  saja  not  one  wordihuaii  i!o)or,,thilt 
ha*  not  a  at^gettioo  of  dltoriiDiantiun^  about 
color  in  it,  an  aioendaieQt  that  ooly  prohibits 
slavery  and  autburiisa  Gosgraat  U>  enack  laws 
to  enforoe  the  prohibition)  the  power  to,  enter 
iulo  the  churcbea  and  sohieola  of  the  4^iatM 
end  create  VTimeaand  ntiadnaieanaTa  audio- 
Bict  Sueaaiul  peaaliiesheodase.of  dieeiiiuinai 
liooe  of  Golor..  U  teena.  Le  we  thajt  Uw  tttMr 
meiit  of  tbe  claim  thuaaet.uf  by  the  SenAtoc 
from  Maasaobuaetts.  in  EeUtlon  lo  (ib»  tbic- 
liCi'nih  ainendaient  is  ilAoiftt  lefutalioo,  .  l&M 
the  claim  made  with  regaril  to  the  fouiteeottl 
aiueudmeut.ia  njoice  phwiaibla.  .  It  if  uoiter 
the  Jollowinc  three  obiufM  that  tbe  .'ienator* 
injisi  Qpon  tna  rishl  lo  enact  the  amendment 
pi'Opoaed  by  tbe  Ijenator  fromi  UiusaohuEelia  1 
"  Ko  Stale  thtll  ■make  or  enfores  aey  U*  WSiclt 
■ball  abridIeth«tTWileiMeTltniAitn)i)«<af  cUltons 
of  tbe  Oaiied  Sist«k;  arrr  shall  aorBtsle  JeprtVa 
Bar  penon  o(  Itrs.  libflrt;,  or  vtoveny.  nithoat  line 
ptuoegf  ur.law)  nor  danr  to  anr  pfnoO  withiilliti 
juritJictloathe  ec^uiil  (icuteotion  uf  the  li^na."  , 

Kow,  it  iasajd  in  regard  to  all  three  of  thea«i 
clnuses  that,  without  waiting  liiriS^y  .aciiou  oi> 
the  part  of  J»  Stales,  cuoaidering  ijimply  tlia 
subject-maltei  to  nrhicb  ilie  Uiree  clui^i^a  rtfc.ti 
Congress  has  the  right  Ip  ena^atTiruiAliva  lavrB 
to  the  full  scope  of  the  subjeuts  en\iiince4  i>t 
them,  10  that  upon  l^bui  reasoning  Congress: 
may  enact. laws  to  secure  the  privileges  anj 
imuiuoitieaof  citiii^ns  of  ihe.ljnil>id  States). 
may  eoact  laws  for  ibe  prqlaclien^  of  life,  lil>~ 
erty,  and  proiifrty;  nuiy  ouuct  lairs  giving  to 
ail  person^  the  equal  |\ro|eciion  of  tli^  Uwji  at: 
hast  conunrrently  Btih  the  Slates j  and  upoi^ 
tbe  princmle  of  thin  aaiend|nient,.  if  .Stain  Iftws 
are  already  in  existenoe  on  the  sutyeet,  aii4 
Congress  is  of  opinion  tb^t  theaqociion  of  iiie( 
Stalje  laws  it  insufficient,  Copgresa  may  ndd; 
additional  saoctiona  bn  .fine,  impri* 0,0 meat,; 
and  tha  like.  Sq  that  if  a  :jtate  aiiall  enact  a 
law  making robliory,  which  <^prive«H  man  of 
property,  an  offense  puiiiaiiable  bj';ten  years' 
iinprisoument  in  the  Slate  prisoo,  and  Con- 
gress shall  deem  that  iii^uSticnt.  under  author- 
ity derived  from  the  foqrteeuth  niQeddmeiil  to 
protect  citiseas  io  li£e,,li{)ertj,  bjm  [uopeitf,. 


it  :[ii»y  ,eqact   lawi  iofliotisg,  n  ^uai^meof 

of  tnentj  yars'  imprisonraeut.  Murder  ia  tt 
critn^  which  deprive*  a  man  of  lifft.  Hitherto 
tbe  Slfttea  have  eoaeted  la«a  for  ila  euppret- 
liciQ  ^  bi)t,  upon  the  theory  uf  Setiatora,  Co»-. 


ay  chanjge 
I  *rp  abro- 


istqib  my 


iadifcnss' 


IS  thai 

L  1  bim,  be- 

ei  Supposa 

ttie.,^tataof  Mnsissippi  to-nioriow ahoiild  |>WB 
a. law,  repealing  all  puntshmeut  for  murdetiiig 
a  bhiok  man,  and  in  lliat  Gtaie  of  thictgn  the 
BuUler  oomeatukuowledge  of  Congresa.  The 
fourteeQib  article  of  the  CunAtimuun  aaya  th»t 
;'  ito  Slate  shall  tleny  U)  any  person  th«  i-gtial 
)>r»teDti()a  of  the  kifa."  TlifSlale  «f  Uiasia 
siot'i  bas  dona  it  hj  nbolishtHg  ibe  alAiute 
vliicb  ^uni^Jina  nailer  if  copuailtod  upon  a 
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